1885-6.

Legislative Council

DEFAMATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

(New Clauses to be proposed in Committee of the W hole
by MR. SIMPSON.)

2. In any action for defamation or upon the trial of any indict-
ment or information for defamatory libel in which the defendant shall
plead the truth of the matters charged and that it was for the public
benefit that they should be published it shall be competent for the
jury to find a verdict for the defendant if they shall be of opinion that
portions only of the said matters are proved to be true and that it was
for the public benefit that they should be published Provided that the
jury are also of opinion that the portions of the said matters which are
not proved to be true were published on an occasion when the plain-
tiff’s character was not materially injured thereby and that they were
not published without sufficient foundation.

3. In all actions for libel and slander it shall be lawful for the
defendant or for one or more of several defendants to pay into court a
sum of money by way of compensation satisfaction and amends.
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18-5-6.

Tegislatibe Conncil.

DEFAMATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

(Amendment to be proposed in Committee of the Whole by

Clause 1.

Mgr. W. H. SurTor.)

At the end of the clause add “ Provided that any person or
persons who are or hereafter may be imprisoned for the
non-payment of costs awarded upon a verdict for less than
forty shillings and any such action for defamation as afore-
said shall be forthwith dlscharﬂed from custody and released
from the payment of such costs.”







18-5-6.

Yegislative Conncil.
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non-payment of costs awarded upon a verdict for less than
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from the payment of such costs.”







1885-6.

Legislative Council.

DEFAMATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

(Amendments to be proposed in Committee of the Whole by
Mgr. SimPpsoN.)

Clause 1, line 6. Omit * If”

Clause 1, line 6. After  defamation” Omit « remainder of clause” insert
« whether oral or otherwise and upon the trial of any indict-
“ment or information for defamatory libel in which the
«defendant shall plead that the matters charged are true and
“that it was for the public benefit that such matters should
“he published it shall be competent for the jury to find a
«verdict for the defendant if they shall be of opinion that
“the said matters were substantially true and that it was for
““ the public benefit that they should be published.”
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