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Act No. 31, 1899.

An Act to amend the law relating to Friendly Societies ; and
for other purposes. [Assented to, 5th December, 1899.]

THE it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative
Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows :—

The registry office.

1. (1) There shall be a Registrar of Friendly Societies The registry-office
appointed by the Governor, subject to the provisions of the Public a0 e B
Service Act of 1895, and every Registrar shall be appointed by, and
shall hold his office during the pleasure of, the Governor.

(2) The office of the Registrar of Friendly Societies may,
with the approval of the Governor, have attached to it such assistants
skilled in the business of an actuary and an accountant as may be
required for discharging the duties imposed on the office by this Act.
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2. The office of the Registrar shall, with the approval of the
Governor—

(@) prepare and cause to be circulated, for the use of societies,
model forms of accounts, balance-sheets, and valuations ; and

(0) collect from the returns under this Aect and from other
sources, and publish and circulate, either generally or in any
particular district, or otherwise make known, such informa-
tion on the subject of the statistics of life and sickness and
the application thereof to the business of friendly societies,
and such particulars of their returns and valuations, and such
other information useful to the members of or to persons
interested in socicties registered or capable of being registered
under this Act as the Registrar may think fit ; and

(¢) cause to be constructed and published tables for the payment
of sums of money on death, in sickness, or old age, or on any
other contingency forming the subject of an assurance
authorised under this Act which may appear to be calculable :
Provided that the adoption of any one or more of these tables
by a society shall be optional.

3. The Colonial Treasurer shall, out of money to be provided
by Parliament, pay to the Registrar such salary or other remuneration,
and such sums of money for defraying the expenses of office rent,
salaries of assistants, clerks, and servants, remuneration for actuaries,
accountants, and inspectors, computation of tables, publication of
documents, diffusion of information, expenses of prosecutions, travelling
expenses and other allowances of the Registrar, and other expenses
which may be incurred for carrying out the purposes of this Act as the
Governor may allow.

4. The Registrar shall every year make a report of his pro-
ceedings and of the principal matters transacted by him, and of the
valuations returned to or caused to he made by the Registrar during
the year preceding, and that report shall be laid before Parliament.

6. All documents by this Act required to be sent to the
Registrar shall be deposited with the rules of the societies to which the
documents respectively relate, and shall be registered or recorded by
the Registrar, with such observations thereon, if any, as the Registrar
may direct.

Registry of societies.

6. The following friendly societies may be registered under this
Act:—
(1) Societies for the purpose of providing by subscriptions of the
members thereof, with or without the aid of donations, for—
(@) the relief or maintenance of the members, their husbands,
wives, children, fathers, mothers, brothers, or sisters,
nephews
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nephews or nieces, or wards being orphans, during sickness
or other infirmity, whether bodily or mental, in old age
(which shall mean any age after fifty) or in widowhood, or
for the relief or maintenance of the orphan children of
members during minority ; or

(b)) medical attendance for and the dispensing of medicines to
the members, their husbands, wives, childven, fathers,
mothers, brothers or sisters, nephews or nicces, or wards
being orphans;

(¢) insuring money to be paid on the birth of a member’s child,
or on the death of a member, or for the funeral expenses
of the hushand, wife, or child of a member, or of the widow
of a deceased member, or, as respects persons of the Jewish
persuasion, for the payment of a sum of money during the
period of confined mourning; or

(d) the relief or maintenance of the members when on travel in
search of employment, or when in distressed circumstances,
or in case of shipwreck, or loss or damage of or to boats or
nets; or

(¢) the endowment of members or nominees of members at any
age; or

(/) the insurance against fire, to any amount not exceeding
fifteen pounds, of the tools or implements of the trade or
calling of the members.

(2) Societies for any purpose of mutual benefit and advantage
to the members only, and not being within the purposes
mentioned in Parts 1V and V of the Friendly Societies Act
of 1873, which the Governor may authorise as a purpose
to which the provisions of this Act, or such of them as are
specified in the authority, ought to be extended : Provided
that where any provisions of this Act are so specified, those
provisions only shall be so extended.

7. (1) A society shall not be registered under this Act uniess it Conditions of

consists of seven persons at least. Fe.

(2) For the purpose of registry there shall be sent to the
Registrar an application to register the society, signed by seven
members and the secretary, and copies of the rules, together with a
list of the names of the seeretary and of every trustee or other officer
intended to be authorised to sue or be sued on behalf of the society.

(3) The rules of the society so sent shall contain provisions
in respect of the several matters mentioned in the First Schedule to
this Act.

(4) If the list is signed by the secretary and every trustee
and other officer named therein, it shall, on the registry of the society,
be evidence that the persons so named have been duly appointed.

.
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Name of scciety. 8. A society shall not be registered under a name identical
with that under which any other existing society is registered, or so
nearly resembling that name as to he likely, or in the opinion of the
Registrar likely, to deceive the members or the public as to its nature
or its identity.

Acknowledgment 9. The Registrar, on being satisfied that a society has complied

it gt with the provisions of this Act as to registry, shall issue to that
society an acknowledgment of registry specifying the designation of
the society and, if the society has branches, the designations of those
branches, and this acknowledgment shall be conclusive evidence that
the society therein mentioned is duly registered, unless it is proved
that the registry of the society has been suspended or cancelled.

Appea’s from 5 efusal 10. From a refusal to register a society, an appeal shall lie to
i the Supreme Court, and if the refusal to register is overruled on appeal,
the Registrar shall give an acknowledgment of registry to the society.

Registry of amend- 11. (1) An amendment of a rule made by a registered society

ments of rules. o hranch of such society shall not be valid until the amendment has
been registered under this Act, for which purpose copies of the
amendment, signed by three members and the secretary, shall be sent
to the Registrar.

(2) The Registrar shall, on being satisfied that any amend-
ment of a rule is not contrary to the provisions of this Act, issue to the
society an acknowledgment of registry of the amendment, and that
acknowledgment shall be conclusive evidence that the amendment is
duly registered.

(3) The provisions of this Act as to appeal from a refusal
to register a society shall apply to a refusal to register an amendment
of a rule. :

Certain societics 12. A society assuring to any member thereof a certain annuity

f('.z{;’t',‘;]fd 5 or certain superannuation, deferred or immediate, or any sum or sums
payable as endowment or in case of sickness or death or in pursuance
of ‘any other object authorised by this Act, which is susceptible of
caleulation by way of average shall not be entitled to registry unless
the tables of contributions payable for such kind of assurance certified
under the hand of an actuary who has exercised his profession for at
least five years are transmitted to the Registrar, together with the
copies of the rules aforesaid.

Societies with branches.

Re gistry of sccieties 18. Where a society has branches, the application for registry
R shall be accompanied with—
() a list of all the branches, and notice of the place where the
registered office of each branch is situate ; and

()
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(9) if any branch is to have trustees or officers authorised to sue
¢ and be sued on its behalf other than the trustees or officers
authorised to sue and be sued on behalf of the society, a list of
the names of all such trustees or officers, distinguishing the
branches for which they are authorised to sue and be sued; and
. (¢) if the rules of all the branches (in this Act called branch rules)
are or are intended to be identical, a statement to that effect,
and copies of those rules; and
(d) if the branch rules are not or are not intended to be identical,
a statement to that effect, and copies of all branch rules.
14. (1) There shall be sent under the hand of the secretary of Establisiment of
a registered society to the Registrar sk
(@) notice of the establishment of every new branch of the society;
and
(b) notice of the place where the registered office of the branch
is situate ; and
(¢) if the branch is to have trustees or officers authorised to sue
and be sued on its behalf other than the trustees or officers
authorised to sue and be sued on behalf of the society, a list
of the names of such trustees or officers; and
(d) a statement whether or not the rules of the branch are
identical with those of the other branches of the society, and,
if not so, a copy of the rules of the branch.
(2) Where the rules of the new branch are not identical
with the other branches of the society, the society shall not be entitled
to any of the privileges of this Act in respect of that branch until that
branch has been duly registered. .
(3) The Registrar shall, on being satisfied that the establish-
ment of the new branch and that the rules thereof are not contrary to
the provisions of this Act, register the rules and issue to the society an
acknowledgment of the establishment of the branch and an acknow-
ledgment of the registry of the rules, and those acknowledgments
shall respectively be conclusive evidence that the branch is established
and that the rules had been duly registered.
15. The provisions of this Act as to appeal from a refusal to Application of pre-
register a society shall apply to a refusal to acknowledge the establish- et e e
. ment of a new branch or to register the rules of a new branch.

16. (1) A branch of a society shall not be registered as a society Requisites for
except on production to the Registrar of a certificate, under the hand [ of bravehes
of the secretary or other principal officer of the society of which it was

. a branch, that the body has wholly seceded or has been expelled from
the society.

(2) An appeal shall lie to the Supreme Court from the
refusal of the secretary or other principal officer of the society, or his
omission after three months from the receipt of a request in writing
made on behalf of the body to grant a certificate. 17.
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17. A Dbody which, having been a branch of a society, has
wholly seceded or been expelled from that society shall not thereafter
use the name of that society or any name implying that it is a branch
thereof, or the number by which it was designated as such branch.

18. (1) A registered society or branch may contribute to the
funds and take part, by delegates or otherwise, in the government of
any other registered society or branch of a society, as provided in the
rules of that first-named society or branch, without becoming a branch
under this Act of that other society or branch.

(2) A registered society or branch thereof shall not with-
draw from contributing to the funds of any medical society except on
three month’s notice to the society and on payment of all contributions
acerued or aceruing due to the date of the expiration of the notice.

Consequence of registry.

19. An action may be brought in any court of competent juris-
diction to recover any sum not exceeding the amount of six months’
subscription due by any person being or having been a member of a
registered society or branch who has received three months’ notice to
pay the same: Provided that a member of a friendly society may
resign from such society at any time, and shall only be liable to be
sued under the provisions of this Act for arrears of subseription up to the
date of such resignation, but save as aforesaid or as otherwise expressly
provided in this Act, no action shall he brought to recover any subsecrip-
tion or other moneys payable by any such person as aforesaid.

20. (1) Every registered society and branch shall have a
registered office to which all communications and notices may be
addressed, and shall send to the Registrar notice of the situation of
that office, and of every change therein.

(2) In the case of a branch, the notice shall be sent to the
Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf by the society of
which the branch forms part.

21. The Registrar shail have authority under this Act should
it appear to him to he necessary in connection with the annual returns
or with the valuation of the assets and liabilities of any friendly
scciety, or on the request of the trustees of any society or of a
branch thereof, to require the production of the books of the society or
branch for inspection and examination by himself or any other person
duly authorised under his hand; and the Registrar shall also be
authorised at his diseretion to obtain from any bank in which the
funds of any friendly society or of a branch thereof are deposited or
invested a statement of the amount of such deposit,

22. (1) Every registered society and branch shall have three or
more {rustees.

(2)
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(2) The trustees shall be appointed at a meeting of the
society or branch, and by a resolution of a majority of the members
present and entitled to vote thereat.

(3) The society or branch shall send to the Registrar a
copy of every resolution appointing trustees, signed by each of the
trustees so appointed and by the secretary and three members of the
society or branch.

(4) The same person shall not be secretary or treasurer of
a registered society or branch and a trustee of that society or branch.

(5) In the case of a branch the copy of the resolution shall
be sent to the Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf by
the society of which the branch forms part.

28. (1) Every registered society and branch shall once at least Audit.
in every year submit its accounts for audit either to one of the
auditors appointed as in this Act mentioned or to two or more persons
appointed as the rules of the society or branch provide, which auditors
shall have access to all the books, papers, deeds, documents, and
accounts of the society or branch, and shall examine the general
statement of the receipts and expenditure, funds, and effects of the
society or branch, and verify the same with the accounts and vouchers
relating thereto, and by examining the securities held by the society
or branch, and shall either sign the same as found by them to be
correct, duly vouched and in accordance with the law, or specially
report to the society or branch in what respects they find it incorrect,
unvouched, or not in accordance with law, and shall accompany such
report by a balance-sheet signed by them giving a correct statement
of the financial position of the society or branch and of each of its
funds.

(2) The auditors shall also examine the annual return
mentioned in this Act, and verify the annual return with the accounts
and vouchers relating thereto; and shall either sign the annual return
as found by them to be correct, duly vouched, and in accordance with
law, or specially report to the society or branch in what respects they
find it incorrect, unvouched, or not in accordance with law.

24. (1) Every registered society and branch shall once in every Annual returns.
year, not later than the thirty-first day of May, send to the Registrar
a return (in this Act called the annual return) of the receipts and
expenditure, funds, and effects of the society or branch as audited.

(2) The annual return must—

(@) show separately the expenditure in respect of the several
objects of the society or branch ; and

(6) show a return containing a list of the members of such society
or branch, together with the age of each, and the periods of
sickness, deaths, and other contingencies in respect of which
benefits are given by the society or branch experienced by

the
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the society or branch during the year ending the thirty-first
of December then last, specifying the members in respeet of
whom such sickness, deaths, or contingencies have been
experienced, and such other information as the Registrar
with the approval of the Governor may from time to time
prescribe, and

(¢) be made out to the thirty-first day of December then last
inclusively ; and

(d) state whether the audit has been conducted by an auditor
appointed as by this Act provided, and by whom, and, if by
persons other than such auditor, state the name, address,
and calling or profession of every such person, and the
manner in which, and the authority under which, he is
appointed.

(3) The society or branch shall, together with the annual
return, send a copy of any special report of the auditors.

(4) In the case of a branch the annual return shall be
sent to the Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf by
the society of which the branch forms part.

25. (1) Every registered society and branch shall, once at least
in every five years, send to the Registrar a return of the benefits
assured and contributions receivable from all the members of the
society or branch, and of all its funds and effects, debts and eredits,
accompanied by such evidence in support thereof as the Registrar
prescribes.

(2) The report must—

() be signed by the auditors ; and

(b) state the address and calling or profession of the auditors ;
and

(¢) contain an abstract to be made by the auditors of the results
of their audit, together with a statement containing such
information with respect to the benefits assured and the
contributions receivable by the society or branch, and of its
funds and effects, debts and credits, as the Registrar may
require.

(3) On receipt of such return the Registrar shall cause
the assets and liabilities of the society or branch to be valued and
reported on by the actuary attached to the office of the Registrar,
and shall send to the society or branch a copy of the report and an
abstract of the results of the valuation.

(4) Provided that this section shall not apply to a society
authorised by the Governor under section six of this Act, or branch
of such society, unless it is so directed in the authority for registering
that society.

(5)
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(5) Provided also that the Registrar may, with the approval
of the Governor, dispense with the provisions of this section in respect
of societies or branches to whose purposes or to the nature of whose
operations he may deem those provisions inapplicable.

26. Every registered society and branch shall keep a copy of Copy of last blance-
the last annual balance-sheet, and of the last quinquennial valuation, e
together with any special report of the auditors, which shall be open
to the inspection of any member at all reasonable hours.

27. Tor the purpose of audits, the Governor, subject to the Remuneration of
provisions of the Public Service Act of 1893, may appoint auditors, "™
Valuations required to be made under this Act shall be made by an
actuary attached to the office of the Registrar, and no fees shall be
payable in respect of such audits or valuations.

28. (1) The rules of such societies authorised by the Governor Binding effect of
under subsection two of section six of this Act or branches thereof as Iy of oo -
the Governor may allow to take the benefit of this section, shall bind
the society or branch and the members thereof, and all persons claiming
through them respectively, to the same extent as if each member had
subseribed his name and affixed his seal thereto, and there were in the
rules contained a covenant on the part of himself, his heirs, executors,
and administrators, to conform to the rules subject to the provisions of
this Act.

(2) All sums of money payable by a member to such
society or branch as aforesaid shall be deemed to be a debt due from
the member to the society or branch, and shall be recoverable as such
in any court of competent jurisdiction.

Privileges of registered societies.
29. Stamp duty shall not be chargeable upon any of the Exemptions from
following documents :— R o
(a) Draft or order or receipt given by or to a registered society
or branch in respect of money payable by virtue of its rules
or of this Act.
(0) Letter or power-of-attorney granted by any person as trustee
for the transfer of any money of a registered society or
branch invested in his name in the public funds.
(¢) Bond given to or on account of a registered society or branch,
or by the treasurer or other officer thereof.
(d) Policy of insurance, or appointment or revocation of appoint-
ment of agent, or other document required or authorised by
this Aect, or by the rules of a registered society or branch.
(e) Agreement to which a society or branch is a contracting party.
80. (1) In any of the following cases, namely :— Transfer of stock
(A) Where a person being, or having been, a trustee of a registered 5'fas, " "™
society or branch, and whether appointed before or atter the
registry
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registry thereof, in whose name any funds belonging to the
society is standing, either jointly with another or others, or
solely—

(a) is absent from the Colony; or

(b) becomes bankrupt or files any petition, or executes any

deed for liquidation of his affairs by assignment or arrange-

ment, or for composition with his creditors ; or

(¢) becomes lunatic, or is dead ; or

(d) has been removed from his office of trustee.

() If it is unknown whether such person is living or dead,

the Registrar may, on application in writing from the secretary and
three members of the society or branch, and on proof satisfactory to
him, direct the transfer of the funds into the names of any other
persons as trustees for the society or branch.

(2) The transfer shall be made by the surviving or con-
tinuing trustees, or if there is no such trustee, or if the trustees refuse
or are unable to make the transfer, as the Registrar may direct.

31. (1) In the following cases, namely :—

(a) upon the death or bankruptey of any officer of a registered
society or branch having in his possession, by virtue of his
office, any money or property belonging to the society or
branch ; or

(b) if any execution, attachment, or other process is issued against
any such officer or against his property,

his executors or administrators, or trustee or assignee in bankruptey,
or the sheriff or other person executing the process, shall, upon
demand in writing of the trustees of the society or branch, or of any
two of them, or of any person authorised by the society or branch,
or by the committee thereof, to make the demand, pay the money,
and deliver over the property to the trustees of the society or branch in
preference to any other debt or claim against the estate of the officer.

(2) In this section the expression “bankruptey” shall
include liquidation of a debtor’s affairs by arrangement.

82. (1) The rules of aregistered society or branch may provide
for the admission of a person under twenty-one years of age but above
three years of age as a member.

(2) Any such member may, if he is over sixteen years of
age by himself, and if he is under that age, by his parent or guardian,
execute all instruments, and give all acquittances necessary to be
executed or given under the rules, but shall not be a member of the
committee, or a trustee, manager, or treasurer of the society or branch.

83. A registered socicty or branch may subseribe out of its
funds to any hospital, infirmary, charitable, or provident institution,
any annual or other sum which may be necessary to secure to members
of the society or branch and their families the benefits of the hospital,
infirmary, or other institution, according to its rules. Rights
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34. Every registered society and branch shall deliver to every Right to supply of
person on demand, on payment of a sum not exceeding one shilling, a copies of the rules.
copy of the rules of the society or branch.

36. Every registered society and branch shallsupply gratuitously, Right to supply
or produce for his inspection, to every member or person interested in ;’ftfl‘;’l‘“ Vel
its funds, on his application, either—
(a) a copy of the last annual return of the society or branch ; or
(b) a balance-sheet or other document duly audited containing <
the same particulars as to the receipts and expenditure,
funds, and effects of the society or branch as are contained
in the annual return. .

36. A member or person having an interest in the funds of a Inspection of books
registered society or branch may inspect the hooks at all reasonable PY members.
hours at the registered office of the society or branch, or at any place
where the books are kept, except that the member or person shall not,
unless he is an officer of the society or branch, or is specially authorised
by a resolution of the society or branch to do so, have the right to
inspect the loan account of any other member without the written
consent of that member.

87. (1) A member or person claiming through a member of a Limitation of
registered friendly society or branch, shall not be entitled to receive Penefits.
more than two hundred pounds hy way of gross sum, together with
any bonuses or additions declared upon assurances not exceeding that
amount, or (except as provided by this Act) fifty pounds a year by
way of annuity, or sick pay in excess of forty-two shillings per week
from any one or more such societies or branches.

(2) Any such society or branch may require a member or
person claiming through a member to make and sign a statutory
declaration that the total amount to which that member or person is
entitled from one or more such societies or branches does not exceed
the sums aforesaid.

38. The rules of a registered society or branch may provide for sk pogsan
accumulating at interest, for the use of any member, any surplus of jrpius of contribu-
his contributions to the funds of the society or branch which may
remain after providing for any assurance in respect of which they are

paid and for the withdrawal of the accumulations.

39. (1) A person shall not, by reason of his enrolment or service Persons in military
in the permanent or partially-paid or volunteer military or naval forces o maval forces.
of the Colony, lose or forfeit any interest in a society or branch,
which he possesses at the time of his being so enrolled or serving, or
be fined for absence from or non-attendance at any meeting of the
society or branch if his absence or non-attendance is occasioned by the

discharge
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discharge of his military or naval duty as certified by his commanding-
officer, any rules of the society or branch to the contrary notwith-
standing.

(2) A dispute between any such society or branch and
person by reason of that enrolment or service shall be decided by a
police or stipendiary magistrate or any two justices of the peace in
petty sessions.

(3) If the rules of a society or branch, certified before the
commencement of the Aet, and in force at the time of the enrolment or
service, provide that a member shall be deprived of any benefit by reason
of that enrolment or service, the society or branch may, during the
time those rules are in force, require of the member a contribution
exceeding the rate of contribution otherwise payable by him to an
amount not exceeding one tenth of that rate during the time the
member is serving out of the Colony, or may suspend all claim of the
member to any benefits assured by the society or branch, and all claim
of the society or branch to any contributions payable by the member,
during the time only he is serving out of the Colony, but so that if he
returns to the Colony he shall forthwith be replaced on the same
footing as before he went abroad on service.

Property, funds, and investments.

40. (1) The trustees of a registered society or branch may,
with the consent of the committee or of a majority of the members
present and entitled to vote in general meeting, invest the funds of the
society or branch, or any part thereof, to any amount in any of the
following ways :—

(«) in the Government Savings Bank, or in the Savings Bank of
New South Wales ; or

(6) in the public funds; or

(¢) in the purchase of land, or in the erection or alteration of
offices or other buildings thereon ; or

(d) upon any other security expressly directed by the rules of the
society or branch, not being personal security, except as in
this Act authorised with respect to a loan fund.

(2) The rules of a society with branches and of any branch
thereof may provide for the investment of funds of the society or of
that branch by the trustees of any branch, or by the trustees of the
society, and the consent required for any such investment shall be the
consent of the committee or of such majority as aforesaid of the society
or branch by whom the funds are invested.

41. Where any portion of the funds of a society or branch
have been invested upon mortgage of land, a receipt under the hands

of the trustees, countersigned by the secretary, in the form in the
Second
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Second Schedule hereto, if endorsed upon, or annexed to the mortgage
or other assurance, shall without reconveyance or resurrender vacate
the mortgage or assurance and vest the property therein comprised in
the person entitled to the equity of redemption of that property to the
uses and upon the trusts to or upon which the equity of redemption at
the date of such receipt stood limited.

13

42. A registered society may, out of any separate loan fund to Loans to members
out of separate loan

e formed by contributions or deposits of its members, make loans to
members on their personal security, with or without sureties, as may
be provided by the rules, subject to the following restrictions :—

(a) A loan shall not at any time be made out of money contributed
for the other purposes of the society ;

(b) a member shall not be capable of holding any interest in the
loan fund exceeding two hundred pounds;

(¢) a society shall not make any loan to a member on personal
sceurity beyond the amount fixed by the rules, or make any
loan which, together with any money owing by a member to
the society, exceeds fifty pounds;

(d) a society shall not hold at any one time on deposit from its
members any money as distinct from contributions beyond
the amount fixed by the rules, and the amount so fixed shall
not exceed two-thirds of the total sums owing to the society
by the members who have borrowed from the loan fund.

43, A registered society, or with the consent of the central Holding of land.

body, any branch of a society may (if the rules of the society so
provide), for the purpose of holding the meetings and transacting the
business of such society or branch, hold, purchase, or take on lease in
the names of the trustees for the time being of such society or branch
any land, and may build upon the same, and sell, exchange, mortgage,
or lease such land and buildings or dany part thereof, with power to
alter and pull down buildings and again rebuild thereon; and no
purchaser, assignee, mortgagee, or tenant shall be bound to inquire as
to the authority for any sale, exchange, mortgage, or lease by the
trustees, and the receipt of the trustees shall be a discharge for all
moneys arising from or in connection with such sale, exchange,
mortgage, or lease.

fund.

44. (1) All property belonging to a registered society, whether Vesting of property.

acquired before or after the society is registered, shall vest in the
trustees for the time being of the society, for the use and benefit of
the society and the members thereof, and of all persons claiming
through the members according to the rules of the society.

(2) The property of a branch of a society shall vest wholly
or partly in the trustees for the time being of that branch or of any
other branch of which that branch forms part (or, if the rules of the
society so provide, in the trustees for the time being of the society),

for




14

Devolution on death.

Description in legal
proceedings.

Security by officers,

Accounts of officers,

Act No. 31, 1899.

Friendly Societies.
for the use and benefit either of the members of any such branch
and persons claiming through those members, or of the members of
the society generally, and persons claiming through them, according
to the rules of the society.

(3) The trustees shall not be liable to make good any
deficiency in the funds of the society or branch, but shall be liable for
sums of money actually received by them respectively on account of
the society or branch.

45. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of a trustee of a
registered society or branch, the property vested in that trustee shall,
without conveyance or assignment, and whether the property is real
or personal, vest, as personal estate subject to the same trusts, in the
succeeding trustee of that society or branch either solely or together
with any surviving or continuing trustees, and, until the appoin{ment
of succeeding trustees, shall so vest in the surviving or continuing
trustees only, or in the executors or administrators of the last surviving
or continuing trustee, except that stocks and securities in the public
funds shall be transferred into the names of the succeeding trustees
either solely or jointly with any surviving or continuing trustees.

46. In all legal proceedings whatsoever concerning any property
vested in the trustees of a registered society or branch, the property
may be stated to be the property of the trustees in their proper names
as trustees for the society or branch without further deseription.

Officers in receipt or charge of money.

47. Every secretary and treasurer of a registered society or
branch shall, before taking office, give the security of a guarantee
society, in such sum as the society or branch directs, conditioned for
rendering a just and true account of all sums of money received and
paid by them, or either of them, on account of the society or branch at
such times as its rules appoint, or as the society or branch, or the
trustees or committee thereof, require them, or either of them, to do,
and for- the payment by them, or either of them, of all sums due from
them, or either of them, to the society or branch.

48. (1) Every officer of a registered society or branch having
receipt or charge of money, securities, hooks, papers, or other effects
shall, at such times as by the rules of the society or branch he should
render account, or upon demand made, or notice in writing given or
left at his last or usual place of residence, give in his account as may
be required by the society or branch, or by the trustees or committee
thereof, to be examined and allowed or disallowed by them, and shall,
on the like demand or notice, pay over ali sums of money and deliver
all property in his hands or custody to such person as the society or
branch, or the committee or the trustees, may appoint.

(2)
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(2) In case of any neglect or refusal to deliver the account,
or to pay over the sums of money, or to deliver the property in manner
aforesaid, the trustees or authorised officers of the society or branch
may sue upon the bond or security before mentioned, or may apply to
a court consisting of a police or stipendiary magistrate, or any two
justices of the peace in petty sessions, and the order of either such
court shall be final and conclusive.

Payments on death generally.

49. (1) A member of a registered society or branch thereof, not Power of member
being under the age of sixteen years, may, by writing under his hand 'p‘;;l;f,’ff < Ly
delivered at or sent to the registered office of the society or branch, or by nominafion.
made in a book kept at that office, nominate a person to whom any sum
of money payable by the society or branch on the death of that member,
not exceeding one hundred pounds, shall be paid at his decease.

(2) The sum of money payable by the society or branch on
the death of a member shall include sums of money contributed to or
deposited in the separate loan account, and the sums of money
accumulated for the use of the member under the provisions of this
Act with interest thereon.

(3) The person so nominated must not be an officer or
servant of the society or branch, unless that officer or servant is the
husband, wife, father, mother, child, brother, sister, nephew, or niece
of the nominator.

(4) A nomination so made may be revoked and varied by
any similar document under the hand of the nominator, delivered,
sent, or made as aforesaid.

(5) The marriage of a member of a society or branch shall
operate as a revoecation of any nomination theretofore made by that
member under this section.

60. (1) On receiving satisfactory proof of the death of a Proccedings on death
nominator the society or branch shall pay to the nominee the amount ® ® rominator
due to the deceased member, not exceeding the said sum of one
hundred pounds.

(2) The receipt of a nominee over sixteen years of age for
any amount so paid shall be valid.

51. (1) If any member of a registered society or branch Intestacy.
entitled from the funds thereof to a sum not exceeding one hundred
pounds dies intestate and without having made any nomination thereof
then subsisting, the society or branch may, without letters of adminis-
tration, distribute the sum among such persons as appear to a majority
of the trustees, upon such evidence, supported by statutory declaration,
as they may deem satisfactory, to be entitled by law to receive that sum.

(2)
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(2) If any such member is illegitimaie the trustees may
pay the sum of money which that member might have nominated to
or among the persons who, in the opinion of a majority of them,
would have been entitled thereto if that member had been legitimate,
or if there are no such persons the society or branch shall deal with
the money as the Governor may direct.

(3) In case of no claim to the amount due on account of a
deceased member being made by any nominee or next of kin, or other
such person as aforesaid, within six years from the death of the member,
the balance of the amounts due, after the payment of funeral expenses,
shall revert wholly to the funeral fund of the society or branch.

52. (1) A payment made by a registered society or branch
under the foregoing provisions of this Act with respect to payments
on death generally to the person who at the time appears to a majority
of the trustees to be entitled thereunder, shall be valid and effectual
against any demand made upon the trustees or the society or branch
by any other person, but the next of kin or lawful representative of
the deceased member shall have remedy for recovery of the money, so
paid as aforesaid, against the person who has received that money.

(2) Where the society or branch has paid money to a
nominee in ignorance of a marriage subsequent to the momination,
the receipt of the nominee shall be a valid discharge to the society or
branch.

53. (1) A registered society or branch shall not pay any sum
of money upon the death of a member or other person whose death is
or ought to be entered in any register of deaths, except upon the
production of a certificate of that death under the hand of the Registrar
of deaths or other person having care of the register of deaths in which
that death is or ought to be registered.

(2) This section shall not apply to deaths at sea, nor to a
death by colliery explosion or other accident where the body cannot
be found, nor to any death certified by a coroner or magistrate holding
a coronial or magisterial inquiry, to be the subject of a pending
inquest or inquiry.

Payments on death of children.

54. A society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch
shall not insure or pay on the death of a child uunder five years of age
any sum of money which, added to any amount payable on the death
of that child by any other society or branch exceeds six pounds, or on
the death of a child under ten years of age any sum of money which,
added to any amount payable on the death of that child by any other
society or branch exceeds ten pounds.

Person to whom pay- 55. A society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch

ment may be made.

shall not pay any sum on the death of a child under ten years of age
except

R RN IR ===,
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except to the parent of the child, or to the personal representative of
the parent, and upon the production by the parent or his personal
representative of a certificate of death issued by the registrar of
deaths or other person having the care of the register of deaths,
containing the particulars mentioned in this Act.

56. (1) Where application is made for a certificate of the death Particulars o
of a child for the purpose of obtaining a sum of money from a society “rfiee*
or branch, the name of the society or branch, and the sum sought to
be obtained therefrom, shall be stated to the registrar of deaths.

(2) The registrar of deaths shall write on or at the foot of

the certificate the words “To be produced to the society or
branch” (naming the same) ““said to be liable for payment of the sum
of pounds” (stating the same).

(3) All certificates of the same death shall be numbered
in consecutive order.

57. (1) A registrar of deaths shall not give any one or more Cases in which
certificates of death for the payment in the whole of any sum of money Z‘f:iﬁcms Sl
exceeding six pounds on the death of a child under five years, or for
the payment in the whole of a sum excecding ten pounds on the death
of a child under ten years.

(2) A registrar of deaths shall not grant any such certifi-
cate unless the cause of death has been previously entered in the
register of deaths on the certificate of a coroner or of a registered
medical practitioner who attended the deceased child during its last
illness, or except upon the production of a certificate of the probable
cause of death under the hand of a registered medical practitioner, or
of other satisfactory evidence thereof.

58. A society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch to Inquiries by societis.
which is produced a certificate of the death of a child which does not
purport to be the first shall, before paying any money thereon, inquire
whether any and what sums of money have been paid on the same
death by any other society or branch.

59. Nothing in this Act respecting payments on the death of Savingastoinsurable
children shall apply to insurance on the lives of children of any age, iy
when the person insuring has an interest in the life of the person insured.

Disputes.
60. Every dispute between—

(¢) a member or person claiming through a member or under the Decision of disputes.
rules of a registered society or branch, and the society or
branch, or an officer thercof'; or

(b) any person aggrieved who has for not more than six months
ceased to be a member of a registered society or branch, or
any person claiming through such person aggrieved, and the
society or branch, or an officer thereof ; or

B (¢)
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(¢) any branch of any society and the society of which it is a
branch ; or
(d) an officer of any branch and the society of which that hranch
is a branch ; or
(e) any two or more branches of any society, or any officers thereof
respectively,
shall be decided in a manner directed by the rules of the society or
branch, and the decision so given shall be binding and conclusive on
all parties without appeal, and shall not be removable into any court
of law or restrainable by injunction ; and application for the enforce-
ment thereof may be made to the District Court.

Change of name, amalgamation, and conversion of Socielies.

61. (1) A registered society may, by special resolution, with
the approval in writing of the Registrar, change its name, and shall
not change its name in any other manner.

(2) Any such change of name shall not affect any right or
obligation of the society, or of any member thereof, and any pending
legal proceedings may be continued by or against the trustees of the
society, or any other officer who may sue or be sued on behalf of the
society, notwithstanding its new name.

62. (1) Any two or more registered societies, or any two or
more branches of a registered society with the consent of such society,
may become amalgamated together as one society or branch, with or
without any dissolution or division of the funds of any of those
societies or branches.

(2) A registered society, or branch of a registered society
with the consent of such society, may transfer its engagements to any
other registered society or branch which may undertake to fulfil the
engagements of that society or branch.

(3) The terms upon which any societies or branches may
become amalgamated, or upon which any society or branch may
transfer its engagements under this section shall he—

(@) agreed upon by the committees of management of all the
societies or branches proposed to become amalgamated, or of
the society proposing to transfer its engagements and the
society proposing to undertake to fulfil such engagements;
and

(b) confirmed by the votes of a majority of the members of each
of such societies or branches present or voting by writing
(where and in such manner as the rules allow voting by
wrilting) at a general meeting duly convened for that purpose ;
anc

(¢) approved by the Registrar after such confirmation. -
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63. (1) A registered society may, by special resolution, deter- Conversion of society

mine to convert itself into a company under the Companies Act, or
amalgamate with or transfer its engagements to any such company.

(2) If a special resolution for converting a society into a
company contains the particulars required by the Companies Act, to be
contained in the memorandum of association of a company, and a true
copy thereof has been registered by the Registrar, a copy of that
resolution under the seal or stamp of the Registrar shall have the same
effect as a memorandum of association duly signed and attested under
the said Act.

(8) If a society is registered as, or amalgamates with, or
transfers all its engagements to, a company, the registry of the society
under this Act shall thereupon become void, and shall be cancelled by
the Registrar ; but the registration of a society asacompany shall not
affect any right or claim subsisting against that society, or any penalty
incurred by that society ; and for the purpose of enforcing any such
right, claim, or penalty, the society may be sued and proceeded against
in the same manner as if it had not become registered as a company ;
and every such right or claim, or the liability to any such penalty,
shall have priority as against the property of the company, over all
other rights or claims against or liabilities of the company.

64. An amalgamation or transfer of engagements in pursuance
of this Act shall not prejudice any right of a creditor of either or any
society party thereto.

to into company.

65. (1) A registered society may, by a resolution passed by a cConversion of society

majority of the members or delegates present and entitled to vote at inte branch.

any general meeting, of which notice specifying the intention to
propose any such resolution has been duly given according to the rules,
determine to become a branch of any other registered society.

(2) If the rules of the society do not comply with all the
provisions of this Act, the meeting at which any such resolution is
passed may amend the rules so as to bring the rules into compliance
with this Aect.

(3) A copy of the rules of the society marked to show
the amendments, if any, made at the meeting, and two copies of the
resolution and of such amendment of rules, if any, as aforesaid, each
signed by the chairman of the meeting and by the secretary of the
society so determining to become a branch of another society, and
countersigned by the secretary of that other society, shall be sent to
the Registrar.

(4) If the Registrar finds that the rules, with or without
such amendment as aforesaid, comply with the provisions of this Act,
he shall cancel the registry of the first-mentioned society, and shall
register the rules and issue acknowledgments in the same manner as
is provided by this Act in respeet of the establishment of new branches;

and
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and the provisions of this Act as to appeals from the refusal to register
a society shall apply to a refusal to register rules or issue acknowledg-
ments under this section as a branch of that other society.

(5) An advertisement of any cancelling of registry under
this section shall not be requisite.

(6) This section shall apply only to societies registered
before the commencement of this Act.

66. For the purposes of this Act a special resolution shall mean
a resolution which is—

(a) passed by a majority of not less than two-thirds of such
members of a registered society entitled under the rules to
vote as may be present in person or by proxy (where the
rules allow proxies), at any general meeting of which notice
specifying the intention to propose such resolutions has been
duly given according to the rules; and

(b) confirmed by a majority of such members entitled under the
rules to vote as may be present in person or by proxy (where
the rules allow proxies), at a subsequent general meeting of
which notice has been duly given, held not less than fourteen
days nor more than one month from the day of the meeting
at which such resolution was first passed.

At any meeting mentioned in this section, unless a poll is demanded,
a declaration by the chairman that the resolution has been carried
shall be conclusive evidence of the fact.

67. A copy of every special resolution for any of the purposes
mentioned in this Act, signed by the chairman of the meeting and
countersigned by the secretary, shall be sent to the Registrar and
registered by him, and until that copy is so registered the special
resolution shall not take effect.

Inspection, cancelling, and suspension of registry—dissolution.

68. (1) Upon the application of—
(a) one-fifth of the whole number of members of a registered
society ; or,
(0) in the case of a registered society of one thousand members
and not exceeding ten thousand, one hundred members; or,
(¢) in the case of a registered society of more than ten thousand
members, five hundred members,
the Registrar, with the consent of the Governor in every case, may—
(a) appoint an inspector or inspectors to examine into and report
on the affairs of the society ; or,
() call a special meeting of the society.
(2) The application under this section shall be supported
by such evidence, for the purpose of showing that the applicants have
good
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good reason for requiring an inspection to be made or meeting to be
called, and that they are not actuated by malicious motives in their
application, and such notice thereof shall be given to the society, as
the Registrar directs.

(3) The Registrar shall require the applicants to give
security for the costs of the proposed inspection or meeting, before
appointing any inspector or calling the meeting.

(4) All expenses of and incidental to any such inspection
or meeting shall be defrayed by the members applying therefor or
out of the funds of the society, or by the members or officers, or former
members or officers, of the society in such proportions as the Registrar
directs.

(5) An inspector appointed under this section may require
the production of all or any of the books and documents of the society,
and may examine on oath its officers, members, agents, and servants
in relation to its business, and may administer such oath accordingly.

(6) The Registrar may direct at what time and place a
special meeting under this section is to be held and what matters are
to be dlscusqed and determined at that meeting, and the meeting shall
have all the powers of a meeting called according to the rules of the
society, and shall in all cases have power to appoint its own chairman,
any rule of the society to the contrary notwithstanding.

(7) This section shall not apply to a society with branches,
except with the consent of the central body of that society.

69. (1) The Registrar may—

(a) if he thinks ﬁf at the request of a society, to be evidenced
in such manner as he may direct ; or

(0) with the approval of the Governor, on proof {o his satisfaction
that an acknowledgment of registry has been obtained by
fraud or mistake, or that a society exists for an illegal
purpose, or has wilfully and after notice from the Registrar
violated any of the provisions of this Act, or has ceased to
exist; or

(¢) if any society or branch thercof fails to comply within a
period of twelve months, after due notice has been given by
the Registrar (acting under the advice of the actuary), with
any requirement duly made by him under his hand in
reference to the adequacy of its contributions to provide the
benefits provided under its rules,

by writing under his hand cancel the registry of a society.

(2) The Registrar in any case in which he might, with the
approval of the Governor, cancel the registry of a society, may, by
writing under his hand, suspend the registry for any term not
exceeding three months; and may, with the approval of the Governor,
renew the suspension for the like period.

(3)

Cancelling and
suspension of .
registry.
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(3) Unless the Registrar has given to a registered society
not less than two months previous notice in writing, specifying briefly
the ground of any proposed cancelling or suspension, the registry of
the society sliall not be cancelled (except at its request) or suspended.

(4) Where the registry of a society has been cancelled or
suspended, notice thereof shall forthwith be advertised in the Gazette.

5) Where the registry of a society has been suspended or
cancelled the society shall from the time of the suspension or cancel-
ling (but if suspended only while the suspension lasts, and subject also
to the right of appeal given by this section) absolutely cease to
enjoy as such the privileges of a registered society, but without
prejudice to any liability actually ineurred by the society ; and any such
liability may be enforced against the somety as if the suspension or
cancelling had not taken place.

(6) A society may appeal from the cancelling of its
registry or from any suspension thereof which is renewed after six
months from the Registrar to the Supreme Court.

Dissolution of 70. (1) Subject to the provision of this Act as to the dissolu-
s e 8 tion of societies with blanches, a registered society or branch may
terminate or be dissolved in any of the following ways—
(¢) upon the happening of any event declared by the rules to be
the termination of the society or branch; or
(0) as respeets societies authorised by the Governor under section
six of this Act, by the consent of two-thirds of the members,
testified by their signatures to the instrument of dissolution ;
or
(¢) as respects societies other than those authorised by the
Governor under section six of this Aect, by the consent of
five-sixths in value of the members (exclusive of hLonorary
members, if any), testified by their signatures to the instrument
of dissolution, and also by the written consent of every
person receiving or entitled to receive any relief, annuity, or
other benefit from the funds of the society or branch, unless
the claim of that person is first duly satisfied, or adequate
provision made for satisfying that claim, and in the case of
a branch with the consent of the central body of the society,
or in accordance with the general 1’ules of the society 5 or
(d) by the award of the Registrar in the cases specified in this Act.
(2) The central body of any society shall have power if it
deem fit to assume the control of all moneys and properties, and to
defray all lawful expenses of any branch thereof which has lapsed or
has been reduced in mombm‘shlp below the number prescribed in the
rules of such society, or which has been dissolved, the members of
such branch being safeguarded with respect to all Denefits to which
they may at the time be entitled.
3)
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(8) For the purposes of this section the signature of a
member shall include the signature of any person being a member
duly authorised in that behalf by the first-mentioned member.

(4) The value of members shall be ascertained by giving one
vote to every member, and an additional vote for every five years that
he has been a member, but to no one member more than five votes in
the whole.

(5) If any member of a society which is dissolved, or if
any person claiming any relief, annuity, or other benefit from the
funds thereof, is dissatisfied with the provision made for satisfying his
claim, that member or person may apply to the District Court of the
district within which the chief or any other place of business of the
society is situate for relief or other order, and that court shall have the

same powers in the matter as in regard to the settlement of disputes
under this Act.

71. When a registered society or blanch is terminated by an
instrument of dissolution : —

(1) the instrument shall set forth—

(@) theliabilities and assets of the society or branch in detail ; and

(0) the number of members and the nature of their interests in
the society or branch; and

(¢) the claims of creditors (if any), and the provision to be
made for their payment; and

(d) the intended appropriation or division of the funds and
property of the society or branch, unless the appropriation
or division is stated in the instrument of dissolution to be
left to the award of the Registrar.

(2) Alterations in the instrument of dissolution may be made with
the like consents as are in this Act required for the disso-
lution of a society or branch, testified in the same manner.

(3) A statutory declaration shall be made by one of the trustees,
or by three members and the secretary of the society or
branch, that the provisions of this Act have been complied
with, and shall be sent to the Registrar with the instrument
of dissolution.

(4) The instrument shall not in the case of a registered society
or branch direct or contain any provision for a division or
appropriation of the funds of the society or branch, or any
part thereof, otherwise than for the purpose of carrying into
effect the olmcts of the society or branch as declared in the
rules thereof, unless the claim of every member or person
claiming any relief, annuity, or other benefit from the funds
thereof is first duly satisfied, or adequate provisions are made
for satisfying those claims.

(5)

Instrument of
dissolution.
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(5) The instrument of dissolution and all alterations therein shall
be registered in manner in this Act provided for the registry
of amendments of rules, and shall be binding upon all the
members of the society or branch.

(6) The Registrar shall cause a notice of the dissolution to be
advertised in a newspaper circulating within the distriet in
which the society’s meetings are ]1cld, at the expense of the
society or branch, and unless within three months from the
date of the Gazette in which the advertisement appears, a
member or other person interested in or having any claim
on the funds of the society or branch commences proceedmf"s
to set aside the dissolution of the society or branch, and the
dissolution is set aside accordingly, the society or branch
shall be legally dissolved from the date of that advertise-
ment, and the requisite consents to the instrument of disso-
lution shall be considered to have been duly obtained without
proof of the signatures thereto.

72. (1) Upon the application made in writing under their
hands of—

(¢) one-fifth of the whole number of members of a registered
society or branch ; or

(b) in the case of a 1‘e<71qter0d society or branch of one thousand
members and not exceeding ten thousand, one hundred
members ; or

(¢) in the case of a registered society or branch of more than ten
thousand members, five hundred members,

the Registrar may by himself, or by his deputy whom he may appoint
in writing under his hand, investigate the affairs of the society or
branch, but shall give not less than one month’s previous notice in

: writing to the society or branch whose affairs are to be 1nvest10ated

2) The application shall —

(«) state that the funds of the society or branch are insufficient
to meet the existing claims thereon, or that the rates of
contribution fixed in the rules of the society or branch are
insufficient to cover the benefits assured ; and

(0) set forth the grounds on which the insufficiency is alleged ; and

(¢) request an investigation into the affairs of the society or
branch with a view to the dissolution thercof ; and

(d) the Registrar shall, before proceeding under this section,
demand from the applicants a deposit or security for the cost
of the proposed investigation, and such deposit or security
shall not be from or upon the funds of the society or branch.

(3) If upon the investigation it appears that the funds of
the society or branch are insufficient to meet the existing claims
thereon, or that the rates of contribution fixed in the rules of the
society
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society or branch are insufficient to cover the benefits assured to be
given by the society or branch, the Registrar may, if he considers it
expedient so to do, award that the society or branch shall be dissolved,
and its affairs wound-up, and shall direct in what manner the assets of
the society or branch shall be divided or appropriated: Provided
always that the Registrar may suspend his award for such period as
he may deem necessary to enable the society or branch to make such
alterations and adjustment of contributions and benefits as will, in his
judgment, prevent the necessity of the award of dissolution being made.

(4) The Registrar proceeding under this section shall have
all the same powers and authorities, enforceable by the same penalties,
as in the case of a dispute referred to him under this Act.

(5) Every award under this section, whether for dissolution
or distribution of funds, shall be final and conclusive on the society or
branch in respect of which the award is made, and on all members of
the society or branch and on all other persons having any claim on the
funds of the society or branch, without appeal, and shall be enforced
in the same manner as a decision on a dispute under this Act.

(6) The expenses of every investigation and award, and of
publishing every notice of dissolution, shall be paid out of the funds
of the society or branch before any other appropriation thereof is made,
provided that the Registrar may direct that each person applying for
the investigation shall contribute a sum not exceeding sixpence towards
the expenses thereof.

(7) Notice of award for dissolution shall, within twenty-
one days after the award has been made, be advertised by the Registrar
and unless within three months from the date on which that advertise-
ment appears, a member or person interested in or having any claim
on the funds of the society or branch commences proceedings to set
aside the dissolution of the society or branch consequent upon such
award, and the dissolution is set aside accordingly, the society or
branch shall be legally dissolved from the date of the advertisement,
and the requisite consents to the application to the Registrar shall be
considered to have been duly obtained without proof of the signature
thereto.

78. A notice required by this Act to be advertised shall he Advertisement of

published in the Gazette, and in a newspaper circulating in the
neighbourhood of the registered office of the society or branch.

74. The provisions of this Act respecting the dissolution of
societies shall not apply to any society having branches except with
the consent of the central body of the society.

76. Notice shall be sent to the Registrar by the person taking
any proceeding to set aside the dissolution of a society or branch, not
less than seven days before the proceeding is commenced, and by the
society or branch of any order setting a dissolution aside, within seven
days after that order is made. Offences,

societies having
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Offences, penalties, and legal proceedings.

Saani S aBgnoly 76. Whosoever being a member of the commiftee of manage-
D nem v . . »
Shnlisiitesol ment of any society formed after the commencement of this Act for
s oy any of the purposes mentioned in subsection (1) of section six of this
sacieties,

Act takes any money or valuable thing in consideration of the allotment

of any shares or interest in that society before the society is registered

under this Act shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds.

Offences. 77. It shall be an offence under this Act if—

(a) a registered society or branch, or an officer or member
thereof, fails to give any notice, send any return or document,
do or allow to be done anything which the society, branch
officer, or person, is by this Act required to give, send, do, or
allow to be done; or

(b) a registered society or branch, or an officer or member thereof,
wilfully neglects or refuses to do any act or to furnish any
information required for the purposes of this Act by the
Registrar or by any other person authorised under this Act,
or does anything forbidden by this Act; or

(¢) a registered society or branch, or an officer or member thereof,
makes a return, or wilfully furnishes information in any
respect false or insufficient ; or

(d) an officer or member of a body which, having been a branch
of a society, has wholly seceded or been expelled from that
society, thereafter uses the name of that society or any name
implying that the body is a branch of that society, or the
number by which that body was designated as such branch;
or

(e) where a dispute is referred under this Act to the Registrar, a
person refuses to attend or to produce any documents, or to
give evidence before the Registrar; or

(f) a society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch pays
money on the death of a child under ten years of age, other-
wise than is provided by this Act; or

(9) a parent or personal representative of a parent claiming
money on the death of a child produces a certificate of the
death other than isin this Act provided to the society or
branch from which the money is claimed, or produces a false
certificate, or one fraudulently obtained, or in any way
attempts to defeat the provisions of this Act with respect to
payments upon the death of children.

Offences by societies 78. Where a registered society or branch is guilty of an offence
to be also offences by . A " g Y oan % 3 4
olioers, &8 Y under this Act every officer of the society or branch bound by the

rules thereof to fulfil any duty whereof the offence is a breach, or if
there is no such officer, then every member of the committee, unless
that



Act No. 31, 1899.

Friendly Societies.

that officer or member is proved to have been ignorant of or to have
attempted to prevent the commission of the offence, shall be liable to
the same penalty as if he had committed the offence.

79. Every default under this Act constituting an offence, if
continued, shall constitute a new offence in every week during which
the default continues.

80. (1) If any person, with intent to mislead or defraud, gives
to any other person a copy of any rules, laws, regulations, or other
documents other than the rules of a registered society or branch, on
the pretence that they are the existing rules of that society or branch,
or that there are no other rules of the society or branch, or gives to
any person a copy of any rules on the pretence that those rules are
the rules of a registered society or branch when the society is not
registered, or the branch is not a branch as defined by this Act, the
person so offending shall be guilty of a misdemeanour.

(2) If any person knowingly makes a false or fraudulent
statement in any statutory declaration required by this Aet, he shall
be guilty of a misdemeanour. Andif any member of a registered society
or branch makes any false statement in any declaration, whether written
or verbal, orin any statutory declaration, required by this Act or by the
rules made thercunder, he may, in addition to suffering any other
penalty under this Act, on the vote of the majority of the members of
the society or branch present at a general meeting, be deprived of all
benefits of the society and branch, and be expelled from such society
or branch.

(3) If any person obtains possession by false representa-
tion or imposition of any property of a registered society or branch, or
withholds or misapplies any such property in his possession, or wilfully
applies any part thereof to purposes other than those expressed or
directed in the rules of the society or branch and authorised by this
Act, he shall, on such complaint as is in this section mentioned, be
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds
and costs, and to be ordered to deliver up all such property, or to
repay all sums of money applied improperly; and in default of such
delivery or repayment, or of the payment of such fine and costs as
aforesaid, to be imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any time
not exceeding three months.

(4) Complaint under this section may be made—

() In the case of a registered society, by the society or any
member authorised by the society, or the trustees or committee
of the society ; or

(0) In the case of a branch, hy—

(1) the branch or any member authorised by the branch or the

trustees or committee thereof ; or

(2) the central body of the society of which the branch forms

part; or (3)

Continuing offences.

Punishment of fraud,
false declarations,and
misappropriations.
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(3) any member of the society or branch authorised by the
central body ; or
(¢) In any case, by the Registrar or by any member of the society
or branch authorised by the Registrar.

(5) Nothing in this Act shall prevent any such person from
being proceeded against by way of indictment, if not previously
convicted of the same offence under the provisions of this Act.

81, If any person wilfully makes, orders, or allows to be made
any entry, erasure in, or omission from, a balance-sheet of a registered
society or branch, or a return or document required to be sent,
produced, or delivered for the purposes of this Act, with intent to
falsify the same, or to evade any of the provisions of this Act, he shall
be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

82. A society or branch, and an officer or member of a society
or branch, or other person guilty of an offence under this Act for
which no penalty is expressly provided, shall be liable to a penalty of
not less than one pound and not more than five pounds.

83. If an officer or person aids or abets in the amalgamation or
transfer of engagements, orin the dissolution of a friendly society other-
wise than as in this Act provided, he shall be liable on summary con-
vietion to the penalty imposed by this Aet for offences thereunder, or to
be imprisoned with hard labour for a term not exceeding three months.

84, All penalties imposed by this Act or by any regulations made
thereunder or by the rules of a registered society or branch may at the
suit of the Registrar or any person aggrieved be recovered before, and
offences against this Act may be heard and determined by, a police or
stipendiary magistrate or any two justices of the peace in petty
sessions—

(a) in the petty sessions district where the offence was committed;
or

(b) as respects a prosecution against a registered society or branch
or an officer thereof, in the petty sessions district where the
registered office of the society or branch is situated ; or

(¢) as respects a prosecution against a person other than a
registered society or branch or an officer thereof, in the petty
sessions district where the person is resident at the time of
the institution of the prosecution :

Provided that any person aggrieved by any judgment, con-
viction, or order given or made under this section may appeal there-
from in the manner provided by the Criminal Law Amendment Act of
1883, and the Criminal Law and Bvidence Amendment Act of 1891 in
respect of appeals from summary conviction.

85. (1) The trustees of a registered society or branch, or any
other officers authorised by the rules thereof, may bring or defend, or

cause to be brought or defended, any action or other legal proceeding
m
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in any court whatsoever, touching or concerning any property, right, or
claim of the society or branch, and may sue and be sued in their
proper names, without other description than the title of their office.

(2) In legal proceedings brought under this Act by a
member or person claiming through a member, a registered society or
branch may also be sued in the name, as defendant, of any officer or
person who receives contributions or issues policies on behalf of the
society or branch within the jurisdiction of the court in which the
legal proceeding is brought, with the addition of the words “on behalf
of the society or branch” (naming the same).

(3) A legal proceeding shall not abate or be discontinued
by the death, resignation, or removal from office of any officer, or by
any act of any such officer after the commencement of the proceedings.

(4) The summons, writ, process, or other proceeding to be
issued to or against the officer or other person sued on behalf of
a registered society or branch shall be sufficiently served by personally
serving that officer or other person, or by leaving a true copy thereof
at the registered office of the society or branch, or at any place of
business of the society or branch within the jurisdiction of the court
in which the proceeding is broaght, or, if that office or place of business
is closed, by posting the copy on the outer door of that office or place
of business.

(5). In all cases where the said summons, writ, process, or
other proceeding is not served by means of such personal service or by
leaving a true copy thereof at the registered office of the society or
branch as aforesaid, a copy thereof shall be sent in a registered letter
addressed to the committee at the registered office of the society or
branch, and posted at least fourteen days before any further step is
taken on the proceeding. :

Fees, forms, requlations, evidence.

86. (1) The Governor may determine a scale of fees to be paid,
for matters to be transacted, or for the inspection of documents under
this Act.

(2) A fee shall not be payable on the registry of any
friendly society, or of any amendment of the rules thereof.

(3) All fees which may be received by any Registrar,
under or by virtue of this Act, shall be paid into the Treasury.

87. (1) For the purpose of this Act, a certificate of the birth or
death of any member of or person insured or to be insured with a
registered friendly society or branch, shall, on application being made
as in this Act provided, be given under his hand by the Registrar of
Births or Deaths, for a sum not exceeding one shilling, in place of all
fees or payments otherwise payable in respect thereof.

(2)

29

Fees.

Fees payable to
Registrar of Births ~
and Deaths,




30

Acknowledgment of
registry of society.

Regulations for
carrying out Act.

Evidence of
documents.

Act No. 31, 1899.

Friendly Societies.

(2) Whenever application is made at one time to any such
Registrar for more certificates than one of the same birth or death for
the purposes of and in the manner prescribed in this Act, the sum
charged for every such certificate, other than the first, shall not exceed
sixpence.

(3) Whenever the Registrar is required by the person
applying for any certificate of birth or death to fill up the form of
application, he may demand a sum not exceeding threepence for so
doing. .
2 (4) For the purposes of this section the expression Registrar
of Births or Deaths shall include any person having the care of the
register of births or deaths in which the birth or death is entered.

88. (1) The forms to be used for acknowledgments of registry
of societies, rules and amendments of rules, and of establishment of
branches, shall be those contained in Part I of the Second Schedule
to this Act, or such other forms as are prescribed by regulations made
by the Governor.

(2) Every annual or other return, abstract of valuation,
and other document required for the purposes of this Act shall be
made in such form and shall contain such particulars as the Registrar
prescribes.

(3) A receipt under this Act endorsed upon or annexed to
a mortgage or other assurance, shall be in the form set forth in Part
I1 of the same Schedule, or in any form specified in the rales of the
society or branch or any Schedule thereto, and a bond to be given by
an officer in receipt or charge of money shall be in one of the forms
set forth in the said Part.

(4) Applications for certificates of births and deaths under
this Act shall be in such form and under such regulations as may be
approved of by the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages.

89. (1) The Governor may make regulations respecting registry
and procedure under this Act, and the seal to be used for registry, and
the duties and functions of the Registrar, and the inspection of docu-
ments kept by the Registrar under this Act, and generally for carrying
this Act into effect.

(2) All such regulations shall be published in the Gazette,
and shall thereupon, if not repugnant to this Aect, have the force of
law.

(3) All such regulations shall, on being gazetted, be laid
before both Houses of Parliament within fourteen days if Parliament
be then sitting, and if not then sitting then within fourteen days after
the next meeting of Parliament.

90. Every document bearing the seal or stamp of the Registrar
shall be received in evidence without further proof; and every docu-
ment purporting to be signed by the Registrar, or any inspector or

public
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public auditor or valuer under this Act shall, in the absence of any
evidence to the contrary, be received in evidence without proof of the
signature.

Application of Act.

91. Societies and branches subsisting at the commencement of application to
this Act, which were established under Part III of the Friiitly Scwing socislies.
Societies Act of 1873, and whose rules were certified under that Act,
or to which the exemptions and privileges of that Act were extended,
shall for a period of twelve months from the commencement of this
Act be deemed to be societies registered under this Act; and the rules
of those societies and branches certified as aforesaid shall, so far as
they are not contrary to any express provision of this Act, continue in
force for the said period, and no longer. '

Supplemental.

92. In this Act, unless a contrary intention appears— Definitions.

“ Amendment of rule ”” shall include a new rule, and a resolution
rescinding a rule.

“ Branch ” shall mean any number of the members of a society
under the control of a central body having a separate fund,
administered by themselves or by a committee or officers
appointed by themselves, and bound to contribute to a fund
under the control of a central body, and which has been
designated as a branch of a society in any acknowledgment
of the registry of that society, or of the registry of the rules
or establishment of a new branch,

“ Central body” shall mean, in the case of a society with branches,
the body of delegates appointed under the rules of the
society to control the business of such branches.

“Committee ”” shall mean the committee of management or other
directing body of a society or branch.

“ Land ” shall include any interest in land.

“ Meeting ” shall include (where the rules of the society so allow)
a meeting of delegates appointed by members.

“Officer ” shall include any trustee, treasurer, secretary, or
member of the committee of management of a society or
branch, or person appointed by the society or branch to sue
and be sued on its behalf.

“ Persons claiming through a member ” shall include the nominces
of the member when nomination is allowed.

“ Property  shall extend to all property (whether real or personal),
including books and papers.

“ Registered
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« Registered society ” shall mean a society registered under this
Act, and shall include societies subsisting at the commence-
ment of this Act to which the provisions of this Act apply.

¢ Registrar ” shall mean the Registrar under this Act.

Repeal. 93. The Act mentioned in the Third Schedule to this Act is
lereby repealed to the extent mentioned in the third column of that
Schedule.
Short title. 94, This Act may be cited as the “Friendly Societies Act, 1899.”
SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE.
Matters to be provided for by the rules of societies registered under this Act.

1. The name and place of office of the society.

2. The whole of the objects for whick the society is to be established, the purposes
for which the funds thereof shall be applicable, the terms of admission of members, the
conditions under which any member may become entitled to any benefit assured thereby,
and the fines and forfeitures to be imposed on any member, and the consequences of
non-payment of any subscription or fine.

3. The mode of holding meetings and right of voting, and the manner of making,
altering, or rescinding rules.

4. The appointment and removal of a committee of management (by whatever
name), of a treasurer and other officers, and of trustees; and in the case of a society
with branches, the composition and powers of the central body, and the conditions under
which a branch may secede from the society.

5. The investment of the funds, the keeping of the accounts, and the audit of
the same once a year at least.

6. Annual returns to the Registrar of the receipts, funds, effects, and expenditure,
and numbers of members of the society.

7. The inspection of the books of the society by every person having an interest
in the funds of the society.

8. The manner in which disputes shall be settled.

9. The keeping separate accounts of all moneys received or paid on account of
every particular fund or benefit assured, for which a separate table of contributions
payable shall have been adopted, and the keeping separate account of the expenses of
management, and of all contributions on account thereof.

10. A valuation once at least in every five years of the assets and liabilities of
the society, including the estimated risks and contributions.

11. The voluntary dissolution of the society, by consent, of not less than five-
gixths in value of the members, and of every person for the time being entitled to any
benefit from the funds of the society, unless his claim be first satisfied or adequately
provided for. :

12. The right of one-fifth of the total number of members, or of one hundred
merabers in the case of a society of one thousand members and not exceeding ten
thonsand, or of five hundred members in the case of a society of more than ten thousand
wembers, to apply to the Registrar for an investigation of the affairs of the society, or
for winding-up the same.

THE
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE.

FORMS.
Parr I,
Acknowledgment of registry of society.
The society (with branches designated ) is registered as a
friendly society, under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899, this day of

(Seal or stamp of, and signature of Registrar.)

Acknowledgment of registry of amendment of rules.

The foregoing amendment of the rules of the «  society (or of the
branch of the society), is registered under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899,
this day of :

(Seal or stamp of office, and signature of Registrar.)

Acknowledgment of establishment of new branch.

The is acknowledged to be established as a branch of the
society under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899, this day of

(Seal of office and signature of Registrar.)

Aceknowledgment of registry of rules of new branch.

The foregoing rules of the branch of the society are registered

under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899, this day of :

(Seal of office and signature of Registrar.)
Parr II.
Form of bond.

Kxow all men by these presents that we, A.B., of , one of the officers of the
society (or of the branch of the society) having its registered
office at , in the county of , and C.D, of (as surety on behalf
of the said A.B.), are jointly and severally held and firmly bound to E.F. of
, G.H. of , and LK., of the trustees of the said society (or
branch) in the sum of to be paid to the said EF. G.H, and LK., as such

trustees or their successors, trustees for the time being, or their certain attorney ; for
which payment well and truly to be made we jointly and severally bind ourselves, and
each OF us by himself, our and each of our heirs, executors, and administrators, firmly
by these presents.

Sealed with our seals. Dated the day of , in the year of our
Lord

Whereas the above-bounden A.B. has been duly appointed to the office of
of the society (or of the branch of the society) having its registered
office situate as aforesaid, and he, together with the above-bounden C.D. as his surety,
have entered into the above-written bond, subject to the condition hereinafter contained.
Now therefore the condition of the above-written bond is such that if the said A.B. do

said society (or branch), at such times as the rules thereof appoint, and do pay over all

the moneys remaining in his hands, and assign and transfer op deliver all property

(including books and papers) belonging to the said society (or branch) in his hands or
c custody
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custody to such person or persons as the said society (or branch), or the trustees or
committee of management thereof shall appoint, according to the rules of the said
society (or branch), together with the proper and legal receipts or vouchers for such
payments, then the above-written bond shall be void, otherwise shall remain in full force.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of—
(Two witnesses.)

Form of receipt to be endorsed on mortgage or further charge.
TuE trustees of the society (or the branch of the society)
hereby acknowledge to have received all moneys intended to be secured by the within
(or above) written deed.
Signed (Signatures of trustees.)
Trustees.
Countersigned (Signature of secretary.)
Secretary.

THIRD SCHEDULE.

chapter.

Session and Title or short title. l Extent of repeal.

\
87 Vie. No. 4...| The Friendly Societies Act, 187 3...| The whole Act, except so far as it

relates to benefit-building, loan,
and investment societies, and to
co-operative trading and indus-
trial societies.

By Authority: WiLLiaAM APPLEGATE GULLICK, Government Printer, Sydney, 1899.
[1s. 94.]
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Act No. 31, 1899.

An Act to amend the law relating to Friendly Societies ; and
for other purposes. [Assented to, 5th December, 1899.]

BE it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative
Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows :—

The registry office.

1, (1) There shall be a Registrar of Friendly Societies The registry-office
appointed by the Governor, subject to the provisions of the Public #nd the Regietrar.
Service Act of 1895, and every Registrar shall be appointed by, and
shall hold his office during the pleasure of, the Governor.

(2) The office of the Registrar of Friendly Societies may,
with the approval of the Governor, have attached to it such assistants
skilled in the business of an actuary and an accountant as may be
required for discharging the duties imposed on the office by this Act.

2,

1 have examined this Bill, and find it to correspond in all respects with the Bill
as finally passed by both Houses.
WILLIAM McCOURT,
Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Assembly.
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2. The office of the Registrar shall, with the approval of the
Governor—

(a) prepare and cause to be circulated, for the use of societies,
model forms of accounts, balance-sheets, and valuations ; and

(0) collect from the returns under this Act and from other
sources, and publish and circulate, either generally or in any
particular district, or otherwise make known, such informa-
tion on the subject of the statistics of life and sickness and
the application thereof to the business of friendly societies,
and such particulars of their returns and valuations, and such
other information useful to the members of or to persons
interested in societies registered or capable of being registered
under this Act as the Registrar may think fit ; and

(¢) cause to be constructed and published tables for the payment
of sums of money on death, in sickness, or old age, or on any
other contingency forming the subject of an assurance
authorised under this Act which may appear to be calculable :
Provided that the adoption of any one or more of these tables
by a society shall be optional.

8. The Colonial Treasurer shall, out of money to be provided
by Parliament, pay to the Registrar such salary or other remuneration,
and such sums of money for defraying the expenses of office rent,
salaries of assistants, clerks, and servants, remuneration for actuaries,
accountants, and inspectors, computation of tables, publication of
documents, diffusion of information, expenses of prosecutions, travelling
expenses and other allowances of the Registrar, and other expenses
which may be incurred for carrying out the purposes of this Act as the
Governor may allow.

4. The Registrar shall every year make a report of his pro-
ceedings and of the principal matters transacted by him, and of the
valuations returned to or caused to be made by the Registrar during
the year preceding, and that report shall be laid before Parliament.

6. All documents by this Act required to be sent to the
Registrar shall be deposited with the rules of the societies to which the
documents respectively relate, and shall be registered or recorded by
the Registrar, with such observations thereon, if any, as the Registrar
may direct.

Registry of societies.

6. The following friendly societies may be registered under this
Act:—
(1) Societies for the purpose of providing by subscriptions of the
members thereof, with or without the aid of donations, for—
(a) the relief or maintenance of the members, their husbands,
wives, children, fathers, mothers, brothers, or sisters,
nephews
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nephews or nieces, or wards being orphans, during sickness
or other infirmity, whether bodily or mental, in old age
(which shall mean any age after ﬁfty) or in widow hood, or
for the relief or maintenance of the orphan children of
members during minority ; or

(0) medical attendance for and the dispensing of medicines to
the members, their husbands, wives, children, fathers,
mothers, brothers or sisters, nephews or nieces, or wards
being orphans;

(¢) insuring money to be paid on the birth of a member’s child,
or on the death of a member, or for the funeral expenses
of the husband, wife, or child of a member, or of the widow
of a deceased member, or, as respects persons of the Jewish
persuasion, for the payment of a sum of money during the
period of confined mourning; or

(d) the relief or maintenance of the members when on travel in
search of employment, or when in distressed circumstances, i
or in case of shipwreck, or loss or damage of or to boats or .
nets; or

() the endowment of members or nominees of members at any
age; or

(f) the insurance against fire, to any amount not exceeding
fifteen pounds, of the tools or implements of the trade or
calling of the members.

(2) Societies for any purpose of mutual benefit and advantage
to the members only, and not being within the purposes
mentioned in Parts IV and V of the Friendly Societies Act
of 1873, which the Governor may authorise as a purpose
to which the provisions of this Act, or such of them as are
specified in the authority, ought to be extended : Provided
that where any provisions of this Act are so specified, those
provisions only shall be so extended.

7. (1) A society shall not be registered under this Act uniess it Conditions of
consists of seven persons at least. T e,
(2) For the purpose of registry there shall be sent to the
Registrar an application to register the society, signed by seven
members and the secretary, and copies of the rules, together with a
list of the names of the secretary and of every trustee or other officer
intended to be authorised to sue or be sued on behalf of the society.
(3) The rules of the society so sent shall contain provisions
in respect of the several matters mentioned in the First Schedule to
this Act.
(4) If the list is signed by the secretary and every trustee
and other officer named therein, it shall, on the registry of the society,
be evidence that the persons so named have been duly appointed.
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Name of society. 8. A society shall not be registered under a name identical
with that under which any other existing society is registered, or so
nearly resembling that name as to be likely, or in the opinion of the
Registrar likely, to deceive the members or the public as to its nature
or its identity.

Acknowledgment 9. The Registrar, on being satisfied that a society has complied

e sk with the provisions of this Act as to registry, shall issue to that
society an acknowledgment of registry specifying the designation of
the society and, if the society has branches, the designations of those
branches, and this acknowledgment shall be conclusive evidence that
the society therein mentioned is duly registered, unless it is proved
that the registry of the society has been suspended or cancelled.

Appeals from refusal 10. From a refusal to register a society, an appeal shall lie to
ot g the Supreme Court, and if the refusal to register is overruled on appeal,
the Registrar shall give an acknowledgment of registry to the society.

Registry of amend- 11. (1) An amendment of a rule made by a registered society

g s or branch of such society shall not be valid until the amendment has
been registered under this Act, for which purpose copies of the
amendment, signed by three members and the secretary, shall be sent
to the Registrar.

(2) The Registrar shall, on being satisfied that any amend-
ment of a rule is not contrary to the provisions of this Act, issue to the
society an acknowledgment of registry of the amendment, and that
acknowledgment shall be conclusive evidence that the amendment is
duly registered.

(3) The provisions of this Act as to appeal from a refusal
to register a society shall apply to a refusal to register an amendment
of a rule.

Certain societies 12. A society assuring to any member thereof a certain annuity
o ol or certain superannuation, deferred or immediate, or any sum or sums
G payable as endowment or in case of sickness or death or in pursuance
of any other object authorised by this Act, which is susceptible of
caleulation by way of average shall not be entitled to registry unless
the tables of contributions payable for such kind of assurance certified
under the hand of an actuary who has exercised his profession for at
least five years are transmitted to the Registrar, together with the

copies of the rules aforesaid.

Societies with branches.

Registry of societics 18. Where a society has branches, the application for registry
R, shall be accompanied with—
(a) alist of all the branches, and notice of the place where the
registered office of each branch is situate ; and
' ()
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(0) if any branch is to have trustees or officers authorised to sue
and be sued on its behalf other than the trustees or officers
authorised to sueand be sued on behalf of the society, a list of
the names of all such trustees or officers, distinguishing the
branches for which they are authorised to sue and be sued; and
(¢) if the rules of all the branches (in this Act called branch rules)
are or are intended to be identical, a statement to that effect,
and copies of those rules; and
(d) if the branch rules are not or are not intended to be identical,
a statement to that effect, and copies of all branch rules.
14. (1) There shall be sent under the hand of the secretary of Establishment of
a registered society to the Registrar— e
(@) notice of the establishment of every new branch of the society;
and
() notice of the place where the registered office of the branch
is situate; and
(¢) if the branch is to have trustees or officers authorised to sue
and be sued on its behalf other than the trustees or officers
authorised to sue and be sued on behalf of the society, a list
of the names of such trustees or officers; and
(d) a statement whether or not the rules of the branch are
identical with those of the other branches of the society, and,
if not so, a copy of the rules of the branch.
(2) Where the rules of the new branch are not identical
with the other branches of the society, the society shall not be entitled
to any of the privileges of this Act in respect of that branch until that
branch has been duly registered.
(3) The Registrar shall, on being satisfied that the establish-
ment of the new branch and that the rules thereof are not contrary to
the provisions of this Act, register the rules and issue to the society an
acknowledgment of the establishment of the branch and an acknow-
ledgment of the registry of the rules, and those acknowledgments
shall respectively be conclusive evidence that the branch is established
and that the rules had been duly registered.
15. The provisions of this Act as to appeal from a refusal to Application of pre-
register a society shall apply to a refusal to acknowledge the establish- [0 provisions to
ment of a new branch or to register the rules of a new branch.

16. (1) A branch of a society shall not be registered as a society Requisites for
. except on production to the Registrar of a certificate, under the hand 28ty of branches
of the secretary or other principal officer of the society of which it was
a branch, that the body has wholly seceded or has been expelled from
the society.
s (2) An appeal shall lie to the Supreme Court from the
refusal of the secretary or other principal officer of the society, or his
omission after three months from the receipt of a request in writing
made on behalf of the body to grant a certificate. 17.
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17. A body which, having been a branch of a society, has
wholly seceded or been expelled from that society shall not thereafter
use the name of that society or any name implying that it is a branch
thereof, or the number by which it was designated as such branch.

18. (1) A registered society or branch may contribute to the
funds and take part, by delegates or otherwise, in the government of
any other registered society or branch of a society, as I)lOVlded in the
rules of that first-named society or branch, without becoming a branch
under this Act of that other society or branch.

(2) A registered society or branch thereof shall not with-
draw from contrib utlnfr to the funds of any medical society except on
three month’s notice to the society and on payment of all contributions
accrued or acceruing due to the date of the expiration of the notice.

Consequence of registry.

19. An action may be brought in any court of competent juris-
diction to recover any sum not exceeding the amount of six months’
subseription due by any person being or having been a member of a
registered society or branch who has received three months’ notice to
pay the same: DProvided that a member of a friendly society may
resign from such society at any time, and shall only be liable to be
sued under the provisions of this Act for arrears of subscription up to the
date of such resignation, but save as aforesaid or as otherwise expressly
provided in this Act, no action shall e brought to recover any subserip-
tion or other moneys payable by any such person as aforesaid.

20. (1) Every registered society and branch shall have a
registered office to w hich all communications and notices may be
addressed, and shall send to the Registrar notice of the situation of
that office, and of every change therein.

(2) In the case of a branch, the notice shall be sent to the
Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf by the society of
which the branch forms part.

21. The Registrar shall have authority under this Act should
it appear to him to be necessary in connection with the annual returns
or with the valuation of the assets and liabilities of any friendly
society, or on the request of the trustees of any society or of a
branch thereof, to require the production of the books of the society or
branch for mspectmn and examination by himself or any other person

uly authorised under his hand; and the Registrar shall also be
authorised at his discretion to obtain from any bank in which the
funds of any friendly society or of a branch thereof are deposited or
invested a statement of the amount of such deposit.

22. (1) Every registered society and branch shall have three or
more trustees.

)
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(2) The trustees shall be appointed at a meeting of the
society or branch, and by a resolution of a majority of the members
present and entitled to vote thereat.

(3) The society or branch shall send to the Registrar a
copy of every resolution appointing trustees, signed by each of the
trustees so appointed and by the secretary and three members of the
society or branch.

(4) The same person shall not be secretary or treasurer of
a registered society or branch and a trustee of that society or branch.

(5) In the case of a branch the copy of the resolution shall
be sent to the Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf by
the society of which the branch forms part.

23. (1) Every registered society and branch shall once at least Audit.
in every year submit its accounts for audit either to one of the
auditors appointed as in this Act mentioned or to two or more persons
appointed as the rules of the society or branch provide, which auditors
shall have access to all the books, papers, deeds, documents, and
accounts of the society or branch, and shall examine the general
statement of the receipts and expenditure, funds, and effects of the
society or branch, and verify the same with the accounts and vouchers
relating thereto, and by examining the securities held by the society
or branch, and shall either sign the same as found by them to be
correct, duly vouched and in accordance with the law, or specially
report to the society or branch in what respects they find it incorrect,
unvouched, or not in accordance with law, and shall accompany such
report by a balance-sheet signed by them giving a correct statement
of the financial position of the society or branch and of each of its
funds.

(2) The auditors shall also examine the annual return
mentioned in this Act, and verif y the annual return with the accounts
and vouchers relating thereto; and shall either si gn the annual return
as found by them to be correct, duly vouched, and in accordance with
law, or specially report to the society or branch in what respects they
find it incorrect, unvouched, or not in accordance with law.

24. (1) Every registered society and branch shall once in every Annual returns.
year, not later than the thirty-first day of May, send to the Registrar
a return (in this Act called the annual return) of the receipts and
expenditure, funds, and effects of the society or branch as audited.

(2) The annual return must—

(@) show separately the expenditure in respect of the several
objects of the society or branch ; and

(6) show a return containing a list of the members of such society
or branch, together with the age of each, and the periods of
sickness, deaths, and other contingencies in respect of which
benefits are given by the society or branch experienced by

the
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the society or branch during the year ending the thirty-first
of December then last, specifying the members in respect of
whom such sickness, deaths, or contingencies have been
experienced, and such other information as the Registrar
with the approval of the Governor may from time to time
prescribe, and

(¢) be made out to the thirty-first day of December then last
inclusively ; and

(d) state whether the audit has been conducted by an auditor .
appointed as by this Act provided, and by whom, and, if by
persons other than such auditor, state the name, address,
and calling or profession of every such person, and the
manner in which, and the authority under which, he is
appointed.

(3) The society or branch shall, together with the annual
return, send a copy of any special report of the auditors.

(4) In the case of a branch the annual return shall be
sent to the Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf by
the society of which the branch forms part.

25. (1) Every registered society and branch shall, once at least
in every five years, send to the Registrar a return of the benefits
assured and contributions receivable from all the members of the
society or branch, and of all its funds and effects, debts and credits,
accompanied by such evidence in support thereof as the Registrar
prescribes.

(2) The report must—

(«) be signed by the auditors ; and

(0) state the address and calling or profession of the auditors ;
and

(¢) contain an abstract to be made by the auditors of the results
of their audit, together with a statement containing such
information with respect to the benefits assured and the
contributions receivable by the society or branch, and of its
funds and effects, debts and credits, as the Registrar may
require.

(3) On receipt of such return the Registrar shall cause
the assets and liabilities of the society or branch to be valued and
reported on by the actuary attached to the office of the Registrar,
and shall send to the society or branch a copy of the report and an
abstract of the results of the valuation.

(4) Provided that this section shall not apply to a society
authorised by the Governor under section six of this Act, or branch
of such society, unless it is so directed in the authority for registering
that society.

(5)
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(5) Provided also that the Registrar may, with the approval
of the Governor, dispense with the provisions of this section in respect
of societies or branches to whose purposes or to the nature of whose
operations he may deem those provisions inapplicable.

926. Lvery registered society and branch shall keep a copy of Copy of last holance-
the last annual balance-sheet, and of the last quinquennial valuation, PHER
together with any special report of the auditors, which shall be open
to the inspection of any member at all reasonable hours.

27. For the purpose of audits, the Governor, subject to the Remuneration of
provisions of the Public Service Act of 1895, may appoint auditors. gl
Valuations required to be made under this Act shall be made by an
actuary attached to the office of the Registrar, and no fees shall be
payable in respect of such audits or valuations.

28. (1) The rules of such societies authorised by the Governor Binding effect of
under subsection two of section six of this Act or branches thereof as ;féfo‘t’fsggrzz‘c’i‘eﬁw.
the Governor may allow to take the benefit of this section, shall bind
the society or branch and the members thereof, and all persons claiming
through them respectively, to the same extent as if each member had
subseribed his name and affixed his seal thereto, and there were in the
rules contained a covenant on the part of himself, his heirs, executors,
and administrators, to conform to the rules subject to the provisions of
this Act.

(2) All sums of money payable by a member to such
society or branch as aforesaid shall be deemed to be a debt due from
the member to the society or branch, and shall be recoverable as such
in any court of competent jurisdiction.

Privileges of registered societies.
29. Stamp duty shall not be chargeable upon any of the Exemptions from
following documents :— el
(a) Draft or order or receipt given by or to a registered society
or branch in respect of money payable by virtue of its rules
or of this Act.
(b) Letter or power-of-attorney granted by any person as trustee
for the transfer of any money of a registered society or
branch invested in his name in the public funds.
(¢) Bond given to or on account of a registered society or branch,
or by the treasurer or other officer thereof.
(d) Policy of insurance, or appointment or revocation of appoint-
ment of agent, or other document required or authorised by
this Act, or by the rules of a registered society or branch.
(¢) Agreement to which a society or branch is a contracting party.
30. (1) In any of the following cases, namely : — Transfer of stock
(A) Where a person being, or having been, a trustee of a registered it
society or branch, and whether appointed before or after the
registry
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registry thereof, in whose name any funds belonging to the
society is standing, either jointly with another or others, or
solely—

(a) is absent from the Colony; or

(b) becomes bankrupt or files any petition, or executes any

deed for liquidation of his affairs by assignment or arrange-

ment, or for composition with his ereditors ; or

(¢) becomes lunatic, or is dead ; or

(d) has been removed from his office of trustce.

(B) If it is unknown whether such person is living or dead,

the Registrar may, on application in writing from the secretary and
three members of the society or branch, and on proof satisfactory to
him, direct the transfer of the funds into the names of any other
persons as trustees for the society or branch.

(2) The transfer shall be made by the surviving or con-
tinuing trustees, or if there is no such trustee, or if the trustees refuse
or are unable to make the transfer, as the Registrar may direct.

31. (1) In the following cases, namely :—

() upon the death or bankruptey of any officer of a registered
society or branch having in his possession, by virtue of his
office, any money or property belonging to the society or
branch ; or

(b) if any execution, attachment, or other process is issued against
any such officer or against his property,

his executors or administrators, or trustee or assignee in bankruptey,
or the sheriff or other person executing the process, shall, upon
demand in writing of the trustees of the society or branch, or of any
two of them, or of any person authorised by the society or branch,
or by the committee thereof, to make the demand, pay the money,
and deliver over the property to the trustees of the society or branch in
preference to any other debt or claim against the estate of the officer.

(2) In this section the expression “bankruptey” shall
include liquidation of a debtor’s affairs by arrangement.

82. (1) The rules of aregistered society or branch may provide
for the admission of a person under twenty-one years of age but above
three years of age as a member.

(2) Any such member may, if he is over sixteen years of
age by himself, and if he is under that age, by his parent or guardian,
execute all instruments, and give all acquittances necessary to be
executed or given under the rules, but shall not be a member of the
commniittee, or a trustee, manager, or treasurer of the society or branch.

83. A registered society or branch may subscribe out of its
funds to any hospital, infirmary, charitable, or provident institution,
any annual or other sum which may be necessary to secure to members
of the society or branch and their families the benefits of the hospital,
infirmary, or other institution, according to its rules. Rights
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Rights of members.

84. Every registered society and branch shall deliver to every Right to supply of
person on demand, on payment of a sum not exceeding one shilling, a ' of the rules,
copy of the rules of the society or branch.

85. Every registered society and branch shallsupply gratuitously, Right to supply
or produce for his inspection, to every member or person interested in o o o
its funds, on his application, either—
(a) a copy of the last annual return of the society or branch; or
(b) a balance-sheet or other document duly audited containing
the same particulars as to the receipts and expenditure,
funds, and effects of the society or branch as are contained
in the annual return.

86. A member or person having an interest in the funds of a Inspection of books
registered society or branch may inspect the books at all reasonable *¥ o
hours at the registered office of the society or branch, or at any place
where the books are kept, except that the member or person shall not,
unless he is an officer of the society or branch, or is specially authorised
by a resolution of the society or branch to do so, have the right to
inspeet the loan account of any other member without the written
consent of that member.

37. (1) A member or person claiming through a member of a Limitation of
registered friendly society or branch, shall not be entitled to receive "nefits:
more than two hundred pounds by way of gross sum, together with
any bonuses or additions declared upon assurances not exceeding that
amount, or (except as provided by this Act) fifty pounds a year by
way of annuity, or sick pay in excess of forty-two shillings per week
from any one or more such societies or branches.

(2) Any such society or branch may require a member or
person claiming through a member to make and sign a statutory
declaration that the total amount to which that member or person is
entitled from one or more such societies or branches does not exceed
the sums aforesaid.

88. The rules of a registered society or branch may provide for Accumulation of
accumulating at interest, for the use of any member, any surplus of fub,* * “*
his contributions to the funds of the society or branch which may
remain after providing for any assurance in respect of which they are
paid and for the withdrawal of the accumulations.

32, (1) A person shall not, by reason of his enrolment or service Persons in military
in the permanent or partially-paid or volunteer military or naval forces ° »avel forces-
of the Colony, lose or forfeit any interest in a society or branch,
which he possesses at the time of his being so enrolled or serving, or
be fined for absence from or non-attendance at any meeting of the
society or branch if his absence or non-attendance is occasioned by the

: discharge
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discharge of his military or naval duty as certified by his commanding-
officer, any rules of the society or branch to the contrary notwith-
standing.

(2) A dispute between any such society or branch and
person by reason of that enrolment or service shall be decided by a

. police or stipendiary magistrate or any two justices of the peace in

Investment of funds,

Receipts of
trustees to act as
reconveyance.

petty sessions.

(3) If the rules of a society or branch, certified before the
commencement of the Act, and in force at the time of the enrolment or
service, provide that a member shall be deprived of any benefit by reason
of that enrolment or service, the society or branch may, during the
time those rules are in force, require of the member a contribution
exceeding the rate of contribution otherwise payable by him to an
amount not exceeding one tenth of that rate during the time the
member is serving out of the Colony, or may suspend all claim of the
member to any benefits assured by the society or branch, and all claim
of the society or branch to any contributions payable by the member,
during the time only he is serving out of the Colony, but so that if he
returns to the Colony he shall forthwith be replaced on the same
footing as before he went abroad on service.

Property, funds, and investments.

40. (1) The trustees of a registered society or branch may,
with the consent of the committee or of a majority of the members
present and entitled to vote in general meeting, invest the funds of the
society or branch, or any part thereof, to any amount in any of the
following ways :—

(«) in the Government Savings Bank, or in the Savings Bank of
New South Wales; or

(b) in the public funds; or

(¢) in the purchase of land, or in the erection or alteration of
offices or other buildings thereon ; or

(d) upon any other security expressly directed by the rules of the
society or branch, not being personal security, except as in
this Act authorised with respcct to a loan fund.

(2) The rules of a society with branches and of any branch
thereof may provide for the investment of funds of the society or of
that branch by the trustees of any branch, or by the trustees of the
society, and the consent required for any such investment shall be the
consent of the committee or of such majority as aforesaid of the society
or branch by whom the funds are invested.

41, Where any portion of the funds of a society or branch
have been invested upon mortgage of land, a receipt under the hands

of the trustees, countexsmned by the secretary, in the form in the
Second
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Second Schedule hereto, if endorsed upon, or annexed to the mortgage
or other assurance, shall without reconveyance or resurrender vacate
the mortgage or assurance and vest the property therein comprised in
the person entitled to the equity of redemption of that property to the
uses and upon the trusts to or upon which the equity of redemption at
the date of such receipt stood limited.

43, A registered society may, out of any separate loan fund to
be formed by contributions or deposits of its members, make loans to
members on their personal security, with or without sureties, as may
be provided by the rules, subject to the following restrictions :—

(a) A loan shall not at any time be made out of money contributed
for the other purposes of the society ;

(b) a member shall not be capable of holding any interest in the
loan fund exceeding two hundred pounds;

(¢) a society shall not make any loan to a member on personal
security beyond the amount fixed by the rules, or make any
loan which, together with any money owing by a member to
the society, exceeds fifty pounds;

(d) a society shall not hold at any one time on deposit from its
members any money as distinct from contributions beyond
the amount fixed by the rules, and the amount so fixed shall
not exceed two-thirds of the total sums owing to the society
by the members who have borrowed from the loan fund.

43. A registered society, or with the consent of the central Holding of land.

body, any branch of a society may (if the rules of the society so
provide), for the purpose of holding the meetings and transacting the
business of such society or branch, hold, purchase, or take on lease in
the names of the trustees for the time being of such society or branch
any land, and may build upon the same, and sell, exchange, mortgage,
or lease such land and buildings or any part thereof, with power to
alter and pull down buildings and again rebuild thereon; and no
purchaser, assignee, mortgagee, or tenant shall be bound to inquire as
to the authority for any sale, exchange, mortgage, or lease by the
trustees, and the receipt of the trustees shall be a discharge for all
moneys arising from or in connection with such sale, exchange,
mortgage, or lease.

13

Loans to members
out of separate loan

44, (1) All property belonging to a registered society, whether Vesting of property.

acquired before or after the society is registered, shall vest in the
trustees for the time being of the society, for the use and benefit of
the society and the members thereof, and of all persons claiming
through the members according to the rules of the society.

(2) The property of a branch of a society shall vest wholly
or partly in the trustees for the time being of that branch or of any
other branch of which that branch forms part (or, if the rules of the
society so provide, in the trustees for the time being of the society),

for
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for the use and benefit either of the members of any such branch
and persons claiming through those members, or of the members of
the society generally, and persons claiming through them, according
to the rules of the society.

(3) The trustees shall not be liable to make good any
deficiency in the funds of the society or branch, but shall be liable for
sums of money actually received by them respectively on account of
the society or branch.

45. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of a trustee of a
registered society or branch, the property vested in that trustee shall,
without conveyance or assignment, and whether the property is real
or personal, vest, as personal estate subject to the same trusts, in the
succeeding trustee of that society or branch either solely or together
with any surviving or continuing trustees, and, until the appointment
of succeeding trustees, shall so vest in the surviving or continuing
trustees only, or in the executors or administrators of the last surviving
or continuing trustee, except that stocks and securities in the public
funds shall be transferred into the names of the succeeding trustees
either solely or jointly with any surviving or continuing trustees.

46. Tn all legal proceedings whatsoever concerning any property
vested in the trustees of a registered society or branch, the property
may be stated to be the property of the trustees in their proper names
as trustees for the society or branch without further description.

Officers in receipt or charge of money.

47. Every secretary and treasurer of a registered society or
branch shall, before taking office, give the security of a guarantee
society, in such sum as the society or branch directs, conditioned for
rendering a just and true account of all sums of money received and
paid by them, or either of them, on account of the society or branch at
such times as its rules appoint, or as the society or branch, or the
trustees or committee thereof, require them, or either of them, to do,
and for the payment by them, or either of them, of all sums due from
them, or either of them, to the society or branch.

48, (1) Every officer of a registered society or branch having
receipt or charge of money, securities, books, papers, or other effects
shall, at such times as by the rules of the society or branch he should
render account, or upon demand made, or notice in writing given or
left at his last or usual place of residence, give in his account as may
be required by the society or branch, or bv the trustees or committee
thereof, to be examined and allowed or disallowed by them, and shall,
on the like demand or notice, pay over all sums of money and deliver
all property in his hands or custody to such person as the society or
branch, or the committee or the trustees, may appoint. )

(2
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(2) In case of any neglect or refusal to deliver the account,
or to pay over the sums of money, or to deliver the property in manner
aforesaid, the trustees or authorised officers of the society or branch
may sue upon the bond or security before mentioned, or may apply to
a court consisting of a police or stipendiary magistrate, or any two
justices of the peace in petty sessions, and the order of either such
court shall be final and conclusive.

Payments on death generally.

49. (1) A member of a registered society or branch thereof, not Power of member
being under the age of sixteen years, may, by writing under his hand ;;;‘;;’,ﬁ’;’i,g"ﬁi:‘:;g;m
delivered at or sent to the registered office of the society or branch, or by nomination.
made in a book kept at that office, nominate a person to whom any sum
of money payable by the society or branch on the death of that member,
not exceeding one hundred pounds, shall be paid at his decease.

(2) The sum of money payable by the society or branch on
the death of a member shall include sums of money contributed to or
deposited in the separate loan account, and the sums of money
accumulated for the use of the member under the provisions of this
Act with interest thereon.

(3) The person so nominated must not be an officer or
servant of the society or branch, unless that officer or servant is the

1 husband, wife, father, mother, child, brother, sister, nephew, or niece
of the nominator.

(4) A nomination so made may be revoked and varied by
any similar document under the hand of the nominator, delivered,
sent, or made as aforesaid.

(5) The marriage of a member of a society or branch shall
operate as a revocation of any nomination theretofore made by that
member under this section.

50. (1) On receiving satisfactory proof of the death of a Proceedings on death
nominator the society or branch shall pay to the nominee the amount ° * **™***
due to the deceased member, not exceeding the said sum of one
hundred pounds.

(2) The receipt of a nominee over sixteen years of age for
any amount so paid shall be valid. ‘

51. (1) If any member of a registered society or branch Intestacy.
entitled from the funds thereof to a sum not exceeding one hundred
pounds dies intestate and without having made any nomination thereof
then subsisting, the society or branch may, without letters of adminis-
tration, distribute the sum among such persons as appear to a majority
of the trustees, upon such evidence, supported by statutory declaration,
as they may deem satisfactory, to be entitled by law to receive that sum.

(2)
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(2) If any such member is illegitimate the trustees may
pay the sum of money which that member might have nominated to
or among the persons who, in the opinion of a majority of them,
would have been entitled thereto if that member had been legitimate,
or if there are no such persons the society or branch shall deal with
the money as the Governor may direct.

(3) In case of no claim to the amount due on account of a
deceased member being made by any nominee or next of kin, or other
such person as aforeszud within six years from the death of the member,
the balance of the amounts due, affer the payment of funeral expenses,
shall revert wholly to the funeral fund of the society or branch.

52. (1) A payment made by a registered society or branch
under the foregoing provisions of this Act with respect to payments
on death generally to the person who at the time appears to a majority
of the trustees to be entitled thereunder, shall be valid and effectual
against any demand made upon the trustees or the society or branch
by any other person, but the next of kin or lawful representative of
the deceased member shall have remedy for recovery of the money, so
paid as aforesaid, against the person who has received that money.

(2) Where the society or branch has paid money to a
nominee in ignorance of a marriage subsequent to the nomination,
the receipt of the nominee shall be a valid discharge to the society or
branch.

63. (1) A registered society or branch shall not pay any sum
of money upon the death of a member or other person whose death is
or ought to be entered in any register of deaths, except upon the
productlon of a certificate of that death under the hand of the Registrar
of deaths or other person having care of the register of deaths in hich
that death is or ought to be 1ecrlstered

2) This section shall not apply to deaths at sea, nor to a
death by colliery explosion or other accident where the body cannot
be found, nor to any death certified by a coroner or magistrate holding
a coronial or magisterial inquiry, to be the subject of a pending
inquest or inquiry.

Payments on death of children.

54. A society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch
shall not insure or pay on the death of a child under five years of age
any sum of money which, added to any amount payable on the death
of that child by any other society or branch exceeds six pounds, or on
the death of a child under ten years of age any sum of money which,
added to any amount payable on the death of that child by any other
society or branch exceeds ten pounds.

55. A society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch
shall not pay any sum on the death of a child under ten years of age

excopt
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except to the parent of the child, or to the personal representative of
the parent, and upon the production by the parent or his personal
representative of a certificate of death issued by the registrar of
deaths or other person having the care of the register of deaths,
containing the particulars mentioned in this Act.
§6. (1) Where application is made for a certificate of the death Particulars of

of a child for the purpose of obtaining a sum of money from a T
or branch, the name of the society or branch, and the sum sought to
be obtained therefrom, shall be stated to the registrar of deaths.

(2) The registrar of deaths shall write on or at the foot of

the certificate the words “To be produced to the society or
branch” (naming the same) “said to be liable for payment of the sum
of pounds” (stating the same).

(3) Al certificates of the same death shall be numbered
in consecutive order.

67. (1) A registrar of deaths shall not give any one or more Cases in which
certificates of death for the payment in the whole of any sum of money Zf:f,ﬁcat“ e
exceeding six pounds on the death of a child under five years, or for
the payment in the whole of a sum exceeding ten pounds on the death
of a child under ten years.

(2) A registrar of deaths shall not grant any such certifi-
cate unless the cause of death has been previously entered in the
register of deaths on the certificate of a coroner or of a registered
medical practitioner who attended the deceased child during its last
illness, or except upon the production of a certificate of the probable
cause of death under the hand of a registered medical practitioner, or
of other satisfactory evidence thereof.

88. A society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch to Inquiries by socictics.
which is produced a certificate of the death of a child which does not
purport to be the first shall, before paying any money thereon, inquire
whether any and what sums of money have been paid on the same
death by any other society or branch.

69. Nothing in this Act respecting payments on the death of Baring sxto insuisble
children shall apply to insurance on the lives of children of any age, ™"
when the person insuring has an interest in the life of the person insured.

Disputes.

60. Every dispute between—

(@) a member or person claiming through a member or under the Decision of disputes,
rules of a registered society or branch, and the society or
branch, or an officer thereof; or

(0) any person aggrieved who has for not more than six months
ceased to be a member of a registered society or branch, or
any person claiming through such person aggrieved, and the
society or branch, or an officer thereof ; or )

(e
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(¢) any branch of any society and the society of which it is a
branch ; or
(d) an officer of any branch and the society of which that branch
is a branch; or
(¢) any two or more branches of any society, or any officers thereof
respectively,
shall be decided in a manner directed by the rules of the society or
branch, and the decision so given shall be binding and conclusive on
all parties without appeal, and shall not be removable into any court
of law or restrainable by injunction ; and application for the enforce-
ment thereof may be made to the District Court.

Change of name, amalgamation, and conversion of Societies.

61. (1) A registered society may, by special resolution, with
the approval in writing of the Registrar, change its name, and shall
not change its name in any other manner.

(2) Any such change of name shall not affect any right or
obligation of the society, or of any member thereof, and any pending
legal proceedings may be continued by or against the trustees of the
society, or any other officer who may sue or be sued on behalf of the
society, notwithstanding its new name.

62. (1) Any two or more registered societies, or any two or
more branches of a registered society with the consent of such society,
may become amalgamated together as one society or branch, with or
without any dissolution or division of the funds of any of those
societies or branches.

(2) A registered society, or branch of a registered society
with the consent of such society, may transfer its engagements to any
other registered society or branch which may undertake to fulfil the
engagements of that society or branch.

(3) The terms upon which any societies or branches may
become amalgamated, or upon which any society or branch may
transfer its engagements under this section shall be—

(a) agreed upon by the committees of management of all the
societies or branches proposed to become amalgamated, or of
the society proposing to transfer its engagements and the
society proposing to undertake to fulfil such engagements;
and

() confirmed by the votes of a majority of the members of each
of such societies or branches present or voting by writing
(where and in such manner as the rules allow voting by
wrilting) at a general meeting duly convened for that purpose;
anc

(¢) approved by the Registrar after such confirmation.
3.
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63. (1) A registered society may, by special resolution, deter- Conversion of society
mine to convert itself into a company under the Companies Act, or to R,
amalgamate with or transfer its engagements to any such company.

(2) If a special resolution for converting a society into a
company contains the particulars required by the Companies Act, to be
contained in the memorandum of asscciation of a company, and a true
copy thereof has been registered by the Registrar, a copy of that
resolution under the seal or stamp of the Registrar shall have the same
effect as a memorandum of association duly signed and attested under
the said Act.

(8) If a society is registered as, or amalgamates with, or
transfers all its engagements to, a company, the registry of the society
under this Aect shall thereupon become void, and shall be cancelled by
the Registrar; but the registration of a society asa company shall not
affect any right or claim subsisting against that society, or any penalty
incurred by that society; and for the purpose of enforcing any such
right, claim, or penalty, the society may be sued and proceeded against
in the same manner as if it had not become registered as a company ;
and every such right or claim, or the liability to any such penalty,
shall have priority as against the property of the company, over all
other rights or claims against or liabilities of the company.

64. An amalgamation or transfer of engagements in pursuance Saving rights
of this Act shall not prejudice any right of a creditor of either or any * ™ S
society party thereto.

65. (1) A registered society may, by a resolution passed by a Conversion of society
majority of the members or delegates present and entitled to vote g inse branoh.
any general meeting, of which notice specifying the intention to
propose any such resolution has been duly given according to the rules,
determine to become a branch of any other registered society.

(2) If the rules of the society do not comply with all the
provisions of this Act, the meeting at which any such resolution is
passed may amend the rules so as to bring the rules into compliance
with this Act.

(8) A copy of the rules of the society marked to show
the amendments, if any, made at the meeting, and two copies of the
resolution and of such amendment of rules, if any, as aforesaid, each
signed by the chairman of the meeting and by the secretary of the
society so determining to become a branch of another society, and
countersigned by the secretary of that other society, shall be sent to
the Registrar.

(4) If the Registrar finds that the rules, with or without
such amendment as aforesaid, comply with the provisions of this Act,
he shall cancel the registry of the first-mentioned society, and shall
register the rules and issue acknowledgments in the same manner as
is provided by this Act in respect of the establishment of new brancheg;

an
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and the provisions of this Act as to appeals from the refusal to register
a society shall apply to a refusal to register rules or issue acknowledg-
ments under this section as a branch of that other society.
(5) An advertisement of any cancelling of registry under
this section shall not be requisite.
(6) This section shall apply only to societies registered
before the commencement of this Act.
Meaning of special 66. For the purposes of this Act a special resolution shall mean
resolution. a resolution which is—

() passed by a majority of not less than two-thirds of such
members of a registered society entitled under the rules to
vote as may be present in person or by proxy (where the
rules allow proxies), at any general meeting of which notice
specifying the intention to propose such resolutions has been
duly given according to the rules; and

(b) confirmed by a majority of such members entitled under the
rules to vote as may be present in person or by proxy (where
the rules allow proxies), at a subsequent general meeting of
which notice has been duly given, held not less than fourteen
days nor more than one month from the day of the meeting
at which such resolution was first passed.

At any meeting mentioned in this section, unless a poll is demanded,
a declaration by the chairman that the resolution has been carried
shall be conclusive evidence of the fact.

Registration of 67. A copy of every special resolution for any of the purposes

special resolutione.  mentioned in this Act, signed by the chairman of the meeting and
countersigned by the secretary, shall be sent to the Registrar and
registered by him, and until that copy is so registered the special
resolution shall not take effect.

Inspection, cancelling, and suspension of registry—dissolution.

Appointment of 68. (1) Upon the application of—
st oo (a) one-fifth of the whole number of members of a registered
society ; or, -
(0) in the case of a registered society of one thousand members
and not exceeding ten thousand, one hundred members ; or,
(¢) in the case of a registered society of more than ten thousand
members, five hundred members,
the Registrar, with the consent of the Governor in every case, may—
(@) appoint an inspector or inspectors to examine into and report
on the affairs of the society ; or,
(0) call a special meeting of the society.
(2) The application under this section shall be supported
by such evidence, for the purpose of showing that the applicants have
good
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good reason for requiring an inspection to be made or meeting to be
called, and that they are not actuated by malicious motives in their
application, and such notice thereof shall be given to the society, as
the Registrar directs.

(3) The Registrar shall require the applicants to give
security for the costs of the proposed inspection or meeting, before
appointing any inspector or calling the meeting.

(4) All expenses of and incidental to any such inspection
or meeting shall be defrayed by the members applying therefor or
out of the funds of the society, or by the members or officers, or former
members or officers, of the society in such proportions as the Registrar
directs.

(5) An inspector appointed under this section may require
the production of all or any of the books and documents of the society,
and may examine on oath its officers, members, agents, and servants
in relation to its business, and may administer such oath accordingly.

(6) The Registrar may direct at what time and place a
special meeting under this section is to be held and what matters are
to be discussed and determined at that meeting, and the meeting shall
have all the powers of a meeting called according to the rules of the
society, and shall in all cases have power to appoint its own chairman,
any rule of the society to the contrary notwithstanding.

(7) This section shall not apply to a society with branches,
except with the consent of the central body of that society.

69. (1) The Registrar may—

(a) if he thinks fit, at the request of a society, to be evidenced
in such manner as he may direct ; or

(b) with the approval of the Governor, on proof o his satisfaction
that an acknowledgment of registry has been obtained by
fraud or mistake, or that a society exists for an illegal
purpose, or has wilfully and after notice from the Registrar
violated any of the provisions of this Act, or has ceased to
exist; or .

(¢) if any society or branch thereof fails to comply within a
period of twelve months, after due notice has been given by
the Registrar (acting under the advice of the actuary), with
any requirement duly made by him under his hand in
reference to the adequacy of its contributions to provide the
benefits provided under its rules,

by writing under his hand cancel the registry of a society.

(2) The Registrar in any case in which he might, with the
approval of the Governor, cancel the registry of a society, may, by
writing under his hand, suspend the registry for any term not
exceeding three months; and may, with the approval of the Governor,
renew the suspension for the like period.

(3)

Cancelling and
suspension of
registry.

21
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(3) Unless the Registrar has given to a registered society
not less than two months previous notice in writing, specifying briefly
the ground of any proposed cancelling or suspension, the registry of
the society shall not be cancelled (except at its request) or suspended.

1) Where the registry of a society has been cancelled or
suspended, notice thereof shall forthwith be advertised in the Gazette.

(5) Where the registry of a society has been suspended or
cancelled the society shall from the time of the suspension or cancel-
ling (but if suspended only while the suspension lasts, and subject also
to the right of appeal given by this section) absolutely cease to
enjoy as such the privileges of a registered society, but without
prejudice to any liability actually incurred by the society ; and any such
liability may be enforced against the society as if the suspension or
cancelling had not taken piace.

(6) A society may appeal from the cancelling of its
registry or from any suspension thercof which is renewed after six
months from the Registrar to the Supreme Court.

70. (1) Subject to the provision of this Act as to the dissolu-
tion of societies with branches, a registered society or branch may
terminate or be dissolved in any of the following ways—

(a) upon the happening of any event declared by the rules to be
the termination of the society or branch; or
(b) as respects societies authorised by the Governor under section
six of this Act, by the consent of two-thirds of the members,
testified by their signatures to the instrument of dissolution ;
or
(¢) as respects societies other than those authorised by the
Governor under section six of this Act, by the consent of
five-sixths in value of the members (exclusive of honorary
members, if any), testified by their signatures to the instrument
of dissolution, and also by the written consent of every
person receiving or entitled to receive any relief, annuity, or
other benefit from the funds of the society or branch, unless
the claim of that person is first duly satisfied, or adequate
provision made for satisfying that claim, and in the case of
a branch with the consent of the central body of the society,
or in accordance with the general rules of the society ; or
(d) by the award of the Registrar in the cases specified in this Act.
(2) The central body of any society shall have power if it
deem fit to assume the control of all moneys and properties, and to
defray all lawful expenses of any branch thereof which has lapsed or
has been reduced in membership below the number prescribed in the
rules of such society, or which has been dissolved, the members of
such branch being safeguarded with respect to all benefits to which
they may at the time be entitled.
3)
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(8) For the purposes of this section the signature of a
member shall include the signature of any person being a member
duly authorised in that behalf by the first-mentioned member.

(4) The value of members shall be ascertained by giving one
vote to every member, and an additional vote for every five years that
he has been a member, but to no one member more than five votes in
the whole.

(5) If any member of a society which is dissolved, or if
any person claiming any relief, annuity, or other benefit from the
funds thereof, is dissatisfied with the provision made for satisfying his
claim, that member or person may apply to the District Court of the
district within which the chief or any other place of business of the
society is situate for relief or other order, and that court shall have the
same powers in the matter as in regard to the settlement of disputes
under this Act.

71. When a registered society or branch is terminated by an
instrument of dissolution :—

(1) the instrument shall set forth—

(a) theliabilities and assets of the society or branch indetail; and

(4) the number of members and the nature of their interests in
the society or branch; and

(¢) the claims of creditors (if any), and the provision to be
made for their payment; and

(d) the intended appropriation or division of the funds and
property of the society or branch, unless the appropriation
or division is stated in the instrument of dissolution to be
left to the award of the Registrar. 3

(2) Alterations in the instrument of dissolution may be made with
the like consents as are in this Act required for the disso-
lution of a society or branch, testified in the same manner.

(8) A statutory declaration shall be made by one of the trustees,
or by three members and the secretary of the society or
branch, that the provisions of this Act have been complied
with, and shall be sent to the Registrar with the instrument
of dissolution.

(4) The instrument shall not in the case of a registered society
or branch direct or contain any provision for a division or
appropriation of the funds of the society or branch, or any
part thereof, otherwise than for the purpose of carrying into
effect the objects of the society or branch as declared in the
rules thereof, unless the claim of every member or person
claiming any relief, annuity, or other benefit from the funds
thereof is first duly satisfied, or adequate provisions are made
for satisfying those claims. )

b5

Instrument of
dissolution.
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(5) The instrument of dissolution and all alterations therein shall
be registered in manner in this Act provided for the registry
of amendments of rules, and shall be binding upon all the
members of the society or branch.

(6) The Registrar shall cause a notice of the dissolution to be
advertised in a newspaper circulating within the district in
which the society’s meetings are held, at the expense of the
society or branch, and unless within three months from the
date of the Gazette in which the advertisement appears, a
member or other person interested in or having any claim
on the funds of the society or branch commences proceedings
to set aside the dissolution of the society or branch, and the
dissolution is set aside accordingly, the society or branch
shall be legally dissolved from the date of that advertise-
ment, and the requisite consents to the instrument of disso-
lution shall be considered to have been duly obtained without
proof of the signatures thereto.

Award of 72. (1) Upon the application made in writing under their
dissolution. hands of—

(a) one-fifth of the whole number of members of a registered
society or branch ; or

(b) in the case of a registered society or branch of one thousand
members and not exceeding ten thousand, one hundred
members ; or

(¢) in the case of a registered society or branch of more than ten
thousand members, five hundred members,

the Registrar may by himself, or by his deputy whom he may appoint

in writing under his hand, investigate the affairs of the society or

branch, but shall give not less than one month’s previous notice in

writing to the society or branch whose affairs are to be investigated.
(2) The application shall—

(a) state that the funds of the society or branch are insufficient
to meet the existing claims thereon, or that the rates of
contribution fixed in the rules of the society or branch are
insufficient to cover the benefits assured ; and

(0) setforth the grounds on which the insufficiency is alleged ; and

(¢) request an investigation into the affairs of the society or
branch with a view to the dissolution thereof ; and

(d) the Registrar shall, before proceeding under this section,
demand from the applicants a deposit or security for the cost
of the proposed investigation, and such deposit or security
shall not be from or upon the funds of the society or branch.

(3) If upon the investigation it appears that the funds of
the society or branch are insufficient to meet the existing claims
thereon, or that the rates of contribution fixed in the rules of the
society
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society or branch are insufficient to cover the benefits assured to be
given by the society or branch, the Registrar may, if he considers it
expedient so to do, award that the society or branch shall be dissolved,
and its affairs wound-up, and shall direct in what manner the assets of
the society or branch shall be divided or appropriated: Provided
always that the Registrar may suspend his award for such period as
he may deem necessary to enable the society or branch to make such
alterations and adjustment of contributions and benefits as will, in his
Judgment, prevent the necessity of the award of dissolution being made.

(4) The Registrar proceeding under this section shall have
all the same powers and authorities, enforceable by the same penalties,
as in the case of a dispute referred to him under this Act.

(5) Every award under this section, whether for dissolution
or distribution of funds, shall be final and conclusive on the society or
branch in respect of which the award is made, and on all members of
the society or branch and on all other persons having any claim on the
funds of the society or branch, without appeal, and shall be enforced
in the same manner as a decision on a dispute under this Act.

(6) The expenses of every investigation and award, and of
publishing every notice of dissolution, shall be paid out of the funds
of the society or branch before any other appropriation thereof is made,
provided that the Registrar may direet that each person applying for
the investigation shall contribute a sum not exceeding sixpence towards
the expenses thereof. '

(7) Notice of award for dissolution shall, within twenty-
one days after the award has been made, be advertised by the Registrar
and unless within three months from the date on which that advertise-
ment appears, a member or person interested in or having any claim
on the funds of the society or branch commences proceedings to set
aside the dissolution of the society or branch consequent upon such
award, and the dissolution is set aside accordingly, the society or
branch shall be legally dissolved from the date of the advertisement,
and the requisite consents to the application to the Registrar shall be
considered to have been duly obtained without proof of the signature
thereto. '

73. A notice required by this Act to be advertised shall be Advertisement of
published in the Gazette, and in a newspaper circulating in the ™"
neighbourhood of the registered office of the society or branch.

74. The provisions of this Act respecting the dissolution of Dissolution of
tetios shall oaad et L % 1 S 2o oS societies having

societies shall not apply to any society having branches except with pranches.
the consent of the central body of the society.

75. Notice shall be sent to the Registrar by the person taking Notico of progsedingi
any proceeding to set aside the dissolution of a society or branch, not e tiee
less than seven days before the proceeding is commenced, and by the
society or branch of any order setting a dissolution aside, within seven

days after that order is made. Offences,
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Offences, penalties, and legal proceedings.

Eorly B e Baioes 76. Whosoever being a member of the committee of manage-
members o - . . »
dinmithe of ment of any society formed after the commencement of this Act for
s Sered any of the purposes mentioned in subsection (1) of section six of this
socletles.

Act takes any money or valuable thing in consideration of the allotment

of any shares or interest in that society before the society is registered

under this Act shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds.

Offences. 77. Tt shall be an offence under this Act if—

(a) a registered society or branch, or an officer or member
thereof, fails to give any notice, send any return or document,
do or allow to be done anything which the society, branch
officer, or person, is by this Act required to give, send, do, or
allow to be done; or

(b) a registered society or branch, or an officer or member thereof,
wilfully neglects or refuses to do any act or to furnish any
information required for the purposes of this Act by the
Registrar or by any other person authorised under this Act,
or does anything forbidden by this Act; or

(¢) a registered society or branch, or an officer or member thereof,
makes a return, or wilfully furnishes information in any
respect false or insufficient ; or

(d) an officer or member of a body which, having been a branch
of a society, has wholly seceded or been expelled from that
society, thereafter uses the name of that society or any name
implying that the body is a branch of that society, or the
number by which that body was designated as such branch ;
or

(¢) where a dispute is referred under this Act to the Registrar, a
person refuses to attend or to produce any documents, or to
give evidence before the Registrar; or

(f) a society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch pays
money on the death of a child under ten years of age, other-
wise than is provided by this Act; or

(9) a parent or personal representative of a parent claiming
money on the death of a child produces a certificate of the
death other than isin this Act provided to the society or
branch from which the money is claimed, or produces a false
certificate, or one fraudulently obtained, or in any way
attempts to defeat the provisions of this Act with respect to
payments upon the death of children.

Offences by societies 78. Where a registered society or branch is guilty of an offence
to be also offences by . .
officers, &5, Y under this Act every officer of the society or branch bound by the

rules thereof to fulfil any duty whereof the offence is a breach, or if
there is no such officer, then every member of the committee, unless
that
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that officer or member is proved to have been ignorant of or to have
attempted to prevent the commission of the offence, shall be liable to
the same penalty as if he had committed the offence.
79. Bvery default under this Act constituting an offence, if Continuing offencee.
continued, shall constitute a new offence in every week during which
the default continues.

80. (1) If any person, with intent to mislead or defraud, gives Punishmentof fraud,
to any other person a copy of any rules, laws, regulations, or other ,ffl:,(;p;‘rofgf,rﬁ?f,;m
documents other than the rules of a registered society or branch, on
the pretence that they are the existing rules of that society or branch,
or that there are no other rules of the society or branch, or gives to
any person a copy of any rules on the pretence that those rules are
the rules of a registered society or branch when the society is not
registered, or the branch is not a branch as defined by this Act, the
person so offending shall be guilty of a misdemeanour.

(2) If any person knowingly makes a false or fraudulent
statement in any statutory declaration required by this Act, he shall
be guilty of a misdemeanour. And if any member of a registered society
or branch makes any false statement in any declaration, whether written
or verbal, orin any statutory declaration, required by this Act or by the
rules made thereunder, he may, in addition to suffering any other
penalty under this Act, on the vote of the majority of the members of
the society or branch present at a general meeting, be deprived of all
benefits of the society and branch, and be expelled from such society
or branch.

(3) If any person obtains possession by false representa-
tion or imposition of any property of a registered society or branch, or
withholds or misapplies any such property in his possession, or wilfully
applies any part thereof to purposes other than those expressed or
directed in the rules of the society or branch and authorised by this
Act, he shall, on such complaint as is in this section mentioned, be
liable on summary convietion to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds
and costs, and to be ordered to deliver up all such property, or fo
repay all sums of money applied improperly; and in default of such
delivery or repayment, or of the payment of such fine and costs as
aforesaid, to be imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any time
not exceeding three months.

(4) Complaint under this section may be made—

(a) In the case of a registered society, by the society or any
member authorised by the society, or the trustees or committee
of the society ; or

(0) In the case of a branch, by—

(1) the branch or any member authorised by the branch or the

trustees or committee thereof; or

(2) the central body of the society of which the branch forms

part; or (3)
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(3) any member of the society or branch authorised by the

central body ; or

(¢) In any case, by the Registrar or by any member of the society
or branch authorised by the Registrar.

(5) Nothing in this Act shall prevent any such person from
being proceeded against by way of indictment, if not previously
convicted of the same offence under the provisions of this Act.

81. If any person wilfully makes, orders, or allows to be made
any entry, erasure in, or omission from, a balance-sheet of a registered
society or branch, or a return or document required to be sent,
produced, or delivered for the purposes of this Act, with intent to
falsify the same, or to evade any of the provisions of this Act, he shall
be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

82. A society or branch, and an officer or member of a society
or branch, or other person guilty of an offence under this Act for
which no penalty is expressly provided, shall be liable to a penalty of
not less than one pound and not more than five pounds.

83. If an officer or person aids or abets in the amalgamation or
transfer of engagements, orin the dissolution of a friendly society other-
wise than as in this Act provided, he shall be liable on summary con-
vietion to the penalty imposed by this Act for offences thereunder, or t>
be imprisoned with hard labour for a term not exceeding three months.

84. All penalties imposed by this Act or by any regulations made
thereunder or by the rules of a registered society or branch may at the
suit of the Registrar or any person aggrieved be recovered before, and
offences against this Act may be heard and determined by, a police or
stipendiary magistrate or any two justices of the peace in petty
sessions—

(a) in the petty sessions district where the offence was committed;
or

(b) as respects a prosecution against a registered society or branch
or an officer thereof, in the petty sessions district where the
registered office of the society or branch is situated ; or

(¢) as respects a prosecution against a person other than a
registered society or branch or an officer thereof, in the petty
sessions district where the person is resident at the time of
the institution of the prosecution :

Provided that any person aggrieved by any judgment, con-
viction, or order given or made under this section may appeal there-
from in the manner provided by the Criminal Law Amendment Act of
1883, and the Criminal Law and Evidence Amendment Act of 1891 in
respect of appeals from summary conviction.

85. (1) The trustees of a registered society or branch, or any
other officers authorised by the rules thereof, may bring or defend, or

cause to be brought or defended, any action or other legal proceeding
in
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in any court whatsoever, touching or concerning any property, right, or
claim of the society or branch, and may sue and be sued in their
proper names, without other description than the title of their office.

(2) In legal proceedings brought under this Act by a
member or person claiming through a member, a registered society or
branch may also be sued in the name, as defendant, of any officer or
person who receives contributions or issues policies on behalf of the
society or branch within the jurisdiction of the court in which the
legal proceeding is brought, with the addition of the words “on behalf
of the society or branch” (naming the same).

(3) A legal proceeding shall not abate or be discontinued
by the death, resignation, or removal from office of any officer, or by
any act of any such officer after the commencement of the proceedings.

(4) The summons, writ, process, or other proceeding to be
issued to or against the officer or other person sued on behalf of
a registered society or branch shall be sufficiently served by personally
serving that officer or other person, or by leaving a true copy thereof
at the registered office of the society or branch, or at any place of
business of the society or branch within the jurisdiction of the court
in which the proceeding is brought, or, if that office or place of business
is closed, by posting the copy on the outer door of that office or place
of business.

(5) In all cases where the said summons, writ, process, or
other proceeding is not served by means of such personal service or by
leaving a true copy thereof at the registered office of the society or
branch as aforesaid, a copy thereof shall be sent in a registered letter
addressed to the committee at the registered office of the society or
branch, and posted at least fourteen days before any further step is
taken on the proceeding.

Fees, forms, requlations, evidence.

86. (1) The Governor may determine a scale of fees to be paid,
for matters to be transacted, or for the inspection of documents under
this Act.

(2) A fee shall not be payable on the registry of any
friendly society, or of any amendment of the rules thereof.

(3) All fees which may be received by any Registrar,
under or by virtue of this Act, shall be paid into the Treasury.

87. (1) For the purpose of this Act, a certificate of the birth or
death of” any member of or person insured or to be. insured with a
registered friendly society or branch, shall, on application being made
as in this Act provided, be given under his hand by the Registrar of
Births or Deaths, for a sum not exceeding one shilling, in place of all
fees or payments otherwise payahle in respect thereof.

; (2)

Fees.

Fees payable to
Registrar of Births
and Deaths.
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(2) Whenever application is made at one time to any such
Registrar for more certificates than one of the same birth or death for
the purposes of and in the manner prescribed in this Act, the sum
charged for every such certificate, other than the first, shall not exceed
sixpence.

(3) Whenever the Registrar is required by the person
applying for any certificate of birth or death to fill up the form of
application, he may demand a sum not exceeding threepence for so
doing.

s (4) For the purposes of this section the expression Registrar
of Births or Deaths shall include any person having the care of the
register of births or deaths in which the birth or death is entered.

88. (1) The forms to be used for acknowledgments of registry
of societies, rules and amendments of rules, and of establishment of
branches, shall be those contained in Part I of the Second Schedule
to this Act, or such other forms as are presceribed by regulations made
by the Governor.

(2) Every annual or other return, abstract of valuation,
and other document required for the purposes of this Act shall be
made in such form and shall contain such particulars as the Registrar
prescribes.

(3) A receipt under this Act endorsed upon or annexed to
a mortgage or other assurance, shall be in the form set forth in Part
II of the same Schedule, or in any form specified in the rules of the
society or branch or any Schedule thereto, and a bond to be given by
an officer in receipt or charge of money shall be in one of the forms
set forth in the said Part.

(4) Applications for certificates of births and deaths under
this Act shall be in such form and under such regulations as may be
approved of by the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages.

89. (1) The Governor may make regulations respecting registry
and procedure under this Act, and the seal to be used for registry, and
the duties and functions of the Registrar, and the inspection of docu-
ments kept by the Registrar under this Act, and generally for carrying
this Act into effect. :

(2) All such regulations shall be published in the Gazette,
and shall thereupon, if not repugnant to this Act, have the force of
law.

(8) All such regulations shall, on being gazetted, be laid
before both Houses of Parliament within fourteen days if Parliament
be then sitting, and if not then sitting then within fourteen days after
the next meeting of Parliament.

90. Every document bearing the seal or stamp of the Registrar
shall be received in evidence without further proof; and every docu-
ment purporting to be signed by the Registrar, or any inspector or
public
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public auditor or valuer under this Act shall, in the absence of any
evidence to the contrary, be received in evidence without proof of the
signature.

Application of Act.

91. Societies and branches subsisting at the commencement of Application to
this Act, which were established under Part IIT of the Friendly existing societics.
Societies Act of 1873, and whose rules were certified under that Act,
or to which the exemptions and privileges of that Act were extended,
shall for a period of twelve months from the commencement of this
Act be deemed to be societies registered under this Act; and the rules
of those societies and branches certified as aforesaid shall, so far as
they are not contrary to any express provision of this Act, continue in
force for the said period, and no longer.

Supplemental.

92. In this Act, unless a contrary intention appears— Definitions.

¢ Amendment of rule’ shall include a new rule, and a resolution
rescinding a rule.

¢ Branch ” shall mean any number of the members of a society
under the control of a central body having a separate fund,
administered by themselves or by a committee or officers
appointed by themselves, and bound to contribute to a fund
under the control of a central body, and which has been
designated as a branch of a society in any acknowledgment
of the registry of that society, or of the registry of the rules
or establishment of a new branch.

“ Central body” shall mean, in the case of a society with branches,
the body of delegates appointed under the rules of the
society to control the business of such branches.

“ Committee ”’ shall mean the committee of management or other
directing body of a society or branch.

“ Land ” shall include any interest in land.

“ Meeting ’ shall include (where the rules of the society so allow)
a meeting of delegates appointed by members.

“Officer ” shall include any trustee, treasurer, secretary, or
member of the committee of management of a society or
branch, or person appointed by the society or branch to sue
and be sued on its behalf.

“ Persons claiming through a member ” shall include the nominees
of the member when nomination is allowed.

“ Property ” shall extend to all property (whether real or personal),
including books and papers.

“ Registered
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“ Registered society ” shall mean a society registered under thig
Act, and shall include societies subsisting at the commence-
ment of this Act to which the provisions of this Aect apply.

“ Registrar ” shall mean the Registrar under this Act.

98. The Act mentioned in the Third Schedule to this Act is
lereby repealed to the extent mentioned in the third column of that
Schedule.

94, This Act may be cited as the “Friendly Societies Act, 1899.”

SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE,
Matters to be provided for by the rules of societics regislered under this Act.

1. The name and place of office of the society.

2. The whole of the objects for which the society is to be established, the purposes
for which the funds thereof shall be applicable, the terms of admission of members, the
conditions under which any member may become entitled to any benefit assured thereby,
and the fines and forfeitures to be imposed on any member, and the consequences of
non-payment of any subseription or fine,

3. The mode of holding meetings and right of voting, and the manner of making,
altering, or rescinding rules.

4. The appointment and removal of a committee of management (by whatever
name), of a treasurer and other officers, and of trustees; and in the case of a society
with branches, the composition and powers of the central body, and the conditions under
which a branch may secede from the society.

5. The investment of the funds, the keeping of the accounts, and the audit of
the same once a year at least.

6. Annual returns to the Registrar of the receipts, funds, effects, and expenditure,
and numbers of members of the society.

7. The inspection of the books of the society by every person having an interest
in the funds of the society.

8. The manner in which disputes shall be settled.

9. The keeping separate accounts of all moneys received or paid on account of
every particular fund or benefit assured, for which a separate table of contributions
pryable shall have been adopted, and the keeping separate account of the expenses of
management, and of all contributions on account thereof,

10. A valuation once at least in every five years of the assets and liabilities of
the society, including the estimated risks and contributions.

11. The voluntary dissolution of the society, by consent, of not less than five-
sixths in value of the members, and of every person for the time being entitled to any
benefit from the funds of the society, unless his claim be first satisfied or adequateiy
provided for.

12. The right of one-fifth of the total number of membors, or of one hundred
werabers in the case of a society of one thousand members and not exceeding ten
thoasand, or of five hundred members in the case of a society of more than ten thousand
members, to apply to the Registrar for an investigation of the a%airs of tho society, or
for winding-up the same.

.~
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE.

FORMS.
Parr I
Acknowledgment of registry of society.
The society (with branches designated ) is registered as a
friendly society, under the ¥riendly Societies Act, 1899, this day of

(Seal or stamp of, and signature of Registrar.)

Acknowledgment of registry of amendment of rules.

The foregoing amendment of the rules of the society (or of the
branch of the society), is registered under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899,
this day of :

(Seal or stamp of office, and signature of Registrar.)

Acknowledgment of establishment of new branch.

The is acknowledged to be established as a branch of the
society under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899, this day of .

(Seal of office and signature of Registrar.)

Acknowledgment of registry of rules of mew branch.

The foregoing rules of the branch of the gociety are registered
under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899, this day of -

(Seal of office and signature of Registrar.)

Parr 1L
Form of bond.
Kxow all men by these presents that we, A.B., of , one of the officers of the
gociety (or of the branch of the society) having its registered
office at , in the county of , and C.D. of (as surety on behalf
of the said A.B), are jointly and severally held and firmly bound to E.F. of
, G.H. of , and LK. of the trustees of the said society (or
branch) in the sum of to be paid to the said E.F, G.H., and 1.K., as such

trustees or their successors, trustees for the time being, or their certain attorney; for
which payment well and truly to be made we jointly and severally bind ourselves, and
each of us by himself, our and each of our heirs, executors, and administrators, firmly
by these presents.

Sealed with our seals. Dated the day of , in the year of our
Lord

Whereas the above-bounden A.B. has been duly appointed to the office of
of the society (or of the branch of the society) having its registered
office situate as aforesaid, and he, together with the above-bounden C.D. as his surety,
have entered into the above-written bond, subject to the condition hereinafter contained.
Now therefore the condition of the above-written bond is such that if the said A.B. do
render a just and true account of all moneys received and paid by him on account of the
said society (or branch), at such times as the rules thereof appoint, and do pay over all
the moneys remaining in his hands, and assign and transfer or deliver all property
(including books and papers) belonging to the said society (or branch) in his hands or

custody
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custody to such person or persons as the said society (or branch), or the trustees or
committee of management thereof shall appoint, according to the rules of the said
society (or branch), together with the proper and legal receipts or vouchers for such
payments, then the above-written bond shall be void, otherwise shall remain in full force.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of—
(Two witnesses.)

Form of receipt to be endorsed on mortgage or further charge.
Tue trustees of the society (or the branch of the society)
hereby acknowledge to have received all moneys intended to be secured by the within
(or above) written deed.
Signed (Signatures of trustees.)
Trustees.
Countersigned (Signature of secretary.)

Secretary.

THIRD SCHEDULE.

Session and

chapter. Title or short title. Extent of repeal.

37 Vic. No. 4...| The Friendly Societics Act, 1873....‘ The whole Act, except so far as it
relates to benefit-building, loan,
and investment societies, and to
co-operative trading and indus-
trial societies.

By virtue of @ Deputation from Iis Excellency the Right Ilonor- -
able Earl Beauchamp, K.C.M.G., Governor of New South Wales, in
the name and on the behalf of iler Majesty I assent to this Act.

FREDK. M. DARLEY,
Government House, Lieutenant- Governor.
Sydney, 5th December, 1899.




FRIENDLY SOCIETIES BILL.

SCHEDULLE showing the Legislative Assembly’s Disagreements from the Legislative
Council’s Amendments, referred to in Message of 23rd November, 1899,

I'. W, WEBB,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

Page 2, clause 1.  Omit subsection (8) :—

(8) Any actuary to be appointed under this Act shall be a Fellow of the
Institute of Actuaries of Great Britain and Ireland or a Fellow of the Faculty of
Actuaries in Scotland.

Page 12, clause 40.  Re-insert subsections (¢) and (d) :—
(c) in the purchase of land, or in the erection or alteration of offices or other
buildings thereon; or
(d) upon any other security expressly directed by the rules of the society or
branch, not being personal security, except as in this Act authorised with
respect to a loan fund.
Page 12, clause 40. Omit new subsection (¢) :—
(c¢) upon mortgage of any unencumbered land in the Colony of New South
Wales of an estate in fee simple to an amount not exceeding two-thirds of
the value of such land.

Page 31, clause 91, lines 27 and 28. Re-insert  for aperiod of twelve months from
“ the commencement of this Act”

290—

Nore,—These references are to the Council’s reprint of the Assembly Bill,






Page 1,
Page 1,

Page 1,
Page 3,

Page 3,

Page 7,

Page 7,

Page 7,
R
Page 9,

Page 9,
Page 9,
Page 9,

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES BILL.

SCHEDULE of Amendments referred to in Message of 8th November, 1899.

title. Omit¢ ¢ consolidate and ”

clause 1, line 7. Afiter « Governor” insert *“ subject to the provisions of the Public Service
¢ Act of 1895

clause 1. Affer subsection (2) insert new subsection (3)

clause 6. After subsection (a) insert new subsection (b)

clause 6, lines 25 to 30. Omat “ Provided that neither a society which contracts with any person
¢ for the assurance of an annuity exceeding fifty pounds per annum, or of a gross sum exceeding
“ two hundred pounds, nor a society the majority of whose members consists of persons employed
“in the same establishment, shop, factory, or Government institution, shall be registered under
¢ this Act”

clause 23, line 13. After “provide” insert “which auditors shall have access to all the
« books, papers, deeds, documents, and accounts of the society or branch, and shall
« examine the general statement of the receipts and expenditure, funds, and effects of
« the society or branch, and verify the same with the accounts and vouchers relating
« thereto, and by examining the securities held by the sociely or branch, and shall either
¢ sign the same as found by them to be correct, duly vouched and in accordance with
« the law, or specially report to the society or branch in what respects® they find it
¢t incorrect, unvouched -or not in accordance with law, and shall accompany such report
« by a balance-sheet signed by them giving a correct statement of the financial position
¢ of the society or branch and of each of its funds

clause 23, lines 25 and 26.  Omit “ have access to all the books and accounts of the society or
¢« branch and shall” insert < also ”’

clause 24. After subsection () insert new subsection (b)

clause 27, line 5. After “ Governor ” insert * subject to the provisions of the Public Service
¢ Act of 1895’

clause 27, lines 6 and 7. Omit “ any public officers to be ”

clause 27, line 7. Omat “ other than those ”

clause 28, line 12. After “under ” insert ¢ subsection two of ™

Page 10, clause 31, line 24. Omit “ heirs ”

Page 12, clause 40. Omit subsections (c) and (d) insert new subsection (¢)

Page 13, clause 41, line 2.  Omai¢ “in accordance with the rules of such society ”

Page 13, clause 41, line 3.  Omit “ or other assurance of real property,” insert < of land”

Page 13, clause 41, line 6.  After “shall” insert ¢ without re-conveyance or re-surrender

Page 13, clause 41, line 9.  Omit “ without re-conveyance or re-surrender” insert < to the uses and upon

<« the trusts to or upon which the equity of redemption at the date of such receipt stood
¢ limited ”

Page 13, clause 43.  Omit clause 43 insert new clause 43,

Page 16, clause 50. Omit subsections (3) and (4)

Page 16, clause 51, line 17.  After « evidence ” insert < supported by statutery declaration ”

Page 16, clause 51.  After subsection (1) insert new subsection (2)

Page 16, clause 51, line 26.  After < kin ” insert ¢ or other such person as aforesaid ”

Page 20, clause 65, line 23.  After “the” omit remainder of clause insert “commencement of this

s At

Page 31, clause 91, lines 27 and 28.  Omit “for a period of twelve months from the commencement of

¢ this Act”







© ¢ This Pusric BILL originated in the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, and, having this day
passed, is now ready for presentation to the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL for ils concurrence.

Legislative Assembly Chamber, F. W. WEBB,
Sydney, 18 October, 1899. Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

The LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL fas this day agreed to this Bill with Amendmenls.

Legislative Council Chamber, JOHN J. CALVERT,
Sydney, 8th November, 1899. Clerk of the Parlicinents.

ANNO SEXAGESIMO TERTIO

VICTORI/E REGINA.

Act No. , 1899.

An Act to eonsolidate—and amend the law relating to Friendly
Societies ; and for other purposes.

T it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative

Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows :—

5 The registry office.

1. (1) There shall be a Registrar of Triendly Societies The registry-offico
appointed by the Governor, subject to the provisions of the Public ** the Registrar.
Service Act of 1895, and every Registrar shall be appointed by, and
shall hold his office during the pleasure of, the Governor.

10 (2) The office of the Registrar of Friendly Societies may,
with the approval of the Governor, have attached to it such assistants
skilled in the business of an actuary and an accountant as may be
required for discharging the duties imposed on the office by this Act.

116—A (3)

Nore.—The words to be omitted are ruled through ; those to be inserted are printed in black letter.
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(8) Any actuary to be appointed under this Act shall be a
Fellow of the Institute of Actuaries of Great Britain and Ireland or a
Fellow of the Faculty of Actuaries in Scotland.
2. The office of the Registrar shall, with the approval of the Functions of the
5 Governor— registry-office.
(a) prepare and cause to be circulated, for the use of societies,
model forms of accounts, balance-sheets, and valuations ; and
(5) collect from the returns under this Act and from other
sources, and publish and circulate, either generally or in any
10 particular district, or otherwise make known, such informa-
tion on the subject of the statistics of life and sickness and
the application thereof to the business of friendly societies,
and such particulars of their returns and valuations, and such
other information useful to the members ol or to persons
15 interested in societies registered or capable of being registered
under this Act as the Registrar may think fit ; and
(¢) cause to be constructed and published tables for the payment
of sums of money on death, in sickness, or old age, or on any
other contingency forming the subject of an assurance
20 authorised under this Act which may appear to be calculable :
Provided that the adoption of any one or more of these tables
by a society shall be optional.

8. The Colonial Treasurer shall, out of money to be provided salaries and
by Parliament, pay to the Registrar such salary or other remuneration, expenses:

95and such sums of money for defraying the expenses of office rent,
salaries of assistants, clerks, and servants, remuneration for actuaries,
accountants, and inspectors, computation of tables, publication of
documents, diffusion of information, expenses of prosecutions, travelling
expenses and other allowances of the Registrar, and other expenses

30 which may be incurred for carrying out the purposes of this Act as the
Governor may allow.

4, The Registrar shall every year make a report of his pro- Annual report
ceedings and of the principal matters transacted by him, and of the of Registrar.
valuations returned to or caused to be made by the Registrar during

35 the year preceding, and that report shall be laid before Parliament.

5. All documents by this Act required to be sent to the peposit of
Registrar shall be deposited with the rules of the societies to which the decuments.
documents respectively relate, and shall be registered or recorded by
the Registrar, with such observations thereon, if any, as the Registrar

40 may direct.
Registry of societies.

8. The following friendly societies may be registered under this Socicties which may
Act :— he registered.

(1) Societies for the purpose of providing by subsecriptions of the
45 members thereof, with or without the aid of donations, for—
(@) the relief or maintenance of the members, their husbands,
wives, children, fathers, mothers, brothers, or sisters,
nephews
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nephews or nieces, or wards being orphans, during sickness
or other 111ﬁrm1tv, whether bodllv or mental, in old age
(which shall mean any age after ﬁftv) or in Wldowhood or
for the relief or maintenance of the orphan children of
members during minority ; or

(b) medical attendance for and the dispensing of medicines to

the members, their husbands, wives, children, fathers,
mothers, brothers or sisters, nephews or nieces, or wards
being orphans;

10 () (c) insuring money to be paid on the birth of a member’s child,
or on the death of a member, or for the funeral expenses
of the husband, wife, or child of a member, or of the widow
of a deceased member, or, as respects persons of the Jewish
persuasion, for the payment of a sum of money during the

15 period of confined mourning; or

(e) (d) the relief or maintenance of the members when on travel in

search of employment, or when in distressed circumstances,
or in case of shipwreck, or loss or damage of or to boats or
nets; or

20 (4) (e) the endowment of members or nominees of members at any
age; or

(e) (f) the insurance against fire, to any amount not exceeding
fifteen pounds, of the tools or implements of the trade or
* calling of the members.

25 Provided thalt neither a society whijch contracts with any
person for thejassurance of an annm‘fy exceeding fifty pounds
per annum, orfof a gross sum exceedinle two hundred pounds,
nor a society] the majority of whose members consists of
persons emplioyed in the same estabjlishment, shop, factory,

30 or Governmelnt institution, shall be rjegistered under this Act.

(2) Societies for any purpose of mutual benefit and advantage
to the members only, and not being within the purposes
mentioned in Parts IV and V of the Iriendly Societies Aect
of 1873, which the Governor may authorise as a purpose

35 to which the provisions of this Act, or such of them as are
specified in the authority, ought to be extended: Provided
that where any provisions of this Aet are so specified, those
plovi:ions only shall be so extended.

7. (1) A society shall not be registered under this Act unless it Conditions of

40 consists of seven persons at least. e

(2) Yor the purpose of registry there shall be sent to the
Registrar an application to register the society, signed by seven
mcmbels and the secretary, and copies of the 11110\, tomether with a
list of the names of the SO(,rot‘u*y and of every trustee or other officer

45 intended to be authorised to sue or be sued on behalf of the socicty.

(3) The rules of the society so sent shall contain provisions
in respect of the several matters mentioned in the First Schedule to
this Act. (4)

(1 4
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(4) If the list is signed by the secretary and every trustee
and other officer named therein, it shall, on the registry of the society,
be evidence that the persons so named have been duly appointed.
8. A society shall not be registered under a name identical Name o scciety.
5 with that under which any other existing society is registered, or so
nearly resembling that name as to be likely, or in the opinion of the
Registrar likely, to deceive the members or the public as to its nature
or its identity. ‘
9. The Registrar, on being satisfied that a society has complied o dpen
10 with the provisions of this Act as to registry, shall issue to that® ™™
society an acknowledgment of registry speeifying the designation of
the society and, if the society has branches, the designations of those
branches, and this acknowledgment shall be conclusive evidence that
the society therein mentioned is duly registered, unless it is proved
15 that the registry of the society has been suspended or cancelled.

10. From a refusal to register a society, an appeal shall lie to Appeals from »efusal
the Supreme Court, and if the refusal to register is overruled on appeal, ' "&™"
the Registrar shall give an acknowledgment of registry to the society.

11. (1) An amendment of a rule made by a registered society Registry of amend-

20 or branch of such society shall not be valid until the amendment has ™ents of rules.
been registered under this Act, for which purpose copies of the
amendment, signed by three members and the secretary, shall be sent
to the Registrar.

(2) The Registrar shall, on being satisfied that any amend-

25 ment of a rule is not contrary to the provisions of this Act, issue to the
society an acknowledgment of registry of the amendment, and that
acknowledgment shall be conclusive evidence that the amendment is
duly registered.

(3) The provisions of this Act as to appeal from a refusal

30 to register a society shall apply to a refusal to register an amendment
of a rule.

12. A socicty assuring to any member thereof a certain annuity certain socicties
or certain superannuation, deferred or immediate, or any sum or sums fb‘i‘:‘fl};lcd o
payable as endowment or in case of sickness or death or in pursuance -

35 of any other object authorised by this Act, which is susceptible of
calculation by way of average shall not be entitled to registry unless
the tables of contributions payable for such kind of assurance certified
under the hand of an actuary who has exercised his profession for at
least five years are transmitted to the Registrar, together with the

40 copies of the rules aforesaid.

Societies with branches.
13. Where a society has branches, the application for registry Re stry of societies
shall be accompanied with— Wik Koy,
(@) alist of all the branches, and notice of the place where the
registered office of each branch is situate ; and (0)
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() if any branch is to have trustees or officers authorised to sue

. and be sued on its behalf other than the trustees or officers
authorised to sue and be sued on behalfof the society, a list of

the names of all such trustees or officers, distinguishing the

L 5 branches for which they are authorised to sue and be sued; and

. (¢) if the rules of all the branches (in this Act called branch rules)

are or are intended to be identical, a statement to that effect.
and copics of those rules; and
(d) if the branch rules are not or are not intended to be identical,
10 a statement to that effect, and copies of all branch rules.
14. (1) There shall be sent under the hand of the secretary of Establishment of
a registered society to the Registrar A
(@) motice of the establishment of every new branch of the society;
and
15 (b) notice of the place where the registered office of the branch
is situate; and
(¢) if the branch is to have trustees or officers authorised to sue
and be sued on its behalf other than the trustees or officers
authorised to sue and be sued on behalf of the society, a list

20 of the names of such trustees or officers; and

(d) a statement whether or not the rules of the branch are
identical with those of the other branches of the society, and,
if not so, a copy of the rules of the branch.

(¢) (2) Where the rules of the new hranch are not identical

25 with the other branches of the socicty, the society shall not be entitled
to any of the privileges of this Act in respect of that branch until that
branch has been duly registered.

(2) (8) The Registrar shall, on being satisfied that the establish-
ment of the new branch and that the rules thereof are not contrary to

30 the provisions of this Act, register the rules and issue to the society an
acknowledgment of the establishment of the branch and an acknow-
ledgment of the registry of the rules, and those acknowledgments
shall respectively be conclusive evidence that the branch is established
and that the rules had been duly registered.

35 15. The provisions of this Act as to appeal from a refusal to Application of pre-
register a society shall apply to a refusal to acknowledge the establish- SN e
ment of a new branch or to register the rules of a new branch. ;

16. (1) ‘A branch of a society shall not be registered as a society Roquisites for
except on production to the Registrar of a certificate, under the hand registry of branches

40 of the scerctary or other principal officer of the society of which it wag ™ **“*"*

} a branch, that the body has wholly seceded or has been expelled from

the society.
(2) An appeal shall lie to the Supreme Court from the
refusal of the secretary or other principal officer of the society, or his
45 omission after three months from the receipt of a request in writing
made on behalf of the body to grant a certificate. 17,
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17. A body which, having been a branch of a society, has Name of scceding
wholly seceded -or been expelled from that society shall not thereafter ot i
use the name of that society or any name implying that it is a branch

thereof, or the number by which it was designated as such branch.

5 18. (1) A registered society or branch may contribute to the Contributions from
funds and take part, by delegates or otherwise, in the government of ot
any other registered society or branch of a society, as provided in the
rules of that first-named society or branch, without becoming a branch
under this Act of that other society or branch.

190 (2) A registered society or branch thercof shall not with-
draw from contributing to the funds of any medical society except on
three month’s notice to the society and on payment of all contributions
accrued or aceruing due to the date of the expiration of the notice.

Consequence of registry.

15 19. An action may be brought in any court of competent juris- Recovery of
diction to recover any sum not exceeding the amount of six months’ SaPEpats,
subscription due by any person being or having been a member of a
registered society or branch who has received three months’ notice to
pay the same: Provided that a member of a friendly society may

20 resign from such society at any time, and shall only be liable to be
sued under the provisions of this Act for arrears of subscription up to the
date of such resignation, but save as aforesaid or as otherwise expressly
provided in this Act, no action shall be brought to recover any subscrip-
tion or other moneys payable by any such person as aforesaid.

25 20. (1) Every registered society and branch shall have a Registercd office.
registered office to which all communications and notices may be
addressed, and shall send to the Registrar notice of the situation of
that office, and of every change therein.

(2) In the case of a branch, the notice shall be sent to the

30 Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf by the society of
which the branch forms part.

21. The Registrar shall have authority under this Act should Authority of
it appear to him to he necessary in connection with the annual returns pogstrar to ispect
or with the valuation of the assets and liabilities of any friendly

35society, or on the request of the trustees of any society or of a
branch thereof, to require the production of the books of the society or
branch for inspection and examination by himself or any other person
duly authorised under his hand; and the Registrar shall also be
authorised at his discretion to obtain from any bank in which the

40funds of any friendly society or of a branch thereof are deposited or
invested a statement of the amount of such deposit.

22. (1) BEvery registered society and branch shall have three or Appoiatment of
more trustees. trustees.

(2) The trustees shall be appointed at a meeting of the

45 society or branch, and by a resolution of a majority of the members

present and entitled to vote thereat. (3)
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(3) The society or branch shall send to the Registrar a
copy of every resolution appointing trustees, signed by each of the
trustees so appointed and by the secretary and three members of the
society or branch.

5 (4) The same person shall not be secretary or treasurer of
a registered society or branch and a trustee of that society or branch.

(5) In the case of a branch the copy of the resolution shall
be sent to the Registrar through an officer appointed in that hehalf by
the society of which the branch forms part.

10 28. (1) Lvery registered society and branch shall once at least Audit.
in every year submit its accounts for audit either to one of the
auditors appointed as in this Act mentioned or to two or more persons
appointed as the rules of the society or branch provide, which auditors
shall have access to all the books, papers, deeds, documents, and accounts

15 of the society or branch, and shall examine the general statement of
the receipts and expenditure, funds, and effecis of the society or branch,
and verify the same with the accounts and vouchers relating thereto,
and by examining the securities held by the society or branch, and
shall either sign the same as found by them to be correct, duly vouched

20 and in accordance with the law, or specially report to the society or
branch in what respects they find it incorrect, unvouched, or not in
accordance with law, and shall accompany such report by a balance-
sheet signed by them giving a correct statement of the financial position
of the society or branch and of each of its funds.

25 (2) The auditors shall have—aecess—to—all—the—books—and
aceounts-of-the-secicty-or-branch-and-shall also examine the annual return
mentioned in this Act, and verify the annual return with the accounts
and vouchers relating thereto; and shall either sign the annual return
as found by them to be correct, duly vouched, and in accordance with

30 law, or specially report to the society or branch in what respects they
find it incorrect, unvouched, or not in accordance with law.

24. (1) Every registered society and branch shall once in every Annual returns,
year, not later than the thirty-first day of May, send to the Registrar
a return (in this Act called the annual return) of the receipts and
35 expenditure, funds, and effects of the society or branch as audited.
(2) The annual return must—
(a) show separately the expenditure in respect of the several
objects of the society or branch ; and
(b) show ageturn containing a list of the members of such society
40 or branch, together with the age of each, and the periods of
sickness, deaths, and other contingencies in respect of which
benefits are given by the society or branch experienced by
the society or branch during the year ending the thirty-first
of December then last, specifying the members in respect of
45 whom such sickness, deaths, or contingencies have been
experienced,
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experienced, and such other information as the Registrar
with the approval of the Governor may from time to time
prescribe, and

(b e) be made out to the thirty-first day of December then last

5 inclusively ; and :

(e d) state whether the audit has been conducted by an auditor
appointed as by this Act provided, and by whom, and, if by
persons other than such auditor, state the name, address,
and calling or profession of every such person, and the

10 manner in which, and the authority under which, he is
appointed.
(3) The society or branch shall, together with the annual
return, send a copy of any special report of the auditors.
(4) In the case of a branch the annual return shall be
15 sent to the Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf by

the society of which the branch forms part.

25. (1) Every registered society and branch shall, once at least uinquennial
in every five years, send to the Registrar a return of the benefits™erort:

assured and contributions receivable from all the members of the
20 society or branch, and of all its funds and effects, debts and credits,
accompanied by such evidence in support thercof as the Registrar
prescribes.
(2) The report must—
(a) be signed by the auditors ; and
25 (0) state the address and calling or profession of the auditors ;
and
(¢) contain an abstract to be made by the auditors of the results
of their audit, together with a statement containing such
information with respect to the benefits assured and the

30 contributions receivable by the society or branch, and of its
funds and effects, debts and credits, as the Registrar may
require.

(3) On receipt of such return the Registrar shall cause

the assets and liabilities of the society or branch to be valued and

35 reported on by the actuary attached to the office of the Registrar,

and shall send to the society or branch a copy of the report and an
abstract of the results of the valuation.

(4) Provided that this section shall not apply to a society

authorised by the Governor under section six of this Act, or branch

40 of such society, unless it is so directed in the authority for registering
that society.

(5) Provided also that the Registrar may, with the approval
of the Governor, dispense with the provisions of this section in respect
of societies or branches to whose purposes or to the nature of whose

45 operations he may deem those provisions inapplicable.
26.
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26. Every registered society and branch shall keep a copy of Copy of last belance-
the last annual balance-sheet, and of the last quinquennial valuation, Bhect,
together with any special report of the auditors, which shall be open
to the inspection of any member at all reasonable hours.

5 27. For the purpose of audits, the Governor, subject to the Remunertion of
provisions of the Public Service Act of 1895, may appoint any-public "~
officerste-be auditors. Valuations ether-than-these required to be made
under this Act shall be made by an actuary attached to the office of the
Registrar, and no fees shall be payable in respeet of such audits or

10 valuations.

28. (1) The rules of such societies authorised by the Governor Binding effect of
under subsection two of section six of this Act or branches thereof as I ofooisn -
the Governor may allow to take the benefit of this section, shall bind
the society or branch and the members thereof, and all persons claiming

15 through them respectively, to the same extent as if each member had
subseribed his name and affixed his seal thereto, and there were in the
rules contained a covenant on the part of himself, his heirs, executors,
and administrators, to conform to the rules subject to the provisions of
this Act.

20 (2) All sums of money payable by a member to such
society or branch as aforesaid shall be deemed to be a debt due from
the member to the society or branch, and shall be recoverable as such
in any court of competent jurisdiction.

Privileges of registered societies.

25 29. Stamp duty shall not be chargeable upon any of the Exemptions from
following documents :— AR
(@) Draft or order or receipt given by or to a registered society
or branch in respect of money payable by virtue of its rules
or of this Act.
30 (b) Letter or power-of-attorney granted by any person as trustee’
for the transfer of any money of a registered society or
branch invested in his name in the public funds.

(¢) Bond given to or on account of a registered society or branch,
or by the treasurer or other officer thereof.
35 (d) Policy of insurance, or appointment or revocation of appoint-
ment of agent, or other document required or authorised by
this Act, or by the rules of a registered society or branch.

(e) Agreement to which a society or branch is a contracting party.

80. (1) In any of the following cases, namely :— s b
40 (o) Where a person being, or having been, a trustee of a registered of trustee.

society or branch, and whether appointed before or atter the
registry thereof, in whose name any funds belonging to the
society
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society is standing, either jointly with another or others, or
solely—
(a) is absent from the Colony; or
(6) becomes bankrupt or files any petition, or cxecutes any
5 deed for liquidation of his affairs by assignment or arrange-
ment, or for composition with his creditors ; or
(¢) becomes lunatic, or is dead; or
(d) has been removed from his office of trustee.
(B) If it is unknown whether such person is living or dead,
10the Registrar may, on application in writing from the secretary and
three members of the society or branch, and on proof satisfactory to
him, direct the transfer of the funds into the names of any other
persons as trustees for the society or branch.
(2) The transfer shall be made by the surviving or con-
15 tinuing trustees, or if there is no such trustee, or if the trustees refuse
or are unable to make the transfer, as the Registrar may direct.
31. (1) In the following cases, namely :— Priority on death,
(a) upon the death or bankruptey of any officer of a registered e Ot
society or branch having in his possession, by virtue of his
20 office, any money or property belonging to the. society or
branch ; or
(b) if any execution, attachment, or other process is issued against
any such officer or against his property,
his heirs; executors, or administrators, or trustee or assignee in
25 bankruptey, or the sheriff or other person executing the process,
shall, upon demand in writing of the trustees of the society or
branch, or of any two of them, or of any person authorised by the
society or branch, or by the committee thercof, to make the demand,
pay the money, and deliver over the property to the trustees of the
80 society or branch in preference to any other debt or claim against the
estate of the officer.

(2) In this section the expression ‘bankruptey” shall
include liquidation of a debtor’s affairs by arrangement.

82, (1) The rules of a registered society or branch may provide Membership of
35 for the admission of a person under twenty-one years of age but above ™™
three years of age as a member.

(2) Any such member may, if he is over sixteen years of
age by himself, and if he is under that age, by his parent or guardian,
execute all instruments, and give all acquittances necessary to be

40 executed or given under the rules, but shall not be a member of the
commiittee, or a trustee, manager, or treasurer of the society or branch.

83. A registered society or branch may subscribe out of its Subseriptions to
funds to any hospital, infirmary, charitable, or provident institution, i
any annual or other sum which may be necessary to secure to members
45 of the society or branch and their families the benefits of the hospital
infirmary, or other institution, according to its rules. Rights
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Rights of members.

84. Livery registered society and branch shall deliver to every Right to supply of
person on demand, on payment of a sum not exceeding one shilling, a “P o ST
copy of the rules of the society or branch.

5 85. Every registered society and branch shallsupply gratuitously, Right to supply
or produce for his inspection, to every member or person interested in i Eoe
its funds, on his application, either—

(a) a copy of the last annual return of the society or branch; or
(0) a balance-sheet or other document duly audited containing
10 the same particulars as to the receipts and expenditure,
funds, and effects of the society or branch as are contained
in the annual return.

86. A member or person having an interest in the funds of a Inspection of books
registered society or branch may inspect the books at all reasonable .
15 hours at the registered office of the society or branch, or at any place
where the books are kept, except that the member or person shall not,
unless he is an officer of the society or branch, or is specially authorised
by a resolution of the society or branch to do so, have the right to
inspect the loan account of any other member without the written
90 consent of that member.

87. (1) A member or person claiming through a member of a Limitation of
registered friendly society or branch, shall not be entitled to receive bengie:
more than two hundred pounds by way of gross sum, together with
any bonuses or additions declared upon assurances not exceeding that

95 amount, or (except as provided by this Aect) fifty pounds a year by
way of annuity, or sick pay in excess of forty-two shillings per week
from any one or more such societies or branches. :

(2) Any such society or branch may require a member or
person claiming through a member to make and sign a statutory

80 declaration that the total amount to which that member or person is
entitled from one or more such societies or branches does not exceed
the sums aforesaid.

88. The rules of a registered society or branch may provide for Accumulation of
accumulating at interest, for the use of any member, any surplus of LT T
35 his contributions to the funds of the society or branch which may
remain after providing for any assurance in respect of which they are
paid and for the withdrawal of the accumulations.

89. (1) A person shall not, by reason of his enrolment or service Persons in military
in the permanent or partially-paid or volunteer military or naval forces * s nikchics i
40 of the Colony, lose or forfeit any interest in a society or branch,
which he possesses at the time of his being so enrolled or serving, or
be fined for absence from or non-attendance at any meeting of the
society or branch if his absence or non-attendance is oceasioned by the
discharge
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discharge of his military or naval duty as certified by his commanding-
officer, any rules of the society or branch to the contrary notwith- -
standing.

(2) A dispute between any such society or branch and
5 person by reason of that enrolment or service shall be decided by a
police or stipendiary magistrate or any two justices of the peace in .
petty sessions.
(3) If the rules of a society or branch, certified before the
commencement of the Act, and in force at the time of the enrolment or
10 service, provide that a member shall be deprived of any benefit by reason
of that enrolment or service, the society or branch may, during the
time those rules are in force, require of the member a contribution
exceeding the rate of contribution otherwise payable by him to an
amount not exceeding one tenth of that rate during the time the
15 member is serving out of the Colony, or may suspend all claim of the
member to any benefits assured by the society or branch, and all claim
of the society or branch to any contributions payable by the member,
during the time only he is serving out of the Colony, but so that if he
returns to the Colony he shall forthwith be replaced on the same
20 footing as before he went abroad on service.

Property, funds, and investments.

40. (1) The trustees of a registered society or branch may, Investment of funds.
with the consent of the committee or of a majority of the members
present and entitled to vote in general meeting, invest the funds of the

25 society or branch, or any part thereof, to any amount in any of the
following ways :—
(@) in the Government Savings Bank, or in the Savings Bank of
New South Wales ; or
(0) in the public funds; or
30 (¢) in the purchafse of land, or in the erectijon or alteration of
offices or othelr buildings thereon ; or
(4) upon any othelr security expressly directed by the rules of the
society or brafach, not being personal sec urity, except as in
this Act authjorised with respect to a loanj fund.
35 (¢) upon mortgage of any unencumbered land in the Coleny of
New South Wales of an estate in fee simple to an amount
not exceeding two-thirds of the value of such land.

(2) The rules of a society with branches and of any branch

thereof may provide for the investment of funds of the society or of

40 that branch by the trustees of any branch, or by the trustees of the

society, and the consent required for any such investment shall be the

consent of the committee or of such majority as aforesaid of the society
or branch by whom the funds are invested.

41.
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41, Where any portion of the funds of a society or branch
have in—aeeordanee-with—the—rules—of—sueh-seeiety; been invested upon
mortgage er-ether-assurance-of—real-preperty; of land, a receipt under
the hands of the trustees, countersigned by the secretary, in the form

5 in the Second Schedule hereto, if endorsed upon, or annexed to the
mortgage or other assurance, shall without reconveyance or resurrender
vacate the mortgage or assurance and vest the property therein com-
prised in the person entitled to the equity of redemption of that
propertys—witheut-reconveyance-or-resurrender: to the uses and upon the

10 trusts to or upon which the equity of redemption at the date of such
receipt stood limited.

42. A registered society may, out of any separate loan fund to
be formed by contributions or doposﬂs of its members, make loans to
members on their personal security, with or without sureties, as may

15 be provided by the rules, subject to the following restrictions :—
(@) A loan shall not at any time be made out of money contributed
for the other purposes of the society ;
(b) a member shall not be capable of holding any interest in the
loan fund exceeding two hundred pounds s
20 (¢) a society shall not make any loan to a member on personal
security beyond the amount fixed by the rules, or make any
loan which, together with any money owing by a member to
the society, exceeds fifty pounds;
(d) a society shall not hold at any one time on deposit from its
25 members any money as_distinet from contributions beyond
the amount fixed l)V the rules, and the amount so fixed shall
not exceed two-thirds of the total sums owing to the society
by the members who have borrowed from the loan fund.

43. A regisjtered society or branch may (if the rules thereof

30 so provide) hold, [purchase, or take on lease in |the names of the
trustees of the socilety or branch, any land, and mjay sell, exchange,
mortgage, lease, or| build upon that land (with powjer to alter and pull
down buildings and}again rebuild ), and a purchaser, ajssignee, mortgagee,
or tenant shall not] be bound to inquire as to thef authority for any

35 sale, exchange, mojrtgage, or Jease by the trustees|and the receipt of
the trustees shall ble a discharge for all sums of mojney arising from or
in connection with| the sale, exchange, mortgage, ofr lease.

43. A registered society, or with the consent of the central

body, any branch of a society may (if the rules of the society so
40 provide), for the purpose of holding the meetings and transacting the
business of such society or branch, hold, purchase, or take on lease in
the names of the trustees for the time being of such society or branch
any land, and may build upon the same, and sell, exchange, mortgage,

or lease such land and buildings or any part thereof, with power to
45 alter and pull down buildings and again rebuild thereon; and no
purchaser, assignee, mortgagee, or tenant shall be bound to inquire as

to

13

Receipts of
trustees to act as
reconveyance.

Loans to members
out of separate loan
fund.

Holdingof-land.

Holding of land.




Act No. -, 1899. 14

Wlfr”);ée;'z»cﬁ;/ Societies.

to the authority for any sale, exchange, mortgage, or lease by the

trustees, and the receipt of the trustees shall be a discharge for all .
moneys arising from or in connection with such sale, exchange,

mortgage, or lease.

5 44. (1) All property belonging to a registered society, whether Vesting of property.
acquired before or after the society is registered, shall vest in the .

trustees for the time being of the society, for the use and benefit of
the society and the members thereof, and of all persons claiming
through the members according to the rules of the society.
10 (2) The property of a branch of a society shall vest wholly
or partly in the trustees for the time being of that branch or of any
other branch of which that branch forms part (or, if the rules of the
society so provide, in the trustees for the time being of the society),
for the use and benefit either of the members of any such branch
15 and persons claiming through those members, or of the members of
the society generally, and persons claiming through them, according
to the rules of the society.
(3) The trustees shall not be liable to make good any
deficiency in the funds of the society or branch, but shall be liable for
20 sums of money actually received by them respectively on account of
the society or branch.
45. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of a trustee of a Devolution on death.
registered society or branch, the property vested in that trustee shall,
without conveyance or assignment, and whether the property is real
25 or personal, vest, as personal estate subject to the same trusts, in the
succeeding trustee of that society or branch either solely or together
with any surviving or continuing trustees, and, until the appoint{ment
of succeeding trustees, shall so vest in the surviving or continuing
trastees only, or in the executors or administrators of the last surviving
30 or continuing trustee, except that stocks and securities in the public
funds shall be transferred into the names of the succeeding trustees
either solely or jointly with any surviving or continuing trustees.
46. In alllegal proceedings whatsoever concerning any property Description in logal
vested in the trustees of a registered society or branch, the property proceedings.
35 may be stated to be the property of the trustees in their proper names
as trustees for the society or branch without further description.

Officers in receipt or charge of money.

47. Bvery seerctary and treasurer of a registered society or Seeurity by officers.
branch shall, before taking office, give the security of a guarantee
40 society, in such sum as the society or branch directs, conditioned for .
rendering a just and true account of all sums of money received and
paid by them, or either of them, on account of the society or branch at
such times as its rules appoint, or as the socicty or branch, or the
trustees or committee thereof, require them, or either of them, to do,
45 and for the payment by them, or either of them, of all sums due from
them, or either of them, to the society or branch. 48,
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48. (1) Tvery officer of a registered society or branch having Accounts of officers.
receipt or charge of money, securities, books, papers, or other effects
shall, at such times as by the rules of the society or branch he should
render account, or upon demand made, or notice in writing given or

5left at his last or usual place of residence, give in his account as may
be required by the society or branch, or by the trustees or committee
thereof, to be examined and allowed or disallowed by them, and shall,
on the like demand or notice, pay over alt sums of money and deliver
all property in his hands or custody to such person as the society or
10 branch, or the committee or the trustees, may appoint.

(2) In case of any neglect or refusal to deliver the account,
or to pay over the sums of morey, or to deliver the property in manner
aforesaid, the trustees or authorised officers of the society or branch
may sue upon the bond or security before mentioned, or may apply to

15a court consisting of a police or stipendiary magistrate, or any two
justices of the peace in petty sessions, and the order of either such
court shall be final and conclusive.

Payments on death generally.

49. (1) A member of a registered society or branch thereof, not Power of member

90 heing under the age of sixteen years, may, by writing under his hand :;;y‘?;*fgfn"fm‘h“t‘:‘h
delivered at or sent to the registered office of the society or branch, or by nomination.
made in a book kept at that office, nominate a person to whom any sum
of money payable by the society or branch on the death of that member,
not exceeding one hundred pounds, shall be paid at his decease.

25 (2) The sum of money payable by the society or branch on
the death of a member shall include sums of money contributed to or
deposited in the separate loan account, and the sums of money
accumulated for the use of the member under the provisions of this
Act with interest thereon.

30 (3) The person so nominated must not be an officer or
servant of the society or branch, unless that officer or servant is the
husband, wife, father, mother, child, brother, sister, nephew, or niece
of the nominator.

(4) A nomination so made may be revoked and varied by

35any similar document under the hand of the nominator, delivered,
sent, or made as aforesaid.

(5) The marriage of a member of a society or branch shall
operate as a revocation of any nomination theretofore made by that
member under this section.

4.0 50. (1) On receiving satisfactory proof of the death of aProccedings ondeath
nominator the society or branch shall pay to the nominee the amount 8 & amamator.
due to the deceased member, not exceeding the said sum of one
hundred pounds.

(2) The receipt of a nominec over sixteen years of age for

45 any amount so paid shall he valid. (3)
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(3) If the total sum in respect to which| a nomination may
be made under thils Act by a member, after dedu cting any sums of
money payable undler the rules of the society or branlch or otherwise for
the purpose of defraying funeral expenses, exceeds| at the time of the

5 death of that memiber eighty pounds, the society orjbranch shall before
making any payment require the production of a duly stamped receipt
for the stamp dutfy payable thereon, or a letter o1| certificate stating
that no such duty fis payable from the Stamp Comimissioner,

(4) Thef said Commissioner shall give sfuch receipt, letter,

10 or certificate on thie payment of the duty or satisf actory proof of no
duty being payablle, as the case may be.

61. (1) If any member of a registered society or branch Intestacy.
entitled from the funds thereof to a sum not exceeding one hundred
pounds dies intestate and without having made any nomination thereof

15 then subsisting, the society or branch may, without letters of adminis-
tration, distribute the sum among such persons as appear to a majority
of the trustees, upon such evidence, supported by statutory declaration,
as they may deem satisfactory, to be entitled by law to receive that sum.

(2) If any such member is illegitimate the trustees may

20 pay the sum of money which that member might have nominated to
or among the persons who, in the opinion of a majority of them,
would have been entitled thereto if that member had heen legitimate,
or if there are no such persons the society or branch shall deal with the
money as the Governor may direct,

25 (2 8) In case of no claim to the amount due on account of a
deceased member being made by any nominee or next of kin, or other
such person as aforesaid, within six years from the death of the member,
the balance of the amounts due, after the payment of funeral expenses,
shall revert wholly to the funeral fund of the society or branch.

30 52. (1) A payment made by a registered society or branch Validityof pryments.
under the foregoing provisions of this Aet with respect to payments
on death gencrally to the person who at the time appears to a majority
of the trustees to be entitled thereunder, shall be valid and effectual
against any demand made upon the trustees or the society or branch

35 by any other person, but the next of kin or lawful representative of
the deceased member shall have remedy for recovery of the money, so
paid as aforesaid, against the person who has received that money.

(2) Where the socicty or branch has paid money to a
nominee in ignorance of a marriage subsequent to the nomination,

40 the receipt of the nominee shall be a valid discharge to the society or
branch.

63. (1) A registered society or branch shall not pay any sum Certificates of death.
of money upon the death of a member or other person whose death is
or ought to be entered in any register of deaths, except upon the

45 production of a certificate of that death under the hand of the Registrar
of deaths or other person having care of the register of deaths in which
that death is or ought to he registered. (2)
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(2) This section shall not apply to deaths at sea, nor to a
death by colliery explosion or other accident where the body cannot
be found, nor to any death certified by a coroner or magistrate holding
a coronial or magisterial inquiry, to be the subject of a pending

b inquest or inquiry.

Payments on death of children.
54. A society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch Limitation of amount
shall not insure or pay on the death of a child uunder five years of age P7*"e
any sum of money which, added to any amount payable on the death
of that child by any other society or branch exceeds six pounds, or on

10 the death of a child under ten years of age any sum of money which,
added to any amount payable on the death of that child by any other
society or branch exceeds ten pounds.

85. A society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch Person to whom pay
shall not pay any sum on the death of a child under ten years of age ™t bemade.

15 except to the parent of the child, or to the personal representative of
the parent, and upon the production by the parvent or his personal
representative of a certificate of death issued by the Registrar of
deaths or other person having the carc of the register of deaths,
containing the particulars mentioned in this Act.

20 66. (1) Where application is made for a certificate of the death Particulars of
of a child for the purpose of obtaining a sum of money from a socicty “rtificates
or branch, the name of the society or branch, and the sum sought to
be obtained therefrom, shall be stated to the Registrar of deaths.

(2) The Registrar of deaths shall write on or at the foot of

25 the certificate the words ““To be produced to the society or
branch™ (naming the same) said to be liable for payment of the sum
of pounds” (stating the same).

(3) All certificates of the same death shall be numbered
in consecutive order.

30 57. (1) A Registrar of deaths shall not give any one or more Cases in which
certificates of death for the payment in the whole of any sum of money gl ™
exceeding six pounds on the death of a child under five years, or for
the payment in the whole of a sum exceeding ten pounds on the death
of a child under ten years.

35 (2) A Registrar of deaths shall not grant any such certifi-
cate unless the cause of death has been previously entered in the
register of deaths on the certificate of a corvoner or of a registered
medical practitioner who attended the deceased child during its last
illness, or except upon the production of a certificate of the probable

40 cause of death under the hand of a registered medical practitioner, or
of other satisfactory evidence thereof.

58. A society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch to Inquiries by societics.
which is produced a certificate of the death of a child which does not
purport to be the first shall, before paying any money thereon, inquire
116—B whether
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whether any and what sums of money have been paid on the same
death by any other society or branch.
59. Nothing in this Act respecting payments on the death of Savingastoinsurable
children shall apply to insurance on the lives of children of any age, ™®'*
5 when the person insuring has an interest in the life of the person insured.

Disputes.

60. Lvery dispute between— Decision of disputes.
(¢) a member or person claiming through a member or under the
rules of a registered society or branch, and the society or
10 branch, or an officer thereof'; or
(b) any person aggrieved who has for not more than six months
ceased to be a member of a registered society or branch, or
any person claiming through such person aggrieved, and the
society or branch, or an officer thereof ; or
15 (¢) any branch of any society and the society of which it is a
branch ; or
(d) an officer of any branch and the society of which that branch
is a branch; or
(e) any two or more branches of any society, or any officers thereof
20 respectively,
shall be decided in a manner directed by the rules of the society or
branch, and the decision so given shall be binding and conclusive on
all parties without appeal, and shall not be removable into any court
of law or restrainable by injunction ; and application for the enforce-
25 ment thereof may be made to the District Court.

Change of name, amalgamation, and conversion of Societies.

61. (1) A registered society may, by special resolution, with Power to change
the approval in writing of the Registrar, change its name, and shall "™
not change its name in any other manner.

30 (2) Any such change of name shall not affect any right or
obligation of the society, or of any member thereof, and any pending
legal proceedings may be continued by or against the trustees of the
society, or any other officer who may sue or be sued on behalf of the
society, notwithstanding its new name.

35 62. (1) Any two or more registered societies, or any two or Amalgamation and
more branches of a registered society with the consent of such society, transfer of
may become amalgamated together as one society or branch, with or ~ . '
without any dissolution or division of the funds of any of those
societies or branches.

40 (2) A registered society, or branch of a registered society
with the consent of such society, may transfer its engagements to any
other registered society or branch which may undertake to fulfil the
engagements of that society or branch.

(3)




Act No. , 1899. 19

Friendly Societies.

(3) The terms upon which any societies or branches may
become amalgamated, or upon which any society or branch may
transfer its engagements under this section shall be—

(@) agreed upon by the committees of management of all the
societies or branches proposed to become amalgamated, or of
the society proposing to transfer its engagemoents and the
society proposing to undertake to fulfil such engagements ;
and

(b) confirmed by the votes of a majority of the members of each
10 of such societies or branches present or voting by writing
(where and in such manner as the rules allow voting by
writing) at a general meeting duly convened for that purpose ;
and
(¢) approved by the Registrar after such confirmation.
15 63. (1) A registered society may, by special resolution, deter- Samivien o sty
mine to convert itself into a company under the Companies Aect, or to ™ "™
amalgamate with or transfer its engagements to any such company.

(2) If a special resolution for converting a society into a

company contains the particulars required by the Companies Act, to be

20 contained in the memorandum of association of a company, and a true

copy thereof has been registered by the Registrar, a copy of that

resolution under the seal or stamp of the Registrar shall have the same

effect as a memorandum of association duly signed and attested under
the said Act.

25 (8) If a society is registered as, or amalgamates with, or
transfers all its engagements to, a company, the registry of the society
under this Act shall thereupon become void, and shall be cancelled by
the Registrar ; but the registration of a society asa company shall not
affect any right or claim subsisting against that society, or any penalty

30 incurred by that society; and for the purpose of enforcing any such
right, claim, or penalty, the society may be sued and proceeded against
in the same manner as if it had not become registered as a company ;
and every such right or claim, or the liability to any such penalty,
shall have priority as against the property of the company, over all

35 other rights or claims against or liabilities of the company.

64. An amalgamation or transfer of engagements in pursuance saving rights
of this Act shall not prejudice any right of a creditor of either or any °f creditors.
society party thereto.
65. (1) A registered society may, by a resolution passed by a Conversion of socicty
40 majority of the members or delegates present and entitled to vote at ™ ) dasnt
any general meeting, of which notice specifying the intention to
propose any such resolution has been duly given according to the rules,
determine to become a branch of any other registered society.

ot

(2)
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(2) If the rules of the society do not comply with all the
provisions of this Act, the meeting at which any such resolution is
passed may amend the rules so as to bring the rules into compliance
with this Aet.

5 (3) A copy of the rules of the society marked to show
the amendments, if any, made at the meeting, and two copies of the
resolution and of such amendment of rules, if any, as aforesaid, each
signed by the chairman of the meeting and by the secretary of the
society so determining to become a branch of another society, and

10 countersigned by the secretary of that other society, shall be sent to
the Registrar.

(4) If the Registrar finds that the rules, with or without
such amendment as aforesaid, comply with the provisions of this Act,
he shall cancel the registry of the first-mentioned society, and shall

15 register the rules and issue acknowledgments in the same manner as
is provided by this Act in respeet of the establishment of new branches ;
and the provisions of this Act as to appeals from the refusal to register
a society shall apply to a refusal to register rules or issue acknowledg-
ments under this section as a branch of that other society.

20 (5) An advertisement of any cancelling of registry under
this section shall not be requisite.

(6) This section shall apply only to societies registered

before the #irst—day——of s-—one-—thousand-—eight-—hundeed —and
ninety- - commencement of this Act.

25 66. Lor the purposes of this Act a special resolution shall mean Meaning of special
a resolution which is— Bendtation,

(@) passed by a majority of not less than two-thirds of such
members of a registered society entitled under the rules to
vote as may be present in person or by proxy (where the

30 rules allow proxies), at any general meeting of which notice
specifying the intention to propose such resolutions has been
duly given according to the rules; and

(b) confirmed by a majority of such members entitled under the
rules to vote as may be present in person or by proxy (where

35 the rules allow proxies), at a subsequent general meeting of
which notice has been duly given, held not less than fourteen
days nor more than one month from the day of the meeting
at which such resolution was first passed.

At any meeting mentioned in this section, unless a poll is demanded,

40 a declaration by the chairman that the resolution has been carried

shall be conclusive evidence of the fact.

67. A copy of every special resolution for any of the purposes Registration of
mentioned in this Act, signed by the chairman of the meeting and sPecial resolutions.
countersigned by the secretary, shall be sent to the Registrar and

45 registered by him, and until that copy is so registered the special
resolution shall not take effect, Inspection
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Inspection, cancelling, and suspension of registry—dissolution.

68. (1) Upon the application of— Appointment of
(a) one-fifth of the whole number of members of a registered ™P***™
society ; or,
5 (0) in the case of a registered society of one thousand members
and not exceeding ten thousand, one hundred members ; or,
(¢) in the case of a registered society of more than ten thousand
members, five hundred members,
the Registrar, with the consent of the Governor in every case, may—
10 («) appoint an inspector or inspectors to examine into and report
on the affairs of the society ; or,
(0) call a special meeting of the society.

(2) The application under this section shall be supported

by such evidence, for the purpose of showing that the applicants have

15 good reason for requiring an inspection to be made or meeting to be
called, and that they are not actuated by malicious motives in their
application, and such notice thereof shall be given to the society, as
the Registrar directs. '

(3) The Registrar shall require the applicants to give

20 security for the costs of the proposed inspection or meeting, before
appointing any inspector or calling the meeting.

(4) All expenses of and incidental to any such inspection
or meeting shall be defrayed by the members applying therefor or
out of the funds of the society, or by the members or officers, or former

25 members or officers, of the society in such proportions as the Registrar
directs.

() An inspector appointed under this section may require
the production of all or any of the books and documents of the society,
and may examine on oath its officers, members, agents, and servants

30 in relation to its business, and may administer such oath accordingly.

(6) The Registrar may direct at what time and place a
special meeting under this section is to be held and what matters are
to be discussed and determined at that meeting, and the meeting shall .
have all the powers of a meeting called according to the rules of the

35 society, and shall in all cases have power to appoint its own chairman,
any rule of the society to the contrary notwithstanding.

(7) This section shall not apply to a scciety with branches,
except with the consent of the central body of that society.

69. (1) The Registrar may— Ossopiing e
. . > - . 1spension
40 (@) if he thinks fit, at the request of a society, to be evidenced yeghtry.

in such manner as he may direct ; or
() with the approval of the Governor, on proof to his satisfaction
that an acknowledgment of registry has been obtained by
fraud or mistake, or that a society exists for an illegal
purpose,
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purpose, or has wilfully and after notice from the Registrar
violated any of the provisions of this Act, or has ceased to
exist; or
(¢) if any society or branch thereof fails to comply within a
b period of twelve months, after due notice has been given by
the Registrar (acting under the advice of the actuary), with
any requirement duly made by him under his hand in
reference to the adequacy of its contributions to provide the
benefits provided under its rules.

10 by writing under his hand cancel the registry of a society.

(2) The Registrar in any case in which he might, with the
approval of the Governor, cancel the registry of a society, may, by
writing under his hand, suspend the registry for any term not
exceeding three months; and may, with the approval of the Governor,

15 renew the suspension for the like period.

(3) Unless the Registrar has given to a registered society
not less than two months previous notice in writing, specifying briefly
the ground of any proposed cancelling or suspension, the registry of
the society shall not be cancelled (except at its request) or suspended.

20 (4) Where the registry of a society has been cancelled or
suspended, notice thereof shall forthwith be advertised in the Gazette.

(6) Where the registry of a society has been suspended or
cancelled the society shall from the time of the suspension or cancel-
ling (but if suspended only while the suspension lasts, and subject also

25 to the right of appeal given by this section) absolutely cease to
enjoy as such the privileges of a registered society, but without
prejudice to any liability actually incurred by the society ; and any such
liability may be enforced against the society as if the suspension or
cancelling had not taken place.

30 (6) A society may appeal from the cancelling of its
registry or from any suspension thercof which is renewed after six
months from the Registrar to the Supreme Court.

70. (1) Subject to the provision of this Act as to the dissolu-
tion of societies with branches, a registered society or branch may

35 terminate or be dissolved in any of the following ways—

(@) upon the happening of any event declared by the rules to be
the termination of the society or branch; or

(0) as respects societies authorised by the Governor under section
six of this Act, by the consent of two-thirds of the members,

40 testified by their signatures to the instrument of dissolution ;

or

(c) as respects societies other than those authorised by the
Governor under scction six of this Act, by the consent of
five-sixths in value of the members (exclusive of honorary

45 members, if any), testified by their signatures to the instrument
of

Dissolutior of
societies,

22
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of dissolution, and also by the written consent of every
person receiving or entitled to receive any relief, annuity, or
other benefit from the funds of the society or branch, unless
the claim of that person is first duly satisfied, or adequate
provision made for satisfying that claim, and in the case of
a branch with the consent of the central body of the society,
or in accordance with the general rules of the society; or
(d) by the award of the Registrar in the cases specified in this Act.
(2) The central body of any society shall have power if it
10 deem fit to assume the control of all moneys and properties, and to
defray all lawful expenses of any branch thercof which has lapsed or :
has been reduced in membership below the number prescribed in the
rules of such society, or which has been dissolved, the members of
such branch being safeguarded with respect to all benefits to which
15 they may at the time be entitled.

(8) For the purposes of this section the signature of a
member shall include the signature of any person being a member
duly authorised in that behalf by the first-mentioned member.

(4) The value of members shall be ascertained by giving one

20 vote to every member, and an additional vote for every five years that
he has been a member, but to no one member more than five votes in
the whole.

()4

(5) If any member of a society which is dissolved, or if

any person claiming any relief, annuity, or other benefit from the
25 funds thereof, is dissatisfied with the provision made for satisfying his
claim, that member or person may apply to the District Court of the
district within which the chief or any other place of business of the
society is situate for relief or other order, and that court shali have the

same powers in the matter as in regard to the settlement of disputes
30under this Act.

71, When a registered society or branch is terminated by an Instrument of
instrument of dissolution :— Ao,
(1) the instrument shall set forth—
(a) theliabilities and assets of the society or branch in detail ; and
35 (0) the number of members and the nature of their interests in
the society or branch; and
’ (¢) the claims of creditors (if any), and the provision to be
made for their payment; and
(d) the intended appropriation or division of the funds and
40 property of the society or branch, unless the appropriation
or division is stated in the instrument of dissolution to be
left to the award of the Registrar.
(2) Alterations in the instrument of dissolution may be made with
the like consents as are in this Act required for the disso-
45 lution of a society or branch, testified in the same manner.

(3)




Act No. , 1899.

Iriendly Societies.

(3) A statutory declaration shall be made by one of the trustees,
or by three members and the secretary of the society or
branch, that the provisions of this Act have been complied
with, and shall be sent to the Registrar with the instrument
of dissolution.

(4) The instrument shall not in the case of a registered society
or branch direct or contain any provision for a division or
appropriation of the funds of the society or branch, or any
part thereof, otherwise than for the purpose of carrying into

10 effect the objects of the society or branch as declared in the

rules thereof, unless the claim of every member or person
claiming any relicf, annuity, or other benefit from the funds
thereof is first duly satisfied, or adequate provisions are made
for satisfying those claims.

15 (5) The instrument of dissolution and all alterations therein shall
be registered in manner in this Aet provided for the registry
of amendments of rules, and shall be binding upon all the
members of the society or branch.

(6) The Registrar shall cause a notice of the dissolution to he

20 advertised in a newspaper circulating within the district in

which the society’s meetings are hdd, at the expense of the

society or branch, and unless within three months from the

date of the Gazette in which the advertisement appears, a

member or other person interested in or having any claim

25 on the funds of the society or brarch commences proceedings

to set aside the dissolution of the society or branch, and the

dissolution is set aside accordingly, the society or branch

shall be legally dissolved from the date of that advertise-

ment, and the requisite consents to the instrument of disso-

30 lution shall be considered to have been duly obtained without
proof of the signatures thereto.

72. (1) Upon the application made in writing under their pi. oot
hands of — ward:
(a) one-fifth of the whole number of members of a registered Award of
35 society or branch ; or R,
() in the case of a 1*on1qtcrod socicty or branch of one thousand
members and not exceeding ten thousand, one hundred
members ; or
(¢) in the case of a registered society or branch of more than ten
40 thousand members, five hundred members,

the Registrar may by himself, or by his deputy \\hom he may appoint
in ertlnﬂ' under his hand, investigate the affairs of the society or
branch, but shall give not Jess than one month’s previous notice in
writing to the society or branch whose affairs are to be investigated.

(2)

Cx
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(2) The application shall—

(a) state that the funds of the society or branch are insufficient
to meet the existing claims thereon, or that the rates of
contribution fixed in the rules of the society or branch are
insufficient to cover the benefits assured ; and

(0) set forth the grounds on which the insufficiency is alleged ;
and

(c) request an investigation into the affairs of the society or
branch with a view to the dissolution thercof ; and

10 (d) the Registrar shall, before proceeding under this section,

demand from the applicants a deposit or security for the cost
of the proposed investigation, and such deposit or security
shall not be from or upon the funds of the society or branch.

(3) If upon the investigation it appears that the funds of

15 the society or branch are insufficient to meet the existing claims
thereon, or that the rates of contribution fixed in the rules of the
society or branch are insufficient to cover the benefits assured to be
given by the society or branch, the Registrar may, if he considers it
expedient so to do, award that the society or branch shall be dissolved,

20 and its affairs wound-up, and shall direct in what manner the assets of
the society or branch shall be divided or appropriated: Provided
always that the Registrar may suspend his award for such period as
he may deem necessary to enable the society or branch to make such
alterations and adjustment of contributions and benefits as will, in his

25 judgment, prevent the necessity of the award of dissolution being made.

(4) The Registrar proceeding under this section shall have
all the same powers and authorities, enforceable by the same penalties,
as in the case of a dispute referred to him under this Act.

(5) Every award under this section, whether for dissolution

30 or distribution of funds, shall be final and conclusive on the society or
branch in respect of which the award is made, and on all members of
the society or branch and on all other persons having any claim on the
funds of the society or branch, without appeal, and shall be enforced
in the same manner as a decision on a dispute under this Act,

35 (6) The expenses of every investigation and award, and of
publishing every notice of dissolution, shall be paid out of the funds
of the society or branch before any other appropriation thereof is made,
provided that the Registrar may direct that each person applying for
the investigation shall contribute a sum not exceeding sixpence towards

40 the expenses thereof.

(7) Notice of award for dissolution shall, within twenty-
one days after the award has been made, be advertised by the Registrar
and unless within three months from the date on which that advertise-
ment appears, a member or person interested in or having any claim

45 on the funds of the society or branch commences proceedings to set
aside

(%4

o
ot
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aside the dissolution of the society or branch consequent upon such
award, and the dissolution is set aside accordingly, the society or
branch shall be legally dissolved from the date of the advertisement, y
and the requisite consents to the application to the Registrar shall be
5 considered to have been duly obtained without proof of the signature
thereto.
78. A nolice required hy this Act to be advertised shall be Advertisement of .
published in the Gazette, and in a newspaper cireulating in the notices
neighbourhood of the 1eg15tu‘ed office of the society or brancl.
10 74. The provisions of this Act respecting the dissolution of pissolution of
societies shall not apply to any society having branches cxcept with jocicties having
the consent of the central body of the society.
76. Nolice shall be sent to the l’cwntim' by the person taking Notice of procecdings
any proceeding to set aside the dissolution of a souctv or branch, not i de vy
15 less than seven days before the proceeding is Commenced, and bv the
society or branch of any order sottmw a dissolution aside, within seven
days after that order is made.

Offences, peralties, and legal proceedings.

76. Whosoever being a member of the committee of manage- penalty for offences
20 ment of any society formed after the commencement of this Act for by menbers of
any of the purposes mentioned in subsection (1) of section six of this unregistered
Act takes any money or valuable thing in consideration of the allotment sscietics.
of any shares or interest in that socmty before the society is registered
under this Act shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds.
25 77. It shall be an offence under this Act if— Offences.
(a) a registered society or branch, or an officer or member
thereof, fails to give any notice, send any return or document,
do or allow to be done anything which the society, branch
officer, or person, is by this Act required to give, send, do, or
30 allow to be done; or
(b) a registered society or branch, or an officer or member thereof,
wilfully neglects or refuses to do any act or to furnish any
information required for the purposes of this Act by the
Registrar or by any other person authorised under this Act,
3b or does anything forbidden by this Act; or
(¢) a registered society or branch, or an officer or member thercof,
makes a return, or wilfully furnishes information in any
respect false or insuflicient ; or
(d) an officer or member of a body which, having been a branch
40 of a society, has wholly seceded or been expelled from that
sociely, thereafter uses the name of that society or any name
implying that the body is a branch of that society, or the
number by which that body was designated as such bran(cl)l }
or e
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(¢) where a dispute is referred under this Act to the Registrar, a
person refuses to attend or to produce any documents, or to
give evidence before the Registrar; or

(f) a society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch pays

5 money on the death of a child under ten years of age, other-
wise than is provided by this Act; or

(9) a parent or personal representative of a parent claiming
money on the death of a child produces a certificate of the
death other than isin this Act provided to the society or

10 branch from which the money is claimed, or produces a false
certificate, or one fraudulently obtained, or in any way
attempts to defeat the provisions of this Act with respect to
payments apon the death of children.

78. Where a registered society or branch is guilty of an offence

15 under this Act cvery officer of the society or branch bound by the
rules thereof to fulfil any duty whereof the offence is a breach, or if
there is no such officer, then every member of the committee, unless
that officer or member is proved to have been ignorant of or to have
attempted to prevent the commission of the offence, shall be liable to

20 the same penalty as if he had committed the offence.

79. Every default under this Act constituting an offence, if
continued, shall constitute a new offence in every week during which
the default continues.

80. (1) If any person, with intent to mislead or defraud, gives

25 to any other person a copy of any rules, laws, regulations, or other
documents other than the rules of a registered society or branch, on
the pretence that they are the existing rules of that society or branch,
or that there are no other rules of the society or branch, or gives to
any person a copy of any rules on the pretence that those rules are

80 the rules of a registered society or branch when the society is not
registered, or the branch is not a branch as defined by this Act, the
person so offending shall be guilty of a misdemeanour.

(2) If any personeknowingly makes a false or fraudulent
statement in any statutory declaration required by this Act, he shall

35 be guilty of a misdemeanour. And if any member of a registered society
or branch makes any false statement in any declaration, whether written
or verbal, orin any statutory declaration, required by this Act or by the
rules made thereunder, he may, in addition to suffering any other
penalty under this Act, on the vote of the majority of the members of

40 the society or branch present at a general meeting, be deprived of all
benefits of the society and branch, and be expelled from such society
or branch.

(3) If any person obtains possession by false representa-

tion or imposition of any property of a registered society or branch, or

45 withholds or misapplies any such property in his possession, or wilfully
applies
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applies any part thereof to purposes other than those expressed or
directed in the rules of the society or branch and authorised by this
Act, he shall, on such complaint as is in this section mentioned, be
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds

5and costs, and to be ordered to deliver up all such property, or to
repay all sums of money applied improperly ; and in default of such
delivery or repayment, or of the payment of such fine and costs as
aforesaid, to be imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any time
not exceeding three months.

10 (4) Complaint under this section may be made—

(¢) In the case of a registered society, by the society or any
member authorised by the society, or the trustees or committee
of the society ; or

(0) In the case of a branch, by—

15 (1) the branch or any member authorised by the branch or the
trustees or committee thereof ; or
(2) the central body of the society of which the branch forms
part; or
(3) any member of the society or branch authorised by the
20 central body ; or

(¢) In any case, by the Registrar or by any member of the society
or branch authorised by the Registrar.

(5) Nothing in this Act shall prevent any such person from
being proceeded against by way of indictment, if not previously
25 convicted of the same offence under the provisions of this Act.

81. If any person wilfully makes, orders, or allows to be made rine for falsification.
any entry, erasure in, or omission from, a balance-sheet of a registered
society or branch, or a return or document required to be sent,
produced, or delivered for the purposes of this Act, with intent to
30 falsify the same, or to evade any of the provisions of this Act, he shall
be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

82. A society or branch, and an officer or member of a society Fine for ordinary
or branch, or other person guilty of an offence under this Act for offences:
which no penalty is expressly provided, shall be liable to a penalty of

35 not less than one pound and not more than five pounds.

83. If an officer or person aids or abets in the amalgamation or special offences in
transfer of engagements, orin the dissolution of a friendly society other- the case of friendly
wise than as in this Act provided, he shall be liable on summary con- '
viction to the penalty imposed by this Act for offences thereunder, or to

40 be imprisoned with hard labour for a term not exceeding three months.

84. All penalties imposed by this Act or by any regulations made Recovery of fines and
thereunder or by the rules of a registered society or branch may at the P o
suit of the Registrar or any person aggrieved be recovered before, and ~
offences against this Act may be heard and determined by, a police or
stipendiary
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stipendiary magistrate or any two justices of the peace in petty
sessions—
(@) in the petty sessions district where the offence was committed;
or
(b) as respects a prosecution against aregistered society or branch
or an officer thereof, in the petty sessions distriet where the
registered office of the society or branch is situated ; or
(¢) as respects a prosecution against a person other than a
registered society or branch or an officer thereof, in the petty
10 sessions district where the person is resident at the time of
the institution of the prosecution :

Provided that any person aggrieved by any judgment, con-
viction, or order given or made under this seetion may appeal there-
from in the manner provided by the Criminal Law Amendment Act of

15 1883, and the Criminal Law and Evidence Amendment Act of 1891 in
respect of appeals from summary convietion.

ot

85. (1) The trustees of a registered society or branch, or any
other officers authorised by the rules thereof, may bring or defend, or
cause to be brought or defended, any action or other legal proceeding

20 in any court whatsoever, touching or concerning any property, right, or
claim of the society or branch, and may sue and be sued in their
proper names, without other description than the title of their office.

(2) In legal proceedings brought under this Act by a
member or person claiming through a member, a registered society or

25 branch may also be sued in the name, as defendant, of any officer or
person who receives contributions or issues policies on behalf of the
society or branch within the jurisdiction of the court in which the
legal proceeding is brought, with the addition of the words “on behalf
of the society or branch ™ (naming the same).

30 (3) A legal proceeding shall not abate or be discontinued
by the death, resignation, or removal from office of any officer, or by
any act of any such officer after the commencement of the proceedings.

(4) The summons, writ, process, or other proceeding to be
issued to or against the officer or other person sued on behalf of

35 a registered society or branch shall be sufficiently served by personally
serving that officer or other person, or by leaving a true copy thereof
at the registered office of the society or branch, or at any place of
business of the society or branch within the jurisdiction of the court
in which the proceeding is brought, or, if that office or place of business

40 is closed, by posting the copy on the outer door of that office or place
of business.

(5) In all cases where the said summons, writ, process, or
other proceeding is not served by means of such personal service or by
leaving a true copy thereof at the registered office of the society or

45 branch as aforesaid, a copy thereof shall be sent in a registered letter

addressed

29
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addressed to the committee at the registered office of the society or
branch, and posted at least fourteen days before any further step is
taken on the proceeding.

Lees, forms, regulations, evidence.

5 86. (1) The Governor may determine a scale of fees to be paid, Fees.
for matters to be transacted, or for the inspection of documents under
this Act.

(2) A fee shall not be payable on the registry of any
friendly society, or of any amendment of the rules thereof.

10 (3) All fees which may be received by any Registrar,
under or by virtue of this Aect, shall be paid into the Treasury.

87. (1) For the purpose of this Act, a certificate of the birth or Fees payable to
death of any member of or person insured or to be insured with a Regisrrof Births
registered friendly society or branch, shall, on application being made

15as in this Act provided, be given under his hand by the Registrar of
Births or Deaths, for a sum not exceeding one shilling, in place of all
fees or payments otherwise payable in respect thereof.

(2) Whenever application is made at one time to any such
Registrar for more certificates than one of the same birth or death for

20 the purposes of and in the manner prescribed in this Aect, the sum
charged for every such certificate, other than the first, shall not exceed
sixpence.

(3) Whenever the Registrar is required by the person
applying for any certificate of birth or death to fill up the form of

25 application, he may demand a sum not exceeding threepence for so
doing.

(4) Tor the purposes of this seetion the expression Registrar
of Births or Deaths shall include any person having the care of the
register of births or deaths in which the birth or death is entered.

30 88. (1) The forms to be used for acknowledgments of registry Acknowledgment o
of societies, rules and amendments of rules, and of establishment of registy of society.
branches, shall be those contained in Part I of the Second Schedule
to this Act, or such other forms as are preseribed by regulations made
by the Governor.

35 (2) Every annual or other return, abstract of valuation,
and other document required for the purposes of this Act shall be
made in such form and shall contain such particulars as the Registrar
prescribes.

(3) A receipt under this Act endorsed upon or annexed to

40 a mortgage or other assurance, shall be in the form set forth in Part
IT of the same Schedule, or in any form specified in the rules of the
society or branch or any Schedule thereto, and a bond to be given by
an officer in receipt or charge of money shall be in one of the forms
set forth in the said Part. (4)
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(4) Apphcatlons for certificates of Inrthq zmrl deaths under

this Act shall be in such form and under such regulations as may be

approved of by the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages.
89. (1) The Govcrnor may make regulations respecting registry Regulations for

b and procedure under this Act, and the seal to be used for registry, and carrying out Act.

the duties and functions of the Registrar, and the inspection of docu-
ments kept by the Registrar under this Aet, and generally for carrying
this Act into effect.
(2) All such regulations shall be published in the Gazette,
10 and shall thereupon, if not repugnant to this Act, have the force of
law.

3) All such regulations shall, on being gazetted, be laid
before both Touses of Parliament within fourteen days if Parliament
be then sitting, and if not then sitting then within fourteen days after

15 the next meeting of Parliament.

90. Every document bearing the seal or stamp of the Registrar mvidence of
shall be received in evidence without further proof ; and every “docu- doeuments.
ment purporting to be signed by the Registrar, or any inspector or
public auditor or valuer under this Act qhall in the absence of any

20 evidence to the contrary, be received in evldcnco without proof of the
signature.
Application of Act.

91. Societies and branches subsisting at the commencement of Applicat'on to

this Act, which were established under Part T1T of the T iinnaly e rocete.
25 Societies Act of 1873, and whose rules were certified under that Act,

or to which the exemptlons and privileges of that Act were extended,

shall fer—a—period—of—twelve--months—from-—-the—-eommeneoment—of—this

Aet be deemed to be societies registered under this Act; and the rules

of those societies and branches certified as aforesaid shall, so far as
30 they are not contrary to any express provision of this Act, continue in

force for the said period, and no longer.

Supplemental.

92. In this Act, unless a contrary intention appears— Definitions.
“ Amendment of rule ”” shall include a new rule, and a resolution
35 rescinding a rule.

¢ Branch ” shall mean any number of the members of a society
under the control of a central body having a separate fund,
administered by themselves or by a committee or officers
appointed by themselves, and hound to contribute to a fund
40 under the control of a central body, and which has been
designated as a branch of a socicty in any acknowledgment
of the registry of that society, or of the registry of the rules

or establishment of a new branch.

“ Central

31
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¢« Central body” shall mean, in the case of a society with branches,
the body of delegates appointed under the rules of the
society to control the business of such branches.
¢ Committee ”’ shall mean the committee of management or other
directing body of a society or branch.
“ Land ” shall include any interest in land.
“ Meeting ” shall include (where the rules of the society so allow)
a meeting of delegates appointed by members.
«“ Officer ” shall include any trustee, treasurer, secretary, or
10 member of the committee of management of a society or
branch, or person appointed by the society or branch to sue
and be sued on its behalf.
¢ Persons claiming through a member ”* shall include the nominees
of the member when nomination is allowed.
15 «“ Property ”* shall extend to all property (whether real or personal),
including books and papers.
“ Registered society ” shall mean a society registered under this
Act, and shall include societies subsisting at the commence-
ment of this Act to which the provisions of this Act apply.
20 “ Registrar ”” shall mean the Registrar under this Act.

93. The Act mentioned in the Third Schedule to this Act is Repeal.
hereby repealed to the extent mentioned in the third column of that
Schedule.

94, This Act may be cited as the © Friendly Socicties Act, 1899. short titke.

(14

925 SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE.
Matters to be provided for by tle rules of societies regis'cred under this Act.

1. The name and place of office of the society.
2. The whole of the objects for which the society is to be established, the purposes
3() for which the funds thereof shall be applicable, the terms of admission of members, the
conditions under which any member may become entitled to any benefit assured thereby,
and the tines and forfeitures to be imposed on any member, and the consequences of
non-payment of any subscription or fine.
3. The mode of holding meetings and right of voting, and the manner of making,
39 altering, or rescinding rules.

4. The appointment and removal of a committee of management (by whatever
name), of a treasurer and other officers, and of trustees; and in the case of a society
with branches, the composition and powers of the central body, and the conditions under
which a branch may secede from the society.

49 5. The investment of the fuuds, the keeping of the accounts, and the audit of
the sams once a year at least.

6. Annual returns to the Registrar of the reeeipts, funds, effects, and expenditure,
and numbers of members of the society. 7.
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7. The inspection of the books of the society by every person having an interest
in the funds of the society.

8. The manner in which disputes shall be settled.

9. The keeping separate accounts of all moneys received or paid on account of

5 every particular fund or benefit assured, for which ‘a separate table of contributions

payable shall have been adopted, and the keeping separate account of the expenses of
management, and of all contributions on account thereof.

10. A valuation once at least in every five years of the assets and liabilities of
the society, including the estimated risks and coniributions.

10 11. The voluntary dissolution of the society, by consent, of not less than five-
sixths in value of the members, and of every person for the time being entitled to any
berefit from the funds of the sociely, unless his claim be first satisfied or adequately
provided for.

12. The right of one-fifth of the total number of members, or of one hundred

15 werabers in the case of a society of one thousand members and not exceeding ten
thousand, or of five hundred members in the case of a society of more than ten thousand
members, to apply to the Registrar for an investigation of the affairs of the society, or
for winding-up the same.

THE SECOND SCHEDULE,

20 FORMS.
Parr 1.
Acknowledgment of registry of society.
The society (with branches designated ) is registered as a
friendly society, under the ¥riendly Societies Act, 1899, this day of
925 (Seal or stamp of, and signature of Registrar.)

Acknowledgment of registry of amendment of rules.

The foregoing amendment of the rules of the society (o7 of the
branch of the society), is registered under the Friendly Societies Aect, 1899,
this day of :
30 . (Seal or stamp of office, and signature of Registrar.)

Acknowledgment of establishment of new branch.

The is acknowledged to be established as a branch of the
society under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899, this day of :
(Seal of office and signature of Registrar.)

35 Acknowledgment of registry of rules of new branch.
The foregoing rules of the branch of the society are registered

under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899, this day of :

(Seal of office and signature of Registrar.)
Pirr II1.
40 Form of bond.

Kxow all men by these presents that we, A.B.,, of , one of the officers of the
society (or of the branch of the society) having its registered
office at , in the county of , and C.D. of (as surety on behalf
of the said A.B.), are jointly and severally held and firmly bound to EF. of
SCUHE of ,and 1K, of the trustees of the said society (or

116—C branch)
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branch) in the sum of to be paid to the said E.T., G.H., and 1.K., as such
trustees or their successors, trustees for the time being, or their certain attorney; for
which payment well and truly to be made we jointly and severally bind ourselves, and
each of us by himself, our and each of our heirs, executors, and administrators, firmly
5 by these presents.
Sealed with our seals. Dated the day of , in the year of our
Lord
Whereas the above-bounden A.B. has been duly appointed to the office of
of the sociely (or of the branch of the society) having its registered
10 office situate as aforesaid, and he, together with the above-bounden C.D. as his surety,
have entered into the above-written bond, subject to the condition hereinafter contained.
Now therefore the condition of the above-written bond is such that if the said A.B. do
render a just and true account of all moneys received and paid by him on aceount of the
said society (or branch), at such times as the rules thereof appoint, and do pay over all
15 the moneys remaining in his hands, and assign and transfer or deliver all property
(including books and papers) belonging to the said society (or branch) in his hands or
custody to such person or persons as the said society (o7 branch), or the trustees or
committee of management thereof shall appoint, according to the rules of the said
society (or branch), together with the proper and legal receipts or vouchers for such
20 payments, then the above-written bond shall be void, otherwise shall remain in full force.
Secaled and delivered in the presence of—
(Two witnesses.)

Form of receipt to be endorsed on mortgage or further charge.

Tuk trustees of the society (or the branch of the society)
25 hereby acknowledge to have received all moneys intended to be secured by ihe within
(or above) written deed.
Signed (Signatures of trustees.)
Trustees.
Countersigned (Signature of secretary.)
Secretary.

THIRD SCHEDULE.

iz Bk B B
|

Session and

Title or short title.
chapter.

Extent of repeal.

\ | : '
37 Vic. No. 4 ...| The Friendly Societies Act, 1873...| The whole Act, except so far as it

| . .
35 1 relates to benefit-building, loan,
| and investment societies, and to
! co-operative trading and indus-
V
|

trial societies.

Sydney : Wi'liam Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1809,




This PusLic BILL originated in the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, and, having this day
passed, is now ready for presentation to the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL for its concurrence.

Legislative Assembly Chamber, F. W. WEBB,
Sydney, 18 October, 1899. Clerk of the Leguslative Assembly.

VICTORIA REGINA.

Act No. , 1899,

An Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to Friendly
Societies ; and for other purposes.

E it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative

Assembly of New South Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows :—

5 The registry office.

1. (1) There shall be a Registrar of Friendly Societies The registry-oftice
appointed by the Governor, and every Registrar shall be appointed 2od the Registrard
by, and shall hold his office during the pleasure of, the Governor.

(2) The office of the Registrar of Friendly Societies may,

10 with the approval of the Governor, have attached to it such assistants

skilled in the business of an actuary and an accountant as may be
required for discharging the duties imposed on the office by this Act.
116—A 2.
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2. The office of the Registrar shall, with the approval of the ll‘zlg”i‘:ttl‘i;"osﬁiffethe
Governor— ' :

(a) prepare and cause to be circulated, for the use of societies,
model forms of accounts, balance-sheets, and valuations ; and
5 (0) collect from the returns under this Act and from other
sources, and publish and ecirculate, either generally or in any
particular district, or otherwise make known, such informa-
tion on the subject of the statistics of life and sickness and
the application thereof to the business of friendly societies,
10 and such particulars of their returns and valuations, and such
other information useful to the members of or to persons
interested in societies registered or capable of being registered

under this Act as the Registrar may think fit ; and
(¢) cause to be constructed and published tables for the payment
15 of sums of money on death, in sickness, or old age, or on any
other contingency forming the subject of an assurance
authorised under this Act which may appear to be calculable :
Provided that the adoption of any one or more of these tables

by a society shall be optional.

20 8. The Colonial Treasurer shall, out of money to be provided salaries ara
by Parliament, pay to the Registrar such salary or other remuneration, expenses.
and such sums of money for defraying the expenses of office rent,
salaries of assistants, clerks, and servants, remuneration for actuaries,
accountants, and inspectors, computation of tables, publication of

25 documents, diffusion of information, expenses of prosecutions, travelling
expenses and other allowances of the Registrar, and other expenses
which may be incurred for carrying out the purposes of this Act as the
Governor may allow. :

4, The Registrar shall every year make a report of his pro- Annual report

30 ceedings and of the principal matters transacted by him, and of the °f Registrar.
valuations returned to or caused to be made by the Registrar during
the year preceding, and that report shall be laid before Parliament.

5. All documents by this Act required to be sent to the peposit of
Registrar shall be deposited with the rules of the societies to which the decuments.

35 documents respectively relate, and shall be registered or recorded by
the Registrar, with such observations thereon, if any, as the Registrar
may direct.

Registry of societies,

6. The following friendly societies may be registered under this Societies which may
40 Act :— he registered.
(1) Societies for the purpose of providing by subseriptions of the
members thereof, with or without the aid of donations, for—
(@) the relief or maintenance of the members, their husbands,
wives, children, fathers, mothers, brothers, or sisters,
nephews

e Y

@ ot nase
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nephews or nieces, or wards being orphans, during sickness
or other infirmity, whether bodily or mental, in old age
(which shall mean any age after fifty) or in widowhood, or
for the relief or maintenance of the orphan children of
5 members during minority ; or
(b) insuring money to be paid on the birth of a member’s child,
or on the death of a member, or for the funeral expenses
of the husband, wife, or child of a member, or of the widow
of a deceased member, or, as respects persons of the Jewish
10 persuasion, for the payment of a sum of money during the
period of confined mourning; or
(c) the relief or maintenance of the members when on travel in
. search of employment, or when in distressed circumstances,
or in case of shipwreck, or loss or damage of or to boats or
15 " nets; or
(d) the endowment of members or nominees of members at any
age; or
(¢) the insurance against fire, to any amount not exceeding
fifteen pounds, of the tools or implements of the trade or
20 calling of the members :
Provided that neither a society which contracts with any
person for the assurance of an annuity exceeding fifty pounds
per annum, or of a gross sum exceeding two hundred pounds,
nor a society the majority of whose members consists of
persons employed in the same establishment, shop, factory,
or Government institution, shall be registered under this Act.

(2) Societies for any purpose of mutual benefit and advantage
to the members only, and not being within the purposes
mentioned in Parts 1V and V of the Friendly Societies Act

30 of 1873, which the Governor may authorise as a purpose
to which the provisions of this Act, or such of them as are
specified in the authority, ought to be extended : Provided
that where any provisions of this Act are so specified, those
provisions only shall be so extended.

35 7. (1) A society shall not be registered under this Act unless it Conditions of
consists of seven persons at least. registration.

(2) For the purpose of registry there shall be sent to the

Registrar an application to register the society, signed by seven

members and the secretary, and copies of the rules, together with a

40 list of the names of the secretary and of every trustee or other officer
intended to be authorised to sue or be sued on behalf of the society.

(3) The rules of the society so sent shall contain provisions
in respect of the several matters mentioned in the First Schedule to
this Act.

(4)

|8}
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(4) If the list is signed by the secretary and every trustee
and other officer named therein, it shall, on the registry of the society,
be evidence that the persons so named have been duly appointed. :
8. A society shall not be registered under a name identical Nameof scclety.
5 with that under which any other existing society is registered, or so
nearly resembling that name as to be likely, or in the opinion of the
Registrar likely, to deceive the members or the public as to its nature
or its identity.
9. The Registrar, on being satisfied that a society has complied Acknowledgment
10 with the provisions of this Act as to registry, shall issue to that * ™™
society an acknowledgment of registry specifying the designation of
the society and, if the society has branches, the designations of those
branches, and this acknowledgment shall be conclusive evidence that.
the society thercin mentioned is duly registered, unless it is proved
15 that the registry of the society has been suspended or cancelled.

10. From a refusal to register a society, an appeal shall lie to Appeals from refusal
the Supreme Court, and if the refusal to register is overruled on appeal, * &**"
the Registrar shall give an acknowledgment of registry to the society.

11. (1) An amendment of a rule made by a registered society Registry of amend-

20 or branch of such society shall not be valid until the amendment has ments of rules.
been registered under this Act, for which purpose copies of the
amendment, signed by three members and the secretary, shall be sent
to the Registrar.

(2) The Registrar shall, on being satisfied that any amend-

25 ment of a rule is not contrary to the provisions of this Act, issue to the
society an acknowledgment of registry of the amendment, and that
acknowledgment shall be conclusive evidence that the amendment is
duly registered.

(3) The provisions of this Act as to appeal from a refusal

30 to register a society shall apply to a refusal to register an amendment
of a rule.

12. A society assuring to any member thereof a certain annuity Certain societies
or certain superannuation, deferred or immediate, or any sum or sums discnfitled to
payable as endowment or in case of sickness or death or in pursuance =~

35 of any other object authorised by this Act, which is susceptible of
calculation by way of average shall not be entitled to registry unless
the tables of contributions payable for such kind of assurance certified
under the hand of an actuary who has exercised his profession for at .
least five years are transmitted to the Registrar, together with the

40 copies of the rules aforesaid.

Societies with branches. ‘
138. Where a society has branches, the application for registry Registry of socicties
shall be accompanied with— i bymnchen.

(@) a list of all the branches, and notice of the place where the
45 registered office of each branch is situate ; and ©)
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(b) if any branch is to have trustees or officers authorised to sue
and be sued on its behalf other than the trustees or officers
{ authorised to sue and be sued on behalf of the society, a list of
the names of all such trustees or officers, distinguishing the
b branches for which they are authorised to sue and be sued; and
(¢) if the rules of all the branches (in this Act called branch rules)
are or are intended to be identical, a statement to that effect,
and copies of those rules; and
(d) if the branch rules are not or are not intended to be identical,
10 a statement to that effect, and copies of all branch rules.
14. (1) There shall be sent under the hand of the secretary of Establishment of
a registered society to the Registrar i i
(@) motice of the establishment of every new branch of the society ;
and
15 (0) notice of the place where the registered office of the branch
is situate; and
(¢) if the branch is to have trustees or officers authorised to sue
and be sued on its behalf other than the trustees or officers
authorised to sue and be sued on behalf of the society, a list
200 . of the names of such trustees or officers; and
(d) a statement whether or not the rules of the branch are
identical with those of the other branches of the society, and,
if not so, a copy of the rules of the branch ;
(e) where the rules of the new bhranch are not identical with the
25 other branches of the socicty, the society shall not be
entitled to any of the privileges of this Act in respect of that
branch until that branch has been duly registered.

(2) The Registrar shall, on being satisfied that the establish-
ment of the new branch and that the rules thereof are not contrary to

30 the provisions of this Act, register the rules and issue to the society an
acknowledgment of the establishment of the branch and an acknow-
ledgment of the registry of the rules, and those acknowledgments
shall respectively be conclusive evidence that the branch is established
and that the rules had been duly registered.

35 15. The provisions of this Act as to appeal from a refusal to application of pre-
register a society shall apply to a refusal to acknowledge the establish- Mo e e
ment of a new branch or to register the rules of a new branch.

16. (1) A branch of a society shall not be registered as a society requisites for
except on production to the Registrar of a certificate, under the hand Ssgainy of Lanaghes

40 of the secretary or other principal officer of the society of which it was ™ *“*

a branch, that the body has wholly seceded or has been expelled from
the society.

(2) An appeal shall lie to the Supreme Court from the
refusal of the secretary or other principal officer of the society, or his

45 omission after three months from the receipt of a request in writing
made on behalf of the body to grant a certificate. 17.
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17. A body which, having been a branch of a society, has Name of seceding
wholly seceded or been expelled from that society shall not thereaftey o expelled branch.
use the name of that society or any name implying that it is a branch
thereof, or the number by which it was designated as such branch.

5 18. (1) A registered society or branch may contribute to the Contributions from -
funds and take part, by delegates or otherwise, in the government of 2"¢socety o
any other registered society or branch of a society, as provided in the
rules of that first-named society or branch, without becoming a branch
under this Act of that other society or branch.

10 (2) A registered society or branch thereof shall not with-
draw from contributing to the funds of any medical society except on
three month’s notice to the society and on payment of all contributions
accrued or aceruing due to the date of the expiration of the notice.

Consequence of registry.

15 19. An action may be brought in any court of competent juris- Recovery of
diction to recover any sum not exceeding the amount of six months’ ubscriptions.
subscription due by any person being or having been a member of a
registered society or branch who has received three months’ notice to
pay the same: Provided that a member of a friendly society may

20 resign from such society at any time, and shall only be liable to be
sued under the provisions of this Act for arrears of subscription up to the
date of such resignation, but save as aforesaid or as otherwise expressly
provided in this Act, no action shall be brought to recover any subserip-
tion or other moneys payable by any such person as aforesaid.

25 20. (1) Every registered society and branch shall have a Registered office.
registered office to which all communications and notices may be
addressed, and shall send to the Registrar notice of the situation of
that office, and of every change therein.

(2) In the case of a branch, the notice shall be sent to the

30 Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf by the society of
which the branch forms part.

21. The Registrar shall have authority under this Act should Authority of
it appear to him to be necessary in connection with the annual returns pegstrar to inspect
or with the valuation of the assets and liabilities of any friendly :

39 society, or on the request of the trustees of any society or of a
branch thereof, to require the production of the books of the society or
branch for inspection and examination by himself or any other person
duly authorised under his hand; and the Registrar shall also be
authorised at his discretion to obtain from any bank in which the

40 funds of any friendly society or of a branch thereof are deposited or
invested a statement of the amount of such deposit.

22. (1) Bvery registered society and branch shall have three or Appointment of
more trustees. N

(2) The trustees shall be appointed at a meeting of the

45 society or branch, and by a resolution of a majority of the members

present and entitled to vote thereat. (3)
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(3) The society or branch shall send to the Registrar a
copy of every resolution appointing trustees, signed by each of the
trustees so appointed and by the secretary and three members of the
society or branch.

) (4) The same person shall not be secretary or treasurer of
a registered society or branch and a trustee of that society or branch.

(5) In the case of a branch the copy of the resolution shall
be sent to the Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf by
the society of which the branch forms part.

10 23. (1) Every registered society and branch shall once at least Audit.
in every year submit its accounts for audit either to one of the
auditors appointed as in this Aet mentioned or to two or more persons
appointed as the rules of the society or branch provide,

(2) The auditors shall have access to all the books and

15 accounts of the society or branch, and shall examine the annual return
mentioned in this Act, and verify the annual return with the accounts
and vouchers relating thereto; and shall either sign the annual return
as found by them to be correct, duly vouched, and in accordance with
law, or specially report to the society or branch in what respects they

20 find it incorrect, unvouched, or not in accordance with law.

24. (1) Every registered society and branch shall once in every Anmual returns,
year, not later than the thirty-first day of May, send to the Registrar
a return (in this Act called the annual return) of the receipts and
expenditure, funds, and effects of the society or branch as audited.

25 (2) The annual return must—
(a) show separately the expenditure in respect of the several
objects of the society or branch ; and
(0) be made out to the thirty-first day of December then last
inclusively ; and
30 (¢) state whether the audit has been conducted by an auditor
appointed as by this Act provided, and by whom, and, if by
persons other than such auditor, state the name, address,
and calling or profession of every such person, and the
manner in which, and the authority under which, he is
35 appointed.
(3) The society or branch shall, together with the annual
return, send a copy of any special report of the auditors.
(4) In the case of a branch the annual return shall be
sent to the Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf by
40 the society of which the branch forms part.

25. (1) Every registered society and branch shall, once at least Quingnennial
in every five years, send to the Registrar a return of the benefits™port:
assured and contributions receivable from all the members of the
society or branch, and of all its funds and effects, debts and credits,

45accompanied by such evidence in support thereof as the Registrar
prescribes. (2)
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(2) The report must—

(a) be signed by the auditors ; and

(b) state the address and calling or profession of the auditors ;
and

(¢) contain an abstract to be made by the auditors of the results
of their audit, together with a statement containing such
information with respect to the benefits assured and the
contributions receivable by the society or branch, and of its
funds and effects, debts and credits, as the Registrar may

10 require.

3) On receipt of such return the Registrar shall cause
the assets and liabilities of the society or branch to be valued and
reported on by the actuary attached to the office of the Registrar,
and shall send to the society or branch a copy of the report and an

15abstract of the results of the valuation.

(4) Provided that this section shall not apply to a society
authorised by the Governor under section six of this Act, or branch
of such society, unless it is so directed in the authority for registering
that society.

20 (5) Provided also that the Registrar may, with the approval
of the Governor, dispense with the provisions of this section in respect
of societies or branches to whose purposes or to the nature of whose
operations he may deem those provisions inapplicable.

26. Every registered society and branch shall keep a copy of copy of lst balance-
25 the last annual balance-sheet, and of the last quinquennial valuation, sheet-
together with any special report of the auditors, which shall be open
to the inspection of any member at all reasonable hours.

27. For the purpose of audits, the Governor may appoint any Remuneration o
public officers to be auditors. Valuations other than those required “ctury-
30 to be made under this Act shall be made by an actuary attached to the
office of the Registrar, and no fees shall be payable in respect of such
audits or valuations.
28. (1) The rules of such societies authorised by the Governor Binding effect of
z under section six of this Act or branches thereof as the Governor may de E e I
35 allow to take the benefit of this section, shall bind the society or branch
and the members thereof, and all persons claiming through them
respectively, to the same extent as if each member had subscribed his
name and affixed his seal thereto, and there were in the rules contained
a covenant on the part of himself, his heirs, executors, and adminis-
40 trators, to conform to the rules subject to the provisions of this Act.
(2) All sums of money payable by a member to such
society or branch as aforesaid shall be deemed to be a debt due from
the member to the society or branch, and shall be recoverable as such
in any court of competent jurisdiction.

(14
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Privileges of registered societies.

29. Stamp duty shall not be chargeable upon any of the Exemptions from
following documents :— Han Y-
(a) Draft or order or receipt given by or to a registered society
or branch in respect of money payable by virtue of its rules
or of this Act.
(b) Letter or power-of-attorney granted by any person as trustee
for the transfer of any money of a registered society or
branch invested in his name in the public funds.
10 (¢) Bond given to or on account of a registered society or branch,
or by the treasurer or other officer thereof:
(d) Policy of insurance, or appointment or revocation of appoint-
ment of agent, or other document required or authorised by
this Act, or by the rules of a registered society or branch.
15 (¢) Agreement to which a society or branch is a contracting party.
80. (1) In any of the following cases, namely :— Transfer of stock
(A) Where a person being, or having been, a trustee of a registered *§pding n name
society or branch, and whether appointed before or after the
registry thereof, in whose name any funds belonging to the
20 society is standing, either jointly with another or others, or
solely—
(a) is absent from the Colony; or
(6) becomes bankrupt or files any petition, or exccutes any
deed for liquidation of his affairs by assignment or arrange-
ment, or for composition with his ereditors ; or
(¢) becomes lunatie, or is dead ; or
(d) has been removed from his office of trustce.
(B) If it is unknown whether such person is living or dead,
the Registrar may, on application in writing from the secretary and
30 three members of the society or branch, and on proof satisfactory to
him, direct the transfer of the funds into the names of any other
persons as trustees for the society or branch.
(2) The transfer shall be made by the surviving or con-
tinuing trustees, or if there is no such trustee, or if the trustees refuse
35 or are unable to make the transfer, as the Registrar may direct.
31. (1) In the following cases, namely :— Priority on death,
() upon the death or bankruptey of any officer of a registered g i ok
society or branch having in his possession, by virtue of his
office, any money or property belonging to the society or
40 branch ; or
(0) if any execution, attachment, or other process is issued against
any such officer or against his property,
his heirs, executors, or administrators, or trustee or assignee in
bankruptey, or the sheriff or other person executing the process,
shall

(&) 4

|89}
o
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shall, upon demand in writing of the trustees of the society or
branch, or of any two of them, or of any person authorised by the
society or branch, or by the committee thereof, to make the demand,
pay the money, and deliver over the property to the trustees of the
b society or branch in preference to any other debt or claim against the
estate of the officer.
(2) In this section the expression ‘“bankruptey ” shall
include liquidation of a debtor’s affairs by arrangement.
82. (1) The rules of aregistered society or branch may provide Membership of
10 for the admission of a person under twenty-one years of age hut above ™
three years of age as a member.
(2) Any such member may, if he is over sixteen years of
age by himself, and if he is under that age, by his parent or guardian,
execute all instruments, and give all acquittances necessary to be
15 executed or given under the rules, but shall not be a member of the
committee, or a trustee, manager, or treasurer of the society or branch.

88. A registered society or branch may subscribe out of its subseriptions to
funds to any hospital, infirmary, charitable, or provident institution, hospitals.
any annual or other sum which may be necessary to secure to members

20 of the society or branch and their families the benefits of the hospital,
infirmary, or other institution, according to its rules.

Rights of members.

84. Every registered society and branch shall deliver to every Right to supply of

person on demand, on payment of a sum not exceeding one shilling, a copies of the rules.
25 copy of the rules of the society or branch.

85. Every registered society and branch shallsupply gratuitously, right to supply
or produce for his inspection, to every member or person interested in of copies of annual
its funds, on his application, either— i

(a) a copy of the last annual return of the society or branch ; or
30 () a balance-sheet or other document duly audited containing
the same particulars as to the receipts and expenditure,
funds, and effects of the society or branch as are contained
in the annual return.
86. A member or person having an interest in the funds of a mmspection of books
35 registered society or branch may inspect the books at all reasonable by members. s
hours at the registered office of the society or branch, or at any place
where the books are kept, except that the member or person shall not,
unlers he is an officer of the society or branch, or is specially authorised
by a resolution of the society or branch to do so, have the right to y
40 inspect the loan account of any other member without the written
consent of that member.

87. (1) A member or person claiming through a member of a Limitation of
registered friendly society or branch, shall not be entitled to receive "'

more
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more than two hundred pounds by way of gross sum, together with

any bonuses or additions declared upon assurances not exceeding that

amount, or (except as provided by this Act) fifty pounds a year hy

way of annuity, or sick pay in excess of forty-two shillings per week
5 from any one or more such societies or branches.

(2) Any such society or branch may require a member or
person claiming through a member to make and sign a statutory
declaration that the total amount to which that member or person is
entitled from one or more such societies or branches does not exceed

10 the sums aforesaid.

38. The rules of a registered society or branch may provide for Accumulatios of
accumulating at interest, for the use of any member, any surplus of §plus of coutribu-
his contributions to the funds of the society or branch which may
remain after providing for any assurance in respect of which they are

15 paid and for the withdrawal of the accumulations.

39. (1) A person shall not, by reason of his enrolment or service Persons in military
in the permanent or partially-paid or volunteer military or naval forces o »2val forees.
of the Colony, lose or forfeit any interest in a society or branch,
which he possesses at the time of his being so enrolled or serving, or

20 be fined for absence from or non-attendance at any meeting of the
society or branch if his absence or non-attendance is occasioned by the
discharge of his military or naval duty as certified by his commanding-
officer, any rules of the society or branch to the contrary notwith-
standing.

25 (2) A dispute between any such society or branch and
person by reason of that enrolment or service shall be decided by a
police or stipendiary magistrate or any two justices of the peace in
petty sessions.

(3) If the rules of a society or branch, certified before the

30 commencement of the Act, and in force at the time of the enrolment or
service, provide that a member shall be deprived of any benefit by reason
of that enrolment or service, the society or branch may, during the
time those rules are in force, require of the member a contribution
exceeding the rate of contribution otherwise payable by him to an

35 amount not exceeding one tenth of that rate during the time the
member is serving out of the Colony, or may suspend all claim of the
member to any benefits assured by the society or branch, and all claim
of the society or branch to any contributions payable by the member,
during the time only he is serving out of the Colony, but so that if he

40 returns to the Colony he shall forthwith be replaced on the same
footing as before he went abroad on service.

Property, funds, and investments.

40. (1) The trustees of a registered society or bramch may, Tnvestment of funds.
with the consent of the committee or of a majority of the members

present
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present and entitled to vote in general meeting, invest the funds of the
society or branch, or any part thereof, to any amount in any of the
following ways :—
(a) in the Government Savings Bank, or in the Savings Bank of
5] New South Wales; or
(0) in the public funds; or
(¢) in the purchase of land, or in the erection or alteration of
offices or other buildings thereon ; or
(d) upon any other security expressly directed by the rules of the
10 society or branch, not being personal security, except as in
this Act authorised with respect to a loan fund.

(2) The rules of a society with branches and of any branch
thereof may provide for the investment of funds of the society or of
that branch by the trustecs of any branch, or by the trustees of the

15 society, and the consent required for any such investment shall be the
consent of the committee or of such majority as aforesaid of the society
or branch by whom the funds are invested.

41. Where any portion of the funds of a society or branch Receipts of
trustees to act as

have, in accordance with the rules of such society, been invested upon
20 mortgage or other assurance of real property, a receipt under the

hands of the trustees, countersigned by the secretary, in the form in the

Second Schedule hereto, if endorsed upon, or annexed to the mortgage

or other assurance, shall vacate the mortgage or assurance and vest

the property therein comprised in the person entitled to the equity of
25 redemption of that property, without reconveyance or resurrender.

42. A registered society may, out of any separate loan fund to Loans to members
2 out of separate loan

be formed by contributions or deposits of its members, make loans to
members on their personal security, with or without sureties, as may
be provided by the rules, subject to the following restrictions :—
30 (@) A loan shall not at any time be made out of money contributed
for the other purposes of the society ;
(0) a member shall not be capable of holding any interest in the
loan fund exceeding two hundred pounds;
(¢) a society shall not make any loan to a member on personal
35 security beyond the amount fixed by the rules, or make any
loan which, together with any money owing by a member to
the society, exceeds fifty pounds;
(d) a society shall not hold at any one time on deposit from its
members any money as distinet from contributions beyond
40 the amount fixed by the rules, and the amount so fixed shall
not exceed two-thirds of the total sums owing to the society
by the members who have borrowed from the loan fund.

43. A registered society or branch may (if the rules thereof Holding of land.

so provide) hold, purchase, or take on lease in the names of the
45 trustees of the society or branch, anv land, and may sell, exchange,
mortgage,

12
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mortgage, lease, or build upon that land (with power to alter and pull
down buildings and again rebuild), and a purchaser,assignee, mortgagee,
v or tenant shall not be bound to inquire as to the authority for any
sale, exchange, mortgage, or Jease by the trustees, and the receipt of
5 the trustees shall be a discharge for all sums of money arising from or
in connection with the sale, exchange, mortgage, or lease. :
44. (1) All property belonging to a registered society, whether Vesting of preperty,
acquired before or after the society is registered, shall vest in the
trustees for the time being of the society, for the use and benefit of

10 the society and the members thereof, and of all persons claiming
through the members according to the rules of the society.

(2) The property of a branch of a society shall vest wholly
or partly in the trustees for the time being of that branch or of any
other branch of which that branch forms part (or, if the rules of the

15 society so provide, in the trustees for the time being of the society),
for the use and benefit either of the members of any such branch
and persons claiming through those members, or of the members of
the society generally, and persons claiming through them, according
to the rules of the society.

20 (3) The trustees shall not be liable to make good any
deficiency in the funds of the society or branch, but shall be liable for
sums of money actually received by them respectively on account of
the society or branch.

45. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of a trustee of a Devolution on death.

25 registered society or branch, the property vested in that trustee shall,
without conveyance or assignment, and whether the property is real
or personal, vest, as personal estate subject to the same trusts, in the
succeeding trustee of that society or branch either solely or together
with any surviving or continuing trustees, and, until the appoiniment

30 of succeeding trustees, shall so vest in the surviving or continuing
trustees only, or in the executors or administrators of the last surviving
or continuing trustee, except that stocks and securities in the public
funds shall be transferred into the names of the succeeding trustees
either solely or jointly with any surviving or continuing trustees.

35 46. In all legal proceedings whatsoever concerning any property Description in legal
vested in the trustees of a registered society or branch, the property Proceetines
may be stated to be the property of the trustees in their proper names

' as trustees for the society or branch without further description.

Officers in receipt or charge of money.

v 40 47. Every secretary and treasurer of a registered society or Security by officers.
branch shall, before taking office, give the security of a guarantee
society, in such sum as the society or branch directs, conditioned for
rendering a just and true account of all sums of money received and
paid
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paid by them, or either of them, on account of the society or branch at
such times as its rules appoint, or as the society or branch, or the
trustees or committee thereof, require them, or either of them, to do,
and for the payment by them, or either of them, of all sums due from

5 them, or either of them, to the society or branch.

48. (1) Every officer of a registered society or branch having
receipt or charge of money, securities, books, papers, or other effects
shall, at such times as by the rules of the society or branch he should
render account, or upon demand made, or notice in writing given or

10 left at his last or usual place of residence, give in his account as may
be required by the society or branch, or by the trustees or committee
thereof, to be examined and allowed or disallowed by them, and shall,
on the like demand or notice, pay over ali sums of money and deliver
all property in his hands or custody to such person as the society or

15 branch, or the committee or the trustees, may appoint.

(2) In case of any neglect or refusal to deliver the account,
or to pay over the sums of money, or to deliver the property in manner
aforesaid, the trustees or authorised officers of the society or branch
may sue upon the bond or security before mentioned, or may apply to

20a court consisting of a police or stipendiary magistrate, or any two
justices of the peace in petty sessions, and the order of either such
court shall be final and conclusive.

Payments on death generally.

49. (1) A member of a registered society or hranch thereof, not

25 being under the age of sixteen years, may, by writing under his hand
delivered at or sent to the registered office of the society or branch, or
made in a book kept at that office, nominate a person to whom any sum
of money payable by the society or branch on the death of that member,
not exceeding one hundred pounds, shall be paid at his decease.

30 (2) The sum of money payable by the society or branch on
the death of a member shall include sums of money contributed to or
deposited in the separate loan account, and the sums of money
accumulated for the use of the member under the provisions of this
Act with interest thereon.

35 (3) The person so nominated must not he an officer or
servant of the society or branch, unless that officer or servant is the
husband, wife, father, mother, child, brother, sister, nephew, or niece
of the nominator.

(4) A nomination so made may be revoked and varied by

40any similar document under the hand of the nominator, delivered,
sent, or made as aforesaid.

(5) The marriage of a member of a society or branch shall
operate as a revocation of any nomination theretofore made by that
member under this section.

50,
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Accounts of officers.

Power of member
to dispose of sums
payable on his death
by nomination.
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due to the deceased member, not exceeding the said sum of one
hundred pounds.

5 (2) The receipt of a nominee over sixteen years of age for
any amount so paid shall be valid.

(8) If the total sum in respect to which a nomination may
be made under this Act by a member, after deducting any sums of
money payable under the rules of the society or branch or otherwise for

10 the purpose of defraying funeral expenses, exceeds at the time of the
death of that member eighty pounds, the society or branch shall before
making any payment require the production of a duly stamped receipt
for the stamp duty payable thereon, or a letter or certificate stating
that no such duty 1s payable from the Stamp Commissioner.

15 (4) The said Commissioner shall give such receipt, letter,
or certificate on the payment of the duty or satisfactory proof of no
duty being payable, as the case may be.

a

nominator.’

51. (1) If any member of a registered society or branch Intestacy.

entitled from the funds thereof to a sum not exceeding one hundred

20 pounds dies intestate and without having made any nomination thereof
then subsisting, the society or branch may, without letters of adminis-
tration, distribute the sum among such persons as appear to a majority
of the trustees, upon such evidence as they may deem satisfactory, to
be entitled by law to receive that sum.

25 (2) In case of no claim to the amount due on account of a
deceased member being made by any nominee or next of kin within
six years from the death of the member, the balance of the amounts
due, after the payment of funeral expenses, shall revert wholly to the
funeral fund of the society or branch.

15

50. (1) On receiving satisfactory proof of the death of a Proceedings ondcatn
. . . £
nominator the society or branch shall pay to the nominee the amount ** *

30 52. (1) A payment made by a registered society or branch Validityof paymente.

under the foregoing provisions of this Aect with respect to payments
on death generally to the person who at the time appears to a majority
of the trustees to be entitled thereunder, shall be valid and effectual
against any demand made upon the trustees or the society or branch
35 by any other person, but the next of kin or lawful representative of
the deceased member shall have remedy for recovery of the money, so
paid as aforesaid, against the person who has received that money.
(2) Where the society or branch has paid money to a
nominee in ignorance of a marriage subsequent to the momination,
40 the receipt of the nominee shall be a valid discharge to the society or
branch.

53. (1) A registered society or branch shall not pay any sum Certificates of death.

of money upon the death of a member or other person whose death is
or ought to be entered in any register of deaths, except upon the
45 production of a certificate of that death under the hand of the Registrar
of deaths or other person having care of the register of deaths in which
that death is or ought to be registered. (2)
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(2) This section shall not apply to deaths at sea, nor to a
death by colliery explosion or other accident where the body cannot
be found, nor to any death certified by a coroner or magistrate holding
a coronial or magisterial inquiry, to be the subject of a pending

5 inquest or inquiry.
Payments on death of children.

64. A society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch Limitation of amount
shall not insure or pay on the death of a child uuder five years of age P*¥*"*
any sum of money which, added to any amount payable on the death
of that child by any other society or branch exceeds six pounds, or on
10 the death of a child under ten years of age any sum of money which,
added to any amount payable on the death of that child by any other
society or branch exceeds ten pounds.
86. A society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch Person to whom pay
shall not pay any sum on the death of a child under ten years of age ™ ™ be made.
15 except to the parent of the child, or to the personal representative of
the parent, and upon the production by the parent or his personal
representative of a certificate of death issued by the Registrar of
deaths or other person having the care of the register of deaths,
containing the particulars mentioned in this Act.
20 66. (1) Where application is made for a certificate of the death Particulars of
of a child for the purpose of obtaining a sum of money from a society cetificates.
or branch, the name of the society or branch, and the sum sought to
be obtained therefrom, shall be stated to the Registrar of deaths.
(2) The Registrar of deaths shall write on or at the foot of

25 the certificate the words “To be produced to the society or
branch” (raming the same) ““said to be lidble for payment of the sum
of pounds ™ (stating the same).

(3) All certificates of the same death shall be numbered
in consecutive order.

30 67. (1) A Registrar of deaths shall not give any one or more Cases in which
certificates of death for the payment in the whole of any sum of money ;f?;ffcates Yo
exceeding six pounds on the death of a child under five years, or for
the payment in the whole of a sum exceeding ten pounds on the death
of a child under ten years.

35 (2) A Registrar of deaths shall not grant any such certifi-
cate unless the cause of death has been previously entered in the
register of deaths on the certificate of a coroner or of a registered
medical practitioner who attended the deceased child during its last
illness, or except upon the production of a certificate of the probable

40 cause of death under the hand of a registered medical practitioner, or
of other satisfactory evidence thereof.

68. A society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch to Ir guiries by socictics.
which is produced a certificate of the de-th of a child which does not
purport to be the first shall, before paying any money thereon, inquire
whether
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whether any and what sums of money have been paid on the same
death by any other society or branch.
59. Nothing in this Act respecting payments on the death of Savingastoinsurable
children shall apply to insurance on the lives of children of any age,
5 when the person insuring has an interest in the life of the person insured.

interests.

Disputes.

60. Every dispute between— Decision of disputes,
(«) a member or person claiming through a member or under the
rules of a registered society or branch, and the society or
branch, or an officer thereof’; or
(b) any person aggrieved who has for not more than six months
ceased to be a member of a registered society or branch, or
any person claiming through such person aggrieved, and the
society or branch, or an officer thereof ; or
(¢) any branch of any society and the society of which it is a
branch ; or
(d) an officer of any branch and the society of which that branch
is a branch; or
(e) any two or more branches of any society, or any officers thereof
20 respectively,
shall be decided in a manner directed by the rules of the society or
branch, and the decision so given shall be binding and conclusive on
all parties without appeal, and shall not be removable into any court
of law or restrainable by injunction ; and application for the enforce-
25 ment thereof may be made to the District Court.

Change of name, amalgamation, and conversion of Societies.

61. (1) A registered society may, by special resolution, with Power to change
the approval in writing of the Registrar, change its name, and shall ™™
not change its name in any other manner.

30 (2) Any such change of name shall not affect any right or
obligation of the society, or of any member thereof, and any pending
legal proceedings may be continued by or against the trustees of the
society, or any other officer who may sue or be sued on behalf of the
society, notwithstanding its new name.

35 62. (1) Any two or more registered societies, or any two or Amalgamation and
more branches of a registered society with the consent of such society, Z;“g’;ﬁ;fx‘;gﬁts
may become amalgamated together as one society or branch, with or :
without any dissolution or division of the funds of any of those
societies or branches.

40 (2) A registered society, or branch of a registered society
with the consent of such society, may transfer its engagements to any
other registered society or branch which may undertake to fulfil the
engagements of that society or branch.

116—B (3)
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(3) The terms upon which any societies or branches may
become amalgamated, or upon which any society or branch may
transfer its engagements under this section shall be—

(a) agreed upon by the committees of management of all the
societies or branches proposed to become amalgamated, or of
the society proposing to transfer its engagements and the
society proposing to undertake to fulfil such engagements;
and

(0) confirmed by the votes of a majority of the members of each
10 of such societies or branches present or voting by writing
(where and in such manner as the rules allow voting by
writing) at a general meeting duly convened for that purpose ;
and
(¢) approved by the Registrar after such confirmation.

15 63. (1) A registered society may, by special resolution, deter- Conversion of socicty
mine to convert itself into a company under the Companies Act, or to ™«
amalgamate with or transfer its engagements to any such company.

(2) If a special resolution for converting a society into a

company contains the particulars required by the Companies Act, to be

20 contained in the memorandum of association of a company, and a true

copy thereof has been registered by the Registrar, a copy of that

resolution under the seal or stamp of the Registrar shall have the same

effect as a memorandum of association duly signed and attested under
the said Act.

25 (8) If a society is registered as, or amalgamates with, or
transfers all its engagements to, a company, the registry of the society
under this Act shall thereupon become void, and shall be cancelled by
the Registrar ; but the registration of a society asa company shall not
affect any right or claim subsisting against that society, or any penalty

30 incurred by that society ; and for the purpose of enforcing any such
right, claim, or penalty, the society may be sued and proceeded against
in the same manner as if it had not become registered as a company ;
and every such right or claim, or the liability to any such penalty,
shall have priority as against the property of the company, over all

35 other rights or claims against or liabilities of the company.

64. An amalgamation or transfer of engagements in pursuance saving rights
of this Act shall not prejudice any right of a creditor of either or any °f cxeditors.
society party thereto.

65. (1) A registered society may, by a resolution passed by a Conversion of society

40 majority of the members or delegates present and entitled to vote at ™t Pranch:
any general meeting, of which notice specifying the intention to
propose any such resolution has been duly given according to the rules,
determine to become a branch of any other registered society.
(2)
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(2) If the rules of the society do not comply with all the
provisions of this Act, the meeting at which any such resolution is
passed may amend the rules so as to bring the rules into compliance
with this Act.

5 (3) A copy of the rules of the society marked to show
the amendments, if any, made at the meeting, and two copies of the
resolution and of such amendment of rules, if any, as aforesaid, each
signed by the chairman of the meeting and by the secretary of the
society so determining to become a branch of another society, and

10 countersigned by the secretary of that other society, shall be sent to
the Registrar.

(4) If the Registrar finds that the rules, with or without
such amendment as aforesaid, comply with the provisions of this Aect,
he shall cancel the registry of the first-mentioned society, and shall

15 register the rules and issue acknowledgments in the same manner as
is provided by this Act in respect of the establishment of new branches ;
and the provisions of this Act as to appeals from the refusal to register
a society shall apply to a refusal to register rules or issue acknowledg-
ments under this section as a branch of that other society.

20 (5) An advertisement of any cancelling of registry under
this section shall not be requisite.

(6) This section shall apply only to societies registered
before the first day of , one thousand eight hundred and
ninety- ’ :

25 66. For the purposes of this Act a special resolution shall mean
a resolution which is—

(a) passed by a majority of not less than two-thirds of such
members of a registered society entitled under the rules to
vote as may be present in person or by proxy (where the

30 rules allow proxies), at any general meeting of which notice

specifying the intention to propose such resolutions has been
duly given according to the rules; and

(b) confirmed by a majority of such members entitled under the
rules to vote as may be present in person or by proxy (where

35 the rules allow proxies), at a subsequent general meeting of
which notice has been duly given, held not less than fourteen
days nor more than one month from the day of the meeting
at which such resolution was first passed.

At any meeting mentioned in this section, unless a poll is demanded,

40 a declaration by the chairman that the resolution has been carried
shall be conclusive evidence of the fact.

67. A copy of every special resolution for any of the purposes
mentioned in this Aect, signed by the chairman of the meeting and
countersigned by the secretary, shall be sent to the Registrar and

45 registered by him, and until that copy is so registered the special
resolution shall not take effect. Inspection

19

Meaning of special
resolution,

Registmtion of
special resolutions.
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Inspection, cancelling, and suspension of registry—dissolution.

68. (1) Upon the application of— Appointment of
(@) one-fifth of the whole number of members of a registered ™Pectors
society ; or,
5 () in the case of a registered society of one thousand members
and not exceeding ten thousand, one hundred members ; Or,
(¢) in the case of a registered society of more than ten thousand
members, five hundred members,
the Registrar, with the consent of the Governor in every case, may—
10 (@) appoint an inspector or inspectors to examine into and report
on the affairs of the society ; or,
() call a special meeting of the society.

(2) The application under this section shall be supported

by such evidence, for the purpose of showing that the applicants have

15 good reason for requiring an inspection to be made or meeting to be
called, and that they are not actuated by malicious motives in their
application, and such notice thereof shall be given to the society, as
the Registrar directs.

(3) The Registrar shall require the applicants to give

20 security for the costs of the proposed inspection or meeting, before
appointing any inspector or calling the meeting.

(4) All expenses of and incidental to any such inspection
or meeting shall be defrayed by the members applying therefor or
out of the funds of the society, or by the members or officers, or former

25 members or officers, of the society in such proportions as the Registrar
directs.

(6) An inspector appointed under this section may require
the production of all or any of the books and documents of the society,
and may examine on oath its officers, members, agents, and servants

80 in relation to its business, and may administer such oath accordingly.

(6) The Registrar may direct at what time and place a
special meeting under this section is to be held and what matters are
to be discussed and determined at that meeting, and the meeting shall
have all the powers of a meeting called according to the rules of the

85 society, and shall in all cases have power to appoint its own chairman,
any rule of the society to the contrary notwithstanding.

(7) This section shall not apply to a society with branches,
except with the consent of the central body of that society.

69. (1) The Registrar may— Cancelling and
40 (@) if he thinks fit, at the request of a society, to be evidenced - e

in such manner as he may direct ; or
() with the approval of the Governor, on proof to his satisfaction
that an acknowledgment of registry has been obtained by
fraud or mistake, or that a society exists for an illegal
purpose,
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purpose, or has wilfully and after notice from the Registrar
violated any of the provisions of this Act, or has ceased to
exist; or

(¢) if any society or branch thereof fails to comply within a
period of twelve months, after due notice has been given by
the Registrar (acting under the advice of the actuary), with
any requirement duly made by him under his hand in
reference to the adequacy of its contributions to provide the
benefits provided under its rules.

10 by writing under his hand cancel the registry of a society.

(2) The Registrar in any case in which he might, with the
approval of the Governor, cancel the registry of a society, may, by
writing under his hand, suspend the registry for any term not
exceeding three months; and may, with the approval of the Governor,

15 renew the suspension for the like period. '

(3) Unless the Registrar has given to a registered society
not less than two months previous notice in writing, specifying briefly
the ground of any proposed cancelling or suspension, the registry of
the society shall not be cancelled (except at its request) or suspended.

20 (4) Where the registry of a society has been cancelled or
suspended, notice thereof shall forthwith be advertised in the Gazette.

(5) Where the registry of a society has been suspended or
cancelled the society shall from the time of the suspension or cancel-
ling (but if suspended only while the suspension lasts, and subject also

25 to the right of appeal given by this section) absolutely cease to
enjoy as such the privileges of a registered society, but without
prejudice to any liability actually incurred by the society ; and any such
liability may be enforced against the society as if the suspension or
cancelling had not taken place.

- 30 (6) A society may appeal from the cancelling of its

registry or from any suspension thereof which is renewed after six
months from the Registrar to the Supreme Court.

70. (1) Subject to the provision of this Act as to the dissolu- Dissolution of

tion of societies with branches, a registered society or branch may
35 terminate or be dissolved in any of the following ways—
(a) upon the happening of any event declared by the rules to be
the termination of the society or branch; or
(0) as respects societies authorised by the Governor under section
six of this Act, by the consent of two-thirds of the members,
40 testified by their signatures to the instrument of dissolution ;
or
(¢) as respects societies other than those authorised by the
Governor under section six of this Act, by the consent of
five-sixths in value of the members (exclusive of honorary
45 members, if any), testified by their signatures to the instrument
of

21
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of dissolution, and also by the written consent of every
person receiving or entitled to receive any relief, annuity, or
other benefit from the funds of the society or branch, unless
the claim of that person is first duly satisfied, or adequate
b provision made for satisfying that claim, and in the case of
a branch with the consent of the central body of the society,

or in accordance with the general rules of the society ; or
(d) by the award of the Registrar in the cases specified in this Act.
(2) The central body of any society shall have power if it
10 deem fit to assume the control of all moneys and properties, and to
defray all lawful expenses of any branch thereof which has lapsed or
has been reduced in membership below the number prescribed in the
rules of such society, or which has been dissolved, the members of
such branch being safeguarded with respect to all benefits to which

15 they may at the time be entitled.

(8) For the purposes of this section the signature of a
member shall include the signature of any person being a member
duly authorised in that behalf by the first-mentioned member.

(4) The value of members shall be ascertained by giving one

20 vote to every member, and an additional vote for every five years that
he has been a member, but to no one member more than five votes in
the whole.

() If any member of a society which is dissolved, or if
any person claiming any relief, annuity, or other benefit from the

25 funds thereof, is dissatisfied with the provision made for satisfying his
claim, that member or person may apply to the District Court of the
district within which the chief or any other place of business of the
society is situate for relief or other order, and that court shall have the
same powers in the matter as in regard to the settlement of disputes

30 under this Act.

71. When a registered society or branch is terminated by an Instrument of

instrument of dissolution :—
(1) the instrument shall set forth—
(a) the liabilities and assets of the society or branch indetail; and
35 (6) the number of members and the nature of their interests in
the society or branch; and
(¢) the claims of creditors (if any), and the provision to be
made for their payment; and
(d) the intended appropriation or division of the funds and
40 property of the society or branch, unless the appropriation
or division is stated in the instrument of dissolution to be
left to the award of the Registrar.
(2) Alterations in the instrument of dissolution may be made with
the like consents as are in this Act required for the disso-
45 lution of a society or branch, testified in the same manner.

3)

22
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3) A statutory declaration shall be made by one of the trustees,
or by three members and the secretary of the society or
branch, that the provisions of this Act have been complied
with, and shall be sent to the Registrar with the instrument

5 of dissolution.

(4) The instrument shall not in the case of a registered society
or branch direct or contain any provision for a division or
appropriation of the funds of the society or branch, or any
part thereof, otherwise than for the purpose of carrying into

10 effect the objects of the society or branch as declared in the
rules thereof, unless the claim of every member or person
claiming any relief, annuity, or other benefit from the funds
thereof is first duly satisfied, or adequate provisions are made
for satisfying those claims.

15 (5) The instrument of dissolution and all alterations therein shall
be registered in manner in this Act provided for the registry
of amendments of rules, and shall be binding upon all the
members of the society or branch.

(6) The Registrar shall cause a notice of the dissolution to be
20 advertised in a newspaper circulating within the district in
which the society’s meetings ave held, at the expense of the
society or branch, and unless within three months from the
date of the Gazette in which the advertisement appears, a
member or other person interested inor having any claim
25 on the funds of the society or branch commences proceedings
to set aside the dissolution of the society or branch, and the
dissolution is set aside accordingly, the society or branch
shall be legally dissolved from the date of that advertise-
ment, and the requisite consents to the instrument of disso-
30 lution shall be considered to have been duly obtained without
proof of the signatures thereto.
72. (1) Upon the application made in writing under their pisolution ot
hands of— i
(a) one-fifth of the whole number of members of a registered
35 society or branch ; or
(b) in the case of a registered society or branch of one thousand
members and not exceeding ten thousand, one hundred
members ; or
(¢) in the case of a registered society or branch of more than ten
40 thousand members, five hundred members,

the Registrar may by himself, or by his deputy whom he may appoint
in writing under his hand, investigate the affairs of the society or
branch, but shall give not less than one month’s previous notice in
writing to the society or branch whose affairs are to be investigated.

(2)
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(2) The application shall —

(a) state that the funds of the society or branch are insufficient
to meet the existing claims thereon, or that the rates of
contribution fixed in the rules of the society or branch are

5 insufficient to cover the benefits assured ; and

() set forth the grounds on which the insufficiency is alleged ;
and

(¢) request an investigation into the affairs of the society or
branch with a view to the dissolution thereof ; and

10 (d) the Registrar shall, before proceeding under this section,

demand from the applicants a deposit or security for the cost
of the proposed investigation, and such deposit or security
shall not be from or upon the funds of the society or branch.

(3) If upon the investigation it appears that the funds of

15 the society or branch are insufficient to meet the existing claims
thereon, or that the rates of contribution fixed in the rules of the
society or branch are insufficient to cover the benefits assured to be
given by the society or branch, the Registrar may, if he considers it
expedient so to do, award that the society or branch shall be dissolved,

20 and its affairs wound-up, and shall direct in what manner the assets of
the society or branch shall be divided or appropriated: Provided
always that the Registrar may suspend his award for such period as
he may deem necessary to enable the society or branch to make such
alterations and adjustment of contributions and benefits as will, in his

25 judgment, prevent the necessity of the award of dissolution being made.

(4) The Registrar proceeding under this section shall have
all the same powers and authorities, enforceable by the same penalties,
as in the case of a dispute referred to him under this Act.

(5) Every award under this section, whether for dissolution

30 or distribution of funds, shall be final and conclusive on the society or
branch in respect of which the award is made, and on all members of
the society or branch and on all other persons having any claim on the
funds of the society or branch, without appeal, and shall be enforced
in the same manner as a decision on a dispute under this Act.

35 (6) The expenses of every investigation and award, and of
publishing every notice of dissolution, shall be paid out of the funds
of the society or branch before any other appropriation thereof is made,
provided that the Registrar may direct that each person applying for
the investigation shall contribute a sum not exceeding sixpence towards

40 the expenses thereof.

(7) Notice of award for dissolution shall, within twenty-
one days after the award has been made, be advertised by the Registrar
and unless within three months from the date on which that advertise-
ment appears, a member or person interested in or having any claim

45 on the funds of the society or branch commences proceedings to set
aside

24
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aside the dissolution of the society or branch consequent upon such
award, and the dissolution is set aside accordingly, the society or
branch shall be legally dissolved from the date of the advertisement,
and the requisite consents to the application to the Registrar shall be

b considered to have been duly obtained without proof of the signature
thereto.

73. A mnotice required by this Act to be advertised shall be Advertisement of
published in the Gazette, and in a newspaper circulating in the notices.
neighbourhood of the registered office of the society or branch.

10 74. The provisions of this Act respecting the dissolution of pissolution of
societies shall not apply to any society having branches except with e o
the consent of the central body of the society. S

75. Notice shall be sent to the Registrar by the person taking Notice of procecdings
any proceeding to set aside the dissolution of a society or branch, not i e

15 less than seven days before the proceeding is commenced, and by the :
society or branch of any order setting a dissolution aside, within seven
days after that order is made.

Offences, penalties, and legal proceedings.

76. Whosoever being a member of the committee of Manage- Penalty for offences
20 ment of any society formed after the commencement of this Aot SRR bt ot
any of the purposes mentioned in subsection (1) of section six of this unregistered
Act takes any money or valuable thing in consideration of the allotment s>cicties.
of any shares or interest in that society before the society is registered
under this Act shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds.
25 77. 1t shall be an offence under this Act if— Offences.
(@) a registered society or branch, or an officer or member
thereof, fails to give any notice, send any return or document,
do or allow to he done anything which the society, branch
officer, or person, is by this Act required to give, send, do, or
30 allow to be done; or
(6) a registered society or branch, or an officer or member thereof,
wilfully neglects or refuses to do any act or to furnish any
information required for the purposes of this Act by the
Registrar or by any other person authorised under this Act,
35 or does anything forbidden by this Act; or
(¢) a registered society or branch, or an officer or member thereof,
makes a return, or wilfully furnishes information in any
respect false or insufficient ; or
(d) an officer or member of a body which, having been a branch
40 of a society, has wholly seceded or been expelled from that
society, thereafter uses the name of that society or any name
implying that the body is a branch of that society, or the
number by which that body was designated as such branch ;

or ()
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(¢) where a dispute is referred under this Act to the Registrar, a
person refuses to attend or to produce any documents, or to
cive evidence before the Registrar; or

(f) a society, whether registered or unregistered, or a branch pays

b money on the death of a child under ten years of age, other-
wise than is provided by this Act; or

(9) a parent or personal representative of a parent claiming
money on the death of a child produces a certificate of the
death other than isin this Act provided to the society or

10 branch from which the money is claimed, or produces a false
certificate, or one fraudulently obtained, or in any way
attempts to defeat the provisions of this Act with respect to
payments upon the death of children.

26

78. Where a registered society or branch is guilty of an offence oftences by societies

15 under this Act every officer of the society or branch bound by the
rules thereof to fulfil any duty whereof the offence is a breach, or if
there is no such officer, then every member of the committee, unless
that officer or member is proved to have been ignorant of or to have
attempted to prevent the commission of the offence, shall be liable to

920 the same penalty as if he had committed the offence.

to be also offences by

79. Every default under this Act constituting an offence, if Continuing offences.

continued, shall constitute a new offence in every week during which
the default continues.

80. (1) If any person, with intent to mislead or defraud, gives Punishment of fraud,

95 to any other person a copy of any rules, laws, regulations, or other
documents other than the rules of a registered society or branch, on
the pretence that they are the existing rules of that society or branch,
or that there are no other rules of the society or branch, or gives to
any person a copy of any rules on the pretence that those rules are

30 the rules of a registered society or branch when the society is not
registered, or the branch is not a branch as defined by this Act, the
person so offending shall be guilty of a misdemeanour.

(2) If any person knowingly makes a false or fraudulent
statement in any statutory declaration required by this Act, he shall

35 be guilty of a misdemeanour. And if any member of a registered society
or branch makes any false statement in any declaration, whether written
or verbal, orin any statutory declaration, required by this Act or by the
rules made thereunder, he may, in addition to suffering any other
penalty under this Act, on the vote of the majority of the members of

40 the society or branch present at a general meeting, be deprived of all
benefits of the society and branch, and be expelled from such society
or branch.

(3) If any person obtains possession by false representa-
tion or imposition of any property of a registered society or branch, or

45 withholds or misapplies any such property in his possession, or wilfully

applies

false declarations,and
misappropriaticns,
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applies any part thereof to purposes other than those expressed or
directed in the rules of the society or branch and authorised by this
Act, he shall, on such complaint as is in this section mentioned, be
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds

Sand costs, and to be ordered to deliver up all such property, or to
repay all sums of money applied improperly; and in default of such
delivery or repayment, or of the payment of such fine and costs as
aforesaid, to be imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any time
not exceeding three months.

10 (4) Complaint under this section may be made—

(a) In the case of a registered society, by the society or any
member authorised by the society, or the trustees or committee
of the society ; or

(0) In the case of a branch, by—

15 (1) the branch or any member authorised by the branch or the
trustees or committee thereof ; or
(2) the central body of the society of which the branch forms
part; or
(3) any member of the society or branch authorised by the
20 central body ; or

(¢) In any case, by the Registrar or by any member of the society
or branch authorised by the Registrar.

(5) Nothing in this Act shall prevent any such person from
being proceeded against by way of indictment, if not previously
25 convicted of the same offence under the provisions of this Act.

81. If any person wilfully makes, orders, or allows to be made Fiiie for falsifieation.
any entry, erasure in, or omission from, a balance-sheet of a registered
society or branch, or a return or document required to be sent,
produced, or delivered for the purposes of this Act, with intent to
30 falsify the same, or to evade any of the provisions of this Act, he shall
be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

82. A society or branch, and an officer or member of a society Fine for ordinary
or branch, or other person guilty of an offence under this Act for ofences
which no penalty is expressly provided, shall be liable to a penalty of

35 not less than one pound and not more than five pounds.

83. If an officer or person aids or abets in the amalgamation or special offences in
transfer of engagements, orin the dissolution of a friendly society other- b i
wise than as in this Act provided, he shall be liable on summary con- '
viction to the penalty imposed by this Act for offences thereunder, or to
40 be imprisoned with hard labour for a term not exceeding three months.

84. All penalties imposed by this Act or by any regulations made Recovery of fines and
thereunder or by the rules of a registered society or branch may at the e
suit of the Registrar or any person aggrieved be recovered before, and
offences against this Act may be heard and determined by a police or
stipendiary
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stipendiary magistrate or any two justices of the peace in petty
sessions—
(@) in the petty sessions district where the offence was committed;
or
5 (b) as respects a prosecution against a registered society or branch
or an officer thereof, in the petty sessions district where the
registered office of the society or branch is situated ; or
(c) as 1espects a prosecution aO‘amst a person other than a
registered society or branch or an officer thereof, in the petty
10 sessions district where the person is resident at the time of
the institution of the prosecution :

Provided that any person aggrieved by any judgment, con-
viction, or order given or made under this section may appeal there-
from in the manner provided by the Criminal Law Amendment Act of

151883, and the Criminal Law and Evidence Amendment Act of 1891 in
respect of appeals from summary convietion.

85. (1) The trustees of a registered society or branch, or any
other officers authorised by the rules thereof, may bring or defend, or
cause to be brought or defended, any action or other lefral ploceedlnﬂ

20 in any court wlntsoevel touduno or concerning any property, right, or
claim of the society or bmnch and may sue and be sued in their
proper names, without other description than the title of their office.

(2) In legal proceedings brought under this Act by a
member or person claiming through a member, a registered society or

25 branch may also be sued in the name, as defendant, of any officer or
person who receives contributions or issues policies on behalf of the
society or branch within the jurisdiction of the court in which the
legal proceeding is brought, with the addition of the words “on behalf
of the society or branch” (raming the same).

30 (3) A legal proceeding shall not abate or be discontinued
by the death, 1es1(rnat10n, or removal from office of any officer, or by
any act of any such officer after the commencement of the proceedino-s

(4) The summons, writ, process, or other proceeding to be
issued to or against the officer or other person sued on behalf of

35 a registered somety or branch shall be sufficiently served by personally
serving that officer or other person, or by leaving a true copy thereof
at the registered office of the society or branch, or at any place of
business of the society or branch within the jurisdiction of the court
in which the proceeding is brought, or, if that office or place of business

40is closed, by posting the copy on the outer door of that office or place
of business.

(5) In all cases where the said summons, writ, process, or
other proceeding is not served by means of such personal service or by
leaving a true copy thereof at the registered office of the society or

45 branch as aforesaid, a copy thereof shall be sent in a registered letter

addressed

28

Legal proceedings.
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addressed to the committee at the registered office of the society or
branch, and posted at least fourteen days before any further step is
taken on the proceeding.

Fees, forms, requlations, evidence.

5 86. (1) The Governor may determine a scale of fees to be paid, Fees.
for matters to be transacted, or for the inspection of documents under
this Act.

(2) A fee shall not be payable on the registry of any
friendly society, or of any amendment of the rules thereof.

10 (3) All fees which may be received by any Registrar,
under or by virtue of this Act, shall be paid into the Treasury.

87. (1) For the purpose of this Act, a certificate of the birth or Fees payable to
death of any member of or person insured or to be insured with a o oo i
registered friendly society or branch, shall, on application being made

15as in this Act provided, be given under his hand by the Registrar of
Births or Deaths, for a sum not exceeding one shilling, in place of all
fees or payments otherwise payable in respect thereof.

(2) Whenever application is made at one time to any such
Registrar for more certificates than one of the same birth or death for

20 the purposes of and in the manner prescribed in this Act, the sum
charged for every such certificate, other than the first, shall not exceed
sixpence.

(3) Whenever the Registrar is required by the person
applying for any certificate of birth or death to fill up the form of

25 application, he may demand a sum not exceeding threepence for so
doing.

: (4) For the purposes of this section the expression Registrar
of Births or Deaths shall include any person having the care of the
register of births or deaths in which the birth or death is entered.

30 88. (1) The forms to be used for acknowledgments of registry Acknowledgment off
of societies, rules and amendments of rules, and of establishment of rgistry of society.
branches, shall be those contained in Part I of the Second Schedule
to this Act, or such other forms as are prescribed by regulations made
by the Governor.

35 (2) Every annual or other return, abstract of valuation,
and other document required for the purposes of this Act shall be
made in such form and shall contain such particulars as the Registrar
prescribes.

(3) A receipt under this Act endorsed upon or annexed to

40 a mortgage or other assurance, shall be in the form set forth in Part
IT of the same Schedule, or in any form specified in the rules of the
society or branch or any Schedule thereto, and a bond to be given by
an officer in receipt or charge of money shall be in one of the forms
set forth in the said Part. (4)
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(4) Applications for certificates of births and deaths under
this Act shall be in such form and under such regulations as may be
approved of by the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages.

89. (1) The Governor may make regulations respecting registry

5 and procedure under this Act, and the seal to be used for registry, and
the duties and functions of the Registrar, and the inspection of docu-
ments kept by the Registrar under this Act, and generally for carrying
this Act into effect.

(2) All such regulations shall be published in the Gazette,

10 and shall thereupon, if not repugnant to this Act, have the force of
law.

(8) All such regulations shall, on being gazetted, be laid
before both Houses of Parliament within fourteen days if Parliament
be then sitting, and if not then sitting then within fourteen days after

15 the next meeting of Parliament.

90. Every document bearing the seal or stamp of the Registrar
shall be received in evidence without further proof; and every docu-
ment purporting to be signed by the Registrar, or any inspector or
public auditor or valuer under this Act shall, in the absence of any

20 evidence to the contrary, be received in evidence without proof of the
signature.
Application of Act.

91. Societies and branches subsisting at the commencement of

this Act, which were established under Part III of the Friendly

25 Societies Act of 1873, and whose rules were certified under that Act,

or to which the exemptions and privileges of that Act were extended,

shall for a period of twelve months from the commencement of this

Act be deemed to be societies registered under this Act; and the rules

of those societies and branches certified as aforesaid shall, so far as

30 they are not contrary to any express provision of this Act, continue in
force for the said period, and no longer.

Supplemental.

92. In this Aect, unless a contrary intention appears—
“ Amendment of rule ” shall include a new rule, and a resolution
35 rescinding a rule.

“ Branch ”’ shall mean any number of the members of a society
under the control of a central body having a separate fund,
administered by themselves or by a committee or officers
appointed by themselves, and bound to contribute to a fund

40 under the control of a central body, and which has been
designated as a branch of a society in any acknowledgment
of the registry of that society, or of the registry of the rules
or establishment of a new branch.

“ Central

30

Regulations for
carrying out Act.

Evidence of
documents.

Application to
existing societies.

Definitions.
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“ Central body” shall mean, in the case of asociety with branches,
1 the body of delegates appointed under the rules of the
' society to control the business of such branches.
¢ “ Committee ”’ shall mean the committee of management or other
directing body of a society or branch.
“ Land * shall include any interest in land.
“ Meeting ” shall include (where the rules of the society so allow)
a meeting of delegates appointed by members.
“Officer ” shall include any trustee, treasurer, secretary, or
10 member of the committee of management of a society or
branch, or person appointed by the society or branch to sue
and be sued on its behalf.
““ Persons claiming through a member ** shall include the nominees
of the member when nomination is allowed.
15 “ Property ” shall extend to all property (whether real or personal),
including hooks and papers. ‘
“ Registered society ” shall mean a society registered under this
Act, and shall include societies subsisting at the commence-
ment of this Act to which the provisions of this Act apply.
20)  Registrar >’ shall mean the Registrar under this Act.

938. The Act mentioned in the Third Schedule to this Act is Repeal.
hereby repealed to the extent mentioned in the third column of that
Schedule. :

94, This Act may be cited as the ““Friendly Societies Act, 1899, Short title.

(w14

25 SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE.
Matters to be provided for by the rules of societies registered under this Act.

1. The name and place of office of the society.
2. The whole of the objects for which the society is to be established, the purposes
30 for which the funds thereof shall be applicable, the terms of admission of members, the
conditions under which any member may become entitled to any benefit assured thereby,
and the fines and forfeitures to be imposed on any member, and the consequences of
non-payment of any subseription or fine.
» 3. The mode of holding meetings and right of voting, and the manner of making,
35 altering, or rescinding rules.
4. The appointment and removal of a committee of management (by whatever
name), of a treasurer and other officers, and of trustees; and in the case of a society
3 with branches, the composition and powers of the central body, and the conditions under
ki which a branch may secede from the society.
40 5. The investment of the funds, the keeping of the accounts, and the audit of
the same once a year at least.
6. Annual returns to the Registrar of the receipts, funds, effects, and expenditure,
and numbers of members of the society.
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7. The inspection of the books of the society by every person having an interest
in the funds of the society.

8. ThHe manner in which disputes shall be settled.

9. The keeping separate accounts of all moneys received or paid on account of

5 every particular fund or benefit assured, for which a separate table of contributions

payable shall have been adopted, and the keeping separate account of the expenses of
management, and of all contributions on account thereof.

10. A valuation once at Jeast in every five years of the assets and liabilities of
the society, including the estimated risks and contributions.

10 11. The voluntary dissolution of the society, by consent, of not less than five-
sixths in value of the members, and of every person for the time being entitled to any
benefit from the funds of the society, unless his claim be first satisfied or adequately
provided for.

12. The right of one-fifth of the total number of members, or of cne hundred

15 members in the case of a society of one thousand members and not exceeding ten
thousand, or of five hundred members in the case of a society of more than ten thousand
members, to apply to the Registrar for an investigation of the affairs of the society, or
for winding-up the same. :

THE SECOND SCHEDULE.

20 FORMS.
Pazrr I.
Acknowledgment of registry of society.
The society (with branches designated ) is registered as a
friendly society, under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899, this day of
95 (Seal or stamp of, and signature of Registrar.)

Acknowledgment of registry of amendment of rules.

The foregoing amendment of the rules of the society (or of the
branch of the society), is registered under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899,
this day of :
30 (Seal or stamp of office, and signature of Registrar.)

Acknowledgment of establishment of new branch.

The is acknowledged to be established as a branch of the
society under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899, this day of s

(Seal of office and signature of Registrar.)

35 Acknowledgment of registry of rules of new branch.

The foregoing rules of the branch of the society are registered
under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899, this day of :

(Seal of office and signature of Registrar.)

Parr 11.
40 Form of bond. *

Kxow all men by these presents that we, A.B., of , one of the officers of the
society (or of the branch of the society) having its registered
office at , in the county of , and C.D. of (as surety on behalf
of the said A.B.), are jointly and severally Lcld and firmly bound to E.F. of
, G.H. of , and I.K. of the trustees of the said society (or

branch)

32




Act No. , 1899.

Friendly Societies.

branch) in the sum of to be paid to the said E.F., G.H., and I.K., as such

trustees or their successors, trustees for the time being, or their certain attorney; for

which payment well and truly to be made we jointly and severally bind ourselves, and

each oF us by himself, our and each of our heirs, executors, and administrators, firmly
5 by these presents.

Sealed with our seals. Dated the day of , in the year of our
Lord

Whereas the above-bounden A.B. has been duly appointed to the office of
of the society (or of the branch of the society) having its registered

10 office situate as aforesaid, and he, together with the above-bounden C.D. as his surety,
have entered into the above-written bond, subject to the condition hereinafter contained.
Now therefore the condition of the above-written bond is such that if the said A.B. do
render a just and true account of all moneys received and paid by him on account of the
said society (or branch), at such times as the rules thereot appoint, and do pay over all

15 the moneys remaining in his hands, and assign and transfer or deliver all property
(including books and papers) belonging to the said society (or branch) in his hands or
custody to such person or persons as the said society (or branch), or the trustees or
committee of management thereof shall appoint, according to the rules of the said
society (or branch), together with the proper and legal receipts or vouchers for such

20 payments, then the above-written bond shall be void, otherwise shall remain in full force.

Sealed and delivered in the prence of—
(Zwo witnesses.)

Form of receipt to be endorsed on mortgage or further charge.
THE trustees of the society (or the branch of the society)
25 hereby acknowledge to have received all moneys intended to be secured by the within

(or above) written deed.
Signed (Signatures of trustees.)

chapter.

Trustees.
Countersigned (Signature of secretary.)
30 _ Secretary.
THIRD SCHEDULE.
Sosion and Title or short title. b Extent of repeal.

37 Vie. No. 4...| The Friendly Societies Act, 1873...L The whole Act except so far as it
36 | relates to benefit, building, loan,
| and investment societies, and to
" co-operative trading and indus-
|

trial societies.

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer. —1899.
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