
This PUBLIC BILL originated in the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 
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Act No. , 1955. 

An Act to make provision with respect to the 
use of eyes and other parts of the bodies of 
deceased persons for therapeutic purposes ; 
and for purposes connected therewith. 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 

5 the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Corneal and Short title 
Tissue Grafting Act, 1955." and 

commence- 
(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be mt.  

appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 
10 published in the Gazette. 

92355 33— 2. 
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Corneal and Tissue Grafting. 

2. (1) If any person, either in writing at any time or Removal of 
orally in the presence of two or more witnesses during eyes 

and t

o his last illness, has expressed a request that his eyes or of the body 
any other parts of his body be used for therapeutic eerie  

ef 
e 

o

f5
8: 

sed 
pi 

5 purposes after his death, the party lawfully in posses- 16 
sion of his body after death may, unless he has reason Geo. 6 
to believe that the request was subsequently withdrawn, 5c.

128Eliz. 2., 
8. 

authorise the removal therefrom of the eyes or other parts 
of the body for use for those purposes. 

10 (2) Without prejudice to subsection one of this 
section, the party lawfully in possession of the body of a 
deceased person may authorise the removal therefrom of 
the eyes or any other parts of the body for the purposes 
aforesaid unless that party has reason to believe- 

15 (a) that the deceased had expressed an objection to 
his eyes or other parts of his body being so 
dealt with after his death, and had not 
withdrawn such objection; or 

(b) that the surviving spouse, or, if there is no 
20 surviving spouse, the nearest surviving relative 

of the deceased objects to the deceased's eyes or 
other parts of the body being so dealt with. 

(3) An authority given under this section in respect 
of any deceased person shall be sufficient warrant for the 

25 removal of the eyes or other parts from the body and 
their use for the purposes aforesaid; but no such removal 
shall be effected except by a legally qualified medical 
practitioner, who must have satisfied himself by a 
personal examination of the body that life is extinct. 

30 (4) Authority for the removal of eyes or any other 
parts of the body shall not be given under this section 
if the party empowered to give such authority has reason 
to believe that an inquest may be required to be held on 
the body, unless a coroner has signified in writing that 

35 such removal may be undertaken and the requirements 
of subsection one or two of this section are complied with. 

(5) 
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Corneal and Tissue Grafting. 

(5) No authority shall be given under this section 
in respect of the body of a deceased person by a person 
entrusted by another person with the body for the 
purpose only of its embalmment, interment or cremation. 

	

5 	(6) In the case of a body lying in a hospital, any 
authority under this section may be given on behalf of the 
person having the control and management of the 
hospital by any officer or person designated in that behalf 
by the firstmentioned person. 

	

10 	(7) Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
rendering unlawful any dealing with, or with any part of, 
the body of a deceased person which would have been 
lawful if this Act had not passed. 

(1) Where authority for the removal of any eyes or Grkfung of 

	

15 	other parts of the body of a deceased person has been 	 Pests
oegesra  

given under this Act, such eyes or other parts may be of the body. 
used for immediate grafting into the body of a living 
person or may be retained and used for such purpose at 
some later time. 

	

20 	(2) No person other than a legally qualified medical 
practitioner shall undertake the carrying out of any such 
grafting. 

Any eyes or other parts of the bodies of deceased  for  f
Retention

urthe r 
 

persons removed in accordance with the provisions of use to be 
25 this Act and which are to be retained and used for by approved 

grafting into the body of a living person at some later 
persons. 

 
time, shall be retained only by such persons, institutions 
or organisations as may be approved by the Minister. 

(1) Any person who,— 	 Offences. 

	

30 	(a) otherwise than in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act authorises the removal from the body 
of a deceased person of any eye or other part 
of the body for therapeutic purposes; or 

(b) 
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Corneal and Tissue Grafting. 

(b) not being a legally qualified medical practi-
tioner,— 

removes from the body of any deceased 
person any eye or other part of the 

	

5 	 body the removal of which has been 
authorised under this Act, or 
undertakes the carrying out of any 
grafting of any eye or other part of the 
body of a deceased person into the body 

	

10 	 of a living person; or 
(c) uses for purposes other than therapeutic 

purposes any eye or other part of the body 
removed from the body of any deceased person 
pursuant to the provisions of this Act, 

15 shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
Any person, institution or organisation, not 

being a person, institution or organisation approved by 
the Minister pursuant to section four of this Act, 
retaining any eyes or other parts of the bodies of deceased 

20 persons for grafting into the bodies of living persons 
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

Any person, institution or organisation guilty 
of an offence against this Act shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

	

25 	(4) All proceedings for offences against this Act 
shall be disposed of summarily before a court of petty 
sessions. 

Sydney: A. H. Pettifer, Government Printer-1956. 

[64.] 



No. , 1955. 

A BILL 
To make provision with respect to the 

use of eyes and other parts of the bodies of 
deceased persons for therapeutic purposes ; 
and for purposes connected therewith. 

[MR. O'SuLLIvAN;-16 February, 1955.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 

5 the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Corneal and Short title 
Tissue Grafting Act, 1955." and 

commence- 
(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be melt• 

appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 
io published in the Gazette. 

92355 146— 2. 
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Corneal and Tissue Grafting. 

2. (1) If any person, either in writing at any time or Removal of 
orally in the presence of two or more witnesses during g-en:rapnEctirts his last illness, has expressed a request that his eyes or of the body 
any other parts of his body be used for therapeutic ;flt:Jed 

5 purposes after his death, the party lawfully in posses- cf. 15 & 16 
sion of his body after death may, unless he has reason Geo. 6 
to believe that the request was subsequently withdrawn, 4,.1j,t!' 
authorise the removal therefrom of the eyes or other parts 
of the body for use for those purposes. 

10 	(2) Without prejudice to subsection one of this 
section, the party lawfully in possession of the body of a 
deceased person may authorise the removal therefrom of 
the eyes or any other parts of the body for the purposes 
aforesaid unless that party has reason to believe- 

15 	(a) that the deceased had expressed an objection to 
his eyes or other parts of his body being so 
dealt with after his death, and had not 
withdrawn such objection; or 

(b) that the surviving spouse, or, if there is no 
20 	surviving spouse; the nearest surviving relative 

of the deceased objects to the deceased's eyes or 
other. parte of the body being so dealt with. 

(3) An authority given under this section in respect 
of any deceased person shall be sufficient warrant for the 

25 removal of the eyes or other parts from the body and 
their use for the purposes aforesaid; but no such removal 
shall be' effected except by a legally qualified medical 
practitioner, who must have satisfied himself by a 
personal examination of the body that life is extinct. 

30 	(4) Authority for the removal of eyes or any other 
parts of the body shall not be given under this section 
if the party empowered to give such authority has reason 
to believe the an inquest may be required to be held on 
the body, uoless a coroner has signified in writing that 

35 such removal may be undertaken and the requirements 
of subsection one or two of this section are complied with. 

(5) 
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(5) No authority shall be given under this section 
in respect of the body of a deceased person by a person 
entrusted by another person with the body for the 
purpose only of its embalmment, interment or cremation. 

	

5 	(6) In the case of a body lying in a hospital, any 
authority under this section may be given on behalf of the 
person having the control and management of the 
hospital by any officer or person designated in that behalf 
by the firstmentioned person. 

	

10 	(7) Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
rendering unlawful any dealing with, or with any part of, 
the body of a deceased person which would have been 
lawful if this Act had not passed. 

(1) Where authority for the removal of any eyes or Grafting of 
15 other parts of the body of a deceased person has been other parts 

given under this Act, such eyes or other parts may be of the body. 
used for immediate grafting into the body of a living 
person or may be retained and used for such purpose at 
some later time. 

	

20 	(2) No person other than a legally qualified medical 
practitioner shall undertake the carrying out of any such 
grafting. 

Any eyes or other parts of the bodies of deceased :h 
 Retentionfurte r 

 
persons removed in accordance with the provisions of use to be 

25 this Act and which are to be retained and used for by approved 
grafting into the body of a living person at some later persons. 

time, shall be retained only by such persons, institutions 
or organisations as may be approved by the Minister. 

(1) Any person who,- 	 Offences. 

	

30 	(a) otherwise than in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act authorises the removal from the body 
of a deceased person of any eye or other part 
of the body for therapeutic purposes; or 

(b) 
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not being a legally qualified medical practi-
tioner,— 

removes from the body of any deceased 
person any eye or other part of the 
body the removal of which has been 
authorised under this Act, or 

(ii) undertakes the carrying out of any 
grafting of any eye or other part of the 

10 	 of a living person; or 
body of a deceased person into the body 

uses for purposes other than therapeutic 
purposes any eye or other part of the body 
removed from the body of any deceased person 
pursuant to the provisions of this Act, 

15 shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
Any person, institution or organisation, not 

being a person, institution or organisation approved by 
the Minister pursuant to section four of this Act, 
retaining any eyes or other parts of the bodies of deceased 

20 persons for grafting into the bodies of living persons 
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

Any person, institution or organisation guilty 
of an offence against this Act shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

25 	(4) All proceedings for offences against this Act 
shall be disposed of summarily before a court of petty 
sessions. 

Sydney: A. H. Pettifcr, Government Printer-1955. 
[6d.] 

(i) 
5 



No. , 1955. 

A BILL 
To make provision with respect to the 

use of eyes and other parts of the bodies of 
deceased persons for therapeutic purposes ; 
and for purposes connected therewith. 

[Mr. 0 'SULLIVAN ;-20 September, 1955.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty. 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 

5 the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Corneal and Short title 
Tissue Grafting Act, 1955." and 

commence- 
(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be went' 

appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 
to published in the Gazette. 

92355 33— 2. 



Act No. , 1955. 2 

Corneal and Tissue Grafting. 

2. (1) If any person, either in writing at any time or Removal of 
orally in the presence of two or more witnesses during eyes 

and  
parts his last illness, has expressed a request that his eyes or t:L1Y 

any other parts of his body be used for therapeutic of deceased 

5 purposes after his death, the party lawfully in posses- ,;75716  
sion of his body after death may, unless he has reason Geo. 6 
to believe that the request was subsequently withdrawn, 1:128Elaizi2, 
authorise the removal therefrom of the eyes or other parts 
of the body for use for those purposes. 

10 (2) Without prejudice to subsection one of this 
section, the party lawfully in possession of the body of a 
deceased person may authorise the removal therefrom of 
the eyes or any other parts of the body for the purposes 
aforesaid unless that party has reason to believe- 

15 (a) that the deceased had expressed an objection to 
his eyes or other parts of his body being so 
dealt with after his death, and had not 
withdrawn such objection; or 

(b) that the surviving spouse, or, if there is no 
20 surviving spouse, the nearest surviving relative 

of the deceased objects to the deceased's eyes or 
other parts of the body being so dealt with. 

(3) An authority given under this section in respect 
of any deceased person shall be sufficient warrant for the 

25 removal of the eyes or other parts from the body and 
their use for the purposes aforesaid; but no such removal 
shall be effected except by a legally qualified medical 
practitioner, who must have satisfied himself by a 
personal examination of the body that life is extinct. 

30 (4) Authority for the removal of eyes or any other 
parts of the body shall not be given under this section 
if the party empowered to give such authority has reason 
to believe that an inquest may be required to be held on 
the body, unless a coroner has signified in writing that 

35 such removal may be undertaken and the requirements 
of subsection one or two of this section are complied with. 

(5) 
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Corneal and Tissue Grafting. 

(5) No authority shall be given under this section 
in respect of the body of a deceased person by a person 
entrusted by another person with the body for the 
purpose only of its embalmment, interment or cremation. 

5 (6) In the case of a body lying in a hospital, any 
authority under this section may be given on behalf of the 
person having the control and management of the 
hospital by any officer or person designated in that behalf 
by the firstmentioned person. 

10 (7) Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
rendering unlawful any dealing with, or with any part of, 
the body of a deceased person which would have been 
lawful if this Act had not passed. 

(1) Where authority for the removal of any eyes or Grafting of 
15 other parts of the body of a deceased person has been otherPliaartS 

given under this Act, such eyes or other parts may be of the body. 
used for immediate grafting into the body of a living 
person or may be retained and used for such purpose at 
some later time. 

20 (2) No person other than a legally qualified medical 
practitioner shall undertake the carrying out of any such 
grafting. 

Any eyes or other parts of the bodies of deceased Retention for f urther persons removed in accordance with the provisions of user  tobe 
25 this Act and which are to be retained and used for by approved 

grafting into the body of a living person at some later persons.
r
r 

 
time, shall be retained only by such persons, institutions 
or organisations as may be approved by the Minister. 

(1) Any person who,- Offences. 

30 (a) otherwise than in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act authorises the removal from the body 
of a deceased person of any eye or other part 
of the body for therapeutic purposes; or 

(b) 
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Corneal and Tissue Grafting. 

(b) not being a legally qualified medical practi-
tioner,— 

removes from the body of any deceased 
person any eye or other part of the 

	

5 	 body the removal of which has been 
authorised under this Act, or 
undertakes the carrying out of any 
grafting of any eye or other part of the 
body of a deceased person into the body 

	

10 	 of a living person; or 
(c) uses for purposes other than therapeutic 

purposes any eye or other part of the body 
removed from the body of any deceased person 
pursuant to the provisions of this Act, 

15 shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
Any person, institution or organisation, not 

being a person, institution or organisation approved by 
the Minister pursuant to section four of this Act, 
retaining any eyes or other parts of the bodies of deceased 

20 persons for grafting into the bodies of living persons 
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

Any person, institution or organisation guilty 
of an offence against this Act shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

All proceedings for offences against this Act 
shall be disposed of summarily before a court of petty 
sessions. 

Sydney: A. H. Pettifer, Covernmant Printer-195n. 
16d.] 



CORNEAL AND TISSUE GRAFTING BILL, 1955. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

THE object of this Bill is to provide legal authority for the removal of eyes and other 
human grafts from the bodies of recently deceased persons for therapeutic purposes 
and under certain prescribed conditions. 

92U5 	33— 
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No. , 1955. 

A BILL 
To make provision with respect to the 

use of eyes and other parts of the bodies of 
deceased persons for therapeutic purposes ; 
and for purposes connected therewith. 

[Mr. 0 'SuLLivAN ;-20 September, 1955.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty. 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 

5 the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Corneal and Short title 
Tissue Grafting Act, 1955." and 

commence- 
(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be meat' 

appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 
0 published in the Gazette. 

92355 33— 2. 



Act No. , 1955. 2 

Corneal and Tissue Grafting. 

2. (1) If any person, either in writing at any time or Removal of 
orally in the presence of two or more witnesses during and 

eyes t his last illness, has expressed a request that his eyes or of tifetr4 
any other parts of his body be used for therapeutic 

of 
deceased 

5 purposes after his death, the party lawfully in posses- rsos. 
cf. 15  16 

sion of his body after death may, unless he has reason Geo. 6.  
to believe that the request was subsequently withdrawn, 8:12sEin!' 
authorise the removal therefrom of the eyes or other parts 
of the body for use for those purposes. 

10 (2) Without prejudice to subsection one of this 
section, the party lawfully in possession of the body of a 
deceased person may authorise the removal therefrom of 
the eyes or any other parts of the body for the purposes 
aforesaid unless that party has reason to believe- 

15 (a) that the deceased had expressed an objection to 
his eyes or other parts of his body being so 
dealt with after his death, and had not 
withdrawn such objection ; or 

(b) that the surviving spouse, or, if there is no 
20 surviving spouse, the nearest surviving relative 

of the deceased objects to the deceased's eyes or 
other parts of the body being so dealt with. 

(3) An authority given under this section in respect 
of any deceased person shall be sufficient warrant for the 

25 removal of the eyes or other parts from the body and 
their use for the purposes aforesaid; but no such removal 
shall be effected except by a legally qualified medical 
practitioner, who must have satisfied himself by a 
personal examination of the body that life is extinct. 

30 (4) Authority for the removal of eyes or any other 
parts of the body shall not be given under this section 
if the party empowered to give such authority has reason 
to believe that an inquest may be required to be held on 
the body, unless a coroner has signified in writing that 

35 such removal may be undertaken and the requirements 
of subsection one or two of this section are complied with. 

(5) 
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(5) No authority shall be given under this section 
in respect of the body of a deceased person by a person 
entrusted by another person with the body for the 
purpose only of its embalmment, interment or cremation. 

	

5 	(6) In the case of a body lying in a hospital, any 
authority under this section may be given on behalf of the 
person having the control and management of the 
hospital by any officer or person designated in that behalf 
by the firstmentioned person. 

	

10 	(7) Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
rendering unlawful any dealing with, or with any part of, 
the body of a deceased person which would have been 
lawful if this Act had not passed. 

(1) Where authority for the removal of any eyes or Grafting of 
15 other parts of the body of a deceased person has been otherr

apn
a
d
rts 

 

given under this Act, such eyes or other parts may be of the body. 
used for immediate grafting into the body of a living 
person or may be retained and used for such purpose at 
some later time. 

	

20 	(2) No person other than a legally qualified medical 
practitioner shall undertake the carrying out of any such 
grafting. 

Any eyes or other parts of the bodies of deceased for
etention 

Further persons removed in accordance with the provisions of use to be 
25 this Act and which are to be retained and used for by approved 

grafting into the body of a living person at some later persons. 
 

time, shall be retained only by such persons, institutions 
or organisations as may be approved by the Minister. 

(1) Any person who,- 	 Offences. 

	

30 	(a) otherwise than in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act authorises the removal from the body 
of a deceased person of any eye or other part 
of the body for therapeutic purposes; or 

(b) 
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not being a legally qualified medical practi-
tioner,— 

removes from the body of any deceased 
person any eye or other part of the 

5 body the removal of which has been 
authorised under this Act, or 

(ii) undertakes the carrying out of any 
grafting of any eye or other part of the 
body of a deceased person into the body 

10 of a living person; or 

uses for purposes, other than therapeutic 
purposes any eye or other part of the body 
removed from the body of any deceased person 
pursuant to the provisions of this Act, 

15 shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

Any person, institution or organisation, not 
being a person, institution or organisation approved by 
the Minister pursuant to section four of this Act, 
retaining any eyes or other parts of the bodies of deceased 

20 persons for grafting into the bodies of living persons 
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

Any person, institution or organisation guilty 
of an offence against this Act shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

25 (4) All proceedings for offences against this Act 
shall be disposed of summarily before a court of petty 
sessions. 

(i) 

Sydney: A. a. Pettifer, Government Printer-1955. 
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Act No. 32, 1955. 

An Act to make provision with respect to the 
use of eyes and other parts of the bodies of 
deceased persons for therapeutic purposes ; 
and for purposes connected therewith. 
[Assented to, 4th November, 1955.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Corneal and apart  
title 

Tissue Grafting Act, 1955." commence- 
(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be !tient 

appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 
published in the Gazette. 

34407 [4d.] 2. 



2 Act No. 32, 1955. 

 

 
 

Corneal and Tissue Grafting. 

 

Removal of 
eyes and 
other parts 
of the body 
of deceased 
persons. 
cf. 15 & 16 
Geo. 6 
& 1 Eliz. 2, 
c. 28, s. 1. 

2. (1) If any person, either in writing at any time or 
orally in the presence of two or more witnesses during 
his last illness, has expressed a request that his eyes or 
any other parts of his body be used for therapeutic 
purposes after his death, the party lawfully in posses-
sion of his body after death may, unless he has reason 
to believe that the request was subsequently withdrawn, 
authorise the removal therefrom of the eyes or other parts 
of the body for use for those purposes. 

(2) Without prejudice to subsection one of this 
section, the party lawfully in possession of the body of a 
deceased person may authorise the removal therefrom of 
the eyes or any other parts of the body for the purposes 
aforesaid unless that party has reason to believe— 

that the deceased had expressed an objection to 
his eyes or other parts of his body being so 
dealt with after his death, and had not 
withdrawn such objection; or 

that the surviving spouse, or, if there is no 
surviving spouse, the nearest surviving relative 
of the deceased objects to the deceased's eyes or 
other parts of the body being so dealt with. 

(3) An authority given under this section in respect 
of any deceased person shall be sufficient warrant for the 
removal of the eyes or other parts from the body and 
their use for the purposes aforesaid; but no such removal 
shall be effected except by a legally qualified medical 
practitioner, who must have satisfied himself by a 
personal examination of the body that life is extinct. 

(4) Authority for the removal of eyes or any other 
parts of the body shall not be given under this section 
if the party empowered to give such authority has reason. 
to believe that an inquest may be required to be held on 
the body, unless a coroner has signified in writing that 
such removal may be undertaken and the requirements 
of subsection one or two of this section are-complied with. 

(5) 
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No authority shall be given under this section 
in respect of the body of a deceased person by a person 
entrusted by another person with the body for the 
purpose only of its embalmment, interment or cremation. 

In the case of a body lying in a hospital, any 
authority under this section may be given on behalf of the 
person having the control and management of the 
hospital by any officer or person designated in that behalf 
by the firstmentioned person. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
rendering unlawful any dealing with, or with any part of, 
the body of a deceased person which would have been 
lawful if this Act had not passed. 

(1) Where authority for the removal of any eyes or Grafting of 
other parts of the body of a deceased person has been eoLuearaipladrts 
given under this Act, such eyes or other parts may be of the body. 
used for immediate grafting into the body of a living 
person or may be retained and used for such purpose at 
some later time. 

(2) No person other than a legally qualified medical 
practitioner shall undertake the carrying out of any such 
grafting. 

Any eyes or other parts of the bodies of deceased Retention
f for further persons removed in accordance with the provisions of uoser  

this Act and which are to be retained and used for by approved 
grafting into the body of a living person at some later persons. 

 
time, shall be retained only by such persons, institutions 
or organisations as may be approved by the Minister. 

(1) Any person who,— Offences. 

(a) otherwise than in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act authorises the removal from the body 
of a deceased person of any eye or other part 
of the body for therapeutic purposes; or 

(b) 
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Corneal and Tissue Grafting. 

(h) not being a legally qualified medical practi-
tioner,— 

removes from the body of any deceased 
person any eye or other part of the 
body the removal of which has been 
authorised under this Act, or 
undertakes the carrying out of any 
grafting of any eye or other part of the 
body of a deceased person into the body 
of a living person; or 

(c) uses for purposes other than therapeutic 
purposes any eye or other part of the body 
removed from the body of any deceased person 
pursuant to the provisions of this Act, 

shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
Any person, institution or organisation, not 

being a person, institution or organisation approved by 
the Minister pursuant to section four of this Act, 
retaining any eyes or other parts of the bodies of deceased 
persons for grafting into the bodies of living persons 
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

Any person, institution or organisation guilty 
of an offence against this Act shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

All proceedings for offences against this Act 
shall be disposed of summarily before a court of petty 
sessions. 

By Authority: 
A. H. PETTIFER, Government Printer, Sydney, 1955. 



I certify that this PUBLIC BILL, which originated in the LEGIS-
LATIVE ASSEMBLY, has finally passed the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL awl-
the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY of NEW SOUTH PALES. 

H. ROBBINS, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
Sydney, 27 October, 1955. 
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Act No. 32, 1955. 

An Act to make provision with respect to the 
use of eyes and other parts of the bodies of 
deceased persons for therapeutic purposes; 
and for purposes connected therewith. 
[Assented to, 4th November, 1955.] 

DE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the 
Tissue Grafting Act, 1955." 

(2) This Act shall commence upon 
appointed by the Governor and notified by 
published in the Gazette. 

rt title Sho `Corneal and and 
commence- 

a day to be meat' 
proclamation 

2. 
I have examined this Bill, and find it to correspond in all respects 

with the Bill as finally passed by both Houses. 

G. BOOTH, 
Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Assembly. 
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Corneal and Tissue Grafting. 

 

Removal of 
eyes and 
other parts 
of the body 
of deceased 
persons. 
cf. 15 & 16 
Geo. 6 
& 1 Mhz. 2, 
c. ES, a. 1. 

2. (1) If any person, either in writing at any time or 
orally in the presence of two or more witnesses during-
his last illness, has expressed a request that his eyes or-
any other parts of his body be used for therapeutic-
purposes after his death, the party lawfully in posses-
sion of his body after death may, unless he has reason 
to believe that the request was subsequently withdrawn, 
authorise the removal therefrom of the eyes or other parts 
of the body for use for those purposes. 

(2) Without prejudice to subsection one of this 
section, the party lawfully in possession of the body of a 
deceased person may authorise the removal therefrom of 
the eyes or any other parts of the body for the purposes 
aforesaid unless that party has reason to believe— 

that the deceased had expressed an objection to 
his eyes or other parts of his body being so 
dealt with after his death, and had not. 
withdrawn such objection; or 

that the surviving spouse, or, if there is no• 
surviving spouse, the nearest surviving relative 
of the deceased objects to the deceased's eyes or 
other parts of the body being so dealt with. 

(3) An authority given under this section in respect 
of any deceased person shall be sufficient warrant for the-
removal of the eyes or other parts from the body and•  
their use for the purposes aforesaid; but no such removal' 
shall be effected except by a legally qualified medical 
practitioner, who must have satisfied himself by a 
personal examination of the body that life is extinct. 

(4) Authority for the removal of eyes or any other 
parts of the body shall not be given under this section 
if the party empowered to give such authority has reason 
to believe that an inquest may be required to be held on 
the body, unless a coroner has signified in writing that 
such removal may be undertaken and the requirements 
of subsection one or two of this section are complied with.. 

  

(5) 
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No authority shall be given under this section 
in respect of the body of a deceased person by a person 
entrusted by another person with the body for the 
purpose only of its embalmment, interment or cremation. 

In the case of a body lying in a hospital, any 
authority under this section may be given on behalf of the 
person having the control and management of the 
hospital by any officer or person designated in that behalf 
by the firstmentioned person. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
rendering unlawful any dealing with, or with any part of, 
the body of a deceased person which would have been 
lawful if this Act had not passed. 

(1) Where authority for the removal of any eyes or Grafting of-
other parts of the body of a deceased person has been oegearaparts 
given under this Act, such eyes or other parts may be of the body_ 
used for immediate grafting into the body of a living 
person or may be retained and used for such purpose at 
some later time. 

(2) No person other than a legally qualified medical 
practitioner shall undertake the carrying out of any such 
grafting. 

Any eyes or other parts of the bodies of deceased Retention 
further persons removed in accordance with the provisions of usefor  toe  

this Act and which are to be retained and used for by approve& 

grafting into the body of a living person at some later persons. 
 

time, shall be retained only by such persons, institutions 
or organisations as may be approved by the Minister. 

(1) Any person who,— Offences.. 

(a) otherwise than in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act authorises the removal from the body 
of a deceased person of any eye or other part 
of the body for therapeutic purposes; or 

(b) 
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(b) not being a legally qualified medical practi-
tioner,— 

removes from the body of any deceased 
person any eye or other part of the 
body the removal of which has been 
authorised under this Act, or 
undertakes the carrying out of any 
grafting of any eye or other part of the 
body of a deceased person into the body 
of a living person; or 

(c) uses for purposes other than therapeutic 
purposes any eye or other part of the body 
removed from the body of any deceased person 
pursuant to the provisions of this Act, 

shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
Any person, institution or organisation, not 

being a person, institution or organisation approved by 
the Minister pursuant to section four of this Act, 
retaining any eyes or other parts of the bodies of deceased 
persons for grafting into the bodies of living persons 
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

Any person, institution or organisation guilty 
of an offence against this Act shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

All proceedings for offences against this Act 
shall be disposed of summarily before a court of petty 
.sessions: 

In the name and on behalf of Her Majesty I assent to 
this Act. 

J. NORTHCOTT, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
Sydney, 4th November, 1955. 


