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This PUBLIC BILL, originated in the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY and, 
having this day passed, is now ready for presentation to the LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL for its concurrence. 

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 
Legislative Assembly 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Act No. 	, 1993 

An Act to amend the Traffic Act 1909 with respect to paid parking on 
public streets and to make further provision with respect to parking 
meters; and for other purposes. 
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Traffic (Parking) Amendment 1993 

The Legislature of New South Wales enacts: 
Short title 

This Act may be cited as the Traffic (Parking) Amendment Act 1993. 

5 Commencement 
This Act commences on a day or days to be appointed by proclamation. 

Amendment of Traffic Act 1909 No. 5 
The Traffic Act 1909 is amended as set out in Schedule 1. 

10 	 SCHEDULE 1—AMENDMENTS 

(Sec. 3) 
Part 3B: 

Omit the heading to the Part, insert instead: 
PART 3B—PARKING METERS AND OTHER PAID 15 	 PARKING 

Division 1—Preliminary 
Section 10Q (Definitions): 

Omit paragraph (a) of the definition of "metered space", insert instead: 
20 	 (a) at which a parking meter is installed or which is 

identified as a space or spaces to which a parking 
meter applies; and 

Omit the definition of "parking meter", insert instead: 
"parking meter" means a device designed to indicate or 25 

	

	 capable of indicating whether the fee determined by the 
council concerned in respect of any vehicle parking in a 
metered space to which the device applies has been paid and includes the stand on which such a device is 
erected; 
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Traffic (Parking) Amendment 1993 

SCHEDULE 1—AMENDMENTS—continued 

(c) Insert in alphabetical order: 
"pay parking space" means a pay parking space 

provided under section 10T, including a space provided 
under section 10T (3); 	 5 

Division 2 (heading): 
After section 10Q, insert: 

Division 2—Parking meters 

Section lOR (Parking meters): 
(a) Omit section lOR (1) (a), insert instead: 	 10 

(a) provide, in accordance with guidelines issued by the 
Authority for the provision of metered spaces, metered 
spaces in any public street in the area of the council; 

(b) Omit section 1OR (1) (b), insert instead: 
install a parking meter in respect of any such metered 	15 
space or spaces in accordance with this section; 

From section lOR (1) (c), omit "(subject to any maximum 
prescribed by the regulations)". 
After section lOR (2), insert: 

Parking meters may only be installed at the space to 	20 
which they apply or, if one parking meter applies to more 
than one space, in the immediate vicinity of those spaces. 

The Authority must issue written guidelines to councils 
as to the provision of metered spaces. The Authority may 

	

from time to time amend and revoke any such guidelines. 	2.5 

Sections 10T-10VE: 
Omit sections 10T-10V, insert instead: 

Division 3—Other paid parking 
Pay parking spaces 

	

10T. (1) A council may do all or any of the following: 	30 
(a) provide, in accordance with guidelines issued by the 

Authority for the provision of pay parking spaces, in 
any public street in the area of the council parking 
spaces where parking may be paid for by means other 
than parking meters; 	 35 
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Traffic (Parking) Amendment 1993 

SCHEDULE 1—AMENDMENTS—continued 

provide, in accordance with the regulations (if any), 
and with the written approval of the Authority, for the 
means of and schemes for payment for the parking of 

5 	 vehicles in the spaces; 
fix, by resolution of the council, the fees that may be 
charged for parking in the spaces.  
For the purposes of this section, a parking space is 

provided if it has been designated as a pay parking space in 
10 	 the manner prescribed by the regulations. 

Without limiting subsection (1) (a), a council may 
provide a parking space in a public street in the area of the 
council where metered spaces are provided. The council may 
not recover the fee fixed in respect of any vehicle parking in 

15 

	

	 such a metered space if any other applicable parking fee has 
been paid. 

The council may, under this section, set aside a parking 
space in a public street on land that is not owned by the 
council, but only with the approval of the owner of that land. 

20 	 (5) A device for use in relation to payment for parking a 
vehicle in a space provided under this section may be 
installed by a council, in accordance with subsection (1) (b), 
despite the provisions of any other Act. 

(6) The Authority must issue written guidelines to councils 
25 

	

	 as to the provision of pay parking spaces and may also issue 
guidelines as to schemes for payment for the parking of 
vehicles in such spaces. The Authority may from time to time 
amend and revoke any such guidelines. 
Common pay parking schemes 

30 	 10U. (1) A council may, in accordance with guidelines 
issued by the Authority for the provision of pay parking on a 
common payment basis, agree with one or more other 
councils concerning the provision of pay parking on a 
common payment basis. 

35 	 (2) The councils must, by resolution, fix fees on a common 
basis that are to be charged for parking in spaces covered by 
the agreement. 
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Traffic (Parking) Amendment 1993 

SCHEDULE 1—AMENDMENTS—continued 

(3) The Authority must issue written guidelines to councils 
as to the provision of pay parking on a common payment 
basis. The Authority may from time to time amend and 
revoke any such guidelines. 	 5 
Failure to comply with approval or guidelines 

10V. (1) A council is not entitled to provide or to charge 
for parking in a pay parking space if the council fails to 
comply with an applicable guideline made by the Authority 
under this Division or, in a case where approval has been 	10 
given under section 10T (1) (b), fails to comply with a 
condition of that approval. 

For the purposes of this section, a council is taken to 
have complied with a guideline or an approval until the 
contrary is proved. 	 15 

The regulations may provide for defences to offences 
relating to pay parking spaces in respect of which a council 
has failed to comply with a guideline or an approval given by 
the Authority under this Division. 
Pay parking in public reserves 	 20 

10VA. Nothing in this Division affects any other power of 
the council to provide for parking in a public reserve 
controlled by the council. 

Division 4—Miscellaneous 
Powers of police in emergency 	 25 

10VB. (1) A police officer may, during a temporary 
obstruction or danger to traffic or in an emergency: 

direct a person not to cause or permit any vehicle to 
park in a metered space or a pay parking space; or 
direct the owner or driver of a vehicle parking or 	30 
standing in any such space to remove the vehicle from 
the space; or 
if no person appears to be in charge of a vehicle 
standing in any such space—remove the vehicle from 
the space. 	 35 
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Traffic (Parking) Amendment 1993 

SCHEDULE 1—AMENDMENTS—continued 

(2) A person who, without reasonable excuse, fails to 
comply with the direction of a police officer under this 
section is guilty of an offence. 

	

5 	 Maximum penalty: 5 penalty units. 
Application of money from parking 

10VC. (1) The costs of administering this Part in relation 
to a local government area are to be borne by the council of 
that area. 

	

10 	 (2) Those costs are taken to include the following: 
the cost of providing, controlling, maintaining and 
regulating metered spaces and the parking meters 
installed in respect of those spaces; 
the cost of providing, controlling, maintaining and 

	

15 	 regulating pay parking; 
the cost of providing and maintaining signs or other 
devices and marking lines to indicate the position of 
metered spaces or pay parking spaces or to indicate the 
places in any public street within the area of the 

	

20 	 council concerned where a vehicle (other than a public 
vehicle) may stop or park. 

(3) All fees that a council collects in respect of the 
operation of parking meters or pay parking belong to the 
council, subject to any regulations made in relation to fees 

	

25 	 collected by councils participating in an agreement under 
section 10U. 

(4) Any surplus arising from the operation of parking 
meters prior to 1 July 1993 must be applied towards the cost 
of providing, improving or managing the following: 

	

30 	 (a) roads; 
traffic facilities; 
parking facilities; 
other public transport facilities. 

(5) Any surplus arising from the operation of parking 

	

35 	 meters on or after 1 July 1993, or of pay parking on or after 
the commencement of this section, may be applied at the 
discretion of the council. 
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Traffic (Parking) Amendment 1993 

SCHEDULE 1—AMENDMENTS--continued 

(6) A council must pay to the Authority such amount as is 
agreed on by the Authority and the council in respect of costs 
referred to in subsection (2) (c). 
Disputes 	 5 

10VD. Any dispute arising under this Division between 
the council and the Authority is to be resolved by 
consultation between the Minister for Local Government and 
Co-operatives and the Minister administering this Act, or, if 
agreement cannot be reached, by the Premier. 	 10 
Regulations relating to parking 	, 

lOVE. Regulations may be made for carrying this Part into 
effect and, in particular, for or with respect to the following: 

regulating the installation and use of parking meters 
and the stopping or parking of any vehicle in a metered 	15 
space; 
without limiting paragraph (a), regulating the distance 
between parking meters and the metered spaces to 
which they apply and the manner in which parking 
meters are to operate; 	 20 
prescribing the manner for designating pay parking 
spaces; 
regulating the methods of payment for pay parking and 
the stopping or parking of any vehicle in a pay parking 
space; 	 25 
without limiting paragraph (d), providing for the 
installation of any device for use in relation to payment 
for pay parking; 
prescribing offences relating to devices, documents or 
other things used in relation to payment for pay 	30 
parking; 
regulating pay parking that is provided on a common 
payment basis by councils, including regulating the 
entitlement of the councils to fees received under the 
common pay parking scheme and providing for 	35 
common means of payment for parking. 
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Traffic (Parking) Amendment 1993 

SCHEDULE 1—AMENDMENTS—continued 

(6) Schedule 1 (Savings, transitional and other provisions): 
At the end of clause 1 (1), insert: 

Traffic (Parking) Amendment Act 1993; 



TRAFFIC (PARKING) AMENDMENT BILL 

SECOND READING SPEECH 

1 
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MR PRESIDENT 

The Minister moves to the Chair and says: 

I MOVE THAT LEAVE BE GIVEN TO BRING IN A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND 

THE TRAFFIC ACT 1909 WITH RESPECT TO PAID PARKING ON PUBLIC 

STREETS AND TO MAKE FURTHER PROVISION WITH RESPECT TO PARKING 

METERS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

The President puts the Question: "That leave be given, etc." 

Wizen agreed to the Minister then says: 

MR PRESIDENT. 

I BRING UP THE BILL. 

The Clerk of the House then reads the short title of the Bill. This constitutes the First 

Reading. 
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MR PRESIDENT, 

I MOVE THAT THIS BILL BE NOW READ A SECOND TIME. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS, THE LEGISLATION BEFORE THE HOUSE WILL 

AMEND THE TRAFFIC ACT TO ENABLE COUNCILS TO INTRODUCE VARIOUS 

FORMS OF PAID PARKING AT SELECTED LOCATIONS WITHIN THE AREA OF 

THE COUNCIL CONCERNED. 

THE PROPOSAL WILL GIVE COUNCILS THE OPPORTUNITY TO UTILISE COST-

EFFECTIVE MEANS SUCH AS COUPONS OR TICKETS TO REGULATE PAID 

PARKING, RATHER THAN RELY, AS THEY DO NOW, ON EXPENSIVE AND 

UNSIGHTLY PARKING METERS WHICH CLUTTER OUR FOOTPATHS AND 

IMPOSE HEAVY MAINTENANCE AND OPERATING COSTS. 
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EXPERIENCE OVERSEAS AND IN SOME AUSTRALIAN JURISDICTIONS 

CONFIRMS THAT VIABLE ALTERNATIVES TO METERS ARE NOW AVAILABLE 

WHICH ARE READILY ACCEPTED BY MOTORISTS, ECONOMICAL FOR 

COUNCILS AND, EFFECTIVELY ENFORCED BY POLICE. 

WHILST IT IS EXPECTED THAT, INITIALLY AT LEAST, PARKING COUPONS OR 

TICKETS WILL BE THE MEANS GENERALLY ADOPTED BY PARTICIPATING 

COUNCILS, THE LEGISLATION HAS BEEN DRAFTED IN A SUFFICIENTLY 

BROAD FASHION TO ENABLE THE USE OF OTHER FORMS OF PAYMENT 

SUCH AS "SMART CARDS" AND THE LIKE AS THE TECHNOLOGY BECOMES 

AVAILABLE. 

IN INTRODUCING PAID PARKING IN ANY PARTICULAR AREA, COUNCILS WILL 

NEED TO COMPLY WITH GUIDELINES ISSUED BY THE RTA. 
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IN DEVELOPING THE GUIDELINES THE RTA WILL CONSULT WITH POLICE, 

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND SHIRES ASSOCIATIONS AND RELEVANT 

COUNCILS TO ENSURE THAT THE GUIDELINES ARE WORKABLE FROM THE 

VIEWPOINT OF BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND COUNCILS. 

THE GUIDELINES WILL ADDRESS SUCH ISSUES AS TRAFFIC DENSITY AND 

PARKING DEMANDS AT THE LOCATION PROPOSED, AVAILABILITY OF 

COUPONS OR TICKETS FROM AGENCIES OR VENDING MACHINES, THE 

INSTALLATION OF SIGNPOSTING AND THE PROVISION OF ROAD MARKING 

AS REQUIRED. 

THE BILL REQUIRES COUNCILS TO OBTAIN THE WRITTEN APPROVAL OF THE 

RTA IN RELATION TO THE PARAMETERS OF PAID PARKING SCHEMES WHICH 

THEY INTEND TO IMPLEMENT. 
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THE LEGISLATION WILL ALSO PROVIDE FOR THE RATIONALISATION OF PAID 

PARKING ARRANGEMENTS ADMINISTERED BY DIFFERENT COUNCILS, 

PARTICULARLY THOSE SITUATED IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO EACH OTHER. 

COMMON SCHEMES WHICH IMPOSE COMMON FEES WILL BE ENCOURAGED, 

TO AVOID ANY CONFUSION WHICH COULD RESULT AT LOCATIONS WHERE, 

FOR EXAMPLE, COUNCIL BOUNDARIES ADJOIN. 

ANY COUNCIL WHICH FAILS TO COMPLY WITH THE GUIDELINES ISSUED BY 

THE RTA WILL NOT BE ENTITLED TO PROVIDE OR CHARGE FOR PARKING IN 

THE AREA SO DESIGNATED. 

HOWEVER THE BILL PROVIDES A DISPUTE RESOLUTION MECHANISM TO 

ADDRESS ANY DISPUTES CONCERNING THE RTA'S GUIDELINES OR 

COUNCIL'S IMPLEMENTATION OF A PARTICULAR SCHEME. 
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THE BILL FURTHER PROVIDES THAT ANY SURPLUS REVENUE GAINED FROM 

PARKING METERS OR OTHER FORMS OF PAID PARKING CAN BE UTILISED BY 

THE COUNCIL CONCERNED AT ITS DISCRETION. 

THE AMENDING LEGISLATION WILL ENABLE THOSE COUNCILS WHICH DO 

ELECT TO RETAIN OR TO INTRODUCE METERS TO USE "MULTI-METERS" 

WHICH ARE A SINGLE UNIT DESIGNED TO REGULATE THE USE OF SEVERAL 

PARKING SPACES. AT PRESENT, LEGISLATION REQUIRES 1 PARKING METER 

FOR EACH PARKING SPACE. 

MR PRESIDENT, THE LEGISLATION WILL PROVIDE COUNCILS WITH A 

FLEXIBLE BUT CONTROLLED AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT AND MANAGE THE 

PAID PARKING SYSTEM OF THEIR CHOICE WITHIN THEIR INDIVIDUAL AREAS 

OF RESPONSIBILITY, IN A COST EFFECTIVE MANNER. 
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THE BILL BEFORE THIS HOUSE IS DIFFERENT FROM THE BILL INITIALLY 

PRESENTED IN THE OTHER PLACE. HOWEVER, THE CHANGES ARE THE 

RESULT OF BI-PARTISAN AGREEMENT TO PRODUCE LEGISLATION WHICH 

WILL NOT UNNECESSARILY FETTER THE ABILITY OF COUNCILS TO MANAGE 

THEIR OWN PARKING SCHEMES, WHILE RECOGNISING THE WIDER 

INTERESTS OF MOTORISTS. 

I COMMEND THE BILL TO THE HOUSE. 
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