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Act No. 24, 1917.

An Act to make further provision for the settlement

of returned or discharged soldiers and sailors ;
to provide for and maintain training farms
for such soldiers and sailors; to amend the
teturned Soldiers Settlement Act, 1916, the
Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, the
Closer Settlement Acts, the Closer Settlement
Promotion Act, 1910, and the Acts amending
those Acts; and for purposes consequent
thereon or incidental thereto. [Assented to,
7th November, 1917.]

E it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-
lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—
: « %

1 have examined this Bill, and find it to correspond in all respects with

the Bill as finally passed by both Howses.

DANIEL LEVY,
Chairman of Commattees of the Legislative Assembly.
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3 LBeturned Soldiers Settlement (Amendment).

Short title, 1. This Act may he cited as the ¢ Returned Soldiers
Settlement (Amendment) Act, 1917.”

Repealofs.2. @&, Section two of the Returned Soldiers Settlement
Act, 1916, is repealed and the following is inserted in
its place :—

Definitions.! 2. (1) In this Act unless the context otherwise

requires ¢ discharged soldier” means —

(a) any person who being or having Dbeen a
resident in the Commonwealth of Australia
enlisted as a member of the naval or
military forces of the Commonwealth for
service outside the said Commonwealth, or
enlisted in the United Kingdom, or in any
of His Majesty’s Dominions for service in
His Majesty’s naval or military forces, and
has served in such forces in the present war
outside the Ccmmonwealth ;

(b) any person who being or having been
resident in the said Commonwealth enlisted
in the naval or military forces of the said
Commonwealth for active service abroad
in the present war, but whose service was
confined to the said Commonwealth, and who,
in the opinion of a classification committee,
was unable, through -circumstances not
within his own control, to serve abroad as
aforesaid ; :

and in either such case—

(¢) has received his discharge, and is resident in
the Commonwealth.

The Minister may extend the above definition to
include any person who, not being or having been
resident in the said Commonwealth, enlisted as a
member of the naval or military forces of the United
Kingdom or of any of His Majesty’s dominions, and
has served in such forces in the said war outside the
country where he enlisted, and has received his
discharge and is resident in the Commonwealth :

Provided that the above definition shall not
include any person whose discharge from service
was due to misconduct or incapacity resulting from
his own default. (2)
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(2) Unless the context necessarily requires a
different meaning, expressions defined in the
Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, the Closer
Settlement Acts, or the Irrigation Act, 1912, shall
bear the same meaning in this Act.

section three of the same Act:—

3A. It shall be lawful for the Minister to issue to
any discharged soldier or to any person applying
under section 4D on behalf of a soldier or sailor on
active service a certificate of preferential right,
entitling the recipient to the farm or block described
therein and situated within any area set apart for
any specified tenure under the Returned Soldiers
Settlement Act or the Crown Lands Consolidation
Act, 1913, or the Closer Settlement Acts or any
Acts amending the same; and upon the issue of
such certificate the soldier or sailor named therein
shall be deemed to have had such farm or block
confirmed to him without reference to the local
land board; and subsection seven of section four of
this Act shall not apply in relation to such
application :

Provided that in the notification of the setting
apart of any area designed exclusively for the
holders of preferential right certificates such notifi-
cation shall state that the land so set apart shall be
available only for the holders of such certificates.

4. Section four of the same Act is amended as

follows :—

(a) In subsection one omit ¢ the last preceding
scetion ”, insert ““ section three.”

(b) Insubsection four omit “ or the next preceding
section ” insert “ Act’; and at the end of the
subsection insert the following :— Provided
that in the case of a discharged soldier who
enlisted within six months before the declara-
tion of peace, the application shall not be made
until peace is declared.”

(¢) In subsection five omit * a classification com-
mittee ” and insert ¢ classification committees

and”;

3. The following new section is inserted next after New . sa.

Preferential
right certi-
ficate.

Amendment
to s. 4.
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and ”’; omit ‘““ which ” insert “a committee ’;
omit ““ This committee ” insert “A committee”;
at end of subsection insert ¢ and if not so
satistied may refuse to issue the certificate.”
(d) In subsection six omit “the classification
committee >’ and insert ¢ a classification com-
mittee .
New sections B, The following new sections and short headings

44, 48, 4c, 4, . .
s ar. ' are inserted next after section four of the same Act : —
Right to purchase returned soldiers’ special
holdings.
Parchase of 4A. The holder of any holding by way of lease
specia, k: ) b 55 .
e lain under the last preceding section may with the

exception of a holding within an irrigation area
apply to purchase the land held thereunder subject
to the following conditions and provisions :—

(a) The application shall be made as prescribed
and shall be accompanied by a deposit as
prescribed.  If the holding is subject to
mortgage, the mortgagee shall join in the
application.

(b) The local land board shall report to the
Minister whether there is any objection
to the granting of the application, and
cencrally as to the merits thereof ; and if it
considers that the application is unobjection-
able shall determine the capital value of the
lnnd as at the date of the application to
purchase, which determination shall be
irrespective of the value of any improve-
ments effected by the holder.

(c) After receipt of such report the Minister may
at his discretion grant or refuse the appli-
cation either as to the whole or any part of
the holding applied to be purchased.

(d) Any areas required for roadways or other
public purposes may be excluded, and the
boundaries may be otherwise modified at the
discretion of the Minister.

(e) The purchase money shall be paid by fifteen
equal annual instalments, the first of such in-

stalments being payable within three months
of
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(h)

4

of thc dato of demand made for the same, and
one of the remaining instalments shall be
paid in each succeeding year on the recurring
date of the granting of the application to
purchase, or within three months thereafter,
until the purchase money, together with
interest at the rate of two and one-half per
centum per annum, is paid; provided that
two or more such instalments may be paid in
any one year.

If the applicant be dissatisfied with the price
determined by the local land board he may,
within one month after such determination,
withdraw his application upon payment of
costs as assessed by the local land board.

The purchase shall be subject to a condition
of residence for a period of five years from
the date of the granting of the application to
purchase, but such term shall be reduced by
the period of residence performed in respect
of the holding.

Any special conditions which attached to
the holding shall until the grant is issued
attach to the purchase.

After the ()xpiration of the term of residence
the local land board shall inquire whether all
conditions other than payment of purchase
money have been duly complied with, and
upon the local land board certifying that
such conditions have been complied with,
and upon payment of the balance of purchase
nmoney and such other moneys as may be due
and payable, a Crown grant shall be issued
in the prescribed form to the then holder.

If default is made in paying 2any moneys due
in respect of any such purchace or if the
Minister is satisfied that any condition attach-
ing to the holding has not been or is not being
eomphed with, the purchase may be declared
to have lapsed, and all moneys paid in respect
of the land, and all improvements thereon,

shall thereupon become forfeited.
Soldiers’

(14
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Soldiers’ group purchases.

(1) The Minister may by notification in the
Gazette set apart for sale any Crown lands or lands
acquired under the Closer Settlement Acts or other-
wise as a settlement for a group of soldiers, stating
therein the prices and the terms and conditions of sale
of such lands. Any notification under this section
may by like notification be amended or revoked.

(2) Such settlement shall be subdivided into
blocks of such areas as the Minister may determine
to be home maintenance areas.

(3) A group shall consist of discharged
soldiers approved by the Minister. The group shall
not consist of more discharged soldiers than there
are home maintenance areas in the settlement.

(4) After a discharged soldier joins a group
the Minister, upon being “satisfied as to the fitness
and suitability of such soldlol, may in his discretion
allot him a block in the settlement.

(5) Sueh allotment shall be subject to such
conditions as the Minister may preseribe, and shall
nct confer a right of ownership either'to the land or
any improvements thereon. Where the Minister is
satisfied that any discharged soldier to whom a block
has been allotted is not complying with the condi-
tions of such allotment, he may cancel the allot-
ment at any time prior to the confirmation thereof.
Such soldier shall not be entitled to any compen-
sation whatsoever in respect of such cancellation.

(6) Within twelve months from the date of
allotment the Minister, if satisfied of the fitness
and suitability of the soldier, may confirm the
allotment, and the title to the holding shall com-
mence from the date of such confirmation as notified
in the Gazette.

(7) A Crown grant of the land shall be issued
upon the Minister being satisfied that the conditions
attaching to the block have been fulfilled, and on
payment of the purchase money, deed fee, and
stamp duty, and any money owing by the holder
to the Crown in w\pect ‘of the block or any
improvements thereon. Closer
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Closer settlement promotion.

4c. The provisions of the Closer Settlement Extension of

Promotion Act, 1910, and of the Closer Scttlement Goier
(Amendment) Act, 1914, authorising any three or Promotion

more persons who are duly qualified to make appli-
cations to bring certain land under the first men-
tioned Act are hereby extended to authorise any
one or more discharged soldiers, if duly qualified,
to make any such application.

Application by parent or relative.

4D. A parent or other relative or any person may,
on behalf of a soldier or sailor on active service
abroad with the Australian Imperial Forces or with
any other naval or military force raised in the
Commonwealth by the Minister for Defence, make
application for any land available under this Act.

The application shall be made as prescribed and
the consent of the Minister shall be obtained before
the application is lodged.

Except where otherwise provided the local land
board, or in the case of a holding within an irri-
gation areathe Water Conservation and Irrigation
Commission, shall, if satisfied that the application
is made in the interest of a soldier or sailor on
active service abroad, confirm the holding in his
name.

In the event of the death of such soldier or sailor
before entering into occupation of the holding or
of his inability or unwillingness to occupy and work
the holding within such period after his discharge,
as the Minister may deem reasonable, or if in the
opinion of the Minister such soldier or sailor has
become disqualified to make an application under
this Aet the holding shall be forfeited.

Upon forfeiture the Minister may grant tenant-
right (as defined by the Crown Lands Consolidation
Act, 1913) in improvements to the person whom
he considers most entitled thereto.

In other respects the holding shall be subject to
the terms and conditions notified in the Gazette
and to the provisions of this Act. Training

Acts.

Applications
by parent or

relative,
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Training farms for discharged soldiers.

4E. The Minister may provide and maintain
training farms or settlements to enable discharged
soldiers to acquire the Lknowledge requisite for
agricultural, pastoral, horhculthral v1t1culturh,
apicultural, or dairying pursuits, pig-raising, fruit-
growing, or poultry or wener‘ll farming, and to test
their aptltude therefor, or may malke such arrange-
ments with the owners of private lands for carrying
out the purposes aiorexmd as are deemed e\pe(hent

4F. Whenever residence is a condition attaching
to a holding under this or the Crown Lands Acts
or the Closer Settlement Acts and held by a soldier
or sailor on active service abroad as defined in
section 4D such condition shall be deemed to have
been complied with by such service abroad for the
period of the same.

6. Section seven of the same Act is amended as
follows :— '

(a) In subsection one after ¢ shall” insert the
words ¢ if the Minister so directs ”

(b) After subsection two insert the following new
subsection :—

(2a) The Minister may from time to time,
without reference to or 1eport by a local land
board, make advances to a dlqcharwed soldier
with respect to any land which such soldier
owns or leases or occupies as a share-farmer,
for the purpose of—

(a) the clearing, fencing, draining, water
supply, and general improvement of
the said land ;

(b) the pulchase of implements, stock,
seeds, plants, and such other things as
may be deemed necessary to satisfac-
tomlv occupy and deve;op the land ; or

(c) the erection of buildings on land owned
by such soldier or held by him under
lease from the Crown or the Water
Conservationand Irrigation Commission:

Provided
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Provided that before any advance is made in
respect of private land leased to a discharged
soldier or occupied under a share-farming
agreement the Minister shall require to be
satisfied that the contract is equitable and
advantageous to the discharged soldier.

(c) At the end of subsection three insert the
following :— :

Provided also that the rate of interest per
annum for advances made under this section
shall not exceed three and one-half per centum
for the first year, Mour per centum for the
second year, and so on, the rate inercasing by
not more than one-half per centum for each
subsequent year until such rate reaches the
rate determined as aforesaid.

(d) At the end of the section add the following
new subsection :(—

(4) If default is madein the payment of any
moneys advanced or expended at any time under
this section or of any instalment thereof or
interest thereon, for a period of three months
after demand made for payment thereof the
holding in respect of which the money has been
advanced or expended may be declared forfeited
to the Crown together with all moneys paid
thereon and all improvements on the land.
Such demand shall be in writing signed by a
person authorised by the Minister, and may be
made by sending it by post to the owner of the
holding at his last known address.

7. The following section is inserted after section News. 7a.
seven of the same Act:—

7a. Where the Minister is of opinion that any advances
money advanced under this Aect has not been ;‘;ggp‘:l it
applied to the purpose for which it was advanced, recalled.
or has been expended in a careless or extravagant
manner, or that any live stock (including pigs and
poultry) or any implements supplied in pursuance
of this Act, or the produce of such live stock are

58—B being
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being neglected, he may refuse to pay any further

instalments of the advance or to make any further

advances, and, if he so declares by notification in

the Gazette, all moneys already advanced. together

with interest thereon, shall become immediately due

and payable and may be recovered as a Crown debt.

Amendment 8. Subsection ten of the same Act is amended as
‘;fus'.lfo' follows :—

ey (a) After “otherwise dealt with” insert * before

or after grant™;

(b) add the following at end of the section :—*“ Such
consent shall not for a period of ten years from
the date of commencement of title to the hold-
ing be given toa transfer or other dealing (other
than by way of mortgage only) to or with
any person who is not a discharged soldier;
and any transfer or dealing within such period
except by way of mortgage only, to any person
other than a discharged soldier shall be invalid
and void.”

New s. 12 9. The following section and short heading are added
at the end of the same Act:—

Pencalties.

Penalties. 12. (1) Any person who accepts or obtains or
who agrees or offers to accept, and any person who
aids, abets, or counsels any person to accept or
obtain, any gift or consideration as an inducement
to withdraw any application under this Act shall be
liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred
pounds, and to be imprisoned with or without hard
labour for any term not exceeding six months.

(2) A person convicted of an offence against
the preceding subsection who applies for any hold-
ing under this Act within one year from the date of
such conviction shall be lJiable to a penalty not
exceeding fifty pounds.

In the name and on behalf of His Majesty I assent
to this Act.
W. P. CULLEN,
Government House, Lieutenant- Governor.
Sydney, Tth November, 1917.




This Pusnric Biun originated in the TiGISLATIVE ASsSEMBLY,
and, having this day passed, is now ready for presentation to the
Lrarsnarive CouNctt for its conturrence.

W. 8. MOWLE,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.
Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Sydney, 23 October, 1917.
The Lecisnative CouNcin has this day agreed to this Bill with
Amendinents.

Clerk of the Parliaments.
Legislative Council Chamber,
Sydney, October, 1917.
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An Act to make further provision for the settlement
of returned or discharged soldiers and sailors ;
to provide for and maintain training farms
for such soldiers and sailors: to amend the
Returned Soldiers Settlement Act, 1916, the
Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, the
Closer Settlement Acts, the Closer Settlement
Promotion Act, 1910, and the Acts amending
those Acts; and for purposes consequent
thereon or incidental thereto.

ol L

E it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-
lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of
5 the same, as follows :—
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Returned Soldiers Settlement (Amendment).

1. This Act may be cited as the *“ Returned Soldiers shors title.

Settlement (Amendment) Act, 1917.”

2. Section two of the Returned Soldiers Settlement Repealofs.2.
Act, 1916, is repealed and the following is inserted in
b its place :—

2. (1) In this Act unless the context otherwise Definitions.

requires ““ discharged soldier” means—

(a)

(¢)

any person who being or having been a
resident in the Commonwealth of Australia
enlisted as a member of the naval or
military forces of the Commonwealth for
service outside the said Commonwealth, or
enlisted in the United Kingdom, or in any
of His Majesty’s Dominions for service in
His Majesty’s naval or military forces, and
has served in such foreces in the present war
outside the eeuwntry—where—he—enlisted Com-
monwealth ;

any person who being or having been
resident in the said Commonwealth enlisted
in the naval or military forces of the said
Commonwealth for active service abroad
in the present war, but whose service was
confined to the said Commonwealth, and who,
in the opinion of the a classification com-
mittee, was unable, through circumstances
not within his own control, to serve abroad
as aforesaid ;

and in either such case—

has received his discharge, and is resident in
the Commonwealth.

The Minister may extend the above definition to
include any person who, not being or having been
resident in the said Commonwealth, enlisted as a
member of the naval or military forces of the United
Kingdom or of any of His Majesty’s dominions, and
has served in such forces in the said war outside the
country where he enlisted, and has received his
discharge and is resident in the Commonwealth :

Provided that the above definition shall not
include any person whose discharge from service
was due to misconduct or incapacity resulting from
his own default. (2)

o
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(") Unless the context necessarily requires a
different meaning, expressions defined in the
| Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, the Closer
\} Settlement Acts, or the Irrigation Act, 1912, shall
L 5 bear the same meaning in this Act. {

3. The following new section is inserted next after New «. 3a.
section three of the same Act :—
3A. It shall be lawful for the Minister to issue to Preferential
any discharged soldier or to any person applying f&!t coré-
10 under section 4D on behalf of a soldier or sailor on
active service a certificate of preferential right,
entitling the recipient to the farm or block described
therein and situated within any area set apart for
any specified tenure under the Returned Soldiers
15 Settlement Act or the Crown Lands Consolidation
Act, 1913, or the Closer Settlement Acts or any
Acts amending the same; and upon the issue of
such certificate the soldier or sailor named therein
shall be deemed to have had such farm or block
20 confirmed to him without reference to the local
land board ; and subsection seven of section four of
this Aect shall not apply in relation to such

application :
A Provided that in the notification of the setting
25 apart of any area designed exclusively for the

holders of preferential 1'1ﬂht certificates such notifi-
cation shall state that the land so set apart shall be
available only for the holders of such certificates.
4. Section four of the same Act is amended as Amendmens
30 follows :— tos. 4.
(a) In subsection one omit “the last preceding
section ”’, insert ¢ section three.”
(b) Insubsection four omit “or the next preceding
3 section ” insert “ Act”; and at the end of the
35 subsection insert the following :— Provided
that in the case of a dischar n’cd soldier who
enlisted within six months before the declara-
tion of peace, the application shall not be made
until peace is declared.”
40 (¢) In subsection five omit.  a classification com-
mittee ” and insert ¢ classification committees
and @i
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and ”’; omit ““ which ” insert “a comlmttua

omit ‘¢ ThlS commitiee insert “ A committee”

at end of subsectmn msert “and if not so
satistied may refuse to issue the certificate.”

O (d) In subsection six omit *“the classification
committee ” and insert *a classification com-
mittee

5. The following new sections and short headings
are inserted next after section four of the same Act :—

19 Right to purchase returned soldiers’ speciul
holdings.

4A. The holder of any holding by way of lease
under the last preceding section may with the
exception of a holding within an irrigation area

15 apply to purchase the land held thereunder subject

to the following conditions and provisions :—

(a) The application shall be made as prescribed
and shall be accompanied by a deposit as
prescribed. If the holding is subject to

20 mortgage, the mortgagee shall join in the
application.

(b) The local land board shall report to the
Minister whether there is any objection
to the granting of the application, and
(v(\ncrallv as to the merits thereof ; s“and 1116
considers that the application is unobjection-
able shall determine the capital value of the
land as at the date of the application to
purchase, which determination shall be

30 irrespective of the value of any improve-
ments effected by the holder.

(e) After receipt of such report the Minister may
at his discretion grant or refuse the appli-
cation either as to the whole or any part of
the holding applied to be purchased.

(d) Any areas 1equued for roadways or other
publu, purposes may be excluded, and the
boundaries may be otherwise modified at the
discretion of the Minister. : :

49 (e¢) The purchase money shall be paid by fifteen

equal annual instalments, the first of such in-
stalments being payable within three months
of

52
b

o
(1]

New seetions
44,48, 4c, 4D,
4E.

Purchase of
special
holdings.
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of the date of dem:md made for the same, and
one of the remaining instalments shall be
paid in each succeeding year on the recurring
date of the granting of the application to
purchase, or w within three months thereafter,
until the purchase money, together with
interest at the rate of two and one-half per
centum per annum, is paid ; provided that
two or more such instalments may be paid in
any one year.

If the applicant be dissatisfied with the price .

determined by the local land board he may,
within one month after such determination,
withdraw his application upon payment of
costs as assessed hy the local land board.
The purchase shall be subject to a condition
of residence for a period of five years from
the date of the granting of the apphcatlon to
purchase, but such term shall be reduced by
the period of residence performed in respect
of the holding.

Any special conditions which attached to
the holding shall until the grant is issued
attach to the purchase.

After the expiration of the term of residence
the local land board shall inquire whether all
conditions other than payment of purchase
money have been dualy complied with, and
upon the local land board certifying that
such conditions have been complied with,
and upon payment of the balance of purchase
money and such other moneys as may be due
and payable, a Crown grant shall be issued
in the prescribed form to the then holder.
If default is made in paying 2any moneys due
in respect of any such purchase, or if the
Minister is satisfied that any condition attach-
ing to the holding has not been or is not being
complied with, the purchase may be declared
to have Iapsed, and all moneys paid in respect
of the land, and all improvements thereon,

shall thereupon become forfeited.
Soldiers’
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Soldiers’ group purchases.

43. (1) The Minister may by notification in the Soldiers®
Gazette set apart for sale any Crown lands or lands S0P,
acquired under the Closer Settlement Acts or other-
5 wise as a settlement for a group of soldiers, stating
therein the prices and the terms and conditions of sale
of such lands. Any notification under this section
may by like notification be amended or revoked.

(2) Such settlement shall be subdivided into

10 blocks of such areas as the Minister may determine
to be home maintenance areas.

(3) A group shall consist of discharged
soldiers approved by the Minister. The group shall
not consist of more discharged soldiers than there

15 are home maintenance areas in the settlement.

(4) After a discharged soldier joins a group
the Minister, upon being satisfied as to the fitness
and suitability of such soldier, may in his discretion
allot him a block in the settlement.

20 (5) Such allotment shall be subjeet to such
conditions as the Minister may prescribe, and shall
nct confera right of ownership either to the land or
any improv ements thercon. Where the Minister is
satisfied that any discharged soldier to whom a block

25 has been allotted is not complying with the condi-
tions of such allotment, he may cancel the allot-
ment at any time prior to the confirmation thereof.
Such soldier shall not be entitled to any compen-
sation whatsoever in respect of such cancellation.

30 (6) Within twelve months from the date of
allotment the Minister, if satisfied of the fitness
and suitability of the soldier, may confirm the
allotment, and the title to the holding shall com-
mence from the date of such confirmation as notified

B in the Gazette.

(7) A Crown grant of the land shall be issued
upon the Minister being satisfied that the conditions
attaching to the block have been fulfilled, and on
payment of the purchase money, deed fee, and

10 stamp duty, and any money owing by the holder
to the Crown in re:pect ‘of the block or any
improvements thereon. Closer
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Closer settlement promotion.

4c. The provisions of the Closer Sc\ttlmnenthteusxon of
Promotion Act, 1910, and of the Closer Settlement §eose on
(Amendment) Act, 1914, authorising any three or Promotion
more persons who are duly qu‘thhed to make appli- Gl
cations to bring certain land under the first men-
tioned Act are hereby extended to authorise any
one or more discharged soldiers, if duly qualified,

to make any such apphcatlon.

Application by parent or relative.

1n. A parent or other relative or any person may, Applications
on behalf of a soldier or sailor on active service by Faret or
abroad with the Australian Imperial Forces or with
any other naval or military force raised in the
Commonwealth by the Minister for Defence, make
application for any land available under this Act.

The apphcatlon shall be made as prescribed and
the consent of the Minister shall be obtained before
the application is lodged.

Except where otherwise provided the local land
board, or in the case of a holding within an
irrigation areathe Water Conservation and Irrigation
Commission, shall, if satisfied that the application
is made in the interest of a soldier or sailor on
active service abroad, confirm the holding in his
name.

In the event of the death of such soldier or sailor
before entering into occupation of the holding or
of hisinability or unwillingness to occupy and work
the holding within such period after his discharge,
as the Minister may deem reasonable, or if in the
opinion of the Minister such soldier or sailor has
become disqualified to make an application under
this Act the holding shall be forfeited.

Upon forfeiture the Minister may grant tenant-
right (as defined by the Crown Lands Consolidatior.
Act, 1913) in improvements to the person whoni
he considers most entitled thereto.

In other respects the holding shall be subject to
the terms and conditions notified in the Gazette
and to the provisions of this Act. Training
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Training farms for discharged soldiers.

4p. The Minister may provide and maintain Training
training farms or settlements to cnable discharged =

soldiers to acquire the knowledge requisite for
agricultural, pastoral, horticultural, viticultural,
apicultural, or dairying pursuits, pig-raising, fruit-
agrowing, or poultry or general farming, and to test
their aptitude therefor, or may malke such arrange-
ments with the owners of private lands for carrying
10 out the purposes aforesaid as are deemed expedient.
6. Whenever residence is a condition attaching to a
holding under this or the Crown Lands Acts or the
Closer Settlement Acts and held by a sotdier or sailor
cn active service abroad as defined in clause 4p such
5 condition shall be deemed to have been complied with
by such service abroad for the peried of the same.

.-
~

pd
<
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6: 7. Section seven of the same Act is amended as Amendmens

follows :—
(a) In subsection one after ‘“shall” insert the
20 words “if the Minister so directs ™.
(b) After subsection two insert the following new
subsection :—

(2a) The Minister may from time to time,

without reference to or report by a local land

25 board, make advances to a discharged soldier
with respect to any land which such soldier
owns or leases or occupies as a share-farmer,
for the purpose of—

(a) the clearing, fencing, draining, water

30 supply. and general improvement of
the said land ;

(b) the purchase of implements, stock,
seeds, plants, and such other things as
may be deemed necessary to satisfac-

35 torily occupy and develop the land ; or

(c) the erection of buildings on land owned
by such soldier or held by him under
lease from the Crown or the Water

Conservation and Irrigation Commission:
Provided
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Provided that before any advance is made in
respect of private land leased to a discharged
soldier or occupied under a share-farming
agreement the Minister shall require to be
satisfied that the contract is equitable and

advantageous to the discharged soldier.

(¢) At the end of subsection three insert the

following :—

Provided also that the rate of interest per
annum for advances made under this section
shall not exceed three and one-half per centum
for the first year, four per centum for the
second year, and so on, the rate increasing by
not more than one-half per centum for each
subsequent year until such rate veaches the

rate determined as aforesaid.

(d) At the end of the section add the following

new subsection :—

(4) If default is made in the payment of any
moneys advanced or expended at any time under
this section or of any instalment thereof or
interest thereon, for a period of three months
after demand made for payment thereof the
kolding in respect of which the money has béen
advanced or expended may be declared forfeited
to the Crown together with all moneys paid
thereon and all improvements on the land.
Such demand shall be in writing signed by a
person authorised by the Minister, and may be
made by sending it by post to the owner of the

holding at his last known address.

7 8. The following section is inserted after section New s 7a-
seven of the same Act:—

7a. Where the Minister is of opinion that any Advances
been may be

money advanced under this Aet has not
applied to the purpose for which it was advanced,
or has been expended in a carcless or extravacant
manner, or that any live stock (including pigs and
poultry) or any implements supplied in pursuance
of this Act, or the produce of such live stock are

58—B

being

stopped or
recalled,

[ To]
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being neglected, he may refuse to pay any further
instalments of the advance or to make any further
advances, and, if he so declares by notification in
the Gazette, all moneys already advanced. together
with interest thereon, shall become irnmediately due
and payable and may be recovered as a Crown debt.
8: 9, Subsection ten of the same Act is amended as Amendment
follows :— ikl
(a) After “otherwise dealt with ” insert ¢ before ‘™™™
10 or after grant’’ ;
(b) add the following at end of the section :—* Such
consent shall not for a period of ten years from
the date of commencement of title to the hold-
ing be given to a transfer or other dealing (other
15 than by way of mortgage only) to or with
any person who is not a discharged soldier;
and any transfer or dealing within such period
except by way of mortgage only, to any person
other than a discharged soldier shall be invalid
20 and void.”
10. The following section and short heading are News. 12
addod at the end of the same Act :—

(44

Penalties.

12. (1) Any person who accepts or obtains or penalties.
who agrees or offers to accept, and any person who
25 aids, abets, or coursels any person to accept or

obtain, any gift or consideration as an inducement

to withdraw any application under this Act shall be

liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred

pounds, and to be imprisoned with or without hard
30 labour for any term not exceeding six months.

‘ (2) A person convicted of an offence against
the preceding subsection who applies for any “hold-
ing under this Act within one year from the date of
such conviction shall be Jiable to a penalty not

35 exceeding fifty pounds.

o
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Aét No. ", 1917,

An Act to make further provision for the settlement
of returned or discharged soldiers and sailors ;
to provide for and maintain training farms
for such soldiers and sailors; to amend the
Returned Soldiers Settlement Act, 1916, the
rown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, the
Closer Settlement Acts, the Closer Settlement
Promotion Act, 1910, and the Acts amending
those Acts ; and for purposes consequent
thereon or incidental thereto.

BE it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-
Jative Council and Tegislative Assembly of New South
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of
5 the same, as follows :—

5009 58‘—'A 1 .
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1. This Act may be cited as the ¢ Returned Soldiers Short title.
Settlement (Amendment) Act, 1917.”

2. Section two of the Returned Soldiers Settlement Repealofs.2.
Act, 1916, is repealed and the following is inserted in
its place :—

2. (1) In this Act unless the context otherwise Definitions.
requires * discharged soldier”” means—

(a) any person who being or having been a
resident in the Commonwealth of Australia
enlisted as a member of the naval or
military forces of the Commonwealth for
service outside the said Commonwealth, or
enlisted in the United Kingdom, or in any
of His Majesty’s Dominions for service in
His Majesty’s naval or military forces, and
has served in such forees in the present war
outside the country where he enlisted ;

(b) ;any person who being or having been
resident in the said Commonwealth enlisted
in the naval or military forces of the said
Commonwealth for active service abroad
in the present war, but whose service was
confined to the said Commonwealth, and who,
in the opinion of the classification com-
mittee, was unable, through circumstances
not within his own control, to serve abroad
as aforesaid ;

and in either such case—

(¢) has received his discharge, and is resident in
the Commonwealth.

The Minister may extend the above definition to
include any person who, not being or having been
resident in the said Commonwealth, enlisted as a
member of the naval or military forces of the United
Kingdom, and has served in such forces in the said
war outside the country where he enlisted, and has
received his discharge and is resident in the Com-
monwealth : _

Provided that the above definition shall not
include any person whose discharge from service
was due to misconduct or incapacity resulting from
his own default. (2)

e
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(2) Unless the context necessarily requires a
different meaning, expressions defined in the
Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, the Closer
Settlement Acts, or the Irrigation Act, 1912, shall
bear the same meaning in this Act.

3. The following new section is inserted next after
section three of the same Act:—
34. It shall be lawful for the Minister to issue to Preferential
* any discharged soldier or to any person applying risht certi-

under section 4D on behalf of a soldier or sailor 0?1

active service a certificate of preferential right,
entitling the recipient to the farm or block deseribed
therein and situated within any area set apart for
any specified tenure under the Returned Soldiers
Settlement Act or the Crown Lands Consolidation
Act, 1913, or the Closer Settlement Acts or any
Acts amending the same; and upon the issue of
such certificate the soldier or sailor named therein
shall be deemed to have had such farm or block
confirmed to him without reference to the local
land board; and subsection seven of section four of
this Act shall not apply in relation to such
application :

Provided that in the notification of the setting
apart of any area designed exclusively for the
holders of preferential right certificates such notifi-
cation shall state that the land so set apart shall be
available only for the holders of such certificates.

30 follows :—

40

(a) In subsection one omit ¢the last preceding
section ”’, insert ““ section three.”

New s. 34,

ficate.

4. Section four of the same Act is amended as Amendment

to s, 4.

(b) In subsection four omit  or the next preceding ‘

section ™ insert “ Act””; and at the end of the
subsection insert the following :— Provided
that in the case of a discharged soldier who
enlisted within six months before the declara-
tion of peace, the application shall not be made
until peace is declared.”

(c) In subsection five omit * a classification com-
mittee ” and insert ¢ classification committees

and”’;

Co
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and 3 omit “which ” insert *““a committee
omit ¢ This commitiee ” insert A committee”;
at end of subseetion insert ¢ and if not so
satisfied may refuse to issue the certificate.”
(d) In subscction six omit *the classification
committee ”’ and insert ¢ a classification com-
mittee .
5. The following new scctions and short headings
are inserted next after section four of the same Act :—

Right to purchase returned soldiers’ special

holdings.

4A. The holder of any holding by way of lease

under

the last preceding section may apply to

purchase the land held thereunder subject to the
following conditions and provisions :—

(a)

(b)

(d)

The application shall be made as preseribed
and shall be accompanied by a deposit as
preseribed. If the holding is subject to
mortgage, the mortgagee shall join in the
application.

The local land board shall report to the
Minister whether there is any objeetion
to the granting of the application, and
gencrally as to the merits thereof ; and if it
considers that the application is unobjection-
able shall determine the capital value of the
land as at the date of the application to
purchase, which determination shall be
irrespective of the value of any improve-
ments effected by the holder.

After receipt of such report the Minister may
at his discretion grant or refuse the appli-
cation either as to the whole or any part of
the holding applied to be purchased.

Any areas required for roadways or other
publie purposes may be excluded, and the
boundaries may be otherwise modified at the
discretion of the Minister.

(e) The purchase moncy shall be paid by fifteen

equal annual instalments, the first of such in-
stalments being payable within three months
of

New sections
44, 48, 4C,4D,
4E.

Purchase of
special
holdings,
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0))

of the date of demand made for the same, and
one of the remaining instalments shall be
paid in each succeeding year on the recurring
date of the granting of the application to
purchase, or within three months thereafter,
until the purchase money, together with
interest at the rate of two and one-half per
centum per annum, is paid; provided that
two or more such instalments may be paid in
any one year.

If the applicant be dissatisfied with the price
determined by the local land board he may,
within one month after such determination,
withdraw his application upon payment of
costs as assessed by the local land board.
The purchase shall be subject to a condition
of residence for a period of five years from
the date of the granting of the application to
purchase, but such term shall be reduced by
the period of residence performed in respect
of the holding.

Any special conditions which attached to
the holding shall until the grant is issued
attach to the purchase.

After the expiration of the term of residence
the local land board shall inquire whether all
conditions other than payment of purchase
money have been duly complied with, and
upon the local land board certifying that
such conditions have been complied with,
and upon payment of the balance of purchase
money and such other moneys as may be due
and payable, a Crown grant shall be issued
in the prescribed form to the then holder.

If default is made in paying any moneys due
in respect of any such purchase, or if the
Minister is satisfied that any condition attach-
ing to the holding has not been or is not being
complied with, the purchase may be declared
to have lapsed, and all moneys paid in respect
of the land, and all improvements thereon,
shall thereupon become forfeited.
Soldiers’
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Soldiers’ group purchases.

48. (1) The Minister may by notification in the Soldiers’
Gazette set apart for sale any Crown lands or lands Fivohuson
acquired under the Closer Settlement Acts or other-
5 wise as a settlement for a group of soldiers, stating
therein the prices and the terms and conditions of sale
of such lands. Any notification under this section
may by like notification be amended or revoked.

(2) Such settlement shall be subdivided into

10 blocks of such areas as the Minister may determine
to be home maintenance areas.

(3) A group shall consist of discharged
soldiers approved by the Minister. The group shall
not consist of more discharged soldiers than there

15 are home maintenance areas in the settlement.

_(4) After a discharged soldier joins a group
the Minister, upon being satisfied as to the fitness
and suitability of such soldier, may in his discretion
allot him a block in the settlement.

20 (5) Such allotment shall be subject to such
conditions as the Minister may prescribe, and shall
net confera right of ownership either to the land or
any improvements thereon. Where the Minister is
satisfied that any discharged soldier to whom a block

26 has been allotted is not complying with the condi-
tions of such allotment, he may cancel the allot-
ment at any time prior to the confirmation thereof.
Such soldier shall not be entitled to any compen-
sation whatsoever in respect of such cancellation.

30 (6) Within twelve months from the date of
allotment the Minister, if satisfied of the fitness
and suitability of the soldier, may confirm the
allotment, and the title to the holding shall com-
mence from the date of such confirmation as notified

35 in the Gazette.

(7) A Crown grant of the land shall be issued
upon the Minister being satisfied that the conditions
attaching to the block have been fulfilled, and on
payment of the purchase money, deed fee, and

40 stamp duty, and any money owing by the holder
to the Crown in respect of the block or any
improvements thereon. Closer
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Closer settlement promotion.

4c. The provisions of the Closer Settlement Extension of
‘Promotion Act, 1910, and of the Closer Settlement g;g:;;ment
. (Amendment) Act, 1914, authorising any three or Promotion
more persons who are duly qualified to make appli- ****
cations to bring certain land under the first men-
tioned Act are hereby extended to authorise any
one or more discharged soldiers, if duly qualified,
to make any such application.

Application by parent or relative.

4p. A parent or other relative or any person may, Applications
on behalf of a soldier or sailor on active service o 8y e
abroad with the Australian Imperial Forces or with g
any other naval or military force raised in the
Commonwealth by the Minister for Defence, make
application for any land available under this Act.

The application shall be made as prescribed and
the consent of the Minister shall be obtained before
the application is lodged.

The local land board shall, if satisfied that the
application is made in the interest of a soldier or
sailor on active service abroad, confirm the holding
in his name.

In the event of the death of such soldier or sailor
before entering into occupation of the holding or
of his inability or unwillingness to occupy and work
the holding within such period after his discharge,
as the Minister may deem reasonable, or if in the
opinion of the Minister such soldier or sailor has
become disqualified to make an application under
this Act the holding shall be forfeited.

Upon forfeiture the Minister may grant tenant-
right (as defined by the Crown Lands Consolidation
Act, 1913) in improvements to the person whom
he considers most entitled thereto.

In other respects the holding shall be subject to
the terms and conditions notified in the Gazette
and to the provisions of this Act,

Training
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Training farms for discharged soldiers.

4. The Minister may provide and maintain Training
training farms to enable discharged soldiers to farms
acquire the knowledge requisite for agricultural,

5 pastoral, horticultural, viticultural, apicultural, or
dairying pursuits, pig-raising, fruit-growing, or
poultry or general farming, and to test their
aptitude therefor, or may make such arrangements
with the owners of private lands for carrying out

10 the purposes aforesaid as are deemed expedient.

6. Section seven of the same Aect is amended as Amendmen;
follows : — .

(a) In subsection one after ““shall” insert the
words ““ if the Minister so directs .
15 (b) After subsection two insert the following new
subsection :—

(24) The Minister may from time to time,
without reference to or report by a local land
board, make advances to a discharged soldier

20 with respect to any land which such soldier
owns or leases or occupics as a share-farmer,
for the purpose of—

(a) the clearing, fencing, draining, water
supply, and general improvement of

25 the said land ;

(b) the purchase of implements, stock,
seeds, plants, and such othier things as
may be deemed necessary to satisfac-
torily oceupy and develop the land ; or

30 (c¢) the erection of buildings on land owned
by such soldier or held by him under
lease from the Crown :

Provided that before any advance is made in

- respect of private land leased to a discharged

35 soldier or occupied under a share-farming

agreement the Minister shall require to be

satisfied that the contract is equitable and
advantageous fo the discharged soldier.

()
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() At the end of subsection three insert the
following :—
Provided also that the rate of interest per
annum for advances made under this section
5 shall not exceed three and one-half per centum
for the first year, four per centum for the
second year, and so on, the rate increasing by
not more than one-half per centum for each
subsequent year until such rate reaches the
10 rate determined as aforesaid.

(d) At the end of the section add the following
new subsection :—

(4) If default is made in the payment of any
moneys advanced or expended at any time under
15 this section or of any instalment thereof or
interest thereon, for a period of three months
after demand made for payment thereof the
holding in respect of which the money has been
advanced or expended may be declared forfeited
20 to the Crown together with all moneys paid
thereon and all improvements on the land.
Such demand shall be in writing signed by a
person authorised by the Minister, and may be
made by sending it by post to the owner of the

25 holding at his last known address.

7. The following section is inserted after section News, 7a.
seven of the same Act:—

7a. Where the Minister is of opinion that any Advances
money advanced under this Act has not been st
. : sy pped or
30 applied to the purpose for which it was advanced, recalled.
or has been expended in a careless or extravagant
manner, or that any live stock (including pigs and
poultry) or any implements supplied in pursuance
of this Aet, or the produce of such live stock are
35 being neglected, he may refuse to pay any further
instalments of the advance or to male any further
advances, and, if he so declares by notification in
the Gazette, all moneys already advanced. together
with interest thereon, shall become immediately due
40 and payable and may be recovered as a Crown debt.
58—B 8.
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8. Subsection ten of the same Act is amended as Amendment
follows :— g b
(a) After * otherwise dealt with > insert * before R
or after grant”;
(b) add the following at end of the section :—* Such
consent shall not for a period of ten years from
the date of commencement of title to the hold-
‘ing be given toa transfer or other dealing (other
than by way of mortgage only) to or with
any person who is not a discharged soldier;
and any transfer or dealing within such period
except by ‘way of mortgage only, to any person
other than a discharged soldier shall be invalid
and void.”
15 9. The following section and short heading are added New s. 12.
at the end of the same Act :—

Penalties.

12. (1) Any person who accepts or obtains or Penalties.

who agrees or offers to accept, and any person who
aids, abets, or coursels any person to accept or
obtain, any gift or consideration as an inducement
to withdraw any application under this Act shall be
liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred
pounds, and to be imprisoned with or without hard
labour for any term not exceeding six months.

(2) A person convicted of an offénce against
the preceding subsection who applies for any hold-
ing under this Aet within one year from the date of
stich »eonvietion shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding fifty pounds.
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