
This PUBLIC BILL originated in the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 
and, having this day passed, is now ready for presentation to the 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL for its concurrence. 

I. P. K. VIDLER, 
Acting Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
Sydney, 4 July, 1956. 

PEW 'out 'Meet 

ANNO QUINTO 

ELIZAMETILE II REGINA: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Act No. , 1956. 
An Act to make further provision with 

respect to marriages before district registrars ; 
to declare valid at law certain marriages 
between a man and his aunt by marriage 
and between a woman and her uncle by 
marriage ; for these and other purposes to 
amend the Marriage Act, 1899, and certain 
other Acts in certain respects; and for 
purposes connected therewith. 

DE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 

5 the same, as follows :- 
1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Marriage 

(Amendment) Act, 1956." Short title 
and citation. 

52239 7_ (2) 



Act No. 	, 1956. 

Marriage (Amendment). 

(2) The Marriage Act, 1899, as amended by sub-
sequent Acts and by this Act, may be cited as the 
Marriage Act, 1899-1956. 

2. The Marriage Act, 1899-1948, is amended— 	Amendment 
of Act No. 
15, 1899. 

	

5 	(a) by omitting subsection two of section three and See. 3 (2). 
by inserting in lieu thereof the following (Marriages 
subsection :— 	 before 

registrar.) 

(2) A marriage celebrated by a district 
registrar shall be in the form of words set 

	

10 	forth in the Third Schedule hereto to be 
repeated and signed by the parties to such 
marriage respectively. 

(b) by omitting from subsections one, three and four sec. 9. 
of section nine the words "or police"; 	(Consent 

in case of 
minority.) 

	

15 	(c) (i) by inserting in subsection one of section 17A Sec. 17A. 
after the word "celebrated" the words (Validation 
"before the commencement of the Mar- of certain 

es miag 
riage (Amendment) Act, 1956,"; 	before  

District 
Registrars.) 

by inserting in the same subsection after the 

	

20 	 words "to this Act" the words "before the 
repeal of that Schedule by the Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956"; 

by omitting subsection two of the same 
section and by inserting in lieu thereof the 

	

26 	 following subsection :— 

(2) This section extends to marriages 
celebrated before the commencement of the 
Marriage (Amendment) Act, 1934, as well 
as to marriages celebrated after that cora- 

	

30 	 mencement but before the commencement 
of the Marriage (Amendment) Act, 1956. 

(d) 



Act No. 	, 1956. 	 S. 

Marriage (Amendment). 

(d) by inserting next after section 18A the following New sees. 
18B and 180. 

new sections :- 
18B. (1) Every marriage, otherwise lawful, marriage 

3
3itlrele 

celebrated in New South Wales before or after 7  

	

5 	the passing of the Marriage (Amendment) Act, riage or 
with aunt 

1956, between a man and— 	 by 
marriage. 

the daughter of his deceased wife's 
brother; 
the daughter of his deceased wife's 

	

10 	 sister ; 

the widow of his brother's deceased 
son; or 

(d) the widow of his sister's deceased son; 

or between a woman and- 

	

15 	 (e) the son of her deceased husband's 
brother; 

the son of her deceased husband's 
sister ; 

the widower of her brother's deceased 

	

20 	 daughter; or 

the widower of her sister's deceased 
daughter, 

shall be deemed and is hereby declared to have 
been and to be valid and of full force and effect 

	

25 	any law or custom to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

(2) This section shall not validate any 
such marriage where the marriage would, but 
for the enactment of subsection one of this 

	

30 	section, have been void or voidable by reason 
of any blood relationship between the parties-
thereto. 

(3) 



Act No. 	, 1956. 	 4 

Marriage (Amendment). 

This section shall not validate any 
such marriage where a decree of nullity has, 
before the commencement of the Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956, been pronounced in 
respect thereof by a court of competent juris-
diction. 

Any petition for such a decree 
pending at such commencement may be pro-
ceeded with and determined as if this section 

10 	had not been enacted. 
18c. For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby Construction 

declared that for the purposes of sections iggrteetei 
18n.  

nonl8A eighteen, 18A and 18B of this Act— 	 and  
(a) brother includes half-brother; 

15 	 (b) sister includes half-sister; and 
(c) it is immaterial whether any person 

referred to in those sections was or is 
legitimate or illegitimate. 

by omitting from subsection three of section Sec. 20(3). 
20 	twenty the words "ten days" and by inserting (Certificate 

in lieu thereof the words "one month"; 	of such 
marriage to 
be sent to 
registrar.) 

by omitting the Second Schedule; 
	

Repeal of 
Second 
Schedule. 

by omitting from the Fourth Schedule the words Fourth 
"daughter of [James Edwards] of [place of Schedule. 

25 	residence and designation]"; 
by omitting from the Fifth Schedule the words Fifth 
"or police" wherever occurring. 	 Schedule. 

[6d.] 
	Sydney: A. H. Pettifer. Government Printer-1956. 



MARRIAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1956. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

THE objects of this Bill are— 
to authorise marriages to be celebrated by any district registrar instead of 
only by the district registrar for the district in which the intended wife 
ordinarily resides; 
to insert a new section 18B in the Marriage Act, 1899, as subsequently amended, 
which will validate marriages between a man and his aunt by marriage and 
between a woman and her uncle by marriage; 
to provide that for the purposes of existing sections 18 (validating a marriage 
with deceased wife's sister) and 18A (validating a marriage with deceased 
brother's widow) of the Marriage Act, 1899, as subsequently amended, and of 
the new section 18n it is immaterial whether any relationship referred to 
therein is of the whole blood or of half blood or whether it is traced through, 
or to, any person of legitimate or illegitimate birth; 
to remove from the declaration contained in the Fourth Schedule to that 
Act any reference to the bride's parentage; 
to make other provisions of a minor or consequential character. 
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PROOF 

  

No. , 1956. 

   

  

A BILL 

   

 

To make further provision with 
respect to marriages before district registrars ; 
to declare valid at law certain marriages 
between a man and his aunt by marriage 
and between a woman and her uncle by 
marriage ; for these and other purposes to 
amend the Marriage Act, 1899, and certain 
other Acts in certain respects ; and for 
purposes connected therewith. 

 

  

[MR. SHEAHAN ;-21 June, 1956.] 

   

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 

5 the same, as follows :- 
1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Marriage 

(Amendment) Act, 1956." 
52239 7— (2) 

 

Short title 
and citation. 



Act No. , 1956. 2 

Marriage (Amendment). 

(2) The Marriage Act, 1899, as amended by sub-
sequent Acts and by this Act, may be cited as the 
Marriage Act, 1899-1956. 

2. The Marriage Act, 1899-1948, is amended— Amendment 
of Act No. 
15, 1899. 

5 (a) by omitting subsection two of section three and sec. 3 (2). 
by inserting in lieu thereof the following (Marriages 
subsection :— before 

registrar.) 

(2) A marriage celebrated by a district 
registrar shall be in the form of words set 

10 forth in the Third Schedule hereto to be 
repeated and signed by the parties to such 
marriage respectively. 

(b) by omitting from subsections one, three and four 
of section nine the words "or police"; 

15 (c) (i) by inserting in subsection one of section 17A 
after the word "celebrated" the words 
"before the commencement of the Mar 
riage (Amendment) Act, 1956,"; 

by inserting in the same subsection after the 
20 words "to this Act" the words "before the 

repeal of that Schedule by the Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956"; 

by omitting subsection two of the same 
section and by inserting in lieu thereof the 

25 following subsection:— 

(2) This section extends to marriages 
celebrated before the commencement of the 
Marriage (Amendment) Act, 1934, as well 
as to marriages celebrated after that com- 

30 mencement but before the commencement 
of the Marriage (Amendment) Act, 1956. 

(d) 

Sec. 9. 
(Consent 
in case of 
minority.) 
Sec. 17A. 
(Validation 
of certain 
marriages 
before 
District 
Registrars.) 



Act No. , 1956. 3 

Marriage (Amendment). 

(d) by inserting next after section 18A the following New sees. 
18a and 18c. new sections :- 

18B. (1) Every marriage, otherwise lawful, Marriage 
yrt celebrated in New South Wales before or after bw m

h 
a
u
r
n
-
ele  

5 the passing of the Marriage (Amendment) Act, riage or 
with aunt 1956, between a man and— by 
marriage. 

the daughter of his deceased wife's 
brother; 
the daughter of his deceased wife's 

10 sister ; 

the widow of his brother's deceased 
son; or 

the widow of his sister's deceased son; 

or between a woman and- 

15 (e) the son of her deceased husband's 
brother; 

the son of her deceased husband's 
sister ; 

the widower of her brother's deceased 
20 daughter; or 

the widower of her sister's deceased 
daughter, 

shall be deemed and is hereby declared to have 
been and to be valid and of full force and effect 

25 any law or custom to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

(2) This section shall not validate any 
such marriage where the marriage would, but 
for the enactment of subsection one of this 

30 section, have been void or voidable by reason 
of any blood relationship between the parties 
thereto. 

(3) 



Act No. , 1956. 4 

  

Marriage (Amendment). 

  

This section shall not validate any 
such marriage where a decree of nullity has, 
before the commencement of the Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956, been pronounced in 

5 respect thereof by a court of competent juris- 
diction. 

Any petition for such a decree 
pending at such commencement may be pro-
ceeded with and determined as if this section 

10 had not been enacted. 
18c. For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby 

declared that for the purposes of sections 
eighteen, 18A and 18B of this Act— 

(a) brother includes half-brother; 
15 (b) sister includes half-sister; and 

(c) it is immaterial whether any person 
referred to in those sections was or is 
legitimate or illegitimate. 

Construction 
of sections 
eighteen, 18A 
and 18s. 

by omitting from subsection three of section Sec. 20(3). 
20 twenty the words "ten days" and by inserting (Certificate 

in lieu thereof the words "one month"; of such 
marriage to 
be sent to 
registrar.) 

by omitting the Second Schedule ; Repeal of 
Second 
Schedule. 

by omitting from the Fourth Schedule the words Fourth 
"daughter of [James Edwards] of [place of Schedule. 

25 residence and designation]"; 
by omitting from the Fifth Schedule the words Fifth 
"or police" wherever occurring. Schedule. 

Sydney: A. H. Pettifer, Government Printer-1956. 



No. , 1956. 

A BILL 
To make further provision with 

respect to marriages before district registrars ; 
to declare valid at law certain marriages 
between a man and his aunt by marriage 
and between a woman and her uncle by 
marriage ; for these and other purposes to 
amend the Marriage Act, 1899, and certain 
other Acts in certain respects ; and for 
purposes connected therewith. 

[MR. SHEAHAN ;-21 June, 1956.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 

5 the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Marriage Short title 
(Amendment) Act, 1956." and citation. 

52239 7— (2) 



Act No. , 1956. 

Marriage (Amendment). 

(2) The Marriage Act, 1899, as amended by sub-
sequent Acts and by this Act, may be cited as the 
Marriage Act, 1899-1956. 

2. The Marriage Act, 1899-1948, is amended— Amendment 
of Act No. 
15, 1899. 

5 (a) by omitting subsection two of section three and sec. 3 (2). 
by inserting in lieu thereof the following (Marriages 
subsection :— before 

registrar.) 

(2) A marriage celebrated by a district 
registrar shall be in the form of words set 

10 forth in the Third Schedule hereto to be 
repeated and signed by the parties to such 
marriage respectively. 

(b) by omitting from subsections one, three and four sec.  9.  
of section nine the words "or police"; (Consent 

in case of 
minority.) 

15 (c) (i) by inserting in subsection one of section 17A sec. 17A, 
after the word "celebrated" the words (validation 
"before the commencement of the Mar .  of certain 

marriages 
riage (Amendment) Act, 1956,"; before 

District 
Registrars.) 

by inserting in the same subsection after the 
20 words "to this Act" the words "before the 

repeal of that Schedule by the Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956"; 

by omitting subsection two of the same 
section and by inserting in lieu thereof the 

25 following subsection :— 

(2) This section extends to marriages 
celebrated before the commencement of the 
Marriage (Amendment) Act, 1934, as well 
as to marriages celebrated after that corn- 

80 mencement but before the commencement 
of the Marriage (Amendment) Act, 1956. 

(d) 



Act No. 	, 1956. 

Marriage (Amendment). 

sees. (d) by inserting next after section 18A the following New 18c. 
new sections 

18B. (1) Every marriage, otherwise lawful, Marriage 

celebrated in New South Wales before or after ;vyitmhaurnele 
the passing of the Marriage (Amendment) Act, riage or 

with aunt w 1956, between a man and— 	 by 
marriage. 

the daughter of his deceased wife's 
brother; 
the daughter of his deceased wife's 

10 	 sister ; 

the widow of his brother's deceased 
son; or 

the widow of his sister's deceased son; 

or between a woman and- 

15 	 (e) the son of her deceased husband's 
brother; 

the son of her deceased husband's 
sister ; 

the widower of her brother's deceased 
20 	 daughter ; or 

the widower of her sister's deceased 
daughter, 

shall be deemed and is hereby declared to have 
been and to be valid and of full force and effect 

25 

	

	any law or custom to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

(2) This section shall not validate any 
such marriage where the marriage would, but 
for the enactment of subsection one of this 

30 	section, have been void or voidable by reason 
of any blood relationship between the parties 
thereto. 

(3) 

5 



Act No. , 1956. 4 

Marriage (Amendment). 

This section shall not validate any 
such marriage where a decree of nullity has, 
before the commencement of the Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956, been pronounced in 

-5 respect thereof by a court of competent juris- 
diction. 

Any petition for such a decree 
pending at such commencement may be pro-
ceeded with and determined as if this section 

10 had not been enacted. 

declared that for the purposes of sections 
eighteen, 18A and 18B of this Act— 

18c. For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby Construction 
of sections 
eighteen, 18e 
and 18a. 

(a) brother includes half-brother; 
15 (b) sister includes half-sister; and 

(c) it is immaterial whether any person 
referred to in those sections was or is 
legitimate or illegitimate. 

by omitting from subsection three of section See. 20(3). 
20 twenty the words "ten days" and by inserting (Certificate 

in lieu thereof the words "one month"; of such 
marriage to 
be sent to 
registrar.) 

by omitting the Second Schedule ; Repeal of 
Second 
Schedule. 

by omitting from the Fourth Schedule the words Fourth 
"daughter of [James Edwards] of [place of Schedule. 

'25 residence and designation]"; 
(11) by omitting from the Fifth Schedule the words Fifth 

"or police" wherever occurring. Schedule. 

Sydney: A. H. Pettifer. Government Printer-1956. 
[6d.] 
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ANNO QUINTO 

ELIZABETHJE II REGINIE 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * :I< * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Act No. 3, 1956. 

An Act to make further provision with 
respect to marriages before district registrars ; 
to declare valid at law certain marriages 
between a man and his aunt by marriage 
and between a woman and her uncle by 
marriage ; for these and other purposes to 
amend the Marriage Act, 1899, and certain 
other Acts in certain respects ; and for 
purposes connected therewith. [Assented to, 
2nd August, 1956.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :— Short title 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Marriage and citation. 

(Amendment) Act, 1956." 
00497 [4d.] (2) 



2 Act No. 3, 1956. 

Marriage (Amendment). 

(2) The Marriage Act, 1899, as amended by sub-
sequent Acts and by this Act, may be cited as the 
Marriage Act, 1899-1956. 

• 
Amendment 2. The Marriage Act, 1899-1948, is amended— 
of Act No. 
15, 1899. 

Sec. 3 (2). (a) by omitting subsection two of section three and 
(Marriages by inserting in lieu thereof the following 
before subsection :— registrar.) 

(2) A marriage celebrated by a district 
registrar shall be in the form of words set 
forth in the Third Schedule hereto to be 
repeated and signed by the parties to such 
marriage respectively. 

Sec. 9. 
(Consent 
in case of 
minority.) 
Sec. 17A. 
(Validation 
of certain 
marriages 
before 
District 
Registrars.) 

(b) by omitting from subsections one, three and four 
of section nine the words "or police"; 

(c) (i) by inserting in subsection one of section 17A 
after the word "celebrated" the words 
"before the commencement of the Mar-
riage (Amendment) Act, 1956,"; 

by inserting in the same subsection after the 
words "to this Act" the words "before the 
repeal of that Schedule by the Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956"; 

by omitting subsection two of the same 
section and by inserting in lieu thereof the 
following subsection:— 

(2) This section extends to marriages 
celebrated before the commencement of the 
Marriage (Amendment) Act, 1934, as well 
as to marriages celebrated after that com-
mencement but before the commencement 
of the Marriage (Amendment) Act, 1956. 

(d) 



Act No. 3, 1956. 	 3 

Marriage (Amendment). 

New
8nan

se
d
es
1
.
8u. 

(d) by inserting next after section 18A the following 1 new sections :- 
18B. (1) Every marriage, otherwise lawful, Marriage 

a 
 celebrated in New South Wales before or after with u
r
n
-
ele  

the passing of the Marriage (Amendment) Act, riage or 
1956, between a man and— 	 with aunt 

by 
marriage. 

the daughter of his deceased wife's 
brother; 
the daughter of his deceased wife's 
sister ; 

the widow of his brother's deceased 
son; or 

the widow of his sister's deceased son; 
or between a woman and— 

the son of her deceased husband's 
brother; 

the son of her deceased husband's 
sister ; 

the widower of her brother's deceased 
daughter; or 

the widower of her sister's deceased 
daughter, 

shall be deemed and is hereby declared to have 
been and to be valid and of full force and effect 
any law or custom to the contrary notwith-
standing. 

(2) This section shall not validate any 
such marriage where the marriage would, but 
for the enactment of subsection one of this 
section, have been void or voidable by reason 
of any blood relationship between the parties 
thereto. 

(3) 



4 Act No. 3, 1956. 

Marriage (Amendment). 

Construction 
of sections 
eighteen, 18A 
and 18B. 

Sec. 20 (3). 
(Certificate 
of such 
marriage to 
be sent to 
registrar.) 
Repeal of 
Second 
Schedule. 
Fourth 
Schedule. 

Fifth 
Schedule. 

This section shall not validate any 
such marriage where a decree of nullity has, 
before the commencement of the Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956, been pronounced in 
respect thereof by a court of competent juris-
diction. 

Any petition for such a decree 
pending at such commencement may be pro-
ceeded with and determined as if this section 
had not been enacted. 

18c. For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby 
declared that for the purposes of sections 
eighteen, 18A and 18B of this Act— 

brother includes half-brother; 
sister includes half-sister; and 
it is immaterial whether any person 
referred to in those sections was or is 
legitimate or illegitimate. 

by omitting from subsection three of section 
twenty the words "ten days" and by inserting 
in lieu thereof the words "one month"; 

by omitting the Second Schedule ; 

by omitting from the Fourth Schedule the words 
"daughter of [James Edwards] of [place of 
residence and designation]"; 
by omitting from the Fifth Schedule the words 
"or police" wherever occurring. 

By Authority : 
A. H. PETTIFER, Government Printer, Sydney, 1956. 



I certify that this PUBLIC BILL, which originated in the LEGIS-
LATIVE ASSEMBLY, has finally passed the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL and 
the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY Of NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ALLAN PICKERING, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
Sydney, 24 July, 1956. 

PEW ooutb Wate5 

ANNO QUINTO 

ELIZABETH/IA] II REGIME 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Act No. 3, 1956. 

An Act to make further provision with 
respect to marriages before district registrars ; 
to declare valid at law certain marriages 
between a man and his aunt by marriage 
and between a woman and her uncle by 
marriage ; for these and other purposes to 
amend the Marriage Act, 1899, and certain 
other Acts in certain respects; and for 
purposes connected therewith. [Assented to, 
2nd August, 1956.] 

DE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956." 

(2) 

I have examined this Bill, and find it to correspond in all respects 
with the Bill as finally passed by both Houses. 

G. BOOTH, 
Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Assembly. 

Short title 
and citation. 



2 Act No. 3, 1956. 

Marriage (Amendment). 

(2) The Marriage Act, 1899, as amended by sub-
sequent Acts and by this Act, may be cited as the 
Marriage Act, 1899-1956. 

Amendment 2. The Marriage Act, 1899-1948, is amended— 
of Act No. 
15, 1899. 

Sec. 3 (2). (a) by omitting subsection two of section three and 
(Marriages by inserting in lieu thereof the following 
before 
registrar.) subsection :— 

(2) A marriage celebrated by a district 
registrar shall be in the form of words set 
forth in the Third Schedule hereto to be 
repeated and signed by the parties to such 
marriage respectively. 

Sec. 9. 
(Consent 
in case of 
minority.) 
Sec. 17e. 
(Validation 
of certain 
marriages 
before 
District 
Registrars.) 

(b) by omitting from subsections one, three and four 
. of section nine the words "or police"; 

(c) (i) by inserting in subsection one of section 17A 
after the word "celebrated" the words 
"before the commencement of the Mar . 
riage (Amendment) Act, 1956," ; 

by inserting in the same subsection after the 
words "to this Act" the words "before the 
repeal of that Schedule by the Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956" ; 

by omitting subsection two of the same 
section and by inserting in lieu thereof the 
following subsection :— 

(2) This section extends to marriages 
celebrated before the commencement of the 
Marriage (Amendment) Act, 1934, as well 
as to marriages celebrated after that com-
mencement but before the commencement 
of the Marriage (Amendment) Act, 1956. 

(d) 



Act No. 3, 1956. 	 3 

Marriage (Amendment). 

(d) by inserting next alter section 18A the following New sees. 
18B and 18c. 

new sections 
18B. (1) Every marriage, otherwise lawful, Marriage 

celebrated in New South Wales before or after Zyitmh aurnele 
the passing of the Marriage (Amendment) Act, riage or 

with aunt 1956, between a man and— 	 by 
marriage. 

the daughter of his deceased wife's 
brother; 
the daughter of his deceased wife's 
sister ; 

the widow of his brother's deceased 
son; or 

the widow of his sister's deceased son; 

or between a woman and— 
the son of her deceased husband's 
brother; 

the son of her deceased husband's 
sister; 

the widower of her brother's deceased 
daughter ; or 

the widower of her sister's deceased 
daughter, 

shall be deemed and is hereby declared to have 
been and to be valid and of full force and effect 
any law or custom to the contrary notwith-
standing. 

(2) This section shall not validate any 
such marriage where the marriage would, but 
for the enactment of subsection one of this 
section, have been void or voidable by reason 
of any blood relationship between the parties 
thereto. 

(3) 



4 Act No. 3, 1956. 

Marriage (Amendment). 

This section shall not validate any 
such marriage where a decree of nullity has, 
before the commencement of the Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956, been pronounced in 
respect thereof by a court of competent juris-
diction. 

Any petition for such a decree 
pending at such commencement may be pro-
ceeded with and determined as if this section 
had not been enacted. 

Construction 	 18c. For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby 
of sections 	 declared that for the purposes of sections eighteen, 18A 
and 18B. 	 eighteen, 18A and 18B of this Act— 

brother includes half-brother; 
sister includes half-sister; and 
it is immaterial whether any person 
referred to in those sections was or is 
legitimate or illegitimate. 

Sec. 20(3). 	(e) by omitting from subsection three of section 
(Certificate 	 twenty the words "ten days" and by inserting 
of such e to 
	 in lieu thereof the words "one month"; marriag 

be sent to 
registrar.) 
Repeal of 	(f) by omitting the Second Schedule; 
Second 
Schedule. 
Fourth 	 (g) by omitting from the Fourth Schedule the words 
Schedule. 	 "daughter of [James Edwards] of [place of 

residence and designation]"; 
Fifth (h) by omitting from the Fifth Schedule the words 
Schedule. 	 "or police" wherever occurring. 

In the name and on behalf of Her Majesty I assent to 
this Act. 

K. W. STREET, 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

Government House, 
Sydney, 2nd August, 1956. 



I certify that this PUBLIC BILL, which originated in the LEGIS-
LATIVE ASSEMBLY, has finally passed the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL and 
the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY of NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ALLAN PICKERING, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
Sydney, 24 July, 1956. 

*ottib Watez 
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ANNO QUINTO 

ELIZABETHiE II REGIME 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Act No. 3, 1956. 

An Act to make further provision with 
respect to marriages before district registrars; 
to declare valid at law certain marriages 
between a man and his aunt by marriage 
and between a woman and her uncle by 
marriage ; for these and other purposes to 
amend the Marriage Act, 1899, and certain 
other Acts in certain respects ; and for 
purposes connected therewith. [Assented to, 
2nd August, 1956.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Marriage Short title 
(Amendment) Act, 1956." and citation. 

(2) 
I have examined this Bill, and find it to correspond in all respects 

with the Bill as finally passed by both Houses. 

G. BOOTH, 
Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Assembly. 
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Marriage (Amendment). 

(2) The Marriage Act, 1899, as amended by sub-
sequent Acts and by this Act, may be cited as the 
Marriage Act, 1899-1956. 

Amendment 2. The Marriage Act, 1899-1948, is amended— 
of Act No. 
15, 1899. 

Sec. 3 (2). (a) by omitting subsection two of section three and 
(Marriages by inserting in lieu thereof the following 
before 
registrar.) subsection :— 

(2) A marriage celebrated by a district 
registrar shall be in the form of words set 
forth in the Third Schedule hereto to be 
repeated and signed by the parties to such 
marriage respectively. 

Sec.  9. 
(Consent 
in case of 
minority.) 
Sec. 17A. 
(Validation 
of certain 
marriages 
before 
District 
Registrars.) 

(b) by omitting from subsections one, three and four 
of section nine the words "or police"; 

(c) (i) by inserting in subsection one of section 17A 
after the word "celebrated" the words 
"before the commencement of the Mare 
riage (Amendment) Act, 1956,"; 

by inserting in the same subsection after the 
words "to this Act" the words "before the 
repeal of that Schedule by the Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956"; 

by omitting subsection two of the same 
section and by inserting in lieu thereof the 
following subsection:— 

(2) This section extends to marriages 
celebrated before the commencement of the 
Marriage (Amendment) Act, 1934, as well 
as to marriages celebrated after that com-
mencement but before the commencement 
of the Marriage (Amendment) Act, 1956. 

(d) 
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Marriage (Amendment). 

(d) by inserting next after section 18A the following New secs. 
18B and 18c. 

new sections 
18B. (1) Every marriage, otherwise lawful, Marriage 

celebrated in New South Wales before or after 1;yitmh aurnele 
the passing of the Marriage (Amendment) Act, riage or 

with aunt 1956, between a man and— 	 by 
marriage. 

the daughter of his deceased wife's 
brother; 
the daughter of his deceased wife's 
sister ; 

the widow of his brother's deceased 
son; or 

the widow of his sister's deceased son; 

or between a woman and— 
the son of her deceased husband's 
brother; 

the son of her deceased husband's 
sister ; 

the widower of her brother's deceased 
daughter; or 

the widower of her sister's deceased 
daughter, 

shall be deemed and is hereby declared to have 
been and to be valid and of full force and effect 
any law or custom to the contrary notwith-
standing. 

(2) This section shall not validate any 
such marriage where the marriage would, but 
for the enactment of subsection one of this 
section, have been void or voidable by reason 
of any blood relationship between the parties 
thereto. 

(3) 
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Marriage (Amendment). 

This section shall not validate any 
such marriage where a decree of nullity has, 
before the commencement of the Marriage 
(Amendment) Act, 1956, been pronounced in 
respect thereof by a court of competent juris-
diction. 

Any petition for such a decree 
pending at such commencement may be pro-
ceeded with and determined as if this section 
had not been enacted. 

Construction 18c. For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby 
of sections declared that for the purposes of sections eighteen, 18A 
and 18a. eighteen, 18A and 18B of this Act— 

brother includes half-brother; 
sister includes half-sister; and 
it is immaterial whether any person 
referred to in those sections was or is 
legitimate or illegitimate. 

Sec. 20(3). (e) by omitting from subsection three of section 
(Certificate twenty the words "ten days" and by inserting 
ma
of such  

age to in lieu thereof the words "one month"; rri  
be sent to 
registrar.) 
Repeal of (f) by omitting the Second Schedule ; 
Second 
Schedule. 
Fourth (g) by omitting from the Fourth Schedule the words 
Schedule. "daughter of [James Edwards] of [place of 

residence and designation]"; 
Fifth (h) by omitting from the Fifth Schedule the words 
Schedule. "or police" wherever occurring. 

In the name and on behalf of Her Majesty I assent to 
this Act. 

K. W. STREET, 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

Government R ouse, 
Sydney, 2nd August, 1956. 


