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Act No. 14, 1914.

An Act to extend the powers of the Commissioner
appointed to make inquiries relating to the resump-
tion of the Boorabil Leases, and to other matters,
and to further provide for the procedure before such
Commissioner, and for other purposes, and to
further prescribe the duties and immunities of
witnesses examined before such Commissioner, and
to amend and extend the provisions of the Royal
Commissioner’s Evidence Act, 1901 ; and for pur-
poses consequent thereon or incidental thereto.
[Assented to, 23rd July, 1914.]
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Boorabil Commission.

HEREAS by Letters Patent issued under the Great
Seal, dated the ninth day of July, one thousand
nine hundred and fourteen, the Honourable Mr. Justice
Pring was authorised and appointed Sole Commissioner
to make inquiry relating to the matter of the purchase
by the Government of the Boorabil Estate and the
adjoining improvement leases, and the administration of
the Department of Lands in connection with the said
purchase, and other matters connected therewith: And
whereas it is desirable to extend the powers of the
said Commissioner, and to make further provision for
the procedure in such inquiry, and to further preseribe
the duties and immunities of witnesses examined before
such Commissioner, and to extend the Royal Commis-
sioner’s Evidence Act, 1901 : Be it therefore enacted by
the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament
assemnbled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows :— :

1. This Act may be cited as the *“ Boorabil Com-
mission Act, 1914.”

2. The Commissioner shall for the purposes of the
inquiry under the said Letters Patent, or any extension
of the terms of the same, have in addition to the special
powers hereinafter provided all such powers, rights, and
privileges as are vested in the Supreme Court, or in any
Judge thereof, on the occasion of any action or trial in
respect of the following matters :—

(a) The compelling the attendance of witnesses,
and examining them on oath affirmation or
declaration ;

(b) The compelling the production of books, docu-
ments, and writings ;

(¢) The compelling witnesses to answer questions
which the said Commissioner deems to be rele-
vant to the inquiry ;

(d) The punishing persons guilty of contempt or of
disobedience of any order or summons made or
issued by the Commissioner ;

(e) The directing witnesses to be prosecuted for

perjury. 3.
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3. A summons signed by the Commissioner may be Attendance

issued for enforcing the attendance of witnesses or com- °f Witnesses.
pelling the production of books documents and writings.
If any person having been served with such summons
fails to appear the Commissioner may issue a warrant
authorising such person to be apprehended and brought
before him.

4. Any person summoned to attend before the Com- Neglect to
missioner who refuses or neglects or fails to attend in #ten
pursuance of any summons shall notwithstanding the
dissolution or other determination of the Commission be
liable to punishment for contempt of the Supreme Court
on the motion of the Attorney-General.

5. A warrant or order for the arrest, detention, or Dissolution of
imprisonment of a person for contempt or for diso- {ommission
bedience of any order or summons made or issued by proceedings.
the Commissioner shall notwithstanding the Com-
mission is dissolved or otherwise determined be and
remain as valid and effectual in all respects as if the
Commission were not so dissolved or otherwise deter-
mined and upon such dissolution or determination all
the powers rights and privileges of the Commissoner
with respect to such warrant or order and with respect
to a person arrested, detained or imprisoned or to be
arrested, detained or imprisoned by virtue thereof shall
devolve upon and be exercised by the Supreme Court or
a Judge thereof.

6. Any counsel or solicitor appointed by the Crown Appearance
to assist the Commissioner and any person who shows Pefore Com-
to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that he is sub-
stantially and directly interested in any matter, the sub-
ject of the inquiry or that his conduct in relation to any
such matter has been challenged to his detriment, and
who is authorised in that bebalf by the Commissioner
may appear at the inquiry. Any person so authorised
may with the consent of the Commissioner be repre-
sented by counsel or solicitor.

7. Any counsel or solicitor appointed as aforesaid Examination

. . . of witnesses.
and any person authorised as aforesaid or his counsel or
solicitor may with the leave of the Commissioner

examine
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examine or cross-examine any witness on matters which
the Commissioner deems relevant to the inquiry: Any
witness so examined or cross-examined shall have the
same protection and be subject to the same liabilities as
if examined or cross-examined by thé Commissioner.

8. A witness before the Commissioner shall not be
excused from answering any question put to him on the
ground of any privilege, or on the ground that the
answer thereto may criminate or tend to criminate him,
or upon any other ground: Provided that no evidence
taken before the Commissioner shall be admissible
against any person in any civil or criminal proceeding
except in the case of a person accused of having given
false evidence before the Commissioner, or of having
procured or caused or attempted or conspired to procure
or cause the giving of such evidence.

(1) Any witness before the Commissioner who, in
the opinion of the Commissioner, makes a full and true
disclosure touching all matters in respect of which he is
examined, may, in the discretion of the Commissioner,
be granted a certificate signed by the Commissioner,
stating that the witness has on his examination made a
full and true disclosure as aforesaid.

(2) If any civil or criminal proceeding is at any
time thereafter instituted against any such witness in
respect of any matter touching which he has been so
examined, the Court having cognizance of the case shall,
on proof of the certificate, stay the proceedings, and may,
in its discretion, award to the witness such costs as he

may be put to in, or by reason of, the proceedings:
Provided that norhlncr in this section shall apply to the
case of a person accused of having given false evidence
before the Commissioner or of having procured or caused
or attempted or conspired to procure or cause the giving
of such evidence.

10. Every person who wilfully gives false evidence
before the Commissioner shall be gullty of perjury and
shall be punishable accordingly : Provided that no pro-
secution for perjury charged to have been committed
before the Commissioner shall be instituted without the

direction
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direction or leave of the Commissioner or if the Commis-
sion shall have been previously dissolved or otherwise
determined without the leave of a Judge of the Supreme
Court.

11. The Commissioner in conducting the inquiry vidence.
shall not be bound by the technical rules of' evidence.

12. The followm‘“ section shall be read as section txtension of

eleven of the l{oyal Commaissioner’s Evidence Act, L”gr‘,’,a,fns
1901 2 sioner’s
Evidence

11. Inany Letters Patent issued under the Great Act, 1901.
Seal within two years after the passing of this Act
appointing any Judge of the Supreme Court a
Commissioner to make any inquiry, it shall be
lawful for the Governor to declare that all or
any specified sections of the Boorabil Commission
Act, 1914, shall be applicable for the purposes of
such inquiry, and the same shall thereupon be
applied in the holding of the said inquiry.

13. The appointment of the Honorable Mr. Justice pending
Pring as such Commissioner as aforesaid is hereby proceedings.
declared to be valid in all respects, and the pendency of
any legal proceedings in any Court shall not debar the
Commissioner from acting under the said Commission.

14. Nothing in this Act contained shall in any Savingclause.
respect limit the powers, rights and privileges of the
Commissioner under the Royal Commissioner’s Evidence
Act 1901.

By Authority :
WiLLIAM APPLEGATE GULLICK, Government Printer, Sydney, 1914.

[6d.]
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Act No. 14, 1914.

An Act to extend the powers of the Commissioner
appointed to make inquiries relating to the resump-
tion of the Boorabil Leases, and to other matters,
and to further provide for the procedure before such
Commissioner, and for other purposes, and to
further prescribe the duties and immunities of
witnesses examined before such Commissioner, and
to amend and extend the provisions of the Royal
Commissioner’s Evidence Act, 1901 ; and for pur-
poses consequent thereon or incidental thereto.
[Assented to, 23rd July, 1914.] WIHEREAS

I have examined this Bill, and find it to correspond in all respects w.th
the Bill as finally passed by both Houses.

G. A. BURGESS,
Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Assembly.
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'\/ HEREAS by Letters Patent issued under the Great

Seal, dated the ninth day of July, one thousand
nine hundred and fourteen, the Honourable Mr. Justice
Pring was authorised and appointed Sole Commissioner
to make inquiry relating to the matter of the purchase
by the Government of the Boorabil Estate and the
adjoining improvement leases, and the administration of
the Department of Lands in connection with the said
purchase, and other matters connected therewith: And
whereas it is desirable to extend the powers of the
said Commissioner, and to make further provision for
the procedure in such inquiry, and to further prescribe
the duties and immunities of witnesses examined before
such Commissioner, and to extend the Royal Commis-
sioner’s Evidence Act, 1901 : Be it therefore enacted by
the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows :—

1. This Act may be cited as the “ Boorabil Com-
mission Act, 1914.”

2. The Commissioner shall for the purposes of the
inquiry under the said Letters Patent, or any extension
of the terms of the same, have in addition to the special
powers hereinafter provided all such powers, rights, and
privileges as are vested in the Supreme Court, or in any
Judge thereof, on the occasion of any action or trial in
respect of the following matters : —

(a) The compelling the attendance of witnesses,
and examining them on oath affirmation or
declaration ;

(b) The compelling the production of books, docu-
ments, and writings;

(c) The compelling witnesses to answer questions
which the said Commissioner deems to be rele-
vant to the inquiry ;

(d) The punishing persons guilty of contempt or of
disobedience of any order or summons made or
issued by the Commissioner ;

(e) The directing witnesses to be prosecuted for
perjury. 3.
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3. A summons signed by the Commissioner may be Attendance

issued for enforcing the attendance of witnesses or com- °f Vituesses.
pelling the production of books documents and writings.
If any person having been served with such summons
fails to appear the Commissioner may issue a warrant
authorising such person to be apprehended and brought
before him,

4. Any person summoned to attend before the Com- Neglect to
missioner who refuses or neglects or fails to attend in attend.
pursuance of any summons shall notwithstanding the
dissolution ar other determination of the Commission be
liable to punishment for contempt of the Supreme Court
on the motion of the Attorney-General.

5. A warrant or order for the arrest, detention, or Dissolution of
imprisonment of a person for contempt or for diso- Commistion
bedience of any order or summons made or issued by proceedings.
the Commissioner shall mnotwithstanding the Com-
mission is dissolved or otherwise determined be and
remain as valid and effectual in all respects as if the
Commission were not so dissolved or otherwise deter-
mined and upon such dissolution or determination all
the powers rights and privileges of the Commissoner
with respect to such warrant or order and with respect
to a person arrested, detained or imprisoned or to be

arrested, detained or imprisoned by virtue thereof shall
devolve upon and be exercised by the Supreme Court or
a Judge thereof.

6. Any counsel or solicitor appointed by the Crown Appearance
to assist the Commissioner and any person who shows Pefore Com-
to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that he is sub-
stantially and directly interested in any matter, the sub-
ject of the i inquiry or that his conduct in relation to any
such matter has been challenged to his detriment, and
who is authorised in that bebalt by the Commissioner
may appear at the inquiry. Any person so authorised
may with the consent of the Commissioner be repre-
sented by counsel or solicitor.

7. Any counsel or solicitor appointed as aforesaid Examination
and any person authorised as aforesaid or his counsel or © ¥/ messes
solicitor may with the leave of the Commissioner ;

examine
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examine or cross-examine any witness on matters which
the Commissioner deems relevant to the i inquiry: Any
witness so examined or cross-examined shall have the
same protection and be subject to the same liabilities as
if examined or cross-examined by the Commissioner.

8. A witness before the Commissioner shall not be
excused from answering any question put to him on the
ground of any privilege, or on the ground that the
answer thereto may criminate or tend to eriminate him,
or upon any other ground: Provided that no evidence

taken before the Commissioner shall be admissible
against any person in any civil or criminal proceeding
except in the case of a person accused of having given
false evidence before the Commissioner, or of havmfr
procured or caused or attempted or consplred to procure
or cause the giving of such evidence.

9. (1) Any witness before the Commissioner who, in
the opinion of the Commissioner, makes a full and true
disclosure touching all matters in respect of which he is
examined, may, in the discretion of the Commissioner,
be granted a certificate signed by the Commissioner,
stating that the witness has on his examination made a
full and true disclosure as aforesaid.

(2) If any civil or criminal proceeding is at any
time thereafter instituted against any such witness in
respect of any matter touchmg which he has been so
examined, the Court having cognizance of the case shall,
on proof of the certificate, stay the proceedings, and may,
in its discretion, award to the witness such costs as he
may be put to in, or by reason of, the proceedings :
Provided that norh]nﬂf in"this section shall apply to the
case of a person accused of having given false evidence
before the Commissioner or of having procured or caused
or attempted or conspired to procure or cause the giving
of such evidence.

10. Every person who wilfully gives false evidence
before the Commissioner shall be quilty of perjury and
shall be punishable accordingly : Provided that no pro-
secution for perjury charged to have been committed
before the Commissioner shall be instituted without the

direction
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direction or leave of the Commissioner or if the Commis-
sion shall have been previously dissolved or otherwise
determined without the leave of a Judge of the Supreme
Court. :

11. The Commissioner in conducting the inquiry Evidence.
shall not be bound by the technical rules of evidence.
12. The following section shall be read as section Extension of

eleven of the Royal Commissioner’s Evidence Act, s sl domt
1901 :— ‘ sioner’s
Evidence

11. In any Letters Patent issued under the Great act, 1901
Seal within two years after the passing of this Act
appointing any Judge of the Supreme Court a
Commissioner to make any inquiry, it shall be
lawful for the Governor to declare that all or
any specified sections of the Boorabil Commission
Act, 1914, shall be applicable for the purposes of
such inquiry, and the same shall thereupon be
applied in the holding of the said inquiry.

13. The appointment of the Honorable Mr. Justice pending
Pring as such Commissioner as aforesaid is hereby prasostigs.
declared to be valid in all respects, and the pendency of
any legal proceedings in any Court shall not debar the
Commissioner from acting under the said Commission.

14. Nothing in this Act contained shall in any savingclause.
respect limit the powers, rights and privileges of the
Commissioner under the Royal Commissioner’s Evidence
Act 1901.

In the name and on behalf of His Majesty the King
I assent to this Act.

G. STRICKLAND,
State Government House, Governor.
Sydney, 23rd July, 1¢14.
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Act No. , 1914.

An Act to extend the powers of the Commissioner
appointed to make inquiries relating. to the resump-
tion of the Boorabil Leases, and to other matters,
and to further provide for the procedure before such
Commissioner, and for other purposes, and to
further prescribe the duties and immunities of
witnesses examined before such Commissioner, and
to amend and extend the provisions of the Royal
Commissioner’s Evidence Act, 1901 ; and for pur-
poses consequent thereon or incidental thereto.

1901 62—A WHEREAS

Note.—The words to be omitted are ruled through ; those to be inserted are
printed in black letter.
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HEREAS by Letters Patent issued under the Great Preamble,
8 Seal, dated the ninth day of July, one thousand
nine hundred and fourteen, the Honourable Mr. Justice
Pring was authorised and appomted Sole Commissioner
5 to make inquiry relating to the matter of the purchase
- by -the Government of the Boorabil Estate and the
adjoining improvement leases, and the administration of
the Department of Lands in connection with the said
purchase, and other matters connected therewith: And
10 whereas it is desirable to extend the powers of the
said Commissioner, and to make further provision for
the procedure in such inquiry, and to further prescribe
the duties and immunities of witnesses examined before
such Commissioner, and to extend the Royal Commis-
15 sioner’s Evidence Act, 1901 : Be it therefore enacted by
the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament
assembled,- and by the authority of the same, as
20 follows :—
1. This Act may be cited as the ‘ Boorabil Com- Short title.
mission Act, 1914.”
2. The Commissioner shall for the purposes of the Powers of
inquiry under the said Letters Patent, or any extension {ommis-
25 of the terms of the same, have in addition to the special
powers hereinafter provided all such powers, rights, and
privileges as are vested in the Supreme Court, or in any
Judge thereof, on the occasion of any action or trial in
respect of the following matters :—

30 (a) The compelling the attendance of witnesses,
and examining them on oath affirmation or
declaration ;

(b) The compelling the production of books, docu-
ments, and writings;

35 (¢) The compellmg witnesses to answer questions
which the said Commissioner deems to be rele-
vant to the inquiry ;

(d) The punishing persons guilty of contempt or of
disobedience of any order or summons made or

40 issued by the Commissioner ;

(e) The directing witnesses to be prosecuted for

_‘ perjury. 3.
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3. A summons signed by the Commissioner may be Attendance
issued for enforcing the attendance of witnesses or com- °f Witnessee.
pelling the production of books documents and writings.

If any person having been served with such summons

5 fails to appear the Commissioner may issue a warrant (o
authorising such person to be apprehended and brought
before him,

4. Any person summoned to attend before the Com- Neglect to
missioner who refuses or neglects or fails to attend in #tend
10 pursuance of any summons shall notwithstanding the oF)
dissolution or other determination of the Commission be
liable to punishment for contempt of the Supreme Court

on the motion of the Attorney-General.

5. A warrant or order for the arrest, detention, or Dissolution of
15 imprisonment of a person for contempt or for diso- Commission
bedience of any order or summons made or issued by proceedings.
the Commissioner shall notwithstanding the Com-
mission is dissolved or otherwise determined be and
remain as valid and effectual in all respects as if the
20 Commission were not so dissolved or otherwise deter-
mined and upon such dissolution or determination all
the powers rights and privileges of the Commissoner
with respect to such warrant or order and with respect
to a person arrested, detained or imprisoned or to be
25 arrested, detained or imprisoned by virtue thereof shall
devolve upon and be exercised by the Supreme Court or
a Judge thereof.

6. Any counsel or solicitor appointed by the Crown Appearance
to assist the Commissioner and any person who shows before Com-
30 to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that he is sub-
stantially and directly interested in any matter, the sub-
ject of the inquiry or that his conduct in relation to any
such matter has been challenged to his detriment, and
who is authorised in that bebalf by the Commissioner
35 may appear at the inquiry. Any person so authorised
may with the consent of the Commissioner be repre-
sented by counsel or solicitor.

7. Any counsel or solicitor appointed as aforesaid Beination
and any person authorised as aforesaid or his counsel or * "
40 solicitor may with the leave of the Commissioner

examine
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examine or cross-examine any witness on matters which
the Commissioner deems rclevant to the inquiry: Any
witness so examined or cross-examined shall have the
same protection and be subject to the same liabilities as
5if examined or cross-examined by the Commissioner.

8. A witness before the Commissioner shall not be Witnesses
excused from answering any question put to him on the b . oo
ground of any privilege, or on the ground that the
answer thereto may criminate or tend to eriminate him,

0 or upon any other ground: Provided that no evidence
taken before the Commissioner shall be admissible
against any person in any civil or eriminal proceeding
except in the case of a person accused of having given

. false evidence before the Commissioner, or of having
15 procured or caused or attempted or conspired to procure

or cause the giving of such evidence,

9. (1) Any witness before the Commissioner who, in Indemnity to
the opinion of the Commissioner, makes a full and true Vitnesses.
disclosure touching all matters in respect of which he is

20 examined, may, in the discretion of the Commissioner,
be granted a certificate signed by the Commissioner,
stating that the witness has on his examination made a
full and true disclosure as aforesaid.

(2) If any civil or criminal proceeding is at any

25 time thereafter instituted against any such witness in
respect of any matter touching which he has been so
examined, the Court having cognizance of the case shall,
on proof of the certificate, stay the proceedings, and may,
in its discretion, award to the witness such costs as he

30 may be put to in, or by reason of, the proceedings :
Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to the
case of a person accused of having given false evidence
before the Commissioner or of having procured or caused
or attempted or conspired to procure or cause the giving

35 of such evidence.

10. Every person who wilfully gives false evidence Perjury.
before the Commissioner shall be guilty of perjury and
shall be punishable accordingly : Provided that no pro-
secution for perjury charged to have been committed
40 before the Commissioner shall be instituted without the

direction
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direction or leave of the Commissioner or if the Commis-
sion shall have been previously dissolved or otherwise
determined without the leave of a Judge of the Supreme
Court.

5 11. The Commissioner in conducting the inquiry Evidence.
shall not be bound by the technical rules of evidence.

12. The following section shall be read as section Extension of

cleven of the Royal Commissioner’s Evidence Act, i i

1901 :— e
10

11. In any Letters Patent hereinafter issued Act, 1901
under the Great Seal within two years after the
passing of this Act appointing any Judge of the
Supreme Court a Commissioner to make any inquiry,
it shall be lawful for the Governor to declare that
15 all or any specified sections of the 1oorabil Com-
mission Act, 1914, shall be applicable for the pur-
poses of such inquiry, and the same shall thereupon
be applied in the holding of the said inquiry.
13. The appointment of the Honorable Mr. Justice pending
20 Pring as such Commissioner as aforesaid is hereby Proceedings
declared to be valid in all respects, and the pendency of
any legal proceedings in any Court shall not debar the
Commissioner from acting under the said Commission.
14. Nothing in this Act contained shall in any savingclause.
25 respect limit the powers, rights and privileges of the
Commissioner under the Royal Commissioner’s Evidence
Act 1901.

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1914.

[64.]
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Act No. , 1914.

An Act to extend the powers of the Commissioner
appointed to make inquiries relating to the resump-
tion of the Boorabil Leases, and to other matters,
and to further provide for the procedure before such
Commissioner, and for other purposes, and to
further preseribe the duties and immunities of
witnesses examined before such Commissioner, and
to amend and extend the provisions of the Royal
Commissioner’s Evidence Act, 1901 ; and for pur-
poses consequent thereon or incidental thereto.

19t 62—A WHEREAS

Nore.—The words to be omitted are ruled through ; those to be inserted are
printed in black letter.
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HEREAS by Letters Patent issued under the Great Preamble.
Seal, dated the ninth day of July, one thousand
nine hundred and fourteen, the Honourable Mr. Justice
Pring was authorised and appointed Sole Commissioner
5 to make inquiry relating to the matter of the purchase
"by the Government of the Boorabil Estate and the
adjoining improvement leases, and the administration of
the Department of Lands in connection with the said
purchase, and other matters connected therewith: And
10 whereas it is desirable to extend the powers of the
said Commissioner, and to make further provision for
the procedure in such inquiry, and to further prescribe
the duties and immunities of witnesses examined before
such Commissioner, and to extend the Royal Commis-
15 sioner’s Evidence Act, 1901 : Be it therefore enacted by
the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
20 follows :—
1. This Act may be cited as the  Boorabil Com- Short title.
mission Act, 1914.”
2. The Commissioner shall for the purposes of the Powers of
inquiry under the said Letters Patent, or any extension Gommis-
25 of the terms of the same, have in addition to the special :
powers hereinafter provided all such powers, rights, and
privileges as are vested in the Supreme Court, or in any
Judge thereof, on the occasion of any action or trial in
respect of the following matters : —

30 (a) The compelling the attendance of witnesses,
and examining them on oath affirmation or
declaration ;

(b) The compelling the production of books, docu-
ments, and writings;

35 (¢) The compelling witnesses to answer questions
which the said Commissioner deems to be rele-
vant to the inquiry ;

(d) The punishing persons guilty of contempt or of
disobedience of any order or summons made or

40 issued by the Commissioner ;

(e) The directing witnesses to be prosecuted for
perjury. 3.




Act No. , 1914. 3

Boorabil Commission.

3. A summons signed by the Commissioner may be Attendance
issued for enforcing the attendance of witnesses or com- °f Witnessee.
pelling the production of books documents and writings.

If any person having been served with such summons

5 fails to appear the Commissioner may issue a warrant =~ ©
authorising such person to be apprehended and brought

~ before him.

4. Any person summoned to attend before the Com- Neglect to
missioner who refuses or neglects or fails to attend in ®ttend:
10 pursuance of any summons shall notwithstanding the
dissolution or other determination of the Commission be
liable to punishment for contempt of the Supreme Court
on the motion of the Attorney-General.

5. A warrant or order for the arrest, detention, or Dissolution of
15 imprisonment of a person for contempt or for diso- Yommission
bedience of any order or summons made or issued by proceedings.
the Commissioner shall notwithstanding the Com-
mission is dissolved or otherwise determined be and
remain as valid and effectnal in all respects as if the
20 Commission were not so dissolved or otherwise deter-
mined and upon such dissolution or determination all
the powers rights and privileges of the Commissoner
with respect to such warrant or order and with respect
to a person arrested, detained or imprisoned or to be
25 arrested, detained or imprisoned by virtue thereof shall
devolve upon and be exercised by the Supreme Court or
a Judge thereof.

6. Any counsel or solicitor appointed by the Crown Appearance
to assist the Commissioner and any person who shows Pefore Com-
30 to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that he is sub-
stantially and directly interested in any matter, the sub-
ject of the inquiry or that his conduct in relation to any
such matter has been challenged to his detriment, and
who is authorised in that bebalf by the Commissioner
85 may appear at the inquiry. Any person so authorised
may with the consent of the Commissioner be repre-
sented by counsel or solicitor.

7. Any counsel or solicitor appointed as aforesaid - gy
and any person authorised as aforesaid or his counsel or * "o
40 solicitor may with the leave of the Commissioner

examine
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examine or cross-examine any witness on matters which
the Commissioner deems rcievant to the inquiry: Any
witness so examined or cross-examined shall have the
same protection and be snbject to the same liabilities as
§if examined or cross-examined by the Commissioner.

8. A witness before the Commissioner shall not be Witnesses
excused from answering any question put to him on the Saatwilo
ground of any privilege, or on the ground that the
answer thereto may criminate or tend to eriminate him,

10 or upon any other ground: Provided that no evidence
taken before the Commissioner shall be admissible
against any person in any civil or criminal proceeding
except in the case of a person accused of having given
false evidence before the Commissioner, or of having

15 procured or caused or attempted or conspired to procure
or cause the giving of such evidence,

9. (1) Any witness before the Commissioner who, in Indéemnity to
the opinion of the Commissioner, makes a full and true ithesses.
disclosure touching all matters in respect of which he is

20 examined, may, in the discretion of the Commissioner,
be granted a certificate signed by the Commissioner,
stating that the witness has on his examination made a
full and true disclosure as aforesaid.

(2) If any civil or criminal proceeding is at any

25 time thereafter instituted against any such witness in
respect of any matter touching which he has been so
examined, the Court having cognizance of the case shall,
on proof of the certificate, stay the proceedings, and may,
in its discretion, award to the witness such costs as he

30 may be put to in, or by reason of, the proceedings:
Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to the
case of a person accused of having given false evidence
before the Commissioner or of having procured or caused
or attempted or conspired to procure or cause the giving

35 of such evidence.

10. Every person who wilfully gives false evidence Perjury.
before the Commissioner shall be guilty of perjury and
shall be punishable accordingly : Provided that no pro-
secution for perjury charged to have been committed
40 before the Commissioner shall be instituted without the

direction
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direction or leave of the Commissioner or if the Commis-
sion shall have been previously dissolved or otherwise
determined without the leave of a Judge of the Supreme
Court. :
5 11. The Commissioner in conducting the inquiry Evidence.
shall not be bound by the technical rules of evidence.
12. The following section shall be read as section Extension of

eleven of the Royal Commissioner’s Evidence Act, ool
1901 :— sioner’s

g : Evidence

10 11. In any Letters Patent hereinafter issued Act, 1901,

under the Great Seal within two years after the
passing of this Act appointing any Judge of the
Supreme Court a Commissioner to make any inquiry,
it shall be lawful for the Governor to declare that
15 all or any specified sections of the Boorabil Com-
mission Act, 1914, shall be applicable for the pur-
poses of such inquiry, and the same shall thereupon
be applied in the holding of the said inquiry.
13. The appointment of the Honorable Mr. Justice Pending
20 Pring as such Commissioner as aforesaid is hereby proccedings:
declared to be valid in all respects, and the pendency of
any legal proceedings in any Court shall not debar the
Commissioner from acting under the said Commission.
14. Nothing in this Act contained shall in any Savingclause,
25 respect limit the powers, rights and privileges of the
Commissioner under the Royal Commissioner’s Evidence
Act 1901.

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1914.

[6d.]
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Act No. , 1914,

An Act to extend the powers of the Commissioner
appointed to make inquiries relating to the resump-
tion of the Boorabil Leases, and to other matters,
and to further provide for the procedure before such
Commissioner, and for other purposes, and to
further prescribe the duties and immunities of
witnesses examined before such Commissioner, and
to amend and extend the provisions of the Royal
Commissioner’s Evidence Act, 1901 ; and for pur-
poses consequent thereon or incidental thereto.

1201 62—A WHEREAS
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HEREAS by Letters Patent issued under the Great Preamble.
Seal, dated the ninth day of July, one thousand
nine hundred and fourteen, the Honourable Mr. Justice
Pring was authorised and appointed Sole Commissioner
5 to make inquiry relating to the matter of the purchase
by the Government of the Boorabil Estate and the
adjoining improvement leases, and the administration of
the Department of Lands in connection with the said
purchase, and other matters connected therewith: And
10 whereas it is desirable to extend the powers of the
said Commissioner, and to make further provision for
the procedure in such inquiry, and to further prescribe
the duties and immunities of witnesses examined before
such Commissioner, and to extend the Royal Commis-
15 sioner’s Evidence Act, 1901 : Be it therefore enacted by
the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
20 follows :—
1. This Act may be cited as the “ Boorabil Com- Short title.
mission Act, 1914.”
2. The Commissioner shall for the purposes of the Powers of
inquiry under the said Letters Patent, or any extension Jommis-
25 of the terms of the same, have in addition to the special
powers hereinafter prov1ded all such powers, rights, and
privileges as are vested in the Supreme Court, or in any
Judge thereof, on the occasion of any action or trial in
respect of the following matters : —

30 (a) The compelling the attendance of witnesses,
and examining them on oath affirmation or
declaration ;

(b) The compelling the production of books, docu-
ments, and writings ;

33 (¢) The compelling witnesses to answer questions
which the said Commissioner deems to be rele-
vant to the inquiry ;

(d) The punishing persons guilty of contempt or of
disobedience of any order or summons made or

40 issued by the Commissioner ;

(e) The directing witnesses to be prosecuted for
perjury. 3.
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3. A summons signed by the Commissioner may be Attendance
issued for enforcing the attendance of witnesses or com- °f Witnesses.
pelling the production of books documents and writings.

If any person having been served with such summons

5 fails to appear the Commissioner may issue a warrant
authorising such person to be apprehended and brought
before him,

4. Any person summoned to attend before the Com- Neglect to
missioner who refuses or neglects or fails to attend in !
10 pursuance of any summons shall notwithstanding the
dissolution or other determination of the Commission be
liable to punishment for contempt of the Supreme Court
on the motion of the Attorney-General.

5. A warrant or order for the arrest, detention, or Dissolution of
15 imprisonment of a person for contempt or for diso- Jommisdion
bedience of any order or summons made or issued by proceedings.
the Commissioner shall notwithstanding the Com-
mission is dissolved or otherwise determined be and
remain as valid and effectual in all respects as if the
20 Commission were not so dissolved or otherwise deter-
mined and upon such dissolution or determination all
the powers rights and privileges of the Commissoner
with respect to such warrant or order and with respect
to a person arrested, detained or imprisoned or to be
25 arrested, detained or imprisoned by virtue thereof shall
devolve upon and be exercised by the Supreme Court or
a Judge thereof.

6. Any counsel or solicitor appointed by the Crown Appearance
to assist the Commissioner and any person who shows pefore Com-
30 to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that he is sub-
stantially and directly interested in any matter, the sub-
ject of the inquiry or that his conduct in relation to any
such matter has been challenged to his detriment, and
who is authorised in that bebalf by the Commissioner
35 may appear at the inquiry.- Any person so authorised
may with the consent of the Commissioner be repre-
sented by counsel or solicitor.

7. Any counsel or solicitor appointed as aforesaid st
and any person authorised as aforesaid or his counsel or * ™™
40 solicitor may with the leave of the Commissioner

examine
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examine or cross-examine any witness on matters which
the Commissioner deems relevant to the inquiry: Any
witness so examined or cross-examined shall have the
same protection and be subject to the same liabilities as
5if examined or cross-examined by the Commissioner.

8. A witness before the Commissioner shall not be Witnesses
excused from answering any question put to him on the compelled to
ground of any privilege, or on the ground that the
answer thereto may criminate or tend to criminate him,

10 or upon any other ground: Provided that no evidence
taken before the Commissioner shall be admissible
against any person in any civil or criminal proceeding
except in the case of a person accused of having given
false evidence before the Commissioner, or of havmo'

15 procured or caused or attempted or conspu'ed to procure
or cause the giving of such evidence.

. (1) Any witness before the Commissioner who, in Indemnity to
the oplmon of the Commissioner, makes a full and true witnesses
disclosure touching all matters in respect of which he is

20 examined, may, in the discretion of the Commissioner,
be granted a certificate signed by the Commissioner,
stating that the witness has on his examination made a

full agd true disclosure as aforesaid.

(2) If any civil or criminal proceeding is at any

25 time thereafter instituted against any such witness in

respect of any matter touching which he has been so

examined, the Court having cognizance of the case shall,

on proof of the certificate, stay the proceedings, and may,

in its discretion, award to the witness such costs as he

30 may be put to in, or by reason of, the proceedings:

Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to the

case of a person accused of having given false evidence

before the Commissioner or of havm g procured or caused

or attempted or conspired to procure or cause the giving
35 of such evidence.

10. Every person who wilfully gives false evidence rerjury.
betore the Commissioner shall be guilty of perjury and
shall be punishable accordingly : Provided that no pro- -
secution for perjury charged to have been committed

40 before the Commissioner shall be instituted without the

direction
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direction or leave of the Commissioner or if the Commis-
sion shall have been previously dissolved or otherwise
determined without the leave of a Judge of the Supreme
Court.
5 11. The Commissioner in conducting the inquiry Evidence.
shall not be bound by the technical rules of evidence.
12. The following section shall be read as section Extension of

eleven of the Royal Commissioner’s Evidence Act, gggﬁis_
190 :— sioner’s

: s Evidence

10 11. In any Letters Patent hereinafter issued Act, 1901.

under the Great Seal appointing any Judge of the
Supreme Court a Commissioner to make any inquiry,
it shall be lawful for the Governor to declare that
all or any specified sections of the Boorabil Com-
15 mission Act, 1914, shall be applicable for the pur-
poses of such inquiry, and the same shall thereupon
be applied in the holding of the said inquiry.
13. The appointment of the Honorable Mr. Justice pending
Pring as such Commissioner as aforesaid is hereby proceedings.
20 declared to be valid in all respects, and the pendency of
any legal proceedings in any Court shall not debar the
Commissioner from acting under the said Commission.
14. Nothing in this Act contained shall in any Saving clause:
respect limit the powers, rights and privileges of the
26 Commissioner under the Royal Commissioner’s Evidence
Act 1901.

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1914
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