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22 March 2021 

Ms Felicity Wilson MP 
Chair 
Legislation Review Committee 
Parliament of New South Wales 

By email 

Your ref: LAC21/035.03 

Dear Chair 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the issues raised by the Legislation Review Committee 
in its consideration of the Retail and Other Commercial Leases (COVID-19) Regulation (No 2) 2020. 

The Committee considers the possibility that the regulation may impact on property rights and 
freedom of contract, have a retrospective effect and have an adverse impact on the business 
community.  

However, the Committee notes that the Regulation is limited to “cases involving ‘impacted lessees’” 
is of limited duration and is made in the context of the “ongoing economic consequences of the 
COVID-19 pandemic”. 

The Committee also notes that the Regulation is made “in response to the ongoing public health 
emergency and is in line with the National Cabinet’s decision” to “lessen the economic impacts of 
COVID-19”  

I agree with these observations by the Committee of the context in which the Regulation has been 
made.  

Yours sincerely 

The Hon. Damien Tudehope MLC 
Minister for Finance and Small Business 
Leader of the House in the Legislative Council 
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