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Act No. 71, 1912.

An Act to prescribe standards of illuminating power, purity,
and pressure for gas; to regulate the price of gas; to
regulate companies, corporations, firms, and persons
supplying gas, and particularly with regard to dividends,
reserves, funds, accounts, and the issue of shares; and for
purposes consequent thereon or incidental thereto.
[Assented to, 20th December, 1912.]

“»“

E it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative

Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows :—

ﬁ
1§ Preliminary.
a 1. This Act may be cited as the “ Gas Aect, 1912,”” and except Short title.

as to sections fifteen, twenty, and twenty-nine shall come .into force
on the first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and thirteen, and
sections fifteen and twenty-nine shall come into force on the passing
of the Act, and section twenty on the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and thirteen.

A 2.
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Definitions. 2. In this Act, unless the context requires another meaning,—
“ (fas company ”’ means any company, corporation, firm, or person
supplying any gas for lighting, heating, motive power, or #
other purpose, and disposing of the same for profit, and
includes a local authority which supplies gas in competition
with any such company, corporation, firm, or person.
“ Gasworks ’ means works of a gas company, and the works
connected therewith.
“ Local authority ” means council of a municipality or shire.
“ QOriginal capital ” means all moneys paid or to be paid, or
credited or to be credited as paid, by the shareholders of a
gas company in respect of fully or partially paid up shares
in such company issued prior to the passing of this Act, or :
under the provisions of section fifteen thereof, but save as
aforesaid does not include premium capital or reserves created
after the passing of this Act.

Application of Act.

Application of Act, 3. This Act applies to all gas companies which do at the

Schedule One. commencement of this Act, or may at any time thereafter, supply gas:
Provided that clauses fifteen to twenty inclusive shall not apply-to
any company until it has been included in Schedule One to this Act,
or any addition to that Schedule. $

Testing of gas.

Tlluminating power 4. (1) The quality of the gas supplied by a gas company *

and purity of gas.  ghall, with respect to its illuminating power, be such as to produce at

Schedule Two. 4 testing-place provided in conformity with this Act, when burned at
the rate of five cubic feet per hour, a light equal in intensity to the
light produced by fifteen sperm candles of six to the pound, each
consuming one hundred and twenty grains of sperm per hour, and in
making the test, two candles shall be used together.

Such gas with respect to its heating power shall be not less
than five-hundred British thermal units.

Such gas shall, as to its purity, not exhibit any trace of
sulphuretted hydrogen, when tested in accordance with this Act, and
the standard of purity shall be as prescribed in Schedule Two hereto,
which may be amended from time fo time by proclamation in the
Government Gazette :

Schedule Three. (2) The apparatus to be used for testing, and the method ‘
of testing the illuminating power of the gas, and the presence of
sulphuretted hydrogen in the gas, shall be as prescribed in Schedule
Three to this Act.

(3) A gas company shall provide testing-places at places
approved by the Minister, which shall be on the lands of the company,
and
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and shall not except by agreement between the Minister and the
company, exceed three in number, and all the apparatus required by
this Act, for the testing of its gas, and shall at all times keep the
same in proper order and repair.
(4) The method of testing shall be as prescribed by Schedule Four,
Schedule Four to this Act, which may be amended from time to time
by proclamation in the Government Gazette :

Provided that if any gas company affected by any amendment
of Schedule Two or Four signifies its disapproval of such amendment
by notice in writing to the Minister within fourteen days of the
proclamation in the Gazette of such amendment, the same shall not
take effect unless or until a distriet court judge appointed for the
purpose shall have held a public inquiry, and allowed such amendment:
Provided that due notice shall be given of the holding of such inquiry
to the Minister and to the gas companies affected who may be repre-
sented thereat.

5. If on any day the gas supplied by any gas company at any Penalty for defect in
testing-place is of less illuminating power than as above preseribed, the '™irating power.
company shall be liable to penalties as follows :—

For the first half of a candle of defective power, not exceeding
forty shillings.

For the first and every subsequent candle of defective power, not
less than twenty-five pounds and not exceeding one hundred
pounds :

Provided that where one penalty is imposed in respect of
defective illuminating powerin the gas supplied by the company at one
testing-place on any day, no further penalty may be imposed in respect
of defective illuminating power in the gas supplied by the company
at any other testing-place on the same day :

Provided also that the average of the testings made at such
testing-place on that day and on the preceding and on the following
day shall be deemed to represent the illuminating power of such gas
on such day at such testing-place.

6. If on any day the gas supplied by a gas company at any Penalty for defect
testing-place is of less purity than it ought to be, the company shall ™ Purity-
be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds for each occasion on
which it is so in default :

Provided that where one penalty is imposed in respect of excess
of impurity in the gas supplied by the company at one testing-place
on any day, no further penalty may be imposed in respect of excess
impurity in the gas as supplied by the company at any other testing-
place on the same day :

Provided also that the average of the testings made at such
testing-place on that day, and on the preceding and on the following
day shall be deemed to represent the purity of such gas on such day
at such testing-place, Pressure
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DPressure of gas.

7. (1) Unless a gas company shall be prevented by accident
or by the necessity of temporarily opening or otherwise temporarily
disturbing its mains in the locality for the purpose of effecting repairs
to or making conncetions with such mains, all gas supplied by a gas
company to any consumer of gas shall be supplied at such pressure as
to balance from midnight to sunset a column of water not less than
six-tenths of an inch in height, and to balance from sunset to midnight
a column of water not less than one inch in height at the main or as
near as may be to the junction therewith of the service pipe supplying
the consumer.

(2) Any gas examiner may at a testing-place, or at any
public lamp, as and when he thinks fit, test the pressure at which the
gas is supplied. The gas company shall afford to the examiner all
reasonable facilities for making the test.

For the purpose of the test the examiner shall connect a self-
registering pressure gauge to the lamp-cock by a flexible or other
suitable pipe, which shall be gas-tight, and such pressure gauge shall
be as nearly as practicable at the same level, as the lamp-cock.

8. No meter shall be issued for use by a gas company until
it has been first tested and stamped by a Government examiner in
accordance with the regulations published in pursuance of this Act.

9. The Governor may cause to be published in the Govern-
ment Gazette regulations providing for the testing, stamping, and
examination of meters, the registration by and regulation of meters,
and any matters incidental thereto.

10. If at any time during any period between midnight and
sunset, or during any period between sunset and midnight, the gas
supplied by a gas company is supplied at a pressure less than that
above-prescribed, the company shall in each case be liable to a penalty
not exceeding ten pounds :

Provided that where a penalty is imposed in respect of
insufficiency of pressure in the gas supplied by the company during
any period of twenty-four hours, no further penalty may be imposed
in respect of insufliciency of pressure in the gas supplied by the
company during the same period.

Saving as to penalties.

‘ 11. No penalty shall be incurred by a gas company for defect
of illuminating power, excess of impurity in the gas supplied by such
company, or insufficiency of pressure, in any case in respect of which
it is proved that such defect or excess or insufficiency was produced by
any circumstance beyond the control of the company.

Gas

&

“»



-

“a

Act No. 71, 1912.

(Y as.

Gas examiners.

12. The Governor may appoint competent and impartial Appointment of
persons to be gas examiners. f::tﬁfgr{,’;n:ﬁi’,: Bt
Such examiners may at any reasonable hours, test the
illuminating power, purity, and pressure of the gas supplied by any
gas company, and for that purpose may enter any land or premises of
any such company.
Such company may, if it thinks fit, on each occasion of
such testing, be represented by some person appomted by it, but such
person shall not interfere in the testing. The company shall be
entitled to reasonable notice of any proposed testing, to permit of its
due representation.
Any such tests shall be made in accordance with the provisions
of this Act.
13. A gas examiner shall, on the day immediately following Report of testing.
that on which the testing has been conducted, make and deliver a
report to be filed in the office of the Minister of the results of his
testing, and deliver a copy of such report to the gas company.
14. A gas company and its officers and servants shall give to Facilities to be
a gas examiner and to his assistants access to the testing- place an florded gas
shall afford all facilities for the proper execution of this Act.
If any such company or any such officer or servant fails to
comply with the provisions of this section, it or he shall be liable to a
penalty not exceeding ten pounds.

Standard rate of dividend.

15. Except as by this Act provided, the profits of any gas Standard rate of
company to be divided among the holders of its share caplt‘d or dividend.
stock in any year shall not exceed the followi ing rate (whlch is in this
Act referred to as the standard rate of dlvldcnd), that is to say, on
the original capital of the company at the rate of ten pounds in
respect of every one hundred pounds actually paid up of such capital,
and on the additional capital to be raised after the passing of this
Act the rate of seven pounds in respect of every one hundred
pounds actually paid up of such capital as shall be issued as ordinary
capital and the rate of five pounds in respect of every one hundred
pounds actually paid up of such capital as shall” be issued as
preference capital.

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any
memorandum or articles of association, rules or deed of settlement or
in this or any other Act, the following provisions shall have effect :—

(1) The companies specified in Schedule One hereto are hereby
authorised and empowered within six months from the
passing
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passing of this Act by resolution of the shareholders in
general meeting to capitalise the whole or any part of their
reserves and premium capital, and may for that purpose—
(a) distribute the whole or any portion of such reserves
and premium capital in the form of fully paid shares
amongst the shareholders in proportion to the shares
held by them respectively ; and
(b) create and issue as fully paid amongst its shareholders
in the like proportion, new shares to the nominal value
of the reserves and premium capital to be distributed.

(2) Any other gas company may in like manner capitalise the
whole of its reserves and premium capital within six months
from the date of its inclusion in Schedule One hereto.

(8) All shares created and issued under the provisions of this
section shall be deemed to be ‘ original capital 7 for the
purposes of this Act :

Provided nevertheless that the amount of premium capital
and reserves which may be so capitalised by the Australian Gaslight
Company shall not exceed the sum of four hundred and twenty-five
thousand pounds.

Special purposes fund.

Special purposes 16. (1) The directors of a gas company may, if they think fit,
: in any year appropriate out of the revenue of the company, as part of
the expenditure on revenue account, any sum not exceeding an amount
equal to two per centum of the paid-up capital of the company,
inclusive of premiums, to a fund to be called ¢ the special purposes

fund.”
Application of the (2) The special purposes fund shall be applicable only

to meet such charges as are certified to by a public accountant being
the auditor of the company, or at the option of the Minister by such
public accountant as may be appointed for that purpose by the Auditor-
General, as being—

(a) expenses incurred by reason of accidents or circumstances
which due care and management could not have prevented
or by reason of strikes; or

(b) expenses incurred in the replacement or removal of plant or
works, other than expenses requisite for maintenance and
renewal of plant and works, and for contributions towards a
superannuation fund for employees.

Maximum amount of (3) The maximum amount standing to the credit of the
fund. special purposes fund shall not at any time exceed an amount equal
to one-tenth part of the paid-up capital of the company inclusive of
premiums.

(4)

e
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(4) The moneys forming the special purposes fund, or any Investment of fund,
portion thereof, may be invested in securities in which directors of the
company are authorised by law to invest, or may be applied for the
general purposes of the company to which capital is properly
applicable, or may be used partly in one way or partly in the other.
(5) Resort may from time to time be had to the special Savings.
purposes fund, notwithstanding that the sum standing to the credit of
the fund is, for the time being, less than the maximum allowed by
this section.

Reserve fund.

17. When in any year the rate of dividend that may be paid Reserve fund.
on the ordinary share capital or stock of a gas company exceeds the
standard rate, by reason of the price charged by the company for gas
in such year being below the standard price as provided in section
twenty, then, out of the amount of the divisible profits of the
company applicable to the payment of such excess of dividends,
the directors of the company may in such year set apart such sum as
they think fit by way of a reserve fund.

The total amount paid in any year by way of such excess
dividend and the amount so set apart in such year to the reserve fund
shall not when taken together exceed the total amount permitted to
be paid by way of excess dividend under section twenty.

All sums (if any) so set apart may be invested in Government
or other securities not connected with the business of the company,
and the dividends and interest arising from such securities may also
be invested in the same or the like securities in order that the same
may accumulate at compound interest.

The fund so formed shall be called “the reserve fund.” It
shall be applicable to the payment of dividend in any year in which
the clear profits of the company are insufficient to enable the company
in such year to pay the authorised rate, and for no other purpose.

Save as by this section specially provided, no sum shall in any
year be carried by the company to any reserve fund.

Divisible profits account.

18. If the clear profits of the company in any year Divisible profits
after providing for all expenses: properly chargeable to revenue, *°*"**
amount to a larger sum than is sufficient to pay the authorised
dividend on the share capital of the company, the excess shall be
carried to the credit of the divisible profits of such company for the
next following year: Provided that the sum standing to the credit of
such divisible profits shall not at any time exceed the amount required
to pay one year’s dividend at the standard rate.

Distribution
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Distribution of profils.

19. The profits of the company shall not be utilised in any
other way than to provide for a special purposes fund, a reserve fund,
and a divisible profits account as hereinbefore prouded and for the
purposes mentioned in section twenty. Any company paymg
moneys from profits into any other account shall be liable on conviction
to a pcnfllfv of one hundred pounds, and a further penalty of fifty
pounds for every day on which, after such conviction, such moneys
are retained in any such account.

Sliding scale.

20. Notwithstanding anything contained in any Act or any
memorandum or articles of association, the standard price to be charged
by a gas company for gas supplied by it to private consumers by meter
shall be at the rate set out in Schedule One hereto :

Provided that if at any time after the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and thirteen, the cost of production of gas is
increased above the total cost of production at that date by reason of
any alteration in labour conditions, including wages, by any award
made under the Industrial Arbitration Act, 1912 or any Act amending
the same, the gas company, whose cost of productmn is so 1ncreased,
shall be entitled to have the standard price of its gas increased by
proclamation in manner hereinafter provided by one penny per
thousand cubic feet for every penny by which the cost of producing
one thousand cubic feet of gas is increased as aforesaid.

Upon the auditor of any gas company certifying to the
Minister that the cost of pro oduction of the gas of such company has
been increased as aforesaid, to the extent of at least one penny
per thousand cubic feet, the Minister shall, with all reasonable
despateh, cause an inquiry, at which the Minister and the gas
company may be represented, to be held by a Supreme or District
Court Judge, and if such judge shall certify that the cost of production
has been so increased, the Governor shall forthwith, by proclamation
in the Government Gazette, increase the standard price by one
penny per thousand cubic feet in respect of every penny by which the
said judge shall certify that the cost of production per thousand cubic
feet of gas has been increased ; and, further, provided that where the
standard price has been increased as aforesaid with respect to any gas
company, the Minister may at any time, and from time to time, cause
a further inquiry to be held in the manner as aforesaid, and if such
judge shall certify that the cost of production has been decreased by
reason of an alteration in labour conditions, including wages by any
award made under the Industrial Arbitration Act, 1912, or any

: Act
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Act amending the same, the Governor shall forthwith, by procla-
¢ mation in the Government Gazette, decrease the standard price in
respect of the said company by one penny per thousand cubic
feet for every penny by which the said judge shall certify that
the cost of production per thousand cubic feet of gas has been
decreased ; but so that such decrease shall at no time reduce the
standard price in respect of such company below that stated in
Schedule One. No proclamation under either of the above provisoes
shall be made with respect to any company within six months after
the date of the last of such proclamations affecting such company :

Provided that the company shall reduce the price so charged
by them for gas, below the standard price, in proportion to any
increase beyond the standard rate in the dividend payable by the
company on the paid-up capital of the company, as follows :—

In respect of any year during the whole of which the price
. charged by the company has been one penny or more below
the standard price, the dividend payable by the company
may, in respect of each penny by which the standard price
has been reduced, be increased above the standard rates of
dividend by five shillings on every one hundred pounds of
paid-up capital, and so in proportion for any fraction of one
hundred pounds.

Where a reduction in the price of gas is made by the company for
six months only of any year, the dividend payable by the
company for such year may, in respect of each penny of such
reduction, be increased by two shillings and sixpence on every
one hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in proportion
for any fraction of one hundred pounds. And in respect of
any year during the whole of which the price charged by the
company has been one penny or part of a penny above the
standard price the dividend payable by the company shall
in respect of each penny or part of a penny by which the
standard price has been exceeded, be reduced below the
standard rate of dividend by five shillings on every one
hundred pounds of paid-up capital and so in proportion for
any fraction of one hundred pounds.

Where any increase in the price of gas is charged by the company
for six months only of any year, the dividend payable by
such company for such year shall in respect of each penny
of such increase be reduced by two shillings and sixpence
on every one hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in
proportion for any fraction of one hundred pounds.

Issue
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Issue of additional shares.

Issue of additional 21. Notwithstanding the provisions of any Act, or of any

shmton. memorandum, or article of association relating to a gas company, the
issue after the commencement of this Act of any shares in such
company shall be subject to the following provisions :—

(a) All shares so to be issued shall be offered for sale by public
auction or tender.

(b) Notice of the intended sale shall be given to the Minister at
least twenty-eight days before the day of auction or the last
day for the reception of tenders, as the case may be, and shall
also be advertised once in each of two consecutive weeks in
one or more daily newspapers published in Sydney.

(c¢) A reserve price shall be fixed, and notice thereof shall be sent
by the company in a sealed letter, to be received by the
Minister not less than twenty-four hours before, but not to
be opened until after the day of auction, or after the last day
for the receipt of tenders, as the case may be.

(d) No lot offered for sale shall comprise shares of greater nominal
value than one hundred pounds.

(e) In the case of a sale by tender no preference shall be given
to one of two or more persons tendering the same sum. In
the case of a sale by auction a bid shall not be recognised
unless it is in advance of the last preceding bid.

(f) It shall be one of the conditions of sale that the total sum
payable by the purchaser shall be paid to the company
on a day to be fixed by the company being within three
months after the date of the auction or of the acceptance of
the tender, as the case may be.

(2) Any shares or stock which have been so offered for sale and
are not sold may be offered at the reserve price to the holders
of ordinary and preference shares or stock of the company,
and to the employees of the company, and to the consumers
of gas supplied by the company, in such proportions as the
company may think fit, or to one or more of these classes of
persons only: Provided, in the case of an offer to holders of
shares or stock, that if the aggregate amount of shares or
stock applied for exceeds the aggregate amount so offered as
aforesaid, the same shall be allotted to and distributed
amongst the applicants as nearly as may be in proportion to
the amounts applied for by them respectively.

(h) Any shares or stock which may have been offered for sale
in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section,
and are not sold, shall be again offered for sale by public

auction or by tender in accordance with the provisions of
this
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this section; and any such shares or stock then remaining
unsold may be otherwise disposed of at such price and in
such manner as the directors of the company may determine
for the purpose of realising the best price obtainable.

(i) As soon as possible after the conclusion of the sale or sales
the company shall send a report thereof to the Minister,
stating the total amount of the respective shares or stock
sold, the total amount obtained as premium (if any), and
the highest and lowest prices obtained for the respective
shares or stock.

(j) The amount of premium shall be placed to the special
purpose fund and shall in all cases be treated as non-
dividend bearing.

Accounts and audit.

22. Every gas company shall cause to be filled up and Annual statement
forwarded to the Minister, on or before the thirty-first day of March °f sccounts.
in each year, an annual statement of accounts, made up to the thirty-
first day of December then next preceding, as near as may be in the
form, and containing the particulars specified in Schedule Five hereto
or as near thereto as circumstances will permit.

The company shall keep copies of such annual statement at
its office, and sell the same to any applicant at a price not exceeding
one shilling for each copy.

If any such company makes default in complying with the
provisions of this section, it shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
two pounds for each day during which such default continues.

23. (1) The Auditor-General, at the request of the Minister, Examination and
shall, and the Minister may on his own initiative, or at the request of audit of accounts.
not less than twelve users of the gas of any gas company, cause the
Auditor-General to examine and audit, or cause any officer of the
public service appointed by him in that behalf to examine and audit
the accounts of such gas company, and for the purposes of such audit
examine any books and documents relating to such accounts.

(2) If any person obstructs the Auditor-General, or any
officer appointed by him, in the exercise of his powers or the
performance of his duties under this section, or without lawful excuse
refuses to produce any book, account, document, writing, paper, or
instrument in his possession or under his control, or to answer any
question asked by the Auditor-General or such officer for the purpose
of the exercise of such powers or performance of such duties, he shall
be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds,
and if any person, after conviction for any such offence, still refuses
to produce any such book, account, document, writing, paper, or

instrument,
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instrument, or to answer any such question, he shall be liable to a
further penalty not exceeding twenty pounds for every day during
which such default continues.

General and supplemental.

Amendment of 24. Onresolutions being passed by both Houses of Parliament
ERhBes, authorising the same, any Schedule to this Act except Schedule One
may be revolxed, amended or added to, or a new Schedule in lieu
thereof may be framed by the Governor,and any Schedule so amended
or added to, or any such new Schedule, shall be a Schedule to this Act.

Regulations. 25. The Governor may make regulations for carrying out the
provisions of this Act, and may in such 1'e0=u1at10n% impose a penalty
: not exceeding fifty pound% for any contravention thereof. Such

regulations shall be published in the Gazette and laid before both
Houses of Parliament without delay.

Penalties. 26. Any penalties under this Act, or the regulations
thereunder, may be imposed and recovered by or before a stipendiary
or police m‘w’lqtrate or any two justices in petfy sessions.

Cost of pipes to be 27. (1 ) Ag gas company shall, upon being required so to do

giﬂ;“l?’,‘:;lyb&é";iner by the owner or occupier of any premises situate within twenty-five

of premises. yards from any main of such company, give and continue to give a
supply of gas for such premises, and furnish and lay any pipe that
may be necessary for such purpose: Provided that the cost of so much
of any pipe for the supply of gas to any owner or occupier as may be
laid upon the property of such owner, or in the possession of such
occupier, and of so much of any such pipe as may be laid for a greater
distance than thirty feet from any pipe of the company : thhoufrh not
on such property shall be defraved by such owner or occupler

Forty-five (2) Every owner or occupier of premises requiring a

faye ;‘f“:i"when supply of gas shall serve a notice upon the Gas Company at the office,

requiring supply of specifying the premises in respect of which such supply is required,

B and the day not being earlier than forty-five days, upon which the
supply is required to commence, and shall, if required by such company
so to do, enter into a written contract with such company to continue to
receive and pay for a supply of gas for a period of at least twelve months
thereafter, and give to the company, if required by it to do so, security
for the payment to them of all moneys which may become due to them
by such owner or occupier in respect of such supply of gas as may be
1'orr15tered by meter, and of any pipe to be laid upon the proportv of
such owner or in the possession of such occupier.

Whenever the company wilfully neglects or refuses to give a
supply of gas to any owner or occupier of such premises, under such
pressure as is prescrﬂ)ed it shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
forty shillings for each day during which such default continues.

28.
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28. In addition to the price charged by any company for gas Charge for hire of
supplied by it, such company may charge for the hire of any prepay- prepayment meter.
ment meter and fittings to be used therewith a price calculated at a
rate not exceeding tenpence per thousand cubic feet of gas supplied,
such price to include the hire of onc meter and the fittings used
therewith.

The said price shall include the providing, letting, fixing,
repairing and maintenance of the meter and fittings, and the cost of
collection, inspection, and any other cost incurred by the company in
connection with the meter and fittings.

29. Any gas company, including any or all of the companies Power given
specified in Schedule One hereto may at any time after the passing of BT ﬁgl;*;ff

this Act and notwithstanding the provisions of any Act constituting borrow money, and
2 v S consolidate, and

the same— divide share capital.

(a) raise such additional capital as may be necessary by the
creation and issue of ordinary shares, or stock or preference
shares or stock, or wholly or partially by one or more of those
modes respectively ;

(b) raise or borrow money, or secure the payment or repayment
of such money in such manner and upon such terms and
conditions in all respects as the said company in general
meeting or the directors may preseribe. Any security
given in respect of any such sum or sums shall, unless
otherwise provided by the Articles of Association (if any) of
such company, be under the hands of any two of the
directors and the secretary for the time being of the company,
and shall be in such form, and shall contain such provisions,
as the directors may decide ;

(¢) consolidate and divide all or any of the share capital of the
said company into shares of larger amount than the existing
shares of the company, and subdivide the existing shares of
the company, or any of them, into shares of smaller amount,
so, however, that in the subdivision the proportion between
the amount paid and the amount, if any, unpaid on each
reduced share shall be the same as it was in the case of the
share from which the reduced share is derived.

SCHEDULES.
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SCHEDULES.

SCHEDULE ONE.

Gas companies to which this Act applies.

Company.

Australian Gaslight Company
North Shore Gas Company, Limited

The City of Newcastle Gas and Coke Company, Limited

SCHEDULE TWO.

Standard of purity.
Such gas shall contain—
No hydrogen sulphide.

SCHEDULE THREE.

Testing of illuminating porwer.

1. The apparatus for testing the illuminating power of the gas shall consist of the
: ; A

improved form of Bunsen’s photometer, known as Letheby’s open 60-inch photometer, or
Evan’s enclosed 100-inch photometer, together with a proper meter, minute clock,
governor, pressure gauge, and balance.

The burner to be used for testing the gas shall be the Metropolitan Argand
Burner No. 2.

The candles used for testing the gas shall be sperm candles of six to the pound,
and two candles shall be used together.

Standard price of gas
per 1,000 cubic feet.

Se

3
3

Provided

d.
6

6
6
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Provided that gas companies, other than those named in Schedule One, may use
Lowe’s Jet Photometer for ascertaining the illuminating power of the gas in standard
candles.

2. The apparatus for testing the presence in the gas of sulphuretted hydrogen
shall be a glass vessel containing a strip of bibulous paper moistened with a solution
of acetate of lead, containing sixty grains of crystallized acetate of lead dissolved in one
fluid ounce of water.

SCHEDULE FOUR.
Method of testing.

1. Mode of testing for illuminating power.

The gas in the photometer is to be lighted at least fifteen minutes before the
testings begin, and it is to be kept continuously burning from the beginning to the end
of the tests.

Each testing shall include ten observations of the photometer made at intervals
of a minute. The consumption of the gas is to be carefully adjusted to five cubic feet
? per hour.

The candles are to be lighted at least ten minutes before beginning each testing
so as to arrive at their normal rate of burning which is shown when the wick is slightly
bent and the tip glowing. The standard rate of consumption for the candles shall be
one hundred and twenty grains each per hour. Before and after making each set of ten
observations of the photometer, the gas examiner shall weigh the candles, and if the
combustion shall have been more or less per candle than one hundred and twenty grains
per hour, he shall make and record the calculations requisite to neutralise the effects
of the difference. The average of each set of ten observations is to be taken as
representing the illuminating powers of that testing.

2. Mode of testing for sulphuretted hydrogen.

The gas shall be passed through the glass vessel containing the strip of bibulous
paper moistened with the solution of acetate of lead for a period of three minutes, or
such longer period as may be prescribed, and if any discolouration of the test paper is
found to have taken place, this is to be held conclusive as to the presence of sulphuretted

° hydrogen in the gas.

SCHEDULE
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4
SCHEDULE FIVE.
4
FORM OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
The Gas Company.
Year ended 31st December, 19
A.-—STATEMENT OF SHARE CAPITAL.
On the 31st December, 19
1 | ‘ | 4 5 ! 6 8 9
Description | Standard \umbu Nominal ST " Amount S ‘
ol | Dividend | of Shares l Amount | ‘)C;‘Ilé’;},ll;{) "]iolt?ll) | issued but not ti\?l:‘il:mnﬁ T(Xiltﬁ;:}igggts
Capital. l Authorised. | issued. | of Share. ' Btk | BRICED: ‘ paid up. HEIPRNEG .
| ‘ 1
| T T B |
\
|
|
i
1 ‘
1 i
i ; ‘
| |
| |
' s
B.—StaTEMENT OF LoAN CAPITAL. .
On 31st December, 19
| |
1 2 3 4 | 5
Description of Loan > o Total amount Borrowed | NS ‘
(Mortgage, Bond, Deben- Rate per cent. of Interest. at 31st December, | Lml];;lrl(l;‘l‘:?e(i"o e | thstlhﬁg;zgl_]ts
ture, Stock, &e.). 19 s '
S S— gf,,i,!i, N
‘ \
i .
i
¢
Total Share Capital paid up (See A.) ... s 15
Do Loan do  borrowed (See B.)... o £

Total Capital received ... e
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.

C.—CAPITAL ACCOUNT,.

For the year ended 31st December, 19

Expendi-
ture to

3lst Dec., | this

19 .| Jyear.

Expended ‘

Total
to 3lst
December,
19 .

Certified

Receipts,

3lst Deec.,
1925,

Received |

during

year.

\
Total
| Receipts
to 3lst
Dec., 19

l. To expenditure to 31st
December, 19 R

Since that date,
2. To lands acquired, in-
cluding law charges

3. To New buildings, manu-
facturing  plant, ma-
chines, storage works and
other structures con-
nected with manufacture

4, To New and additional
mains and service pipes
(not being in place of old
ones worn out) including
laying same, paving, and
other works connected
with distribution

5. To New and additional
meters (not in place of

old ones worn out) in-
cluding fixing ...
Do

o (a.) Stoves

6. To Costs of promoting|
Special Act

7. To Special items, if any...

Total expenditure

To balance of Capxtal Ac-
count ., .

| &)

-J

. By Ordinary Shares of]

. By Preference Shares of!
£

’ By Ordinary Shares of’

each
\

£ each

each

By Debenture Stock

By Mortgages and Bonds|
By Amount received in

anticipation of calls ...

By Premium Capital

Total ...

£ s d.

-

d.

[
|

s d
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.
D.—REVENUE ACCOUNT.
For the Year ended 31st December, 19

To Manufacture of Gas—

1. Coals, oil, &c., including dues, car-
riage, unloading, and all expenses of
deposntln« same on works ...

2. Purifying materials, water, and sun-
dries at works

3. Salaries of Engineer,
officers at works

4. Wages and gratuities

5. Repairs and maintonance of works
and plant (including renewal of]
retorts), machines, apparatus, tools,|
materials, and labour

and other

Less old material sold ...

To Distribution of Gas
6. Salaries and wages of officers, in-
cluding rental clerks J
7. Repair, maintenance, and renewal of
mains and service pipes, including
materials, laying and paving, and
labour %
8. Repairing, lcnewmv, and ﬂxmor and|
refixing meters, stoves, gasﬁttm(rs &e.
To Public Lamps—
9. Lighting and repairing
To Rents, Rates, and Taxes—
10. Rents ;
11. Rates and taxes
To Management—
12. Directors’ allowances
13. Salaries of secretary, accounta.nt and
clerks, office-keepers, and messengers
14. Collectors’ commission or salaries
15. Stationery and printing :
16. General establishment charges and
incidentals ...
17. Auditor &
To Law and Parliamentary Char ges—
18. Law ...
19. Parhamentary Charges
To General Charges—
20. Depreciation Fund for works and
leasehold lands (if any).
21. To Bad Debts
To other items (if any)
To Amount transferred . Special Pur-
poses Yand (G), as authorised under

, section
Total Expenditure... £

Balance carried to Profit and Loss‘
Account (K) ... £

£s.d] ;esdl
B

By Sale of Gas—
1. Private consumers at
cubic feet ...
. Public lighting and ‘under contracts

per thousand

3. Rental of meters

By Sale of Residual Products—

4. Coke ...
5. Breeze
R 6. Tar
—’ 7. Ammoniacal hquor
f 8. Sulphate of ammonia
1 9. Asphalt :
‘ { 10. By rents
‘ 11. By transfer fees
\

By other items, if any

Total Receipts ... £

J£ s d.

>
3
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.
Dr. E.—ProriT AND Loss Account (NET REVENUE). Cr.
For the Year ended 31st December, 19
£. 8 4 5" Ad
1 To amount carried to Reserve Fund | 1. By balance of net profit brought from
Account (F) from profits of 19 ‘ last Account (31st December, 19 )...
2. To Interest on temporary loans, and 2. By Amount drawn from Reserve Fund..
moneys received in anticipation of Less dividend paid for the half- year
calls ... ended 31st December, 19
o. To Interest on Moxtw'wes and Bonds
accrued to 31st Deccmber, 19 iy
4, To Dividend on Debenture stock to 31st |
December, 19 3. Balance brought from Revenue Account
5. To Half-year’s dividend on 1st preferen (D), being profit for year to December,
tial to 30th June, 19 19
6. To Half-year’s 2nd preferentlal to 31st
December, 19 5
7. To Half-year sd1v1dendon ordlnary shares
at per cent.
To balance of net profit to be carried to 4. Interest on moneys deposited
next account, subject to half-year’s
dividend to 31st December, 19
£ £ o
F.—REservE Fuxp Accounr.
For the year ended 31st December, 19
£ s A £ s d

1. Amount (if any) carried to Profit and
Loss Account (E) to make up deficen-
ciesof dividendsto31st December, 19

2. Amount paid for extraordinary claim or
demand (if any)

3. Amount of balance to be ca.rrled to next
account

1. By balance brought forward from last
Account

2. By balance brouaht from Profit and Loss

Account (E) .

3. By interest on amounts invested
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.
G.—SpECIAL Purproses FuNp Accounr,

For the year ended 31st December, 19

| |

ool de] x £ s d
1. To Expenses incurred by reason of acci- 1 | 1. By Balance brought from last Account...|
dents, or circumstances which due 2. By Amount appropriated from Rev enue
care and management could not have | Account (D) under sectivn of
prevented or by reason of strikes :— | Act .
To Accident vo | 3. By Interest on Amounts invested
To Strikes 3 ‘
I‘o Other items (if any)
. To Expenses incurred in the 1epla.cement ‘
or removal of plant or works, other‘ ‘
than expenses requisite for mainten- | |
ance and renewal of plant and works... | {
To Replacement of plant e .
To Removal of plant ... v | ;
To Other items (if any) .. \
3. To Amount of Balance to be carried to | f
next Account ... o]
£ £

Like Accounts must be given for Depreciation Fund for Works and Leaseholds (if any).

H.—STATEMENT OF COALS.

During the year ended 31st December, 19

In Store, Hookived | Carbonised or In Store
Description of Coal. 31st December, during year | used during | 31st December,
19073 ; year. .

Tons. Tons. Tons,
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.

I.—STATEMENT OF RESIDUAL PropucCTs.

For the year ended 31st December, 19

In Store, : Used in In Store,
Descrivti : 31st December, | Made during | pgpufacturing | Sold during | 3lst December,
escription of Residual, 19 . year. during year. year.
Estimated. Estimated. Estimated. Eshmated
Coke
Breeze
Tar, Gallons
Ammoniacal liquor
Sulphate of ammonia
Asphalt
J.—GENERAL BALANCE-SHEET.
Dr On 31st December, 19 . Cr.

1. To Capital Account— £ s. d. | 1. By Cash at bankers ... £ s d

Balance at credit thereof (Account C) 2. By Cash on deposit at interest .
2. To Profit and Loss Account— | 3. By Coals for stock on hand, 31st De-

Balance at credit thereof (Account E) cember, 19 .
3. To Reserve Fund— 4. By Coke and breeze

Balance at credit thereof (Account F) 5. By Tar and other products
4, To Special Purposes Fund— 6. By Sundry stores

Balance at credit thereof (Account G) 7. By Accounts due to the Com-

9.

. To Sundry tradesmen

. To Depreciation Fund (for works and

Leasehold Lands)—
Balance at credit thereof (Account )

. To Unpaid dividends
. To Interest accrued and unpald on mort-

gages, bonds, and debenture stock, and

other loans to 31st December, 19

and others, for
amounts due for Coals, Stores, &c., to
31st December, 19 -

To Wages and contingencies, amounts due
to 31st December, 19

To Other items, if any

pany ; balance of this
accouut due to the Com-
pany on 31st December,
19 , less deposits and
prepayments

8. By Coke and other res1dua.1

9. By Sundry accounts

By Special items (if any), including in-
vestments ...
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.

BALaNcE-suE ET OF THE

COMPANY MADE UP TO

19

1. Capital.

2. Debtsand,
liabilities
of the |
Company,

Reserve
Fund.

Special Pur-|

poses Fund.

Deprecia-
tion Fund. |
Profit and
Loss.
Contingent |
Liabilities.

CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES.

Showing —

. The number of shares

. The amount paid per share,.

. If any arrears of calls, the
nature of the arrears, an(l the
names of the dofa,ultela

4. The particulars of any for-
feited shares, .

5. The amounts Uf loalls on mmt
gages or debenture bonds.
The amount of debts owing by

the Company distinguishing

(@) Debts for which accep-
tances have  been
given : ‘
(b) I)vbts to tmdvsmen f01
Supplies of Stock-in-
trade or other articles.
(¢) Debts for Taw Ex-
penses |
(d) Debts for Int(-nst on|
debentures or other
loans ‘
(¢) Unclaimed dlvulends ‘
(f) Not enumerated above.
amount  set aside from

| The
profits
The amount tpplupnated from|

Revenue under  Clause of
Act, for the purposes deﬁne(b
thelem 2
j The amount
profits %
The disposable balance for p<Ly ‘
ment of dividends, &e. ;
Claims against the Company not
acknowled"ed as debts ~ ...|
‘ Moneys for which the Company|
is contingently liable

set amde from

‘£ s. d.[£s.d.

Cash

PROPERTY AND ASSETS.
Showing— £ s d£s.d.

Immovable property, (hstuwulsh '
ing—

() Freehold land

() i buildings

(c) Leasehold ‘

Movable property, dlStIDg‘lllbh
ing—
() Stock-in-trade
(¢) Plant -

The cost to be smtul with
deduction fordeterioration
in value as charged to the|
Reserve Fund or Profit
and Loss.

Property
held by the
Company,

])(‘btsowmg. Debts considered good, for which
to the the Company hnlds bills or
Company other securities
Debts considered good, fm \\lm h
the Compuu) hnl(ls no se

Lullt)

Debts wnsulowd <[uubtful dnd
bad: ...

(Any de btdue from : ‘Ldneutm
or other officer of the Com-‘
pany be separately
stated.)

The nature of Investment and
rate of Interest

The amount of Cash, where

lodged, and if beari ing in-|
terest.

to

and
Invest-
ments,

By Authority : WiLniaM APPLEGATE Gurrick, Government Printer, Sydney,

1913.




I Certafy that this PusLic Bivw, which originated in the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, has finally
passed the LEGISLATIVE CoUNCIL and the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY of NEW SouTH WALES.

—

VT,

Legislative Assembly Chamber, } RICHD. A. ARNOLD,
Sydney, 4 December, 1912, Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

Pelu Southy Wales,

ANNO TERTIO

GEORGII V REGIS.

Act No. 71, 1912,

An Act to prescribe standards of illuminating power, purity,
and pressure for gas; to regulate the price of gas; to
regulate companies, corporations, firms, and persons
supplying gas, and particularly with regard to dividends,
reserves, funds, accounts, and the issue of shares; and for
purposes consequent thereon or incidental thereto.
[Assented to, 20th December, 1912.]

Mooy o oMo o ¥ M ¥ ok ok ok ok ok ok

E it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative

Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the
anthority of the same as follows :— :

el -

Preliminary.
1. This Act may be cited as the “ Gas Act, 1912, and except short title.
as to sections fifteen, twenty, and twenty-nine shall come into force
on the first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and thirteen, and
sections fifteen and twenty-nine shall come into force on the passing
of the Act, and section twenty on the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and thirteen. <.

I hawe examined this Bill, and find it to correspond in all respects with the Bill as
finally passed by both Houses.

R. D. MEAGHER,
Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Assembly.




Definitions.

Application of Act,
Schedule One,

Illuminating power
and purity of gas.

Schedule Two.

Schedule Three.

Act No. 71, 1912.

2 In this Act unloss the context requires another meaning,—

“ Gas company ”’ means any company, corporation, firm, or person
supplying any gas for lighting, heating, motive power, or
other purpose, “and dlsposmm of the same for profit, and
includes a local authority which supplies gas in competition
with any such company, corporation, firm, or person.

“ Gasworks ”’ means works of a gas company, and the works
connected therewith.

“ Local authority ”” means council of a municipality or shire.

“ Qriginal capital >’ means all moneys paid or to be paid, or
credited or to be credited as paid, by the shareholders of a
gas company in respect of fully or partially paid up shares
in such company issued prior to the passing of this Act, or
under the provisions of section fifteen thereof, but save as
aforesaid does not include premium capital or reserves cuated
after the passing of this Act.

Application of Act.

3. This Act applies to all gas companies which do at the
commencement of this Act, or may at any time thereafter, supply g
Provided that clauses fifteen to ‘twenty inclusive shall not apply to
any company until it has been included in Schedule One to this Act,
or any addition to that Schedule.

Testing of gas.

4. (1) The quality of the gas supplied by a gas company
shall, with respect to its illuminating power, be such as to produce at
a testing-place provided in conformity with this Act, when burned at
the rate of five cubic feet per hour, a light equal in intensity to the
light produced by fifteen sperm candles of six to the pound, each
consuming one hundred and twenty grains of sperm per hour, and in
making the test, two candles shall be used together.

Such gas with respect to its heating power shall be not less
than five-hundred British thermal units.

Such gas shall, as to its purity, not exhibit any trace of
sulphuretted hydrogen, when tested in accordance with this Aect, and
the standard of purity shall be as prescribed in Schedule Two hereto,
which may be amended from time to time by proclamation in the
Government Gazette :

(2) The apparatus to be used for testing, and the method
of testing the illuminating power of the gas, and the presence of
sulphuretted hydrogen in the gas, shall be as prescribed in Schedule
Three to this Act.

(3) A gas company shall provide testing-places at places
approved by the 1\/.[11115(301‘ which shall be on the lands of the company,

and
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and shall not except by agreement between the Minister and the
company, exceed three in number, and all the apparatus required by
this Act, for the testing of its gas, and shall at all times keep the
same in proper order and repair.
(4) The method of testing shall be as prescribed by Schedule Four,
Schedule Four to this Act, which may be amended from time to time
by proclamation in the Government Gazette :

Provided that if any gas company affected by any amendment
of Schedule Two or Four signifies its disapproval of such amendment
by notice in writing to the Minister within fourteen days of the
proclamation in the Gazette of such amendment, the same shall not
take effect unless or until a distriet court judge appointed for the
purpose shall have held a public inquiry, and allowed such amendment:
Provided that due notice shall be given of the holding of such inquiry
to the Minister and to the gas companies affected w ho may be repre-
sented thereat.

5. If on any day the gas supplied by any gas company at any Penalty for defect in
testing-place is of less 111um1nat1110* power than as above preseribed, the wminatiog power.
company shall be liable to penalties as follows :—

For the first half of a candle of defective power, not exceeding
forty shillings.

For the first and every subsequent candle of defective power, not
less than twenty-five pounds and not exceeding one hundred
pounds :

Provided that where one penalty is imposed in respect of
defective illuminating power in the gas supplied by the company at one
testing-place on any day, no further penalty may be imposed in respect
of defective 1llummatm«r power in the gas supplied by the company
at any other ‘restmg-place on the same da) :

Provided also that the average of the testings made at such
testing-place on that day and on the preceding and on the following
day shall be deemed to represent the illuminating power of such gas
on such day at such testing-place.

6. If on any day the gas supplied by a gas company at any Penalty for defect
testing-place is of less purity than it ought to be, the company shall o pusty,
be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pmmds for each occasion on
which it is so in default :

Provided that where one penalty is imposed in respect of excess
of impurity in the gas supplied by the company at one testing-place
on any day, no further penalty may be imposed in respect of excess
impurity in the gas as supplied by the company at any other testing-
place on the same day :

Provided also that the average of the testings made at such
testing-place on that day, and on the preceding and on the following
day shall be deemed to represent the purity of such gas on such day
at such testing-place. Pressure
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Pressure of gas.

7. (1) Unless a gas company shall be prevented by accident
or by the necessity of temporarily opening or otherwise temporarily
disturbing its mains in the locality for the purpose of effecting repairs
to or making connections with such mains, all gas supplied by a gas
company to any consumer of gas shall be supplied at such pressure as
to balance from midnight to sunset a column of water not less than
six-tenths of an inch in height, and to balance from sunset to midnight
a column of water not less than one inch in height at the main or as
near as may be to the junction therewith of the service pipe supplying
the consumer.

(2) Any gas examiner may at a testing-place, or at any
public lamp, as and when he thinks fit, test the pressure at which the
gas is supplied. The gas company shall afford to the examiner all
reasonable facilities for making the test.

For the purpose of the test the examiner shall connect a self-
registering pressure gauge to the lamp-cock by a flexible or other
suitable pipe, which shall be gas-tight, and such pressure gauge shall
be as nearly as practicable at the same level, as the lamp-cock.

8. No meter shall be issned for use by a gas company until
it has been first tested and stamped by a Government examiner in
accordance with the regulations published in pursuance of this Act.

9. The Governor may cause to be published in the Govern-
ment Gazette regulations providing for the testing, stamping, and
examination of meters, the registration by and regulation of meters,
and any matters incidental thereto.

10. If at any time during any period between midnight and
sunset, or during any period between sunset and midnight, the gas
supplied by a gas company is supplied at a pressure less than that
above-prescribed, the company shall in each case be liable to a penalty
not exceeding ten pounds :

Provided that where a penalty is imposed in respect of
insufficiency of pressure in the gas supplied by the company during
any period of twenty-four hours, no further penalty may be imposed
in respect of insufficiency of pressure in the gas supplied by the
company during the same period.

Saving as to penalties.

11. No penalty shall be incurred by a gas company for defect
of illuminating power, excess of impurity in the gas supplied by such
company, or insufficiency of pressure, in any case in respect of which
it is proved that such defect or excess or insufficiency was produced by
any circumstance beyond the control of the company.

Gas
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Gas examiners.

12, The Governor may appoint competent and impartial Appointment of

persons to be gas examiners.

Such examiners may at any reasonable hours, test the
illuminating power, purity, and pressure of the gas supplied by any
gas company, and for that purpose may enter any land or premises of
any such company.

Such company may, if it thinks fit, on each occasion of
such testing, be represented by some person appointed by it, but such
person shall not interfere in the testing. The company shall be
entitled to reasonable notice of any proposed testing, to permit of its
due representation.

Any such tests shall be made in accordance with the provisions
of this Act.

gas examiners, and
testing by them.

13. A gas examiner shall, on the day immediately following Report of testing.

that on which the testing has been conducted, make and deliver a
report to be filed in the office of the Minister of the results of his
testing, and deliver a copy of such report to the gas company.

14. A gas company and its officers and servants shall give to Facilities to be

a gas examiner and to his assistants access to the testing-place, and
shall afford all facilities for the proper execution of this Aect.

If any such company or any such officer or servant fails to
comply with the provisions of this section, it or he shall he liable to a
penalty not exceeding ten pounds.

Standard rate of dividend.

15. Except as by this Act provided, the profits of any

=)

2as Standard rate of

company to be divided among the holders of its share capital or dividend.

stock in any year shall not exceed the following rate (which is in this
Act referred to as the standard rate of dividend), that is to say, on
the original capital of the company at the rate of ten pounds in
respect of every one hundred pounds actually paid up of such capital,
and on the additional capital to be raised after the passing of this
Act the rate of seven pounds in respect of every one hundred
pounds actually paid up of such capital as shall be issued as ordinary
capital and the rate of five pounds in respect of every one hundred
pounds actually paid up of such capital as shall be issued as
preference capital.

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any
memorandum or articles of association, rules or deed of settlement or
in this or any other Act, the following provisions shall have effect :—

(1) The companies specified in Schedule One hereto are hereby
authorised and empowered within six months from the
passing
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passing of this Act by resolution of the shareholders in
general meeting to capitalise the whole or any part of their
reserves and premium capital, and may for that purpose—
(a) distribute the whole or any portion of such reserves
and premium capital in the form of fully paid shares
amongst the shareholders in proportion to the shares
held by them respectively ; and
(b) create and issue as fully paid amongst its shareholders
in the like proportion, new shares to the nominal value
of the reserves and premium capital to be distributed.

(2) Any other gas company may in like manner capitalise the
whole of 1ts reserves and ln'omlum capital within six months
from the date of its inclusion in Schedule One hereto.

(3) All shares created and issued under the provisions of this
section shall be deemed to be ‘ original capital ” for the
purposes of this Act :

Provided nevertheless that the amount of premium capital
and reserves which may be so capitalised by the Australian Gaslight
Company shall not exceed the sum of four hundred and twenty-five
thousand pounds.

Special purposes fund.

Special purposes 16. (1) The directors of a gas company may, if they think fit,

i in any year appropriate out of the revenue of the company, as part of
the expenditure on revenue account, any sum not exceeding an amount
equal to two per centum of the paid-up capital of the company,
inclusive of premiums, to a fund to be called “ the special purposes
fund.”

Application of the (2) The special purposes fund shall be applicable only

e to mecet such charges as are certified to by a public accountant bemﬂ’
the auditor of the ¢ company, or at the option of the Minister by such
public accountant as may be appointed for that purpose by the Auditor-
General, as being—

(a) expenses incurred by reason of accidents or circumstances
which due care and management could not have prevented
or by reason of strikes; or

(b) expenses incurred in the replacement or removal of plant or
works, other than expenses requisite for maintenance and
renewal of plant and works, and for contributions towards a
superannuation fund for employees.

Maximum amount of (3) The maximum amount standing to the credit of the
S special purposes fund shall not at any time exceed an amount equal
to one-tenth part of the paid-up capital of the company inclusive of
premiums.
(4)




Act No. 71, 1912. 7

Gas.

(4) The moneys forming the special purposes fund, or any Investment of fund.
portion thereof, may be invested in securities in which directors of the
company are authorised by law to invest, or may be applied for the
general purposes of the company to which capital is properly
applicable, or may be used partly in one way or partly in the other.
(5) Resort may from time to time be had to the special Savings.
purposes fund, notwithstanding that the sum standing to the credit of
the fund is, for the time being, less than the maximum allowed by
this section.

Reserve fund.

1'7. When in any year the rate of dividend that may be paid Reserve fund.
on the ordinary share capital or stock of a gas company exceeds the
standard rate, by reason of the price charged by the company for gas
in such year being below the standard price as provided in section
twenty, then, out of the amount of the divisible profits of the
company applicable to the payment of such excess of dividends,
the directors of the company may in such year set apart such sum as
they think fit by way of a reserve fund.

The total amount paid in any year by way of such excess
dividend and the amount so set apart in such year to the reserve fund
shall not when taken together exceed the total amount permitted to
be paid by way of excess dividend under section twenty.

All sums (if any) so set apart may be invested in Government
or other securities not connected with the business of the company,
and the dividends and interest arising from such securities may also
be invested in the same or the like securities in order that the same
may accumulate at compound interest.

The fund so formed shall be called * the reserve fund.” Tt
shall be applicable to the payment of dividend in any year in which
the clear profits of the company are insufficient to enable the company
in such year to pay the authorised rate, and for no other purpose.

Save as by this section specially provided, no sum shall in any
year be carried by the company to any reserve fund.

Divisible profits account.

18. If the clear profits of the company in any year Divisible profits
after providing for all expenses properly chargeable to revenue, **°"*
amount to a larger sum than is sufficient to pay the authorised
dividend on the share capital of the company, the excess shall be
carried to the credit of the divisible profits of such company for the
next following year: Provided that the sum standing to the credit of
such divisible profits shall not at any time exceed the amount required
to pay one year’s dividend at the standard rate.

Distribution
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Distribulion of profits.

19. The profits of the company shall not be utilised in any
other way than to provide for a special purposes fund, a reserve fund,
and a divisible profits account as hereinbefore provided, and for the
purposes mentioned in section twenty. Any company paying
moneys from profits into any other account shall be liable on conviction
to a penalty of one hundred pounds, and a further penalty of fifty
pounds for every day on which, after such conviction, such moneys
are retained in any such account.

Sliding scale.

20. Notwithstanding anything contained in any Act or any
memorandum or articles of association, the standard price to be charged
by a gas company for gas supplied by it to private consumers by meter
shall be at the rate set out in Schedule One hereto :

Provided that if at any time after the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and thirteen, the cost of production of gas is
increased above the total cost of production at that date by reason of
any alteration in labour conditions, including wages, by any award
made under the Industrial Arbitration Act, 1912, or any Act amending
the same, the gas company, whose cost of production is so increased,
shall be entitled to have the standard price of its gas increased by
proclamation in manner hereinafter provided by one penny per
thousand cubic feet for every penny by which the cost of producing
one thousand cubic feet of gas is increased as aforesaid.

Upon the auditor of any gas company certifying to the
Minister that the cost of production of the gas of such company has
been increased as aforesaid, to the extent of at least one penny
per thousand cubic feet, the Minister shall, with all reasonable
despateh, cause an inquiry, at which the Minister and the gas
company may be represented, to be held by a Supreme or District
Court Judge, and if such judge shall certify that the cost of production
has been so increased, tl.e Governor shall forthwith, by proclamation
in the Government Gazette, increase the standard price by one
penny per thousand cubic feet in respect of every penny by which the
said judge shall certify that the cost of production per thousand cubic
feet of gas has been increased ; and, further, provided that where the
standard price has been increased as aforesaid with respect to any gas
company, the Minister may at any time, and from time to time, cause
a further inquiry to be held in the manner as aforesaid, and if such
judge shall certify that the cost of production has been decreased by
reason of an alteration in labour conditions, including wages by any
award made under the Industrial Arbitration Act, 1912, or any

Act
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Act amending the same, the Governor shall forthwith, by procla-
mation in the Government Gazette, decrease the standard price in
respect of the said company by one penny per thousand cubic
feet for every penny by which the said judge shall certify that
the cost of production per thousand cubic feet of gas has been
decreased ; but so that such decrease shall at no time reduce the
standard price in respect of such company below that stated in
Schedule One. No proclamation under either of the above provisoes
shall be made with respect to any company within six months after
the date of the last of such proclamations affecting such company :

Provided that the company shall reduce the price so charged
by them for gas, below the standard price, in proportion to any
increase beyond the standard rate in the dividend payable by the
company on the paid-up capital of the company, as follows :—

In respect of any year during the whole of which the price
charged by the company has been one penny or more below
the standard price, the dividend payable by the company
may, in respect of each penny by which the standard price
has been reduced, be increased above the standard rates of
dividend by five shillings on every one hundred pounds of
paid-up capital, and so in proportion for any fraction of one
hundred pounds.

Where a reduction in the price of gas is made by the company for
six months only of any year, the dividend payable by the
company for such year may, in respect of each penny of such
reduction, be increased by two shillings and sixpence on every
one hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in proportion
for any fraction of one hundred- pounds. And in respect of
any year during the whole of which the price charged by the
company has been one penny or part of a penny above the
standard price the dividend payable by the company shall
in respect of each penny or part of a penny by which the
standard price has been exceeded, be reduced below the
standard rate of dividend by five shillings on every one
hundred pounds of paid-up capital and so in proportion for
any fraction of one hundred pounds.

Where any increase in the price of gas is charged by the company
for six months only of any year, the dividend payable by
such company for such year shall in respect of each penny
of such increase be reduced by two shillings and sixpence
on every one hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in

o

_ proportion for any fraction of one hundred pounds.

Issue
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Issue of additional shares.

21. Notwithstanding the provisions of any Aect, or of any

memorandum, or article of association relating to a gas company, the
issue after the commencement of this Act of any shares in such
company shall be subject to the following provisions :—

(a) All shares so to be issued shall be offered for sale by public
auction or tender.

(b) Notice of the intended sale shall be given to the Minister at
least twenty-eight days before the day of auction or the last
day for the reception of tenders, as the case may be, and shall
also be advertised once in each of two consecutive weeks in
one or more daily newspapers published in Sydney.

(c) A reserve price shall be fixed, and notice thereof shall be sent
by the company in a sealed letter, to be received by the
Minister not less than twenty-four hours before, but not to
be opened until after the day of auction, or after the last day
for the receipt of tenders, as the case may be.

(d) No lot offered for sale shall comprise shares of greater nominal
value than one hundred pounds.

(e) In the case of a sale by tender no preference shall be given
to one of two or more persons tendering the same sum. In
the case of a sale by auction a bid shall not be recognised
unless it is in advance of the last preceding bid.

(f) It shall be one of the conditions of sale that the total sum
payable by the purchaser shall be paid to the company
on a day to be fixed by the company being within three
months after the date of the auction or of the acceptance of
the tender, as the case may be.

(2) Any shares or stock which have been so offered for sale and
are not sold may be offered at the reserve price to the holders
of ordinary and preference shares or stock of the company,
and to the employees of the company, and to the consumers
of gas supplied by the company, in such proportions as the
company may think fit, or to one or more of these classes of
persons only: Provided, in the case of an offer to holders of
shares or stock, that if the aggregate amount of shares or
stock applied for exceeds the aggregate amount so offered as
aforesaid, the same shall be allotted to and distributed
amongst the applicants as nearly as may be in proportion to
the amounts applied for by them respectively.

(h) Any shares or stock which may have been offered for sale
in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section,
and are not sold, shall be again offered for sale by public
auction or by tender in accordance with the provisions of

this
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this section; and any such shares or stock then remaining
unsold may be otherwise disposed of at such price and in
such manner as the directors of the company may determine
for the purpose of realising the best price obtainable.

(i) As soon as possible after the conclusion of the sale or sales
the company shall send a report thereof to the Minister,
stating the total amount of the respective shares or stock
sold, the total amount obtained as premium (if any), and
the highest and lowest prices obtained for the respective
shares or stock.

(j) The amount of premium shall be placed to the special
purpose fund and shall in all cases be treated as non-
dividend bearing.

Accounts and audit.

22. Every gas company shall cause to be filled up and
forwarded to the Minister, on or before the thirty-first day of March
in each year, an annual statement of accounts, made up to the thirty-
first day of December then next preceding, as near as may be in the
form, and containing the particulars specified in Schedule Five hereto
or as near thereto as eircumstances will permit.

The company shall keep copies of such annual statement at
its office, and sell the same to any applicant at a price not exceeding
one shilling for each copy.

If any such company makes default in complying with the
provisions of this section, it shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
two pounds for each day during which such default continues.

(1) The Auditor-General, at the request of the Minister,
shall, and the Minister may on his own initiative, or at the request of
not less than twelve users of the gas of any gas company, cause the
Auditor-General to examine and audit, or cause any officer of the
public service appointed by him in that behalf to examine and audit
the accounts of such gas company, and for the purposes of such audit
examine any books and documents relating to such accounts.

(2) If any person obstructs the Auditor- General, or any
officer appointed by him, in the exercise of his powers or the
performance of his duties under this section, or without lawful excuse
refuses to produce any book, account, document writing, paper, or
instrument in his possession or under his control, or to answer any
question asked by the Auditor-General or such officer for the purpose
of the exercise of such powers or performance of such duties, he shall
be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds,
and if any person, after conviction for any such offence, still refuses
to produce any such book, account, document, writing, paper, or

instrument,

Examination and
audit of accounts.

11
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instrument, or to answer any such question, he shall be liable to a
further penalty not exceeding twenty pounds for every day during
which such default continues.

General and supplemental.

24. Onresolutions being passed by both Iouses of Parliament
authorising the same, any Schedule to this Act except Schedule One
may be revoked, amended or added to, or a new Schedule in lieu
thereof may be framed by the Governor, and any Schedule so amended
or added to, or any such new Schedule, shall be a Schedule to this Act.

25. The Governor may make regulations for carrying out the
provisions of this Act, and may in such regulations impose a penalty
not exceeding fifty pounds for any contravention thereof. Such
regulations shall be published in the Gazette and laid before both
Houses of Parliament without delay.

26. Any penalties under this Act, or the regulations
thereunder, may be imposed and recovered by or before a stipendiary
or police magistrate, or any two justices in petty sessions.

27. (1) A gas company shall, upon being required so to do
by the owner or occupier of any premises situate within twenty-five
yards from any main of such company, give and continue to give a
supply of gas for such premises, and furnish and lay any pipe that
may be necessary for such purpose: Provided that the cost of so much
of any pipe for the supply of gas to any owner or occupier as may be
laid upon the property of such owner, or in the possession of such
occupier, and of so much of any such pipe as may be laid for a greater
distance than thirty feet from any pipe of the company although not
on such property shall be defrayed by such owner or occupier.

(2) Every owner or occupier of premises requiring a
supply of gas shall serve a notice upon the Gas Company at the office,
specifying the premises in respect of which such supply is required,
and the day not being earlier than forty-five days, upon which the
supply is required fo commence, and shall, if required by such company
so to do, enterinto a written contract with such company to continue to
receive and pay for a supply of gas for a period of at least twelve months
thereafter, and give to the company, if required by it to do so, security
for the payment to them of all moneys which may become due to them
by such owner or occupier in respect of such supply of gas as may be
registered by meter, and of any pipe to be laid upon the property of
such owner or in the possession of such occupier.

Whenever the company wilfully neglects or refuses to give a
supply of gas to any owner or occupier of such premises, under such
pressure as is prescribed, it shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
forty shillings for each day during which such default continues.

28.




Act No. 71, 1912. 13

Gas.

28. In addition to the price charged by any company for gas Charge for hire of
supplied by it, such company may charge for the hire of any prepay- F RS ARARIEDS s
ment meter and fittings to be used therewith a price calculated at a
rate not exceeding tenpence per thousand cubic feet of gas supplied,
such price to include the hire of one meter and the fittings used
therewith.

The said price shall include the providing, letting, fixing,
repairing and maintenance of the meter and fittings, and the cost of
collection, inspection, and any other cost incurred by the company in
connection with the meter and fittings.

29. Any gas company, including any or all of the companies Power given
specified in Schedule One hereto may at any time after the passing of jaiional ol

. . : iy , ; X additional capital,
this Act and notwithstanding the provisions of any Act constituting borrow money, and

consolidate, and
the same— divide share capital.

(a) raise such additional capital as may be necessary by the
creation and issue of ordinary shares, or stock or preference
shares or stock, or wholly or partially by one or more of those
modes respectively ;

(b) raise or borrow money, or secure the payment or repayment
of such money in such manner and upon such terms and
conditions in all respects as the said company in general
meeting or the directors may prescribe. Any security
given in respect of any such sum or sums shall, unless
otherwise provided by the Articles of Association (if any) of
such company, be under the hands of any two of the
directors and the secretary for the time being of the company,
and shall be in such form, and shall contain such provisions,
as the directors may decide ;

(¢) consolidate and divide all or any of the share capital of the
said company into shares of larger amount than the existing
shares of the company, and subdivide the existing shares of
the company, or any of them, into shares of smaller amount,
so, however, that in the subdivision the proportion between
the amount paid and the amount, if any, unpaid on each
reduced share shall he the same as it was in the case of the
share from which the reduced share is derived.

SCHEDULES.
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SCHEDULES.

SCHEDULE ON E.

Gas compantes to which this Act applies.
Standard price of gas

Company. per 1,000 cubic feet.
’ s d.
Australian Gaslight Company 3 6
North Shore Gas Company, Limited 3 6
The City of Newcastle Gas and Coke Company, Limited 3 6

SCHEDULE TWO.
Standard of purity.

Such gas shall contain—

No hydrogen sulphide.

SCHEDULE THREE.

Testing of illuminating power.

1. The apparatus for testing the illuminating power of the gas shall consist of the
improved form of Bunsen’s photometer, known as Letheby’s open 60-inch photometer, or
Evan’s enclosed 100-inch photometer, together with a proper meter, minute clock,
governor, pressure gauge, and balance.

The burner to be used for testing the gas shall be the Metropolitan Argand
Burner No. 2.

The candles used for testing the gas shall be sperm candles of six to the pound,

and two candles shall be used together, =
Provided




Act No. 71, 1912.

Gas.

Provided that gas companies, other than those named in Schedule One, may use
Lowe’s Jet Photometer for ascertaining the ﬂluminating power of the gas in standard
candles.

2. The apparatus for testing the presence in the gas of sulphuretted hydrogen
shall be a glass vessel containing a strip of bibulous paper moistened with a solution
of acetate of lead,containing sixty grains of crystallized acetate of lead dissolved in one
fluid ounce of water.

SCHEDULE FOUR.
Method of testing.

1. Mode of testing for illuminating power.

The gas in the photometer is to be lighted at least fifteen minutes before the
testings begin, and it is to be kept continuously burning from the beginning to the end
of the tests.

Each testing shall include ten observations of the photometer made at intervals
of a minute. The consumption of the gas is to be carefully adjusted to five cubic feet
per hour.

The candles are to be lighted at least ten minutes before beginning each testing
50 as to arrive at their normal rate of burning which is shown when the wick is slightly
bent and the tip glowing. The standard rate of consumption for the candles shall be
one hundred and twenty grains each per hour. Before and after making each set of ten
observations of the photometer, the gas examiner shall weigh the candles, and if the
combustion shall have been more or less per candle than one hundred and twenty grains
per hour, he shall make and record the calculations requisite to neutralise the effects
of the difference. The average of each set of ten observations is to be taken as
representing the illuminating powers of that testing.

2. Mode of testing for sulphuretted hydrogen.

The gas shall be passed through the glass vessel containing the strip of bibulous
paper moistened with the solution of acetate of lead for a period of three minutes, or
such longer period as may be prescribed, and if any discolouration of the test paper is
found to have taken place, this is to be held conclusive as to the presence of sulphuretted
hydrogen in the gas.

SCHEDULE
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SCHEDULE FIVE.

FORM OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS.

The das Company.
Year ended 31st December, 19
A.—STATEMENT OF SHARE CAPITAL.
On the 31st December, 19
! | 1
1 ‘ 2 i 3 ! 4 | 5 6 7 8 \ 9
Description | Standard | Number Nominal T = | Amount  rraind [ .
of Dividend | of Shares { Amount | ():eillstill,ll:y nli(()ltz\lll) | issued but not Lf)\%;lihllllsll‘:z:él ‘ Vl(ﬁflltlﬁ)qllzg(]llt\
Capital. Authorised. | issued. | of Share. I - b P paid up. i ‘ )
| | |
e "" =y L T T Y T 1
|
|
i
J
B.—STATEMENT OF L0AN CAPITAL.
On 31st December, 19
* \
1 2 3 4 | 5

Description of Loan

Rate per cent. of Interest.

Total amount Borrowed

Remaining to be

Total Amounts

(Mortgage, Bond, Deben- at 31st December, Tiuing
ture? Stock, &e.). 19 Borrowed. Authorised.
1
Total Share Capital paid up (See A.) ... £
Do Loan do  borrowed (See B.)... £
Total Capital received £
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.

C.—CAPITAL ACCOUNT.
For the year ended 31st December, 19 .

Expendi- |
ture to
31st Dec.,

19

|
| Expended | Total
thi to 3lst
is b
b iy ecember,
fea e 49+

Certified

Receipts,

31st Dec.,
1984

|

Received ‘

during
year.

Total
Receipts
to 3lst

Dec., 19

I. To expenditure to 31st
December, 19

Since that date.
2. To lands acquired, in-
cluding law charges

3. To New buildings, manu-
facturing plant, ma-
chines, storage works and
other structures con-
nected with manufacture

4, To New and additional
mains and service pipes
(not being in place of old
ones worn out) including
laying same, paving, and

other works connected!
with distribution

5. To New and additional
meters (not in place of|
old ones worn out) in-|

cluding fixing ... j

o (a.) Do Stoves |

i

6. To Costs of promoting|

Special Act .|
!

7. To Special items, if any...|
;

Total expenditure

To balance of Capital Ac-
count ...

£

S,

d/£ s d.

[}

. By Ordinary Shares of
£

. By Ordinary Shares of]
£

. By Debenture Stock

. By Premium Capital

each

each

By Preference Shares of
£ each

see

By Mortgages and Bonds

By Amount received in
anticipation of calls ...

Total ...

a8

d.

£ .8, d.

70—B
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.
D.—REVENUE ACCOUNT.
For the Year ended 31st December, 19

To Manufacture of Gas— £s. d| £s. d.HBy Sale of Gas— £5.d/£ s d

1. Coals, oil, &c., including dues, car- | b1 Private consumers at  per thousand
riage, unloading, and all expenses of cubic feet
deposmn(r same on works ... . Public lighting and “ander contracts

2. Purifying materials, water, and sun-
dries at works : 3. Rental of meters

3. Salaries of }Lngmeel, and other s ’
officers at works :

4. Wages and gratuities :

5. Repairs and maintenance of works
and plant (including venewal of B} Sale of Residual Products— pe
retorts), machines, apparatus, tools, ‘ . Coke ... : ¢
materials, and labour | i ') Breeze

Less old material sold ... oo | . 6. Tar

y o i g 7. Ammoniacal 1 hquor
To Distrjbution of Gas— 8. Sulphate of ammonia

6. Salaries and wages of officers, in- : :
cluding rental clerks ; ‘ 18' gbpgﬁzs :

7. Repair, maintenance, and renewal of 11, By trsipted Hoos
mains and service pipes, mcludlng‘ ‘ i By othar itdlhs if an
materials, laying and paving, and 1 y : J
labour -

8. Repairing, renewmg, and ﬁxm(r and
refixing meters, stoves, gasﬁttlnvs &e.

To Public Lamps—
9. Lighting and repairing
To Rents, Rates, and Taxes—
10. Rents
11. Rates and taxes
To Management—
12. Directors’ allowances ,
13. Salaries of secretary, a,ccount;ant and |
clerks, office- keepe1 s, and messengers l

14. Collectors’ commission or salaries

15. Stationery and printing .

16. General establishment charges and
incidentals ... -

17. Auditor

To Law and Parhamentmy Chal ges—
18. Law ... ! .
19. Parhamentary Charges }

To General Charges—

20. Dépreciation Fund for works and
leasehold lands (if any)
21. To Bad Debts 34
To other items (if any)
To Amount transferred % bpeua.l Pur-
poses ¥and (G), as authorised under
, section

Total Expenditure... £ Total Receipts ... £

Balance carried to Profit and Toss
Account (E) ... £ e e
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.
Dr. E.—Prorir AND Loss Account (NET REVENUE). Cr.
For the Year ended 31st December, 19
‘ |
£ sd { £ s d
1 To amount carried to Reserve Fund 1. By balance of net profit brought from |
Account (F) from profits of 19 last Account (31st December, 19 S
2. To Interest on temporary loans, and 2. By Amount drawn from Reserve Fund..
moneys received in anticipation of Less dividend paid for the half- yun
calls ended 31st December, 19
o. To Interest on Mortgages and Bonds ‘
accrued to 31st Decambel 19 % 1
4. To Dividend on Debenture stock to 31%
Deccmber, 19 . } 3. Balance brought from Revenue Account
5. To Half-year’s dividend on 1st prefe1 en- (l)) being proﬁt for year to December,
tial to 30th June, 19 J :
6. To Half-year’s 2nd preferentlal to 31st |
December, 19 ;
7. To Half-year ’sdividendon ordmary shares
at per cent.
To balance of net profit to be carried to | 4. Interest on moneys deposited
next account, subject to half-year’s
dividend to 31st December, 19
£
F.—REservE FuNp Accounr.
For the year ended 31st December, 19
|
& 8.8 £ s d

1. Amount (if any) carried to Profit and
Loss Account (E) to make up deficen-
ciesof dividendsto 31st December, 19

2. Amount paid for extraordinary claim or
demand (if any) cve

3. Amount of balance to be carried to next
account

1. By balance brought forward from last
Account
2. By balance brou«ht from Profit and Loss |
Account (E) . ‘
3. By interest on amounts invested 1
|

£
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.

(+.—SpPECIAL Purproses FuND AcCCOUNT.

For the year ended 31st December, 19

(
£ s d | £ s d
1. To Expenses incurred by reason of acci- | 1. By Balance brought from last Account... |
dents, or circumstances which due 2. By Amount applopuatad from Revenue
care and management could not have Account (D) under section of
prevented or by reason of strikes :— Act .
To Accident 3. By Interest on Amouuts inv csted |
'J o Strikes . !
To Other items (if (my)
“2; To Expenses incurred in the 1eplacunent :
or removal of plant or works, other
than expenses requisite for mainten-
ance and renewal of plant and works... |
To Replacement of plant
lo Removal of plant
To Other items (if any) ..
3. To Amount of Balance to be carried to
next Account . ok
prsitane pammai ——
£ £
[ I
Like Accounts must be given for Depreciation Fund for Works and Leaseholds (if any).
H.—SraTEMENT OF CoOALS.
During the year ended 31st December, 19
| \ [
[ In Store, o Carbonised or In Store
Description of Coal. J‘ 31st December, 1 \f)(:el\'t‘(l | used during 31st December,
19 . during year. i year. 19 .
Tons. Tons. “ Tons
|
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.
I.—STATEMENT OF RESIDUAL PRODUCTS.

For the year ended 31st December, 19

In Store, Brade dis Used in In Store,
S : 31st December, ade curing | manufacturing | Sold during | 31st December,
Description of Residual, year. ;
19 . Esti d during year. year. 19
Estimated. stimated. Estimated. Estimated.

Coke

Breeze

Tar, Gallons
Ammoniacal liquor
Sulphate of ammonia

Asphalt
J.—GENERAL BALANCE-SHEET.
Dr On 31st December, 19 . Cr.
1, To Capital Account— £ s. d. | 1. By Cash at bankers ... wik | £ mydy
Balance at credit thereof (Aocount C) 2. By Cash on deposit at interest .
2, To Profit and Loss Account— 3. By Coals for stock on hand, 31st De-
Balance at credit thereof (Account E) > cember, 19 i o
3. To Reserve Fund— 4. By Coke and breeze
Balance at credit thereof (Account F) 5. By Tar and other products
4. To Special Purposes Fund— 6. By Sundry stores ;
Balance at credit thereof (Account G) 7. By Accounts due to the Com-
D, To Depreciation Fund (for works and pany ; balance of this
Leasehold Lands)— accouut due to the Com-
Balance at credit thereof (Account ) pany on 31st December,
6, To Unpaid dividends ... 19 , less deposits and
7. To Interest accrued and unpald on mort- , prepayments
gages, bonds, and debenture stock, and - 8. By Coke and otherremdual
other loans to 31st December, 19 ... 9. By Sundry accounts
8. To Sundry tradesmen and others, for
amounts due for Coals, Stores, &c., to By Special items (if :my), including in-
31st December, 19 ... vestments ... 7
9. To Wages and contingencies, amounts due
to 31st December, 19
To Other items, if any
£ £

70—=C
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.

Dr. BALANCE-SHEET OF THE COMPANY MADE UP TO 19 : Cr.
CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES. PROPERTY AND ASSETS.
‘ Showing— £ s dff£s.d Showing— £ s d£s.d.

1. Capital. = 1. The number of shares
| 2. The amount paid per share..
If any arrvears of calls, th(
nature of the arrears, and the
: names of the defaulters
ty 4. The particulars of any for-
feited shares.. :
. The amounts of loans on mult
gages or debenture bonds.
The amount of debts ow ing by
the Company (hxtmnmslnn«f
(a) Debts for which accep-
| tances  have 1)(\(11
given
(b) l)d)t\ to tre L(h smonfm
Supplies of Stock-in-|
trade or other artic h\
(¢) Debts for Taw Ex-
penses
(r/) Debts for Interest on|
debentures or other
loans !
(¢) Unclaimed div 1dulds
(f) Not enumerated (ﬂ)m e
The amount set aside fmm ’
profits )
The amount appmlmatud fwm
Revenue under Clause of
Act, for the purposes defined|

(SN SO

(14

9. Debtsand
liabilities
of the “ 6.

Company

Reserve
Fund.

Special Pur-

poses Fund.

therein 3
Deprecia- | The amount set aside froml,
tion Fund. profits 3
Profit and The disposable ‘balance for pa3

Loss. ment of dividends, &c.
Contingent \ Claims against the Company not,
Llablhtles \ acknowled%d as debts
3 Mone)s for \\hlch the Company

is contingently liable o8

Property | Tmmovable pwpert\,dlstm(rulah-
held by the ing—
Company. ( 1) Freehold land
() 5 buildings
(¢) Leasehold ;
Movable property, dlstmﬂulsh
ing— 1
() Stock-in-trade
(e) Plant .

The cost to ])L statul \\1th
deduction for (kteuumtmn\
in value as charged to the[
Reserve Fund or Profit
and Loss. ;

l)(\btxowmg Debts considered good, for w lnch‘

to the the Company lml(l\ bills or
Company other securities 7
Debts considered good, fux \\llth
the (,()mp(m\ holds mno se-
curity ‘
Debts u)nsuhlud (1()111)qu] (Lnd
bad ...

(Any de bt(luo flom d(lll(‘L tor
or other officer of the Com-|
pany to be sopmato\v
stated.)

Cash  and The nature of Investment dl\(]
Invest- rate of Interest 7
ments. The amount of Cash, whele

lodged, and if bearing in-
terest.

In the name and on behalf of His Majesty I assent to this Act.

State Governwment House,

CHELMSFORD,
Governor.

Sydney, 20th December, 1912.

"'N..

.

e

Lo

o

-,




1912.

Legislatite Council.

GAS BILL.

SCHEDULE showing the Legislative Council’s insistence on ils Amendments
Disagreed to by the Assembly and its Disagreement to the Assembly Amendments
upon Council’'s Amendments, referred to in Message of 21st November, 1912.

J: 3, CALYERT,
Clerk of the Parliaments.

Page 1, clause 1, lines 6 to 11. After ““ Gas Act, 1912 " insert “and except as to
“ sections fifteen, twenty, and twenty-nine shall come iuto force on the
“ first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and thirteen, and sections
“ fifteen and twenty-nine shall come into force on the passing of the Act,
“ and section twenty on the first day of January, one thousand nine hundred
“ and thirteen.”

Page 2, clause 2, lines 4 and 5. Omit ‘“ but does not include ” insert “ and
“ includes ”

Page 2, clause 4, line 30. Omit “ fifteen,” insert *“fourteen ”

Page 3, clause 4, lines 1 to 3. Omit *testing-places, at places approved by the
“ Minister ”” insert “a testing-place at each of its manufacturing stations.”

Page 3, clause 5, lines 31 to 34. Iusert “Provided also that the average of the
“ testings made at such testing-place on that day and on the preceding and
“ on the following day shall be deemed to represent the illuminating power
“ of such gas on such day at such testing-place.”

Page 4, clause 11, lines 42 to 44. Omit  Provided that the want of sufficient
“funds shall not be held to be a circumstance beyond the control of the
“ company.”’

Page 5, clause 12, lines 4 and 5. Insert “upon giving one day’s notice to the gas
‘ company.”

Page 6, clause 16, line 26. Omit “ one "’ insert “ two”

Page 7, clause 17, lines 23 to 26. Omit “ When the amount at credit of the
“reserve fund equals or exceeds ten per centum of the paid-up capital of
‘““the company no sum shall be set apart under this section for such fund
“until the amount at credit of the fund falls below such ten per centum
Page 7, clause 17, line 87. Omit * standard ” insert *“ authorised ”
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Page 8, clause 19 18, lines 6 to 16. Omit “ placed to the credit of an account
“to be called the divisible profits account ; and not more than twenty per
‘““ centum of the amount placed to the credit of such account in any year
“may be retained and carried forward to the credit of the divisible profits
‘““account of the following year, and the remainder, being not less than
“eighty per centum, shall be applied to the reduction of the price of
“gas and the payment of a dividend as provided in section twenty-one ”
insert *““ carried to the credit of the divisible profits of such company for
“the next following year : Provided that the sum standing to the credit
“of such divisible profits shall not at any time exceed the amount
“required to pay one year’s dividend at the standard rate.”

Pages 8 and 9, clause 2+ 20. Zusert lines 31 to 43 and page 9, lines 1 to 27 inclusive.
Page 9, clause 21 20.  Iusert lines 45 to 47, and page 10, 1 to 12 inclusive.

Page 12, clause 23, lines 18 to 86. Omit clause 26.

Page 12, clause 26 24, line 40. 7usert “except Schedule One ”

Page 13, clause 29 27, line 23. Omit * thirty ” insert * sixty ”

Page 13, clause 28, line 40. Znsert “ one shilling ” omit * fourpence ”

Page 14, Schedule One, lines 33 to 85  Omit < 3’ insert “6”

Page 14, Schedule Two, line 40. Omit “ Ammonia (not more than 2} grains per
€100 cubic feet )

Page 15, Schedule Three, line 8.  Omit * or as prescribed ”

Page 15, Schedule Three, line 13. Omit ““or such other photometer as shall be
¢ prescribed.”




GAS BILL.

SCHEDULE showing the Legislative Assembly’s Disagreements jfrom, and
’ Amendments wupon, the Legislative Council’s Amendments, referred to in
Message of 30th October, 1912.

RICHD. A. ARNOLD,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

Page 1, clause 1, lines 6 to 11. After “ Gas Act, 1912 omit “and except as to
“ sections fifteen, twenty, and twenty-nine shall come into force on the
“ first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and thirteen, and sections
“ fifteen and twenty-nine shall come into force on the passing of the Act,
“ and section twenty on the first day of January, one thousand nine hundred
“ and thirteen.”

Page 2, clause 2, lines 4 and 5. Reinsert * but does not include ” omit *“ and
“ includes ”

Page 2, clause 4, line 30. Reinsert « fifteen,” omit “fourteen ”

Page 3, clause 4, lines 1 to 3. Reinsert ‘ testing-places, at places approved by the
“ Minister ”’  Omit “ a testing-place at each of its manufacturing stations.”

Page 3, clause 5, lines 31 to 84. Omil “Provided also that the average of the
‘ testings made at such testing-place on that day and on the preceding and
‘“ on the following day shall be deemed to represent the illuminating power
“ of such gas on such day at such testing-place.”

Page 4, clause 11, lines 42 to 44. Reinsert “ Provided that the want of sufficient
“funds shall not be held to be a circumstance beyond the control of the
“ company.”’

Page 5, clause 12, lines 4 and 5. Omit “upon giving one day’s notice to the gas
“ company.”

Page 6, clause 16, line 26. Reinsert ““ one’’ omit “two”

Page 7, clause 17, lines 23 to 26. Reinsert ©“ When the amount at credit of the
“reserve fund equals or exceeds ten per centum of the paid-up capital of
‘“the company no sum shall be set apart under this section for such fund
“until the amount at credit of the fund falls below such ten per centum,”
but (line 24) substitute the word “ original * for * paid-up”

Page 7, clause 17, line 37. Reinsert “ standard ” omit  authorised ”
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Page 8, clause 19 18, lines 6 to 16. Reinsert “ placed to the credit of an account
“to be called the divisible profits account ; and not more than twenty per
“ centum of the amount placed to the credit of such account in any year
“may be retained and carried forward to the eredit of the divisible profits
‘““account of the following year, and the remainder, being not less than
“eighty per centum, shall be applied to the reduction of the price of
“gas and the payment of a dividend as provided in section twenty-one
omit “carried to the credit of the divisible profits of such company for
“the next following year: Provided that the sum standing to the credit
“of such divisible profits shall not at any time exceed the amount
“required to pay one year’s dividend at the standard rate.”

Pages 8 and 9, clause 2} 20. Omit lines 31 to 43 and page 9, lines 1 to 27 inclusive.

Page 9, clause 21 20. Omit lines 45 to 47, and page 10, 1 to 12 inclusive.

Page 12, clause 25, lines 18 to 36. Reinsert clause 25.

Page 12, clause 26 24, line 40. Omit “ except Schedule One *

Page 13, clause 29 27, line 23. Reinsert * thirty ”’ omit * sixty ”

Page 13, clause 28,line 40. Owmit “ one shilling ” insert “ fourpence ”’

Page 14, Schedule One, lines 33 to 35. Reinsert <“ 3’ omit “6”

Page 14, Schedule Two, line 40. Reinsert “ Ammonia (not more than 2} grains per
“ 100 cubic feet )

Page 15, Schedule Three, line 8. _4dd * or as prescribed ”’

Page 15, Schedule Three, line 13. A4dd ““or such other photometer as shall be
¢ prescribed.”




GAS BILL.

SCHEDULE showing the Legislative Assembly’s Disagreements jfrom, and
Amendments upon, the Legislative Council’s Amendments, referred to in
Message of 30th October, 1912.

RICHD. A. ARNOLD,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

Page 1, clause 1, lines 6 to 11. _After “ Gas Act, 1912 omit “and except as to
“ sections fifteen, twenty, and twenty-nine shall come into force on the
“ first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and thirteen, and sections
“ fifteen and twenty-nine shall come into force on the passing of the Act,
“ and section twenty on the first day of January, one thousand nine hundred
“ and thirteen.”

Page 2, clause 2, lines 4 and 5. Reinsert *“ but does not include ” omit * and
“ includes ”’

Page 2, clause 4, line 30. Reinsert ¢ fifteen,” omit “ fourteen ”

Page 3, clause 4, lines 1 to 3. Reinsert ¢ testing-places, at places approved by the
“ Minister ”  Omit “a testing-place at each of its manufacturing stations.”

Page 3, clause 5, lines 31 to 34. Omit “Provided also that the average of the
“ testings made at such testing-place on that day and on the preceding and
‘“ on the following day shall be deemed to represent the illuminating power
‘“ of such gas on such day at such testing-place.”

Page 4, clause 11, lines 42 to 44. Reinsert * Provided that the want of sufficient
‘“funds shall not be held to be a circumstance beyond the control of the
“company.”’

Page 5, clause 12, lines 4 and 5. Omit “upon giving one day’s notice to the gas
“ company.”

Page 6, clause 16, line 26. Reinsert ““one’”’ omit “two”

Page 7, clause 17, lines 23 to 26. Reinsert *“ When the amount at credit of the
“reserve fund equals or exceeds ten per centum of the paid-up capital of
““the company no sum shall be set apart under this section for such fund
“until the amount at credit of the fund falls below such ten per centum,”
but (line 24)) substitute the word ‘“ original * for ¢ paid-up ”’

Page 7, clause 17, line 37. Reinsert «“ standard ” omit * authorised
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Page 8, clause 19 18, lines 6 to 16. Reinsert *“ placed to the credit of an account
“to be called the divisible profits account ; and not more than twenty per
“ centum of the amount placed to the credit of such account in any year
“ may be retained and carried forward to the credit of the divisible profits
“account of the following year, and the remainder, being not less than
“eighty per. centum, shall be applied to the reduction of the price of
“ gas and the payment of a dividend as provided in section twenty-one”
omit “carried to the credit of the divisible profits of such company for
“ the next following year: Provided that the sum standing to the credit
“of such divisible profits shall not at any time exceed the amount
“required to pay one year’s dividend at the standard rate.”

Pages 8 and 9, clause 2+ 20. Owmit lines 31 to 43 and page 9, lines 1 to 27 inclusive.
Page 9, clause 2% 20. Omit lines 45 to 47, and page 10, 1 to 12 inclusive,

Page 12, clause 25, lines 18 to 86. Reinsert clause 25.

Page 12, clause 26 24, line 40. Omit “except Schedule One ”

Page 18, clause 29 27, line 23.  Reinsert * thirty ” omit * sixty ”

Page 13, clause 28, line 40. Omit “ one shilling ” insert * fourpence ”

Page 14, Schedule One, lines 33 to 35. Reinsert ©“ 3 ” omit “6”

Page 14, Schedule Two, line 40.  Reinsert *“ Ammonia (not more than 2§ grains per
“ 100 cubic feet )

Page 15, Schedule Three, line 8. 4dd * or as prescribed ”

Page 15, Schedule Three, line 13. A4dd ““or such other photometer as shall be
¢ prescribed.”
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GAS BILL.

SCHEDULE showing the Legislative Assembly’s Disagreements from, and
Amendments wupon, the Legislative Council’s Amendments, referred to in
Message of 30th QOctober, 1912.

RICHD. A. ARNOLD,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

Page 1, clause 1, lines 6 to 11.  _After “ Gas Act, 1912 omit “and except as to
“ sections fifteen, twenty, and twenty-nine shall come into force on the
“ first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and thirteen, and sections
“ fifteen and twenty-nine shall come into force on the passing of the Act,
“ and section twenty on the first day of January, one thousand nine hundred
“ and thirteen.” ;

Page 2, clause 2, lines 4 and 5. Reinsert *“ but does not include ” omit * and
“ includes ”

Page 2, clause 4, line 30. Reinsert « fifteen,” omit “fourteen ”

Page 3, clause 4, lines 1 to 3. Reinsert * testing-places, at places approved by the
“ Minister ”” Omit *“ a testing-place at each of its manufacturing stations.”

Page 3, clause 5, lines 31 to 34. Omit “Provided also that the average of the
“ testings made at such testing-place on that day and on the preceding and
“ on the following day shall be deemed to represent the illuminating power
“ of such gas on such day at such testing-place.”

Page 4, clause 11, lines 42 to 44. Reinsert ““ Provided that the want of sufficient
“funds shall not be held to be a circumstance beyond the control of the
“ company.”’

Page 5, clause 12, lines 4 and 5. Omit “upon giving one day’s notice to the gas
“ company.”

Page 6, clause 16, line 26. Reinsert ““ one ”’ omit “ two”

Page 7, clause 17, lines 23 to 26. Reinsert “ When the amount at credit of the
“reserve fund equals or exceeds ten per centum of the paid-up capital of
*“the company no sum shall be set apart under this section for such fund
“until the amount at credit of the fund falls below such ten per centum,”
but (line 24)) substitute the word ¢ original ** for * paid-up

Page 7, clause 17, line 37. Reinsert ¢ standard ” omit ‘ authorised ”
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Page 8, clause 19 18, lines 6 to 16. Reinsert placed to the credit of an account
“to be called the divisible profits account ; and not more than twenty per
“ centum of the amount placed to the credit of such account in any year
“may be retained and carried forward to the credit of the divisible profits
“account of the following year, and the remainder, being not less than
“eighty per centum, shall be applied to the reduction of the price of
“gas and the payment of a dividend as provided in section twenty-one
omit “carried to the credit of the divisible profits of such company for
“ the next following year : Provided that the sum standing to the credit
“of such divisible profits shall not at any time exceed the amount
“required to pay one year’s dividend at the standard rate.”

Pages 8 and 9, clause 23 20. Oumit lines 31 to 43 and page 9, lines 1 to 27 inclusive.

Page 9, clause 21 20. Omit lines 45 to 47, and page 10, 1 to 12 inclusive.

Page 12, clause 25, lines 18 to 86. Reinsert clause 25.

Page 12, clause 26 24, line 40. Omit “ except Schedule One *

Page 13, clause 29 27, line 23. Reinsert “ thirty ” omit “ sixty "

Page 13, clause 28, line 40. ~ Omit “ one shilling ” insert « fourpence

Page 14, Schedule One, lines 33 to 35. Reinsert “ 3 omit “6”

Page 14, Schedule Two, line 40.  Reinsert ““ Ammonia (not more than 21 grains per
“ 100 cubic feet )

Page 15, Schedule Three, line 8. _4dd * or as prescribed ”’

Page 15, Schedule Three, line 138. A4dd “or such other photometer as shall be
¢ prescribed.”
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GAS BILL.

SCHEDULE of the Amendments referred to in Message of 30th October, 1912.

1, clause 1. At end of clause add ¢ and except as to sections fifteen, twenty, and twenty-nine
< ghall come into force on the first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and thirteen,
« and sections fifteen and twenty-nine shall come into force on the passing of the Act,
«gnd section twenty on the first day of January, one thousand nine hundred and
¢ thirteen ”

2, clause 2, lines 4 and 5. Omit *“ but does not include ” insert < and includes

2, clause Z, line 9. After ““capital ” omif remainder of clause insers “means all moneys paid or
« to be paid or credited or to be credited as paid by the shareholders of a gas company
« in respect of fully or partially paid up shares in such compay issued prior to the passing
« of this Act or under the provisions of section fifteen thereof, but, save as aforesaid,
« does not include premium capital or reserves created after the passing of this Act”

9, clause 3, line 22. Omit ““ twenty-one” insert * twenty

92, clause 4, line 30. Omit ¢ tifteen ” insert ¢ fourteen

3, clause 4, lines 1 and 2. Omit < testing-places at places approved by the Minister’
« a testing-place at each of its manufacturing stations ”

3. At end of clause 4 add new proviso.

3. At end of clause 5 add new proviso.

4, clause 7. Before line 2 insert « Unless a gas company shall be prevented by accident or by
« the necessity of temporarily opening or otherwise temporarily disturbing its mains in the
« Jocality for the purpose of effecting repairs to or making connections with such mains ”

4, clause 7, line 6. Omit ‘* except in case of accident ”

4, clause 8, line 20. Omit “used or”

4, clause 11, line 42. After ‘“company ? omit remainder of clause.

5, clause 12, line 4. After “ hours” insert “ upon giving one day’s notice to the gas company ”

5, clause 14, line 19.  Omit “attend ” insert < afford ”

5, clause 15. At end of clause add—

« Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any memorandum or
articles of association, rules, or deed of settlement, or in this or any other Act, the
following provisions shall have effect :—

(1) The companies specified in Schedule One hereto are hereby authorized and
« empowered within six months from the passing of this Act, by resolution
« of the shareholders in general meeting, to capitalise the whole or any part of
« their reserves and premium capital, and may for that purpose —
«(a) distribute the whole or any portion of such reserves and premium capital in
<« the form of fully paid shares amongst the shareholders in proportion to the
« gshares held by them respectively ; and
«(b) create and issue as fully paid amongst its shareholders in the like proportion,
« new shares to the nominal value of the reserves and premium capital to be
« distributed.”
«(2) Any other gas company may in like manner capitalise the whole of its reserves
<« and premium capital within six months from the date of its inclusion in Schedule
“ One hereto.”
«(8) All shares created and issued under the provisions of this section shall be
« deemed to be ‘original capital’ for the purposes of this Act:

«Provided nevertheless that the amount of premium capital and reserves which may
be so capitalised by the Australian Gaslight Company shall not exceed the sum of four
hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds.”

" insert

Page 6, clause 16, line 26. Omit “one” insert “two’’

Page 6, clause 16, line 27.  Omit “ exclusive ” insert « inclusive”
Page 6, clause 16, line 30.  Omit * chartered ” insert ¢ public ”
Page 6, clause 16, line 31.  Omit *“ or incorporated accountant ”
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Page 6,

Page 6,
Page 6,
Page 6,
Page 7,

Page 8,

Page 8,

7, clause 17, line 22. Omit ““ twenty-one’

2

clause 16, lines 32 and 33. Omit “and by such person as may be appointed for that pnrpose by
“ the Minister ” insert ¢ or at the option of the Minister by such public accountant as may
‘ be appointed for that purpose by the Auditor-General *’

clause 16, line 36. Omit “strikes”

clause 16. At end of paragraph (a) add ¢ by reason of strikes; or

clause 16, line 45.  Omit “exclusive ” wnsert ¢ inclusive

clause 17, line 15.  Omit “ twenty-one ” insert « twenty ”

" insert < twenty ”’

clause 17. Omat lines 23 to 26.

clause 17, lines 27 to 29. Omit “and any reserve or otler fund of a similar character of the
“company existing at the commencement of this Act”

clause 17, line 35. Omit “as hereinafter provided ”

clause 17, line 37.  Omit ““standard ” insert ¢ authorised ”’
Omit clause 18.

clause 19: 18, line 1. After “ year ” insert « after providing for all expenses properly charge-
“able to revenue ”’

clause 19: 18, line 5. After “be” omit remainder of clause insert ¢ carried to the credit of the

«« divisible profits of such company for the next following year: Provided that the sum
< standing to the credit of such divisible profits shall not at any time exceed the amount
“required to pay one year's dividend at the standard rate *’

clause 20: 19, line 21. Omat “ twenty-one ” insert “ twenty ”’

clause 21. 20, After line 30 insert ¢ Provided that if at any time after the first day of
“ January, one thousand nine hundred and thirteen, the cost of production of gas
¢«is increased by reason of any alteration in labour conditions, including wages, by any
« award or industrial agreement made under the Industrial Arbitration Act, 1912, or any
¢ Act amending the same, and in the cost of coal, or by reason of either of those causes,
¢ the gas company, whose cost of production is so increased, shall be entitled to have the
¢« standard price of its gas increased by proclamation in manner hereinafter provided by
¢ one penny per thousand cubic feet for every penny by which the cost of producing one
“thousand cubic feet of gas is increased as aforesaid.

¢« Upon the auditor of any gas company certifying to the Minister that the cost of
¢« production of the gas of such company has been increased by the reasons as aforesaid, or
<« either of them, to the extent of at least one penny per thousand cubic feet, the
¢ Minister shall, with all reasonable despatch, cause an inquiry, at which the Minister
«“and the gas company may be represented, to be held by a Bupreme or District Court
« Judge, and if such Judge shall certify that the cost of production has been so increased,
“the Governor shall forthwith, by proclamation in the Government Gazette, increase the
¢« gtandard price by one penny per thousand cubic feet in respect of every penny by which
“the said Judge shall certify that the cost of production per thousand cubic feet of gas
“has been increased. And, further, provided that where the standard price has been
“increased as aforesaid with respect to any gas company, the Minister may at any time,
“and from time to time, cause a further inquiry to be held in the manner as aforesaid,
<« and if such Judge shall certify that the cost of production has been decreased by reason
“of an alteration in labour conditions, including wages, by any award or industrial
“agreement made under the Industrial Arbitration Act, 1912, or any Act amending the
<« same, and in the cost of coal, or by reason of either of those causes, the Governor shall
¢« forthwith, by proclamation in the Government Gazette, decrease the standard price in
“ respect of the said company by one penny per thousand cubic feet for every penny by
¢ which the said Judge shall certify that the cost of production per thousand cubic feet
“of gas has been decreased; but so that such decrease shall at no time reduce
‘““the standard price in respect of such company below that stated in Schedule One.
“No proclamation under either of the above provisoes shall be made with respect to any
“ company within six months after the date of the last of such proclamations affecting
‘“such company.”

)
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Page 10,
Page 10,
Page 10,
Page 11,

Page 12.
Page 12,

Page 12,

Page 13,

Page 13,
Page 13,
Page 13,
Page 13,

Page 13,
Page 13,
Page 13,
Page 13.
Page 14,
Page 14,
Page 14,
Page 14,
Page 14,
Page 15,

Page 15,
Page 15,
Page 15,
Page 15.
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Atendof clause 21: 20, add < And inrespect of any year during the whole of which the price
¢ charged by the company has been one penny or part of a penny above the standard
““ price, the dividend payable by the company shall, in respect of each penny, or part of a
« penny, by which the standard price has been exceeded, be reduced below the standard
“ rate of dividend by five shillings on every one hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and
‘“ 80 in proportion for any fraction of one hundred pounds.

¢ Where any increase in the price of gas is charged by the company for six months
‘“ only of any year, the dividend payable by such company for such year shall, in respect
« of each penny of such increase, be reduced by two shillings and sixpence on every one
‘“ hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in proportion for any fraction of one hundred
“ pounds.”
clause 22: 21, line 21. Omit “on” insert < or”
clause 22: 21, line 28,  After “or” insert ¢ after the
clause 22: 21, line 37.  After “ company ” insert  on a day to be fixed by the company being
clause 23: 22, lines 31 and 32. Omit “ regulations under this Act” insert < Schedule Five
¢« hereto, or as near thereto as circumstances will permit *’

Omat clause 25.
clanse 26: 24, line 38.  Omit ¢ Any schedule to this Act” insert < On resolutions being passed
“ by both Houses of Parliament authorising the same any Schedule to this Act except
« Schedule One
clause 26: 24, lines 42 and 43.  Omit “ on resolutions being passed by both Houses of Parliament
“authorising the same ”
clause 29. 27, line 16. After ““occupier ” insert “and of so much of any such pipe as may
“ be laid for a greater distance than thirty feet from any pipe of the company although
“mnot on such property ”’
clause 29: 27, line 23.  Omit “thirty ” ansert « sixty ”
clause 29: 27, line 23. After © which” insert ¢ the
clause 29. 27, line 26. After “ months ” insert < thereafter >’
clause 29: 27, line 29. Afier “of ” wnsert < such supply of gas as may be registered by meter,
sCand of’
clause 29: 27, line 32. After « company ” insert < wilfully
clause 29: 27, line 33. After “ of ” insert “ such ”
clause 29: 27, line 34. Omit “ they ” insert “ it
After clause 29. 27 add new clauses 28 and 29.

Schedule One, line 33.  Omit “3 7 second occurring insert 6’
Schedule One, line 34. After < Company ” insert * Limited *’
Schedule One, line 3+.  Omit “ 3 ” second occurring insert 6
Schedule One, line 35. Omit “3” second occurring insert <6
Schedule Two, line 40.  Omit “ Ammonia (not more than 21 grains per 100 cubic feet)
Schedule Three, line 7. Omit “such as shall be prescribed ” insert « the Metropolitan Argand
“ Burner No. 2~

)

”»

Page, 15, Schedule Three. After line 10 insert “Provided that gas companies, other than those

“named in Schedule One, may use Lowe’s Jet Photometer for ascertaining the illuminating
“power of the gas in standard candles "’
Schedule Three, line 14.  After ¢ hydrogen ” insert ¢ shall be ”
Schedule Four, line 24.  Omit “ the ” insert ¢ ten ”
Schedule Four, line 37.  Omit “ comprising ” insert < containing
After Schedule Four add new Schedule Five







This PusLic BILL originated @n the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, and, having this day
rassed, is mow ready for presentation to the Lucisuative COUNCIL for its concurrence.

Legislatice Assembly Chamler, ) RICIHD. A. ARNOLD,
Sydney, 19 September, 1912, A1, § Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

The LeGisnarive COUNCIL Las this day agreed lo this Bill with Amendments.

Legislatice Council Chamber, } JOIIN J. CALVERT,
Sydney, 30th October, 1912. Clerk of the Parliaments.

ANNO TERTIO

GEORGILI V REGIS.

w foue ok %k ok ko e w o %

Act No. . 1912

An Act to prescribe standards of illuminating power, purity,
and pressure for gas; to regulate thc price of gas; to
regulate companies, corporations, firms, and persons
supplying gas, and particularly with regard to dividends,
reserves, funds, accounts, and the issue of shares; and for
purposes consequent thereon or incidental thereto.

E it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative

Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows :—

5 Preliminary.
1. This Act may be cited as the ““ Gas Act, 1912,” and except Short title.

as to sections fifteen, twenty, and twenty-nine shall come into force
on the first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and thirteen, and
sections fifteen and twenty-nine shall come into force on the passing

10 of the Act, and section twenty on the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and thirteen.
31157 70—'A- 2.
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2. In this Act, unless the context requires another meaning,— Definitions.
“ Gas company ” means any company, corporation, firm, or person
supplying any gas for lighting, heating, motive power, or
other purpose, and disposing of the same for profit, but-does
not-inelude and includes a local authority.
«Gasworks ” means works of a gas company, and the works
connected therewith.
« Local authority ”” means council of a municipality or shire.
“Qriginal capital ” means—all--moneys—subseribed—by—the—share-
10 holders off a gas company as share capitafl in such company
priortothle passing of this Act, but does nojt include premium,
eapital;-or-reserves; means all moneys yaid or to be paid, or
credited or to be credited as paid, by the shareholders of a
gas company in respect of fully or partially paid up shares
15 in such company issued prior to the passing of this Act, or
under the provisions of section fifteen thercof, but save as
aforesaid does not include premimm capital or reserves
created after the passing of this Act.

[543

Application of Aect.

20 3. This Act applies to all gas companies which do at the Application of Act,
commencement of this Aet, or may at any time thercafter, supply gas : Schedule One.
Provided that clauses fifteen to twenty-one twenty inclusive shall not
apply to any company until it has been included in Schedule One to
this Act, or any addition to that Schedule.

25 Testing «f guas.

4. (1) The quality of the gas supplied by a gas company Iluminating power
shall, with respect to its illuminating power, be such as to produce at anrd purity of gas.
a testing-place provided in conformity with this Act, when burned at Aebadale Two.
the rate of five cubie feet per hour, a light equal in intensity to the

30 light produced by #ifteen fourteen sperm candles of six to the pound, each
consuming one hundred and twenty grains of sperm per hour, and in
making the test, two candles shall be used together.

Such gas with respect to its heating power shall be not less
than five-hundred British thermal units.

35 Such gas shall, as to its purity, not exhibit any trace of
sulphuretted hydrogen, when tested in accordance with this Act, and
the standard of purity shall be as preseribed in Schedule Two hereto,
which may be amended from time fo time by proclamation in the
Government Gazette :

40 (2) The apparatus to he used for testing, and the method Sehedule Three.
of testing the illuminating power of the gas, and the presence of
sulphuretted hydrogen in the gas, shall be as prescribed in Schedule
Three to this Act.

(3)
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(3) A gas company shall provide #esting-places—at-places
approved-by-the-Minister; a testing place at each of its manufacturing
stations, and all the apparatus required by this Act, for the testing
of its gas, and shall at all times keep the same in proper order and

5 repair.

(4) The method of testing shall be as preseribed by schedule Four.
Schedule Four to this Act, which may be amended from time to time
by proclamation in the Government Gazette :

Provided that if any gas company affected by any amendment

10 of Schedule Two or Four signifies its disapproval of such amendment
by notice in writing to the Minister within fourteen days of the
proclamation in the Gazette of such amendment, the same shall not
take effect unless or until a district court judge appointed for the
purpose shall have held a public inquiry, and allowed such amendment:

15 Provided that due notice shall be given of the holding of such inquiry
to the Minister and to the gas companies affected who may be repre-
sented thereat.

5. If on any day the gas supplied by any gas company at any Penalty for defect in
testing-place is of less illumlnatlnﬂ' power than as above prescribed, the tminatig power.

20 company shall be liable to penalties as follows :—

For the first half of a candle of defective power, not exceeding
forty shillings.

For the first and every subsequent candle of defective power, not
less than twenty-five pounds and not exceeding one hundred

25 pounds : ‘

Provided that where one penalty is imposed in respect of
defective illuminating powerin the gas supplied by the company at one
testing-place on any day, no further penalty may be imposed in respect
of defective illuminating power in the gas supplied by the company

30 at any other testing-place on the same day :

Provided also that the average of the testings made at such
testing-place on that day and on the preceding and on the following
day shall be deemed to represent the illuminating power of such gas
on such day at such testing-place.

35 6. If on any day the gas supplied by a gas company at any Penalty for defect
testing-place is of less purity than it ought to be, the company shal] in purity.
be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds for each occasion on
which it is so in default :

Provided that where one penalty is imposed in respect of excess

40 of impurity in the gas supplied by the company at one testing-place
on any day, no further penalty may be imposed in respect of excess
impurity in the gas as supplied by the company at any other testing-
place on the same day :

Provided also that the average of the testings made at such

43 testing-place on that day, and on the preceding and on the following
day shall be deemed to represent the purity of such gas on such day
at such testing-place. Pressure
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Pressure of gas.

7. (1) Unless a gas company shall be prevented by accident pressure of gas.
or by the necessity of temporarily opening or otherwise temporarily
disturbing its mains in the locality for the purpose of effecting repairs

5 to or making connections with such mains, all gas supplied by a gas
company to any consumer of gas shall, exeept-in-ease-of-aceident; be
supplied at such pressure as to balance from midnight to sunset a
column of water not less than six-tenths of an inch in height, and to
balance from sunset to midnight a column of water not less than one

10inch in height at the main or as near as may be to the junction
therewith of the service pipe supplying the consumer.

(2) Any gas examiner may at a testing-place, or at any
public lamp, as and when he thinks fit, test the pressure at which the
gas is supplied. The gas company shall afford to the examiner all

15 reasonable facilities for ule\mw the test.

For the purpose of the test the examiner shall connect a self-
registering pressure gauge to the lamp-cock by a flexible or other
suitable pipe, which shall be gas-tight, and such pressure gauge shall
be as nearly as practicable at the same level, as the lamp- cock..

20 8. No meter shall be used-ox issued for use by a gas company Testing of meters.
until it has been first tested and stamped by a Government examiner
in accordance with the regulations published in pursuance of this Act.

9. The Governor may cause to be published in the Govern- Regulations.

ment Gazette regulations providing for the testing, stamping, and
25 examination of meters, the registration by and regulation of meters,
and any matters incidental thereto.

10. If at any time during any period between midnight and penalty for defect
sunsct, or during any 1)(\1‘1011 between sunset and midnight, thu o e,
mlpphvd by a gas company is supplied at a pressure less than that

30 above- prcsu'lbed, the company shall in cach case be liable to a penalty
not exceeding ten pounds :

Provided that where a penalty is imposed in respect of
insufliciency of pressure in the gas supplied by the company during
any period of twenty-four hours, no further pe nalty may be imposed

35 in respect of insufficiency of pressure in the gas supplicd by the
company during the same period.

Saving as to penallies.

11. No penalty shall be incurred 1)y a gas company for defect Saving as to
of illuminating power, excess of impurity in the aas supplied by such penaltics.
40 company, or msuﬁiuencv of pressure, in any case in respect of which
it is proved that such defect or excess or insufficiency was produced by
any circumstance beyond the control of the company: Provided-that
the—want-of-suflicientFunds-shall-not—be-held--to-be-a-cirenmstanec-heyond
the-control-of-the-eompany: Guas
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Gas examiners.

12. The Governor may appoint competent and impartial Appointment s
persons to be gas examiners. St by s
Such examiners may at any reasonable liours, upon giving onc
5 day’s notice to the gas company, test the illuminating power, purity,
and pressure of the gas supplied by any gas company, and for that
purpose may enter any land or premises of any such company.
Such company may, if it thinks fit, on each occasion of
such testing, be represented by some person appointed by it, but such .
10 person shall not interfere in the testing.
Any such tests shall be made in accordance with the provisions
of this Act.

13. A gas examiner shall, on the day immediately following Report of testing.
that on which the testing has heen conducted, make and deliver a
15 report to be filed in the office of the Minister of the results of his
testing, and deliver a copy of such report to the gas company.
14. A gas company and its officers and servants shall give to Facilities to be
a gas examiner and to his assistants access to the testing-place, and 2forded gas
shall attend afford all facilitics for the proper exceution of this Act.
20 If any such company or any such oflicer or servant fails to
comply with the provisions of this scetion, it or he shall be liable to a
penalty not execeding ten pounds.

Standard rate of dividend.

15. Except as by this Act provided, the profits of any @as Standard rate of
25 company to be divided among the holders of its share capital or dvidend.
stock in any year shall not exceed the following rate (which is in this
Act referred to as the standard rate of dividend), that is to say, on
the original capital of the company at the rate of ten pounds in
respeet of every one hundred pounds actually paid up of such capital,
30 and on the additional capital to be raised after the passing of this
Act the rate of seven pounds in respect of every one hundred
pounds actually paid up of such capital as shall he issued as ordinary
capital and the rate of five pounds in respeet of every one hundred
pounds actually paid up of such capital as shall be issued as
35 preference capital.
Notwithstanding anything to the conirary contained in any
memorandum or articles of association, rules or deed of settlement or
in this or any other Act, the following provisions shall have effect :—

(1) The companies specified in Schedule One hereto are hereby

40 authorised and empowered within six months from the
passing of this Act by resolution of the sharcholders in .
general
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general meeting to capitalise the whole or any part of their
reserves and premium capital, and may for that purpose—
(a) distribute the whole or any portion of such reserves
and premium capital in the form of fully paid shares
5 amongst the shareholders in proportion to the shares
held by them respectively; and
(b) create and issue as fully paid amongst its shareholders
in the like proportion, new shares to the nominal
value of the reserves and premium capital to be

10 distributed.

(2) Any other gas company may in like manner capitalise the
whole of its reserves and premium- capital within six
months from the date of its inclusion in Schedule One
hereto.

15 (8) All shares created and issued under the provisions of this
section shall be deemed to be “original capital” for the
purposes of this Act:

Provided nevertheless that the amount of premium capital
and reserves which may be so capitalised by the Australian Gaslight

20 Company shall not exceed the sum of four hundred and twenty-five

thousand pounds.
Special purposes fund.

16. (1) The directors of a gas company may, if they think fit, Special purposes
in any year appropriate out of the revenue of the company, as part of -
25 the expenditure on revenue account, any sum not exceeding an amount
equal to eme two per centum of the paid-up capital of the company,
exelusive inclusive of premiums, to a fund to be called ¢ the special
purposes fund.”
(2) The special purposes fund shall be applicable only Application of the
30 to meet such charges as are certified to by a ehartered public i
accountant er-ineerperated-aceountant being the auditor of the company,
and—by—sueh—person—as—may—be—appointed—for—that-—purpese-—by—the
Minister; or at the option of the Minister by such public accountant
as may be appointed for that purpose by the Auditor-General, as
35 being—
(a) expenses incurred by reason of accidents, strikes; or circum-
stances which due care and management could not have
prevented or by reason of strikes ; or
(b) expenses incurred in the replacement or removal of plant or
40 works, other than expenses requisite for maintenance and
renewal of plant and works, and for contributions towards a
superannuation fund for employees.
(8) The maximum amount standing to the eredit of the Maximum amount of
special purposes fund shall not at any time exceed an amount equal e
45 to one-tenth part of the paid-up capital of the company exelusive
inclusive of premiums. (4)
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(4) The moneys forming the special purposes fund, or any Investment of fund.
portion thercof, may be invested in securities in which directors of the
company are authorised by law to invest, or may be applied for the
general purposes of the company to which capital is properly
5 applicable, or may be used partly in one way or partly in the other.
(5) Resort may from time to time be had to the special Savings.
purposes fund, notwithstanding that the sum standing to the credit of
the fund is, for the time being, less than the maximum allowed by
this section.
10 Reserve fund.

17. When in any year the rate of dividend that may be paid Reserve fund.
on the ordinary share capital or stock of a gas company exceeds the
. standard rate, by reason of the price charged by the company for gas
in such year being below the standard price as provided in section
15 twenty-one twenty, then, out of the amount of the divisible profits of
the company applicable to the payment of such excess of dividends,
the directors of the company may in such year set apart such sum as
they think fit by way of a reserve fund.

The total amount paid in any year by way of such excess

20 dividend and the amount so set apart in such year to the reserve fund
shall not when taken together exceed the total amount permitted to
be paid by way of excess dividend under section twenty-one twenty.

‘When the ajmount at credit of the reserve funld equals or exceeds
ten per centum of |the paid-up capital of the compainy no sum shall be

25 set apart under thils section for such fund until thie amount at credit
of the fund falls bellow such ten per centum.

All sums (if any) so set apart and—any-—reserve—or—other—fand—of
a—similar—character—of—the—company—existing—at—the—commencement—of
this—Aet may be invested in Government or other securities not

30 connected with the business of the company, and the dividends and
interest arising from such securities may also be invested in the same
or the like securities in order that the same may accumulate at

. compound interest.

The fund so formed shall be called *the reserve fund.” It

35 shall be applicable as—hereinafter—provideds to the payment of dividend
in any year in which the clear profits of the company are insufficient

e to enable the company in such year to pay the standard authorised
rate, and for no other purpose.

Save as by this section specially provided, no sum shall in any

40 year be carried by the company to any reserve fund:

18. Ifin |any one year the profits of the| company divisible Paymentof =
amongst the sharefholders donot amount to the stajndard rate, such a prbbor g 7 g
sum may be taken| from the reserve fund as with {fhe actual divisible
profits of such yeajr will enable the company to paly a dividend of the

45 amount aforesaid, Jand so from time to time as offten as the occasion

Pohies: Divisibic
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Divisible profits account.

19 18. If the clear profits of the company in any year Divisible profits
after providing for all expenses properly chargeable to revenue,?®count
amount to a larger sum than is sufficient to pay the authorised

b dividend on the share capital of the company, the excess shall be
placed to the credjit of an account to be called |the divisible profits
account; and not fmore than twenty per centum off the amount placed
to the credit off such account in any year [may be retained
and carried forwarid to the credit of the divisible| profits account of

10 the following yealr, and the remainder, being nojt less than eighty
per centum, shalll be applied to the reduction| of the price of
gas and the payment of a dividend as provided in jsection twenty-one
carried to the credit of the divisible profits of such company for the
next following year: Provided that the sum standing to the credit of

15 such divisible profits shall not at any time exceed the amount required
to pay one year’s dividend at the standard rate.

Distribution of profits.

20- 19. The profits of the company shall not be utilised in any Distribution of
other way than to provide for a special purposes fund, a reserve fund, Profit
20 and a divisible profits account as hereinbefore provided, and for the
purposes mentioned in section fsventy-one twenty. Any company paying
moneys from profits into any other account shall be liable on conviction
to a penalty of one hundred pounds, and a further penalty of fifty
pounds for every day on which, after such conviction, such moneys
25 are retained in any such account.

Sliding scale.

21: 20. Notwithstanding anything contained in any Act or any standard price of
memorandum or articles of association, the standard price to be charged
by a gas company for gas supplied by it to private consumers by meter
30 shall be at the rate set out in Schedule One hereto : Schedule One.
Provided that if at any time after the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and thirteen, the cost of production of gas is
increased by reason of any alteration in labour conditions, including
wages, by any award or industrial agreement made under the Industrial
2p Arbitration Act, 1912, or any Act amending the same, and in
the cost of coal, or by reason of either of those causes, the gas
company, whose cost of production is so increased, shall be entitled to
have the standard price of its gas increased by proclamation in
manner hereinafter provided by one penny per thousand cubic feet
40 for every penny by which the cost of producing one thousand cubic
feet of gas is increased as aforesaid.
Upon the auditor of any gas company certifying to the Minister
that the cost of production of the gas of such company has been
increased
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increased by the reasons as aforesaid, or either of them, to the extent
of at least one penny per thousand cubic feet, the Minister shall, with
all reasonable despatch, cause an inquiry, at which the Minister and
the gas company may be represented, to be held by a Supreme or
5 District Court Judge, and if such judge shall certify that the cost of
production has been so increased, the Governor shall forthwith, by procla-
mation in the Government Gazette, increase the standard price by one
penny per thousand cubic feet in respect of every penny by which the
said judge shall certify that the cost of production per thousand cubic
10 feet of gas has been increased ; and, further, provided that where the
standard price has been increased as aforesaid with respect to any gas
company, the Ministcr may at any time, and from time to time, cause
a further inquiry to be held in the manner as aforesaid, and if such
judge shall certify that the cost of production has been decreased by
15 reason of an alteration in labour conditions, including wages by any
award or industrial agreement made under the Industrial Arbitration
Act, 1912, or any Act - mending the same, and in the cost
of coal, or by reason of either of those causes, the Governor shall
forthwith, by proclamation in the Government Gazette, decrease the
20 standard price in respect of the said company by one penny per
thousand cubic feet for every penny by which the said judge shall
certify that the cost of production per thousand cubic feet of gas has
been decreased; but so that such decrease shall at no time reduce the
standard price in respect of such company below that stated in
25 Schedule One. No proclamation under either of the above provisoes
shall be made with respect to any company within six months after
the date of the last of such proclamations affecting such company :
Provided that the company shall reduce the price so charged
by them for gas, below the standard price, in proportion to any
g0 increase beyond the standard rate in the dividend payable by the
company on the paid-up capital of the company, as follows :—

In respect of any year during the whole of which the price
charged by the company has been one penny or more below
the standard price, the dividend payable by the company

35 may, in respect of each penny by which the standard price
has been reduced, be increased above the standard rates of
dividend by five shillings on every one hundred pounds of
paid-up capital, and so in proportion for any fraction of onc
hundred pounds.

40 Where a reduction in the price of gas is made by the company for
six months only of any year, the dividend payable by the
company for such year may, in respect of each penny of such
reduction, be increased by two shillings and sixpence on every
one hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in proportion

45 for any fraction of one hundred pounds. And in respect of
any year during the whole of which the price charged by the
company has been one penny or part of a penny above the

standard
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standard price, the dividend payable by the company shall,
in respect of each penny or part of a penny by which the
standard price has been exceeded, be reduced hbelow the
standard rate of dividend by five shillings on every one
hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in proportion for
any fraction of one hundred pounds.

Where any increase in the price of gas is charged by the company
for six months only of any year, the dividend payable by
such company for such year shall, in respect of each penny

10 of such increase, be reduced by two shillings and sixpence

on every one hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in
proportion for any fraction of one hundred pounds.

() §

Issue of additional shares.

22. 21. Notwithstanding the provisions of any Act, or of any

15 memorandum, or article of association relating to a gas company, the

issue after the commencement of this Act of any shares in such
company shall be subject to the following provisions :—

(a) All shares so to be issued shall be offered for sale by public
auction or tender.

20 (b) Notice of the intended sale shall be given to the Minister at
least, twenty-eight days before the day of auction en or the last
day for the reception of tenders, as the case may be, and shall
also be advertised once in each of two consecutive weeks in
one or more daily newspapers published in Sydney.

(e) A reserve price shall be fixed, and notice thereof shall be sent
by the company in a sealed letter, to be received by the
Minister not less than twenty-four hours before, but not to
be opened until after the day of auction, or after the lust day
for the receipt of tenders, as the case may be.

30 (d) No lot offered for sale shall comprise shares of greater nominal

value than one hundred pounds.

(e) In the casc f a sale by tender no preference shall be given
to one of two or more persons tendering the same sum. In
the case of a sale by auction a bid shall not be recognised

35 unless it is in advance of the last preceding bid.

(f) It shall be one of the conditions of sale that the total sum
payable by the purchaser shall be paid to the company
on a day to be fixed by the company being within three
months after the date of the auction or of the acceptance of

40 the tender, as the case may be.

(g) Any shares or stock which have been so offered for sale and
arc not sold may be offered at the reserve price to the holders
of ordinary and preference shares or stock of the company,
and to the employees of the company, and to the consumers

of

o
()}

10

Issue of additional
shares.




Act No. 4 1912.

Gas.

of gas supplied by the company, in such proportions as the
company may think fit, or to one or more of these classes of
persons only: Provided, in the case of an offer to holders of
shares or stock, that if the aggregate amount of shares or
stock applied for exceeds the aggregate amount so offered as
aforesaid, the same shall be allotted to and distributed
amongst the applicants as nearly as may be in proportion to
the amounts applied for by them respectively.
(h) Any shares or stock which may have been offered for sale
10 in ‘accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section,
and are not sold, shall be again offered for sale by public
auction or by tender in accordance with the provisions of
this section; and any such shares or stock then remaining
unsold may be otherwise disposed of at such price and in
15 such manner as the directors of the company may determine
for the purpose of realising the best price obtainable.

(i) As soon as possible after the conclusion of the sale or sales
the company shall send a report thereof to the Minister,
stating the total amount of the respective shares or stock

20 sold, the total amount obtained as premium (if any), and
the highest and lowest prices obtained for the respective
shares or stock.

(j) The amount of premium shall be placed to the special

~ purpose fund and shall in all cases be treated as mnon-

25 dividend bearing.

(=)

Accounts and audit.

23. 22, Every gas company shall cause to be filled up and
forwarded to the Minister, on or before the thirty-first day of March
in cach year, an annual statement of accounts, made up to the thirty-

30 first day of December then next preceding, as near as may be in the
form, and containing the particulars specified in regulations—under
this-Aet. Schedule Five hereto or as near thereto as circumstances
will permit.

The company shall keep copies of such annual statement at
85its office, and sell the same to any applicant at a price not exceeding
one shilling for each copy.
If any such company makes default in complying with the
provisions of this section, it shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
two pounds for each day during which such default continues.

40 24 23. (1) The Auditor-General, at the request of the Minister,
shall, and the Minister may on his own initiative, or at the request of
not less than twelve users of the gas of any gas company, cause the
Auditor-General to examine and audit, or cause any officer of the

public

11

Annual s‘tatemént
of accounts.
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public service appointed by him in that behalf to examine and audit Examination and
the accounts of such gas company, and for the purposes of such audit o
examine any hooks and documents relating to such accounts.
(2) If any person obstructs the Auditor-Genceral, or any
Sofficer appointed by him, in the exercise of his powers or the
performance of his duties under this section, or without lawful excuse
refuses to produce any beok, account, document, writing, paper, or
instrument in his possession or under his control, or to answer any
question asked by the Auditor-General or such officer for the purpose
10of the exercise of such powers or performance of such duties, he shall
be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds,
and if any person, after conviction for any suen offence, still refuses
to produce any such book, account, document, writing, paper, or
instrument, or to answer any such question, he shall be liable to a
15 further penalty not exceeding twenty pounds for every day during
which such default continues.

Mhere company ceases to supply g|1s.
25. Where the Minister certifies to the Glovernor that it ias Power of [Governor

been proved to his [satisfaction thata gas company hfas ceased to supply :‘e’m“[?‘f;% e
20 or has suspended tfhe supply of gas, it shall he lawfufl for the Governor, businessof a gas
by his officers and [servants, to take possession templorarily of the land “"P*"
and premises of sucjh company, and all machinery, pjlant, utensils, and
materials used by| it in the production and supp|ly of gas, and the
manufacture of by}-products.
25 The Governjor shall thereupon appoint a mjanager, who shall
carry on the businefss of the company, and for that jpurpose shall have
the powers of the jcompany and of its directors and| manager.
The manage|r so appointed shall keep accounts of all moneys
expended and receilved by him in carrying on such [business, and shall
30 from time to time [pay over to a person appointed |in that behalf by
the directors of thef company the profits of such bufsiness as appearing
from such accountis.
The Governjor shall, when he thinks fit, rcjmove the manager
and cause the comfpany to be placed in possession of its property and
35 business, and all mfatters of account to he adjustefl with and all just
payments to be malde to the company.

General and supplemental.

26: 24, Any-Schedule-to-this-Aet On resolutiors being passed by Amendment of
both Houses of Parliament authorizing the same, any Schedule to Schedules.
40 this Ac: except Schedule One may be revoked, amended or added to,
or a new Schednle in lieu thereof may be framed by the Governor,
on—resolutions-heing—passed-hy-both-Houses-of—Parliament—anthorvising—the
same; and any Schedule so amended or added to, or any such new
Schedule, shall be a Schedule to this Act. 27
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27: 25, The Governor may make regulations for carrying out the Regulations.
provisions of this Act, and may in such regulations impose a penalty
not exceeding fifty pounds for any contravention thereof. Such
regulations shall be published in the Gazette and laid before both
0 Houses of Parliament without delay.
28: 26. Any penalties under- this Act, or the regulations Penalties.
thereunder, may be imposed and recovered by or before a stipendiary
or police magistrate, or any two justices in petty sessions.
29. 27. (1) A gas company shall, upon being required so to do Cost of pipes to be

10 by the owner or occupier of any premises situate within twenty-five g‘f}%?;’i‘]lyl?ngﬁvner
vards from any main of such company, give and continue to give a of premises.
supply of gas for such premises, and furnish and lay any pipe that
may be necessary for such purpose: Provided that the cost of so much
of any pipe for the supply of gas to any owner or occupier as may be

15 laid upon the prozerty of such owner, or in the possession of such
occupier, and of so much of any such pipe as may be laid for a
greatcr distance th:n thirty feet from any pipe of the company
although not on cuch property, shall be defrayed by such owner or
oceupicr.

20) (2) Every owner or occupier of premises requiring a Thisty Sixty
supply of gas shall serve a notice upon the Gas Company at the office, days’ notice
specifying the premises in respeet of which such supply is required, rgquir%:gesupply of
and the day, not being carlier than thity sixty days, upon which the 8
supply is required to commence, and shall, if required by such company

25 so to do, enter into a written contract with such company to continue to
receive and pay for a supply of gas for a period of at least twelve months
thereafter, and give to the company, if required by it to do so, security
for the payment to them of all moneys which may become due to them
by such owner or occupier in respect of such supply of gas as may be

30 registered by meter, and of any pipe to be laid upon the property of
such owner or in the possession of such occupier.

Whenever the company wilfully neglects or refuses to give a
- supply of gas to any owner or occupier of such premises, under such
pressure as is prescribed, they it shall be liable to a penalty not
35 exceeding forty shillings for each day during which such default
continues.
28. In addition to the price charged by any company for gas charge for hire of
supplied by it, such company may charge for the hire of any prepay- Prepayment meter.
ment meter and fit‘ings to be used therewith a price calculated at a
10 rate not exceeding one shilling per thousand cubic feet of gas supplied,
such price to include the hire of one meter and the fittings used
therewith.
The said price shall include the providing, letting, fixing,
repairing, and maintenance of the meter and fittings, and the cost of
15 collection, inspection, and any other cost incurred by the company in
connection with the meter and fittings. 29.
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29. Any gas company including any or all of the companies
specified in Schedule One hereto may at any time after the passing o

14

Power given

£ companies to raise
additional capital,

this Act and notwithstanding the provisions of any Act constituting borrow money, and

the same—

5 (a) raise such additional capital as may be necessary by the
creation and issue of ordinary shares or stock or preference
shares or stock or wholly or partially by one or more of those
modes respectively ;

(b) raise or borrow money or secure the payment or repayment
10 of such money in such manner and upon such terms and
conditions in all respects as the said company in general
meeting or the directors may prescribe. Any security given
in respect of any such sum or sums shall unless otherwise
provided by the articles of association (if any) of such
15 company be under the hands of any two of the directors
and the secretary for the time being of the company and shall
be in such form and shall contain such provisions as the
directors may decide ;
(c) consolidate and divide all or any of the share capital of the
20 said company into shares of larger amount than the existing
shares of the company and subdivide the existing shares of
the company or any of them into shares of smaller amount
so however that in the subdivision the proportion between
the amount paid and the amount, if any, unpaid on each
25 reduced share shall be the same as it was in the case of the
share from which the reduced share is derived.

SCHEDULES.
SCHEDULE ONE.
30 Gas companies to which this Act applies.
Standard price of gas
Company. per 1,000 cubic feet.
gl hdl
Australian Gaslight Company 3 36
North Shore Gas Company, Limited ... 3 36
39 The City of Newcastle Gas and Coke Company, Limited 3 38

SCHEDULE TWO.

Standard of purity.
Such gas shall contain—
No hydrogen sulphide.
40 Ammonia-(not-more-than-24-crains-per-100-cubicfeet):

SCHEDULE

consolidate, and

divide share capital.



Act No, , 1912.

Gas.

SCHEDULE THREE.
Testing of illuminating power.

1. The apparatus for testing the illuminating power of the gas shall consist of the

improved form of Bunsen’s photometer, known as Letheby’s open 60-inch photometer, or
5 Bvan’s enclosed 100-inch photometer, together with a proper meter, minute clock,
governor, pressure gauge, and balance.

The burner to be used for testing the gas shall be such-as-shall-be-preseribed: the
Metropolitan Argand Burner No. 2.

The candles used for testing the gas shall be sperm candles of six to the pound,

10 and two candles shall be used together.

Provided that gas companies, other than those named in Schedule One,
may use Lowe’s Jet Photometer for ascertaining the illuminating power of the
gas in standard candles, ;

2. The apparatus for testing the presence in the gas of sulphuretted hydrogen

15 ghall be a glass vessel containing a strip of bibulous paper moistened with a solution
of acetate of lead,containing sixty grains of crystallized acetate of Jead dissolved in one
fluid ounce of water.

SCHEDULE FOUR.
Method of testing.

20 1. Mode of testing for illuminating power.

The gas in the photometer is to be lighted at least fifteen minutes before the
testings begin, and it is to be kept continuously burning from the beginning to the end
of the tests.

Each testing shall include the ten observations of the photometer made at

95 intervals of a minute. The consumption of the gas is to be carefully adjusted to five
cubic feet per hour.

The candles are to be lighted at least ten minutes before beginning each testing
so as to arrive at their normal rate of burning which is shown when the wick is slightly
bent and the tip glowing. The standard rate of consumption for the candles shall be

30 one hundred and twenty grains each per hour. Before and after making each set of ten
observations of the photometer, the gas examiner shall weigh the candles, and if the
combustion shall have been more or less per candle than one hundred and twenty grains
per hour, he shall make and record the calculations requisite to neutralise the effects
of the difference. The average of each set of ten.observations is to be taken as

35 representing the illuminating powers of that testing.

2. Mode of testing for sulphuretted hydrogen.

The gas shall be passed through the glass vessel comprising containing the strip
of bibulous paper moistened with the solution of acetate of lead for a period of three
minutes, cr such longer period as may be prescribed, and if any discolouration of the

40 test paper is found to have taken place, this is to be held conclusive as to the presence of
sulphuretted hydrogen in the gas.

SCHEDULE

15
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SCHEDULE FIVE.
FORM OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS.
The Gas Company.
Year ended 31st December, 19
A.—STATEMENT 0F SHARE CAPITAL.
On the 31st December, 19
l l ; |
Dbt | Hiadiod | Hastisd |- Niosial e Ay | ; ¢
escription | Standar umber omina 110 [ mount Wil n
o Dividend | of Shares | Amount C‘L“SL}(} l}I,) ‘ ,Tt’ltal issued but not R({;{l‘f‘mmﬁ Total Anll.ounts
Capital. . Authorised. ’ issued. ‘ of Share. | DL Faate. P D: paid up. % e issud. Authorised.
I i
[ \ 1
| | |
| { | |
| |
| 3 | i
| | | |
} } | J
| |
‘ } |
|
B.—StATEMENT OF LoAN CAPITAL.
On 31lst December, 19
; | i | ;
1 % | o 4 o
(M(l)):s?‘rig)big;‘ﬁg qulixll)en- Rate per cent. of Interest. | To%latl ?Eglgzcgﬁﬂfred ‘:‘ Remaining to be Total Amounts
“ﬁe? St,ock, &c_)' ! . 19 1 Borrowed. | Authorised.

Total Share Capital paid up (See A.) ...
Do Loan do  borrowed (See B.)...

Total Capital received
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.

C.—CAPITAL AcCCOUNT.

For the year ended 31st December, 19

| Expendi-
ture to

3lst Dec., |
19

Total
to 3lst
December,
]

\
Expended
this
year.

Easad.
l. To expenditure to 3lst

December, 19 |
Since that date. ‘
|
1

2. To lands acquired,
cluding law charges

mn

. To New buildings, manu-
facturing plant, ma-
chincs, storage works and
other structures con-
neeted with manufacture

. To New and additional
mains and service pipes
(not beingin place of old
ones worn out) including
laying same, paving, and
other works connected
with distribution

f
|

i

. To New and additional
meters (not in place of|

. |

old ones worn out) in-|
cluding fixing ... .

fa.) Do

Stoves i

. To Costs

Special Act

|

|

Sl

of promoting|
L

|

\

|

|

7. To Special items, if any...

Total expenditure
I

2. By Ordinary Shares of
£

3. By Prefercnce Shares of

5. By Mortgages and Bonds

To balance of Capital Ac-
count ...

Certified
Receipts,
31st Dec.,

Received
during
year.

Total
Receipts
to 3lst

Dec., 19

L. By Ordinary Shares of
&£ cach ‘

each

£

each

. By Debenture Stock

. By Awount received in
anticipation of calls

see

3y Premium Capital

J & s d.
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.
D.—REVENUE AcCOUNT.
For the Year ended 31st December, 19

To Manufacture of Gas—

15 Coals, oil, &ec., including dues, car-|
riage, unloadmg, and all expenses of
depositing same on works ...
Purifying materials, water, and sun\
dries at works i ‘
Salaries of Enﬂmcel, and other
officers at works ... s
. Wages and gratuities e i
4 Repalrs and maintenance of works

and plant (including renewal of‘
retorts), machines, apparatus, toola,
materials, and labour o

o

Sl

Less old material sold ... i

To Distribution of Gas— ‘
6. Salaries and wages of officers, in-
cluding rental clerk%
Repair, maintenance, and renewal of|
mains and service pipes, including
materials, laying and paving, and
labour :
Repairing, renewing, “and ﬁxm(r and
refixing meters, stove% a.sﬁttlnﬂr%, &e.
To Public Lamps—
9. Lighting and repairing
To Rents, Rates, and Taxes—
10. Rents :
11. Rates and taxeb
To Management—
. Directors’ allowances
13. Salaries of secretary, a(,countant and
clerks, office-keepers, and messengers
. Collectors’ commission or salaries
. Stationery and printing :
. General establishment charges and
ineidentals .
Auditor
To La.w and Parliamentary Charges—-
18 Tiagsase s
19. Parhamentary Chargeq
To General Charges—
20. Depreciation Fund for works and
leasehold lands (if any).
21. To Bad Debts
To other items (if any)

i

8.

£s. d.

To Amount transferred to Speua.l Pur-
poses Fund (G), as authorised under
, section

£|

Balance carried to Profit and Loss‘
Account (E) ... £|

Total Expenditure...

£s.d.|

l

By Sale of Gas—

1. Private consumers at
cubic feet o
. Public lighting and undor contracts

per thousand

3. Rental of meters

By Sale of Residual Products—
Coke ... :
Breeze

Tar
Ammoniacal hquor

. Sulphate of ammonia

. Asphalt

. By rents

. By transfer fees :
By other items, if any

R

[

Total Receipts

ol

£s. d£ s d.
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.

Dr. E.—Prorrr axp Loss Accouxt (Ner REVENUE). Cr.

For the Year ended 31st December, 19

£ el St
1 To amount carried to Rescrve Fund 1. By balance of net profit brought from
Account (F) from profits of 19 35ee] last Account (31st December, 19 )...
2. To Interest on temporary loans, and | 2. By Amount drawn from Reserve Fund..
moneys received in anticipation of \ Less dividend paid for the half- year
valls .. s ended 31st December, 19
3. To Interest on Mmt"aﬂmq an(l Bonds |
‘ accrued to 31st Dec(mber‘ 19 R
4. To Dividend on Debenture stock to olst
December, 19 : \ 3. Balance brought from Revenue Account
5. To Halt-year’s div idend on st pleferen- | (D), being profit for year to December,
tial to 30th June, 19 ‘ 19 ‘o
6. To Half-year’s 2nd preferentml to 31st
December, 19
7. To Half-year ‘sdividendon ordmary shares
at per cent.
To balance of net profit to be carried to 4. Interest on moneys deposited
next account, subject to half-year’s
dividend to 31st December, 19
£ £
F.—ReservE Fuxp Accouxr.
For the year ended 31st December, 19
£ gk £ 8 d
1. Amount (if any) carried to Profit and 1. By balance brought forward from last
Loss Account (E) to make up deficen- Account
ciesof dividendsto31st December, 19 2. By balance broucrht from Profit and Loss
2. Amount paid for extraordinary claim or Account (E) .
demand (if any) 3. By interest on amounts invested
3. Amount of balance to be carrxed to next
account
£ £




@ Act No. -;71912. 20

Gas.

SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.
G.—SPECIAL Purproses Fuxp AcCCOUNT.

For the year ended 31st December, 19

s L sl
1. To Expenses incurred by reason of acci- | 0 Bv Balance brought from last Account.,
dents, or circumstances which due 2. By Amount appropriated from Rev enue\
care and management could not have |’ i Account (D) under section of |
prevented or by reason of strikes :— Act . )
To Accident 3. By Interest on Amounts inv ested
To Strikes 5 ‘ \
flo Other items (if d.llY) 5
. To Expenses incurred in the replacemcnt ‘ ;
or removal of plant or works, other J \
than expenses requisite for mainten- [
ance and renewal of plant and works...
To Replacement of plant
To Removal of plant
To Other items (if any) ..
3. To Amount of Balance to be carried to
next Account ...
£ ‘ . £

Like Accounts must be given for Depreciation Fund for Works and Leaseholds (if any).

H.—StaTEMENT OF CoOALS.

During the year ended 31st December, 19

In Store, Rereived ‘ Carbonised or In Store
Sl . e C -] o .
Description of Coal. 3lst Il)gcunber, during year. | use;g};lmg 3lst ll)gecembex,

Tons. Tons. | Tons.
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continue 4.

I.—StATEMENT OF RESIDUAL Proprers.

For the year ended 31st December, 19

(

[ -

In Store, . Used in [ In Store,
Demicints & 31st December, | Made during manufacturing Sold during | 31st December,
escription of Residual. 19 . year. during year. year. 19
Estimated. t Estimated. Estimated. Estimated.
Coke { ! !
Breeze e ' ’
Tar, Gallons J
Ammoniacal liquor ’ J
Sulphate of ammonia l
Asphalt . ’ /
J.—GENERAL BALANCE-SHEET.,
Dr On 31st December, 19 Cr.
1. To Capital Account— £ s d ( 1. By Cash at bankers & mde
Balance at credit thereof (Account C) 2. By Cash on deposit at interest .
2. To Profit and Loss Account— ,’ 3. By Coals for stock on hand, 31st De-
Balance at credit thereof (Account E) ‘ cember, 19 :
. To Reserve Fund— ' 4. By Coke and breeze ...
Balance at credit thereof (Account F) ' 5. By Tar and other products
4. To Special Purposes Fund— 6. By Sundry stores y
Balance at credit thereof (Account G) 7. By Accounts due to the Com-
5. To Depreciation Fund (for works and pany ; balance of this
Leasehold Lands)— i accouut due to the Com-
Balance at credit thereof (Account ) 5 pany on 31st December,
6. To Unpaid dividends & ‘ 19 , less deposits and
7. To Interest accrued and unpznd on mort- J pnep‘myments
gages, bonds, and debenture stock, and | 8. By Coke and other residual..
other loans to 31st December, 1Y 9. By Sundry accounts

To Sundry tradesmen and others, for
amounts due for Coals, Stores, &c., to
31st December, 19 -

9. To Wages and contingencies, amounts due

to 3lst December, 19

To Other items, if any

3.

By Special items (if a,ny)
| vestments ..,

including in-

———— o S—
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.

Dr. BALANCE-SHEET OF THE COMPANY MADE UP TO 19
l CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES. PROPERTY AND ASSETS.
Showing— (£ s d.[£s.d. Showing— £ s d|£s.d.
1. Capital. | 1. The number of shares é Property | Tmmovable property, distinguish-
2. The amount paid per share...i held by the ing— 1
3. If any arrears of calls, the Company. | (a) Freehold land ... G
nature of the arrears, and the (b) 5 buildings
names of the defaulters ‘ (¢) Leasehold :
4. The particulars of any for- Movable property, dlstm"msh
feited shares.. o ‘ ing— |
2. Debtsand| 5. The amounts of loans on mort— ’ (d) Stock-in-trade
hablhtles‘ . gages or debenture bonds. \ (e) Plant . 1
of the 5 6. The amount of debts owing by [ The cost to be stated w1th‘
Company the Company distinguishing | deduction fordetenoratxon
‘ (@) Debts for which accep- ‘ in value as charged to the,
| tances have been ‘ Reserve Fund or Profit
v given 1 and Loss. ‘
(0) Debts to tradesmen for ‘
Supplies of Stock-in- Debtsowing Debts considered good, for \Vllth
‘ trade or other articles. to the the Company holds bills or‘
(c) Debts for Law Ex—v Company other securities ..
( penses | Debts considered good, for \\luch‘
‘ (d) Debts for Interest on the Company bolds no se|
i debentures or other, 1 curity o
‘ loans | Debts considered doubtful and
‘ (¢) Unclaimed dividends. . = V bad ...
(f) Not enumerated above.| (Any debtdue from (Ldneutor
Reserve | The amount set aside from | or other officer of the Com-
Fund. profits pany to be separately]

Special Pur-

poses Fund.|

Deprecia-

tion Fund. |

Profit and
Loss.

Contingent |

Liabilities.

The amount 'Lp.i).ropnated from
Revenue under  Clause of’
Act, for the purposes defined

therem

profits

ment of dividends, &ec.

acknowledwed as debts

is contingently liable

| The amount set aside from
The disposable ‘balance for pa.) 1
Claims against the Company not

Moneys for which the Compan§

£|

|
|

stated.)
iCash  and The nature of Investment and
Invest- | rate of Interest ‘
ments. | The amount of Cash, where
lodged, and if bearing in-

terest.

iz 3d?

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government I'rinter. —1912.
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This PusLic BILL originated n the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, and, having this day
Dassed, 1s mow ready for presentation fo the LEciSLATIVE COUNCIL for its concurrence.

Legislative Assembly Chamber, ) RICHD. A. ARNOLD,
Sydney, 19 September, 1912, A1 § Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

The Lecisuarive CouNciL Las this day agreed to this Bill with Amendments.

Legislative Council Chamber,
Sydney, October, 1912.

Pelu Soutlhy Wales,

Clerk of the Parliaments.

ANNO TERTI

GEORGII V REGIS.
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Act No. , 1912

An Act to prescribe standards of illuminating power, purity,
and pressure for gas; to regulate tl:c price of gas; to
regulate . companies, corporations, firms, and persons
supplying gas, and particularly with regard to dividends,
reserves, funds, accounts, and the issue of shares; and for
purposes consequent thereon or incidental thereto.

E it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative

Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the
anthority of the same as follows : —

Preliminary.

1. This Act may be cited as the “ Gas Act, 1912,” and except Short title.
as to sections fifteen, twenty, and twenty-nine shall come into force
on the first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and thirteen, and
sections fifteen and twenty-nine shall come into force on the passing

10 of the Act, and section twenty on the first day of January, one

thousand nine hundred and thirteen.
31157 70‘_A. 2 .

Nore.—The words to be omitted are ruled through ; those to be inserted arve printed in black letter.
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2. In this Act unless the context requires another meaning,— Definitions.
“ Gas company ”’ means any company, corporation, firm, or person
supplying any gas for lighting, heating, motive power, or
other purpose, and disposing of the same for profit, but-dees
not-inelade and includes a local authority.
“ @asworks ” means works of a gas company, and the works
connected therewith.
“ Local authority ”” means council of a municipality or shire.
“Qriginal capital ’ means—all--moneys—subseribed—by—the—share-
10 holders oft a gas company as share capita]l in such company
priortothje passing of this Act, but does nojt include premium,
eapital;-or-reserves; means all moneys paid or to be paid, or
credited or to be credited as paid, by the shareholders of a
gas company in respect of fully or partially paid up shares
15 in such company issued prior to the passing of this Act, or
under the provisions of section fifteen thereof, but save as
aforesaid does not include premium capital or reserves
created after the passing of this Act.

ot

Application of Act.

20 3. This Act applies to all gas companies which do at the Application of Act,
commencement of this Act, or may at any time thereafter, supply gas : Schedule One.
Provided that clauses fifteen to twenty-ene twenty inclusive shall not
apply to any company until it has been included in Schedule One to
this Act, or any addition to that Schedule.

25 Testing of gas.
4. (1) The quality of the gas supplied by a gas company numinating power
sﬁa,ll with respect to its illuminating power, be such as to produce at and purity of gas.
a testmo-place provided in confor mltv with this Act, when burned at Sehedule Two.
the rate of five cubic feet per hour, a light equal in intensity to the
30 light produced by #ifteer fourteen sperm candles of six to the pound, each
consuming one hundred and twenty grains of sperm per hour, and in
making the test, two candles shall be used together.
buch gas with respect to its hcatmg power shall be not less
than five-hundred British thermal units.
35 Such gas shall, as to its purity, not exhibit any trace of
sulphuretted hydrogen, when tested in accordance with this Act, and
the standard of purity shall be as prescribed in Schedule Two hereto,
which may be amended from time to time by proclamation in the
Government Gazette :
40 (2) The apparatus to be used for testing, and the method Schedule Three.
of testing the illuminating power of the gas, and the presence of
sulphuretted hydrogen in the gas, shall be as prcscribed in Schedule
Three to this Act.
(3)
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(3) A gas company shall provide testing-places;-at-places
approved-by-the_Minister; a testing place at each of its manufacturing
stations, and all the apparatus required by this Act, for the testing
of its gas, and shall at all times keep the same in proper order and

5 repair.

(4) The method of testing shall be as preseribed by schedule Four.
Schedule Four to this Act, which may be amended from time to time
by proclamation in the Government Gazette :
Provided that if any gas company affected by any amendment
10 of Schedule Two or Four signifies its disapproval of such amendment
by notice in writing to the Minister within fourteen days of the
proclamation in the Gazette of such amendment, the same shall not
take effect unless or until a district court judge appointed for the
purpose shall have held a public inquiry, and allowed such amendment:
15 Provided that due notice shall be given of the holding of such inquiry
to the Minister and to the gas companies affected who may be repre-
sented thereat.
5. If on any day the gas supplied by any gas company at any Penalty for defect in
testing-place is of less illuminating power than as above prescribed, the !!!minatieg power.
20 company shall be liable to penalties as follows :—
For the first half of a candle of defective power, not exceeding
forty shillings.
For the first and every subsequent candle of defective power, not
less than twenty-five pounds and not exceeding one hundred
25 pounds :
Provided that where one penalty is imposed in respect of
defective illuminating power in the gas supplied by the company at one
testing-place on any day, no further penalty may be imposed in respect
of defective illuminating power in the gas supplied by the company
30 at any other testing-place on the same day :
Provided also that the average of the testings made at such
testing-place on that day and on the preceding and on the following
day shall be deemed to represent the illuminating power of such gas
on such day at such testing-place.

35 6. If on any day the gas supplied by a gas company at any Penalty for defect
testing-place is of less purity than it ought to be, the company shall ' purity. .
be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds for each occasion on
which it is so in default :

Provided that where one penalty is imposed in respect of excess

40 of impurity in the gas supplied by the company at one testing-place
on any day, no further penalty may be imposed in respect of excess
impurity in the gas as supplied by the company at any other testing-
place on the same day :

Provided also that the average of the testings made at such

45 testing-place on that day, and on the preceding and on the following
day shall be deemed to represent the purity of such gas on such day
at such testing-place. Pressure
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Pressure of gas.

7. (1) Unless a gas company shall be prevented by accident pressure of gas.
or by the necessity of temporarily opening or otherwise temporarily
disturbing its mains in the locality for the purpose of effecting repairs
5 to or making connections with such mains, all gas supplied by a gas
company to any consumer of gas shall, e&eept—m—eaae-eﬁaeetdeﬂ#— be
supplied at such pressure as to balance from midnight to sunset a
column of water not less than six-tenths of an inch in height, and to
balance from sunset to midnight a column of water not less than one

10inch in height at the main or as near as may be to the junction
therewith of the service pipe supplying the consumer.

(2) Any gas examiner may at a testing-place, or at any
public Jamp, as and when he thinks fit, test the pressure at which the
gas is supplied. The gas company shall afford to the examiner all

15 rcasonable facilities for making the test.

For the purpose of the test the examiner shall connect a self-
© registering pressure gauge to the lamp-cock by a flexible or other
* suitable pipe, which shall’ be g gas-tight, and such pressure gauge shall

be as nearly as practicable at the same level, as the lamp- _cock.

20 8. No meter shall he used-e issued for use by a gas company Testing of meters.
until it has been first tested and stamped by a Government examiner
in accordance with the regulations published in pursuance of this Act.

9. The Governor may cause to be published in the Govern- Regulations.
ment Gazette regulations providing for the testing, stamping, and

25 examination of meters, the 1ew1strat10n by and 1eﬂ'ulat10n of meters,
and any matters incidental thereto.

10. If at any time during any period between midnight and Penalty for defest
sunset, or during any period between sunset and midnight, the o Gl e
supphcl by a gas company is supplied at a pressure less than that

30 above- plcsuxbcd the company shall in cach case be liable to a penalty
not exceeding ten pounds :

Provided that where a penalty is imposed in respect of
insufficiency of pressure in the gas supplied by the company during
any period of twenty-four hours, no further penalty may be 1mposul

35 1n respeet of insufliciency of pressure in the gas supplied by the
company durmﬂ' the same period.

Saving as to penallies.

11. No penalty shall be incurred by a gas company for defect saving as to
of illuminating power, excess of Impurity in the g gas supplied by such penalties.
40 company, or 1nsuﬂiuencv of pressure, in any case in respect of which
it is proved that such defect or excess or insufliciency was produced by
any circumstance beyond the control of the company: Previded-that
the—want-ofsuflicient-funds-shall-not—be—held--to-be-a-eirewmstanee-hevond
the-eontrol-ot-the-eompuny- Gas
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Gas examiners.
12. The Governor mav appoint competent and impartial Appointment of
b LX{LS examiners, illlll

persons to be gas examiners.
Such examiners may at any reasonable hours, upon giving one
b day’s notice to the gas company, test the illuminating power, purity,
and pressure of the gas supplied by any gas company, and for that
purpose may enter any land or premises of any such company.
Such company may, if it thinks fit, on each occasion of
such testing, be represented by some person appointed by it, but such
10 person shall not interfere in the testing.

Any such tests shall be made in accordance with the provisions
of this Act.

13. A gas examiner shall, on the day immediately following Report of testing.
that on which the testing has been conducted, make and deliver a t
15 report to be filed in the office of the Minister of the results of his

testing, and deliver a copy of such report to the gas company.

14. A gas company and its officers and servants shall give to Faciities to be
a gas examiner and to his assistants access to the testing-place, and ferded gas
shall attend afford all facilities for the proper execution of this Act.
20 If any such company or any such officer or servant fails to
comply with the provisions of this section, it or he shall be liable to a
penalty not exceeding ten pounds.

testing by them.

Standard rate of dividend.

15, Except as by this Act provided, the profits of any 2as Standard rate of
25 company to be divided among the holders of its share capifal or dvidend.
stock in any year shall not exceed the following rate (which is in this
Act referred to as the standard rate of dividend), that is to say, on
the original capital of the company at the rate of ten pounds in
respect of every one hundred pounds actually paid up of such capital,
30and on the additional capital to be raised after the passing of this
Act the rate of seven pounds in respect of every one hundred
pounds actually paid up of such capital as shall he issued as ordinary
capital and the rate of five pounds in respect of every one hundred
pounds actually paid up of such capital as shall be issued as
30 preference capital.
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any
memorandum or articles of association, rules or deed of settlement or
in this or any other Act, the following provisions shall have effect :—

(1) The companies specified in Schedule One hereto are hereby

40 authorised and empowered within six months from the
passing of this Act by resolution of the shareholders in

general
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general meeting to capitalise the whole or any part of their
reserves and premium capital, and may for that purpose—
(a) distribute the whole or any portion of such reserves
and premium capital in the form of fully paid shares
b amongst the shareholders in proportion to the shares
held by them respectively; and
(b) create and issue as fully paid amongst its shareholders
in the like proportion, new shares to the nominal
value of the reserves and premium capital to be

10 distributed.

(2) Any other gas company may in like manner capitalise the
whole of its reserves and premium capital within six
months from the date of its inclusion in Schedule One
hereto.

15 (8) All shares created and issued under the provisions of this
section shall be deemed to be * original capital” for the
purposes of this Act:

Provided nevertheless that the amount of premium -capital
and reserves which may be so capitalised by the Australian Gaslight

20 Company shall not exceed the sum of four hundred and twenty-five

thousand pounds.
Special purposes fund.
16. (1) The directors of a gas company may, if they think fit, Special purposes
in any year appropriate out of the revenue of the company, as part of ™
25 the expenditure on revenue account, any sum not exceeding an amount
equal to ene two per centum of the paid-up capital of the company,
exelusive inclusive of premiums, to a fund to be called « the special-
purposes fund.”
(2) The special purposes fund shall be applicable only Application of the
30 to meet such charges as are certified to by a ehartered public ™"
accountant ex-inecorporated-aceountant being the auditor of the company,
and—by—-sueh—person—as—may—be—appointed—for—that—purpose-—by—the
Minister; or at the option of the Minister by such public accountant
as may be appointed for that purpose by the Auditor-General, as

35 being—

(a) expenses incurred by reason of accidents, strikes; or circum-
stances which due care and management could not have
prevented or; by reason of strikes ; or

(b) expenses incurred in the replacement or removal of plant or

40 works, other than expenses requisite for maintenance and
renewal of plant and works, and for contributions towards a
superannuation fund for employees.

(3) The maximum amount standing to the credit of the Maximum amount of
special purposes fund shall not at any time exceed an amount equal o
45 to one-tenth part of the paid-up capital of the company exehasiv
inclusive of premiums. (4)
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(4) The moneys forming the special purposes fund, or any Investment of fund.
portion thereof, may be invested in securities in which directors of the
company are authorised by law to invest, or may be applied for the
general purposes of the company to which capital is properly
5 applicable, or may be used partly in one way or partly in the other.
(5) Resort may from time to time be had to the special Savings.
purposes fund, notwithstanding that the sum standing to the credit of
the fund is, for the time being, less than the maximum allowed by
this section.
10 Reserve fund.

17. When in any year the rate of dividend that may be paid Reserve fund.
on the ordinary share capital or stock of a gas company exceeds the
standard rate, by reason of the price charged by the company for gas
in such year being below the standard price as provided in section

15 twenty-eone twenty, then, out of the amount of the divisible profits of
the company applicable to the payment of such excess of dividends,
the directors of the company may in such year set apart such sum as
they think fit by way of a reserve fund.

The total amount paid in any year by way of such excess

20 dividend and the amount so set apart in such year to the reserve fund
shall not when taken together exceed the total amount permitted to
be paid by way of excess dividend under section twenty-ene twenty.

‘When the ajmount at credit of the reserve funjd equals or exceeds
ten per centum of |the paid-up capital of the compafny no sum shall be

25 set apart under thils section for such fund until thje amount at credit
of the fund falls bellow such ten per centum.

All sums (if any) so set apart and—any—reserve—or—other—fund—of
a—sthHe—eharpetcr—oi—the—compriy —exi-tno—at—he—commencement—of
this—Aet may be invested in Government or other securities not

30 connected with the business of the company, and the dividends and
interest arising from such securities may also be invested in the same
or the like securities in order that the same may accumulate at
compound interest.

The fund so formed shall be called * the reserve fund.” It

35 shall be applicable as—hereinafter—provided; to the payment of dividend
in any year in which the clear profits of the company are insufficient
to enable the company in such year to pay the standard authorised
rate, and for no other purpose.

Save as by this section specially provided, no sum shall in any

40 year be carried by the company to any reserve fund:

18. Ifin fany one year the profits of thej company divisible Paymjentof =
amongst the sharefholders do not amount to the stajndard rate, such a r;;;rﬁ'; (i i
sum may be taken| from the reserve fund as with tlhe actual divisible
profits of such yeafr will enable the company to pajy a dividend of the

45 amount aforesaid, Jand so from time to time as ofjten as the occasion

Ferpttbes - Divisible




Act No. , 1912.

Gas.

Divisible profits account.

19: 18. If the clear profits of the company in any year Divisible profits

after providing for all expenses properly chargeable to revenue,
amount to a larger sum than is sufficient to pay the authorised
b dividend on the share capital of the company, the excess shall be
placed to the credjit of an account to be called |the divisible profits
account ; and not fmore than twenty per centum off the amount placed
to the credit off such account in any year |may be retained
and carried forwarld to the credit of the divisible| profits account of
10 the following yeair, and the remainder, being nolt less than eighty
per centum, shalll be applied to the reduction| of the price of
gas and the paymejnt of a dividend as provided in [section twenty-one
carried to the credit of the divisible profits of such company for the
next following year: Provided that the sum standing to the credit of
16 such divisible profits shall not at any time exceed the amount required
to pay one year’s dividend at the standard rate.

Distribution of profits.

26: 19. The profits of the company shall not be utilised in any Distribution of
other way than to provide for a special purposes fund, a reserve fund, i

20 and a divisible profits account as hereinbefore provided, and for the
purposes mentioned in section twenty-one twenty. Any company paying
moneys {rom profits into any other account shall be liable on conviction
to a penalty of one hundred pounds, and a further penalty of fifty
pounds for every day on which, after such conviction, such moneys

25 are retained in any such account.

Sliding scale.

21. 20. Notwithstanding anything contained in any Aect or any Standard price of

memorandum or articles of association, the standard price to be charged &
by a gas company for gas supplied by it to private consumers by meter

30 shall be at the rate set out in Schedule One hereto : Schedule One.

Provided that if at any time after the first day of January, one
thousand nine hundred and thirteen, the cost of production of gas is
increased by reason of any alteration in labour conditions, including
wages, by any award or industrial agreement made under the Industrial

ap Arbitration Act, 1912, or any Act amending the same, and in
the cost of coal, or by reason of either of those causes, the gas
company, whose cost of production is so increased, shall be entitled to
have the standard price of its gas increased by proclamation in
manner hereinafter provided by one penny per thousand cubic feet

40 for every penny by which the cost of producing one thousand cubic
feet of gas is increased as aforesaid.

Upon the auditor of any gas company certifying to the Minister
that the cost of production of the gas of such company has been

increased
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increased by the reasons as aforesaid, or either of them, to the extent
of at least one penny per thousand cubic feet, the Minister shall, with
all reasonable despatch, cause an inquiry, at which the Minister and
the gas company may be represented, to be held by a Supreme or
b District Court Judge, and if such judge shall certify that the cost of
production has been so increased, the Governor shall forthwith, by procla-
mation in the Government Gazette, increase the standard price by one
penny per thousand cubic feet in respect of every penny by which the
said judge shall certify that the cost of production per thousand cubic
10 feet of gas has been increased ; and, further, provided that where the
standard price has been increased as aforesaid with respect to any gas
company, the Minister may at any time, and from time to time, cause
a {further inquiry to be held in the manner as aforesaid, and if such
judge shall certify that the cost of production has been decreased by
15 reason of an alteration in labour conditions, including wages by any
award or industrial agreement made under the Industrial Arbitration
Act, 1912, or any Act smending the same, and in the cost
of coal, or by reason of either of those causes, the Governor shall
forthwith, by proclamation in the Government Gazette, decrease the
20 standard price in respect of the said company by one penny per
thousand cubic feet for every penny by which the said judge shall
certify that the cost of production per thousand cubic feet of gas has
been decreased ; but so that such decrease shall at no time reduce the
standard price in respect of such company below that stated in
25 Schedule One. No proclamation under either of the above provisoes
shall be made with respect to any company within six months after
the date of the last of such proclamations affecting such company :
Provided that the company shall reduce the price so charged
by them for gas, below the standard price, in proportion to any
gp increase beyond the standard rate in the dividend payable by the
company on the paid-up capital of the company, as follows :—

In respect of any year during the whole of which the price
charged by the company has been one penny or more below
the standard price, the dividend payable by the company

35 may, in respect of each penny by which the standard price
has been reduced, be increased above the standard rates of
dividend by five shillings on every one hundred pounds of
paid-up capital, and so in proportion for any fraction of one
hundred pounds.

40 Where a reduction in the price of gas is made by the company for
six months only of any year, the dividend payable by the
company for such year may, in respect of each penny of such
reduction, be increased by two shillings and sixpence on every
one hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in proportion

45 for any fraction of one hundred pounds. And in respect of
any year during the whole of which the price charged by the
company has been one penny or part of a penny above the

standard
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standard price, the dividend payable by the company shall,

10

in respect of each penny or part of a penny by which the

standard price has been exceeded, be reduced below the
standard rate of dividend by five shillings on every one
hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in proportion for
any fraction of one hundred pounds.

Where any increase in the price of gas is charged by the company
for six months only of any year,.the dividend payable by
such company for such year shall, in respect of each penny

10 of such increase, be reduced by two shillings and sixpence

on every one hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in
proportion for any fraction of one hundred pounds.

(o} §

Issue of additional shares.

22: 21. Notwithstanding the provisions of any Act, or of any

15 memorandum, or article of association relating to a gas company, the

issue after the commencement of this Act of any shares in such
company shall be subject to the following provisions :—

(a) All shares so to be issued shall be offered for sale by publie
auction or tender.

20 (b) Notice of the intended sale shall be given to the Minister at
least twenty-eight days before the day of auction e or the last
day for the reception of tenders, as the case may be, and shall
also be advertised once in each of two consecutive weeks in
one or more daily newspapers published in Sydney.

25 (c) A reserve price shall be fixed, and notice thereof shall be sent
by the company in a sealed letter, to be received hy the
Minister not less than twenty-four hours before, but not to
be opened until after the day of auction, or after the last day
for the receipt of tenders, as the case may be.

30 (d) No lot offered for sale shall comprise shares of greater nominal
value than one hundred pounds.

(e) In the case of a sale by tender no preference shall be given
to one of two or more persons tendering the same sum. In
the case of a sale by auction a bid shall not be recognised

35 unless it is in advance of the last preceding bid.

(f) It shall be one of the conditions of sale that the total sum
payable by the purchaser shall be paid to the company
on a day to be fixed by the company being within three
months after the date of the auction or of the acceptance of

40 the tender, as the case may be.

Issue of additional
shares.

(2) Any shares or stock which have been so offered for sale and »

are not sold may be offered at the reserve price to the holders
of ordinary and preference shares or stock of the company,

and to the employees of the company, and to the consumers
of
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of gas supplied by the company, in such proportions as the
company may think fit, or to one or more of these classes of
persons only: Provided, in the case of an offer to holders of
shares or stock, that if the aggregate amount of shares or

5 stock applied for exceeds the aggregate amount so offered as
aforesaid, the same shall be allotted to and distributed
amongst the applicants as nearly as may be in proportion to
the amounts applied for by them respectively.

(h) Any shares or stock which may have been offered for sale

10 in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section,
and are not sold, shall be again offered for sale by public
auction or by tender in accordance with the provisions of
this section; and any such shares or stock then remaining
unsold may be otherwise disposed of at such price and in

15 such manner as the directors of the company may determine
for the purpose of realising the best price obtainable.

(i) As soon as possible after the conclusion of the sale or sales
the company shall send a report thereof to the Minister,
stating the total amount of the respective shares or stock

20 sold, the total amount obtained as premium (if any), and
the highest and lowest prices obtained for the respective
shares or stock.

(j) The amount of premium shall be placed to the special
purpose fund and shall in all cases be treated as non-

25 dividend bearing.

Accounts and audit. ey iff

23. 22, Every gas company shall cause to be filled up and Annual statement
forwarded to the Minister, on or before the thirty-first day of March 2o
in each year, an annual statement of accounts, made up to the thirty-

30 first day of December then next preceding, as near as may be in the
form, and containing the particulars specified in zegulatiens—under
this-Aet: Schedule Five hereto or as near thereto as circumstances
will permit.
The company shall keep copies of such annual statement at
. 35its office, and sell the same to any applicant at a price not exceeding ‘
one shilling for each copy.
If any such company makes default in complying with the
provisions of this section, it shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
two pounds for each day during which such default continues.

40 24- 23. (1) The Auditor-General, at the request of the Minister,
shall, and the Minister may on his own initiative, or at the request of
not less than twelve users of the gas of any gas company, cause the
Auditor-General to examine and audit, or cause any officer of the

public
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public service appointed by him in that behalf to examine and audit Examination and

the accounts of such gas company, and for the purposes of such audi

examine any books and documents relating to such accounts.
(2) If any person obstructs the Auditor-General, or any
Sofficer appointed by him, in the exercise of his powers or the

performance of his duties under this section, or without lawful cxcuse
refuses to produce any book, account, document, writing, paper, or

instrument in his possession or under his control, or to answer any
question asked by the Auditor-General or such officer for the purpose
10 of the exercise of such powers or performance of such duties, he shall
be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds,
and if any person, after conviction for any such offence, still refuses

to produce any such book, account, document, writing, paper, or

instrument, or to answer any such question, he shall be liable to a

16 further penalty not exceeding twenty pounds for cvery day during

which such default continues.

.
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26: 24, Any-Sehedule-to-this-Aet On resolutions being passed by Amendment of
both Houses of Parliament authorizing the same, any Schedule to Schedules.
40 this Ac: except Schedule One may be revoked, amended or added to,
or a new Schedule in lieu thereof may be framed by the Governor,
on—resolutions-heing—passed-hy-hoth-Houses-of—Parliament—authorising—the
sames and any Schedule so amended or added to, or any such new
Schedule, shall be a Schedule to this Act.

O
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27. 25. The Governor may make regulations for carrying out the Regulations.
- provisions of this Act, and may in such regulations impose a penalty
not exceeding fifty pounds for any contravention thereof. Such
regulations shall be published in the Gazette and laid before both
O Houses of Parliament without delay.

28. 26. Any penalties under this Act, or the regulations Penalties.
thereunder, may be imposed and recovered by or before a stipendiary
or police magistrate, or any two justices in petty sessions.

29. 27. (1) A gas company shall, upon being required so to do Cost of pipes to be

10 by the owner or oceupier of any premises situate w1th.m twentx-ﬁve %iﬁ%;‘;;%g po A
vards from any main of such company, give and continue to give a of premises.
supply of gas for such premises, and furnish and lay any pipe that
may be necessary for such purpose : Provided that the cost of so much
of any pipe for the supply of gas to any owner or occupier as may be

15 laid upon the property of such owner, or in the possession of such
occupier, and of so much of any such pipe as may be laid for a
greater distance then thirty feet from any pipe of the company
although not on such property, shall be defrayed by such owner or
oceupicr.

20) (2) Every owner or occupier of premises requiring a Thisty Sixty
supply of gas shall serve a notice upon the Gas Company at the office, days nouce
specifying the premises in respect of which such supply is required, requiring supply of
and the day, not being carlier than thizty sixty days, upon which the &
supply is required to commence, and shall, if required by such company

15 s0 to do, enter into a written contract with such company to continue to
receive and pay for a supply of gas for a period of at least twelve months
thereafter, and give to the company, if required by it to do so, security
for the payment to them of all moneys which may become due to them
by such owner or occupier in respect of such supply of gas as may be

30 registered by meter, and ¢f any pipe to be laid upon the property of
such owner or in the possession of such occupier.

Whenever the company wilfully neglects or refuses to give a
supply of gas to any owner or occupier of such premises, under such
pressure as is prescribed, they it shall be liable to a penalty not

35 exceeding forty shillings for each day during which such default
continues.

28. In addition to the price charged by any company for gas charge for hire ot
supplied by it, such company may charge for the hire of any prepay- Prepayment meter.
ment meter and fittings to be used therewith a price calculated at a

40 rate not exceeding one shilling per thousand cubic feet of gas supplied,
such price to include the hire of one meter and the fittings used
therewith.

The said price shall include the providing, letting, fixing,
repairing, and maintenance of the meter and fittings, and the cost of

45 collection, inspection, and any other cost incurred by the company in
connection with the meter and fittings, j 29.
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29. Any gas company including any or all of the compames Power. given
specified in Schedule One hereto may at any time after the passing of jaEpiniss to thise

this Act and notwithstanding the provisions of any Act constituting borrow money, and
the same— consolidate, and
divide share capital.

5] (a) raise such additional capital as may be necessary by the
creation and issue of ordinary shares or stock or preference
" shares or stock or wholly or partially by one or more of those
modes respectively ;
(b) raise or borrow money or secure the payment or repayment
10 of such money in such manner and upon such terms and
conditions in all respects as the said company in general
meeting or the directors may prescribe. Any security given
in respect of any such sum or sums shall unless otherwise
provided by the articles of association (if any) of such
15 company be under the hands of any two of the directors
and the secretary for the time being of the company and shall
be in such form and shall contain such provisions as the
directors may decide ;
(c) consolidate and divide all or any of the share capital of the
20 said company into shares of larger amount than the existing
shares of the company and subdivide the existing shares of
the company or any of them into shares of smaller amount
so however that in the subdivision the proportion between
the amount paid and the amount, if any, unpaid on each
25 reduced share shall be the same as it was in the case of the
share from which the reduced share is derived.

SCHEDULES.
SCHEDULE ONE.
30 G'as companies to which this Adct applies.
Standard price of gas -
Company. per 1,000 cubic feet.
bl i
Australian Gaslight Company .. 3 36
North Shore Gas Company, Limited ... 3 36
35 The City of Newcastle Gas and Coke Company, Limited 3 36

SCHEDULE TWO.

Standard of purity.
Such gas shall contain—
No hydrogen sulphide.
40 Ammonia-(not-more-than-2}-grains-per-100-eubic-feet). .

SCHEDULE
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SCHEDULE THREE.
Testing of illuminating power.

1. The apparatus for testing the illuminating power of the gas shall consist of the
improved form of Bunsen’s photometer, known as Letheby’s open 60-inch photometer, or
Evan’s enclosed 100-inch photometer, together with a proper meter, minute clock,
governor, pressure gauge, and balance.

The burner to be used for testing the gas shall be sueh-as-shall-be-preseribed: the
Metropolitan Argand Burner No. 2.

The candles used for testing the gas shall be sperm candles of six to the pound,
and two candles shall be used together.

Provided that gas companies, other than those named in Schedule One,
may use Lowe’s Jet Photometer for ascertaining the illuminating power of the
gas in standard candles.

2. The apparatus for testing the presence in the gas of sulphuretted hydrogen
shall be a glass vessel containing a strip of bibulous paper moistened with a solution
of acetate of lead,containing sixty grains of crystallized acetate of lead dissolved in one
fluid ounce of water.

SCHEDULE FOUR.
Method of testing.

1. Mode of testing for illuminating power.

The gas in the photometer is to be lighted at least fifteen minutes before the
testings begin, and it is to be kept continuously burning from the beginning to the end
of the tests.

Each testing shall include the ten observations of the photometer made at
intervals of a minute. The consumption of the gas is to be carefully adjusted to five
cubic feet per hour.

The candles are to be lighted at least ten minutes before beginning each testing
so as to arrive at their normal rate of burning which is shown when the wick is slightly
bent and the tip glowing. The standard rate of consumption for the candles shall be
one hundred and twenty grains each per hour. Before and after making each set of ten
observations of the photometer, the gas examiner shall weigh the candles, and if the
combustion shall have been more or less per candle than ore hundred and twenty grains
per hour, he shall make and record the calculations requisite to neutralise the effects
of the difference. The average of each set of ten observations is to be taken as

5 representing the illuminating powers of that testing.

2. Mode of testing for sulphuretted hydrogen.

The gas shall be passed through the glass vessel comprising containing the strip
of bibulous paper moistened with the solution of acetate of lead for a period of three
minutes, cr such longer period as may be prescribed, and if any discolouration of the
test paper is found to have taken place, this is to be held conclusive as to the presence of
sulphuretted hydrogen in the gas.

SCHEDULE
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SCHEDULE FIVE.

FORM OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS.

The Gas Company. |
Year ended 31st December, 19 X }
i
A.—STATEMENT OF SHARE CAPITAL. -
On the 31st December, 19 P
2 3 b 5 [ 6 8 9
Description | Standard Number ominal ; Amount el ’
of Dividend of Shares Amount C;llgg ub 'T.(()ltal issued but not tnin_"%l,mnﬁ T(Xal é\rr{ou(x;ts i
Capital. | Authorised. issued. of Share. ' P e PCaaD: paid up. P uihorised,
! |
’ i
|
: [ )
. ‘
| | |
l | \ r
1 \
‘ ‘ i
1 | ' |
B.—STATEMENT OF LoAN CAPITAL.
On 31st December, 19
1 2 3 4 5
Description of Loan Total amount Borrowed -
(Mortgage, Bond, Deben- Rate per cent. of Interest. at 318t December, Rcr}gaxnxng {,o be thalhArpoténts
ture, Stock, &c.). 1055 orrowed. uthorised.
. !
|
1
[
Total Share Capital paid up (See A.) ... £
Do Loan do  borrowed (See B.)... L

Total Capital received




SCHEDULE FIVE—-continued.

C.—CAPITAL ACCOUNT.

For the year ended 31st December, 19 .

l. To expenditure to 3lst
December, 19

Since that date.

2. To lands acquired, in-
cluding law charges

3. To New buildings, manu-
facturing plant, ma-
chines, storage works and
other structures con-
nected with manufacture

4. To New and additional
mains and service pipes
(not being in place of old
ones worn out) including
laying same, paving, and
other works connected
with distribution

h. To New and additional

meters (not in place off|
old ones worn out) in-

cluding fixing ...
o (a.) Do Stoves

6. To Costs of promoting
Special Act

7. To Special items, if any...

Total expenditure

To balance of Capital Ac-|

count ...

Expendi- {3 Total
3lture to i P“\I;fl]i];led to 3lst
st Dec., year December,
¥ 19

DS

< Sl d.l£ S. d.1£ 8. d

il

Lo

-3

By Ordinary Shares of
£

each

. By Ordinary Shares of
£

each

. By Preference Shares of

£ each

. By Debenture Stock

By Mortgages and Bonds

By Amount received in
anticipation of calls .

. By Premium Capital

Total ...

Certiﬁed Receive
Receipts, during
31st Dec., r
165 year.
£ s d|£ s
|

a | Total
Receipts
. to 3lst
‘Dec., 19

Al c8s.ds

70—B
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CHEDULE FIVE—continued.
D.—REVENUE ACCOUNT.
e Year ended 31st December, 19

To Manufacture of Gas—

i1 Coals, oil, &ec., including dues, car-|
riage, unloading, and all expenses of|
(lepoutmu same on works ...i

2. Purifying materials, water, and sun-|
dries at works

3. Salaries of Engineer, and Ot]l(ﬂ"
officers at works o

4. Wages and gratuities :

5. Lepzurs and maintenance of works

and plant (including venewal of
retorts), machines, apparatus, tools,|
materials, and lak)oul

Less old material sold

To Distribution of Gas—
6. Salaries and
cluding rental clerks
Repan maintenance, and renewal of
maios and service pipes, including
materials, laying and paving, and
labour
Repairing, xenewmg, and 11x111<r and
refixing meters, stoves, g‘l.shttln«rﬁ &e.
To Public Lcunps—
9. Lighting and repairing
To Rents, Rates, and Taxes—

10. Rents ;

11. Rates and taxes
To Management—

12. DlPPLt}OI‘a allowances :

13. Salaries of secretary, acbountant and
clerks, office-keepers, and messengers
Collectors’ commission or salaries
Stationery and printing ;
General establishment charges and

incidentals ...

17. Auditor
To Law and Parliamentary Cha.r(ves—

18. Law ... 2

19. thamentary Charges
To General Charges—

20. Depreciation Fund for works and

leasehold lands (if any).
To Bad Debts i
TO other items (if any)
To Amount transferred to bpeual Pur-
poses Fund (G), as authorised under
, section

72

8.

14.
15,
16.

£

Balance carried to Profit and Loss|
Account (E) ..

Total Expenditure...

wages of officers, in-|

| £5.d. £s. d.[By Sale of Gas—

‘ 1. Private consumers at
‘ cubic feet
| . Public lighting and “under contracts

per thousand

.| ‘ 3. Rental of meters

( | By Sale of Residual Products—
- Coke' . :

. Breeze

Tar

. Ammoniacal hquor

. Sulphate of ammonia

. Asphalt

3y rents

By transfer fees

By other items, if any

H_OQD%‘]?)O‘%

foat Pt

Total Receipts

|
_— |
l § i

| £s. d.£ s d
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.

Dr. E.—Prorir AND Loss Account (NEr REVENUE). Cr.

For the Year ended 31st December, 19

» Lltaid £ 8 d
1. To amount carried to Reserve Fund 1. By balance of net profit brought from
Account (F) from profits of 19 last Account (31st December, 19 )...
2. To Interest on temporary loans, and 2. By Amount drawn from Reserve Fund...
moneys received in anticipation of Less dividend paid for the half-year
» calls ' ... ended 31st December, 19
3. To Interest on \Iortrm(ves and Bonds
accrued to 31st Decunber 19 =
4. To Dividend on Debenture stock to 31€t
December, i, 3. Balance brought from Revenue Account
5. To Half-year’s dividend on st preferen— (D), being profit for year to December,
tial to 30th June, 19 19
6. To Half-year’s 2nd plefelentldl to 3lst
December, 19 s
7. To Half-year ‘sdividendon oxchnaryshares
at per cent.
To balance of net profit to be carried to 4. Interest on moneys deposited
next account, subject to half-year’s
dividend to 31st December, 19
£ £
F.—REsErvE FuNp Accounr.
y For the year ended 31st December, 19
; L8 .d _ £ ad .
1. Amount (if any) carried to Profit and 1. By balance brought forward from last |
Loss Account (E) to make up deficen- Account
ciesof dividendsto 31st December, 19 2. By balance brought from Profit and Loss
2. Amount paid for extraordinary claim or Account (E) . :
demand (if any) 3. By interest on amounts lmested

3. Amount of balance to be umrrled to next
account
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SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.
G.—SpECIAL Purroses FuND ACCOUNT.

For the year ended 31st December, 19

5 S <SG
1. To Expenses incurred by reason of acci-l 1. By Balance brought from last Account..
dents, or circumstances which due 2. By Amount appropriated from Revenue
care and management could not have | Account (D) under section of
prevented or by reason of strikes:— | Act . 3
To Accident o il 3. By Interest on Amounts invested
To Strikes : ‘
To Other items (if any)
. To Expenses incurred in the replacement
or removal of plant or works, other
than expenses requisite for mainten-‘
ance and renewal of plant and works... |
To Replacement of plant et
To Removal of plant ... el
To Other items (if any) .. i
3. To Amount of Balance to be carried to
next Account .. - ‘
1,5 £

Like Accounts must be given for Depreciation Fund for Works and Leaseholds (if any).

H.—ST1ATEMENT OF COALS.

During the year ended 31st December, 19

In Store, Roosived | Carbonised or In Store
Description of Coal. 31st December, duz\‘in b | used during | 31st December,
19555 SRt year. -
Tons. Tons. ; Tons.
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SCHEDULE FIVE-—continued.

I.—STATEMENT OF RESIDUAL PrODUOCTS.

For the year ended 31st December, 19

Description of Residual.

|
| In Store, } Used in

3lst December, Made during

year.
Estimated.

during year.

manufacturing |

In Store,

Sold during | 31st December,

|
year. \
\

Estlmated ‘ Estimated. | Estimated.
Coke
Breeze 3 ‘ ‘
Tar, Gallons ‘ i ‘ |
Ammoniacal liquor l 3 ‘ ‘
Sulphate of ammonia ’
Asphalt | [
| i | 1
J.—GENERAL BALANCE-SHEET.
Dr. On 31st December, 19 Cr.
1. To Capital Account— Ll sid. . By Cash at bankers £ s d

Ot

T

9.

To Other items, if any

. To Profit and Loss Account—

. To Reserve Fund—

. To Special Purposes Fund—

. To Depreciation Fund (for works and

. To Unpaid dividends
. To Interest accrued and unpald on mort-

. To Sundry tradesmen

Balance at credit thereof (Account C)
Balance at credit thereof (Account E)
Balance at credit thereof (Account F)
Balance at credit thereof (Account G)

Leasehold Lands)—
Balance at credit thereof (Account )|

gages, bonds, and debenture stock, and

other loans to 31st December, 1Y

and others, for |

amounts due for Coals, Stores, &e., to |
31st December, 19 ... 1

To Wages and conblnrrenues, amounts due

to 3131: December,

By Cash on deposit at interest .
By Coals for stock on hand, 31st De.
cember, 19 !
. By Coke and breeze
By Tar and other plodut.ts
By Sundry stores
By Accounts due to the Com
pany ; balance of this
accouut due to the Com-
pany on 31st December,
19 , less deposits and
prepa} ments ...
. By Coke and other residual. .
. By Sundry accounts

Lo O —~

R

© >

N

By Special items (if any),
vestments o

including in-




SCHEDULE FIVE—continued.

BALANCE-SHEET OF THE

COMPANY MADE UP TO

19

\
|
1. Capital. |

2. Debtsand
liabilities|
of the |
Company

Reserve
Fund.

Special Pur-

poses Fund.

Deprecia-
tion Fund.
Profit and
Loss.
Contingent |
Liabilities.

| The amount

CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES.

Showing—
. The number of shares
2. The amount paid per share...
. If any arrears of calls, the
nature of the arrears, and the
names of the defaulters

. The particulars of :my for-|

feited shares.. o
. The amounts of loans on mor rt-
gages or debenture bonds.
. The amount of debts owing by
the Company distinguishing
() Debts for which accep-
tances have  been
given
(b) Debts to tradesmen for
Supplies of Stock-in-
trade or other articles.
(c) Debts for
penses
(d) Debts for Intmext on
debentures or other|
loans :
(¢) Unclaimed lel(lon(ls
(f) Not enumerated above.
set aside from
profits
The amount approprmted from
Revenue under  Clause of
Act, for the purposes defined
therein
The amount
profits i
The disposable balance for pa}
ment of dividends, &ec. .
Claims against the Company not;
acknowledged as debts ..
Moneys for which the Company
is contingently liable

set aside from

£

Law Ex-|

;.;B s. d.[£s.d.

|
|

Property |
held by the

to the

(Cash
Invest-
ments.

and|

|
|

Company. |

Debtsowing|

Compa,ny

|

PROPERTY AND ASSETS.

Showing—

Tmmovable property, distinguish- \

ing— \
a) Freehold land

(b) % buildings

(¢) Leasehold b ‘

Movable property, dlstnwulshl

e ‘
(d) Stock-in-trade
(¢) Plant . |

The cost to he smted, W 1th
deduction for deter 101«1‘510[}J
in value as charged to the
Reserve Fund or Proht‘
and Loss. 5

[

Debts considered good, for which|
the Company holds bills or|
other securities ;

Debts considered good, for which|
the Company bolds no se- 1
curity

Debts consider ed doubtful and
bad ...

(Any debtdue from adir ector
or other officer of the Com-
pany to be separately
stated.)

The nature of Investment and
rate of Interest
The amount of Cash, where‘

lodged, and if bemrmg in-
terest.

(£ s d.[£s.d.
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Legislative Council.

GAS BILL.

(Amendments to be proposed in Committee of the Whole.)

By the Hox. C. E. PILCHER :—

Page 2, clause 4, lines 38 and 39. Omit * testing-places at places

' “ approved by the Minister ”’ insert ‘a testing-place {at
‘ each of the manufacturing stations ”

Page 3. At end of clause 5 add ‘ Provided also that the average of
‘“ the testings made at such testing-place on that day and
‘“ on the preceding and on the following day shall be deemed
‘“ to represent the illuminating power of such gas on such
‘“ day at such testing-place ”

Page 11, clause 29. _After clause 29 insert the following new
clause :—

In addition to the price charged by any company for gas
supplied by it, such company may charge for the hire of any prepay-
ment meter and fittings to be used therewith a price calculated at a
rate not exceeding one shilling per thousand cubic feet of gas supplied,
such price to include the hire of one meter and the fittings used
therewith. '

The said price shall include the providing, letting, fixing,
repairing, and maintenance of the meter and fittings, and the cost of
collection, inspection, and any other cost incurred by the company in
connection with the meter and fittings.

By the Honx. F. E. WINCHCOMBE :—

Page 7, clause 21. At end of clause add “And in respect of
“any year during the whole of which the price charged
“by the company has been one penny or part of a penny
“above the standard price, the dividend payable by the
“ company shall, in respect of each penny or part of a penny
31157 70—(3) “ by



2

“Dby which the standard price has been increased, be reduced
. 2 . .
“below the standard rate of dividend by five shillings on
“every one hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in pro-
“portion for any fraction of one hundred pounds.”
“Where any inerease in the price of cas is chareed by the
. : . L O =] a8

“company for six months only of any year, the dividend
“payable by such company for such year shall, in respect of
“each penny of such increase, be reduced by two shillings
“and sixpence on every one hundred pounds of paid-u
“capital, and so in proportion for any fraction of one hundred
“pounds

Page 10, clause 29, line 34. _fter < occupier” first oceurring insert
“and of so much of any such pipe as may be laid for a
“ greater distance than thirty feet from any pipe of the

o . s v

“ company although not on such property.’

Page 10, clause 29, line 38.  Omit “ thirty ”’ insert “ sixty

<} > > 0 .

Page 11, clause 29, line 2. After “of ” insert *such supply of gas
‘“as may be registered by meter, and of ”

Page 11, clause 29, line 4.  After “company * insert wilfully

By the Hox. Sir JosePH CARRUTHERS :—

Page 1, clause 1. At end of clause ¢dd “This Act shall commence
“and take effect on and from the first day of July, one
“ thousand nine hundred and thirteen.”

Page 2, clause 4, line 33. After “Gazette” add “Provided that
“no such amendment shall be made unless a distriet court
““ Judge appointed for the purpose shall have held a public
“mquiry, of which due notice shall be given by the Minister
“ to the company, which may be represented at such inquiry,

. ‘““and have made a report recommending such amendment.”

Page 3, clause 7. Before line 28 insert “ Unless a gas company shall
““ be prevented by accident or by the necessity of opening or
“ otherwise disturbing its mains in the locality for the
“ purpose of effecting repairs to or making connections with
““ such mains.”

Page 3, clause 7, line 29.  Omit  except in case of accident

Page 3, clause 8, line 43. Omit “used or”’ .

Page 3, clause 8, line 43. _After “company” insert * after the
‘“commencement of this Act”

Page 4, clause 12, line 26.  After ““ hours” insert “upon giving one
‘“day’s notice to the gas company ”

Page 5, clause 16, line 18.  Omit  one ” insert “ two”

Page 5, clause 16, line 19.  Omit * exclusive ”’ insert <inclusive ”

Page



Page 5,

Page 5,
Page 6,
Page 6,

Page 6,
Page 6,
Page 6.
Page 6,

Page 6,

Page 2,
Page 2,

Page 5,

Page b5,

3

clause 16, lines 28 and 24. Omit “and by such person as
“may be appointed for that purpose by the Minister ” insert
“or at the option of the Minister by such chartered or
“incorporated accountant as may be appointed for that
“ purpose by the Auditor-General.”

clause 16, line 84. Omit  exclusive’

clause 17.  Omit lines 1 to 13.

clause 17, lines 18 to 20. Omit and any reserve or other
“fund of a similar character of the company existing at the
“commencement of this Act”

clause 17, line 26. Omit ** as hereinafter provided

clause 17, line 28. Omit “ standard > insert < authorised ”’
Omil clause 18.

clause 19, line 39. After “ profits” insert “after providing
“ for all expenses properly chargeable to revenue.”

clause 19, line 41. After “be” omit remainder of clause
insert “ carried to the credit of the divisible profits of such
“ company for the next following year: Provided that the
“sum standing to the credit of such divisible profits shall
“not at any time exceed the amount required to pay one
“ year’s dividend at the authorised rate.”

)

insert < inclusive ”’

By the Ho~x. A. W. MEEKS :—

clause 2, lines 4 and 5. Omit “ but does not include” insert
“ and includes

clause 2, line 9. After ““ capital” omit remainder of clause
insert ““ means all moneys paid or to be paid by the share-
“ holders of a gas company in respect of fully or partially
“paid up shares in such company issued prior to the
“ commencement of this Act, but does not include premium
¢ capital or reserves created after the commencement of this
“ Act.”

clause 16, line 25. Omit “ strikes”’

clause 16. At end of paragraph (a) add by reason of
“ strikes; or”

Page 11, Schedule Three. After line 29 insert « Provided that gas

‘“ companies, other than those named in Schedule One, may
‘““ use Lowe’s Jet Photometer for ascertaining the illuminating
““ power of the gas in standard candles ”’







1912,

Legislatibe Council.

GAS BILL.

(Amendments to be proposed in Committee of the leole by
Tar Hox. J. ASHTON.)

Page 4, clause 11, lines 20 to 22. Omit ¢ Provided that-the want of
“ sufficient funds shall not be he]d to be a circumstance
‘ beyond the control of the company ”’

Page 9, clause 23, lines 9 and 10. Omit “regulations under this Act »
insert **Schedule Five hereto, or as near thereto as cucum-
“ stances will permit ”’

Pages 9 and 10, clause 25. Omit clause 25.

Page 10, clause 206, line 14. Omit “ Any schedule to this Act”
insert “On resolutions being pa,ssul by both Houses of
¢ Parliament authorizing the same any schedule to this Act
‘ except Schedule One ”

Page 10, clause 26, lines 16 and 17. Omit “ On resolutions being
“ passed by both Houses of Parliament authorizing the
““ same ”

Page 11. After clause 29 insert the following new clause :—

31. Notwithstanding the provisions of Clause One of this Act
any gas company including any or all of the companies specified
in Schedule One hereto may at any time after the passing of this Act
and notwithstanding the provisions of any Act constituting the same :—

(a) raise such additional capital as may be necessary by the
creation and issue of ordinary shares or stock or preference
shares or stock or wholly or partially by one or more of those
modes respectively.

(b) raise or borrow money or secure the payment or repayment
of such money in such manner and upon such terms and
conditions in all respects as the said company in general
meeting or the directors may prescribe. Any security given

aus? ¢ 68— in




2

in respect of any such sum or sums shall unless otherwise
provided by the Articles of Association (if any) of such
company be under the hands of any three of the directors
and the secretary for the time being of the company and shall
be in such form and shall contain such provisions as the
directors may decide

(c) consolidate and divide all or any of the share capital of the

Page 12,

said company into shares of larger amount than the existing
shares of the company and subdivide the existing shares of
the company or any of them into shares of smaller amount
so however that in the subdivision the proportion between
the amount paid and the amount if any unpaid on each
reduced share shall be the same as it was in the case of the
share from which the reduced share is derived.

Schedule One, lines 13, 14, and 15. Omit *“ 3s. 8d.” insert
“3s. 9d.”

Schedule Two, line 20. Omit “ Ammonia (not more than
“ 2§ grains per 100 cubic feet)

Schedule Three, line 27. Omit ** such as shall be prescribed ”’
insert ““ The Metropolitan Argand Burner No. 2

Schedule Four line 7. Omit “the” first occurring msert
) o
“ten”

Schedule Four, line 20. Omit “ comprising ” insert
‘“ containing ”’




1912.

Legislatibe Councdl.

- GAS BILL.

(Amendments to be proposed in Committee of the Wkole by
Tae Ho~. J. ASHTON.) :

Page 4, clause 11, lines 20 to 22.  Omit * Provided that the want of
“ sufficient funds shall not be held to be a circumstance
‘ beyond the control of the company ”’

Page 9, clause 23, lines 9 and 10. Omit “regulations under this Act”
insert ‘Schedule Five hereto, or as near thereto as circum-
« stances will permit ”

Pages 9 and 10, clause 25. Omit clause 25.

Page 10, clause 20, line 14. Omit “ Any schedule to this Act”
insert *“On resolutions being passed by both Houses of
¢ Parliament authorizing the same any schedule to this Act
“ except Schedule One ”

Page 10, clause 26, lines 16 and 17. Omit ““ On resolutions being
‘“ passed by both Houses of Parliament authorizing the
“ same ”’

Page 11. After clause 29 insert the following new clause :—

31. Notwithstanding the provisions of Clause One of this Act
any gas company including any or all of the companies specified
in Schedule One hereto may at any time after the passing of this Act
and notwithstanding the provisions of any Act constituting the same :—

(a) raise such additional capital as may be necessary by the
creation and issue of ordinary shares or stock or preference
shares or stock or wholly or partially by one or more of those
modes respectively.

(b) raise or borrow money or secure the payment or repayment
of such money in such manner and upon such terms and
conditions in all respects as the said company in general
meeting or the directors may prescribe. Any security given

—— ¢ 68— in




2

in respect of any such sum or sums shall unless otherwise
provided by the Articles of Association (if any) of such
company be under the hands of any three of the directors
and the secretary for the time being of the company and shall
be in such form and shall contain such provisions as the
directors may decide

(¢) consolidate and divide all or any of the share capital of the

Page 11,
Page 11,
Page 11,

Page 12,

Page 12,

said company into shares of larger amount than the existing
shares of the company and subdivide the existing shares of
the company or any of them into shares of smaller amount
so however that in the subdivision the proportion between
the amount paid and the amount if any unpaid on each
reduced share shall be the same as it was in the case of the
share from which the reduced share is derived.

Schedule One, lines 13, 14, and 15. Omif “ 3s. 8d.” insert
“3s. 9d.”

Schedule Two, line 20. Omit “ Ammonia (not more than
“ 24 grains per 100 cubic feet) ”’

Schedule Three, line 27. Omit ““ such as shall be prescribed *’
insert ““ The Metropolitan Argand Burner No. 2 ”

Schedule Four, line 7. Omit ““the” first occurring insert
“ten”

Schedule Four, line 20. Omit * comprising ” insert
‘“ containing ”’
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This PusLic BILL originated in the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, and, having this day
nassed, 1s now ready for presentation to the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL for its concurrence.

Legislatlive Assembly Chamber, } RICHD. A. ARNOLD,
Syduey, 19 September, 1912, .M. Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

ANNO TERTIO

GEORGII V REGIS.

Act No. , 1912,

An Act to prescribe standards of illuminating power, purity,
and pressure for gas; to regulate the price of gas; to
regulate companies, corporations, firms, and persons
supplying gas, and particularly with regard to dividends,
reserves, funds, accounts, and the issue of shares; and for
purposes consequent thereon or incidental thereto.

) 5 it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by an1 with
ﬁ) the advice zmd con\cnt ol the Legislative Council and Legislative
Assembly of New Souath Wales in Parl'ament assemb led, and | )y the
anthrity of tiie sam: as | n,-l()\\s —

A reliminary.

Ct

1. ihis Aet may be ci‘ed as the  Gas Act, 1912.” Short title;
70—A. 2.




Act No. , 1912. 2

Gas.

2. In this Act, unless the context requires another meaning,— pefinitions.
“ Gas company ”’ means any company, corporation, firm, or person

supplying any gas for lighting, heating, motive power, or ,
other purpose, and disposing of the same for profit, but does
5 not include a local authority. ‘ ‘
“Gasworks ” means works of a gas company, and the works
connected therewith. .

“ Local authority ”’ means council of a municipality or shire.
“Original capital” means all moneys subscribed by the share-
10 holders of a gas company as share capital in such company
prior to the passing of this Act, but does not include premium,
capital, or reserves.

Application of Act.
3. This Act applies to all gas companies which do at the Application of Act.
15 commencement of this Act, or may at any time thereafter, supply gas : Schedule One.
Provided that clauses fifteen to twenty-one inclusive shall not apply to
any company until it has been included in Schedule One to this Act, or
any addition to that Schedule.

Testing of gas.

20 4. (1) The quality of the gas supplied by a gas company Iluminating power
shall, with respect to its illuminating power, be such as to produce at and purity of gas.
a testing-place provided in conformity with this Aect, when burned at eahtule: L
the rate of five cubic feet per hour, a light equal in intensity to the
light produced by fifteen sperm candles of six to the pound, each
925 consuming one hundred and twenty grains of sperm per hour, and in
making the test, two candles shall be used together.
Such gas with respect to its heating power shall be not less
than five-hundred British thermal units.
Such gas shall, as to its purity, not exhibit any trace of
30 sulphuretted hydrogen, when tested in accordance with this Act, and
the standard of purity shall be as preseribed in Schedule Two hereto,
which may be amended from time to time by proclamation in the
Government Gazette. .
(2) The apparatus to be used for testing, and the method Schedule Three.
a5of testing the illuminating power of the gas, and the presence of
sulphuretted hydrogen in the gas, shall be as prescribed in Schedule
Three to this Act.
(3) A gas company shall provide testing-places, at places
approved by the Minister, and all the apparatus required by this Act,
40 for the testing of its gas, and shall at all times keep the same in
proper order and repair.
(4) The method of testing shall be as prescribed by Schedule Four.
Schedule Four to this Act, which may be amended. from time to time
by proclamation in the Government Gazette. 5.
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5. If on any day the gas supplied by any gas company at any Penalty for defect in
testing-place is of less 111ummat1nrr power than as above prescribed, the illuminating power.
company shall be liable to penaltics as follows :—

For the first half of a candle of defective power, not exceeding
b forty shillings.
For the first and every subsequent candle of defective power, not
less than twenty-five pounds and not exceeding one hundred
pounds :

Provided that where one penalty is imposed in respect of

10 defective illuminating powerin the gassupplied by the company at one

testing-place on any day, no further penalty may be imposed in respect

of defective illuminating power in the gas cupphed by the company

at any other testin W-placc on the same dav

6. If on any day the gas supplied by a gas company at any penaity for defect

15 testing-place is of less purity than it ought to bc the company shall in purity.

be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds for each occasion on

which it is so in default :

Provided that where one penalty is imposed in respect of excess
of impurity in the gas supplied by the company at one testing-place

20 on any day, no further penalty may be imposed in respect of excess
impurity in the gas as supplied by the company at any other testing-
place on the same day :

Provided also that the average of the testings made at sueh
testing-place on that day, and on the pr(‘ce(hnﬂ“ and on the following

25 day shall be deemed to represent the purity of sueh gas on such (hy
at such testing-place.
Pressure of gas.

7. (1) All gas supplied by a gas company to any consumer of Pressure of gas.
gas shall, except in case of accident, be supplied at such pressure as
30 fo balance from midnight to sunset a column of water not less than
six-tenths of an inch in height, and to balance from sunset to midnight
a column of water not less than one inch in height at the main or as
near as may be to the junction therewith of the service pipe supplying
the consumer.
35 (2) Any gas examiner may at a testing-place, or at any
public lamp, as and when he thinks fit, test the pressure at which the
gas is supplied. The gas company shall afford to the examiner all
reasonable facilities for n*alunw the test.
Tor the purpose of the test the examiner shall connect a self-
40 registering pressure gauge to the lamp-cock by a flexible or other
suitable pipe, which shall be gas-tight, and such pressure gauge shall
be as nearly as practicable at the same level, as the lamp-cock.
8. No meter shall be used or issued for use by a gas company Testing of meters.
until it has been first tested and stamped by a Government examiner
45 in accordance with the regulations published in pursuance of this Act.

9.
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Gas.

9. The Governor may cause to be published in the Govern- Regulations.
ment Gazette regulations providing for the testing, stamping, and
examination of meters, the registration by and regulation of meters,
and any matters incidental thereto. .
5 10. If at any time during any period between midnight and Penalty for defect
sunset, or during any period between sunset and midnight, the gas™ P
supplied by a gas company is supplied at a pressure less than that
above-prescribed, the company shall in each case be liable to a penalty
not exceeding ten pounds.
10 Provided that where a penalty is imposed in respect of
insufficiency of pressure in the gas supplied by the company during
any period of twenty-four hours, no further penalty may be imposed
in respect of insufficiency of pressure in the gas supplied by the
company during the same period.

15 Saving as to penalties.

11. No penalty shall be incurred by a gas company for defect Saving as to
of illuminating power, excess of impurity in the gas supplied by such penaltis.
company, or insufficiency of pressure, in any case in respect of which
it is proved that such defect or excess or insufficiency was produced by

20 any circumstance beyond the control of the company : Provided that
the want of sufficient funds shall not be held to be a circumstance
beyond the control of the company.

Gas examiners.
12. The Governor may appoint competent and impartial Appointment of

25 persons to be gas examiners. %’f:t,ﬁ;‘;Tf;,"ff;‘:,’"j‘f‘d
Such examiners may at any reasonable hours test the illumin-
ating power, purity, and pressure of the gas supplied by any gas
company, and for that purpose may enter any land or premises of any
such company.
50 Such company may, if it thinks fit, on each occasion of )
such testing, be represented by some person appointed by it, but such
person shall not interfere in the testing.
Any such tests shall be made in accordance with the provisions
of this Act. .
35 13. A gas examiner shall, on the day immediately following Report of testing.
that on which the testing has been conducted, make and deliver a
report to be filed in the office of the Minister of the results of his
testing, and deliver a copy of such report to the gas company.
14. A gas company and its officers and servants shall give to Facilities to be
40 a gas examiner and to his assistants access to the testing-place, and #fforded gas
shall attend all facilities for the proper execution of this Act. ‘ '
If any such company or any such officer or servant fails to
comply with the provisions of this section, it or he shall be liable to a
penalty not exceeding ten pounds. Standard
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Standard rate of dividend.

15. Except as by this Act provided, the profits of any gas Standard rate of
company to be divided among the holders of its share capital or dverdend.
stock in any year shall not exceed the followi ing rate (whlch is in_this

O Act referred to as the standard rate of d1v1dend) that is to say, on
the original capital of the company at the rate of ten pounds in
respect of every one hundred pounds actually paid up of such capital,
and on the additional capital to be raised after the passing of this
Act the rate of seven pounds in respect of every one hundred

10 pounds actually paid up of such capital as shall be issued as ordinary
capital and the rate of five pounds in respect of every one hundred
pounds actually paid up of such capital as shall be issued as
preference capital.

Special purposes fund.

15 16. (1) The directors of a gas company may, if they think fit, Specml purposes
in any year appropriate out of the revenue of the company, as part of fund
the expendlhuc on. revenue account, any sum not exceeding an amount
equal to one per centum of the paid-up capital of the company,
exclusive of premiums, to a fund to be called “the special purposes
20 fund.”

(2) The special purposes fund shall be applicable only Application of the
to meet such charges as are certified to by a chartered accountant or
incorporated accountant bei ing the auditor of the company, and by such
person as may be appointed for that purpose by the Minister, as being—

25 (a) expenses incurred by reason of accidents, strikes, or circum-
stances which due care and management could not have
prevented ;

(b) expenses incurred in the replacement or removal of plant or
works, other than expenses requisite for maintenance and

30 renewal of plant and works, and for contributions towards a
superannuation fund for employees.

(3) The maximum amount standing to the credit of the Maximum amount of
special purposes fund shall not at any time exceed an amount equal fnd:

. to one-tenth part of the paid-up capital of the company exclusive of

35 premiums.

(4) The moneys forming the special purposes fund, or any Investment of fund.
portion thereof, may be invested in securities in which directors of the
company are authorised by law to invest, or may be applied for the
general purposes of the company to which ~capital is properly

40 applicable, or may be used partly in one way or partly in the other.

(5) Resort may from time to time be had to the special Savings.
purposes fund, notwithstanding that the sum standing to the credit of
the fund is, for the time being, less than the maximum allowed by
this section. Reserve
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Reserve fund.

17. When in any year the rate of dividend that may be paid Reserve fund.
on the ordinary share capital or stock of a gas company exceeds the
standard rate, by reason of the price charwed by the company for gas

S5in such year bunw below the standard price as provided in section
twenty-one, then, out of the amount of the divisible profits of the
company applicable to the payment of such excess of dividends, the
directors of the company may in such year set apart such sum as they
think fit by way of a reserve “fund.

10 The total amount paid in any year by way of such excess
dividend and the amount so set apart in ‘such year to the reserve fund
shall not when taken together exceed the total amount permitted to
be paid by way of excess “dividend under section twenty-one.

When the amount at eredit of the reserve fund cquals or exceeds

15 ten per centum of the j paid-up Cdl)lf‘h of the company no sum shall be
set apart under this section for snch fund until the amount at credit
of the fund falls below such ten per centum.

All sums (if any) so set apart and any reserve or other fund of
a similar character of the company existing at the commencement of

20 this Act may be invested in Government or other securities not
connected with the business of the company, and the dividends and
intereit arising from such qocuritics may also be invested in the same

r the like securities in order that the same may ﬂecumlﬂato at
compound interest.

’ 25 The fund so formed shall be called * the reserve fund S £ -
shall be applic‘lble as hereinafter provided, to the payment of dividend
in any year in which the clear profits of the company are insufficient
to enable the company in such year to pay the standard rate, and for
no other purpose.

30 Save as by this section specially provided, no sum shall in any
year be carried by the company to {my reserve fund :

18. If in any one year the profits of the company divisible Payment of
amongst the sharcholders do not amount to the standard rate, such a d¥idends out -
sum may be taken from the reserve fund as with the actual divisible

35 profits of such year will enable the company to pay a dividend of the
amount aforesaid, and so from time to time as often as the occasion
requires.

Divisible profits account.

19. If the clear profits of the company in any year amount to ivisible profits

40 a larger sum than is sufficient to pay the authorised dividend on the
share capital of the company, the excess shall be placed to the credit

of an account to be called the divisible profits account; and not more
than twenty per centum of the amount placed to the credit of such

account in any year may be retained and carried forward to the credit
of

account,
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of the divisible profits account of the follownw year, and the remainder,
being not less than eighty per centum, shall ho applied to the reduction
. of the price of gas and the payment ofa dividend as provided in section
twenty-one. .
5 Distribution of profits.

20. The profits of the company shall not be utilised in any
other way than to provide for a special purposes fund, a reserve fund,
and a divisible profits account as hereinbefore provided, and tor the
purposes mentioned in section twenty-one. Any company pavuw

10 moneys from profits into any other account shall be Tiable on convietion
to a penalty of onc hundred pounds, and a further penalty of fifty
pounds for every day on which, after such convicetion, such moneys are
retained in any such account.

Sliding scale.

15 21. Notwithstanding anything contained in any Act or any
memorandum or articles of association, the standard price to be charmed
by a gas company for gas supplied by it to private consumers by meter
shall be at the rate set ouf in Schedule One hereto :

Provided that the company shall reduce the price so charged

20 by them for gas, below the standard price, in proportion to any
increase beyond the standard rate in the dividend payable by the
company on the paid-up capital of the company, as follows :—

In respect of any year during the whole of which the price
charged by the company has been one penny or more below

25 the standard price, the dividend payable by the company

may, in respect of each penny by which the standard price
has been reduced, be increased above the standard rates of
dividend by five shillings on every one hundred pounds of
paid-up capital, and so in proportion for any fraction of one

30 hundred pounds.

' Where a reduction in the price of gas is made by the company for
six months only of any year, the dividend payable by the
company for su(,h)ear may, in respect of each peany of such

. reduction, be increased by two shillings and sixpence on every

35 one hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in proportion

for any fraction of one hundred pounds.

Issue of additional shares.

22. Notwithstanding the provisions of any Aet, or of any
memorandum, or article of association relating to a gas company, the
40 issue after the commencement of this Act of any shares in such
company shall be subject to the following provisions :—
(a) All shares so to be issued shail be offeved for sale Dy public
auction or tender.

(b)

Distribution of
profits.

Standard price o
gas.

Schedule One.

Issue of additional
shares.
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(b) Notice of the intended sale shall be given to the Minister at
least twenty-eight days before the d‘lV of auction on the last

day for the' 1'ecept10n of tenders, as the case may be, and shall .
also be advertised once in each of two consecutive weeks in
5 one or more daily newspapers published in Sydney.
(¢) A reserve price shall be fixed, and notice thereof shall he sent
by the company in a sealed letter, to be received by the :

Minister not less than tw enty-four hours be fore, but not to
be opened until after the (LL" of auction, or last day for the
10 receipt of tenders, as the case may be.
(d) No lot offered for sale shall comprise shares of greater nominal
value than one hundred pounds.
(e) In the case of a sale by tender no reference shall be given to
one of two or more persons tendering the same sum. In the
15 case of a sale by auction a bid shall not be recognised unless
it is in advance of the last preceding bid.
(f) It shall be one of the conditions of sale that the total sum
payable by the purchaser shall be paid to the company
within three months after the date of the auction or of the
20 acceptance of the tender, as the case may be.
(g) Any shares or stock which have been so offered for sale and
are not sold may be offered at the reserve price to the holders
of ordinary and preference shares or stock of the company,
and to the employees of the company, and to the consumers
25 of gas supplied by the company, in such proportions as the
company may think fit, or to one or more of these classes of
persons only : P1’0V1ded, in the case of an offer to holders of
shares or stock, that if the aggregate amount of shares or
stock applied for exceeds the aggregate amount so offered as
30 aforesaid, the same shall be allotted to and distributed
amongst the applicants as nearly as may be in proportion to
the amounts applied for by them respectively. ;
(h) Any shares or stock w hich may have been offered for sale
in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section,
35 and are not sold, shall be again offered for sale by pvlhh('
auction or by tender in accordance with the provisions of
this section; and any such shares or stock then remaining
unsold may be otherwise disposed of at such price and in
such manner as the directors of the compmw may determine
40 for the purpose of realising the best price obtainable.

(i) As soon as possible after the conclusion of the sale or sales
the company shall send a report thereof to the Minister,
stating the total amount of the respective shares or stock
sold, the total amount obtained as premium (if any), and

45 the highest and lowest prices obtained for the respective
shares or stock. )
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(j) The amount of premium shall be placed to the epccml
purpose fund and shall in all cases be treated as non-
dividend bearing.

Accounts and audit.

5 23. Lvery gas company shall cause to be filled up and
forwarded to the Minister, on or before the thirty-first day of March
in each year, an annual statement of accounts, made up to the thirty-
first d‘w of December then next preceding, as near as may be in the
form, and containing the particulars speuhud in 10«-'u1at10ns under

10 this Act.

The company shall keep copies of such annual statement at
its office, and sell the same to any applicant at a price not cxceeding
one shilling for each copy.

If any such company makes default in complying with the

15 provisions of this section, it shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
two pounds for each day during which such default continues.

24. (1) The Auditor-General, at the request of the Minister,
shall, and the Minister may on his own initiative, or at the request of
not less than twelve users of the gas of any gas company, cause the

20 Auditor-General to examine and audit, or cause any officer of the
public service appointed by him in that behalf to examine and audit
the accounts of such gas company, and for the purposes of such audit
examine any books and documents relating to such accounts.

(2) If any person obstructs the Auditor-General, or any

25 officer appointed by him, in the exercise of his powers or the
performance of his duties under this section, or without lawful excuse
refuses to produce any book, account, document, writing, paper, or
instrument in his possession or under his control, or to answer any
question asked by the Auditor-General or such officer for the purpose

30 of the exercise of such powers or performance of such duties, he shall
be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds,
and if any person, after conviction for any such oﬂcnce, still refuses
to produce any such book, account, document, writing, paper, or
instrument, or to answer any such question, he shall be liable to a

35 further penalty not e‘(ceedmw twenty pounds for every day during
which such default continues.

Where company ceases to supply gas.

25. Where the Minister certifies to the Governor that it has

been proved to his satisfaction that a gas company has ceased to supply
40 or has suspended the supply of gas, it ‘shall be lawful for the Gov ernor,

by his officers and servants, to take possession temporarily of the Jand

and premises of such company, and all machinery, plant, utensils, and

materials used by it in the production and supply of gas, and the
manufacture of by-products. The

Annual statement
of accounts.

Examination and
audit of accounts.

Power of Governor
to carry on

temporarily the
business of a gas
company.
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The Governor shall thereupon appoint a manager, who shall
carry on the business of the company, and for that purpose shall have
the powers of the company and of its directors and manager.

The manager so appointed shall keep accounts of all moneys

5 expended and received by him in carrying on such business, and shall

from time to time pay over to a person appointed in that behalf by

the directors of the company the profits of such business as appearing
from such accounts.

The Governor shall, when he thinks fif, remove the manager

10 and cause the company to be placed in possession of its property and
business, and all matters of account to be adjusted with and all just
payments to be made to the company.

General and supplemental.

26. Any Schedule to this Act may be revoked, amended or

15 added to, or a new Schedule in lieu thereof may be framed by the

Governor, on resolutions being passed by both Houses of Parliament

‘authorising the same; and any Schedule so amended or added to, or
any such new Schedule, shall be a Schedule to this Act.

27. The Governor may make regulations for carrying out the

20 provisions of this Act, and may in such regulations impose a penalty

not exceeding fifty pounds for any contravention thereof. Such

regulations shall be published in the Gazette and laid before both
Houses of Parliament without delay.

28. Any penalties under this Act, or the regulations
25 thereunder, may be imposed and recovered by or before a stipendiary
or police magistrate, or any two justices in petty sessions.

29. (1) A gas company shall, upon being required so to do
by the owner or occupier of any premises situate within twenty-five
yards from any main of such company, give and continue to give a

30 supply of gas for such premises, and furnish and lay any pipe that
may be necessary for such purpose : Provided that the cost of so much
of any pipe for the supply of gas to any owner or occupier as may be
laid upon the property of such owner, or in the possession of such
occupier, shall be defrayed by such owner or occupier.

35 (2) Every owner or occupier of premises requiring a
supply of gas shall serve a notice upon the Gas Company at the office,
specifying the premises in respect of which such supply is required,
and the day, not being earlier than thirty days, upon which supply
15 required to commence, and shall, if required by such company so to

40 do, enter into a written contract with such company to continue to
receive and pay for a supply of gas for a period of ‘at least twelve
months, and give to the company, if required by it to do so, security

for

10

Amendment of
Schedules.

tegulations.

Penalties.

Cost of pipes to be
defrayed by Gas
Company and owner
of premises.

Thirty days’ notice
to be given when
requiring supply of
gas,
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for the payment to them of all moneys which may become due to them

by such owner or occupier in respeet of any pipe to be laid upon the

property of such owner orin the possession of such occupier.
Whenever the company negleet or refuse to give a supply of

g ° 5 gas to any owner or occupier of premises, under such pressure as is
i prescribed, they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding forty
shillings for each day during which such default continues.
4
b
SCHEDULES.
SCHEDULE ONE.
10 Gas Companies to which this Act applies.
Standard price of gas
Company. per 1,000 cubic feet.
s. d.
Australian Gaslight Company ... 3 3
North Shore Gas Company... 3 3
15 The City of Newcastle Gas and Coke Company, Limited 3 3
SCHEDULE TWO.
Standard of purity.
Such gas shall contain—
No hydrogen sulphide.
20 Ammonia (not more than 2} grains per 100 cubic feet).
SCHEDULE THRER.
-~

Testing of illuminating power.

1. The apparatus for testing the illuminating power of the gas shall consist of the
improved form of Bunsen’s photometer, known as Letheby’s open 60-inch photometer, or
Evan’s enclosed 100-inch photometer, together with a proper meter, minute clock,
governor, pressure gauge, and balance.

The burner to be used for testing the gas shall be such as shail be prescribed.

The candles used for testing the gas sball be sperm candles of six to the pound,
and two candles shall be used together.

2. The apparatus for testing the presence in the gas of sulphuretted hydrogen.—
A glass vessel containing a strip of bibulous paper moistened with a solution of acetate
of lead, containing sixty grains of crystallized acetate of lead dissolved in one fluid ounce
of water.

- \;"v

SCHEDULE

11
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SCHEDULE FOUR.
Method of testing.

1. Mode of testing for illuminating power.

The gas in the photometer is to be lighted at least fifteen minutes before the
5 testings begin, and it is to be kept continuously burning from the beginning to the end
of the tests.

Each testing shall include the observations of the photometer made at intervals
of a minute. The consumption of the gas is to be carefully adjusted to five cubic feet
per hour. *

10 The candles are to be lighted at least ten minutes before beginning each testing
50 as to arrive at their normal rate of burning which is shown when the wick is slightly
bent and the tip glowing. The standard rate of consumption for the candles shall be
one hundred and twenty grains each per hour. Before and after making each set of ten
observations of the photometer, the gas examiner shall weigh the candles, and if the

15 combustion shall have been more or less per candle than one hundred and twenty grains
per hour, he shall make and record the calculations requisite to neutralise the effects
of the difference. The average of each set of ten observations is to be taken as
representing the illuminating powers of that testing. '

2. Mode of testing for sulphuretted hydrogen.

20 The gas shall be passed through the glass vessel comprising the strip of bibulous
paper moistened with the solution of acetate of lead for a period of three minutes, cr
such longer period as may be prescribed, and if any discolouration of the test paper is
found to have taken place, this 1s to be held conclusive as to the presence of sulphuretted
hydrogen in the gas..

Syduney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer,.—1912.
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This PusLic BILL originated in th> LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, and, having this day
nassed, is now ready for presentation to the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL for s concurrence.

Legislative Assembly Chamber, } RICHD. A. ARNOLD,
Sydney, 19 September, 1912, A.M. Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

Petw Soutly Wales,

T o
N,

ANNO TERTIO

GEORGIL V REGIS.

Act No. , 1912.

An Act to preseribe standards of illuminating power, purity,
and pressure for gas; to regulate the price of gas; to
regulate companies, corpordtions, firms, and persons
supplying gas, and particularly with regard to dividends,
reserves, funds, accounts, and the issue of shares: and for
purposes consequent thereon or incidental thereto.

E%i it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by an1 witl:
&Y the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative
Assembly of New Soath Wales in Parl'ament assembled, and by the
anthority of tiie same as follows :—

5 L reliminary.

1. This Aet may be ci‘ed as the ¢ Gas Act, 1912.” Short titleg
T0—A. 2.
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2. In this Act, unless the context requires another meaning,— Definitions.
“ (Gas company >’ means any company, corporation, firm, or person
supplying any gas for lighting, heating, motive power, or
other purpose, and disposing of the same for profit, but does
5 not include a local authority.
« Gasworks ” means works of a gas company, and the works
connected therewith.
« Local authority  means council of a municipality or shire.
“Qriginal capital” means all moneys subscribed by the shave-
10 holders of a gas company as share capital in such company
prior to the passing of this Aet, but does not include premiuin,
capital, or reserves.

Application of Act..
3. This Act applies to all gas companies which do at the Application of Act.
15 commencement of this Act, or may at any time thereafter, supply gas: Schedule One.
Provided that clauses fifteen to twenty-one inclusive shall not apply to
any company until it has been included in Schedule One to this Act, or
any addition to that Schedule.

Testing of gas.

20 4. (1) The quality of the gas supplied by a gas company Illuminating power
shall, with respect to its illuminating power, be such as to produce at AUt pusity o gee.
a testing-place provided in conformity with this Act, when burned at
the rate of five cubic feet per hour, a light equal in intensity to the
light produced by fifteen sperm candles of six to the pound, each
95 consuming one hundred and twenty grains of sperm per hour, and in
making the test, two candles shall be used together.
“Such gas with respect to its heating power shall be not less
than five-hundred British thermal units.
Such gas shall, as to its purity, not exhibit any trace of
30 sulphuretted hydrogen, when tested in accordance with this Act, and
the standard of purity shall be as prescribed in Schedule Two hereto,
which may be amended from time fo time by proclamation in the
Government Gazette. 4
(2) The apparatus to be used for testing, and the method Schedule Three.
350f testing the illuminating power of the gas, and the presence of
sulphuretted hydrogen in the gas, shall be as prescribed in Schedule
Three to this Act.
(8) A gas company shall provide testing-places, at places
approved.by the Minister, and all the apparatus required by this Act,
40for the testing of its gas, and shall at all times keep the same in
proper order and repair.
(4) The method of testing shall be as prescribed by Schedule Four.
Schedule Four to this Act, which may be amended from time to time
by proclamation in the Government Gazette. 5.

Schedule Two.
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5. If on any day the gas supplied by any gas company at any Penalty for defect in
testing-place is of less illuminating power than as above preseribed, the HDSR BTN X
company shall be liable to penaltics as follows :—

Tor the first half of a candle of defective power, not exceeding
b forty shillings. :
For the first and every subsequent candle of defective power, not
less than twenty-five pounds and not exceeding one hundred
pounds :

Provided that where one penalty is imposed in respect of

10 defective illuminating powerin the gassupplied by the company at one

testing-place on any day, no further penalty may be imposed in respect

of defective illuminating power in the gas supplied by the company

at any other testing-place on the same day.

G. If on any day the gas supplied by a gas company at any penalty for defect

15 testing-place is of less purity than it ought to be, the company shall in purity.

be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds for each occasion on

which it is so in default :

Provided that where one penalty is imposed in respect of excess

of impurity in the gas supplied by the company at one testing-place

20 on any day, no further penalty may be imposed in respect of excess
impurity in the gas as supplied by the company at any other testing-
place on the same day :

Provided also that the average of the testings made at such
testing-place on that day, and on the preceding and on the following

25 day shall be deemed to represent the purity of such gas on such day
at such testing-place.
Pressure of gas. .

7. (1) All gas supplied by a gas company to any consumer of Pressure of gas.
gas shall, except in case of accident, be supplied at such pressure as

30 to balance from midnight to sunset a column of water not less than
six-tenths of an inch in height, and to balance from sunset to midnight
a column of water not less than one inch in height at the main or as
near as may be to the junction therewith of the service pipe supplying
the consumer.

35 (2) Any gas examiner may at a testing-place, or at any
public lamp, as and when he thinks fit, test the pressure at which the
gas is supplied. The gas company shall afford to the examiner all
reasonable facilities for making the test.

Tor the purpose of the test the examiner shall connect a self-

40 registering pressure gauge to the lamp-cock by a flexible or other
suitable pipe, which shall be gas-tight, and such pressure gauge shall
be as nearly as practicable at the same level, as the lamp-cock.

8. No meter shall be used or issued for use by a gas company Testing of meters.
until it has been first tested and stamped by a Government examiner

45 in accordance with the regulations published in pursuance of this Act.

9.
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9. The Governor may cause to be published in the Govern- Regulations.
ment Gazette regulations providing for the testing, stamping, and
examination of meters, the registration by and regulation of meters,
and any matters incidental thereto.

5 10. If at any time during any period between midnight and Peaalty for defect
sunset, or during any period between sunset and midnight, the gas ™"
supplied by a gas company is supplied at a pressure less than that
above-prescribed, the company shall in each case be liable to a penalty
not exceeding ten pounds.

10 Provided that where a penalty is imposed in rvespect of
insufficiency of pressure in the gas supplied by the company during
any period of twenty-four hours, no further penalty may be imposed
in respect of insufficiency of pressure in the gas supplied by the
company during the same period.

15 Saving as to penalties.

11. No penalty shall be incurred by a gas company for defeet Saving as to
of illuminating power, excess of impurity in the gas supplied by such Pe@ities:
company, or insufficiency of pressure, in any case in respect of which
it is proved that such defect or excess or insufficiency was produced by

20 any circumstance beyond the control of the company : Provided that
the want of sufficient funds shall not be held to be a circumstance
beyond the control of the company.

Gas examiners.
12, The Governor may appoint competent and impartial Appointment of
25 persons to be gas examiners. %Z;tﬁfg'{f;f’;’{j’nf_nd
Such examiners may at any reasonable hours test the illumin-
ating power, purity, and pressure of the gas supplied by any gas
company, and for that purpose may enter any land or premises of any
such company.
=0 Such company may, if it thinks fit, on each occasion of
such testing, be represented by some person appointed by it, but such
person shall not interfere in the testing.
Any such tests shall be made in accordance with the provisions
of this Act.
35 13. A gas examiner shall, on the day immediately following greport of sedtling,
that on which the testing has been conducted, make and deliver a
report to be filed in the office of the Minister of the results of his
testing, and deliver a copy of such report to the gas company.
14. A gas company and its officers and servants shall give to Facilities to be
40 a gas examiner and to his assistants access to the testing-place, and aforced gos
shall attend all facilities for the proper execution of this Act. ‘ '
If any such company or any such officer or servant fails to
comply with the provisions of this section, it or he shall be liable to a
penalty not exceeding ten pounds. Standard
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Standard rate of dividend.

15. Except as by this Act provided, the profits of any gas Standard rate of
company to be divided among the holders of its share capital or dividend.
stock in any year shall not exceed the following rate (which is in this
Act referred to as the standard rate of dividend), that is to say, on
the original capital of the company at the rate of ten pounds in
respect of every one hundred pounds actually paid up of such capital,
and on the additional capital to be raised after the passing of this
Act the rate of seven pounds in respect of every one hundred
10 pounds actually paid up of such capital as shall be issued as ordinary

capital and the rate of five pounds in respect of every one hundred
pounds actually paid up of such capital as shall” be issued as
preference capital.

g4

Special purposes fund.

15 16. (i) The directors of a gas company may, if they think fit, Special purposes
In any year appropriate out of the revenue of the company, as part of fund:
the expenditure on revenue account, any sum not exceeding an amount
equal to one per centum of the paid-up capital of the company,
exclusive of premiums, to a fund to be called *the special purposes
20 fund.”

(2) The special purposes fund shall be applicable only Application of the
to meet such charges as are certified to by a chartered accountant or fnd:
incorporated accountant being the auditor of the company, and by such
person as may be appointed for that purpose by the Minister, as being—

(a) expenses incurred by reason of accidents, strikes, or circum-
stances which due care and management could not have
prevented ; or

(b) expenses incurred in the replacement or removal of plant or
works, other than expenses requisite for maintenance and

30 renewal of plant and works, and for contributions towards a
superannuation fund for employees.

(3) The maximum amount standing to the credit of the Maximum amount of
special purposes fund shall not at any time exceed an amount equal fnd:
to one-tenth part of the paid-up capital of the company exclusive of

35 premiums.

25

(4) The moneys forming the special purposes fund, or any Investment of fund.
portion thereof, may be invested in securities in which directors of the
company are authorised by law to invest, or may be applied for the
general purposes of the company to which capital is properly
40 applicable, or may be used partly in one way or partly in the other.
(5) Resort may from time to time be had to the special Savings.
purposes fund, notwithstanding that the sum standing to the credit of
the fund is, for the time being, less than the maximum allowed by
this section. Reserve
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Reserve fund.

1'7. When in any year the rate of dividend that may be paid Rescrve fund.
on the ordinary share capital or stock of a gas company exceeds the
standard rate, by reason of the price charged by the company for gas

5in such year being below the standard price as provided in section
twenty-one, then, out of the amount of the divisible profits of the
company applicable to the payment of such excess of dividends, the
directors of the company may in such year set apart such sum as they
think fit by way of a reserve fund.

10 The total amount paid in any year by way of such excess
dividend and the amount so set apart in such year to the reserve fund
shall not when taken together exceed the total amount permitted to
be paid by way of excess dividend under section twenty-one.

When the amount at credit of the reserve fund equals or exceeds

15 ten per centum of the paid-up capitai of the company no sum shall be
set apart under this section for suzeh fund until the amount at credit
of the fund falls below such ten per centum. '

All sums (if any) so set apart and any reserve or other fund of
a similar character of the company existing at the commencement of

20 this Act may be invested in Government or other securities not
connected with the business of the company, and the dividends and
interest arising from such securities may also be invested in the same
or the like securities in order that the same may accumulate at
compound interest.

25 The fund so formed shall be called “the reserve fund.” It
shall be applicable as hereinafter provided, to the payment of dividend
in any year in which the clear profits of the company are insufficient
to enable the company in such year to pay the standard rate, and for
no other purpose.

30 Save as by this section specially provided, no sum shall in any
year be carried by the company to any reserve fund :

18. If in any one year the profits of the company divisible Payment of
amongst the sharcholders do not amount to the standard rate, such g dividends out of
sum may be taken from the reserve fund as with the actual divisible

85 profits of such year will enable the company to pay a dividend of the
amount aforesaid, and so from time to time as often as the occasion
requires.

Divisible profits account.

19. If the clear profits of the company in any year amount to Divisible profits
40 a larger sum than is sufficient to pay the authorised dividend on the account.
share capital of the company, the excess shall be placed to the credit
of an account to be called the divisible profits account; and not more
than twenty per centum of the amount placed to the credit of such

account in any year may be retained and carried forward to the credit
of
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of the divisible profits account of the following year, and the remainder,
being not less than eighty per centum, shall be applied to the reduction
of the price of gasand the paymentof a dividend as provided in section
twenty-one.

5 Distribulion of profits.

20. The profits of the company shall not be utilised in any
other way than to provide for a special purposes fund, a reserve fund,
and a divisible profits account as hereinbefore provided, and for the
purposes mentioned in section twenty-one. Any company paying

10 moneys from profits into any other account shall be liable on conviction
to a penalty of one hundred pounds, and a further penalty of fifty
pounds for every day on which, after such conviction, such moneys are
retained in any such account.

Stiding scale.

15 21. Notwithstanding anything contained in any Act or any
memorandum or articles of association, the standard price to be charged
by a gas company for gas supplied by it to private consumers by meter
shall be at the rate set out in Schedule One hereto :

Provided that the company shall reduce the price so charged

20 by them for gas, below the standard price, in proportion to any
increase beyond the standard rate in the dividend payable by the
company on the paid-up capital of the company, as follows :—

In respect of any year during the whole of which the price
charged by the company has been one penny or more below

25 the standard price, the dividend payable by the company

may, in respect of each penny by which the standard price
has been reduced, be increased above the standard rates of
dividend by five shillings on every one hundred pounds of
paid-up capital, and so in proportion for any fraction of one

30 hundred pounds.

Where a reduction in the price of gas is made by the company for
six months only of any year, the dividend payable by the
company for such year may, in respect of cach peany of such
reduction, be increased by two shillings and sixpence on every

35 one hundred pounds of paid-up capital, and so in proportion

for any fraction of one hundred pounds.

Issue of additional shares.
22, Notwithstanding the provisions of any Aect, or of any
memorandum, or article of association relating to a gas company, the
40 issue after the commencement of this Act of any shares in such
company shall be subject to the following provisions :—
(a) All shares so to be issued shall be offered for sale by public
auction or tender.

(b)

Distribution of
profits.

Standard price o
gas.

Schedule One.

Issue of additional
shares.
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(b) Notice of the intended sale shall be given to the Minister at
least twenty-eight days before the day of auction on the last
day for the reception of tenders, as the case may be, and shall
also be advertised once in each of two consecutive weeks in
one or more daily newspapers published in Sydney.

(¢) A reserve price shall be fixed, and notice thereof shall be sent
by the company in a sealed letter, to be received by the
Minister not less than twenty-four hours before, but not to
be opened until after the day of auction, or last day for the
receipt of tenders, as the case may be.

(d) No lot offered for sale shall comprise shares of greater nominal
value than one hundred pounds.

(e) In the case of a sale by tender no reference shall be given to
one of two or more persons tendering the same sum. In the
case of a sale by auction a bid shall not be recognised unless
it is in advance of the last preceding bid.

(f) Tt shall be one of the conditions of sale that the total sum
payable by the purchaser shall be paid to the company
within three months after the date of the auction or of the
acceptance of the tender, as the case may be.

(g) Any shares or stock which have been so offered for sale and
are not sold may be offered at the reserve price to the holders
of ordinary and preference shares or stock of the company,
and to the employees of the company, and to the consumers
of gas supplied by the company, in such proportions as the
company may think fit, or to one or more of these classes of
persons only :  Provided, in the case of an offer to holders of
shares or stock, that if the aggregate amount of shares or
stock applied for exceeds the aggregate amount so offered as
aforesaid, the same shall be allotted to and distributed
amongst the applicants as nearly as may be in proportion to
the amounts applied for by them respectively.

(h) Any shares or stock which may have been offered for sale
in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section,
and are not sold, shall be again offered for sale by public
auction or by tender in accordance with the provisions of
this section; and any such shares or stock then remaining
unsold may be otherwise disposed of at such price and in
such manner as the directors of the company may determine
for the purpose of realising the best price obtainable.

(i) As soon as possible after the conclusion of the sale or sales
the company shall send a report thereof to the Minister,
stating the total amount of the respective shares or stock
sold, the total amount obtained as premium (if any), and
the highest and lowest prices obtained for the respective
shares or stock. )
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(J) The amount of premium shall be placed to the special
purpose fund and shall in all cases be treated as non-
dividend bearing.

Accounts and audit.

5% 23. Lvery gas company shall cause to be filled up and Annual statement
forwarded to the Minister, on or before the thirty-first day of March °f accounts.
in each year, an annual statement of accounts, made up to the thirty-
first day of December then next preceding, as near as may be in the
form, and containing the particulars specified in regulations under
10 this Act. :
The company shall keep copies of such annual statement at
its office, and sell the same to any applicant at a price not exceeding
one shilling for each copy.
If any such company makes default in complying with the
15 provisions of this section, it shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
two pounds for each day during which such default continues.

24. (1) The Auditor-General, at the request of the Minister, Examination and
shall, and the Minister may on his own initiative, or at the request of audit of accounts.
not less than twelve users of the gas of any gas company, cause the

20 Auditor-General to examine and audit, or cause any officer of the
public service appointed by him in that behalf to examine and audit
the accounts of such gas company, and for the purposes of such audit
examine any books and documents relating to such accounts.

(2) If any person obstructs the Auditor-General, or any

25 officer appointed by him, in the exercise of his powers or the
performance of his duties under this section, or without lawful cxcuse
refuses to produce any book, account, document, writing, paper, or
instrument in his possession or under his control, or to answer any
question asked by the Auditor-General or such officer for the purpose

30 of the exercise of such powers or performance of such duties, he shall
be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds,
and if any person, after conviction for any such offence, still refuses
to produce any such book, account, document, writing, paper, or
instrument, or to answer any such question, he shall be liable to a

35 further penalty not exceeding twenty pounds for every day during
which such default continues.

Where company ceases to supply gas.

25, Where the Minister certifies to the Governor that it has Power of Governor
been proved to his satisfaction that a gas company has ceased to supply Egnc];g};g{lv the
40 or has suspended the supply of gas, it shall be lawful for the Governor, business of a gas

by his officers and servants, to take possession temporarily of the land “™Py-
and premises of such company, and all machinery, plant, utensils, and
materials used by it in the production and supply of gas, and the

manufacture of by-products. The
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The Governor shall thereupon appoint a manager, who shall
carry on the business of the company, and for that purpose shall have
the powers of the company and of its directors and manager.

The manager so appointed shall keep accounts of all moneys

b expended and received by him in carrying on such business, and shall
from time to time pay over to a person appointed in that behalf by .
the directors of the company the profits of such business as appearing
from such accounts.

The Governor shall, when he thinks fit, remove the manager

10 and cause the company to be placed in possession of its property and
business, and all matters of account to be adjusted with and all just
payments to be made to the company.

—

General and supplemental.

26. Any Schedule to this Act may be revoked, amended or Amendment of
15 added to, or a new Schedule in lien thereof may be framed by the R
Governor, on resolutions being passed by both Houses of Parliament
authorising the same; and any Schedule so amended or added to, or
any such new Schedule, shall be a Schedule to this Act.
27. The Governor may make regulations for carrying out the Regulations.
20 provisions of this Act, and may in such regulations impose a penalty
not exceeding fifty pounds for any contravention thereof. Such

. p . . FY
regulations shall be published in the Gazette and laid before both
Houses of Parliament without delay. .
28. Any penalties under this Aet, or the regulations penalties.
25 thereunder, may be imposed and recovered by or before a stipendiary .

or police magistrate, or any two justices in petty sessions.

29. (1) A gas company shall, upon being required so to do Cost of pipes to be
by the owner or occupier of any premises situate within twenty-five ﬂfﬁ;‘gﬁ:lyba{lgf"mer
yards from any main of such company, give and continue to give a of premises.

30 supply of gas for such premises, and furnish and lay any pipe that
may be necessary for such purpose: Provided that the cost of so much
of any pipe for the supply of gas to any owner or occupier as may be
laid upon the property of such owner, or in the possession of such
occupier, shall be defrayed by such owner or occupicr.

35 (2) Every owner or occupier of premises requiring a Thirty days’notice
supply of gas shall serve a notice upon the Gas Company at the office, e o
specifying the premises in respect of which such supply is required, gs.
and the day, not being earlier than thirty days, upon which supply
15 required to commence, and shall, if required by such company so to

40 do, enter into a written contract with such company to continue to
receive and pay for a supply of gas for a period of at least twelve
months, and give to the company, if required by it to do so, security

for
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for the payment to them of all moneys which may become due to them
by such owner or oceupier in respeet of any pipe to be laid upon the
property of such owner or in the possession of such occupier.
Whenever the company neglect or refuse to give a supply of
5 gas to any owner or occupier of premises, under such pressure as is
prescribed, they shall be liable to a penalty mot exceeding forty
shillings for each day during which such default continues.

Y

SCHEDULES.

SCHEDULE ONE.

10 Qas Companies to which this Act applies.
Standard price of gas
Company. per 1,000 cubic feet.
s d.
. Australian Gaslight Company 3 3
North Shore Gas Company... 3 3
15 The City of Newcastle Gas and Coke Company, Limited 3 3

>
SCHEDULE TWO.
&
; Standard of purity.
Such gas shall contain—
” No hydrogen sulphide.
20 Ammonia (not more than 2} grains per 100 cubic feet).
¥ | ] 7 )
' SCHEDULE THREE.

Testing of illuminating power.

1. The apparatus for testing the illuminating power of the gas shall consist of the
improved form of Bunsen’s photometer, known as Letheby’s open 60-inch photometer, or
Evan’s enclosed 100-inch photometer, together with a proper meter, minute eclock,
governor, pressure gauge, and balance.

The burner to be used for testing the gas shall be such as shail be prescribed.

The candles used for testing the gas sball be sperm candles of six to the pound,
and two candles shall be used together.

0 2. The apparatus for testing the presence in the gas of sulphuretted hydrogen.—
A glass vessel containing a strip of bibulous paper moistened with a solution of acetate
of lead, containing sixty grains of crystallized acetate of Jead dissolved in one fluid ounce
of water.

SCHEDULE




Act No. , 1912.

Gas.

SCHEDULE FOUR.
Method of testing.

1. Mode of testing for illuminating power.

The gas in the photometer is to be lighted at least fifteen minutes before the
5 testings begin, and: it is to be kept continuously burning from the beginning to the end
of the tests.

Each testing shall include the observations of the photometer made at intervals
of a minute. The consumption of the gas is to be carefully adjusted to five cubic feet
per hour. *

10 The candles are to be lighted at least ten minutes before beginning each testing
so as to arrive at their normal rate of burning which is shown when the wick is slightly
bent and the tip glowing. The standard rate of consumption for the candles shall be
one hundred and twenty grains each per hour. Before and after making each set of ten
observations of the photometer, the gas examiner shall weigh the caudles, and if the

15 combustion shall have been more or less per candle than one hundred and twenty grains
per hour, he shall make and record the calculations requisite to neutralise the effects
of the difference. The average of each set of ten observations is to be taken as
representing the illuminating powers of that testing. )

2. Mode of testing for sulphuretted hydrogen.

20 The gas shall be passed through the glass vessel comprising the strip of bibulous
paper moistened with the solution of acetate of lead for a period of three minutes, cr
such longer pericd as may be prescribed, and if any discolouration of the test paper is
=] R ) v ., I I
found to have taken place, this is to be held conclusive as to the presence of sulphuretted
: J I
hydrogen in the gas.

Sydney: William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1912.
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