
PRIVATE INQUIRY AGENTS BILL, 1955. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

THE main objects of this Bill are— 

to provide for the licensing of private inquiry agents and their subagents; 

to authorise a court of competent jurisdiction to review charges made by 
private inquiry agents and reduce those charges where they are excessive. 
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A BILL 

  

 

To provide for the licensing and control 
of private inquiry agents and their 
subagents; and for purposes connected 
therewith. 

 

 

[Mr. SHEAHAN ;-15 November, 1955.] 

  

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 

5 the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Private Inquiry 
Agents Act, 1955." 

(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be 
appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 

10 published in the Gazette. 

 

Short title 
and com-
mencement, 
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Private Inquiry Agents. 

2. In this Act unless the context or subject matter Interpreta-
otherwise indicates or requires— tion. 

"License" means a private inquiry agent's license 
or a subagent's license, as the case may be. 

5 "Licensed private inquiry agent" means the holder 
of a private inquiry agent's license. 

"Licensed subagent" means the holder of a sub-
agent's license. 

"Prescribed" means prescribed by this Act or the 
10 regulations. 

"Private inquiry agent" means any person (whether 
or not he carries on any other business) who 
exercises or carries on or advertises or notifies 
or states that he exercises or carries on or that 

15 he is willing to exercise or carry on or in any 
way holds himself out to the public as ready to 
undertake any of the following functions, 
namely 

obtaining and furnishing information 
20 as to the personal character or actions 

of any person or as to the character 
or nature of the business or occupation 
of any person; 
searching for missing persons; or 

25 (c) furnishing guards or watchmen, 

on behalf of any other person and for or in 
consideration of any payment or other 
remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise). 

"Private inquiry agent's license" means a valid 
30 and unexpired private inquiry agent's license 

or renewed license issued under this Act. 

"Register" means the register mentioned in section 
eight of this Act. 

"Registered 
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"Registered address", in relation to a private 
inquiry agent or subagent, means the address 
that is for the time being entered in the register 
in respect of the private inquiry agent or 

5 subagent, as the case may be. 
"Regulations" means regulations made under this 

Act. 
"Subagent" means any person in the direct employ 

of or acting for or by arrangement with a 
10 private inquiry agent who performs for such 

private inquiry agent any of the functions of 
a private inquiry agent as defined by this Act 
whether his remuneration is by way of salary, 
wages, commission or otherwise. 

15 "Subagent's license" means a valid and unexpired 
subagent's license or renewed license issued 
under this Act. 

3. (1) This Act shall not be construed as requiring— Act not 

any member of the police force of the Common- Veirls  
20 wealth or this State or any other State or persons. 

territory of the Commonwealth or any other 
part of Her Majesty's dominions or any peace 
officer appointed under the Peace Officers Act 
1925 of the Parliament of the Commonwealth in 

25 the exercise of his functions as such member 
or peace officer; 
any member of the Defence Forces of the 
Commonwealth in the exercise of his functions 
as such member; 

30 (c) any officer or employee of— 
the Crown in right of the Common-
wealth or of this State; 
any responsible Minister of the Crown 
whether a Minister of the Common- 

35 wealth or of this State; or 
any Government Department of the 
Commonwealth or of this State, 

in 
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in the exercise of his functions as such officer or 
employee; 

any solicitor acting in the ordinary course of 
his profession or any solicitor's clerk acting in 

5 the ordinary course of his master solicitor's 
profession; 

any person bona fide carrying on the business 
of insurance or of an insurance adjustment 
agency or any employee or agent of such a 

10 person in the exercise of his functions as such 
employee or agent; 

any inspector, guard, watchman, or other person 
employed to do inspecting, guarding, watching, 
or inquiry work for one employer only (such 

15 employer not being a private inquiry agent) in 
respect of inspecting, guarding, watching or 
inquiry work done for that employer for the 
protection of persons or property or arising out 
of the functions or business exercised or carried 

20 on by that employer, 

to hold a license under this Act. 

The fact that any person carries on the 
business of obtaining or furnishing information as to the 
financial rating or standing of any person shall not of 

25 itself require the person carrying on that business or any 
employee or agent of that person to hold a license under 
this Act. 

The Governor may by regulations— 

exempt to the extent prescribed any class of 
30 persons from the operation of this Act; and 

specify what provisions, if any, of this Act and 
the regulations are, with such modifications as 
are necessary or seem desirable, to apply to any 
class of persons so exempted. 

4. 
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4. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of two No person 
months from the commencement of this Act no person los 

 act  
shall— private 

exercise or carry on or advertise, notify or state agenqnt
uiry 

5 	that he exercises or carries on or is willing to liheoeunt.e 
exercise or carry on the business of or shall act 	• 
as a private inquiry agent; or 
in any way hold himself out to the public as 
ready to undertake for payment or other 10 	remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise) 
any of the functions of a private inquiry agent, 

unless he is the holder of a private inquiry agent's 
license. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply 
15 with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable 

to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or 
to both such penalty and imprisonment. 

5. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of Subagents 
to 20 two months from the commencement of this Act— 	 be 
licensed. 

no person, unless he is the holder of a sub- cf. Act No. 7, 
agent's license, shall be or act as a subagent for 1935' s' 31. 
any licensed private inquiry agent; and 
no person shall be or act as a subagent for any 25 	person who should be but is not the holder of a 
private inquiry agent's license. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply 
with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 

30 imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to 
both such penalty and imprisonment. 

6. (1) A license shall be in the form prescribed and Licenses. shall set forth the name, place of business and place of cf. Ibid. s. 6. 
abode of the person taking out the license. 

35 	(2) The fee payable for a license shall be such 
amount as may be prescribed. 

(3) 
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Every license shall be taken out in the true 
name of the person applying for the license, and, if 
taken out in any other name, shall be void. 

A license, unless sooner cancelled, shall be in 
5 force for twelve months from the date of its issue. 

A license may be renewed, and on each renewal shall 
take effect for a further period of twelve months. 

7. (1) Every person who desires to obtain a license Application 

or renewal of license shall make application in the liferense. 
10 prescribed form. 	 cf. Act No. 7, 

Where the applicant resides in New South "35'1'7' 
Wales the application shall be lodged with the clerk of 
the court of the petty sessions district within which the 
applicant proposes to carry on business or if there is 

15 more than one such court then with the clerk of the court 
within that district nearest to the place where the 
applicant proposes to carry on business. 

Where the applicant resides out of New South 
Wales the application shall be lodged with the clerk of 

20 any court of petty sessions. 
Upon the receipt of an application for the grant 

or the renewal of a license under this Act the clerk shall 
forthwith notify the officer in charge of police at the 
nearest police station who shall inquire into and report 

25 upon the character of the applicant. 
No application shall be heard until after the 

expiration of seven days after the lodging of the 
application. _ 

No application shall be heard except by a court 
30 of petty sessions holden before a stipendiary magistrate. 

Every application shall be heard in open court, 
and the consideration of the application shall be deemed 
to be a judicial proceeding. 

It shall be the duty of the court of petty 
35 sessions to refuse the grant or the renewal of a license 

if— 
(a) satisfactory evidence has not been produced of 

the good fame and character of the applicant; 
(b) 
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satisfactory evidence has been produced that 
the applicant is not a fit and proper person to 
hold a license ; 
satisfactory evidence has not been produced that 

5 the applicant is of the age of twenty-one years 
or upwards ; 
the applicant has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment; 
the applicant is not a natural born or naturalised 
subject of Her Majesty; 
the applicant has not been continuously resi-
dent in Australia for the period of twelve 
months immediately preceding the making of 
the application; 

15 (g) the applicant is disqualified under this Act from 
holding a license. 

(9) Where the court grants an application for a 
license or renewal of a license the clerk of the court shall, 
on payment to him of the prescribed fee, issue the license. 

20 (10) In any case where satisfactory proof has been 
given of the loss or destruction of the original, a 
stipendiary magistrate may order the issue of a duplicate 
license subject to payment of the prescribed fee. 

8. The clerk of petty sessions shall within seven days Register to 
25 after the issue of a license or renewal thereof or after tikentsbY 

the cancellation thereof under this Act notify the COM- sioner of 
missioner of Police of such issue or cancellation, and the Polite'A No. 

 Commissioner of Police shall keep a register of all such ,ZYgi, licenses and of all renewals and cancellations of licenses, a• 13. 
30 which register shall be available for perusal by any 
-• member of the public upon payment of the fee prescribed 

in that behalf. 

9. (1) Any licensed private inquiry agent or licensed cancena-
subagent may on the information of a member of the loenno4 

35 police force of or above the rank of sergeant be sum- cf. Ibid. moned before a court of petty sessions holden before a 2. 14. 
stipendiary 

10 

(f) 
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stipendiary magistrate to show cause why his license 
should not be cancelled and why he should not be dis-
qualified either permanently or temporarily from holding 
a private inquiry agent's license or a subagent's license, 

5 as the case may be, on the ground— 

that he improperly obtained his license contrary 
to the provisions of this Act; 
that he is not a fit and proper person to continue 
any longer to hold a license; 

10 (c) that he has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment; or 

(d) that he has been guilty of such conduct as a 
private inquiry agent or, as the case may be, 
as a subagent as renders him unfit to continue 

15 any longer to hold a license. 

Upon being satisfied of the truth of any of the 
grounds aforesaid the court may order that such private 
inquiry agent's license or subagent's license be delivered 
up forthwith and cancelled and that such private inquiry 

20 agent or subagent be disqualified either permanently or 
for such period as the court specifies from holding a 
license under this Act whether as a private inquiry agent 
or as a subagent. 

Where the court makes an order under this 
25 section or refuses any application under section seven of 

this Act, the private inquiry agent or subagent or the 
person making the application, as the case may be, may 
appeal in accordance with the rules of court to the 
District Court exercising jurisdiction in the district 

30 within which the court of petty. sessions that made the 
order or refused the application is situated. 

Every such appeal shall be in the nature of a rehearing. 
Notice of appeal shall be given to such persons as may 

be prescribed by rules of court, or as the District Court 
35 may direct. 

10. 
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10. (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent and Registered 

c 
 t  every licensed subagent shall have a registered address address.  

within New South Wales to which all communications and 7, 1935,N
o. 

 
notices may be addressed. 8. 15. 

5 (2) Notice of the registered address and of any 
change therein shall be lodged by the private inquiry 
agent or subagent, as the case may be, with the court 
from which the license issued within the prescribed time, 
and the clerk of such court shall record such notice and 

10 advise the Commissioner of Police who shall enter the 
address or the change therein in the register kept by 
him. 

(3) If any licensed private inquiry agent carries 
on business without complying with the requirements of 

15 this section he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
five pounds for every day during which he so carries on 
business; and if any licensed subagent acts as a subagent 
without complying with the provisions of this section he 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

20 11. (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent shall A.o s to . 
paint or affix and keep painted or affixed on his place or ndlotliclaymng eo 
places of business, so as to be easily read from outside Places of 

such place or places, his name and description as a etc. iness,  
licensed private inquiry agent. cf. Ibid. 

s. 16. 
(2) Any person— 

who contravenes or fails to comply with any of 
the provisions of subsection one of this section; 
or 
who, not being the holder of a private inquiry 

30 agent's license, keeps up or exhibits on or near 
his office, house or place of business or exhibits 
anywhere or allows to remain unobliterated any 
sign, writing, painting or other mark implying 
that such office, house or place of business is 

35 that of a person licensed to carry on the 
business of or to act as a private inquiry agent, 

shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
12. 

25 
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12. Any private inquiry agent who by any wilfully Misrepre-
false, misleading or deceptive statement, representation selTtar' 
or promise or by any wilful concealment of material fact, Private 
induces or attempts to induce any person to enter into an angclent7 

5 agreement or contract in connection with his business as cf. Act No. 7, 
a private inquiry agent shall be guilty of an offence 1935, s. 21. 

against this Act. 

13. (1) If a private inquiry agent or subagent is 
convicted in any court of any indictable offence or if in 

10 any proceeding before a court in which any private 
inquiry agent or subagent gives evidence the court is 
of opinion on the evidence given before it, whether that 
evidence is given by the private inquiry agent or sub-
agent or any other person, that such private inquiry 

15 agent or subagent ought to be summoned before a court 
of petty sessions under section nine of this Act to show 
cause why his license should not be cancelled and why 
he should not be disqualified either permanently or 
temporarily from holding a private inquiry agent's 

20 license or a subagent's license, as the case may be, the 
court before which he is so convicted or gives evidence, 
as the case may re, may order— 

(a) that his license be suspended for a period not 
exceeding twenty-eight days; and 

25 	(b) that he deliver up his license to the court within 
such time as may be specified in the order for 
transmission to the Commissioner of Police. 

Any private inquiry agent or subagent who 
fails to comply with an order made under paragraph (b) 

30 of subsection one of this section shall be guilty of an 
offence against this Act. 

The clerk of the court shall forthwith trans-
mit to the Commissioner of Police— 

(a) a copy of any such order; and 
35 	(b) upon the delivery up to the court of a license 

pursuant to any such order, the license so 
delivered up. 

The 

Power of 
court to 
order 
private 
inquiry 
agent 
or subagent 
to be 
summoned 
under 
section 
nine. 
cf. Ibid. 
s. 23. 



Act No. , 1955. 	 11 

Private Inquiry Agents. 

The Commissioner of Police shall retain any license so 
delivered up during the period for which it is suspended 
under subsection one or five of this section. 

The Commissioner of Police- 

	

5 	(a) shall forthwith upon the receipt of such copy 
cause the fact of such suspension to be noted in 
the register kept by him under this Act; and 

(b) shall, as soon as practicable thereafter, cause the 
private inquiry agent or subagent, as the case 

	

10 	may be, to be summoned before a court of petty 
sessions under section nine of this Act to show 
cause why his license should not be cancelled 
and why he should not be disqualified either 
permanently or temporarily from holding a 

	

15 	private inquiry agent's license or subagent's 
license, as the case may be. 

Where the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, is so summoned during the period for 
which his license is suspended under subsection one of 

20 this section, the court before which the proceedings are 
taken may, if those proceedings are not concluded before 
the expiration of the period for which his license was 
suspended under that subsection, order that the license 
be further suspended until the conclusion of those 

25 proceedings. 

During the period for which a private in-
quiry agent's license or subagent's license is suspended 
under this section, the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, shall be deemed not to be the holder 

30 of a license under this Act. 

Notice of any order made under subsection 
one or five of this section shall be served upon the private 
inquiry agent or subagent concerned by the clerk of the 
court that made the order by forwarding a copy thereof 

35 by post to his registered address. 
14. 
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14. (1) A licensed private inquiry agent shall not Certain 
knowingly employ in any way whatever in connection frirs not  
with his business— 	 employed 

by 
as a subagent any person who is not a licensed pli .iTasteed  

	

5 	subagent; or 	 inquiry 
agents. 

any person who is for the time being disqualified r9. 
3A

5 e
a
t Ik2Tg 7, 

under this Act from holding a private inquiry 
agent's license or a subagent's license, or whose 
application for a private inquiry agent's license 

	

10 	or subagent's license has been refused, unless 
such an application has been subsequently 
granted. 

Subject to this section no such person shall 
participate or be in any way concerned in the business 

15 of a licensed private inquiry agent or in the work of a 
licensed subagent. 

Any licensed private inquiry agent or any 
person aforesaid who contravenes or fails to comply with 
any of the provisions of this section shall be liable for 

20 every such offence to a penalty of not less than five 
pounds and not more than one hundred pounds. 

15. When in any proceedings under this Act or the Burden of 
regulations against any person it is alleged in the infor_ proof: 
mation that such person is not the holder of a private ni6bid.  

25 inquiry agent's license or, as the case may be, of a sub-
agent's license, it shall in the absence of proof to the 
contrary be presumed that such person is not the holder 
of such a license. 

16. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as requir- Saving as 
30 ing any licensed subagent, so far as he performs for any tuteeennstesel 

licensed private inquiry agent any of the functions of a Bete. gents,  
Private inquiry agent and is duly authorised thereunto cf. am. 
by such private inquiry agent, to hold a private inquiry s' 33' 
agent's license under this Act, or as requiring any 

35 licensed private inquiry agent to hold a subagent's license 
under this Act. 

17. 
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Any private inquiry agent or subagent who lets Private 
out, hires or lends his license to any other person or 17,1% 
permits any other person to use his license shall be guilty subagent not 
of an offence against this Act, and on conviction for such Cenae 5 offence and in addition to any penalty therefor his cf. Act No. 7, 
license shall thereupon become absolutely void and shall 1935, s. 37. 
be delivered up to the court and cancelled. 

Subject to this Act no person shall be entitled Unlicensed 
to bring any proceeding in any court to recover any E'ivutte 

10 commission, fee, gain or reward for any service done agent Yor 
or performed by him as a private inquiry agent or nsubttlent  
subagent after the expiration of two months from the recover 
commencement of this Act unless he was the holder of a fee. 
private inquiry agent's license or of a subagent's license, efr3:3I8bul* 

15 as the case may be, at the time of doing or performing 
such service. 

Any person who in any application made pur- Furnishing 
suant to this Act makes any statement which is not =tr. correct or furnishes any particulars which are not correct particulars 

 appliea- 
20 or knowingly omits to furnish any particulars required lions% 

to be furnished by or under this Act shall be liable to a scf.3191nd. 
penalty not exceeding fifty pounds. 

20. (1) In any proceedings taken by a private inquiry Excessive 
charges agent for the recovery of money under an agreement 

25 for services rendered in his capacity as such agent or redYuced. 
in any proceedings instituted under subsection three of 
this section, if it appears to the court that the amount 
charged directly or indirectly under the agreement by 
the private inquiry agent in respect of the services 

30 rendered by him is excessive the court may reopen the 
transaction. 

(2) The court reopening any transaction under 
this section may, notwithstanding any statement or 
settlement of accounts, reopen any account already taken 

35 between the parties and relieve the private inquiry 
agent's client (or any guarantor of that client) of any 
liability in excess of such sum as the court adjudges to 
be fairly and reasonably payable for the services 
rendered by the private inquiry agent (including any 

expenses 
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expenses reasonably and necessarily incurred), and may 
set aside, either wholly or in part, or revise, or alter 
any agreement made or security given in connection with 
the transaction, and may give a verdict or judgment for 

5 any party for such amount as, having regard to the relief, 
if any, that the court thinks fit to grant, is justly due to 
that party. 

(3) Proceedings may ' be instituted under this 
subsection by the client of a private inquiry agent for the 

10 purpose of obtaining relief under this section. 
In any such proceedings the court shall have and may 

exercise all or any of the powers conferred by subsec-
tions one and two of this section. 

21. (1) Every person who contravenes or fails to Offences 
15 comply with any of the provisions of this Act shall be aAgcsutnst  

guilty of an offence against this Act. 
Where no penalty is specially provided for 

any offence against this Act any person guilty of such 
offence shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one 

20 hundred pounds. 
All proceedings for offences against this Act 

or the regulations shall be disposed of summarily before 
a court of petty sessions holden before a stipendiary 
magistrate. 

25 22. Any private inquiry agent who publishes (whether Publication 
in a newspaper or otherwise) any advertisement relating andturaece to or in connection with his business without specifying of business 
therein his name as a licensed private inquiry agent and t1eemeIIts.his registered address shall be guilty of an offence d. Act No. 

30 against this Act. 7, 1935, 
s. 41. 

23. (1) The Governor may make regulations not Regulations. 
inconsistent with this Act for or with respect to— 

(a) prescribing any forms to be used under this 
Act ; 

35 (b) prescribing the fee for a private inquiry agent's 
license and the fee for a subagent's license; 

(0) 
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the procedure on applications and other pro-
ceedings under this Act; 
exempting any class of persons from the opera-
tion of this Act and prescribing the extent of 

	

5 	such exemptions and specifying the provisions 
(if any) of this Act which are to apply to any 
class of persons so exempted; and 
generally, prescribing all matters which by this 
Act are required or permitted to be prescribed 

	

10 	or which are necessary or convenient to be 
prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to 
this Act. 

(2) The regulations may prescribe penalties not 
exceeding fifty pounds for any breach thereof. 

	

15 	(3) All regulations shall— 
be published in the Gazette; 
take effect from the date of publication or from 
a later date specified in the regulations; and 
be laid before both Houses of Parliament within 

	

20 	fourteen sitting days after the publication 
thereof if Parliament is then in session, and, 
if not, then within fourteen sitting days after 
the commencement of the next session. 

If either House of Parliament passes a resolution of 
25 which notice has been given at any time within fifteen 

sitting days after such regulations have been laid before 
such House disallowing any regulation or part thereof, 
such regulation or part shall thereupon cease to have 
effect. 

Sydney: A. H. Pettifer, Government Printer-1955. 
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A BILL 
To provide for the licensing and control 

of private inquiry agents and their 
subagents ; and for purposes connected 
therewith. 

[Mr. SHEAHAN ;-15 November, 1955.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 

5 the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Private Inquiry Short title 

Agents Act, 1955." and com- 
mencement. 

(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be 
appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 

10 published in the Gazette. 
90079 95— 2. 
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2. In this Act unless the context or subject matter Interpreta-
otherwise indicates or requires— tion. 

"License" means a private inquiry agent's license 
or a subagent's license, as the case may be. 

	

5 	"Licensed private inquiry agent" means the holder 
of a private inquiry agent's license. 

"Licensed subagent" means the holder of a sub-
agent's l'i'cense. 

"Prescribed" means prescribed by this Act or the 

	

10 	regulations. 

"Private inquiry agent" means any person (whether 
or not he carries on any other business) who 
exercises or carries on or advertises or notifies 
or states that he exercises or carries on or that 

	

15 	he is willing to exercise or carry on or in any 
way holds himself out to the public as ready to 
undertake any of the following functions, 
namely :— 

obtaining and furnishing information 

	

20 	 as to the personal character or actions 
of any person or as to the character 
or nature of the business or occupation 
of any person; 
searching for missing persons; or 

	

25 	 (c) furnishing guards or watchmen, 

on behalf of any other person and for or in 
consideration of any payment or other 
remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise). 

"Private inquiry agent's license" means a valid 

	

30 	and unexpired private inquiry agent's license 
or renewed license issued under this Act. 

"Register" means the register mentioned in section 
eight of this Act. 

"Registered 
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"Registered address", in relation to a private 
inquiry agent or subagent, means the address 
that is for the time being entered in the register 
in respect of the private inquiry agent or 

5 subagent, as the case may be. 
"Regulations" means regulations made under this 

Act. 
"Subagent" means any person in the direct employ 

of or acting for or by arrangement with a 
10 private inquiry agent who perfonts for such 

private inquiry agent any of the functions of 
a private inquiry agent as defined by this Act 
whether his remuneration is by way of salary, 
wages, commission or otherwise. 

15 "Subagent's license" means a valid and unexpired 
subagent's license or renewed license issued 
under this Act. 

3. (1) This Act shall not be construed as requiring— Act not 

any member of the police force of the Common- tarc'elirralt 
20 wealth or this State or any other State or persons. 

territory of the Commonwealth or any other 
part of Her Majesty's dominions or any peace 
officer appointed under the Peace Officers Act 
1925 of the Parliament of the Commonwealth in 

25 the exercise of his functions as such member 
or peace officer; 
any member of the Defence Forces of the 
Commonwealth in the exercise of his functions 
as such member ; 

30 (c) any officer or employee of— 
the Crown in right of the Common-
wealth or of this State; 
any responsible Minister of the Crown 
whether a Minister of the Common- 

35 wealth or of this State; or 
any Government Department of the 
Commonwealth or of this State, 

in 
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in the exercise of his functions as such officer or 
employee; 

any solicitor acting in the ordinary course of 
his profession or any solicitor's clerk acting in 

5 the ordinary course of his master solicitor's 
profession; 

any person bona fide carrying on the business 
of insurance or of an insurance adjustment 
agency or any employee or agent of such a 

10 person in the exercise of his functions as such 
employee or agent; 

any inspector, guard, watchman, or other person 
employed to do inspecting, guarding, watching, 
or inquiry work for one employer only (such 

15 employer not being a private inquiry agent) in 
respect of inspecting, guarding, watching or 
inquiry work done for that employer for the 
protection of persons or property or arising out 
of the functions or business exercised or carried 

20 on by that employer, 

to hold a license under this Act. 

The fact that any person carries on the 
business of obtaining or furnishing information as to the 
financial rating or standing of any person shall not of 

25 itself require the person carrying on that business or any 
employee or agent of that person to hold a license under 
this Act. 

The Governor may by regulations— 

exempt to the extent prescribed any class of 
30 persons from the operation of this Act; and 

specify what provisions, if any, of this Act and 
the regulations are, with such modifications as 
are necessary or seem desirable, to apply to any 
class of persons so exempted. 

4. 
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4. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of two No person 
months from the commencement of this Act no person toact 

as shall— 	 private 

exercise or carry on or advertise, notify or state inquiry 
agent 

5 	that he exercises or carries on or is willing to Wi
a li

th
c
o
e
u
n
t
se.  

exercise or carry on the business of or shall act 
as a private inquiry agent; or 
in any way hold himself out to the public as 
ready to undertake for payment or other 

10 	remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise) 
any of the functions of a private inquiry agent, 

unless he is the holder of a private inquiry agent's 
license. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply 
15 with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable 

to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or 
to both such penalty and imprisonment. 

5. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of Subagents 
to be 20 two months from the commencement of this Act— 	licensed. 

no person, unless he is the holder of a sub- cf. Act No. 7, 
agent's license, shall be or act as a subagent for 1935, s.  31' 
any licensed private inquiry agent; and 
no person shall be or act as a subagent for any 

25 	person who should be but is not the holder of a 
private inquiry agent's license. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply 
with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 

30 imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to 
both such penalty and imprisonment. 

6. (1) A license shall be in the form prescribed and Licenses. 
shall set forth the name, place of business and place of sf./bia.s.6. 
abode of the person taking out the license. 

35 	(2) The fee payable for a license shall be such 
amount as may be prescribed. 

(3) 
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Every license shall be taken out in the true 
name of the person applying for the license, and, if 
taken out in any other name, shall be void. 

A license, unless sooner cancelled, shall be in 
5 force for twelve months from the date of its issue. 

A license may be renewed, and on each renewal shall 
take effect for a further period of twelve months. 

7. (1) Every person who desires to obtain a license Application 

or renewal of license shall make application in the liferense. 
10 prescribed form. d. Act No. 7, 

Where the applicant resides in New South 1985' 8.7. 
Wales the application shall be lodged with the clerk of 
the court of the petty sessions district within which the 
applicant proposes to carry on business or if there is 

15 more than one such court then with the clerk of the court 
within that district nearest to the place where the 
applicant proposes to carry on business. 

Where the applicant resides out of New South 
Wales the application shall be lodged with the clerk of 

20 any court of petty sessions. 
Upon the receipt of an application for the grant 

or the renewal of a license under this Act the clerk shall 
forthwith notify the officer in charge of police at the 
nearest police station who shall inquire into and report 

25 upon the character of the applicant. 
No application shall be heard until after the 

expiration of seven days after the lodging of the 
application. 

No application shall be heard except by a court 
30 of petty sessions holden before a stipendiary magistrate. 

Every application shall be heard in open court, 
and the consideration of the application shall be deemed 
to be a judicial proceeding. 

It shall be the duty of the court of petty 
85 sessions to refuse the grant or the renewal of a license 

if— 
(a) satisfactory evidence has not been produced of 

the good fame and character of the applicant; 
(b) 
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satisfactory evidence has been produced that 
the applicant is not a fit and proper person to 
hold a license ; 
satisfactory evidence has not been produced that 

5 the applicant is of the age of twenty-one years 
or upwards ; 
the applicant has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment; 
the applicant is not a natural born or naturalised 

10 subject of Her Majesty; 
the applicant has not been continuously resi-
dent in Australia for the period of twelve 
months immediately preceding the making of 
the application; 

15 (g) the applicant is disqualified under this Act from 
holding a license. 

(9) Where the court grants an application for a 
license or renewal of a license the clerk of the court shall, 
on payment to him of the prescribed fee, issue the license. 

20 (10) In any case where satisfactory proof has been 
given of the loss or destruction of the original, a 
stipendiary magistrate may order the issue of a duplicate 
license subject to payment of the prescribed fee. 

The clerk of petty sessions shall within seven days Register to 
25 after the issue of a license or renewal thereof or after be

t! ez by  
the cancellation thereof under this Act notify the Cora- sinner of 
missioner of Police of such issue or cancellation, and the 13:11Ace' 
Commissioner of Police shall keep a register of all such N

°.  
licenses and of all renewals and cancellations of licenses, s• 13. 

30 which register shall be available for perusal by any 
member of the public upon payment of the fee prescribed 
in that behalf. 

(1) Any licensed private inquiry agent or licensed Caneella-
subagent may on the information of a member of the te°e'lii°4 

35 police force of or above the rank of sergeant be sum- cf. Ibid.  
moned before a court of petty sessions holden before a 8.14. 

stipendiary 
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stipendiary magistrate to show cause why his license 
should not be cancelled and why he should not be dis-
qualified either permanently or temporarily from holding 
a private inquiry agent's license or a subagent's license, 

5 as the case may be, on the ground— 

that he improperly obtained his license contrary 
to the provisions of this Act; 
that he is not a fit and proper person to continue 
any longer to hold a license; 

10 (c) that he has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment; or 

(d) that he has been guilty of such conduct as a 
private inquiry agent or, as the case may be, 
as a subagent as renders him unfit to continue 

15 any longer to hold a license. 

Upon being satisfied of the truth of any of the 
grounds aforesaid the court may order that such private 
inquiry agent's license or subagent's license be delivered 
up forthwith and cancelled and that such private inquiry 

20 agent or subagent be disqualified either permanently or 
for such period as the court specifies from holding a 
license under this Act whether as a private inquiry agent 
or as a subagent. 

Where the court makes an order under this 
25 section or refuses any application under section seven of 

this Act, the private inquiry agent or subagent or the 
person making the application, as the case may be, may 
appeal in accordance with the rules of court to the 
District Court exercising jurisdiction in the district 

30 within which the court of petty sessions that made the 
order or refused the application is situated. 

Every such appeal shall be in the nature of a rehearing. 
Notice of appeal shall be given to such persons as may 

be prescribed by rules of court, or as the District Court 
35 may direct. 

10. 
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10. (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent and 
every licensed subagent shall have a registered address 
within New South Wales to which all communications and 
notices may be addressed. 

5 	(2) Notice of the registered address and of any 
change therein shall be lodged by the private inquiry 
agent or subagent, as the case may be, with the court 
from which the license issued within the prescribed time, 
and the clerk of such court shall record such notice and 

10 advise the Commissioner of Police who shall enter the 
address or the change therein in the register kept by 

Registered 
address. 
cf. Act No. 
7, 1935, 
s. 15. 

him. 
(3) If any licensed private inquiry agent carries 

on business without complying with the requirements of 
15 this section he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 

five pounds for every day during which he so carries on 
business; and if any licensed subagent acts as a subagent 
without complying with the provisions of this section he 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

20 11. (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent shall 
paint or affix and keep painted or affixed on his place or 
places of business, so as to be easily read from outside 
such place or places, his name and description as a 
licensed private inquiry agent. 

25 	(2) Any person— 
who contravenes or fails to comply with any of 
the provisions of subsection one of this section; 
Or 
who, not being the holder of a private inquiry 

30 	agent's license, keeps up or exhibits on or near 
his office, house or place of business or exhibits 
anywhere or allows to remain unobliterated any 
sign, writing, painting or other mark implying 
that such office, house or place of business is 

35 	that of a person licensed to carry on the 
business of or to act as a private inquiry agent, 

shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
12. 

As to 
displaying 
notice on 
places of 
business, 
etc. 
cf. Ibid. 
s. 16. 
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Any private inquiry agent who by any wilfully mioreFe-
false, misleading or deceptive statement, representation tintelt vymn, 
or promise or by any wilful concealment of material fact, private 
induces or attempts to induce any person to enter into an langgeunitr.Y 

5 agreement or contract in connection with his business as ef. Act No. 7, 
a private inquiry agent shall be guilty of an offence 1935, s. 21. 
against this Act. 

(1) If a private inquiry agent or subagent is Power of 
convicted in any court of any indictable offence or if in co

o
r
zt

r 
 to  

10 any proceeding before a court in which any private private 
inquiry agent or subagent gives evidence the court is la

ngqxtr y  
of opinion on the evidence given before it, whether that or subagent 
evidence is given by the private inquiry agent or sub- oeumemonea 
agent or any other person, that such private inquiry undj:

n 15 agent or subagent ought to be summoned before a court  
of petty sessions under section nine of this Act to show ef, ibid. 
cause why his license should not be cancelled and why '23' 
he should not be disqualified either permanently or 
temporarily from holding a private inquiry agent's 

20 license or a subagent's license, as the case may be, the 
court before which he is so convicted or gives evidence, 
as the case may be, may order— 

(a) that his license be suspended for a period not 
exceeding twenty-eight days ; and 

25 	(b) that he deliver up his license to the court within 
such time as may be specified in the order for 
transmission to the Commissioner of Police. 

Any private inquiry agent or subagent who 
fails to comply with an order made under paragraph (b),  

30 of subsection one of this section shall be guilty of an 
offence against this Act. 

The clerk of the court shall forthwith trans-
mit to the Commissioner of Police— 

(a) a copy of any such order ; and 
35 	(b) upon the delivery up to the court of a .license 

pursuant to any such order, the license so 
delivered up: 

. The 
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The Commissioner of Police shall retain any license so 
delivered up during the period for which it is suspended 
under subsection one or five of this section. 

The Commissioner of Police- 

	

5 	(a) shall forthwith upon the receipt of such copy 
cause the fact of such suspension to be noted in 
the register kept by him under this Act; and 

(b) shall, as soon as practicable thereafter, cause the 
private inquiry agent or subagent, as the case 

	

10 	may be, to be summoned before a court of petty 
sessions under section nine of this Act to show 
cause why his license should not be cancelled 
and why he should not be disqualified either 
permanently or tempora'ri'ly from holding a 

	

15 	private inquiry agent's license or subagent's 
license, as the case may be. 

Where the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, is so summoned during the period for 
which his license is suspended under subsection one of 

20 this section, the court before which the proceedings are 
taken may, if those proceedings are not concluded before 
the expiration of the period for which his license was 
suspended under that subsection, order that the license 
be further suspended until the conclusion of those 

25 proceedings. 

During the period for which a private in-
quiry agent's license or subagent's license is suspended 
under this section, the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, shall be deemed not to be the holder 

30 of a license under this Act. 

Notice of any order made under subsection 
one or five of this section shall be served upon the private 
inquiry agent or subagent concerned by the clerk of the 
court that made the order by forwarding a copy thereof 

35 by post to his registered address. 
14. 



Act No. , 1955. 12 

Private Inquiry Agents. 

14. (1) A licensed private inquiry agent shall not Certain 

e
r:

e
ons not knowingly employ in any way whatever in connection te  

with his business— employed 
by 

g ate as a subagent any person 'who is not a licensed p
l i  

5 subagent; or inquiry 
agents. 

any person who is for the time being disqualified 3.49.35 
net

a. 25. 
7, 

under this Act from holding a private inquiry 
agent's license or a subagent's license, or whose 
application for a private inquiry agent's license 

10 or subagent's license has been refused, unless 
such an application has been subsequently 
granted. 

Subject to this section no such person shall 
participate or be in any way concerned in the business 

15 of a licensed private inquiry agent or in the work of a 
licensed subagent. 

Any licensed private inquiry agent or any 
person aforesaid who contravenes or fails to comply with 
any of the provisions of this section shall be liable for 

20 every such offence to a penalty of not less than five 
pounds and not more than one hundred pounds. 

15. When in any proceedings under this Act or the Burden of 
regulations against any person it is alleged in the infor-
mation that such person is not the holder of a private es. 26! 

25 inquiry agent's license or, as the case may be, of a sub-
agent's license, it shall in the absence of proof to the 
contrary be presumed that such person is not the holder 
of such a license. 

16. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as requir- Saving as 
30 ing any licensed subagent, so far as he performs for any tsourenfinte: 

licensed private inquiry agent any of the functions of a  etc. g 
private inquiry agent and is duly authorised thereunto cf. Ibid. 
by such private inquiry agent, to hold a private inquiry e. 33' 
agent's license under this Act, or as requiring any 

35 licensed private inquiry agent to hold a subagent's license 
under this Act. 

17. 
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Any private inquiry agent or subagent who lets Private 
out, hires or lends his license to any other person or 'angq.,70, 
permits any other person to use his license shall be guilty subagent not 

itn of an offence against this Act, and on conviction for such iojen se  
5 offence and in addition to any penalty therefor his ef, Act No. 7, 

license shall thereupon become absolutely void and shall 1935, s' 37. 
be delivered up to the court and cancelled. 

Subject to this Act no person shall be entitled Unlicensed 
ir va to bring any proceeding in any court to recover any Er

l 
g  10 commission, fee, gain or reward for any service done ageunit Yor 

or performed by him as a private inquiry agent or at  
subagent after the expiration of two months from the recover 
commencement of this Act unless he was the holder of a fee.  
private inquiry agent's license or of a subagent's license, '1.3181', 

15 as the case may be, at the time of doing or performing 
such service. 

Any person who in any application made pur-
Pu

rt
rniBhin g  suant to this Act makes any statement which is not incorrect 

ca
r.s correct or furnishes any particulars which are not correctna a pip

e a  
20 or knowingly omits to furnish any particulars required ti°ns• 

to be furnished by or under this Act shall be liable to a cf* I39b" 8.  penalty not exceeding fifty pounds. 
(1) In any proceedings taken by a private inquiry Excessive 

agent for the recovery of money under an agreement emhaarga 
25 for services rendered in his capacity as such agent or reduced. 

in any proceedings instituted under subsection three of 
this section, if it appears to the court that the amount 
charged directly or indirectly under the agreement by 
the private inquiry agent in respect of the services 

30 rendered by him is excessive the court may reopen the 
transaction. 

(2) The court reopening any transaction under 
this section may, notwithstanding any statement or 
settlement of accounts, reopen any account already taken 

35 between the parties and relieve the private inquiry 
agent's client (or any guarantor of that client) of any 
liability in excess of such sum as the court adjudges to 
be fairly and reasonably payable for the services 
rendered by the private inquiry agent (including any 

expenses 
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expenses reasonably and necessarily incurred), and may 
set aside, either wholly or in part, or revise, or alter 
any agreement made or security given in connection with 
the transaction, and may give a verdict or judgment for 

5 any party for such amount as, having regard to the relief, 
if any, that the court thinks fit to grant, is justly due to 
that party. 

(3) Proceedings may be instituted under this 
subsection by the client of a private inquiry agent for the 

10 purpose of obtaining relief under this section. 
In any such proceedings the court shall have and may 

exercise all or any of the powers conferred by subsec-
tions one and two of this section. 

21. (1) Every person who contravenes or fails to 
15 comply with any of the provisions of this Act shall be 

guilty of an offence against this Act. 
Where no penalty is specially provided for 

any offence against this Act any person guilty of such 
offence shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one 

20 hundred pounds. 
All proceedings for offences against this Act 

or the regulations shall be disposed of summarily before 
a court of petty sessions holden before a stipendiary 
magistrate. 

25 22. Any private inquiry agent who publishes (whether 
in a newspaper or otherwise) any advertisement relating 
to or in connection with his business without specifying 
therein his name as a licensed private inquiry agent and 
his registered address shall be guilty of an offence 

30 against this Act. 

Offences 
against 
Act. 

Publication 
of name 
and place 
of business 
in adver-
tisements. 
cf. Act No. 
7, 1935, 
s. 41. 

23. (1) The Governor may make regulations not Regulations. 
inconsistent with this Act for or with respect to— 

(a) prescribing any forms to be used under this 
Act ; 

35 (b) prescribing the fee for a private inquiry agent's 
license and the fee for a subagent's license ; 

(c) 
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the procedure on applications and other pro-
ceedings under this Act; 
exempting any class of persons from the opera-
tion of this Act and prescribing the extent of 

	

5 	such exemptions and specifying the provisions 
(if any) of this Act which are to apply to any 
class of persons so exempted ; and 
generally, prescribing all matters which by this 
Act are required or permitted to be prescribed 

	

10 	or which are necessary or convenient to be 
prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to 
this Act. 

(2) The regulations may prescribe penalties not 
exceeding fifty pounds for any breach thereof. 

	

15 	(3) All regulations shall— 
be published in the Gazette; 
take effect from the date of publication or from 
a later date specified in the regulations; and 
be laid before both Houses of Parliament within 

	

20 	fourteen sitting days after the publication 
thereof if Parliament is then in session, and, 
if not, then within fourteen sitting days after 
the commencement of the next session. 

If either House of Parliament passes a resolution of 
25 which notice has been given at any time within fifteen 

sitting days after such regulations have been laid before 
such House disallowing any regulation or part thereof, 
such regulation or part shall thereupon cease to have 
effect. 

Sydney: A. H. Pettifer, Government Printer-1955. 
[Is. 6d.] 
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PRIVATE INQUIRY AGENTS BILL. 

Schedule of the Amendment referred to in Legislative Council's Message 
of 23 November, 1955. 

No. 1.—Page 14, After line 13  Insert new clause to read as Clause 21. 

4 

Jurisdic-
tion of 
courts of 
petty 
sessions. 

21. (1) No proceedings relating to an agreement between a private inquiry 
agent and any other person for the rendering of services by the private inquiry 
agent in his capacity as such agent shall be brought or taken in a court of 
petty sessions other than a court of petty sessions holden before a stipendiary 
magistrate sitting alone. 

A court of petty sessions holden before a stipendiary magistrate 
sitting alone shall, in addition to the jurisdiction that might be exercised by 
it if this section had not been enacted, have jurisdiction in respect of proceed-
ings relating to an agreement between a private inquiry agent and any other 
person for the rendering of services by the private inquiry agent in his capacity 
as such agent in all cases in which the amount charged d►rectly or indirectly 
under the agreement by the private inquiry agent in respect of the services 
rendered by him does not exceed two hundred and fifty pounds. 

The costs of any proceedings relating to any such agreement as is 
referred to in subsection one of this section that are brought or taken in a 
court of petty sessions shall be in the discretion) of the court, and the court, 
when allowing any costs to any party in those proceedings, may assess the 
amount thereof. 

Any order made under the authority of this Act for the payment of money 
or of costs by a court of petty sessions shall operate as an order for the 
payment of money under the Small Debts Recovery Act, 1912, and be en-
forceable as such under the provisions of that Act. 

This subsection shall not be construed so as to affect in any way the 
jurisdiction of any other court in relation to costs. 

uoo79 95— 
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This PUBLIC BILL originated in the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 
and, having this day passed, is now ready for presentation to the 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL for its concurrence. 

H. ROBBINS, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
Sydney, 16 November, 1955. 

The LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL has this day agreed to this Bill with 
an Amendment. 

J. R. STEVENSON, 
Clerk of the Parliaments. 

Legislative Council Chamber, 
Sydney, 23 November, 1955. 

Ilett) 'ot.ttb Wales 
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Act No. , 1955. 

An Act to provide for the licensing and control 
of private inquiry agents and their 
subagents ; and for purposes connected 
therewith. 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 

5 the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Private Inquiry Short title 
Agents Act, 1955." and om- 

menc
c
ement. 

(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be 
appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 

10 published in the Gazette. 
90079 95— 2. 

NOTE.—The words to be omitted are ruled through; those to be inserted are 
printed in black letter. 
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2. In this Act unless the context or subject matter Interpreta-
otherwise indicates or requires— tion. 

"License" means a private inquiry agent's license 
or a subagent's license, as the case may be. 

	

5 	"Licensed private inquiry agent" means the holder 
of a private inquiry agent's license. 

"Licensed subagent" means the holder of a sub-
agent's license. 

"Prescribed" means prescribed by this Act or the 

	

10 	regulations. 
"Private inquiry agent" means any person (whether 

or not he carries on any other business) who 
exercises or carries on or advertises or notifies 
or states that he exercises or carries on or that 

	

15 	he is willing to exercise or carry on or in any 
way holds himself out to the public as ready to 
undertake any of the following functions, 
namely :— 

obtaining and furnishing information 

	

20 	 as to the personal character or actions 
of any person or as to the character 
or nature of the business or occupation 
of any person; 
searching for missing persons; or 

	

25 	 (c) furnishing guards or watchmen, 

on behalf of any other person and for or in 
consideration of any payment or other 
remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise). 

"Private inquiry agent's license" means a valid 

	

30 	and unexpired private inquiry agent's license 
or renewed license issued under this Act. 

"Register" means the register mentioned in section 
eight of this Act. 

"Registered 
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"Registered address", in relation to a private 
inquiry agent or subagent, means the address 
that is for the time being entered in the register 
in respect of the private inquiry agent or 

5 subagent, as the case may be. 
"Regulations" means regulations made under this 

Act. 
"Subagent" means any person in the direct employ 

of or acting for or by arrangement with a 
10 private inquiry agent who performs for such 

private inquiry agent any of the functions of 
a private inquiry agent as defined by this Act 
whether his remuneration is by way of salary, 
wages, commission or otherwise. 

15 "Subagent's license" means a valid and unexpired 
subagent's license or renewed license issued 
under this Act. 

3. (1) This Act shall not be construed as requiring— Act not 
any member of the police force of the Common- Ntretai?le  ain 

20 wealth or this State or any other State or persons. 
territory of the Commonwealth or any other 
part of Her Majesty's dominions or any peace 
officer appointed under the Peace Officers Act 
1925 of the Parliament of the Commonwealth in 

25 the exercise of his functions as such member 
or peace officer ; 
any member of the Defence Forces of the 
Commonwealth in the exercise of his functions 
as such member; 
any officer or employee of— 

the Crown in right of the Common-
wealth or of this State ; 
any responsible Minister of the Crown 
whether a Minister of the Common- 

35 wealth or of this State; or 
any Government Department of the 
Commonwealth or of this State, 

in 

30 (c) 
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in the exercise of his functions as such officer or 
employee; 

any solicitor acting in the ordinary course of 
his profession or any solicitor's clerk acting in 

	

5 	the ordinary course of his master solicitor's 
profession; 

any person bona Me carrying on the business 
of insurance or of an insurance adjustment 
agency or any employee or agent of such a 

	

10 	person in the exercise of his functions as such 
employee or agent; 

any inspector, guard, watchman, or other person 
employed to do inspecting, guarding, watching, 
or inquiry work for one employer only (such 

	

15 	employer not being a private inquiry agent) in 
respect of inspecting, guarding, watching or 
inquiry work done for that employer for the 
protection of persons or property or arising out 
of the functions or business exercised or carried 

	

20 	on by that employer, 

to hold a license under this Act. 

The fact that any person carries on the 
business of obtaining or furnishing information as to the 
financial rating or standing of any person shall not of 

25 itself require the person carrying on that business or any 
employee or agent of that person to hold a license under 
this Act. 

The Governor may by regulations— 

exempt to the extent prescribed any class of 

	

30 	persons from the operation of this Act; and 

specify what provisions, if any, of this Act and 
the regulations are, with such modifications as 
are necessary or seem desirable, to apply to any 
class of persons so exempted. 

4. 
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4. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of two No person 
months from the commencement of this Act no person asset  
shall— 	 private 

exercise or carry on or advertise, notify or state agent 

	

5 	that he exercises or carries on or is willing to Wi lie a license. 
exercise or carry on the business of or shall act 
as a private inquiry agent; or 
in any way hold himself out to the public as 
ready to undertake for payment or other 

	

10 	remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise) 
any of the functions of a private inquiry agent, 

unless he is the holder of a private inquiry agent's 
license. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply 
15 with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable 

to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or 
to both such penalty and imprisonment. 

5. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of Subagents 
t be 20 two months from the commencement of this Act— o 

no person, unless he is the holder of a sub- 
licensed. 
cf. Act No. 7, 

agent's license, shall be or act as a subagent for 1935' s.  31' 
any licensed private inquiry agent; and 
no person shall be or act as a subagent for any 

	

25 	person who should be but is not the holder of a 
private inquiry agent's license. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply 
with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 

30 imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to 
both such penalty and imprisonment. 

6. (1) A license shall be in the form prescribed and Licenses. 
shall set forth the name, place of business and place of cf. Ibid. s. 6. 
abode of the person taking out the license. 

	

35 	(2). The fee payable for a license shall be such 
amount as may be prescribed. 

(3) 

• 
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Every license shall be taken out in the true 
name of the person applying for the license, and, if 
taken out in any other name, shall be void. 

A license, unless sooner cancelled, shall be in 
5 force for twelve months from the date of its issue. 

A license may be renewed, and on each renewal shall 
take effect for a further period of twelve months. 

7. (1) Every person who desires to obtain a license Application 
or renewal of license shall make application in the lif7ense. 10 prescribed form. • cf. Act No. 7, 

-Where the applicant resides in New South 1935' 8' 7. 
Wales the application shall be lodged with the clerk of 
the court of the petty sessions district within which the 
applicant proposes to carry on business or if there is 

15 more than one such court then with the clerk of the court 
within that district nearest to the place where the 
applicant proposes to carry on business. 

Where the applicant resides out of New South 
Wales the application shall be lodged with the clerk of 

20 any court of petty sessions. 
Upon the receipt of an application for the grant 

or the renewal of a license under this Act the clerk shall 
forthwith notify the officer in charge of police at the 
nearest police station who shall inquire into and report 

25 upon the character of the applicant. 
No application shall be heard until after the 

expiration of seven days after the lodging of the 
application. 

No application shall be heard except by a court 
30 of petty sessions holden before a stipendiary magistrate. 

Every application shall be heard in open court, 
and the consideration of the application shall be deemed 
to be a judicial proceeding. 

It shall be the duty of the court of petty 
35 sessions to refuse the grant or the renewal of a license 

if— 
(a) satisfactory evidence has not been produced of 

the good fame and character of the applicant; 
(b) 

• 
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satisfactory evidence has been produced that 
the applicant is not a fit and proper person to 
hold a license ; 
satisfactory evidence has not been produced that 

5 the applicant is of the age of twenty-one years 
or upwards ; 
the applicant has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment; 
the applicant is not a natural born or naturalised 

10 subject of Her Majesty; 
the applicant has not been continuously resi-
dent in Australia for the period of twelve 
months immediately preceding the making of 
the application; 

15 (g) the applicant is disqualified under this Act from 
holding a license. 

(9) Where the court grants an application for a 
license or renewal of a license the clerk of the court shall, 
on payment to him of the prescribed fee, issue the license. 

20 (10) In any case where satisfactory proof has been 
given of the loss or destruction of the original, a 
stipendiary magistrate may order the issue of a duplicate 
license subject to payment of the prescribed fee. 

The clerk of petty sessions shall within seven days Register to 
te

o 
 25 after the issue of a license or renewal thereof or after nikep by  

the cancellation thereof under this Act notify the Com- goner of 
missioner of Police of such issue or cancellation, and the mi".  
Commissioner of Police shall keep a register of all such ;f, 1935 xo. 
licenses and of all renewals and cancellations of licenses, 8.13. 

30 which register shall be available for perusal by any 
member of the public upon payment of the fee prescribed 
in that behalf. 

(1) Any licensed private inquiry agent or licensed canceua-
subagent may on the information of a member of the Loennosef. 

35 police force of or above the rank of sergeant be sum- c f. ibid.  
moned before a court of petty sessions holden before a ..14. 

stipendiary 
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stipendiary magistrate to show cause why his license 
should not be cancelled and why he should not be dis-
qualified either permanently or temporarily from holding 
a private inquiry agent's license or a subagent's license, 

5 as the case may be, on the ground— 

that he improperly obtained his license contrary 
to the provisions of this Act; 
that he is not a fit and proper person to continue 
any longer to hold a license; 

10 (c) that he has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment; or 

(d) that he has been guilty of such conduct as a 
private inquiry agent or, as the case may be, 
as a subagent as renders him unfit to continue 

15 any longer to hold a license. 

Upon being satisfied of the truth of any of the 
grounds aforesaid the court may order that such private 
inquiry agent's license or subagent's license be delivered 
up forthwith and cancelled and that such private inquiry 

20 agent or subagent be disqualified either permanently or 
for such period as the court specifies from holding a 
license under this Act whether as a private inquiry agent 
or as a subagent. 

;Where the court makes an order under this 
25 section or refuses any application under section seven of 

this Act, the private inquiry agent or subagent or the 
person making the application, as the case may be, may 
appeal in accordance with the rules of court to the 
District Court exercising jurisdiction in the district 

30 within which the court of petty sessions that made the 
order or refused the application is situated. 

Every such appeal shall be in the nature of a rehearing. 
Notice of appeal shall be given to such persons as may 

be prescribed by rules of court, or as the District Court 
35 may direct. 

10. 
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10. (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent and Registered 
every licensed subagent shall have a registered address address.  Act No. within New South Wales to which all communications and 1835,  
notices may be addressed. 	 s. 15. 

	

5 	(2) Notice of the registered address and of any 
change therein shall be lodged by the private inquiry 
agent or subagent, as the case may be, with the court 
from which the license issued within the prescribed time, 
and the clerk of such court shall record such notice and 

10 advise the Commissioner of Police who shall enter the 
address or the change therein in the register kept by 
him. 

(3) If any licensed private inquiry agent carries 
on business without complying with the requirements of 

15 this section he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
five pounds for every day during which he so carries on 
business; and if any licensed subagent acts as a subagent 
without complying with the provisions of this section he 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

	

20 	11. (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent shall 	Asti) 
paint or affix and keep painted or affixed on his place or nostUrn g  

g
es

o
s 

 places of business, so as to be easily read from outside plates f 
such place or places, his name and description as a etc. 
licensed private inquiry agent. 	 cf. Ibid. 

s. 16. 

	

25 	(2) Any person— 
who contravenes or fails to comply with any of 
the provisions of subsection one of this section; 
Or 

who, not being the holder of a private inquiry 

	

30 	agent's license, keeps up or exhibits on or near 
his office, house or place of business or exhibits 
anywhere or allows to remain unobliterated any 
sign, writing, painting or other mark implying 
that such office, house or place of business is 

	

35 	that of a person licensed to carry on the 
business of or to act as a private inquiry agent, 

shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
12. 
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Any private inquiry agent who by any wilfully miorepre-
false, misleading or deceptive statement, representation eat yin, 
or promise or by any wilful concealment of material fact, private 
induces or attempts to induce any person to enter into an ianglunitr.Y 

5 agreement or contract in connection with his business as d. Act No. 7, 
a private inquiry agent shall be guilty of an offence 1935, a. 21. 

against this Act. 

(1) If a private inquiry agent or subagent is Power of 
convicted in any court of any indictable offence or if in :oridt to 

10 any proceeding before a court in which any private private 
inquiry agent or subagent gives evidence the court is agent 
of opinion on the evidence given before it, whether that or subagent 
evidence is given by the private inquiry agent or sub- rum:wood 
agent or any other person, that such private inquiry un Lion 15 agent or subagent ought to be summoned before a court nine'. 
of petty sessions under section nine of this Act to show cf. Ibid. 

cause why his license should not be cancelled and why '23' 
he should not be disqualified either permanently or 
temporarily from holding a private inquiry agent's 

20 license or a subagent's license, as the case may be, the 
court before which he is so convicted or gives evidence, 
as the case may be, may order— 

(a) that his license be suspended for a period not 
exceeding twenty-eight days ; and 

25 	(b) that he deliver up his license to the court within 
such time as may be specified in the order for 
transmission to the Commissioner of Police. 

Any private inquiry agent or subagent who 
fails to comply with an order made under paragraph (b) 

30 of subsection one of this section shall be guilty of an 
offence against this Act. 

The clerk of the court shall forthwith trans-
mit to the Commissioner of Police— 

(a) a copy of any such order; and 
35 	(b) upon the delivery up to the court of a license 

pursuant to any such order, the license so 
delivered up. 

The 
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The Commissioner of Police shall retain any license so 
delivered up during the period for which it is suspended 
under subsection one or five of this section. 

The Commissioner of Police- 

	

5 	(a) shall forthwith upon the receipt of such copy 
cause the fact of such suspension to be noted in 
the register kept by him under this Act; and 

(b) shall, as soon as practicable thereafter, cause the 
private inquiry agent or subagent, as the case 

	

10 	may be, to be summoned before a court of petty 
sessions under section nine of this Act to show 
cause why his license should not be cancelled 
and why he should not be disqualified either 
permanently or temporarily from holding a 

	

15 	private inquiry agent's license or subagent's 
license, as the case may be. 

Where the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, is so summoned during the period for 
which his license is suspended under subsection one of 

20 this section, the court before which the proceedings are 
taken may, if those proceedings are not concluded before 
the expiration of the period for which his license was 
suspended under that subsection, order that the license 
be further suspended until the conclusion of those 

25 proceedings. 

During the period for which a private in-
quiry agent's license or subagent's license is suspended 
under this section, the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, shall be deemed not to be the holder 

30 of a license under this Act. 

Notice of any order made under subsection 
one or five of this section shall be served upon the private 
inquiry agent or subagent concerned by the clerk of the 
court that made the order by forwarding a copy thereof 

35 by post to his registered address. 
14. 
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(b) any person who is for the time being disqualified 
under this Act from holding a private inquiry 
agent's license or a subagent's license, or whose 
application for a private inquiry agent's license 

10 

	

	or subagent's license has been refused, unless 
such an application has been subsequently 
granted. 

Subject to this section no such person shall 
participate or be in any way concerned in the business 

15 of a licensed private inquiry agent or in the work of a 
licensed subagent. 

Any licensed private inquiry agent or any 
person aforesaid who contravenes or fails to comply with 
any of the provisions of this section shall be liable for 

20 every such offence to a penalty of not less than five 
pounds and not more than one hundred pounds. 

When in any proceedings under this Act or the 
regulations against any person it is alleged in the infor-
mation that such person is not the holder of a private 

25 inquiry agent's license or, as the case may be, of a sub-
agent's license, it shall in the absence of proof to the 
contrary be presumed that such person is not the holder 
of such a license. 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed as requir- 
30 ing any licensed subagent, so far as he performs for any 

licensed private inquiry agent any of the functions of a 
private inquiry agent and is duly authorised thereunto 
by such private inquiry agent, to hold a private inquiry 
agent's license under this Act, or as requiring any 

35 licensed private inquiry agent to hold a subagent's license 
under this Act. 

 

Burden of 
proof. 
cf. Ibid. 
s. 26. 

Saving as 
to licensed 
subagents, 
etc. 
cf. Ibid. 
s. 33. 

14. (1) A licensed private inquiry agent shall not Certain 
rsons not knowingly employ in any way whatever in connection to 

pe 
 be 

with his business— 	 employed 
by 

(a) as a subagent any person who is not a licensed private 
5 	subagent; or 	 inquiry 

agents. 
of.Act No.7 , 
1935, s. 25. 
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Any private inquiry agent or subagent who lets Private 
out, hires or lends his license to any other person or iangetigi. 
permits any other person to use his license shall be guilty subagentt 	not 
of an offence against this Act, and on conviction for such hi:peel:11  

5 offence and in addition to any penalty therefor his cf. Act No. 7, 
license shall thereupon become absolutely void and shall 1935, g• 37.  
be delivered up to the court and cancelled. 

Subject to this Act no person shall be entitled Unlicensed 
priv

u
te to bring any proceeding in any court to recover any 

10 commission, fee, gain or reward for any service done InaggenitrYnr 
or performed by him as a private inquiry agent or not 

tatgent 

subagent after the expiration of two months from the recover 
commencement of this Act unless he was the holder of a fee' 
private inquiry agent's license or of a subagent's license, 8.3Sbul• 

15 as the case may be, at the time of doing or performing 
such service. 

Any person who in any application made pur- 
p
m
F :S

a

t: 
suant to this Act makes any statement which is not 
correct or furnishes any particulars which are not correct in applies- 

20 or knowingly omits to furnish any particulars required ti"s• 
to be furnished by or under this Act shall be liable to a s. 39. 

Ibid. 

penalty not exceeding fifty pounds. 
(1) In any proceedings taken by a private inquiry Excessive 

agent for the recovery of money under an agreement cmh aa  yrges 
be 

25 for services rendered in his capacity as such agent or reduced. 
in any proceedings instituted under subsection three of 
this section, if it appears to the court that the amount 
charged directly or indirectly under the agreement by 
the private inquiry agent in respect of the services 

30 rendered by him is excessive the court may reopen the 
transaction. 

(2) The court reopening any transaction under 
this section may, notwithstanding any statement or 
settlement of accounts, reopen any account already taken 

35 between the parties and relieve the private inquiry 
agent's client (or any guarantor of that client) of any 
liability in excess of such sum as the court adjudges to 
be fairly and reasonably payable for the services 
rendered by the private inquiry agent (including any 

expenses 
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expenses reasonably and necessarily incurred), and may 
set aside, either wholly or in part, or revise, or alter 
any agreement made or security given in connection with 
the transaction, and may give a verdict or judgment for 

5 any party for such amount as, having regard to the relief, 
if any, that the court thinks fit to grant, is justly due to 
that party. 

(3) Proceedings may be instituted under this 
subsection by the client of a private inquiry agent for the 

10 purpose of obtaining relief under this section. 
In any such proceedings the court shall have and may 

exercise all or any of the powers conferred by subsec-
tions one and two of this section. 

21. (1) No proceedings relating to an agreement Jurisdiction 
15 between a private inquiry agent and any other person for of re IT; s 

the rendering of services by the private inquiry agent in sessions. 
his capacity as such agent shall be brought or taken in a 
court of petty sessions other than a court of petty 
sessions holden before a stipendiary magistrate sitting 

20 alone. 

A court of petty sessions holden before a 
stipendiary magistrate sitting alone shall, in addition to 
the jurisdiction that might be exercised by it if this 
section had not been enacted, have jurisdiction in respect 

25 of proceedings relating to an agreement between a private 
inquiry agent and any other person for the rendering of 
services by the private inquiry agent in his capacity as 
such agent in all cases in which the amount charged 
directly or indirectly under the agreement by the private 

30 inquiry agent in respect of the services rendered by him 
does not exceed two hundred and fifty pounds. 

The costs of any proceedings relating to any 
such agreement as is referred to in subsection one of this 
section that are brought or taken in a court of petty 

35 sessions shall be in the discretion of the court, and the 
court, when allowing any costs to any party in those 
proceedings, may assess the amount thereof. 

Any 
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Any order made under the authority of this Act for 
the payment of money or of costs by a court of petty 
sessions shall operate as an order for the payment of 
money under the Small Debts Recovery Act, 1912, and be 

5 enforceable as such under the provisions of that Act. 

This subsestion shall not be construed so as to affect in 
any way the jurisdiction of any other court in relation to 
costs. 

24: 22. (1) Every person who contravenes or fails to Offences 
10 comply with any of the provisions of this Act shall be against

e At.  guilty of an offence against this Act. 

Where no penalty is specially provided for 
any offence against this Act any person guilty of such 
offence shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one 

15 hundred pounds. 

All proceedings for offences against this 
Act or the regulations shall be disposed of summarily 
before a court of petty sessions holden before a 
stipendiary magistrate. 

20 	247 23. Any private inquiry agent who publishes Publication 
(whether in a newspaper or otherwise) any advertisement :Liaraec relating to or in connection with his business without of businessp e  
specifying therein his name as a licensed private inquiry iaa m

a v
e
e
n
r
t
-
s 

 
agent and his registered address shall be guilty of an cf 

e
. Act No.. 25 offence against this Act. 	 7, 1935, 

s. 41. 

a& 24. (1)The Governor may make regulations not Regulations. 
inconsistent with this Act for or with respect to— 

(a) prescribing any forms to be used under this 
Act; 

30 	(b) prescribing the fee for a private inquiry agent's 
license and the fee for a subagent's license; 

(c) the procedure on applications and other pro- 
ceedings under this Act; 

(d) 
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exempting any class of persons from the opera-
tion of this Act and prescribing the extent of 
such exemptions and specifying the provisions 
(if any) of this Act which are to apply to any 

	

5 	class of persons so exempted; and 
generally, prescribing all matters which by this 
Act are required or permitted to be prescribed 
or which are necessary or convenient to be 
prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to 

	

10 	this Act. 
The regulations may prescribe penalties 

not exceeding fifty pounds for any breach thereof. 
All regulations shall-- 

(a) be published in the Gazette; 

	

15 	(b) take effect from the date of publication or from 
a later date specified in the regulations; and 

(c) be laid before both Houses of Parliament within 
fourteen sitting days after the publication 
thereof if Parliament is then in session, and, 

	

20 	if not, then within fourteen sitting days after 
the commencement of the next session. 

If either House of Parliament passes a resolution of 
which notice has been given at any time within fifteen 
sitting days after such regulations have been laid before 

25 such House disallowing any regulation or part thereof, 
such regulation or part shall thereupon cease to have 
effect. 

Sydney: A. H. Pettifer, Government Printer-1955. 
[ls. 6d.] 
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Act No. , 1955. 

An Act to provide for the licensing and control 
of private inquiry agents and their 
subagents ; and for purposes connected 
therewith. 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with. the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 

5 the same, as follows :- 

1.  (1) This Act may  be cited as the "Private Inquiry Short title 
Agents Act, 1955." and cement. 

(2) (2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be 
appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 

10 published in the Gazette. 
90079 95- 2. 

NOTE.—The words to be omitted are ruled through; those to be inserted are 
printed in black letter. 
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2. In this Act unless the context or subject matter Interpreta-
otherwise indicates or requires— tion. 

"License" means a private inquiry agent's license 
or a subagent's license, as the case may be. 

	

5 	"Licensed private inquiry agent" means the holder 
of a private inquiry agent's license. 

"Licensed subagent" means the holder of a sub-
agent's license. 

"Prescribed" means prescribed by this Act or the 

	

10 	regulations. 

"Private inquiry agent" means any person (whether 
or not he carries on any other business) who 
exercises or carries on or advertises or notifies 
or states that he exercises or carries on or that 

	

15 	he is willing to exercise or carry on or in any 
way holds himself out to the public as ready to 
undertake any of the following functions, 
namely :— 

obtaining and furnishing information 

	

20 	 as to the personal character or actions 
of any person or as to the character 
or nature of the business or occupation 
of any person; 
searching for missing persons; or 

	

25 	 (c) furnishing guards or watchmen, 

on behalf of any other person and for or in 
consideration of any payment or other 
remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise). 

"Private inquiry agent's license" means a valid 

	

30 	and unexpired private inquiry agent's license 
or renewed license issued under this Act. 

"Register" means the register mentioned in section 
eight of this Act. 

Registered 
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"Registered address", in relation to a private 
inquiry agent or subagent, means the address 
that is for the time being entered in the register 
in respect of the private inquiry agent or 

	

5 	subagent, as the case may be. 
"Regulations" means regulations made under this 

Act. 
"Subagent" means any person in the direct employ 

of or acting for or by arrangement with a 

	

10 	private inquiry agent who performs for such 
private inquiry agent any of the functions of 
a private inquiry agent as defined by this Act 
whether his remuneration is by way of salary, 
wages, commission or otherwise. 

	

15 	"Subagent's license" means a valid and unexpired 
subagent's license or renewed license issued 
under this Act. 

3. (1) This Act shall not be construed as requiring— Act not 
any member of the police force of the Common- Itclliiretale 

	

20 	wealth or this State or any other State or persons. 
territory of the Commonwealth or any other 
part of Her Majesty's dominions or any peace 
officer appointed under the Peace Officers Act 
1925 of the Parliament of the Commonwealth in 

	

25 	the exercise of his functions as such member 
or peace officer; 
any member of the Defence Forces of the 
Commonwealth in the exercise of his functions 
as such member; 
any officer or employee of— 

the Crown in right of the Common-
wealth or of this State; 
any responsible Minister of the Crown 
whether a Minister of the Common-
wealth or of this State ; or 
any Government Department of the 
Commonwealth or of this State, 

in 

30 	(c) 

35 
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in the exercise of his functions as such officer or 
employee; 

any solicitor acting in the ordinary course of 
his profession or any solicitor's clerk acting in 

5 the ordinary course of his master solicitor's 
profession; 

any person bona fide carrying on the business 
of insurance or of an insurance adjustment 
agency or any employee or agent of such a 

10 person in the exercise of his functions as such 
employee or agent; 

any inspector, guard, watchman, or other person 
employed to do inspecting, guarding, watching, 
or inquiry work for one employer only (such 

15 employer not being a private inquiry agent) in 
respect of inspecting, guarding, watching or 
inquiry work done for that employer for the 
protection of persons or property or arising out 
of the functions or business exercised or carried 

20 on by that employer, 

to hold a license under this Act. 

The fact that any person carries on the 
business of obtaining or furnishing information as to the 
financial rating or standing of any person shall not of 

25 itself require the person carrying on that business or any 
employee or agent of that person to hold a license under 
this Act. 

The Governor may by regulations— 

exempt to the extent prescribed any class of 
30 persons from the operation of this Act; and 

specify what provisions, if any, of this Act and 
the regulations are, with such modifications as 
are necessary or seem desirable, to apply to any 
class of persons so exempted. 

4. 



Act No. , 1955. 	 5 

Private Inquiry Agents. 

4. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of two No person 
months from the commencement of this Act no person los 

 act  
shall— 	 private 

inquiry y exercise or carry on or advertise, notify or state agent 
 

 

	

5 	that he exercises or carries on or is willing to awiticente. 
exercise or carry on the business of or shall act 
as a private inquiry agent; or 
in any way hold himself out to the public as 
ready to undertake for payment or other 

	

10 	remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise) 
any of the functions of a private inquiry agent, 

unless he is the holder of a private inquiry agent's 
license. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply 
15 with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable 

to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or 
to both such penalty and imprisonment. 

5. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of Subagents 

	

20 	two months from the commencement of this Act— 	to 
ns  

be 
liceed. 

no person, unless he is the holder of a sub- cf. Act No. 7. 
agent's license, shall be or act as a subagent for 1935' a. 31. 
any licensed private inquiry agent; and 
no person shall be or act as a subagent for any 

	

25 	person who should be but is not the holder of a 
private inquiry agent's license. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply 
with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 

30 imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to 
both such penalty and imprisonment. 

6. (1) A license shall be in the form prescribed and Licenses. 
shall set forth the name, place of business and place of cf. Ibid. a. 8. 
abode of the person taking out the license. 

	

35 	(2) The fee payable for a license shall be such 
amount as may be prescribed. 

(3) 
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Every license shall be taken out in the true 
name of the person applying for the license, and, if 
taken out in any other name, shall be void. 

A license, unless sooner cancelled, shall be in 
5 force for twelve months from the date of its issue. 

A license may be renewed, and on each renewal shall 
take effect for a further period of twelve months. . 

7. (1) Every person who desires to obtain a license App 
or renewal of license shall make application in the license. 

10 prescribed form. cf. Act No. 7, 
Where the applicant resides in New South 3985' e* 7' 

Wales the application shall be lodged with the clerk of 
the court of the petty sessions district within which the 
applicant proposes to carry on business or if there is 

15 more than one such court then with the clerk of the court 
within that district nearest to the place where the 
applicant proposes to carry on business. 

Where the applicant resides out of New South 
Wales the application shall be lodged with the clerk of 

20 any court of petty sessions. 
Upon the receipt of an application for the grant 

or the renewal of a license under this Act the clerk shall 
forthwith notify the officer in charge of police at the 
nearest police station who shall inquire into and report 

25 upon the character of the applicant. 
No application shall be heard until after the 

expiration of seven days after the lodging of the 
application. 

No application shall be heard except by a court 
80 of petty sessions holden before a stipendiary magistrate. 

Every application shall be heard in open court, 
and the consideration of the application shall be deemed 
to be a judicial proceeding. 

It shall be the duty of the court of petty 
35 sessions to refuse the grant or the renewal of a license 

if— 
(a) satisfactory evidence has not been produced of 

the good fame and character of the applicant; 
(b) 
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satisfactory evidence has been produced that 
the applicant is not a fit and proper person to 
hold a license ; 
satisfactory evidence has not been produced that 

5 the applicant is of the age of twenty-one years 
or upwards ; 
the applicant has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment ; 
the applicant is not a natural born or naturalised 

10 subject of Her Majesty; 
the applicant has not been continuously resi-
dent in Australia for the period of twelve 
months immediately preceding the making of 
the application ; 

15 (g) the applicant is disqualified under this Act from 
holding a license. 

(9) Where the court grants an application for a 
license or renewal of a license the clerk of the court shall, 
on payment to him of the prescribed fee, issue the license. 

20 (10) In any case where satisfactory proof has been 
given of the loss or destruction of the original, a 
stipendiary magistrate may order the issue of a duplicate 
license subject to payment of the prescribed fee. 

The clerk of petty sessions shall within seven days Register to 
25 after the issue of a license or renewal thereof or after tn

kep by  
the cancellation thereof under this Act notify the Corn- sioner of 

PfAce. missioner of Police of such issue or cancellation, and the oh 

Commissioner of Police shall keep a register of all such ;,.,9g, No. 
licenses and of all renewals and cancellations of licenses, 8.13.  

30 which register shall be available for perusal by any 
member of the public upon payment of the fee prescribed 
in that behalf. 

(1) Any licensed private inquiry agent or licensed ganceRa-
subagent may on the information of a member of the ticoennosef. 

35 police force of or above the rank of sergeant be sum- ef. 
moned before a court of petty sessions holden before a a. 14-

stipendiary 
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stipendiary magistrate to show cause why his license 
should not be cancelled and why he should not be dis-
qualified either permanently or temporarily from holding 
a private inquiry agent's license or a subagent's license, 

5 as the case may be, on the ground— 

that he improperly obtained his license contrary 
to the provisions of this Act; 
that he is not a fit and proper person to continue 
any longer to hold a license ; 

10 	(c) that he has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment; or 

(d) that he has been guilty of such conduct as a 
private inquiry agent or, as the case may be, 
as a subagent as renders him unfit to continue 

15 	any longer to hold a license. 

Upon being satisfied of the truth of any of the 
grounds aforesaid the court may order that such private 
inquiry agent's license or subagent's license be delivered 
up forthwith and cancelled and that such private inquiry 

20 agent or subagent be disqualified either permanently or 
for such period as the court specifies from holding a 
license under this Act whether as a private inquiry agent 
or as a subagent. 

Where the court makes an order under this 
25 section or refuses any application under section seven of 

this Act, the private inquiry agent or subagent or the 
person making the application, as the case may be, may 
appeal in accordance with the rules of court to the 
District Court exercising jurisdiction in the district 

30 within which the court of petty sessions that made the 
order or refused the application is situated. 

Every such appeal shall be in the nature of a rehearing. 
Notice of appeal shall be given to such persons as may 

be prescribed by rules of court, or as the District Court 
35 may direct, 

10. 
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10. (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent and Registered address. every licensed subagent shall have a registered address a A 4. N. 

within New South Wales to which all communications and ;` ,11 °.  
notices may be addressed. 	 8. 15. 

	

5 	(2) Notice of the registered address and of any 
change therein shall be lodged by the private inquiry 
agent or subagent, as the case may be, with the court 
from which the license issued within the prescribed time, 
and the clerk of such court shall record such notice and 

10 advise the Commissioner of Police who shall enter the 
address or the change therein in the register kept by 
him. 

(3) If any licensed private inquiry agent carries 
on business without complying with the requirements of 

15 this section he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
five pounds for every day during which he so carries on 
business; and if any licensed subagent acts as a subagent 
without complying with the provisions of this section he 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

	

20 	11. (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent shall 	As to 
paint or affix and keep painted or affixed on his place or noticeyoinng 
places of business, so as to be easily read from outside places of 

business, such place or places, his name and description as a etc. 
licensed private inquiry agent. 

sc.f  its! id' 
(2) Any person— 

who contravenes or fails to comply with any of 
the provisions of subsection one of this section; 
or 
who, not being the holder of a private inquiry 

	

30 	agent's license, keeps up or exhibits on or near 
his office, house or place of business or exhibits 
anywhere or allows to remain unobliterated any 
sign, writing, painting or other mark implying 
that such office, house or place of business is 

	

35 	that of a person licensed to carry on the 
business of or to act as a private inquiry agent, 

shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
12. 

25 
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12. Any private inquiry agent who by any wilfully misrepre-
false, misleading or deceptive statement, representation estcn.tton, 
or promise or by any wilful concealment of material fact, private 

induces or attempts to induce any person to enter into an agentY  
5 agreement or contract in connection with his business as cf. Act No. 7, 

a private inquiry agent shall be guilty of an offence 1935, s. 21. 

against this Act. 

13. (1) If a private inquiry agent or subagent is 
convicted in any court of any indictable offence or if in 

10 any proceeding before a court in which any private 
inquiry agent or subagent gives evidence the court is 
of opinion on the evidence given before it, whether that 
evidence is given by the private inquiry agent or sub-
agent or any other person, that such private inquiry 

15 agent or subagent ought to be summoned before a court 
of petty sessions under section nine of this Act to show 
cause why his license should not be cancelled and why 
he should not be disqualified either permanently or 
temporarily from holding a private inquiry agent's 

20 license or a subagent's license, as the case may be, the 
court before which he is so convicted or gives evidence, 
as the case may be, may order— 

(a) that his license be suspended for a period not 
exceeding twenty-eight days; and 

25 	(b) that he deliver up his license to the court within 
such time as may be specified in the order for 
transmission to the Commissioner of Police. 

Any private inquiry agent or subagent who 
fails to comply with an order made under paragraph (b) 

30 of subsection one of this section shall be guilty of an 
offence against this Act. 

The clerk of the court shall forthwith trans-
mit to the Commissioner of Police— 

(a) a copy of any such order; and 
35 	(b) upon the delivery up to the court of a license 

pursuant to any such order, the license so 
delivered up. 

The 

Power of 
court to 
order 
private 
inquiry 
agent 
or subagent 
to be 
summoned 
under 
section 
nine. 
cf. Ibid. 
s. 23. 
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The Commissioner of Police shall retain any license so 
delivered up during the period for which it is suspended 
under subsection one or five of this section. 

The Commissioner of Police- 

	

5 	(a) shall forthwith upon the receipt of such copy 
cause the fact of such suspension to be noted in 
the register kept by him under this Act; and 

(b) shall, as soon as practicable thereafter, cause the 
private inquiry agent or subagent, as the case 

	

10 	may be, to be summoned before a court of petty 
sessions under section nine of this Act to show 
cause why his license should not be cancelled 
and why he should not be disqualified either 
permanently or temporarily from holding a 

	

15 	private inquiry agent's license or subagent's 
license, as the case may be. 

Where the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, is so summoned during the period for 
which his license is suspended under subsection one of 

20 this section, the court before which the proceedings are 
taken may, if those proceedings are not concluded before 
the expiration of the period for which his license was 
suspended under that subsection, order that the license 
be further suspended until the conclusion of those 

25 proceedings. 

During the period for which a private in-
quiry agent's license or subagent's license is suspended 
under this section, the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, shall be deemed not to be the holder 

30 of a license under this Act. 

Notice of any order made under subsection 
one or five of this section shall be served upon the private 
inquiry agent or subagent concerned by the clerk of the 
court that made the order by forwarding a copy thereof 

35 by post to his registered address. 
14. 
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14. (1) A licensed private inquiry agent shall not certain 
knowingly employ in any way whatever in connection persons not

to be with his business— 	 employed 
by 

as a subagent any person who is not a licensed pitnaTed  

	

5 	subagent; or 	 inquiry 
agents. 
1f9. 

3A
5 e

s
t
. 
 No. 7, any person who is for the time being disqualified 

under this Act from holding a private inquiry 
agent's license or a subagent's license, or whose 
application for a private inquiry agent's license 

	

10 	or subagent's license has been refused, unless 
such an application has been subsequently 
granted. 

Subject to this section no such person shall 
participate or be in any way concerned in the business 

15 of a licensed private inquiry agent or in the work. of a 
licensed subagent. 

Any licensed private inquiry agent or any 
person aforesaid who contravenes or fails to comply with 
any of the provisions of this section shall be liable for 

20 every such offence to a penalty of not less than five 
pounds and not more than one hundred pounds. 

15. When in any proceedings under this Act or the Burden of 
regulations against any person it is alleged in the infor_ proof: 

mation that such person is not the holder of a private esf.2/6b.td. 
25 inquiry agent's license or, as the case may be, of a sub-

agent's license, it shall in the absence of proof to the 
contrary be presumed that such person is not the holder 
of such a license. 

16. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as requir- Saving as 
30 ing any licensed subagent, so far as he performs for any sub genie 

licensed private inquiry agent any of the functions of a etc. 
Private inquiry agent and is duly authorised thereunto cf. Ibid. 
by such private inquiry agent, to hold a private inquiry' 33' 
agent's license under this Act, or as requiring any 

35 licensed private inquiry agent to hold a subagent's license 
under this Act. 

17. 
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Any private inquiry agent or subagent who lets Private 
out, hires or lends his license to any other person or I. langunt u 3•_ r 
permits any other person to use his license shall be guilty subagent not 
of an offence against this Act, and on conviction for such hsense  

5 offence and in addition to any penalty therefor his cf. Act No. 7, 
license shall thereupon become absolutely void and shall 1935, 0. 37. 
be delivered up to the court and cancelled. 

Subject to this Act no person shall be entitled Unlicensed 
vate to bring any proceeding in any court to recover any p 

agent o r 
 10 commission, fee, gain or reward for any service done Ing

ri
gry 

net 
 eor 

or performed by him as a private inquiry agent or subagent  

subagent after the expiration of two months from the recover 
commencement of this Act unless he was the holder of a fee. 

3 private inquiry agent's license or of a subagent's license, esf/8bici.  
15 as the case may be, at the time of doing or performing • • 

such service. 
Any person who in any application made pur- Furnishing 

incorrect suant to this Act makes any statement which is not  
ra pip

e liefla_B correct or furnishes any particulars which are not correct 
20 or knowingly omits to furnish any particulars required tions. 

to be furnished by or under this Act shall be liable to a :Yobia• 
penalty not exceeding fifty pounds. 

20. (1) In any proceedings taken by a private inquiry Excessive 
charges 

be for the recovery of money under an agreement arg 

25 for services rendered in his capacity as such agent or redYuced. 
in any proceedings instituted under subsection three of 
this section, if it appears to the court that the amount 
charged directly or indirectly under the agreement by 
the private inquiry agent in respect of the services 

30 rendered by him is excessive the court may reopen the 
transaction. • 

(2) The court reopening any transaction under 
this section may, notwithstanding any statement or 
settlement of accounts, reopen any account already taken 

35 between the parties and relieve the private inquiry 
agent's client (or any guarantor of that client) of any 
liability in excess of such sum as the court adjudges to 
be fairly and reasonably payable for the services 
rendered by the private inquiry agent (including any 

expenses 
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expenses reasonably and necessarily incurred), and may 
set aside, either wholly or in part, or revise, or alter 
any agreement made or security given in connection with 
the transaction, and may give a verdict or judgment for 

5 any party for such amount as, having regard to the relief, 
if any, that the court thinks fit to grant, is justly due to 
that party. 

(3) Proceedings may be instituted under this 
subsection by the client of a private inquiry agent for the 

10 purpose of obtaining relief under this section. 
In any such proceedings the court shall have and may 

exercise all or any of the powers conferred by subsec-
tions one and two of this section. 

21. (1) No proceedings relating to an agreement Jurisdiction 
15 between a private inquiry agent and any other person for .1;3str 

the rendering of services by the private inquiry agent in s"s'''' 
his capacity as such agent shall be brought or taken in a 
court of petty sessions other than a court of petty 
sessions holden before a stipendiary magistrate sitting 

20 alone. 

A court of petty sessions holden before a 
stipendiary magistrate sitting alone shall, in addition to 
the jurisdiction that might be exercised by it if this 
section had not been enacted, have jurisdiction in respect 

25 of proceedings relating to an agreement between a private 
inquiry agent and any other person for the rendering of 
services by the private inquiry agent in his capacity as 
such agent in all cases in which the amount charged 
directly or indirectly under the agreement by the private 

30 inquiry agent in respect of the services rendered by him 
does not exceed two hundred and fifty pounds. 

The costs of any proceedings relating to any 
such agreement as is referred to in subsection one of this 
section that are brought or taken in a court of petty 

35 sessions shall be in the discretion of the court, and the 
court, when allowing any costs to any party in those 
proceedings, may assess the amount thereof. 

Any 
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Any order made under the authority of this Act for 
the payment of money or of costs by a court of petty 
sessions shall operate as an order for the payment of 
money under the Small Debts Recovery Act, 1912, and be 

5 enforceable as such under the provisions of that Act. 

This subsection shall not be construed so as to affect in 
any way the jurisdiction of any other court in relation to 
costs. 

247 22. (1) Every person who contravenes or fails to Offences  

Act. 10 comply with any of the provisions of this Act shall be a  
guilty of an offence against this Act. 

Where no penalty is specially provided for 
any offence against this Act any person guilty of such 
offence shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one 

15 hundred pounds. 

All proceedings for offences against this 
Act or the regulations shall be disposed of summarily 
before a court of petty sessions holden before a 
stipendiary magistrate. 

20 	247 23. Any private inquiry agent who publishes Publication 
(whether in a newspaper or otherwise) any advertisement of dname 

relating to or in connection with his business without of business 
Place

ines s 
inver tad- specifying therein his name as a licensed private inquiry 

agent and his registered address shall be guilty of an cifseAmeetn No.  
25 offence against this Act. 	 7, 1935, 

s. 41. 

24: 24. (1) The Governor may make regulations not Regulations. 
inconsistent with this Act for or with respect to— 

(a) prescribing any forms to be used under this 
Act; 

30 	(b) prescribing the fee for a private inquiry agent's 
license and the fee for a subagent's license; 

(c) the procedure on applications and other pro- 
ceedings under this Act; 

(d) 
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exempting any class of persons from the opera-
tion of this Act and prescribing the extent of 
such exemptions and specifying the provisions 
(if any) of this Act which are to apply to any 

	

5 	class of persons so exempted; and 
generally, prescribing all matters which by this 
Act are required or permitted to be prescribed 
or which are necessary or convenient to be 
prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to 

	

10 	this Act. 
The regulations may prescribe penalties 

not exceeding fifty pounds for any breach thereof. 
All regulations shall— 

(a) be published in the Gazette; 

	

15 	(b) take effect from the date of publication or from 
a later date specified in the regulations; and 

(c) be laid before both Houses of Parliament within 
fourteen sitting days after the publication 
thereof if Parliament is then in session, and, 

	

20 	if not, then within fourteen sitting days after 
the commencement of the next session. 

If either House of Parliament passes a resolution of 
which notice has been given at any time within fifteen 
sitting days after such regulations have been laid before 

25 such House disallowing any regulation or part thereof, 
such regulation or part shall thereupon cease to have 
effect. 

Sydney: A. H. Pettifer, Government Printer-1955 
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Act No. , 1955. 

An Act to provide for the licensing and control 
of private inquiry agents and their 
subagents ; and for purposes connected 
therewith. 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 

5 the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Private Inquiry Short title 

Agents Act, 1955." men cement. 
(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be 

appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 
10 published in the Gazette. 

90079 95— 2. 

t 
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2. In this Act unless the context or subject matter Interpreta-
otherwise indicates or requires— tion. 

"License" means a private inquiry agent's license 
or a subagent's license, as the case may be. 

"Licensed private inquiry agent" means the holder 
of a private inquiry agent's license. 

"Licensed subagent" means the holder of a sub-
agent's license. 

"Prescribed" means prescribed by this Act or the 
10 	regulations. 

"Private inquiry agent" means any pergon (whether 
or not he carries on any other business) who 
exercises or carries on or advertises or notifies 
or states that he exercises or carries on or that 

15 	he is willing to exercise or carry on or in any 
way holds himself out to the public as ready to 
undertake any of the following functions, 
namely 

obtaining and furnishing information 
20 	 as to the personal character or actions 

of any person or as to the character 
or nature of the business or occupation 
of any person; 
searching for missing persons; or 

25 	 (c) furnishing guards or watchmen, 

on behalf of any other person and for or in 
consideration of any payment or other 
remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise). 

"Private inquiry agent's license" means a valid 
30 	and unexpired private inquiry agent's license 

or renewed license issued under this Act. 

"Register" means the register mentioned in section 
eight of this Act. 

"Registered 
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"Registered address", in relation to a private 
inquiry agent or subagent, means the address 
that is for the time being entered in the register 
in respect of the private inquiry agent or 

5 subagent, as the case may be. 
"Regulations" means regulations made under this 

Act. 
"Subagent" means any person in the direct employ 

of or acting for or by arrangement with a 
10 private inquiry agent who performs for such 

private inquiry agent any of the functions of 
a private inquiry agent as defined by this Act 
whether his remuneration is by way of salary, 
wages, commission or otherwise. 

15 "Subagent's license" means a valid and unexpired 
subagent's license or renewed license issued 
under this Act. 

3. (1) This Act shall not be construed as requiring— Act not 

any member of the police force of the Common- 11v:tali% ain 

20 wealth or this State or any other State or persons. 

territory of the Commonwealth or any other 
part of Her Majesty's dominions or any peace 
officer appointed under the Peace Officers Act 
1925 of the Parliament of the Commonwealth in 

25 the exercise of his functions as such member 
or peace officer; 
any member of the Defence Forces of the 
Commonwealth in the exercise of his functions 
as such member; 
any officer or employee of— 

the Crown in right of the Common-
wealth or of this State; 
any responsible Minister of the Crown 
whether a Minister of the Common- 

35 wealth or of this State; or 
any Government Department of the 
Commonwealth or of this State, 

in 

30 (c) 
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in the exercise of his functions as such officer or 
employee; 

any solicitor acting in the ordinary course of 
his profession or any solicitor's clerk acting in 

5 the ordinary course of his master solicitor's 
profession; 

any person bona fide carrying an the business 
of insurance or of an insurance adjustment 
agency or any employee or agent of such a 

10 person in the exercise of his functions as such 
employee or agent; 

any inspector, guard, watchman, or other person 
employed to do inspecting, guarding, watching, 
or inquiry work for one employer only (such 

15 employer not being a private inquiry agent) in 
respect of inspecting, guarding, watching or 
inquiry work done for that employer for the 
protection of persons or property or arising out 
of the functions or business exercised or carried 

20 on by that employer, 

to hold a license under this Act. 

The fact that any person carries on the 
business of obtaining or furnishing information as to the 
financial rating or standing of any person shall not of 

25 itself require the person carrying on that business or any 
employee or agent of that person to hold a license under 
this Act. 

The Governor may by regulations— 

exempt to the extent prescribed any class of 
30 persons from the operation of this Act ; and 

specify what provisions, if any, of this Act and 
the regulations are, with such modifications as 
are necessary or seem desirable, to apply to any 
class of persons so exempted. 

4. 
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4. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of two No person months from the commencement of this Act no person r act  shall— 	 private
n 

 
a 

 gcl
e
v y (a) exercise or carry on or advertise, notify or state 5 	that he exercises or carries on or is willing to a ?Lunt

. e 
 

exercise or carry on the business of or shall act 
as a private inquiry agent; or 

(b) in any way hold himself out to the public as 
ready to undertake for payment or other 10 	remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise) 
any of the functions of a private inquiry agent, 

unless he is the holder of a private inquiry agent's license. 
(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply 15 with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to both such penalty and imprisonment. 

5. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of Subagents 20 two months from the commencement of this Act— 	to be 
licensed. no person, unless he is the holder of a sub- cf. Act No. 7, 

agent's license, shall be or act as a subagent for 1935, s. 31. 
any licensed private inquiry agent; and 
no person shall be or act as a subagent for any 25 	person who should be but is not the holder of a 
private inquiry agent's license. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 30 imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to both such penalty and imprisonment. 
6. (1) A license shall be in the form prescribed and Licenses. shall set forth the name, place of business and place of cf. Ibid. u. 6. 

abode of the person taking out the license. 
35 	(2) The: fee payable for a license shall be such amount as may be prescribed. 

(3) 
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Every license shall be taken out in the true 
name of the person applying for the license, and, if 
taken out in any other name, shall be void. 

A license, unless sooner cancelled, shall be in 
5 force for twelve months from the date of its issue. 

A license may be renewed, and on each renewal shall 
take effect for a further period of twelve months. 

7. (1) Every person who desires to obtain a license Application 

or renewal of license shall make application in the 
10 prescribed form. d. Act No. 7, 

Where the applicant resides in New South 1935,..7. 
Wales the application shall be lodged with the clerk of 
the court of the petty sessions district within which the 
applicant proposes to carry on business or if there is 

15 more than one such court then with the clerk of the court 
within that district nearest to the place where the 
applicant proposes to carry on business. 

Where the applicant resides out of New South 
Wales the application shall be lodged with the clerk of 

20 any court of petty sessions. 
Upon the receipt of an application for the grant 

or the renewal of a license under this Act the clerk shall 
forthwith notify the officer in charge of police at the 
nearest police station who shall inquire into and report 

25 upon the character of the applicant. 
No application shall be heard until after the 

expiration of seven days after the lodging of the 
application. 

No application shall be heard except by a court 
30 of petty sessions holden before a stipendiary magistrate. 

Every application shall be heard in open court, 
and the consideration of the application shall be deemed 
to be a judicial proceeding. 

It shall be the duty of the court of petty 
35 sessions to refuse the grant or the renewal of a license 

if— 
(a) satisfactory evidence has not been produced of 

the good fame and character of the applicant; 
(b) 
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satisfactory evidence has been produced that 
the applicant is not a fit and proper person to 
hold a license ; 
satisfactory evidence has not been produced that 

5 the applicant is of the age of twenty-one years 
or upwards ; 
the applicant has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment; 
the applicant is not a natural born or naturalised 

10 subject of Her Majesty; 
the applicant has not been continuously resi-
dent in Australia for the period of twelve 
months immediately preceding the making of 
the application; 

15 (g) the applicant is disqualified under this Act from 
holding a license. 

(9) Where the court grants an application for a 
license or renewal of a license the clerk of the court shall, 
on payment to him of the prescribed fee, issue the license. 

20 (10) In any case where satisfactory proof has been 
given of the loss or destruction of the original, a 
stipendiary magistrate may order the issue of a duplicate 
license subject to payment of the prescribed fee. 

The clerk of petty sessions shall within seven days Register to 
25 after the issue of a license or renewal thereof or after laktbY_ 

the cancellation thereof under this Act notify the Corn- sioner of 
missioner of Police of such issue or cancellation, and the P:11

ct Ace; 
Commissioner of Police shall keep a register of all such N

°.  
licenses and of all renewals and cancellations of licenses, 6. 13. 

30 which register shall be available for perusal by any 
member of the public upon payment of the fee prescribed 
in that behalf. 

(1) Any licensed private inquiry agent or licensed gazieella-
subagent may on the information of a member of the 10ennosef. 

35 police force of or above the rank of sergeant be sum- cf . ibid. 
moned before a court of petty sessions holden before a 5.14. 

stipendiary 
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stipendiary magistrate to show cause why his license 
should not be cancelled and why he should not be dis-
qualified either permanently or temporarily from holding 
a private inquiry agent's license or a subagent's license, 

5 as the case may be, on the ground— 

that he improperly obtained his license contrary 
to the provisions of this Act; 
that he is not a fit and proper person to continue 
any longer to hold a license ; 

10 (c) that he has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment; or 

(d) that he has been guilty of such conduct as a 
private inquiry agent or, as the case may be, 
as a subagent as renders him unfit to continue 

15 any longer to hold a license. 

Upon being satisfied of the truth of any of the 
grounds aforesaid the court may order that such private 
inquiry agent's license or subagent's license be delivered 
up forthwith and cancelled and that such private inquiry 

20 agent or subagent be disqualified either permanently or 
for such period as the court specifies from holding a 
license under this Act whether as a private inquiry agent 
or as a subagent. 

Where the court makes an order under this 
25 section or refuses any application under section seven of 

this Act, the private inquiry agent or subagent or the 
person making the application, as the case may be, may 
appeal in accordance with the rules of court to the 
District Court exercising jurisdiction in the district 

30 within which the court of petty sessions that made the 
order or refused the application is situated. 

Every such appeal shall be in the nature of a rehearing. 
Notice of appeal shall be given to such persons as may 

be prescribed by rules of court, or as the District Court 
35 may direct. 

10. 
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10. (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent and Registered 
address. every licensed subagent shall have a registered address 

within New South Wales to which all communications and e7f.I9 35 ,
No. 

notices may be addressed. 	 B. 15. 

	

5 	(2) Notice of the registered address and of any 
change therein shall be lodged by the private inquiry 
agent or subagent, as the case may be, with the court 
from which the license issued within the prescribed time, 
and the clerk of such court shall record such notice and 

10 advise the Commissioner of Police who shall enter the 
address or the change therein in the register kept by 
him. 

(3) If any licensed private inquiry agent carries 
on business without complying with the requirements of 

15 this section he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
five pounds for every day during which he so carries on 
business; and if any licensed subagent acts as a subagent 
without complying with the provisions of this section he 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

	

20 	11. (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent shall A.a to . 
paint or affix and keep painted or affixed on his place or notice on 
places of business, so as to be easily read from outside places of 
such place or places, his name and description as a etes.mess' 
licensed private inquiry agent. 	 cf. Ibid. 

s. 16. 
(2) Any person— 

who contravenes or fails to comply with any of 
the provisions of subsection one of this section ; 
Or 
who, not being the holder of a private inquiry 

30 	agent's license, keeps up or exhibits on or near 
his office, house or place of business or exhibits 
anywhere or allows to remain unobliterated any 
sign, writing, painting or other mark implying 
that such office, house or place of business is 

35 	that of a person licensed to carry on the 
business of or to act as a private inquiry agent, 

shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
12. 

25 
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Any private inquiry agent who by any wilfully miereRre-
false, misleading or deceptive statement, representation :et:nylon, 
or promise or by any wilful concealment of material fact, private 
induces or attempts to induce any person to enter into an lanagelltr.Y 

5 agreement or contract in connection with his business as cf. Act No. 7, 
a private inquiry agent shall be guilty of an offence 1935, 8. 21. 
against this Act. 

(1) If a private inquiry agent or subagent is Power of 
convicted in any court of any indictable offence or if in :or  ILI to 

t 10 any proceeding before a court in which any private private  
inquiry agent or subagent gives evidence the court is iangcleunitrY  
of opinion on the evidence given before it, whether that rbagent 
evidence is given by the private inquiry agent or sub- sumo be 
agent or any other person, that such private inquiry etion 

 15 agent or subagent ought to be summoned before a court nine.
of petty sessions under section nine of this Act to show ef. Ibid. 
cause why his license should not be cancelled and why s. 23. 

he should not be disqualified either permanently or 
temporarily from holding a private inquiry agent's 

20 license or a subagent's license, as the case may be, the 
court before which he is so convicted or gives evidence, 
as the case may be, may order— 

(a) that his license be suspended for a period not 
exceeding twenty-eight days ; and 

25 	(b) that he deliver up his license to the court within 
such time as may be specified in the order for 
transmission to the Commissioner of Police. 

Any private inquiry agent or subagent who 
fails to comply with an order made under paragraph (b) 

30 of subsection one of this section shall be guilty of an 
offence against this Act. 

The clerk of the court shall forthwith trans-
mit to the Commissioner of Police— 

(a) a copy of any such order; and 
35 	(b) upon the delivery up to the court of a license 

pursuant to any such order, the license so 
delivered up. 

The 
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The Commissioner of Police shall retain any license so 
delivered up during the period for which it is suspended 
under subsection one or five of this section. 

The Commissioner of Police- 

	

5 	(a) shall forthwith upon the receipt of such copy 
cause the fact of such suspension to be noted in 
the register kept by him under this Act; and 

(b) shall, as soon as practicable thereafter, cause the 
private inquiry agent or subagent, as the case 

	

10 	may be, to be summoned before a court of petty 
sessions under section nine of this Act to show 
cause why his license should not be cancelled 
and why he should not be disqualified either 
permanently or temporarily from holding a 

	

15 	private inquiry agent's license or subagent's 
license, as the case may be. 

Where the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, is so summoned during the period for 
which his license is suspended under subsection one of 

20 this section, the court before which the proceedings are 
taken may, if those proceedings are not concluded before 
the expiration of the period for which his license was 
suspended under that subsection, order that the license 
be further suspended until the conclusion of those 

25 proceedings. 

During the period for which a private in-
quiry agent's license or subagent's license is suspended 
under this section, the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, shall be deemed not to be the holder 

30 of a license under this Act. 

Notice of any order made under subsection 
one or five of this section shall be served upon the private 
inquiry agent or subagent concerneft by the clerk of the 
court that made the order by forwarding a copy thereof 

35 by post to his registered address. 
14. 
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14. (1) A licensed private inquiry agent shall not Certain 
knowingly employ in any way whatever in connection persons not 
with his business— 	 employed 

by 
as a subagent any person who is not a licensed 1pt:te: 

	

5 	subagent; or 	 inquiry 
agents. 

any person who is for the time being disqualified Ifi3t  Isg:  7,  
under this Act from holding a private inquiry 
agent's license or a subagent's license, or whose 
application for a private inquiry agent's license 

	

10 	or subagent's license has been refused, unless 
such an application has been subsequently 
granted. 

Subject to this section no such person shall 
participate or be in any way concerned in the business 

15 of a licensed private inquiry agent or in the work of a 
licensed subagent. 

Any licensed private inquiry agent or any 
person aforesaid who contravenes or fails to comply with 
any of the provisions of this section shall be liable for 

20 every such offence to a penalty of not less than five 
pounds and not more than one hundred pounds. 

15. When in any proceedings under this Act or the Burden of regulations against any person it is alleged in the infor_ proof: 
mation that such person is not the holder of a private ea

f./
6
b
. 
 td. 

25 inquiry agent's license or, as the case may be, of a sub-
agent's license, it shall in the absence of proof to the 
contrary be presumed that such person is not the holder 
of such a license. 

16. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as requi ..T- Saving as 30 ing any licensed subagent, so far as he performs for any toutensted 
licensed private inquiry agent any of the functions of a setc.agen  private inquiry agent and is duly authorised thereunto cf• Ibid. 
by such private inquiry agent, to hold a private inquiry s' 33" agent's license under th Act, or as requiring any 

35 licensed private inquiry agent to hold a subagent's license 
under this Act. 

17. 
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Any private inquiry agent or subagent who lets Private 
out, hires or lends his license to any other person or agent 
permits any other person to use his license shall be guilty subagent not 
of an offence against this Act, and on conviction for such itioceinensea 

5 offence and in addition to any penalty therefor his cf. Act No. 7, license shall thereupon become absolutely void and shall 1935,  8.  37.  be delivered up to the court and cancelled. 
Subject to this Act no person shall be entitled Unlicensed to bring any proceeding in any court to recover any Private  

10 commission, fee, gain or reward for any service done agent  Yo r or performed by him as a private inquiry agent or n
subtatgent 

subagent after the expiration of two months from the rover commencement of this Act unless he was the holder of a fee. 
private inquiry agent's license or of a subagent's license, e.f.318bid• 

15 as the case may be, at the time of doing or performing 
such service. 

Any person who in any application made pur-
suant to this Act makes any statement which is not 
correct or furnishes any particulars which are not correct 

20 or knowingly omits to furnish any particulars required 
to be furnished by or under this Act shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding fifty pounds. 

(1) In any proceedings taken by a private inquiry 
agent for the recovery of money under an agreement 

25 for services rendered in his capacity as such agent or 
in any proceedings instituted under subsection three of 
this section, if it appears to the court that the amount 
charged directly or indirectly under the agreement by 
the private inquiry agent in respect of the services 

30 rendered by him is excessive the court may reopen the 
transaction. 

(2) The court reopening any transaction under 
this section may, notwithstanding any statement or 
settlement of accounts, reopen any account already taken 

35 between the parties and relieve the private inquiry 
agent's client (or any guarantor of that client) of any 
liability in excess of such sum as the court adjudges to 
be fairly and reasonably payable for the services 
rendered by the private inquiry agent (including any 

expenses 

Furnishing 
incorrect 
particulars 
in applica-
tions. 
cf. Ibid. 
s. 39. 

Excessive 
charges 
may be 
reduced. 
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expenses reasonably and necessarily incurred), and may 
set aside, either wholly or in part, or revise, or alter 
any agreement made or security given in connection with 
the transaction, and may give a verdict or judgment for 

5 any party for such amount as, having regard to the relief, 
if any, that the court thinks fit to grant, is justly due to 
that party. 

(3) Proceedings may be instituted under this 
subsection by the client of a private inquiry agent for the 

10 purpose of obtaining relief under this section. 
In any such proceedings the court shall have and may 

exercise all or any of the powers conferred by subsec-
tions one and two of this section. 

21. (1) Every person who contravenes or fails to 
15 comply with any of the provisions of this Act shall be 

guilty of an offence against this Act. 
Where no penalty is specially provided for 

any offence against this Act any person guilty of such 
offence shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one 

20 hundred pounds. 
All proceedings for offences against this Act 

or the regulations shall be disposed of summarily before 
a court of petty sessions holden before a stipendiary 
magistrate. 

25 22. Any private inquiry agent who publishes (whether 
in a newspaper or otherwise) any advertisement relating 
to or in connection with his business without specifying 
therein his name as a licensed private inquiry agent and 
his registered address shall be guilty of an offence 

30 against this Act. 

Offences 
against 
Act. 

Publication 
of name 
and place 
of business 
in adver-
tisements. 
cf. Act No. 
7, 1935, 
s. 41. 

23. (1) The Governor may make regulations not Regulations. 
inconsistent with this Act for or with respect to— 

(a) prescribing any forms to be used under this 
Act ; 

35 (b) prescribing the fee for a private inquiry agent's 
license and the fee for a subagent's license; 

(0) 



ti 
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the procedure on applications and other pro-
ceedings under this Act; 
exempting any class of persons from the opera-
tion of this Act and prescribing the extent of 

	

5 	such exemptions and specifying the provisions 
(if any) of this Act which are to apply to any 
class of persons so exempted; and 
generally, prescribing all matters which by this 
Act are required or permitted to be prescribed 

	

10 	or which are necessary or convenient to be 
prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to 
this Act. 

(2) The regulations may prescribe penalties not 
exceeding fifty pounds for any breach thereof. 

	

15 	(3) All regulations shall— 
be published in the Gazette ; 
take effect from the date of publication or from 
a later date specified in the regulations; and 
be laid before both Houses of Parliament within 

	

20 	fourteen sitting days after the publication 
thereof if Parliament is then in session, and, 
if not, then within fourteen sitting days after 
the commencement of the next session. 

If either House of Parliament passes a resolution of 
25 which notice has been given at any time within fifteen 

sitting days after such regulations have been laid before 
such House disallowing any regulation or part thereof, 
such regulation or part shall thereupon cease to have 
effect. 

Sydney: A. H. Pettiter, Government Printer-1955. 
[la. 6d.] 

• 
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Act No. 52, 1955. 

An Act to provide for the licensing and control 
of private inquiry agents and their 
subagents; and for purposes connected 
therewith. [Assented to, 13th December, 
1955.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Private Inquiry 
Agents Act, 1955." 

(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be 
appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 
published in the Gazette. 

39237 [8d.] 2. 

Short title 
and com-
mencement. 
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Interpreta- 2. In this Act unless the context or subject matter 
tion. otherwise indicates or requires— 

"License" means a private inquiry agent's license 
or a subagent's license, as the case may be. 

"Licensed private inquiry agent" means the holder 
of a private inquiry agent's license. 

"Licensed subagent" means the holder of a sub-
agent's license. 

"Prescribed" means prescribed by this Act or the 
regulations. 

"Private inquiry agent" means any person (whether 
or not he carries on any other business) who 
exercises or carries on or advertises or notifies 
or states that he exercises or carries on or that 
he is willing to exercise or carry on or in any 
way holds himself out to the public as ready to 
undertake any of the following functions, 
namely 

obtaining and furnishing information 
as to the personal character or actions 
of any person or as to the character 
or nature of the business or occupation 
of any person; 
searching for missing persons; or 
furnishing guards or watchmen, 

on behalf of any -other person and for or 
consideration _of any payment or other 
remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise). 

"Private inquiry agent's license" means a valid 
and -unexpired private inquiry agent's license 
or renewed license issued under this Act. 

"Register" means the register mentioned in section 
eight of this Act. 

"Registered 
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"Registered address", in relation to a private 
inquiry agent or subagent, means the address 
that is for the time being entered in the register 
in respect of the private inquiry agent or 
subagent, as the case may. be. 

``Itegulations''.xaeans regulations made under this 
Act. 

"Subagent" means any, person in the direct employ 
of or acting for . or by arrangement with a 
private inquiry agent who performs for such 
private inquiry agent any of the functions of 
a private inquiry agent as defined by this Act 
whether his remuneration is by way of salary, 
wages, commission or otherwise. 

"Subagent's. license" means a valid and unexpired 
subagent's license or renewed license issued 
under this Act. 

3. (1) This Act shall not be construed as requiring— Act not 
tETti

r
cta

a
tle any member of the police force of the Common- 

wealth or this State or any other State or persons. 
territory of the Commonwealth or any other 
part of Her Majesty's dominions or any peace 
officer appointed under .the Peace Officers' Act 
1925 of the Parliament of the Commonwealth in 
the exercise of his functions .as such member 
or peace officer ; 
any member of the Defence Forces of the 
Commonwealth in the exercise of his functions 
as such member; 
any officer or employee of— 

(1) the Crown in right of the 'Common-
wealth or of -this State; 
any responsible Minister of the Crown 
whether a Minister of the Common-
wealth or of this State; or 
any Government Department of the 
Commonwealth or of this State, 

in 
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in the exercise of his functions as such officer or 
employee ; 

(d) any solicitor acting in the ordinary course of 
his profession or any solicitor's clerk acting in 
the ordinary course of his master solicitor's 
profession; 

(e) any person bona fide carrying on the business 
of insurance or of an insurance adjustment 
agency or any employee or agent of such a 
person in the exercise of his functions as such 
employee or agent; 

any inspector, guard, watchman, or other person 
employed to do inspecting, guarding, watching, 
or inquiry work for one employer only (such 
employer not being a private inquiry agent) in 
respect of inspecting, guarding, watching or 
inquiry work done for that employer for the 
protection of persons or property or arising out 
of the functions or business exercised or carried 
on by that employer, 

to hold a license under this Act. 

The fact that any person carries on the 
business of obtaining or furnishing information as to the 
financial rating or standing of any person shall not of 
itself require the person carrying on that business or any 
employee or agent of that person to hold a license under 
this Act. 

The Governor may by regulations— 

exempt to the extent prescribed any class of 
persons from the operation of this Act; and 

specify what provisions, if any, of this Act and 
the regulations are, with such modifications as 
are necessary or seem desirable, to apply to any 
class of persons so exempted. 

4. 

(f) 
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4. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of two No person 

months from the commencement of this Act no person  to act  

shall— private 

(a) exercise or carry on or advertise, notify or state gent 
ron t that he exercises or carries on or is willing to wi 

exercise or carry on the business of or shall act a aellaah  
as a private inquiry agent; or 

in any way hold himself out to the public as 
ready to undertake for payment or other 
remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise) 
any of the functions of a private inquiry agent, 

unless he is the holder of a private inquiry agent's 
license. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply 
with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or 
to both such penalty and imprisonment. 

5. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of  subagents 

two months from the commencement of this Act— to be
licensed. 

no person, unless he is the holder of a sub-  cf. Act No. 7, 

agent's license, shall be or act as a subagent for 1935, a. 31.  
any licensed private inquiry agent; and 

no person shall be or act as a subagent for any 
person who should be but is not the holder of a 
private inquiry agent's license. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply 
with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to 
both such penalty and imprisonment.' 

6. (1) A license shall be in the form prescribed and License&  
shall set forth the name, place of business and place of cf. Ibid. s. 6. 
abode of the person taking out the license. 

(2) The fee payable for a license shall be such 
amount as may be prescribed. 

(3) 
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Every license shall be taken• out in the true 
name- of the person applying for • the license, and, if 
taken out in any other name, shall be void. 

%A. license,- unless sooner cancelled, shall 'be in 
force-for -twelve months from the date of its issue. 

A license may be renewed, and on mach renewal shall 
take effect for a further period of twelve-months. 

Application.  7:11) Every person who desires-.to  obtain a license for  
license. 	or renewal. of license shall make application in the 
cf. Act No. 7, prescribed form. 
3935, a. 7. 	(2) Where the applicant resides in New South 

Willes the application shall be lodged with the clerk,  of 
the court of the petty sessions district within which the 
applicant, proposes to carry, on,  business or if there is 
morelthan one such court-then with the,olerk of the-court 
within that district nearest to the,  place where the 
applicant proposes to carry on business. 

Where the applicant resides out of New South 
Wales the. application shall be lodged with the clerk of 
any court of petty sessions. 

Upon the receipt of an application for the grant 
or the renewal of a license under this Act the clerk shall 
forthwith notify the offider in charge of .police at the 
nearest police station who shall inquire into and report 
upon.. the character of the applicant. 

No application shall be heard until after the 
expiration of seven days after the lodging of the 
application, 

No application shall be heard except by a court 
of. petty. sessions holden before a stipendiary magistrate. 

(7)' Every application shall be heard in open court, 
and the consideration of the application shall be deemed 
to be a judicial proceeding. , 

(8) ;It 'shall. be. the duty of the , court of petty 
sessions- to refuse the grant or the renewal of a license 
if— 

(a) satisfactory evidence has not been produced of 
the good fame and character of the applicant; 

(b) 



Act No. 52,"195"0:- 

Private Inquiry Agents. 

satisfactory evidence has been produced that 
the applicant is not a fit and proper person to 
hold a license; 
satisfactory evidence has not been produced that 
the applicant is of the age of twenty-one years 
or upwards ; 
the applicant has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment; 
the applicant is not a natural born or naturalised 
subject of lUer Majesty; 
the applicant has not been continuously resi-
dent in Australia for the period of twelve 
months immediately preceding the making of 
the-  application; 
the applicant is disqualified under this Act from 
holding a license. 

(9) Where' the court grants an application for a 
license, or renewal of a license the clerk, of the court shall, 
on payment to him of the prescribed fee, issue the lieense. 

(10),  In any case where satisfactory proof has been 
given of the loss or -  destruction of the original, a 
stipendiary magistrate may order the issue of a duplicate 
license subject to payment of the prescribed fee. 

The clerk -of petty sessions shall within seven •days Register to 
after the issue of a license or renewal thereof or after beo  kept by 

Cmmie- 
the cancellation thereof under.  this Act notifyr the Com- sioner of 
missioner of Police of such issue or cancellation, and the Police' ;ftg

,
No. Commissioner of Police shall keep a register of all such 7,1935,  

licenses and of all renewals and cancellations of licenses, 8. 13-
which. ,  register shall be available for perusal by any 
member of the,  public upon payment of the fee prescribed 
in that behalf. 

(1) Any licensed private inquiry agent or licensed Camelia-
subagent may on the information of a member of the tiliceonnosef. 
police force of or above the rank of sergeant be sum- ef 

mooed before a court of petty sessions holden before a a.14. 
stipendiary 
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stipendiary magistrate to show cause why his license 
should not be cancelled and why he should not be dis-
qualified either permanently or temporarily from holding 
a private inquiry agent's license or a subagent's license,. 
as the case may be, on the ground— 

that he improperly obtained his license contrary 
to the provisions of this Act; 
that he is not a fit and proper person to continue 
any longer to hold a license; 

that he has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment; or 

that he has been guilty of such conduct as a 
private inquiry agent or, as the case may be, 
as a subagent as renders him unfit to continue 
any longer to hold a license. 

Upon being satisfied of the truth of any of the 
grounds aforesaid the court may order that such private 
inquiry agent's license or subagent's license be delivered 
up forthwith and cancelled and that such private inquiry 
agent or subagent be disqualified either permanently or 
for such period as the court specifies from holding a 
license under this Act whether as a private inquiry agent 
or as a subagent. 

Where the court makes an order under this 
section or refuses any application under section seven of 
this Act, the private inquiry agent or subagent or the 
person making the application, as the case may be, may 
appeal in accordance with the rules of court to the 
District Court exercising jurisdiction in the district 
'vithin which the court of petty sessions that made the 
)rder or refused the application is situated. 

Every such appeal shall be in the nature of a rehearing. 
Notice of appeal shall be given to such persons as may 

be prescribed by rules of court, or as the District Court 
may direct. 

10. 
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10. (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent and Registered 

every licensed subagent shall have a registered address address. 
c7f.1/9% No. 

within New South Wales to which all communications and 
notices may be addressed. 	 B. 15. 

Notice of the registered address and of any 
change therein shall be lodged by the private inquiry 
agent or subagent, as the case may be, with the court 
from which the license issued within the prescribed time, 
and the clerk of such court shall record such notice and 
advise the Commissioner of Police who shall enter the 
address or the change therein in the register kept by 
him. 

If any licensed private inquiry agent carries 
on business without complying with the requirements of 
this section he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
five pounds for every day during which he so carries on 
business ; and if any licensed subagent acts as a subagent 
without complying with the provisions of this section he 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

11. (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent shall As to 

paint or affix and keep painted or affixed on his place or astpietyouing 

places of business, so as to be easily read from outside places of 
s
. 

 
such place or places, his name and description as a e

btu
e 
 iness, 

 
licensed private inquiry agent. 	 cf. Ibid. 

s. 16. 
(2) Any person— 

who contravenes or fails to comply with any of 
the provisions of subsection one of this section; 
or 
who, not being the holder of a private inquiry 
agent's license, keeps up or exhibits on or near 
his office, house or place of business or exhibits 
anywhere or allows to remain unobliterated any 
sign, writing, painting or other mark implying 
that such office, house or place of business is 
that of a person licensed to carry on the 
business of or to act as a private inquiry agent, 

Rriall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
12. 
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Misrepre- 	12. Amy private inquiry agent who by any wilfully 
sentation, false, misleading or deceptive statement, representation etc., by 
private 	or promise or by any wilful concealment of material fact, 
inquiry 	induces or attempts to induce any person to enter into an agent. 
cf. Act No. 7, agFeement or contract in connection with his business as 
1935, s. 21. a private inquiry agent shall be guilty of an offence 

against this Act. 

Power of 
court to 
order 
private 
inquiry 
agent 
or subagent 
to be 
summoned 
under 
section 
nine. 
cf. Ibid. 
a. 23. 

13. (1) If a private inquiry agent or subagent is 
convicted in any court of any indictable offence or if in 
any proceeding before a court in which any private 
inquiry agent or subagent gives evidence the court is 
of opinion on the evidence given before it, whether that 
evidence is given by the private inquiry agent or sub-
agent or any .other person, that such private inquiry 
agent or subagent ought to be summoned before a court 
of petty sessions under section nine of this Act to show 
cause why his license should not be cancelled and why 
he should not be disqualified either permanently or 
temporarily from holding a private inquiry agent's 
license or a subagent's license, as the case may be, the 
court before which he is so convicted or gives evidence, 
as the case may be, may order— 

that his license be suspended for a period not 
exceeding twenty-eight days ; and 
that he deliver up his license to the court within 
such time as may, be specified in the order for 
transmission to the .Commissioner of Police. 

Any private inquiry agent or subagent who 
fails to comply with an order made under paragraph (b) 
of subsection one of this section shall be guilty of an 
offence against this Act. 

The clerk of the court shall forthwith trans-
mit 'to the Commissioner of Police— 

a copy of any such order; and 
upon the delivery up to the court of a license 
pursuant to any such order, the license so 
delivered up. 

The 
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The Commissioner of Police shall retain any license so 
delivered up during the period for which it is suspended 
under subsection one or five of this section. 

(4) The Commissioner of Police-- 

, shall forthwith upon the receipt of such copy 
cause the fact of such suspension to be noted in 

0 	 the, register kept by him under this Act; and 

shali,.as soon as practicable thereafter, cause the 
private inquiry agent or subagent, as the case 
may be, to be summoned before-a court of petty 
sessions under section nine of this Act to show 
cause, why his license should not be cancelled 
and why, he should not, ,be, disqualified' either 
permanently or temporarily from holding a 
private inquiry agent's license or subagent's 
license, as the case may. be. 

(5) Where the private-inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, is so summoned during_the period for 
which his license is suspended under subsection one of 
this section, the court before which the proceedings are 
taken may, if those proceedings are not concluded before 
the expiration of the .period for which his license was 
suspended under-that subsection, order that the license 
be further suspended until the conclusion of those 
proceedings. 

(6) During the period for which a private in-
quiry agent's license or subagent's license is suspended 
under this section, the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the .case may be, shall be deemed not to be the holder 
of a license under this Act. 

(7) Notice of any order made under subsection 
one or five of this section shall be served upon the private 
inquiry agent or subagent concerned by,  the clerk of the 
court that made the order by forwarding a copy thereof 
by post to his registered address. 

14. 
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Certain 
persons not 
to be 
employed 
by 
licensed 
private 
inquiry 
agents. 
cf. Act No. 7, 
1935, s. 25. 

Burden of 
proof. 
cf. Ibid. 
a. 26. 

14. (1) A licensed private inquiry agent shall not 
knowingly employ in any way whatever in connection 
with his business-- 

as a subagent any person who is not a licensed 
subagent; or 

any person who is for the time being disqualified 
under this Act from holding a private inquiry 
agent's license or a subagent's license, or whose 
application for a private inquiry agent's license 
or subagent's license has been refused, unless 
such an application has been subsequently 
granted. 

Subject to this section no such person shall 
participate or be in any way concerned in the business 
of a licensed private inquiry agent or in the work of a 
licensed subagent. 

Any licensed private inquiry agent or any 
person aforesaid who contravenes or fails to comply with 
any of the provisions of this section shall be liable for 
every such offence to a penalty of not less than five 
pounds and not more than one hundred pounds. 

15. When in any proceedings under this Act or the 
regulations against any person it is alleged in the infor-
mation that such person is not the holder of a private 
inquiry agent's license or, as the case may be, of a sub-
agent's license, it shall in the absence of proof to the 
contrary be presumed that such person is not the holder 
of such a license. 

Saving as 
to licensed 
subagents, 
etc. 
cf. Ibid. 
8. 33. 

16. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as requir-
ing any licensed subagent, so far as he performs for any 
licensed private inquiry agent any of the functions of a 
private inquiry agent and is duly authorised thereunto 
by such private inquiry agent, to hold a private inquiry 
agent's license under this Act, or as requiring any 
licensed private inquiry agent to hold a subagent's license 
under this Act. 

17. 
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Any private inquiry agent or subagent who lets Private 
out, hires or lends his license to any other person or janggenuig, 
permits any other person to use his license shall be guilty subagent not 
of an offence against this Act, and on conviction for such tensei 
offence and in addition to any penalty therefor his cf. Act No.7, 
license shall thereupon become absolutely void and shall 1935,  8. 37. 
be delivered up to the court and cancelled. 

Subject to this Act no person shall be entitled Unlicensed 
private to bring any proceeding in any court to recover any 

commission, fee, gain or reward for any service done agent or 
or performed by him as a private inquiry agent or Zurnt 

subagent after the expiration of two months from the recover 
commencement of this Act unless he was the holder of a f ee' 
private inquiry agent's license or of a subagent's license, n8bid* 
as the case may be, at the time of doing or performing 
such service. 

Any person who in any application made pur- Furnishing 
incorrect  
particulars 

e t  suant to this Act makes any statement which is not 
correct or furnishes any particulars which are not correct in applies- 
or knowingly omits to furnish any particulars required ti's• 
to be furnished by or under this Act shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding fifty pounds. 

(1) In any proceedings taken by a private inquiry Excessive 
agent for. the recovery of money under an agreement clayrga 
for services rendered in his capacity as such agent or reduced. 
in any proceedings instituted under subsection three of 
this section, if it appears to the court that the amount 
charged directly or indirectly under the agreement by 
the private inquiry agent in respect of the services 
rendered by him is excessive the court may reopen the 
transaction. 

(2) The court reopening any transaction under 
this section may, notwithstanding any statement or 
settlement of accounts, reopen any account already taken 
between the parties and relieve the private inquiry 
agent's client (or any guarantor of that client) of any 
liability in excess of such sum as the court adjudges to 
be fairly and reasonably payable for the services 
rendered by the private inquiry agent (including any 

expenses 
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expenses reasonably and necessarily incurred), and may 
set aside, either wholly or in part, or revise, or alter 

-any agreement made ar security given in connection with 
the- transaction, and may give a. verdict or judgment for 
any party for such amount as, having regard to the relief, 
if any, that the-  court thinks 'fit to grant, is justly due to 
that party. 

(3) Proceedings may be Instituted amder .this 
subsection by the client of a private inquiry agent for the 
purpose -of obtaining relief under :this section. 

In any 'such proceedings the court shall have 'and may 
exercise all or any of the powers conferred by subsec-
tions-  one - and two of this-section. 

Jurisdiction 21. (1) No proceedings relating to an agreement of courts 
of petty 	between a private inquiry agent and any other person for 
sessions. 	the rendering of services by the private inquiry agent in 

his capacity as such agent shall be brought or taken in a 
court of petty sessions other than a court of petty 
sessions holden before a stipendiary magistrate sitting 

.:alone. 

A court of petty sessions holden before a 
stipendiary magistrate sitting alone shall, in addition to 
the jurisdiction that might be exercised by it if this 
section had not been enacted, have jurisdiction in respect 
of proceedings relating to an agreement between a private 
inquiry agent and any other person for the rendering of 

-services 'by the private inquiry agent in his capacity as 
such =agent in all cases in which the 'amount - charged 
directly or indirecty under the 'agreement by the private 
inquiry agent in respect of the services rendered by him 
does not exceed two hundred and fifty pounds. 

The .costs of any proceedings relating to any 
_such _agreement as- is referred to, in subsection one of this 
section that. are brought or taken in a court of petty 
'sessions rshall .be in the discretion of the court,and the 
court, when allowing _any costs to any party in those 
proceedings, may assess•the amount thereof. 

Any 
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Any order made under the -authority of this Act for 
the payment of money or of costs by a court of petty 
sessions shall operate as an order -  for the payment of 
money under the Small Debts Recovery Act, 1912, and be 
enforceable' as' such under the provisions of that Act. 

This subsection shall not be construed so as to affect in 
any way the jurisdiction of .any other court in relation to 
costs. 

22. (1) Every person who contravenes or fails to Offences  
comply with any of -  the provisions of this Act shall be aAg

e
ats t  

guilty of. an  offence against. this Act. 

Where no penalty is specially provided for 
any offence against this. Act any person guilty of such 
offence shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one 
hundred pounds. 

All proceedings for offences _against this 
Act or the regulations shall be. disposed of summarily 
before . a court of petty sessions . holden before a 
stipendiary magistrate. 

23. Any private inquiry agent who publishes (whether Publication 
It 	in a newspaper or otherwise) any advertisement relating aonf dname 

to or in connection with his business without specifying of business 
therein his name as a licensed private inquiry agent and in adver- 

tisements. his registered address-  shall be guilty of an offence against cf. Act No. 
this Act. 	 7, 1935, 

a. 41. 

24. (1) The Governor may make regulations not Regulations. 
inconsistent with this Act for or with respect to— 

prescribing any forms to be used under this 
Act ; 
prescribing the fee for a private inquiry agent's 
license and the fee for a subagent's license; 

the procedure on applications and other pro-
ceedings under this Act; 
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exempting any class of persons from the opera-
tion of this Act and prescribing the extent of 
such exemptions and specifying the provisions 
(if any) of this Act which are to apply to any 
class of persons so exempted; and 
generally, prescribing all matters which by this 
Act are required or permitted to be prescribed 
or which are necessary or convenient to be 
prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to 
this Act. 

The regulations may prescribe penalties not 
exceeding fifty pounds for any breach thereof. 

All regulations shall— 
be published in the Gazette; 
take effect from the date of publication or from 
a later date specified in the regulations ; and 
be laid before both Houses of Parliament within 
fourteen sitting days after the publication 
thereof if Parliament is then in session, and, 
if not, then within fourteen sitting days after 
the commencement of the next session. 

If either House of Parliament passes a resolution of 
which notice has been given at any time within fifteen 
sitting days after such regulations have been laid before 
such House disallowing any regulation or part thereof, 
such regulation or part shall thereupon cease to have 
effect. 

By Authority: 
. H. PETTIFER, Government Printer, Sydney, 1956. 
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Act No. 52, 1955. 

An Act to provide for the licensing and control 
Of priVate-  inquiry agents and their 
subagents; and ..  for purposes connected 
therewith. [Assented to, 13th December, 
1955.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's4  Most E]tpelleiit Majesty, 
by and `with` the ad.viee 	consent - of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative-  Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows ;- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Private Inquiry Short title 

Agents Act, 1955." 	 and om- 
menc

c
ement. 

(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be 
appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 
published in the Gazette. 

2. 
I have examined this Bill, and find it to correspond in all respects 

with the Bill as finally passed by both Houses. 
G. BOOTH, 

Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Assembly. 
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Interprets- 	2. In this Act unless the context or subject matter 
tion. 	otherwise indicates or requires— 

"License" means a private inquiry agent's license 
or a subagent's license, as the case may be. 

"Licensed private inquiry agent" means the holder 
of a private inquiry agent's license. 

"Licensed subagent" means the holder of a sub-
agent's license. 

"Prescribed" means prescribed by this Act or the 
regulations. 

"Private inquiry agent" means any person (whether 
or not he carries on any other business) who 
exercises or carries on or advertises or notifies 
or states that he exercises or carries on or that 
he is willing to exercise or carry on or in any 
way holds himself out to the public as ready to 
undertake any of the following functions, 
namely :— 

obtaining and furnishing information 
as to the personal character or actions 
of any person or as to the character 
or nature of the business or occupation 
of any person; 
searching for missing persons; or 
furnishing guards or watchmen, 

on behalf of any other person and for or in 
consideration of any payment or other 
remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise). 

"Private inquiry agent's license" means a valid 
and unexpired private inquiry agent's license 
or renewed license issued under this Act. 

"Register" means the register mentioned in section 
t. eight of this Act. 

"Registered 



Act No. 52, 1955. 	 3 

Private Inquiry Agents. 

"Registered address", in relation to a private 
inquiry agent or subagent, means the address 
that is for the time being entered in the register 
in respect of the private inquiry agent or 
subagent, as the case may be. 

"Regulations" means regulations made under this 
Act. 

"Subagent" means any person in the direct employ 
of or acting for or by arrangement with a 
private inquiry agent who performs for such 
private inquiry agent any of the functions of 
a private inquiry agent as defined by this Act 
whether his remuneration is by way of salary, 
wages, commission or otherwise. 

"Subagent's license" means a valid and unexpired 
subagent's license or renewed license issued 
under this Act. 

3. (1) This Act shall not be construed as requiring— Act not 
(a) any member of the police force of the Common- to certain 

wealth or this State or any other State or persons. 
territory of the Commonwealth or any other 
part of Her Majesty's dominions or any peace 
officer appointed under the Peace Officers Act 
1925 of the Parliament of the Commonwealth in 
the exercise of his functions as such member 
or peace officer; 

(b) any member of the Defence Forces of the 
Commonwealth in the exercise of his functions 
as such member; 
any officer or employee of— 

the Crown in right of the Common-
wealth or of this State; 
any responsible Minister of the Crown 
whether a Minister of the Common-
wealth or of this State; or 
any Government Department of the 
Commonwealth or of this State, 

in 

(c) 
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in the exercise of his functions as such officer or 
employee ; 

(4) any solicitor acting in the ordinary course of 
his profession or any solicitor's clerk acting in 
the ordinary course of his master solicitor's 
profession; 

any person bona fide carrying on the business 
of insurance or of an insurance adjustment 
agency or any employee or agent of such a 
person in the exercise of his functions as such 
employee or agent; 

any inspector, guard, watchman, or other person 
employed to do inspecting, guarding, watching, 
or inquiry work for one employer only (such 
employer not being a private inquiry agent) in 
respect of inspecting, guarding, watching or 
inquiry work done for that employer for the 
protection of persons or property or arising out 
of the functions or business exercised or carried 
on by that employer, 

to hold a license under this Act. 

(2) The fact that any person carries on the 
business of obtaining or furnishing information as to the 
financial rating or standing of any person shall not of 
itself require the person carrying on that business or any 
employee or agent of that person to hold a license under 
this Act. 

(3) The Governor may by regulations— 

exempt to the extent prescribed any class of 
persons from the operation of this Act; and 

specify what provisions, if any, of this Act and 
the regulations are, with such modifications as 
are necessary or seem desirable, to apply to any 
Class of persons so exempted. 

4. 



Act No. 52, 1955. 	 5 

Private Inquiry Agents. 

4 	(1) Subject td this Act after the expiration of two No person 
Months from th6 commencement of this Ad no person to act 
shall— private 

y 
exercise or carry on or advertise, notify or state iangcleV 
that he exercises or carries on or iS Willing'wili

th
c
o
e
u
n
t
se. to a 

exercise or carry on the business of or shall act 
as a private inquiry agent; or 
in any way hold himself out to the public as 
ready to undertake for payment or other 
remuneration (whether monetary or otherwise) 
any of the functions of a private inquiry agent, 

unless he is the holder Of a private inqiiiry agent's 
lieenSe. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply 
with any of the proviSionS of this section shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 
imprisonment fora -term not exceeding six months or 
to both such penalty and itaptiSonment. 

5. (1) Subject to this Act after the expiration of Subagents 
two months from the commencement of this Act— 	to be 

licensed. 
no person, unless he is the holder of a sub- cf. Act No. 7, 
agent's license, shall be or act as a subagent for  1935, B. 31. 

any licensed private inquiry agent; and 
no person shall be or act as a subagent for any 
person who Shonld be btit is net the holder of a 
private inqnitY agent's lieetSe. 

. 
(2) Any, person who contravenes or fails to comply 

with any of the provisions of this section shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds or to 
irnpriSeinnetit for a term net exceeding,  six months or to 
both Such penHity and imprisonment. 

G. (1) A license shall be in the form prescribed and Licenses. 
shall set forth the name, place of business and place of cf. /bid. B. 6. 
abode of the person taking out the license. 

(2) The fpe payable for a license shall be such 
trmoant as may be prescribed, 

(3) 



6 Act No. 52, 1955. 

Private Inquiry Agents. 

Every license shall be taken out in the true 
name of the person applying for the license, and, if 
taken out in any other name, shall be void. 

A license, unless sooner cancelled, shall be in 
force for twelve months from the date of its issue. 

A license may be renewed, and on each renewal shall 
take effect for a further period of twelve months. 

Application 7. (1) Every person who desires to obtain a license for or renewal of license shall make application in the license. 
cf. Act No. 7, prescribed form. 
1935, 8. 7. (2) Where the applicant resides in New South 

Wales the application shall be lodged with the clerk of 
the court of the petty sessions district within which the 
applicant proposes to carry on business or if there is 
more than one such court then with the clerk of the court 
within that district nearest to the place where the 
applicant proposes to carry on business. 

Where the applicant resides out of New South 
Wales the application shall be lodged with the clerk of 
any court of petty sessions. 

Upon the receipt of an application for the grant 
or the renewal of a license under this Act the clerk shall 
forthwith notify the officer in charge of police at the 
nearest police station who shall inquire into and report 
upon the character of the applicant. 

No application shall be heard until after the 
expiration of seven days after the lodging of the 
application. 

No application shall be heard except by a court 
of petty sessions holden before a stipendiary magistrate. 

Every application shall be heard in open court, 
and the consideration of the application shall be deemed 
to be a judicial proceeding. 

It shall be the duty of the court of petty 
sessions to refuse the grant or the renewal of a license 
if— 

(a) satisfactory evidencb has not been produced of 
the good fame and character of the applicant; 

(b) 
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satisfactory evidence has been produced that 
the applicant is not a fit and proper person to 
hold a license ; 
satisfactory evidence has not been produced that 
the applicant is of the age of twenty-one years 
or upwards ; 
the applicant has been convicted of any offence 
punishable on indictment; 
the applicant is not a natural born or naturalised 
subject of Her Majesty; 
the applicant has not been continuously resi-
dent in Australia for the period of twelve 
months immediately preceding the making of 
the application; 
the applicant is disqualified under this Act from 
holding a license. 
Where the court grants an application for a 

license or renewal of a license the clerk of the court shall, 
on payment to him of the prescribed fee, issue the license. 

In any case where satisfactory proof has been 
given of the loss or destruction of the original, a 
stipendiary magistrate may order the issue of a duplicate 
license subject to payment of the prescribed fee. 

The clerk of petty sessions shall within seven days Register to 
after the issue of a license or renewal thereof or after bceomkentby  
the cancellation thereof under this Act notify the Corn- Boner of 
missioner of Police of such issue or cancellation, and the P°1'e• 
Commissioner of Police shall keep a register of all such ;f.itg,No. 
licenses and of all renewals and cancellations of licenses, a• 13. 
which register shall be available for perusal by any 
member of the public upon payment of the fee prescribed 
in that behalf. 

(1) Any licensed private inquiry agent or licensed Cancella-
subagent may on the information of a member of the loennosef. 
police force of or above the rank of sergeant be sum- cf.  ibid. 
moned before a court of petty sessions holden before a N.14. 

stipendiary 



Act NO. 52, 1855. 

Private Inquiry Agents. 

Stipendiary magistrate to show Cause why his license 
Should not be cancelled and why he should not be dis-
qualified either permanently or temporarily froth holding 
a priirate inqtiry agent's license or a subagent's license, 
as the case may be, on the ground— 

that he improperly obtained his license contrary 
to the provisions of this Act; 
that he is not a fit and proper person to continue 
any longer to hold a license ; 

(0 that he has been convicted of any Offence 
Punishable on ifidictinent; or 

(d) that he has been guilty of such conduct as a 
private inquiry agent or, as the case may be, 
as a subagent as renders him unfit to continue . 
any longer to hold a license. 

Upon being satisfied of the truth of any Of the 
grounds aforesaid the court may order that such private 
inqUiry agent's license or subagent's license be delivered 
up forthwith and cancelled and that such private inquiry 
agent of subagent be disqualified either permanently or 
for such period as the court specifies from holding a 
license under this Act whether as a private inquiry agent 
or as a subagent. 

Where the court Makes an order under this 
section or refuses any application Under section seven of 
this Act, the private inquiry agent or subagent or the 
person making the application, as the case may be, may 
af)lietd in accordance with the rules of court to the 
District Court exercising jurisdiction in the district 
Within which the COlitt of petty sessions that made the 
order or refused the application is situated. 

Every such appeal shall be in the nature of a rehearing. 
Notice of appeal shall be given to such persons as may 

be prescribed by rules of court, or as the District Court 
may direct. 

10. 
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10; (1) Every licensed private inquiry agent :and Registered 
address; every licensed subagent shall have a registered address a 

within New South Wales to which all communications and V19:6; 
notices may be addressed. 	 s. 15. 

Notice of the registered address and of any 
change therein shall be lodged by the private inquiry 
agent or subagent, as the case may be, with the court 
from which the license issued within the prescribed time, 
and the clerk of such court shall record such notice and 
adVise the Commissioner of POlice who shall enter the 
address or the change therein in the tegiSter kept by 
hint 

If any licensed private inquiry agent carries 
on business without complying with the requirements of 
this section he Shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
five pounds for every day during which he so carries on 
business; and if any licenSed subagent acts as a subagent 
without complying with the provisions of this Section he 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five poundS. 

(1).  Every licensed private inquiry agent shall As to 
paint or affix and keep painted or affixed on his place  or  ntpileaelnng 
places of business, so as to be easily read from ontSide places of 
Such place Or places, his name and description as a res.inessi  
licensed private inquiry agent. 	 ef. Ibid. 

s. 16. 
(2`) Any person— 

who contravenes or fails to comply with any of 
the provisions of subsection one of this section; 
or 
who, not being the holder of a private inquiry 
agent's license, keeps lip or eiliibits on or neat 
his office, house or plade of business or exhibits 
anyWhere or allows to remain unobliterated any 
sign, writing, painting or Other mark implying 
that such office, house or place of business is 
that of a person licensed to carry on the 
bitsineSs of Or to act as a private itiquiry Agent, 

shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
12. 
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priv

Misrepre- 	12. Any private inquiry agent who by any wilfully 
sentation, false, misleading or deceptive statement, representation etc.,  baty  

e 	or promise or by any wilful concealment of material fact, 
inquiry 	induces or attempts to induce any person to enter into an agent. 
cf. Act No. 7, agreement or contract in connection with his business as 
1935, s. 21. a private inquiry agent shall be guilty of an offence 

against this Act. 

Power of 
court to 
order 
private 
inquiry 
agent 
or subagent 
to be 
summoned 
under 
section 
nine. 
cf. Ibid. 
s. 23. 

13. (1) If a private inquiry agent or subagent is 
convicted in any court of any indictable offence or if in 
any proceeding before a court in which any private 
inquiry agent or subagent gives evidence the court is 
of opinion on the evidence given before it, whether that 
evidence is given by the private inquiry agent or sub-
agent or any other person, that such private inquiry 
agent or subagent ought to be summoned before a court 
of petty sessions under section nine of this Act to show 
cause why his license should not be cancelled and why 
he should not be disqualified either permanently or 
temporarily from holding a private inquiry agent's 
license or a subagent's license, as the case may be, the 
court before which he is so convicted or gives evidence, 
as the case may be, may order— 

that his license be suspended for a period not 
exceeding twenty-eight days; and 
that he deliver up his license to the court within 
such time as may be specified in the order for 
transmission to the Commissioner of Police. 

Any private inquiry agent or subagent who 
fails to comply with an order made under paragraph (b) 
of subsection one of this section shall be guilty of an 
offence against this Act. 

The clerk of the court shall forthwith trans-
mit to the Commissioner of Police— 

a copy of any such order; and 
upon the delivery up to the court of a license 
pursuant to any such order, the license so 
delivered up. 

The 
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The Commissioner of Police shall retain any license so 
delivered up during the period for which it is suspended 
under subsection one or five of this section. 

(4) The Commissioner of Police— 

shall forthwith upon the receipt of such copy 
cause the fact of such suspension to be noted in 
the register kept by him under this Act; and 

shall, as soon as practicable thereafter, cause the 
private inquiry agent or subagent, as the case 
may be, to be summoned before a court of petty 
sessions under section nine of this Act to show 
cause why his license should not be cancelled 
and why he should not be disqualified either 
permanently or temporarily from holding a 
private inquiry agent's license or subagent's 
license, as the case may be. 

(5) Where the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, is so summoned during the period for 
which his license is suspended under subsection one of 
this section, the court before which the proceedings are 
taken may, if those proceedings are not concluded before 
the expiration of the period for which his license was 
suspended under that subsection, order that the license 
be further suspended until the conclusion of those 
proceedings. 

(6) During the period for which a private in-
quiry agent's license or subagent's license is suspended 
under this section, the private inquiry agent or subagent, 
as the case may be, shall be deemed not to be the holder 
of a license under this Act. 

(7) Notice of any order made under subsection 
one or five of this section shall be served upon the private 
inquiry agent or subagent concerned by the clerk of the 
court that made the order by forwarding a copy thereof 
by post to his registered address. 

14. 
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14. (1) A licensed private inquiry agent shall not 
knowingly employ in any *ay whatever in connection 
with his business— 

as a subagent any person who is not a licensed 
subagent; or 

any person who is Per the time being disqUalified 
under this Act tibia holding. a private inquiry 
agent's licenSe Or a Siihagent'S license, or whose 
application fora private, inquiry agent's license 
or subagent's :license has been refuSed, unless 
such an applicatiOn has been subsequently 
granted. 

Stbjeet to this section no such person shall 
participate or be in any way concerned in the business 
of it licensed private itiqiiiry agent or in the work of a 
iieehied Subagent. 

Any licensed private inquiry agent or any 
Person aforesaid who contravenes or fails to comply with 
any of the provisions of this section shall be liable for 
every such offence to a penalty of not legs than five 
pounds and not more than one hundred pounds. 

15. When in any proceedings under this Act or the 
regulations against any person it is alleged in the infor-
mation that such person is not the holder of a private 
inquiry agent's license or, as the case may be, of a sub-
agent's license, it shall in the absence of proof to the 
contrary be presumed that such person is not the holder 
of such a license. 

18. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as requir-
ing any licenSed subagent, so far as he perforins for any 
licensed private inquiry agent any of the hinetions of a 
private inquiry agent and is duly authorised thereunto 
by such private inquiry agent, to hold a private inquiry 
agent's license undpr this Act, or as requiring any 
licensed private inquiry agent to hold a subagent's license 
under this Act. 
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An y  Priv4t0 inquiry agent or subagent who lets Private 
njunitry. r  out, hires or lends his license to any other person or 

permits any other person to use his license shall be guilty subagent not 

hc e nse 
 or an offence against this Act, and on conviction for such t°lend 

offence and in addition to any penalty therefor his cf. Act No. 7, 
license shall thereupon become absolutely void and shall 1935, s.  37. 
be delivered up to the court and cancelled. 

Subject to this Act no person shall be entitled Unlicensed 
to bring any proceeding in any court to recover any private  
commission, fee, gain or reward for any service done maggeunitrYor 
or 	performed by him as a private inquiry agent or not
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subagent after the expiration of two months from the v  
commencement of this Act unless he was the holder of a fee-
private inquiry agent's license or of a subagent's license, es.
as the case may be, at the time of doing or performing • • 
such service. 

J. . Any person who in any application made pur- Furnishing 
pliant to this Act makes any statement which is not incorrect
correct or furnishes any particulars which are not correct fn applica! 
or knowingly omits to furnish any particulars required ti°ns• 
to be furnished by or under this Act shall be liable to a ef  • s. 39. 
penalty not exceeding fifty pounds. 

20. (1) In any proceedings taken by a private inquiry Excessive 
agent for the recovery of money under an agreement cruhrga 
for services rendered in his capacity as such agent or reduced. 
in any proceedings instituted under subsection three of 
this section, if it appears to the court that the amount 
charged directly or indirectly under the agreement by 
the private inquiry agent in respect of the services 
rendered by him is excessive the court may reopen the 
transaction. 

(2) The court reopening any transaction under 
this section may, notwithstanding any statement or 
settlement of accounts, reopen any account already taken 
between the parties and relieve the private inquiry 
agent's client (or any guarantor of that client) of any 
liability in excess of such sum as the court adjudges to 
be fairly_ and reasonably payable for the services 
rendered by the private inquiry agent (including any 

expenses 
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expenses reasonably and necessarily incurred), and may 
set aside, either wholly or in part, or revise, or alter 
any agreement made or security given in connection with 
the transaction, and may give a verdict or judgment for 
any party for such amount as, having regard to the relief, 
if any, that the court thinks fit to grant, is justly due to 
that party. 

(3) Proceedings may be instituted under this 
subsection by the client of a private inquiry agent for the 
purpose of obtaining relief under this section. 

In any such proceedings the court shall have and may 
exercise all or any of the powers conferred by subsec-
tions one and two of this section. 

21. (1) No proceedings relating to an agreement 
between a private inquiry agent and any other person for 
the rendering of services by the private inquiry agent in 
his capacity as such agent shall be brought or taken in a 
court of petty sessions other than a court of petty 
sessions holden before a stipendiary magistrate sitting 
alone. 

A court of petty sessions holden before a 
stipendiary magistrate sitting alone shall, in addition to 
the jurisdiction that might be exercised by it if this 
section had not been enacted, have jurisdiction in respect 
of proceedings relating to an agreement between a private 
inquiry agent and any other person for the rendering of 
services by the private inquiry agent in his capacity as 
such agent in all cases in which the amount charged 
directly or indirecty under the agreement by the private 
inquiry agent in respect of the services rendered by him 
does not exceed two hundred and fifty pounds. 

The costs of any proceedings relating to any 
such agreement as is referred to in subsection one of this 
section that are brought or taken in a court of petty 
sessions shall be in the discretion of the court, and the 
court, when allowing any costs to any party in those 
proceedings, may assess the amount thereof. 

Any 
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Any order made under the authority of this Act for 
the payment of money or of costs by a court of petty 
sessions shall operate as an order for the payment of 
money under the Small Debts Recovery Act, 1912, and be 
enforceable as such under the provisions of that Act. 

This subsection shall not be construed so as to affect in 
any way the jurisdiction of any other court in relation to 
costs. 

22. (1) Every person who contravenes or fails to Offences 
comply with any of the provisions of this Act shall be aAg

e 
 at n s t  

guilty of an offence against this Act. 
Where no penalty is specially provided for 

any offence against this Act any person guilty of such 
offence shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one 
hundred pounds. 

All proceedings for offences against this 
Act or the regulations shall be disposed of summarily 
before a court of petty sessions holden before a 
stipendiary magistrate. 

23. Any private inquiry agent who publishes (whether Publication 
in a newspaper or otherwise) any advertisement relating andapnlnaece to or in connection with his business without specifying of business 
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 . therein his name as a licensed private inquiry agent and itiii  
his registered address shall be guilty of an offence against cf. Act No. this Act. 	 7, 1935, 

e.4]. 

24. (1) The Governor may make regulations not Regulations. 
inconsistent with this Act for or with respect to— 

prescribing any forms to be used under this 
Act; 
prescribing the fee for a private inquiry agent's 
license and the fee for a subagent's license ; 
the procedure on applications and other pro-
ceedings under this Act; 
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exempting any class of persons from the opera-
tion of this Act and prescribing the extent of 
such exemptions and specifying the provisions 
(if any) of this Act which are to apply to any 
class of persons so exempted; and 
generally, prescribing all matters which by this 
Act are required or permitted to bye prescribed 
or which are necessary or convenient to be 
prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to 
this Act. 

(2) The regulations may prescribe penalties not 
exceeding fifty pounds for any breach thereof. 

(4) All regulations shall— 
be published in the Gazette; 
take effect from the date of publicatiou or from 
a later date specified in the regulations; and 

(e) be laid before both Houses of Parliament within 
fourteen sitting days after the publication 
thereof if Parliament is then in session, and, 
if not, then within fourteen sitting days after 
the commencement of the next session. 

If either House of Parliament passes a resolution of 
which notice has been given at any time within fifteen 
bitting days after such regulations have been laid before 
such House disallowing any regulation or part thereof, 
such regulation or part shall thereupon cease to have 
effect. 

In the name and on behalf of Her Majesty I assent to 
this Act. 

J. NORTHCOTT, 
Governor. 

government House, 
Sydney, 13th December, 1955. 


