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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Act No. 37, 1924. 
An Act to provide for the registration and regula-

tion of nurses ; to amend the Private Hospitals 
Act, 1908 ; and for purposes consequent 
thereon or incidental thereto. [Assented to, 
17th December, 1924.] 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows :— 

Preliminary. 
1. (1) This Act may be cited as the " Nurses' Regis- Short title 

z) tration Act „, and con.- , 1924." , 
niencement. 
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Interprets. 
tion. 

(2) This Act shall come into operation on a day to 
be appointed by the Governor and notified in the Gazette. 

In the construction of this Act, unless the context 
otherwise indicates,— 

" Mental hospital " includes a hospital for the 
insane. 

" Minister " means the Minister for Public Health 
or other Minister to whom the administration 
of this Act is for the time being committed 
by the Governor. 

" Prescribed " means prescribed by this Act, or by 
any regulation made thereunder. 

" Register " means the register of nurses to be 
kept under this Act. 

" Registered " means registered under the provisions 
of this Act. 

" Registrar " means registrar appointed under the 
provisions of this Act. 

" Regulations " means regulations made under this 
Act. 

" The board " means the Nurses' Registration 
Board of New South Wales appointd under 
the provisions of this Act. 

Words importing the female gender shall include 
the male excepting in respect of midwifery 
nurses. 

I 

Appointment 
of board. 

Constitution of board. 
(1) The Governor shall appoint a board, to be 

called the Nurses' Registration Board of New South 
Wales, consisting of seven persons, namely :— 

The Director-General of Public Health, who 
shall ex officio be chairman of the board ; 
the Inspector-General of Mental Hospitals, 
who shall ex officio be a member of the board ; 
the principal teacher of obstetrics in the Uni-
versity of Sydney, who shall ex officio be a 
member of the board.; 
one legally qualified medical practitioner, who 
shall be nominated by the New South Wales 
Council of the Australasian Trained Nurses 
Association ; 	 (e) 
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three nurses, two of whom shall be nominated 
by the New South Wales Council of the 
Australasian Trained Nurses Association. One 
of such nurses shall be a past or present nurse 
of a general hospital, one a past or present nurse 
of a midwifery hospital. The third nurse shall 
be a past or present nurse of a mental hospital 
who shall be nominated in manner prescribed 
by regulation by certificated mental nurses. 
In the case of the nomination to the first 
board, the regulations shall be made by the 
Governor and notified in the Gazette : Pro-
vided that registered nurses of the respective 
classes mentioned _shall be appointed as 
members of the second or any subsequent 
board under this paragraph. 

(2) The secretary to the Board of Health shall The registrar. 
ex officio be the registrar of the board. 

4. (1) The members of the board (other than the Tenure of 
Director-General of Public Health, the Inspector- vacancies, ago. 
General of Mental Hospitals, and the principal teacher 
of obstetrics in the University of Sydney) shall hold 
office for three years, but they shall be eligible for 
reappointment. 

If any member of the board is absent without 
the permission of the board from four consecutive 
meetings of the board, or becomes bankrupt, or is 
convicted of any indctable offence, or becomes insane, 
or resigns his seat, or dies, his seat shall thereby become 
vacant ; and every such vacancy shall be deemed to be 
an extraordinary vacancy. 

On the oecurren ce of any extraordinary vacancy 
in the board, or in case of the failure of the New South 
Wales Council of the Australasian Trained Nurses 
Association within one month to nominate a member, 
the Governor may appoint another person to fill the 
vacancy. Any person appointed to fill an extraordinary 
vacancy shall hold office only for the remainder of the 
term for which his predecessor was appointed, but shall 
be eligible for reappointment. 

 

(e) 
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During any vacancy in the board the re-
maining members, subject to there being a quorum, may 
act as if no vacancy existed. 

A quorum of the board shall consist of not 
less than four members. 

At any meeting of the board the chairman, 
or in his absence any member elected by the members 
present to act as chairman at such meeting, shall preside, 
and shall have a casting as well as a deliberative vote. 

Powers and duties of board. 
5. The powers and duties of the board shall be as 

follows :— 
To appoint examiners. 
To determine the character, subjects, and con-
duct of examinations. 
To appoint the places where, and the times 
when, examinations shall be held. 
To cause the names of qualified nurses to be 
entered in the prescribed manner in the register. 
To appoint, subject to the approval of the 
Minister, such officers as may be necessary for 
the purposes of this Act. 
To issue and cancel certificates of registration; 
and 
generally to do any act or perform any duty 
which may be necessary for the due and proper 
carrying out of the provisions of this Act. 

6. (1) The board may— 
(a) for misconduct suspend any nurse from practice 

as a registered nurse for such time as it 
deems just, or remove from the register the 
name of any nurse, and shall notify the nurse 
accordingly : 

Provided that the board shall not under this 
paragraph suspend any nurse from practice or 
remove any nurse's name from the register 
without sending to such nurse by registered 
letter a statement in writing of the conduct 
imputed to her, and without affording her an 
optortunity of giving an explanation in 
writing or in person; (b) 

Duties of 
the board. 

Power of 
board to 
remove and 
suspend. 
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restore to the register the name of any nurse so 
removed ; and 
suspend any registered nurse temporarily from 
such practice if such suspension appears to it 
necessary to prevent the spread of infection : 

Provided that the Director-General of Public 
Health or a medical practitioner authorised by 
him shall have power to suspend a midwifery 
nurse under this paragraph pending considera-
tion by the board. 
Any person whose name is ordered under the Surrender of 

provisions of the preceding subsection to be removed certificate. 
from the register shall within fourteen days from the 
notification to her of the order surrender her certificate 
of registration and badge to the board. 

If she fails to do so she shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding two pounds for every day during which 
the offence is continued. 

The board may pay such compensation to 
any midwifery nurse suspended under the provisions of 
paragraph (c) of subsection one of this section as it 
thinks fit. 

(1) Any nurse who is aggrieved by any decision Appeal from 
of the board under paragraph (a) of subsection one of tdieiectiencr 
the last preceding section may, within three months after 
she has been notified of such decision, appeal therefrom 
to a District Court judge. 

(2) Such judge shall inquire into and decide 
upon the appeal, and for that purpose may do all 
such matters and things relating thereto in the same 
manner and to the same extent as he is empowered to do 
in the exercise of his ordinary jurisdiction as a District 
Court judge, and his decision shall be final and without 
appeal. 

The board may examine any person upon oath, Power to 

or take a solemn declaration from any person, for the n witnesses. 
purposes of this Act. If any person wilfully makes 
any false statement upon such examination or in such 
declaration, or utters or attempts to utter or put off as 
true before the board any false, forged, or counterfeit 
certificate, diploma, license, letter, testimonial, or other 

document 
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document or writing, lie or she shall be. guilty of a 
misdemeanour, and shall, on conviction, be liable to be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any period 
not exceeding twelve months. 

Registration of nurses. 
Who may be 9.  (1) Any person who has attained the age of 
registered. twenty-one years, is of sound health, and who satisfies 

the board as to good character, may be registered— 
(a) as a general nurse if— 

she holds a certificate as prescribed, 
stating that she has attended the 
practice of ono or more medical and 
surgical hospitals approved by the 
board for the period prescribed, being 
not less than three years, or that she, 
subsequently to being registered as a 
mental nurse, has attended the practice 
of such hospitals for not less than two 
years ; and 
she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes ; or 

(b) as a mental nurse if— 
(1) she holds a certificate as prescribed, 

stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more mental hospitals 
approved by the board for the period 
prescribed, being not less than three 
years, or that she, subsequently to 
beinc,  registered as a general nurse, has 
attended the practice of such hospitals 
for not less than two years ; and 

(ii) she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes; or 

(c) as a midwifery nurse if— 
(i) she holds a certificate as,  prescribed, 

stating that she has . attended the 
practice of one or more maternity 
hospitals approved by the board for the 
period prescribed, being not less than 
one year, or that she, subsequently to 

being 
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being registered as a general nurse, has 
attended the practice of such hospitals 
for not less than the period of six 
months; and 

(ii) she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes; or 

(d) as an infants' nurse if— 
she holds a certificate as prescribed, 
stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more hospitals for 
children or such similar institutions 
approved by the board for the period 
prescribed ; 
she has passed such examinations as 
the board prescribes. 

Any person who has attained the age of 
twenty-one years, is of sound health, who satisfies the 
board as to good character, and who produces evidence 
satisfactory to the board of having been trained as a 
nurse and registered in any other part of His Majesty's 
dominions in which an Act providing for the registration 
of nurses is in force, and which admits to its register nurses 
registered under this Act on reciprocal terms, may, upon 
payment of the fee payable on the registration of other 
persons, be registered under this Act, provided that the 
board is satisfied that the standard of training and 
examination in such other part of His Majesty's 
dominions is equivalent to the standard prescribed in 
pursuance of this Act. 

Any person, not otherwise provided for under 
subsection two of this section, who has attained the age 
of twenty-one years, is of sound health, and satisfies the 
board as to good character, and who produces evidence 
satisfactory to the board of having been trained as a 
nurse, and of having obtained a certificate approved by 
the board from any institution or person or body of 
persons in any part of His Majesty's dominions outside 
New South Wales, may, upon payment of the fee 
payable on the registration of other persons, be registered 
under this Act, provided that she has passed such 
examinations as the board prescribes, and the board is 
satisfied that her qualifications are adequate. 	10. 
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Provision for 10. Any person who has attained the age of twenty- 
nurses.
existing 
	one years, is of sound health, and satisfies the board as 

to good character, and who, within one year from the 
commencement of this Act or within such further time 
as the board may in any particular case allow, applies 
to be registered may be registered according to her 
qualifications as a general, mental, infants', or midwifery 
nurse if such person-- 

holds an appropriate certificate as required by 
section nine and satisfies the board that she 
has shown proficiency in the particular branch 
in which she applies to be registered ; or 
produces to the board certificates of com-
petency from two legally qualified medical prac-
titioners, and other sufficient evidence that she 
possesses a satisfactory knowledge of nursing in 
the particular branch in which she applies to be 
registered, and that, at the commencement of 
this Act, she had been for at least three years 
bona fide engaged in the practice of nursing in 
New South Wales ; or 
is a member of any nursing association 
approved by the board. 

11. (1) The registrar shall enter in a register, in the 
prescribed manner and on being paid the prescribed 
fee, the full name and address, date of registration, and 
description of qualifications for which registration is 
granted, and all other prescribed particulars of every 
general, mental, infants', or midwifery nurse, whom 
the board declares qualified to be so registered. The 
registrar shall transmit to the Minister in the month of 
January in each year separate lists of the general, 
mental, infants', and midwifery nurses whose names 
and addresses are then on the register. The Minister 
shall cause such lists to be published in the Gazette. 

A copy of such Gazette, or a copy of the register 
signed by the chairman of the board, shall be prima 
facie evidence, in all legal proceedings, that the persons 
mentioned therein are registered as therein stated, and 
the omission of any name therefrom shall be prima facie 
evidence that such person is not registered. 

Register. 

(2) 
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In the case of a person whose name does 
not appear in any such copy, a certificate under the hand 
of the registrar of the entry of her name in the register 
shall be prima facie evidence that she is so registered as 
a general, mental, infants', or midwifery nurse. 

A certificate purporting to be signed by the 
registrar that the name of a person whose name appears 
in the register has been removed from the register, and 
of the date of such removal, shall be prima facie evidence 
that such person is not registered, and of the date as 
from which she ceased to be so registered. 

Offences. 
12. After the expiration of a period of twelve months Unregistered 

i
a
)
s
e
s
r
u
s
m
on
: 

 tot to 
a
i from the commencement of this Act a person shall not 

take or use the name or title of— name of 
a registered nurse n

eg
s
s
e
t
,
e rz

e
d , or use any initials, or descrip- r 

tion, or any name, title, addition, or designation 
implying that she is registered under this or 
the Private Hospitals Act, 1908, unless she is 
registered under this Act ; or 
a general nurse, unless she is registered as a 
general nurse ; or 
a mental nurse, unless she is registered as a 
mental nurse ; or 
an infants' nurse, unless she is registered as an 
infants' nurse ; or 
a midwife, midwifery nurse, or obstetric nurse, 
unless she is registered as a midwifery nurse. 

Any person who, after the expiration of the said period, 
not being so registered, takes or uses any such name, 
initials, title, addition, designation, or descriptimi as 
aforesaid shall be liable on conviction to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds. 

13. (1) After the expiration of a period of twelve Unauthorised 
months from the commencement of this Act— nursing. 

no registered mental, infants', or midwifery 
nurse shall act in a capacity in which she is 
not registered ; 
no person who is not registered as a midwifery 
nurse shall for gain attend any lying-in woman. 

B Any 
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Any person contravening the provisions of this section 
shall be liable upon summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding twenty pounds. 

(2) The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to— 

any legally qualified medical practitioner ; 
any person attending a lying-in woman who 
does not reside within five miles of a legally 
qualified medical practitioner or midwifery 
nurse, or in whose case no such practitioner or 
nurse is known after due inquiry to be able or 
willing to attend ; or 
any person rendering assistance in a case of 
emergency. 

Registered 	14. A registered nurse shall not employ an unregis-nurees not to 
employ unregisl tered person as her substitute. tered persons 
as substitutes. Any nurse offending against this section shall be 

liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 
Badges. 	15. A registered nurse shall be entitled to wear a 

badge of prescribed design issued by the board, and any 
person not a registered nurse who wears such or a 
similar badge shall be liable, on summary conviction, 
to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. . 

Penalties. 	16. Save as otherwise expressly provided, any 
registered nurse who fails, neglects, or refuses to 
comply with any lawful order or direction of the 
board, made pursuant to this Act, shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

Fees and 
expenses. 

Miscellaneous. 
17. (1) There shall be payable by every person who 

comes up for examination or is registered the fees men-
tioned in the Schedule to this Act. Every registered 
midwifery nurse shall also pay the annual fee mentioned 
in the said Schedule in respect of the retention of her 
name on the register. Such fees shall be paid to the 
board. The board shall apply such fees to the payment 
of expenses connected with examinations and registration 
under this Act, and to the payment of salaries of the 
officers of the board, to the compensation of midwifery 

nurses 
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nurses suspended . under paragraph (c) of subsection one 
Of section six of this Act, and to the general expenses 
of the board. 

(2) The board shall, as soon as practicable after Publication 
the thirtY-first day of December in each year, publish a :tfafitenma  net 
financial statement made up to that date, showing the 

'receipts and .expenditure of the board during the year, 
and its liabilities at the close of the year, which state-

'ment shall be certified as correct by a public accountant. 
Any person who wilfully makes, or causes to be Penalty for 

made,. any false.statement as to any particular required  cwaititeni of 
 ett 

to te entered in the register shall be guilty of a mis-  registers. 
'demeanour, and • shall', on conviction, be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding twenty.fiVe pounds or to be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any time 
not exceeding twelve monthS. 

The board may make regulations— 	 Regulations. 
. (a) governing its proceedings, arid defining the 

duties of its officers ; 
regulating the issue and surrender of badges 
and' of certificates of regis_tration to nurses; 
prescribing the period of attendance at hospitals 
prior to registration, the conditions under which 
a hospital shall be recognised as a training 
school for nurses, regulating and supervising 
courses of training, and preseribirig the form 
of certificates as to such ademiance, and the 
persons by whom they may be granted ; 
regulating the character, subjects, and conduct 
of examinations for registration ; 
prescribing, in so far as it may be necessary to 
prevent the spread of infection, the duties of 
nurses; 
providing for the removal from the register of 
the names of nurses who have died ; 
providing for the removal from the register of 
the names of nurses who have left the State or 
who have become insane persons or patients 
within the meaning of the Lunacy Act, 189S, 
and for the circumstances under which such 
names shall be restored to the register ; 

c 	 (h) 
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Regulations 
to be 
published. 

Offences and 
penalties. 

Officers, &c., 
not to be 
personally 
liable. 

regulating and supervising the practice of 
midwifery nurses and providing for the noti-
fication of diseases either in the mother or the 
newborn child by such nurses ; 
generally for carrying out the provisions of this 
Act ; and 
imposing a penalty of not more than twenty 
pounds for auy breach of such regulations. 

20. All regulations so mane, if approved by the 
Governor, shall— 

be published in the Gazette ; 
take effect from the date of publication, or 
from a later date to be specified in such 
regulations ; and 
be laid before both Houses of Parliament 
within fourteen sitting days after publication 
if Parliament is in session, and if not, then 
within fourteen sitting days after the com-
mencement of the next session. But if either 
House of the Parliament passes a resolution, of 
which notice has been given, at any time within 
fifteen sitting days after such regulations have 
been laid before such House disallowing any 
regulation or part thereof, such regulation or 
part shall thereupon cease to have effect. 

21. All informations for offences against this Act 
or the regulations shall be laid by the registrar, or 
some other officer appointed by the board for that 
purpose, and all penalties, 'when recovered, shall be paid 
to the board for the purposes of this Act. 

All such penalties may be recovered in a summary 
manner before any stipendiary or police magistrate or 
two justices of the peace. 

22. No matter or thing done or suffered by the bottrd, 
or by any member, or the registrar, or any officer of the 
board, bona fide in the execution, or intended execution, of 
this Act, or the exercise or discharge, or intended exercise 
or discharge, of any of its or his powers or duties, shall 
subject the board or any member, or the registrar, or 
the officer, or any other person, or the Crown, to any 
liability in respect thereof. 

23. 

4 
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23. The Private Hospitals Act, 1908, is amended as Amendment 
of Act No. 14 follows :— 	 of 1905. 

(a) (i) By omitting from section two the definitions sec. 2.  
of " hospital nurse " and •" midwifery 
nurse " ; and 

(ii) by inserting at the end of the same section 
the following definition : 	Registered' as 
applied to a nurse means registered under 
the provisions of the Nurses' Registration 
Act, 1924 "; 

(1) 	by omitting sections three, four, and five ; 	Sees. 3, 4, 5. 
(c) (i) by omitting from subsection one of section Sec. 10 (1). 

ten the words " hospital nurse " wherever 
occurring and by inserting in lieu thereof 
the words " registered general nurse " ; and 
by inserting in paragraph (b) of the same nia_ 
subsection before the word " midwifery " 
the word " registered " ; 
by omitting from paragraph (c) of the ibid. 
same subsection the word " and " and by 
inserting in lieu thereof the words "who is 
also registered as a " ; 
by inserting in paragraph (c) of the same ibid. 
subsection before the word " midwifery " 
where it secondly occurs the word " regis-
tered " ; 

(d) by omitting from subsection two of section see. 10(2)..  
ten the words " under paragraphs (b) and (c) 
aforesaid." 

SCHEDULE. 
£ s. d 

t Fee payable for examination of candidates for registration ... 1 1 0 
IP' Fee 	payable 	for 	registration, 	including 	certificate 	of 

registration 	... 	... 	... 	... 	... 	.. 0 10 6 
Fee payable for the retention on the register of the name 

of any midwifery nurse in any year 	... 	... 	... 0 5 0 

By Authority : 

[6(1.] 
	ALFRED JAMES KENT, Government Printer, Sydney, 1924. 
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V, 

1 certify that this PUBLIC BILL, which originated in the  LEGIS-
LATIVE ASSEMBLY, has finally passed the  LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL and 
the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY Of  NEW SOUTH WALES. 

W. S. MOWLE, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
Sydney,  9 December,  1924. 

Alai 604 gird; *At 
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Act No. 37, 1924. 
An Act to provide for the registration and regula-

tion of nurses ; to amend the Private Hospitals 
Act, 1908 ; and for purposes consequent 
thereon or incidental thereto. [Assented to, 
17th December, 1924.] 

. BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows :— 

.Preliminary. 
1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Nurses' Regis- Short tible 

tration Act, 1924." 	 (2) mane  iri
m

e
-
. t. 

 

I have examined this Bill, and find it to correspond in all respects wit 
the Bill as finally passed by both Houses, 

R. B. WALKER, 
Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Assembly. 
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Interprets. 
tion. 

(2) This Act shall come into operation on a day to 
be appointed by the Governor and notified in the Gazette. 

In the construction of this Act, unless the context 
otherwise indicates,— 

" Mental hospital " includes a hospital for the 
insane. 

" Minister " means the Minister for Public Health 
or other Minister to whom the administration 
of this Act is for the time being committed 
by the Governor. 

" Prescribed " means prescribed by this Act, or by 
any regulation made thereunder. 

" Register means the register of nurses to be 
kept under this Act. 

" Registered " means registered under the provisions 
of this Act. 

" Registrar " means registrar appointed under the 
provisions of this Act. 

" Regulations " means regulations made under this 
Act. 

" The board " means the Nurses' Registration 
Board of New South Wales appointed under 
the provisions of this Act. 

Words importing the female gender shall include 
the male excepting in respect of midwifery 
nurses. 

Appointment 
of board. 

Constitution of board. 
(1) The Governor shall appoint a board, to be 

called the Nurses' Registration Board of New South 
Wales, consisting of seven persons, namely :— 

The Director-General of Public Health, who 
shall ex officio be chairman of the board ; 
the Inspector-General of Mental Hospitals, 
who shall ex officio be a member of the board ; 
the principal teacher of obstetrics in the Uni-
versity of Sydney, who shall ex officio  be a 
member of the board ; 
one legally qualified medical practitioner, who 
shall be nominated by the New South Wales 
Council of the Australasian Trained Nurses 
Association ; 	 (e) 
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(e) three nurses, two of whom shall be nominated 
by the New South Wales Council of the 
Australasian Trained Nurses Association. One 
of such nurses shall be a past or present nurse 
of a general hospital, one a past or present nurse 
of a midwifery hospital. The third nurse shall 
be a past or present nurse of a mental hospital 
who shall be nominated in manner prescribed 
by regulation by certificated mental nurses. 
In the case of the nomination to the first 
board, the regulations shall be made by the 
Governor and notified in the Gazette : Pro-
vided that registered nurses of the respective 
classes mentioned shall be appointed as 
members of the second or any subsequent 
board under this paragraph. 

(2) The secretary to the Board of Health shall The registrar. 
ex officio be the registrar of the board. 

4. (1) The members of the board (other than the Tenure of 
Director-General of Public Health, the Inspector- v°ffiaccaneies,  &o. General of Mental Hospitals, and the principal teacher 
of obstetrics in the University of Sydney) shall hold 
office for three years, but they shall be eligible for 
reappointment. 

If any member of the board is absent without 
the permission of the board from four consecutive 
meetings of the board, or becomes bankrupt, or is 
convicted of any indictable offence, or becomes insane, 
or resigns his seat, or dies, his seat shall thereby become 
vacant ; and every such vacancy shall be deemed to be 
an extraordinary vacancy. 

On the occurrence of any extraordinary vacancy 
in the board, or in case of the failure of the New South 
Wales Council of the Australasian Trained Nurses 
Association within one month to nominate a member, 
the Governor may appoint another person to fill the 
vacancy. Any person appointed to fill an extraordinary 
vacancy shall hold office only for the remainder of the 
term for which his predecessor was appointed, but shall 
be eligible for reappointment. 
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Duties of 
the board. 

Power f 
board to 
remove and 
suspend. 

During any vacancy in the board the re-
maining members, subject to there being a quorum, may 
act as if no vacancy existed. 

A quorum of the board shall consist of not 
less than four members. 

At any meeting of the board the chairman, 
or in his absence any member elected by the members 
present to act as chairman at such meeting, shall preside, 
and shall have a casting as well as a deliberative vote. 

Powers and duties of board. 
5. The powers and duties of the board shall be as 

follows :— 
To appoint examiners. 
To determine the character, subjects, and con-
duct of examinations. 
To appoint the places where, and the times 
when, examinations shall be held. 
To cause the names of qualified nurses to be 
entered in the prescribed manner in the register. 
To appoint, subject to the approval of the 
Minister, such officers as may be necessary for 
the purposes of this Act. 
To issue and cancel certificates of registration; 
and 
generally to do any act or perform any duty 
which may be necessary for the dud and proper 
carrying out of the provisions of this Act. 

6. (1) The board may— 
(a) for misconduct suspend any nurse from practice 

as a registered nurse for such time as it 
deems just, or remove from the register the 
name of any nurse, and shall notify the nurse 
accordingly : 

Provided that the board shall not under this 
paragraph suspend any nurse from practice or 
remove any nurse's name from the register 
without sending to such nurse by registered 
letter a statement in writing of the conduct 
imputed to her, and without affording her an 
opvortunity of giving an explanation in 
writing or in person; 	 (b) 
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(1)) restore to the register the name of any nurse so 
removed ; and. 

(c) suspend any registered nurse temporarily from 
such practice if such suspension appears to it 
necessary to prevent the spread of infection : 

Provided that the Director-General of Public 
Health or a medical practitioner authorised by 
him shall have power to suspend a midwifery 
nurse under this paragraph pending considera-
tion by the board. 
Any person whose name is ordered under the Surrender of 

provisions of the preceding subsection to be removed "rtifi"te  
from the register shall within fourteen days from the 
notification to her of the order surrender her certificate 
of registration and badge to the board. 

If she fails to do so she shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding two pounds for every day during which 
the offence is continued. 

The board may pay such compensation to 
any midwifery nurse suspended under the provisions of 
paragraph (c) of subsection one of this section as it 
thinks fit. 

(1) Any nurse who is aggrieved by any decision Appeal from 

of the board under paragraph (a) of subsection one of d"isi°"f the board. 
the last preceding section may, within three months after 
she has been notified of such decision, appeal therefrom 
to a District Court judge. 

(2) Such judge shall inquire into and decide 
upon the appeal, and for that purpose may do all 
such matters and things relating thereto in the same 
manner and to the same extent as he is empowered to do 
in the exercise of his ordinary jurisdiction as a District 
Court judge, and his decision shall be final and without 
appeal. 

The board may examine any person upon oath, ezizte:. 
 

or take a solemn declaration from any person, for the 
purposes of this Act. If any person wilfully makes 
any false statement upon such examination or in such 
declaration, or utters or attempts to utter or put off as 
true before the board any false, forged, or counterfeit 
certificate, diploma, license, letter, testimonial, or other 

document 
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Who may be 
registered. 

document or writing, he or she shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanour, and shall, on conviction, be liable to be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any period 
not exceedin g twelve months. 

Registration of nurses. 
9. (1) Any person who has attained the age of 

twenty-one years, is of sound health, and who satisfies 
the board as to good character, may be registered— 

(a) as a general nurse if— 
she holds a certificate as prescribed, 
stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more medical and 
surgical hospitals approved by the 
board for the period prescribed, being 
not less than three years, or that she, 
subsequently to being registered as a 
mental nurse, has attended the practice 
of such hospitals for not less than two 
years ; and 
she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes ; or 

(b) as a mental nurse if— 
she holds a certificate as prescribed, 
stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more mental hospitals 
approved by the board for the period 
prescribed, being not less than three 
years, or that she, subsequently to 
being registered as a general nurse, has 
attended the practice of such hospitals 
for not less than two years ; and 
she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes ; or 

(c) as a midwifery nurse if— 
(i) she holds a certificate as prescribed, 

stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more maternity 
hospitals approved by the board for the 
period prescribed, being not less than 
one year, or that she, subsequently to 

being 
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being registered as a general nurse, has 
attended the practice of such hospitals 
for not less than the period of six 
months ; and 

(ii) she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes ; or 

(d) as an infants' nurse if— 
she holds a certificate as prescribed, 
stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more hospitals for 
children or such similar institutions 
approved by the board for the period 
prescribed ; 
she has passed such examinations as 
the board prescribes. 

Any person who has attained the age of 
twenty-one years, is of sound health, who satisfies the 
board as to good character, and who produces evidence 
satisfactory to the board of having been trained as a 
nurse and registered in any other part of His Majesty's 
dominions in which an Act providing for the registration 
of nurses is in force, and which admits to its register nurses 
registered under this Act on reciprocal terms, may, upon 
payment of the fee payable on the registration of other 
persons, be registered under this Act, provided that the 
board is satisfied that the standard of training and 
examination in such other part of His Majesty's 
dominions is equivalent to the standard prescribed in 
pursuance of this Act. 

Any person, not otherwise provided for under 
subsection two of this section, who has attained the age 
of twenty-one years, is of sound health, and satisfies the 
board as to good character, and who produces evidence 
satisfactory to the board of having been trained as a 
nurse, and of having obtained a certificate approved by 
the board from any institution or person or body of 
persons in any part of His Majesty's dominions outside 
New South Wales, may, upon payment of the fee 
payable on the registration of other persons, be registered 
under this Act, provided that she has passed such 
examinations as the board prescribes, and the, board is 
satisfied that her qualifications are adequate., 	1 0. 
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Provision for 
existing 
nurses. 

Register. 

10. Any person who has attained the age of twenty- 
one years, is of sound health, and satisfies the board as 
to good character, and who, within one year from the 
commencement of this Act or within such further time 
as the board may in any particular case allow, applies 
to be registered may be registered according to her 
qualifications as a general, mental, infants', or midwifery 
]nurse if such rerson -- 

holds an appropriate certificate as required by 
section nine and satisfies the board that she 
has shown proficiency in the particular branch 
in which she applies to be registered ; or 
produces to the board certificates of com-
petency from two legally qualified medical prac-
titioners, and other sufficient evidence that she 
possesses a satisfactory knowledge of nursing in 
the particular branch in which she applies to be 
registered, and that, at the commencement of 
this Act, she had been for at least three years 
bona fide engaged in the practice of nursing in 
New South Wales ; or 
is a member of any nursing association 
approved by the board. 

1 1 . (1) The registrar shall enter in a register, in the 
prescribed manner and on being paid the prescribed 
fee, the. full name and address, date of registration, and 
description of qualifications for which registration is 
granted, and all other prescribed particulars of every 
general, mental, infants', or midwifery nurse, whom 
the board declares qualified to be so registered. The 
registrar shall transmit to the Minister in the month of 
January in each year separate lists of the general, 
mental, infants', and midwifery nurses whose names 
and addresses are then on the register. The Minister 
shall cause such lists to be published in the Gazette. 

A copy of such Gazette, or a copy of the register 
signed by the chairman of the board, shall be prima 
facie evidence, in all legal proceedings, that the persons 
mentioned therein are registered as therein stated, and 
the omission of any name therefrom shall be prima facie 
evidence that such person is not registered. 

(2) 
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In the case of a person whose name does 
not appear in any such copy, a certificate under the hand 
of the registrar of the entry of her name in the register 
shall be prima facie evidence that she is so registered as 
a general, mental, infants', or midwifery nurse. 

A certificate purporting to be signed by the 
registrar that the name of a person whose name appears 
in the register has been removed from the register, and 
of the date of such removal, shall be prima facie evidence 
that such person is not registered, and of the date as 
from which she ceased to be so registered. 

Offences. 
12. After the expiration of a period of twelve months unregi,temd 

from the commencement of this Act a person shall not Le.ristonine. t t• take or use the name or title of— 	 name of 
a registered nurse, or use any initials, or descrip- rneugrisset,

e rkec 
tion, or any name, title, addition, or designation 
implying that she is registered under this or 
the Private Hospitals Act, 1908, unless she is 
registered under this Act ; or 
a general nurse, unless she is registered as a 
general nurse ; or 
a mental nurse, unless she is registered as a 
mental nurse : or 
an infants' nurse, unless she is registered as an 
infants' nurse ; or 
a midwife, midwifery nurse, or obstetric nurse, 
unless she is registered as a midwifery nurse. 

Any person who, after the expiration of the said period, 
not being so registered, takes or uses any such name, 
initials, title, addition, designation, or description as 
aforesaid shall be liable on conviction to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds. 

13. (1) After the expiration of a period of twelve Unauthorised months from the commencement of this Act— nursing. 
no registered mental, infants', or midwifery 
nurse shall act in a capacity in which she is 
not registered ; 
no person who is not registered as a midwifery 
nurse shall for gain attend any lying-in woman. 

Any 
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Any person con' ravening the provisions of this section 
shall be liable upon summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding twenty pounds. 

(2) The provisions of this section s!iall not 
apply to — 

any legally qualified medical practitioner ; 
any person attending a lying-in woman who 
does not reside within five miles of a legally 
qualified medical practitioner or midwifery 
nurse, or in whose case no such practitioner or 
nurse is known after due inquiry to be able or 
willing to attend ; or 
any person rendering assistance in a ease of 
emergency. 

Registered 
mirmis not to 	14. A registered nurse shall not employ an unregis- 
employ einem. tered person as her substitute. tared persona 
as substitutes. Any nurse offending against this section shall be 

liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 
Badges. 	15. A registered nurse shall be entitled to wear a 

badge of prescribed design issued by the board, and any 
person not a registered nurse who wears such or a 
similar badge shall be liable, on summary conviction, 
to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

Penaltie'. 	16. Save as otherwise expressly provided, any 
registered nurse who fails, neglects, or refuses to 
comply with any lawful order or direction of the 
board, made pursuant to this Act, shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

Fees and 
expenses. 

Miscellaneous. 
17. (1) There shall be payable by every person who 

comes up for examination or is registered the fees men-
tioned in the Schedule to this Act. Every registered 
midwifery nurse shall also pay the annual fee mentioned 
in the said Schedule in respect of the retention of her 
name on the register. Such fees shall be paid to the 
board. The board shall apply such fees to the payment 
of expenses connected with examinations and registration 
under this Act, and to the payment of salaries of the 
officers of the board, to the compensation of midwifery 

nurses 
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nurses suspended under paragraph (c) of subsection one 
of section six of this Act, and to the general expenses 
of the board. 

(2) The board shall, as soon as practicable after Publication 
the thirty-first day of December in each year, publish a :tfafitenma eutu. 
financial statement made up to that date, showing the 
receipts and expenditure of the board during the year, 
and its liabilities at the close of the year, which state-
ment shall be certified as correct by a public accountant. 

Any person who wilfully makes, or causes to be Penaltyi
n made, any false statement as to any particular required cti 

to be entered in the register shall be guilty of a mis- r:g ostZe.
ti 

demeanour, and shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding twenty-five pounds or to be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any time 
not exceeding twelve months. 

The board may make regulations— 	 egulatione 
governing its proceedings, and defining the 
duties of its officers ; 
regulating the issue and surrender of badges 
and of certificates of registration to nurses ; 
prescribing the period of attendance at hospitals 
prior to registration, the conditions under which 
a hospital shall be recognised as a training 
school for nurses, regulating and supervising 
courses of training, and preseribing the form 
of certificates as to such attendance, and the 
persons by whom they may be granted ; 
regulating the character, subjects, and conduct 
of examinations for registration ; 
prescribing, in so far as it may be necessary to 
prevent the spread of infection, the duties of 
nurses ; 

(1) providing for the removal from the register of 
the names of nurses who have died ; 

(g) providing for the removal from the register of 
the names of nurses who have left the State or 
who have become insane persons or patients 
within the meaning of the Lunacy Act, 1898, 
and for the circumstances under which such 
names shall be restored to the register ; 

(h) 



Act No. 37, 1924. 

Nurses' _Registration. 

23. The 
follows :— 

(a) (i) 

(ii) 

(Ii) by 
(() (i) 

 

 

(iv) 

(d) by 
ten 

Private Hospitals Act, 1908, is amended as 

By omitting from section two the definitions 
of " hospital nurse " and " midwifery.  
nurse " ; and 
by inserting at the end of the same section 
the following definition : " Registered' as 
applied to a nurse means registered under 
the provisions of the Nurses' Registration 
Act, 1921"; 
omitting sections three, four, and five; 
by omitting from subsection one of section 
ten the words " hospital nurse " wherever 
occurring and by inserting in lieu thereof 
the words "registered general nurse " ; and 
by inserting in paragraph (b) of the same 
subsection before the word " midwifery " 
the word " registered " ; 
by omitting from paragraph (c) of the 
same subsection the word " and " and by 
inserting in lieu thereof the words "who is 
also registered as a " ; 
by inserting in paragraph (c) of the same 
subsection before the word " midwifery " 
where it secondly occurs the word " regis-
tered" ; 
omitting from subsection two of section 
the words " under paragraphs (b) and (c) 

97 aforesaid. 

Amendment 
of Act No. 14 
of 1908. 
Sec. 2. 

Seca. 3, 4, 5. 
Sec. 10 (1). 

(bid.  

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

See. 10 (2). 

SCHEDULE. 
£ s. d 

Fee payable for examination of candidates for registration ... 
Fee 	payable 	for 	registration, 	including 	certificate 	of 

registration 	 • •• 	 ... 	 • •• 

Fee payable for the retention on the register of the name 
of any midwifery nurse in any year 	... 	... 	... 

1 

0 

0 

1 

10 

5 

0 

6 

0 

In the name and on behalf of Kis Majesty I assent 
to this Act. 

D. R. S. DE CHAIR, 
Government House, 	 Governor. 

Sydney, 17th December, 1924. 
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SCHEDULE showing the Legislative Assembly's disagreement from and amend-
ment upon the Legislative Council's amendments, referred to in Message of 
4 December, 1924. 

W. S. MOWLE, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 

Page 3, clause 3, line 20. After "mental nurses" insert "In the case of the 
" nomination to the first board, the regulations shall be made by the 
" Governor and notified in the Gazette " 

Page 13, Schedule, line 30. Omit "Fee payable for badge, on issue ... 0 10 6 " 

49845 210— 

Nom—These references are to the Council's reprint of the Assembly's Bill. 
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SC HE DULE of Amendments referred to in Message of 27th November, 1924. 

Page 2,.clause 3, line 39. After "-the" insert "New South Wales " 
Page 3, clause 3. Omit paragraph (e) and insert new paragraph (e). 
Page 3,. clause 4, line 41. After " the" thirdly occurring insert "New South Wales " 
Page 5, clause 6, line 17, Omit " shall" insert "may" 
Page 7, clause 9, line 3, Omit " a children's "  insert an infants' " 
Page 7, clause 9, line 11. Omit "prescribed" insert " prescribes" 
Page 8, clause 10„ line 4. Omit " children's " insert "infants'" 
Page 8, clause 11, line 26. Omit " children's" insert " infants'" 
Page 8, clause 11, line 30. Omit " children's" insert " infants' " 
Page 9, clause 11, line 3 Omit " children's" insert " infants'" 
Page 9, clause 12, line 23. Omit a children's "  insert "an infants'" 
Page 9, clause 12, line 24. Omit " a children's" insert " an infants' 
Page 9, clause 13„ line 34.. Omit " children's" insert " infants' " 
Page 13, Schedule. After line 29 insert"Fee payable for badge, on issue ... ) 10 6 " 
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This PUBLIC BILL originated in the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 
and, having this day passed, is now ready for presentation to the 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL for its concurrence. 

W. S. MOWLE, 
Cleric ,of the Legislative Assembly. 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
Sydney, 5 November, 1924. 

The LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL has this day agreed to this Bill with 
Amendments. 

W. L. S. COOPER, 
Cleric of the _Parliaments. 

Legislative Council Chamber, 
Sydney, 27th November, 1924. 

Peito Oioutb VItlate/,, 

ANNO QUINT° DECIMO 

GEORGITT V REGIS, 
* 	* * 	* * 	* * 	* * * * * 	* * * * * * * ** 

Act No. , 1924. 
An Act to provide for the registration and regula 

tion of nurses to amend the Private Hospitals 
Act, 1908 ; and for purposes consequent 
thereon or incidental thereto. 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New.South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority 

5 of the same, as follows :— 

.Preliminary. 
1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Nurses' Regis-  Short title 

tration Act, 1924." 	an 
en
d com- 

mcement. 
49843 	210—A 
	

(.) 
FloTE.---The words to be omitted are ruled through ; those to b3 inserted are printed in black letter. 
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(2) This Act shall come into operation on a day to 
be appointed by the Governor and notified in the Gazette. 

In the construction of this Act, unless the context Interpreta-
otherwise indicates,— tion. 

	

5 	" Mental hospital " includes a hospital for the 
insane. 

" Minister " means the Minister for Public Health 
or other Minister to whom the administration 
of this Act is for the time being committed 
by the Governor. 

" Prescribed " means prescribed by this Act, or by 
any regulation made thereunder. 

" Register means the register of nurses to be 
kept under this Act. 

	

15 	" Registered " means registered under the provisions 
of this Act. 

" Registrar " means registrar appointed under the 
provisions of this Act. 

" Regulations " means regulations made under this 

	

SO 	Act. 
" The board " means the Nurses' Registration 

Board of New South Wales appointed under 
the provisions of this Act. 

Words importing the female gender shall include 

	

25 	the male excepting in respect of midwifery 
nurses. 

Constitution of board. 
(1) The Governor shall appoint a board, to be Appointment 

called the Nurses' Registration Board of New South of board. 

30 Wales, consisting of seven persons, namely :— 
The Director-General of Public Health, who 
shall ex officio be chairman of the board ; 
the Inspector-General of Mental Hospitals, 
who shall ex officio be a member of the board ; 
the principal teacher of obstetrics in the Uni-
versity of Sydney, who shall ex officio be a 
member of the board ; 
one legally qualified medical practitioner, who 
shall be nominated by the New South Wales 

	

40 	Council of the Australasian Trained Nurses 
Association ; 	 (e) 
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(e) three nur ses two of whom shalli be nominated 
by the C ouncil of the Austral asian Trained 
Nurses A ssociation, as follows : one a past or 

• present m atron of a general hosp ital and one a 

	

5 	past or pr esent matron of a midw ifery hospital), 
and the other to be a menta 1 nurse to be 
n ominate cl by the executive of the Hospital 
E m ploye es Association of New South Wales : 
Provided I that only registered n urses shall be 

	

10 	appointed under this paragraph as members of 
the secon1dor any subsequent bo ard. 

(e) three nurses, two of whom shall be nominated 
by the New South Wales Council of the Austra-
lasian Trained Nurses Association. One of such 

	

15 	nurses shall be a past or present nurse of a 
general hospital, one a past or present nurse 
of a midwifery hospital. The third nurse shall 
be a past or present nurse of a mental hospital 
who shall be nominated in manner prescribed 

	

20 	by regulation by certificated mental nurses : 
Provided that registered nurses of the respec-
tive classes mentioned shall be appointed as 
members of the second or any subsequent 
board under this paragraph. 

	

25 	(2) The secretary to the Board of Health shall 	The registrar. 
ex officio be the registrar of the board. 

4. (1) The members of the board (other than the Tenure of 
Director-General of Public Health, the Inspector- office,  i 
General of Mental Hospitals, and the principal teacher vacances, &o. 

30 of obstetrics in the University of Sydney) shall hold 
office for three years, but they shall be eligible for 
reappointment. 

(2) If any member of the board is absent without 
the permission of the board from four consecutive 

35 meetings of the board, or becomes bankrupt, or is 
convicted of any indictable offence, or becomes insane, 
or resigns his seat, or dies, his seat shall thereby become 
vacant ; and every such vacancy shall be deemed to be 
an extraordinary vacancy. 

	

40 	(3) On the occurrence of any extraordinary vacancy 
in the board, or in case of the failure of the New South 
Wales Council of the Australasian Trained Nurses 
Association within one month to nominate a member, 
the Governor may appoint another person to fill the 

45 vacancy. Any person appointed to fill an extraordinary 
vacancy 
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vacancy shall hold office only for the remainder of the 
term for which his predecessor was appointed, but shall 
be eligible for reappointment. 

During any vacancy in the board the re-
5 maining members, subject to there being a quorum, may 

act as if no vacancy existed. 
A quorum of the board shall consist of not 

less than four members. 
At any meeting of the board the chairman, 

10 or in his absence any member elected by the members 
present to act as chairman at such meeting, shall preside, 
and shall have a casting as well as a deliberative vote. 

Powers and duties of board. 
5. The powers and duties of the board shall be as Duties of 

15 follows :— the board 

To appoint examiners. 
To determine the character, subjects, and con-
duct of examinations. 
To appoint the places where, and the times 

20 	when, examinations shall be held. 
To cause the names of qualified nurses to be 
entered in the prescribed manner in the register. 
To appoint, subject to the approval of the 
Minister, such officers as may be necessary for 

25 	the purposes of this Act. 
To issue and cancel certificates of registration; 
and 
generally to do any act or perform any duty 
which may be necessary for the due and proper 

30 	carrying out of the provisions of this Act. 
6. (1) The board may— 	 Power of 

b o
r e 

	 t (a) for misconduct suspend any nurse from practice m
a r

o
d
v 

 e and  
as a registered nurse for such time as it suspend. 
deems- just, or remove from the register the 

35 	name of any nurse, and shall notify the nurse 
accordingly : 

Provided that the board shall not under this 
paragraph suspend any nurse from practice or 
remove any nurse's name from the register 

40 	without sending to such nurse by registered 
letter a statement in writing of the conduct 
imputed to her, and without affording her an 
opportunity of giving an explanation in 
writing or in person; 

45 	(b) restore to the register the name of any nurse so 
removed ; and 	 (c) 
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(c) suspend any registered nurse temporarily from 
such practice if such suspension appears to it 
necessary to prevent the spread of infection : 

Provided that the Director-General of Public 
5 	Health or a medical practitioner authorised by 

him shall have power to suspend a midwifery 
nurse under this paragraph pending considera-
tion by the board. 
Any person whose name is ordered under the Surrender of 

10 provisions of the preceding subsection to be removed certificate. 
from the register shall within fourteen days from the 
notification to her of the order surrender her certificate 
of registration and badge to the board. 

If she fails to do so she shall be liable to a penalty 
15 not exceeding two pounds for every day during which 

the offence is continued. 
The board shall may pay such compensation to 

any midwifery nurse suspended under the provisions of 
paragraph (c) of subsection one of this section as it 

20 thinks fit. 
(1) Any nurse who is aggrieved by any decision Appeal from 

of the board under paragraph (a) of subsection one of te  banrg.f the last preceding section may, within three months after 
she has been notified of such decision, appeal therefrom 

25 to a District Court judge. 
(2) Such judge shall inquire into and decide 

upon the appeal, and for that purpose may-  do all 
such matters and things relating thereto in the same 
manner and to the same extent as he is empowered to do 

30 in the exercise of his ordinary jurisdiction as a District 
Court judge, and his decision shall be final and without 
appeal. 

The board may examine any person upon oath, Power to 
or take a solemn declaration from any person, for the ewtnxiameisil 

35 purposes of this Act. If any person wilfully makes 
any false statement upon such examination or in such 
declaration, or utters or attempts to utter or put off as 
true before the board any false, forged, or counterfeit • 
certificate, diploma, license, letter, testimonial, or other 

40 document or writing, he or she shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanour, and shall, on conviction, be liable to be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any period 
not exceeding twelve months. 	 Registration 
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Registration of nurses. 
9. (1) Any person who has attained the age of Who may be 

twenty-one years, is of sound health, and who satisfies registered.  
the board as to good character, may be registered- 

	

5 	(a) as a general nurse if— 
she holds a certificate as prescribed, 

. stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more medical and 
surgical hospitals approved by the 

	

10 	 board for the period prescribed, being 
not less than three years, or that she, 
subsequently to being registered as a 
mental nurse, has attended the practice 
of such hospitals for not less than two 

	

15 	 years ; and 
she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes ; or 

(b) as a mental nurse if— 
she holds a certificate as prescribed, 

	

20 	 stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more mental hospitals 
approved by the board for the period 
prescribed, being not less than three 
years, or that she, subsequently to 

	

25 	 being registered as a general nurse, has 
attended the practice of such hospitals 
for not less than two years ; and 
she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes ; or 

	

3f1 	(c) as a midwifery nurse if— 
(i) she holds a certificate as prescribed, 

stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more maternity 
hospitals approved by the board for the 

	

35 	 period prescribed, being not less than 
one year, or that she, subsequently to 
being registered as a general nurse, has 
attended the practice of such hospitals 
for not less than the period of six 

	

40 	 months ; and 
(ii) 
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(ii) she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes ; or 

(d) as a-chi's an infants' nurse if— 
(i) she holds a certificate as prescribed, 

	

5 	 stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more hospitals for 
children or such similar institutions 
approved by the board for the period 
prescribed ; 

	

10 	 (ii) she has passed such examinations as 
the board prescribed prescribes. 

Any person who has attained the age of 
twenty-one years, is of sound health, who satisfies the 
board as to good character, and who produces evidence 

15 satisfactory to the board of having been trained as a 
nurse and registered in any other part of His Majesty's 
dominions in. which an Act providing for the registration 
of nurses is in force, and which admits to its register nurses 
registered under this Act on reciprocal terms, may, upon 

20 payment of the fee payable on the registration of other 
persons, be registered under this Act, provided that the 
board is satisfied that the standard of training and 
examination in such other part of His Majesty's 
dominions is equivalent to the standard prescribed in 

25 pursuance of this Act. 
Any person, not otherwise provided for under 

subsection two of this section, who has attained the age 
of twenty-one years, is of sound health, and satisfies the 
board as to good character, and who produces evidence 

30 satisfactory to the board of having been trained as a 
nurse, and of having obtained a certificate approved by 
the board from any institution or person or body of 
persons in any part of His Majesty's dominions outside 
New South Wales, may, upon payment of the fee 

5 payable on the registration of other persons, be registered 
under this Act, provided that she has passed such 
examinations as the board prescribes, and the board is 
satisfied that her qualifications are adequate. 

1 O. Any person who has attained the age of twenty- Provision for.  
90 one years, is of sound health, and satisfies the board as nex.i4Z 

to good character, and who, within one year from the 
commeReement 
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commencement of this Act or within such further time 
as the board may in any particular case allow, applies 
to be registered may be registered according to her 
qualifications as a general, mental, eliiklfea'sy infants', 

5 or midwifery nurse if such person— 
(1) holds an appropriate certificate as required by 

section nine and satisfies the board that she 
has shown proficiency in the particular branch 
in which she applies to be registered ; or 

10 

	

	(2) produces to the board certificates of com- 
petency from two legally qualified medical prac-
titioners, and other sufficient evidence that she 
possesses a satisfactory knowledge of nursing in 
the particular branch in which she applies to be 

15 

	

	registered, and that, at the commencement of 
this Act, she had been for at least three years 
bona fide engaged in the practice of nursing in 
New South Wales ; or 

(3) is a member of any nursing association 
20 	approved by the board. 

1 1 . (1) The registrar shall enter in a register, in the Registeri 
prescribed manner and on-  being paid the prescribed 
fee, the full name and address, date of registration, and 
description of qualifications for which registration is 

25 granted, and all other prescribed particulars of every 
general, mental, eliildren'sy infants', or midwifery nurse, 
whom the board declares qualified to be so registered. 
The registrar shall transmit to the Minister in the month 
of January in each year separate lists of the general, 

30 mental, eliilcIfea't infants', and midwifery nurses whose 
names and addresses are then on the register. The 
Minister shall cause such lists to be published in the 
Gazette. 

A copy of such Gazette, or a copy of the register 
35 signed by the chairman of the board, shall be prima 

facie evidence, in all legal proceedings, that the persons 
mentioned therein are registered as therein stated, and 
the omission of any name therefrom shall be prima facie 
evidence that such person is not registered. 

40 	(2) In the case of a person whose name does 
not appear in any such copy, a certificate under the hand 

of 
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of the registrar of the entry of her name in the register 
shall be prima facie evidence that she is so registered as 
a general, mental, eltil4r-ea'sy infants', or midwifery nurse. 

(3) A certificate purporting to be signed by the 
5 registrar that the name of a person whose name appears 

in the register has been removed from the register, and 
of the date of such removal, shall be prima facie evidence 
that such person is not registered, and of the date as 
from which she ceased to be so registered. 

10 	 Offences. 
12. After the expiration of a period of twelve months Unregistered

personstt o 
 . 

from the commencement of this Act a person shall not assume a 

take or use the name or title of— 	 name of 
registered 

a registered nurse, or use any initials, or descrip- nurse, &c. 

15 	tion, or any name, title, addition, or designation 
implying that she is registered under this or 
the Private Hospitals Act, 1908, unless she is 
registered under this Act ; or 
a general nurse, unless she is registered as a 

20 	general nurse ; or 
a mental nurse, unless she is registered as a 
mental nurse or 
a-91414rea's an infants' nurse, unless she is 
registered as a children's an infants' nurse ; or 

25 	(e) a midwife, midwifery nurse, or obstetric nurse, 
unless she is registered as a midwifery nurse. 

Any person who, after the expiration of the said period, 
not being so registered, takes or uses any such name, 
initials, title, addition, designation, or description as 

30 aforesaid shall be liable on conviction to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds. 

13. (1) After the expiration of a period of twelve Unauthorised 

months from the commencement of this Act— nursing. 

Ao registered mental, child's, infants', or 
35 	midwifery nurse shall act in a capacity in 

which she is not registered ; 
no person who is not registered as a midwifery 
nurse shall for gain attend any lying-in woman. 

Any person contravening the provisions of this section 
40 shall be liable upon summary conviction to a fine not 

exceeding twenty pounds : 
210—B 	 (2) 
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(2) The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to — 

any legally qualified medical practitioner ; 
any person attending a lying-in woman who 
does not reside within five miles of a legally 
qualified medical practitioner or midwifery 
nurse, or in whose case no such practitioner or 
nurse is known after due inquiry to be able or 
willing to attend ; or 

10 	(c) any person rendering assistance in a case of 
emergency. 

A registered nurse shall not employ an unregis-Allgiuereesstenroedt to tered person as her substitute. 	 employ unregin• 
Any nurse offending against this section shall be ast'seubitirZ. 

15 liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 
A registered nurse shall be entitled to wear a Badges. 

badge of prescribed design issued by the board, and any 
person not a registered nurse who wears such or a 
similar badge shall be liable, on summary conviction, 

20 to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 
Save as otherwise expressly provided, any Penalties. 

registered nurse who fails, neglects, or refuses to 
comply with any lawful order or direction of the 
board, made pursuant to this Act, shall be liable to a 

25 penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

Miscellaneous. 
(1) There shall be payable by every person who Fees and 

comes up for examination or is registered the fees men- "P.'s"' 
tioned in the Schedule to this Act. Every registered 

30 midwifery nurse shall also pay the annual fee mentioned 
in the said Schedule in respect of the retention of her 
name on. the register. Such fees shall be paid to the 
board. The board shall apply such fees to the payment 
of expenses connected with examinations and registration 

35 under this Act, and to the payment of salaries of the 
offic.ers of the board, to the compensation of midwifery 
nurses suspended under paragraph (c) of subsection one 
of section six of this Act, and to the general expenses 
of the board. 

(2) 
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(2) The board shall, as soon as practicable after Publication 
the thirty-first day of December in each year, publish a sotfafi

tenm
anecnitael.  

financial statement made up to that date, showing the 
receipts and expenditure of the board during the year, 

5 and its liabilities at the close of the year, which state-
ment shall be certified as correct by a public accountant. 

19. Any person who wilfully makes, or causes to be Penalty for.  made, any false statement as to any particular required:LT:It 
to be entered in the register shall be guilty of a mis- registers. 

10 demeanour, and shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding twenty-five pounds or to be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any time 
not exceeding twelve months. 

19. The board may make regulations— 	 Regulations. 
15 	(a) governing its proceedings, and defining the 

duties of its officers ; 
regulating the issue and surrender of badges 
and of certificates of registration to nurses ; 
prescribing the period of attendance at hospitals 

20 	prior to registration, the conditions under which 
a hospital shall be recognised as a training 
school for nurses, regulating and supervising 
courses of training, and prescribing the form 
of certificates as to such attendance, and the 

25 	persons by whom they may be granted ; 
regulating the character, subjects, and conduct 
of examinations for registration ; 
prescribing, in so far as it may be necessary to 
prevent the spread of infection, the duties of 

30 	nurses ; 
providing for the removal from the register of 
the names of nurses who have died ; 
providing for the removal from the register of 
the names of nurses who have left the State or 

35 	who have become insane persons or patients 
within the meaning of the Lunacy Act, 1893, 
and for the circumstances under which such 
names shall be restored to the register ; 

( h) regulating and supervising the practice of 
40 	midwifery nurses and providing for the noti-

fication of diseases either in the mother or the 
newborn child by such nurses ; 

(i) 
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generally for carrying out the provisions of this 
Act ; and 
imposing a penalty of not more than twenty 
pounds for any breach of such regulations. 

	

L 	20. All regulations so made, if approved by the Regulation/ 
Governor, shall— 	 to be 

(i) be published in the Gazette ; 	
published. 

{ii) take effect from the date of publication, or 
from a later date to be specified in such 

	

30 	regulations ; and 
(iii) be laid before both Houses of Parliament 

within fourteen sitting days after publication 
if Parliament is in session, and if not, then 
within fourteen sitting days after the corn- 

	

1 5 	mencement of the next session. But if either 
House of the Parliament passes a resolution, of 
which notice has been given, at any time within 
fifteen sitting days after such regulations have 
been laid before such House disallowing any 

	

21J 	 regulation or part thereof, such regulation or 
ptirt shall thereupon cease to have effect. 

21. All informations for offences against this Act Offences and 
or the regulations shall be laid by the registrar, or penalties.  

some other officer appointed by the board for that 
25 purpose, and all penalties, when recovered, shall be paid 

to the board for the purposes of this Act. 
All such penalties may be recovered in a summary 

manner before any stipendiary or police magistrate or 
two justices of the peace. 

	

30 	22. No matter or thing done or suffered by the board, officers c., 
not to bei or by any member, or the registrar, or any officer of the 

board, bona fide in the execution intended execution, Of riear:loen.. a y 

this Act, or the exercise or discharge, or intended exercise 
or discharge, of any of its or his powers or duties, shall 

35 subject the board or any member, or the registrar, or 
the officer, or any other person, or the Crown, to any 
liability in respect thereof. 

23. The Private Hospitals Act, 1908, is amended as 
0
A

fn, ictte,.11
4 

 
follows :— of 1908. 

	

40 	(a) (i) By omitting from section two the definitions sec.  2.  
of " hospital nurse " and " midwifery 

(ii) nurse " 4nd 
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(ii) by inserting at the end of the same section 
the following definition : " ' Registered' as 
applied to a nurse means registered under 
the provisions of the N urses' Registration 

	

5 	 Act, 1924 "; 
b) by omitting sections three, four, and five ; 	Sees. 3, 4, 5, 

(c) (1) by omitting from subsection one of section see.11i (1). 
ten the words " hospital nurse" wherever 
occurring and by inserting in lieu thereof 

	

10 	 the words "registered g( neral nurse" ; and 
by inserting in paragraph (b) of the same ibid. 
subsection before the word "midwifery" 
the word " registered " ; 
by omitting from paragraph (c) of the MU. 

	

15 	 same subsection the word " and " and by 
inserting in lieu thereof the words "who is 
also registered as a " ; 
by inserting in paragraph (c) of the same raid. 
subsection before the word " midwifery " 
where it secondly occurs the word "regis-
tered" ; 

(d) by omitting from subsection two of section Sec. 10(2). 

ten the words " under paragraphs (b) and (c) 
aforesaid." 

25 	 SCHEDULE. 
£ s. d. 

Fee payable for examination of candidates for registration 
Fee 	payable., for 	registration, 	including 	certificate 

... 
of 

1 1 0 

registration 	 ... 	... 	... 0 10 6 
30 Fee payable for badge, on issue 	... 	... ... 0 10 6 

Fee payable for the retention on the register of the name 
of any midwifery nurse in any year 	... 	... 	... 0 5 0 

Lie. lo.] 
	Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer-1024. 
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NURSES' REGISTRATION BILL 

SCHEDULE showing the Legislative Assembly's disagreement from and amend-
ment upon the Legislative Council's amendments, referred to in Message of 
4 December, 1924. 

W. S. MOWLE, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 

Page 3, clause 3, line 20. After "mental nurses " insert "In the case of the 
" nomination to the first board, the regulations shall be made by the 
" Governor and notified in the Gazette " 

Page 13, Schedule, line 30. Omit "Fee payable for badge, on issue ... 0 10 6 " 

49848 210— 

 

    

Noes.—These referenues are to the Council's reprint of the Aesernbly's Bill. 
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Further amendment to be moved on recommittal of the Dill : 

Page 3, clause 3, par.1, subs. (e), line 9: 	After the 
words "three nurses" insert the words "two of whom". 

Lines 14 to 10, 	clause, page 3: 	Omit all the words 
after the word "hospital" in line 14, down tc the word "board" 
in line 16, inclusive, with a view to inserting the folloving 
words, viz:- 

The third nurse shall be a past or present nurse of a 
mental hospital who shall be nominated in manner pre-
scribed by regulation by certificated mental nurses. 
provided that registered nurses of the resi;ective classes 
mentioned shall be appointed as members of the second or 
any subsequent board under this .,)ar2rai.)h." 



IMilmi•11=11••••_ 
	 Jb. 	 .1•11•1••••-...• • 	I i•1111.••11.•11•••••• 



This PUBLIC BILL originated in the  LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 

and, having this day passed, is now ready for presentation to the 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL  for its  concurrence. 

W.• S. MOWLE, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
Sydney, 5 November, 1924. 

The LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL has this day agreed to this Bill with 
Amendments. 

Clerk of the Parliaments. 

Legislative Council Chamber, 
Sydney, November, 1924. 

ANNO QUINTO DECIMO 

GEORGII V REGIS, 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Act No. , 1924. 
An Act to provide for the registration and regula-

tion of nurses ; to amend the Private Hospitals 
Act, 1908 ; and for purposes consequent 
thereon or incidental thereto. 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority 

5 of the same, as follows :— 

Preliminary. 
1. (1) This Act may be cited as the " Nurses' Regis- Short title 

tration Act, 1924." y  
and cemcom- 
menent. 

49 84 2 210—A (2) 

Non.—The words to be omitted are ruled through ;  those to be inserted are 
printed in black letter. 
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(2) This Act shall come into operation on a day to 
be appointed by the Governor and notified in the Gazette. 

In the construction of this Act, unless the context Interprets.. 

	

otherwise indicates,— 	 tion. 

	

5 	" Mental hospital " includes a hospital for the 
insane. 

" Minister " means the Minister for Public Health 
or other Minister to whom the administration 
of this Act is for the time being committed 
by the Governor. 

" Prescribed " means prescribed by this Act, or by 
any regulation made thereunder. 

" Register ' means the register of nurses to be 
kept under this Act. 

	

15 	"Registered " means registered under the provisions 
of this Act. 

" Registrar " means registrar appointed under the 
provisions of this Act. 

" Regulations " means regulations made under this 
Act. 

" The board" means the Nurses' Registration 
Board of New South Wales appointed under 
the provisions of this Act. 

Words importing the female gender shall include 

	

25 	the male excepting in respect of midwifery 
nurses. 

Constitution of board. 
(1) The Governor shall appoint a board, to be Appointment 

called the Nurses' Registration Board of New South of board. 
30 Wales, consisting of seven persons, namely :— 

The Director-General of Public Health, who 
shall ex officio be chairman of the board ; 
the Inspector-General of Mental Hospitals, 
who shall ex officio be a member of the board ; 

	

35 	(c) the principal teacher of obstetrics in the Uni- 
versity of Sydney, who shall ex officio be a 
member of the board ; 

(d) one legally qualified medical practitioner, who 
shall be nominated by the  New South Wales 

	

t0 	Council of the Australasian Trained Nurses 

	

Association ; 	 (e) 

4 
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(e) thee--nufses—(twe—of---wheia—shall-13e itemilaate4 
by the C ouncil of the Austral asian Trained 
Nurses A ssociation, as follows : 'one a past or 
present m atron of a general hosp ital and one a 

5 

	

	past or pr esent matron of a midw ifery hospital), 
and the other to be a menta 1 nurse to be 
nominate d by the executive of the Hospital 
E mploye es Association of New South Wales : 
three nurses who shall be nominated by the 

10 

	

	New South Wales Council of the Australasian 
Trained Nurses Association. One of such 
nurses shall be a past or present nurse of a 
general hospital, one a past or present nurse 
of a midwifery hospitatlonand one a past or 

15 	present nurse of a mentarhospital: Provided 
that only registered nurses shall be appointed 
under this paragraph as members of the second 
or any subsequent board. 

(2) The secretary to the Board of Health shall The registrar. 
20 ex officio be the registrar of the board. 

4. (1) The members of the board (other than the Tenure of 
Director-General of Public Health, the Inspector- voffiaclies St  

	

General of Mental Hospitals, and the principal teacher 	' 
of obstetrics in the University of Sydney) shall hold 

20  office for three years, but they shall be eligible for 
reappointment. 

If any member of the board is absent without 
the permission of the board from four consecutive 
meetings of the board, or becomes bankrupt, or is 

30 convicted of any indictable offence, or becomes insane, 
or resigns his seat, or dies, his seat shall thereby become 
vacant ; and every such vacancy shall be deemed to be 
an extraordinary vacancy. 

On the occurrence of any extraordinary vacancy 
35 in the board, or in case of the failure of the New South 

Wales Council of the Australasian Trained Nurses 
Association within one month to nominate a member, 
the Governor may appoint another person to fill the 
vacancy. Any person appointed to fill an extraordinary 

40 vacancy shall hold office only for the remainder of the 
term for which his predecessor was appointed, but shall 
be eligible for reappointment. 

During any vacancy in the board the re-
maining members, subject to there being a quorum, may 

45 act as if no vacancy existed. 	 (5) 
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A quorum of the board shall consist of not 
less than four members. 

At any meeting of the board the chairman, 
or in his absence any member elected by the members 

5 present to act as chairman at such meeting, shall preside, 
and shall have a casting as well as a deliberative vote. 

Powers and duties of board. 

5. The powers and duties of the board shall be as Duties of 

follows :— the board. 

10 	(a) To appoint examiners. 
To determine the character, subjects, iind con-
duct of examinations. 
To appoint the places where, and the times 
when, examinations shall be held. 

16 	(d) To cause the names of qualified nurses to be 
entered in the prescribed manner in the register. 

(e) To appoint, subject to the approval of the 
Minister, such officers as may be necessary for 
the purposes of this Act. 

20 	(f) To issue and cancel certificates of registration; 
and 

(g) generally to do any act or perform any duty 
which may be necessary for the due and proper 
carrying out of the provisions of this Act. 

25 	6. (1) The board may— 	 Power of 

for misconduct suspend any nurse from practice rbeomarodto ve n 
as a registered nurse for such time as it s  uspend. 

deems just, or remove from the register the 
name of any nurse, and shall notify the nurse 

30 	accordingly : 
Provided that the board shall not under this 

paragraph suspend any nurse from practice or 
remove any nurse's name from the register 
without sending to such nurse by registered 

35 	letter a statement in writing of the conduct 
imputed to her, and without affording her an 
opportunity of giving an explanation in 
writing or in person ; 
restore to the register the name of any nurse so 

40 	removed ; and 	 (c) 
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(c) suspend any registered nurse temporarily from 
such practice if such suspension appears to it 
necessary to prevent the spread of infection : 

Provided that the Director-General of Public 
5 	Health or a medical practitioner authorised by 

him shall have power to suspend a midwifery 
nurse under this paragraph pending considera-
tion by the board. 
Any person whose name is ordered under the Surrender of 

10 provisions of the preceding subsection to be removed certificate. 
from the register shall within fourteen days from the 
notification to her of the order surrender her certificate 
of registration and badge to the board. 

If she fails to do so she shall be liable to a penalty 
15 not exceeding two pounds for every day during which 

the offence is continued. 
The board shall may pay such compensation to 

any midwifery nurse suspended under the provisions of 
paragraph (c) of subsection one of this section as it 

20 thinks fit. 
(1) Any nurse who is aggrieved by any decision Appeal from 

of the board under paragraph (a) of subsection one of  td=f 
the last preceding section may, within three months after 
she has been notified of such decision, appeal therefrom 

25 to a District Court judge. 
(2) Such judge shall inquire into and decide 

upon the appeal, and for that purpose may do all 
such matters and things relating thereto in the same 
manner and to the same extent as he is empowered to do 

30 in the exercise of his ordinary jurisdiction as a District 
Court judge, and his decision shall be final and without 
appeal. 

The board may examine any person upon oath, Power to 

or take a solemn declaration from any person, for the ta.  

35 purposes of this Act. If any person wilfully makes 
any false statement upon such examination or in such 
declaration, or utters or attempts to utter or put off as 
true before the board any false, forged, or counterfeit 
certificate, diploma, license, letter, testimonial, or other 

40 document or writing, he or she shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanour, and shall, on conviction, be liable to be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any period 
not exceeding twelve months. 	 Registration 
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Registration of nurses. 
9. (1) Any person who has attained the age of Who may be 

twenty-one years, is of sound health, and who satisfies regist'd• 
the board as to good character, may be registered- 

	

5 	(a) as a general nurse if— 
she holds a certificate as prescribed, 
stating that she has attended the 
practice of ono or more medical and 
surgical hospitals approved by the 

	

10 	 board for the period prescribed, being 
not less than three years, or that she, 
subsequently to being registered as a 
mental nurse, has attended the practice 
of such hospitals for not less than two 

	

15 	 years ; and 
she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes ; or 

(b) as a mental nurse if— 
she holds a certificate as prescribed, 

	

20 	 stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more mental hospitals 
approved by the board for the period 
prescribed, being not less than three 
years, or that she, subsequently to 

	

25 	 being registered as a general nurse, has 
attended the practice of such hospitals 
for not less than two years ; and 
she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes ; or 

	

30 	(c) as a midwifery nurse if— 
(i) she holds a certificate as prescribed, 

stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more maternity 
hospitals approved by the board for the 

	

35 	 period prescribed, being not less than 
one year, or that she, subsequently to 
being registered as a general nurse, has 
attended the practice of such hospitals 
for not less than the period of six 

	

40 	 months ; and 
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(ii) she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes ; or 

(d) as a-e14ikkeff's an infants' nurse if— 
(i) she holds a certificate as prescribed, 

	

5 	 stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more hospitals for 
children or such similar institutions 
approved by the board for the period 
prescribed ; 

	

10 	(ii) she has passed such examinations as 
the board prescribed prescribes. 

Any person who has attained the age of 
twenty-one years, is of sound health, who satisfies the 
board as to good character, and who produces evidence 

15 satisfactory to the board of having been trained as a 
nurse and registered in any other part of His Majesty's 
dominions in which an Act providing for the registration 
of nurses is in force, and which admits to its register nurses 
registered under this Act on reciprocal terms, may, upon 

20 payment of the fee payable on the registration of other 
persons, be registered under this Act, provided that the 
board is satisfied that the standard of training and 
examination in such other part of His Majesty's 
dominions is equivalent to the standard prescribed in 

25 pursuance of this Act. 
Any person, not otherwise provided for under 

subsection two of this section, who has attained the age 
of twenty-one years, is of sound health, and satisfies the 
board as to good character, and who produces evidence 

30 satisfactory to the board of having been trained as a 
nurse, and of having obtained a certificate approved by 
the board from any institution or person or body of 
persons in any part of His Majesty's dominions outside 
New South Wales, may, upon payment of the fee 

35 payable on the registration of other persons, be registered 
under this Act, provided that she has passed such 
examinations as the board prescribes, and the board is 
satisfied that her qualifications are adequate. 

10. Any person who has attained the age of twenty- Provision for 
10 one years, is of sound health, and satisfies the board as tvd'ting 

to pod character, and who, within one year from the nurses. 
commencement 
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commencement of this Act or within such further time 
as the board may in any particular case allow, applies 
to be registered may be registered according to her 
qualifications as a general, mental, ehileir-eR'sy infants', 

5 or midwifery nurse if such person— 
(1) holds an appropriate certificate as required by 

section nine and satisfies the board that she 
has shown proficiency in the particular branch 
in which she applies to be registered ; or 

10 (2) produces to the board certificates of com- 
petency from two legally qualified medical prac-
titioners, and other sufficient evidence that she 
possesses a satisfactory knowledge of nursing in 
the particular branch in which she applies to be 

15 registered, and that, at the commencement of 
this Act, she had been for at least three years 
bona fide engaged in the practice of nursing in 
New South Wales ; or 

(3) is a member of any nursing association 
20 approved by the board. 

1 1 . (1) The registrar shall enter in a register, in the Register 
prescribed manner and on being paid the prescribed 
fee, the full name and address, date of registration, and 
description of qualifications for which registration is 

25 granted, and all other prescribed particulars of every 
general, mental, ehildr-eR'sy infants', or midwifery nurse, 
whom the board declares qualified to be so registered. 
The registrar shall transmit to the Minister in the month 
of January in each year separate lists of the general, 

30 mental, ekilelpeft'sy infants', and midwifery nurses whose 
names and addresses are then on the register. The 
Minister shall cause such lists to be published in the 
Gazette. 

A copy of such Gazette, or a copy of the register 
35 signed by the chairman of the hoard, shall be prima 

facie evidence, in all legal proceedings, that the persons 
mentioned therein are registered  as therein stated, and 
the omission of any name therefrom shall be prima facie 
evidence that such person is not registered. 

40 (2) In the case of a person whose name does 
not appear in any such copy, a certificate under the hand 

of 
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of the registrar of the entry of her name in the register 
shall be prima facie evidence that she is so registered as 
a general, mental, elliklpeR'sy.  infants', or midwifery nurse. 

(3) A certificate purporting to be signed by the 
5 registrar that the name of a person whose name appears 

in the register has been removed from the register, and 
of the date of such removal, shall be prima facie evidence 
that such person is not registered, and of the date as 
from which she ceased to be so registered. 

10 	 O ffences. 
12. After the expiration of a period of twelve months Unregistered 

from the commencement of this Act a person shall not persons not to
assume a take or use the name or title of— 

urse 
 registered  
ae 

 a registered nurse, or use any initials, or descrip- name °f 
15 	tion, or any name, title, addition, or designation 

implying that she is registered under this or 
the Private Hospitals Act, 1908, unless 'she is 
registered under this Act ; or 
a general nurse, unless she is registered as a 

90 	general nurse ; 
a mental nurse, unless she .is registered as a 
mental nurse : or 
a-ehiltirea's an infants' nurse, unless she is 
registered as a children's an infants' nurse ; or 

25 	(e) a midwife, midwifery nurse, or obstetric nurse, 
unless she is registered as a midwifery nurse. • 

Any person who, after the expiration of the said period, 
not being so registered, takes or uses any such name, 
initials, title, addition, designation, or description as 

30 aforesaid shall be liable on conviction to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds. 

13. (1) After the expiration of a period of twelve unauthorised 
months from the commencement of this Act— 	nursing. 

no registered mental, ehil4peff's, infants', or 
35 	midwifery nurse shall act in a capacity in 

which she is not registered ; 
no person who is not registered as a midwifery 
nurse shall for gain attend any lying-in woman. 

Any person contravening the provisions of this section 
40 shall be liable upon summary conviction to a fine not 

exceeding twenty pounds : 
210—B 	 (2) 
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(2) The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to— 

any legally qualified medical practitioner ; 
any person attending a lying-in woman who 

5 does not reside within five miles of a legally 
qualified medical practitioner or midwifery 
nurse, or in whose case no such practitioner or 
nurse is known after due inquiry to be able or 
willing to attend ; or 

10 (c) any person rendering assistance in a case of 
emergency. 

14. A registered nurse shall not employ an unregis- 
tered person as her substitute. 

Registered 
n
em
ursayno

u
t
nr
t
eogis. 

 

Any nurse offending against this section shall be t:srsedubiitir.Z. 
15 liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 

A registered nurse shall be entitled to wear a Badges. 
badge of prescribed design issued by the board, and any 
person not a registered nurse who wears such or a 
similar badge shall be liable, on summary conviction, 

20 to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 
Save as otherwise expressly provided, any Penalties 

registered nurse who fails, neglects, or refuses to 
comply with any lawful order or direction of the 
board, made pursuant to this Act, shall be liable to a 

25 penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

Miscellaneous. 
(1) There shall be payable by every person who Fees and 

comes up for examination or is registered the fees men- expenses. 
tioned in the Schedule to this Act. Every registered 

30 midwifery nurse shall also pay the annual fee mentioned 
in the said Schedule in respect of the retention of her 
name on the register. Such fees shall be paid to the 
board. The board shall apply such fees to the payment 
of expenses connected with examinations and registration 

35 under this Act, and to the payment of salaries of the 
officers of the board, to the compensation of midwifery 
nurses suspended under paragraph (c) of subsection one 
of section six of this Act, and to the general expenses 
of the board. 

(2) 

• 

i 
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(2) The board shall, as soon as practicable after Publication 
the thirty-first day of December in each year, publish a s. 
financial financial statement made up to that date, showing the 
receipts and expenditure of the board during the year, 

5 and its liabilities at the close of the year, which state-
ment' shall be certified as correct by a public accountant. 

18. Any person who wilfully makes, or causes to be Penalty for 
made, any false statement as to any particular requirecle",litifounl  i 	of the 
to be entered in the register shall be guilty of a mis- registers. 

10 demeanour, and shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding twenty-five pounds or to be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any time 
not exceeding twelve months. 

The board may make regulations— 	 Regulations. 
15 

	

	(a) governing its proceedings, and defining the 
duties of its officers ; 

(b) regulating the issue and surrender of badge 
badges and of certificates of registration to 
nurses ; 

20 	(c) prescribing the period of attendance at hospitals 
prior to registration, the conditions under which 
a hospital shall be recognised as a training 
school for nurses, regulating and supervising 
courses of training, and prescribing the form 

25 

	

	of certificates as to such attendance, and the 
persons by whom they may be granted ; 
regulating the character, subjects, and conduct 
of examinations for registration ; 
prescribing, in so far as it may be necessary to 

30 

	

	prevent the spread of infection, the duties of 
nurses ; 
providing for the removal from the register of 
the names of nurses who have died ; 
providing for the removal from the register of 

35 

	

	the names of nurses who have left the State or 
who have become insane persons or patients 
within the meaning of the Lunacy Act, 1898, 
and for the circumstances under which such 
names shall be restored to the register ; 

40 	( h) regulating and supervising the practice of 
midwifery nurses and providing for the noti-
fication of diseases either in the mother or the 
newborn child by such nurses ; 	(9 
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generally for carrying out the provisions of this 
Act ; and 
imposing a penalty of not more than twenty 
pounds for auy breach of such regulations. 

20. All regulations so made, if approved by the Regulation. 
to be Governor, shall— 

be published in the Gazette ; 	
published. 

take effect from the date of publication, or 
from a later date to be specified in such 

10 	regulations ; and 
be laid before both Houses, of Parliament 
within fourteen sitting days after publication 
if Parliament is in session, and if not, then 
within fourteen sitting days after the corn- 

15 	mencement of the next session. But if either 
House of the Parliament passes a resolution, of 
which notice has been given, at any time within 
fifteen sitting days after such regulations have 
been laid before such House disallowing any 

20 	regulation or part thereof, such regulation or 
part shall thereupon cease to have effect. 

21. All informations for offences against this Act Offences
ealt jes .

and 
or the regulations shall be laid by the registrar, or pn  
some other officer appointed by the board for that 

25 purpose, and all penalties, when recovered, shall be paid 
to the board for the purposes of this Act. 

All such penalties may be recovered in a summary 
manner before any stipendiary or police magistrate or 
two justices of the peace. 

30 	22. No matter or thing done or suffered by the board, officers, c., 
or by any member, or the registrar, or any officer of the f

i
nitr,
:rly 

 
board,bor a Me in the execution, or intended execution, of 
this Act, or the exercise or discharge, or intended exercise 
or discharge, of any of its or his powers or duties, shall 

35 subject the board or any member, or the registrar, or 
the officer, or any other person, or the Crown, to any 
liability in respoct thereof. 

23. The Private Hospitals Act, 1908, is amended as Amendment 
follows :— of Act No. 14 

40 

	

	
of 1908. (a) (i) By omitting from section two the definitions sec. 2. 

of " hospital nurse " and " midwifery 
nurse " ; and 	 (ii) 
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(ii) by inserting at the end of the same section 
the following definition : " Registered' as 
applied to a nurse means registered under 
the provisions of the Nurses' Registration 

5 Act, 1924 " ; 
(b) by omitting sections three, four, and five ; Sees. 3, 4, 5. 

(c) (i) by omitting from subsection one of section see. 10X1). 
ten the words " hospital nurse " wherever 
occurring and by inserting in lieu thereof 

10 the words " registered general nurse " ; and 
by inserting in paragraph (b) of the same Mid_ 
subsection before the word " midwifery " 
the word " registered " ; 
by omitting from paragraph (c) of the nu. 

15 same subsection the word " and " and by 
inserting in lieu thereof the words " who is 
also registered as a " ; 
by inserting in paragraph (c) of the same mis. 
subsection before the word " midwifery " 

20 where it secondly occurs the word "regis- 
tered " ; 

(d) by omitting from subsection two of section s.e. 
ten the words '`° under paragraphs (b) and (c) 
aforesaid." 

25 SCHEDULE. 
£ s. d. 

Fee payable for examination of candidates for registration 
Fee payable for registration, including certificate 

... 
of 

1 1 0 

registration ... ... ... ... ... .. 0 10 6 
30 Fee payable for badge, on issue ... ... ... 0 10 6 

Fee payable for the retention on the register of the name 
of any midwifery nurse in any year ... ... ... 0 5 0 
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graieclatibt Council. 

NURSES' REGISTRATION BILL, 1924. 

(Amendments to be proposed in Committee of the Whole.) 

Page 2, clause 3, line 39. Before the word " Council " insert the 
words " New South Wales " 

Page 3, clause 3, lines 1 to 8. Omit all words on these lines and 
insert the following words :—" Three nurses who shall be 
" nominated by the New South Wales Council of the 
" Australasian Trained Nurses' Association. One of such 
" nurses shall be a past or present nurse of a general hospital, 
" one a past or present nurse of a midwifery hospital, and one 
" a past or present nurse of a mental hospital " 

Page 3, clause 4, line 28. Before the word "Council" insert the 
words " New South Wales " 

Page 5, clause 6, line 17. Omit the word " shall " insert the word 
may 

Page 7, clause 9, line 3. Omit the word " children's " insert the word 
" infants' " 

Page 7, clause 9, line 11. Omit the word " prescribed " insert the 
word " prescribes " 

Page S, clause 10, line 4. Omit the word " children's " insert the 
word " infants' " 

Page 8, clause 11, line 26. Omit the word " children " insert the 
word " infants' " 

Page 8, clause 11, line 30. Omit the word " children's " insert the-
word " infants' " 

Page 9, clause 11, line 3. Omit the word " children's " insert the 
word " infants' " 

Page 9, clause 12, line 23. Omit the word " children's " insert the 
word "infants' " 

Page 9, clause 12, line 24. Omit the word " children's " insert the 
word " infants' " 

Page 9, clause 13, line 31. Omit the word " children's " insert the 
words " general, infants' " 

Page 13, Schedule. After line 29 insert the words and figures " Fee 
" payable for badge, on issue 0 10 6 " 
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Nurses' Registration Bill, 1924. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

TEE object of this Bill is to provide for the registration and regulation of nurses. 
A nurses registration board is constituted to administer the Act, and its powers and duties are 

defined. 
For the purposes of registration nurses are divided into four classes—general, mental, midwifery, 

and children's nurses ; and the qualifications necessary for registration are set out in clauses 9 and 10. 
Power is conferred on the board to suspend from practice or remove from the register any nurse 

who is guilty of misconduct, subject to a right of appeal to a district court judge by any nurse aggrieved 
by such a decision. 

A further power is conferred on the board to suspend a nurse from practice if that course is deemed 
expedient to prevent the spread of infectious disease. 

After the expiration of one year from the commencement of this Act it shall be an offence— 
for any person to take or use the name or title of a general, mental, midwifery, or 
children's nurse unless she is registered as such; 

for a mental, midwifery, or children's nurse to act iu a capacity in which she is not 
registered ; 

for any person not registered as a midwifery nurse to attend a lying-in woman for gain. 
Provision is made, however, to meet cases of emergency, e.g., where a registered nurse is unavailable 

or unwilling to attend, or a lying-in woman is more than five miles distant from a medical practitioner or 
registered midwifery nurse. 

The employment by a registered nurse of an unregistered person as her substitute is prohibited. 

Registered nurses shall be entitled to wear distinctive badges, and a penalty is imposed on any 
person not being a registered nurse who wears such or a similar badge. 

Certain amendments in the Private Hospital Act, 1898, which are necessary to bring that Act into 
conformity with this measure, are contained in clause 23. 

49843 	210— 





This PUBLIC BILL originated in the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 

- 

	

	and, having this day passed, is now ready • for presentation to the 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL for its concurrence. 

W. S. MOWLE, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
Sydney, 5 November, 1924. 

pew avutfi 

ANNO QUINTO DECIMO 

GEORGTT V REGIS0 
* 	* * * * 	* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** 

Act No. 	, 1924. 
An Act to provide for the registration and regula-

tion of nurses ; to amend the Private Hospitals 
Act, 1908 ; and for purposes consequent 
thereon or incidental thereto. 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South.  
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority 

5 of the same, as follows :— 

Preliminary. 
1. (1) This Act may be cited as the "Nurses' Refris- Short titIct 

tration Act, 1924." 	 - and com- 

49843 	210—A 	 (2) 
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(2) This Act shall come into operation on a day to 
be appointed by the Governor and notified in the Gazette. 

In the construction of this Act, unless the context Interpreta. 
otherwise indicates,— 	 O. 

	

5 	" Mental hospital " includes a hospital for the 
insane: 

" Minister " means the Minister for Public Health 
or other Minister to whom the administration 
of this Act is for the time being committed 

	

10 	by the Governor. 
" Prescribed " means prescribed by this Act, or by 

any regulation made thereunder. 
" Register " means the register of nurses to be 

kept under this Act. 

	

15 	"Registered " means registered under the provisions 
of this Act. 

" Registrar " means registrar appointed under the 
provisions of this Act. 

" Regulations " means regulations made under this 

	

20 	Act. 
" The board " means the Nurses' Registration 

Board of New South Wales appointed under 
the provisions of this Act. 

Words importing the female gender shall include 

	

25 	the male excepting in respect of midwifery 
nurses. 

Constitution of board. 
(1) The Governor shall appoint a board, to be Appointment 

called the Nurses' Registration Board of New South of board. 

30 Wales, consisting of seven persons, namely :— 
The Director-General of Public Health, who 
shall ex officio be chairman of the board ; 
the Inspector-General of Mental Hospitals, 
who shall ex officio be a member of the board ; 

	

35 	(c) the principal teacher of obstetrics in the Uni- 
versity of Sydney, who shall ex officio be a 
member of the board ; 

(d) one legally qualified medical practitioner, who 
shall be nominated by the Council of the 

	

40 	Australasian Trained Nurses Association; 
(e) 
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(e) three nurses (two of whom shall be nominated 
by the Council of the Australasian Trained 
Nurses Association, as follows : one a past or 
present matron of a general hospital and one a 

	

5 	past or present matron of a midwifery hospital), 
and the other to be a mental nurse to be 
nominated by the executive of the Hospital 
Employees Association of New South Wales : 
Provided that only registered nurses shall be 

	

10 	appointed under this paragraph as members of 
the second or any subsequent board. 
The secretary to the Board of Health shall The registrar. 

ex officio be the registrar of the board. 
4. (1) The members of the board (other than the Tenure of 

15 Director-General of Public Health, the Inspector- %ffieenen'cies, 
General of Mental Hospitals, and the principal teacher 
of obstetrics in the University of Sydney) shall hold 
office for three years, but they shall be eligible for 
reappointment. 

	

20 	(2) If any member of the board is absent without 
the permission of the board from four consecutive 
meetings of the board, or becomes bankrupt, or is 
convicted of any indictable offence, or becomes insane, 
or resigns his seat, or dies, his seat shall thereby become 

25 vacant; and every such vacancy shall be deemed to be 
an extraordinary vacancy. 

On the occurrence of any extraordinary vacancy 
in the board, or in case of the failure of the Council of the 
Australasian Trained Nurses Association within one 

30 month to nominate a member, the Governor may appoint 
another person to fill the vacancy. Any person appointed 
to fill an extraordinary vacancy shall hold office only for 
the remainder of the term for which his predecessor was 
appointed, but shall be eligible for reappointment. 

35 

	

	(4) During any vacancy in the board the re-
maining members, subject to there being a quorum, may 
act as if no vacancy existed. 

(5) A quorum of the board shall consist of not 
less than four members. 

(6) 
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(6) At any meeting of the board the chairman, 
or in his absence any member elected by the members 
present to act as chairman at such meeting; shall preside, 
and shall have a casting as well as a deliberative vote. 

	

5 	 Powers and duties of board. 

5. The powers and duties of the board shall be as Duties of 
the board. 

follows :— 
(a) To appoint examiners. 
(1)) To determine the character, subjects, and con- 

	

10 	duct of examinations. 
To appoint the' places where, and the times 
when, examinations shall be held. 
To cause the names of qualified nurses to he 
entered in the prescribed manner in the register. 

	

15 	(e) To appoint, subject to the approval of the 
Minister, such officers as may be necessary for 
the purposes of this Act. 

(1) To issue and cancel certificates of registration; 
and 

	

20 	(g) generally to do any act or perform any duty 
which may be necessary for the due and proper 
carrying out of the provisions of this Act. 

6. (1) The board may— 	 Z
a
mrto

o
f 

for misconduct suspend any nurse from practice remove and 

	

25 	as a registered nurse for such time as it suspend. 

deems just, or remove from the register the 
name of any nurse, and shall notify the nurse 
accordingly : 

Provided that the board shall not under this 

	

30 	paragraph suspend any nurse from practice or 
remove any nurse's name from the register 
without sending to such nurse by registered 
letter a statement in writing of the conduct 
imputed to her, and without affording her an 

	

35 	opportunity of giving an explanation in 
writing or in person ; 
restore to the register the name of any nurse so 
removed ; and 
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(e) suspend any registered nurse temporarily from 
such practice if such suspension appears to it 
necessary to prevent the spread of infection : 

Provided that the Director-General of Public 
5 	Health or a medical practitioner authorised by 

him shall have power to suspend a midwifery 
nurse under this paragraph pending considera-
tion by the board. 
Any person whose name is ordered under the Surrender of 

10 provisions of the preceding subsection to be removed certificate.  

from the register shall within fourteen days from the 
notification to her of the order surrender her certificate 
of registration and badge to the board. 

If she fails to do so she shall be liable to a penalty 
15 not exceeding two pounds for every day during which 

the offence is continued. 
The board shall pay such compensation to 

any midwifery nurse suspended under the provisions of 
paragraph (c) of subsection one of this section as it 

20 thinks fit. 
(1) Any nurse who is aggrieved by any decision Apreal from 

of the board under paragraph (a) of subsection one of bgrigf the
the last preceding section may, within three months after 
she has been notified of such decision, appeal therefrom 

25 to a District Court judge. 
(2) Such judge shall inquire into and decide 

upon the appeal, and for that purpose may do all 
such matters and things relating thereto in the same 
manner and to the same extent as he is empowered to do 

30 in the exercise of his ordinary jurisdiction as a District 
Court judge, and his decision shall be final and without 
appeal. 

The board may examine any person upon oath, Power to 

or take a solemn declaration from any person, for the 7tV:ses.. 
35 purposes of this Act. If any person wilfully makes 

any false statement upon such examination or in such 
declaration, or utters or attempts to utter or put off as 
true before the board any false, forged, or counterfeit 
certificate, diploma, license, letter, testimonial, or other 

40 document or writing, he or she shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanour, and shall, on conviction, be liable to be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any period 
not exceeding twelve months. 	 Registration 
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Registration of nurses. 
9. (1) Any person who has attained the age of who may be 

twenty-one years, is of sound health, and who satisfies registered.  
the board as to good character, may be registered- 

	

5 	(a) as a general nurse if— 
she holds a certificate as prescribed, 
stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more medical and 
surgical hospitals approved by the 

	

10 	 board for the period prescribed, being 
not less than three years, or that she, 
subsequently to being registered as a 
mental nurse, has attended the practice 
of such hospitals for not less than two 

	

15 	 years ; and 
she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes ; or 

(b) as a mental nurse if— 
she holds a certificate as prescribed, 

	

20 	 stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more mental hospitals 
approved by the board for the period 
prescribed, being not less than three 
years, or that shc, subsequently to 

	

23 	 being registered as a general nurse, has 
attended the practice of such hospitals 
for not less than two years ; and 
she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes ; or 

	

30 	(c) as a midwifery nurse if— 
(i) she holds a certificate as prescribed, 

stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more maternity 
hospitals approved by the board for the 

	

35 	 period prescribed, being not less than 
one year, or that she, subsequently to 
being registered as a general nurse, has 
attended the practice of such hospitals 
for not less than the period of six 

	

40 	 months; and 
(ii) 



• 
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(ii) she has passed such examinations as the 
board prescribes; or 

(d) as a children's nurse if— 
(i) she holds a certificate as prescribed, 

	

5 	 stating that she has attended the 
practice of one or more hospitals for 
children or such similar institutions 
approved by the board for the period 
prescribed ; 

	

10 	 (ii) she has passed such examinations as 
the board prescribed. 

Any person who has attained the age of 
twenty-one years, is of sound health, who satisfies the 
board as to good character, and who produces evidence 

15 satisfactory to the board of having been trained as a 
nurse and registered in any other part of His Majesty's 
dominions in which an Act providing for the registration 
of nurses is in force, and which admits to its register nurses 
registered, under this Act on reciprocal terms, may, upon 

20 payment of the fee payable on the registration of other 
persons, be registered under this Act, provided that the 
board is satisfied that the standard of training and 
examination in such other part of His Majesty's 
dominions is equivalent to the standard prescribed in 

25 pursuance of this Act. 
Any person, not otherwise provided for under 

subsection two of this section, who has attained the age 
of twenty-one years, is of sound health, and satisfies the 
board as to good character, and who produces evidence 

30 satisfactory to the board of having been trained as a 
nurse, and of having obtained a certificate approved by 
the board from any institution or person or body of 
persons in any part of His Majesty's dominions outside 
New South Wales, may, upon payment of the fee 

35 payable on the registration of other persons, be registered 
under this Act, provided that she has passed such 
examinations as the board prescribes, and the board is 
satisfied that her qualifications are adequate. 

1 0. Any person who has attained the age of twenty- Provision for 
40 one years, is of sound health, and satisfies the board as existing 

to good character, and who, within one year from the nun"' 
commencement 
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commencement of this Act or within such further time 
as the board_ may in any particular case allow, applies 
to be registered may be registered according to her 
qualifications as a general, mental, children's, or mid- 

5 wifery nurse if such person— 
(1) holds an appropriate certificate as required by 

section nine and satisfies the board that she 
has shown proficiency in the particular branch 
in which she applies to be registered ; or 

10 	(2) produces to the board. certificates of com- 
petency from two legally qualified medical prac-
titioners, and other sufficient evidence that she 
possesses a satisfactory knowledge of nursing in 
the particular branch in which she applies to be 

15 	registered, and that, at the commencement of 
this Act, she had been for at least three years 
bona fide engaged in the practice of nursing in 
New South Wales ; or 
is a member of any nursing association 

20 	approved by the board. 
1 1 . (1) The registrar shall enter in a register, in •1'1 Register 

prescribed manner and on being paid the prescribed 
fee, the full name and address, date of registration, and 
description of qualifications for which registration is 

25 granted, and all other prescribed particulars of every 
general, mental, children's, or midwifery nurse, whom 
the board declares qualified to be so registered. The 
registrar shall transmit to the Minister in the month of 
January in each year separate lists of the general, 

30 mental, children's, and midwifery nurses whose names 
and addresses are then on the register. The Minister 
shall cause such lists to be published. in the Gazette. 

A copy of such Gazette, or a copy of the register 
signed by the chairman of the board, shall be prima 

35 facie evidence, in all legal proceedings, that the persons 
mentioned therein are registered as therein stated, and 
the omission of any name therefrom shall be prima facie 
evidence that such person is not registered. 

(2) In the case of a person whose name does 
40 not appear in any such copy, a certificate under the hand 

of 

(3) 
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of the registrar of the entry of her name in the register 
shall be prima facie evidence that she is so registered as 
a general, mental, children's, or midwifery nurse. 

(3) A certificate purporting to be signed by the 
5 registrar that the name of a person whose name appears 

in the register has been removed from the register, and 
of the date of such removal, shall be prima facie evidence 
that such person is not registered, and of the date as 
from which she ceased to be so registered. 

10 	 Offences. 
12. After the expiration of a period of twelve months Unregistered 

from the commencement of this Act a person shall not persons not to
assume a take or use the name or title of— 	 name of 

a registered nurse, or use any initials, or descrip- nrelseterszl 

15 	tion, or any name, title, addition, or designation 
implying that she is registered under this or 
the Private Hospitals Act, 1908, unless she is 
registered under this Act; or 
a general nurse, unless she is registered as a 

20 ' 	general nurse ; or 
a mental nurse, unless she is registered as a 
mental nurse : or 
a children's nurse, unless she is registered as a 
children's nurse ; or 

25 	(e) a midwife, midwifery nurse, or obstetric nurse, 
unless she is registered as a midwifery nurse. 

Any person who, after the expiration of the said period, 
not being so registered, takes or uses any such name, 
initials, title, addition, designation, or description as 

30 aforesaid shall be liable on conviction to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds. 

13. (1) After the expiration of a period of twelve unauthorised 
months from the commencement of this Act— 	nursing. 

no registered mental, children's, or midwifery 
35 	nurse shall act in a capacity in which she is 

not registered ; 
no person who is not registered as a midwifery 
nurse shall for gain attend any lying-in woman. 

Any person contravening the provisions of this section 
40 shall be liable upon summary conviction to a fine not 

exceeding twenty pounds : 
210—B 	 (2) 
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(2) The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to— 

any legally qualified medical practitioner ; 
any person attending a lying-in woman who 

5 does not reside within five miles of a legally 
qualified medical practitioner or midwifery 
nurse, or in whose case no such practitioner or 
nurse is known after due inquiry to be able or 
willing to attend ; or 

10 (c) any person rendering assistance in a case of 
emergency. 

14. A registered nurse shall not employ an unregis- Registered 
nurses not to tered person as her substitute. 	 employ unregis- 

Any nurse offending against this section shall be astergaizel. 
15 liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 

1 5. A registered nurse shall be entitled to wear  a Badges. 
badge of prescribed design issued by the board, and any 
person not a registered nurse who wears such or a 
similar badge shall be liable, on summary conviction, 

20 to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 
Save as otherwise expressly provided, anyPenalties, 

registered nurse who fails, neglects, or refuses to 
comply with any lawful order or direction of the 
board, made pursuant to this Act, shall be liable to a 

25 penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

Miscellaneous. 
(1) There shall be payable by every person whotreas and 

comes up for examination or is registered the fees men-ee.°33  
tioned in the Schedule to this Act. Every registered 

30 midwifery nurse shall also pay the annual fee mentioned 
in the said Schedule in respect of the retention of her 
name  on the register. Such fees shall be paid to the 
board. The board shall apply such fees to the payment 
of expenses connected with examinations and registration 

35 under this Act, and to the payment of salaries of the 
officers of the board, to the compensation of midwifery 
nurses suspended under paragraph (c) of subsection one 
of section six of this Act, and to the general expenses 
of the board. 

(2) 
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(2) The board shall, as soon as practicable after Publication 
the thirty-first day of December in each year, publish a sot 

a
fi
t e
n 

m
a n

e
e
n

i te
a
l 

financial statement made up to that date, showing the 
receipts and expenditure of the board during the year, 
and its liabilities at the close of the year, which state-
ment shall be certified as correct by a public accountant. 

Any person who wilfully makes, or causes to be Penalty for 
made, any false statement as to any particular required cwaitl f

o
u
n
l f:f1 ett 

to be entered in the register shall be guilty of a 	registers. 
10 demeanour, and shall, on conviction, be liable to a 

penalty not exceeding twenty-five pounds or to be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any time 
not exceeding twelve months. 

The board may make regulations— 	 Rigulattons 
15 	(a) governing its proceedings, and defining the 

duties of its officers ; 
regulating the issue and surrender of badge and 
of certificates of registration to nurses ; 
prescribing the period of attendance at hospitals 

20 	prior to registration, the conditions under which 
a hospital shall be recognised as a training 
school for nurses, regulating and supervising 
courses of training, and prescribing the form 
of certificates as to such attendance, and the 

25 	persons by whom they may be granted ; 
regulating the character, subjects, and conduct 
of examinations for registration ; 
prescribing, in so far as it may be necessary to 
prevent the spread of infection, the duties of 

30- 	nurses ; 
providing for the removal from the register of 
the names of nurses who have died ; 
providing for the removal from the register of 
the names of nurses who have left the State or 

35 	who have become insane persons or patients 
within the meaning of the Lunacy Act, 1898, 
and for the circumstances under which such 
names shall be restored to the register ; 
regulating and supervising the practice of 

40 	midwifery nurses and providing for the noti- 
fication of diseases either in the mother or the 
newborn child by such nurses ; 	(i) 
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generally for carrying out the provisions of this 
Act ; and 
imposing a penalty of not more than twenty 
pounds for any breach of such regulations. 

	

5 	20. All regulations so made, if approved by the Regulations 
Governor, shall— 	 to be published. be published in the Gazette ; 

take effect from the date of publication, or 
from a later date to be specified in such 

	

10 	regulations ; and 
be laid before both Houses of Parliament 
within fourteen sitting days after publication 
if Parliament is in session, and if not, then 
within fourteen sitting days after the corn- 

	

15 	mencement of the next session. But if eithcr 
House of the Parliament passes a resolution, of 
which notice has been given, at any time within 
fifteen sitting days after such regulations have 
been laid before such House disallowing any 

	

20 	regulation or part thereof, such regulation or 
part shall thereupon cease to have effect. 

21. All informations for offences against this Act Offellee8 and 
or the regulations shall be laid by the registrar, or penalties. 
some other officer appointed by the board for that 

25 purpose, and all penalties, when recovered, shall be paid 
to the board for the purposes of this Act. 

All such penalties may be recovered in a summary 
manner before any stipendiary or police magistrate or 
two justices of the peace. 

	

30 	22. No matter or thing done or suffered by the  board, officers, &c., 
or by any member, or the registrar, or any officer of the not to 
board,bot a fide in the execution,or intended execution, of Dui naiiY  
this Act, or the exercise or discharge, or intended exercise 
or discharge, of any of its or his powers or duties, shall 

35 subject the board or any member, or the registrar, or 
the officer, or any other person, or the Crown, to any 
liability in resrct thereof. 

23. The Private Hospitals Act, 1908, is amended as Amendment 
follows :— of Act No. 14 

of 1908. 

	

40 	(a) (i) By omitting from section two the definitions Sec. 2. of " hospital nurse " and " midwifery 
nurse " ; and 	 (ii) 
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(ii) by inserting at the end of the same section 
the following definition : " Registered' as 
applied to a nurse means registered under 
the provisions of the Nurses' Registration 

5 Act, 1924 "; 
(b) by omitting sections three, four, and five ; secs. 3, 4, 5. 
(c) (i) by omitting from subsection one of section See. 10(1). 

ten the words " hospital nurse " wherever 
occurring and by inserting in lieu thereof 

10 the words "registered general nurse " ; and 
by inserting in paragraph (b) of the same no. 
subsection before the word " midwifery " 
the word " registered " ; 
by omitting from paragraph (c) of the Ibid. 

15 same subsection the word " and " and by 
inserting in lieu thereof the words " who is 
also registered as a " ; 
by inserting in paragraph (c) of the same raid. 
subsection before the word " midwifery " 

20 where it secondly occurs the word " regis- 
tered " ; 

(d) by omitting from subsection two of section sec. 10 (2). 
ten the words " under paragraphs (b) and (c) 
aforesaid." 

25 SCHEDULE. 

Fee payable for examination of candidates for registration 1 
s. 
1 

d. 
0 

Fee payable for registration, including certificate of 
registration ... ... ... ... ... ...  0 10 6 

30  Fee payable for the retention on the register of the name 
of any midwifery nurse in any year ... 0 5 0 

Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer-19S4. 
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