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FAIR RENTS BILL.

SCHEDULE of the Amendments referred to in Message of 11th November, 1915.

Page 2, clause 2, line 6. Omit “used” insert “leased ”

Page 2, clause 2, line 31. After “dwelling-house” insert ¢ but excepting excess water rates, garbage
¢ and sanitary charges if paid by the tenant”

Page 2, clause 2, line 36. Omit < State or Commonwealth Government” insert ¢ laws of the State or
“ Comnionwealth ”

Page 3, clause 3, line 8. Omit “applies ” wnsert ¢ shall apply ”’

Page 3, clause 3, lines 11 and 12.  Omit “ two hundred and eight ” insert ¢ seventy-eight ”

Page 3, clause 3, lines 13 and 14. Omit “ the year one thousand nine hundred and fourteen” imsert
‘ a period of six months before the passing of this Act”’

Page 3, clause 3, line 16. After “amount” insert ‘“ Provided that nothing herein contained shall

“ apply to dwelling-houses ordinarily leased for summer residence *’

Page 3, clause 3, line 19.  Omit “ applies” insert ¢ shall apply ”

Page 3, clause 4, line 25.  After “a” insert « stipendiary or police”

Page 3, clause 4, line 28.  Omit * for a term of three years”

Page 4, clause 6, line 6.  Omit  the application ” insert ¢ such determination ”

Page 4, clause 6, at end of clause. /msert new subclause (4).

Page 4, clause 7, line 11. Omit ¢ shall” insert ¢ may ”

Page 4, clause 7, line 14. At end of clause a/d ¢ But the magistrate may, if he thinks fit, require
“ the attendance of any declarant for purposes of cross-examination on the contents of
‘ his declaration, and failing such attendance the declaration shall not be receivable as
«« evidence ”’

Page 4, clause 8. Omit clause and insert new clause 8.

Page 4, clause 9, line 37. Omit all the words after “the” first occurring to end of subclause (1),
insert *“ capital sum which the fee-simple of the land might be expected to realise
¢« if offered for sale on such reasonable terms and conditions as a bona fide seller would
¢ require ”

Page 5, clause 9, subclause (2). Omit subclause. A

Page 5, clause 9, lines 10 and 11. Omit “five nor more than seven and one-half per centum” insert
“ the rate of interest which is for the time being charged upon overdrafts by the
¢ Commonwealth Bank of Australia and not more than two and a half per centum above
¢ such last-mentioned rate ”

Page 5, clause 9, line 18. After “painting ” insert “ maintenance and renewal ”’

Page 5, clause 9, lines 24, 25, and 26. Omit “but the fair rent shall not in any case exceed ten per
“ centum of the capital value as ascertained under this section ” insert < and plus such other
« outgoings and allowances as the court may deem proper and equitable in the circum-
¢ stances of the case ”

Page b, clause 9.  Omuit proviso at end of clause.

Page b, clause 10, line 35. Omat < building ” insert ¢ dwelling-house *’

Page b, clause 10, line 37. Omit < building ” insert < whole ”

Page b, clause 10, line 38. Omit ““ as” insert * which

Page b, clause 10, line 39. dfter “ the” secondly occurring insert « portion of the ”

Page 6, clause 11, lines 6 and 7. Omat ¢ nor for three months thereafter ”

Page 6, clause 12. Omit clause.

Page 6, clause 13: 12, line 22. After “ ownership ” insert ¢ or tenancy ”

Page 6, clause 33: 12, line 27. Omit “ registrar ” insert ¢ court ”

Page 6, clause 13: 12, line 28. After « the” insert ¢ dwelling ”

Page 6, clause 33: 12, line 29. At the end of clause add ¢ or that the outgoings of the lessor in
“ respect of the dwelling-house have been increased ”

Page 6, clause +4: 18, line 38. Omit « or between the dates of application and determination ”

Page 7, clause 16: 15, line 9.  After “ force ” insert ¢ the legal remedies for enforcing ” :

Page 7, clause 16: 15, line 19. Omit « void ” insert ¢ limited to enforcing the fair rent so determined

Page 7, clause 37 16, line 25. Omit « wilfully ” insert < unlawfully ”

Page 8, clause 24: 23. Omit lines 41 and 42 nsert

Such regulations shall—
(1) be published in the Gazette ;
(2) take effect from the date of publication or from a later date to be specified in such
regulations ; and
(3) be laid before both Houses of Parliament within fourteen days after publication
if Parliament is in Session ; and if not, then within fourteen days after the
commencement of the next session.
If either House of Parliament passes a resolution at any time within fifteen sitting
days after such regulations have been laid before such House disallowing any regulation,
such regulation shall thereupon cease to have effect,
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This Pusric BILL originated in the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

and, having this day passed, is now ready for presentation to the
Lecistative Councrn for its concurrence.

W. 8. MOWLE,
Acting Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Sydney, 6 October, 1915.

The LrersLaTive CounciL has this day agreed to this Bill with
Amendments.

W. L. S. COOPER,

Clerk of the Parliaments.
Legislative Council Chamber,

Sydney, 11th November, 1915.
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Act No. , 1915.

An Act to provide for the determination of fair
rents for certain dwelling-houses ; to enforce
such determination ; to amend certain Acts ;
and for purposes consequent thereon or
incidental thereto.

BE it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-
lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South

Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of
5 the same, as follows —

Short title.

1. This Act may be cited as the  Fair Rents Act, Short title.
1915,” and shall commence on the first day of J anuary,
one thousand nine hundred and sixteen.

40395 582—A Interpretation

Nore.—The words to be omitted are ruled through ; those to be inserted are
printed in black letter.




Act No. , 1915.

Fair Rents.

Interpretation and application of Act.

2. In this Act, unless the contrary intention pefinitions.
appears,—

¢ Court ” means any court constituted under this

5 Act.

“ Dwelling-house ”” means any premises used leased
wholly or partially for residence by a lessee,
and includes any part of any such premises
separately leased, and any land or appurtenances

10 leased with such premises or such part thereof.

“ Rates” mean any charges levied by a munici-
pality or shire or by the Metropolitan Board of
Water Supply and Sewerage or the Hunter
District Water Supply and Sewerage Board.

15 “ Lease ” includes, subject to the limitations of
section three, every letting of a dwelling-house
whether oral, in writing, or by deed.

“ Lessor” and “lessee” mean the parties to a
“Jease 7 as herein defined and respectively

20 include a mesne lessor and a mesne lessee.
“ Registrar ’ means registrar appointed under this
Act.

“ Rent ” includes—

(a) any bonus paid or to be paid by the lessee to

25 his lessor.

(b) the value to the lessor of any covenants or
conditions in or relating to the lease to be
performed by the lessee other than usual
covenants and conditions.

30 (¢) any rates or taxes payable by the lessee in
respect of the dwelling-house, but excepting
excess water rates, garbage, and sanitary
charges if paid by the tenant.

“Tax” includes any tax whether on land or on

35 income derived from land imposed by the

State-or-Commonwealth-Government laws of the

State or Commonwealth.
Where in any iease made after the first day of
August, one thousand nine hundred and fourteen, it is

40 provided that a reduced amount, as rent, shall be

accepted
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accepted by the lessor upon any condition to be per-
formed by the lessee, such reduced amount shall be
taken to be the “rent” under the lease; and if any
rebate, discount, allowance, or other reduction from
b any rent is provided for in any such lease, the * rent ”
shall be deemed to be the amount payable by the
lessee after every such reduction is made.
3. (1) This Act apphies shall apply to any dwelling- Application
house which is subject to a lease made before or after the ° A°*
10 commencement of this Aect, for any term not exceeding
three years, at a rent not exceeding two—hundred—and
eight seventy-eight pounds a year, or a proportionate sum
for a less period, or which at any time during the—year
one-thousand-nine-hundred—and-fourteen a period of six
15 months before the passing of this Act has been let at a
rent not exceeding the above-mentioned amount: Pro-
vided that nothing herein contained shall apply to
dwelling-houses ordinarily leased for summer residence.
(2) This Act applies shall apply within the localities
20 appointed by the Governor and proclaimed in the
Gazette.
(3) This Act shall bind the Crown.

Fair rents court.

4. There shall be fair rents courts under this Act, Constitution

25 and each shall consist of a stipendiary or police °f c™*
magistrate who shall be appointed by the Governor
upon the recommendation of the Public Service Board
for--a—term—of-three—years:  Such courts shall sit at such
times and places as the Governor shall direct.

30 5. The Governor, upon the recommendation of the Appointment
Public Service Board, shall appoint a registrar of each °f °fficers
court and such other officers as may be necessary for
carrying out the provisions of this Act.

Application to court.

385 6. (1) Any lessor, or any lessee who has paid or Application
tendered all rent due and payable under his lease, "0 {etermine
may apply to the court to have the fair rent of the
dwelling-house leased by or to him determined by
the court. (2)
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(2) The application shall be made to the registrar
and shall be in the form prescribed.

(3) The court shall hear the application and
determine the fair rent. In all cases the rent so

5 determined shall be the rent of the dwelling-house as

from the date of the-applieation such determination.

(4) It the dwelling-house be subject to any mort-
gage, the mortgagee shall be entitled to notice of the
application and to be a party to the proceedings.

10 Powers of the court.

7. Upon such hearing the court shall may receive as
evidence statutory declarations made as prescribed, and
shall take the oral evidence of the parties and of wit-
nesses called on their behalf. But the magistrate may,

15 if he thinks fit, require the attendance of any declarant

Evidence.

for purposes of cross-examination on the contents of his -

declaration, and failing such attendance the declaration
shall not be receivable as evidence.
8. Neither] barristers nor solicitors shjall be allowed

20 to appear for |any party or upon any appllication in the
court, but the| court may, in any case whlere a party is
not able to alppear, or to efficiently conlduct his case,
permit any pefrson, not being a membefr of the legal
profession or employed therein, to appear flor such party,

25 but no such pelrson shall be entitled to demfand or recover
any fee or rewjard for his attendance at thle court or for

8. The practice upon the hearing of any application
under this Act shall in respect of the examination and

30 cross-examination of witnesses and the right of address-
ing the magistrate upon the case in reply or otherwise
be as nearly as possible in accordance with that of the
Supreme Court upon the trial of an issue of fact in an
action at law.

35 9. (1) Indetermining the fair rent the court shall first
ascertain the capital value of the dwelling-house. Such
capital value shall be the unimproved-value-of-theland;
plus the estimfated cost of erecting a simlilar dwelling-
house thereon| at the time of the recjeipt of such

application, lefss such fair and reasonable] sum as may
e

Audieneer

Practice of
court,

Deter-
mination.
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be-estimated—for-any-depreeciation. capital sum which the
fee simple of the land might be expected to realise if
offered for sale on such reasonable terms and conditions
as a bona fide seller would require.

5 (2) The| current rate books of the] municipality
or shire in wihich the dwelling-house is| situate shall
be conclusive |evidence of the unimproveld capital value
bbbl

(3 2) The court shall determine the fair rent at
10 a rate of not less than five-nor-smore-than-seven-and-one
half-per-eentum; the rate of interest which is for the time
being charged upon overdrafts by the Commonwealth
Bank of Australia and not more than two and a-half per
centum above such last mentioned rate, of the capital
15 value of the dwelling-house determined as aforesaid, plus
the annual rates and taxes on the same, plus the
amount estimated to be required annually for repairs
(including painting) maintenance and renewal and
plus insurance of any buildings, and plus an amount
20 estimated to be the annual depreciation in value of the
buildings, if such depreciation diminishes their letting
value, and plus such amount (if any) as the court may
deem proper to be allowed for the estimated time per
year when the dwelling-house may be untenanted, bué
25 the—fie-rent—shatnotin—nny—cise-exeped—ten—per-contiin
of—the-eapialvibie-as—ascertiined—under Hhisoseetion: and
plus such other outgoings and allowances as the court
may deem proper and equitable in the circumstances of
the case:

30 Provided thlat, excepting where special fcircumstances
which render [an increase equitable are [proved to the
satisfaction of | the court, the fair rent shfall not exceed

" the rent at wihich the dwelling was let ofn the first day
of Jannary, opne thousand nine hundred Jand fifteen.

(S]]

35  10. Where a bailding dwelling-house is occupied by Lessee of part
two or more separate lessees, the court shall determine °f2 building.

the fair rent of the building; whole, and then deter-

mine the proportion of such fair rent as which it

shall deem to be the fair rent of the portion of the
40 dwelling-house of the lessee making the application.

11.
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11. If any applicant being a lessee duly pays the Pendsay of

rent of the dwelling-house leased by him, and otherwise S

performs the conditions of his lease, the lessor shall not
demand any increased rent or give any notice or take
bany proceedings to terminate the tenancy during the
pendency of the application. nerfor-—three-months—there-
after:
12. In an]y case where the applicant [is the lessee of Furnikhed
a dwelling-hofuse and furniture, the coufrt shall deter- ;};Zf;glz“g
10 mine the fair |rent of the dwelling-house [irrespective of
the furniture,| and shall also detelmme in| its discretion
the amount o|f rent to be paid for the fufrniture.

Duration and effect of determination.

13- 12. The determination of the court, except as here- period for
15 inafter provided, shall remain in force for such 5T Mol o
not less than six months nor more than three years in force.

after such determination as may be therein mentioned ;
but, if no period is mentioned, it shall remain in force
for three years after such determination. Such deter-
20 mination while in force shall apply to any lease of the
dwelling-house then current, and to the lessor and lessee
thereof, notwithstanding any change of ownership or
tenancy.
While any such determination is in force, no applica-
25 tion shall be made to vary it, or to determine the fair
rent of the dwelling-house, unless where the applicant
is the lessor, and satisfies the registrar court that sub-
stantial alterations or additions have been made to the
dwelling house since the said determination, or that the
30 outgoings of the lessor in respect of the dwelling-house
have been increased.
34, 13. While any such determination is in force, the Rent to be as
rent paid by any lessee shall not exceed the fair rent determined:
determined by the court, notwithstanding any term or
3bcovenant in any lease current at the time of the
application, or made at any time thereafter during
such period, and any sum paid as rent during such -
period ex-hetween-the-dates-of-appheation-and-determination
by any lessee in excess of such fair rent, may be recovered
40 by the lessee from the lessor to whom it was paid in an
action of debt in any competent court.
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15- 14. Any person who, during the period while any penalty on
determination of the fair rent of a dwelling-house is in lessor-
force, lets the said dwelling-house at a rent exceeding the
fair rent determined by the court, or during such period
5 knowingly receives any sum as rent exceeding the fair
rent as so determined shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding twenty pounds.
16. 15. While any such determination in respect of a Covenants to
dwelling-house is in force, the legal remedies for enfore- P2y r"t ' o
10 ing any covenant or agreement— determined
(a) to pay rent for such dwelling-house in excess of 4ol ey
that fixed by such determination ; or
(b) which directly or indirectly would secure to
any person the payment of rent or of money in
15 respect of the occupation of such dwelling-house
so that the amount received by such person
would exceed the fair rent fixed by such deter-
mination,
shall be weid- limited to enforcing the fair rent so deter-

90 mined.

17- 16. (1) Any person who by any threat endeavours Threats
to dissuade or prevent a lessee from making or prose- {4t
cuting any application under this Act shall be liable to

a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

25 {2) Any person who wilfally unlawfully does or Acts to the
procures any act or thing to be done for the purpose of jletrment of
imposing any detriment or disadvantage upon a lessee
by reason of his having made an application under this
Act, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty

30 pounds ; and if two or more persons concur in the doing

of any such act, or in procuring any such thing to be
done, they shall each be liable to a penalty not exceeding
one hundred pounds. ‘

Jurisdiction of the court.

3518. 1'7. The court in every case shall have jurisdiction Determina-
to inquire and decide whether any application or subject jior b
matter is within the provisions of this Act, and whether
such application and subject matter may be considered
and determined hereunder; and every decision, deter-

40 mination, and order of the court purporting to have been
made under the provisions of this Act shall be final, and
no writ of prohibitien or certiorari shall lie in respect

thereof. 19;




Act No. , 1915. 8

Fair Rents.

19: 18. The courtshallhave the powers conferred by the powers of the
Royal Commissioners Evidence Act, 1901, on a commis- ¢
sioner appointed thereunder ; and the said Act, section
nine excepted, shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to any

b witness or person summoned by or appearing before
the court.

20: 19. Mo costs shall be allowed in any proceeding Costs.
under this Act.

General provisions.

1021 20. Any covenant or agreement by which any contracts
person purports to limit his right to proceed under this jmune rebt

Act for the determination of the fair rent of a dwelling- under this

house, or to affect any rights to which he would be A tobe

entitled under this Act shall be void. e

15 22: 21. The clerk or other officer having custody of the Inspection of
rate-books of a municipality or shire shall allow the ™t books.
registrar to inspect and take copies of or extracts from
such rate books, and shall not be entitled to charge any
fees in respect of such inspection, copies, or extracts.

20 23: 22. Any person on tendering the sum of sixpence Information
shall be entitled to obtain from the registrar information i3 f{;,?ﬁfnrge_“t
as to the fair rent of any dwelling-house as fixed by the bouse,
court.

24. 23. The Governor may make regulations for carry- Regulations,

25 ing out the provisions of this Aect, and in particular
for—

regulating the making and receipt of applications
to determine fair rent and prescribing the
notices to be given of the same ; '

30 prescribing the procedure in respect of such

applications ;

prescribing the forms which may be used for the
purposes of this Act; and

prescribing the duties and powers of the registrar

40 and other officers.

Such regulfations shall be published in the Gazette,

and thereupofn shall have the force of [law.
Such
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Such regulations shall—

(1) be published in the Gazette ;

(2) take effect from the date of publication or from
a later date to be specified in such regulations;

b and

(8) be laid before both Houses of Parliament within
fourteen days after publication if Parliament
is in Session ; and if not, then within fourteen
days after the commencement of the next

10 Session.

If either House of Parliament passes a resolution at
any time within fifteen sitting days after such regula-
tions have been laid before such House disallowing any
regulation, such regulation shall thereupon cease to

15 have effect.
25. 24, Penalties under this Act may be imposed by Penalties.
and recovered before the court or a stipendiary or police
magistrate or any two justices in petty sessions.

£ydney : William Applesate Guilick, Governmens Printer.~ 1915

[64.]
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W. S. MOWLE,

Acting Clerk of the Legislative Assemlly.

Legislative Assembly Chamber,

Sydney, 6 October, 1915.
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Act No. , 1915.

An Act to provide for the determination of fair

rents for certain dwelling-houses; to enforce
such determination; to amend certain Acts;
and for purposes consequent thereon or
incidental thereto.

I it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of
5 the same, as follows . —

Short title.

1. This Act may be cited as the ¢ Fair Rents Act,
1915, and shall commence on the first day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and sixteen.

40395
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Fair Rents.

Interpretation and application of Act.

2. In this Act, unless the contrary intention Definitions.
appears,—

“ Court ” means any court constituted under this

5 Act.

“ Dwelling-house ”’ means any premises used wholly '
or partially for residence by a lessee, and in-
cludes any part of any such premises separately
leased, and any land or appurtenances leased

10 with such premises or such part thereof.

“Rates” mean any charges levied by a munici-
pality or shire or by the Metropolitan Board of
Water Supply and Sewerage or the Hunter
District Water Supply and Sewerage Board.

“ Lease ” includes, subject to the limitations of
section three, every letting of a dwelling-house
whether oral, in writing, or by deed.

“ Lessor ” and *‘lessec’ mean the parties to a
“lease ” as herein defined and respectively

20 include a mesne lessor and a mesne lessee.

“ Registrar ” means registrar appointed under this
Act. t

“ Rent ” includes—

(a) any bonus paid or to be paid by the lessee to

23 his lessor.

(b) the value to the lessor of any covenants or
conditions in or relating to the lease to he
performed by the lessee other than usual

y covenants and conditions.

30 (¢) any rates or taxes payable by the lessee in

respect of the dwelling-house.

“Tax” includes any tax whether on land or on
income derived from land imposed by the
State or Commonwealth Government.

~a

ey
or

-

35  Where in any lease made after the first day of
August, one thousand nine hundred and fourteen, 1t is

; provided that a reduced amount, as rent, shall be
accepted by the lessor upon any condition to be per-

formed by the lessee, such reduced amount shall be

40 taken to be the “rent” under the lease; and if any

rebate,




rebate, discount, allowance, or other reduction fmm
any rent is provided for in any such lease, the * rent’
shall be deemed to be the amount payable by the
lessec after every such reduction is made.

3. (1) This Act applies to any dwelling-house which
is subject to a lease made Dbefore or after the
commencement of this Act, for any term not exceeding
three years, at a rent not exceeding two hundred and
eight pounds a year, or a proportionate sum for a less
10 perlod or which at any time during the year one

thousand mine hundred and fourteen has been' let at a

rent not exceeding the above-mentioned amount.

(2) This Act applies within the localities appointed
by the Governor and proclaimed in the Gazette.
15 (3) This Aect shall bind the Crown.

(14

Fair rents court.

4.. There shall be fair rents courts under this Act,
and cach shall consist of a magistrate who shall be
appointed by the Governor upon the recommendation

20 of the Public Service Board for a term of three years.
Such courts shall sit at such times and places as the
Governor shall direct.

5. The Governor, upon the recommendation of the

Public Service Board, shall appoint a registrar of each
25 courf and such other officers as may be necessary for
n']\ ing out the provisions of this Act.

Application to court.

6. (1) Any lessor, or any lessce who has paid or
tendered all rent due and payable under his lease,
30 may apply to the court to have the fair rent of the
dwelling-hiouse leased by or to him determined by
the court.
(2) The application shall be made to the registrar
and shall be in the form prescribed..

35 (3) The court shall hear the application and
determine the fair rent. In all cases the rent so
determined shall be the rent of the dwelling-house as
from the date of the application. Lowers

Application

of Act. 7

Constitution
of court.

Appointment

of otlicers.
Application
to determine
rent.
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Powers of the court.

7. Upon such hearing the court shall receive as
evidence statutory declarations made as prescribed, and
shall take the oral evidence of the parties and of wit-

5 nesses called on their behalf.

Evidence.

8. Neither barristers nor solicitors shall be allowed Aidience.

o appear for any party or upon any application in the
court, but the court may, in any case where a party is
not able to appear, or to eﬁ‘luen‘rly conduet his case,

10 permit any person, not being a member of the legal
profession or employed therem to appear for such party,
but no such person shall be entitled to demand or recover
any fee or reward for his attendance at the court or for
his services therein.

15 9, (1) Indetermining the fair rent the court shall first
ascertain the capital value of the dwelling-house. Such
capital value shall be the unimproved value of the land,
plus the estimated cost of erecting a similar dwelling-
house thereon at the time of the receipt of such

20 application, less such fair and reasonable sum as may
be estimated for any depreciation.

(2) The current rate books of the municipality
or shire in which the dwelling-house is situate shall
be conclusive evidence of the unimproved capital value

25 of the land.

(3) The court shall determine the fair rvent at
a rate of not less than five nor more than seven and
one-half per centum of the capital value of the dwelling-
house determined as aforesaid, plus the annual rates and
30 taxes on the same, plus the amount estimated to Dhe
required annually for repairs (including painting) and
plus insurance of any buildings, and plus an amount
estimated to be the annual depremation in value of the
buildings, if such depreciation diminishes their letting
35 value, and plus such.amount, if any, as the court may
deem proper to be allowed for the estimated time per
vear when the dwelling-house may be untenanted, but
the fair rent shall not in any case exceed ten per centum

of the capital value as ascertained under this section :
Provided

Deter-
mination.
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Provided that, excepting where special eircumstances
which render an increase equitable are proved to the
satisfaction of the court, the fair rent shall not exceed
the rent at which the dwelling was let on the first day

5 of January, one thousand nine hundred and fifteen.

10. Where a building is occupied by two or more
separate lessees, the court shall determine the fair rent
of the building, and then determine the proportion of
such fair rent as it shall deem to be the fair rent of the

10 dwelling-house of the lessee making the application.

11. If any applicant being a lessee duly pays the
rent of the dwelling-house leased by him, and otherwise
performs the conditions of his lease, the lessor shall not
demand any increased rent or give any notice or take

15 any proceedings to terminate the tenancy during the
pendency of the application, nor for three months
thereafter.

12. In any case where the applicant is the lessee of

a dwelling-house and furniture, the court shall deter-

20 mine the fair rent of the dwelling-house irrespective of

the furniture, and shall also determine in its diseretion
the amount of rent to be paid for the furniture.

Duration and effect of determination.

13. The determination of the court, except as here-
25 inafter provided, shall remain in force for such period,
not less than six months nor more than three years
after such determination as may be therein mentioned;
but, if no period is mentioned, it shall remain in force
for three years after such determination. Such deter-
30 mination while in force shall apply to any lease of the
dwelling-house then current, and to the lessor and lessee
thereof, notwithstanding any change of ownership.

While any such determination is in force, no applica-
tion shall be made to vary it, or to determine the fair
35 rent of the dwelling-house, unless where the applicant
is the lessor, and satisfies the registrar that substantial
alterations: or additions have heen made to the house
since the said determination.:
14.

Lessee of part
of a huilding.

Pendency of
application.

FFurnished
dwelling-
houses.

Period for
which deter-
mination is
in force.
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14. While any such determination is in force, the Rent to be as
rent paid by any lessee shall not exceed the fair rent Lt e
determined Dby the court, notwithstanding any term or
covenant in any lease current st the time of the
application, or made at any time thereafter during
such period, and any sum paid as rent during such
period or between the dates of application and deter-
mination by any lessee in-excess of such fair rent, may
De recovered 1)) the lessee from the lessor to w hom it
10 was paid in an action of debt in any competent court.

~

15. Any person who, during the period while any Penalty on
determination of the fair rent of a dwelling-house is in '
force, lets the said dwelling-house at a rent exceedmg‘ the
fair rent determined by the court, or during such period

15 knowingly receives any sum as rent e\cudmo‘ the fair
rent as so determined shall be liable to a ponal‘n not
exceeding twenty pounds.

16. While any such determination in respect of a Covenants to
- o ay rent i
dwelling-house is in force, any covenant or agreement— Py (L

determined
20 (a) to pay rent for such dwelling-house in excess of o be void.

that fixed by such detcxmnntlon —or

(b) which directly or indirectly would secure to
any person the payment of rent or of money in
respect of the occupation of such dw elhng-housc

25 so that the amount received by such person
would exceed the fair rent fixed by such deter-
mination,

shall be void.

17. (1) Any person who by any threat endeavours Threats
30 to dissuade or prevent a lessee from making or prose- igainst

cuting any application under this Act shall be liable to
a penalty not excéeding fifty pounds.

(2) Any person who wilfully does or procures Acts to the
any act or thing to be done for the purpose of imposing {ttiment of
35 any detriment or disadvantage upon a lessee by reason
of his having made an application under this Act,
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds ;
and if two or more persons concur in the (101ng of any

such
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such act, or in procuring any such thing to be done,
they shall each be liable to a penalty not exceeding
one hundred pounds.

Jurisdiction of the court.

5 18. The court in every case shall have jurisdiction to Determina-
inquire and decide whether any application or subject Hor t b
matter is within the provisions of this Act, and whether
such application and subject matter may be considered
and determined hereunder; and every decision, deter-
10 mination, and order of the court purpor ting to have heen

made under the provisions of this Act shall be final, and

no writ of prohibition or certiorari shall lie in respect

thereof.

19. The court shall have the powers conferred by the powers of the

15 Royal Commissioners Evidence Act, 1901, on a commis- conrt

sioner appointed thereunder; and the said Act, section

nine excepted, shall, mutatis mutandis, applv to any

witness or person summoned by or appearing before

the court.

20 20. No costs shall be allowed in any proceeding Costs.
under this Act.

General provisions.

21. Any covenant or agreement by which any contracts
person 1)urports to limit his right to procovd under this i‘(;“;f:)’im’i‘“
25 Act for the determination of th(\ fair rent of a dwelling- under this

“ . : .. Act to be
house, or to affect any richts to which he weould be ¢t tobe
3 bo

vorud.
entitled under this Act shall be void.

22. The clerk or other officer having custody of the Tuspection of
rate-books of a municipality or shire “shall allow the rate beoks.
30 registrar to inspect and take copies of or extracts from
such rate books, and shall not be entitled to charge any
fees in respect of such inspection, copies, or extracts.
23. Any person on tendering the sum of sixpence Information
shall be entitled to obtain from the registrar information 2 fi““e;;:”‘f‘ .
35 as to the fair rent of any dwelling-house as fixed by the house,
court.

24,
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24. The Governor may make regulations for carry- Regulations.
ing out the provisions of this Act, and in particular
for—
regulating the making and receipt of applications
5 to determine fair rent and prescribing the
notices to be given of the same;
preseribing  the procedure in respect of such
applications;
prescribing the forms which may be used for the
10 purposes of this Act; and
preseribing the duties and powers of the registrar
and other officers. :
Such regulations shall be published in the Gazette,
and thereupon shall have the force of law.
15 25, Penaltics under this Act may be imposed by Penalties,
and recovered before the court or a stipendiary or police
magistrate or any two justices in petty sessions.

Cvduey : William Applegate Gullick, Government Irinter.—1013

[6d.]
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Act No. 66, 1915.

An Act to provide for the determination of fair
rents for certain dwelling-houses; to enforce
such determination ; to amend certain Acts ;
and for purposes consequent thereon or
incidental thereto. [Assented to, 29th Decem-
ber, 1913.]

BE it enactéd by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,

by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-
lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :(—

Short title.
1. This Act may be cited as the ¢ Fair Rents Act, Short title.
1915,” and shall commence on the first day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and sixteen.
Interpretalion

I have examined this Dill, and find it to correspond in all respects wilh
the Bill as sinally passed by both Houses,

THOS. H. THROWER,
Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Assemlly.
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Interpretation and application of Act.

Definitions. @ Tn this Act, unless the contrary intention
appears,— :
“Court ” means any court constituted under this
Act. »

“ Dwelling-house” means any premises leased
wholly or partially for residence by a lessee,
and includes any part of any such premises
separately leased, and any land or appurtenances
leased with such premises or such part thereof.

“Rates” mean any charges levied by a munici-

pality or shire or by the Metropolitan Board of

Water Supply and Sewerage or the Hunter
District Water Supply and Sewerage Board.

‘“ Lease ” includes, subject to the limitations of
section three, every letting of a dwelling-house
whether oral, in writing, or by deed.

“Lessor” and ‘lessee’” mean the parties to a
“lease ” as herein defined and respectively
include a mesne lessor and a mesne lessee.

“ Registrar ” means registrar appointed under this
Act.

“ Rent ” includes—

(a) any bonus paid or to be paid by the lessee to
his lessor.

(b) the value to the lessor of any covenants or
conditions in or relating to the lease to be
performed Dby the lessee other than usual
covenants and conditions.

(c) any rates or taxes payable by the lessee in
respect of the dwelling-house, but excepting
excess water rates, garbage, and sanitary charges
if paid by the tenant.

“Tax” includes any tax whether on land or on
income derived from land imposed by the
laws of the State or Commonwealth.

Where in any lease made after the first day of
August, one thousand nine hundred and fourteen, it is
provided that a reduced amount, as rent, shall be

accepted

-
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accepted by the lessor upon any condition to be per-
formed by the lessee, such reduced amount shall be
taken to be the ‘““rent” under the lease; and if any
rebate, discount, allowance, or other reduction from
any rent is provided for in any such lease, the ¢ rent”
shall be deemed to be the amount payable by the
lessee after every such reduction is made.

3. (1) This Act shall apply to any dwelling-house Apptication
which is subject to a lease made before or after the o Act:
commencement of ‘this Act, for any term not exceeding
three years, at a rent not exceeding one hundred and
fifty-six pounds a year, or a proportionate sum for a less
period, or which at any time during a period of six
months before the passing of this Act has been let at
a rent not exceeding the above-mentioned amount :
Provided that nothing herein contained shall apply to
dwelling-houses ordinarily leased for summer residence.

(2) This Act shall apply within the localities
appointed by the Governor and proclaimed in the
Gazette.

(3) This Act shall bind the Crown.

Fair rents court.

4. There shall be fair rents courts under this Act, Constitation
and each shall consist of a stipendiary or police magis- “f “"**
trate who shall be appointed by the Governor upon the
recommendation of the Public Service Board. Such
courts shall sit at such times and places as the Governor
shall direct.

5. The Governor, upon the recommendation of the Appointment
Public Service Board, shall appoint a registrar of each °f °ficers
court and such other officers as may be necessary for
carrying out the provisions of this Act.

Application to court.

6. (1) Any lessor or any lessce who has paid or Application
tendered all rent due and payable under his lease, !2(ctermine
may apply to the court to have the fair rent of the
dwelling-house leased by or to him determined by
the court.

(2) The application shall be made to the registrar

and shall be in the form preseribed. (3)
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(3) The court shall hear the application and
determine the fair rent. In all cases the rent so
determined shall be the rent of the dwelling-house as
from a date not earlier than the date of such application,
(4) If the dwelling-house be subject to any mort-
gage, the mortgagee shall be entitled to notice of the

application and to be a party to the proceedings.

Powers of the court.

7. Upon such hearing the court may receive as
evidence statutory declarations made as prescribed, and
shall take the oral evidence of the parties and of wit-
nesses called on their behalf.  But the magistrate may,
if he thinks fit, require the attendance of any declarant
for purposes of cross-examination on the contents of his
declaration, and failing such attendance the declaration
shall not be receivable as evidence.

8. The practice upon the hearing of any application
under this Act shall in respect of the examination and
cross-examination of witnesses and the right of address-
ing the magistrate upon the case in reply or otherwise
be as nearly as possible in accordance with that of the
Supreme Court upon the trial of an issue of fact in an
action at law.

9. (1) Indetermining the fair rent the court shall first
ascertain the capital value of the dwelling-house. Such
capital value shall be the unimproved value of the land,
being the capital sum which the fee simple of the land
might be expected to realise if offered for sale on such
reasonable terms and conditions as a bona fide seller
would require, assuming that the improvements if any
thereon or appertaining thereto had not been made
plus the estimated cost of erecting a similar dwelling-
house thereon at the time of the receipt of such
application, less such fair and reasonable sum as may
be estimated for any depreciation.

(2) The court shall determine the fair rent at a
rate of not less than the rate of interest which is for the
time being charged upon overdrafts by the Common-
wealth Bank of Australia and not more than two and

a
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a half per centum above such last mentioned rate, on
the capital value of the dwelling-house determined as
aforesaid, plus the annual rates and taxes on the same,
plus the amount estimated to be required annually for
repairs (including painting), maintenance, and renewal,
and plus insurance of any bulldm_)\, and plus an amount
estimated to be the annual depreciation in value of the
buildings, if such depreciation diminishes their letting
value, and plus such amount (if any) as the court may
deem proper to be allowed for the estimated time per
year when the dwelling-house may be untenanted :

Provided that, excepting where circumstances which
render an increasc equitable are proved to the
satisfaction of the court, the fair rent shall not exceed
the rent at which the dwelling was let on the first day
of January, one thousand nine hundred and fifteen.

10. Where a dwelling-house is occupied by two or Lessce of part
more separate lessees, the court shall determine the fair 7)Mo
rent of the whole, and then determine the proportion of
such fair rent which it shall deem to be the fair rent of
the portion of the dwelling-house of the lessee making
the application.

11. If any applicant being a lessec duly pays the Pendency of
rent of the dwelling-house leased by him, and otherwise *Pplication-
performs the conditions of his lease, the lessor shall not
demand any increased rent or give any notice or take
any proceedings to terminate the ten'mcv during the
pendency of the application nor for three months there-
after without reasonable cause.

12. In any case where the applicant is the lessee of Furnished
a dwelling-house and furniture, the court shall deter- ;};;‘;‘j;“g
mine the fair rent of the dwelling-house irrespective of
the furniture, and shall also determine in its discretion

the amount of rent to be paid for the furniture.

Duration and effect of determination.

13. The determination of the court, except as here- Period for
inafter provided, shall remain in force for such period, oo
not less than six months nor more than three years in force.

after
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after such determination as may be therein mentioned;
but, if no period is mentioned, it shall remain in force
for three years after such determination. Such deter-
mination while in force shall apply to any lease of the
dwelling-house then current, and to the lessor and lessee
thereof, notwithstanding any change of ownership or
tenancy.

While any such determination is in force, no applica-
tion shall be made to vary it, or to determine the fair
rent of the dwelling-house, unless where the applicant
is the lessor, and satisfies the registrar that substantial
alterations or additions have been made to the dwelling-
house since the said determination, or that the outgoings
of the lessor in respect of the dwelling-house have been
increased.

14. While any such determination is in force, the
rent paid by any lessee shall not exceed the fair rent
determined by the court, notwithstanding any term or
covenant in any lease current at the time of the
application, or made at any time thereafter during
such period, and any sum paid as rent during such period,
or any period subsequent to the date fixed by the court,
by any lessee in excess of such fair rent, may be recovered
by the lessee from the lessor to whom it was paid in an
action of debt in any competent court.

15. Any person who, during the period while any
determination of the fair rent of a dwelling-house is in
force, lets the said dwelling-house at a rent exceeding the
fair rent determined by the court, or during such period
knowingly receives any sum as rent exceeding the fair
rent as so determined shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding twenty pounds.

16. While any such determination in respect of a
dwelling-house is in force, the legal remedies for enforcing
any covenant or agreement—

(a) to pay rent for such dwelling-house in excess of
that fixed by such determination ; or
(b) which directly or indirectly would secure to
any person the payment of rent or of money in
respect of the occupation of such dwelling-house
SO

=~
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so that the amount received by such person
would exceed the fair rent fixed by such deter-
mination,

shall be limited to enforcing the fair rent so determined.

17. (1) Any person who by any threat endeavours Threats
to dissuade or prevent a lessee from making or prose- p&ims’
cuting any application under this Act shall be liable to
a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

(2) Any person who unlawfully does or pro- Acts to the
cures any act or thing to be done for the purpose of jetiment of
imposing any detriment or disadvantage upon a lessee
by reason of his having made an application under this
Act, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty
pounds ; andif two or more persons concur in the doing
of any such aet, or in procuring any such thing to be
done, they shall each beliable to a penalty not exceeding
one hundred pounds.

Jurisdiction of the court.

18. The court in every case shall have jurisdiction Determina-
to inquire and decide whether any application or subject {7 b
matter is within the provisions of this Act, and whether
such application and subject matter may be considered
and determined hereunder; and every decision, deter-
mination, and order of the court purporting to have been
made under the provisions of this Act shall be final, and
no writ of prohibition or certiorari shall lie in respeet
thereof. ;

19. The court shall have the powers conferred by the Powers of the
Royal Commissioners Evidence Act, 1901, on a commis- ©*™*
sioner appointed thereunder; and the said Act, section
nine excepted, shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to any
witness or person summoned by or appearing before
the court.

20. No costs shall be allowed in any proceeding costs.
under this Act.

General provisions.

21. Any covenant or agreement by which any Contracts
person purports to limit his right to proceed under this g fsht
Act for the determination of the fair rent of a dwelling- under this
house, or to affect any rights to which he weuld be?%Pe

void.
entitled under this Act shall be void. 22.
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Inspection of 22, The clerk or other officer having custody of the

ratebooks: pate-hooks of a municipality or shire shall allow the
registrar to inspect and take copies of or extracts from
such rate books, and shall not be entitled to charge any
fees in respect of such inspection, copies, or extracts.

Information 23. Any person on tendering the sum of sixpence .

fair rent 4 : S : .
o fﬁm}}fnrgef shall be entitled to obtain from the registrarinformation

house, as to the fair rent of any dwelling-house as fixed by the
court:

Regulations. 24, The Governor may make regulations for carry-
ing out the provisions of this Act, and in particular
for—

regulating the making and receipt of applications
to determine fair rent and prescribing the
notices to be given of the same;

prescribing the procedure in respect of- such
applications

prescribing the forms which may be used for the
purposes of this Act; and

preseribing the duties and powers of the registrar
and other officers.

Such regulations shall—

(1) be published in the Gazette ;

(2) take effect from the date of publication or from
a later date to be specified in such regulations ;
and

(3) be laid before both Houses of Parliament within
fourteen days after publication if Parliament
is in Session; and if not, then within fourteen
days after the commencement of the next
Session.

If either House of Parliament passes a resolution at
any time within fifteen sitting days after such regula-
tions have been laid before such House disallowing any
regulation, such regulation shall thereupon cease to
have effect.

Penalties. 25. Pcnalties under this Act may be imposed by
and recovered before the court or a stipendiary or police
magistrate or any two justices in petty sessions.

In the name and on behalf of His Majesty I assent to
this Act.
G. STRICKLAND,
Goveruwment House, Governor.
Sydney, 29th December, 1915.
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Act No. 66, 1915.

An Act to provide for the determination of fair
rents for certain dwelling-houses; to enforce
such determination; to amend certain Acts ;
and for purposes consequent thereon or
incidental thereto. [Assented to, 29th Decem-
ber, 1915.)

E it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,
. by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-
lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South

Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :(—

Short title.

1. This Act may be cited as the ¢ Fair Rents Act, Short title.
1915,” and shall commence on the first day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and sixteen.
Interpretation
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Interpretation and application of Act.

2. In this Act, unless the contrary intention
appears,—

“ Court ” means any court constituted under this
Act.

“ Dwelling-house” means any premises leased
wholly or partially for residence by a lessee,
and includes any part of any such premises
separately leased, and any land or appurtenances
leased with such premises or such part thereof.

“Rates” mean any charges levied by a munici-
pality or shire or by the Metropolitan Board of
Water Supply and Sewerage or the Hunter
DNt] ict Water Supply and Sew erage Board.

 Lease ” includes, subject to the limitations of
section three, every letting of a dwelling-house
whether oral, in writing, or by deed.

“ Lessor ” and ¢ lessee” mean the parties to a
“lease ” as herein defined and respectively
include a mesne lessor and a mesne lessee.

“ Registrar ” means registrar appointed under this
Act.

“ Rent ” includes—

(a) any bonus paid or to be paid by the lessee to
his lessor.

(b) the value to the lessor of any covenants or
conditions in or relating to the lease to be
performed by the lessee other than usual
covenants and conditions.

(¢) any rates or taxes payable by the lessee in
respect of the dwelling-house, but excepting
excess water rates, garbage, and sanitary charges
if paid by the tenant.

“Tax” includes any tax whether on land or on
income derived from land imposed by the
laws of the State or Commonwealth.

Where in any iease made after the first day of
August, one thot sand nine hundred and fourteen, it -is
provided that a reduced amount, as rent, shall be

K accepted

~—
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accepted by the lessor upon any condition to be per-

formed by the lessee, such reduced amount shall be

taken to be the ‘“rent” under the lease; and if any

rebate, discount, allowance, or other reduction from

any rent is provided for in any such lease, the “rent 2

shall be deemed to be the amount payable by the !

lessee after every such reduction is made. ‘
3. (1) This Act shall apply to any dwelling-house Application

which is subject to a lease made before or after the * 'y

commencement of this Act, for any term not exceeding

three years, at a rent not exceeding one hundred and

fifty-six pounds a year, or a proportionate sum for a less

period, or which at any time during a period of six

months before the passing of this Act has been let at

a rent not exceeding the above-mentioned amount:

Provided that nothing herein contained shall apply to

dwelling-houses ordinarily leased for summer residence.

(2) This Act shall apply within the localities
appointed by the Governor and proclaimed in the
Gazette.

(3) This Act shall bind the Crown.

Fair rents court.

4. There shall be fair rents courts under this Act, Constitution
and each shall consist of a stipendiary or police magis- o o
trate who shall be appointed by the Governor upon the
recommendation of the Public Service Board. Such
courts shall sit at such times and places as the Governor
shall direct.

5. The Governor, upon the recommendation of the Appointment
Public Service Board, shall appoint a registrar of each s
court and such other officers as may be necessary for
carrying out the provisions of this Act.

Application to court.

6. (1) Any lessor or any lessee who has paid or Application
tendered all rent due and payable under his lease, i Savvpine
may apply to the court to have the fair rent of the
dwelling-house leased by or to him determined by
the court.

(2) The application shall be made to the registrar
and shall be in the form prescribed. (3)
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(3) The court shall hear the application and
determine the fair rent. In all cases the rent so
determined shall be the rent of the dwelling-house as
from a date not earlier than the date of such application.

(4) Tf the dwelling-house be subject to any mort-
gage, the mortgagee shall be entitled to notice of the
application and to be a party to the proceedings.

Powers of the court.

7. Upon such hearing the court may receive as
evidence statutory declarations made as prescribed, and
shall take the oral evidence of the parties and of wit-
nesses called on their behalf. But the magistrate may,
if he thinks fit, require the attendance of any declarant
for purposes of cross-examination on the contents of his
declaration, and failing such attendance the declaration
shall not be receivable as evidence.

8. The practice upon the hearing of any application
under this Act shall in respect of the examination and
cross-examination of witnesses and the right of address-
ing the magistrate upon the case in reply or otherwise
be as nearly as possible in accordance with that of the
Supreme Court upon the trial of an issue of fact in an
action at law.

9. (1) Indetermining the fair rent the court shall first
ascertain the capital value of the dwelling-house. Such
capital value shall be the unimproved value of the land,
being the capital sum which the fee simple of the land
might be expected to realise if offered for sale on such
reasonable terms and conditions as a bona fide seller
would require, assuming that the improvements if any
thereon or appertaining thereto had not been made
plus the estimated cost of erecting a similar dwelling-
house thereon at the time of the receipt of such
application, less such fair and reasonable sum as may
be estimated for any depreciation.

(2) The court shall determine the fair rent at a
rate of not less than the.rate of interest which is for the
time being charged upon overdrafts by the Common-
wealth Bank of Australia and not more than two and

a
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a half per centum above such last mentioned rate, on
the capital value of the dwelling-house determined as
aforesaid, plus the annual rates and taxes on the same,
plus the amount estimated to be required annually for
repairs (including painting), maintenance, and renewal,
and plus insurance of any buildings, and plus an amount
estimated to be the annual depreciation in value of the
buildings, if such depreciation diminishes their letting
value, and plus such amount (if any) as the court may
deem proper to be allowed for the estimated time per
year when the dwelling-house may be untenanted :

Provided that, excepting where circumstances which
render an increase equitable are proved to the
satisfaction of the court, the fair rent shall not exceed
the rent at which the dwelling was let on the first day
of January, one thousand nine hundred and fifteen.

10. Where a dwelling-house is occupied by two Or Lessee of part
more separate lessees, the court shall determine the fair of 2 dwelling:
rent of the whole, and then determine the proportion of
such fair rent which it shall deem to be the fair rent of
the portion of the dwelling-house of the lessee making
the application.

11. If any applicant. heing a lessee duly pays the Pendency of
rent of the dwelling-house leased by him, and otherwise *PPlication.
performs the conditions of his lease, the lessor shall not
demand any increased rent or give any notice or take
any proceedings to terminate the tenancy during the
pendency of the application nor for three months there-
after without reasonable cause.

12. In any case where the applicant is the lessee of Furnished
a dwelling-house and furniture, the court shall deter- | eline:
mine the fair rent of the dwelling-house irrespective of
the furniture, and shall also determine in its discretion

the amount of rent to be paid for the furniture.

Duration and effect of determination.

13. The determination of the court, except as here- Period for
inafter provided, shall remain in force for such period, Yrich deter-
not less than six months nor more than three years in force.

after
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after such determination as may be therein mentiouned;
but, if no period is mentioned, it shall remain in force
for three years after such determination. Such deter-
mination while in force shall apply to any lease of the
dwelling-house then current, and to the lessor and lessee
thereof, notwithstanding any change of ownership or
tenancy.

While any such determination is in force, no applica-
tion shall be made to vary it, or to determine the fair
rent of the dwelling-house, unless where the applicant
is the lessor, and satisfies the registrar that substantial
alterations or additions have been made to the dwelling-
house since the said determination, or that the outgoings
of the lessor in respect of the dwelling-house have been
increased.

14. While any such determination is in force, the
rent paid by any lessee shall not exceed the fair rent
determined by the court, notwithstanding any term or
covenant in any lease current at the time of the
application, or made at any time thereafter during
such period, and any sum paid as rent during such period,
or any period subsequent to the date fixed by the court,
by any lessee in excess of such fair rent, may be recovered
by the lessee from the lessor to whom it was paid in an
action of debt in any competent court.

15. Any person who, during the period while any
determination of the fair rent of a dwelling-house is in
force, lets the said dwelling-house at a rent exceeding the
fair rent determined by the court, or during such period
knowingly receives any sum as rent exceeding the fair
rent as so determined shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding twenty pounds.

16. While any such determination in respect of a
dwelling-house is in force, the legal remedies for enforcing
any covenant or agreement—

(a) to pay rent for such dwelling-house in excess of
that fixed by such determination ; or
(b) which directly or indirectly would secure to
any person the payment of rent or of money in
respect of the occupation of such dwelling-house
SO
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so that the amount received by such person
would exceed the fair rent fixed by such deter-
mination,

shall be limited to enforcing the fair rent so determined.

17. (1) Any person who by any threat endeavours Threats
to dissuade or prevent a lessee from making or prose- #&nst
cuting any application under this Act shall be liable to
a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

(2) Any person who unlawfully does or pro- Acts to the
cures any act or thing to be done for the purpose of {etriment of
imposing any detriment or disadvantage upon a lessee
by reason of his having made an application under this
Act, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty
pounds ; andif two or more persons concur in the doing
of any such act, or in procuring any such thing to be
done, they shall each be liable to a penalty not exceeding
one hundred pounds.

Jurisdiction of the court.

18. The court in every case shall have jurisdiction Determina-
to inquire and decide whether any application or subject, fior * b
matter is within the provisions of this Aect, and whether
such application and subject matter may be considered
and determined hereunder; and every decision, deter-
mination, and order of the court purporting to have been
made under the provisions of this Act shall be final, and
no writ of prohibition or certiorari shall lie in respect
thereof.

19. The court shall have the powers conferred by the Powers of the
Royal Commissioners Evidence Act, 1901, on a commis- “"*
sioner appointed thereander; and the said Aect, section
nine excepted, shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to any
witness or person summoned by or appearing before
the court.

20. No costs shall be allowed in any proceeding costs.
under this Act.

General provisions.

21. Any covenant or agreement by which any Contracts
person purports to limit his right to proceed under this limiting right

. g - = & 0 proc cexl

Act for the determination of the fair rent of a dwelling- under this

house, or to affect any rights to which he would be A¢ttobe

void,
entitled under this Act shall he void, 2.
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Inspection of R, The clerk or other officer having custody of the
rate books. A . 1 .
rate-books of a municipality or shire shall allow the
registrar to inspect and take copies of or extracts from
such rate books, and shall not be entitled to charge any
fees in respect of such inspection, copies, or extracts.
Tnformeten | 23. Any person on tendering the sum of sixpence
of dwelling. shall be entitled to obtain from’the registrar information
on as to the fair rent of any dwelling-house as fixed by the
court.
Regulations. 24, The Governor may make regulations for carry-
ing out the provisions of this Act, and in particular
for—
regulating the making and receipt of applications
to determine fair rent and prescribing the
notices to be given of the same ;
prescribing the procedure in respect of such
applications ;
prescribing the forms which may be used for the
purposes of this Act; and
prescribing the duties and powers of the registrar
and other officers.

Such regulations shall—

(1) be published in the Gazette ;

(2) take effect from the date of publication or from
a later date to be specified in such regulations;
and

(3) be laid before both Houses of Parliament within
fourteen days after publication if Parliament
is in Session ; and if not, then within fourteen
days after the commencement of the next

- Session.

If either House of Parliament passes a resolution at
any time within fifteen sitting days after such regula-
tions have been laid before such House disallowing any
regulation, such regulation shall thereupon cease to
have effect.

2 5. Penalties under this Act may be imposed by
and recovered before the court or a stipendiary or police
magistrate or any two justices in petty sessions.

Penalties.

By Authority :
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