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' el South W ales,.

No. 1.

VOTES AND PROQEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBILY.

FifTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

TUESDAY, 12 JUNE, 19500.

1. Opryrye oF Tui Sessrox :—The Houso meb at Twelve o’clock at Noon, pnrsuant to a Prochmatlon
of His Kxcelloncy the Governor, bearing date the first day of June 1900,

Mr. Speaker took the Chair,
The Clerk, by direction of Mr. Speaker, read a copy of the said Proclamation, as follows :—

“ New Sovau \V..LLES,} By His Excellency the Right Ionorable Wrrrtay, Eanr Bravemane,

““f(()r‘;i;‘ Knight Commander of the Mowt Distinguished Qrder of Saint Michael

“ BEAVCITAMP and Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony
AMP,
* Governor, of New South Wales and its Dependencies.

“ WuerEas the Parliament of New South Wales has been called together for the despatch of

* business on Tuesday, the fifth day of June ipstant; and whereaa it is deemed expedient for

“divers urgent and weighty reasons that it should be further prorogucd: Now, therefore, T,

* \\' ILLTANM, . Eanr, Beavcimaye, in pursuancee of the power and anthority in me vested as Governor
« of the said Colony, do horebv’ Turther proropue the said Parliament until Tuesday, the twelfth
d ay of June instant: And I 'do hercby further annonnee and proclaim that the said Parliament
‘“ ghall assemble for the despateh of business an the aforesaid twelfth day of June instant, at

“ twelve o'clock at noon, in the buildings known as the Council Chanbers, aituate in Macquarie-
‘“ gtreet, in the City of Sydney: And the Members of tho Legislative ' Couneil and Legislative

“ Assembly respectively are liereby required to give their attendance at the said time and place
“ aceordingly.

“ Given under my Hand and Seal, at Government ouse, Sy'dne'." this first day of June, in
“ the year of our Lord ene thousand nino hundred, and in the sixty-third year of er
* Majesty’s Reign.

* By His Exccllency’s Command,
* JOHN SEE.
© % 30D SAYVE THE QUEEN o

2, Writs or Enrcriox :—Mr. Speaker informed the House,—

(1) That during the recess, in accordance with the direction of the 55th Section of the Parliamentary
Electorates and Llections Act of 1893, he had issued Writs for the Eleetion of Members to serve
in the Legislativo Assembly in the room of the undermentioned gentlemen, who had resigned
their seats, viz, :—

Edmund Barton, Esquire, @.C., Member for The Hastinge and The Macleay.
The IHonorable ]Ienry Copehnd Member for Sy dnev—J?hllhp Division
William Henry Burgess Piddington, Esquire, Member for Uralla-Walcha.
Varney Pavkes, Esquire, Member for Canterbury.

The HHonorable Francis Bathurst Suttor, Member for Bathurst.

(2.) That three of such Writs had been duly returned to him, with certificates endorsed thereon, by
the respective Returping Officers, of the election of the foliowing gentlemen to serve as Members
for the Electoral Districts mentioned in eonnection with their names i—

Francis Clarke, Esquire,—for The Hastings and The Maecleay,
Daniel O Connor, Esquire,—for Sydney—FPhillip Division.
The Honorable 8yduey Smith,—for Canterbury,
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8. Mraners Swony :-—The undermentioned gentlemen having cach taken and subseribed the Oath of
Allegiance, and signed the Roll of the House, took their Seats as Members for the Electoral
Districts respectively named :—

Daniel O Connor, Esquire,—flor Sydney—Thillip Division.
Francis Clavke, Bsquire,—for The Hastings and The Maclery.
The Honorable Syduey Smith,—for Canterbury.

4. AssENT To Binus:—Mr. Speaker reported that during the rtocess he had roceived the following

Messages from MHis Execllency the Governor :—

(1.) Appropriation Bill:~— . ‘
BEATUCHAMP, Message No. 1,

(Zovernor.

A Bill, intibuled ©* dn Act fo appropiriate and apply ont of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of
New South Wales certain sims fo malke good the Supplie: qranted for the Service of the Fear from
the Lst dry of July, 13, ta the 308% doy of Juze, L0, inslusive of Dotk dates, and fo adjust the
Vote Advance to dreasurer, 180890, for supplamentary charqes during the period from the lst day
af July, 1898, to the 30th day of June, 180, inclusive of both dutes: and for purposes connected
with and incidentul jo the above objects'—ux tinally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly,
having been presented to the Governor for the Royal Asseut, 1is Excellency has, in the name of
Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted is to the Legislative Council,
to be numbered and forwarded to tho proper Qlficer for enrolnent, in the manner required by law,
Glovernment Lowse,

Sudrey, 22nd December, 1890

(2.) Loan Bill :(— :
BEAUCHAMPY, Message No. 2,

Governor. .

A Bil, intituled * An Aet to authorize ihe raising of a Loan for the Public Service of
the Colony, and f v other purposes,’—as finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly,
having been presented to the Governor for the loyal Assent, His Excelleney has, in the name of
Ter Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Couneil,
to be numbered and forwarded o the proper Officer for earolment, in the manner required by law.

(Tovernment House,
Sydney, 22nd December, 1889,

(3.) Library and Art Gellery Billi—

BEAUCHAMP, Message No. 3. o
(Fovernor. :

A Bill, intituled © 4n Act to incorparate the trustecs of the Public Lilrary and National
Art Gallery respectively ;  to provide for the endewment and management of those institutions; to
exempt from stamp duty donations and beguests to those tnstitutions; and for purposes incidental
t0 o consequent on the above-mentioned objects,”—as finally passed by the Legislative Council and
Assembly, having been presenied to the Governar for the Royal Assent, 1lis Excellency has, in the
name of Her Majesty, assented {o the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Tegislative
Couneil, to be mumbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolinent, in the manner required
by law.
Government Fouse,

Sydney, 28th December, 1899. '

(4.} Crown Lands (Amendment) RBill :—

BEAUCITAMP, Message No. 4.
Governor,

A Bill, intituled  dn det to amend the taw seloting fo the sale and leasing, disposal, and
manegement of Crown Lands ; 2o provide for the delermination of the capital value of land wunder
cenditional purchaze, conditionnl Irase, homestead zeloction, or setflement lrase, and for requlating
payments in veepeel of such land on the basiz of such value ; and for the veappraizement of the rents
of conditional leases; fto provide for the emclocure of woeds and water-courses ; and in cerfain
respects to amend the Crown Lands Acts)'—-as finaily passed by the Legisiative Council and
Assembly, having leen presented to the Governor for the Jloyal Assent, 11is Excellency has, in
the name of TTer Majesty, assented to the said Bill, und has this day transmitted 16 to the Legis-
lative Councit, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Qfficer for enrolment, in the manner
reqguired by law,

Government Iloute,
Sydney, 2020 Lecember, 1800,

(5.) Tonnage Ratex {Amendment) Bill: -

BEAUCHAMP, Measage No. 5.
Governor,

A Bill, intituled © An Act fo mmend the law velating to Wharfuge and Tonnage Rales"—as
finnlly passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presenied to the Governor
for the Royal Aszent, 1lis Exeellency har, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill,
andd has this day transmitted i to the Legislutive Couneil, to be numbered and forwarded to the
proper Officer for enrolment, in the mammer required by Inw.

Government Fouse,
Suydney, 20th December, 1890, (6)
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(6.) Public Service {(Superanuuation) Bill: —

BEAUCHAMP, : Message No. G.
Governor,

A Bill, intituled * An Act to amend the Ciotl Service Aot of 1881 and the Public Service
Act of 1893, and any Act amending the same, with regard to certain superannuation allowances
and gratuities,’—as {inally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been prezented
to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His Exeellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented
to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Coumncil, to be numbered and
forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolwent, in the maoner required by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 29tk December, 1859,

(7.) Companies (Death Duties) Bill:—
BEAUCHAMP, Alessage No. 7.

Governor, ’

A Bill, intituled ** An Aet to provide for the vegistration of the offices of certain
Companics, and to impoce dutics on the decth of sharcholders of these Companies,"—as fivally
passed by the Legislative Couneil and Assembly, baving been presenied to the Governor for iho
Roval Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Mer Majesty, assented fo the said Bill, and has
this day transmitted it to tho Legislative Couneil, 1o be numbered and forwarded to the proper
Oflicer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Qovornment House,
Sydney, 29th December, 1899,

(8.) Dubbo to Coonamble Railway Bill:—
BEAUCHAME, MMevsage No. 8.

Glovernor.

A Bill, intituled ““ An Aef fo canction the construciion of a line of railway from Dubbo fo
Coonamble, provided that before commencing the said work certain land required is contracied fo he
conveyed to the Crown, or an indemnity 18 given for the cost of resuming the same; fo amend the
prosisions af the Public Works Act of 1888, so fur as they velate to the duty of the Comgiructing
Awthority to make and maintain fences along the said live of vailway ; to authorise the construction
of the eaid line on certain public vonds ; and for other purposes”—as finally passed by the Legis-
lative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His
Txcellency hag, in the name of Ter Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted
it to the Legislative Couneil, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Olficer for ¢nrelment,
in the wanner required by law,

Governmaent House,
Sydney, 22nd December, 1589,

(9.} Land Tax (Collection) Bilt:—
BEATUCHAMP, Message No. ).

(Covernor.

A Bill, intituled “ An Act to make Dbefter provision for the collection of the Land Tax
Jor 1899."-—ns finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented
10 the Governor for the Royal Assent, His Excellency lias, in the name of Her Majesty, assented
to the said Bill, and has thig day transmitled it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and
forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the mannor required by law.
Government House,

Sydaey, 22nd December, 1899.

. (10.) Early Closing Bill (No. 2) :—
BEATUCHAMP, ‘ Message No. 10.

GGovernor.

A Bill, intituled © An Adet for the early closing of shops and to requlate the hours of employ-
ment in shops,”—as finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented
to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented
1o the raid Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Couneil, to be numbered and
forwarded to the nroper Officer for enrelment, in the manner required by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 22nd Decomber, 1899,

(11.) Goulburn to Crookwell Ruailway Bill:—

BEAUCHAMP, AMessege No, 11,
Governor,

A Bill, intituled ¢ An def fo sanction the construction of « line of vailway from Goulburn to
Crookwell, provided that before commencing the said work certain land required is contfracted to be
eonveyed to the Orown ; to amend the provisions of the Public Works det of 1888, so far as they
relate to the Constructing Authority to make and maintain fences alony the said line of railway; to
authorisc the construction of the said line on public roads; and for olher purposes”—as Dually
passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor for the
loyal Assent, His Exvellency has, in tlhe name of Her Majesty, asseuted to the said Bill, and lLas
this day transmitted it to the Tegislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper
(flicer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 22nd Decomber, 1859, ’ (12.)
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12)) Treasury Indemnity Bill :—
¥y ¥
BEATUCHAMY, Meesage Np, 12,

Gorernor.

A Bill, ¢ dn Adet fo indemnify the Colonial Treasurer, the Qfficers of the Treasury, and other
persons, tn vespect of certain wnauihorised withdrawels and payments from the Public Accounts of
the Coloninl Treasurer in the Banks leeping such Accounts"—ae fivally passed by the Legisiative
Council and Assembly, having been presented fo the Governor fer the Royal Assent, His Excel-
lency has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Biil, and has this day transmitted it to
the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the
manner required by law,

Government House,
Sydney, 22nd December, 1899.

(13.) Loan Acecount (Transfer) Bill . —
BEAUCITAMP, _ Message No., 13.

Governor. .

- A Bill, intituled © 4 Act fo authorize the lcan of monecy from the Trust Fund and the
Consolidated Revenwe Fund end the Bunk keeping the Government account fo the General Loan
Account, end to provide for the application and repayment of such money ; 10 nmend section serenteen
of the Audit det, 1898 ; {o indemuify the Lreasurer and olker officers and persons in respect of
errtain drawings and payments from the General Loan Account made withont the warvant of the
Gorvernor ; end for purpoces consequent on oy incidental to those oljects,”~—nas finally passed by the
Legislative Couneil and Assembly. having been presented to the Governor fur the Royal Assent,
Ilis Bxeellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, nssented to the said 13ill, and has this day trans-
witted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered sod forwarded te the proper Ofticer for
carolment, in the manner required by Jaw.

Qovernment House,
Svdney, 22nd December, 1509,

(14.) Treasury Bills Bill :~

BEAUCHAMDP, Message No, 14,
Governor.

A Bill, intituled “ An Act to0 authorise the issue of Treasury Bills,"—as finally passed by
1he Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presenfed to the Governor for the Royal
Asgent, His Excelleney has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this
day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Oflicer
for enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 222d December, 1899,
(15.) Probate Duties (Amendment} Bill.(—
BEAUCHAMP, Message No. 15,
Governor.

A Bill, intituled © dn Act fo impose ceriain prolate and ofher dufies, and to amend the Stamp
Duties Act, 1598,"—as finaliy passed by the Legislative Couneil and Assembly, having been
presented to the GGovernor for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty,
nsgented to the said Bill, aod has this day transmitied it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered
and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Government House,
Sydrey, 22nd December, 1899,

(16.) Gold and Mineral Dredging Bill :—
BEATUCHAMT, Message Na. 16.

Gonernor. :

A Bill, intituled * An Act fo regulate mining for gold and other minerals ly dredging,
pumping, sluieing, or ather method, in the beds of rivers and lakes, under tidal or standing waters,
under the ocean contiguous fo the coast line, and in, on, and wnder any lund coniiguous fo the
nforesaid places ; and for purposes consequent on or incidental to those objects,’—as finally passed by
the Legislative Conneil and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor for the Rayal Assent,
His Exeelleney has, in the name of Her Majesty, nsseiited {o the said Bill, and has this day
transmitted il to the Legislative Council, to be numbercd and {forwarded to the proper Officer for
enrolment, in the manncr required by law,

Government 1louse,
Sydney, 22nd December, 1899,
(17.) Wellington Preshyterian Church Lands Bill.—
BIEATCHAMP, - Mezsnge No. 17,
Governor.

A Bill, intituled “ An Aet to cencel the apprepriation of corlain land in the town of
Wellington, to divest the Minister of Pullic Inetiuction of his estole in the caid land, o
dedicate the said land as a site for « Preshyterian Church and Alanse, and fo authorize certain
dealings with the same,"—as finally passed by the Legislative Couneil and Asscmbly, having been
presented to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His Escellency hus, in the name of Her Majesty,
assented to the raid Bill. and hax this day transmitted it to the Lepisiative Council, 1o be numbered
and forwarded to the proper Cfficer for enrolment, in {he manger required by Iaw.

Gorerament House, .
Syduey, 23nd December, 1809, (18}



VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
1247 June, 1900,

(18) Companies Bill :—
BEAUCHAMP, Meccuge No. 18,

Governor.

A Bill, intituled “dn Aded for consolidating enactments relating to Companies,”—as finally
pagsed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor for the
Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has
this day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper
Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law,

Government House,
Sydney, 22nd December, 1899,

(19.) Infants Custady and Settlements Bill :—

BEAUCITAMP, Meroage No. 19
(rovernor.

A Bill, intituled * An Aect to consolidate the lnw relating to the custody of infunts and
the sottlement of the property of infunts’—as finally passed by the Legislative Council and
Assembly, having been presented to the Governor for the Roval Assent, His Excellency has, in
the namme of Her Majesty, assented to the satd Bill, and bas thie day transmitted it to the Legis-
lative Council, Lo be numbered and forwarded fo the proper officer for enrolment, in the manner
required by law,

Government House,
Sydney, 22nd December, 1809,

{(20.) Justices (Fines) Bill :—

BEAUCHAMP, Message No. 20,
Governor.

A Bill, intituled “ dn Aet to make belter provision for the payment and recovéry of moneys
adjudged by Justices of the Peace fo be paid, and with regard to imprisonment awarded by such
Justices,"'—nw finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the
Grovernor for the Royal Assent, His Xixcellency has, in the name of Her Mujeaty, assented to the
said Bill, and has this day tranzmitied 16 to the Legislative Council, to bo numbered and forwarded
to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law,

Grovernment Howuse,
Sydney, 20k December, 1899,

(21.) Campbelliown Municipal Epabling Bill: —

BEAUCHAWP, . Message No. 21,
Glovernor,

A Bill, intituled * An Act to make provision for the election of a Mayor of the Municipality
of Camplelltpiwn, —as finally passed by the Legislative Couneil and Assembly, having been
presented to the Governor for the Royal Assent, Ilis Excellency has, in the nume of Her Majesty,
asgented to the said Bill, and has this doy teansmitted it to the Legislative Counil; to le numbered
and forwarded to the proper Officer for curolinent, in the manner required by law,

Glovernment House,
Sydney, 22d December, 1399.

(22.) Bright’s Bstate Leasing Bill :—
BEATUCITAMP, Afessnge No. 22,
Governor,

A Bill, intituled * dn Act fo enable William Jokn Wiseman and William Robson, or other
the trustecs or trustee for the time boing of the will of the late John Bright, 1o grant building and
tmproving leases of certain lands devised by the said will, and to make roads, strcets, and ways over
and upen the said lands ; and for other purposes connected therewith,”—as finally passed by the
Legistative Council and Assembly, having Deen presented 1o the Governor for the Royal Assent,
Iis Excellency has, in the name of Hor Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day teans-

 mitied 1t to the Legislative Council, v be forwarded to the proper Oflicer for enrolment, in the
manner required by law. .
Government House, -
Sydney, 20th December, 1899,

(23.) Capertee Tramway Bill :—

BEATCHAMP, - Mezsage No. 23.
Governor.

A Bill intituled “ An Act to authorise John Lang, of Syduey, in the Colony of New South
Wales, merchant, his heirs, execuiors, administrators, and assigns, or any company duly registered
Jor that purpose by cgreement with the said Jokn Lang, hic executors, administrators, or assigns, to
construct and mainiain a Tramway from a point near the north-east corner of lease number frwenty,
in the parish of Ginduntherie, county of Cool, fo the Mudyce Ruilwny ; and {0 use stcam or other
motive power vpon the said Tramiwcay, and to carry passengers, goods, live stock, ore, and other things
veer the said Lramway, for kire, for the public generally’—as finally passed by the Legislative
Council and Assembly, having been presenied to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His Excellency
nag, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the
Legislative Counetl, to bo forwarded to the proper Officer for (.'nrehncnti it the manner required
by law. .

Government Iouse, '
Sydnry, 39tk December, 1899, - (24)
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(24.) Tisher Trusts Declaratory Bill :—

BEAUCHAMP, - Messuge No. 24,
Governor.

A Bill, intituled * An Aet fo declare the trusts of certain properiy passing under the will
' of William Charles Wentworth, late of Faucluse, near Sydney, in the Colony of New South Wales,
: Eeguire, decensed, in trust for e daughter Thomasine Cox Kisher, her husband and children,”—
as Hinally passed by the Ticgistative Councll and Assembly, having been presented to ihe Governor
for the Roval Assent, His Excellepey has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the sald Bill,
and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be forwarded to the proper Officer

for enrolment, in the manner requived by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 29th December, 1880,

5. Navicarior (AmExoaest) Bron:—Mr. Speaker acquainted the Fouse that during the recess he
had received the following Message from His Excellency the Governor :—

BEAUCHAMP, - Message No. 25.

Governor.

A Bil, intituled ** dn Aet to abolish the Marine Board; fo constitute o Department of Navi-
gation and Courts of Marine Inguiry, and fo define the powers and duties of suck Department and
Courts ; 1o amend the Navigation Acts of 18711896 in other respects; and for purpoyes ineidental
te or consequent upon those objects,”—as lnally passed by the Legislative Council and the Legisla-
tive Assembly, was presented wo the Governor for the Royal Assent.

Acting upon the adviee tendered to him by the Honorable the Attorney-Greneral, the
Grovernor, on the Sth day of December, 1599, reserved this Measure for the signification of Her
Majesty's pleasure thereon.

The Governor was therenpon invited by his Responsible Advisers to exercise the powers
vested in him, under the Royal Instractions, and assent to the Bill as o matter of urgency.

The Governor having satisfied himself that an urgent necessity existed for the bringing of
this Bill into immediate operation, and having been informed by Her Majesty's Sccretary of State
for the Colonies that the Board of Trade did not consider the Measure was repugnant to the
provigions of Section 736 of the Merchant Shipping Act of 1894, the Governor has, in the nane
of Her Majesty, assented to the said 13ll, and has this day transwnitted it to the Legislative
Couneil, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Oficer for enrolment, in the manner required
by law. '
Government House,

Sydney, 17tk March, 1900,

6. Mrsssoe From His Excerurxey rug Goverson :—The Usher of the Black Rod being andmitted,
delivered the following Meseage :— .
“* Mg, SPEAKER,—

“ Tt i tho pleasure of the Governor that this Honorable ouse do attend His Excellency
“ immediately in t{lﬂ Legislative Couneil Chamber.”

‘The House went,—and being returned, adjourned, on motion of Sir William Lyne, at twenty-eight
minutes past Twelve o'clock, until Four o’clock This Day.

The House resumed, pursuant to adjournment.

7. Erecrorarr oF Uranca—Warcaas :—Mr. Speaker informed the ILouse that the 'Writ issued by him
during the recess for the clection of a Member to serve in the Legislative Assembly for the
Electoral Distriet of Uralla-Waleha had been duly returned, with a certilicate endorsed thereon by
the Returning Officer, of the election of William Henry Burgess Piddingten, Esquire, to serve as
such Member.

"8. Mexper Swory:—William Henry Burgess Piddington, Fsquire, having taken and subscribed the
’ Oath of Allegiance, and signed the Roll of the House, took his seat as Member for the Electoral
District of Uralla-Walcha.

9. Diseatcm oF New Sowrn Warks Troors £o Sovrn Arrica:—DMr. Speaker read to the House
the following letter :—
Sir, Grovernment House, Svdney, 12th June, 1900.

I have the honor, by direction of His Excelleney the Governor, to transmit to you the sub-
joined copy of a telegraphic despatch whieh has been received from the Secretary of State for the
Colonies :—

. “ I desire you will convey to the Legislature of the Colony under your Government when
“ it reassembles the grateful thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for the generons assistance and
“ gupport afforded by New South Wales in connection with the war. The action of the Coloniea
“ hag shown to the world that the whole Force of the Empire is available for the maintenance of
* British interests, has produced a lasting impression in this Country, and inaugurates a new era in
“ their relations with the Mother Country, New South Wales and the othor Colonies have reason
“ to be proud of the part taken by their froops in the success already achieved.”
‘ His Excelleney will be glad if you will take an opportunity of conveying this Message to
the Members of the Legislative Assembly.

1 have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
The Honerable the Speaker of the WILFRID ABEL SMITH,
Togislative Assembly, 7 Captain, Private Secretary.

10.
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10. PanntaMesTArY Stawpine CoMMITTEE o PubrLic Woaks: —Mr. Dick, in aceordanece with the
" provisions of the Public Works Act, laid upon the Table,—

(1.) Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendix, and Plan, relating to the proposed
Railway from Gundaga to Tumut. '
(2.) Report, together with Minutes of Rvideneo, Appendix, and Plan, relating to the proposed
(Hlebe Island Improvements.
(3.) Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan, relating to the proposed Wharfuge,
‘Woolleomooloo Bay. .
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

11. PapERS :—
Mr. Fegan laid upen the Table,—

{1.) Proclamations and Regulations under the Imported Stock Acis 1871-1896 respeeting  Tick
Tever or Texas Fever.”
(2.} Proclamation under the 1}iscases in Sheep Act of 1866,
{3.) Proclamation under the Diseases in Sheep Act of 1866 respecting the introduetion of Sheep
from Victoria.
{4.) Proclamation unler the Vegetation Diseases Act, 1807, prohibiling the introduction of any
plant from certain portions of Yictoria.
{5.) Proelamation under the Vegetation Discases Act, 1897, deciaring Phylloxera Vastalriz to be
a discase.
(6.} Proclamation under the Diseases in Sheep Act of 1886, notifying the alteration in the
boundaries of the Sheep LHstricts of Broules, Cooma, Moree, Walgett, and Warialda,
{7.) Regulations under the Glold and Mineral Dredging Act, 1849,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Sir Willtam Lyne laid upon the Table,—Interim Report by Messrs. T. A. Dibbs, J. Russell: French,
and ¥. N. Yarwood, the Committce appointed by the Government to inquire into the Public
Accounts.

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

12. Onpwavce Taxns Travsrer B —S8ic William Lyne presented a Bill, intituled “d Bill for
confirming the transfer do the Sccretary at War in England from the Principel Qfficers of
Ordnance there of certain lands in New South Walss, and for amending the Ordnance Land
Act of Council, 1840,”-—which was read a first time pro formd.

13. Tux Goverxon's Oepwrng Sereen:—Mr, Speaker reported that the House had this day attended
the Governor in the Legislative Couneil Chamber, when His Excellency was pleased- to deliver an
Opening Speech to both Houses of Parliainent, of which, for greater accuracy, he had obtained a
copy,—which he read to the Touse as follows :—

Hoxourasre GENPLEMEY or 1HE Leerstarve Corscin, axp
GENTLEMENY OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

The grave and unexpected responsibilities cast upon my Advisers singe the prorogation
of Parliament have caused unavoidable delay in assembling you for the despatch of business.

2. T have remarked with deep satisfaction that a spontaneous.recognition of that underlying
unity of sentimnent and interests, which connects the British Empire, prompted the offer of lacal
troops to take their part with other Soldiera of the Queen in maintaining the supremacy ot Great
Britain upon the Continent of Africa.

The Governinent, relying on the hearly support of Parliament, despatehed to South Africa
three contingents of troops: Tho voluntary contributions of private citizens almost entirely
provided for another: In addition, a Contingent of Imperial Bushmen was formed and sent at the
request of the Imperial Government.

1t is profoundly gratifying te observe that the Australian soldiers have won distinetion in
the field and shown a courage and devotion to duty which has carncd the especial praisc of Field-
Marshal Lord Roberts and other Commanding Officers.

3. By means of prompt and energetic mensures the ravages of a dread disease, which at one
{ime threatened to gain a foothold in our wmidst, have, under Grod’s providenee, been stayed.

This emergency required Lhe exercise of the exceptional and latent powers vested by onr
Canstitution in the Executive (Government; but yoo will be invited at an early date to affirm your
approval of the steps which have boen faken,

Tou will also bo invited to eonsider measures for preventing such outhreaks for the fuinre,
Iy amending the Public Health Act and providing for the better government of the City of Sydney,

4. Tu the interest of the public health it became necessary for the Government to take
possession of o large arven of water-frontages ncar Sussex-street. In order to carry oub the
necessary operations in this area promptly, effectively, and to the greatest public ndvantage, I
irgned a Proclamation under the Lands for Public Purposes Resumption Act, vesting this and
other adjoining lands in the Crown. By this means n long-desired opportunity is given for
improving the shipping fucilitics of the Port, and establishing a uniform systémn of wharfage under
the control of the Government. You will be invited at an carly date to give your approval to a
measure giving full offect to the Proclamation referred to, nud providing for the acquisition of
such other lands as may be necessary for the prefitable user of the resumed area, and the
reconstruction of the adjacent portion of the City. :

5. I congratulite you upon the mear prospoet of the establishment of the Australian
Commonwealth, whieh will, T trust, prove to be the opening of a lnrger national life to all these
Colenies, and add a new element of strength to the British Impire.

Tmmediate provision must be made for the election of members 1o both Houses of the
Commonwealth Parliament. A Rloynl Commission has been appointed to suggest the necessary
divisions of the State for eloctoral purposes, and its report will shortly be submitted for your
consideration with a view to logislation, , G.
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6. A measure {o prevent and mitigate the disastrous consequences of labour disputes by the
constitution of a Court for conducting and determining arbitrations about industrial maiters, which
whall have power to enforce its erders, will be immediately introduced and pressed forward in the
hope of its becoming law betfore the close of the Scesion.

7. A Bill for establishing a Harbour Trust for the City of Sydney will be one of the first
measnres submitied for your consideration,

8. The working of the Barly Closing Act—n measure which my Advisers believe has already
produced most beneficial consequenees—has disclosed certain diflienlties of . administration which
will require an amendment of the law,  Other Bills dealing with the hours and conditions of labour
will also be proceeded with. ' -

9, Impartant proposals will be submitied to you dealing with municipalities, which will extend
the powers of local authorities, provide for the guarantee by the State of municipal loans, permit—
as an alternative method of rating to be used at the option of a municipality—the levying of rates
upon the nnimproved valuw of land, and remedy serious defects in the existing law.

10. Bills will also be introduced to amend and consolidate the existing Mining Laws, to
provide for the safe working of metalliferous mines, and 1o make provision againgt accidents to
miners by a better system of inspection and the establishment of a relief fund in the case of
disablement or death,

11, Recent events have demonstrated the neeessity of putting the Volunteer Forces of the
Colony upon a better footing, and you will be invited to consider a measure for this purpose.

12. The subject of Old Age Pensions has received much sttention from my Advisers, and
a scheme to provide for them will be submitted for your consideration.

13. A Commission has been appointed to deal with the problem of the unemployed in
a systematic and comprehensive manner. By means of this machinery my Advisers hope that they
will be able to relieve the chronic pressure on the labour market of temporarily idle persons who
desire to work, and at the same time avoid the dangers of indiscriminate relief.

14. Although it will be many years before the present leases in the Western Districts will
terminate, my Advisers feel that legislation will be required to relieve the present tenanis of
pressing difficulties, and prevent the abandonment of Jarge areas of land. Accordingly, with a
view to collect and diffuse information upon this subject and in order to facilitate the passage of
remedial legislation, a Commission of Inquiry has been appointed to collect evidence upon the
condition and prospeets of the Western Districls, ‘

Leases containing Jarge areas in the Central Division are now terminating, and during this
vear upwards of 250 leases will have reverted to the Crown. The disposal of these lande will be
principally a matter of administeation ; but, in order to give effect to such adminietration, a Bill
will be neceszary, which will be shortly submitted for your consideration.

A Bill providing for the acquisition of lJand for Closer Settlement will also be submitted.

15. Tn view of the fact that other Colenies, with which this Colony will be brought inte
palitical connection after the establishment of the Comnionwealth, have a system of representation
which is based upon adult suffrage, you will be asked to consider the expediency of establishing our
electoral systein on a similar basis.

GEFTLEMEN OF TOE LEGISLATIVE ASSEARLY,—

The Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure will be prepared with the utmost regard to
economy which is compatible with the efficieacy of the Public Service.

I am gratified to be able to announce to you that the public revenue shows a steady increase,
and that the commercial prospects of the Colony are full of hope and encouragement.

Hoxourarie Gexrremin or e LEdrsnarive Couwrcin, AND
GENTLEMEN Or THE LEGISTATIVE ASSEMDLY,— ,

Ag soon a3 the exigencies of other public business permit, your will be invited to sanetion
various publie works, which, while opening new ficlds of employment, will tend to develop the
resources of our country Iands and furnish new facilities for trade and intercourse. Among these
will be a scheme of Water Conservation and proposals for light Railways and Artesian Wells,

You will also be asked to deliberate upon various other proposals for legislation, including
Bills to give greater powers fo the Fire Brigades Board, to improve the administration of justice,
to amend the Public Service Act, to provide for the proper accommodation for shearers, to regulate
street fraffic, and other measures to advance the public welfare.

I now leave you to your Legislative duties with the fervent prayer that the Almighty may
at all times direct your patriotic cfforts to the preservation of the honour of the country and the
happiness of the people.

Mr. I Clarke then moved, and Mr. Carrall seconded the motion,—

(1) That a Select Committee be appointed to prepare an Address-in-Reply to the Speech delivered
by His Excellency the Gtovernor on opening this Session of the Parliament of New South Wales,
(2) That such Committee consist of Mr. T. H. Griffith, Mr. Sprason, Mr. Price, Mz, Goodwin,
My, Alexander Campbell, Mr. Byrne, Mr. E. M. Clark, and the Mover.

Question put and passed. .

And the Committee retired to prepare the Address,—

And Mr. Clarke having brought np the Address prepared by the Committee, the same was read by
the Clerk, by direction of Mr. Speaker, as follows:— ’

Lo Iis Lxcellency the Right Ilonorable Wrrtiaw, Eant Bravensxe, Knight Commander of the
Most Distinguished Order of Suint Mickael and Suint George, Governor and Commander-in-
Chicf of the Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies.

Max 17 PLEsASE Your Excennescy,—

We, Her Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects, the Members of the Legislative Assembly
of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled, desire to express our thanks for your Excelloncy’s
Speoch, and to assure you of our unfeigned attachment to Her Most Gracious Majesty’s. Throne
and Person. We
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We desire to assure Your Excellency that the various measures indicated in Your
Excellency’s Speech shall receive our carnest consideration, and the necessary provision for the
Publie Serviee vhll bo made in due course.

We join Your Excellency in the hope that, under Divine Providence, our endeavours may
be guided to tho enduring benefit of the Colony.

Mr. Clarke then moved, and Mr. 1'. H. Grli‘ﬁth seconded tle motion, That the Address- 1n-Repl_)'
to the Governor's Opemnﬂ Speech, as read by the Clerk, be now adoptcd by this House.

Mr. Reid moved, That this Debate be now .'Lc[]ourned

Debate ensued.

Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Debate be adjourned untll To-morrow, and (with . the wnenimous concurrence
af the Eouse) take precedence of other business.

14. IxrrypEp RETREMENT OF Me. SrEakkn:—Mr. Speaker (the Honorable Sir Joseph Palmer Abbott,
K.CM.G.) addressed the House, as follows :—
. Before the House enters upon the discharge of the important duties for which it has met,
" I would desire to say a fow words. Iam plensed that I am once again permitted to address the
House, and to state my reasons for desiring to vacate the Chair. It is now nearly ten years since
the choice of this House fell upon me as their Speaker. T accepted the position with trepidation,
for I, at least, however generous the House was, knew well my own shortcomings, and that I
was not possessed of many of those qualities which are requxred to make a S])C"lk(:l‘, and which
induce the House to respect him as its head ; but T entered upon the duties of the office doter-
mined to maintain at all cost the dignity and honor of the posifion to which the Touse had called
me.” How far I have succeeded it 1s not for me to sny. Tam content to be judped by my work
and by my efforte. I have been chosen Speaker of this House five #imes, being oftoner than any
other Speaker since we have had in the Colony responsible Government; and I have held the office
for ten years, being & period much longer than that of any other Speaker. Duriog my term of
oflice 1 can lay claim to the fact that the Ilouse hos adopted a code of rules which, I' think, have
proved to be of immense benefit to the Hause, T hope the House will not suspect me of deserting
my post or of shunning labour which it would be possible for me to perform. I have been happy
and contented in the Service for o number of years, and I shall Jeave the Chair with regret. The
honor of serving as Speaker of this Houvse, the great pleasure of friendly intercourse with its
Members, and the share which T have held in helping to work out the destimies of this my native
Colony, has been an nmple reward to me.
The work of the House during tho lnst fow years has beem very great, and the comsiant
strain produced by that Jabour, mentally and physically, upon me has been such that, strong as I
wag, 1 have failed to bear i6. Although, thanks to the generosity of Honorable Members, and
above all to my friend, Mr. McCourt, the Chairman of Committees, T have heen able to take
much-needed rest, which has done a great deal to restore my health, I feel that I dare not continue
in the office of Speaker, as ot the best I could not give the House good service; and rather than
that, T am sure it is more becoming for me to retire. 'With regard to the Clerk of the Assembly,
Mr. F. W, Webb, CM.G., I cannot relinquish my post without expressing to him and to
Mr. Arnold, the Clerk-Assistant, with Mr. Robertson, the Sceond Clerk-Assistant, my great obliga-
tions to them at all times for their services rendered {0 me freely and with good will, T will not
add more; I will only offer a fervent prayer that the Members may at all times show to those who
sent them here their carnest desire to carry out the great trust reposed in them,

Sir William Liyne, Mr. Reid, and other Honorable Members then complimented M. Speaker on

his past services, and e\ploused their great regret at his refirement, and Mr. Speaker made hig
achnowledgments.

15. Sprcrar Amsournmest:—Sir Willlam Lyne (by eonsent) moved, without Notice, That this House,
at its rising this day, do adjourn until To-morrow nt half-past Eleven o’clock.
Question put and passad.

16. Apsovzymast:—Eir William Lync moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued. _
Question put and passed. .

The House adjourned accordingly, at a quarter past Seven o’cloek, until To-morrow at half-past
Eleven o’clock.
F. W. WIBB, ) J. P, ABBOTT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker,
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FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIiGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

WEDNESDATY, 13 JUNE, 1900.

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment,

Vacawey oF vHE SPEAXERSEID :—The Clerk announced that he had received the {ollowing letter
from Mr. Speaker :—
“ My dear Mr. Webb, ' Speaker’s Room, Sydney, 13th June, 1900.
“Will you kindly announce to the House my resignation of the office of Speaker of the
* Logislative Assembly. .
“I desire in tendering my resignation to tender to yourself and the Staff of the House my
“ warmest thanks for the admirable manner in which you and they have, at 2ll times, helped me to
* earry out the duties of my office ; from each of you I have, af all times, had the most cordial and
“ Joyal support. Without your experienced aid I do not know what a2 Speaker could do.
: “ Xours stncercly,
“J. P. ABBOTT.
“ F. W. Webb, Esquire, C.M.G., Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, Syduney.”

2. Errcrion oF SPuaxer:—Sir William Lyne, addressing himself to the Clerk (who, standing up,
Fointed to him, and then sat down), acquainted the House that His Excellency the Governor,
aving been informed of the resignation by the Honorable Sir Joseph Palmer Abbott, K.C.M.G.,
of the oflice of Speuker of this House, gives leave to the House to proceed forthwith to the cheice
of a new Speaker. . ' :
Mr. Henry Clarke then (addressing himself in like manner to the Clerk) proposed to the Honse for
their Speaker Willinm MeCourt, Esquire, and moved, * That William McCourt, Esquire, do take
“ the Chair of this House as Speaker,” which motion was seconded by Mr. McLean.
The House then callmg Mr. McCourt to the Chair, ho stood up in his place and expressed the
sﬁns% he entertained of the honor proposed to be conferred upon him, and submitted himself to
the Houase,

The House then again unanimously calling Mr. McCourt to the Chair, he was taken out of his
plage by Mr. Clarke and Mr. McLean, and conducted to the Chair, where, standing on the upper
step, he returned his acknowledgments to the House for the great honor they had been pleased to
confer upon him, and then tools his seat,

Whereupon Sir William Lyne, Mr. Reid, and other Honorable Members congratulated Mr. Speaker.
Sir William Lyne aequainted the House that he had aseertained from the Governor that His
Excellency would be pleased to receive their Speaker at Government House at four o'clock to-day.

The House adjourned, on motion of 8ir William Lyne, at a quarter past Twelve o'clock, until half-
past Three o’clock This Day.

The House resumed, pursuant to adjournment.

3. Presexrarios oF Spraxer:—The House proceeded to Government House to present their Speaker
to His Bxcellency the Governor,—
And having returned, Mr. Speaker reported that the Assembly hnd been to Gevernment House,
where he informed His Fixeellency the Governor that the office of Speaker having become vacant
by reason of the resignation of Sir Joseph Palmer Abbott, K.C.M.G., the Assembly, in accordance
with their undoubted rights and privileges, had proceeded to clect a Speaker, and as the object
of their choice he presented himself to His Excellency for approval; wEereupon His Bxeellency
was pleaged to approve of him as Speaker, and to offer him his congratulations. '
Mr. Spealier then repeated his grateful thanks for the high honor the House bad been pleased to
confer upon him, .

4.
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4. T.irer:—Mr. Speaker laid upon the ;l‘able,—A copy of the Colonial Treasurer's Statement of the

5,

Receipts and Expenditure of the Consolidated Reveriue and other moneys for the year ended 30th
June, 1899, together with the Auditor-Greneral’s Tieport thereon, transmitted to the Legistative
Assembly under the provisions of the Andit Act of 1870.

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

SpEAKKER'S COMAMISSION TO ADMINISTER tHE OQarH 0F ALnEciasce:—Mr. Speaker reported that

His Excellency the Governor had been pleased to jssue a Commission, under the Neal of the
Colony, empowering him to administer the Oath or Aflirmation of Allegiance to such Members as
may hercafter present themselves to besworn,—which Commission was read at length by the Clerk,
as follows :—

“ By His Excellency the Right Honorable Writniay, Earr Bravcwame, Knight Commander of
“ ghe Most Distinguishod Order of Saint Mickael and Saint George, « Governor and
“ Qommander-in-Okief of the Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies.

% To all to whom these presents shall come,—
* Greeting :

“ Ix pursuance of the authority in me vested in that behalf, I, Wrnrian, Eanr Bravcrmame, as
“ Governor of the Colony of New South Wales, do hereby anthorise the Honorable William
« McCourt, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the =aid Colony, to administer from time to
“ time, 23 occasion may require, to any dember of the said Assembly, to whom the same shall not
“ have been previously administered, the Onth or Affirmation of Allegiance to Her Majesty the
“ Queen, required by law to be taken or made and subscribed by every such Membor before he
“ ghall be permitted to sit or vote in the said Logislative Assembly.”
“ @iven under my Hand and the Seal of the Colony, at Government House, Sydney, in New
“ Bouth 'Wales aforesaid, this thirteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord one
“ thousand nine hundred, and in the sixty-third year of the Reign of Her Majesty Queen
' Victoria.
“ BEAUCHAMP,
“ By Iis Excellency's Oommand,

“ JOHN SEE.”

6. Messacrs TroM e LmoisnaTive CouNcin:—Mr. Speaker reported the following Messages from

the Legislative Council,—

(L) Companies Acts Amendment Bill:—

Mzn. SPEAKER,—

A Bill, intituled * An Aet to amend the Companies Act: of 1874 and 1888,”"—forwarded to
the Logislativo Assembly during a previous Session of the present Parliament, not having been
finally dealt with becanse of the prorogation of the Legislature, the Tegislative Council requests
that the said Bill be proceeded with under the Assembly’s Standing Order in that behalf.
Legislative Council Chamber, JOHN LACKEY,

' Sydney, 18tk June, 1300, President.
And thé 296th Standing Order of the House permitting of the restoration of the RBill to the
stage it had reached at the close of a previous Session,—

Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time To-morrow.

(2.) Inebriates Bill :—

Mzg. SPEAKER,— '

A Bill, intituled * An Act to provide for the care, control, and treatment of Tnebriates and
Sfor purposes incidental fo the aborementioned oljects”—forwarded to the Legislative Assembly

during a previous Session of the present Parliament, not having beén finally dealt with because of -

the. prorogation of the Legislature, the Legislative Council requests that the said Bill be proceeded
with under the Assembly’s Standing Order in that behalf,

Legislative Council Chamber, JOUN LA CKEY,
Sydney, 18¢h June, 1900. Tresident.

And the 296th Standing Order of the House permitting of the restoration of the Bill to the stage
it: had roached at the close of a previous Session,—

 Ordered, that the Bill be read a sceond time To-morrow.

7. QUESTIONS :—
(1.) Shelter for Drivers of the Electric Trams :—3r. Nobbs, for Mr. Whiddon, asked the Colonial

Teeasurer,—With the view of providing shelter for the drivers of the clectric trams from wet

weather, and at other times from a blinding dust on the various routes, will he consult with the
Railway autharitios with the view of providing such sheiter both in the interest of tho drivers and
of public safety ¥

Sir William Lyne answered,—Yes.

(2.) Moore Park Tip :—2fr. Nobbs, for Mr. Whiddon, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Referring to

the visit paid by the Premier, accompaniecd by Alderman Jessep, M.P., to what is known as the
Moore Park Tip, wheén he was reported to have said that he thought the Government might
possibly resume this place, with the view of closing if, so as to put a stop to what has for many
vears been a menace to the health of the surrounding distriets, hns the matter been further
dealt with, and is it thé intention of the Government to close this dangerous and unhenlthy place
in the interest of public health ?

Sir
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8.

Sir William I.yne answered,-—What I said was that probably the Government would use some
poriéion of land further on for an Infectious Diseases Hospital, and that the tip, which was in an
objectionable state at the time, could be made inoffensive by working on a face and covering it in
with sand.

{3.) Debenture-holders of Treasury Bills :—Mr. Law asked the Colonial Treasurer,—What iz tho
coat in excess of 3 per cent. that will have to be paid by the State to debenture-holders of the
£500,000 worth of L'reasury Bille issued in May last?

Sir William Lyne answered,—The coat in excess of 3 per cent. that will have to be paid to holders
of £500,000 worth of Treasury Bills issued in May last—that is, the difference between 3 per cent,
and 3% per cent.—is, per annum, £2,500. 1t may be pointed out, however, that the Bills were sold
at 5s. 4d. premium, netting 2s. 11d. premium. The gross proceeds were £501,343 Ta. 6d.; less
brokerage, £604 15s. ; net proceeds, £500,740 12s. 6d.

(4.} Glebe Island Abattoirs :—Mer. Law asked the Colonial Treasurer,— _
(1.) What was the total amount of revenue received from the Glebe Tsland Abattoirs for each of
the years 1897, 1898, and 1899 7
(2.) Iow much has been received to date for the current year?
(3.) What has been the total expenses in connection with the Abattoirs for cach of the years
1897, 1898, and 13997 :
(4.) What have becn the expenses to date for the present year?

Sir Willian Lyne answered,—

(1.) 1897—#£9,459 7s. 2d.; 1898—£9,524 2s. 1d.; 1899—£9,852 8s. 1d.
(2.) £4,274 18s. 6d. (lst January to 31st May, 1900).

(3.) 1897—£6,9981 18x. 1d.; 1898—£6,879 14s. 2d.; 1809—£7,421 13+ 2d.
(4.) £3,376 bs. 1d.

(5.) Road from Flyer's Creck to Carcoar : —Mr. Waddell asked the Secrstary for Pullic Works,—
(1.) What was the sum set apart for improving the Flyer’s Creek to Carcoar road for the year
commencing July, 1899 °?

(2.} How much of this sum has been expended on this road ?
(8.} Why has the balance not been expended ¥

Me, O'Sullivan answered,—
(1} £183 6s. 8d.
(2and 8.) The expenditure exceeds tho aboveamount by £16 13s. 4d. ; therefore, there iano balance.

(6.) Extension of the Early Closing Act:—Mr. Waddell asked the Secretary for Publie
Instruction,—When will the provisions of the Early Closing Act be extended to Mount McDonald
and other unincorporated towns In eonnection with which applications for the extensions of the
Act have been made ?

Mz. Perry answered,—The provisions of the Early Closing Act will be extended to incorporated
areas as soon as practicable after the Amending Bill bas become law.

(7.) Jncrements to Officera of the Public Service :—Mr. Brunker asked the Aftorney-General,—
What is the cause of delay in payment to officers of the Fublic Service, who, in pursuance of the
terms of Regulations established by the Public Service Board, berame entitled to increments to
their galaries during the past year?

My. Wood answered,—The cases of all the officers in regard to whom there was no question as to
iheir receiving the increment of galary provided under the Regulations, have already been dealt
with by the Public Service Board, and the names of such officers have been gazetted. The Board
are now considering the appeals from officers in whose cases the increment has not yet been granted.

(8.) Hunter River Flood Mitigation :—Mr. Brunker asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.) Has the subject of TTunter River flood mitigation received the consideration of the Govern-
ment during tlhe recesa ? .
(2.) Ts it intended to earry out the promise made by the Honorable the Premier 2nd the Minister
for Public Works on the 24th October, 1899, to refer the question io tho Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Public Works for inquiry and report ?
(3.) When is it likely the suggested refercnes will be made ?

Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—This matter has leen brought under my natice several times. T have
in my hand a letter sent by the Honorable Member for West Maitland, the Honorable Member
for Gloucester, and the Idonorable Member for Durham, asking me on the 12th February to
proceed with this scheme, The Honorable Member for East Maitland has also been scveral times
inquiring about it, and I now desire fo say that I intend to submit this Scssion a complete and
satisfactory scheme for mitigating the floods in the Hunter River.

{9.) Amendment of the Mining on Private Lande Act:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick aslked the

Secretary for Mines,—Will he during the present Session introduce a Bill to amend the law relating
to mining on private property, so as to admit of other minerals than those specified in the Prineipal
Act being mined for ?

Mr. Fegan answered,—Yes. '

Yass Rowaw Carmorrc Cniurcy Trustres BEvisnive Biil:—
(1) Mr. Affleck presented a Petition from the Very Reverend Pairick O'Keefe, representing that

the Yass Roman Catholic Chureh Trustees Enabling Bill, which was introduced into this House
on the 20th December, 1899, and passed through scveral stages, was interrupted by the close of
gbe Session, and praying that lenve may he given to proceed with the said Bill during ithe present
ession,— - ]

And the 409th Standing Order of this House permitting of the prayer of the Petitioner being
entertained,—

Petition received.

(2.) Ordered, that the Bill be read a sccond time To-morrow. 9.
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10.

11,

12,

13,

14,

16.

17.

Brorex Hirn Azarrorms, Margers, anp Carrie Sane-varps Bron:— Mr. Cann presented a
Petition from the Municipal Council of the Municipal District of Broken Hill, praying for leave
t6 bring in & Bill to authorise the acquisition of lands, and the establishment, erection, and main-
tenanece of Abattoirs, Markets, and Cattle Sale-vards by the Munieipality of Broken Hill, within
or in the vicinity of the Municipality of Brokeu Hill.

And Mr. Cann, baving produced the Government Gazette, and the Daily Telegraph and Barrier
Truth newspapers, containing the notices required by the 396th Standing Order,—
Petition received. *

Saywrrr's TRamway anp Evkcrric Licurixg Brrne— ‘

(1.) Mr. Cohen presented a Petition from Thomas Saywell, of Sydney, representing that Saywell’s
Tramway and %ﬂ'lectric Lighting Bill, which was introduced into this House on the 6th September,
1808, and passed through several stages, wasinterrupted by the elose of the Session; that the said
Bill was reintroduced Iast Session, and again interrupted by the close of that Session ; and praying
that leave may be given to proceed with the said Bill during the present Session.
And the 409th Standing 61-(1@1' of this House permitiing of the prayer of the Petitioner being
entertained,— .
Petiiion received.

(2.) Ordered, that the Bill be read o second time on Tuesday, 26th June,

Lrquor Acr:—The following Petitions,—praying for the amendment of the Liquor Act so as to
provide, firstly, for a reduction of the howrs of sale in public-houses and places held by wine
licensees, and, secondly, to ensure more effective Sunday closing,—were presented by the Members
named, .(—

(1) By Mr. Morgan—From certain residents of Morgan Mills, Blasland Ridge, Freeman’s Reach,
and Wilberforce. "

(2.) By Mr. Jessep—From certain members of the Mill Hill Presbyterian Church, Waverley.
{3.) By Mr. Brunker—I'rom certain residents of East Maitland and members of Snowdrop Lodge
of Independent Order of Good Templars, mecting at East Maitland.

(4.) By Mr. Nobbs—TFrom members of the Baptist Chureh and Congregation of Granville.
(5.) By Mr. T. H. Griffith—From ccrtain residents of Albury.

(6.) By Mr. T. H. Grifith—From William Jackson, Chairman of Rudyard Kipling Lodge of
Independent Order of Good Templars, meeting at Albury.

Petitions received.

Staxrorp Coir-mMiNe Raruway Brop:—

(1) Mr. Gillies presented a Petition from Samuel Clift, of East Maitland, in the Colony of New
South Wales, Henry John Adams, of Oxford Downs, in the Colony of Queensland, and Henry
Trenchard, of Sydney, in the Colany of New South Wales aforesaid, representing that the Stanford
Coal-mine Railway. Bill, which was ‘introdnced into this House on the 24th October, 1899, and
passed through several stages, was interrupted by the close of the Session, and praying that leave
may be given to proceed with the said Bill during the present Session.
And the 409th Standing Order of this House permitting of the prayer of the Petitioner being
entertained,—
Petition received.

(2.) Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday, 26ih June,

Bustress Davs (Sessional Order— Formal Motion) :—Sir William Lyne moved, pursnant to Notice,
That it be a Sessional Order that, unless otherwise ordcred, this Jlouse shall meet for the despateh
of Business at Four o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday in each week.

Question put and passed.

Iworcrst Yusricartons Biny (Formal Motion) :— ’

(1.) Dr. Grabam moved, pursnant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to snppress
indecent advertisements and obscene publications.”

Question put and passed.

(2.) Dr. Graham then presented a Bill, intituled “4 Bill to suppress indecent advertisements and
obscene publications,”—which was vead o first time. .
Ordered to be printed, and read « second time on Tuesday, 26th June.

5. Mives Evaivexrs Houms Reeurnartony Brov (Formal Metion) - —

(1) Mr. Edden moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to regulate the
hours of labour for hoisting engineers in the Colony of New South Wales.
Question put and passed.

(29 Mr Ldden then presented a Bill, intituled .4 Bill to regulate the kours of labour for
hoisting engineers in the Colony of New South Wales,”—which was read o first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 24th July.

Racrva AssoocrsarioNn Brrw (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Gillies morved, pursuant to Notice, That leave
be given to bring in a Bill to define the rights of the people in and to the nse and occupation of
“all lands granted, dedicated, or leased to, or otherwise occupied by, companies, clubs, or
asseciations for horse-racing purposes; to provide for the establishment of a representative
tribunal to conduet all matters” affecting horse-racing; to repeal in part tho Australian Jockey
Club Act; and for other purposes.
Question put and passed.

IxterEst ox JunewmNrs AMENDMENT Brin (Formal Motion) —Mr. Garland moved, pursuant to
Notice, That the Interest on Judgments Bill, which wss introduced in the Assembly Juring last
Session, but was interrupted before its complefion by the elose of the Session, be now reintroduced
ab the stage it had reached at the time of sueh interruption. ‘
Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday, 10th July. - 18,
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18. Carrrar PuxisAMEST AmonirroN Biurn (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Haynes moved, pursuant to
Notice, That the Capital Punishment Abolition Bill, whieh was introduced in the Assembly
during last Session, but was interrupted before its completion by the close of the Session, be
now reintroduced at the stago it had reached at the time of such interruption.

Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the ]Bill be read & second time To-morrow,

19. SEamey Acr AMENDMENT Biin (Formal Motion) :—DMr. Samuel Smith moved, pursnant to Notice,
That this House will, to-morrow, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the
expediency of bringing in a Bill to amend the Seamen Act of 1898,

Question put and passed, .

20. Mepicarn Buw, (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Price moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to
- bring in o Bill for the registration of medical practitioners, the restriction of unqualified
. persona from practising, and to amend such other statutes as may be inconsistent therewith.

" Question put and passed.

21. Tiep Houses Brin (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Watson moved, pursuant to Notice, That this House
+ will, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency of
bringing in a Bill to provide that certain covenants, agreements, conditions, provisos, and
stipulations in restraint of liberty to purchase wines, spirits, or other fermented or spirituous
liquors shall be void ; and for purposes incidentnl to or consequent on that object.
Question put and passed.

22, Muxrcreatarins Acr oF 1897 Axenpive By (Formal Motion) :-~—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick moved,
pursuant to Notice, That the Municipalities Act of 1397 Amending Bill, which was introduced in
the Assembly during last Session, but was interrupted before its completion by the close of the
Seemion, be now reintraduced at the stage it had reached at the time of such interruption.
(Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Bill be further considered in Committee of the Whole To-morrosw.

23. Deyrasrs Biny (Formal Motion) :—Dr. Graham moved, pursuant to Notice, That the Dentists Bill,
which was introduced in the Assembly during last Session, but was interrupted before its
completion by the close of the Session, be now reintroduced at the stage it had ronched at the time
of such interruption.

Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Bill be further considered in Committee of the Whole To-morrow.

24. CoaL-nuMeEry Baswers Binn (LFormal Motion) .—DMr. Samuel Smith moved, pursuant to Notice,
That the Coal-lumpers Bagkets Bill, which was introduced in the Assembly during last Session,
but was inierrupted before its completion by the close of the Session, be now reintrodueced at
the stage 1t had reached at the time of such mterruption.

Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time To-morrow.

25. Muxtcreantrres (Epecrron) Bint (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Thomas moved, pursuant to Notice,
That the Municipalities (Election) Bill, which was intraduced in the Assembly during last Session,
but was interrupted before its completion by the close of the Session, be now reintroduced at the
stage it had reached at the time of such interruption. .
Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time To-morrow.

26, Punric Works Coxvirtee Erecriox Birn (Zormal Motion) :—Mr. Watson moved, pursuant
to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to make better provision for the elcction and
appointment of Members of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on. Public Works, and for
Jpurposes consequent upon and incidental to that object.

Question put and paseed,

27. Appress or Syaparny wirn Hrs Rovarn Micuxess Tur Prince or Wates (Formal Motion) :—
Sir William Lyne moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(1.) That the following Address be now adopted by this House, namely :—

“ To His Royal Highness the Prince of Whales.

* May it please Your Royal Highness,— _

“ We, the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, tnke the
““ enrlicst opportunity to express our great indignation at the attempt which has been
“made on the life of Your Royal Highness, and to assure you of the foclings of profound
““ sympathy which pervode the minds of all ¢lasses of the community.

“ We rencw the expression of our devoted attachment to our Gracious Queen and
“ the Royal Family, and we humbly supplieate Almighty Grod to walch over the life of
“ Your Royal Highness.” '

(2.) That His Execllency the Governor be reqitested to forward the ahove Address to His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales.
Question put and passed,

28, Pairrmy:—
(1) Mr. Perry laid upon the Table,—
{1.) By-laws of the Nafional Art Gallery.
(2.) Notifications of resumptions, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, for Public School
.. purposes, at Battle Abbey, Box Vale, Cow Flat, Dumaresq, Gillenbah, Methul, Now Vale, Salt
Ash, ‘Lilba Tilba, and Trevethin.
(3.) Report of the Trustees of the National Art Gallery for the year 1899,
(4.} Report of the Trustees of the Public Library for the vear 1899, (8.)
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(5.) Amended By-laws of the University of Syduney.

{6.) By-laws of the Rookwood Free Public Library.

(7.) By-laws of the Annandale Free Public Library.

(8.) Report of the University of Sydoey for the year 1899.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

(2.) Mr. 8peaker laid upon the Table,—

(L.} Copy of a Minute of His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor and the Eseeutive Council,—

Authorising the transfer of amounts from the Voto © Auditor-General, ltem No. 12,” to supple-

ment the Vote * Treasury, Item No. 127.7

(2) Copies of Minutes of His Excellency the Governor and the Executive Couneil,-— _
(«) Authorising the transfer of an amount from the Vote ¢ Imported and introduced Stock,”
to supplement the Vote * Vine Diseases Act, &e.”
(b) Authorising the transfer of an amount from the Vote “ Dopartment of Mines, Contin-
gencies,” to supplement the Vote © School of Mines and Assay Works.™
() Authorising the transfer of an amount from the Vote “ Department of Mines, Contin-
gencies,” to supplement the Vote * Administration of the Aet for the Regulation of Coal
Mines and Collieries.
(d) Authorising the transfer of an amount from the estimated savings on Votes 1899-1900,
to supplement the Vote “ Permanont and Volunteer Military Yorees,” and cancelling the
Minute of His Excellency the Governor-in-Council authorising the transfer of a similar amount
to supplement the Vote ** Advance to Treasarer.”
(¢) Authorising the transfer of an amount from the Voto * Imnported and Introduced Stock ™
to supplement the Vota * Vine Discages Act, &e.” ‘
(F) Anthorising the treatment of items, ** No. 212, Roads and Bridges; No. 213, Harbours
and Rivers and Dredge Service; No.214, Goveroment Architect; and No. 215, Miscellaneous,
of 1899-1900 Approprintion Aet,” as one Vote, and to charge any excess expenditure on any
one item to the balance on any other item. .
{7} Authorising the transfer of an ameunt from the Vote “The Medical Adviser to the
Government,” to supplement the Vole “ Const Hospital.”

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

29. Lrave oF ApspscE:— Sir William Lyne (by consert) moved, without Notice, Thai leave of

absence for the remainder of the present Session be granted to the Ilonorable Member for The
Shoalhaven, Mr. David Davis, in consequence of his absence from the Colony.
Question put and passed. :

30. Tuw Govenvon's Opexve SrErcit:—The Order of the Day having been read for the resumption

of the adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr. F. Clarke, Thut the following Address-in-Reply
to the Governor's Opening Speech, as read by the Clerk, be now adopted by this House :—
¥ To Ilis Twcellency the Right Honorable WinLiads, Farn BravewayMr, Kaight.Commander of the
“ Rost Distinguished Order of Saind Michael and Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-
“ Qlief of the Colony of New South Weales and ity Dependencies.
“May 1T rLEASE YoUR BEXCELLENCY,—
“ 'We, Her Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjeets, the Members of the Legislative Assembly
“of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled, desire to express our thaoks for your Bxeelleney’s
“ Speeck, and to assure you of our nnfeigned attnchment to Her Most Gracious Majosty’s Throne
“and Person.
“We desire to assure your Esxeellency that the various measures indicated in your
“ Execllency’s Speech shall receive our earncst consideration, and the necessary provision for the
“TPuablic Service will bo made in due course.
“We join your Excellency in the hope that, under Divine Providence, our endeavours may
“be guided to the enduring benefit of the Colony.”

And the Question being again proposed,—
Mr. Reid moved, That the Address be amended by the insertion of the following words, to stand
paragraphz 3 and 4:— :

Tt is also a subject for regret that Ministers persisted in employing the services of Mr.
¢ Yarwaod as a member of the Committee to ingnire into the public accounts, when they became aware
“ that he had previously published a strong opinion upon one of the chief issues he was asked to try.

“ We respectfully ngreo with your Excellency in the opimion that recent events have
“ shown the necessity for putting the Volunteer Forces of the Colony on a better footing; we,
¢ therefore, especially regret that recent appoiniments to positions in the Volunteer Forces of New
“ South Wales seem to subordinate efficiency, merit, and patriotic service to other considerations, a
“ eourse calling for strong disapproval,” '

Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be inserted be so ineerted.

Sir William Lyne moved, That this Debate be now adjourned.

Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Debale be adjourned uniil To-morrow, and (with the unanimous concurrence of the
House) take precedence of other business, '

31. ArsouvryMENT :—Sir William Lyne moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Dcbate ensued.
Quertion put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at tweniy-six minutes before Twelve o’clock, until To-morrow at

Tour o'clock,

F. W. WEBBE, WILLIAM McCOURT,

Olerk of the Legislative Assembly, Speaker.
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FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

THURSDAY, 14 JUNE, 1900.

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair

" CoxprirTir of ELECTIONS AWD QUaTirscarrons :—>Mr, Speaker, pursuant to the requirements of
the Parliamentary Electorates and Jlections Act of 1893, laid upen the Table his Warrant
appointing the Committec of Elections and Qualifieations for the present Session, of which the
following 1s a copy :—

* By the Honorable the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
“of New South Wales. '

“ PursuanT to the power in that behalf vested in me, as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of
“ New South Wales, by the Parlinmentary Tlectorates and Elections Act of 1893, I do hereby
¥ appoint——

* Henry Clarke, Esquire, William Rigg, Esquire,

“ Charles Hilton Dight, Esquire, William Sawers, Eaquize,

* William John Ferguson, Hsquire, William Henry Wilks, Esquire, and
¢ John Glarland, Esquire, Francis Augustus Wright, Bsquire,

“ Samuel Bdward Lees, Esquire,

“ being Members of the said Assembly, to be Members of the Commitice of Flections and
* Quahfications in the said Act referred to, during the present Session of the Assembly aforesaid.

“ Given under my Hand, ab the Lepislative Assembly Chamber, Maequarie-strect, Syduey,
* this fourteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred.

“ WILLIAM McCOURT,
 Speaker.”

2. QurstIONs:—

{1.) Yeea for Reappraisement :—Mr. Roze asked the Secretary for Lands,—

(1.) Is it a fact that the owner of a selection of 40 acres has to pay at the rate of 1s. per acre in
a deposit fee for purposes of reappraisement ?

{2.) How much per acre is the charge entailed on the helder of a full section in the Central
Division for rcappraisement? '

Mr. Hageall answered,—1 have to invite the Honorable Member's attention to Regulation 108,
which requires o fee of £2 for each continuous nrex of 1,280 ncres or under, and £3 for each
confinuouns aren of over 1,230 acres and not exceeding 2,560 acres. It is hardly necessary to
explain that the expense which has to be incurred by the Crown in appraising a small aren does not

widely differ from that in connection with a larger cne.

(2.) Pablic Parks in Country Districts :—D3r. Brunker asked the Secretary for Lands—Ts it the
intention of the Government, in framing the Estimates for the ensuing finanecial year, to make
more substantial provision for the maintenance and improvement of public parks throughout the
country districts ?

Mzr. Hassall angwered,—The Grovernment proposes to submit a sufficiently substantial sum on the
Estimates. ’

(3.) Hours of Labour of Van.men —3r. Rose asked the Minister of Public Instraction,—
(L) 1s he aware that parcel delivery van-men have to “work from 7 am. te 11 p.n. for wages
varying from 25s. to 403, per woek ¥
(2.) Ts such class of labour to be regulated by any Bill providing for a limitation of hours?
Mr, Perry answered,— :
(1) Yes, ' .
(2.) Yes. (4.}
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(4.) Applicants for Crown Lands :-—Mr. Hayes asked the Secretary for Lands,— _
(1) 15 it compuisory for applicants for homestead or conditional purchase selections o appear
personally before the Local Land Board when they meet to decide which applicant shall have the
Jand? -7
(2.) Tf o, will he arrange that it shall be opHonal on their part?

Mr. Hassall answered,—The Crown Lands Act of 1899 provides that the priority of applicanis
shall be determined by the Land Board, and the matier, therefore, resis largely with the Bonrds.
Under the former Acts the applicant had first to travel to the local Land Office znd make his
application, and again to the Land Board mecting when his application was being dealt with. Only
one visit is now neceseary in any circumstanees. I will, however, make inguiry as to whether the
applicant’s attendance could bo dispensed with.

. Ligror Act:~=The following Petitions,—praying for the amendment of the Liquor Act so as to
provide, firstly, for a reduction of the hours of sale in public-houses and places beld by wine
licensees, and, secondly, to ensure more effeetive Sunday closing,—were presented by the Members
named :—

(1) By Mr. Watkins—From certain residents of Wallsend.

(2.) By Mr. Law—TY¥rom George Braddock, Chairman of -a -meeting of “ We ITepe {o Prosper
“ Lodge” of Independent Order of Good Templars, Rozelle.

(3.) By Mr. Molesworth—TFrom certain residents of Alexandrin,

(4.} By Mr. Law—From certain residents of Balmain South,

(5.) By Mr. Molesworth—¥rom cerfain residents of Lrskineville.

Petitions received.

. Toratazaror Brin:—Dr, Ross presented the following Petitions in opposition to the Totalizator
Bill, and praying the House to reject the measure -—
(1.} ¥rom certain members of the Wesleyan Church, Molang,
(2.) From cerinin members of the Wesleyan Church, Garra,
(3.) ¥rom certain wembers of the Wesleyan Church, Barragan.
Petitions received.

. Prucepencr or Busisess (Sessional Order— Formel Aotion) :—Sir Willilam Lyno moved, pursuant
to Notice,— .
(1) That, during the present Scssion, uniess otherwise ordered, Gencral Business shail take
precedence of Government Business on Tuesdays, and Government Business shall take precedence
ot Geeneral Business on Wednesdaye and Thursdays,
(2.} That Genera] Notices of Motions aud Gencral Orders of the Day shall take precedence
respectively on each alternate Tuesday.
Question put and passed.

Broxex Hion ABaTroIRs, MARKETS, AXD CATTLE SArk-vakos Briv (Formal Motion) :—

(1) Mr. Cann morved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to authoriso the
acquisition of land and the cstablishment, ercetion. and maintenance of abattoirs, markets, and
enttle sale-vards by the Municipality of Broken Hill within or in the vicinity of the Muuicipality
of Broken Hill.

Question put and pessed,

(2.) Mr. Cann baving presented this Bill, and produced a certificate of the payment of the sum of
Twenty-five pounds to the eredit of the Consolidated Revenue I'und of the Colony, Bill, intituled
“ A Bill to authorize the acquisition of lands and the establishment, crection, end mainlenance of
Abatioirs, Markets, and Cattle Sale-yards by the Municipality of Broken HRIL witkin ov in the
vicinity of the Municipality of Broken Hill,"—rend o first bine.

Agurcurturan Lases Bivn (Formal Motion) -—Dr. Bennett moved, pursuant to Notice, That the
Agricultural Leases Bill, which was introduced in the Assembly during last Session, bub was
interrupted before its corpletion by the close of the Session, be now reintroduced at the stage it
hiad reached at the time of such interruption.

Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time on Tucsday next.

Ixcrosep Laxps ProtrctioNr Act AMENpMENT Biun (Formel dMotion) :—

(1.} Mr. Dight moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend the
Tnclosed Lands Protection Act, 18 Vie. No. 27.
Guestion put and passed.

(2.) Mr. Dight then presented o Bill, intituled 4 Bill to amend the Inclosed Lands Proiection Act,
18 Fic. No. 27,"—which was read a first time.
Ordered to be priuted, and read o second time on Tuesday, 10th July.

AcneeMENTS Variparine Acy RrrEar Birn (Formal Motion) :-—Mr. Willis moved, pursuant to
Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to repeal the “ Agreements Validating Act,” and
to make provision for coptinuance of agreements lawiully made thereunder before the firet day
of Janunary, one thousand nine himdred and one.

Question pub and passed.

¥wur Iysuravce Porrerrs Bion (Formal Afotion) :—Mr. Meagher moved, purauant to Notice,
That the Fire Insurance Policies Bill, which was introduced in the Assembly during last Session,
but was interrupted before its completion by the close of tho Sesgion, be now reimireduced at the
stage it had reached at the time of such interrupiion.
Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Bill be read a sccoud time on Tuesday nest. . | 1L
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Il. Parens:—
Mr. 1Tassall laid vpon the Table,— ,

(1.} Copies of (fazetic Notices, setting forth the mode in which it is proposed to denl with the
Dedication of certain Lands, in accordnncee with the provisions of the 105th scetion of tho Ack
48 Yictorin Wo. 18, and the 415t section of the Act 53 Victoria No. 21.
(2.) Abstract of Crown Lands authorised to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in aceordance with
the 104th seetion of the Act 48 Victoria No. 18. '
(3.} Abetrack of Alterniions and Cancetlations of Designs of Cities, Towns, and Villages, under
the L07th section of the Act 48 Vietoria Na. 18.
(4.) Abstract of Sites for Cities, Towns, and Villages, declared under the 4¢h and 101st scctions
of the Act 48 Vietoria Na. 18,

5.) Abstract of Crown Lands Reserved from Sale for the Preservation of Water Supply or other
Publie Purposes, in aceordance with the 101st, 109th, and 112th scciions of the Act 48 Victoria
No. 18,

(6.) Nolification of resumption, under the Prblic Works Aet of 1888, of land, for a Public Park
at Taralga,

(7. .Nog‘.iﬁca{inn of resuwption, under the Public Werks Aci of 1888, of land, for a Public
Cemetery nt Albjon Park,

(8.) Notifications, under the Crown Lands Ac's, of— -

{#) Repeal of Regulation No. 103.
{#) Amended Regulations Nos. 35, 108, 131, 233, 237, 266, and 273
(¢) Additional Repgulations Nos. 584, 100, 1574, 2624, 336, and 337,
(d) Awmended Forms Nos. 28, 81, and 34
{#) Additional Forms Nos, 80, 50, znd GL.
(9.) Notifieations, under the Crown Lauds Aets, of —
(i) Repeal of Regnlations Nos. 16, 48, 50, 53, 147, 149, and 135k,
(1) Amended Regulations Nos. 11, 12, 13, 49, 51, 52, 5%, T4, 81, 100, 148, 150, 151, 155, 156,
161, 164, and 218.
(£) Additionsl Regulation No. 424.
(d) Amended Forms Nos. 7 and 50.
(10.) Notifieations, under the Crown Lands Acts of—
{a) Repeal of Repulations Nos, 584, 108, 1094, and 1574,
{0} Amended Regulations Nos. 584, 108, 1094, and 1574
{11.) Amonded Regulation No. 6, under the Crown Lands Acts.

(12.) Amended Regulation No. 307, under the Crown Tands Acts,

(13.) Amended Form No, 22, under the Crown Tands Acts.

(14.) Nolice of intention to declare that two Additional Conditicnal Durchases Nos 95-15 and
08-17, in the Land District of Corowa, applied for by Samuel ices, junr,, shall cease fo be voidable,

. {18.) Notice of intention to declare that Conditional Purchase No. 93-14, in the Land District of
Taree, applied for by Uriel Bloomileld, shall cease to be voidable.
(16.) Notice of inteniion to declare that 1lomestead Selection No. 9719, in the Tand District of
Huy, applied for by BEva Vietorian Gough, shall cease to ha voidable.
(17.) Notice of intention fo declare that Additional Conditional Purchage No. 97-16, in the Land
District of Corowa, applied for by John Patterson, shall ceaze to be voidable,
(18.) Amended Rules Nos. 18 and 39 of the Land Appenl Court.
(19} Statement rhowiog reasons for granting sick leave on full pay to BMr. Arthur Ashton,
Messenger, Loeal Land Board Office, Armidale.
(20.) Xeturn 1o an Order, made on 7{ November, 1609, —* Reserves for Parks and Public
* Resrontion, County of Cumberland.” ‘
{21.) Statement of Receipts and Bxpenditure of the Hay Irrigalion Trust for the year 1859,
Referved by Sessional Order o the Printing Commattec.

Mr. Wood laid upon the T'able,—
(1.) Annual Returns under the 108rd seetion of the District Courts Act of 1858.
(2.) Kules of the Supreme Court (In Equity).
(3.) Return (én part) to an Order, made on 17th March, 1892,— Convictivns under the Ficcusing
Aet.”
{4.) Rules of the Supreme Court (In Nunaecy.)
(5.) Beturn to an Order, made cn 12th December, 1809,—* Trinl of Scamen at Sydeey and New-
eastle for Offences on Bonard Ships.”
{6.) Particulars respecting the granting of sick leave to Mr. Henry John Noble, Deputy Regietrar-
General and Chief Clerk, Registrar Geeneral’s Department.
(7.) Minutes respecting the granting of sick loave to Mr. Paul Becker, Second-class Sherifi’s
Ollicer. ‘
(8.) Nule preseribing form of Security under the © Tustices (Fines) Ack, 1899.”
(9.) Regulations, under © The Companies (Death Duties) Act, 1590.7
(10.) Returng, under the several Acts of Darlinment administered by the Registrar-General, for
the year 1859
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Commitice.

Mr. Wiae laid upen the Table,—

(1.) Fourth Anmusl Report of the Public Service Board.

(2.) Repulations, under the Public Service Act of 1895, respecting—
(2} Puyment for Public Holidays to temporary employees inthe Government Printing Office.
(4} Travelling expenses to Relieving Officers in ail Departments—TPublic 1Tolidays, Fitaroy
Dock Works,
(c) Amended Hegulations Nos, 272 and 273 —Postal Department.
(d) Amended Regulation No. 273--Postal Department.
{¢) Wages and Allownnces of Surveyors’ chainmen and Inbourers (Repeal of Regulation
Na. 531). )
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(£} Classification and increments to salaties of certain Officers in Post and Telegraph
Department. _

(7) General Conditions of Contract—Public Servico Tender Board.

(#) Living Allowances to Officers stationed in remote parts of the Colpny.

(i) Leave of Absencs for recreation to Officers in the Special, Professional, and Clerical

Divisions.
(7} Travelling Bixpenses of Conditional Pnrchase Inspectors and Public Watering-place
Inspectors.

(%) Competitive Examinations, _

{1} Teave of Absenee to Teachers, Department of Public Instruction.

{m) Examinations and Promotions in the Postal and Telegraph Department.

(n) Periodical Grading under Section 3, &e.

(0) Equipment and Travelling Allowances to Officers, Department of Tands.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Trinting Committee.

Mr, Perry laid upon the Table,—

(L) Report on the working of the Factories and Shops Act, and Conciliation and Arbitration Act,
for the year 1599.

{2.) Regulations under the Barly Closing Acl of 1892,

Telerred by Sessional Qrder to the Printing Committee.

12. PosrronmmunTs :—The follawing Orders of the Day postponed :—

(1.) Companies Acts Amendment Bill (Couneil Bell}; second reading ;—until Tuesday, 10th July.
(2} Yass Roman Catholic Church Trustees Enabling Bill (as agreed fo in Select Committee) ;
second reading ;—until Tuesday next.

(3.} Capital Punishment Abolition Bill ; second reading ;—until Tnesday, 24th July,

(4.) Seamen Act Amendment Bill; consideration in Committee of the Whole of the expediency of
bringing in a Bill to amend the Seamen Act of 1898 ;——until Tuesday next.

13. Tur Govervon's Orevise SpercH :—The Order of the Day having been read for the resumption

of the adjourned Debatc, on the motion of Me. I. Clarke, That the following Address-in-Reply
1o the Governor's Opening Speech, as read by the Clerk, be now adopted by this House :—

“ To His Frxcellency the Right Honorable WiLrtaM, Eaxn Beaveuanr, Knight Commander of the
¢ Rost Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-
“ Chief of the Oolony of New South Wales and iy Dependencies,

“ May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

“ We, Her Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects, the Members of the Legislative Assembly
“ of New South Wales, in Parliament asscinbled, desire to cxpress our thanks for vour Excellency’s
* Speech, and to assure you of our unfeigned attachment to Her Most Gracious Majesty’s Throne
“ and Person.

“ We desire to assure your Exeellency that the various messures indicated in your
“ Excelleney’s Speech shall receive our earnest consideration, and the necessary provision for the
¢ Poblic Service will be made in due course.

“We join your Excellency in the hope thafi, under Divine Providence, our endeavours may
“ be guided to the enduring beaefit of the Colony.”

TUpon which Mr. Reid had moved, That the Address be amended by the insertion of the following
words, to stand paragraphs 3 and 4:—

“ Tt is also a subject of regret that Ministers persisted in employing the services of Mr.
“ Yarwood as a member of the Committee fo inguire inte the Public Accounts when they beeame
“ aware that he had previously published a strong opinion upon one of the chief issues he was
¢ asked to try.

“ We respectfully agree with your Execllency in the opinion that recent events have shown
“ the necessity for puiting the Volunteer Forees of the Colony on a better footing ; we therefore
“ gpecially regret that reeent appointments to positions in the Volunteer Forces of New South
“ Wales seem to subordinate efficiency, merit, and patriotic service to other considerations, a
‘ eourse ealling for strong disapproval.”

And the Quesilon being again proposed,—That the words proposed o be inserted be so inserted,—
The House resumed the said adjourned Debate,

Mr. Arthur Griffith moved, That this Debnte be now adjourned.

Question put and passed.

Ouvdered, that the Debate be adjourned until Tuesday next, and (w5ith the unanimouns concurrence of
the House) take precedence of other business.

14. AcrEEMENTS VapaTiNG Acr Repran Biin:—Mr. Willis, pursuant to leave granted this day,

presented o Bill, intituled “A Bill to repeal the ‘Agreements Validating Act, and to make
provision  for continuance of agrcements lawfully made thercunder before the first day of
Janwery, one thousand nine hwundrad and one,”—which was read a first time.

Ordered to be printed, and read a sccond time on Tuesday, 10th Juiy.

15. Apsovnyurxt:—ilr. See moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
(Meeation pub and passed.

The House adjourned acc.:nrdingly, ab eight minutes alter Tleven o’cloek, unlil Tuecsday nest at

Four o'clock.

F. W, WEBE, WILLIAM McCOURT,

Clerl: of the Legisiative dssomlly. : Speaker,
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1. The House met pursuant to ndjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

QUENTIONS :-— )
(1) Cases of Typhoid Fever, Diphtheris, and Bubonic Plague:—DMr. Aflcck asked the C'olonial
Seeretary,—
(1.) What is the known number of typheid fever cases, and the number of desths frow the same,
from the st February last to the 30th of April last, in the City of Sydney?
(2.) The same question with regard to diphtheria?
(8.) The same question with regard to bubonic plague?
Sir William Lyne answered,— .
(1.) Cases, 114 ; deaths, S,
(2.) Cases, 8; deaths, 0.
(3.) Cases, 79; deaths, 25.

(2.} Hours of Labour of Porters on Suburban Roilways:—Mr. Rose asked the Coloniul Sceretary,—
(1) Is it a fact that two shifts of porters on suburban railways bave to work from 5 a.m. 1o
12:30 pan.?

(2.) IE it o fact that no regular menl-hour is granted to porters, and that they lave to gel a meal
as opportunity presents itself?

(3.) Is it a fact that booking porters are compelled to eat theirmeals in the office where they irsne
tickets and whilst engaged on duty ? ’

(4.) Is it the intention of the Government to fake any steps in the direction of regulating the
hours of labour worked on the railways?

8ir William Lyne answered,— .

(1.} It is assumed that the hour mentioned refers to 12:80 am. I am informed that two shilts of
porters work within the houvrs of 5 a.mn. and 12:30 a.m.

(2.) Time for meals is allowed at such times as ean be arranged most conveniently for the stafl,
and with a due regard to the public requirements.

(3.) Booking porters in some cases take their meals ab the stations, as it would be obvicusly
inconvenient to arrange for the appointment of responsible officers temporarily, and the checking
of cash, tickets, &e., each time an officer would leave the premises for meals,

(3.} Winderadeen Istate, adjoining Lake George :—Mr. Carroll askedl the Secretary for Lands,—
(1.) s it true that the owner or oceupier of Winderadeen Estate, adjoining Lake George, is using
severnl thousand acres of good grazing land joining the lake, and not paying one penny reut
for it?

(2.) Has the person referred to been using this land free of any charge by the Crown for some
vears ? .

(3.) 1s it true that this person is also fencing in the land for his sole use and benefit ?

(4.) 1s it the intention of the Government to allow this state of things to continue indefinitely ;

if not, when will some action be taken to compel whoever ocenpies this land to pay 2 fair rent for,

it, or remove his fences, and give the public access to the lnud ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—1 am not aware, but will cause inquiry to be made.

(4) Gifts to the Troops of the Sccond Contingent:—Mr. Whiddon asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) Tlas his attention been ealled to the report which has heen printed and circulated throvghout
Sydney, in which Trooper F. W. Marks, of the Scecond Contingent, on board the steamer
* Maplemore,” complaing bitterly that gifts which were given to ihe troops as additional comforts

by
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by philanthropie citizens were withheld from them, and after the ship had been al sea some time
those gifts eould only be obtained by payment; the tea which was given for them was sold by the
pint ; nlso that in many cases the various fruits were kept from them so long ihat they had to be
guietly thrown overboard, being utterly unfit for use, cven if paid for; and, further, that the
fyrannieal conduct on the part of some ot the officers caused some of the men to desert at tho first
opportunity ? ‘

(2.) In view of the above, will he cause inquiry to be made in the proper quarter as to tho truth
or otherwiso of these stutements ?

Mz, See answered,—I am informed by the Major-General Commanding the Military Farces that
eccording o returns furnished no one of the name of I W. Marks” went in the * Maplemore.”

(5.) Readjustment of the Electoral Boundarics:—&fr. A fleck, for Mr. Price, asked the Colonial
secretary,—
(1.) Ts he aware that the recommnendations made by the BElectoral Commissioners, dealing with the
randjustment of the electoral boundaries in conneciion with the New South Wales Parliament,
lisve not been carried oub?
(2.) Will he teke stops to give eflect to the proposed modifications of electoral boundaries ?

Mr. Seo answered,—As socn as an opportunity is afforded me the matter will e submitted to
Parlinment,

(6.) Regulations under the TFriendly Societics Act, 1809 :—2Ar. Lee, for Mr. Brunker, asked the
Colonial Secrctary,— .
{1.) 1s lhe aware that in econsequence of the nen.cxistence of the regulations necessary to ensure
the satisTactory administraiion of the Friendly Societies Act of 1579 considerable inconvenience is
experienced in carrying out iis provisions ? .
(2) Will he aunthorise the preparation of the required regulations, and submit them for the
approval of the Attorney-General as carly as practicable ?

My, Sce answered,—The regulations are already nnder referenco to the Aitorney General,

(7.) System of Collecting ¥ures on the Trams :—Mr. Quinn azked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.} The amount of surplus money coilectod by tram-conductors as fares, or by sale of iickets,
from the travelling public over and above what is just in tho year 1895 7
(2.) The purpose to which this surplus is applied ? :
(3.) Ar¢ books of tickets issued to tram-eonductors, and for whieh they are aceountable, properly
checked as to numbers before igsue, and by whom?
(4.) IIas any shortage of fickets in such books before issue been discovered ?
Sir William Lyne snswered,—
(1 and 2.) T am informed that it would take some time to make out a complete reburn, but, approxi-
mately, the amonnt of sarplus eash paid in was £30; at the same time the larger part of this
amount was used for recoupng conductors who have been small amounts deficlont in their
colleetions,
(3.} Yes, issued by the Tramway Trafie Syperintendent.
(4.) No.

{8.) Mr. James Bonwick, London :Ar. Afeck asiced the Colonial Secrotary,—
(1.) Has he received the infurmation asked for by Mr. Affleck on the 26th of October last
respecting Mr. James Bonwick, of London ?
(2) If o, will he lay the promised return upon the Table of this Ifouse without delay in
counection with the Questions asked on the 26th Qetober last ?

Mr, Sec answered,—The refurn will be laid upon ihe Table as soon as practicable.
) 1 1

(9.) Accidents in conpection with the Electrie Trams:—aAfr. Nobbs, for Mr. Jessep, asked ihe
Colomial Treasurer,—
(1.} Jlow manv fatal aczidents have occurred in conneetion with the main Blectric Tram Servieo
since the date of opening ?
(2.) What were the findings of juries in relation thercto ?
Sir William Lyne aoswered,—
(L) Ten.
(2.) “Accidental death ™ in each ease, a ridor being aldded by some of the jurors in one that it
was desirable that the time of starting the tram should be recorded Dy the driver before ho started.
This, howerer, the men were espected to do.  In another case a rider was addod that trams should
travel at a Jower spead in Lower Gleorge-street.

(10.) The Quarantine Station :—Dr. Ross asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) The number of medical oflicers in charge of the hospital at the Quarantine Station, and the
amount of salary or fees that each receives ¥
(2.) The number of plague patients that have been received at the hospital ab the Quarantine
Station ; the number that have recovered, and the number that have died [rom plague ?
(3.) The number of persons or contacts that have been removed and admitted into the Quarantine
Station, and if any of those after sdmission contractod plague ; if so, what number ?
() The number of nurses emploged at the hospital at the Quarantine Station, aud the special
wiges or salary caeh receives, or how arc they paid ?
Siv ' Wiliiam Lyne answered,—
(1.) Thero is no hospice ab the Quarantine Station.
(2.) Plague patients reccived at the Lospital at the Quarantine Station, 240 ; discharged recovered,
10%; died of plague, 6i.
(3) 1,530 none, but the first sign of illness oceurred after removal from the place of infection
N $EVeN cuses, (t.)
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(4.) Twenty. Twelve nurses of different grades were translorred from the Coast Mospital staff,
on which they are paid according to arade at the following annual rates, in addition o board,
lodging, washing, and uniform : —£60 (1), £30 (3), £35 (1), £30 (5), £25 (1) ; and doring their
temporary service at Quarantine they are paid at the following increased annnal rates respec-
tively :—£112 (1), £89 (3}, £67 10 (L), £33 (5), and £31 (1), Inaddition, eight private nurses
were engaged ; they are paid £3 3s. a weel, this being the usual rate paid to nurses who depend
on casnal employment when nursing vases of infectious illness.

(11.) Persons Incculated with Prophylactic Serum :—Dr. Ross asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) The number of persona whe have been inoeulated with alleged prophylactic serum by the
Beard of Health since the outbreak of plague; by whom wero these special inoculations performed,
and did the persons performing the-operation receive any fees or salary for the same ? ‘
(2.) Did any of those contracs plague alter having undergonc inoculation ; if so, how many ?

Sir William Lyne answered,— .

* (1.) The prophylactic used is that discovered by Professor Haftkine, C.1.E., D. Sc., which has been
very widely used and very thoroughly tested during the past few years; it has just been formaliy
approved by the English Comumission an Plague in India after a searching and even hostile inquiry,
in a lengthy document, which was deemed of such urgent importance by the Government of
India that it wns ordered to ho printed and distribated separately, and in advance of the Generat
Report of the Commission, of which it forms a part. The number of persons who have been
gratuitously inoculated with this prophylactic is 10,549, They were inoculated by nembers of the
permancnt Medieal Staff, of the temporary Medical Plagne Stafl, and by Private practitioners
occasionally engaged.  They received aalaries, temporary salaries, or fees, according to their sfatus.
(2.) No member of the permanent, temporary, or occasional medical staff has contracted plague.
Of the 10,548 members of the public twelve or cleven subsequently had plague, there being a
doubt whether one of themn ever had beon inoculated.

(12.) Txpenditure in connection with the Bubonic Plague :—Dr, Ross asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Will he state fthe amount, or approximatc amount, of public expenditure that has been
incurred sinee the outbreak of plague in Sydney P
(2.) Also, the number of men that have been employed in the quarantined plague area, and rate
of wages paid to ench weekly ?

(3.) Can ]ljle furnish any estimate, or approximate estimate, of the quantity of garbagoe or rubbish
that has been rewoved from the quarantined ares since the outbreak of plagne—and under the
supervision of the Government—and the cost of the removal of same ?

Sir Williamm Lyne answered,—
(1.) The total payments passed through the Treasury on account of plague to date has been
£70,427 19s. 4d. There are other accounts outstanding, but these cannot be given correctly at
present. I may say that that refers to all expenditure n connection with the Board of Wealth as
well as other matters.
(2.) The average number of men employed in the quarantine plague arens during the operations
was 2,039, All men were paid by the day. The wages paid during the early part of the
operations were a8 follows :—

During the panic, per day,  After tlic panie, per day.

Chief Superintendent... 40/- 80/
District Superintendents .., 25/- 20)-
Inspectors ... 20/- 15]-

Clerks and book-keepers ... 17/6 and 15/- 17/6,15)-, and 12/6
Carpenters ... 124 10/-
Blacksmiths ... 12/- and 20/ 10/-

Area men 8/- 7/-

Other laborers... 7/- and keep. T - without keep.
Carters, with horse and dray... 14/- 104-
Plumbers .o 12/ 10/-

(3.) The approximafe qunutif-:_y of garbage removed from the arcas is 56,935 tons; the approximaie
cost to date being £56,056,

(13.) State Allowances to Minisiers of Religion :—Mr. Law asked the Coloninl Secrotary,—
(1.) How many ministers of religion are there in receipt of & stipend from the State in conformity
with the Grants for Public Worship Prohibition Act of 18627
(2.) Arc they all still ofliciating in the capncity of ministers ?
(8.) What are the names and allowanees of each P

Siy Willinm Lyne answered,—
{1.) Twenty-five.
(2.) A ccrtificate is signed each month, by the head of the rospeclive denowminations, to the effect
that the ministers are officiating within the Colony.
(3.) Church of England—Very Reverend W. M. Cowper, stipend, £460; Reverend J. A. Rurke,
stipend, £200; Reverend W. Lumsdaine, stipend, £150; Neverend J. Carter, stipend, £50 17+,
6d. ; Roverend C. B. Proctor, stipend, £200; Reverend 8. Hungerford, stipend, £100; Heverend
A. D. Soares, siipend, £200; Reverend H. D. Bode, stipend, £100 ; Reverend L. Tyrrel], stipend,
£200; Reverend W. C. Hawkins, atipend, £100; Reverend W. 13 White, stipend, £200; Rev-
erend P. G. Smith, stipend, £150; total, £2,140 17s. Gd. Presbyterian Church-—loverend 8.
Blirton, stipend, £150; Reverend J. 8. White, stipend, £150; Reverend D. Maore, stipend, £150 ;
Reverend 1. Ross, stipend, £102; iotal, £552. Lloman Cntholic Church—Reverend 1, V.
O*Connell, £200; Very Reverend 8. 3. A, Sheehy, £3C0; Reverend P, Hallinan, £200; Reverend
T. Rigney, £150; Reverend D. J. D’Arcy, £150; Reverend P, Birch, £150; total, £1,150.
Werleyan Church—Reverend W, Clarke, £150; Reverend J. W. Dawson, £150; Reverend
G, Martin, £130; total, £150. Total, £4,292 17s. Gd. .

(14.)
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(14.) Church and School Tands in the Carcoar District:—Mr. Waddell asked the Seerclary for

Lands,— .

(1) What is the total arca of surrendered Church and School Tands in the Carcoar district, now
Crown lands ? .

(2.) When is it proposed to offer these lands for settlement; and whati is causing the delay in so
doing ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—

(1.} 7418 acres, .

(2.) This aren has been inspeeted by a surveyor, and upon the receipt of the Tristrict Surveyor's
recommendation the matter will reeeive early attention,

(15.) Passenger Traffic to the National Park:—23fr. Foung, for Mr. Cook, asked the Colonial

)

Treasurer,—What was the total value of railway passenger traflic hetween Sydney and suburban
stations and the National Park during the year 18997

8ir William Lyno answered,~-T am informed the valus of the traflic referred to for 1899 was
£2,311.

Torantzaror Bint:—Dr. Ross presonted the following Petitions in opposilion to the Totalizator

Bill, and praying the House to reject the measure,—

{1.) ¥rowm certain members of the Weslevan Church, Dilga.

(2.) ¥rom certain members of the Wesleyan Chureh, Lockwood.

(3.) From certain members of the Wesleyan Church, Reedy Creck and Red il
(4.) Trom eertain members of the Wesleyan Chareh, Meranburn.

Petitions received,

3. Earwuy Crostve Acr:—Mr. Archer presented a Potition from certain residents of the Colony, praying

that the provisions of the Barly Closing Act may be made to apply to carters and carriers, so that
their hours of labour may be reduced.
Petition received.

4. ParEns:—
Mr. Crick Iaid upon the Table,—

(1.) Statement of Accounts of the Government Savings Bank for the year 1899,
(2.) Amended Rates and Regulations under the Biectric Telegraph Act.
Referred by Seasionnal Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Hassall laid upon the Table,—

{1} Amended Regulation No. 351, under the Tublic Service Act of 18935,

(2.) Rules of the Supreme Court (in Divoree).

(3.) Regulations under the Public Watering Places Aet of 1884, respecting the Cootamundra
Dam.

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. O'Sullivan laid upon the Table,—

(1.) Accounts of the South Hend Roads rust for the hatf-vear ending 31st December, 1899,

(2.) Return to an Order, made on 20th August, 1899, —* Guvernment Avchiteet’s Department,”
(3) Return to an Crder, made on 21at September, 1898,— Monthty Returns of Acecidents.”

(4.) DBy-laws in connection with Wellington Water Supply.

(%) By-lawsin connection with Mudgee Water Supply.

(G.) Heport of completion of portion of the Western Suburbs Sewerage.

(7.) Report of completion of portion of the Johnstone’s Creek Stormwater Drainage.

(8.) Report of completion of portion of the Randwick Sewerage,

(9.) Notifieation of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, parish of Condong,
county of Rous, for o Bridge over the Tweed River at Murwillumbah.

(10.) Notifieation of resumption, under the Public Works Aet of 1888, of land, parish of
Proapect, county of Cumberland, for the Improvement of the Road from Toongabbie Post Office to
‘Wentworthville Railway Station.

(11.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1898, of land, parish of Peter-
sham, eounty of Cumberland, for certain Drainage Works for the Western Suburbs of Sydney.
(12.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, parish of
Sutherland, county of Cumberland, for a Post and Telegraph Office ut Sutherland.
(13.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1884, of land, parish of
Stockton, county of Gloocester, for the Improvement of Stockton Harbour.

(14.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, parish of
Narellan, county of Cumberland, for an Approach to the Bridge over the Nepean River at
Camden.

(15.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, parigh of
Willoughby, county of Cumberland, for certain Drainage Works in Worth Sydney.

(16.) Notifieation of resumption, under the Public Works Actof 1888, of land, parish of St. Andrew,
county of Cumberland, for a Post and Telegraph Office at Ultimo.

(17.) Notification of resumption. under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, parish of
Newcastle, county of Northumberland, for & Post and Telegraph Office at Merewether.

(18.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, parish of
Bowra, county of Raleigh, for an A pproach to Bowra Whart.

(19.) Nofification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, parish of Magdala,
county of Cook, for a Post and Telegraph Oflice at Springwood.

(20.) Nofification of resumption, under the Public Works Aet of 1588, of land, parish of Bingal,
county of Rous, for Wharfage Purposes, on the nerth bank of Bingal Creek, at Wardell,

(21,) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1588, of land, parish of St.
Andrew, county of Cumberland, for the construction of the Darling Harbour Low-level Sewerage.
(22.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, parish of Jerilderia
South, county of Urana, for o Bridge over Billabong Creek, at Jerilderie. (23.)
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(23.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1838, of land, parish of St.
Andrew, county of Cumberland, for the construection of the Pyrmont Low-level Drainage.
(24.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, parish of Narellan,
county of Cumberland, for a Bridge over the Nepean River, nt Camden.
(25.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1588, of land, parizh of Petersham,
county of Cumberland, in conneetion with the Marrickville Stormwater Channel.
(26.) Notifieation of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, parish of South
Bellingen, county of Raleigh, for & Wharf at Cahill’s, on the Bellingen River,
(27.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of lund, parish of Petersham,
county of Cumberland, for » Pumping Station in connection with the Balmain Low-level Sewerage,
(28.) Notificalion of resumption, under the Tands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, of land,
parish of Narrabeen, county of Cumberland, for s Wharf at Clareville, Pittwater.
{29.) Notificaiion of resumption, under the Lands for Public Purpeses Aecquisition Act, of land,
parish of Gordon, county of Cumberland, for the Supply of Water to the Districts north of the
Parramatta River, .
{30.) Nofifieation of resumption, under the Lands for Public Purpeses Acquisition Aet, of land,
parish of Kaloogleguy, county of Robinsen, for the Supply of Water to Cobar.
(31.) Notification of resumption, nnder the Landa for 1*ublic Purposes Acquisition Act, of land,
parish of St. John, county of Cumberland, for the erection of a Mnagazine at Newington for the
storage of gunpowder and other explosgives.
(32.) Naotification of resumption, under the Lauds for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, of land,
parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland, for the Supply of Water to the Districts north of
the Purramatta River.
(33.) Notification of resumption, under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, of land,
parishes of 8t. Andrew and St. Philip, county of Cumberland, for a system of Public Wharfs and
Approaches thereto, 1t Darling Harbour and the waters of Port Jackson, adjacent thereto.
Referred by Scssional Order to the Printing Committee.

Sir William Lyne laid upen the Table,—Papers in connection with the ense of perjury against Police
Constables MeDonald and MeGovern.
Refexred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

. Couranies Exprovirs Waces Prorection Brin (Formal Alotion) :—Mr. MeLean moved, pursuant

to Notice, That this House will, on its next sitting, resolve iteelf into a Committee of the Whole to
consider the expediency of bringing in a Bill to protect the wages and salaries of persons employed
by companies.

Question prut and passed.

. Juvinine SyokiNe Strereessio¥ Biwn (Formal Moption) :—Dr, Ross moved, pursuant to Notice,

That the Juvenile Smoking Suppression Bill, which was introduced in the Assembly during
lnst Session, but was interrupted before its completion by the close of the Session, be now reintro-
duced at the stage it had reached at the time of such interruption.

Question put and passed. °

Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday, 7th Aungust.

. Tuar Trorrs Pastorar Horvixe v vur CERiRAT, Division (Formel Motion) :—Mr. Thomas Brown

moved, pursuant to Notice, That therc be laid upon the Table of this House, all papers, reports,
and correspondence relating to,—

(1.) The approved applications by the lessees of The Troffs pastoral holding in the Central Division
to convert part of The Troffs leasehold area into scrub lease areas.

(2.) Tho refused application of Mr, D. Crowley to make up the area of his conditional purchase
holding over part of the land embraced in said scrub lease applications.

(Question put and passed,

. Meprcar, Pracrivioxers AMENDMENT BILt (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Meagher moved, pursuant to

Notice,—

(1) That leave be given to bring in o Bill to regulate the practice of medicine and surgery, and
other matters coinnected therewith.
Question put and passed.

(2.) Mr. Meagher then presented a Bill, intituled “.4 Bill to requlate the practice of medicine and
surgery, and other matters connectod therewith,”—which was Tead a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a sceond time on Tuesday, 10th July.

. Punrie Srrvice Boann Arrorsraest Bion (Formal Motfion) :~Mr. Quinn moved, pursuant to

Notice,—

(1.) That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend the Public Service Act of 1895, in respect to the
tenure of office of Members of the Public Service Board.
Question put and passed.

(2.) Mr. Quinn then presented a Bill, intituled “4 Bill o amend the Public Service Aot of 1895,
e vespeet do the temure of office of Members of the Pullic Service Board,’—which was read a
first time,

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tucsday, Tth August,

Broxex Iinn Avarrorns, Mangwrs, axp Catrre Sare-vanns Brrn (Zormal Alotion) :—Mr. Cann
moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(1.) That the Broken Hill Abattoirs, arkets, and Cattle Sale-yards Bill be referred to a Seleet
Committee for eonsideration aud report.
(2.) That sach Committeo consist of dle. Carrell, Mr. Cook, Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Gormly,
Mr, Quinn, Mr. Spence, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Hassall, and the Mover.
Question put and passed.

11.
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11. Trape Untox (Sunscrrerioy Rrcovery) Bive (Fermal Blotion) :—Mr. MeGowen moved, pursuant
to Natice, That the Trade Union (Subscription Recovery) Bill, which was jutroduced in the
Assembly during last Session, but wag interrupted before its completion by the close of the
Session, be now reintroduced at the stage it had reached at the time of such interruption.
Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time on Tucsday, 10th July.

12, Postrovemests :—The following Ovders of the Day postponed :—
(L) Tied Houses Bill; consideration in Committee of the Whole of the expediency of bringing
in a Bill to provide that eorlain covenants, agreements, conditions, provisos, and stipuiations in
restraint of liberty to purchase wines, spirits, or other fermented or epirituous lignors shall be
void ; and for purposes incidental to or consequent on thab object ;—until Tuesday, Tth August.
(2.) Agricultural Leases Bill; second reading ;—untit Tuosday, 17th July.
(8.) Fire Insurance Policics B3ill; second reading ;—until Tresday, 10th July.
(4) Yass Roman Catholic Chureh Trosiees Enabting Bill (s agreed to in Seloct Commitiee) ;
second reading ;—until Tuesday, 21st August.
{5.) Scamen Act Amendment Bill; consideration in Committee of the Whole of the expediency
of briuging in & Bill to amend the Seamnen Act of 1898 ;—uniil Tuesday, 24th Tuly.
(6.) Municipalitics Act of 18097 Amending Bill; {o be Turther considered in Commiliee ;—uniil
Tueeday, 24th July,
(7.) Dentists Bill; to be further considered tn Committee ;—until Tnesday, 218t Angust,
(8.) Coal-lumpers Baskets Bill; second reading ;—until Tuesday, 7th August.
(9.) Municipalities (Bleclion) Bill; second reading ;—until Tuesday, 26th June.

13. Vore or THANKS TO THE LATE SPRakERr, Sik Jnserin Paruer Azmsorr, K.CAM.G.:—Sir William
LEyne (by consent) moved, without Notice, That tho thanks of this 1louse be accorded to Sir Joseph
Palmer Abbott, J..C.M.G., late Speaker, for his distinguished services in the Chair during a period
of nearly ten years; and that he boassured that this House fully recognises and appreciates the zeal
and ability with which he has discharged the dutics of his high office through many Iaborious
Sessions, and ihe study, care, and firmness with which he has maintained its privileges and dignity.
Which motion was seconded by Mr. Reid.

Debate ensucd. ‘
Question put and carried unanimeusly,

14, Tux Goveexor's Qeextse Srerrcu:—The Order of the Day Laving been read far the resumption
of the adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr, I*. Clarke, That the following Address-in-Reply
to the Governor's Opening Speech, as read by the Clerk, be now adopted by this House :—

“To Hig Excellency the Right Honorable Wrirriax, Barn Bracciame, Anight Commander of the

“ Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Gosernor and Commander-in-

) “ Chief of the Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies.

¥ May 11 riEsasE Yorr LXCELLENCY,— _ '

“ We, Her Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects, the Members of the Legisiative Assembly
“ of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled, desire to express our thanks for your Excellency's
* Bpeech, and 1o assure you of our unfeigued attachment to Her Most Gracious Majesty’s Throne
“and Person. '

“We desire to assure your Fxcellency that the various measures indicated in your
“ Excellency’s Speech shall receive our earnest cousideration, and the necessary provision for the
* Public Service will be made in duc course.

“We .join your Excelleney in the hope that, under Divine Providence, our endeavours may
“be guided to the enduring benefit of the Colony.”
Tpon which Mr, Reid had moved, That the Address be amended by the insertion of the following
worde, to stand paragraphs 3 and 4:—

* It is also a subject for regret that Ministers persisted in employing the services of Mr.
“ Yarwood as a member of the Committee to inquire into the public accounts, when they became aware
* that he had previously published a strong opinion upon one of the chief issues he was asked to try.

“We respectfully agree with your Excellency in the opinion that recent events have
““ shown the necessity for putting the Volunteer Forces of the Colony on a better footing; we,
* therefore, especially regret that roeent appointments to positions in the Volunteer Forces of New
“ South Wules seem to subordinate efliciency, morit, and patriotic service to other considerations, a
“ course calling for strong disapproval.”
And the Question being again proposed,—That the worda proposed to be inserted be so inserted,—
The House resnmed the said adjourned Debate.
Mr. Wilks moved, That this Debate be now adjourned.
Question put and passed. .
Ordered, that the Debate be adjourned until To-morrow, nnd (with the unanimous concurrence of the
House) take precedence of other business.

The House adjourned, at fourteen minutes before Eleven o'clock, until To-morrow at Four o'clock.

F. W. WERB, WILLIAM McCOURT,
Clerk of the Legislative dssembly, Speaker.
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‘1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr, Speaker took the Chair.

Musrerpar, Councrn or SYoer :—Mr. Wilson presented a Potition from J. M, Croed, Chairman

of o Public Meeting held in the city of Sydney, on the 15th May, 1000, at which it was resclved
that it was urgently necessary that such action should be taken by the Government and Parlia.
mont as will ensure the prompt; cessation of the existing mismanagement of Municipal affairs in
Sydney ; that the Municipal franchise should be similar to that for Parliamontary elections; that
tho Muyor should be elecied directly by the people; and that the Council ghould have extended
powars in the direction of demolishing and building dwellings; and praying the House to give
consideration to such resolutions.

Petition received.

2. Pumric Worrs Cosmirrre Brrerioy Bruo:—Mr, Watson, pursuant to leave granted on 13th

e

o

&

dune, 1000, presented o Bill, intituled “ 4 Biil fo make better provision for the election and
appointment. of Members of the Porlicmentary Standing Committee on Public Works, and for
prurposes consequent wupon and incidental fo that object,”'—which was read o first time.

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 10th July.

Punrie Moserrans (Vormee) Brun (Formal Motion) :~Mr. FitzGerald moved, pursuant to Notice,

That the Public Hospitals (Voting) Bill, which was infroduced in the Assembly during last
Session, but was interrupted before its completion by the ¢lose of the Session, be now reintrodnced
ab the stage it had reached at the tine of such interruption.

Qnestion put and passed.

Ordered, that the Bill be read a socond time on Tuesday, 21st August.

Justrces or fur Pract Resovau B (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Arthur Grifith moved, pursuant

to Notice, That leave be given to bring in o Bill to provide for the removal of persons from the
Commission of the Peace under certain cireumstances.
Question put and passed.

ArTachMENT 0F Wacss Anonmion Bun (Formel Motion) :—Mr. Arthwr Griffith moved, pursnant

to Notice, That the Attachment of Wages Abokition Bill, forwarded to the Tegislative Council
during a previous Nessivn, not having been finally dealt with because of the prorogation of the
Legislature, the following Mossage be sent to the Couneil :—Mr, President,—A. Bill, intituled,
 An Act o abolish Attachment of Wages,” forwarded to the Legislative Council for concurrence
during a previous Session of the present Prrliament, not having been finally dealt with because
of the prorogation of the Tiegislature, the Legislative Assembly requests that the said Bill be
proceeded with under the Council's Standing Orders in thai behalf.

. Question put and passed.

Messnge to the Legislative Council sent aceordingly.

6. CEsTRAT Pasvorar Luase Howwrses (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Thomas Brown moved, pursnant to
P

Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House o return furnishing the following

particulars with respect to the Central pastoral lease holdings :— '

(1.) Names and nrens of such lenschold holdings and their registered lessees,

(2.} Names of such holdings aver which an extension of leases has been granted under section 3

of 1895 Land Act, and terms of such extended leases.

(3.) Names of holdings on which conversions of pastoral leased lands info scrub lease areas have

been made, in terms of scebion 35 of 1889 Land Act, and subseciion vr of section 26 of 1895

Tand Act; also the avcas and torms of sneh serub leascs.

(4.) Names of holdings on which applieations for conversion into scrab lease areas have been

refus_(:d; the arcas ewmbraced in such applications, and reasons of refusal. 5
5.
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(5.) Names of holdings and areas embraced in scrub lease appiications not yet finally dealt with.
(6.) Names of holdings and area of resumed areas held under occupation license ; also area of
such Tands under reservation, and thereby debarred to scttlement.
(7.) Names of holdings and area of land which originully formed part of same, but which are now
held by the lessces as improvement leases ; also terms of such improvement leases.
(8.} Names of holdings, and area of alienated lands whicl originally formed part of same, and are
now held and worked in conjunction with such pastoral holdings.
Question put and passed.

7. Barmway Couumisstoxers Aveorxtyrst Brnn (Formal Hotion) :—-

(1) Mr. Quinn moved, pursuant fo Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend the
(Government Railways Act of 1888, in respect to the tenure of office of the Railway Commissioners
of New South Wales, ' ’

Question put and passed.

(2.) Mr. Quinn then presented s Bill, intituled * 4 Bill fo wmend the Government Kaiwuys Act
of 1888, in respect to the tenure of office of the Ruilway Commissioners of New Sowih Wales'—
which was read o first time.

Ordered to be printed, and read » second time on Tuesday, 7th August.

8. Tasour Uxtoxs Exmvrovius Provecrioy Binn (Formal Molion) :—Mr. Edden moved, pursuant to
Notiee, That the Labour Unions Employecs Protection Bitl, which was introduced in the Assembly
during last Session, bat was interrupted before its completion by the closc of the Sessior, be now
reintroduced at the stage it had reached at the time of sueh interruption.

(Juestion put and passed.
Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday, 2ist August.

9, Tar Goverxor's Qrexiye SvExcu:—The Order of ihe Day having been read for the resumption
of the adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr. I, Clarke, That the following Address-in-Reply
to the Governor's Opening Speech, ag read by the Clerk, be now adopted by this House : —

“ To His Exeellency the Right Honorable Wintisy, Eant Beavcuayr, Knight Commander of the
“ Most Distinguished Order of Saini Michael and Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-
“Ohief of the Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies.

“May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,— _

“ Wa, Her Majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, the Mombers of the Legislative Assembly of

% New South Wales, in Parliament assembled, desire to express our thanks for your Excellency’s

“Speech, and to assure you of our unfeigned attachment to Her Most Gracious Majesty’s Throne

“and Person.

“ We desire to assure yonr Iseellency that the various measures indicated in your

“ Txeelleney’s Speech shall receive our earnest consideration, and the necessary provision forthe

“ Public Service will be made in due course.

“ We join your Excellency in ile hope that, under Divine Providence, our endeavours may

“ be guided to the enduring benefit of the Colony.”

Upon which Mr. Reid had moved, That the Address be amended by the insertion of the following
words, to stand paragraphs 3 and 4 :—

“Tt is also a subject of regret that Ministers persisted in employing the services of Mr,
“ Yarwood as a member of the Committee to inquire into the Public Accounts when they beeame
“ aware that he had previously published a strong opinien upon one of the ehict issues he was
* asked to try.

“ We respeetfully agree with your Excellency in the opinion that recent events have shown
¥ {he necessily for putting the Voluntcer Forees of the Colony on a better footing ; we therefore
“ egpocially regret that recent appointments to positions in the Volunteer Forces of New South
“ Wales seem to subordinate efficiency, merit, and patviotic serviee to other considerations, a
“ course calling for strong disapproval.”

Aund the Question being again proposed,—That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted,~—
The House resumed the satd adjourned Debate.

And the House continuing to sit till after Midnight,—

THURSDAY, 21 JUNE, 1800, aan

Question put,—That the words proposed tv be inserted be so inserted—and Division ealled for,—
but there vot being Tellers on the part of the dyes, no Division could be had, and Mr. Speaker
declared the Question to have passed in the neqative.
Original Question,—That the Address-in.-Reply to the Governor’s Opening Speech, as read by the
Clerk, be now adopted by this House,~-put and passed. :
Sir William Lyne mformed the House that be had ascertained it to be the pleasure of the Governor
to irecl(:ive their Address-in-Reply to His Excellency’s Opening Speech on Tuesday nest at Four
o'clock.

10. Covmrrree oF Sgrrry:—Sir Willism Lyne moved, That this House will, on ite next sitling
day, resolve.itselt into the Committee of Supply.
Question put and passed.

11. Coumarrrer or Wars axp MzEaws :—=8ir Willlam Lyne moved, That this House will, on its next
sitting day, resolve ilself into the Committes of Ways and Means,
Question put and passed,

12, Casus acarvst Coxsrarcres McDosain axp MceGovery:—Sir William Lyne (by consent) moved
withont Notice, T'hat the papers in connection with the case of perjury against Police Constables
MeDonald and MeGovern, laid upon the Table on 19th June, 1900, be printed.

Question put and pasged. 13.
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13. RerrEsnwext Cornurrre (Sessional Order) :—Sir William Tyne moved, pursuant to Notice, That
the Refreshment Committce for the presens Session shall eansist of Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lee,
Mr. Hayes, Mr. Levien, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Aunstin Chapman, Mr. Piddington, Mr, Cann, Mr.
Meagher, and the Mover, with leave to sit during any adjournment, and anthority to act in matters
of mutual concernment with any Committee appointed for similar purposes by tho Legislative
Counetl.
Question put and passed.

14, Staxvixe Onrprrs Cosomrveer (Sessional Order) r--8ir William Lyne moved, pursnunt to esended
Notice, That the Standing Orders Committec for the present Session shall consist of Mr. Speaker,
Sir Joseph Abbott, Mr. See, Mr. Molesworth, Mr. McGowen, Mr. Crick, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Reid,
Mr. Cann, and the Mover, with leave to sil during any adjournment, to report in any matter or
thing referred to or pendiug before the said Commiltee, and te eonfer npou subjeets of mutual
concernment with any Commitice appointed for similar purposes by the Legislative Council, and
that Me. Speaker be empowered to convene meetings of the Committee,
Question put and passed,

15. Lasrary Commitaue (Sessional Order) ;—Sir Williin Lyne moved, pursuant to Notice, That the
Lilrary Committee for ihe prosent Session ehall consist of Mr. Speaker, Mr. Reid, Mr, Haynek,
Mr. Archibnld Campbell, Mr. Ashton, Mr. Croickshank, Mr. Arthur Griflith, Mr. Miller,
Mr. Waddell, and the Mover, with leave to sit during any adjournment, and authority and
power o act jointly with the Library Committec of the Legislutive Council, in accordance with the
Azzembly’s resolution of Gth August, 1562
Question put and passed.

16, PorsurNe Commurrk® (Sessional Order) :—Siv William Tiyne moved, pursuant to Notice,—

(1) That the Printing Committes for the present Session shall consist of Mr. Gormly, Mr,
Macdonald, Mr. Dight, Mr. Dugald Thomson, Mr. Jessep, Mr. Kidd, Mr. Millard, Mr. E. M.
Clark, Mr. Donaldson, and the Mover, to whom are hereby reforred all papers (except such as the
Standing Orders direct sball be printed, Reports from Select Commiltees on Private Bills,
Fstimates of Expenditure, and Estimates of Wagys and Means) which may be laid upon the Table
of the House. 1t shall be the duty of such Commitice to report from time to time which of the
ympers referred to them ought, in their opinion, to be printed, and whether in full or in abstract ;
and it shall be in the power of the Comnittee to order such papers, or abstracts thereof, to be
prepared for press by the Clerk in attendance upon such Commitice, und such papers or abstracls
shall be printed unless the House otherwise arder.

(2.)_That the Clerk of the Iouse shall cause to be printed, as o matter of course, all reports from
the Prinfing Committee.

Question pub aud passed.

17. Apjounsannt :—Sir William Lyne moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed. . . :

Fhe House adjourned accordingly, ab twenty-two minutes after Five o'¢lock nan, until Four
o'clock p.an. This Day,

¥. W. WEBBE, * WILLIAM McCOURT, |
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. _ Spealer.
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1, The HMouse met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Spealer took the Chair.

QUESTIONS :—

(1.) Country and Snburban Parks:—Mr. Aflleck asked the Seeretary for Lands,— :
(1.} How much of tho £10,000 voted on the last Estimates for country and suburban parks was
expended on the purchase of parks?
(2.) Yor what places were these parks purchased, what did each cost, and what was the area of
ench ?
(3.) How was the balance divided amongst the otlier suburbs and eleclorates, and what did each
receive ? .
(4.) Ylow many parks are there in each electorate, and the approximate area of each ? .
(5. How many parks had special sums voted for the purchase of same, where were they sitnated,
and what was tho approximate arca of each?

Mr. Hassall answered,—A. return is being prepared, giving the information applied for by the
Honorable Member, which will be laid upon the Table of the House next week. :

{2.) Office of the District Surveyor at Forbes :—Mr. Holman nsked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1.) Has he any objection to having a return prepared showing («) how many matters remitted to
the District Surveyor at Torbes on or before A1st March of this year are still nnreported wpon ;
(V) the date at which such questions were so remitted to the District Burveyor ?
(2.) If from such a return it should appear that the District Survey Officer at Forbes is
overburdened with worl, will he take steps to increase the staff there, with a view to avoiding
accumulation of arrears ? :

Mr. Hossall answered,—I have no objection ; but I think it will be suflicient if [ make full inquiry,
with a view of ascertaining whether the staff of the District Survey Office, Forbes, requires
strengthening. '

(3.) Moncys voted for Schedunle Roads:—Mr. Donaldson asked the Secrciary for Public Warke,—
© (1) Isita fact that all moncys voted for Schedule Roads and not cxpended early in June lapse
back into the Treasury ?
(2.) Considering the bad stale of the reads, owing to heary rains, will he prownise that all the
unexpended money will stand to the credit of the respective roads until it is spent ?
(3.) Will he instruct Road Superintendents to get ovt their road contracts earlier in the finaneial
year than is their custom at present ?

Mr. O’8gllivan answercd,—

(1.) All votes not expended by the 30th June of any year lapse according to law ; but instructions
have been issucd to local officers fo do all the work possible hefore 30th June.

(2.) This cannot be done; butif I obtain a substantial increase in the Road Vole any of the
Schedule Votes which may be unexpended at the end of the financial year will be made up by
special grants when the ensuing Estimatos shall have been passed.

(3.) Road Superintendents are advised of the amounts available immediately after Supply is granted
or t]he Appropriation Act is passed, and instructions arve given {or the expenditure to be proceeded
with ab once.

(4) Fractico of Medicine and Surgery :—Dr. Rosz asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Will the
Government take into consideration, with the view to the protecting of public health, the
expudiency of introducing a Bill during the present Session dealing with the important question
of regulating the practice of medicine and surgery, and other matters conneeted therewith ?

8ir William Tiyne answered,—This matter will receive consideration,
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(1) Is lie aware that o contract has been let to ringbark the whole of the valuable timber on
water reserve No. 1,880, parish of Nanami, Molong Distriet, county of Ashburnham, the most
valuable timber reserve in that Joeality ? .

(2.) 'Will he see that immediate steps are taken to prevent the destruction of useful and valuable
timber on this reserve, or until the opinion of the Progress Committec of Goolagong and Eugowra
i8 obtained on the matter ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—Nothing is known of ringbarking Dbeing effected on water reserve 1,380,
in the parish of Nanami, Wellington District, but inquiry will be made.

(6.) Appointment of Medical Oflicer, Molong District :-~Dr. Ross asked tho Colonial Secretary,—

(1) Has he reccived any complaints from Dr. Lamb, the Grovernment Medical Officer for Molong,
respecting the conduct of the Hospital Committes in repeatedly declining 1o appoint him as an
additionai medical officer for the Molong Hospital, in accordance with the wish of a large majority
of the public; if so, what action (if an¥) does he intend to take in the matter ?

(2.} Is he aware that a lot of ill-feeling and public dissatisfaction exists in Molong District at the
conduct of the Hospital Committee in continually refusing to entertain Dr. Tamb's applieation to
be appointed one of the medical officers to this institution, and will he bave a searching inquiry
maile mto the matter ?

(3.) 'Will hie cause, for the information of the publie, a full list of the names of subscribers to the
Molong Hospital to be laid upon the Table of this House ?

Mr, Sec answered,—

(1 and 2.) Inquiry has been made into the matters referred to, and a copy of the report was sent
1o the Commitiee of Management of the Hospital for any remarks they might wish to male, but
no reply has as yet been received from them.

(3.} Lwill erdeavour to obtain a list of the subseribers, and lay it npon the Table.

(7.) Bridge at Goolagong, on the Lachlan River :—Dr. Ross asked the Seeretary for Public Works,—

(L) When are steps likely to be taken to erect a bridge at Goolagong, on the Tachlan River ?

{2.) s he aware that the want of this bridge causes a serious loss and inconvenience to residents
in that locality ?

(3.) Is it mot a fach that on the Tachlan River at Forbes two bridges arc erected wiihin a distance
6f 5 miles, and yet the residents of Goolawong are 50 miles withoui a bridge, and unable to get
their produce to market, owing to their inability to cross the river ? .

Mr. O’Sullivan answered,—1 find that the papers relating to this bridge are with the local officer,
who will be instructed 1o report at ouce, and so soan as the information is reccived 1 will com-
munjcate with the llonorable Member.

(8.} Tand Loased al White Bay aund Jolmstone’s Bay :—Mr. Law asked the Secretary for Lands,—

(1.} Will he give the names of the lessees and the ferms and conditions upon which the Govern-
ment have Jeased land at the head of White Bay ?

(2.) What area does each lessee hold ?

(3.) Will he give siwilar information regarding the land at the head of Johnslone’s Bay,
Annandale ?

Sir Williom Lyne snswered,—

(1 and 2.) Land, about 250 feet by 200 foct, ab White Bay, has been leased to Messrs. Cowlishaw
Brothers for three years, from 2%nd November, 1897, at an annual rental of £250 ; and another
piece, 200 feet by 200 feet, to Mr. J. J. Maxwell, lease dating from 1st March, 1898, at an annual
rental of £10—the Grovernment collecting all wharfage and tonnage rates,

(3.) Land at Rozclle Bay (head of Johastone’s Bay), 300 feet by 300 fect, is leased to Messrs.
Langdon, Hepkins, and Tangdon, lease dating from 10th July, 1899, at a rental of £200 for the
first year, £250 for the second year, and £300 for the third vear.

(9.} Tublic Servants enditled to Pensions :—Mr. Law asked the Attorney-General,—How many

persons are there in the Public Service now who will on retirement be entitled to a pension ?

Mr. Wood answered,—Aceording to the last return 2445 officers are now contributing to the
Superannuation Accounf. If the Honorable Member will be so good as to refer to the Report of
the Public Service Board, which was laid upon the Table of the House Jast week, he will find on
pages 25, 26, and 27 a full statement of the present position of the Superannuation Fund.

. (10.) Serub Lease of A. Hope, near Condobolin :—Mr. Halman asked the Secretary for Lands,—Has

he any objection to laying upon the Table of this House all papers in connection with the granting
of A. Hope's scrul Jease near Condobolin ?

Mr. IMassall answered,—I have no objection; but the papers should be moved for in the usual
manner. -

(11.) Koorawatha-Gronfell Railway :—Mr. Holman nsked the Scerctary for Public Works,—

(1.} Mas his Department fixed any approximate date for the opening of the Koornwatha-Grezfell
Iine ? .

" (2) Would it not be possible, by ihcrcusing the labour employed there, to have the line available

for this senson’s wool traffic ? :

(3.) Can it be made available for this season’s harvest ?

Mr., O'Sullivan answered,—

(1) About April, 1901. .

(2.) 1t would be somewhat difficult; but I will make inquirics, and see if the work can be
expedited. : .

(3.) A portion will probably. be available. (12)
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{12.) Subseribers to the Telephone Systein :—DMr. Holman asked the Postmaster-General,—
(1.) 1s he aware of the fact that dissatisfied subseribers to the telephone ayatem have been recently
informed that “if not pleased with the service they can be disconnected 7
(2.) Are such replies issued with his approval ?

(3.) Idoes ho regard this as “ specific performance © of the coniract entered into with subseribers
by hiz Department?

Mr. Fegan amswered,—No; only in one very special ense, where a subscriber, in arrear with his
rent, made a complaini, and on nvestigation his line was found to be working satisfactorily.

(13.) Officers of the Land and Tncome Wax Departmeni :—Mr. Holman asked the Attorney-
-Greneral,—Is it the intention of the .Government, in their Bill dealing with the Civil Service, to
place the officers of the Land and Income Tax Departments on the permanent staff ? '

Ay, Wood answered,—Yes.

(14.) Police Superannuation Fond and Police Reward Fund:—Mr. Willis asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—
(1) Is it a fact that the Police Superannuation Fund and the Police Reward Fund arein a
liopelessly insolvent condition ? . .
(2.} Is it a fact that Lor the past thirty years, the Police have had 3 per cent. deducted from their
salaries, being 2 per cent. legally deducted under the Police Regulation Act of 1862 (25 Vie.
No. 16), and 1 per cent. under & promise from the Government that the Government would make
the funds self-supporting ?
(3.) Have the Government ever assisted these funds financially, and to what extent?
(4.} Hag the promise (if made) of the Government referred to in No. 2 been kept ?
(5.) Ts it a fact that there arc now many men of all ranks awaiting superannuation, of whom
many have well and faithfully served their full period, who have been taxed all that time ?
(6.) If so, does he intend to take steps o keep fuith with these men by putting the fund upon a
solvent basis ?

Sir Willian Lyne answered,—

(1) The funds are at the present time exhausted, and the revenue is unequal to meet the charges,
(2 and 4) Three per cent. has heen deducted sinee the lst July, 1868, There was no such
promise. '

(3.) Yes. Sums have been voted annually for the past three years to meet elaims.

{5.) Yes.

{t.) The matter is being considered.

(15.) Hours of Work and Holidays to Railway Employees :—Mr. W, W. Davis asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—Will he take inlo early consideration the advisability and the justice of trepting with
the Railway Commissioners, with a view to legislate as to the hours of work and the holidays to
all railway employees, as at present earried out in the County of Cumberland ?

Sir Willizm Lyne answered,—I am informed that regulations already existin regard to holidays in
the Railway Service, All employees are allowed a haliday for all days generally plociaimed; and,
in addition, many grades receive six additional good-conduct holidays. The concessions to
employees on the New South Wales lines are most Iiberal. The employees in the Metropolitan
Division have had extra holiday privilezes recently in connection principally with the departure of
contingents to South Africa, but the occurrences were exceptional, and no reason existed for their
extension to all districts,

"(16.) Police Superannuation and Reward Fuuds:—Mr. W, W, Davis asked the Colonial Secrotary,-—

‘Will he give early consideration to the Pelice Superannuation Fund and the Polico Reward Fund ?
Mr. See answered,—Yes, ‘ ‘ . '

(17} Mandurama-Gallymont Read :— Afr. Willis, for Mr. Waddell, asked the Secrétnry Tor Publie
Works,—liow much money was granted for the vear commencing on Ist July, 1899, for the
Mandurama-Gallvmont Road, and how much has been spent? -

Mr. (Sullivan answered —The information required can only be obtained from the local officer.
I have given instroctions for him to furnish rame, and upon its receipt I will send a reply to the
Honorable Member. .

(13.) Reduetion of Fares and Goods Rates on the Railways:—Mr. Haynes asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—Seeing the extensive patronage on the railways during holiday seasons—a period of
reduced rates, will he ascertain whether it is not expedient as an experiment in permanent wholly
reduced rates to try for a period of threc months a reduetion of one-third, or of one-half, in tho
passenger and goods rates on all raibway lines in New South Wales ?

Sir Willinm Lyne aoswered,—As the Honorable Member is no doubt aware, the fixing of rates is
a matter largely determined by the Railway Comunissioners. 1 have ascertained their views in
regard to the Honorable Member's proposal, but they are unwilling to make such g radieal experi-
ment a5 suggested, and consider that, if tried, it would be most prejudicisl to the Railway revenue.

(19.) Pastoral Leases in the Central Division :—Mr. Haynes asked the Secretary for Lands,~Will
he lay upon the Table of this House, if possible within the next week, a list of the various pastoral
leases in the Central Division.whose term expires within the next nine months, counting from the
present date? ’

Mr. Hassall answored,—A return, giving the information sought by the Honorable Member, is
being prepared, and will be laid upon the Table of the House with the least possible delay.
(20.)
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(20.) Appointment of & Second Master in Equity :—DMr. Haynes asked the Attorney-General,—
(I.) Is he aware that great loss and inconvenience are occasioned the public by reasen of
coptinuous delays in Equity appeals ?

(2.) Ts he aware that the services of o second Master in Equity are urgenily needed, owing to the
excessive amount of duty now imposed on the present Master, and will he give immediate
attention to the matter ? ‘
Mr. Wise answered,—I am making inquiries. "Will the Honorable Member kindly repeat his
Question next week.

(21.) Employces of the Telegraph Construction Branch:—Mr. Spence nsked the Postmaster-
General,—
(1) Ts he aware that men are employved in the Telegraph Construction Branch at less than the
minimum wage-rate paid in the Public Warks Department ?
(2.) Will he give instructions that the minimum rate be raised to that fised by the Works
Department ? ' .
Mr. Fegan answered,—Less than the minimum rate of wage is only paid to inexperienced men
when taken un trial, and, if found suitable, they nre advanced to the minimum rate.

(22.) Chinese working on Sundays :-~Mr. Samuel Smith asked the Colenial Seeretary,—
(1) Is he aware that Chinese factory operatives work in factories on Sundays within the
metropolitan district?
(2.) Will he iustrnct the Police to enforce the provisions of the Sunday Observance Aet?
Mr. See answered,—The following answers have been supplied by the Inspector-General of
Police : —
(1) Yes.
(2.) The law is practically inoperative.

(23.) Pallal Pastoral Holding :-~Mr. Moore asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1.) Was an area withdrawn from Pallal Pastoral Holding, under seetion 3 of the Crown Lands
Act, 1893, for settlement ?
(2.} If ro, on what date ?
(3.) What was the number of acres?
(4.) Was an extension of lease, in virtne of such withdrawal, aranted to the pastoral iessec; if so,
what extension P
(5.) Has the withdrawn area been made available for scttlement ; if not, why not ?
Mr. Hassall answered,—
(1.) Yes. .
(2.) By Gazette notice of 16th July, 1898,
(3.} 19,000 acres.
{4.) Yes, for sixteen months.
(5.} Not yet, as an exchange involved in it has not yet been completed, but steps are being taken
to have the matter completed with as little delay as possible.

(24.) Flogging of Prisoners for Breaches of Discipline:—Mr. Holman asked the Minister of
Justice,—
(L} Bas he any objection to laying upon the Table of this House a refurn showing in how many
cases during 1899 prisoners undergoing sentence have been sontenced to floggings by Visiting
" Justices for breaches of discipline ? .
(2.) In how many easos have floggings been so inflicted for other offences ?
Mr. Wood answered,—I will presently lay a return upon the Table of the House giving the
. desired information.

(25.) Casze of William Creswell:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
{1.) Has the Cabinet considered the recommendations made by the membera of the Royal
Commission appointed to inquire into the case of Willidim Creswcll P
{2.) Jf not, will its members do so at an early date, with the view of adopting such recom.
nendations ?

Sir William Lyne answered,~The report hag not been considered by the Cabinet, as it wns deemed
advisable to lay it upon the Table first, which will be done presently.

(26.) Registration of Persons irading as Companies and nnder Partnerships:—Mr. J. C. L.
Pitzpatrick asked the Colonial Treasurer.—1oes he intend this Session to introduce a Bill to secure

- the registration of the names in full of all persons trading as companies and under partnerships
in all lines of business earried on throughout the Coleny of New South Wales?

Sir William Lyne answered,—Yes. The Bill is now in the hands of the draftsman.

(27.) Registration of Wholesale Produce and Fruit Agents:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the
Secrctary for Mines,—Will he at an carly datfe introdaee a Bill lo render compulsory the regis-
tration of wholesale prodnce and fruit agents; aleo to compel such agents to establish trust
accounts into whieh fo pay the returns of sales on behalf of constituents ?

Mr. Fegan answered,—The matter has not yet been under the attention of the Department; bui
Y shall have the question loaked into. .

" (28} Payment to Mr.J. C: Neild, M.L.A., for Report on Old Age Pensions:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick
asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) Has any payment whatever been made to Mr. J. C. Neild, M.I. A., for his work in compiling
and collecting facts and general information for his report on Old Age Pensions ?
(2.) Has any portion of the sum of nearly £200, which the translation of mavy forcign documents
included in the abovenamed report, been paid ?

v : @)
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(3.) Has Mr. Neild been rcimbursed as much as the price of the ink and postage used and
employed in the execution of this work ?

(4.) 18 it a fact that this work has been acknowledged ou all sides as one of great value and
gervice ?

Mr. See answered,— .

(1 and 8.) Only the amount which was repaid by him on the 30th August, 1889, viz., £350.

(2.) Yes; £39 to F. Falconer. #£142 will be provided on the coming Estimates.

(4.) 1 am led to believe that the report contains a large amount of valuable information.

(29.) Amendment of the Libel Law :—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Attorney-General,—
(1.} Will he this Scssion iniroduce and earry into law the Bill some timo since passed by the
Legislative Couneil amending the libel law of New South Wales ?
(2.) If no¥, will be himself frame and introduce a Bill having this object in view ?

Mr. Wise answered,—Yes; if time will permit.

(30.) Proposed Exchange of Cremorne Foreshores:—3r. J. C. T. Filzpatrick‘ asked the Secrelary
for Lande,— .
(1.} Has any decision yet been arrived at with reference to the proposed exchange of Cremorne
foreehores for adjacent land, the property of the Milson famity ?
{2.) It not, when may such decision be looked for?

Mr. Hassall answered,—I have given no decision in this case, asaction on my part has bcen-delayed
through the matter having becomo the subject of public meetings and depatations, and I have no
desire to prevent cither of the respective parties from stating thoir views in connection with the
proposal.

(38L.) Cost of Dispatch of Troops to South Africa:—Mr. J. C. L. Titzpatrick asked the Colonial
Treasurer,— . ‘
(1.) What has been the total cost to date of the dispateh of troops to South Afriea, including
(a) charges incurred in equipping, maintaining, transporting, and paying allowances to officers and
men of the several Contingents; and (3) all other charges incidental thereto ?
(2.) How many officers and how many men were so dispatched ? )
(3.) What amount did the Government pay in connection with the dispatch of the Bushmen's
Contingent ?
(4.) From what source does the Government propose fo realise the funds to pay the cost of
dispateh, maintenance, &c., of these troops ?
Sir William Lyne answered,—This information will be prepared and laid upon the Table in the
form of a return.

(32.) Importation of Horses from Queensland :—Mr, Norton asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) Is it a fact that, while horses conveyed by ships from Queensland are allowed to enter New
South Wales ports, owners of other horses arc dobarred from bringing their animals aeross the
Queensland Border into this Colony ?
(2.) 1s he awnre that this restriction i prejudically affecting those settlements whose mainstay is
the Border traflic ?

Mr, Fegan answered,—
(1.) The only Queensland horses which are allowed to enter New South Wales by sea from the
Quecnsland quarantined area are horses which are in actun] work—such as race-horses, saddle-
horses, &c.  Before shipment they must have been inspected and smeared in Queensland, and are
again exunined and smeared on arrival at Sydney or Newenstle, the only ports at which they ean
land.  Horses of {his class can enter the Colony at any crossing on our Border, even out of the
quarantined ares, after inspection and emearing.
-(2.) The restriction referred to may affect to some slight extent the settiers on a small portion of
the Border, but the regulation is necessary if this Colony is to be protected from the inroad of the
© tick. Dr. Tidswell having reported that the ticks proctienlly develop on horses the same as upon
cattle, the Department cunsiders that the continuance of the regulation is necessary for the
preservation of the stock of the Colony.

(83.) Dcbates of the Imperial Parliament on the Federal Commonwealth of Australia Bill:—
Mr. Norton asked tho Colonial Treasurer,—Will he have placed in the hands of Honorable
Members full reports of the debates in both Houses of the Imperial Parlinment on the Federal
Commonwealth of Australia Bill, together with a copy of that Bill as finally cnacted ?

Sir William Lyne answered,~——There is no objection to the adoption of the course sugmested:

(34.) Flogging of Prisoner in Goulburn Gaol : —Mr. Norton asked the Minister of Justice,—Will he
call for, and Jay same upon the Table of this House, n report on the circumstanees attending the
flogging of prisoner Neo. 302 in Goulburn Gaol ?

Mr. Wood answered,—Yes. The papers will be laid upon the Table presently.

(35.) Land Exchange at Nyang:—Mr. Norton asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1) How often was the Nyang exchange refused by the Deniliquin Land Board before being
granted by the late Miuister for Tands, Mr. Carruthers, Member for $t. George ?
(2.) Was the said exchange sauctioned by the late Minister for Lands, nobwithstanding adverse
reports of the Local Land Board and the Departmental officials ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—1'he papers in this case are somewhat voluminous, and I have not had

time to read them through and master all the details, It appears, however, that on two occasiona

certain proposals for exchange were referred to the TLand Board for report, and that on the last
oceasion
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oceasion the Board pointed out that the proposal did not sufliciently tend to consolidate the free-
hold lands of the applicant, and that he was secking an undue proportion of frontage to the Edward

 River. Subsequently a modification of the proposals came under diecussion, and after a special
report had been obtained from the surveyors of the distriet Mr. Carruthers approved of a modified
exchange, which was considered to have sufliciently met the Board’s objections,

_(86.) Compensation to cx-prisoner Gibson.:—Mr. Norton asked the Minister of Justice,—Has he

considered the advisability of acting upon the suggestion of His Honor the Chief Justice that some
compensation should be given to ex-prisoner Gibson for the loss of his eye through no default or
negligence of his own while serving a sentence at Trial Bay ?

Mr. Wood answered,~I do not read the remarks of the Honorable the Chief Justice as suggesting
that Gibson should be given compensation. It appears that the aceident did not oceur through
auy negligence whatever on the part of any of the Government officials.

(87.) Vote for Public Parks and Recreation Reserves :—Mr. Thomas Brown asked the Secretary for

Tiands,—Will he lay upon the Table of this House & return showing,—

(1.) The amount granted to each clectorate from the Public Parks and Reecrcation Reserves Vote
for the year 1898-9°?

{2.) Also the amount granted to each clectorate from the Public Parks and Recreation Reserves
Vote for the year 1869-1800?

Mer, Hassall anawered,—Yes ; T will presently lay upon the Table of this House a return giving the
information sought by the Honorable Member.

(88.) Working of the Felophone Exchange :—Mr. E. M. Clark asked the Pestinaster-General,—

(1.) Tait a fact that o Board of Tnquiry was lately appointed to inquire into the working of the
Telephone Exchange ?

(2) Is it a fact that such Board only inquired into and reported upon the mechanical branch of
the Department ? .

(3.) Is it afact that considerable dissatisfaction exists as to the working of this exchange by
switch assistants and othera; and will he also cause an inquiry to be made mte the clerical and
administrative work of same ? '

Mr. Crick answered,—

(1.) Yes.

(2.) No; the following were the instructions to the Board : “ to report ugou the present troubles
“jn connection with our telephone system, nscertaining the cause,and whether the delays and other
“irregularities are unavoidable ”; and their report—a summary of which has already appeared in
the Press—conforined with the above instructions.

{3.) T regret that troubles still exist in connection with our telephione system, caused mainly by
the new switchboard not yet being in satisfactory working order. It has not yet been formally
iaken aver from the contractor, and the Government is holding £5,250 out of a contract sum of
£12,500, pending the board being handed over to the Department in a satisfactory condition, T
am, however, glad to find that the service is gradually improving, and am in great hopes that in
the course of a short time the whole telephone service will be in an efficient condition.

(89.) Medical Officers under the Board of Health :— Mr. Nobbs, for Mr. Whiddon, asked the Colonial

Treasurer,—
(1.) What is the number of medical officers at present employed by the Board of Healih, exclusive
of Dr, Ashburton Thowpson ?
(2.) How many additional medical men have been emploved during the bubonie plague trouble ?
{8.) Will he be good enough to stato the name and the salary attached to each medical officer
other than the chief?

© (4) Were any additional expenses or fees granted to any of the medieal officers; if so, how much
per day was paid to each of the medical gentiemen ?
(0.) Is Dr. Kesteven employed in connection with the Health Departmeut ; if so, where, and what

remuneration is he receiving; if he is not now employed, when were his services dispensed with ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—

(1.y Eleven.

(2.) Eighteen.

(3.) Principal Assistant Medical Officer of the Government (Dr¥rank Tidswell), £300; Port
Health Officer, Sydney (Dr. W, Peirec), £315, allowanee for quarters, £60; Port Health Officer,
Neweastie (Dr. R. U, Russell), £226; Dr. Shells, Dr. Barker, Dr. Grieves, £3 38, a day each ;
Dr. Salter, £4 ds. o dav; Mr. Harvey, £3 35, a day; Mr. Charles P. B. Clubbe, £26 5s. for each
visit.paid in consultation to the Quarantine Hospital ; Dr. Pardy and Dr. Corlis, £1 1s. for each
vessel examined and reported upon.

(4.} Three temporary medical officers received a lodging allowance of 11s, 3d. a day; the Medieal
Officer of Tlealth for the Metrapolitan District was allowed £1 11s. 6d. a day, and a lodging
allowanee of s 34, n day, in consideration of his underiaking certain plague duties additional to
his ordinary municipal duties.

(5.) No. 12th November, 1899.

(40.) Aeccidents with Electric Trams :— 2fr. Nobls, for Mr. Whiddon, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.} The number of accidenis since the introduction of the electric trams?

- (2.) The number of fatal cases during that period ?
(3.} Were these accidents attributable in any way to the went of proper regulation of the strect
tratfie on the routes through which these trams passed ?
(+) W"lhen is it his intention to infroduce the Bill dealing with the question of vehicular traffic
cererally ?

Sir
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Sir Willinm Lyne answered,—

(1.) Seventy-six.

(2.) Eleven.

(3 and 4.} The control of the vehicular traffic in the streets iz generally admitted to be in an
unsntisfactory state, and a Bill has been prepared with a view of dealing with the matter.

(41.) Presentation to Mr. C. Delohery :—Mr. Byrne agked the Attorney-General,-—
(1) Has his attention been drawn to a Press report of a presentation made to Mr. C. Delohery
by officials recently subordinates of his in the Metropolitan Police Courts?
(2.} In view of Mr. Delohory’s present position as a member of the Public Service Board, does the
Premier approve of that gentleman’s action; if not, will he, in the interest of pure administration,
intimate to the Board the advisableness of Mr. Delohery abstaining from all participation in
matters affceting the subscribing officials in question ?

Mr., Wise answered,—Neither Sir William Lyne nor myself have had our attention ealled
to this matter ; but we are quite sure that in making this presentation thers was no intention to
interfere with the purity of administration, and we fcel assured that such o presentation could not
have that effect.

(42.) ¥ee for Renppraising Holdings :—Mzr. Rose asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1.} 1e it his intention to maintain the fixed charge of £2 for reappraising holdings of 40 acres
and other smaller areas ?
(2.) What is the objection to a graduated scale of charges ?

Mr. Hassall answered,~J1 have not been supplied with good reasens for reducing the fees, which
are already regarded as small. There is no desirc to ask for heavy fees, or fees out of proportion
to the cost which the Crown will have to incur ; but, as already explaimed, the actual expense of an
appraisement does not rise or fall in exact proportion to the ares, and thie is the objection to a
reduction of fee, snd to a epecially graduated scale of fees aceording to acreage.

(48.) Case of the Dismissal of J. W. Bailey :—DMr. Edden asked the Sceretary for Mines,—
(1) Hae J. W. Bailey, of Merewether, requested the Honorable the Minister for Mines to
“ appoint a competent Court composed of practical experienced men,” to inquire into and report
upon the following questions : —
(L) Whether J. 'W. Bailoy was dismissed for finding and reporting gas in the Newcastle
Conl Company’s A. Pit?
(2.) Whether the chief and senior inspectors did their duty in urging J. W. Bailey to see
Mr. Keightley, general manager of the Neweastlo Coal Company ?
(8.) Whether it is legal to boycott J. W. Bailey for complying with the Coal Mines Regulation
Act in reporting {lte existence of gas?
(4.) Whether the Mines Department is under any responsibility with regard to the enforced
idleness of the above for a period of twelve monthe ?
(2.) Is it his intention 1o appoint sueh Court; if not, why not ?

Mr. Fegan answered,—

(L) Yes. 1 may point out in regard to the four questions put by Mr. Bailey—
(1) This was dealt with by the court of investigation.
(2.) The officers did not urge Mr. Bailey; they mercly suggested the ndvisableness of the
course. Mr. Keightloy wished the matters complained of thoroughly investigated in their
presence, and assured them that any officinl found guilty of viclating the Act or deceiving the
ingpectors would be dismissed or reduced. As proof of the desire for a full inquiry, the
company at the court of investigation consented to the admission of evidenee elearly outside
the scope of the inquiry. It was not intended that such an inquiry should close the matter ;
further action wounld have most certainly been taken if the circomstances ad ealled for it.
At the inception of the maiter. when Mr. Bailey was seeking to be reinstated on the day-
shift, he expressed to my predecessor in office a wish to sec Mr. Keightley, and said that if
that gentleman knew all the facts he thought he would put him back to his old position.
(8.) The Mines Depsrtment has no power to deal with such a question, My, Bailey’s own
evidence concerning his conduct is not likely to have induced employers to offer him a position
of responsibility or trust.
(4.) Nomne whatever, and Mr. Bailey has already been treated with more than ordinary con-
sideration by the Department,

(2.} In answer to Question No. 2, T can only reply that the Minister for Mines, under the Ceal

Mines Regulation Act, has no poser to appoint sueh o Conrt.

(44.) Public Road leading from Molong River Settlement, [i-tree Creek, Borenore Cresk, &e.:—
Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Lands,—Ys he aware that the public road leading from the
Molong River Settlement, Ti-tree Creek, Borenore Creek, &c., &c., by the Catholic Church School
and Convent, to the railway station at Borenove, is closed by the railway line leading from Orange
to Molong ; and, if it is closed, will he see 1hat it iy opened to fhe public ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—1 am not aware; but if the railway blocks the road, and interferes with
traffie, the Railway Commissioners would probably satisfactorily deal with the matter if it were
brought under their notice.

(45.) Legeal Proceedings againet Farmers for Unpaid Assessments, Molong District :—Dr. Ross
asked tho Secretary for Mines,—
(1) 1s he aware that the Molong Pasture and Stoek Proteciion Board has decided fo take legal
proceedings agninst defaulters for the recovery from small farmers and settlers of the balance of
uupaid assessment for last year, and that the ussessment for the present year, fixed in May last, be
called in by the 15th August?
(2)
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(2.) Will he see that no such harsh proceedings ave allowed to be enforced, seeing that farmers
and small stock-owners during last and previcus years bave suffered severely from %)rotracted
droughts, low price for farm produce, and the difficulty of placing farm preduce on the market
owing to the bad and impassable state of the roads in the district ? )

(3.) Is it the intention of the Government to'take any steps to bave the Diseases in Sheep Act
repealed ; if so, when?

Mr. Fegan answered,— )

(L and 2.) T am not aware; but I would point out that the Pasture and Stock Boards of the
Colony are appointed to administer their own affairs, and deal with their own funds. I will,
howerer, bring the matter referred to by the Ifonorable Member under the attention of the
Molong Board. . '

(3.) Tt is the intention of the Government to introduce a mensure to amend this Act at the first
opportunity.

{46.) Cure for Bubonic Plague by Dr. Beech :—Mr. E. M, Clark asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

(1.) Is it a fact that a Dr. Beech, of this city, in March last offered the Board of Health to supply
s medicine free of charge, and to instruct nurses as to its use, asserting that it would cure the
warst eage of plague within two days?

(2.) s it a fact that after the lapse of some time, with the plague at its full height, the Board of
Health declined the offer; and, if so, why?

(3.) Will he, in view of the positive assertion of Dr. Beech that he can cure the dread plague, take
steps to give him an opportunity to prove his remedy should any further cases of plague arise ?

Sir Williain Lyne answered,—

(1.) An herbalist named Beech did make such an offer and such assertions.

(2 and 8.) Yes. The Board had no power to hand over members of the public of whom they had
charge, while they were suffering from plague, to the care-of an unregistered. practitioner for
experimental purposes.

(47.) Circular Quay Accident Inquiry Board :—Mr. E. M. Clark asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

Has any effect been given to the recommendation of the Circular Quay Aceident Inquiry Beard,
appointed in September lust, that an officer should be immediately appointed to systematically
ingpeet and deal with the whole of the Government wharfls, jetties, and stages in the Metropolitan
District ; if so, who has been appointed, what are the duties of the officer, and does he submit
periodical reporis as to the safety or otherwise of such wharfs, jetties, and stages ?

8ir Willitam Lyne answered,—Yes. Mr. Angus Moir was appointed Inspector of Wharfs, Jetties,
and Stages in Fobruary last, his duties being the examination of all wharfs, &c., in the Metropolitan
arean. Poriodical reports are furnished by Mr. Moir.

(48.) Employment of Monitors, Telephone Exchange Office : —Mr, E. M. Clark asked the Postmaster-
Greneral,—
{L.) What number of monitors are employed in the Telephone Exchange head office ?
(2.) What 1s the muximum and minimum salary paid ; and is same fixed by regulation ?
(3.) Were increases recommended some three years ago ; and is it a fact that no eficet has been
given to such recommendntion ? _ o
(4.) ‘What are the dutics of monitors ; and will he consider the advisability of changing the name
to that of overseer ? .

Mr. Crick answered,—

(1) Seven.

(2.} Mazimom, £1435 ; minimum, £96; not fixed by regulation; but determined by the Public
Service Board on Departmental reports. .

(3.) The salaries of all have been increased during the last two years and a half, and further
increnses have been sanctioned from 1st July next, subject to the necessary funds being voted.
{4.) Checking switch attendauts and generally assisting in the supervision and work of the
Exchange. The matter of changing the designation will be considered.

(49.) Special Grant to the Pierce Mewmorial Nurses Home, West Maitland :—Mr, Gillics asked the
Colantal Secretary,—-
(1.) Isib a fact that the late Colonial Seeretary, prior to vacating office, placed the sum of £300
upon the Estimates as a special grant in aid of the Pierce Memorial Nurses Home in Wesi
Maitland ?
{2} 1f s0, why was the recomwendation of the Honorable J. 7. Brunker, late Colonial Secretary,
not earried out by the present occupant of the offiee ? '

Mr. See auswered,—An amocunt was placed upon a list with other applications for grants out of
the Vote for Special Grants for Country and Suburban Hoepitals, £9,000, to be distributed when
the Vote was passed by the House; but after the Estimaies had been passed 4 point was raised by
the Auditor-General in several cases, of which this was one, with regard to the legality of paying
an amount from the Hospital Vote to a home of this kind, as it could not be classed as o hospital,
and any grant in aid of such institutions would require 2 specific Vote by Parliament.

(50.) Grading of Oflicials of the Teleplone Staff :—Alr. Rose, for Mr. Austin Chapman, ashed the
Postmaster-General,—Have the oflicials in the Telephoiie Staff been graded by the Public Service
Board ; if so, is it a fact that officials with long services are atill receiving very low ealaries, while
others, with mueh shorler service and less responsible positions, are receiving larger amounts ?
Mr, Crick answered, —This 18 a matier for the Public Service Board : DLut in any case a searching
Investigation into the length of service of the telephone staff would have to be made before the
Question could be replied to. ‘

(81.)
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(51.) Telephone Tunuels:—23fr. J, O. L. Fitzpatrick, for Mr. Spruson, asked the Postmaster-
General,—
(L) What length of telephone tunnels it was originally proposed to construct ?
(2.) How much of this length has been completed to date ?
(3.) Js the portion which has been completed and brought into use the success it: was expected to
be when the work was first undertaken ¥
Mr. Crick answered,—
(1.} To the Exchange and railway station.
(2.) The whole.
(3.) Yes.

(52.) Adulteration of Beer in Meibourne :—Dr. Ross asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(3.) Has his attention been drawn to a paragraph appearing in the issue of the Daily Telegraph
of the 20th June, to the effect that “ an analytical examination disclosed that 40 per cent. of the
“ draught beer and 34 per cent. of bottled beer manufactured in Melbourne is adulterated with
“sahieylic aeid " ?
(2.) Will he see that beer manufactured in Syduey is subjected to a similar analytical cxamination
for the protection of public health?
Sir William Lyne answered,—
(1) No.
(2.) New South Wales beers have been taken for analysis from time to time, and so far mo
salicylic acid has been found in them.

(53.) Deathe of valuable Iorses from eating Chaff composed of Twine and Wire:—Dr. Ross asked
the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) Is he awnre that of Jate years a large number of valuable horses have died through eating
chaff containing bits of twine, knots of fwine, and small picces of wire (with which hay and straw
is usually bound) being left in the chaff in the act of cutting with steam chaff-cutting machines ?
(2.} Will he sce that this dangerous practice {and wholesals sacrifice of valuable horses) is put
a stop to, and that before hay or straw is eut info chaff with steam chaff-cutting machines the
twine and wire is first removed, and that dealers in chafl give a guarantee to the buyer that the
chaff contains none of those foreign and dangerous substances ?
Mr. Fegan answered,—
{1.) T am given to understand that denths have occurred from the cause stated.
(2.} 1 do not well see how the Government could control such a practice. It appears to be more
a matter for the buyer to see that he obtains produce which do not contain these substances.

(51) Cablegram io the late Premier respecting Clause 74 of the Constitution Bill:—Mr, O'Conor,
for Mr. Piddington, asked the Colonial T'reasurer,—
(1.) Ts it true that the Right Honorable G. H. Reid, when Premier of this Colony, withheld from
public notice & communication, by way of eablegramn or letter, from the Sceretary of Stafe for the
Colonies, in reference to the Tmperial objeetion to clausc 74 of the Constitution Bili ?
(2.) Is it also true that the contents of the communication referred to were not forwarded to the
(zovernments of the other Australian Colonies ?
(3.} Will the Premier lay this paper upon the Table of the Housc?
Sir William Lyne answered,— v
(1.) Tt is presumed that the Honorable Member refers to a document referred to in the following
extract from a recent speech of the Right Honorable the Secretary of Statc for the Colonies :—
“ In 1897, when the Premiers eame here, I had the honor of discussing it with them. Some public
“ reference to it was made in the papers laid before this House, but the conversations on the subject
“ were, as a rule, of the nature of private communication. At the request of Mr. Reid, who was,
- ‘“ aa it were, the dean of the representatives from Australia, being Prime Minister of the mother
“ Colony of New Bouth Wales, I handed to him n memorandum, on the part of Her Majesty's
“ Grovernment, of the amendments to the draft proposal we had seen, which we thought were
“ destrable, and 1 especially called his attention to the probability that the Imperial Parliament
“ would think it its duty 1o interfcre if there were any limitation of the rizht of appeal. (Hear,
“ hear). In this memorandum I quoted a passage from memoranda of the Privy Council, which
“ gave in suceinet terms the main objection to any proposal of the kind.” Mr. R. E. O'Connor, a
member of the Drafting Committee of the Federal Convention, has been referved to, and states that
he hag some recollection of Mr. Reid submitiing o confidential document to the Committee, in
which certain objections to parts of the Commonwealth Bill by the Imperial Government were set
out. Au officer of the Treasury informs me that, by Mr. Reid's instruction, he obinined a confi-
dential paper ot Parliament House, addressed to Mr. Reid, and banded same to Mr. Barton. This
wag about the end of the sitling of the Convention in Sydney in September, 1897,
(2.) No official record exists of such communication having been made.
(3.) T have not been able to trace the whereabouts of the paper, and cannoi make any promise as
to tabling it uutil T have had an opportunity of perusing the contents. T have ascertained that it
is a paper which analysed mearly all the clauses of the Commonwealth Bill as it was passed in
Adelaide, and referred also to the Canadian Constitution. I cannot find the document, but perhaps
my Right Honorable friend the Leader of the Opposition way know something of it. I did try
to-day to find the document, but I could not.

2. Liguor Act :—The following Petitions,—praying for the amendment of the Liquor Act so:as to
’ provide, firstly, for a reduction of the hours of sale in public-houses aud places held by wine
licensees, and, sccondly, to ensure more effective Sunday closing,—were presented by the Members
nomed :—
(1.) By Mr. Newman—From certain residents of Spring Terrace.
(2.} By Mr. Jessep—From Wm. Sidaway, Chairman, and Ernest Percy, Secretary of © Hearts of
Oak” Lodge of Independent Order of Good Templars, meeting at Waverley.
(3.) By Mr. Jesscp—From certain residents of Waverley.
Petitions received, _ 3.
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3. PaPERS :—
Sir William Lyne laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Statement of Payments made from the Treasurer's Advance Account for November, 1899,
(2.} Statement of Payments made from the Treasurer's Advance Account for 1Yecember, 1809.
{3.) Statement of Payments made /rom the Treasurer's Advance Account for January, 1900.
(4.) Statement of Payments inade from the Treasurer’s Advance Account for February, 1900.
(5.) Statement of Payments made from the Treasurer's Advance Account for March, 1900.
(6.) Sfatement of Payments made from the Treasurer’s Advance ‘Account for April, 1900.
{7.) Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for construction of
a Loop in connection with duplication of the Dulwich Hill Tramway.
(8.) Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for Water Supply
for the South-western Railway at Marrar.
(9.) Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for grade improve-
ments on the Great Southern Railway at Demondrille.
{10.) Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for improvements
in the station arrangements at Pennant Hills, .
(11.) Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for grade improve-
ments on the Great Southern Railway at Nubba.
(12.) Notifieation of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for grade improve.
ments on the Great Westorn Railway, between Gresham and Newbridge.
(13.) Notification of resumption of Jand, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for improving
gtation arrangements on the Great Northern Railway at Llangothlin,
{14.) Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for improvements
on the Great Western Railway, between Newbridge and Rlayney.
(15.) Notifieation of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for improving
station arrangements af Bendick Morrell, between Harden and Blayney.
{16.) Nofification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for extending the
station arrangements at Quipolly. .
(17.) Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for improving
station arrangements at Camden.
(18) Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for road approach
to Warne station-yard, on the Great Western Railway,
{19.) Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for a residence
for tho officer in charge at Toawong.
(20.) Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act of 1888, for improving
station arrangements at Homebush,
(21.) Statement showing the average Liabilities and Assets of Banks within the Colony for
. .quarter vnded 31st December, 1399.
(22.) Statement showing the average Tiabilities and Assets of Banks within the Colony for quarter
ended 3lst March, 1400,
. (23.) Statement showing the average Liabilities and Assets of Public Companies within the
Calony for quarter ended 31st December, 1899.
(24) Statement showing the average Liabilities and Assets of Public Companies within the
Colony for quarter ended 31st March, 1900,

{25.) Report of Pharmacy Boeard for the year 1899

(26.) Report of Railway Commissioners on Railways and Tramways for quarter ended 31st
December, 1899,

(27.) Report of Railway Commissioners on Railways and Tramways for quarter ended 31st March
1900. ‘

(28.) Statement of Trust Moneys Deposit Account for the year ended 31st March, 1900.

(29.) Report of the Conference of Statisticians respecting the Colleetion and Compilation of the
Census of Australasia-of 1901, o

(30.) Rules under the Navigation (Amendment) Act, 1899.

(31.) Amended Regulations and Forms under the Stamp Dutios Act, 1398, and the Probate Duties
(Amendment) Act, 1899,

(32.) By-laws of the Municipal District of Bourke under the Nuisances Prevention Act, 1897.
(33.) By-laws of the Borough of West Maitland under the Nuisances Prevention Act, 1897,

(34.) By-laws of the Borough of Armidale under the Nuisances Prevention Act, 1897.

(35.) By-laws of the Municipal District of Carcoar under the Public Health Act, 1896.

(36.) Report of Royal Commission appointed to inquire into the case of William Creswell.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Wood laid upon the Fable,—
(L.) Report respecting the floguing of prisoner No. 302 in Gonlburn Gaol.
(2.) Return showing number of prisoners sentenced to floggings for breaches of prison discipline
during the year 1899, under sentences of Visiting Justices,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee,

Mr. O'Sullivan laid wpon the Table,—Return (in part) to an Order, made on 2lst September,
1808,— Monthly Returns of Accidents.”
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committec.

Mr. Hassall laid upon the Table,—Returns showing the amounts granted to each Electorate from
the Public Parks and Recreation Reservea Vote for the years 1898-9 and 1890-1900.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee,
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Srrciar, AproursmENT :—8ir Willinm Lyne (by consent) moved, without Notice, That this House,
at its rising this day, do adjourn until half-past I'hree o’clock on Tuesday next.

Question put and passed.

-

5. BYuNEY GramuMar Scnoon Acr AMENDMESNT Biryn (Formal Motion) :—Sir J. P. Abbott moved,
pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Biil to amend an Aet, intituled ** An Act to
‘““incorporate and partially endow the Sydney Grammar School, and for other purposes.”

Question put and passed.

6. Exrrovsrs Lianttiry Act AMENDMENT Brul (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Hughes moved, pursuant
to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to anmend the Employers Liability Aet in ite
relation to waterside labourera.

Question put and passed.

-3

. Lrcevsep Tiep Housks Binn (fformal Alotion) :—Mr. Meagher moved, pursuant to Notice, That
this House will, on its next silting day, resolve itzelf into a Committee of the Whole to consider
the expediency of bringing in a Bill dealing with principles of freedom of trade and comtfraet in
respect of bonds taken by brewers over the licensees of publie-houses,

Question put and passed.

8. ApiounNMERT :—Mr. Spenker stated that he had received from the Honorable Member for Redfern,
Mr. McGowen, a Notice, under the 49th Standing Order, that he desired to move the ndjournment
of the House, to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz —*The request
“of the Honorable Edmund Barton, Q.C., for an additional grant towards his expenses in
“ England.” :

And the motion for the adjournment of the House being supported by five other Honorable
Members,—

Mr. MeGowen moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.

Question put and negatived.

9. MxrroPorITAN STREET TRAFPIC REOULATION BIin:—Mr, See (by consent) moved, without Notice,
That this House will, on its next sitting day, resolve itscif into a Committee of the Whole to
consider the expediency of bringing in a Bill to make better provision for the regulation of traffic
within a certain metropelitan area; and for that purpose to regulate and control vehicles, horses,
and the owpers, drivers, and conductors thercof, and persons using such vehicles, and certain
other persons ; and for purposes incidental to or consequent on these objects.

Question put and passed. : oo

10. Pargrps:—Mr. Speaker laid upon the Table,—Copies of Minntes of His Execllency the Governor
and the Executive Council,—
() Authorising the transfer of an amount from the Vole ©“State Children’s Relief Branch,” to
supplement the Vote “ Maintenance of deserted children, prupers taken charge of for protection,
* expenses of transmission, charitable relief, &c.”
(b) Authorising the transfer of an amount from the Vote “Imported and Introduced Stock,” to
supplement the Vote “ Vine Diseases Act, &e.”
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee,

11, CoyatoxwrarTim oF AUSTRALIA Brin:—Sir William Lyne (by consent) moved, without Notice, That
thig “ House,” while it would have preferred that the Commonwealth Bill should pass through the
Tmperial Parlinment in the form which was agreed to by the people of Australia, nevertheless is
of opinion that the amendments to elause 74 which have been proposed by the Right Honorable
the Seeretary of State for the Colonies are not a sufficiently important departure from the intention
of the criginal Bill to justify any action which would further delay the consummation of Australian
Union.

Debate ensued.

Mr. Meagher moved, That the Question be amended by léaving out all the words after the word
“ House,” and inserting the words “is of opinion that a simple nmendment to clause 74 of the
“ Commonwealth Bill retaining the right of appeal to the Privy Council, a8 it now exists in this
“ Colony, is preferable to any of the proposed compromises,”—instead thereof.

Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question.

Debate continued.

And the House continuing to sit till after Midnight,—
FRIDAY, 22 JUNE, 1900, a.ar.

Question put,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question:
The
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The House divided.

Ayes, 53. . Noes, 7.
Mr. Wood, Mr, Nelson, Mer, Newmac, Mr. Garland,
My, Wise, Mr, Cruickshank, Mr. McFarlane, Mr. Thomas Brown,
&ir Willinmn Lyne, Mr. F. Clarke, Mr. (¥ Conaor, Mer. Norton,
Mr, Wilks, M. Forvia, Mr, McGowen, Mr. E. 3. Clark,
Mr. O'Sullivan, My, Anderson, Me. Quinn, Mr. Ashton.
Me. Cook, Mr. Yerguzon, Mr, Samuel Smith, Teilers
Mr. Dight, M r. Mahony, Mr. Arcler, '
My, Fegun, Mr. Hawihorne, Mr. Dick, Mr. Meagher,
Mr. Sec, Mr. 8ydocy Smith, Mr. Moore, Mr, Holman.
Mr. O'Connor, Mr. Law, Mr. Edden,
Mr. Wilson, Ar. Cann, Mr. Carroll,
Mr. Archibald Camphbell, Mr. Watson, Mr. McLaughlia,
Mr. Pevey, Mr. W. W. Davis, Mr. Watkins,
My, Spruson, Mr. Nichol:on,
Mr, Goodwin, Me, Piddington, Teilers, '
Mr. Hurley, Mr, Sawers, AMr. Gillies,
Mr. Prers, Mr. Dugald Thomsen, 3Mr. Cohen. |
Mr. Richards, Mr. Millard, |

Mr. Alexander Camphell My, Miller,
And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Original Question then put and passed.
12, AprovmsMext: —Sir William Lyne mored, That this Tlouse do now adjourn.

Debate cnsued. .
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at twenty-five minutes before Two o'clock a.m, until Tuesday
next at half-past Three o’clock.

. W, WEBB, WILLIAM McCOURT,
! Clerk of the Legislative Assemdly. Speaker.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISTLATIVE ASSEMBILY.

FIFTH SESSION Of THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

TUESDAY, 26 JUNE, 1900

. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

ApDRESS-TN-REPLY 70 THE Govirvor's OrExtxe Serrcm:—The Assembly proceeded to Govern-
ment Houese, there to present to the Governor their Address-in-Reply to the Specch His Excellency
had been pleased to make to both Houses of Parliament on opening the Session,—

And being returned,— .

Mr. Spesker reported that the Aszembly had presented to the Governor their Address-in-Reply to
His Excellency’s Opening Speech, and that His Excellency had been pleased to give thereto the
following angwer 1-—~ .

To the Honorable the Speaker and Members of the
Legislative Assembly —
Gentlemen,

1 receive with gratification your Address-in-Reply to the Speech, and note with pleasure
your assurances of continued attachment to the Throne and Person of Her Most Gracious
Majesty.

T feel assured that I can rely with safety upon the loyalty and wiedom of the Members of
the Logislative Assembly in the duc consideration of the Measures to be submitted for your
consideration during the ensuing Session of Parliament ; and I again join with you in the hope
that the result of your deltberntions will be found both beneficial and acceptable to all classes of
the commuonity.

Government HHouse, BEAUCHAMY;

Sydney, 26tk June, 1900, Gorvernor.

2. Vorr or THaNKs To 20E LATE Sprakkr, Sin Josern Parwer Ansorr, K.C.M.G. :—The Speaker
reported that, in pursusnce of the Vote of this Mouse on the 19th instant, he had addreseed the
following letter to the late Speaker, Sir Joseph Palmer Abbott, K.C.M.G.:—

* Sir, “ Legislative Assembly Chamber, Sydney, 21st June, 1900.

“ In accordance with n resolution passed unanimously by this House on Tuesday, the 19th
“ instant, and entered on the Votes and Proceedings of that day (of which I do myself the honor
“ to transmit a copy herewith), it is my pleasing duty to convey to you the thanks of this House
¢ for vour distineuished services in the Chair during a period of neuarly ten years; and to aseure
“ vou that the House fully recognises and appreciates the zeal and ablity with which. you have
‘ discharged the duties of your high office through many laborious Sessions, and the study, eare,
“ and firmness with which you have maintained its privileges and dignity,

“ I have the honor to be, '
¢ Bir,
¢ Your obedient Servant,
“ WILLTAM McCOURT,

* Sir Joseph Patmer Abbott, K.C.M.G-, . “ Speaker,

“ Jate Spenker of the Legislative Assembly.” :
And that in reply he had received a letter from Sir Joseph Abbott, which he read to the House
as follows ;— .
“ Dear Mr. Speaker, . ‘14 Castlereagh-strect, Sydney, 26th June, 1900,

“ T have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, conveying to me a
* resolution passed unanimously by the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales on the 19th
“ instant, and entered on the Votes and Proceedings of that day, whereby the Legislative Assembiy
““ was good enough to direct you to convey {¢ me its thanks for wy services during the time I was
¥ privileged to act as itg Speaker, ' -

e “ After
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“ After such long services, and amidst the ever changing circumstances of tho House, it iy to
“ me most gratifying to find that my efforfstc make myself acquainted with the duties of the office,
“ and to matniain its privileges and dignities, have met with the approval of the Legislative Assembly.
¢ T shall ever value the resolution as a regord of what I have endeavoured to do to the best of my
“ ability. ' “ Believe me,
* Yours sincerely,
SRR *J. P. ABBOTT.
“ The Honprable the Speaker, Logislative Assembly, Sydney.”

3. TewmporArY CHATEMEN OF CoMMITTEES :-—Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order No. 28,
&

appointed :-—
John Moore Chanter, Eaquire,
Samuel Edward Lees, Hsquire,
Thomas Waddell, Esquire,
John Christian Watson, Esquire, and
Williamn Henry Wilks, Esquire,
to act as Temporary Chairmen of Committees during the present Session,

4. CoMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS :—
(1) Maturity of Warrant reporfed :—Mr. Speaker veported that his Warrant appointing the

Committee of Elections and Qualifications for the present Session, Iaid upon the Table on Thursday,
14th June, 1900, not having been disapproved by the Assembly in the course of the three next
sitting days on which the Assembly met for the despatch of business, had now faken effect as an
appointment of such Committeo, and intimated that it wag, therefore, open to Members of the
Commiittee to be sworn at the Table by the Clerk, in accordance with the 125th_ section of the
Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act of 1893,

(2.) Members siworn :—Henry Clarke, Esquire, Samuel Edward Lecs, Esquire, and Charles Hilton

Dight, Esquire, camo to the Table, and were sworn by the Clerk as Members of the Committee, -

5. MEsSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR:—- ’ . A
(1) The following Messages from His Excellency the Governor fwere delivered by Mr. See, and

read by Mr, Speaker :—

{L,) Tndustrial Arbitration Bill :—

BEAUCHAMP, S Message No, 26,
Governor.

In nccordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act,
the Gtovernor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in conmection with a Bill to provide for the
registration and incorporation of industriat unions, and the making and enforcing of industrial
ngreements; to constitute a court of arbitration.for the hearing and determination of industrial
disputes and matters veferred to it by conciliators, or a court of conciliation; to define the juris-
diction, powers, and procedure of such court; to provide for the enforcement of its awards and
orders ; and for purposes consequent on or incidental to those objects.

Government House,
Sydney, 26tk June, 1900,

Ordered to be reforred to the Committes of the Whole on the Bill,

(2.) Metropolitan Sireet Trafic Regulation Bill:—

BEAUCHAMP, Message No. 27,
Governor.

In accordance with the provisions econtasined in the 51th section of the Constitution Act,
the Governor recommends for the counsideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to make better provision
for the regulation of traffic within a certain metropolitan area; and for that purpose to regulate
and control vehicles, horses, and the owners, drivers, and conductors thereof, and persons using
guch vehicles, and certain other persons ; and for purposes incidental to or consequent on these
objecta.

Government House,
Sydney, 26¢h June, 1900 : .

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

{2} The following Messages were delivered by Mre. Fegan, and read by Mr, Speaker :—
{1.) Cosl Mmes Regulation Act Amendment Bill :—

Ordered to be referred to the Commitfce of the Whole on the Bill.

BEATUCHAMEP, . : Message No., 28,
Governor.

In aceordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a 1ill to amend the Coal Mines
Regulation Act, 1896. :

Government House,
Sydney, 26tk June, 1900.

(2.)
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(2.) Mines (Eight Hours) Bill (— o "y
., BEAUCHAMP, Message No, 29,
Governor.
: In accordance with the provisions contained in the S4th section of the Constitution Act,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meset the requisite expenses in conuection with a Bill to limit the hours of
employment and working below ground in mines ; and for other purposes in connection therewith.

Government House,
Sydney, 261k June, 1960,

Qrdered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

{3.) Btock Diseases Bill :—

BEAUCHAMP, - Message No. 30.
Governor,

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act,
the Grovernor recomnfends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to meke provision for the
preveution and cure of discases in stock.

Government House,
Sydney, 28rd June, 1900.

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Wholg on the Bill.

{4.) Minors Accident Relief Bill :—

BEAUCHAMP, ' , Message No. 31.
Governor.

In accordanee with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Consfitution Act,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requsite expenses in connection with a Bill to provide » fund for the
benefit of persons injured by mining accidents, and the relations of persons killed or injured by
gueh accidents; to provide for the management and application of such fund; and for putposes
incidental to or consequent upon those objects. Co
Government House,

Sydney, 23rd Juns, 1900,

Ordered to be referred to the Committes of the Wholc on the Bill.

(8.) The following Messages were delivered by Sir William Lyne, and read by Mr. Speaker:—
(1.) Statutory Rules Publication Bill:-—

BEAUCHAMP, . Afessage No. 2.
Governor, . ‘

In necordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Ack,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assambly the exgcdiency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill for the publication of
Statutory Rules. .
Qovernment House,

Sydney, 26th June, 1500.

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

(2.} Darling Harbour Wharves Resumption Bill :—

BEAUCHAMP, Message' No. 83,
Governor. -

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to validate certain
notifications of appropriation and resumption in eonnection with a system of public wharves and
approaches thereto ; to provide for other approprintions and reswmptions and purchazes for the
extension of such system ; to provide for the compensation for resumptions and purchases made
or to be made for those purposes, and for the raising of loans for such resumptione and purchases,
and in respect of certain public works and services ; to authorise and sanetion the commencing
and constructing of certain public worke; to fix the intercst payable under the Lands for Public
Purposes Acquisition Act; to amend the Public Works Aet of 1888, and to validate, certain
proclamations of quarantine stations, and certain acts done within such stations.

Government Houss,
Sydney, 26tk June, 1900,

Ordered to be refetred to the Committec of the Whole on the Biil.

(3.) Sydney Corporation (Amendwment) Bill:— _
BEAUCHAMP, Bessage No, 84,
Governor.
1n aceordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the
Grovernor recommends for the consideration of the Logislative Assembly tho expediency of making
provision to mecel the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to make fucther and better
provision as to the Municipal Government of the ecity of Sgdney; aud to amend the Sydney
- Corporation Act of 1879, and the Acts amending the same, . '

Government House, .
Sydney, 26th June, 1900, ,
Ordered to be referred to the Comwities ng t_:hg W’ho]g: on the Bill. (4.)
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(4.) Sydney Harbour Trust Bill :—
BEAUCHAMP, Messaze No. 85,

Governar.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the
Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making
provision to meet the requisite expenszes in connection with a Bill {o muake better provision for and
in connection with the management of the port of Sydney; to establish and appoint the Sydney
Harbour Trust Commissioners ; to confer on such Commissioners certain power in relation to sueh
port, ineluding, among other powers, the power to levy and collect certain tolls, dues, rafes, rents,
and chnrges. and to purcliase and resume lands; fo vest certain property in the said Commis-
sioners ; and for purposes incidental to or eonsequent on those objects,

Fovernment House,
Sydney, 26th June, 1900.

Ordered to be referrad to tho Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

(5.) Vote of Credit:—
BEAUCHAMP, HMessage No. 36,

Governor.

1n accordance with the provizions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the
Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making
provision to meet the requisile expenses in connecetion with & Bill to apply certain sums out of the
Conrolidated Revenuo Fund of New South Wales towards the Services of the year 1899-1900, and
for the advance to the Colonial Treasurer.

Government House,
Sydney, 26th June, 1900.

Ozdered to be referred to the Committee of Supply.

(0.) Explosives Bill,
BEAUCHAMEP, ' AMeseage No. 37,

Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Coustitution Act, the
Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of muking
}Jrovision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to consolidate and amend the
aw relating bo explosives.

Government House,
Sydney, 26tk June, 1900,

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whele on the Bill.

6. QUESTIONS :—

(1.) Wagesof Workmen on Railway Deviation Worke :—Mr. Nielsen asked the Colonial Treasurer,~~
(L) Has his attention been called to the low rates of wages paid to able-bodied labonrers employed
on railway deviation works?

(2.) Will he use his influence to see that ibe minimum wage of 7s. per day, as fixed by the
Minister for Works, is extended to apply to all able-bodied labourers in the Giovernment Service,
or who are paid with Government money ?

Sir ' William Lyne answered,—My aitention has been ealled to this matter. I am of opinion that
the railway labourers should be paid wages equal to those paid in the Government Departments,

(2.) Appointment of a Second Master in Equity :—Me. Haynes asked the Atitorney-General,—
(1.) Is he aware that great Josa and inconventence are oceagioned the public by reason of continuous
delays in Bquity appeals?
(2.) Is he aware that the services of a second Master in Equity are urgently needed, owing to the
excessive amount of duty now imposed on the present Master, and will he give immediate
attention to the maiter?

MMy, See anawered,—
(1) After inquiry I find that there has been no delay in the liearing of Equity appeals.
(2.) The work would not justify the appointient of a second Master in Equity,

(3.) Dredging Leases :—Mr. Richards asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) Has due consideration been given to the livelihood of gold-field workers, in the terms of lease
to dredging partics or compames, by providing that the holder of a miner’s right shall be
permitted to enter all such leased Crown lands to dig or fossick or mine for gold or other
minerals ?
(2.) 1f such provision has been made, will he cauge notice to the effect to be posted at the nearest
Court House or Post Office to where the mine is situated, and cause similar instructions to be
issued to every Mining Registrar throughout the Colony ?
Mz, Fegan answered,—
{1.) No lease for dredging purposes will be granied which will interfere with the rights of holders
of miners’ rights or mineral licenses. A clause will be inserted in each lease, under which holders
of miners’ rights may enter on a leasebold and fossick for gold, &e., provided that the operations
of the dredge or lepsge’s machinery will not be hampered thereby.

(2) Yes,
(&)
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(4.) Damage caused by Dredging Operations:—Mr. Richards asked the Secretary for Mines,—Where
land, or river beds, or crecks are worked under dredging or sluicing operations, has it been held
that the Government is responsible to owners of land which might be damaged as the result of
mullock, gravel, or other accumulations after working being washed over such lands, or any portion
of such land, after the lessee or lessees have censed working ?

Mr. Fegan answered,—The Government caninot accept any responsibility after the lessees have
ceased working; but it is for the owners of private laods to see that compensation is paid on
account of damage done to their lands while operations are proceeding. The Act provides that at
any time during the working of the dredge, if more dumage i1s done than was anticipated when the
lease was granted, further compensation is to be paid by the lessees.

(5.) Remuneration to the Military Staff :—DMr. Phillips asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) What extra remuneration (if any) has been granted to officers and others of the Military
Staff for the very henvy work devolving on them in conneetion with the dispateh of the various
Contingents of Troops to South Africa?
(2.) Will he sce that those deserving of it receive remuneration without delay ?

Myr. See answered,—The matter is under consideration.

(6.) Old Lock-up Site, George and Pitt Streets :—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Secretary for
Liands,—Has he decided to withdeaw permanently from auction the old lock-up site at the corner
of George and Pith streets; and, if so, will he submit it to lease for an extended period ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—The land was advertised for auction sale on the 30th May last, but waa
withdrawn in deference to a request from the Department of Public Works, In view of the
representations from that Department, T am not prepared, without further consideration, to offer
the land to lease for an extended period.

(7.) Removal of Postage Stamps from South African Correspondence:—Mr, J. C. L. Fitzpatrick
asked the Postmaster-General,—Tlas his attention been directed to the fact that systematic thefts
of postage stamps from South African correspondence, addressed to residents of New South Wales,
has been engaged in, presumably by officials, during the past few months ; and will he cause such
instructions to be given to the heads of the Postal Department as will result in the discontinuance
of this pernicious practice ?

My, Hassall answered,—No; on the contrary, only two complaints have been made. In oue of
these, the result of inquiry showed eonclusively that the abstraction did not take place in the Post
Office, whilst in the other there was not the slightest proof against the Departinent.

(8.) Competitive Designs for the North Shore Bridge:~Mr, J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Secretary
for Public Works,—
(1.} If, having regard to the magpitude of the technieal, scientific, and detailed work involved
in the preparation of competitive designs and tenders for the North Shore bridge, and to the many
requests that have been made for an extension of the time within which designs and tenders are to
be sent in, is there any objection to the time for recciving designs and tenders for this bridge
bemg extended fo 1st January next?
(2.} Will ho cause such inquiries to be made as will enable him to inform the House whother or
not the cost of this bridge, if tendered for while the iron trade of Gireat Britain is in its present
unsettled state, will not in all probability be considerably in excess of what it will cost six or
twelve months hence ?

Mr. O'Sullivan answerad,—

(1.} The plans and conditions having been forwarded to Europe, America, and elsewhere, stating
definitely that the time for the receipt of designs and tenders would close on 1st August next, it
would be unfair to nmow extend the time to st January, 1901, as suggested by the Honorable
Member, becanse the Department has not the names and addresses of the numerous persons who
have inspected the plans and conditions to acquaint them with any such alterations. The tenders
close in London on 1st of August as well as in Sydney.

(2.) The necessary inquiries will be made.

(9.} Money Borrowed from the Savings Bank of N.8.W..—Mr. Edden, for Mr. Arthur Griffith,
asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(L) What is the total amount of money at present on loan by the Savings Bank of New South
Wales 1o other banks deing business in Sydney ?
(2.) What is the average rate of interest being received thereon ?
(3.} Are any of the trustees of the Savings Bank direcfors of banks owing money to that
mstitution ?
Sir William Lyne answered,—1 have applied to the Managing Trustee of the Savings Bank of New
South Wales, but have not yeb obtained the particalars,” T would, however, refer the Honorable
Member to the Balance Sheet of the Savings Bank on 3lst December, 1899, published in
Government Gazefte, No. 99, of 2nd February, 1900.

(10.) Nurses Employed at the Quarsntine Station :-—Mr. Bdden, for Mr. Arthur Griffith, asked
the Colonial Treasurer,—-
(L) Did he on Tuesday, 19th June, in his reply to Question No. 10 by Dr. Ross, state that
“Daring the temporary service at Quarantine the twelve nurses who volunteered from the Coast
* Hospital 8tafl are being paid the following increased annual rates respectively :—£112 (1), £89
«“ (3), £67 108, (1), £56 (6), £51 (1) "' P
(2.} Is he aware that this statement is.incorrect ?
(3.) Is it not a fact that the majority of the nurses referred to have received during the whole
time they have been nursing plague patients salary at the rate of less than 2s. per day ?

. : - (4)
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(4.} Ts it not also a fact that, until after Mr. Griffith had referred to the matter in Parliament,
these nurses had received no intimation of any intention of the Government to grant them any
increase P

(5.) Will he see that for the period these nurses were engaged in nursing plague patients they
will receive the remuneration which he last week informed the House that he believed they were
receiving, viz., o minimum of £2 2s. per week, instead of the 2s. per day inerease now proposed ?
(6.) Who is responsible for the payment to these nurses of the inadequate salaries they are now
receiving, and for the statement that they are receiving double those amounts 7

Sir William ILyne answered,—The following reply has been handed to me by the President of
the Board of Health :—

(1) Yes. )

(2.) No.

(3% 'Ilgley have been paid at the rates first mentioned in the anawer referred to.

(4. 0.

(5 and 6.) Authority was given for payment at the rates mentioned in the Question on May 15th.
These are increases of more than 75 per cent. on the ordinary pay of nurses of the same grades
when occupied at their routine work at the Coast Hoapital ; they are given in consideration of the
special circumstances under which they work at the temporary hospital at Quarantine, and are
considered liberal and suflicient.

(11.) Workmen Emploved on the Water.race in Hoxton Park:—Mr. Lees asked the Secretary for
Public Works,—-Haa he any latent power that will coable him to enuse workers on the water-race
in Hoston Park in connection with the Water and Sewerage Board to be allowed holidays, and »
minimum wage equal to that enjoyed in the Harbours and Rivers Department ?

Mr. O’Sullivan answered,—The Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Act does not confer
any such power upen tho Minister. I wish it did. The wages would then be increased to the
rates paid by the Public Works Department. !

Ligror Act:—Mr. Ashton prosented the following Petitions~—praying for the amendment of the
Liquor Act, 50 as to provide, firstly, for a reduction of the hours of sale in public-houses and
places held by wine licensees, and, secondly, to ensure more effective Suunday closing,—

{1.) ¥rom certain residents of Goulburn.

(2.) From C. A. B. Muscoll, General Deputy Grand Chief Templar, Chairmanof a meeting of
the Perseverance Lodge of the Independent Order of Good Templars, held at Goulburn,
Petitions received.

. PrixTrze Comurrersn:—Mr. Gormly, as Chairman, brought up the First Report from the Printing

Committee.

Parens :—

Sir William Lyne laid upon the Table,—
(1.} By-laws of the Borough of Lithgow, under the Nuisances Prevention Act, 1897,
(2.) By-laws of the Municipal District of Inverell, under the Nuisances Prevention Act, 1897,
Referred by Sessional Order fo the Printing Commitice,

Mr. Hassall 1aid upon the Table,—List of Pastoral Leases in the Central Division that will expire
between the 20th June, 19090, and 20th March, 1801.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. O’Suilivan laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Report of the completion of the Mosman Sewerage, 1st Division.
g2.) Repor}ﬁ of the completion of portion of the Western Suburbs Sewerage (Bay-street Overflow
Sewer, &c.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Privting Committee. .

Mr Perry laid upon the Table,—Report of the Minister of Public Inatruclion for the year 1899.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. See laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Report of the Registrar of Friendly Socicties and Trade Unions for the year 1898,
(2.) Report of the Royal Commission appointed to make further investigation into the causes of
the dangers to which vessels carrying coal are liable ; together with Appendix,
{3.) Report of the Police Department for the year 1899,
(42 I{detu;n (én pert) to an Order, made on 21st September, 1898,—* Monthly Returng of
“ Accidents.”
(5.) Return (#n part) to an Order, made on 21st September, 1898,—* Monthly Returns of
“ Accidents.”
(6. By-laws of the Metropolitan Transit Commissioners, under the Public Vehicles Act, 1899,
(7.) By-laws of the Munieipal District of Casino. _ .
{8.) By-laws of the Municipal District of Forbes,
(9.) By-laws of the Municipal District of Ballina.
{10.} By-laws of the Municipal District of Parkes,
{11.) By-laws of tho Municipal District of Wyalong.
(12.) By-laws of the Municipal District of Yass.
(13.) By-laws of tho Municipal District of Castlereagh.
(14.) By-laws of the Munieipal District of Carcoar.
(15.) By-law of the Munjcipal District of Port Macquarie.
(16.) By-law of the Municipal Distriet of Casino, o
(17.) By-law of the Munieipal District of Moss Vale. , i
(18.) By-laws of the Borough of Randwick.

{19.) By-laws of the Borough of 'West Maitland. i " (20)
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(20.3'By-laws of the Borough of Shellharbour.
(21.) By-laws of the Borough of Orange.

(22.) By-law of the Boreugh of Rookwood.

(23.) By-laws of the Borough of Petersham.

(24.) By-laws of the Borough of Burwood.

(25.) By-laws of the Barough of Ashfield,

(26.) By-laws of the Borough of Central 1llawarra.
(27.) By-laws of the Borongh of Armidale.

(28.) By-laws of the Borough of West Maitland.

(29.) By-law of the Borough of North Sydney.

gs?i.) Police reporty respecting the congestion of traffic in George-street and other thoroughfares,
iydney.

{31.) Police reports respecting disturbances between the Military and a certain section of the
public known as *“ Pushes.”

(32.) Report of the Commissioners of Fisheries for the year 1899

(33.) Report on Botanic Gardens and Dowains, &c., for the year 1899.

(34.) Scventeenth General Report, together with a return, giving a record of the Committee’s
inquiries, and Minutes of Proceedings of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.
(85.) Correspondence respecting the dismissal of Captain Barretl, Australian Rifles, Goulburn.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Fegan laid upon the Table,—Report of Department of Agriculture for the year 1699.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

10. PosrrovmmEeNT :—The Order of the Day for the consideration in Committee of the Whole of fhe

expediency of bringing iu o Bill to protect the weges and salaries of persons omployed by
companies ;—postponed until Tuesday, 4th September.

11, Coxurrrer or Erucriows axp Quarnirrcartons :—John Garland, Esquire, William Rigg, Esquire,

and Francis Augustus Wright, Esquire, eame to the Table, and were sworn by the Clerk as
Members of the Committee of Elections and Quulifications. :

12, Saywerl's TeaMway 4¥b Breerare Licurise Bnn:—The Order of the Day having been read,~—

Mr. Carruthers moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate epsued.

Mr. Cohen moved, That this Debate be now adjourned.

Debate ensued. :

Question put,—That this Debate be now adjourned.

The House divided.

Ayes, 41. Noes, 25.
Mr. Piddington, Mr. Lees, Dr. Ross, Mr. Terry.
Mr. Garland, Mr, Couk, Mr. Neild, Tellers
Mr, See, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Watkins, " !
Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Thomas, Mr. MeLaughlin, Mr. Macdonuld,
8ir William Lyne, Mr. McLenn, © Mpr. Cann, Alr. Watson.
Mr. Wise, Mr. Nobbs, Mr, Samuel Smith,
Mr. OSullivan, Mr. Barnes, ' Mr, ¥Ferguson,
Mr. Price, Mr. McFarlane, Mr. Ross,
Mr. Dight, Mr. Millord, Mr. Spence,
Mr. Brunker, Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Law, .
Mr. Jessep, Mr. Thomas Clarke, Mr. McGowen,
My. Hawthorne, Mr, Henry Clerke, Mr. Hughes,
Mr. Waed, My, Chanter, Mr. Donaldson,
Br. Graham, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Affeck,
Mr. ¥lassnll, My, Carroll, Mr. Miller,
Mr. Hurley, Mr, Byrne, | Mr. Nielsen,
Me. Pyers, Mr. Newman. Mr. Kdden,
Mr. Storey, Tell Mr. Dick,
Mr. Reid, ellers, Mr. Gormly,
Me. Cohen, Mr. Waddell, Mr. Norton,
Sir Matthew Ilarris, Mr. Cotton. Mr. Richarda,
Mr, Rigg, . ! Mr. Austin Chapmun,

Axnd so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered, that the Debate be adjourned until Tuesday, 24th July.

13. Stawromn Coar-duve Ratrway Binn:—The Order of the Day baving been read,—Mr. Gillies

moved, That this Bill be now read o second time.

Debate ensued.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

Mpr. Gillies moved, That Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair, and the House resolve itself into a
Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Point of Order :—DMr, Affeck, referring to Standing Order No. 28, submitted that, as no
Chairman of Committees had been appointed for this Sesston, the Fouse could not go into
Committee of the Whole, nor could a Temporary Chairman occupy the position of 2 Chairman
of Committees in the House when the Permanent Chairman had not been appointed.

Debate ensued.
Mr.
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Mr. Speaker ruled that, according to the Standing Order No. 28 (e), he was directed to
nominate at the commencement of every Session five Temporary Chairmen to act ' when
“ requested by, or in the absence of, the Chairman of Committees,” and he held, though
with considerable doubt, that there was o absence of the Chairman of Committees, from
whatever cause, and therefore it was competent for him to call ope of the Temporary
Chairmen to take the Chair for this evening.

‘Whereupon Mr. Speaker left the Chair. )

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Chanter, Temporary Chairman, reported the Bill with

amendments. '

On motion of Mr. Gillies, the report was adopted.

Ordered, that the Bill be read a third time To-mmorrow.

14. Ixprcext Poericatroxs Brin:—The Order of the Day having been read,—Dr. Graham moved,

That this Bill be now read a second time.

Dehate ensued.

Question pub and passed,

Bill read a second time.

On motion of Dr. Graham, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole for the consideration of the Bill.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair ; and Mr. Chanter, Temporary Chairman, reported the Bill with
amendmenta.

On mofion of Dr. Graham, the report was adopted.

Ordered, that the Bill be read & third time To-morrow.

15. Muxsicirarrries {Enecrion) Birn :—The Order of the Day having been read,—Mr. Thomas moved,

16.

18,

-

F.

That this Bill be now read a second fime.

And the House continuing to sif till after Midnight,—

WEDNESDATY, 27 JUNE, 1900, a.x.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
On motion of Mr. Thomas, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a
Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the Bill.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Chanter, Temporary Chairman, reported the Bill with
amendments.
Ou motion of Mr. Thomas, the report was adepted.
Ordered, that the Bill be rcad a third time To-morrow.

Posrroremrxt :—The Order of the Day for the consideration in Commitiee of the Whole of the
expediency of bringing in a Bill deahng with principles of freedom of trade and contract in respees

of bonds taken by brewers over the licensees of public houses ;~postponed until Tuesday, 10th
Jaly, :

. Cratsts oF Mrs. GUILFOYLE, WIDOW OF TEE LATE FORESTER At Moads :(—Mr, Chanter moved,
pursuant to Notice, That the Report from the Seleet Committee on © Claims of Mrs, Guilfoyle,
“ widow of the late Forester at Moama,” brought up en 23rd November, 1899, be now adopted.
Question put and passed. :
Ansour¥MENT ;—8ir William Lyne moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued. '
Question put and passed.
The House adjourned accordingly, at thirteaen minutes after One o’clock a.m., until Four o’clock p.m.
This Day.
W. WEBE, WILLIAM McCOTRT,

Clerk of the Legislative dssembly. ' Speaker.
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FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

‘ WEDNESDAY, 27 JUNE, 1900.
1. Tho House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair,

EiEcroraTe o Barmursr:—Mr. Speaker informed the House that the Writ issued by the late
Speaker, during the recess, for the election of a Member to serve in the Legislative Assembly for
the Electoral District of Bathurst, had been duly returned, with a certificate endorsed thercon by
the Returning Officer, of the election of William White Young, BEsquire, fo serve as such
Member.

2, QUENTIONS 1~ :
. (LI)J Eé(change of Land on Pericoota Holding, No. 343, C.1.:—Mr. Chanter asked the Secretary for
ands,—

{1.) Is he aware thamunwarrantable delay in connection with the exchange of land on Tericoota
Holding, No. 343, C.D., is being caused by the owners thereof not lodging their titles to the
surrender portions 7 |
{2.) Is he awarc that the leaschold of this pastoral holding expired several years since, and that
the land has been withheld from settlement pending the eompletion of these exchanges ?
(3.} Will he notify the owners of Pericoota that if they do not immediately lodge the required
titles and completo the surrender the exchange will be at once abandoned ?
Mr. Haasaall answered,—
(1.) Action in this case was suspended for about two years. viz., from March, 1897, to February,
1899, pending the result of the proceedings in the Supreme Court and subsequent appeal to the
Privy Council in the case “ Colless ». Gordon.” After that case was settled, action in connection
with the exchange was procecded with, and the applicants were asked on 7th February last to
forward their deed so that the surrender documents might be prepared. They have not come to
hand yet, although several reminders have been sent.
(2.) Tke extension of the pastoral lease expired on 10th July, 1896. Arcas aggregating 2,776%
acres on the late leasehold area were notified for homesiead scleetion, and will be available on
the 5th July next. Action in connection with the disposal of the balance of the lands has been
held in abeyance pending completion of the exehange. )
(8.} T will take all possible steps to bring the matter to completion.

{2.) Ommibus Drivers:—Mr, Rose asked the Minister of Public Instruction,—
(1.) Ts he awaroe that omnibus drivers are constantly driving omnibusee twelve hours daily, without
time allowance for meals, for seven days per week ?
(2.) Te theregulation and the betterment of this elass of labour to be provided for in the proposed
amending Aet ¥
Mr. Perry answered,—
(1.) Yes,
(2.) The matter will be dealt with by legislation,

(3.) Examination for Promotion in the Publie Service :—Mr. Cohen asked the Attorzey-General —
(1.} Js it a fact that an officer in the Civil Service seeking promotion is compelled to pass an
cxamination prescribed by the Public Service Board, although he may possess a certificate of having

assed a University examination, the standard of which is at least equal to that required by the
Public Service Board P . )
(2.) If so, will he take steps to have the anomaly rectified ?

Mr. Wood answered,—1 assume that the Honorable Member is referring 1o the tests prescribed by
what arc known as the Increment Regulations. The whole matter is dealt with very fully in the
Report of the Public Service Board, which was laid upon tho Table on the 14th instant, to which I
would refer him for the information he requires. )
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{4.) Report of the Federal Capital Commissioner :—Mr. Rose asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

(1.) When will the report of the Federal Capital Commission be laid upon the Table of the
1louse ?
(2.) Do the terms of such Commission provide for the Commissioner to make a recommendation
as well as the compiling of data ? :
(3) Is it the intention of the Government, immediately on the receipt of such report, to nominate
some particular locality as the site the people of New South Wales are prepared to offer to the
Federal Government for the purposes of the Federal Capital ?
(4.) If ves, will he, when Parliament expresses its approval, embody the same in a resolution for
communication to the Federal Parliament immediately upon its opening in Melbourne ?
(5.) Is it not a fact that, thongh the Federal Parliament has the right of choice, the Parliament of
New South Wales is a contracting party az regards the transfer of the area selected ?
Sir William Lyne answered,—
(1) The report is due on the 14th July next, but the Commissioner has applied for a further
extension of time.
(2.) The Commissioner is requested to report, the conelusions at which he arrives as the results of
his inquiries and inspections.
(3 and 4.) The matter veferred to is one which will be submitted to Parlinment.
(5.) As far as T can judge, it is the Federal Parliament which has tho right of choice, although
that question has been raised on a legal point.

(3.) Salaries of Medical Officers at the Quarantine Station:—Iir. Ross asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
W hat salary the mediea) officers in charge of the Quarantine Station receive, and how are they paid ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—Dr. Salter, £4 ds. per diem; Dr. Harvey, £3 3s. per diem.

(6.) Early Closing Act:—Dr. Ross asked the Minister of Public Instruction,— '
(1.} The number of shops and factories that have been closed since the Farly Closing Act came

into operation ?
(2.) Will he ascertain if it is a fact that rents of shops and dwellings in Sydney and suburbs have

fallen 50 per cont. since the Barly Closing Act came mto operation ?
(3.) Is he aware of the number of persons that have been thrown out of work and of earning
wages and an honest living for themselves and their families since the advent of the Early Closing

Act, or an approximate number of the same ? :
(4) The number of convictions that have taken place since the Act came into cxistence, and total

amount of fines derived therefrom ?
(5.) The number of inspectors (male and female) employed under this Farly Closing Act, and

amount of salary received by each respectively in Sydney and suburbs ?
Mr. Perry answered,—The information sought will be furnished if moved for in the usual way.

(7.) Distribution of Blankets :—Dr. Ross acked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) The number of pairs of blankets distributed to the poor and for charitable purposes in each

of the Sydney and suburban electorates respectively ?
(2.) The same information with regard to the number of pairs of blankets distributed in country

clectorates respectively P
Sir William Lyne answered,—This information will be prepared for the years 1899 and 1900, and
laid upon the Table of the House, as early as possible.

(8.) Special Grant for Repair of Roads, Orange District :—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Public
Works,— :
(1) Isitafact that a special grant of £500 was granted to the Orange Municipal Council and £5
for East Orange to Tepair the roads that were damaged in these localitics owing to recent floods
and heavy rams?

(2.) Is it not a fact that Dr. Ross asked for a apecial grant for the Municipal District of Molong
for a similar purpose, and was refused?

(3.) Cau le assign any valid reasons why the town of Orange should be favoured with liberal
and specizl grants for such purposes, and the town and municipality of Molong ignored ?

'

M. O'Sullivan answered,—

(1.) Yes; but the work was urgent and imperative owing to the damage done by a phenomenal
fall of rain.

(2.) The grant applied for has not been refused ; the papers are now with local officer for report.
When they are returned I will consider the request of the Hunorable Member.

(3.) The question of issuing a grant for Molong has not yet been subiitted for my decision for
the reason stated in Answer No. 2.

(9.) Roads in the Molong Electorate :—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1) The number of miles of scheduled country roads that are in existence in the Molong
electorate ?
(2.) The smount of money expended annually on the same ?
(8) The number of maintenance men that are employed in keeping these roadsin a state of
repair ?
(4].)) The number whose services have been dispensed with during the year on the seore of economy
or retrenchment ?
(5.) Is he aware that a large number of the roads in the Molong electorate, owing to recent floods
and heavy rains, are simply in an impassable, dangerous, and disgraceful condition ; and what steps
(if any) does he intend to take to have them placed in o proper state of repair?
Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—The necessary sleps Lo obtain this information are being taken. As
the Molong electorate embraces portions of several road distriets, the information asked for can-
not be supplied without reference to local officers.  This will be done, and the replies communicated
to the Hounorable Member as scon as pessible, (10.)
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(10.) Cose of the Goold Bieyele Company v J. Crowley, of Wyalong:—Mr. Holman asked the
Minister of Justice,—
(1.) Has his attention been called o the recent case of the Goold Bicyele Company v. J. Crowley,
of Wyalong?
(2) Is it a fact that, being summoned to appear at tho Small Debts Court in Sydney, Crowley
objected to the jurisdiction, the alleged debt being contracted at Wyalong ?
(3.) 1sit a fact that that objection was overruled by the Stipendiary Magistrate, Mr, Isaacs, and
Crowley compelled to attend ?
(t.) Is it a fact that the Stipendiary Magistrate, Mr. Mair, on hearing the case, dismissed it on
the ground that there was no such jurisdiction ?
(5.) If these facts are discovered to be as alleged, will he compensate Crowley for loss of timo and
expenses incurred throngh the mistake of the magistrate ?

Mr. Wood answered,—My attention has not been called to this matter, but T will cause inquiries
to bo made regarding it.

(11.) Sports Ground, Albury :—My. Clhanter, for Mr. T H. Griflith, asked the Secretary for Tands,—
Will he lay the papers in connection with the dedication of the sports ground to the Albury
Borough Couneil on the Table of the House ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—I have 1o objection, but copies of the papers should be moved for in the
usual manner.

(12.) Coal Delivery Acts:—DMr. Cohen asked the Minister of Justice,—Is it his intention to introduce
a Bill to repeal or substantially amend the Coal Delivery Acts, @ Vic. No. 8 and 10 Vie. No. 2?7

Mr. Wood answercd,—This matter will receive attention as soon as the sfate of business will
admit.

(18.) Removal of Goods from Wharfs :—Afr. Hurley, for Mr. Nolson, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(L) Is ho aware that there is a clause in the Wharfage Regulation which compels merchants and
others to remove all goods off the wharfs forty-eight hours after being landed ?

(2.) If they are not so removed as above, is he aware that they are stored at the expense. of the
congignee ?

{3.) la ho aware that one firm in this city had on the wharfs, on Monday, the 18th of Jume, 4,000
bags of rice from Japan, 4,000 sacks of oats from New Zealand, 400 sacks of chicory from
Melbourne, 220 bags of barley from Melbourne, 20 casks of lemon peel from Italy, and 40 sacks
of ginger from London ?

(4.) Will he consider whether if is possible for any firm in the Colony to remove the quantity of
groodg ns above stated in forty-eight hours?

(5.) Will he also consider whether it would rot be better to fix a limit of time according to the
quantity of goods to be removed P

(6) Ts he aware that, prior to the wharfs being handed over to the Gavernment, private companies
allowed at Jeast & week to clear up large eonsignments ?

(7.) Will he make such aiterations as will remove the difficulties now existing, and which are
causing great annoyanee and serious loss to business people of this city.?

Bir William Lyne answered,—

(1.) Yes.

(2.) Yes; oceasionally this occurs at Government wharfs.

(3.) No. 1 am not aware that any ove firm had this large quaniity of goods on the wharfs, but,
if so0, it shows that the goods were not removed as landed, as it is requisite to do at wharfs which
are largely nsed, and which it is the cnstom to do at Government wharfs,

(4.) It is no doubt impossible to remove such a quantity of goods in forty-eight hours.

(5.) This cannot be done, as it would lead to endless confusion.

(6.) 1 am aware of this, and the result was that the wharfs were left in a deplorable condition.
(7.) Asrogards tho old Government wharfs, thore have been no diflicultics ; and the discretionary
power possessed by the Government official dealing with these matters is sufficient to prevent any
friction or hardship arising in connection with the resumed wharfs.

(14.) Removai of Rubbish from Trskineville to Moore Park :—M». ITurley, for Mr. Nelson, asked
the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) Is it a fact that the Erskineville Counsil have entered into a contract with the City Couneil
to be allowed to eart all rubbish to the tip at Moore Park at a cost of 6d. per load ?
(2.) Isit a fact that other contracts are pending of a similar nature ?
(3.) If so, will he take such steps as will provent them being completed ?
Sir William Lyne answered,—
(1 and 2.} I am informed by the Town Clerk that it is a fact that an arrangement as indieated hag
been entered into. The heavy cost of covering the garbage with sand has neccssitated this charge
being levied. All persons using the tip pay it, and other contracts are impending.
(8.) The matter appears to be entirely one between the City Council and the other Councils
concerned, and Government intervention is, therefore, hardly possible.

(15.) Reduetion of Members in the Legislative Assembly and Legislative Counecil :—Mr, Cohen
asked the Colonin) Treasurer,—In view of the approaching accomplishment of Federation, is it
his intention to introduce a Bill having for its objects the reduction of the number of Members in
the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council, and the limitation of the tenure of office of
Members of the Legislative Couneil ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—This matter has not yet received consideration,

"(16)
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(16.) Increments to Officers in the Puablic Service :—Mr. Ashion asked the Attorney.General,—
(1.) 1Las the work of determining what increments are due to officers in the Public Service been
completed for the eurrent finaneial year?
(2.) Have all such increments been paid ?
(3.) If not, what is the cause of delay?
(4) If increments already determined to be due are not paid during the finaneial year, wiil
provision be made on the next Estimates for their payment?
Mr. Wise answered,—
(L) Yes, with the exception of sppeal cases which are now being dealt with by the Public Service
Board.

(2, 8, and 4.) If not actually paid they are in the course of being paid. Funds will be provided for
all increments determined on appeal.

(17.) Suburban Leiter-boxes :—Mr. Nobbs, for Mr. Whiddon, asked the Postmaster-General,—

(1.) Is he aware that many of the letter-boxes in the suburbs are withont any indication of when
the boxes are cleared P

(2.) Will he be good encugh to have the hours of clearance indicated on these bozes, and consider
the advisability of having more legible letters painted.on, instead of the small notices at present
in use on some of the boxes?

Mr. Crick answered,—In some of the boxes the hour of clearance is not given—merely the next
hour of clearance iz shown on an indicator, refercnce being made to the Postal Guide as to details
_of when boxes are cleared. Tt is considered that it is quite sufficient for the public when they go
to a receiver to know when it will be cleared. It is, however, intended when future receivers are
being constructed, to make the indicators larger, so as to enable the lettering to be more easily
read af night-time.

{(18.) Travelling Stock Routes and Reserves :—Mr, Ross nsked the Secretary for Mines,—Is it his
intention to introduce a Bill dealing with travelling stock routes and reserves during the present
Session P

Mr. Fegan answered,—The necessity for fresh lepislation in connection with the stock routes of
tha Colony is recognised by the Government, and I ean assure the Honorable Member that his
numerous representations on the subject have not been overlooked, and that it is my intention to
introduee a measure at the earliest opportunity.

{19.) Amendment of the Liquor Act :—Mr. McGowen asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) What action is the Government taking to fulfil the promise made by him to the New South
‘Wales Allianee, viz., to make more effective the Sunday clesing clause of the Liquor Act?
(2.} Will il be necessary to introduce an Amending Act for this purpose; if so, when will it be
introduced ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—

(1) T am in communieation with the Inspector-General of Police in reference to Sunday closing,
(2.) The Iaw, ag it stands, can only be enforced. If it be necessary to go further there will have
to be an amending Act,

(20.) Maintenance of Couniry Parks:—Mr, McFarlane asked the Secrotary for Lands,—In view of
the small amount granted to country parks this year, will he make substantial provision on next
Estimates for the maintenavee of country parks?

Mr. Hassall answered,—The Government proposes to submit a sufficiently substantial sum on
the Estimates.

(21.) Royalty for Cutting Timber on Crown Lands:—Mr. McFarlane asked the Secretary for

Lands,—
1.) 1s he aware that, owing to the late increase in royuléy chareed for cutting timber upon Crown
. o - ! yulty charg g T Uj

lands, timber contractors are suffering serious loss in carrying out contracts previously entered
e g ying 1 Y
‘into
(2.) Wil he make provision to exempt conirecte that were entered into before the new regulations
were enforeed ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—

(1) 1 am not aware, and ¥ would like to poin# out that the Regulations, aithough puoblished on
the 16th May, will not come into operation until the lst preximo. Ample notice has therefore
been given of the alterations which they effect. )

{2.) This matter will he fully considered.

(22.) Lxtension of the Electric Tram to Fort Maequarie -—Mr. Samuel Smith asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—1f, in view of the removal of the harbour excursion slenmers from Circulur Quay to Fort
Macquanie, he will, for the comfort and convenience of the thousands who patronise the harbour
steamers, recommend fo the Jlajiway Commissioncrs the extension of the Gecrge-street electrie
tram track to Fort Macquarie?

Sir William Lyne arswered,—This matter has had attention, the Railway Commissioners having
already recommended the extension, and the question is under the consideration of my Honorable
colleage, the Minister for Public Works, but it is doubtful it thiz can be dealt with now in
consequence of further resumptions,

(23)
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{23.) Training Ship in Australian Waters :~Mr. SBamucl Smith asked the Colonial Treasurer,—-
(1.) Has ke had any communication from the Admiralty concerning the proposal to establish a
training ship in Australian watera?
{2} If he has not received any such communication, will he ascertain as early as possible the
nature of the negotiations which is reported to have taken place between the Admiralty and the
Victoria Naval Defence Foree relative to the establishmeut of a training ship in Anstralian waters,
so that the claims of New South Whales ports, and particularly those of Sydney, may not be
ignored ? '
(3.) Is be aware it is reported that it is probable that the second-class crusier *Raleigh,” lately
Commordore’s ship of the Training Squadron, will be chosen as the vessel to serve ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—In reply to these Questions, I may say that a request is being made
by this Government for a suitable vessel to be used by the loeal Naval Forces.

(24.) Closses at the Technical College, Ultimo:—Mr. Nobbs asked the Minister for Pablic
Tnstruetion,—
(1) Ts he aware that a large number of young men and mechanics have been waiting (some for
vears) for an opportunity to join certain classes at the Technical College, Ultimo ?
(2.) If =0, is it becanse there is not sufficient accommodation and appliances for any more students
m those classes? .
(3.) 'Will he, in view of the above, take into consideration the advisableness of placing & sum of
money on the next Loan Estimates for the purpose of purchasing a site and erecting buildings, in
order to meet the demand for accommodation for pertons wishing to join such classes?
Mr. Perry answered,—
(1) Yes.
(2.) Yes.
(8.) Yes, & sum will be placed on the Estimates.

(25.) Money Avnilable for Resuming Lands near Darling Harbour :—Mr. Reid asked the Colonial
Treasurer,— W hat appropriation of Parliament is referred to in the proclamation resuming certain
lands near Darling Harbour as moneys lawfully available for that purpose?

Sir William Lyne answered,—1I do not know of any Appropriation of Parliament referred to in
the proclamation ; but T presume the Right Honorable Member refers to a notice in the Press to
the effect that the resumption was technically legal, because there were unexpended balances of
vates for resumptions. One of the votes referred to is under the Act No. 42 of 1899—£4,900
(odd).

(26.) Turniture at the Quarantine - Hospital Buildings:—Mr. McGowen asked the Culonial
Treasurer,— ;
(1.) Isita facf that any of the furniture recently purchased for the Quarantine Hospital buildings,
North Head, has been manufactured by Chinese ? )
(2) Wikl he give instructions that for the future Europesn furnifure must be purchased ?

8ir William Liyne answered,—T am informed by the Public Service Tender Board thaf, so far as
can be ascertamed, all the furniture supplied by them is of Europesn manufacture,

(27.) Mr. Phillips, Auditor of Government Savings Bank :—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial
Treasurer,— .
(1) Is the Mr. Phillips, appointed Auditor of Government Savings Bank, Barrack-street, identical
with Mr. Phillips, Auditor of City Bank ?
{2.) Does the Eztter institution still owe the Government Savings Bank a large sum of money
borrowed ?
Sir. William Lyne answered,—
(1.) The Managing Trustee of the Savings Bank is not aware.
(2.) The Managing Trustec of tho Savings Bank was applied to for this information, but points out
that he is nnable to disclose the transactions of the Bank with its customers.

{28.} Treasury Bills :-—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Have two issues of Treasury bills been offected during the tenure of office of the present
Government, viz., one of £1,000,000 in London, at 4 per cent., and one in Sydney of £500,000, at
35 per cent.? :
(2.) For what reason was 4 per cent. offered the British investor and only 3% per cent. the
Australian ?
(3.) Was any attempt made to dispose of the £1,000,000 worth of Treasury Bills above alluded
to In Australia ; and, if not, why not ?
(4.) What will the annual loss on this particular transaction amount to?

Sir William Lyne answered,—
(1) Yes. )
(2.) For the reason that the money was required in London, and at the time the Bills were sold
the money market was tigher in copsequence of the Boer war. The market was easier when the
second lot of Bills were disposed of.
(8) Noj; it was not considered advisable to disturb the market here by placing such a large sum
upon it. .
(4.) The amount of intcrest payable per annum in cxcess of rate paid in Sydney being § per
cent., wonld make an annual sum of £5,000 for a period of two years, but against this must be
taken into account the cost of remittance to London necessary had the Bills been flonted here, and
which would have cost more than 4 per cent. (29)

‘ 29.
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(29.y Jury Laws:—NMr. Norton asked the Minister of Justice,—
(1.) Is he aware that the Sheriff is inundated with complaints regarding working of jury laws in
the case of special jurors?
(2.) Is he aware that there iz 2 Bill drafted to consolidate and amend jury laws, which has been
reported on by responsible officers ?

- (3.) Will he mniroduce such measure, should it exist, at an early date?

Mr. Wood answered,—The necessity for an amendwent of the law with regard to jurors is
admitted. A Bill which was prepared for the purpose is now under revision, and it is hoped that
it may be possible to introduce it during the present Session.

3, Murictearn Districr or InveRein RepveEp Azxra Biny:—Mr, Croickshank presented a Petition
from the Municipal District of Tnverell, praying for leave to bring in a Bill to reduce the aren of
the Municipal District of Inverell,

And Mr. Cruickshank having produced the Government Gazetie, and the Sydney Morning Herald
and Tnverell Times newspapers, containing the notices required by the 396th Standing Order,—
Petilion received.

"4, Toranizator Brorn:—Mr. Holman presented a Petition from certain residents of Barmedman in
opposition to the Totalizator Bill, and praying the House fo reject the measure.
Petition received.

Pirgrs :—

Mr. Hasgall Iaid upon the Table,—
{1.) Return respecting Public Parks and Recreation Reserves.
(2.) Copies of (Fazette Notices, setbing forth the mode in which it is proposed to deal with tho
Dedication of certain Lands, in accordance with the provisions of the 105th section of the Act
48 Victoria No. 185, and the 7th seetion of the Public Trusts Ack, 1597.

- (3.) Abstract of Alterations ot Designs of Cities, Towns, and Villages, under the 107th scetion of

the Act 48 Vietorin No. 18.
(4.) Abstract of Crown Lands Reserved from Sale for the Preservation of Water Supply or other
Public Purposes, in nccordance with the 1018t and 109th sections of the Act 48 Vietoria No. 18.
Referred by Seasional Qrder to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Wood laid upon the Table,—Report on Prisons for the year 1899
Referred by Sesstonal Order to the Printing Committee.

(321

. 6. Syovuy Harmour Trust Bt (HFormal Moition) :—Sir William Lyne moved, pursuant to
Notice, That this House will, on its next sitting day, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the expediency of bringing in a Bill to make better provision for and in
conneetion with the management of the port of Svdney; to establish and appoint the Sydney
Harbour Trust Commissivners; to confer on such Commissioners certain powers in relation
to such port, including, among other powers, the power to levy and collect certain tolls, dues, rates,
rents, and charges, and to purchase and resume lands; to vest certain property in the said Com-
missioners ; and for pu:;{)oses ineidental to or consequent on those objects.

Question put and passed.

7. Daruve Hanrovr Wrarves Resvmerior Biry (Formel Motion) :—Bir William Lyne moved,
pursnant to Notice, That this House will, on its next sitting day, resolve itself into a
Commitiee of the Whole to consider the expediency of bringing in a Bill to validate certain notifi-
cations of appropriation and Tesumplion in conpection with a system of public wharves and
approaches thereto ; to provide for purchases, appropriations, and resumptions for the extension
of such system ; to provide for the compensation for resumptions and purchases made, or to be
made, for those purposes ; and for the rmsing of Ioans for sueh resumpiions and purchases, and in
respect of certain public worlss and services ; to authorise and sanction the commencing and con-
structing of certain public works ; to fix the interest payable under the Lands for Public Purposes
Acquisition Act; to amend the Public Works Act of 1883; and to validate certain proclamations
of quarantine stations, and certain acts done within such stations.

Question put and passed.

8. Mivers Accrpenr RELEF Birny (Formal Motion) .—Mr, Fegan moved, pursuant to Notice, That
this House will, on its next sitting day, resolve ilself into 2 Committee of the Whole to consider
the expediency of bringing in a Bill to provide o fund for the benefit 'of persons injured by
mining accidents, and the relations of persons kilied or injured by such accidents; to provide
for the management and application of such fund ; and for purposes incidental to or consequent
upon those objects.

Question put and passed.

8. Mwves (Breur Hours) Bivn (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Fegan moved, pursuant to Notice, That this
House will, on its next sitting day, resolve 1tself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the
expediency of bringing in a Bill to limit the hours of employment and working below ground in
mines ; and for other purposes connected therewith.

Question put and passed.

'10. Srock Disrases Brty (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Fegan moved, pursuant to Notice, That this House
will, on its nextsitting day, resolve itself into a Committes of the Whole to consider the expedicney
of bringing in a Bill to make provision for the prevention and cure of discascs in stock.
Question put and passed.

11,
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11. Srawvorv Coar-arse Raruwaxy Bizn (Formal Order of the Day),—on motion of Mr. Gillies, read

a third time, and passed.
Mr. Gillies then moved, That the Title of the Bill be * An Act to enable Samuel Clift, of East
Maitinnd, in the Colony of New South Wales, Henry John Adame, of Ouford Downs, in the Colony
of Queensland, and Henry Trenchard, of Sydney, in the said Colony of New South Wales, to construct
a railway from the Heddon and Stanford Greta Coal-mines to a line constructed by the Fast Gretn
Coal-mining Company (Limited), under the provisions of the Silkstone Coal-mine Railway Aot of
1889 and the Silkstone Coal-mine Railiway Act Amending Aet of 1892.7
Question put and passed.
Ordered, tbat the Bill be carried to the Legislative Council with the following Message :—
Mz. PrESTDENT,—

The Legislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, infituled < An At fo enable Samucl
Clift, of East Maitland, in the Colony of New South Wales, Henry Jokn Adams, of Ozford Downs,
in the Colony of Queensland, and Henry Frenchard, of Sydney, in the said Colony of New South
Wales, to construct a railway from the Heddon and Stanford Greta Coal-mines to a line construsted
by the East Greta Coal-mining Company (Limited), under the provisions of the Silkstone Coal-mine
Lailway Act of 1880 and the Sill:stone Coal-mine Railway Act Amending Aet of 1892,"—presents
tho same to the Legislative Council for its concurrence, accompanied by a copy of the Report from,
and Minutes of Evidence taken before, the Select Committec thereon.

Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Sydney, 27th June, 1990.

12. Mouxrerearrires (Bureriox) Biun (Formal Order of the Day),—on motion of Mr. Thomas, read a

13

14.

16.

third time, and passed.

Mr. Thomas then moved, That the Title of the Bill be * An Act to provide for the Election of
Aldermen and Auditors for any Municipality. _

Question put and passed,

Ordered, that the Bill be carried to the Legislative Council with the following Message -—

Mz, PrESIDEST,— .

The Legislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, intituled “ An Act to provide for the
Llection of Aldermen and Auditors for any Municipality,”—presents the same to the Legislative
Couneil for its concurrence.

Legislative Ascembly Chamber,
Sydney, 2Tth June, 1900,

. Horrrs Disivisurva Brun (Formal Motion) :—
(1) Mr. Austin Chapman moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to

lessen the number of hotels in proportion to the population,
Question put and passed.

(2.) Mr. Chapman then presented a Bill, intituled, “ A Bill to lessen the number of Hotels in

proportion fo the population,”—which was read a firat time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, +th September.

A. Horr’s Scrus Lxsse sear CoNponroran (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Holman moved, pursuant to

Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House all papers, correspondence, &e., in
connection with A. Hope's scrub lease near Condobolin.
Question put and passed.

. AmerpEp Live Ixsurance LxcovracuMENT Birt (Formal Aotion) :—Mr. Garland moved, pur-

suant to Notice, That the Amended Life Tnsurance Encouragement Bill, which was introduced in
the Assembly during last Session, but was interrupted before its completion by the close of the
Seasion, be now reintroduced at the stage it had reached at the time of such interruption,
Question pub and passed.

Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday, 4th September.

Eariy Crostve Acr Amexpyrent  Boa:—The following Message from His Excellency the

Grovernor was delivered by Mr. Perry, and read by Mr. Speaker : —
BEAUCHAMP, Message No. 38.
Governor,

In agcordance with the provisions contained in the fdth section of the Constitution Aet, the
(tovernor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to amend the Xarly Closing
Act, 1899.

Government House, .

Sydney, 26¢h June, 1900, ‘

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

17. Arr Uxroxs Acr Amexvmest Brin:—Mr. Speaker reported the following Message from the

Legialative Couneil :—
Me. SPEAKER,—

A Bill, intituled “ 4n det to amend the Art Unions Aet of 1850, forwarded to the Legis-
lative Assembly for concurrence during a previous Session of the present Parliament, not having
been finally dealt with because of the prorogation of the Legislature, the Legislative Council
requests that the said Bill be proceeded with under the Assembly’s Standing Order in that bebalf.

Legislative Council Chamber, . JOHN LACKEY,
Sydney, 27tk June, 1900. President.

And the 296th Standing Order of the House permitting of the restoration of the Bill to the stage
it had reached at the close of a previous Session,—
Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time To-morrow, 18.
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18. Racive Assocrarion Brnw:—Mr. Gillies, purstuant to leave granted on 13th June, 1900, presented
o Bill, intituled “ A Bill {0 define the rights of the people in, and to the use and occupation of, all
lands granted, dedicated, or leased {o or otherwise occupied by compandes, clubs, or associations for
horso-racing purposes ; to provide for the establishmont of o representative tribunal ; fo control all
matters affeciing horse-racing ; o repeal, in part, the Australion Jockey Club Act; and jfor other
purposes,’—which was read a first time:

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday next.

19. AvsovmrsmustT:—Mr. Spenker stated that he had received from the Honorable Member for
Marrickville, Mr. MeLean, a Notice, under the 49th Standing Order, that he desired to move the
adjournment of the House, to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz.—" The
“ inconvenience and danger arising from the overcrowding on the electric trams.”

.ﬁ,{nd the motion for the adjournment of the House being supported by five other Honorable
cmbers,—

Mr. McLean moved, That this ouse do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.

Question put and negatived.,

20. ComurTTEE 0F BLECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS :— William Henry Wilks, Esquire, and William
Sawers, Esquire, came to the Table and were sworn by the Clerk as BMembers of the Committee of
Elections and Qualifications,

21. INpUsTRIAL ARRITRATION Broiv:—Sir William Lyne, for Mr. Wise, moved, pursuant to Notice,
That this House will, on its next sitting day, resolve itself into a Commitiee of the Whole to
consider the expediency of bringing in & Bill to provide for the registration and incorporation
of industrial unions, and the making and caoforcing of industrial agreements; to conslitute a
court of arbitration for the hearing and determination of industrial disputes and matters referred
to it by concilistors, or a court of conciliation ; to define the jurisdiction, powers, and procedure of
such court; to provide for the enforcement of its awards and orders ; and for purposos consequent
on or incidental to those objects,

Question put and passed.

22, Busrersiox of Srawpivg Orpess :—S8ir William Lyne mored, pursuant to Notice, That eo much
of the Standing Orders be suspended as would preclude the passing of a Bill, intituled “ A Bill to
“ apply certain sums out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of New South Wales towards the
“ Services of the year 1899-19C0,” through all its stages in ono day, and would also preclude the
resolutions of the Committees of Supply and of Ways and Means respectively, whereon the Bill
ig proposed to be founded, being received on the same day on which they were come to by the
said Committees respectively.
Debate ensued.
Question pub and passed.

23. Mixgs Ixsrecrion Bint:—8ir William Lyne, for Mr. Fegan, moved, pursuant to Notice, That this
House will, on its next sitting day, resolve itself fnto a Committec of tho Whole to consider
the expediency of bringing in a Bill {6 make better provision for the regulation and inspeetion
of mines other than conl and shale mines; to regulate the treatment of the products of such
mines ; and for purposes incidental t¢ or consequent on those oljects.

Question put and passed.

24. Syorey CorrorarroN (AyENpMENT) Birw:—Sir William Lyne moved, pursuant to Notice, That
this House will, on its next sitting day, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider
the expediency of bringing in a Bill to make furiher and better provision as to the Munieipal
Government of the City of Sydney, and to amond the Sydney Corporation Act of 1879, and the
Acts amending the same. :

Question put and passed.

25. Coar MrrEs Regurarso¥ Acr AmexpMENT Bror--8ir William® Lyne, for Mr. Fegan, moved,
pursuant to Notice, That this House will, on its next sitting day, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the expediency of bringing in a Bill to amend the Coal Mines Regulation
Act, 1896. :

Question put and passed.

26. SuprLt:—The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Sir William Lyne, Mr. Speaker
teft the Chair, and the House resolved itself into the Committee of Supply.

And the Committee continuing to =it till after Midnight,—
THURSDAT, 28 JUNE, 1900, s

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Watson, Temporary Chairman, reported a Point of
Order from the Committee, and obtained leave to sit again so soon as the Point of Order had been
decided by the House.

Point of Order :—Mr, Watson stated that the resolution on which it was proposed to hase
the Supply Bill being under discussion, and objection being taken to an Honorable Member
discussing in detail the administration of Departments other than those dealing with the
Votes specified in the resolution, he, the Temporary Chairman, ruled that the Honorable
%{ember was in order. Exception being taken to his deeision, the matter was referred to the
cuse.

Debate ensued, _
Mr. Speaker ruied that the resolution, not being one upon whichk an ordinary Supply Bill
wonld be founded, but for specific scrvices, other than Departmental or Ministerial salaries,
the Debate should be confined to the items submitted.

Whereupon, on mofion of Sir William Lyne, Mr. Speaker Teft the Chair, and the Committee
reaumed, .
Mr.
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Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Wilks, Temporary Chairman, reported progress, and
obtained leave to sit again.

Mr. Wilkes also reported that the Committee had come to a resolution,

Ordered, on motion of Mr, Wilks, that tho report be now reccived.

Mr. Wilks then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, as follows :—-

(1.) Resolvad,—That there be granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding Two hundred
and eighty thousand five hundrod pounds for Additional Services of the year 1899-1900 : being
£1,500~amount required for expenses of Delegate to Liondon in eonnection with Federation ;
£60 000—to supplement the Vote taken for the service of the Railway and Tramway Depart-
ment, which will be insufficient for rcqmremeuta to 30th June, 1900 ; and £219,000 to supplement
the Vote *Advance to Treasurer,” which is insufficient to meet the expenditure of an
unforeseen character arising dminn’ the current year in connection with the dispatch of
Military Contingents to South Africa, and the extirpation of the Bubonie Disease—to be
afterwards adjusted and provided for not later than 30th June, 1901,

On motion of Sir Williamn Lyne, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.

27. Waxs axp MEaxs.—The Order of the Day having been read,—on motionr of Sir William Lyne,
My. Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into the Committee of Ways and Means.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Wilks, Temporary Chairman, reported progress, and
obtained leave to sit again,
Mr. Wills also reported that the Commlttee had come to a resolution.
Ordered, on motion of Mr, Wilks, that the report be now received.
Mr. Wilks then reported the resolution, which was read » first time, as follows :—

(1.) Resolved—That, towards making good the supply granted to Her Majesty for the Services
of the financial year 3399-1900, the sum of £280,500 be granted out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of New South Wales.

On motion of Sir William Lyne, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.

28. Coxsonmpatip Revenve Furp Bron:—
(1.) Ordered, on motion of Sir William Lyne, that o Bill be brought in, founded on Resolution of
Ways and Means (2 (No. 1), to apply certain sums out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of New
South Wales towards the Services of the year 1899-1900.

(2.) Sir Willinm Lyne then presented a Bill, intituled “ 4 Bill 70 apply certain sums ouwt gf the
- Qonsolidnied Revenue Fund of New South Wales towards the Services of the year 1899-1900,"
which was read a first time,
Ordered to be printed, and now read a second time.

{8.) Bill read a second time.
On motion of Sir William Lyne, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and tho House resolved itself into a
Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the Bill.
Mr. 8peaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Wilks, Temporary Chairman, reported the Bill without
amendment,
On motion of Sir William Lyne, the report was adopted.
Sir William Lyne moved, *That "’ this Bill be now read a third time.
Mr. Edden maved, That the Question be amended by leaving out all the words after the word
¥ That,” and mse1tmw the words “the Bill be recommifted for the reconsideration of the
Schedule,”—mstead thereof.
Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,
Debate ensuad.
Question put,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,—and Division
called for,—but there not being Tellers on the part of the Noes, no Division could be had, and
Mr. Speaker declared the Question to have passed in the qﬁrmatéwe.
Question,—That thig Bill be now read a third time,—put and passed.

(4.) Bill read a third time, and, on motion of Sir William Lyne, passed.
Sir Willtam Lyne then moved, That the litle of the Bill be “ 4n Adect fo apply certain sums out of
the Consolidated Revenue Hund of New South Wales towards the Services of the year 1808-1500.”
Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Bill bo carried to the Legislative Couneil with the following Message :—
Mn. PzesipEsT,—

The Loegislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, intituled “ dn Act to apply cerfain
sums out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of New South Wales towards the Services of the year
1899-1900,”—presents the same to the Legislative Council for its concurrence.

Legislative Assembly Clhamber,
Sydney, 28tk June, 1900, a.m.

29. Aprovrymuxr :—Sir William Lyne moved, Tlat this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

The Housec adjourned aceordingly, at half-past Six o’elock a.m., until Four o’clock p.m. This Day.

F. 3V. WEBB, ' WILLIAM McCOURT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.
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FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

THURSDAT, 98 JUNE, 1900.

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair,

QUESTIONY :— :

(1.) Provigion against Members of the Yederal Parliament sitting and voting in the State
Parliament :—Mr, Rose asked thoe Colonial Tressurer,—Is it the intention of the Government,
when introducing the Bill for defining the boundaries of Federal electorates, to make provision
against any Member of the Yederal Parliament from sitting and voting in the State Parliament ?

Sir William Liyne answered,—This question has not yet been considered.

(2.) Manufacture and Sale of Margavine :—Mr. Bennett asked the Colonial Treasurer—Is it the
intention of the Government to introduce a Bill this Session to regulate the manufacture,
branding, and sale of margarine ¥

Sir William Lyne answered,—1 hope to deal with this question shortly.

(8.} Superannuation Fund :—Mr. Rose asked the Celonial Treasurer,—
(1.} Ias his attention been drawn to the condition of the Superannuation Fund?
(2.) Does he propose taking any steps this Seasion to place it on an actuarially sound basis ?

Sir William Lyne anawered,—

(1) Yes.

(2.) 1t will take four years to exbaust the Supecrannustion ¥und. Before that time some action
will be taken if it iz to be placed on a sound actuarial basis.

(4.} Bteam Launch * Ena " :—DMr. Cook asked the Colenial Treasurer,—
(1.) Have the Government purchased the steam launch “ Ena ™ from Mr. T. A. Dibbs ?
{2.) How mnuch was paid therefor?
(3.) How much has been spent in making repairs since the purchase was made?
Sir William Liyne answered,
(1) Yes. Tt was necessary to build or purchase another Jaunch for the Public Werks Depart-
ment, and as a boat of the same class as the * Ena ™ (called the * Premier ”) cost over £5,000, it
was decided to purchase the launch of Mr. T. A. Dibbs, the movey for the same being voted on
the last Estimates.
(2.) The sum of £3,000 was first asked by Mr. Dibbs, but ultimately the launch was purchased
for £2,000, conditionally that she passed a survey and overhanl. The Marine Board Survevors
made the examination, and reported that the “ Eua ™ was in good order and condition. Asg the
lannch is also o very fast boat the purchase is regarded by experts as a good one,
(8.} Expenditure is now being incurred to make the boat more snitable for the reguiremenis of
the Department, including electric light, &e., but as these have not been completed the amount
cannot yet be stated.

(5.) Bridge at Copper Hill, near Molong :—Dr. Ross asked the Secrotary for Public Works,—
(1.) Is bhe aware since the bridge at Copper Hill, near Molong, on the main rond to Wellington
snd the Bogan, was swept away by floods 1n March last, that it 15 utterly impossible for farmers to
gef tl;eir produce to market owing to the impassable and dangerous state of the crossing at the
creek .
(2.) Is he aware since the bridge was swept away that the fravelling public, teamsters, &ec., have
to use the land helonging to one M, C. M. Dalziell before they can cross the Molong Creck ?
(3.) Is it the intention of the Government to compensate Mr, Dalziell for the damage dene to his
land ; if so, when ?
(4.) 'When is the ereciion of the new bridge likely to be proceeded with ? M
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Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—

(1.) X am informed that farmers can get to market, as a good temporary crossing has been made,
and ig being used by the farmers and traffic gencrally, and it iz only untraflicable when the ereek
iz in flood—periods of short duration nud infrequent occurrence. :

(2 and 8,) An arrangement for a road through his land to the crossing has been made with
Mr, Dalziell, and rent is being paid'to him for the privilege.

(4.) Drawings, &c., for new bridge are being prepared, and an amount has been moted on the
Estimates for the worl, so that the ereciion thereof can be proceeded with as soon as Parliament
votes the necessary funds.

(6. Forecast of the weather for June, by Signor Presa :—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Mines,—
{1.) Is it a fact that one Signor Presa (Oronza Presa, from Italy) has recently placed in the hands
of the Department of Agriculture what purports to be a meteorological forecast of the weather for
the month of June for New South Wales ?

(2.) 'Was it by the authority of his Department that the contents of the document were distributed
throughout the interior for the information of farmers and gardeners, &e. ?

(8.) 'Was such information, hefore being cirenlated by the Department, first submitted for the
approval (or otherwise) of Mr. Russell, M.A,, the Government Meteorologist, or of Mr. Wragge,
the Queensland Government Mefeorologist; if no¥, what object has his Department in view in
ignoring the services of these two Grovernment officinls for the opinion of strangers and unknown
individuals ?

Mr. Fegan answered,—

(1.) Yes; severnl forecasis have been sent in by the gentleman named.

(2.) Certainly not; nor did the Department in any way arrange to do so.

(3.) One of the forecasis was referred to the Government Astronomer for his information, but no
further action was taken by the Department.

(7.) Banitary Inspectors:—Mr. Hose asked the Colonial Treasurer,—With the view of preventing
the operation of both political and municipal influence, will he consider the advisableness of
Placing the appointment of sanitary inspectors with the Public Service Board, such appointment
to be contingent upoen the applieants passing a satisfactory hygienie examination ?

8ir William Lyne answered,—An arrangement which would have the requisite effect is under
consideration. The interests of existing sanitary inspectors must, however, be safeguarded as
much as 18 consistent with due exeeution of the work they should perform ; and the requirement
that they should possess some systewatic mstraction as a qualification for appointment being new,
it can only be gradually brought into effect.

(8.) District Surveyor, and Additional Staff Surveyor, Land Disirict, Armidale :—DMr, Lee asked
the Secretary for Lands,—
(1.} The canse of the great delay in appointing a Distriet Surveyor for the Land Board District
of Armidale? -
(2.) Is he aware that the many land matters referred to that office are seriously delayed in
consequence
(3.) Is ib correct that there arc only two Staff Snrveyors for the large avea comprised in that Land
Board District, one of whom is acting as Distriet Survevor ?
(4.) Will he take early action to have appointed an additional Staff Surveyor ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—This matter is af present under the consideration of the Public Service
Board, and if: is understood that a decision will be arrived at very shortly.

(9.) Destruetion of Vineyards affected with Thylloxera :—2». Cann, for Mr. Gillies, asked the
Secretary for Mines,—
(1) Are persons whose vineyards are destroyed in this Colony, in consequence of their heing
affected with phylloxera, awarded compeneation by the Government ? i
(2.) If so, what is the average amount of compensation claimed per asre in respect of vineyards
recently destroyed ?
(3.) What is the average rate of compcnsation offered per acre by the Government for such
vineyards ?
{4.) What are the respective amounts per acre allowed by the Queensland, South Australian, and
Vigctorian Governments for vineyards destroyed when found affected with phylloxera ?
(5.) Does the {(Fovernment intend to take any fresh steps to deal with the phylloxera question in
this Colony?

Mr, Fegan avswered,—

(1) Yes.

(2.) During the past two years the average amount of compensation claimed per acre in respect

of vineyards destroyed is £136.

(3.} The average rate offered was £32.

(+) In Queensland and South Australin phylloxera has nof been diseovered, but in the latter

Colony a Bill has been prepared which limits compensation to £6 per acre. In Victoria the law

provides that no eompensation be granted in respeet of vincyards destroyed.

(5.} The Government Viticultural Jixpert has recommended that the present system of destroying

diseased vineyards be abandoned in so far as the districts in Cumberiand and Camden, which are

badly affected, are concerned. Mo further recommends that these districts be absolutely

guarantined so far as rosted vines, leaves, and cuttinpgs are concerned, and that growers be

encouraged to plant resistant stocks. 1t is not intended, however, to prevent the sale of grapes

from these districts. In places at present free from phylloxera he recommends that a system of

ingpection be waintained with a view to stamping out the dizease in its early stages, if 1t should

break out. The whele quesiion is one of difficulty, so many conflicting inferests being involved,

but the Department iz giving the whole maiter the closest attention, so that the best course can be

taken in the interests of the vine-growers and the viricultural indusiry. ;
(10.
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(10.) Inspection of Land Boilers :—Mr. Spence asked the Minister of Public inatmction,—“’ill he
take steps at an early date to provide for proper and effective inspection of Iand boilers ?

Mr, Perry answered,—The matter will receive consideration at an early date.

(11.) Wages of Men Employed in the Sewerage Works :—Mr. Spence asked the Secretary for Public
Works,—
(1.} Is he aware that young men are employed in the Sewerage Works at 18s. per week, whilst
30s. per week has been paid for the same class of work on the telephone tunnels?
(2) Wil he take steps to see justice done?
Mr. O’Sullivan answered,— i
(L) I am informed there are several boys, about 14 years of age, employed on the Sewerage
Works, who are receiving 18s. per weel, which the officer in charge considers is a very fair wage
for the work they arc doing. Youths are, however, paid 5s. a day.
(2.) I will take care that no man is emnployed at less than 7s. per day.

(12.) Homestead Selection of Mr. C. J."Cousins :—Mr. Haynee askod the Secretary for Lands,—
(1.) Whatis the reason for the prolonged delay.in regard to the issue of certificate for a home-
stead seleetion to one C. J. Consins, the case having twelve months sinee been decided in his
favour by the Land Appeal Court ?

(2.) Will he urge immediate justice in the matter ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—Upon inquiry at the Land Appeal Court, it has been ascertained that,
under the peculiar eircumstances of the cesc “ Cousins v. Peters,” the Court decided, of ite own
motion, to submit a case for the opinion of the Supreme Court, that the case is now being
prepared, and that the questions of law arising in it will be submitted for decision of the Supreme
Court, pending which decision any further action is stayed.

(18.) Public Service Board Regulations :—Mr. Law asked the Attorney-General —
(1) Is he aware that the Pablic Service Board have issued 355 regulations, and that there are
only 230 in the book supplied to Members ? .
(2.) Is he prepared, as the Attorncy-General of the Colony, to state that one or more of the
regulations formnlated during the last two years do not go beyond the powers given to the Board
by the Public Scrvice Act of 1895 ¢ :
{3.) 1.Vi)ill he see that a book containing the regulations to date is issued to Members of this
House

Mr. See answered,—
{L) Yes.
(2.) 1f the Honorable Member will let me know to which regulations ho refers I will consider the
- matter, but it is impossible for me in sueh a short space of time to go through so many regulations.
(3.) A fresh compilation is being prepared.
(14.) Wages of Railway Employees —Mr. Watkins asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Is it o fact that
- some railway employees are working on the main lines twelve hours per day for a very small rate
of wages ; if 5o, will he eause, if possible, such a state of things to be altered ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—I have consulted the Railway Commissioners on tho matter, wha
point out that as the question is put generally it is not possible to give a detail reply. There are
cases where the duties of employces are spread over twelve hours, such as the staff at country
railway stations, but theic duties are not laborious nor arduous, and it is not possible, with due
regard to economieal working, to alter this arrangement. The Railway Commissioners add that
the wages of the employees are regulated, as far as possible, by those prevailing in private
establishments, or by the relative jmportance of the work performed, and the wages paid on the
New South Wales Railways compare most favourably with those paid on any railway in Austrzlasia.

(15.) Redistribution of Electoral Seats :—2A», MeLean, for Mr. Price, asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) Is it a fact that the Llectoral Commissioners submitted a report to the late Government
providing for the redistribution of seats, as provided for by law ?

(2.) Has effect been given to such report, or have the provieions of the law been evaded Dy the
lzst Government?

(3.) Is it the intention of the Government to submit a resolution in compliance with the Electoral
Act, s0 as to provide for proportionate representation ?

Mr. Sec answered,—This is a matter which can only be dealt with by Parliament, and, as I have
already stated, I will submit it as soon as an opportunity is afforded me,

2. Perverya Commirrek :—Mr. Gormly, as Chairman, brought up the Second Report from the Printing
Committee.
8. Paremrs.—
Mr. Hassall laid upon the Table,~Amended Regulations Nos. 5 and 10, under the Timber and
Quarry Regulations.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.
Mr. Tegan laid npon the Table,—Papers respecting an inquiry into o statement that the day of a
certain inspection of the Wallsend Colliery was known at the mine beforehand.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

4. Worrovaone WarEr Surery Works Biun (Formal Motion) :—Mr. (F'Sullivan moved, pursuant
to Notice, That this House will, on it¢ next sitting day, resolve itself into s Committee of the
Whole to consider the expediency of bringing in a Bill to sanction the comstruction of Water
Supply Works for tho Barough of Wollongong (such works to provide for extension to Port
Kombla on the seuth, and towards Bulli on the morth); and to apply the provisions of the
Country Towns Water and Sewerage Act of 1880, and any enactments amending the same, to the
said works.

Question put and passed. 5.
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5. IssoE or Turasuny Birts To Merr Dericreyey (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Reymond moved, pursnant
to Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House a return showing,—
(1) The separate items that made up the deficiency of £1,174,000, to meet whick Treasnry Biils
were issued to that amount.
(2.} When each item was appropriafed.
(8.) When each item was expended.
Question put and passed.

6. Banry Crosixe Act (Formal Motion) :—Dr. Ross moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be laid
upon the Table of this House a return showing,—
(L) The number of shops and factories that have been closed since the Early Closing Act came
into operation.
(2.) Whether the rents of shops and dwellings in Sydney and suburbs have fallen 50 per cent.
gince the Harly Closing Act came into oper'itlon
(3.) The number of persons that have been thrown out of work and of earning wages and an
honest living for themselves and their famiiies sinee the advent of the Early Closing Aet, or an
approximate “number of the same.
{4,) The number of convictions that have taken place since the Act came into existence, and total
amount of fines derived therefrom,
(5.) The number of inepectors (inale and female) employed under this Tarly Closing Act, and
amount of salary received by each respectively in Sydney and suburbs.
Question put and passed.

7. GoversMeN? Ratnways Acr AMENDMENT Birn (¥ormal Motion) :—Mr. Affleck moved, pursuant
to Notice, That the Government Railways Act Amendment Bill, which was introd uced i the
Assembly during last Session, but was interrupted before its cnm])lctmn by the close of the Session,
be now reintroduced at the stage it had reached at the time of such interraption.

Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time on Tucsday, 4th September.

8. Miwisterian Erecriox Biry (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Hogue moved, pursuant to Notice, That the ®
Ministerial Election 1Bill, which was introduced iu the Assembly during last Session, but was
interrupted before its completion by the ¢lose of the Session, be now reintroduced at the stage it

I:ad reached at the time of such interruption,
Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday, 7th August.

9, Justices or tHE Prack Rexovar BiiL:—Mr. Arthur Griffith, pursuant to leave granted on 20th
June, 1900, presented a Bill, intituled * A Bl to p'ravzdf' for the removal of pervons from the
Commission of the Peace wunder certuin circumstances,”—which was read a first time.

Ordered to be printed and read a second time on ‘l‘uesday 18th September.

10. CmairMAN OF CoMMITTEES i —

{1.) Mr. Hayes moved, pursuant to Notice, That John Henry Canuo, Esquire, be Chairman of
Committees of the Wholo llouse for the present Session.

(2.) Mr. Ashton moved, pursuant to Notice, That Samuel Wilkinson Moore, Esquire, be Chairman
" of Committees of the Whole House durmg the present Session.
Question put,—That James Henry Cann, Esquire, be Chairman of Committees of the Whole
House for the present Session.
The House divided.

Aves, 50. Noes, 44.
Mr. Hassall, Mr. Quien, . Mr. Brunker, Mr. Sawers,
Mr. Fegan, Mr. McGowen, i Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Reid,
. Mr. Perry, Mr, Donaldson, Mr. J. H. Young, Mr. Storey,
Sir William Lyne, Mr. Hurley, i Mr. Lee, Mr, Newman,
Mr. See, Mr. Thomas, Mr, Cook, My, Millard,
Mr. Wise, Mr. Kidd, Mr, Garland, Mr. Henry Clarke,
Mr. O'Sullivan, Mr. Benuett, Sir Matthew Harris, Myr. Thomas Clurke,
Mr. Affleck, Mr. James Thomson, Sir Joseph Abbott, Mr. Wright,
Mr. Arthur Griffith, Mr. Watkine, Mr, Morgan, Mr. Byrne,
Mr. Edden, Mr. Niclsen, . Mr. Hogue, Mr. Waddell,
Mr. Wood, Mr. Rose, ' Mr. Nobbs, Mr. Ashton,
Mr. Crick, RIr. Nigholson, : Mr. Hawthorne, Mr, Cohepo,
Dr. Ross, Mr, Spence, ( My, Sydney Smnith, Mr. Austin Chapman,
Mr. Levien, Mr. Swniuel Smith, | Mr. Molesworth, Mr, Rigg,
Mr. Alexander Campbell, Mr. Gillies, ' Mr. Jessep, Mr, Miiler,
Mr. Pyers, r. Terry, : Dr, Grabam, Mr. Gormly.
Mr, Reymond, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Lees, Tullors
Mr. F. Clarke, Mr. Daccy, | Mr. Mahony, erers:
Mr. E. M. Clark, Mr. Willis, | My, Whiddon, Mr. Meagher,
Mr. Ross, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Phillips, Mr, McLean.
Mr. Law, Mr. O’Conor, ! Mr, Neild,
My, J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr. Carroll. | My, Henry Chapman,
Mr. Hayes, Pollers I Mr. Cotton,
Mr. Hughes, . Mr, Dight,
Mr. Haynes, Mr. Fergueon, Mr. Norton,
Bir. Watsan, Mr. Thomas Brown. Mr. Cruickshank,

And so it was resclved in the affirmative.
Whereupon Mr. Cann, and Mr. Moore, respectively, made their acknowledgments to the House.

11.
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11, Coxsortparen ReviNug Fusp Brir:~Mr. Speaker reported the following Message from the
Legislative Council :—

Mn. SpEAxER,—

The Legislative Couneil having this day agreed to the Bill, intituled “ An de¢ fo apply
eerlain sums out of the Consolidated Revenue Kund of New South Wules towards the Services of the
year 1899-1900,” —returns the same to the Legislative Asgembly without amendment.

Legislative Council Chamber, JOHN LACKEY,
Sydney, 28¢h June, 1900, President,

12, Copar 10 Wincanwsia Rarrway Binn:—Mr, O’Sullivan moved, pursuant to Notice, That this
House will, on its next sitting day, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole o consider the
expediency of bringing in a Bill to sanction the construction of a line of railway from Cobar to
‘Wilcannia, provided that before commenecing the said work eertain land required is contracted to
be conveyed free of cost to the Crown ; to authorise the transfer of certain Crown land revenue of
the district benefited by the line to the account of the receipts of the said line; to amend the
provisions of the Public Works Act of 1888, o far as they relate to the duty of the Constructing
Anthority to make and maintain fences along the said line of railway ; to authorise the construction
of the said line on public roads ; and for other purposes.

Question put and passed.

13. Earry Crosixg Acr AMENDMENT Brin:—Mr. Perry moved, pursuant to Notice, That this House
will, on ite next sitting day, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whele to consider the
expediency of bringing in a Bill to amend the Early Closing Act, 1899,

Question put and passed. ‘

14, INDUSTRIAT ARBIIRATION BILL:— :

(1.) The Order of the Day having been read,~—on motion of Mr. Wise, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, -
and the House resolved itself into o Committes of the Whole to consider the expediency of bringing
in a Bill to provide for the registration and incorporation of industrial unions, and the making and
enforeing of industrial agreements ; to conatitute a court of arbitration for the hearing and deter-
mination of industrial disputes and matters referred to it by concilintors, or a court of coneiliation;
to define the jurisdietion, powers, and procedure of such court ; to provide for the enforcement of
its awards and orders ; and for purposes consequent on or incidental to those objects.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair ; and the Chairman reported that the Committee had come to a
resolution.

Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be new received.

Tho Chairman then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, ag follows :—

Resoloed,—That it is expedient to bring ina Bill to provide for the registration and incorporation
of induatrial unions, and the making and enforeing of industrial agreements; to constitute a
court of arbitration for the hearing and determination of industrial disputes and matters
referred to it by conciliators; to define the jurisdiction, powers, and procedure of such court;
to provide for the enforcement of its awards and ordera; and for purposes consequent on or
ineidental to those objects. :

On motion of Mr. Wise, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.

(2.) Mr. Wise then presented a Bill, intituled 4 Bill fo provide for the registration and incorporation
of industrial unions, and the making and enforcing of dndustvial agreements ; lo constitute ¢ court
of arbitration for the hearing and determination of industrial disputes and matters referred to it by
conciliators ; to define the jurisdiction, powers, and procedure of such court; to provide for the
enforcement of ifs awerds and orders; and foj purposes conseyuent on or incidental fto those
objects,”—which was read a first time.

QOrdered to be printed, and read a second time on Wednesday next.

15. CoMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS :— William Jobn Ferguson, Esquire, came to the
Table, and was sworn by the Clerk as a Member of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications,

16, Darnrxo Harsovr WHARVEs RESTMPITION BILL:—

(1.) The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Sir William Lyne, Mr. 8peaker left
the Chair, and the House resclved itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the
expedieney of bringing in a Bill to validate certain notifications of appropriation and resumption in
connoction with a system of public wharves and approaches thercto; to provide for purchases,
appropriations, and resumptions for the extension of such system ; to provide for the compensation
for resumptions and purchases made, or to be made, for those purposes; and for the raising of
loans for such resumptions and purchases, and in respect of certain public works and services; to
anthorise and sanetion the commencing and conatructing of certain publiec works ; to fix the intercst
payable under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act; to amend the Public Works Act of

. 1888; and to validate certain proclamations of quarantine stations, and certain aets done within
such stations.

Mcr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported that the Committee had come to a
resolution. )

Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be now received. .

The Chairman then reported the resolution, which was read a first $ime, as follows :—

Resolved,—That it is expedient to bring in a Bill to validate certnin notifications of appropriation
and resnmption in connection with a system of public wharvos and approaches thereto; to
provide for purchases, appropriations, nnd resumptions for the extension of such system; to
provide for the compensation for resumptions and purchases made, or to be made, for those
purposes ; and for the raising of loans for such repumptions ond purchases, and in respect of

cerimn
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certain public works and services; to authorise and sanction the commencing and eonsiructing
of certain public works; to fix the interest pavable under the Lands for Public Purposes
Acquisition Act ; to amend the Public Works Act of 1888 ; and to validate certain proclamations
of quarantine stations, and certain acts done within such stations.

On motion of 8ir Williamm Lyne, the resolution was read a second fime, and agreed to.

(2.) Sir William Lyne then presented a Bill, intituled “ 4 Bill fo calidate ceriain notifications of
appropriation and reswmplion in connection with a system of publie wharves and approaches thereto ;
to provide for ofher appropriations, and resumptions and purchases, for the exziension of such
system ; to provide for the compensation for resumptions and purchases made, 0» tv be made, for those
purpases ; and for the raizing of loans for such resumptions and purchases, and in respect of certain
public works and services ; fo authorise und sanction the commencing and congtructing of certain
public works ; to fix the interest payable under the Lands for Public Purpose: Acguisition Aet; fo
amend the Public Works Act of 1888 ; and fo validate certain proclamations of quarantine stations,
and certain acts done within such sfations,’—which was read a first time.

Ordered to be printed, and read a second timne on Wednesday next.

17. PosyroveMENT :-—The Order of the Day for the consideration in Committce of the Whole of the
expediency of bringing in a Bill to make better provision for and in connection with the mausge-
ment of the port of Sydney ; to cstablish and appoint the Sydney Harbour Trust Commissioners ;
to confer on such Commissioners certnin powers in relation to such port, ineluding, among other
powers, the power to levy and collect certain tolls, dues, rafes, rents, and charges, and to purchase
and resume lands ; to vest certain property in the said Commissioners; znd fur purposes incidental
to or consequent on those objects ;—postpaned until Wednesday next.

18. Mingrs Accipent Rernizy Brrn:—

(1.} The Order of the Dray having been read,—on motion of Mr. Fegan, Mr. Speaker left the Chair,
and the House resolved itself into o Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency of bringing
in a Bill to provide a fund for the benefit of persons injured by mining accidents, and the relations
of persons killed or injured by such accidents; to provide for the management and application
of such fund ; and for purposes incidental to or consequent upon thoze objects.

Mr, Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported that the Committee had eome to a
resolution.

Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be now received.

The Chairman then reported the resolution, whicE was read o first time, as follows :—

Resolved,—That 1t is expedient to bring in a Bill to provide n fund for the benefit of persons
injured by mining accidents, and the relations of persons killed or injured by such accidents;
to provide for the management and application of such fund; and for purposes incidental to or
consequent upon those objects.

On motion of Mr. Fegan, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to,

(2.) Mr. Fegan then presented a Bill, intituled * A Bl to provide o fund for the bengfit of persons
tnfured by mining accidents, and the relations of persons killed or injured Ly such aceidenis; {o
provide for the management and epplication of such fund ; and for purposes ineidental fo or con-
sequent upon those objects,”—which was read a first time.

Ordered to be printed, and read a second tiwe on Wednesday next.

19. Muwves (Erour Hovrs) Bron:.—

(1.) The Order of the Day having been read,——on motion of Mr. Fegan, Mr. Speaker lcft the Chair,
and the House resoived itselt into a Committee of the Whele to consider the expediency of
bringing in a Bill to limit the hours of employment and working below ground in mines; and for
other purposes connected therewith.

IMr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reporied that the Committee had come to a
resolution,

Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be now received.

The Chairman then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, as follows :—

Resolved,—That it is expedient to bring in a Bill to limit the hours of employment and working
below ground in mines ; and for other purposes connected therewith.

Ou motion of Mr. Fegan, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.

(2.) Mr. Fegan then presented a Bill, intituled “ 4 Bill #o limit the hours of ecmployment and
working below ground in mines ; and for other purposes conmected therowith,”—which was read a
first time.

Ordered to be printed, and'read a second time on Wednesday next,

20. MzrrororaTaN Trarrre Biin:—

(1.) The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Mr, See, Mr, Speaker loft the Chair,
and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency of
bringing in a ill to make better provision for the regulation of traffic within a certain metropohtan
area; and for that purpose to regulate and control vehicles, horses, and the owners, drivers, and
conductors thereof, and persons using such vehicles, and eertain other persens; and for purposes
incidental to or consequent on these objects.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported that the Comumiltec had come to a
resolution.

Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be now received,
: The
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The Chairman then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, as follows :—

Tesolved,—That 1t 1s expedicnt to bring in a Bill to make better provision for the regulation of
traffic withina certain metropolitan area ; and for that purpose to regulate and control vehicles,
horses, and the owners, drivers, and tonductors thereof, and persons using such vehicles, and
certain other persons; to repecal certain Acls; and for purposes incidental to or consequent on
these objects.

Omn motion of Mr. Sec, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.

(2.) Mr. Bee then presented a Bill, intitnled “ 4 Bill fo make Letter provision for the regulation
of traffic within & cortain metropolitan area; and for that purposc to regulale and control vehicles,
horses, and the owners, drivers, and conductors thereof, and persons using such vehicles, and
certain  other persons; to repeal certain Acts; and for purposes tneidental to or consequent on
these objects,”—which was read a first time.

Ordered to be printed, and read & second time on Wednesday next.

21. Coaxr Miyes REGuLaTION AcT AMENDMENT Brin:—

{1.) The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Mr. Fegan, Mr. Speaker left the Chair,
and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to consifer the expediency of
bringing in a Bill to amend the Coal Mines ltegulation Act, 1896,

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported that the Committee had come to a
resolution, :

Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be now received,

The Chairmau then roported the resolution, which was read a first time, as follows: —

Resolved,—That it is expedient to bring in a Bill to amend the Coal-mines Regulation Act, 1896,
On motion of Mr. Fegan, the resolution was read a second fime, and agreed to.
(2.) Mr. Fegan then presented a Bill, intitoled “ .4 B4l o amend the Coal-mines Regulation Act,

1896,”—which was read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Wednesday next.

22. PosrroNEMENTS :—The remaining Orders of Day of Government Business postponed until
Wednesday next.

23. Jxprckxt Pubrroarrows Bint:—The Order of the Day having been rcad,—Mr, Brunker moved,
That this Bill be now read a third time. -
Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time, and, on motion of Mr. Brunker, passed.
Mr. Brunker then moved, That the Title of the Bill be * An det to suppresc indecent and obscene
publications.”
Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Bill be carried to tho Legislative Council with the following Message :—
Mr. PrRESIDENT,—

The Legislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, intituled *“ dn Aet fo suppress
indecent and obscene publications,”—presents the same to the Legislative Counetl for its concurrence.
Legislative Assembly Chamber,

Sydney, 28tk June 1900.

24, AvsourvMpsT:—Mr. See moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued. .
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at six minutes before Eleven o’clock, until Tuesday next at
Your o’clock.

F, W. WEBE, WILLIAM McCOURT,
Clerk af the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBIY.

FIFTH SESSION OF THE E!GHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

TUESDAY, 8 JULT, 1900.

1, The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

Coxsoraren Rrvenvi Fuxp Binn:—The following Message from His Excellency the Governor
wasg delivered by Sir Willinin Lyne, and read by Mr. Speaker :— _
BEAUCHAMPYP, Aessage No. 39.

Glovernor.

A Bill, intituled “dn Act to apply cortain sums out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of New
South Wales towards the Services of the year 1899-1900,"—as finally passed by the Legislative
Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His
Excellency hag, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted
it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded {o the proper Officer for enrolment,
in the manner required by law. ~ :
Government House,

Sydney, 29th June, 1900,

2. Derury-Sreaxee’s Commissrox 70 ApainistER TirE OATE OF ALLEGIANCE :—DMr. Speaker reported
that he had received a Commission, under the Great Seal of the Colony, dated twenty-ninth
June, 1900, and signed by His Excellency the Governor, empowering John Henry Cann, Esquire,
Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Assembly, in the absence of the Speaker, to administer
to Mombers the Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance required by law,—~—which Commission, by
direction of Mr. Speaker, was read by the Clerk, as follows :—

“ By His Excellency The Right Honorable WiLtiay, EBart Bravcaawe, Knight Commander of
“ the Most Distinguisked Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor and Commander-
* in-Chief of the Colony of New Nouth Wales and its Dependencies.

* To all to whom thess presents shall come —
* Greeting :—

“In é)ursua,nce of the authority in me vested in that behalf, I, Wrrrian, Eart Bravcrame,
“ as Governor of the Colony of New South Wales, do hereby authorise Jomxy Hexry Cawn,
“ Esquire, Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Assembly of the said Colony, in the absence
“ of the Honorable the Speaker of the said Assembly, to administer from time to time, as occasion
“ may require, to any Member of the said Assembly to whom the same shall not have been
“ previously administered, the Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance to Her Majesty the Queen,
“required by law to be taken or made and subscribed by every such Member before he shall be
“ permitted to it or vote in the said Legialative Assembly. :
“ Given under my Hand and the Seal of the Colony, at Government House, Sydney, in New

“ Bouth Wales aforesaid, this twenty-ninth day of June, in the year of our:Lord one

“ thousand nine hundred, and in the sixty-fourth vear of the Reign of Her Majesty

“ Queen Victoria. _
“ BEAUCHAMP.
“ By His Bzeellency’s Command,

« JOHN SEE.”
A _ 3.
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3. Lawp Tax (Assessmest Booxs) Biin:—The foilowing Message from His Excellency the Governor
was delivered by Sir William Lyne, and read by Mr. Speaker :—

BEAUCHAMP, Message No. 40.

Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 5H4th section of the Constitufion Act,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with s Bill te amend the provisions
of the Land and Jncome Tax Assessment Aet of 1895 with respeet to land tax assessments and
assessment books, and the collection of land tax ; to provide for better defining the persons liable
to such tax, and the deductions therefrom; and for purposes eonsequent on or incidental to those
objects.

Governmeni House,
Sydney, 8rd July, 1900.

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill

4. QUESTIONS:—

(1.) Travelling Allowances to Ministers of the Crown:—DMr. Nielsen asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Do Ministers reccive special allowances for their espenses when iravelling in country
districts ? .

(2.) If so, what is the amount nsually allowed per day ?

(3.) Will ke lay upon the Table of this House a return showing the total amount drawn by each
member of the Mipistry, in addition to his regular salary, since the 1st January, 1900°?

Sir William Lyne answered,—

(i) Yes.

(2.) £2 2s. per diem. The Premier is, however, usually allowed £38 3s. per diem. :

(8.) The amounts paid to Members of the Ministry sinee lst January, 1900, in addition to
regular salarvies, are as follows:—Honaratle T, M. Hassall, Secretary for Lands, £54 12s;
Honorable W. H. Wood, Minister of Justice, £17 17s. Both these amounts represent fees at
the rate of £2 2s. per diem while travelling. Honorable W. P. Crick, Postmaster-Gleneral,
£4 4s.  This sum represents travelling expenses in connection with a Cooference held in Mel-
bourne. Homnorable . W. O’Sullivan, Secretary for Public Works, £25. This amount represents
expenses out of pocket claimed in lieu of fees, It may be added that up to the 4th April Mr.
OrSullivan had travelled thirty-nine days, and would have been entitled to £81 18s. Instead of

. charging by fees, however, he asked only for repayment of expenses out of pocket. Homnorable
J. L. Fegan, Secretary for Mines and Agriculture, £67 49, This amount represents the usual
out-of pocket expenses for travelling, and is at the same rafe as was allowed to DMr. Fegan's
predecessor.

(2.) Unemployed or Labour Commission :—Mr. Whiddon asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) How often does the Unemployed or Labour Cominission hold its meetings ?
{2.) What is the remuneration for each sitting ?
(3.) }?Vho is the President; and does he receive any additional remuneration for holding that
office
(4.) Isit intended to make this Commission a permanent hody ?
{56.) Has this Board or Commission control of the Labour Bureau, or is it the intention of the
Gaovernment to give such control to this Board ?
{6.) Isit intended that this Board shall be permanent?
(7.} Has it been found that the oflicers of the Lands or Works Departments, assisted by the Labour
Bureau, under the control of the Minister for Labour, are net sufficient for what this Board is
supposed to be established for?
(8.) Will he have any objection to state what it is intended the particular scope or function of
this Board is to be ?
(9.) What was the particular qualification that caused the Government to appoint the Rev. Carr-
Smith as a member of this Board ?

8ir William Lyne answered,—

(1.) Sittings are limited to two per week.

(2.) Chairman, £3 3s.; other Commissioners, excopting Mr. Hanson, £2 2s.

(3.) Mr. Schey. Answered by No. 2.

(4.) Bventually, if it be found that the purposes for which the Board was brought into existence
are fulfilled.

(5.) Not at present.

(6.) Answered by No. 4.

(7.) 1t is anticipated that all matters relating to the unemplayed will be more satisfactorily dealt
with than heretofore.

(8.} The functions of the Board are to inquire into all matters in connection with labour not
absorbed by private enterprise, and to advise the Minister for Labour and Industry thereon.

(9.} The experience gained by him during twenty years’ work, mostly amongst the poor, during
which period he wns, more or less, a student of soeial questions, and also during eight years’
membership of the Stoke-on-Trent Board of Guardians, aunion which has been held up as a model
of what such an institution should be, and which periodically had to deal with the unemployed.

{3.) Increases of Salaries to Public Servants :-——Mr. Cohen asked the Attorney-General,—
(1.) What proportion of the £14,000 voted on the last Estimates for increases to salaries of
clerical and professionnl officers in the lower grades has been devoted to members of the
Professional Livision graded as draftsmen P -
(2) Why has the Professional Division not been brought under an annual inerement system
similar to that enjoyed by the Clerical Division for the last two years P ,
(3.
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(8.) Does the Public Service Board propose issuing regulations providing for annual increments
to the Professional Division ; and, if so, will a suin of money be placed on the Estimates, so that
such increments may take effect from the same date as thoso to the Clerical Divigion ¥

My, Wood answered,—

(1) A rsum of £1,586 out of the Vote of £14,000 taken on the last Estimates has been devoted
o increasing the salaries of officers, draftsmen, and others of the lower grades of the Professional
Division, viz., those in receipt of salaries under £300 per anoum,

(2 and 3.) The Public Service Board have had under eonsideration the question of making inere-
ment regulations for officers of the Professional Division, but in conneetion iherewith they point
ouf that the matter is one of much difliculty, which they have not yet been able to satisfactorily
overcome, although they have given the subject the most anxious thought. It is certain, however,
that in the event of it being determined not to extend the increment syetem the salaries of the
officers of the Professional Division will have to be revised evory year. The Board farther point
out that the salaries of the officers of tho Professional Division were regraded so recently as May
lagt year, when a number of increases werc given, and that they have only lately completed tho
work of hearing the appeals against that grading, as a result of which a number of further increases
were allowed.

{(4.) Land Titles Office :—Mr. Carroll, for Mr. F. Clarke, asked the Minister of Justice,—
(1.) Ts he aware that the building known as the Land Titles Office is unsuitable in position,
incommodions, and not by any means well lighted or ventilated ?
(2.) In view of the constantly-mereasing work of this branch of the Public Service, will he
soriously congider the question of providing a more commodious and up-to-date building in the
vicinity of the Lands Office, with which it ir closely associated in its administrative worl ?

Mr. Wood apswered,—] am aware that the building used as the I.and Titles Offiee is not at all
suitable for the purpose. The matter will receive full consideration.

(3.) Yederal and State Legislators :— M. Carroll, for Mr., 1%, Clarke, asked the Colonial 1'reasurer,—
(1.} Has he scriously considered the desirabilily of amending our Constibution Aet by making it
illegal (2) for Members whilst refaining their seats in either House of the State Legislature to
seek election {o the Federal Parliament, aud (b) to prevent Members from holding the dual
positions of Federal and State Legislators ?

(2.) 1f not, will he consider during the present Session the desirabilily of introduecing such
legislation P

Sir William Lyne answerod,—This question has not yet been scrionsly considered, but will ocenpy
the attention of the Government during the next month,

(6.) Sale of Frontagoe to Martin-place : —B8ir Matthew Harris asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Wasan offer made recently to the Government for the whole frontage to Martin-place prior
to the recent auction sale at which the Bauk of Australasia purchased a poriion ?
{2.) IFf so, what was the amount offered ?
(8.) Would the Government now receive that amount, including what has been or is to be paid
by the Bank of Australasia ?

Sir William Y.yne answered,—I am not aware of any such offer as the Honoralle Member refers
to having been made.

(7.) Delays in the Equity Court:—Mr. Haynes asked the Attorney-General,—
(1.) Respecting the repeated delays in the Equity Court, is he aware that some important cases
get as liftle as two or three hours hearing one day per week, and that such cases threaten to last
for years ?
(2.) 'Would it not be expedient to relieve the present Master in Equity of the Lunacy portion of
his duties?

Ay, Wood answered,—

(L) Iam informed by the Master in Equity that he iz not aware of such delays, as far as the
Master's Office is concerned ; and he can state that the same do not exist, and that no important
cases pet as liitle as fwo or three hours’ hearing one day a week. It is his practice, as far as
possible, to take such cases de die in diem until inquiry is completed.

(2.) Yt would not be expedient to relieve the present Master in Equity of the Lunaey portion of
his duties.

(8.) Children Parading the Streets of Sydney:—Mr. Haynes asked the Colonial Secretary,—
Respecting the gencrally known fact that the streets of Sydney are crowded by day and night with
young children of both sexes, will he communicate with the Inspector-General of Police with a
view to more vigorous enforcement of the law respecting such children ?

Mr. See angwered,~—The Industrial Schools Act is,enforeed by the Police as far as practicable, but
it does not reach children who are neglected and are employed in the etrects selling matches and
other small articles, An amendment of the law to reach such children would be of great public
advantage, and the matter is now under the consideration of the Government.

(9.) Sabstitution of Electric Power for Steam throughout the Tramway System:—Mr, J. C. L.
Fitzpatrick asked the Secretary for Public Works,— .
(L) s it a fact that, in order to carry out the scheme for substituting electrie power for steam
thronghout the metrepolitan and suburban tramway system, the plant at present in use has been
reported ns being absolutely inadequate to meet the increased demands thereby made upen it ?
(2.} It this iz so, will he consider the advisability of securing a Deparimental report on the
question of utilizing, for the purposes indicated, the water power now going to waste in the Grose
and Colo rivers, and of putting it to use in the gencration of electricity for motive, lighting, and
other purposes ? Mr.
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Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—

(1.) The unexpected and enormous development of traffic on the tramways already existing shows
that the power supplied is quite inadequate for the completion of the system, and for other tram-
ways to be constructed.

(2.)_As I stated lnst Tuesday, I am in hopes of carrying out such a scheme as that suggested by
the Honorable Mewber. 1 have already nstructed an officer to report upon the proposal, and if
the recommendation is favorable 1 will bring the matter Lefore the Cabinet, and endeavour to
obtain their consent to a scheme for the utilization of the Grose and Colo Rivers as a means of
giving adequate power for tramway purposes, as well as for lighting Sydney and suburbs and
country towns en ronte, by electricity.

(10.) Stecam Launches Employed on the Harbours and Rivers:—Mr, Mo Lean, for Mr. Molesworth,
asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.} Is he aware that a large number of steam Isunches employed on the harbours and rivers of
the Colony are not subject to periodical survey of either hull or machinery, and that the law ig
ineffective in this direction ?
(2.) Will he, in the interest of the lives of those employed therein, take the necessary steps to
have the law so amended that all steamers shall be examined periodically as to the eondition of
their hulls, boilers, and machinery, and certificates issued in accordance therewith ?

Sir William Lyne answered.——An opinion has been given by the Crown Law authorities that the
Navigation (Amendment) Act, 1899, does not extend the provisions of survey to steam vessels
carryiug cargo in the harbours and rivers, of which there are a good number in Sydney Harbour
and in the Northern Rivers, and the Superintendent of the Department of Navigation has there-
fore no power to compel such vessels to submit to a periodical survey of their hulls and machinery.
The question of amending the law will receive consideration.

(11.) ERevaluation of Land under the Land and Income Tax Act :—2Mr, Watson, for Mr. Arthur
Griffith, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) Ts it not a fact that, under the provisions of the Land and Income Tax Act, the whole of the
lands of the Colony must bo revalued before the end of the present year ?
(2.) Does he intend to adhere to his formerly expressed intention of having the work done by o
seall body of competent, responsible valuers, permanently in the service of the Government, s¢ as
to avoid a rceurrence of the abuses connected with the former valnation, resulting from the
employment of a number of irresponsible persons ?
(3.) If his intention is as above, will he see that the appointments are made at once, so that the
valuers may have time to do their work effectively and satisfactorily, and so as to aveid a recurrence
of the crrors resulting from the manner in which the work was rushed on the former oceasion ?

Sir William Lyne answered, —The question of the revaluation of the whole of the lands of the
Colony under the provisions of the Tand and Tucome Tax Assessment Act of 1895 has raceived
the earnest eonsideration of the Commissioners. A Bill has already been drafted, and is now in
the hands of the Crown Law authorities, which will have the effect of suspending the valuation
referred to during the present year, and substituting an arrangement by which the lands of the
Colony may be valned in divisions by expert assessors, with the result that the work may be
thoroughly and efficiontly carried ont. On the first occasion 200 assessors were appointed, many
of whom, it was afterwards ascertained, were very incompetent. The time within which the work
had to be done was unduly limited, and the result was, in every way, unsatisfactory. This was
partly due to the fact that, in the absence of any movement in land speculation, thers was little or
no relizble guide to values. The condition of matters in that respect has not since altered, and, if
a general valuation were attempted this year, there is no doubt that it would be followed, as in
the first instance, by universal dissatisfaction and protest. At the present moment Departmental
work is proceeding smoothly ; the taxpayers are acquiescing in the present system of direct
taxation, and the Commissioncrs consider that it would not be politic or expedient to disturb the
minds of the taxpayers, which a general asscssment would undoubtedly bring about, During the
next few weeks, the Commissioners hope that the heavy expenses which have been incurred in the
preparation of the Assessment Books, and the comprehensive index of the 180,000 names of
persons interested in taxable land, will be materially reduced, and that they will be in a position to
submit, for the approval of the ¥lonorable the Premier, the names of several highly-qualified
persons for appointment as permanent assessors,

(12.) Roads in the Coastal Districts:—Mr. MeFarlane asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
In view of the largely-increased traffic upon the roads in the coastal districts cansed by the rapid
growth of the dairying industry, will he, upon next Estimates, make more substantial provision for
the \mprovement of roads ? .

Mr. O’Bullivan answered,—1 have already, decided to submit a largely inereased vote for roads for
the cousideration of the Cabinet, and when I receive that all defective roads will have treatment at
my hands. From reports in my possession I believe the roads in the north coastal districts are in
5 bad condition. In fact, that remark will apply to many other roads in the country, which, owing
%o the cutting down of the road vote by £250,000, have been left in a disgracefnl state.

8. Vinr Dismases Acr oF 1893 :—MMr Sydney Smith presented a Petition from certain vinegrowers of
New South Wales, representing that the Vine Disenses Act has failed to accomplish that for which
it wae passed, viz.—to eradicate the insect known as phylloxera; that the insect known here as
phylloxera is alinost harmless, and in no case has it been proved to have destroyed n single vine ;

thab those who have came within the Act have been deprived of their livelihood; and praying the

House to repeal zuch Act. '

Petition received,

6.
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G. Liquor Act:—The following Petitions,—praying for the amendment of the Liquor Act, so ar to

7.

10.

11.

provide, firstly, for o reduction of the hours of sale in public-houses and places held by wine
licensees, and, secondly, to ensure mare effective Sunday closing,—were presented by the Members
named »—

(1.) By Mr. See—From Robert Allen, President, and R. C. G. Page, Seeretary of & public meeting
of rosidents on the Clarence River.

(2.) By Sir Willklam Lyne—Dlrom A. T. Watson, Chief Templar, and Chairman of o meeling of
Loyal Woomargama United Lodge, No. 793, 1.O.G.T.

(3.) By Sir William Lyno—ZFrom certain residents of Woomargama.

(4.) By Mr. 8ydney Smith—TFrom certzin residents of Canterbury.

Petitions received. :

Cuvrerr oF Evarand Prorerry Trust, Drocrse oF Gounnpuny :(—Mr, Haynes prescenfod a Petition
from Captain Comte de Rossi, representing that he had been wronglully removed from his position
as a Trustee of St, Saviour's Church, three Crown grants, and moneys thereto pertaining, to which
position he had been appointed by an instrument in writing by Frederick Barker, Metropolitan
Bishop of Sydney, under his hand and episcopal seal dated the 12th March, 1856 ; that the present
Bishop of Groulburn had been appointed sole Trustee, in contravention of law ; that Petitioner had,
during tho present year, by petition to the Equity Court, sought for a reseission of such appoint-
ment, but had been unsuceessful ; and that Petitioner had been ordered by the said Court to pay
up certain moneys which he asserted he did not owe; and praying the House to grant a Select
Committee to inquire into all the circumstances of the case, or that Petitioner may be afforded
such other relief ag will free him from further vexations and harassing litigation.

Petition received.

L]

PAPERY :-m
Sir William Lyne laid upon the Table,—Report of the Federal Electoral Districts Commissioners
respecting the division of the Colony into Federal Electoral Divisions.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.
Mr. O’Sullivan laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Amended By-law in connection with the Jerilderie Water Supply.
(2.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, parish of Bingal,
county of Rous, for the arection of & Wharf on the north bank of Bingal Creek, at Wardell,
Referrod by Sessiona] Order to the Printing Committee.
Mr. Sce 1aid upon the Table,—Householder's Schedule to the Report of the Conference of Statisticians
regpecting the collection nnd compilation of the Census of Auatralasin of 1901.
Referred by Scssional Order to the Printing Committee.
Mer. Perry laid upon the Table,—Report of the Sydney Grammar School for the year 1899,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Sypxey Coar DEL1vERY AcTs REPEAL Bt (Formal Motion) :—

{1.) Mr. Cohen moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to repeal the Act
for regulating the eale and delivery of coal in the City of Sydney and its vicinity (9 Vie. No. 8),
and the Act amending the same (10 Vie. No. 2}

Question put and passed.

(2.) Mr. Colen then presented n Bill, intituled “ A Biil fo repeal the Act for regulating the sals and

" delivery of Coal in the City of Sydney and its vicinity (9 Vie. No. 8), and the Act amending the
same (10 Fie. No. 2),'—which was read a first time.

Ordered to be printed, and read a socond time on Tuesday, 15th Seplember.

PostroneMENT -—The Order of the Day for the seccond reading of the Art Unions Act Amendment
Bill postponed until Tuesday, 24th July.

Worrorcore Warer Sverrny Works Bmr:—The following Message from His Excelleney the
Gtovernor was delivered by Mr. O'Sullivan, and read by Mr. Speaker:—

BEAUCHAMP, Message No. 41.
Governor.

In aceordance with the provisions contasined in the 5dth section of the Constitution Act,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in conncetion with a Bill to sanction the
construction of 'Water S8upply Works for the Borough of Wollongong (such works to provide
for extension to Port Kembla on the south, and towards Bulli on the north); and to apply the
provisions of the Country Towns Water and Sewerage Act of 1580, and any enactment amending
the same, to the said works.

Government House,
Sydney, 38tk June, 1900,

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

12, Tarue:—DMr, Speaker laid upon the Table,—Copies of Minutes of His Excellency the Governor

and the Exeeutive Council,—
{z) Authorising the transfer of an amount from the Votc “ Government Printer ™ to supplement
the Vote *“ Stores and Stationery.”
{6) Authorising the transfer of an amount from the Vote * Parliamentary Reporting Staff ” to
supplement the Vote © Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,”
Referrod by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

13.
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13. ApjovrwmMusT :—Mr. Speaker stated that he had reeeived from the Honorable Member for Sydney—
King Division, Mr. Keid, a Notice, under the 49th Standing Order, that he desired to move the
adjournment of the House, to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz.—
¢ The return of the Austratian Contingents to Australin when the war in South Afriea is over.”
And the motion for the adjournment of the House being supported by five other Henorable
Members,—

Mr. Reid, moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question put and negalived.

14. Memsrr Swory :—William White Young, Esquire, having taken and subscribed the Oath of
Allegiance, and signed the Roll of the House, took his seat as Member for the Electoral District
of Bathurst.

15. Crowyx Lanwps:-—Mr. Rose moved, pursuant to Notice,—

(1.) That, in the opinion of this ITousc,— .
(1.) The present policy of exclading available Crown landa from conditional purchase in
favour of homestend selections and settlement leascs iz opposed to the best interests of the
country,
(2) H}olders of homestead sclections and settlemens leases should have the right of converting
such tenures into conditional purchases.

(2.) That the above resolutions be communicated by Address to His Excclleney the Governor.

Debate ensued.

Mr. Cruickshank moved, That thig Debate be now adjourned.

Debate ensued.

Question put, That this Debate be now adjourned.

The House divided.

Aves, 36, Noes, 17.
Mr. Morgan, Mr. Gormly, Mr. Cook,
Mr. See, Mr, Anderson, Mr. Arthur Griflith,
Mr. O’Connor, Mzr. Byrne, Mr. Samuel Smith,
Mr. Cruickshank, Mr. Hurley, Mr, Inw,
My. O’'Suilivan, Mr. Barnes, Mr. Ross,
My, Price, Mr, Beonett, Mr, Ashtoo,
Mr. Haseull, Mr, Pyers, Mr. Spence,
Mr. Brunker, Mr. Wood, Mr. Thomas Clarke,
Mr. Newman, Dr. Graham, Mr. Henry Chapman,
Mr, Jessep, Mr, Garland, Mr. Thoruns,
Mr. Miller, Mr. Richnrds, Mr. Nielsen,
Mr. Moore, Mr. Spruson, Mr. Gillies,
Mer. Neild, " Mr. Nelson, Mr. Cotton,
Mr. Thomas Fitzpatrick, Mr. Dick, Mr. Holman,
Mr. McFarlane, My, Carroll. Mr. Cohen,
Mzr. Fepan,
My, chglry Clarke, Tellers, Tellers,
My, Waddell, Mr. Rose, : Mr. Macdonald
Mr. Chanter, My. Millard. Mr. Watson.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered, that the Debate be adjourned until Tuesday, 14th August.

16. Mzvrean Pracrirroxers AMENDMENT Binn (Neo. 2) :—Mr. Price, pursuant o leave granted on
13th June, 1900, presented a Bill, intituled * 4 Bill for the registration of medical practitioners,
the restriction of unqualified persons from practising, and to amend such other statutes as may
be inconsistent therawith,”—which was read o first time.

Ordered to be printed, and read 2 second time on Tuesday, 18th September.

17. Dismissin oF Mns. ApRAnraMs, SHAFTESBURY Gyers Asyiuy:—DMr. Holman moved, pursuant fo
Notico,—
(1.} That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the circumstances
surrounding the dirmissal of Mrs. Abrahams, sub-matron of the Shattesbury Girls Asylum.
(2.) That such Committec consist of Mr. MeGowen, Mr. Ashton, Mr. O'Conor, Mr. Sprusoen,
Mr. Quinn, Mr. Meagher, Mr. Storey, and the Mover.
Question put and passed.

18. ALFRED AUSTIN SaMrsoN's SETTLEMENT Lkase, GUxyrvpail:—DMr. Moore moved, pursuant to
Notice,—
(t.) That a Select Committee be appointed to inguire into and report upon the matter of Alfred
Austin Samnpson’s Settlement lease No. 96-21, Gunnedah, his a.gpoals againgt the valuntions of
improvements on same, and all other proceedings in connection therewith. _
{2.) Thatsuch Commitice consist of Mr. Hassall, Mr, Phillipe, Mr. Ashton, Mr. S8awers, Mr. Watson,
Mpr. Cruickshank, Mr, Goodwin, Mr. Whiddon, Mr. Spence, and the Mover.,
(3. That the Minutes of Proceedings and Evidence of the Select Committe of Third Session of
1899, together with all papers referred thereto, be referred to such Committee.
Question put and passed.

19. Corpiriowsi. Purcmase or GEeorek Huxeurins CowrLrp:—Mr. Thomas Fitzpatrick moved,
pursuant to Notice,— :
(1.} That a Select Committee be appointed to jnquire into and report upon the claim of George
Humphries Cowled, for loss sustained, by reason of the Supreme Court having reversed the
decisions of the Land Appeal Court and the Local Land Board at Waggs Wagga, as to his right to
an original conditional purchase.
(2.) That such Comunttee consist of Mr. Hassall, Mr. Ashton, Mr. Germly, Mr. Cann, Mr.
Barnes, Mr. Nieholson, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Byrne, Mr, Affleck, and the Mover,
Question put and passed, 20.
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20. AccrorNt 1o Alprnr Buwpa¥k ox Ramnway Pressses, Tamwortu :—Mr. Gillies moved, pur-
sunant to Notice,— R
(1.) That 5 Sclect Committee be appeinted to inquire into and report upon all the cirenmstances
attending the accident to one Albert Burbank, on the railway premises at Tamworth, on ihe 2ad
day of July, 1897,

{2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Bennett, Mr, Edden, Mr. Dight, Mr. Meagher, Mr, Wilks,
Mzr. Spence, Mr. Thomas Brown, Mr. Nicholson, and the Mover.
Question put and passed, ;

21, Cramx oF Mz J. L. Davinsor, Paonrvarow :—br. Neild moved, pursuant to Notice,—

(1.) That a Select Committee be appointed to Inguire into and report upon a elaim for damages
said to be sustained by Mr. J. L. Davidson by reason of the proximity of the Police Station,
Paddington, to his dwelling.
{2.) That sueh Committee consist of Mr, See, Mr. Meagher, Mr. E. M. Clark, Mr. Holman,
Mzr. Storey, Mr. Spence, Mr. J, C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr, Nobbs, Mr. O0*Connor, and the Mover.

" Question put and passed.

22, Trvex Biny :—Mr, Cook moved, pursuant to Notice, That this House will, on its next sitting day,
resolve itself ihte a Commitiee of the Whole to consider the expediency of bringing in a Bill to
regulate contracts made with respect to and the payment of wages; to prohibit such payment being
paid in goods or otherwise than in money ; and to regulate the service of legal process.

Question put and passed. . .
23, AnsourxmrENT :—DMr, See moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensned,
Question put and passed.
The House adjourned accordingly, at Eleven o’clock, until Te-morrow at Four o’clock.
¥, W. WEBB, WILLIAM McCOURT,

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, Speaker.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

Oo¥ THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBILY.

FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

WHEDNESDAT, 4 JULZY, 1900.

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.
QUESTITONS :—

(1.) Exchange of Tands:—Mr. Chanter asked the Secretary for Lands,— ) .
(1) Mave applications been made by the owners of Carconboon and Puckawidgee respectively, in
the Deniliquin Land District, for an exchange of lands ? .

(2.) Are the lands proposed to be surrendered by the said owners situated in the Hay and Hillston
Land Distriets ?

(3.) Does Lo approve of the policy of lund in one district being exchanged for land in another
district distant from each other over a hundred miles or more ?

(4.) If not, will he in the future refuse to approve such applications, or to send such to any Loeal
Land Board for inquiry ?

Mr. Haseall answered,—

(3. and 2.) An application has been made by Messrs. J. and J. Dickson, the holders of Caroonboon
holding, to acquire land within that holding in the Deniliquin Land District in exchange for lands
in the Hay and Hillston Land Districts, and an application has been made by Messrs, Currie and
Mackinnon, the holders of Puckawidgee bolding, to ncquire land within that holding, which is
situated partly within the Tand Districts of Deniliquin and Hay, in exchange for lands within the
Iay Tand District, .
(3 and 4.) There i nothing in the law opposed to an exchange of lands in different holdings or in
different districts, and #his fact I have felt compelied o bear in mind. I am not in favour of
exchanges of lands remoto from each other, but where local xeports peint to a certain proposal as
advantageous to the Crown's interests, I have thought it not undesirable to refer the case to the
Land Board for full investigation, leaving the question whether the exehangze shall be completed a
matter for decision afterwards, '

(2)) Early Closing Act :—Dr. Ross asked the Minister of Publie Instruetion,—
(1) Is he aware that in a block of buildings on the Parramatta Rond, Annandale, between
Johnstone and Annandnlo streets, there are two grocers who are compelled by law to close their
shops at 6 o’'clock four days per wepk—half-loliday on 'Wednesdays and 10 o’clock on Saturdays ?
(2.) Ts he aware that between these two grocers’ shops, in the same street, is a so-called ham and
beef shop, in which there is a good display of general groceries, teas, dairy preduce, fresh pork,
and sausages, &c., and that close by is a butcher's shop also compelled by law to close at the same
time as the two grocers ? )
(3.) Is he nwaro that the proprictor of the ham and beef shop keeps his place open daily until
§ or 9 o'eloely, and 11 o’clock on Saturdays, and this ham and beef shop makes a special show of
various linos, such ns butter, tes, bacon, ehecse, eggs, lavd, condiments, when the two grocers’ and
butcher's shops are by lnw compelled to close ?
{4.) Was it ever contemplated that such an anomaly should veeur or exist under the Early Closing
© Act?
(8) Will he see that some steps are taken to have these anmnalies rectified or amended, so as to
place all persons in business on an equal footing and equality ?
Mr, Perey answered,—
(1) Yes.
(2.) Yes.
(3.) Yes; but the local police have observed that only cooked provisiens are sold in the shop when
the grocers are closed.
© (4 and 5.) This matter is dealt with in the amending Bill. (3.)
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(3.) Early Closing Aet :~—Dr. Ross asked the Minister of Public Instruction,—
(1.} Tsit a fact that & poor man in a small grocery business in Surry Hills was lately fined £1 for
selling a loaf of bread (under the Early Closing Act) to a child after hours. the mother having sent
the child for 1he bread as the family had ro Lread in the house at the time ?
(2.) Did the Early Closing Act ever contemplate inflicting so cruel a hardship on poor families to
be deprived, in a free Christian country, of the liberty of purchasing a loaf of bread and common
necessarics of life ?
(3.) Will he see that the Act in this respect is amended in the interest of poor tradesmen and
suffering families ?
(4.) 1f ham and beef shops are allowed to keep open after 6 o’elock, will he take steps to alter the
law 8o that bskers and grocers, &e,, will bo allowed to sell bread (the staff of life) afier 6 o’clock,
cspecially to poor families that are starving or in want of the necessaries of life ¥

Mr. Perry answered,—

{1.) No. Harris Greenberg, general storekceper, Goulburn and Nithdale strects, was summoned
for not keeping hia shop closed after the hour for closing on the 136h February last. He pleaded
guilty, and was fined 5s., with 5s. Gd. costs. The officer who summoned him saw a girl leave the
shop with bread on the date mentioned after prescribed hours.

{2.) The Lariy Closing Act does not deprive, nor does it contemplate depriving,  poor families of
“ the liberty of purchasing a loaf of bread.” The effect of the Act is to require. ©* poor families™
and others to make their purchases at such heurs as will not doprive other poor familics, such ns
shopkeepers nnd shop-assistants, of a reasonable amount of liberty,

(3 and 4.) The Act will be amended in such directions as experience has shown to be nccessary.

{4.) Cargo and Orange Road to Cudal:—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.) The amount of money expended annually (if any) in the way of repairs on the road leading
from Cargo and Orange road to Cadal Municipality boundary ?
(2.) The same information with regard to the road from Molong, #ia Beree and Bowau Park, to
Cargo ?
Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—
(1.) There is a road known to the Department as Murphy's Hill to Cudal (Murphy's ITill being
on the Orange to Cargo road), on which the average annual expenditure for the past five years has
been £83 0s. 5d.
(2.) Average anuual expenditure for past five vears, £120 17s. 10d.

(5.) Officers of the Land and Tucome Tax Department :—Mr. Nicholson, for Mr. Ferris, asked the
Colonial Treasurer,—Is it the intention of the Govarnment fo place the officers of the Land Tax
and Income Department on the permanent staff; if so, when ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—Yes. Legislative authority will be necessary, and that is at present
receiving the consideration of the Glovernment.

(6.) Land Appraisement Act:-—Mr. Byrne asked the Secretary for Tands,—When does he intend
to put into operation the provisions of the Land Appraisement Act P

Mr. Hassall answered,~—1The matter has been carefully kept in view from the outset, but until very
recently very few applications were received, so few indeed that any special expense would not
have been warranted. Recently more activity has been displayed by selectors, and where a
sufficient number of applications have been received steps have been taken, with a view to have
them dealt with. It may be of interest to the Houorable Member to state that the latest infor-
mation to hand shows an average of between four and five applications to have been received for
each Land District. The following are the fizures :—Armidale Land Board District, comprisin
5 Land Districts, 23 ; Bourke Land Board Disirict, comprising 6 Land Districts, 15 ; Dubbo Lan
Board Disirict, comprising 4 Land Districts, 4; Forbes Land Board District, comprising 6 Land
Digtricts, 33 ; Goulburn Land Board District, comprising 18 Land Districts, 103 ; Grafter Land
Board District, comprising 7 Land Districts, 6; Hay Land Board District, comprizsing 8 Land
Districts, 161 ; Mariland Land Board District, comprising 13 Land Districts, 4; Moree Land
Board Distriet, comprising 5 Land Districts, nil ; Orange Land Board District, comprising 9 Land
Districts, 19; Sydney Land Board District, comprising 11 Land Districts, 7 ; Tamworth Land
Board District, comprising 5 Land Distriets, 4 ; Wagga Wagga Land Board District, comprising
11 Land Distriets, 71.

(7.} Reappraisement of Lands—Western Division Lenses:—Mr. Byrne asked the Secretary for
ands,—

(1.} Is it his inlention to appoint valuators in conmection with the Reappraisement of Lands
Act; if so, when ?
(2.) When will the Commission appointed to inquire into the Westarn Division leases commence
their duoties P
Mr. Haszall answered,—
(1.} Yos; and the matter is now under consideration so far as coneerns districts in which a sufficient
number of applications have been received.
(2.) The Commission having been appointed, no unnecessary delay wiil take place before they
commence their duties,

(8.) Dromedary Gold-field :—3fr. Carroll, for Mr. Austin Chapman, asked the Scerctary for Mines,—
{1.) Were there any gold lenses taken for quartz or allavial at Dromedary Gold-feld prior to
1R Cowdroy's diseovery, which was in Mareh, 1877 7
(2.} If g0, how many, snd what amount of revenue did 1he Department derive from the Dromedary
Gold-field (if such existed) during the stated period of fifteen years prior to March, 1877 ¢
(3.) When was Mount Dromedary proclaimed a gold-field ? :

(4.) Waas it proclaimed before or after March, 18777 (5.)
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(5.) How much revenue, including lease fees, survoy fees, rents, miners’ rights, business and
mineral licenses, has the Mines Department derived from Mount Dromedary Gold-field since F. R.
Cowdroy’s discovery, from March, 1877, up to March, 19007

(6.) Why has the Mines Department retused to supply F. R. Cowdroy with a copy of Warden
Elliott’s report on his application for the discovery of Mount Dromedary reefing field ?

(7.) On whose information did Wardeén De Boos base his report when he stated that the alluvial
flats at tho foot of the mountain, together with the watercouses running down from it, had been
worked fifteen years prior to March, 1877 ?

(8.) Can the Department prove the above statement to be correct ?

(9.) Can he or tfle Department refute any one statement contained in F. R. Cowdroy's application,
dated 17th April, 19007

Mr. Fegan answered,— _

(1 to 5.) It is not possible to supply the information at present, as it will take considerable
research and time to prepare, and I would ask the Honorable Member to move for a return in the
usual way.

(6.) The rcport of Mr. Warden Elliott was supplied for the information and gnidance of the
Dopartment only, and is regarded as confidential.

(7.} Mr. De Boos was Warden of the district at the time, and no doubt based his report on his
personal knowledge,

(8.) The onus of disproving the statements rests with Mr. Cowdror.

(9.) Yes, for even were it ndmitted (which it is not) that Mr, Cowdroy was the discoverer, the
terms of the reward were not complied with. The discovery was not less than 4 miles from the
nearest gold workings, nor were 300 miners found employment within three months.

(9) Property left in Public Vehicles :—Mr. Dacey asked the Colonial Secrefary,—
(1.) 1sit not a fact that all property left in public vehicles must be taken to the office of the
Metropolitan Board of Transit Commissioners P :
(2.) How many articles have been deposited there during the Iast three months ?
(3:) What is the approximnie cash valuc of the whole of such articles?
(4.} Isall unelaimed property sold by auction at the end of three months ; if not, how often is it
sold ¥
(5.) What did the last sale realise ? .
(G.) How long were the arlicles accumulating which wero offered at the dast sale ?

Mr. See answered,—The following information has been furnished by the Registrar of the
Metropolitan Transit Commission : —

(1) Yes. :

(2.) Seveniy-six, thirty-four of which have been returned to owners.

(3.) Under £10.

(4.) No. Generally twice a year.

(8.) £10 8s. 3d.

(6.) Nine mouths.

(10.) Gratuities to Retired Public Servanis:—Mr. J. C. L, Fitzpatrick asked the Attorney-General,—
(1.) Have their gratuities been paid to any officers in the State employment whose services were
dispensed with on the vceasion when the Public Serviee Board came into existence, but who have
since been given permanent or temporary employment in their old or other Departments ?

(2.) If such gratuitics have been paid to and been retained by sowe officers, will he inform the
House why others have been refused the same right ?
(3.) On what principle have these gratuitics been granted and refused ?

Mr. See answered,—

(1) Yes.

(2.) 1t is difficult to answer a general question of thiskind. Tn many cases where officers have been
re-employed the gratuiiies hag been paid to them before such re-employment; and where the
re-appointment was to a permanent position, special arrangements were made with the officers
that the amount of gratuity received by them should berefunded by instalments. Tt has, bowever,
been determined that, on the tormination of the officers’ permanent service, the gratuity is payable,
and in the enses where officers have been re-employed, and have not received a gratuity, the money
will be payable on their finally leaving the Service.

(3.) On the principles laid down in the Public Service Act.

(11.) Government Metallurgical Works at Clyde:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Secretary for
Mines,—
(1.) Is it intended to close the Government Metallurgical Works at Clyde; and, if so, for what
reason is this course to be pursued ?
(2.) What expenditure would need to be incurrcd so that the works might be fitted with such
modern machinery and appliances as would enable it to be worked to the satisfrction of the mining
community ?

Mr. Fegan answered,—I shall presently lay upon the Table of the House copy of a report which
gives the information desired by the Honorable Member.

(12.) Public Works :—Mr. Spence*asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.) Referring to a speech delivered by him in which he stated that he had carried oul a number
of extra works, will he state what those works wers ?
(2.) Will he also state how much his Department spent during the year 1899-1900 ; the same for
the following years--1801, 1392, 1893, 1894, 1895-6, 18967, 1897-5, 1598-9 ¢
(3.) How much is the excess of loan experditure by the Public Works Department for 1899-
1900 over the previous year ; why was this excess expenditure incurred ?
(4.) How much was the excess of revenue espenditure of the Public Works Depariment for
1899-1000 aver that of the previous year; why was this excess incugred ? "

T
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Mr. ’Sullivan answered,—Ir reply 1o the Honorable Mewmber, I have to state as follows i~

{1.) The extra works earried on by the Tublic Works Department during the past vear were :—
On Loan Votes—by the slarting of three new railways, six new framways, the telephone tunnels,
new bridges, new harbour works, new sewerage works and new buildings.

(2.) The total expenditure in connection with the Public Works Department, irrespective of
Water and Sewerage Boards, in 1891, was £3,125,616 19« 1d.; in 1892 it was £3,223,405 25, 2d. ;
in 1893 it was £2,557,907 14s. 11d.; 1894 to 30th of June, 1895 (18 months), £2,585,922 5s. 8d.;
in 1895-6 it was £1,772,485 12s. 6d.; in 18%6-7 it was £1,602,170 13e. 10d.; in 1897-8 it was
£1,816,038 18 1d.; in 1898-9 it was £2,165,818 14s. 11d.; 1899-1900 (approxinate) it was
£2,985,682 95. 8d. 1n connection with these figures it must be remembered that the Road Vote
was reduced by over £300,000 in 1894 as compared with 1892, and has remsined at more than
£300,000 reduction ever since.

(8.) The Loan expenditure for 1859-1900 has only exceeded that of the previous year by
£92,752 45. 2d. This includes £45,000 for land resumption about Darling Island, and £30,000 for
telephone tunnels—both unexpected extras that had to be met. The telephone tunnels expenditure

. formerly fell on the Postal Department, which has been relieved fo the extent of £30,000,

{4) The Revenue expenditure in connection with the Public Works Department for 1899-1900
only exceeded that of the previous year by £27,111 10s. 7d. . .

(8.} This excess of expenditure on Revenue Votes was eaused by the rise in price of materials
owing to the war, by work being found for the unemployed (usually paid out of Treasurer’s
Advance) and by double shifts and eight-hour svstem on dredges, and by o vise In wages to
labourers and skilled workmen all over New South Wales.

(13.) Report of Government Savings Bank of N.8'W.:—DMr. Terry nsked the Colonial Treasurer,—

(1.) Has he received the annual report of the Aunditors of the Government Savings Bank of New
South Wales?
(2.) If so, when will he be able to lay the same upon the Table of the House for the information

of Honorable Members ? ,

Sir William Lyne answored,—The Annual Balance Sheet of the Saving Bank of New South Wales
for 1899 was presented to the Government on the 23rd January last, signed by the Trustees and
certified by the Auditors, aud was published in the Gosernment Gazetts, No. 94, of Znd February,
1900. .

(14.) Inerements to Oflicers in the Public Service :(—Mr. Nelson asked the Attorney-Greneral,—

(1.} What are the rensons which have prevented a system of annual increments being granted o
" the Jower grades of the Professionnl Division of the Publie Service, regulations granting annual
imerements 1o similar grades of the Clerical Division having been gazetted zo far back as July,
189879

(2.) Conmsidering that officers of tho Clerieal Division, reeeiving under £300 per annum, have
already been granted two increments since regulations governing them were yazetted, will he
cauge roagulations o be framed without delay granting annual increments to officers of the
Professicnal Division of similar grades?

(3.) And if so, will he, in justice to a deserving body of public officers, and in order to place them
on an equal footing with the Clerical Division, make provision on the Estimates for paying such
officers increments from lat Juiy, 18987

My, See angwered,—If the Honorable Member will refer to the answer given to Question No. 3
last night, it will be found that the information now desired was then supplied.

{15.) Increases of Salaries in the Taxation Department:—Mr, Gillies, for Mr. McLean, asked the

Attorney-General,—

(1.) Is 1t a fact that the First Commissioner for Taxation at the end of last year made certain
recgrgmendations for increases of salaries to various officers of lis Department who were under-
paid §

(2.) Did these recommendations emanate from a request made by the Public Service Board, viz.,
that a revision of salary list be made, and if thers were any officers of the Department under-
paid to report on same ?

(3.3 Have the Commissioner's recomnmendations been adopted ?

(4.) 1f so, why have the increases not Deen paid ?

Mr. See answered,—The Public Service Board went very exhaustively into the question of the
salaries of oflicers of the Taxation Department some time age, and the whole of the saiaries woro
then regraded. There are, however, a few casss still outstanding, and before Hinally dealing with
these the Board propose to make a personal investigation, but owing to the pressure of work they
have not yet been able to do this. ‘The matter will, however, be dealt with as soon as possible.

(16.) Nanima and Wandary Holdings, Forbes District:—Mr, Tlolman asked the Secrotary for

Lands,—

(1.) When the available area on Namima holding, Forbes Distriet, will be thrown open for
selection ?

{2.) When the available area on the Wandary holding, Forbes District, will be similarly thrownopen?

Mr. Hasgsall answered,—

(1. It is proposed to set apart an aren of 3,940 ucres for’ additions to conditional purchase and
conditional lease holdings on Nanima holding. The reserve partly covering the land will be
revoked on the Tth instant, and the propoesed action will be taken at the expiration of sixby days
from that date. When the elaims of adjoining holders are thus satisfied, it is proposed to deal
with the balance of the area (about 1,770 acres). This balance 1s, however, affected by an exchango
which iz not yet compleled.

(2.)" An arca of 4,168 acres in ten blocks, ranging from 332 acres to 5794 aeres, has been measured
for homestead selection. The covering reserves have boen revoked, and the revoeations wiil take
cffect on the 26th instant, when the Chairman of the Land Board will be asked to suggest suitable

a7}

_ dates for the setting apart of the land and the hearing of applications.
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(17.) Allowances to the Police :—Mr. Holman asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) Whether he has come to any decision on the question of extra living allowances for police
situated within the dividing line, but at distances from railways; if so, will he announce it ?
(2.) Whether it iz not now the fact that other public servants similarly situated obtain such
allowances ?

Mr. See angwered,—If the additional sum recommended oun the current year's Estimates is voted,
the usnal allowance will be paid to the police at those places where other publie servants receive ii.

(18.) Increments to Officers in the Public Service :— Afr. Cann, for Mr. Hughes, asked the Attorney-
General,— .
(1.) Is it intended to grant officers in the lower series of grades, who are at the top of their
respective grades, increments for the year 189919007 -
(2.) If not, why not; and if so, when?

Mr. Sec answered,—It is not intended to grant increments to the officers referred to. By
reference to the regulation it will be seen that promotions from grade to grade are only
contemplated ag vacancies oceur. The regulation reads as follows :—* Provided that in all enses
* promotion shall only be made from one grade to another when a vacancy has occurred in the next
t Eighcr grade. Should, however, the exigencies of the Service so demand, the Board may at any
“ time declare that the number of officers in any grade requires to be inereased, whereupon the
** number of officers in the grade specified shall be increased accordingly, and promotian from tho
“ lower grade shall be made of the efficors entitled thereto, subject to the necessary provision being
“made by Parlisment for the purpose.” It is true that the power of creating vacancies was
exercised on the first year's wotking of the regulations, but it would be impossible, in justice to
the State, to continue the practice, Special instances may, of course, ariso where the power givon
by the regulations should be exercited, but it cannot be done as » regular thing,

(19.) Manufacture of Jam, Confectionery, &c.:—Mr. Nobbs, for Mr. Jessep, asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—
(1.) Is he aware that large orders for jams and preserved fruits have been placed by the War
Office in Victoria, Tarmamia, and South Ausiralis, for export to South Afriea, and thaf no orders
for these goods have been received by New South Wales manufacturers ?
(2.) Is it not a fact that in the Colonies named every facility is given to local manufacturers, and
“that o drawback of the whole amount of the duty on sugar they pay is allowed on exportation of
the goods, while no such drawback is allowed in this Colony, although the duty on sugar is £3 per
ton?
(3.) Is he awarc that the late Premier, the Right Honorable G. IL Reid, gave notice of a Biil to
so amend the Customs Act as to place manufacturers of jams and confectionery, &e., of this Colony
on the same footing in the export trade as the manufacturers of the adjoining Colonies ?
(4.) If such notice was not given by the late Premier, will he intraduce a Bill on the lines indicated,
and so give local manufacturers o chance to compete in the world’s market ?

Sir William Lyne answered,~—

(1) I understand that certain orders for these goods were placed with the adjacent Colonies, but
no official orders were supplied from here,

(2.) The conditions are not similar to those in New South Wales, where large quantities of free
sugar ace locally produced.

(3.) Yes.

(4.) T bavo not yet seen the Bill, but shall probably do as the Honorable Member desires.

(20.) Compensation in Connection with the Plague :—Mr. Ashton asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Has any compensation been paid to anyone in conmection with the quarantining of plague-
stricken areas for interruption to business or damage to property ?

(2.) If so, what amount has been so paid ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—

(1.} Yes.

(2.) This information ean be prepared and laid upon the Table in the form of a return if moved
for in the usual manner.

{21.) Old Ago Tensions:—Mr. Neild asked the Colonial Treasurer,—When is it intended to
introduce the promised measure to establish a system of Old Age Pensions ?

Sir William Lyne answercd,—TIt is intended to do so this Session if possible.

2, Earvy CrosiNGg Act:— .

(1.} Mr. Neleon presented a Petition from certain fobacconists of Sydney and Suburbs, representing
that the Early Closing Act had been in operation for mearly six months; that the existing
provisions which regulnte the hours of closing of tobaceonist shops are those that best meet the
requirements of the trade and convenience of ihe general public; and praying the Iouse not to
amend the Act in respect to the hours of closing retail lobacconists shops.

(2.) Mr. Edden presented a Petition from cerfain shopkeepers, tradespeople, and citizens of the
City of Newcastle and of the adjacent Municipalities, stating that Petitioners were in accord with
the objects of the abovenamed Act in so far as the limitation of hours of employces wero
concerned ; that they had no dosire to increase the hours of labour er interfere with the weckly
half-holiday ; that in a spirit of justice a clause might be inserted in the Act which would allow
shopkeepers in the shopping District of Noweastlo to keep open their places of business until the
hour of 9 p.m. on Pay Friday night, and the same hour on the night preceding the Sunday night
when the P’ublic Holiday falls on the Monday ; and praying the House to make such amendments
ag will effect the desired relief, .

Petitions received, 3.

-
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PaPERS :——

Mr. Crick Jaid upon the Table,—Notification of reduced rates on telegrams to the Australien Nureing
Corps on service in South Afrien.
Referred by Sessional Order {o the Printing Committee.

Mr. Haszall laid upon the 'able,—
(L) Copies of Gazetle Notices setting forth the mode in which it is propoesed to deal with the
Pedication of certain Tands, in accordance with the provisions of the 1G5th section of the Act
48 Victoria No. 18, the 41st section of the Aet 53 Vietoria No. 21, and the Tthsection of the Publie
Trusts Act, 1897.
(2.) Abstract of Crown Lands authorised to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with
the 104th seetion of the Act 48 Victoria No. 18,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Fegan 1aid upon the Table,—Report of the Board appointed to deal with applications for the
sogition of Government Metallurgist.
eferred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr, Wood laid upon the Table,—Amended Kegulations Nos. 254 to 271 and 274 to 277, under the
Public Service Act of 1893. :
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Muxrcirazities Exasrixe Bilin (Formal Molion) :—>Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick moved, pursnant to
Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to omend the Municipalities Act, to enable munici-
palities to raise the revemue at their option either by imposing rates on the unimproved value of
land within their boundarics or upon the annual rental valune.

" Question put and paased,

Muxrtcrean Distrier oF Ixverrin Repvokn Anka Bira (Fermal Motion) - — _

(1) Mr, Cruickshank moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill io reduce the
area of the Municipal District of Inverell,
Question put and passed.

{2.) Mr. Cruickshank having presented this Bill, and produced a certifiecate of the payment of the
sum of Twenty-five pounds to the credit of the Consolidated Kevenue Fund of the Colony, Bill,
intituled * 4 Bill to reduce the avee of the Munieipal Distriet of Inverell’—rvead o first {ime,

G . PostroviMENTS :—The following Orders of the ay postponed ;-

Fr

[

B.

(1.) Truck Bill; consideration in Committee of the Whole of the expediency of bringing in a
Bill to regulate contracts made with respect to and the payment of wages; to prohibit such
payment being paid in goods or otherwise than in money; and to regulate the service of legal
process ;—until Tuesday, 21st Aunguat.

(2.) Racing Association Bill; second reading ;—until Tuesday, 18th September.

Aprourwyaxr :—Mr. Speaker stated that he had received from the Honorable Member for Balmain
South, Mr. Law, a Notice, under the 49th Standing Order, that he desired to move the adjournment
of the House, to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz..—* The unwarrantable
“ delay on the part of the Railway Commissioners in supplying Balmain’s immense population
* and the residents of Lilyfield with a double line of tramway and a more cfficient tram service.”
And the motion for the adjournment of the House being supported by five other Honorable
Members,—

Mr., Law moved, That this Ilouse do now adjourn.
Debate ensued. L
Question put and negaiived,

Cosar 10 Wircawyra Ratnway Bios :-—The following Message from His Excellency the Governor
was delivered by Mr. O’Sullivan, and read by Mr. Speaker ::—

BEAUCHAMP, BMessage No. 42.

Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th gection of the Constitution Act, the
Grovernor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to sanction the construction of
a line of Railway from Cobar to Wileannia ; to authorise the tramsfer of certsin Crown lands
Revenue to the account of the receipts of the said line; Lo amend the provisions of the Puoblic
Works Act of 1888, so far as they relate to the duty of the Construeting Authority fo makeo and
maintain fences along the said line of Railway ; to authorise the construction of the said line on”
public roads ; and for other purposes.

Government House,
Sydney, dth July, 1900, :

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

9. Lasp Tax (Assessmrxt Beoxs) Bron:—Sir William Lyne moved, pursuant to Notice, That this

House will, on its next sitting day, resolve itself into a Commiitee of the Whole to consider
the expediency of bringing in a Bill to amend the provisions of the Land and Tncome Tax Assess-
ment Act of 1895 with respect to land tax assessments and assessment books and the collection
of land tax; to provide for better defining the persons liable to such tax and the deduetions
therefrom ; and for purposes consequent on or incidental to those objects. '

Question put and passed. 10,
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10. Brarvrory Rures Popuicarior Brnn:—S8ir Willilam Lyne maoved, pursuant to Notice, That this
House will, on its mext sitting day, resolve itzclf into a Committee of the Whole to consider the
expediency of bringing in a Bill for the publication of Statutory Rules.

Question put and passed.

11, Exrrostves Binr:— Sir William Lyne moved, pursuant to Notice, That thizs House will, on its next
sitting day, resolve iteelf into a Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency of bringing in
a Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to explosives,
Question put and passcd.

12. Ispustriar. ArniTraviow Birnrn:—The Order of the Day having been read,—Mr. Wise moved, That
thig Bill be now read a second time.
Mr, Cook moved, That this Debate be now adjourned.

Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Debate be adjourned until Wednesday next.

13. Darnme Mawnorr Wiuarves Resusmerio¥ Bron:~-The Order of the Day laving been read,—
Sir Willinm Lyne moved, That this Bill be now read a second fime.
Debate ensued.

Point of Order :—Mr. MceGowen submitted that the Title and Order of Leave did not
embrace an important provision in clause 4 giving power for the lease or sale of land not
required, and that the Bill was therefore not properly before the House,
Mr. Speaker, referring to a similar objection raised by Mr. MeLaughlin on the 17th August,
1897, with reference to the Totalizator Bill, said that, in accordance with the decision given
in that case, he declared the Bill to be in order.

Mr, ILughes moved, That this Debate be now adjourned,

RQuestion put and passed.

Ordered, that the Debate be adjourned uatil To-morrow,

14. Ansoursyext:—Sir William Lyue moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensucd.
Ruestion put and passed.

The IIouse adjourncd accordingly, al ten minules after Eleven o'clock, until To-morrow at
Four o'clock. '

. F. W, WEBB, : WILLIAM McCOURT,
Clerk of the Leyislative dssembly, - Speaker.
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Or THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

. THURSDAY, 5 JULY, 1900

‘1, The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Spenker took the Chair.

JUESTIONS :— co-

(1.} Income Tax Payable by Members of Parliament :—Mr. Affleck asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) Do the Taxation Commissioners charga all Members of this House Income Tax on their £300
per annum, less the exemption ?

(2.) Havo all the Members been charged the same, and paid what they are legally due to pay ?
{3.) Are any of the 125 Members in arrears; if so, who are they, and what amount is duc by the
defaulters ; and is the sum due for onc or more years?

{4) Has the opinion of the Attorney-Grencral been taken on the question if Members are bound
to pay, seeing the Act under which they receive the amount states “It is to reimburse for
expenses incurred ” ; if such opinion has been taken, how does the Attorney-General decide ? ‘
Sir William Lyne answered,—

(1.) Yes. )

(2 and 3.) The Quesiions demand information which the Commissioners arc not empowered to
discloge. I am informed that the provisions of the Aet have been and will be enforced irrespective
of the position of any taxpayer.

(4.) Yes; that the allowances to Members of Yarlinment are liable to tazation,

(2.) Railway Bookstall Company :—AM», Curroll, for Mr, Richards, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) What arc the terms of contract with the company known as the Railway Bookstall Company ?
(2.) What amount is paid ammually to the Railway Commissioners by such company ?

(3.) Have such company a monopely of Redfern and suburban platforms ?

{4.) When does present contract expire ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—

(L) I am informed the contract is for n tertn of three years, the lessee having the right to
esta-bi‘ijsb bookstalls and gell newspapers, periodicals, and books at the stations contraeted for.

(2.) £1,675. ’ ! )
(3% Yes, the company secured the contract, after public tenders were called, for the rights
referred to,

(4) 31lst December next.

(3.) Promotions in thé Public Service :—Afr. Carroll, for Mr. Richarde, asked the Attorney-General,--
Will he consider the advisability of eausing all promotions in the Public Serviee to have tho
date of commencement of service recorded with tho notice gazetting suck promotion 7

My, Hassall answered,—The notices as published in the Government Guazefle are in accordance
witlt the reqoirements of the I'ublic Service Act. Information ag to service can always be obtained
by referring to the Publie Service List.

(4.) South Head Road :—Mr, AfMleel asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.) For how many years have the 74 miles of the South Head Road within the limits of
Paddington, Weollahra, and Vaucluse Municipalities been getting £3,000 per annum F
(2.) What is the total amonnt granted to this 7% miles of road ?
{3.} 1s it the intention of the Government to continue this enormous grant ?

(4.) \E];ut is this particular portion of road consiructed of for which so much money has been
granted ¥ :

Mr.
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Mr. O’Sullivan answered,—

(1) The first amount issued to the Commissioners of the South Head Roads Trust was in 1881,
See answer to Question No. 2.

(2.} Statement herewith showing that total ainonnt issued to the Trust is £66,273 Gs. 5d.

(3.) I can only promise the Honorable Member that I will carefully look into this matter before
submitting any amount on the current year's Estimates. .

(4) The Secretary to the Trust informs me that the annual vote is not expended on the 0ld South
Head Road only, but also covers the cost of maintenance of the New South ead Road from the
City boundary to the Heads, the Point Piper Road, Glenmore Road, Lower Ocean Street, and
Watson’s Bay Road, or a total length of ronds of considerably over 20 miles. He also states that
the Commissioners consider that the sum voted is quite insuflicient for the purposes for which it is
intended, and not only do the Commissioners give their services gratuitously but the very greatest
cconomy is practised, and he reports that the roads under the charge of the Trust are being properly
formed and ballasted with blue metal, broken to a 2%-ineh gauge, rolled, and blinded.

{5.) Grants to Hospitals : ~-Mr. Wilks asked the Colonial Secretary, -
(1.) Have any hospitals in New South Wales under denominational auspices received monelary
assistance from the State during the year 1899-1800 ?
(2.) If so, what hospitals are they ?
(3.) What amounts have been granted to these hospitals ?
(4) Is it the intention of the Government to continue the system of granting public money to
such hospitals ?

Mr. Sec answered,—Monetary assistance has been granted by the State to hospitals in New South
Wales under denominational auspices during the year 18931900, and also on previous oceasions.
The amount of £1,000 for §¢. Vincent’s Tospital wasg grapted in response to a very influential deputa-
tion that waited on the late Government, and in view of the favourable consideration given toit the
amount was submitted un the listimates by them and adopted by the present Government.
Tho items granted wore—£1,000 for the purpose of crecting n new operating theatre at the
St. Vincent's Hospitlal, and £500 for a new wing at the Lewisham Hospital. - Tt is understood that
both hoapitals admit patients of all demominations. I am not in a position to say whether theso
grants will be eontinued. The amount voted as special grants for all hospitals for the year 1899~
1900 was £10,500. 1 will presently lay a reporl: of the deputation upon the Table, wx”™ = 7

(6.) Railway Revenue Received from the Singleton Show:—Mr. Dight asked the Colonial
Treasurer,— What was the amount of revonue received by the Railway Departmont in connection
with the Singleton Show for the year 1899, both for passerger and other traffic?

Sir William Liyne aunswered,—I am informed it would take some time to compile details of all goods
and passenger businoess from all stations to Singleton during the Show period ; hut moest of the
persons would travel by the excursion trains run for the oceasion, and by them 183 first-class and
2,931 second-class passengers travelled, the rovenue derived being £628,

{7.) Appointment of Medical Officer, Melong Distriet :—Dr. Ross asked the Colonial Sccretary,—-
(L) In answer to Dr. Ross’ Question of the 2lat June (No. G), in reference to the necessity of
appointing an additioual or second Medical Oflicor for the move salisfactory and effieient working
of the Molong Hospital, has ho yot decided what steps (if any) he intends to take lo have this
public grievance rectified, in accordance with the wish of a large majority of the subscribers ?

(2.) Is it his intention to compel the llospital Committee to send in their reply to the officer’s
officinl report, who some time back visited the localily in reference to the condition, managewment,
and necessity for appointing a second Medical Officer to the institulion 7

(3.) Will he also insist on the Hospital Committee furnishing his Department with a complete
list of the names and addresses of the subseribers to the Hospital Tand for the information of the
public ?

Mr. See anvswered,—

(1and 2.} As soon as the reply has beon received to the official report from the Hospital authorities
the matter will be considered. 1 have eent « reminder to the Committee of Management to-day,
asking them to expedite their reply.

(3.) The list of subscribers was furniched to this Department on the 19th February last in
counection with application for subsidy, and is now with the Auditor-General. I will lay it upon
the Table as carly as possible.

{8.) ]?.[ingbarking Timber, Water Reserve No. 1,380, Molong Disirici:—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary
for Lands,—
(1.) In answer to Dr. Ross’ Question of the 21st June Jast (No. 5) respecting a contract that has
been let by the lessee of the Nanami Kun to ringbark the whole of the valuable timber on Water
Reserve No. 1,380, purish of Nanamt, Molong district, county of Ashbarnham, has he vet made the
necessary inquiry as promised ; if so, what is the result or nature of such inquiry ?
(2.) Wil he gec that immediate instructions are issued to the lessee of the Nanami Run not to
ringbark the timber on this reserve (the most valuable timber reserve in that locality) until such
time as the Forest Ranger has reported on the matter ?
(3) Upoon whose authority was permission granted to ringbark the timber on thiz valuable timber
Teserve !
(4} Is he aware of the fact that the present lesscos of this run have fur seven years sublet this
water reserve, and are still doing so; and, if so, by whose authority ?
(5.) Is he aware that this valuable timber reserve forms part of the Nanami Run that is
contemplated to be surrendered in exchange for other land, and that the lessec is simbly ring-
bztrk}inggthe timber on the reserve fo the detriment of the future development of settlement in this
locality
(6.) Will he see thal immediato steps are Gaken to put a stop to this wholesale vandalism or
destruction of useful and valuable timber, in the interest of acttlement and future development of
the Colony ? Mr.
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Mr. Hassall answered, —The Forester was, on the 26th ultimo, ealled on to report as to the alleged
ringbarking, and his report is expected daily. In reply to a letter from this Department of the
game date, addressed to the Union Bank of Australia, Limited (the holders of the preferential
oceupation license), o letter was received, dated the 2nd instant, from Mr. MeNieol, the manager
of the station, informing me that no ringbarking has been done on water reserve 1,380,

(9.) Ticket Examiners in the Tram Service :—My. Brunker, for Mr. Whiddon, asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—
(1.) Ts it a fact that in many of the recent appointments of ticket-cxaminers in connection with
the Tram Service officers have been appointed over the heads of good and efficient men who have
ut in a much longer service in the Department ?
2.) If this is the case, wilt he, as o matter of justice, take such steps as shall seeure {0 men who
are efficient, and in every way equal, the chance of securing such promotion, by reason of their
langer service in the Department?

Sir William Lyne answered,—1 am informed by the Railway Commissioners that, in seleeting

" men for the position of ticket examiners on ihe Tramways, due consideration was given to the
claims of all employees in regard to length of service and efliciency, and the most suitable men for
the positions were selected by the responsible officers. ’

(10.) Indian Famine Relief Fund :—BIr. Carruthers asked the Colonial Treasurer,—In view of the
appalling suffering and distress occasioned to many millions of our fellow subjects in the Indian
Empire by the famine, will he seriously eonsider the expediency of inviting the various Australian
Governments to unite with the Governmens of New South Whales in making a joint Australian

. contribution of (say) £50,000 towards the relief of the sufferers, in the following proportions or
thereshouts, viz.:—New South Wales, £15,000; Victoria, £15,000; GQueensland, £8,000; South
Australia, £6,000; West Australia, £3,000; Tasmania, £3,000 P

Sir William Lyne answered,~As I stated on Tuesday evening, in reply to the Honorable Member
for Goulburn, the Government have no present intontion of inviting the other Colonies to unite
in n joint contribution from Australasia to the Indian Famine Relief Fund. Such a suggestion
was made some time back by another Colony—1I believe Western Australin-but I considered that
the matter was one which might be left to private subscription; and, as a matter of fact, active
measures ave already being taken for raising funds by cerfain demominations. A party of Indian
children will ‘also shortly tour this and the adjoining Colonies, under the auspices of the Salvation
Army, with the view of railsing funds.

{11)) Australian Contingents in South Africa :—Mr. Carruthers asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Has his attention been directed to the eabled information to the effeci that certain special
inducements will probably be offercd to members of the Australian Contingents, in order to retain
them as scttlers in Rhodesia, South Africa?

(2.) Will he take steps to ascertain whether there is any foundation in fact in the cable reports

ahove referred to ? :

(3.) Will he, in the interests of this Colony, protest against any scheme, cither by the Chartered

Company in South Africa or by the Imperial Government, which will have the intention or the

effect of inducing the members of the Contingents to permanently scttle in South Afriea?

(4.) 1f such a scheme be seriously proposed, will he suggest to tho Imperial Government that this

Colony should be consulted before such is sanctioned, so that full consideration may be given to
_ the aspect that such a scheme presents to this Colony in respect of loss of able-bodied population,
7 in respect of loss of trained men experienced in actual campaigning at the cost of the Colony ?

Sir William Tyne answered,—My attention has not been directed to this matter, except by the
Leader of the Opposition the other ecvening. I lave communicated with the authorities at the
Cape, asking if specinl inducements have been made to officers or men from this Colony, with a
view of their settlement in Rhodesia,

(12.) Members of the Police ¥orce :—My. Nabbs nsked the Colonial Secretary,—

. (1) 'Will the Government make provision for granting one month’s pay for each year's service to
members of the Police Force who have served ten years or more, and wish to leave the Tlorce ?
(2.) If not, what provisions are in existence for the refund of the 3 per cent. stopped from their
wages ?

(3.} Is it legal to deduct 3 per cent. from the wages of the Police Force without their authority
or consent: P

Mr. Sce answered,—
(1) Such a provision is under consideration in connection with a Bill o regulate the Police
Superannuation Tund. )
' (2) None. The Act makes no such provision,
(3.) All the members of the JForee have consented to the additional contribution of 1 per cent.

. (13.) Committec on Geographical Names:—Mr. Quinn asked the Colonial Secretary,—Will he take

inté consideration the advisability of appointing an honorary committee on geographical names to—
(1) harmonize the glaring incongruitics in the nomenciature of the several official publications of
New South Wales; and (2) to review and finally decide upon the names by which places in this
Colony shall for the future Le officially known ?

Mr Sve answered,—This matter is under consideration. 1 shall be glad fo confer with the
Honorable gentleman upon the subject, :
, (14)
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(14.) Aliens Admitted to New South Wales:—Mr. Quinn asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

(1) What is the nuinber of aliens admitted to New South Wales sinco the passage of the Act for
the restriction of aliens and undesirable immigrants ?

(2.) What is the nature of the test to which such immigrants are submitted ?

(8.) Is such test varied for individual immigrants ?

(4.) By what officer or officers are such immigrants tested ?

Sir Willinn Lyne anawered,—This informution will be prepaved and laid upon the Table of the
House in the form of a return,

(15.) Letters Insufficiently Stamped :—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, for Mr. Waddell, asked the Post-

master-General,—

(1) Is it true that the person an insufliciently stamped letter is addressed to, is compelled before
receiving snme to pay o fine as well ay the deficiency ¥

{2.) Why are the roles of justice reversed in this case, and the innocent person punished ?

(3.) Will he take steps to repeal thizs manifestly unjust reguiation ?

(4.) In the event of an addressee refusing to receive such a letter, what course is then taken ?

Mr. Crick answered,—

(L) Yes. Clause 11 of 56 Vietoria No. 31 provides that insufficiently stamped lotters shall be
*Jdelivered, but before such delivery there shall be paid double the amount of postage which shall
“ have been omitted to be prepaid.”

(2.) Answered by above; but I may add that the practice here is universal throughout the world.
(3.) An amendment of the law would be necessary. ’
(4.) Itis returned to the sender, from whom the postage can be recovered under clause 85 of 31
Vigtoria No. 4.

(16.) Metropolitan Charities Association :—Mr. Watson asked the Colonial Seeretary,—

(1) What amount was paid by the Government to the Metropolitan Charities Association during
the past three years respectively ? L

(2.) Will he obtain a report from a responsible Ciovernment officer on the administration of the
Metropolitan Charities Association before paying any further amounts ?

Mr. See answered,—
(1.) 1898, £250; 1899, £602 10s.; 1900, £172 10s. Total payments, £1,025,
(2.) A report will be obtained from the responsible officer.

(17.) 01d Police Station, George and Pitt Streets :— M. J. 0. L. Fitzpatrick, for Mr. Haynes, asked

the Secretary for Lands,—

(1.) What ir the determination of the Government respecting the old Police Court site at the
junction of George and Pitt Streets ?

(2.) Have the Government received any offers for leasing the land ; if not, are they open to
receive such offers ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—The intention of the Government was to sell the land, and, as a matter of
faet, it was advertised for sale on the 830th May last, but was withdrawn in deference to a request
from the Department of Public Weorks. I assume that the objection to selling would apply also
to leasing the land, at least for a term of any considerable length ; and until a further refercnce is |
made to the Works Department T cannot say how the Government would reccive offers that
might be made to leasc the land.

(18.) Gaols of the Colony .—Mw. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, for Mr. Haynes, asked the Colonial Treasurer,~—

(1.} What is the annual eogt to the Treasury of the maintenance of the present gaol system P

{2.) What are the lotal earnings, direct and indirect, of all the prisons in New South Wales ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—This informafion will be prepared and laid upon the Table of the
House in the form of a return.

(19.) Charitable Institutions:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpalrick, for Mr. Haynes, asked the Colonial

Treasurer,—

(1.) What is the tolal Sfate payments per annum to the charities—that is, the expenditure in
connection with all charitable institutions in any way assisted by the G-overnment ?

(2.)1: Ofpthis amount, what is the approximate cost of the management or machinery of the existing
system ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—This information will be prepared and laid upon the Table of the
House in the form of a return. :

(20.) Naval Brigade Forces:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, for Mr. Haynes, asked the Minister of

Public Instruction,—

(1.) Is it afact that, in consequence of a denial of all opportunities for proper practice, the present
Naval Brigade Forces would not be entrusted with the manning of a sea-going vessel ?

(2.) Is it propesed to continue the present method of administering the Naval aftairs of the Colony
trom the Victoria Barracks P

AMr. See answered,—The matter of providing a suitable war-ship for training purposes has been
brought under the notice of the Imperial authorities.

(21.) Local Government Bill :—2M7r. Affleck, for Mr. Chanter, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Is it

his intention to introduce and carry into law a comprehensive Loeal Government Bill during the
present Session ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—The consideration of this matter will depend upon the progress
made with business.
{22.)
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(22)) Bteam-yacht “ Ena” :——Mr. Coof, for Mz, J. H. Young, asked the Colonial Freasurer,—
(L) Trom whom was the steam-yacht * Ena’ purchased by the Government? '
{2.), What was the price paid ?
(3.) What professional officers of the Government reported on her value befors purchase ?
(4.) What professional officers of the Government reported as to her fitness for the Government
rervieo ?
(8.) Were such reports of a satisfactory nature
(6.) What was the estimnted cost of the repairs and alterations required to fit her for the work of
the Government? :
(7.) Will he lay all the papors, reports, and other documents referring to the purchase of this
yaeht upan the Table of the House ?
Sir William Lyne anawered,—
(L) Mr. Thomas Allwright Dibbs,
(23 £2,000, .
(3.) The Shipwrizht and Engineer Surveyors of the Marine Board, Messrs, William McRitchie
and Henxy Selfe, roported favourably upon her condition.
(4.) Tho Under Seeretary for Public Works and the Suaperintending Baginesr of Dredges,
Messes, I, M. 1. Hickson and A, B, Poréus,
{5.) Yes.
(6.} No repairs had to beeffeoted by tlie Government when the boat was boughs, Mr. Dibbs having
luiinded over the *“ Yna” in good order and condition ; nor was any estimate of cost prepared for the
alterations now being earriod out to the vessel, which are being done n the Government yard by
day Inbour, ‘
(7.) Yes, if moved for in the nsual manuer.

2. PADPERS :—

Mr. Hnsszél] laid upon the Table,—Retuen o an Order, made on 19th Juns, 1090,—* The Troffs
* Pastoral Holding in the Central Division.”
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee,

Mr. See laid upon the Table,—Roport of a deputation which waited upon the Chief Seeretary on the
25th April, 1899, asking for a grant of £2,000 for the purpose of erecting a new Operating
Theatre for the 8t. Vineent's ospital.

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Bir William Lyne laid upon the Table,—Particulars respecting extension of the lease of the
Lavender Bay Jotty.
Referred by Sessionn! Order to the Printing Committen.

8. Pmiztixg Coxaarree :—DMr. Gormly, as Chairman, brought up the Third Report from the Printing
Committee.

4. ViNeyanps CoNDEMNED UNpur Vine Drszases Acr (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Kidd wovod, pursuaub
to Notice, That there be Jaid upon the Table of this House a return showing,—

(1.) The number of vineyards condemned by the Departmeut of Agriculture under the provisions
of the Vine Diseases Act of 1593

(2.) The date of condemnations; fhe area of such vineyards ; names of owners, and the name and
gualifications of the Inspeclor upon whose report action was determined.

(8.) The ratable value of the condemued vineyurds, and how it was arrived at,

{4.) The value fixed by the Government Inspector,

(5.} The amount of compensation paid in cach case, :

(6.) Tho number of claims referred to arbitration as provided in elause 15 of the Vine Discascs
Act of 1893, )

(7.) The amount of award, snd the amount recommended by Government Inspectors prior to such
reference.

(8.) The number and particulars of claims still undealt with, and the cause of delay in dealing
with same,

Question pub and passed.

5. Divrcazron or TrE SrorTs Grousy, Amnury (Formal Motion) :—Mr. T. I1. Grifith moved,
pursuant to Notice, That there be Isid upon the Table of this House all papers in connection
with the dedieation of the spors ground to the Borough Council of Albury.

Question put and passed.
6. COMPENSATION TN¥ CONNECTION wirid Pracue Qurerma (Formal Mofion) —Mr. Ashton moved,
pursnant to Notice, That there bo laid upen the Table of this House a return showinz what

compensation has been paid in eovmection with the plague cutbresk—(1) for damage to property ;
{2) for interruption to business; (3) to persons quarantined as contacts.

uestion put and passed.

7. Dartavg Harpour Woanves Rusvarrion Birnn:—The Order of the Day having. been read for the
resumption of the adjourned Debate, on the motien of Sir Willinm Tiyme, * That this Bill be now
“read a sccond time,'—

And the Question being again proposed,—
The House resumed the said adjournad Debate.

And
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And the House continuing td git tiil after Midnight,— -

FRIDAT, 6 JULY, 1900, .M.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sccond time,

On motion of Sir William Lyne, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into
a Committee of the Whole for the eonsideration of the Bill

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chaivman reported the Bill with amendments.

Ordered, that the report be advprod on Tuesday noxt.

The House adjourned, abt half-past Five o'clock a.n., until Tuesday next at Four o'clock,

. W, WEBB, ‘ WILLTAM McCOTRT,
Clerk of the Legislative dssembly. < Speaker.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

IEGISTATIVE ASSEMBLY.

FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

PUESDAT, 10 JULT, 1900.

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

Errcriow Prririon (Centerbury) :—

{1.) Mr. Speaker Iaid upon the Table an Election Petition, which had been addressed to him from
Thomas Whitford Taylor, of Randwick, in the Colony of New South Wales, representing that, at
n bye-election held on the 9th June, 1900, for the return of o Member to serve in the Legislative
Assembly for the Electoral Distriet of Canterbury, Sydney Smith, Joseph James Cooper, and
Petitioner were severally nominated as candidates for elsction as Members of the said Assembly
for the said Electoral District ; that Petitioner is now and was at the time of such nomination and
clection duly qualified by law to be a candidate at such election, and to be elected o Member of
the said Assembly; that on or about the 12th Jumne, 1900, the Returning Officer for the said
Electoral District declared the number of votes respectively polled for the several candidates above-
named to be as follows:—TFor Sydney Swmith, 327 votes; for Thomas Whitford Taylor, 522
votes ; for Joseph James Cooper, 14 votes, And the said Returning Officer then declared that
there were ten informal votes, and further declared the said Sydney Smith to have been duly
elected & Member of the said Assembly for the said District, and afterwards endorsed on the
Wit for the said Election the name of Syduey Smith as the person so ¢lected, and duly returned
the said 'Writ; that several deputies of the said Returning Officer, as by law required, imme-
diately after ascertaining the total number of votes, failed to carry out certain duties; that many
peraons voted who had no legal right to vole at such election, and more particularly the following:—
3. Bastwood, J. Pontifex, J. Duley, A. C. Baker, John Dibble, C. Vonder Heyde ; that a person
improperly entered one of the poliing booths, and sought by practising intimidation to tnduce
certain electors to vote against Petitioner; that votes poiled were incorrectly counted ; that some
votes counted for the said Sydney Smith should have been counted for Petitioner : that on a lawful
counting of the said votes Petitioner had a majority, and the said Returring Officer should have
declared accordingly; that Petitioner has lodged the £50 required by law to the credit of
Mr. Speaker :—and praying that an inquiry may bo made as te the various allegations contained in
the smid Petition ; that a recount of the said ballot papers, and the votes recorded thereby, may be
made by the Comnmittee of Elections and Qualifieations ; that it may be declared that the said Sydney
Smith was unduly elected, and that the return of the said Sydney Smith as snch Momber may be
deelared null and void ; that it may be declared and determined that Petitioner was duly elected at
the saidd election to scrve and be a Member of the said Assembly for the said distriet, and is
entitled to take his scat accordingly in the said Assembly; and that such further or other relief in
the premises may be granted as may be deemed just and necessary in accordance with law,
Ordered, on metion of Sir William Lyne, that the Petition be referred to the Committee of
Electiona and Qualifications,

(2.) Pursuant to the requirements of the 125th section of the Parlinmentary FElectorates and

Elections Act of 1893, Mr. Speaker appointed the first meeting of the Committee of Elections
and Qualifications to take place at 11 o’clock a.m., on Thursday next, iz Committee Room No. 8,

2, QUESTIONS :—

(1.) Camping Reserves and Watering-places :—Mr. Richards asked the Secretary for Lands,—

(1.) Is he aware that the leasing of camping reserves and watering-places leads to great hardship
on the part of teamsters P

(2.) Will he cause instructions to issue where such leases are renewed, and in all new leases, that
reagonable consideration must be given to the travelling public and to teamaters and drovers ?
Mr,
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Mr. Hassall answered,— ‘

(1.) Representations to that cffect liave from time to time been made. Each case is, however,
dealt with on its merits, and where it is proved that the requirements of teamsters are paramount
a lease is not granted. No lease is granted unless the reports of local officers show that no objec-
tion exists and the Iocal Land Board recommend it. .
(2.) The following conditions are attached to annual leases of reserves, the exceptions being in the
case of leages granted many years ago and still eurrent, and of Jeases of lands reserved after the
Jeases have been granted:—1. The right is reserved to the public and to travelling stock fo use,
for the legitimate purpese for which they were nofified, any reserves situated wholly or partly
within the leascs. 2. In the case of atravelling stock resérve, the lessee shall post ina conspicuous
place, near where the rord passes through the lease, a notice stating that such portion is under
lease, and giving the name and address of the leszee. 3. The right of the public to travel over all
roads and tracks in use through the lease is relained.

(2.) Travelling Stock and Water Reserves:—DMr. Richarda asked the Secretary for Lands,—Will

he eall for report and returns, aud lay same upon the Lable of this House al earliest convenicnee,
showing the number of travelling stock reserves held nnder lease; also, all water rescrves held
under lease, and give approximate revenuc derived from such sources ? :

Mr. Hassall answered,—TLe returng should be moved for in the usual manner.

(3.) Glcbe Island, Aberdeen, and Bourke Abattoira:—Mr. Dacey asked the Colonial Treasurer, —

(1.) ITow many sheep and caitle respectively were killed during last year at each of the following
abattoirs :—&lebe Island, Aberdeen, and Bourke ?

(2.) How many were condemned as unfit for human consumption at each of the above places ?
(3.) Is it a fact that therc is a considerable amount of killing done in private establishments
without inspection ?

(4.) Will he consider whether the removal of the abattoirvs from the eity would inflict a hardship
on metrepolitan bufchers, and also tend to largely increase the practice of private killing ®

Sir William Lyne answered,— .

(1.) Glebe Island-—Cattle, 88,022 ; sheep, 1,188,647, Aberdeen—Cattle, 6,284 sheep, 220,985,
Bourke—Works closed.

(2.) Glebe Isiand—Cattle, 2,267 ; skeep, 85.  Aberdcen—Cattle, 190 ; sheep, 118 (and rejected
for want of condition, §,454), Bourke—None. :

{3.) A considerable amount of killing is done at private establishirents in the country districts
without adequate inspection. This is notinow the case in the immediate neighbourhood of Sydney.
(4.) 1t is not thought that either would be the case.

(4.) Tunnels for Carrying Felegraph and Telephone Cables :—Afr. Watson, for Mr. Samuel Smith,

asked the Secrctary for Public Worls—

(1.) What is the average cost per mile of tunnel now being constructed for carrying telograph

and felephone cables?

(2.) What is the maximum number of cables that the present JLunnels are eapabie of carrying ?

(3.) What is the estimated life of the tunnels now being construeted ?

(4.} What is the estimated life of iron-pipe conduits ?

(5.) Would the cost of conduits of the carrying eapacity of the tunnels not be much higher than

the cost of the tunnels ? ,

(6.} If so, will he continue to build the tumnels within the Metropolitan ares, so that the main

trunk lines of telegraph, telephone, and pneumatic tubes may be installed therein ?

(7.) Ts it a fact that repairs in tunsels to wires can be more effectively, expeditiously, and

economically performed than similar zrepairs can be effected in conduits ?

(8.) Is it a fact that the conduit in George-street to Dawes Point is unable to reccive any more

telegraph or telephune wires ?

Mr. O’Sullivan answered,

(1.} Messrs. McCredie, who are the Consuliing Engineers for this work, state that the average

cost per mile of the telephone tunnels in £14,520. My Honorable colleague, the Postmaster-

Greneral, has furnished me with the fofllowing replies :—

(2.) Practically unlimited.

(3.) The tunnels will last us long as the bricks and cement, which are of first-class guality, and

should, under ordinary conditions, last for a century.

(4) Under ordinary circumstances about twenty-five years, but, if affecied by electric tram

currents, a shorter period.

(5.) Yes; but, in view of answer to Question 2, we are not likely to need conduits of the full

carrying capacity of the tunnels,

{6.) Iam desirous that no further extensions of these costly tumnels shonld be continued at

present, it being my intention to make further inguiry as to whether the cheaper methods of

;;a-rious kinds which I find are adopted in other parts of the world will not’ meet our requirements
ere.

(7.) Yes.

(8.} All the conduits to Dawes Point are full, with the exception of one pipe, bot more ean be

laid when occasion requires.

(5.) Post Office Official Bmployed at Bathurst Show:—Myr, E. M. Clark asked the Postmaster-

General,—
(L) Ishe aware that one of the chief clerks in the Bathurst Post Office was employed in a clerical
capacity at the recent Bathurst Show for four days ?
(2.) Did be receive Government pay whilo devoting time of the public.to the privatec work
aforesaid ? ’

(3)
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(3.) What amount is allodted the Bathurst Postmaster as feed-momney for ihe letter-carriers’
horses P

(4.) Is it a fact that such horses are grazed on the Bathurst Show-ground free of expeise ?

(3.) Is 1t a fact that the Bathurst Postmanster was absent from the Tost Office during the four
days of the recent show, and on various days previous thereto, much to the inconvenience of the
public ? -

{6.) Did he draw his salary for such days of absence from duty ?

Mr. Crick answered,— )

{1 and 2.) No; and, from inquiries made, it appears that such was not the ecase,

{3) The Postmaster is allowed £113 18s. per annum, and has to supply horses, saddlory, &e.

(4.) The horses are, aitcrnately, allowed to run on the Bathurst Show Ground for rest, by arran
ment outside of this Department, as constant stabling is found injurious in view of the heavy
work the horses have to do.  These turned out are fed.

(5.} No; only on portions of the four dnys referred to. The Postmaster, however, was on duty
early and late to compensate for this.

(4.} Yes.

(7.) I bave made inquiries, and I find that there iz no justifieation for these Questions.

{6.) Employees from Bathurst Model Farm at the Bathurst Show:—Mr. E. M. Clark neked the
Sceretary for Mines,— ‘ ,
(L) Is it a fact that men were employed from the Bathurst Model Tarm on the Show-ground
gates during the recent Bathurst Show, and received remuncration, while lionest able-bodied men
are unemployed ? . ‘ ‘
(2) Will he prevent the practice of thosc in such positions, drawing Government money,
competing for such positions with men out of employment ?

Mr. Wood answercd,— . ;

(1.) Ifind that one man usually employed as u labourer on the Bathurst Experimental Farm was
engaged by the Bathurst Agricultural Society as a gatekeeper during the recent show there.

(2.) While so engaged he did not deaw any wages trom the Department. I may say that he has
seted in this capacity for the past ten years.

(7.) Property Resumed Northern side of Erskine-street:—Mr. Andcrson asked the Colonial
sSeeretary,— .
(1. What property was resumed on the northern side of Erskine-sireet, between Shelly-strect and
the harbour ?
{2.) The number of fect of the frontage of the blocks P
(3.) What amount of money was paid to owners and tenants ?

Mr. See answered,—

(1.) The property of Eliza Cox and R. F. G Tenderson, containing nn area of 1 rood 16 perches.
(2.) 1089 feet.

{3.) Cox’s Estate, £60,000—interest, £3,015 12s.; . F. G. Ienderson, £7.865—intercst,
£1,499 1ds. 7d.; Thomas Noonan (lessec), £8,000—interest, £565 25, 2d.

(8.) Expenditure on Roads and Bridges for years 1892-3 . —DMr. Wilks asked the Secretary for
Public Works,—
(1.} Ts he aware that the expenditure of the large sum named by him on the roads and bridges in
1892 helped to make a deficiency of £390,000 on the accounts for that year which was left to be
net by the late Government?
(2.) Is he nware that although Parliament voted a sum of £000,000 in 1893, which was available
for roads and bridges, the then Minister for Public Works (Mr. Tyne) only spent of that amount
#£330,000 on the reads and bridges, leaving a balmce of more than £200,000 to be writton off ?
(3.) Was not this amount kept alive by the Reid Government, and spent on the roads and bridges
of the Colony ?

Mr. O’Sullivan answered,—The Honorable Member has resorted to some curious logie in his
Questions :—
(1.) As the Road Vote in 1892 was £804,333, that sum was evidently not then considered too high.
The Koad Vote, an ordinary expenditure, cannot, therefore, be said to have caused the deficiency of
£380,000 referred to by the Honorable Momber. If that kind of reasoning is to be adopted, then
the fact that the Reid Government saved over £300,000 o year for five years by working a reduced
Roud Voto, making £1,500,000 altogether, suggests that if the Reid Government had spent the
£894,333 in the years 1894-5-0~7-%, as they shonld have done, they would have added £1,500,000
to their deficiency of £1,045,000, shown by the Finance Commission, which would have made a
total deficiency of £2,549,000, as a legacy by the prcvious’Gommmeut.
(2 aud 3.) Yes; Parliament voted £600,000 for roads in 1893 bit owing, I think, to a belief that
Incal government might be infroduced, about £216,000 of that sum was not spent. It is true that
the amount was * kept alive” and spent by the Reid Government; but—us the following figures
for the Road Votes show—what they paid with one hand they kept back with the other. Tnstead
of proposing £304,333 az a Read Vote for cach of those years the Reid Government only proposed
tho following :—In 1894 it was £583,087 ; in 1895-6-7 it was only £700,000 for eighteen months ;
for the remainder of their term of office only the sum of £550,000 per vear was voted, or £344,333
per year less than the Dibbs Government in 1892, It will thus be seen that; if the Reid Govern-
ment did spend the £216,000 leflt unspent by the Dibbs Government, they still worked the Road |
Vote at over £300,000 lesz per annuin, though in the meantime there has been an inerease of over
1L000 miles of roads and 42 miles of culverts and bridges. From these fipures the Honorable
Member will see how difficult it is to keep the roads and bridges in repair on the ditninished vote
of the Reid Government.

I(6.)
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(9.) Double Shifts on Dredges :—Mr. Wilks asked the Secretary for Public Works,—Referring to
his statement in the House on Wednesday, 4th July, is he aware that the system of working
double shifts on dredges, and giving the dredge hands the full benefit of the eight hour system,
was introduced by the Jate Government ?

Mr. O’Sullivan answered,—The system of working double shifts on dredges was not introduced by
the late Government, nor can that Government be credited with establishing the full benefit of
the eight-hour system in the Dredge Scrvice, as the following statement will show:—Night and
day work started on the dredges in 1873, and ceased in 1879, Two crows only were employed to
work twenty-four hours per day, the dredge and crews stopping for meals in each shift, the
average working hours being fifty-five per week. In the year 1885 the working hours were, by
direction of the Minister for Works, Mr. T. A. Wright, reduced to forty-eight hours per week, the
tug, crews, and coxswains, when necessary, taking meals when towing. In 1888 night.work started
under the forty-cight hours per week system. In 1896 the Queensland system of working meal
hours instead of night-work was adopted, the machinery working fifty-cight hours per week, but
the dredge crews only forty-eight, though kept on board nearly ten hours per day. Extra men,
together with the vessels’ tradesmen, cnabled this to be done. In May, 1899, the working hours
of the machinery were reduced from fifty-eight to fifty-six per week. On lst January, 1900,
the working bours of the machinery were further reduced from fifty-six to forty-eight hours
per week, and the tradesmen no longer utilized for working the machinery during meal hours. It
1s, therefore, incorrect of the Honorable Member to say that the late Government did introduce
the eight-hour system on the dredges, as the men had to remnin longer than cight hours on board.

(10.) Fog Signals or Lights in the Harbour :—DIr. Hawthorne asked the Colontal Treasurer,—
(1) Is he aware that during the recent foggy weather harbour passenger steamers were placed in
great peril of running on shore owing to the absence of fog signals or lights on the headlands or
islands in the harbour?
(2.) Will he take early steps to prevent similar danger in the future io onr harbour navigation ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—The Superintendent of Navigation is not awarc that any vessels
were placed in peril through the recent fog in the harbour. Inquiries are, however, being made
by him into the matter.

(11.) Case of Sergeavt Stafford :—Mr. Tlawthorne asked the Colonial Secretary,—-
(1) TIs he aware that a Select Committes’s report was adopted by the Legistative Assembly several
years since, recommending the case of Sergeant Stafford for favourable consideration at the hands
of the Government ?
(2.) Will he be prepared to act on that report, and put a sum of money on the Estimates to
compensate that old officer for what the Committee decided was a wrongful dismissal from the
Police Foree of this Colony ?

Mr. See answered,—A Select Commiitee made a favourable recommendation in this case. The
Inspector-General of Police, however, reported that no payments to ex-Senior-constable Stafford
would be legal, except by vote of Parlininent, and successive Governments have declined fo fake
any further steps in the case. Stafford instituted several actions ngaingt the Inspector-General of
Police, all of which resulted unfavourably to him, and ultimately the then Attornev-General, in
order to prevent further annoyanece, took the case to the Supreme Court, when Mr. Fosbery's
course of action was fully vindicated.

{12.) Cadet Corps in connection with Publie Schoois:—Mr. B. M. Clark to ask the Minister of
Public Instruetion,—
(1) Hgs the extension of the Cadet movement been stopped by the Department; if so, for what
Teason |
(2.) Will he take steps, as a national precaution for defence, to provide for the immediate extension
of the mosement for the formation of Cadet Corps in cobnection with Public Schools, and the
supply of suitable arms for the purposc?

Mr. Perry answered,—
{1.) Yes; from want of funds,
(2.) A sum hag been placed on the draft Estimates with this object in view.

{13.) Defaulters under the Income Tax:—Mr. Affleck asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) How many defaulters of the income tax are there in Sydney due for one, two, three, and
four years respectively P
(2) Have the Commissioners complied with the law in suing all defaulters in payment of income
tax over the period allowed when they should pay or be sned ; if they have not sued aceording to
law, what is the reason for their neglect?

Sir William Lyne answered,—

{1.) Owing to the limited time #t the disposal of the Commissioners, it has not been possible to
submit the information in the exact form desired. It may also be mentioned that the figures
include a large number of default assessments, many of which will be cancelled owing to the
decease or absence from the Colony of the taxpayers :(—1896, 81, £440 12s. 9d. ; 1897, 241, £1,642
18s. 9d.; 1898, 498, £2,087 0s. 6d.; 1899, 70%, £6,652 7s. 8d. ; total, 1,614, £10,822 19s. 8d.

{2.) Yes; butb it has been found that owing to the cumbrous procedure for recovery of outstanding
accounts ae laid down by the Taxation Act the progress made is not so prompt or satisfactory as
would be desired. The Honorable Member may, however, rest assured that every amount in
arrear has been or will be placed in the hands of the Crown Selicitor, and that no taxpayer will
be permitted to escape his just lability to the Crown.

(14.) Local Land Board Meeting at Gosford :— Afr. Ferguson, for Mr. Norton, asked the Secrctary
for Lands,—On what date will the next meeting of the Local Land Board be held at'Gosford ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—I am informed by the Chairman that & meeting of the Local Land Board
will be held at Gosford on or about the 30th proximo.
(15.)
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(15.) Letter-boxes on the Trams:—2RMr, Rigy, for Mr. McLean, asked tho Postmaster-General,— °
(1) Is ho aware that considerable inconvenience has been cansed in the districts of Marrickville
and Newtown by the discontinuanee of the practice of providing letter-boxes on the trams ?

(2.) Is there any more difficulty in eollecting letters from boxes affized to the electric tramcars
than was experienced under the old system ?
(8.) Will he consult with the railway authorities with a view to restoring these postal facilities ?

Mr. Crick answered,—
(1) No. On the stcam trams throughout the suburbs there were 100 boxes, and the average
number of letters posted in each box was six per diem, showing that the residents of Marrickviile
and Newtown did not avail themselves of the advantages of posting letters on the trams to a great
extent.
(2.) Yes; there is difficulty and danger in posting letters in lefter-boxes aflixed to eleckric
trams, and considerable risk and danger in attempting to clear them, and the risk was pointed out
" by the Railway Commissioners, who also stated that the existing boxes are unsuitable for the
electric ears, and that a great many moro would be required than we bave in use on the steam
trams, and that we should want o receiving siaff of officers at the Circular Quay to obtain the
letters. 1 do mot think that the Department would be justified in carrying out a system that
would prove a risk and danger to the public and its own oflicials. The danger is not in posting at
the terminus at Dulwich Hill, although there might be eonsiderable danger there, but at the various
stopping places en ronfe.  Letter boxes are not placed on cable trams in Melbourne, and it would
be much more dangerous to place them on the elecirie trams running through this city.
(3.) Sce reply to No. 2.

(16.) Adult Suffrage Bill .-~Mzr. Hawthorne asked the Coloninl Treasurer,—
(1.) Wil be endeavour to press on with the Adult Suffrage Bill, as foreshadowed in the Governor’s
Speech, so that the women of New South Wales may be able to exercise ihe franchise at the
approaehing Federal Elections ?
(2.) Can he inform the House when this measure is likely to be put on the Business Paper for the
consideration of Honorable Members ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—
(1.} This Bill will be dealt with in due course.
(2.) It is not possible at this stage to do.so,

(17.) Members of Parliament holding seats in the Federal Parliament :—Mr. Neild, for Mr. Dugald
Thomsen, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Referring to his promised eonsideration of the
introduction of a Bill to prevent Members of the New South Wales Parliameont holding seats in
the Federal Parlinment, will ho provide in the same measure for the readjustment of clectorates
and the reduction of Members in New South Wales, and accompany it by a Bill conferring Local
Government on all portions of this Colony ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—This Question is very wide in its scope. Before answering it I should
like to know about the date of holding the Federal Elections. Tf the Commonwealth Bill does not
come into operation until Lst January next, it is scarcely likely the clection can he held before
March, which will be shortly before the present Parlinment expires, and this will probably affect
ihe date when a law to prevent a Member holding seats in both Parliaments will come into
operation, as also the reduclion of the number of Members in the State Parliament. The question
ot a Local Government Bill for the Colony is too important to answer without mature consideration.

(18.) Junior Postal Assistants in the Country :~-Mr. Nielsen asked the Postmaster-General,—
(1.) Has his attention been drawn to the fact that junior postal assistants, in receipt of salaries of
from £65 to £60 per annnm, arve frequently left in tnll charge of country oflices in the temporary
absences of the Post and Telegraph Masters, during which times hundreds of pounds sometimes
pass through their hands? '
{2.) Will he see that men who have tv take such responsible positions are paid salarics
commensurate with the responsibilities which they bave thus fio incur ?
Mr. Crick answered,—No. Cire i3 now iaken to place only fairly paid officials in temporary
¢harge of country Pest and Telegraph Offices. Il is sometimes necessary, for instance in cases
of sudden illness, or where the Postmaster iy subpenacd as a witness, to let a junior hand take
charge, but for a very short peried only.

(19} Nyang Land Exchange :—M#. Ldden, for Mr. Norton, asked the Secretary for Lands,-—Will
he lay upen the Table of the House all papers and documents comnected with the Nyang
cxchange, granted to the Honorable Simon Frazer, M.I.C., of Vietoria ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—Caopies of the papers should be moved for in the usual manner.

(20.) Bachelor Teachers in Country Schools:—Mr. Mogue asked the Minister of DPublic
Instruetion,—Will he state upon what grounds, gencral or specific, he has formed the apinion
expressed by him, in answer to a Question in this ouse on 5th July, that there was danger in
sending uminarried male teachers to schoels in the country districts where the majority of the
pupils aro females?

Mr. Perry answered,—On the ground of common sense. It is not desirable that specific instances
should be quoted.

(21.) Votes for Adult Females for the first Federal Parliament .—Mr. Ferquson, for Mr. Norton,
asked the Colonial Sceretary,—Whether it is intended to amend the existing Electoral Law in
order to enable adult females to exercise the franchise at the ensuing clection for the first Federal
Parlinment ?

Mz, 8cc answered.—This Question Lias already been answered by the Prime Minitter in his xeply {o
Question Ne. 16. 3,
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7.

Eirry Crostye Acrt Asmxpuuxt Bion.—Mr. MeGowen presented two Petitions from certain
residents of Sydney and suburbs, representing that, whilst under the Farly Closing Act ail
ghop-keepers are compelled to reduce the hours of Iabour, those employed in confectioners’,
fruiterers’, and tobacconists’ shops have to work on Sundays ; and praying that in the Early Closing
Act Amendment Bill provision may be made to compel such shops to ¢lese on the Sabbath Day.
Potitions received.

Brokry Hinn Anatroirs, Manxnrs, a¥s Carrie Sare-vawps Brun:—Me. Ferguson presented a
Petition from the Journeymen Butchers Union of Broken Hill, representing that the Broken Hill
Abattoirs, Markets, and Cattle Sale-yards Bill will, if passed, be detrimental to their interests ; and
praying the House to reject the said Bill,

Petition received,

ParErs - —

Mr. Fegan laid upon the Table,—Report of the Stock and Brondas Branch of the Department of
Mines and Agriculture for the vear 1809, '
Referred by Sessional Order to the P'rinting Committec,

Mr. Sce laid upon the Table,—Correspondence respecting the dismissal of Mrs. Abrahams, Shaftes-
bury Reformatory.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Laxps Fom SErTLEMEST Binn:—The following Message from His Excellency the Governor wag
detivered by Sir William Lyne, and read by Mr. Speaker :(—

BEAUCHAMP, Message No, 43,

Corvernor.

In aceordance with the provisions eontuined 1n the 54th seclion of the Constitution Act, the
Giovernor recommends fur the consideration of the Legislative. Asseinbly the expediency of making
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to authorise the purchase,
aecquisition, and resumption of land for the purposes of closer scttlement, and to regulate the
disposal thereof ; to enable funds to be provided for the above purposcs by the issuc of debentures
and otherwise; and for other purposes,

Gorerwment Iouse,
Sydney, T0th July, 1900,

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill,

Parer :—Mr. Speaker laid upon the Table,—Copies of Minutes of His Eseellency tho Governor and
" the Executive Council,—
{(a) Authorising the transfer of an amount from the Vote ¢ Department of Tands, Coutingencies,”
to supplement the Vote “ Survey of Lands, Contingencies.”
(b) Authorising the transfer of an amount from the Vote “ Postal and Electric Telegraph Depart-
mént ”’ to supplement the Vofe * Adiustment of Salarics under the provisions of the Increwment
“ Regulations, &e., Attorney-Creneral’s Department.”
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Cowmmittee.

8. AvsoursmerT:—Mr. Speaker stated that he had received from the Monorable Member for

Braidwood, Mr. Austin Chapmnn, a Nofice, under the 4Mh Standing Order, that he desired to
maovc the adjournment of the House, to diseiss a delinile matter of urgent public importance, vie.—
** The absolutie necessity for increased expenditure on the roads and bridges of New South Wales.”
And the motion for the adjournment of the Ifousc being supported by five other Honorable
Members,— B
Mr, Chapman moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued. -

Question put and negatived.

9. IxreRrEst ox Junamesrs AMeNvMeENT Binn:—~The Order of the Day bhaving been read,—Mr.

CGarland moved, That this Bill be now read a second time,

Debate ensued.

Question put and passed.

Bill read 4 second time.

On mation of Mr. Garland, Mr. Speaker lefc the Chair, and the Ilouse resolved itself into a
Committec of the Whole for the considerastion of the Bill.

Mr."Spenker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported the Bill with amendinents,
“On motion of Mr. Garland, the report was adopied.

Ordered, that the Bill be read a third time To-morrow.

10. 1xcrosep Lawps Protecrion Acr AMESDMEST Bini:—The Order of the Day having been read,—

and Mr. Dight proceeding to move, That this Bill be now read a seeond iine,—

Notice was taken that thére was not a Quorum present,

Mr. Speaker counted the IHouse, and there being only ninetcen Members present, exclusive of
Mr. Speaker,—namely, Mr. Cann, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Cohen, Mr, Crick, Mr. Dight, Mr. Ferris,
Mr. Garland, Mr. Lees, Mr. McGowen, Mz, McLanghlin, Mr. Meagher, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Nobbs,
Mr. O’suollivan, Mr. Ross, Mr. See, Mr. Watking, Mr. Watson, aud Mr. Willis,—,

Mr. Speaker adjourned the House, ot threc minutes before Eleven o’clock, wntii To-morrow at
Four o'clock.

F. W. WEBE, : WILLTAM McCOURT,

Clerk of the Legislative dssembly. Speaker.

—_— e e i ——
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FIFTH SESSION COF THE EIGHTE‘ENTH PARLIAMENT.

WEDNESDAY, 11 JULY, 1300.

1. Tho IHouse met pursuant to adjournment. Mr, Speaker took the Chair,

QUuUuSTIONS :—

(1.} The Grafion Bond:—Mr. MeLean asked the Colonial Treasurer,— _
(1.) Ts the Grafton Bold, recently resumed by the Government, being carried on as a bonded
wareliouge by the Crown ? :

{2.) Are there any other Londed stores being conducted by the Crown?

{8.) Is it a fact thal cutting rates are heing quoted by the Graftan Bond in opposition to those
wlo hold licenses from the Crown ?

{4.) What license fces are payable to the Crown by the holders of bond licenses ?

(5.} Have the Government considered the advisabiliby of inviting tenders for the lease of the
traften Bond ?

(6.) Ts it the intention of the Colonial Treasurer to further cxtend the funclions of Government
by opening other bonded stores ?

Sir William Lyne answered,— —

(1.) Asthe Grafton Stores became the properiy of the Government at the dute of resumption, and
were full of general merchandise, it was absolulely necessary to make immediate temporary arrange-
nents for the earryiog on of the business.

{2.) No.

{3.) No complaints have been made, and no instances have come under notice of “ eniting rates,”
(4.) Tor firet 50 tons cubic epace, £30 per annum ; for every 10 tons enbic epace additional, £10
per anmun,

(8.) This iz under consideration.

(6.) Itis not intended to open other bonded stores.

(2.) Hunter River Flood Mitigation :—Mr. Brunker asked the Secrotary for Public Works,—What
progress has been made with regard to submitting the subject-of Hunter River Flood Mitigation
" for the consideration of the Public Works Committee?

Mr., O'Sullivan answered,—As I have already informed the Honorable Member, I purpose as soon
as possible submitting to the House a motion o refer this matter to the Public Works Committee.
A scheme which, T beligve, will mitigate the severity of the floods in the Hunter has now been
prepared by the Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works.

(3.} Drainage Works, East Maitland and Morpeth :—DBr. Brunker asked the Seeretary for Publie
Works,—Will he take steps to comstruct drainage works in the municipal districts of East
Maitland and Morpeth similar to those which it is proposed to carry out in other localities for
sanitary purposes?

Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—If application be made for works of this deseription in the districts
named, and they are reported upon favourably by my officers, I will take the nsual eourse in such
matters, and treat each eage on its merits,

(4.) Land and Income Tax Act :—Mr, Aflleck asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) What was {he total amount rceeived as Jand and ingome tax separately for fwelve monthy
ending 30th June, 1898 ?
(2.} The same for twelve months ending 30ih Fune, 1900 ? . .
(3.3 What was {he total cost expended in connection with ihe land and income tax for twelve
months ending 30th June, 18999
(4.) The same for the year ended 30th June, 19002 '
(5.) What was the gross pereentage of cosb to money received for each of the years noted in the
above Questions ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—TI will presently lay upon the Table a return giving the desired
infarmation. (3
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(5.) Payment of Salary refused by Parliament:—Mr. Affleck asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

(1.) Has any sum been paid to any officer in the Audii Office; and was such refused to be voted
by Parliament?

(2.) If so, what is the total amount, and by what authority was the said money paid ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—

(1) Yes, to two officers.

(2.) £31 5s., salaries for period July to November, 1898, The amount was, during the financial
year ended 301h June, 1898, charged to the Vote “ To meet adjustment of salaries on revision by
*the Public Service Board, item 182,” and continued to be so charged under the Supply Acts until
Parliament refused to vote the amount. The salaries paid for period July to November, 1898,
were subsequently ttansterced {o the Vote “ Unforeseen Expenses,” under the authority of the
then Premier and Colonial Treasurer, the Right Honorable G. 11, Reid.

(6.) Payment to Member of Board of Health refused by Parliament :—Dr. Afleck asked the Colenjal

Treasurer,—
(1) Hag any member of the Board of Health been paid any sum of money as such member ?
2.) Was the amount refused when the Estimates were before the House?
(8.} What was the total sum paid, and to whom, and by what authority was it paid if Parliament
refused to sanction the payment of such money ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—

(1) Yes.

(2.) Yes.

(8.) £25, feon for period July to Noyember, 189%; paid under the provisions of the Supply Acts
until Parliament refused to vote the Bmount. The fees so paid were subsequently transterred to
the Vote “ Unforsecn Expenses,” under the anthority of the then Premicr and Celonial Treasurer,
the Right Ilonorable ¢ LI. Reid.

(7.} Payment to Public Service’ Tender Board refused by Parliament:-—Mr. Aflleck .asked tho

Colonial Treasurer,—

(1.) TIs it a fact that, although Parliament steuck off the Estimates a sum on the same as payment
to the Public Tender Board, the Government has paid the said Tender Board £186 11s. 6d. ; if so,
by what anthority was this paid ? .

(2.) Has there been any larger sum paid ; if so, to whom was it paid, and by what authority ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—

f1.) The sum of £1286 11s. 6d. was paid to members of the Public Service Tender Board from
Treasurer’s Advance Account. This sum represented fees during the period July to November, 1898,
and upon Parlimnent refusing to vote funds for the service, no further payment was made. ‘The
amount received by the members of the Tender Board was subsequently transferred to the Vote
“ Unforseen Bxpenses,” on the authority of the then Premier and Colonial Treasurer, the Right
Honorable G Ti. Reid.

(2.) No.

(8.) Wentworth BEstate :-~Mr. Dacey asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

(1) 1s the Wentworth Estate under offer to the Government as a site for the new city abattoira?
(2.) What is ihe area of this cstate, and what is the price of it ?

Sir William Tyne answered,—The Wentworth Estate and several other estates have been
offered to the Grovernment as sites for new abattoirs; but nothing of a definite character has yet
been done reapecting any of them.

(9.) Meiropolitan Transit Commission Officers:—Mr. Dacey asked the Colonial Secretnry,—
(1) How many officers are in the employ of the Metropolitan Transit Commissioners ?
(2.) What are the names, length of service, and amount of gratuity to which each would become
entiticd at the end of this yesr, assuming thab the proposed Metropolitan Traflic Act comes into
force on the 1st January next, and that none of such officers are appointed tc the Police TForee ?
{(8.) 'What is ihe amount of money which the Traneit Commission has available for the payment
of the proposed gratuities ?
(4.) Have any of these officers previously received any pension or gratuity from the State; if eo,
what are their names, the positions from which they retired, the cause of such retirement, and the
amount they reccived ?

Mr. See answered,—

(1.) Lwenty-four.

(2.) T wilt cause this information to be prepared and latd upon the Table as soon as possible.

(3.) £4,334.

(4) I undersiand that one of the officers—Edwin May—had previous service as a senior-
constable in the Palice, fram which he retired in 1889 on a gratuity of £168, being incapacitated
for poliee duly through an injury to his wrist, which, I may add, was sustained in the execution
of hits duty.

(10.) Subletting of Contracts: —Mr. Dacey ashed the Sewretary for Public Works,—
(1) Arecontractors, under the Colonial Arelntect, permitted to sublet their contracts ?
(2.) What restrietions (if anv} are there against thie form of sweating ?
Mr, O'Sullivan answered,—
(1.) Contractors are not allowed {o sublet werks without the consent, in writing, of the Minister
being first obtained, and then only under excepiional circumnstances,
(2.} Contracinrs are liable to he fincd £30 for ench and every breach of {he condition of contract
relating to this matter. |
‘ (11)
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(11.) Tnfermation Supplied by Relieving Officers:—Dr. Ross asked the Attorney-General,— 7
(1.) Are emergency men, who are sent into the country to relieve officers absent on leave,
enconraged to act as spies behind the backs of such officers ?

{2.) Isinformation abtained in this matter acted upon fo the detriment of fhe officers concerned,
withgut their having an epportunity of knowing what has been said against them ?

M, Wood answered,—The Puablic Service Board informs me that they do not obtain any informa-
tion from emergency officers who may be sent ab the instance of Departments into the country
to relieve absent officers, and ihey are not aware that any grounds exist for the insinnation
contained in the Queation. The Board most strongly discourage any practice of the kind.

(1%;) Extleneion of Parcels Post to Canada and South Afriea:—Dr. Ross asked the Postmaster-
eneral,— :
(1) Is it a fact that the Parcels Post has lately been extended to Canada and South Afriea?
(2.) 1f so, what is the reason that this system of Parcels Post bas not been extended to so large
a commercial country as that of the United States of Ameriea?
(3.) Will he ece that steps are taken 4o extend the Parcels Post to United Siates of America ;
and also the posial note system, so as to make the notes for greater public convenience payable ail
over the Bmpire ?
Mr. Crick answored,—-
{L.) Parcel Post between New Jouth Wales and Canada has been some years in operation. . The
system has recently been extended to Cape Colony.
{2.) ‘The United States’of America for n long time declined to inaugurate a Parcel Past system
with New South Wales, but negotiations are now in progress for this purposo, which it is expected
wiil be shortly completed. '
{3.) I understand the postal nole system iz not now in operation within the United States of
Amerien itself, and the United Kingdom of Great Britmin has already deehined to reciprocate the
system between itself and Anstralin. :

(13) Amendment of the Public Instruction Aet:—Dr. Ross asked the Minisier of Public
Instenetion,—In earrying out the present system of public instruetion, will he see in any proposed
amendment of the Act that provision is made for extending the distance from 2 to 8 miles, teeing
large numbers of children are being deprived of edueation by being a few yards over the 2 miles ?

Mr. Perry answered,—The matier Will receive consideration, Although children living within the
2-mile radius arc compelled to attend school, it does not follow that those outside that distance are
“ being deprived of education.”

(14.) Meteorological Conditions in New Scuth Wales:—Dr. Ross asked the Minister of Public
*  Instruction,— )

{1.) Will he obtain from Mr. Rasscll, M.A., Governmeni: Astronomer and Meteorologist, a report
on the recent eold weather and phenomenal fall of snow that ocenrred all over the Colony, and the
probable cause of the same compared with the previous prolonged and disastrous droughts through
which the Colony of late years has pagsed ? _
(2.) Tf similar cold weather and an unprecedented fall of snow lias ever previously been experienced
in these Colonies ; if o, when, and to what exient ?
(8.) 1s there any likelihood (ncteorologieally or otherwise) of similar cold and phenomenal fall of
suow likely to nceur in the future ; if so, from what cause or probable causes are such atmospheric
perturbations likely to oecur; and, if so, are there any means or knewn meteorological laws by
which their advent may be nceurately or approzimately foretold ?

Mr. Perry answered,—The Grovernment Astronomer reports that the data to enable him to reply
to these Questions are not vet to hand. TIf the Honorable Member will repeat bis Question for a
night towards the end of next week, 1 shall be glad to supply the information sought.

(15.) Resumption of Property since Outbreak of Plague:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the
Colonial Treasurer,— .
(1.) Will he give the House a list of names of owners of all properties resumed, as the result of
the outbreak of plaguc, in the City of Sydney ?
(2.) ‘What was {he total cost incurred by the Government in effecting the cleansing of those
properties P
](‘3)1] Will he state the respective amounts which ghould be debited against each of the respective
owners of the properties enumerated in his answer to Question No, 1?2~
(4.) Docs he intend to see that such nmounts are charged to such owners, and are deducted from
any compensation that may be awarded them at a later date for the resumption of their property ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—

(1,2, and 4.) The information will be prepared and laid upon the Table in the form of a return,
(8.) T do not think it would be possible to answer this Question; it would be only a haphazard
reply.

(16.) Residence of the Governor-General :—3r. Rose asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.} Have representations been duly made to the Home Government that, as the mother Colony,
and as the Colony in which will be located the permanent seat of Government, there are special
claims in favour of the Governor-General coming direct to New South Wales, and remaining here
cxcept during ihe period the Federal Parliament will be in Session in Melbourne ?
(2.) As the Governor-General will arrive in Ausiralin during the summer months, will all
arrangements be made at the Governor's Moss Vale residence for his eountry abode ?
Sir William Lyne answered,—
(1.) Yes. . :
(2.) If the CGlovernor-General resides in New South Wales, he will probably reside at Government
Hous 8 mey. : (17
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(17.) Large Estates in the Riverina District : —Mr. Rose asked the Secretary for Lands,—

(1.) Is 1t not a fact that thers is no compiled data in the Lands Department which shows that tho
bulk of the large estates in the Riverina bhas been built up by conditional purchase P

(2.} Is it not o fact that transfers of conditional purchases, as represented by the books of the
Lands Department, inclode all security transfers where the land never changes possession, and
where no actual transfer ever takes place ?-

(3.} 1sit not a fact that, upon payment ¢f a mortgage, the change of name from mortgagee to
mortgagor appears as & transfer, though the mortgagor never transferred the conditional purchase?
{4) In such instances do not the books of the Department show one transfer from mortgagor to

o

morbgagee, and another transfer upon payment from mortgagee to mortgagor, whereas no actual

transier of the conditional purchage has taken place ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—

(1) Yes,

(2, 3, and 4.) All transfers of conditional purchases are executed in the form of absolute transfers,
which is the only form provided and recognised by this Department. The Commissioner for
Stamps, if satified that a tranefer is by way of mortgnge, and exempt from stamp duty, endorses
the document to that effect, and that 1s the only intination the Depurtment hag of the pature of
the transfer,

(18) Government Savings Bank of New South Wales: —Mr. Terry asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

\ (1.) Respecling the last report and balance sheet of the {dovernment Savings Bank of New Sounth

Walcs, has any report been made by cither of the auditors in relation to the conducting of the

business of the Bank ? :

(2) If he has received no such report, will he inquire whether any was made; and if there was,

will he proenve it and lay it upon the Table of the Housce for public information ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—1T am inforimed by the Managing Trustee of the Savings Bank of

New South Wales that there has been no complaint from the auditors respecting the report. and

balance-sheet for the year 1899, '

(19.) The TLabour Buareau:—Mr. Kidd, for Mr. B M. Clark, asked the Minister of Publie
Instruction,—
(1) Waa a ballot taken at the Labour Bureau on Monday last for 100 labourers and tradesmen
for country work ? -
(2.) How many presented themselves for baliut?
(3.) Was it a condition of qualificalion that each applicant should be in a position to provide
himgelf with a tent, blanket, and o fortnight's provieions ?
(4.) Isita faet that numbers could not submit themselves to the ballot beeause of their inability
to so provide themaselres ?
{(5.) What steps does Le propose to take to provide for this class of labonr ?

Mr. Perry answered,—

(i.) Yes, for town and country.

(2.) 1,647.

{3.) The men were employed at a daily wage, and were informed that they would have to make
their own arrangements for shelter and food —a condition imposed by the Works Department.
(4.} I am not aware; but, if so, the cases must have been very few. Four hundred men were
wanted, and more than four times as many {ook part in the ballot.

(5.) The matter is now under consideration by the Labour Commissioners.

(20.) Foreshore at Ball’s Head Bay :— fr. Kidd, for Mr. B. M. Clark, asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(L) Has an applicalion been made by the trustecs of Berry's Estate to purchase and reclaim
nearly 6 acres of foreshore at Ball's Head Bay ?

(2.) Is thisin the ncighbourhood of an island alleged to have been annexcd and connected to
Berry’s Estato by means of filling in ?

(3.) Irit the policy of the Governnent to ullow reclamations of this character to be effected by
pri\’a,te?individua]s; and, #f net, will he take immediate steps to protect the public rights in the
matler !

Mr. Flassall answered, —

(1.) Yes

(2.) ltisin the neighbourhood of what is known as Gore Tsland, which is really 2 peninsula forming
part of Wollstoneraft's grant of 524 acres.

(3.) This application is only in its initinl stage, and before a final decision is arrived at an inquiry
by the Loecal Land Board will be held.

{21.) TLand Occupied vear ihe Spit by Retired Publie Servant :— My, Kidd, for My, B. M. Clark, asked
the Seeretary for Public Works,—
(1)} ls it a fact that a retired officer of the Roads and Bridges Department named Flynn and
others are occupying Government land near the Spit, resumed some time ago for bridges and
roads purposes ?
(2.) Is it o fact that camping and boating parties are refused admission to the land in such
aceupation ?
(3.) What is the srea of the land ; and will he {ake steps to have it proclaimed a temporary publie
reserve, pending i1s requirement for the purposc for which it was originally acquired ?

Mr, O'Sullivan answered,—

(1.} I understand that Mr. . II. ¥Iynn, who was formerly Chief Clerk in the Roads and Bridges
Branch of this Department, was permitted to temporarily oceupy the land in question, conditionally
upon his acting as caretaker. '

(2.) I am not aware.

(8.) 2 acres 2 roods and 22 perches. The representations of the Ionorable Member will be
inquired into. (22.)
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(22.) Public Officials Riding on the Trams Free: —&r. Kidd, for Mr. E, M. Clark, asked the Colonial
‘Ureasurer,— .
(1) Is it & fach that members of the Police Force, when in uniform, are permitted to ride upon
trauny free? '
{2) s it o fact that lelter-carriers from the Greneral Post Office are compelled to pay fares upon
trams ? .
(3.) Will he request the Railway Comnmrssioners to allow letter-carriers wien in uniform the same
privilege as members of the Police Force ?

Sir Williamn Lyne nuswered,—The foilowing information has been supplied by the Ratlway Com-
missioners ;.— : :

{L) Yos.

(2.} Yes. )

(3.) The members of the Police Tarce when in uniform have been allowed for many years, in fact
before the Railway Commissioners were appointed, to ride free on the trams, in view of the
nssistanee they conld give at any time, if required, to the tramway cmployees. Lhere is no reason
why exceptional treatinent in conneetion with the trams should be extended to letter-carriers.

(23.} Mr. C. N. Payten, 8. M., Sydney, and Mr. T. E. MeNevin, P.M., Parramatta :—Mr. Thomas
Fitzpatrick nsked the Attorney.General,— .
(L) Whatis the lengih of service of Mr. C. N. Payten, Stipendinry Magisirate, of Sydney, and
of Mr. T\ I&. McNevin, Police Magistrate, Parramatta ?

{(2.) What is the Jength of serviee of each of these officers in the grade of Police Magisiraie?

(3.) Did Mr. McNevin hold the responsible position of Chief Clerk to the Department of Justice,
and, in the absence of the Under Secretary, was the control of the whole Department left in his
hands ?

(4.) Ts Mr. MeNevin the author of the Manual for Coroners and the Manual for Clerks of Petty
Sessions, and are these books supplied at the expensc of the Governmen! to officers for their
instruction and guidanes ?

(5.) Did Mr. McNevin at any time act in the capacity of Stipendiary Magistrate in Sydney; and
if ro, wag any complaint made as to the manoer in which he discharged his duty ?

(6) Was Mr. McNevin an applicant for the position of Stipendiary Magistrate, vacated hy Mr.
Delohery ; and, if so, why was he passed over in favour of Mr. Payten ? '

Mr. Wood answored,— _

(1) %\/ﬁ‘. Pasten, twenty-cight years and five months; Mr. MacNevin, thirfy-two years and five
months.

(2.} Mr. Payton’s services as Stipendiary Magistrate, three years and six months ; Mr. MacNevin's
services a8 Polico Magistrate, four vears.

(3.) Yes. . -

(4) Yes.

(5.) Yes. Ou five oceasions, making a total of four months anl cighicen days. T am not aware
of any complaint,

{G.) Mr. MacNoevia was an applicant for the position which became vaeant by Mr. Delohery's
appointment to the Public Service Board, but Me. Payten, who is considered to be a very efficient
Magistrate, and whose status as onc of the Stipendiary Magistrales of Newceastle gave hiwm
precedence of Mr, MaeNevin, was selected to fill the vacaney.

(24.) Advance to Settlera Fund :—Mr. Waddell asked the Scereiary for Lands,—
(1) How much of the Advance to Seitlers Fund has been advanced to settlers up to the 80th
June last?
(2.) How many porsons have received advances on conditional purchases or freeholda ?
(3.) How many persous have received advances on leaseholds?
(4.) What amount of principal and interest has been received by the Board up to the 80th Fune
last ? .

My, Hassall answered,—
(1) £178,332 3s. 44.

(4.) £5,806 7s. 6d.

(23.) Government Roilway Gate-keopers :—Mr. Nobbs asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.} I it nob a fact that o number of signalmen called gate-keepers on the railways of the Colony
nre compelled to work twelve hours per day ?
(2.) 1f so, will ho bring the matter under the notice of the Railway Commissioners, with a view to
having the hours of Jabonr of theso men reduced to eight ?
Sir William Lyne answered,— '
(1.) I have brought the matter under the natiee of the Raitway Commissioners, who suggest, in
order that it may bé more definitely considered, that the Honorable Member should write them,
giving particulars of the matters he refers to. As a rule, signalmen and gatekeepers are distinet

ositions.

l()2.) The question of the hours of the staff is periodically considered by the Commissioners, and
the matter has recently been under review. The Commissionera hope to be able to meet most, if
not all, exceptional eases of long houra.

(26.) Professional Staff, Londs and Works Departments:—Mr, Nelson asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) What was the number of officers in, and the amount granted as imcrements to, the lower series
of grades of the purely Professional Staff in the Lands and the Works Departments respectively
in the regriding of May, 1895 ¢ @)
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(2.} Out of £14,000 voted by Parliament on tho Hstimates for 1899-1900 for increments, &e., to

. tho Puablic Service, how much was nbsorbed by the lower series of grades of the purely Professional
Staff of the Lands Department—{e) as a result of appeals; (4) by increments independently of
appeals; (¢) By new sularies under £100 per annum ?

Sir William Lyue answered,—The information will be prepared and laid upon the Table in the
form of a return.

(27.) Quarantined Areas, Darling Harboor :—8ir Matthew Harris asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
{1.) Under whose auihority was Mr. MeCredie appointed to deal with matters in connection with
the quarantine areas at Darling Harbour and the city ? ,

(2.) Which of the Ministerial Departments is responsible for all acts done in connection with the
quarantining of such arens ?

(8.) Ts it the intention of the Government {0 compensate the various property owners and others
who suffered damage through the recent illegal quarantining of such areas and the pulling down
and otherwise structurally interfering with their buildings and premises in the interest of the
public health, in order to prevent the spread of the plague ?

Sir William T.yne answered,—

(1) Mr. McCredie was appointed by me, upon the recommendation of the Under Seeretary for
- Public Works.

(2.) The Treasury.

{3.) Except in exceptional cases of hardship, I think the Government ought to be compensated

for cleansing the properties.

(28.) Glebe Tsland Bridge :—Sir Matthew Harris asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
{1.) What is the reagon of the delay in the eompletion of the new Glebe Island bridge ?
(2.) What is the total cost of the work fo date?
(3.) Ts he aware that n large nmount of siiting-up iz taking place both at the northern and
southern ends of the causeway of such bridge in Roselle Bay as a consequence of the erection of
such causeway P '

Mr. O’8ullivan answered,—

(1) There has not been any delay in the construction of this bridge; the ironwork is being
manufactured in England, and the other work is being rapidly pushed on.

{2.) £38,500, -

(3.) T aminformed that there bas been ne silting up in Rozelle Bay as & consequence of the ercetion
of the causeway. A comparison of old and rceent soundings shows no change for the worse,
exeept in places near sewers, which are being attended to.

(29.} Exchange of Lands, Berembed Pastoral Holding:—Mr. Norton asked the Sceretary for Lands,—
Will he produce all pajiers in the case, and state npon what grounds the then Minister for Lands,
in 180}, sanctioned the exchange of certain lands on Berembed Pastoral 1olding in direct
opposition to the finding of the Loeal Land Board sitting at Narrandera in February of that year,
the Board’s recommendation being as follows - We cannot recommend this proposal, inasmuch
“as in our opinion the land seught in exchange is decidedly of grenter value than that offered in
* surrender, laving a direct frontage to the railway lne, while the land offered is distant 1 mile
“and over from ihe railway line Wo are also of opinion, upon a view of the plan, that the
‘- exchange if allowed would not have as an effect the consolidation of applicant's freehold ™ ?

My, Hagsall answered,—1f copies of the papers are moved for in the usnal manner, T am not aware
of any objection to iheir being laid npon the Table of the Mouse, 1 find, however, that the
exchange was approved of by Mr. Secretary Copeland, who had it twice under consideration, and
who, in’ view_of what he regarded ns the merits of the case, and presumably the faet that the
Board’s recommendation was not in accordance with the evidenee taken, approved of the exchange.

(30.) Remuneration to Public Works Committee :—Mr, Norion asked the Colonial Treasurer,~— W hat
is the tolal sum paid to cach wmember of the Public Works Committee during the term of the
present Parliament ? ‘

Sir William Liyne answered,—Thiz information will be laid upon the Table of the House iu the
form of a return.

(3L} Extension of the Railway into the City :—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.} On what date was the question of extending the railway into the City of Sydney referred by
this House last Session {o the Poblic Works Committee ?
(2.} On what date was the inquiry opened; and on what date was it closed ?
(3) On what date was the repert of the Committee presented to this Ilouse ?
(4.) HHow many witnesses in all were examined on the project?
{5) On an average how many witnesses were examined at each meeting ?

Mr. See answered,—1 will presently lay upon the Table a statement in reply to this Question.

-

2. Fisneries Acr:—Mr, Norton presented a Petition from certain licensed fishermen and oystermen,
stating that the law under which Petitioners pursue their calling is unsatisfactory on various
grounds, in the Petition set forth ; and praying the House to take the earliest opportunity to pass
into law au amended I'isheries Bill on the lines of that introduced in a former Session.

Petition received.

3. ParERs:— L
Mzr. Crick laid upon the Table,—Seciton 1.—Correspondence respecting the proposal of the Fastern
Telegraph Company for additional Telegraph eommunication between Great Britain and the
Australasian Colonies, vie the Cape of Good Hope; S8eetion 1I.—Yroposals for construction of
Submarine Cable between Canada and Australasia, across the Pacific Ocean.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee. Mr.
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‘Mr. Hassal) laid upon the Table,—Return (in completion) to an Order, made on 19th June, 1900,—
“The Troffs I"astornl Holding in the Central Division.”
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Wood laid upon the Table, —Amended Regulations under the Public Service Act of 1895, relating
to Institutions for the Insane.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committes.

Sir William Lne laid upon the Table,— ]

%]I.) Statement of Payments made from the Tressurer's Advance Account during the month of
ay, 1900. -

(2.) By-laws of the Borough of Lithgow, under the Nuisances Prevention Act, 1897.
(3.) By-laws of the Municipal District of Invercll, under the Nuisances Prevention Act, 1807
(4.} Regulations under the Noxious Trades and Cattle Slaughtering Act, 1834, relative to the
trade of ¢ Knacker,” .
(5.) Return showing, in relation to Income and Land Taxes, the gross receipts and expenditure-
for financial years ended 80th June, 1899 and 1900, with perceniage of expenditure to receipts.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. See laid upon the Table,—Particulars respecting Inquiry by ihe Public Workes Comumittee into
the Railway Extension into the City of Sydney.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

4. Incrosep Laxps Prorrcriony Act AMESpMEST Bing :—Mr. Dight moved, without Notice, That
the Order of the Day for the second reading of the Inclosed Lands Protection Act Amendment
Bill, which Tapsed by the House being counted oul on Tuesday, the 10th July, 1900, be restored
to the Paper, and stand an Order of the Day for Tuesday, 2nd October,
Question put and passed.

5. CABLE BETWEEN CaNapa AND AUsreanasta (Formal Motion) :(—DMr. Crick moved, pursuant to
Notice, That this House will, on Thursday next, resolve itself into a Cotnmiltee of the Whole to
consider the following rosolutions :— .

(1.) That this House approves that the Government of New Bouth Wales be authorised to
co-operate with the Governmenits of Great Britain, Canada, Victoria, Queenstand, and New Zealand,
in raising the required capital and adoptiug such other measures as shall be found best calenlnted
to give effect to the conpstruction and maintenance of an ail-British subinarine cable between
Canada and Australasia ncross the Pacific Ocenn,

(2.) That the Now South Wales proportion of the cosi thereof shall not exceed one-ninth of the
whole amount involved.

(8.) That the above resolutions be communicated by Address to 1lis Excellency the Governor.
(Question put and passed.

G. Tyrerest oN Jupnomests AMenpaest Brw (Formel Order of the Day)—on motion of Mr.
Garland, read a third time, and passed.
Mr. Garland then maved, That the Title of the Bill bo * An Act fo amend the law with respect to
the rate of inlerest on verdicts and judgments tn the Supreme Court.” :
Question put and passed. .
Ordered, that tho Bill be cnrried to the Legisiative Council with the following Meseage :—

Mg, PrESTDENT,—
The Legislative Assembly having this day pagsed o Bill, intituled * An Act fo amend the

Tew with respect to the rats of interest on verdicts and judgments in the Supreme Court,”—presents
thejramo to the Legislative Council for its eoncurrence.

Legislative dssembly Chamber,
Sydney, 11tk July, 1900

. PosrronnmenT :—The Order of the Day for the sceond reading of the Public Works Committee
Eleclion Bill postponed until Tuesday, 2nd October,

8. Irprcest Punuicarioss Binn:—Mr. Speaker roported the following Message from the Legislative
Council :—

Mr. SPEARER,—

The Tegislative Council having this day agreed to the Bill, intituled ©* dn det fo suppress
indecent and obscene publications)’'-—returns the saume to the Tegislative Assewmbly without

amendment,
Legislative Council Chamber, JOHUN LACKEY,
Sydney, 11tk July, 1900, President.

0. (Lo BerweEeN CaNapa A¥D AusTranasra :—The following Message from His Bxcellency the
Goavernor was delivered by Mr. Crick, and read by My, Speaker:

BIEATUCHAMP, : Message No. 44,
Governor, :

Tn accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Aet, the
Governor recommends for the gonsideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making
provision to meet the requisite expenses in conmection with the construction and maintenance of
an all-British Submarine Cable between Canada and Austraiasia across the Pacific Ocean,

Goverament IHHouse,
Sydney, 10tk July, 1900

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the subject.

10.
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10. ApjovrsuEsT :—Mr. Speaker stated that he had reeeived from the Honorable Member for Northum-
berland, Mr. Norton, a Notice, under the 49th Stavding Order, that he desired to move the
adjournment of the House, to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz.:—* The
“ elnim of Samuel Gibson, ex-prisoner of the Crown, for compensation from the Government for
* the loss of an eye while serving a sentence at Trial Bay Prison.”

And the wotion for the adjournmeunt of the House being supported by five other Honorable
Members,~—~

Mr. Norton moved, That thiz House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued. .

Question put and negatived,

11. Syoxry Conrorarrosy (AMuxping) Binn:—

(1.) The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Sir William Lyne, Mr. Speaker left
ihe Chair, and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the
expediency of bringing in a Bill to make further and better provieion as to the Municipal Govern.
ment of the Cily of Sydney, and to amend the Sydney Corporation Act of 1879, and the Acts
amending the same.

‘Mer. Speaker resumed the Chair ; and the Chairman reported that the Committee had come to a
resolution.

(Jrdered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be now received.

The Chatrman then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, as follows: —

Resolved,—That 1 is expedient to bring in a Bill to make further and better provision as {o
the Municipal Government of the City of Sydney, and to amend the S8ydney Corporation Act
of 1879, and the Acts amending the same,

On motion of Sir Williain Lyne, the resolution was read a secend {ime, and agreed io.

(2.} Sir William Lyne then presented a Bil), intituled ©“ 4 Bill to make further and lelter provision
as to the Municipal Government of the Oity of Sydney, and o amend the Sydney Corporation
Act of 1879, and the Acts amending the same,'—which was read a firet time,

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time To-morrow.

12, Sypxexy Harsour Trusr Brox ~-The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Sir William
Lyne, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and the Iouse resolved itself into a Committee of the Whola
1o consider the expediency of bringing in a Bill to make belier provision for and in connection
with ibe management: of the port of Sydney; to establish and appoint the Sydney Harbour
Trust Commissioners ; to confer on such Commissioners eertain powers in relalion to such port,
including, ameng other powers, the power to levy and ecollect ceriain tolls, dues, rates, reuts, and
charges, and to purchase and resume lands; 1o vest certain property in the said Commissioners ;
and for purposes ineidental to or consequent on those objects.

Mr. Bpealier resumned the Chair; and the Chairman reported that the Committee had come to o
resolution.

Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be now received.

The Chairman then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, as follows :—

Fesolved, —That it is expedient to bring in a Bill 1o make better provision for and n conneclion
with the management of the port of Sydnmey: to cstablish and appoint the Sydney Uarbour
Trust Comnmissioners ; to confer on such Commisgioners eertain powers in relation to such port,
including, among other powers, the power to levy and cellect certain tolls, dues, raics, rents, and
charges, and to purchase and resume lande ; to vest certain property in the said Commirsioners;
and for purposes incidental to or consequent on thoze objects.

On motion of Sir William Tiyne, the resotution was read a second time, and agreed to.

13, Mivens Accipuxt® Rener Birnn:—The Order of {he Day having been read,—Mr. Fegan moved,
That this Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.

Mr. Edden moved, That this Debate be now adjourned.

Debate ensued. '

(Question put and negatived.

Original Question again proposed.

Debate continued.

And the House continuing to sit till after Midnight,—

THURSDAY, 12 JULY, 1800, a.».

Original Question put and passed,
Bill read 2 second ime.

On motion of Mr. Fegan, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a
Commitiec of tho Whole for the consideration of the Bill.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chaiv; and the Chairman reported progress, and obtained leave to sib
again To-morrow,

The House adjourned, at twenty-five minutes after Twelve o'clock aan., until Four o'clock p.n,
This Day. . .

F. W. WEBE, WILLTAM McCOURT,
Clerk: of the Legislative dssembly. _ Speaker,
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FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

THURSDAY, 12 JULY, 1900.

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

QUESTIONS i —

(1.) Small Arms and Ammunition :—Afr. Rose, for Mr. Quinn, asked the Colouial Treasurer,—
{1.) Has he received any intimation from Mr. Chamberlain recently with regard to the small arms
and small arms ammunition required by this Colony ¥
(2.) 1f not, and in view of the urgent necessity for providing for contingencics, wiil he obtain the
necessary arms and minmunition from the United States ?
Sir William Lyne snswered—A cablegram was sent to the Agent-General, on 23rd December last,
to malie arrrogements with the War Office, London, for shipping by fast steamer fo Syduoey
4,000 Lee-Enfield rifles and 3,000,003 rounds 303 cordite ammuunition, and a reply was received
to the offect that the rifles wonld be ordered from trade, but that cartridges could not be supplied,
and the lutter were, subsequently, ordered from Nobel's Explosive Co. All necessary arrange-
ments have, therefore, been made to provide for contingencies. -

(2.) Grants to Hospitals :—Mr. Wilks asked the Colonial Secretary,—Referring to the Questions
nsked by Mr. Wilks on 5th July, relative to the grants to denominational hospitals, and the Chief
Secretary’s answers thereto,—

(1) Are the two institutions—St. Vincent’s Heospital and the Lewisham Hospital—referred to in
his answer as having received granta of public money, public institutions ?

(2.) 1f so0, have the provisions of the Public Institutions Inspeciion Act, scetion 8, 30 Viet. No, 19,
been complied with in regard to the said two institutions ?

(3.) 1sit the intention of the Grovernment, in regard to future proposed grants to denominational
institutions, to submit them under a distinet heading on the Lstimates, to be voted upon by
Parliament ?

Mr. See answered,—The institutions do nat receive the Government subsidy of £1 for £1. Fuil
particulars relating to these were given in my reply on 5th July.

(3) Ameanding Land Bill :—Mr. Rose asked the Sceretary for Lands,—
(1) Is it the intention of the Grovernment to provide in the new Land Bill for giving a successful
applieant for land the right to clect whether he will take his helding under a econditional purchase,
homestead selection, or settloment lease tenure ?
(2.) Will a provigion .be embodied in the new Bill which will give a homestead selector and
settlement Jessee the right of converting their holdings into conditional purchases, subject to the
Eection in the 1805 Act, which limits conditional purchase to the owner suflicient to support a
amily ? :
(1) If no, is it the intention of the Government to abolish conditional purchase by Act of
Parliament, ?

Mr. Hassall answered . ‘

(1 and 2.) I canuot at present give any definite unswer to the Honorable Member in reply fo the
first two (Fuestions he has asked, as they are such ns wonld deserve the fullest consideration befor
any consideration is arrived af with regard to them. ] :
(3.) 1 can, however, assure the Honorable Member that it is nob the intention of the Government

to abolish conditional purchases by Act of Parligment.
('I'r)
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{4.) Adult Suffrage Bill .—Mr. Affleck asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Will he, in view of the °
slatement in the Governor's speech that the Government would introduce a Bill to qualify women
for the suffrage, so that adult suffrage would be the law of New South Wales, cause the poliee
when they are collecting the new rolls to also collect a second roll of women qualified, to be in
readiness in the event of the promised legislation becoming law ?

8ir William Lyne answered,—Until such a Bill is passed I am unable fo issue any instructions in
the direction indicated.

(5.) Cleansing and Repairing Wharfs, &c, in Quarantined Areas:—Dr. Ross asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—
(1) What steps (if any) does he intend to take to compel the owners of property and land to
reimburse the Government for the large expenditure of public money that was incurred on dirty
wharfs, and cleaning out aud repairing their property in the quaranfine areas in Sydnecy during
the outbreak of bubonic plague ?
(2.) If so, when does he intend to take such proceeding to protect the general taxpayers of the
Colony from this heavy outlay of public money ?

Bir William Lyne answered,—3o0 far as the law will allow, proceedings will be talen for the
recovery of expenditure in the cleansing of properties. The matter has been referred to the law
officers of the Crown.

(6.) Grant to Canterbury Road Trust:—Mr. Affleck asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.) How long has the Canterbury Road Trust been receiving £1,384 for 4} miles of road per
annum ; and what is the total amount received by them ?
(2.) How long has the £1,000 per annum for the 3} miles of road, Randwick and Coogee road
within the limits of Randwick, been paid, and to whom, and what is the total paid for the purpese?
(3.) How long has the balf mile of boundary road, Centennial Park (Cleveland-strect to (Jueen-
street entrance), been paid £1,000 per annum ; and what is the total sum paid for expenditure on
that road ?
(4.) How long has the £600 per annum been paid for Glebe Island Bridge to Petersham, within
the limits of Balmain and Leichhardt, 8 miles in length ? S

Mr. O’Sullivan answered,—

(1) The Canterbury Road Trust has not received £1,384 per annum. The amount of £1,384,
voted 1889-1900, for roads in Cauterbury district, is divided amongst the various roads enumerated
on Schedule A2 attached to Estimates-in-Chief. Amount allofted to Canterbury Couneil for
maintenance of 4% miles of Canterbury Road averages {say) £224 per annum from 1893.

(2.) From 1894 inclusive, to Randwick Council, total to date, £6,500.

(3.) The vote of £1,000 on 1899-1900 Estimates, Schedule A2, is a special vote for cowpletion of
this Centennial Park Boundary Road, taken only on the Estimates of that year. The expenditure.
to date is £223 10s.

{4.) £600 was voted on Roads Schedules for 1898-18990 and 1899-1900. Various larger or smaller
sums have boen voted in previous years from 1884.

(7.) Xlectric Current supplied to Parliament Honse :—DBr. Nelson asked the Colonial Treasuror,—
(1.) Is it a fact that the plant whieh supplies the electric current for Parlisment House has been
working for twenty years ; if not, how long? )

(2.) Is he aware that one of the boilers is obsolete, and is only capable of carrying a pressure of
60 1b. to the square inch ?

(3.) Is he also awace that the second boiler carries 120 1b. to the square ineh ; conscquently only
one boiler is available for steaming purposes ?

(4.) s he awaro that the tubes in the boiler now being used are in o bad condition ?

{5.) Is it the intention of the Grovernment to carry on the electric lighting by means of obsolete
plant now existing P

(6.) If 8o, will he eall for a report on the plaut at once ?

Sir Willism Lyne answered,—

{1.) No; seventeen years.

(2.) The boiler in question is in good order, but is obsolete only by reason of its low-working
pressure. .

(8.) Yes; but both boilers are serviceable when worked with their respective engine and dynamos.
(4.) The tubes are in good order, having been recently repaired.

(5 and 6.} No. The question of new plant is now under consideralion.

(8.) Remuneration to the Military Staff:—DIr. Phillips ssked the Colonial Secretary,—With
reference to Mr. Phillip’s Question of 26th June, relative to remuneration to officers and others of
the Military Staff for oxtra work in connection with the despatch of Contingents to South Africa,—
(1.) Has he approved of this remuneration being granted ?

{2.}) What is the amount approved for the various ranks?

(3.) When will it bo paid ?

(4) What were the smonnts paid to persons cutside the Department for work in connection with
the Imperial Bushmen’s Contingent ?

Mr. See answered,~—
(1, 2, and 3.) This matier has not yet been decided.
{4.) 1t is impossible to give n reply to this Question at a moment's notice, but I will cause a
returnio be prepared and laid npon the Table giving the desired information.
9)
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(2.) Leases of Ferry Companies, Circular Quay :—Mr. E. M. Clark asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) What arc the terms of leaser of the different ferry companies runuing to the Cireular Quay,
and the rentals paid ?

(2.) Daes the condition of sueh leases give power to erect shops and other offices on such wharfs,
to the detriment of public convenience ? .

(3.) Will heinquire into the action of the Sydney Ferries Company (which, with an increasing
passenger traffic, particularly at No. 1 Jetty) taking up all the available space for passcngers by
such erections, and, if possible, have them removed ? .

.Sir William Lyne answered,—

(1) No.1 Jetty—Half leased to the Watson’s Bay Ferry Company at a yearly rental of £200,
the company to pay for insurance; term of lease, three years. No. 2 Jetty—Leased to the Port
Jackson Ferry Company at a yearly rental of £300, the company to pay for insurance; term of
leage, three years. No. 5 Jetty—Leased to Sydney Ferries, Limited, at a yearly rental of £400,
the company to pay for insurance; term of lenso, three years. No. 6 Jetty—Leased to Sydney
Ferries, Limited, at: a yearly rental of £1,000, the company to pay for insuranee; term of lease,
three years.

(2) No; the leases do not empower the lessees to ercet shops and offices without the wriften
permission of the Treasury.

(3.) No complaints of the kind referred to have been received from the public.

(10.) Dancing Saloons:—Mr. Jessep askod the Colonial Secretary,—In view of the answer given by
him to a deputation, that he would consult with his colleagues as to the advisability of bringing in
2 Bill to license and control the dancing saloons of the city and Colony, will he state as the result
of that consultation whether he intends to introduce the Bill this Session ?

Mr. Seo answered,~1If the state of public buainess will permit it is my intention to bring forward
a measure of this kind for consideration.

(11.) Cattle-carrying Vessels :—Mr, Samuel Smith asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Is he aware that, owing to improper, insecure fixing of stalls on steamers visiting our ports,
great destruction of life amongst cattle has taken place ?
(2.) Is he aware that the rogulations in Vietoria governing cattle-carrying vessels are much
superior to any regulations in New South Wales ?
(3.) Is it & ’rjz;ct that there are no regulations for the earriage of animals on ships for our
Navigation Department to enforee?
(4.) Will he adopt the ¥ictorian regulations for the carriage of animals by ships, and have the
same enforced in this Colony ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—The Superintendent is not aware of the destruction of life amongst -
eattle through inscenre fixing of stalls on steamers visiting these ports. The regulation of the
carriage of live stock in vessels leaving this port is under the supervision of the Shipwright
Surveyor and the Inspectors of the Department, and the Superintendent is not awaro that, at
any time, fittings which have been approved of by them have given way. The question of the
preparation of regulations for the carrying of live stock in ships from this port is now under the
congideration of the Superintendent.

(12.) Holidays to Public Servants :—Mr. Samuel Smith asked the Attorney-General,—
(L) Isit a fact that public servants in the Spectal, Professional, and Clerical Divisions are, after
one year's service, allowed three weeks’ holiday for recreation ?
(2.) Has a similar concession been allowed fo the public servants in the Greneral Division ; if not,
will he grant the same holiday allowance to the General Division as enjoyed by the other Divisions P

Ay, Perry answered,—

(1.} Yes,

{(2.) The Public Service Board have now under consideration the question of allowing three weeks
annual leave of absence to all employees of the General Division, and, with a view to emabling
them fo arrive at a determination en the subject, they are obiaining an estimate of the cost which
would be involved from the heads of the various Tlepartments.

(13.) Tug-boats :—2r. Cann, for Mr. Hughes, asked tho Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.) How many tug-boats are thers in the Government Service ?
(2.) What is the name and nominal horse-power of each boat P
Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—
(1.) Twenty-aix in my department.

Nominal ' Nominal Nominal
Name, Horse-power, Nunc Horse-power. Nupe. Horse.power.

(2.) Thetis... 86 Achilles 20 Octopus G
Ceres... 56 Cyelops 34 Vesta .. .. 10
Orestes - 55 Athena - 9 Oberon .. 10
Rhea ... e 34 Ganymede .., 14 Unara e 11
Dawn - 43 Dayspring ... 20 Seylla... - 10
(Galatea . 28 Minerva e 20 Vivandiere ... 11
Tilian 31 Pheenix 17 Ariel ... ]
Dooribang ... 24 Callisto - 8 Furopa 5
Dione es 20 Aurora . G

(14.) Temporary Composing Staff, Govrernment Printing Office:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the
Attorney-General,—
(1.) Is he aware that the men employed on the Temporary Compasing Staff of the Government
Printing Ofice have been in the Service for periods ranging from six to {wenty years ? @)
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(2.} Is he aware that these men have bren put ihrough a severe test to qualify for their temporary
positions ?

(3.) Can he inform the House when it is intended to give effect to the promise he made in March
last to place these men on a more sfable footing ?

(4.) What position are they to be placed in ?

My, Perry answered,—

(1.} Yes. :

(2.} Yes. :
(3.) This matter is engaging the attention of the Department.

{13.) The Naval Brigade :—Mr, McLanghlin asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Will the Government take the opinion of this House before sending the Naval Brigade as a
land force to assist the allied Powers 1in China ?
(2.) What do the Government think this Colony can gain by the dispateh of these men there?
(3.) Does he consider they are required, or can be of any service in China ?
(4.} Considering the numerical strength of our own defence forees, and the state of our Treasury,
13 it wise to send any more men from this Colony for foreign military service?

Sir William Lyne answered,—I was informed members of the Naval Brigade were willing to serve
in Chiuna, and on 4th instant sent the following cablegram to the Secretary of State for the Colenies,
viz. =—* Buropa now at Sydney; believe going to China; can talke number of our Naval Brigade,
* and understand desirous of doing so. Men good sailors, some old men-of-wars men, ready an hour’s
* notice. Would like them to have opportunity to go.” T received a reply to the effect that, as all
ships were fully manned, the men could not be utilized for erdinary man-o’-war duties, but, if
prc%)ared to serve as Navul Brigade with expedition for protection of British life and property,
could render invaluable service. To this a further cable was sent, on 10th instant, that the men
were willing to serve as Naval Brignde as indicated in cable. No further report has been received

(16.) Captain Webb, Imperial Servies :—Mr. Wilks asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.} Ig it a fact that a Captain Webb, of the Imperial Service, has been appointed to the New
South Wales Military Teadquarters Staft?
(2.) What has been the necessity for the appointment of an exira officer to the staff ?
(3.} Ts it true that Captain Webb is visiting Sydney on leave from his regiment ?
(4+.) What rate of pay is this officer to receive?
(8.) If necessity did exist for such an appointment, was an opporthnity given for officers of the
local forees to apply for i4?

Mr. See answered,—The following information has been furnished Dby the Major-General Com-
manding the Military Forces.

(1.) Asa temporary measure, yes.

(2.) The number of officers absent in South Africa leaving an abnormal amount of work on the
reduced staff at Headquarters.

(8.) Yes.

(4.) £1 per diem, inclusive of pay and allowances.

(5.) An experionced officer was required who could devote his whole time to the work.

{17.) Report by Inspectors of Collieries :—Mr. Edden asked the Secretary for Mines,—Has he yet
received from the Inspectors of Collieries any report on the work performed by engine-drivers at
tho various collieries in the coul-mining districts ¥

Mr. Fegan answered,—Yes, the report lias been reeeived, and 1 intend to submit the matter for
the opinion of the Crown Law Oflicers as to the proper duties of engine-drivers under the general
rules,

2. Frsuerirs Act:—Mr. Norton presented four Petitions from certain licensed fishermen and oyster-
men of Goaford, Terrigal, Lake Macquarie, Manly, and Dora Creek, stating that the law under
which Petitioncrs pursue their calling is unsatisfactory on various grounds in the Petitions set
forth ; and praying the House to take the earliest opportunity to pass inte Iaw an amended
Tisheries Bill on the lines of that introduced in a former Session.

Petitions received.

8. MiNtsTERTAL STATEMENT:—Sir William Liyne informed the House that he had received from His
Ezcellency the Governor a Minute, which he read to the [iouse, as follows :—

The Governor has to submit, for the information of the Honarable the Prime Minister, the
subjoined eopy of a telegraphic despatch which has this day been received from the Secretary of
State for the Colonies :—

“ The Queen’s Assent to the Australian Commonwealth Bill having been given on the 9th
* July, I desire, on behalf of Her Majesty's Government, ta congratulate the Prime Ministers and

People of Australin on the consummation of the patriotic task on which they have laboured with
‘ so much ability, zeul, and self-sacrifice. T trust that the Teople of Western Australia will shortly
* declare their determination to become a part of the Commnnwealth, and that Her Majesty The
“ Queen will be able to prociaim the Union of the whole Continent, which will enable Australia to
“ tnke her place among the family of Nations nnder the Crown, and will eonduce to her future
“ progress and prosperity.”

BEAUCHAMP,
12¢% July, 1900. Qovernor.

Sir William Lyne also read to'the House a Minute of ithe Board of Health relative to the cessation
of the Bubonic Plague, and issue of Clean Bills of Health,
4.
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4. Lrquon Acr:—The following Petitions,—praying for the amendment of the Liquor Act, so as to
nrovide, firstly, for a reduction of the hours of sale in public-houses and places held by wine
licen:éaes, and, secondly, to ensure more effective Sunday closing,—were presented by the Members
named :—

(1.) By Mr. Watson—From Matthew Lindsay, Chairman of a meeting of the Iuvincible Lodge of
Independent Order of Glood Templars at Temora.

{2.) By Mr. Cohen—From certain residents of Petersham and District.

(8.) By Mr. Cotton—T¥rom cortain residents of Newtown and Distriet.

(4.) By Mr. Atleck—From certain residents of Gunning,

(3.) By Mr. Afleck—From William Pearson, Chairman of a meeting of the Eureka Lodge, 359,
of Independent Order of Gtood Templars at Gunning.

(6.) By Mr. W. W. Young—From James Worboys, Chairman of a public meeting at Bathurst,
(7.) By Mr. Cotton—TFrom certain residents of Neowtown.

(8.} By Mr. Cotton—1'rom certain residents of Newtown and District,

{9.) By Mr. Cotton—Trom certain®residents of Newtown and District.

Petitions received.

5. Wosex's Fraxcuise:—Mr. Fegan presented a Petition from the Woman's Christinn Temperance
Union, praying that the franchise may be extended to women in time for them to vote at the first
Federal Elections. ’ '
Petition received.

6. ParERs:—

Mr. Crick loid upon the Table,—Amended Rates and Regulation under the Eleetric Telegraph Act,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.
8ir William Lyne laid upon the Table,~—Report of Colonel Bell, ns Officinl Representative of New
South Wales at the International Commercial Congress of Philadelphia.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.
7. Privting ComMrrree :—3r. Gormly, as Chairman, brought up the lourth Report from the Printing

Committee.

8. Casivo 1o Lisvork Ratnway Binn:—The following Message from His Excellency the Governor
was delivered by Mr. O'Sullivan, and read by Mr, Speaker:—

BEAUCHAMP, Message No. 45.

Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 5ith section of the Constitution Act,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to sanetion the
construction of a line of Railway from Casino {o Lismore ; to nuthorise the construction of the
said line on public roads ; and for other purposes.

Government House,
Sydney, 12th July, 1900,

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

9. Lawp Tax (Cowrrrsurrox) Biin:—
(L) The following Message from His Excellency the Governor was delivered by Sir William Lyne,
and read by Mr, Speaker :—

BEAUCHAMP, Message No. 46.

Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Aect,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislativo Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses m conneetion with a Bill to amend section 12 of
the “ Land and Income Tax Act Assessment Act of 1895.”

o Government House,
Sydney, 12¢h July, 1900,

(2.) Bir William Lyne moved (¥ormal Motion), pursuant to Notice, That the Land Tax (Contribution)
Bill, forwarded to the Legislative Council during a previous Session, not having been finally dealt with
because of the prorogation of the Legislature, the following Message be sent to the Council:—
Mr. President,—A Bill, intituled “ An Act to amend section 12 of the Land and Income Tax
“ Assessment Act of 1895, —forwarded to the Legislative Council for eoncurrence during a previous
Bession of the present Parliament, not having been finally dealt with because of the prorogation
of the Legislature, the Legislative Assembly requests that the said Bill be proceeded with under
the Conneil’s Standing Order in that behalg
Question put and passed.

Message to the Legislative Council sent accordingly.

10. Apprtrcarross For ExcmancEes oF Lawn (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Moore moved, pursuant to Notiee,
That there be laid upon the Table of this House a return showing,—
(1.) The number of applications for exchanges of land received by the Lands Departiment during
the year 1893, and the number of such applications not yet finally disposed of.
(2.) The like information regarding applications received during the year 1896.
{(3.) The like information regarding applications received during the year 1897,
{4.) The like information regarding applications received during the year 1894,
(5.} The like information regarding applications received during the year 1899,
Question put and passed.
11
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11, CrirprEx's ProTecTion Act AuENpMENT Bl (Formel Motion) :—
(1.) Mr. Neild moved, pursuant to Notice, That lcave be given io bring in a Bill to amend and
extend the Children’s Protection Act of 1892,
Guestion put and pagsed.

(2.) Mr. Neild then presented a Bill, intituled “ 4 Bill fo amend and extend the Children’s Protection
Aet, 1892, —which waa read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 16th October.

12, Conar To Wircaxsia Rarwway Bint:—The Order of the Day for the consideration in Committee
of the Whole of the expediency of bringing ir a Bill to sanction the construction of: a line
of railway from Cobar to Wileannia, provided that before commencing the said work certain land
required 18 contracted to be conveyed free of cost to the Crown ; to authorise the transfer of certain
Crown land revenue of the district benefited by the line to the aceount of the receipts of the said
line; to amend the provisions of the Public Works Act of 1888, so far as they relate to the duty
of the Constructing Authority to make and maintain fénces along the ‘said line of railway; to
authorise the construction of the said line on public roads ; and for other purposes,—on motion of

_Mr. O’Bullivan, discharged. .

13. AprourNMENT :—Mr. Speaker stated that he had received from the Honorable Member for Wellington,
Mr. Haynes, a Notice, under the 49th Standing Order, that he desired to move the adjournment
of the House, to discuss a definite matter of urgent publie importanee, viz. :—¢ The failure of the
present system of dealing with the unemployed difficulty.”

And the motion for the adjournment of the House being supported by five other Honorable
Members,— . :

Mr. Haynes moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued. ,

And the House continuing to sit till after Midnight,—

FRIDAY, 13 JULY, 1900, a.M.
" Question put and negatived.

14. MerroporiTaw Trarrrc Birn:—The Order of the Day having been read,—Mr. Sec moved, That
this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued. :
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
On motion of Mr. See, Mr. Speaker left the Chair; and the Iouse resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole for the consideration of the Bill,
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair ; and the Chairman reported the Bill with amendments.
On motion of Mr. Sce, the report was adopted.
Ordered, that the Bill be read a third time on Tuesday next.

15. Darrive HarRROUR WaARTES REsumerrox Biir:—The Order of the Day having been read: for
the adoption o the report from the Committee of the Whole on this Bill, Mr. Perry moved,
“That*’ the rerort be now adopted.

Sir William Trize moved, That the Question be amended by leaving out all the words after the
word “ That ” ard inserting the words *“the Bill be recommitted for the reconsideration of
clauses 5 and 14. and the consideration of a new clanse ; also Schedule 1 and the econsideration of
2 new Schedule.”—instead thereof. :
Questior&—'l’ha: the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,—put and
negatived.
Question,—That the words proposed to be inserted in place of the words left out be so inserted -—
put and passed. '
Question then,—That the Bill be recommitted for the reconsideration of clauses 5 and 14, and the
cousi%emtion of a new clause ; also Schedule 1 and the consideration of a new Schedule,—put and
passed.
On motion of Sir William Lyne, Mr. Speaker left the Chair; and the House resolved itsclf into a
Commitfee of the Whole accordingly. .
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair ; and the Chairman reported the Bill 2° with further amendments.
Mr. Perry movd, ** That " the report be now adopted.
Sir William Lyne moved, That the Question be amended by leaving out all the words after the
word *“That™ and inserting the words “ the Bill be recommitted for the reconsideration of clanse
3, "~—inatead thereof.
Question,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,—put and negatived.
Question,—That the words proposed to be inserted in place of the words left out be so inserted,—
put and passed.
Quesgon then,—That the Bill be recommitted for the reconsideration of clause 3,—put and
passed.
On motion of Sir William Tiyne, Mr. Speaker left the Chair; and House resolved itself into a
Committec of the Whele aecordingly.
Mz. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported the Bill 8° with afurther amendment.
On motion of Mr. Perry, the report was adopted. .
Ordered, that the Bill be read a third time on Tuesday next.

16.
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16. PosrroNemEsTS :—The following Orders of the IDay postponed until Tuesday next:—

17

18.

{1} Sydney Corporation (Amending) Bill ; second reading.
(2.) Cable between Canada and Australasia; consideration in Committee of the Whole of the
following resolutions :—
(1.) That this House approves that the Government of New South Wales be authorised to
co-operate with the Governments of Great Britain, Canada, Victoria, Queensland, and New
Zealand, in raising the required capital and adopting sueh other measures as shull be found
best caleulated to give effect to the construction and maintenance of an all-British submarine
cablo between Canada and Austiralasia across the Pacific Ocean.
(2.) That the New South Wales proportion of the eoat thereof shall not exceed one-ninth of
the whole amount involved.
(3.) That the above resolutions be communicated by Address to 1Lis Execllency the Governor.

Paprramerrany Stavpive Commrrrer o Purnic Works:—

(1) Raihway from Lemora te Gunbar:—Mr. O'Sullivan moved, pursuant to Notice, That it be
referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 'ublic Works fo consider and report on the
expedieney of constructing a line of Railway from Temora to Gunbar,

Debate cnsued. '
Question put and passed.

(2.) Railway from Casino to Lismore —Mr. O'Sullivan moved, pursuant to Notice, That it is expe-
dient that the line of railway from Casino to Lismore, as recommended by the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Public Works, be carried out,

Question put and passed.

(3.) Sewerage Works for the Borough of Newcastle, and the Municipal Districts of Hamilton, Mere-
wether, Wickham, and Carringfon :—Mr. O'Sullivanincved, pursuant to Notice, That it bo referred
to the Parliamentary Standiug Committee on l'ublic Works to consider and report on the expe-
diency of eonstructing Sewerage Works for the Boroughef Neweastle, and the Municipal Districts
of Hamilton, Merewether, Wickham, and Carrington.

Question put and passed.

(4.) Electric Tramway from Belmore Park fo Fort Mucquarie via Castlercagh-street :—Mr.
O’Sullivan moved, pursuant to Notice, That it be referred {o the Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Public Works to consider and report on the expediency of constructing a double line
for an eleetric tramway from Belmore Park to Fort Macquarie by way of Castlereagh and Bligh
streets with single lines down Loftus and Young strects,

Debate ¢nsued.
Question put and passed.
Aprourxmext :—~Mr. Fegan moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question put and passed,

The House adjourned accordingly, at twenly-five minutes before Eight: o'clocka.m., until Tuesday
~ next at Four o’'clock.

¥. W, WEBB, WILLIAM McCOURT,

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker,
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

TUESDAY, 17 JULF, 1500.

1. The House me$ pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

(QUESTIONS :— .

(1.) Intestate Estates .-—Afr. Hawthorne, for Mr. McLean, asked the Minister of Justice,—
(1) Ta it a fact that for many years past the Judge in Eeclesiastical, and since 1890, the Probate
Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court has granted administrators of intestate estates power to sell
real estate of and belonging to the estates of deccased persons?
(2.) 1sit a faet that very many sales of real estate in the Colony have been made by administrators
relying on the orders giving them leave to sell? .
(3.) Is he aware that, by the recent decision of the Full Court in the case of Kelly ». Toohey, the
Court decided that the Judge had no power to grant general orders giving leave to sell real estate,
inasmuch as it gave the administrator a discretion, and that, therefors, all such orders have been
ulira vires 7
(4) Is he aware of the serious effcets of this decision, inasmueh ag it affects every title in New
South Wales in which land has been sold by an administrator, in pursuance of the powers of sale
granted by the Court now held to be uftra vires ?
(5.) Will he at once introduce a Bill to validate all titles which have been affected by this decision,
and to make any, and, if so, what alteration in the existing law ?

Mr, Wood answered,—
{1 and 2.) 1 am informed that such is the case.
{3.) Yes. . .
{4) Yes. .
(5.) A Bill o deal with this matter is almost ready. :
(2.) Stock killed at Riverstone :—2Mr. Watson, for Mr. Dacey, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) How many sheep and cattle respectively were killed during last year at Riverstone ?
{2.) How many were condemned as unfit for human consumption ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—
(1.) Sheep, 463,152 ; cattle, 22,904,
(2.) Bhecp, 454 ; cattle, 238.

(3.) Trade of the Tslands of the Pacific . —1f», Affleck, for My, Dugald Thomson, asked the Colonial
Treasurer,— .
{L.) Has he observed that the interests of New South Wales and of Australia in the islands of the
Pacific are threatened by the Premier of New Zealand offering inducements to those islands to
transfer their trade from Australia to New Zealand, and seeking to have certain groups attached
to his Colony ?
(2.} May not such attachment end in those groupd being brought within the limits of the New
Zealand tariff, thus giving free entry to goods from New Zealand, and placing restrictions on
goods from Australia ?
(3.) Will he consider whether the greatest security for equality of trading conditions is the
conlinnance of the direct eontrol of the islands by the British Government ?
(4. Will he resist any attempt to divert, except by open competition, the trade which has been
developed between the islands and Australia ? '

Sir William Lyne answered,—In view of the distinct siatement of Mr. Chamberlaiu, that the
suggestion of New Zealand for the incorporation with the Colony of certain groups of islands in
the Pacific must be discussed between New Zealand, Great Britain, and the Commonwealth of
Australia, it would be premature to take any present action in the matter. Meanwhile, there can
be no undne and successful attempt to divert the trade svhich hag been developed belween the
islands and Australia. i

{4.) The City Trams:—>Mr. Whiddon asked the Secretary for Public Works,—Will he, in considering
any change of route of the city tramways, consider the advisability of having the line extended

alonig Elizabeth-street, from Belmore Park to Redfern-street, thence to the junction of Castlereagh-
, . ] - - street,
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street, Redfern, meeting the present line there, with the view of reducing the congestion of traffic
at George-street and Devoushire-strcet, and avoiding the detour now made by the Redfern,
Waterloo, and Botany trams in having to proceed round a bend from Belmore Park, through Pitt
and Gicorge Streets, into Devonshire-street, the number of these trams travelling daily being
over 1007

Mr. O’Sullivan answered—The representations of the Honorable Member will receive my best
consideration. 1n view of another proposed route to Redfern, I cannot at present do more.

(5.) Organist at St. James’ Church .—Mr. B. M. Clark asked the Attorney-General,—

(1.) Is a Mr, Mason, employed in the Eduecation Department, acting in the positien of organist
at 8t, James’ Churah ?

(2.) 'What js Mr. Mason’s salary as an officer of ihe Government ?

(3.) I it a fact that he is also paid a salary of £100 per anvum in comnection with his church
duties ?

(4.) Will the Tublic Service Board take steps to prevent the competition of officers of the Service
with professional gentlemen whose living largely depends upon their ability for duties of
organist, &e.? )

Mr. Wood answered,—

(1.) The Public Service Board are not aware.

(2.} £200 per annum.

(8 and 4.) The Public Service Board inform my honorable colleague that in March last they
received an intimation from Mr, Mason, through the head of his Department, that be held the
position of organist at St. James' Church, and the Department was then informed that, other
organists being available, the Board did not approve of public servants holding these positions
except where they were of an honorary character, and they werc unable to make an exeeption in
Mr. Mason’s favour,

{6.) Employees at the Government Printing Office:—Mr. E. M. Clark asked the Colonial Trensurer,—

{7

8

¢l

»

(1) lsit a fact that a number of employees in the Government Printing Office, who are ¢lagsed
as temporary hands, have been for five to ten years employed continuously in the department ?
{2.) Will he take steps to place those who have been o employed for a period of five years or
over on the permanent staff where possible?

Sir William Lyne answered,—I will look into this matter and see what can be done.

.} Balmain and Five Dock Trams:—Mr, Hawthorne asked the Secretary for Public Works,—

{1.) Will he confer with the Railway Commissioners as fo the advisability of extending the Balmain
tram line from Weston Road on to Petersham railway station, ¢fa Leichhardt?

(2.) Wili he also call for areport as to an extension of the Five Dock tram from Ramsay Road
on to Ashfield railway station, so as to connect with the Enfield tram at that station ?

Mr. (’Sullivan answered,—The necessary inquiries will be made into these matters of the Railway
Commissioners, and, when reports shall have been received, a communication will be addrossed to
the Honorable Member.

.} Submitting Important Questions to Referendum Voles of the People —2Afr. Kidd, for Mr-
Waddell, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Is it the intention of the Governmentto introduce during
this Session a Bill to provide for submitting in certain cases important guestions to referendum
votes of the people, so that Parlinment will be assured of ihe people’s wishes before legislating on
guch matters? :

Sir William Lyne answered,—No, excepting it may be in specific cases.

.} Crown Lands Scrubbed and Ringbarked, Central District: — 2. Kidd, for Mr. Waddell, asked
the Secretary for Lands,—

{1.) What is the total area of Crown lands in the Central District which the Government has had
gerubbed and ringharked ?

(2.) How much of this land has been leased, and at what rentals? -
(3.) What interest will the {otal rentals pay on the total cost of serubbing and ringbarking the
land so leased ?

(4.) How much of the land so improved by the Government is still available for settlement, and
on what terms will it be offered, and when ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—

{1.) Total ares of Crown lands, 777,899 acres scrubbed and cleared in convection with West
Bogan scrub clearing operations.

(2.} 80,857 acres, at 125d. per acre per annum as improvement lease,

8756,  1.26d. ; .
68554  ,,  1'50d. N
10,921, 1674, i

2,323 k704, N .

105000 ,  175d. , i
78134'9 n 2'00(1. » 1!

3045 ,  203d. N

5030 2144, . N

2087 . 2204 .
35798 . 2:25d.
39877 ., 250d. i
10401 ., 3004, .

2511, 350d. . N

94dd 362 . .

2560, T 400d, . , N

435,722 acres, total arca under improvement lease, (3)
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(3.) Noarly 7 per cent. (6:9 per cont.} on the expenditure for wages exclusive of cost of supervision.
(4.) 842,177 ncres still available for leasing—195,219 ncres to be offered as improvement lease at
public auction at Nyngan on 30th July noxt, the upset annual rental varying from {d. to 24d. per
acre ; the balance of the cleared land, 146,958 acres, will be offered shortly.

0.) Salary of Teachers of small Country Schools :—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Minister of
Public Instruction,— -

(1.) TIs it not the practice of the Department of Public Instruction to reduce the salary of teachers
of small counéry schools when the aftendance thereat falle below the required numbers, even
though such falling off is due to circumstances over which they have no control ?

(2) In the case of teachers whose classification is above their schools, is it not a Ffact that such
teachers are merely paid the salary associated with such schools? :

(3.) How many 1A and 1B teachers are awaiting promotion to schools of the class to which they
are entitled?

Mr. Perry answered,—

(1.) It is not the practice, but 1s done in exceptional cases only.

(2) Yes.

(3) Teachers are not entitled to appointment to any particular class of school. Those who by
examination succeed in raising their classification render themselves eligible under the regulations
for promotion to higher class schools; but, as in other Departments of the Service, they must
awnit the occurrence of vacancies. At present there are fourteen 1A and sixty-seven 1B teachers
who will be appointed in their turn to positions corresponding with their classification as oppor-
tunity offers.

1.) Salary of Junior Clerks of the Public Service :—Mr. Nielsen asked the Attorney-General,—
(1) Are junior clerks, who have been admitted to the Public Service by competitive examination,
entitled to annual increments to their salaries?

(2.) If so, what amount of increment arc they entitled to receive after cach year of service?

(3.) Have all those who are entitled to these increments received them ?

(4.) If not, why not? -

Mr. Wood answered,— :

(1.} Yes, under the regulations which were republished in the Government Gazette of 28th June.
(2.) The commencing salary is :£50 per annum. The increment is £15 per annum up to £140 per
annum, and £10 per annum to £150, when they are required to pass a test examination to show
their fitucss to receive a higher salary.

(3.) No. :

(4) Before an officer can be granted an inerement under the regulations it is necessary that the
head of his Department should furnish a certificate to the Board that he has shown such attention
and aptitude for work as to warrant an increment being given, and, further, that the necessary
funds shall be provided by Parliament to enable the amount to be »aid. The sum of £14,000
voted by Parliatment last year covered not only payment of inerements to the officers of the lower
grades of the Clerieal Division, but also jncreases to the salaries of professional officers under
£300 per annum, and provision for the salaries of new clerks under £100 per annum. This sum
was not suflicient to enable incroments to be paid to all the officers in regard to whom favourable
certificates were given by the leads of the Departments, and consequently a number of cases
have had to stand over. The Public Service Board are now considering appeals from the officers
concerned, and as soon as they have dealt with these they intend to make a recommendation as to
the further increments they cansider should be granted, but before these can be paid, as already
pointed out, it will be necessary that further funds should be voted.

2.) Narrabri to Walgett Railway :—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial Sccretary,—

(1.)" On what date was the question of construeting a railway from Narrabri to Walgett referred
by this House last Session to the Public Works Committee ?

{2.) On what date was the inguiry begun, and on what date was it closed ?

(8.) On what date was the report of the Committee presented to this House?

(4) The total number of witnesses examined at the inquiry, and the average number at each
meeting ?

Mr. See answered,—

(1.) 12th December, 1899,

(2 and 3.) The inquiry was commenced on 25th April, but not continued after the 2Gth April until
the 18th May, when evidence was taken at Narrabri, Theinquiry will probably be closed this week.
(4.) The total number of witnesses examined is ninety-nine, all of whom but nine were examined
in the country. The average of this number, calculated on the number of sittings, is six or seven,
but at the sitlings in the ecountry, which generally occupied most of the day, and in one instance
until after 9 o’clock at night, the witnesses examined at one sitting ranged from five to fifteen.
Since the opening of this inquiry the Committee have also carried on their inquiries respecting
the proposed Railwaye from Wellington to Werris Creek and Grafton to Casino,qutension of the
Railway into the Cify of Sydney, Central Station and Administrative Offices, Devonshire-street,
and the Tuckian Flood Escape scheme; and dealt with their reports relating to the proposed
Tmprovements at Glebe Island, Wharfage—Woollomooloo Bay, Raslway from Gundagai to Tumut,
and Extension of the Railway into the City of Sydney.

3.) New Railway Station and Administrative Offices :—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) On whati date was the question of crecting a new railway station and administrative offices
referred by thiz House last Session to the Public Works Comumittee ?

(2.) On what date was the inquiry begun, and on what date was it closed ?

(3.) On what date was the report of the Committee presented o this House ?

(4.) The total number of witnesses examined at the inquiry, and the average number at each
meeting ? Mr.
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Mr. See answered,—

(1.) 7th December, 1899,

(2.) The inquiry was épened on 21st April, and closed on Gth June, 1500.

(8.) The Comuiittes’s report will be presented to the House within the next few days.

(4. The witnesses cxzamined, whose evidence will appear with the Commitiee’s report in this
inquiry, number three ; but evidence relating to the proposed work was taken, to a large extent, in
the inquiry respecting the Bxtension of the Railway into the City of Sydney.

(14.) Blue Book relating to Federation of the Australian Colonies :—Mr. Brunker,for Mr Carruthers,
asked the Colomal Treasurer,— )
(1.) Has he received a copy of the Blue Book laid upon the Table of the Imperial Parliament, and
containing papers, despatches, &c., relating to Federation of the Australian Colonies ?
(2) Is he aware that this Blue Book has been laid upon the Table of the Victorian Houses of
Parliament by the Premier of Victoria an the 27th of June Jast ?
(8.) Did he have in hia possession a copy of that Blue Book when the subject of the amendments
0 elause 74 were under consideration in this House ? '
(4.) In view of the very important matter contained in that Blue Book (a copy of which is now
in the Library of Parliament amongst the Victorian Parlismentary reports), will he lay the same
upon the Table of this House ?

8ir William Lyne answered,—

(1) Yes; through the Ageni-General for this Colony.

(2.) I am not aware. ‘

(3.) The Agent-General's letter advising the despatch of the Blue Book was only received at the
Treasury on 21st June, the date the amendments weremnder discussion in this House, but not
seén by me until afterwards,

(4} Yes.

(157) Rifle Range and Volunteer Company, Forbes:—afr. Afffeck, for Mr. Reymond, asked the
Colenial Secretary,— :

=~ (1) Have any stops been taken to get the rifle range at Forbes ready ?

© (2.) Has the application of a number of TForbes residents for the formation of a Volunteer
Company at that place been dealf with? : :

Mr. See answered,—

(L) Yes, the land has been resumed.

(2.) At present under the consideration of the Government with similar applications. There are
about 120 applications, numbering something like 10,500 volunteers,

{16.) Inmspection of Harbour Works of the United Kingdom and America:—2Afr. Nobbs, for
Mr. Hawthorne, asked the Seeretary for Public Works,—
{1} Is he aware that his predecessor in office sent Mr. Fischer, of the Tramway Construction
Branch, to America and other parts of the world to study and inspect the latest developments in
the electric tram system before he proceeded with the George-sirect fram construction ?
{2) In view of the very large expenditure likely te be incurred in the consiruction of new
wharfs and the approaches thereto, will he adopt a similar course to that indieated in the above
Question by sending an experienced officer from the Harbours and Rivers Branch of his Iepart-
ment to visib all the largest recently-comstructed harbour works of the United Kingdom and
America?
Mr. O’Sullivan answered,— .
(1.) T understand that Mr. Fischer was dispatched to America for such a purpose.
(2.) I cannot make any definite promise until I shall have further considered this matter.

2. Liquor Act:—The following Petitions,—praying for the amendment of the Liquor Act, s0 as to
})rovide, firstly, for a reduction of the hours of sale in public-houses and places held by wine
icensees, and, secondly, to ensure more effective Sunday ¢losing,—woere presented by the Members
named :—

(1.) By Mr. McGowen--From members and adherents of the Redfern Congregational Church.
(2.) By Mr. Arthur Griffith-——From certain residents of Lambton.

(8.) By Mr, Arthur Griffith—From certain residents of Waratah.

Petittons received.

3. Frsnemizs Acr:—DMr Norton presented three Petitions, from certain licensed fishermen and oyster-
men of North Sydney, Watson's Bay, and Ulladnlla, stating that the law under which Petitioners
pursue their ealling is unsatisfactory on various grounds in the Petitions set forth; and praying
the House to take the earliest opportunity to pass into law an amended Fisheries Bill on the lines
of that introduced in a former Session,

Petitions received.

4. ComMurTEE of Erucrioxs avp Quarirrcations {Election Petition—Taylor v. Smith—Canterbury):—
(1.) Mr. Wright, as Chairman, brought up the Report from, and laid upon the Table the Minutes of
Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before the Committee of Elections and Qualifications, to whom
was referred, on 10th July, 1900, the Petition of Thomas Whitford Taylor, Esquire, against the
return of the Honorable Sydney Smith, as Member for the Electoral Distriet of Canterbury.
And the said report was read at length by the Clerk, by direction of Mx. Speaker, as follows :—
“ The Committee of Elections and Qualifications, duly appointed on the 14th June, 1200, to
“ whom was referred on the 10th July, 1900, 2 Petition from Thomas Whiiford Taylor, Esquire,
“ against the rcturn of the Honorable Syduey Smith, as Member for the Electoral District of
“ Canterbury,—have determined and do hereby declare :—
“ 1. That the Election for the Eleetoral Distriet of Canterbury is wholly void in consequence
“ of certain irregularities at the Strathfield polling booth.
1
2.
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« 2. That the irregularities in the conduct of the Flection were caused by an error of
“ judgment on the part of the Deputy Returning Officer at Strathfield. .
“ 3. That the Committee make no award as to costs. :
“F. A WRIGHT,
“ No. 3 Committee Room, *“ Chairman.
« Legislative Assembly, 16th July, 1900.” :

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

(2.) Mr. Wright moved, That the Commiltec of Elections and Qualifications have leave to adjourn
sine die, the matter reforred to them having been disposed of.
Question put and passed.

Mr. Speaker stated that, under the authority of the Report of the Committee of - Elections and
Qualifications, just read, a new Writ would issue. :

5. ParriavEsTARY Stavpive CouyiTree ox Posric Wonks:—Mr., Dick, in accordance with the

rovisions of the Public Works Act, laid upon the Table,—Report, together with Minutes of

Evidence and Appendix,relating to the propozed Extension of the Railway into the City of Sydney.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

6. Woumanmoon Surrraek :—Mr. Rose moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(1) That, in the opinion of this House, the francbise should not be imposed upon the women of
New South Wales until a majority of adult females voting at a referendum have approved of
womanhood suffrage.
(2.) That the above resolution be communicated by Address to His Excellency the Governer.
"Debate ensued. . .
Question put.
The House divided.

Ayes, 10. Noes, 47.
Mr. Crick, Mr. Hawthorae, - Mr, Nielsen, Mr. Terry,
Mr, Hassall, Mr. Brunker, Mr. Byrne, Mr. Spruson,
Mr. O'Conor, Mr. Cook, Mr, Nicholson, Mr. Wateon,
Mr. Porry, Mr. Meagher, My, Andereon, Myr. O’Connor,
Mr, Waddell, : Mr, J. H. Young, My. Newman, Mr. Edden,
Mr. Barnes, Mr. Lees, My, Samuel Smith, Mr. McGowen,
Mr. Henry Clarke, Mr. Cohen, Sir Willinm Lyue, Mr. Arthur Griflith,
Mr. Neleon. Mr. J. O. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr. W, W. Young, Mr. Spence,
o Tellers Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Cotton,
' Mr. Law, Mr. Wood, Mr. Holman,
Ar. Hurley, Mr. Fegan, Mr. Cruickshask, My, Bennelt.
Mr. Rose. Mr.” Dick, Mr. Wilson, C
Mr. Ashton, Mr. Cann, welers,
Dr. Graham, Mr, Kidd, Mr. Ferguson,
Mr. Jessep, Mr. Moore, - Mr. Thomns.
Mr. Millard, Mr. Price,
Mr. Watkins, Mr, Sce,

And so it passed in the negafive.

7. (GHTERNOR'S SALARY AND ALLoWaNCES:—The following Message from His Excellency the Governor
was delivered by Sir William Lyne, and read by Mr. Speaker :— )

BEAUCHAMP, Message No. 47,
Governor. :

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th scction of the Constitution Act,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requsite expenses in connection with 4 Bill to provide for the salary
and allowances of the Governor of New South Whales, and certain members of his staff, and for
purposes connected therewith or incidental thereto.

Government House,
Sydney, 17¢th July, 1900. :

Ordered to be referred to the Committee o_f the Wheole on the Bill.

8. Resuarrroxs ror Mmare Towss i—Mr. Watkins moved, pursuant to Notice, That in the opinion
of this Honse,—
(1) Where any mine is developed upon private property employing mot less than 100 men,
and the owners of such property refuse to sell residential lots at market rates, the Government
should resume & surface area, the same to be resold in lots switable for town purposes.
(2.) The Government should obtain a report concerning the exizting leasehold towns where mining
is being carried on, with a view to resumng the land, the same to be resold intown lots. Present
residents on residential lots to have the first right of purchase.
Debate ensued.
Notice was taken that there was not a Quorum present.
Mr. Speaker counted the House, and there being only seventeen Members present, exclusive of
Mr. Speaker,—namely, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Brunker, Mr. Cann, Mr. Cook, Mr. Crick, Mr. Edden,
Mr. Fegan, Mr. Arthur Griffith, Mr. Holman, Mr, Law, Mr. Moore, Mr. Nielgen, Mr. O’Connor,
Mr. Samuel Smith, Mr. Spence, Mr. Spruson, and Mr. Watking,—

Mr. Speaker adjourned the House, at tweniy minutes after Eleven o'clock, until To-morrow at
Tour o'clock. .

F. W. WEBB, . WILLIAM McCOURT,
Olerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.
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FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

WEDNESDAY, 18 JULY, 1900.

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.
QUESTIONS ;:—

(1.) Meteorological Conditions in New South Wales:—Dr. Ross asked the Minister of Public
Instruction,— ‘
(1) Will he obtain from Mr. Russell, M.A., Government Astronomer and Meteorologist, a report
on the recent cold weather and phenomenal fall of snow that occurred all over the Colony, and the
probable eause of the same compared with the previous prolonged and disastrous droughts through
which the Colony of late years has passed ?
(2.) If similar cold weather and an unprecedented fall of snow has ever previously been experienced
in these Colonies; if so, when, and to what extent?
(8.) Is there any likelihood (meteorologically or otherwise) of similar cold and phenomenal fall of
snow likely to oceur iu the-future; if so, from what cause or probable canses are such atmospherie
perturbations likely to oeccur; and, if o, arc there any means or known meteorolegical laws by
which their advent may be accurately or approximately foretold ¢

Mr. Perry answered,—The Government Astronomer has furnished a report upon this matter, which
I will Iny upon the Table of the House. )

(2.) Corotaker at the Metallurgical Works, Clyde:—Afr. Dacey, for Mr. E. M. Clark, asked the
Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) Was a man named White employed lately as caretaker at the Metallurgical Works, Clyde;
and for how long ?
(2.) Have his services been lately dispensed with ; and, if so, for what reason ?
(3.) Has another man been appointed in his place ; and, if so, for how long ?
(4.) Did his duties as labourer and earotaker compel him to remain at his work for 1574 hours
er week ; and what ealary was paid to him ?
(5.) Ta it a fact that during the time he was employed he was permitted only, on one public
holiday, seven hours off duty ?
{6.) Was it understood when he engaged that only in exceptional cireumstances he would be
employed other than at night duty ?
(7.) Has he applied for remuneration for holidays or for re-employment in another eapacity, and
been refused ; if 8o, why P
(8.) 'Will the Minister, having consideration to all the circumstances of the arduous duties and
long hours worked by this man, favourably consider the question of remuneration or his -
re-employment ?
Mr. Perry answered,—
(1.) Yes, for about two and a half years.
(2.) Yes, consequent upon the closing of the works. ’
(31;) When the works were closed the best qualified man was retained. No new man has been
taken on.
E%g II\\TTo; he was paid £3 5s. 6d. per week for duties of a very light nature.
5.) No.
(6.) No.
(7.) Yes; but the reports received show that since October last he was allowed off duty every
EtBV;d%f:sday, as well as on Saturday mornings, in lieu of holidays worked. :
.} Yes.

(3
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(8.) Crown Lands in the Central Division :—Mr. Byrne asked the Secretary for Lands,—In view of
the fact that a large number of wmen are waiting to take up selections of land in the Central
Division, will he say when land for selection will be-thrown open; when does he intend to bring in
the Bill promised at the close of the last Session to deal with travelling stock routes ?

Mer. Hassall answered,—Before the Central Division leases cxpired instructions were issued to the
District Surveyors for reports as to the disposal of the areas that would be available, and for
designs for subdivision where necessary. Designs have already been approved for the subdivision
of about 1,750,000 acres within the leasehold areas, the pastoral leases of which expired or expire
during the carrent year. Survey of part of this area bas been completed, and action is now in
progress for setting apart this land as soon as possible. Areas will be, from time to time, made
avatlable for settlement purposes, on receipt of plans and reports from the District Surveyora,
Arrangements ave being made at the present time to gazebte such blocks as are actually ready,
comprising about 43,000 acres. In some instances blocks are withheld until a larger area in the
distriet is ready, as it is thought preferable to make a fairly large area available at the one time
than several smaller areas at different times. The question as to the Bill to deal with travelling
stock reserves is under considerationin the Department of Mines and Agriculture,

(4.) Long-service Pay :—Mr. Byrne asked the Colonial Secretary,—Will he bring in a short Bill to
instifute the system of long-service pay, such as is in force in some of the other Colonies?

Mr. See answered,—If the Honorable Member will be so good as-to state to what service his
Question refers, it will enable me to furnish an answer.

(5.} Alleged Curo for Bubonic Plague :—Dr, Ross nasked the Coloninl Treasurer,—
(1.) Has hiy attention been directed to a recent alleged discovery that has been made in Adelaide
to the effect that swallowing the serum or prophylactic of plague conferred immunity on the
persons who had swallowed i?
{2.) Will he obtain from the Board of Health a report as to the therapeutic value or etherwise of
this alleped digcovery and eure for plagne ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—Yes. Nothing new has been mentioned in the daily papers; the
. plan has been experimentally tried, and has yielded unsatisfactory results. I have obtained this
answer from the Board of Llealth.

(6.) Bubonic Plague at the Coast Hospital :—Dr., Ross asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Has his ajtention been directed to an exiraordinary report appearing in the Herald of the
14th instant, to the effect that “Two cases of bubonic plague were discovered at the Coast Hospital
“ after having been confined in that institution for over five or six weeks before the existence or
“ nature of the disease was discovered or diagnosed ' ?
(2.) If the nature of the disease in these two invalids was not detected #ill after the end of five or
six wecks' confinement, what disease or diseases were they being treated for or suffering from
during this pericd of their confinement in the Coast Hospital ?
(3.) Who is answerable for sueh mistakes and violation of the law in nob reporting these eases in
the usual manner; and do the Government intend to take any action to have the guilty parties
punished, as was done on former occasions during the outbreak of small-pox 7
(4) Will he obtain from the Board of Health a report explaining how the oxistence of bubonic
plague was not discovered in these two inmates until after both had become convalescent ?
(5.) What was the reason that, after having become convalescent there, it was found necessary to
send fhem to the Quasantine Station ?
(6.) When it was subsequently discovered that they had recovered from an attack of bubonie
plague, upon what ground or symploms was the diagnosis made ; and why were the contacts in the
Coast Mospital not placed in Quarantine as was done in preceding cases that eccurred in the city ?
(7.} The cases, it is alleged, were of a mild type; if so, how long usually does it take to recover
from an ordinary attack of bubonic plague ?

Sir Willimn Lyne answered,—The cases adverted to were not confined in the Coast Hospital for
over five or six weecks, but were observed as soon as they were received, nnd they were transmitted
to the proper isolation hospital at once,

(7.) Diseases in Stock killed in New South Wales and Vietoria:—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for
Mines,— :
(1) Has his atiention been dirceted fo a return lately published in Victoria to the effect that
4 per cent. of the cattle killed at the abattoirs in that Colony are condemned as suffering from
tuberculosis ?
(2.) What,is the percentage of cattle slaughtered in New South Wales and condemned as suflering
from fhis diseasc? )
I(3.) Can he assign any reason for the rapid increase and spread of this disease in this Colony of
ate years ? :
(4.} }W'il] he obtain 2 report from the Board of Health as to whether the system of inoculation
that has hitherto been earried on wholesale throughout the Colony for the eure of anthrax, plearo-
pneumonia, and tuberculosis, &c., hus not only been the means of fostering thesc diseases in our
flocks and herds, but has actually propagated these dizenses?

Mr. Fegan answered,—
(1.} Yes.
(2.) The percentage of the cattle slanghtered at Glebe Taland, and condemned for tuberculosis,
during 1899, was just 3 per ceat. ; in 1898 it was 3'9 per cent. Full information for the whole of
the Colony is not available.
(3.) 1t is not thought that the disease is increasing. DMore careful inspeetion has, since 180G, led
to a greater percentage of condemnation than before.

. ()
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(4.} The President of the Board of Health informs me that inoculation as a protection against
anthrax is almost confined to sheep, which hardly ever suffer from tuberculosis; that inoculation
for the cure of tuberculosis has mever been used in the case of cattle ; and that it is extremely
probable that inoculation of pleuro-pneumonia virus has been and is a means of spreading tuber-
culosis. In a report presented to Parliament during 1897 he suggested that it might be illegal to
take this vires from any beast not first ascertained to be free from tuberculosis, by way of warning.
It would not be possible to secure general observance of such an enactment.

(8.) Tolice Superannuation Fund :—Afr. Neild, for Mr. Nobbs, asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) Do the Government intend to bring in a Bill to regulate the Police Superannuation Fund
during the present Session ?
{2.) If not, when do they intend to bring in such a Bill ?
(3.) How many men arc there in the Police l'orce of the Colony over 60 years of age, and due
for pension, and are not allowed fo retire P
(4.) Did the members of the Police Force who joined during the last eighteen years consent to the
deduction of the additional one per cent. from their wages ? .
(5.) What deduction (if any) from their wages have members of the Police Force consented to,
and have they signed any document or writing to that effest?
(6.) How many men are there in the Police Torce who have served thirty years and over ?

Mr. See answered,—

(1 and 2.) This matter is under consideration,

(3.) Thirty-sceven.

(4 and 5.) Thirly-two years ago all officers and men serving, and all police appointed since,
consented in writing to the contribution of 3 per cent. instead of 2 per cent. as fixed by the Act.
(6.) One hundred and thirteen.

(9.) George-street Electric Trams :(—Mr, Dacey, for Mr. B. M. Clark, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) Harve there been numerous complaints in regard te the want of time given to passengers to
alight and enter trams in George-street ?

(2.) Have any accidents been reported as a result of same ; and, if 8o, how many ?
(3.) Will the Railway Commissioners take steps to prevent complaints and accidents by allowing
sufficient tife for passengers to alight from and enter trams ?

Sir William Lyno angwered,—The Railway Commissioners furnish the following replies :—

(1.) No.

(2.) A number of accidents have occurred owing to pnssengers attempting to enter or leave trams
in motion; but investigation shows that almost without exeeption the accidents are due to want of
care on the part of the travelling public.

(3.) Every precaution is taken. The staff are specially enjoined to exercise care in this respect.

(10.) Case of James Irwin:—Mr, Dacey, for Mr. E. M. Clark, asked the Minister of Justice,—Hag
a Petition been reeeived by lim asking for an inquiry by Royal Commission or otherwise into
the alleged maladministration of justice in the case of James Trwin, who was convicted for
conspiracy in 1893 ; and, if:so, does he intend to comply with the prayer of the Petition ?

Mr. Wood answered,—Since 1886 James Erwin has been writing letters to the Department of
Justice respecting a decree of the Equity Court made in 1885 in favour of the plaintiffs, in a case
Lyons and Farrelly v. Erwin. In April and September, 1887, as the result of inquiries which had
been made, he was informed that the Department could not interfere in the case, which had been
decided by a final decrec of the Equity Court, and in November, 1887, he was told that it would
be uscless for him to address the Department any further on the subject. He has, however,
continued to write many rambling and incohorent letters. In 1890 he was convicted of making a
false statement on oath, and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment, and in June, 1893, he was
convicted of conspiracy, nnd sentenced to twe and a half years' imprisonment. Potitions were
presented by him in 1893 and 1899, praying for an inquiry under the 883rd section of the
Criminal Law Amendment Aet, but they were both refused. Another petition was presented by
him to lis Excellency the Governor in December last, asking for the appointinent of a Royal
Commission to inquire into his case, but no action has been taken regarding it.

(11.) No. 3 Jetty, Cireular Quay:—HMr, Neild, for Mr. Dugald Thomson, asked the Colonis’
Treasurer,—
(1) Isthe public use of No. 3 Jetty, Circular Quay, to be discontinued ?
(2.) If 50, what other jetty at the Quay is to be devoted to the use of the public P
(3.) What annual revenue has No. 3 Jetty yielded as a public jetty ; and what is it anticipated is
will yield if Jeased as a private jetty ?
(4.) Have all the ferries removed from the quarantined area to Cirenlar Quay returned to Darling
Harbour; if not, which remain, and when will they return to_their old wharfs?

Sir William Lyne answered,—

(1.) No; not before the new jetties at Fort Macquarie have been constructed and the electric
tram.line extended thereto,

(2.) Answered by No. 1. _

(3.) The annual revenue from Wo. 3 Jetty, as a public jetty, is about £500, and the rental
anticipated o be received from it if leased to a company is £600 per annum.

(4.) Al the ferry companies removed from the quarantined aren to Circular Quay have returned
to their own wharfs, with the exception of the Hunter’s Hill and Tane Cove Ferry, and this ferry
will return to its own whart shortly.

(12.) Trrigation and Water Conservation Works:—Mr. Waddell asked the Secretary for Public
Works,—Referring to his statoment in the Assembly, on 12th July, that he would shortly put in
hand certain works for irrigation and water conservation purposes, will he state the localities where
the principal of these works will be carried out, also the nature of the works respectively ? A

r,
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Mr. O’Sullivan answered,—I have alrcady given instruetions for eutting a channel from the
Edwards River to the Wakool River. This work will benefit about 250 miles of frontage to rivers
and creeks ; and alvo for a entting from Macquarie River to Belaringar Creek, This work will
henefit about 120 miles of the creeks. Both works have been inguired iuto by the Tocal Land
Boards, and approved of. A number of other works are being got ready, and will be approved as
Foon as posgible.  In addition, a large number of smaller works are eing prepared by the Roads
Branch in various lecalities in cach of the three divisions. The works will consist of cuttings
between rivers, weirs over rivers, locking in of luke waters, utilization of billabongs and ana.
branches, and dams, eauseways, &c.

(13.) Exécutive Functions of Governor-General and Ministers ontside New South Wales :—DMr.
Waddell asked ihe Colorial T'reasurer,—
{1.) Has he obtained an opinion yet from the Altorney-General as to the legality of the Governor-
General and his Ministers at any fime discharging their exceutive functions oulside New Scuth
Wales ?
(2.) Will he endeavour to obtain the opinion of Sir Samuel Griffith on this point ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—

(1.) Ko, I have not obtained the opinion of the Honcerable the Atlorney-General, who is at
resent absent. I am informed on good Jegal anthority—if it be desired by Honorable Members

E will Iay the opinion of the authority to which I refer upon the Tuble—that the Seat of Govern-

ment according to the Act murt bein New South YWales ; but certain Executive acls will necessarily

be performed outside the Colony during the period Parliament is sitting in Melbourne.

(2.) No; I do uot think there is any occasion to do so at present.

(14.) Education of Children:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Minister of Public Instruction,—-
(1.) Has his attention been directed to the fact that last year’s returns show that 61,305 children,
or more than one-sixth of the whole juvenile populalion between the ages of 6 and 14, were not
enjoying the benefits of any system of education ?

(2.) Are there no means whereby this condition of things may be rtemedied ; and,'if not, will he
introduce legislation of a eharacter calculated {o effeet the requisite change P :
(3.) Is he aware of the circumstance that there are scattercd throughout the Colony a number of
unelassified private academies and schools in which no record is kept of the pupils who attend, and
who are not subject to any system whatever of examination through the medium of which the
efficiency of their teachers may be proven ?

(4.) In order to remedy this state of affairs, will he take such steps as will afford the public and
parents an opportunity of learning on what lines these private establishinents are conducted ?

Mr. Perry answered,—

(1 and 2.) Noj; itis not a fact. The Department’s report for 1899 shows that there are 61,305
children between the ages of 4 and 15 years who receive instruction at hewe, have com-
pleted their education, or are untaught. The nnumber of children between 6 and 14 years of age
who do not attend either public or private schools is estimated to be 6,90k, or 27 of the statutory
school population of the Colony. .

(3.) Yes.

(4.) The matter is now engaging my attention.

(15.) Services of the Naval Brigade in China:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpairick asked the Colounial
Treasurer,—
(L.} Has his attention been directed to the following extract from a Press interview with Captain
Hixson, of the Naval Brigade, én »¢ the matter of securing volunteors for service in China :—
“ ¢ Can you give any reazon for the poor response, captain ?” ¢ No; except, perhaps, that the men
“‘did not think the pay suflicient, in view of the fact that they were only offered 5s. a day, while
# ¢ those recepted from Victoria were to receive 7s. 6d." P
(2.) Ts it also within his knowledge that Captain Hixson has stated that ihe offer of 200 Naval
Brigade men for China was made 1n the first instance “ by a fow agitators without any anthority ” ?
8ir William Lyne answered,—
(1.) I do not think the question of pay has unduly influcneed the men, The rate of pay mentioned
was suggested by Capiain Hixson, and is similar to that of the Imperial Bushmen in South Afriea.
(2.} 1 do not know what Captain Hirson means by “ a few agitators without any authority,” if he
made the statement, The first move in the matter was made in connection with H.M.8. « Burepa,”
which, it was understeod, was going to China, and short of men, and scive of the Naval Brigade
were desirous of serving on board as men-of-war’s men. This offer was, however, declined by the
Admiralty, as all ships were fully manmed ; but it was intimated at the same time that, if the men
were prepared 1o serve as a Naval Brignde with the expedition for the protection of British lifo
and property, they could render imvaluable service. This altered the malter completely. I
consulted with the Commanding Officer, and from his statements to me 1 eabled that the Brigade
would be willing to take such servieo, but it scems that they only wished to serve as men-of-war's
men.

(LG.) The Public Works Commitiee :—DMr. Norton asked the Colonial Seeretary,—
(1) How many days have been occupied by the Public Works Committee, wholly and partly, in
considering their report on the proposed railway extension into the city ? '
(2.) The total sum payable to the members of the Committee in respeet of such meetings?
Mr. Seo answered,— -
(1.) Three sittings and a fow minutes of a1 fourth were occupied in the consideration of the report
it being submitted at the first sitting to a general discussion, and the various clauses dealt with at
the subseqnent sittings.

(2.) The fees, including all expenses to members of the Committee, payable in connection with the
.. three sittings, amount to £45 3s.
(17.)

GIf:

P B
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(17.) Payments to Members of the Fublic Works Committes :—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial
Treasurer,— .
(L) Have the officials at the Treasury yet aseertained how much of the public revenuc has been
paid to erch member of the Public Works Committee now in office ?
(2.) If so, will he kindly state the sum paid in each case, so that the information may appear in
the Votes and Proceedings of this Housc?

Bir William Lyne answered,—A return giving the required information will be laid upon the
Table to-day. '

(18.) Inquiry by Public Works Committee on Flood Escape Scheme at the Tuckian Swamp :—Mr.
Norton asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.} On what date was the question of earrying out a Flood Escape Scheme at the Tuckian Swamp
referred by this House last Session to the Public Works Commitice ?
(2.) On what date was the inquiry begun; and on what date is it likely to be closed P
(3.) How many persons have been examined at this inquiry, and how many per meeting ?
(4.) The estimated cost of carrying out this scheme ?
(5.) The reason for the prolongation of the inquiry’?

Afr. O'Sullivan answered,—

(1.} 23cd November, 1899,

(2.) The inquiry was opened in Sydney on 21st Fobruary, and on the 24th a Sectional Committee
left Sydney to inspect the site of the proposed works, and to take local evidence, In Sydney the
inquiry was resumed on Sth June, and continued at intervals until the 17th instant, when the
evidence closed.

(3.) The total number of witnesses iz forty-three, of whom thirty.six were cxamined in the
country. The number examined at each sitting ranged in Sydney, where all the witnesses but one
were either Government officials or Members of Parhiament for the district, from one to two, and:
in the country from one to ten.

(4.) Six schemes were proposed, the estimated cost of which respectively is £77,300, £80,700,
£34,500, £37,800, £46,500, and £23,700,

(5.) It1s not possible, withont greatly delaying the inguiries relating to other proposale, to carry
outb an inguiry respecting any one proposed work confinuously from atart to finish, and in the case
of the Tuckian Flood Eseape Scheme there are points of peculiar importance touching navigation
and riparian rights which it has been necessary to very carefully consider.

(19.) Dismissal of Officer from Training Ship *Sobraon” :—Mr. Norton asked the Minister of
Public Instruction,— )
(1) If he is aware that an officer employed on the training ship “ Sobraon” has recently been
dismissed for conveying a small piece of butiter to two boys who had been confined in tho -punish-
ment cells for some days on a diet of dry bread and water? .
(2.) If so, will he call for a report, and lay same upon the Table of this House, setting forth all
the circumstances of the ease P , :

Mr, Perry answered,—
(1.} 1 am not aware, o
(2.) 1 have called for a full report upon the matter, which will be Inid upon the Table to-morrow.

(20.) Case of B. O’Gallagher respecting Mineral Leaso:~~Mr. Norton asked the Secretary for
Mines,— ,
(1.} Is he aware that one B. O'Gallagher, of Newcastle, deposited with the Department, in- the
vear 1874, a sum of £50 to acquire a mineral lease over an aren of laznd on Turd’s run, in the
New LEngland Distriet; that this ares was not available, and O'Gallagher subsequently marked
oul a picce of ground at Bishop's Bridge, in the Maitland District ? :
(2.) If so aware, is he also acquainted with the fact that Mr.-0'Gallagher was unable to obtain
from the Government a recognition of his title to this land, or the refund of-his deposit of £50?
(3.) In view of these circumstances, will he atate upon what grounds Mr. O’Gal{a.gher has been
persistently refused either recognition of his elaim to the land in question, or a refund of the sum
of £50 received from him =o far back as 1874 ¢

Mr. Fegan answered,— ' T
(1) Mr. O'Gallagher was one of a party who took out authorities to sclect land for mining
purpases about twenty-nine yenrs ago in terms of the Crown Lands Qccupation Act, 1861, in
pursuance of which they applied for five areas of 40 acres each on Jurd Bros.’ land, New Fngland
District. £50 was deposited as firsb year's vent.  Aws these areas were not available, the period of
the authority was extended from time fo time; when the Mining Act of 1874 came into operation
the parties were allowed to seloct land in lieu of that formerly applied for. Instead of applying
to seloct land for mining purposes, Mr. O’Gallagher wanted to take up o free selection, but, as the
money paid could not be so used, O’Gallagher decided to select an area for mining purpuses near
Maitland, and, although advised as to procedure, he did not lodge an application for a lense. Every
opportunity and assistance were given to the party to secure land ia satisfaction of their authorities
to select. All the officers connected with the transaction are now cither deceased or have left the
Service, but eareful search through the records shows that the party failed to make :any title to
Crown land in satisfaction of these authorities after the first selection was found to be invalid.
(2 and 3.) Applications for refund have been refused by successive *Ministers, because the’ party
did not avail themselves of the right given to them to take up other land. The matter was held
over for them to do this for three or four years. Under-any circumstances the refund could: not
be made to Mr. (’Gallagher as the money was paid by a party of five other men besides hhr::self'j
- 21
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(21) Conference of Premiers respecting Commonwealth Bill:--Mr, Norton asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—
(1.) Was a Conference of Prime Ministers held in Sydney in January last, and in Melbourne in
April last, on the subject of amending the Commonwealth Bill and other important questions ?
{2.) If so, when does he intend to lay the reports of sucl Conferences upon the Table of this
House ?
(3.) Is he aware that the jnstructions issued to Mr. Parker, Q.C., by the Government of Western
Australia, were laid before the local Parliament as soon as it reassembled in May last, and published
for general information ?
{4.) Why have not the instructions issued to Mr. Barton, Q.C., by the Government of New South
‘Wales, vet been presented to this House, and published for general information ?
(5.) Isheawareihat all the eablegrams dispatehed at public expense to and from Mr. Kingeton, Q.C.,
at Westminster, on the subject of amending the Commonwealth Bill, have been laid by the Prime
Minister of South Australin before the House of Assembly, and printed for general information ?
{6.) Why have not all the eablegrams sent to and from Mr. Barton at public expense yet been
laid before this House ?
{7.) When does he expect to be in a position to lay before this House, in accord with his promise
of 19th June, a copy of all the communications which have pasced since June, 1898, on the
Commonwealth Bill, between the Government of New South Wales and the Governments of
Australian Colonies and of Great Britain and Mr. Barton?
Sir Wiiliam Lyne answered,—

“ (1) Yes.

(2.) To-day.
(3.) No.
(4.) They were published in the Press, and are embodied in the report of the proceedings of ibo
Premiers’ Conference, Sydney.
(5.) No; I can hardly think that all telegrams have been made public.
(6.) Because I do not feel justified in making public eommunications which have been marled
* confidential "’ by the sender.
(7.) T am waiting detailed information by mail.

{22.) Chief Secretary :—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial Sceretary,— -
(1.) Ia the use of the designation  Chief Secretary * by the Colonial Secretary for the time being
sanctioned by any law ? '
(2.) If not, will he consider the propriety of discouraging the use of the designation, especially
in publie Bills submitted to either Houee, until the title of his ministerial office has been so altered
in a constitutional way P .
Mr. See answered,—

(1.) No legal or official sanction can be given without an amendment of the Constitution Ack.
(2.} Yes.

(28.) Tlood-waters from Goulburn:—Mr, Morgan asked the Secretary for Public Works,—Will
he eall for and have a report made by an engineer as to the feasibility and probable course of
diverting flood.waters from Goulburn and above Camden into the sea by way of George’s River,
and thus prevent such flood-waters from increasing to so disastrous an extent, as has been done
lately, by the swollen rivers in the Nepean and Hawkesbury valleys ?

Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—Yes, as soon as an officer can be spared.

(24.) Richmond Bridge:—Mr. Morgan asked the Secretary for Public Works,—In view of the carrying
away of portion of the Richmond Bridge by recent flood, will he expedite the erection at once of
the high-level bridge promised by him on the 2nd December, 1899 ? '

Mr. O'Snllivan answered,—I am now arranging to refer the proposal to the Parliamentary Standing

gommittee on Public Works, this being the first step necessary to carry out any work costing over
20,000.

(25.) Commission respecting Crown Lands in the Western District:—Sir Joseph Abbott asked the
Secretary for Lands—Will he lay upon the Table of the Iousc a copy of the Commission in
reference to the Crown Jands in the west ?

Mr. Hassall answered,—Yes, when the Commission is issued.

-

2. Cram or Mu. J. L. DavipsoN, Pappixarox :—Mr. Neild presented a Petition from J, L. Davidson,
of 9, Castlereagh-street, Sydney, stating that a Select Commitiee had been appointed by the House
to inquire into and report upon the claim of Mr. J. L. Davidson, Paddington ; and praying to be
represented by counsel or attorney, or in person, before the said Committee, with the right to call

witnesses and adduce evidence, and to examine and cross-examine all witnesses that may give
evidence.

Petition received.
Ordered to be referred to the Select Committee.

3. Eamuy Crosixe Acr AswmypMesT Binn:—Mr. Reid presented two Petitions from certain shop-
keepers and tradespeople and members of the Sydney and Suburban Reform League of the City
of Sydney and the adjacent Municipalities, representing that they were in accord with the objects
of the Early Closing Aet so far as regards the limitation of working hours of shop employees ;
that the compulsory closing of their shops at the hours fixed by law is an infringement of their
righte as British subjects, and an interference with their liberties of action in carrying on their
business; and praying that the House will inzert in the Early Closing Act Amendnent Bill such
amendments and modifications as will affect the desired relief.

At the request of Mr. Norton the Petition, first precented, was read by the Clerk, by direction of
Mr. Speaker.

Petitions received. 4.
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4. IvenrtaTes Birnn:—Dr. Graham presented a Pelition from Elizabeth Renwick, Vice-President,
presiding at a meefing of the executive of the National Council of Women held on tha 27th
June, 1900, praying that the Inebriates Bill as passed by the Council and sent to the Legislative
Assembly for concurrence may be passed into law ag early as practicable,

Petition received.

5. Syoney Ilarpovnm Trust Biir:—S8ir William Lyne, pursuant to leave granted on 11th July, 1900,
presented a Bill, intituled * A Bl to make beiter provision for and in connection with the manage-
ment of the port of Sydney; to establish and appont the Sydney Harbour Trust Commissioners;
fo confer on such Commissioners cortain powers tn relation fo such port, ineluding, ameng ofher
powers. the power to levy and collect cortain folls, dues, rates, rents, and charges, and lo purchase
and resume lands; to vest cerfain property in the said Commissioners; and for purposes incidenial
o or consequent on those objects,”"—which was read a first time,

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time To-morraw.

6, ParrRs:—
Mr. Hassall laid npon the ‘Fable,—

(1.) Copies of Gazette Notices setting forth the mode in which it is proposed to deal with the
Dedication of certain Lands, in accordance with the provisions of the 105th section of the Act
48 Viectoria No. 18, and section 7, Public Trusts Act, 1897,
(2.) Abstract of Sites for Cities, Towns, and Villages, declared under the 4th and 101st sections of
the Act 48 Victoria No. 18.
(3.) Abstract of Crown Lands Reserved from Sale for the Preservation of Water Supply or other
Public Purposes, in accordance with the 101st, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 48 Victoria
No. 18. 1
(4.) Abstract of Crown Lands authorised to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with
the 104th section of the Aet 48 Victoria No, 18,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Sir William Lyne laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Report of the Conference of Premiers, held in Sydney, January, 1900.
(2.) Report of the Conference of Premiers, held in Melbourne, April, 1900.
(3.) Mr. R. E. O’Connor’s opinion respecting the legality of any place outside New South Wales
being the Seat of Government of the Commonwealth.
(4.) Papers relating to the Federation of ithe Australian Colonies, presented to both Houses of the
Imperial Parlinment, April, 1900,
(5.) Further papers relating to the Federation of ihe Australian Colonies, presented to both
Houses of the Imperial Parliament, May, 1900.
(6.} Return respecting the number of Aliens admitted into New South Wales sinee the passing of
the Immigration Restriction Act, 1898,
(7.) Statement showing remuneration paid to each Member of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Public Works during the present Parliament.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee,

Mr. Perry laid upon the Table,—~Report of the Government Astronomer respecling the recent snow
storm. .
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Commitiee.

7. Case oF Tur Bmsnor oF Goursuky ¢ TAE CoMTE DE Rosst (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Haynes
moved, pursuant to Notice, That an Address be presented to the Governor, praying that His
Excelleney will be pleased to eauseo to be laid upon the Table of this House all the papers in the
case of the Bishop of Goulburn ¢. the Comte de Rossi,

Question put and passed.

8. MEssaces FROx THE LRersnaTivE Couwcin:—Mr. Speaker reported ihe following Messages from -
the Legislative Council,—

(1.} Stanford Coal-mine Railway Bill :—

Mz, SPEARER,—

The Legislative Council having this day agreed to the Biil, intituled * 4An Aot fo enable
Samuel Clift, of East Maitland, in the Colony of New South Wales, Henry Jokn Adams, of Oxford
Downs, in the Oolony of Queensland, and Henry Trenchard, of Sydney, in the said Colony of New
South Wales, to construct a railiway from the Heddon and Stenford Greta Coal-mines to a line con-
structed by the East Greta CQoal-mining Company (Limited), under the provisions of the Silkstone
Coal-mine Railway Act of 1889 and the Silkstone Coal-mine Railway Act Amending Act of 1892, —
returns the same to the Legislative Assembly without amendment, '

Legislative Couneil Qhamber, JOHN LACKTLY,
Sydney, 18th July, 1900, President.

(2.) Newecastle Episcopal Residence Leasing Bill :—

MEe. SPEARER,~— _

The Legislative Council having this day passed a Bill, intituled “ An Act fo enable the
trustees of Church property for the Diocese of Neweastle to lease certain lands granted by the
Crown as a site for an episcopal residence for the Bishop of Newcastle, and to provide for the appli-
cation of the income thereof,”—presents the same to the Legislative Assembly for its concurrence,
accompanicd by & copy of the Report from, and Mirutes of Evidence taken before, the Select
Committee thereon,

ZLegislative Council Chamber, JOHN LACKETY,
Sydney, 18tk July, 1900. President.
. Bill, on motion of Sir William Lyne, read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read & second time To-morrow. %
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9. Mmrnorommw Trayric Bint:—The Order of the Day having been read,—Mr, See moved, * That ™

thiz Bill be now read a third time.

Mr. Norton moved, That the Question be amended by leaving out all the words after the word
“ That,” aud inserting the words * the Bill be recommitted for the reconsideration of clause 4,
instead thereof, .

Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question.

Debate ensued. .

Question put,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question.

The House divided.

Aves, GL. Noes, 25.
Bir William Lyne, = Mr. Barnes, Mr. Lee,
Mr. Cann, Mr, Macdonsld, My, Cook,
Mr. See, Mr. McFarlane, Mr. Garland,
Mr. Hassall, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Brunker,
Mr, Perry, Mr. Crick, Mr. Neild,
Dr. Graham, Mr. Cotton, Mr., Watkins,
Mr, Terguson, . Mr. Nicholson, Bir Malthew Harris,
Mv. O'8allivan, Mr. Rose, _ My, Norton,
Mr, Newman, Mr, Waddell, Mr, James Thomeon,
Mr. Hurley, Mr. T, H. Griffith, Mr. Mahony,
Mr, W. W, Daviy, Mr. Wright, Mr. Reid,
Mr. Wood, Mr. Rigy, Mr. Molesworth,
My, (¥ Connor, My, Terry, Mr., Millard,
Mr. Dacey, Mr, W. Y. Young, Myr. Hawthorne,
Dr, Ross, Mr. Watson, Mr. Tiees,
My, Nelson, Mr. Edien, Mr. McLaughlin,
Mr. Reymond, Mr. Achton, Mr. Dugald Thomson,
Mr. Pvers, Mr. Ewing, Mr, Henry Clarke,
Mr. Thomas Fitzpatrick, Mr. Cohen, Mr. Miller,
Mr. Byrne, Mpr. Gormly, Mr, Bennett,
Mpr. T, Clarke, Mr, Thomas Clarke, Mr. Price,
Mr, Donaldson, Mr. Howarth, Mr. McGowen,
Mr. Meagher, Mr. Curroll, Mr. Semucl Smith.
Mr. Dight, Mr. Austin Chapman, Tl
Mr. Aftleck, Mr. Morgan, eHers,
Mr. Quina, Mr, Piddington. ’ Mz, Bpruson,
Mr. Ferris, Mr. Cruickshank. My, Holman,
My, Sawers,
Mr, Wilson, Tetlers,
Mr, Gillies, Mr. Moore,
My, Jessep, Mr. J. C. L. Titzpatrick.
Mr. Archer,

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Original Question,-—That this Bill he now read a third time,—put and passed.
Bill read a third time, and, on inotion of Mr. See, passed.
Mr. Sec then moved, That the Title of the Bill be “An Act fo make better provision for the requlation
of traffic within a certain metropolitan area; and for that purpese to requlate and control vekicles,
horses, and the owners, drivers, and conductors thercof, and persons using such vehicles, and
certain  other persons; fo repral certain Acts; and for purposes imcidental to or consequent on
those objects.”
Guestion put and paseed. :
Ordered, that the Bill be carried to the Legislative Council with the following Mecssage :—

Mg, PresipENT,—

The Legislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, intituled, “An def to0 make beiter
provision for the regulation of trafiic within a ceviain metropolitan avea ; and for that purpose to
rrgulate and confrol vehicles, horses, and the owners, drivers, and conductors thereqf, and persons
using such velieles, and cerfain other persons; to vepeal certain Acts ; and for purposes incidental
to or consequent on these oljects,”—presents ithe same to the Legislative Ccuncil for its
concurrence,

Legislative dssembly Chamber,
Sydney, 182h July, 1900.

10. BroxwEx Hityn Asarrorks, Mawrers, a¥p Carrie Sanw-varos Bt :—Mr, Cann, as Chairman,

brought up the Report from, aud Jaid upon the Table the Minutes of Proccedings of, and Evidence
taken before the Select Committee for whose consideralion and report this Bill was referred on
19th June, 1900; together with a copy of the Bill as sgreed to by the Committee.

Ordered to be printed. -

Mpr. Cann then moved, That the Bill be read a second time on Puesday, 16th October.

Question put and passed,

11. Dapmixe Hanpovr WHarvEs Resvymerioy Biun:—The Order of the Day having been read,—

Sir William Lyne moved, “ That” this Bill be now read a third time.

Debate ensued.

Mr. Norton inoved, That the Question be amended by leaving out all the words after the word
“ That,” and inserting the words * the Bill be recommitied for the reconeideration of clanses 5,13,
“and 14, instead thereof.

Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be left out stand -part of the Question.

Debate continued. :

Qnuestion,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,~put and passed.
Original Question again proposed.

Debate continued.

Original Question,~—That this Bill be now read a third time,—put and passed. il



127
VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
18¢k July, 1900.

Bill read a third time, and, on motion of Sir William Lyne, passed.

8ir William Lyne then moved, That the Title of the Bill be “ dn Act fo velidate certain notifi-
eations of appropriation and resumption tn connection with a system of piblic wharves and approaches
thereto ; to provide for other appropritions, and resumptions and purchases, for the extension of such
gystem ; to provide for the compensation for resumptions and purchases iade, or to be made, for those
purposes ; and for the raising of loans for such resumptions und purchases, and in respect of certain
nublic works and services ; to authorise and sanction the commencing and constructing of ceriain
public works ; fo fix the interest pryable under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act; to
amend the Public Works Act of 1888 ; and to validate certain proclamations of quarantine stations,
and ecrinin ucts done wilkin such stations.”

Question put and passed, .

Ordered, that the Bill be carried to the Legislative Council with the following Message :—

Mn. PresioENT,—

The Legislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, intituled “dn Adet fo wvolidate
_ certain notifications of eppropriction and resumption in conncetion with a system of public wharves
and approaches thereto ;' to provide for other appropriations and resumptions and purchases for the
cxlension of such system ; o provide for the compensation for resumptions and purchases made or
to be made for those purposes, and for the raising of loans for such resumptions and purchases,
and in respect of certain public works and services ; o auihorise and sanction the commencing and  °*
congtructing of certain public works; to flx rhe inferest payable under the Lands for Pullic
Purposes Acquisition Aect ; to amend the Public Works Act of 1888, and to velidate certain
proclamations of quaranting stations, and ceriain acls done within such stations,”—presents the
game to the Legislative Couneil for ita concurrence.

Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Sydney, 18tk July, 1900.

12. Posreosuyuxt:—The Order of the Day for the second reading of the Sydney Corporation
{Amending) Bill postponed until To-morrow.

13. Lmvararion oF DEBATE:—Mr, Crick moved, pursuant to Notice,  That” the following Standing
Order be adopted by this House, and presented by Mr. Speaker to His Excellency the Governor
for “ approval " :— '

Unless],)I:Ls hereafter provided, no Member shall speak— '
() In the House for more than forty minutes on any question submitied from the Chair,
except—
1. ]In the Debate on the Address-in-Reply.
2. On the Financial Statement or Appropriation BilL
3. On a Motion of Censure.
4, Tn moving the second reading of a Bill,
when the limit shall not exceed one hour.

(#) In Committees of the W hole House more than twice on any question submitted from
the Chair, Any Member being called a second time shall not exceed ten minutes. Provided
that this rule shall not apply to any Member in charge of a Bill or on consideration of the
Estimates or a Supply Bill.

Provided, also, that in any case arising under this Standing Order the Member speaking may
ask the indulgence of the House or Commitiee, and the Speaker or Chairman, as the case may be,
shall take tho sense of the JTouse or Committee, and shall declare on the voices “ Aye” or *“ No,”
and such decision ehall be final,

Debate ensued.

And the House continuing to sit till after Midnight,
: THURSDAT, 19 JULY, 1900, a.m. - %

Mr, Dick moved, That the Question be amended by inserting after the first word “That” the
words “ afier a call of the House upon due notice given.”

Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted.

Debate continued.

Point of Order :—Mr. Crick submitted that the proposed amendment was out of erder, as

being irrelevant.

Debate ensued.

Mr. Speaker decided that the amendment could be admitted. :
Proposed amendment, by leave, withdrawn. !
Sir William Lyne moved, That the Question be amended by leaving out the words after the first word
“That” to and inclusive of the word “approval,” and inserting the words © it be referred to the
* Standing Orders Committee to consider and report upon the following proposed Standing
“ Order :—" instead thereof, \

" Question,—that the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,—put and negatived.
‘Question,—That the words proposed te be inserted in place of the words left out be o
inserted,—put and passed.

Question then,—That it be referred to the Standing Orders Committee to consider and report upon
the following proposed Standing Order :—
Unless, as heretnafter provided, no Member shall speak—
(¢) In the Tfouse for more than forty minutes on any question submitted from the Chair,
except— .

1.PIn the Debate on the Address-in-Reply.

2. On the Financial Statement or Appropriation Bill.

8. On a Motion of Censure.

4. In moving the second reading of a Bil),

when the limit shall not exceed onc hour, (6)
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(2) In Committee of the Whole House more than twice on any question submitted from
the Chair, Any Member being called a second tine shall not exceed ten minutes. Provided
that -this rule shall not apply to any Member in charge of a Bill or on consideration of the
Estimates or a Supply Bill?

Provided, also, that in any case arising under this Sianding Order the Member speaking may ask
the indulgence of the House or Committee, and the Speaker or Chairman, ag the ease may be, shall
take the sense of the House or Committee, and shall declare on the voices ““Aye” or * No,” and
such decision shall be final —put and passed. -

14. AvsovewsExnT :—Sir William Lyne moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, 4t ten minutes before Two o'clock a.m., until Four o’clock p.m.
This Day. ’

F. W. WEEBB, . WILLIAM McCOURT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.
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YOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THX

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBIY.

FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

LHURSDAY, 1% JULY, 1800,

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

QUESTIONS 1=
(1.) Tenandra Artesian Bore Reserve :—Mr. Macdonald asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1) Does he intend to throw open the land on the Tenandra Artesian Bore Reserve for public
oceupation ; if so, when ? .
(2.) Is he aware that there is a public demand for this land ?
{3.) What wages per week are paid to. the caretaker at this bore, und how long has he been
employed there?

Mr, Hassall answered,— )

(1 and 2.) The question of throwing the land open for oceupation has been under consideration
in connection with a scheme of irrigation, the expense of which appeared to go much beyond the
possibilities of remunerative occupation of the land, for which, I have been led to think, there is
no very great demand. .

{3.) The caretaker receives 7e. per diem, and has been employed since 18th August, 1896,

(2.) Railway from Grafton to Casino :—Mr. Norton asked the Coloninl Sceretary,—
(L) On what dute was the question of constructing a railway from Grafton to Casino referred by
this Honse last Session to the Public Works Committee ?
(2.) On what date was the inquiry begun ; aud on what date is it likely to be closed ?
(3.) How many persons bave been examined at this inquiry, and the average number at each
meeting ?
{4.) The reason for the prolongation of this inquiry ?
Mr. See answered,—
(1) 22nd December, 1599.
(2.) Inquiry commenced 22nd February, 1900. The evidence is closed.
(8.) Seventeen in Sydney and forty-five in the conutry. From one to two werc cxamined at each
gitting in Sydney, and from one to nine in the country. Af most of the sittings in Sydney the
inquiries relating to other Public Works proposals were also proceeded with.
(4.) Pressing represeniations on the part of the Grafton Chamber of Commerce, and others
interested in Grafton and the district, to have eertain witncsses examined.

(3.) Truit supplicd to the Quarantine Station:—Mfr. Giéllies, for Mr. Arthur Griffith, asked the

Colonial Secretary,—What amnount of fruit outside that scheduled in the 18991900 contract has
been supplied during the last wix menths to the Quarantine Station ; by whom, and at what rate
per pound ?
Sir William Lyne answered,—From Ust. January to 30th May Mr. A. Kidman, Government contractor,
supplied to Quarantine outside schedule rates, and eharged for as being not under contract, 4,640 1b.
of fruib at 94d. per Ib. From 1si; to 30th June Mr. Piggot supplied thirly-six cases not nientioned
n schedule of prices, averaging 6s. 9d. per cuse {about 2d. per Ib.)  The fruit, T am informed,
wag ordered by Mr. Vincent, superintendent of the station. The discrepaney struck me as
extraordinary.

(4.) Leave of Absence in the Public Service :—2Mr. Gillies, for Mr. Quinn, asked the Colonial
Treasarer,—
(1) Is it a fact that certain officers employed in the various Departments of the Public Service,
who had served for periods of more than twenty years, and therefore due for the usual statutory
privilege of six moutha’ leave of sbsence on full pay, were retired by the Public Service Board, and
arbitrarily refused that concession after application, which was, and is, the uniform recognived
custom of the Service, and included in the Public Service Regulations ? _
(2.) Will be take into consideration the pecuniary loss these officers have sustained, und grant
themn compensation for the Joss of full salary for six months' leave of absence, which amount they
consider themselves morally and equitably entitled to?

Sir
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Sir William Lyne answered,—1t is a fact that, in connection with the reorganisation of fhe various
Departments in the Pablic Service, a numbaer of officers were retired who had the requisite length
of ‘service to entitle them to apply for estended leave under the provisions of section 40 of the
Civil Service Act of 1884, That section provided that estended leave might be granted by the
Governor to officers with n specified length of service, but the privilege was a permissive one only
and not a'right. The Public Servico Board considered that it would be almoss impossible to carry
out any scheme of reorganisation had such leave been granted in the case of the officers who were
retired at the grading of the Departments.

{5.) Premises occupied by the Pharmaey Board :—Mr. B. M. Clark asked the Colonisl Secretary,—
(1.) 1s it & fact that the Pharmacy Board of New South Wales is now occupying premises, the
property of the Government, rent {ree; and, if so, by what authority ?

(2.) Is'it a fact that such premises are also used for the private business of membera of the Board;
and, if s0, why ia such allowed ?

(8.) Is it a fact that, under the provisions of the Pharmacy Act of 1897, it is provided that the
Bonrd shall administer the Act by fees and penalties, and that no provision iz made in it for any
8tate aid, either in money or by the free use of Government property ?

(4.) Will he take steps to obtain rent for any property oceupied by this Board ?

Mr. See answered,—~ _

(1) Yes, together with the Medical Board of New South Wales, with the sanction of that Board,
and by pernmussion of the Superintendent of Government Buildings.

(2.) No.

{3.) Yes.

{4.) The matter will receive attention.

{(6.) Cooking Classes in Metropolitan Districts :—Mr. E. M. Clark asked the Minister of Public
Instruction,—
(1.) In what schools or distriets of the metropolis are cookery classcs established in connection
with his Department: ? .
(2.) Has he refused to establish a central cookery elass in eoanection with the North Sydney and
distriet Public Scheols; and, if «o, why ?
(3.) Has he any knowledge of the population and area of North Sydney and district, and compared
such with other favoured loealities in arriving at such decision ?
(4.) Will e, under all the circumstances of the importance and estent of the northern suburbs
district, consider the expediency of establishing a class convenient to the number of young girls
who may be students of cookery there, instead of compelling them to go in some instances miles to
Fort-street school for instruction ?

Mr. Perry answered,— .

(1.) Tort-street, Paddington, Petersham, and Redfern.

(2.) {a) Yes. () Berause of the expense involved, A building would have to be crected and
equipped, and a special teacher appointed. The funds at the disposal of the Department do not
admit of this expenditure. A central School of Cookery, fully equipped, is established at Fort-
street for the reception of pupils from all schools within a reasonable distance. A class of girls
from S8t Leonards, taken in rotation, has attended there for the past three and a half years,
without ineonvenience, as proved by the regularity of their sitendance on the onc day per week
set apart for them, ) .

{3.) North Sydney is,in this respect, equally favenred with other localities, and more 80 than some
to which cookery instruction has not yet been extended.

(L) North Sydney will receive consideration in common with other localities similarly placed.

(7.) Refund of Moieties of Fines by the Pharmacy Board :—Mr. B. M. Clark nsked the Colonial
T'reasurer.— :
(1.) Has it been brought under his notice that the Pharmacy Board has refused to refund moieties
of fines imposed upon certain storekeepers which were recommended to be so refunded by Mis
Excellency the Governor P
(2) What reasons were given by the Board for its refusal to so comply courteously with His
fxcelleney's decision ? ‘
(8.) Is it n faet that one of the reasons given by the Board for iis refusal fo refund the fines in
the cases of two storekeepers named Radford and Leafe was that the moneys had been paid to an
informer ?
(+.) I it & faet that these moneys wore not paid fo an informer, and that he wae only paid a
weekly salary ?

8ir William Lyne answered,—The following replies have been received from the Secreigry, Board
of Pharmacy :—
(1) Yes.
(2.} The solicitars of the Board advise that the Board have no legal right to refund the money.
(3.) Yes, excepting that the money was not paid to an informer, but to an inepeetor appointed by
the B?m‘d under the Pharmacy Act, and who took proceedings under the authority of the Board.
(4.3 No.
(8.) Meteorological Disturbances :—Dr. Rosu asked the Minisier of Public Instruction,—

(1.) Will he obtain from the Government Astrenomer aud Meteorologista reportas to the probable
canse of the excessive hent that has of Inie prevailed in the Northern hemisphere at Paris, London,
New York, &¢., compared with the unprecedented prevalence of eold weather and fall of snow that
has lately occurred in these Colonies in the Southern hemisphere ?
(2.} Will the Government Meteorologist explain (meteorologically or olherwise) the reason why,
when exceseive heat prevails in the Northern lemisphere, the opposite state of atmosphere
perturbatlions exists in these Colonies in the shape of excessive cold, andd vice.perse ?

3.)
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(3.) Does the Government Meteorologist, when publishing his daily forecast of weather, take into
congideration the peculiar meteorological phases and vicissiludes of weather that are coniinually
occurring in the Northern and Southern hemispheres; or does he rely for the accuracy of his
wenther forecnsts entirely on local atmospheric changes and meteorological perturbatious ?

(4.) Is it not a fact, ascertained by long observation by the highesti meteorological nuthorities in
England, &c., that when the weather happens to be very severo in tho Northern hemisphere that
the opposile extreme of weather exists in these Colonies in the Southern hemisphere?

Mr, Perry answered,—The Government Astronomer has fornished a report, which I will lay upon
the Table of the Fouse.

(9.) Miners of the Hunter River District :—Mr. Hogue asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) Has he initisted any steps to prevent the apprehended disagreement between the miners of the
Hunter River District and their employers on the subject of inereased wages? ‘
(2.} In any steps that he may take, will he proceed under the provisions of the existing Coneiliation
and Arbitration Act?

Sir Willinm Lyne answered,—T have taken such steps as I can to remove differences which exist
between the employers and the miners, and I am still in communication with both parties.

(10.) Department of Labour and Indusiry :—Mr. Hogue asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Is it a fact
that the Department of Labour and Industry has been transferred from the control of the Minister
of Public Instruction to the Minister for Works; if not, is it contemplated by the Government to
effect such transference

Sir William Lyne answered,~No, but I think this ¢hange will be effected.

(i1,) 5f. George's Rifles :—Mr, Watson asked the Colonial Secrotary,—
(L) 'Will he lay upon the Table of the House the papers in connection with the inquiry into the
eonduct of the St. George's Rifles?
(2} If not, will ke refrain from inereaeing the number of men, or taking other steps in connection
with the regiment, until members have had an opportunity of perusing the papers?

Mr. See answered,—This maiter is engaging the attention of the Government, and will be dealt
with in a few days.

(12.) Penitentiary and Prison for Females at Randwick :—Mr. Watson asked the Secretary for
Public Worls,—
(3.) Ts he aware of the necessity, in view of the disgraceful condition of Biloela Gaol, for the
erection of the proposed Penitentiary and Prison for Females at Randwick ?
(2.) If so, is it his intention to proceed with this work, as unanimously recommended by the
Parliamentary Standing Commitiee on Public Works ?

Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—
(L) I am notl aware.
(2.) The Committec's recommendation is under consideration.

(13.) Amendment of the Fisheries Bill :—Mr. Garland asked the Colonial Secretary,—Is it his
intention to introduce an amending Fisheries Bill during the present Session ?

Mr. See answered,—Yes ; if the public business will admit of it—if Flonorable Members do not
move the adjournment of the House every night.

(14.) District Road Conteacts :—Mr. Donaldeon asked the Seeretary for Public Works,—
(1.} Is he aware that about £1,800 out of less than £6,000 available to be spent on the Tumut
district roads, 1899-1900, have lapsed through the vouchers being detnined in the Works Office in
Sydney a most unwarrantable time ? :
(2.) Will ho take steps to have this money revoted for the respective roads P
(3.) Will he instruct road superintendents to get out their contracts at oace, basing their
expenditure on lash year's votes, so as to prevent a recurrence of above through delaying road
work until the Estimates are passed ?
Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—
{1.) 1 am aware that a sum of about £1,600 lapsed on the 30th of June out of the Scheduled
Roads Vote for last year owing to the necessity of utilising portion of the General Roads Vote to
meet the abnormally heavy expenses inenrred by the Department with regard to repairs to publie
buildings, the unempleyed, and to men working double shifés on dredges, &e.
{2.) I cannot promise to get the money re-voted, but, aus I have already stated, I intend asking
the Cabinet to submit to Partiament a largely increased Roads Vote for the current year, and the
Honorable Member will then gzet a full share thereof for his electorate.
(3.) Yes; but gencrally the Road Superintendentshad too much work to let out in the Hme, and
were hurried in the operations in the last half of the vear,

(15) Rencwal of Flectors’ Rights:—Mr. Lee asked the Colomial Secrctary,—Referring to the
Gazette notice of the 13th July, relating to the mode of renewing clectors’ rights, viz., either on
personal application or by statutory declaration,— _

(1.) Is he aware that adherence to that eourse will disfranchise & considerable number of electors
in country distriets?

(2.) Tu it the intention of the (Government to at once amend the Parlinmentary Eleetions Aet in
the direction of more effectively enralling and enfranchising the whole of the electora ?

Mr. See answered,—
(1.} It is open to all the electors to renew their rights. If ihey neglect to do so it will be their
own fanlt if they are disfranchised.

(2.) The maiter iz under consideration,

(16.)
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(16.) Maodel Farm at Bathurst :—3r. W, W. Young asked the Secretary for Mines,—

{1.) Why are the employees on the Model Farm at Bathurst sometimes not paid their wages until
the middle of the following month after being due ?

(2.) Will ke take steps to have the mon paid on a set date early in cach month ? _
(3.) What was the profit or loss (if any) on the Bathurst Model Ifarm for the Iast twelve months ?
{4.) Does the minimum wage apply to employees on the Model Farm at Bathurst; if not, why not ?
Mr. Fegan answered,— .

(1.) The monthly wages sheels are received from the farm manager at the Dbeginning of each
month, and are, as a rule, paid within a week of beivg rendered. On two cccasions during the
current year the wages were not paid till 13th and Ldth of ensuing months, as it was necessary to
refer these clnims for further information,

(2) Yes.

(3.) The expenditure, which included works of a permanent nature, amounted to £3,694, and ‘the
revenue £726. 1t may be explained that the Bxperimental Farms aro more for educational than
comuereial purposes.

(4.} The amountis in excess.of that usoally paid for this class of work, and is the same as that
paid since the farin was established,

(17.) Sceretary to the ublic Works Tender Board :—Mr. J, C. [.. Fitzpatrick asked the Colonial

Treasurer.—

(1.) What was.the name and the salary of the Secretary 1o the Poblic Works Tender Board for
1805 ¢ .

(2.) The like information for 19007

Sir William Lyne answered,—

(1) W. 1. Mitchell, £300.

(2.) W. F. Mitchell, £300. This, officer only devotes a portion of his time to this duty.

(18.) Police Superannnation Tund :—Me. T. C. T.. Fitzpairick asked the Colonial Seeretary,—

{L.) Is he aware of the facy thot a considerable number of officers 11i the Police Force, at present
qualified by age and length of service to receive pensions, are prevented from reliring by reason of
the insolvent coudition of the Police Superannuntion Fund ?

(2. Will he inform the House as to how many officers in the Service are so situated ?

(3.) When does he intend to introduce legislation of the character nceded to place the Police
Superanouation Fund on a sound financial basis?

Mr. See answered,—

(1.) Yes.

(2.) Thirty-seven.

(3.) This matter is under consideration.

(19.) Civil Service Spperannuation Fund :—Mr. J. G, T.. Fitzpatrick asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

(L.) Is he aware of the circumstance that, whilst the receipts in connection with the Civil Service
Superannuation Jund last year amounted to £44,833, the disbursements tofalled £103,711 for the
same period ? .

(2.) 1s he cognisant of the fact that on 31lst Decewmber, 1897, the Fund was estimated to last,
unaided, only for a period of seven years?

(3.) Will he, during the progress of the present Session, take such steps as may be rendered
necessary to so strengthen this Fund that it witl beable to bear any legitimate strain placed upon it ?

Sir William Yyne answered,—

(1.) Yes.

(2.) Yes.

{(8.) I will probably deal with this matter in my Financial Statement.

(20.) Cost of the Pyrmont Bridge :—Mr. Edden, for Mr. Samuel Smith, asked the Secretary for

Public Works,—

(1) What is the total estimated cost of the Pyrmont new bridge ?

(2.) What is the estimated cost of that portion of the bridge already constructed ?
Mr. O’Sullivan answered,—

(1.} £94,000.

(2.) Cost in the Colony about £30,000; cost in England not exactly known, but, approximatellv,

£10,000 ; approximate total value to date, £40,000. The liabilities entered into amount to nearly
the whole sum named in No, 1.

{21.) Capitation for Companies of the 8th Regiment:—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial Sceretary,—

(L.) Did not Parliament last Session vote the sum of £300 to provide capilation for two companies
of the St;] Regiment, such companies “ to be raised in Illawnrra District,” being at the rate of 30s.
per man ¢

{2.) Has one of such companies been formed in the Illawarra disirict, viz., at Buili ?

(3.} Has not the other company been formed in the suburb of Kogarah?

(+.) Was Ministerial sanetion given to this diversion of the Parlinmentary grant ?

(5.) If not, who is responsible for the setting aside of the will of Parliament in this manner P
(6.) Has not the cxpenditure on these companies exceeded the sum voted ?

(7.) What amount was expended on these two companies during -the vear ending 30th Jane last?
(8.) Has the Auditor-General taken exception to the outlay on the compuny at Kogarah in
coniravention to the terms of the Parliamentary graut ?

Mr. See answered,—

(1.) Yes.

(2.) Yes.

(3.) Yes, . . (4.)
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(4.) There was no such diversion. Kogarah is within the district notified in the Government
Gazette Notice No. 538, of the 25th June, 1899.

(6.} Mintaterial sanction was not necessary.

(6.) No.

(7. £207 3. 5d.

(8.) 1 am informed by the Auditor-Geeneral that the sum of £300 referred to was paid over as
capitation for two companies, Hawarrn Districf, on the Ist Mareh last to the eredit of the
Military Clothing Account—a trast account—under the conirol of the Central Military Clothing
Board, which is responsible for its administration under the Military Regulations,

(22.) Oflicers in the Land Tax Office :—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) 1f heis aware that the officers in the Land Tax Office are not allowed fires in their rooms
during winter months ?
(2.} If so, why is o distinetion drawn between these officers and Civil Servants in other publie
Departments ?

8ir William Lyne answered,—Fires are ailowed in all rooms which possess fireplaces.

{23.) Inspector on the Spit Roud Tram-work:—Mr. Norton asked the Secretary for Publie Works,—
(1) 1f the inspector employed on the Spit Read tram-work also keeps a boarding-house, where
certain men employed on that work are boarders ?

(2.) If so, do these men's names always appear on the pay-sheet as having put in full time ?

(3.) Is the inspector’s son, who is under 21 years of age, entered in the pay-sheet as a platelayer,
but never performs that kind of work ?

{4) Does the name of Peter Fitzpatrick appear in the pay-sheet for 9th May; and was he |
discharged on 2nd May ? ) .

(5.} Was this man working on the works on Easter Tuesday ; and was he paid his wages for that
day? ,

Ar. O'Bullivan answered,—I shall be glad if the Honorable Member will postpoue this Question
until Tuesday. :

(24.) Membors of the Federal Parliament :—Mr. Thomas Fitzpatrick asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
Will he introduce a Bill to prevent Members of the New South Wales Parliament also occupying
Seats in the Federa]l Parliament ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—This matter will probably be dealt with during this Session.

25.) Hawkesbury River Flood Rcliéf Tund :—Mr. Morgan asked the Colonial Secretary,—
y g ¥
(1.) Can he sny what has become of the fund subseribed some thirty years ago on behalf of the
suflerers of the Hawkesbury who were rendered homeless through the disastrous flood during the
year 18677
{2.) What amount etill remaing of that fund, and in whose hands i3 it ?

Mr. See answered,—This is purely o private matter, and one in which the Government is in no
way concerned. T remember that the late Mr. Piddington, Mr. Charles Moore, and others were
associated with a fund of this kind. 1 am inelined to think tbat the whole of the fund was
disbursed.

Liguog Acr:—Mr, Fegan presented the following Petitions,—praying for the amendment of the
Liquor Act, so as to provide, firstly, for a reduction of the hours of sale in public-houses and
places held by wine licensees, and, secondly, to ensure more effective Sunday elosing,—

{1.) From John 8. Austin, Chairman of the Quartecly Meeting of the Wesleyan Methodist Church,
Newcastle Circuit,

{2.) PFrom certain members and adherents of the Wesleyan Church in Newcastle and District.
Petitions reccived. i

13

3. Parers:—
Mr. Fegan laid upon the Table,—Return to an Order, made on 5th July, 1900,—“ Vineyasrds
condemned under Vine Diseases Act.”
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee. -

Mr. Hassall laid upon the Table,—Return to an Order, made on 12th July, 1900,—* Applications for
Txchanges of Land.”
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. See laid upon the Table,— :
(1.) Reporé of the Imspector-Greneral of the Insane for the year 1899.
(2.) Report of the Goulburn Fire Brigades Board for the year 1899,
(3.) Report of the Wollongong Fire Brigades Board for the year ended 81st March, 1900,
(4.) Hegulations under the Friendly Societies Act, 1899,
(3.) By-law. of the Municipal District of Cudal. ,
(6.) Regulations under the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Aets.
(7.) Return (in parf) to an Order, mnde on 21st September, 1898,— Monthly Returns of
Accidents.”
(8.) Return showing the amounts paid to persons not under the Military for work in connection
with the Imperial Bushmen’s Contingent.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Perry laid npon the Table,—Report by the Government Astronemer respedting meteorologieal
disturbances, ‘
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

4. Prixrine Commriroes :—Mr. Gormly, as Chairman, brought up the Fifth Report from the Printing’
Committee,

-

o,
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5. Casivo to Tasmont Rainway Biny (Fermal Motion) :—Mr. O'Sullivan moved, pursuant to Natice,
That this House will, on its next sitting day, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to.
consider the expediency of bringing in a Bill to sanction the construction of a line of Railway
from Cagino to Lismore; to authorise the construction of the eaid Jine on public roads; and for
other-purposes.

Question put and passed.

6. Koorawarus ro Gresprnn Ratnwaty (AmesoumMest) Bun (Formal Metion) :—Mr. O'Sullivan
moved, pursuant to Notice, That the Koorawatha to Grenfell Railway (Amendment) Bill, which was
introduced in the Assembly during last Session, but was interrupted before its completion by the
close of the Session, be now reintroduced at the atage it had reached at the time of such
interruption.

Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Bill be read o second time on Tuesday noxt.

7. THE Rocx ro Grees’s Guutan Rammway (AmesoMent) Bivs (Formal Motion) :—Mr. O'Suilivan -
moved, pursuant to Notice, That The Rock to Green’s Gunyah Railway (Amendment) Bill, which
wag introduced in the Assembly during last Session, but was interrupted before its completion
by the close of the Session, be now reintroduced at the stage it hnd reached at the time of such
interruption.

Question put and passed. .
Ordered, that the Biil be read a second time on Tuesday next.

8. Brrock 10 BrEwanrinae Rarnway (Auuwomest) Biin (Formel Metion) :—Mr, O'Sullivan moved,
pursuant to Notice, That the Byrock to Brewarrina Railway (Amendment) Bill, which was
introduced in the Assembly during last Session, but was interrupted beforo its completion by the
close of the Session, be now reintroduced nt; the stage it had reached at the time of such interruption.
Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the !Bil_l be read a second time on Tuesday pext.

9. PaTtests a¥p Trans Marks Binn (Formal RMotion):—Mr, Arthur Griffith moved, pursuant to
Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend the law relating te Patents for Inventions
and the Registration of Trade Marks.

Question put and passed.

10. Postrovemexts :—The following Orders of the Day postponed :— '
(1.) Newcastle Episcopal Residence Leasing Bill (Council Bill) ; second reading ;—until Tuesday,
7th August.
{2.) Agricultural Leases Bill ; second reading ;—until Tuesday, 30th October.

11. Sypxer Comrrorarron (Axmespixze) Brin:—The Order of the Day having been read,—8ir William
Lyne moved, “ That’ this Bill be now read a second time. :
Debate ensued. i .
Mr. Meagher moved, That the Question be amended by leaving out all the words after the word
“That ” and inserting the words * this Bill be referred to-a Select Committee for consideration
“ and report. .
“(2) That such Commiltee consist of Mr. Crick, Dr. Graham, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Quinn,
“ Mr. Garland, Mr. Samuel Smith, Mr. Sproson, Mr. Dugald Thomson, Mr. Cohen, and the
“ Mover,” —instead thereaf, .
Question propesed,—~Lhat the words proposed to be left oub stand part of the Question,
Debate continned. .

And the Hou:e continuing to sit till after Midnight,—
FRIDAT, 20 JULY, 1900, A.m.

Question put,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question.
The House divided.

Aves, 37, Noes, 14.
My, Cann, Alr. McLaughlin, Mr. Lees,
AMr. Wood, Mr, Watking, Dr. Graham,
Sir Williaw Lyne, Mr. Kidd, Mr. Jessep,
Mr. ' Bullivan, Mr. J. C. L, Fitzpatrick, Mr. Meagher,
Mr, Norton, Mre. fce, . My, Brunker,
Mr. Hughes, Mr. Archibald Campbell, Mr. Hogue,
Mr. Dacey, Mr. Ferris, Mr. Henry Chapman,
My, Arthur Griffith, Mr. Archer, Mr. 8amuel Snuth,
Mz, Anderson, Mr. Spence, Mr. Garland,
My, Fegan, Mr, O*Couer, Mr. Cohen,
Mr. Hurley, Afr, Terry, My, Cook,
Mr. Barnes, Mr, Mcliowen, Mr. Ashion.
Mr. Richards, Mr, Thomus Clarke,
Mr. Crick, Mr, Carroll, Tellers,

Mr. Alexunder Campbell, Mr, Cruickshank.

I

|

i Mr. Spruson,
Mr. Holman, Telicss, }

}

I

I

Mr. Millard.
Mr. Jassall,
Mr. Toomas Fitzpatrick, Mr. Giilies,

Mr. IZ. M. Clark, Mr. Bennett.
Mr. Phillips,

And 5o it was resolved in the affirmative.
Original
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Original Question,—That this Bill be now read a second time,—put and passed.

B3ill read a second time.

On motion of Sir William Lyne, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and the House resohed itself into
a Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the Bill.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported progress, and obta.med leave to ait
again on Wednesday next.

12, Parests a¥p Trave Marks Binu;—Mr. Arthur Grifith, pursuant to leave granted this day,
presented a Bill, intituled ** 4 Bill to amend the low relating to Patents for Inventions and the
Reqgistration of Trade Marks,” —which was read a first time.

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tucsday, 80th Oetober.

13. Apsouanmext :—Sir William Lyne moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
uestion put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at seventeen minutes affer Three o'clock a.m., until Tuesday next
at Four o'clock.

. W. WEBB, WILLIAM McCOURT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Spealer.
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FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT,
A

TUESDAY, 24 JULT, 1900.

1. The House met pursuant to adjourament. Mr. Speaker took the Chair,

Loyvparroy or Derate—Prorosrnd Staxorye Oroer :—Mr. Cann, on behalf of the Chairman,
brought up from the Standing Qrders Committee the following Report, with the proposed Standing
Order prepured by that Committee, pursuant to the reference from the House on the 18th July
mstant — .

“ The Standing Orders Committee, to whom it was referred to consider and report upon a proposed
“ Standing Order to deal with Limitation of Debate (see Votes and Proceedings, No. 17, 18th July,
* 1900),—have agreed to the following Report:—

* Your Committee having carefully considered the subject referred, have now the honor to
* present to your Honorable House the tellowing Standing Qrder : —

“ Mr, Speaker’s Room, Legislative Assembly, “WILLIAM McCQURT,
* Bydney, 241h July, 1900, “ Clairman,

" Limitation of Debate— Proposed Stending Order.

“ Unless, as hereinafter provided, no Member shall speak—
“ (@) In the House for more than thirty minutes on any question submitted from the Chair,
* excepd
“ In the Debate on the Address-in-Reply, or
“In a Debate on o motion of Censure, or ‘ No Confidenee,” or
“ In moving the second reading of a Bill, -
“ when a Member shall be at liberty to speak for one hour.
“ (b} In Committee of the Whole House more than twice on any question submitied from the
“ Chair of the Committee; any Member called, for the first time, to speak, shall not
* gpenk for more than thirty minutes ; when ealled a second fime he shall not spenk for
“ more than ten minutes: Provided that so much of this Standing Order as relates to
K s}peaking not more than twice shall not apply to a Member in charge of a Bill, nor fo
‘ the consideration of the Estimates, or a SBupply Bill, but any Member speaking more
“ than once shall be restricted to ten minutes for each speech after the first,
“ Provided that in any ease arising under this Standing Order the Member speaking, and desiring
* an extension of time; may ask the indulgence of the House or Committee, and the Speaker or
“ Chairman, as the ease may be, shall, without debate, take the sense of the House or Committee.
*“* The Debate on the Financial Statement shall be exempt from the restrictions of this
* Standing Order.”

The Report and Proposed Standing Order were read by the Clerk, by dircction of Mr. Speaker.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

2, Iypecesr Pusrications Binn:—The following Message from His Excellency the Governor was
delivered by Sir William Lyne, and read by Mr. Speaker .—

BEAUCHAMP, Message No, 48,

Governor.

A Bill, intituled “dn et to suppress indecent and obscene publications,”—as finally passed
by the Legistative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Geovernor for the Royal
Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Ier Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this
day transmitted it to the Legislative Conneil, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer
for eprolment, in the manner required by law,

Government House, :
Sydney, 23rd July, 1900 3.
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3. QuEsTIONS:—

(1) Railway from Werris Creek to Wellington : —Mr. Norton asked the Colonial Seecretary,—
(1) On what date was the question of constructing a railway from Werris Creek to Wellington
referred by this House last Session to the Publie Works Committee ?
(2) On what date.was the inquiry begun ; and on what date is it likely to be ciosed ?
(3.) The total number of persons examined at this inquiry, and the average number ab each
meeting ?
(4.) Iﬂgit possible that the report of the Committee may be presented to the House this week ?
(5.) The reason for the prolongation of the inquiry ?

My, Sec answered.—-

{1.) 138th December, 1894.

(2.) Inquiry was commenced on 18th April, 1900. The cvidence is closed.
(3) 144; 16 of the number in Sydney, from 1 to 2 being examined at each meeting, and 128 in
the couniry, where the number examined at each meeting ranged from 2 te 15. '

(4.) The report capnot be presented this week, as a portion of the Committec are in the country
further inspeeting the route for the proposed railway from Grenfell to Wyalong.

(5.) The inguiry has not been prolonged. The people of several districts being deeply interested
in the proposed work, and ihere being more than one rival route, the witnesses cxamined have been
more numerous than usual.

(2.) Demise of the Crown :—Mr. Norton asked the Attorney-General,—
(1.) In the cvent of the demise of the Crown, would 1he dissalution of this House at once ensue?
(2.) 1f not, by what Tmperial Act of Parlizment applying to this Colony would the existence of
this House be preserved when the demise of the Crown takes place?

Mr. See answered,—No. This matter is provided for by the latter portion of section 33 of the
Constitution Aet, 18 and 19 Vie., chap. 54

.

(3.) Examinations for Promotion in the Public Service :—7r. Moore asked fhe Attorney-General,—
(1) Is it not a fact that he bas repeatedly declared that test examinations for promotion as regarde
officers in the Public Service prior to 23rd December, 1895, are illegal, and that the regulations
providing for the holding of same were ulfre vires?

(2.) If so, how does he reconcile the recently-published regulations (Gazette No. 639) providing
(inter alia) for the holding of test examinations for all officers on maximum salary of the lower
prades, and approved by himself as Ministerial head, with his previous declarations of the illegality
of any such test being enforced ?

(2.) Docs he now hold that the Public Service Board has the power to formulate, and he to
approve, regulalions compelling the old and experienced ofticers in question to submit themselves
10 test examination for promotion, under penalty in default of never getting an increase of salary,
secingpthat Parliament expressly exempted such officers from the necessity of so submitting them-

- selven :

(4) Ie he aware that, in consequence of test examinations for promotion of the officers referred
to heing now persisted in, there is great disappointinent.and dissatisfaction in the Service ?

Mr. See answered,—My honorable colleaguc has always considered that the regulations in question
are ultra vires, and he inscrted a clause in the amending Bill which was before the House last
year to allow regulations of this character being made. The Attorney-General intends to place
a similar ¢lause in the amending Bill which will be brought forward early this Session. In the
meantime, howover, he lias found that it would be tispracticablo to abolish these regulations, as it
would lead to a complete disorganisation of the Nervice. At his tnstance, the Public Service
Board have come to the following determination, namely, that in the case of oflicers who are
over 80 years of nge, and who entered the Service before the passing of the Tublic Service Act,
to allow a post mortem examination of a more practical kind in. Departmental work where there
has been a failure to pass the examination. Me has only continued the practice which had
been in existence before he took office.

(1.) Inspector on the Spit Road Tram-work :—Mr. Norton asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.) 1f the inspector employed on the Spit Road tram-work also keeps a boarding-house, where
certain nen cmployed on that work are boardors ?

(2.) 1f 80, do these men’s names always appear on the pay-sheet ag having put in full time ?

(3.} Is the inspector’s son, who is under 21 years of age, entered in the pay-sheet as a platelayer,
but: never performs that kind of work ?

(4.) Does the name of Prter Fitzpatrick appear in the pay-sheet for 9th May; and was he
discharged on 2nd May ?

(5.} Was this man working on the works on Easter Tuesday; and was he paid his wages for
that day?

Mr. O'Sullivan answered,— -

(L and 2.) No.

(3.} A son of Inspecior Hoilis has been cmployed as a platelayer at 7s. 6d. per diem ; the rate
for first-class platelayers is 9s,

(4.) Yes; Fitzpatrick was paid up to 7th May, when, I understand, he loft of his own accord to
take up work av a higher rate of pay in the Existing Lines Branch,

{5.) No. '

£23) Crown-strcet Trams :—Mr. Whiddon asked the Seeretarv for Public Works,—
(L) With the view of giving the residents of Surry Hills and the eastern portion of Redfern an
improved iime-iable on the Crown-street trams, will he confer with the tramway authorities with
the view of having the double line continued in Crown-street from Collins-street to Oxford-atreet,
thus saving the frequent delays through unot having this section of the line completed ?
' (2.)
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(2.) In view of the ncar approach of the extension of the eleeiric system on this line, will he
consider the equity of baving the fares reduced from Cleveland-street to Bridge.street to 1d., so
as to remove the disparity that now exists on this short run, which is charged 2d., as against, for
instance, the faro charged from Bridge-street to Waverley Tea Gurdens, which is 2d.; Circular
Quay to Enmore terminus, 2d.; or Bnd- g-street to Centennial Park Road , past the ]{'\cecourse on
the Randwick line, 2d.7

Sir William Lyne answored,—

(1.} T am informed by the Railway Commiesioners that the existing time-table on the Crown-
glrect lino is considered to meet the present requirements of the traflic, and that delays rvarely
occur. The single line hetween Ioveaus-street and the junction at Oxford-street Is only 33 chaing
long. Tt was relaid about four years ago, and has therefore considerable Jife yet.

(2.) It is not proposed to make any further revision of the tramway farcs at present.

(6.) Fees Paid in conneetion with City Railway Extension:—Mr, Iowarth asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—
{L) W hat was the total amount of fees paid to Royal Commissioners aud members of I’ublic
Worke Committees in connection with the various reporis on city Railway extonsion and harbour
bridge and tunnel shemes ?
2.} The cost of all clerical work, and the cost of publishing the reports ?
T g P

Sir William Lyne answered,—An effort will be made to obtain the required information, which,
when reeeived, witl e laid upon the Table in the form of a return.

(7.) Resumptions at Wooiloomocloo aud Lavender Bays:—Mr. lHowarth asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—What was the total cost of resumptions at Woolloumooloo and at Lavender Bay
reqpectn'e]y

Sir William Lyne apswered,—The cost of resumption of the water frontage and adjacent land
between Milson's Point and Cavill's Baths was £106,023 9s. 4d., inclusive of inierest. Cost of
‘Wooloomooleo Bay resumptions, from Challis’ Bstate 10 MeQuade's property, both inclusive, was
£221,529 2s.

(8) Long-service Pay to Members of Tolice Force:—My. Hurley, for Mr. Byrne, asked the
Colonial Secretary,—Will ke introduce a short Bill to provide long-service pay to the Police Joree,
18 is in operation in one or more of the other Calonies?

Mr. See answered,—The following information has been furnished by the Inspector-General of
Police :—Many vears age an additional 64, per diem was ollowed to constables for long service.
It was deemed advisable to replace this by iostituting a new rank, that of lst class constable,
earrying with il a stripe and 6d. per diem increase. This arrangement in my jodgment is a better
meihod of recognising long service combined with efficiency than the other system.  Another rank
was also created, a probationary econstable, who receives an increase of ls. per diém after serving
at least one year and on certificate of efficiency.

(9.) Holdings in the Central Division: —2Af», Hurley, for Mr. Byrne, asked the Secretary for Lands,—
Will he state whether he is in favour of allowing sclectors to extend their holdings frem the
falling in leases in the Central 1livision in eases where their holdings abut on to such Iand ?

Mr, Hassall anawered,—1 am in favour of allowing seleetors already on the land to inercaso their
Loldings, and I endeavour to avoid selectors being prevented from doing so.

(10.) Land Available for Settlement :—DMr. Rose asked the Secretary for Londs,—
(1.) Does be propose to make the 1,700,000 acres referred to Inst week available for settlement by
Gazette notice that will exclude conditional purchage in favour of homestead selection and settle
ment lease ?
(2.) Ts it not a fact that the 1895 Act both provides for n conditinnal purchase applicant only
having granted to him safficient Iand to support his fa.mllv, as well as preventing him obtalnmg
any fresh area, if he holds already a frechold of the maximum acreage allowed ?

Mr. Hassall answered,---
(1.) T do not propose to exelude condlt,u)na] purchasers already on the land from estending their
holdings, but in any case where lands are set apart for homestead relection or sottlement lense
they thereby beeome excluded from original though not from additional conditional purchase.
(2.} Section 12 of the Act of 1899 provides as follows in connection with additional conditional
purclmses or conditional lenscs in claspified areas:—* (4) The area which may be added to any
" geries by the taking of any additional conditional purchases and conditional leases in any avea ret
“apart by any such notification shall not, together with any land held by the applicant under
“ eonditional purchase or conditional lease, exceed the area sufficient in the opinion of the local land
“ board to enable the holder thereof by n.nnr.ulture or by agriculture combined with any other
“ ordinary pursuits, to maintain his home thereon and shall not in any cage, exceed the arca which
“ may be taken under the Crown Lands Acts and Aets amcndnw the sime,”  Sectiond1of the Act
of 1895 provides that no person shall he competent to apply for an original vonditional purchase
of nn aren which, taken with what he holds in fee simple or under conditional purchase or condi-
tional lease, .1lready exceeds the mazimum area of a conditional purchase.

(11.) The Financial Statement :—Mr. Affleck asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) Can he inform the House on what date he will make his ]"maucml Statement, and lay the
Estimates upon the Table of the House ?
(2.} If he cannot state the definite day, will he give the House an idea of the time (say) within
one week ?
Sir William Lyne answered,—I have not vet decided upon what date 1 will make my Financial
Statcment. T have not yet had time to consider the Report of the Finance Commission, and there
is a great deal of other work to be domo before I ecan make the Statement, but it will not be
unneceasarily delayed. {12.}
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2.) Site of the Federal Capital :—Mr. Affleck asked the Colonial Treasurer.—

(1) Is there any truth in the statement made in the Telegraph, of 18th instant, that the Govern-
ment is having surveys made in some places for the site of the Yederal eity; if so, will he state
in what particular places these surveys are being made?

(2) If such 1 being done, if Yass is not included in the places aleeady thought of, will the
Groveroment authorise the same kind of a survey to be made at Yass as the site for the Federal
city ?

(3.) Ts the Government aware that Yass has every requirement necessary for the site of the
Tederal ity ?

Bir William Lyne answered,—

{1 and 2.) No surveys of places for sites for the Fedoral Capitul are being made under directions
from the Government, but at tho reyuest of Mr. Alexander Oliver, the Federal Capital Sito
Commissioner, an officer of the Department of Public Works has examined the catchments and
other sources of water supply for a number of places, among them Goulburn, Bathurst,
(Jueanbeyan, Braidwood, Bombala, Albury, Wagea Wagga, Cootamumdra, Orange, and Yass. A
further examination has been made for Yass and Bathurst, and has been recommended to be made
for Millthorpe (Forest Reefs).

(3.} In the opiuion of Mr, Oliver, the site selected by the Yass League, if it does not possess every
requircment for the site of the Jederal Capital, possesses many of the most important; but the
réport of Mr, Seaver, who very recently examined some of the fributaries to the south of the
Murrumbidgee, bas yat to be considered, and estimates of probuable cost of his proposed pipe-line
and reservotra obtained. Mr. Seaver's investigations were for the purpose of aseertaining whether
a suflicient gravitasion water supply could be procured for the proposed Federal city siie within
reasonable limits of distance and costs.

3.) Forage Allowance to Maintenance Men :—r. Hurley, for Mr, Richards, azked the Secretary
for Pubite Works,—Will he cause instructions to issue to all District Roads officers to favourably
consider the requests of road maintenavee men for forage allowance, especially in cases where the
length of road supervision necessitates the use of horse or horse and vehicle ?

Mr. O’Sullivan answered,—I can make no definite promise until 1 ascertain the views of my
responsible officers upon this suggestion, which shall be obtained. 1 will then communiecate with

the Honorable Member.

4.} Experiments at the Coast Hospital, Little Bay:—1Ir. Ross asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
Is it troe that the Board of Jlealth has recently been carrying on a series of experiments on
patients suffering from Jeprosy aé the Little Bay or Coast Hospital, and subjecting thew 1o
series of inoculations by a leprosy serum method devised by one Dr. Juan de Dios Carrasquilla, of
Bogota, and said by him to have proved successtful in a number of caees; if so, what has been
the result of such experiments, and will he cause a report of the same to be laid upon the Tuble of
this Honse ?

Sir William Lyve answered,—The serum treatnent referred to was commenced in November,
1897, and concluded in July, 1893 ; it had no effect either on the disease or the general health of
the patients. It was described in an Appendix to the Annual Report on Leprosy in New South
Wales, dated 14th August, 1899, which has been printed, but not as o Parliamentary paper.

5.) Services of Railway Officials during receni Snowstorm:—Dr. Ross asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—Je it the intention of the Railway Commissioners to in any way reward the valuable
and heroic servicos rendered to the travelling public by the respective railway officials on the
‘Western line during the recent heavy fall of snew that occurred between Wallerawang, Bathurst,
and George’s Plains, more particularly the man who was twelve hours travelling on foot through
the deep snow, ab the peril of his life, between Tarana and Locksley, and also the man who on
horseback went from Bathurst to George’s Plains ? :

Sir William Lyne answered,—I am informed that the Commissioners have already acknowledged
the exceplional services of one of the feitlers, who has been rewarded by n donmation of £5,
accompanied by a letier of commendation; and although a number of employecs and others
rendered valuable eervice under trying circumstances, they are unaware of any other case which
merits spectal treatment such as that referred to.

6.) Report of Deputation on Effective Voting for the Wederal Senate :(—Mr. Meagher asked the
Colonial Secretary,—Ilas he any objection fo lay upon the Table the report of the recent
deputation that waited on him concerning the adoption of effective voting for tLe Yederal Senate?

Mr. See auswered.—1 will presently lay upon the Table a copy of the report of the deputation
referred to.

(17.) Committee on Claims — Mr. Watsen, for Mr. Holman, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Will he

bring in a Bill during this Session to establish a permanent Committee on claimeg, thereby avoiding
the need for appointing Select Committees?

Sir William Lyne answered,—1If the Ionorable Member intends that the permancnt Committee
referred 1o should be composed of Members of the House, it could be appointed as a Sessional
Committee on motion ; but it if is the intention to establish a tribunal ontside Parlinment, to
which claims against the Government must be remitied, an Act of Parliament will be required.

' {18.)
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(18.) The Unemployed :—Mr. Edden, for Mr. Arthur Griffith, asked the Seeretary for Public
‘Works,—1Is it his present intention to send any portion of the Sydney unemployed to Neweastle ?

Mr. O'Sullivan apswered,—It was my intention to send some of the Sydney unemployed to the
locality referred to, but, having reccived information that there are many unempioyed in the New-
castle District, I wiil not now send unemployed from Sydney, unless it 1s shown that a sufficiency
of labour cannot be obtained in the Newcastle District. I am endeavouring fio assist the electors
of New South Wales who are in necd of emplovinent without regard to their placo of abode.

(19.} Issue of Oyster Leases :—2fr. Carroll, for Mr. Price, nsked the Secretary for PPablic Works,—
(1.) Ts it a fact that friction exists between the officers of the Yarbours and Rivers Branch of tl
Works Department and the Fisheries Commissioners vver the issue of oyster lenses in positions
where such leases intorfere with harbour and river works P
(2.) Isit true that the Fisheries Board forwarded an insulting minute tv the officer in charge of
the Harboues and Rivers Branch of the Works Department; if so, what is the nature of such
minute ? ‘

(3.) Is he aware that it is estimnated that compensation to the amount of £3500,000 will be claimed
by the holders of oyuster leases for arens required in connection with harbour and river improve-
ments ; if not, what is the estimated amount of rompensation which will be required ?

(4.) 1s it intended to take steps to prevent friciion between the two Departments; if so, what
steps does he intend to take ? .

Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—There has been correspondence between the Fisheries Commissioners
and the Works Department, anik a difference of opinion undoubtedly exists regardine the iseue of
oyster leases which would interfere with the progress of works for harbour and river improve-
ments, and if the Heonorable Member will move for the production of the papers they can be
laid upon the Table of the House in the usual manner. As compensation would inevitably have
to be patd to the oyster lessces if any existing lease were cancelled, so as to admit of harbour
and river improvements being effectively carried oul, the only way out of the difficulty seems to
me to be for my honorable colleague, the Chief Secretary, to introduce a Bill to amend the Act
under which these leases are granted. '

Eanry Crosive Acr AMESDMENT BInt:—Mr. Hogue presented a Petition from certain residents
of the Colony of New South Wales, praying that the Eurly Closing Act be so amended that news
agents may keep open until a later hour—say, until 8 o'clock p.m., during which time they be
f)ermitted to sell household stationery, school requisites, and cheap hiterature.

elition received.

5. Mr. Perer  Beneesnr, Crvin Exeisger :—Mr. Garland presented a Petition from  Peter

Behrendt, Civil Engineer and Architect, BEdgecliff Road, Woollahra, representing that, on the
14th June last, the Prime Minister communicated to the House the contents of a Minute said to
have been furnished to him by My George McCredie, in charge of the disinfecting operations
earried on by the Governmenl in copuection with the plague, in which ihe following statement was
made in reference to Petitioner, viz. :—* Mr. Berrend, an inspector, was found incapable of carrying
“ out his duties the first day he was appointed, and was then placed in charge of the disinfectants,
“where he also proved dneapable, and was consequently dismissed ' ; that the adlegation that
Petitioner, having been appointed to the position of Inspector on the eaid works, was removed from
that position for incompetency s a false and libollous aspersion ; and praying the House will take
such steps as may scew fit to mquire into the premises, and enable him to elear his professional
reputation from the charges made seainst him.

Petition received.

Liguor Acr:—Mr, W, W, Young presented a Petition from Geo. 5. Raidon, Chairman of a
meeting of the Pheenix Lodge of Independent Order of Good Templars, held at Bathurst, praying
for the mmnendment of the Liquor Act =0 ns to provide, firstly, for a reduction of the hours of
sate in public-houges aud places held by wine Licensees, and, sceundly, to ensure more effective
Sunday closing,

Letition received.

Fiswerrrs Acr:—Mr. Norton presenied two TPetitions from certain licensed fshermen nnd
oystermen of the Hawkesbury River, Double Bay, and Sydney, stating that the law under which
Petitioners pursue their calling is unsatisfactory on various grounds in the Potitions set forth ;
and praying the House to take the earliest opportunity to pase info law an amended Fisheries 13ill
on the lines of that introduced in a former Session.

Petitions received.

Parers:—Mr. See laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Report of the Deputation that waited on the Colonial Seerctary concerning the adoption of
effective voling for the Federal Senate.
{2.) Report ot the Board of Inquiry into certain charges made against BMiss M. A, Fairbairn,
Matron of the Hospital for the Insave, Callan Park, together with Minutes of Evidence
and Exhibits, &e.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Muwicipar Drstricr or Ixvereny REvucep *Area Brun (Formael Aotion) :—Mr. Cruickshank
moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(1.) That the Municipal District of Inverell Reduced Area Bill be referred to a Scleck Committee
for consideration and report.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr Sce, Me Spence, Mr. Byrne, Mr, Austin Chapman,
Mr. Holman, Mr. Moore, Mr. Neild, Mr. Pyers, and the Maover.
Question pnt and passed. 10,
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10. Mrssaees FROM tHE GOVERNOR:— .
(1.) The following Message from His Excellency the Governor was delivered by Sir William Lyne, and
read by Mr. Speaker:—
Vote of Credit :—

BEATUCHAMEP, ' Message No. 49,

Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the
Governor recommends to the consideration of the Legislative Assembly that provision be made for
defraying the expenses of the various Departments and Services of the Colony for the months of
July and August, or following month, of the financial year ending 30th June, 1901, for the advance
to the Colonial Treasurer, and for Services to be hereafter provided for by Loan. ’
Government House,

Sydney, 24th July, 1900.

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of Supply.

(2.} The following Messages from His Ixcelleney the Governor were delivered by Mr, OFSullivan,’
and read by Mr. Speaker :—

(1) Port Kembla Harbour Act Amendment Bill .—

BEAUCHAMDP, Message No. 50.
Gorernor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constilution Act, the
Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making
provision to meet the requisite ¢xpeuses in conmection with a Bill fo amend the Port Kembla
Harbour Act, 1898, : ’

Government House,
Sydney, 24k July, 1900,

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill

(2.) Koorawatha to Grenfell Railwvay Act Amendment Bill:—

BEAUCHAMDP, Messuge No. 51
Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the
Governor recommends for ihe consideration of ihe Legislative Assembly the expediency of making
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to amend the Koorawatha to
Grenfell Railway Act, 1895, and the Public Works Act of 1883,

Gorvernment House,
Sydney, 21st July, 1900.

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

(3.) Thoe Rock to Green’s Gunyah Railway Act Amendment Bill:—

EEATUCHAMP, Messdge No. 52,
Governor,

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision te meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to amend The Rock to
Green’'s Gunyah Railway Act, 1898, and the Public Works Act of 1888.

Gorvernment House,
Sydney, 215t July, 1900,

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

(4.) Byrock to Brewarrina Railway Act Amendment Bill:—

BEAUCIIAMP, . . Message No, 53,
Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Copstitution Aet,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislutive Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to amend the
Byrock to Brewarrina Railway Act, 1898, and the Tublic Works Act of 1888,

Government House,
Sydney, 2Lst July, 1900.

Ordered to be reforred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

11. Mirss Exciveers Hours Reeurarroy Biry:—The Order of the Day having been read,—DMr.
Edden moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a seecond time.
On motion of Mr. Fdden, Mr. Speaker left the Chair; and the House resolved itself into a
Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the Bill.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported the Bill with amnendments.
On motion of Mr. lidden, the report was adopted.
Ordered, that the Bill be read a third time To-morrow,

E]
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12,

13.

14,

-186.

F.

Carrrar, Peyisumest Asonrrioxy Brrn:—The Order of the Day having been tead,—Mr. Haynes
moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued. '

Question put.

T'he House divided. . .

Ayen, 15, Nocs, 18,
Mr. Cook, Mr, Macdouald, Mr. Garland, " Mr. O'Conor,
Mr. Nialsen, Mr. Spenee, Mr. Lecs, Mr, Molesworth,
Mr, Newman, Mr, Kdden. Mr. Perry, Mr. Rigg,
Mr. Haynes, it Mr. Cruickshank, Mr, Nelson,
Mr, Ferguson, elera, Mr. Crick, Mr, Ewing,
Mr. MeGowen, Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr. Wood, Mr, Hurley.
Mr. Watson, Mr. Austin Choapman. Mr. See, Tollers
Mr. Moore, Mr. ITassall, TS
Mr. Bammnel Smith, Mr. Perry, Mr. Carroll,
Mr. W. W. Young, Mr. Goodwin, Mr, Waddell.
And so it passed in the negative,

On motion of Mr. Haynes, the Order of the Day was discharzed.

Ordered that the Bill be withdrawn. ,

SpaMry Acr AuwnvmeEyt Brnn:— ‘

(1.) The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Mr. Samuel Smith, Mr. Spenker left the
Chair, and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whele to consider the expediency of
bringing in & Bill to amend the Seamen Act of 1898,

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported that the Commiitee had come to a
resolution.
Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be now received.
The Chairman then reported the resoluetion, which was read a first time, as follows : —
Llesolved, —That 1t is expedient to bring in a Bill to amend the Seamen Act of 1898.
On motion of Mr. Smith, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.

(2.) Mxr. Smith then presented a Bill, intituled .4 Bill fo amend the Seamen dct of 1898, —
which was read a first time.

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 13th November.

Muxrcrpatiriss Acr or 1897 AMENpiNg Berr :—The Order of the Day having been read,—Mr.
Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into s Committea of the Whole for the further
consideration of the Bill. _

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair ; and the Chairman reported the Bill with amendments.
On the motion of Mr. J. C. L. ¥itzpatrick, the report was adopled.
Ordered, that the Bill be read a third time To-morrow.

Saywery's Trasway axy Biecrric Lrenting Biin :—The Order of the Day for the resumption
of the adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr. Carruthers, “ That thiz Bill be now read o second
time, "—postponed until Tuesday, 7th August.

Anr Usrors Acr Axevpyesy Binn:—The Order of the Day having been read,—Mr. O'Sullivan
moved, ‘That this Bill be now read a second time.

(Queation put and passed.
Bill read a second time. : .
On motion of Mr. O'Sullivan, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a
Committee of the Whole for the considerntion of the Bill.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported the Bill without amendment.
On mation of Mr. ('Sullivan, the report was adopted.
Ordered, that the Bill be read a third {ime To-morrow.
. AnrotryMEsT :—DMr. Sce moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at three minutes befure Ldeven o'clock, until To-morrow at
Four o'clock.

W. WHBE, WILLIAM McCOURT,

Clerk of the Legislative dssemdly. Speaker.
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FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

WEDNESDAY, 25 JULYF, 1500,

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair,

QUESTIONS : —
(L.} Bhelter-sheds for Unemployed : —Mr. Whiddon asked the Seeretary for Public Works,—
(L.} Have the shelter-sheds for the unempleyed been commenced yet?
(2.) If so, when will they be completed
(3.} If not commenced, what is the canse of the delay, and arc they intended for the winter or
summer geason P '

Mr, O'Sullivan answered,—~A recommendation for the work to be done has only just reached me,
and I have given instructions for the sheds to be erected without a day's delay.

(2.) Shelter-boxes for Tramway Flagmen :—Mr. Whiddon asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
Will he cousider the necessity for providing shelter-boxes for the flagmen on fhe tramway,
especially in such exposed places az Hunter-street, Campbell-strect, and Devonshire-street
Railway Yards, where these men have to stand in the goaking rain for many hours a day, having
no shelter whatever ?

Sir William Lyne answered,~The Railway Commissioners have furnished the following informa-
tion i—Flagmen are placed ab certain street intersections and crossings for the purpose of
protecting vehicular and other trafic. They could not properly perform their duties from shelter-
boxes. They are no more exposed than many other public employees, and are supplied with
waterproof clothing.

(8.) Adult Suffrage Bill :—Mr, Wilks asked the Colonial Treasurer,—In viow of the action of the
Secretary for lands, the Minister of Public Instruction, and the Postmaster-General voting for
the Member. for Argyle’s motion re womanbood sufirage on 17th July, will he at an early date
have the Adult Suffrage Bill iniroduced, to dissipate any suspicion of this great guestion being
shelved this Session ? ‘

Sir Willilam Lyne answered,—I will answer the Honorable Member's Question, although T think it
scarcely a proper Question to ask me. The fact of the Ministers mentioned having voted for the
mation stated is no reason why the Government arrangements for the conduct of business should
be altered, nor should the fact that T am unable to specify the exact date on which the measure
will be introduced arouse any suspicion in the minds of Honorable Members that the question will
be shelved. The Bill will be introdueed this Session.

(4.) Medals for Officers of Volunteer Forees :—Mr. Wadson, for Mr, J. C. L, Fitzpatrick, asked the
Colonial Treasurer,— .
(1.) Is he aware of the fact that officers of the Volunteer Forces entitled to V.D. medals, and men
eptitled to long-service medals, have not received same ?
(2.) Will he institute inquirica with the effect of discovering the cause for delay in their issue ?

?iz]']William Lyne answered,—The Major-Greneral Commanding the Military Forces reporfs as
'ollows :—

{L.) The V.I). cannot now be earned unless an officer has at least twenty years’ Volunteer Service,
ten of which must be spent in the Volunteer Service of Great Britain; but a *‘ Colonial Auxiliary
Porces Officers Decoration ” has been substituted in lieu, and when the Home Authoritics approve
of the regulation governing the issue of this decoration, same will be awarded. The regulations
to govern the “ Coloninl Auxiliary Forces Long Service Medal” are also awaifing approval of the
Home Authorities, The propoesed regulations for both cases were sent to the Principal Under
Secretary, on 15th December, 1599, and on the Gth instant I asked that the Agent-Geueral be
instructed to obtain and forward a number of medals and decorations, and that he inquire as to
reason of delay in approving regnlations.

(2.} Answered by (1). {5.
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(5.) Early Closing Act:—Dr. Ross asked the Minister of Publie Tnstruetion,—Is it any part of the
duty of female Inspectors under the Farly Closing Act to interfere with domestic servants engaged
in restaurants in the city, &e., by advising them to give up their situations in order to go to other
places that they may choose to recommend ?

Mr. Perry answered,—As domestic servants do not come within the provisions of the Early Cloging
Act, the inspeetors under that Act do not, nor have they any power to, advise them as suggested.

(6.} Uncuployed -—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Public Warks,—
{1.) The number of men now on the list of the unemployed who have served an apprenticeship to
any particular trade ¥ ‘
(2.) The number of men who have never been apprenticed or served an apprenticeship to any
particular trade, or, in other words, the number of skilled compared with unskilled labour seeking
tor employment ?
Mr, O’'Sullivan answered,—T have ascertained from the Superintendent of the Labour Bureau that
there are at present 81,000 names registered in the books, ¥53 per cent. of which represent
unskilled men, labourers, miners, &e., and the remaining 25 per cent. consist of tradesmen,
meehanical, professional, aud cleriecal men,

(7.) Banking work done by School Teachers :—Dr. Ross asked the Minister of Public Instruction,—
Will he see that steps are talken to abolish the system and loss of time incurred by the respective
teachers throughout the Colony acting in the capacity of banlkers or savings bank collectors, with
the view that the teachers may devote the whole of their time in carrying ou the duties, properly
speaking, belanging to the school, in place of Dbeing compelled to transaet a lot of petty clerical
work that elieuld come under the jurisdiction of the Post Office SBavings Bank ¥

Mr. Perry answered,—I am not prepared to doso. School Savings Banks serve the useful purpose
of inculeating habits of thrift, and their management does not interfere with the performance of
school work on the part of the teachers,

(8.} J. Barry's Contract for Railway Fencing --—Mr. Edden asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Did the Railway Commissioners, in March, 1899, accept the tender of Mr. J. Barry, of
Merewsther, to *“ repair the fence between 128 and 130 miles north, down side,” at rates estimated
to amount to about £10 per mile, or £70 for the total mileage to be dealt with?
(2.) Did J. Barry coraplete the above contrapt?
{3.) What amount has Barry received on the above contract?
{4.) What amount is still due to Barry for the sbeve contract ?

Sir Williain Lyne answered,—The Railway Commissioners have supplied me with the following
reply :—

(L} Yes. :

(2.) The fence was repaired where necessary hetween 126 miles 30 chains and 129 miles 7 chains?
(3.) £397s. 8d., less £3 18s. 9d. paid to George Broadbent on a Magistrate’s order.

(+) Nil.

(9.) Greater Sydney Conference :—Mr. Meagher asked the Colonial Seeretary,—
(1) What are the detnils of the item—£50, expenses in conneetion with the Greater Sydney
Conference, appearing in the Treasurer’s Advanco Account for May, 19007
(2.} Is he aware that the so-called report of the Greater Sydney Couference, which was sent to
Members of this House, has not been accepted by the Greater Sydney Conference ?
Mr. See answered,—
(1.} A sum of £350 was paid from the Treasurer's Advance Account on 3rd May, 1900, as a special
grant towards meeting the expenses of the Conference. Sir Matthew Harris explained that there
would be o difficultv in allocating these expenses among the Councils interested, and also that it
would be unfair to saddle the whole cost on the City Council.
(2.) T am not aware.

(10.) Hansard :—BMr. Haynes asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Can he see his way to publishing
]Iaﬂgard daily, with reports of speeches up to 12 af night, the same being done without additional
costr

Sir William Lyne answered,—1 have ascertained that Hansard could be published daily, with
reports of speeches up to midnight, without much additional cost as to composition, but, of course,
there would be exira deliveries to arrange and additienal sels of mwachining and binding for the
more frequent ixsue. The extra eost—the bulk of which weuld be evertime, which I understand
the Houge has recently strongly objecied to—may be fairly assessed at about £600 per average
Session of 120 days.

(11.) Historical Records of New Sonth Wales —Mr. Meagher asked the Minister of Publie
Instruction,—

(1.) What sum of money has been paid by the Government iz connection with the eompilation of
the Historical Records of New South Wales?
(2.) Who were the individuals employed on the work, and what amounts respectively have been
paid to each since the incoption of the work ?
(8.} What is the approxzimate time likely to elapse before the completion of the work, and the
approximate amount it will cost ¥
(4.) What financial arrangement exists with the Government ani the present comypiler ?
Sir William Lyne answered,—1t will take some time to prepave this information, which, when
compieted, will be Jaid upon the Table in the form of & retarn.

(12.)
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(12.) Clerlc of Petty Sessions, Gulgong :—Mr. Richards asked the Minister of Justice,—In view of
the fact that the duties of Clerk of Petty Sessions at Gulgong are carried out by the Sergeant of
Police, have steps been taken to supply an officer during the absence of the Sergeaut of Police
in pursuit of the Breelong murderers?

Mr. Wood answered,—TLe police remaining on tho station will attend to pressing matters. The
duties of the Clerk of Petty Sessions at this place are, however, very hght, but, if it e found
necessary, extra assistance will be sent,

(18.} MMining Registrar and Warden’s Clerk, Gulgong:—Mr. Richards asked the Secretary for
Mines,—Will he take steps to have an officer sent to Gulgoag to carry out the duties of Mining
Registrar and Warden’s Clerk during the absence of {he police officer entrusted with this responsible
duty, such oflicer being now engaged. in the bunt for the Breelong murderers, and so guard against
probable serious public inconvenience ?

Mr. Fegan answered,—Arrangements have aiready been made whereby the constable in charge of
the station will attend to any urgent mining business that may require attention during the
absense of Sergeant Steele. If the sergeant is likely to be away from the station for any
lengthened period, it is probable that the Justice Department will send an officer to transact Pelty
Sessions business, In-which case that officer would also attend to the mining work.

{14.) Tests of Black-trackers :—Mr. Richards asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) Regarding the conditions provided for testing the tracking capabilitics of black-trackers
engaged in connecction with the Police Forcs of the Colony, and in the case of long-service, at what
intervals are such tests repeated ?
(2.) In the case of candidates for the Mounted Police Force, is the question of qualification in
tracking set out in the conditions of candidature ?

Mr. See answered,—7The following answers have been supplied by the Inspector-General of Police,—
(1.) The only test applied is to judge of capabilities in tracking when out on service.
(2} No; but experienced bushmen ure selected as far as practicable,

(15.) Breelong Aboriginal Murderers:—Mr. Richards asked the Colonial Secretary,—In view of
tho dangerous character of the Breelong aboriginal murderers, and the fach of their having been
traced to the Wollar District, near Mudgee, will he consider the advisability of swearing in a
numbar of special police to guard women and children in the unprotected locality, and to accept
the service of expert bushmen resident in the locality who may offer to engage in the hunt, and
who may possess intimate knowledge of the haunts of the Wollar tribe of blacks ?

Mr. See answered,—The following information has been furnished by the Inspector-General of
Police :—Many private individuals have voluntarily given their serviees, A large reward 1s being
offered by the Government for the capture of the offenders, and all available police are concentrated
in the district. It would not boe practicable to provide special protection to every seftler in the
distriet. I may add that upwards of 100 pelice are now on duty in connection with this
unfortunate cate,

(16.) Railways and Tramways of the Colony :—Mr. Law asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) What was approximately the tolal capital cost of the railways and the iramways of the
Colony when the Railway Commissioners wero appointedin 18887
(2.) What was approximately the average inderest ehargeable on Ivans negotisted in conneetiou
therewith up to that date?
(3.) How many miles of tramway were open at that time ?
(4) How many miles of tramway are open at the preseut tine?
(5.) Hew many miles of railway were open in 1888 ?
(6.) How many miles of railway are there at the present date?
(7.) What was the total coet to the State for compensation, litigation, &e., in conuection with
accidents on the tramways of the Colony from the year 1888 up to the 31st December, 1899 ?
(8.) How many fatal accidents were tuerc in conncelion with the tramways from the year 1888
to the 31at December, 18997
(9.) What has been the total cost to date for litigalion, compensation, &c., in connection with
accidents on our tramway system to date for the current year ?
(10.) How many accidents have vceurred since the advent of the eleetric system, and what is the
numher that proved fatal ¥
Sir William Lyue answered,—T am informed by the Railway Commissioners that the information
asked for would invelve coensiderable labour to prepare, and would be a veluminous return.
Further, the information is already submitted in detail o Pariiament in the reports and returns
submitted by the Railway Commissioners. If tho Honorable Member wishes for the information
to be collated, he should move for it in the usual way in the form of a return. If he will take
that course, I shall offer no objeetion to the production of the return. -

(17.) Tram Aeccident to Officer of *“ Buvops V' —Ir. Haynes, for Mr. J. C. T.. Fitzpatrick, asked the
Colonial Treasurer,— .
(1.) Is it & fact, asstated in a metropolitan newspa%)er, that an accident happened recently wherchy
an oflicer of the visiting ship © Europa’ was mangled by an eleetric tram at the Circular Quay ?
(2.) Was any compensation paid the victim of this accident ; and, if so, what was the amount of
such compensation 7
Sir William Lyne answered,—1I am informed that—
(1.) A petty officer of LI.M.8, “ Katoomba” was injured by falling from a tram in George-street
oun the 14th April last; such injurics resulted in the loss of his foot, unfitting him for further active
service, and causing him to lese penmsion rights, &ec., to which he otherwire would have been
entitied.
(2.) A writ for £1,500 was served on the Railway Commissioners, but settlement was made fs)r
£600, (18.
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(18.) Roads Votes:—Mr. J. H. Young asked the Secretary for Public Worls,—
(1.) What amount of money voted for the roads for last financial year was transferred for
expenditure to dredge and other scrvices ot his Department?
(2.) What amount of same vote remained unexpended on the 30th June?

Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—
(1) £15,044 18s. 2d. Thiz amount was subsequently recouped for road expenditure from the
Treasurer's Advance Account.
(2) £1,643 3s. 9d.

- (19.) Railway from Gregra to Cudal :—Dr. Ross asked the Seeretary for Public Works,—
(L.) Has he yet arrived at any decision in regard to earrying out the extension of the railway from
Gregra to Cuadal ; if so, when, and why is tho matter being delayed ?
(2.} Does he intend to refer the matter to the Public Works Committee ; if so, when P

Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—Since answering the Honoorable Member's Question, on the 14th
Ddecember last, I caused an experienced and capable officer of the Department to make an exhaustive
report on this praposal, and ke came to the conclusion that the expenditure in constructing a line
of railway from Gregra to Cudal cannot be justified on either national or commercial grounds.
Notwithstanding all this, if the Honorable Member can supply me with information which will
controvert these views, I will consider the desirableness of submitting the proposed railway to the
Public Works Commiitee.

(20.) Railway from Woodstoek or Cowra to Canowindra:—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Public
Works,— .
(1.) Has he vet arrived at any decision in regard to the extension of the railway from Woodstock
or Cowra to Canowindra ; if so, when, and why is the matter being delayed ?
{2.) Does he intend to refer the matter to the Public Worke Committee ; if so, when ?

Mr, O’'Sullivan answered,—The matber is at present under consideration.

(21.) Conciliation and Arbitration Act:—2fr. J. H. Foung, for Mr. Hogue, asked the Minister of
Public Instruction,— : .
{1.) How many cases of dispute between employers and employed have been dealt with under the
existing Coneiliation and Arbitration Act since it came into operation ?
(2.) What were the particular cases so dealt with, and what was the result in each case?

Mr, Perry answered,— '

(1.) This Act eame into force on the 1st May, 1899, since when four cases have been dealt with
under its provisions.

{2.) (a)} ln the Lithgow Collieries dispute a conference was held, but without resulting in any
immediate settlement. () In the Pacific Co-operative Colliery dispute a public inquiry was held ;
the strife terminated some time after the eonclusions of the Court were published. (¢) In the
Bulli Colliery dispute the matters of differcnee were referred to arbitration, and the mine reopened
on the terms of the arbitrator’s award. (d) In the South Bulli Colliery dispute the mattern of
difference were referrcd to arbitration, the miners meantime returning to work, and they now
continue at work under the terms of the arbitrator’s award.

*

(22.) Lane Cove Yerry Service:—Mr. J. 71. Foung, for Mr. Hogue, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
Whether, in consideration of its convenience to passengers, he will permit the Lane Cove Ferry
Service to continue permanently to make Circular Quay its point of arrival and departure ?

Sir Wiliam Lyne answered,—This matter has almost constantly been urged by Mr. Howarth and
Mr. E. M. Clark, but the soveral reports which I have obtained in the matter are so emphatic as
to the danger of a eatastrophe ocewrring in the Quay, should the question bo decided in the
affirmative, that I am teluctantly compelled to refuse my sanetion.

(23.) Transfer of Public Officers to Federal Service :—Mr, Haynes asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Will he kindly inform the House what steps ho has taken, or proposes taking, with a view of
ensuring that a fair proportion ot the Public Officers who will be needed to form the staffs of the
Federal Ministerial Departments (i.c., Departments other than the transferred Services—such as
Customs, Telegraphs, &c.), shall be selected from among the Publie Servants of this Colony ?

(2.) Will be make public, as early as is conveniently possible, the method of procedure which
should be adopted by New South Wales Public Servants desivous of offering their services to the
Federal Government?

Sir William Lyne answered,—I am at present in consultation with the Law Officers of the Crown
o this matter. '

(24.) Dismigsal of Officers by Public Service Board :—Mr, Haynes asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
Referring to the following extract from the last Annual Report of the Public Service Board, viz..—
*“ The Board may, perhaps, be permitted to express their satisfaction that the Legislature has seen
“ fit to pass the Public Service (Superannuation) Act of 1899, by which many ex-Civil Servants, who
‘“were debarred by the terms-of the Civil S8ervice Act of 1884 and the Public Service Act of 1895
“from obtaining a pension, have now acquired that right. By this means cazes of hardehip which
“were caused by the operation of the Public Service Act of 1895 have been relieved,”—will he
indieate what obligation, either legal or moral, the Board were under to dismiss officers of long
serviee, with clean records, and in many cases but littls under 60 years of age, during the first year
of the ollemtion of the Public Scrvice Act, when such officers must thereby be deprived of their
pensions

Sir William Lyne answered,—The following information has been supplied by the Public Service

Board :—There seems to be some misconeeption on the part of the Honorable Member as to the

objects contomplated Dby the Public Scrvice Act, Section 8 of that Act provides, infer alia, that
113 if



149

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
- 26tk July, 1900,

“if the Board shall at any time find that a greater number of persons is employed in any Depart-
“ment than it may determine to be necessary for the efficient working thereof, such peraons as are
‘“in excess may (if practicable) be transferred to any other Department which in the opinion of the
‘ Board requires additional assistance, and if the persons so found to be in excess cannot be usefully
“and profitably employed in any other Department, their services shall be dispensed with, subject
“{o the provisions of section 60 bereof.” It, therefore, does not follow that, because the services of
any officer were dispensed with in accordance with the provisions of the section quoted, anything
could be urged apainst his character or record. 1t simply indicated that s services were
not at the time required, or, in other words, that in the interesiz of the State the number of
persons employed could safely be curtailed. As vacancies subsequently occurred, advantage was
token by the Public Service Board of the powers eontained in section 72 to recommend the
reappointment of many of these whose services had been previously dispensed with. :

(23.) Adult Suffrage Bill:—Mr. Nielsen asked the Colemial Treasurer,—In view of the fact that
South Australia, New Zealand, and Western Australia have adopted adult suffrage, that the
Legislative Assembly of Vietoria has passed an Adult Suffrage Bill, and that the Premiér of
Queensland has given a definite promise to introduce an Adult Suffrage Bill in that Colony at
once, will he say definitely when be will introduce a Bill to confer the franchise upon the women
of New South Wales, so that this, the Mother Colony, may not be altogether behind the
neighbouring Colonies in this most important reform ?

Sir Wiiliam Lyne answered,—1It is impossible to state the exact date, a8 that must depend upon
the progress of other measurcs ; but the Bill will be introduced this Session.

(26.) Painting of Public Buildinge by Day-labour:—Mr. Neild asked the Secretary for Public
Works,— '
(1.) 1s it intended that the painting of the large public buildings shall be executed by contract or
by day-labour ?
(2.) Is it a fact that the necessary plant for the exeeution of the work by day-labour is in the
hands of the Government Architect’s Department ?

Mr. ’Sullivan answered,—

(1.) This has not yet been deeided, but I will determine the matter so soon as funds have been
provided for the purpase. .

(2.) There is sufficient plant available to earry out existing works, but if it be determined to
exceute all the painting required by day labour further plant will have to be procured.

(27.) Amendment of Civil Service Act, 1884, and Public Service Act, 1895 :—Mr. Kidd asked the
Attorney-General,—Js it his intention to redeem his promise to bring in a Bill to amend the Civil
Service Act of 1884 and the Public Service Act of 1395, for the purpose of enabling refired Public
Servants, as well as those who may be retired, with broken periods of service, to claim gratuity or
pension on account of service rendered prior to brenk, as was done in the cases of some Public
Nervants who had been retired before the opinion was given against such practice by the then
Attorney-General, Mr. Want ?

AMr. Wood answered,—My henorable colleague proposes to introduce an amending Public Service
Bill this Session which wiil contain a provision dealing with this matter.

(28.) Whart, Woolleomoonloo Bay :—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) On what date was the question of crecting a new wharf in Woolloomooloo Bay referred by
this Hounse lnst Session to the Public Works Committee ?
(2.} On what date was the inquiry begun, and on whate date was it closed ?
(8.) On what date was the report of the Committee presented to this Ifouse ?
(4.) The total number of witnesses examined at the inquiry, and the average number at each
meeting? -
(6.) The reason for the prolengation of the inquiry ?

Mr. See nuswered,—

{1.) 22nd Decembher, 1899.

(2.) The ioquiry was opencd on 19th January, 1300, and closed on 27th April, 1900, but no
evidence was taken after the 2nd February, 1000.

(3.) 12th June, 1900, the date of the opening of the present Session.

(4.) Thirteen witnesses; on an average, two witnesses were examined at each meeking.

(5.) The inquiry was not unduly prolonged. The taking of evidence was concluded on 2nd
February, 1900, but as o report could not be presented to Parliament until the opening of the
Session (12th June, 1900), the consideration of the report was postponed, and the consideration of
other works proceeded with,

(29.) Governor of New South Wales:—Mr. Norton asked ihe Colonial Treasurer,—Has any
communication been received from the Secretary of State for the Colonies regarding the present
or future Governor of New South Wales after the Commoniwealth of Austm}ig is.establisbed;
and, if so, when is it intended to present to this House a copy of such communication, together
with the reply therete, and the correspondence arising thereon ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—A communication was reccived sometime since; but it is of a
confidential nature ?

(30.) Evidence of Public Works Committee :—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial Secretary,—After
all the witnesses have been examined on a proposed publicrwork by the Tublic Works Committec,
what i the course of procedure followed by that body before the report is ready for presentation
to this House ? ;

P . Mr,

swe e —— -
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Mz, See answered,—At the close of the evidence in an inquiry notice is given that on a future
day, the day being stated in the notice, the evidence shall be considered by the Committee with a
view to reporting on the subject of the inquiry to the Legislative Assembly; and the evidence
having been considered accordingly, a resolution is adopted that it is expedient or, as the case may
be, inexpedient that the proposed work be carried out.” The report is then framed on the basis of
that resolution, and subsequently submitted to the Committee, by whom the clanses are considered
seriatim. After the report is adopted, the Chairman is authorised to sign it for preseutation to
the Legislative Assembly.

(3L.) Bulliand Kogarah Companies of the 8th Regiment:—Mr, Norton asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1. How many of the members of the Bulli and Kogarah Companies of the 8th Regiment have
been supplicd with uniforms ?

(2.) What contractor supplied the uniforms?
(8.) 'What was the contract price of each uniform ?
(4.) Of what articles do the uniform consist ?

Mr. Sce answered,—The following information has been furnished by the Major-General
Commanding the Military Tforces . — .

(1.) 141 enits of uniform have been supplied to date.

(2.) Mr. C. Anderson, 30, Oxford-street.

(3.) £211s. 0d.

(4.) Field-service jacket, ficld-service trousers, field-service hat, fleld-service cap.

(32.) Lieulenanis James and Saunders, Kogarah Company, 8th Regiment:—Mr. Norton asked the
Colonial Secretary,—
(1) Is it not true that Lieutenants James and Saunders, of the Kogarah Company of the 8th
Regiment—Irish Rifles-—have openly quarrelled before the men at drill ?
(2.) Is it not true that one or both of these lisutenants have asked the police to take the other in
charge for using violent or offensive language ?
(38.) Have not the quarrels of these two lieutenants been frequently referred to in the local

apers ?

(4.) Will he fake steps to ferminate the scandal caused by the misconduct of these two
lisutenants ? ’
Mr. See answered,—The following information has been furnished by the Major-General
Commanding the Military Forces:— - .

(1 and 2.) Noreport to this effect has been received.
(3.) Not aware of any reference having been made in local papers regarding these officers,
(4.) No misconduet on the part of those officers hias been reported.

(33.) Machinists" Assistants, Government Printing Office:—DMr. Norton . asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—
(1) Is he aware that there are men employed in the Government Printing Office, claszed as
machinists’ assistants, who have been working there during the past four years, and yet are only
receiving wages al the rate of £1 per week ?
(2.) If s0, are not these men performing skilled labour for which 7s. per day is the usual rate of
pay ?
Sir William Lyne answered,— _
(1.). There is only one machine assistant with four years’ service who is paid at the rate of £1 per
week, viz., Robert Myles, aged 22 eniered the offico 30th QOctober, 1893, as feed boy, at 28 per
diem, subsequently increared to 20s. per weck in his present position on 22nd February, 1897 ;
recommended on 21st May Iast for an increase of 5s. per week, to date from 1st January of this
year—not yet approved.
(2.) No.

(34.) Placemen in Parliament:—Mr. Norton asled tho Colonial Treasurer,—Will he lay upon the
Table of this House a copy of the leading article on “ Placemen in Parliament,” that was printed
in the Sydney Daily Telegraph last week, so that it may be in tho possession of every 1lonorable
Member when considering a proposal to amend the law on the subject ?

Sir Williamn Lyne answered,—T hardly think it is necessary to lay a copy of the article referred to
upon the Table, as the newspapers are filed in the House for the ‘convenience of 1lonorabls
Members.

(35.) Inquiry by lioceal Land Boards :—Mr. Chanter asked the Seerctary for Lands,—
(1) Ts he aware that considerable dissatisfaction cxists amongst the numerous ajpplicants for
homestead sclections, &c., at the inquisitarinl method of inquiry adopted by Land Boards?
{(2.) Have any specific instructions heen issued by his Department to the vurious Tand Boards as
1o the mode of inquiry, or as to the questions they ask applicants in public court as to their
finaneial positions ?
(8.) If wo, will he lay a copy of such upon the Table of the House ?

Mzr. Hassall answered.— ‘
(1.) I am not aware that considerable dissatisfaction exists; but probably some dissatisfaction does
exist. It should not, however, be overlooked that those who obiect ta inguiry are sometimes those
in connection with whom inquiry is most cxpedient. Applications from about 300 persons were
recently successfully dealt with by the Wagzga Wagea Tand Board, and, judging from articles in
the Wagga Wagga Advertiser of the 23rd and 30th of Jast month, the new arrangements were
accepted ag much in advance of the previous ballot system. A communication was made to the
Chairman of the Land Board in connection with this matter, and I have had a copy made of his
reply for the Honorable Member’s perusal, )

(Zand 3.) )



151

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THI LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
256tk July, 1900.

<

(2 and 3.) No. The Department would not have been warranted in directing the Land Boards ;
but, with 2 view to some uniformity of action, it was arranged that as many of the Chairmen as
possible sheuld meet together in the Departinent, and excliange views before the new regulations
ware introduced. The following resolutions were adopted by the Conference, and all Chairmen
placed in possession of them :—1. That the primary object is te place upon the land the applicant
most qualified to use the land to the best advantage. 2. The person able to proceed with the
conversion of the land into a state of productivencss shall be considered more eligible than one
who cannot. 8 That other qualifications being equal, the applicant who does not possess pastoral
or agrieultural lands shall have priority over an applicant who possesses pastoral or agricultural
landa. 4. Applicants who have made conditional purchases or conditional leases, and have dispos.
sessed themselves of the same, shall be generally considered less eligible than applicants who have
not done go. 5. That, being equal in other respects, the elnims of applicants who are married, and
especially those who have families, shall be deemed more eligible. 6. That unmarried women be
considered Jess eligible than male persons or widows. 7. An applicant who, having been suceersful
at a former ballot, subsequently withdraws his application, to be deemed less eligible. 8. An
applicant whose previcus application was disallowed, because the Board was not satisfied with the
bona fides, to be deemed less eligible. 9. An alien who declares his intention to become a
naturalized British subject shall be considered less eligible than a British born or naturalized
applicant. 1¢. Youths and aged persons, as well as those least physically capable of using the
land, should be considered less eligible than more capable persons.

(‘i(jﬂ)f .T]; Harrison’s Contract for Railway Siecpers:—Mr. Norton asked the Secretary for Public
orks,—
{1.) Did a person named J. Harrison obtain a contract for the supply of sleepers for the Dubbo-
Coonamble railway line ? ’
(2.) If so, is Harrison's contract ecompleted, and the money paid over?
(8.} Tait true that the Government has deposited £1,250 at the Bank of New South Wales to the
credit of the contractor; and is it true that a letfer, addressed to Harrison (presumably notifying
him to this effect}, is laying unclaimed at Dubbo Post Ottice ?
(4.) Is he nware that J. Harrison is identical with a person named W. Handover ; and has he any
knowledge that Handover belongs to the firm of Ewers and Handover ?
(3.) Tsit true that a number of sleeper-getters complain that they cannot get a settlement of

their wages for Jabour done from this firmn ?

Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—

(1) Yes.

(2.) The contract has been completed, and the final voucher was sent to the Treasury for payment
on 22nd June,

(3.) £1,250 have been paid into the Australian Joint Stock Bank, Dubbo. I am nob aware of
any letter addressed to J. Harrison lying unclaimed at Dubbo Post Office.

(4.) I am not aware that Ilarrison is identical with W. Handover, but 1 believe W. Handover
belongs to the firm of Ewers and Handover.

(5.) Statements to that' effect were made to me by a deputation of sleeper-getters, and I at once
informed them that if they would organise themselves into a society and appoint a representative
I would give them contracts whiech would make them independent of the middle-men.

. Liguor Acrt:—3r. Dick presented a Petition from Richard Morrison Bowles, Chairmnn, and J.

Downey, Secretary, of the Ministers’ Association of Newcastle, praying for the amendment of
the Ligquor Act, 80 as to provide, firstly, for a reduetion of the }}iours of sale in public-houses
and places held by wine licensces, and, secondly, to ensure more effective Sunday closing.

Petition received.

Surpay Traniwg :—DMr. Dick presonted a Petition from ceriain members and adherents of Hunter-
street Presbyteriau Church, Newcastle, praying that the laws with regard to the cbservance of
the Sabbath be enforced, and more stringent legislation passed, if necessary, to cope with the
existing evils and minimise the danger to the rising generation.

Petition received.

FrsuemiEs Act:—Mr. Norton presented a Petition from certain licensed fishermen and oystermen
of Coogee, Waverley, Rushcutter's Bay, and Randwick, stating that the law under which
Petitioners pursue their calling is unsatisfactory on various grounds, in the Petition seb forth;
and praying the ITouse to take the earliest opportunity to pass into law an amended Fisheries 1ill
on the lines of that introduced in a former Session. -

Pelition received.

Papers :—Mr. Hassall laid uwpon the Table,—Minute by the Chairman of the Wagga Wagga Land
Board respecting the applications for the Sandy Creek Homestend Selections.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.
Sir William Lyne laid upon the Table,—
(1.} Return showing annual cest of maintenance and total carnings of Guols of the Colony.
(2.) Return respecting the Professional Staff; Lands and Works Departments,
(8.} Extract from a memorandum eommunieated to the Premier of New South Wales, after the
Conference with the Colonial Premiers assembled in Toondon in July, 1897, respecting clause 73
of the Draft Australian Commonwealth Bill, Adelaide, 1897.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.
Mr. Sce laid upon the Table —
(1.) Report of the Iire Brigndes Board, Sydney, for the year 1899.
(2.) By-laws of the Borough of Jamberoo.
;?) Reply of the Hospital Committce to the Official Report on the Muanagement of ihe Molong
Hospital, ’
(4) List of Subscribers to the Molong ospital during the year 1899,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee. 6.
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6. Mixrs Exerxerrs Hours Resunatior Bint (Formal Order of the Day);—on motion of Mr. Edden,

read o third time, and passed. )
Mr. Edden then moved, That the Title of the Bill be * An det o requlate the hours of labour for
Hoisting. Engineers in the Colony of New South Wales.”

Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Bill be carried to the Legislative Counecil with the following Message :—

Mr. PrestoEN®,—

The Legislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, intituled “ An det fo regulate the
Rours of labour for Hoisting-Engineers tn the Colony of New South Wales,”—presents the same to
the Legislative Council for its concurrence. .

Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Sydney, 25tk July, 1900.

7. Prosecurions anp Coxvicrioxs uxper EsrLy Crosivg Acr (Formel Moiion) :—Dr. Ross moved

pursuant to Notiee, That there be laid upon the Table of this House a return showing,—

(1.) The number of prosecutions and convietions that have taken place up to the present date
under the Early Closing Act. .

(2.) The clauses under which the respective prosecutions and convictions took place.

(3.) The amount of fines inflicted in each case respectively, distinguishing defenrded from
undefended cases. :
(4.) The number of inspectors (male and female) appointed under the Farly Closing Act in
Sydney and suburbs and in country districts, and the amount of salary paid to each reapectively.
Question put and passed.

8. PosrronmuEeNTs :—The following Orders of the Day postponed until Tuesday, 2nd October :—

(1.) Medical Practitioners Amendment Bill ; second reading.

(2.) Fire Insurance Policies Bill; second reading.

(3.) Licensed Tied Houses Bill ; consideration in Committee of the Whole of the expediency of
bringing in a Bill dealing with principles of freedom of trade and contract in respect of bonds
taken by brewers over the licensecs of publie-houses.

9. Staxrorp Coat-MiNe Ratnway Brin:—The following Message from His Excelleney the Governor

was delivered by Sir William Lyune, and read by Mr. Speaker:—
BEAUCHAMP, i Message No, 54,

Gorernor.

A Bill, intituled * An Aot fo enalle Samuel Olift, of East Maitland, in the Colony of New
South Wales, Henry Jokn Adams, of Ozford Downs, in the Colony of Quecnsland, and Henry
Trenchard, of Sydney, in the said Colony of New South Wales, to construct a railway from the Heddon
and Stanford Grete Coal-mines to a line constructed by the East Greta Coal-mining Company
(Limited), under the provisions of the Silkstone Coal-mine Railway Act of 1889 and the Silkstone
Coal-mine Reailway Act Amending Act of 1892 —as finally passed by the Legislative Couneil and
Assembly, having been presented to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in
the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legis-
lative Council, to be forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Government Fouse,
Sydney, 25tk July, 1900.

10. Svseeysiow or Stavpixg QrDERS:—

(1.) Sir Wiliam Lyne moved, without Notice, That it is a matter of urgent and pressing necessity
that the House should forthwith consider the expediency of equipping and despatehing a Military
Foree for service with the Imperial Army in China.

Question put and passed.

(2.) Sir William Lyne then moved, without Notice, That so much of the Standing and Sessional
Orders be suspended .as would preclude the consideration and passing, withous Notice, of a
resolution respecting the expediency of cquipping and despatehing a Military Yorce for service
with the Imperial Army in China.

Dehate cnsued.
Question put.
The House divided.

Agyes, 59. Noes, 5,
Mr. Reid, Mr, Goodwin, My, 8leath, Mr. Wilson,
My, Piddington, Mr, Pyers, Mr. Bassall, My, Norton,
Mr, See, Mr. Ross, LIr. O'Counor, Mr. Wright.
Mr. Perry, Mr. Kidd, Mr. Crnickshank, Tellers
Mr. Hawthorne, My, Anderson, Mr. Nicholson, 4
Mr, Wood, Mr., Watkins, Mr. Samuel Smith, Mr, Jwnes Thomsen,
Sir William Lyna, Mr, Thomus Fitzpubrick, Mr. Gormly, My, Miller.
Mr, O’Sullivan, Mr. Dight, Mr. Cohen,
Mr. Hurley, Mr, Edden, My, Fegan,
Mr, Gillies, Mr. Huynes, Mr. Quinn,
Mr. Meagher, Myr. Wilks, Mr. Ashton,
My, O'Connor, Mr. Moore, Mr. Cook,
My, Garland, Mr, MeGowen, Mr. E. M. Clark,
Mr. Brunker, Mr, Waddell, Mr. Millard,
Mr, Neild, My, Henry Clnrke, Mr, Carroll.
Mr. Mshony, Mr, W. W. Young, ler
Dr. Grabam, Mr. Niclsen, . Lellers,
Mr. Jesscp, Mr. Cumn, Mr. Watson, -
Mr, Reymond, Mr. Law, My, Augtin Chapman.
Mr. Alexander Campbell, Mr. J, B, Young,
Mr. W. W, Davis, Mr. Archibald Cumplell,

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 1L,
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11. Mrurrary ForeE ror Service 1x Cmiws:—8ir William Lyne moved, * That” this House is of
opinion that New South Wales should equip and despatch a Military Force for service with the
Imperial Army in China,

Mr. Carruthers moved, That the Question be amended by leaving out all the words after the first
word ‘* That” and inseriing the words “ whilst Joyally in sympathy and accord with the action of
“ the Imperinl Authorities in protecting Imperial interests in° China with the Naval and Military
“ Forces of the Xmpire, this Houso is of opinion that, at the present juneture, no emergency has
“hurirsen o warrant the despatch of any portion of the Forces of this Colony to China.”—instead
thereof.

Question proposed,—That the words propased to be left ont stand part of the Question.

Deobate enaued.

And the House continuing to sit #ill after Midnight,—
THURSDATY, 26 JULY, 1900, s

Question,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,—put and passed.
Original Question put,—That this Houso is of opinion that New South Wales should equip and
despateh a Military Force for service with the Imperial Army in China.

The House divided.

Aves, 56. Noes, 7
Mr. Wise, Mr. Hurley, Mr. L, M. McLanghlin,
Bir William Lyne, Mr. Anderson, Mr, Whatkins, Mr. Hogue,
Mr. Sce, Mr. Thomus Fitzpntrick, Mr, Price, Mr, Norton,
Mr. Fepan, M. Henry Clarke, Mpr. Gormly, Mr. Wright,
Mr. Hagsnll, Mr, Ross, Mr. Wilson, Mr, Henry Chapmon.
My, O'Sullivun, Mr. Dight, Mr. Phillips, Tl
Mr. Perry, Mr. Samnel Smith, Mr. Spence, FLLers,
Me. Dacey, M. McefGowen, Mpr. Hughes, M. Miller,
Me. W. W. Davis, My, Dick, My, Edden, Mr. Haynes
Mur. Genrland, M. Grillies, Mr. Whatson,
Mr. Willis, Mr. Wood, Mr. Carroll,
My, Brunker, M. Cook, Mr. Sawers,
M. Jessep, Mr. W. W. Toung, Mr. Ferguson,
1r. Ross, Mr. Bwing, My, J. C. L. Fitzpatrick,
Mr. Goodwin, Me. Barnes, Talier
Mr. Archibald Campbell, Mr. Millard, 8
Mr. I’yers, Mr. Cruicksbank, Mr. Richards,
Mr, Reymeond, Mr. Rose, Mr. Meaghor.
Mr. Alexander Campbell, Mr. Sleath,
Mr. . Clavke, Mr. Cann,

And =o it was resolved in the aflirmative.

12, Comar 10 Wrroawsta Rarnway Binn:—Mr. O'Sullivan moved, pursuant to Notiee, That this
House will, to-morrow, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency
of bringing in a Bill to sanction the construction of a line of railway from Cobar to 'Wileannia,
to athorise the transfer of cortain Crown lands revenue to the account of the receipts of the said
line ; to amend thie pravisions of the Public Werks Act of 1888, so far as they relate to the duty of
the Constructing Authority to make and maintain feneces along tho said line of railway; to
anthorise the construction of the said line on public roads; and for other purposes.

Question put and passed.

13. PORYPONEMENTS :— )
(1.) The remaining Government Business on the Paper, until To-morrow,
(2.) The Order of the Day of General Business for the third reading of the Municipalities Act of
1897 Amending Bill, until To-morrow.

14. Ant Urrows Acr AMENDMENT Brin:—The Order of the Day having been read,—Mr. O’Sullivan
moved, That thir Bil be now read a third time,
Fuestion put and passed.
1311] read a third time, and, on motion of Mr. (FSullivan, passad,
Mr. O'Sullivan then moved, That the Title of the Bill be™* dn det to Amend the Art Unions Aot
of 1850." )
Question put and passed.
Ordered, that tho Bill be returned to the Legislative Couneil with the following Messare :(—

Mz, PRESTOENT,— .
The Legislative Assembly having this day agreed to the Bill, intibuled ** An Act 7o amend the
Art Unions Aet of 1850, —returns the same to the Legislative Council without amendment. ‘
ZLegislative Assembly Clhamber,
Sydney, 26t July, 1900, a.m.

15. Apsovryment:—Sir William Lyne moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debato ensued.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at seventeen minutes before Four o'clock am., until Tour
o'clock p.an. This Bay.
W, WEBB, : - WILLIAM McCOURT,
Clerk of the Legislative dssembly. Speaker.
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FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT,

- THURSDAY, 26 JULT, 1900,
1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

QUESTIONS :—

(1.) Reduction of certain Salaries under the Constitution Act:— M. Carroll, for Mr. Norton, nsked
the Colonial Trensurer,— ’
(1) On what date were the salaries solemmly secured by the Conslitution Act, as a consideration
for the grant of self-government to the Colony, to the holders of certain Ministerial offices and to
the Auditor-General reduced ? '
{2.) pWaa such reduction made by Orders-in-Council; and, if so, are the reduced salaries still being
paid ? '
(3.} Will he Jay upon the Table of this House a copy of all minutes, roports, and other papers
relating to this interference with the Constitntion Act by Esecutive Authority ?
Sir Willinm Lyne answered,— .
(1 and 2.} SBome years back, when the salaries of all public officers in receipt of over £200 per
annum were reduced by 10 per cent. of the amount in excess of £200 per annwin, the Ministry of
the day agreed fo their own salaries being similarly treated, the reductions taking effect as from
1st January, 1893. The salaries of subsequent Dinistries have been paid at the reduced rates.
(8.) No papers baving reference to the agreement arrived at'by the Ministry in power in 1893 to
aceept reduced salaries can be traced ; but a copy of a minute ralsing the question of the rates of
Mimsterial salaries when the next Governmeut (that formed by Mr.——afterwards the Right
Honorable—G. H. Reid} came into office will be laid upon the I'able presently.

(2.) Schome for Coastal Defence by Major-General French :—Mr. Qarroll, for Mr. Macdonald,
asked the Colonial Preasurer,— o '
(1) Has any sum been paid by either the late or the present Government to Major-General
French on account of his scheme for constal defence ? '
(2.) If o, what was the amount ?
(3.) Was the sum charged againgt the Consolidated Revenue Fund or against the Loan Vote ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—
{1.) No.
{2 and 3.) Answered by No. 1.
(3.) Lee-Enfleld Rifles :— Mr. Carroll, for Mr, Macdonald, asked the Colonial Secrotary,—
(L) What is approximately the number of Lee-Enficld rifles and carbines now in ithe Colony ?
(2.) How many of these have been issued to the Defonce Force ?
(8.) What is approximately the number of rounds of -303 ball cartridges now in the Colony?

Mr, See answered,—It is not usual to answer Questions of this description; but in this particular
case I have no objection to do so :~- ’ :

(1.) 5,949,

(2.) Practically all.

(8.) 3,462,389, exclusive of what iz in charge of regiments.

(4.) South Bulli Arbitration Case :—Mr. Nicholson asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) Having in view the recent award given by Judge Murray in the South Bulli arbitration
case, does he intend to submit section 38 of the Coal-mines Regulation Act to counsel for
interpretation ? ‘
(2.) If not, what course does he intend to pursue?

Mr. Fegan answered,~—Judge Murray’s finding is only the opinion of an arbitrator, and is there-
fore mot binding in law, so far as the weighing clause of the Conl-mines Act is concerned. The
matter will, however, be submitted to the legal advisers of the Crown as to whether they agree
with Judge Murray’s interpretation of the clause. Ty
&)
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(5.

6

) Funeral Trains fo Sutherland Cemetery :—Mr. Nicholson asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

(1.} Why do the Railway Commissioners refuse to allow funeral trains to run directly into the
General Cemetery at Sutherland ? .

(2.) Was not this siding constructed for the express purpose of running funeral corteges into the
cemetery ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—I am informed that the Railway Commissicners have not refused
to allow funeral 1rains to run into the Sutherland Cemetery. The initiation of the train service
hag been waiting the completion of the siding and necessary bailding. It was arranged yesterday
for tho train service to come into operation at once.

.) Site of the Federal Capital —"Mr. Rose asked the Colonial Treasnrer,— )
(1.} If the opinion be sustained that the Tederal Execcutive muost transact Federal business, prior
to the opening of the Parliament in Melbourne, © at the seat of Grovernment, distant not less than
100 miles from Sydney,” doos he propose to ask the New South Whales Parliament, upon the
completion of Mr. Oliver’s report, to recommend fo the Federal Exceutive a site for such seat of
Govermment ?

(2) If ro, and should the nomination be a Government measure, will he consider the advisableness
of arriving at a sclection by an exhaustive ballot?

Sir William Lynec answered,—T intend to refer Mr. Oliver's report, when received, te Parliament,
but I cannot, until I reccive the report, say what course the Government will ask Parliament to
take.

(7)) Erection of Dwellings, Kew South {ead Road :—2MMr. Fdden nsked the Colonial Trensurer,—

(8

In view of the fact thut the Public Health Act gives power to prevent the erection of dwellings
upon insanitary areas, will the Grovernment take steps to delay the proposed erection of dwellings
upon certain ground alongside the New South Head Road, nesr Double Bay, which was formerly a
Chinaman's garden, and which is practically a swamp, until the land in question kas been properly
drained and prepared for building purposes?

Sir William Tiyne answered,—Building on the land referred fo has been prevented, in accordance
with the Public Health Act, by a proclamation dated 24th November, 1899, cxcept under com-
pliance with conditions which, in the opinion of the Board of Ifealth, will render such building
unobjectionable. :

.} Shipment of Coal at Neweastle :—Mr. Dick asked the Colonial Treasurer —

(1.} What was the total number of tons of coal shipped at Neweastlo during the last five years?
(2.} What was the total net profit which accrued to the Railway Department thereon ?

Sit William Lyne answered,—I am informed by the Railway Commissioners that the coal shipped
at Neweastle and amounts received by the Railway Commissioners for the past five years were :—

Tons. Ireight.
1595 wo 1,948,633 £85,202
1896 <o 1,899,107 78,824
1887 .. 2,332,503 98,627
1898 e 2,375,959 101,683
1599 . . 2,620,126 110,734

Railway accounts are mot preparcd to show separately the loss or profit on each description of

. oods carried, but it may be pointed out the average amount per ton received for the carringe of

the eoal was 10d., and as this covers the cost of terminals and shipment, as well as running
full and empty an average of 17 miles, the rates ruling must be considered to be most reason-
able, and they compare most favourably with rates under similar conditionsin England, where the
circumstances such as the volume of traffie, cost of handling, &c., would appear to warrant lower
rates. A substantial reduction was mado in the Newecastle District operating from the beginning
of the present year, the reductions during the past ten years equalling over £20,000 per annum
on the present business.

(9.) Rifle Range at Forbes :—Afr. Carroll, for Mr. Reymond, asked the Colonial Secretary,—When

will the Rifle Range at Forbes be ready for use ?

Mr. See answered,—It cannot at present be stated. The Military autlorities have been
communicating with officers concerned in the maiter,

(10.) Men Employed on Relief Works :—Mr. Ewing asked the Secretary for Public Works,—

a

(1.) What is the number of men employed on relief works in the Colony ?

(2.) Upon what works are they employed ?

(8.) How many registered at the Bureau are awaiting employment ?

Mr. O’Sullivan answered,—This information can be prepared in the form of a refurn, and laid
upoen the Table of the House, it moved for in the usual way. Inthe meantime I may say that the
unemployed are only engaged on useful, substantial, and durable work.

1.) Employees on the Pysmont Bridge :—a/y. Carroll, for Dr. Samuel Smith, asked the Seeretary

for Public Works,— .

(1.) Is he aware that the employees on the Pyrmont Bridge are required to work seventy hours

per week for four weeks, and eighty-four hours per week for two weeks? '

(2.) Will he make such arrangements for the employment of extra workmen so that {he maximum

number of hours of any employee on the bridge shall not exceed sixty hours per weel on the night

or day shift ?

Mr. O'Sullivan answered,—

(1.) Four of the men employed on the Pyrmont Bridge are on day-duty sixty hours a week for

four weeks, and two of them are required alternately with the other. twa to open the bridge on

Sunday if necessary. As few openings oceur on Sundags, soventy hours aweck are rarely worked
by
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by any of the men. When on night-duty, for two weeks out of every six, the men are in readiness
to open the bridge from 6 pm. to 6 a.m., or eighty-four hours per week, but they are not called
upon to work, their dufies at night being more of the nature of watchmen. "These men are
allowed a fortnight’s holiday on full pay yearly,

(2.) I regret that, for the reasons stated in answer to .No. 1, this will not be practicable with
the men now ewployed, but I promise the Honorable Member to make inquiries with a view of
ascertnining whether additienal hands cannot be engaged, so as to reduee the number of hours these
men are required to be in attendance. ’

(32.) Gitizens Vigilance Committee :—Sir Matthew Harris asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Has he granted cash assistance to the Citizens Vigilance Committee ?
(2.) Has he paid or is he at present paying inspectors to be cmployed by this body ?
{3.) What powers have these inspectors? -
(4.) If Government-paid inspectors are being employed, will, he please supply the name of each
male and female, and the remuneration received by cach ?
(3.) Is the Citizens Vigilance Committee allowed to have its printing done at the Government
Printing Office free of cast, or at less than uwsun! ratcs; if so, what is the value of the work that
has becn done for them ?
(6.) Was atelephone furnished to this Committee free of cost?
(7.) Was the Citizens Vigilance Committee allowed to send telegrams or letters through Post
Oflice channels freo of cost?

Sir William Lyne answered,—
{1.) No.
(2.) Yes. :
(8.) They act entirely under the direction of the Citizens Vigilance Committee, and are employed
to verify and report on complaints made by different citizens to the Cowmmittee before such
complaints are rent on to the proper authorities to be dealt with,
(4.) The male inspector is Mr. James 8. Bray ; the female inspeetor is Mrs. Hawley-Wilson. They
are paid 10s. per day and tram fares, and are giving every satisfaction, - .
(5.) Yes; but every item has to be approved by me, aud such printing has been chiefly confined
to official forms and envelopes. Other printing, suchas bills, circulars, &c., s not done at the
Government Printing Office, nor paid for by the Government. The total eost of the work executed
at the Government Printing Office for the Committee to date, including material, is £87 0z, 2d.
(G.) Yes.
(7.} Yes; on official business only.

(13.) Differential Railway Rates:—W¥r, Brunker asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(L) Is he nware that in a table of goods rates recently established by the Railway Commissioners
differential charges bave been made which promise to seriously prejudice the business intercats of
consignors of goods from Neweastle to the Northern interior ?
(2.) What is the difference in the cost of carriage per truck-load of 6 tons of general goods to
stations on the Northern line north of Neweastle in favour of Sydney, as compared with a similar
consipument from Newcastle ?
(3.) If it is ascertained that the rates are unequal in their incidence, will he take steps to ensure
o readjustment on such a basis that consignors from Sydney and Newcastle will be placed on
comparatively equal terms?

Sir William Lyne answered,—I am informed that the attention of the Railway Commissioners has
been drawn to the fact that the rates referred to operate umevenly in cerain localities, and
pending further consideration of the question—the Newcastle Chamber of Commerce having
asked the Commissioners to see them on the subject—the Commissioners have given directions
that the rates should for the present be inoperative.

(14.) Electoral Registrara :—Mr. Neild asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) Tsita fact that Electoral Registrars, who are also Postmasters, have been directed to reviee
the Electoral Rolls by removing the names of persons who have Taft their distriets ?
(2.} s not such remsion an arduous duty, and is it considered possible for the Postmasters in
question to satisfactorily discharge the work ?
(3.) Are Electoral Registrars, who are also Postmasters, receiving any remuncration for acting in
the former capacity ?
(4.) If so, whatis allowed to them ?

Mr. See angwered,—The following information has been supplied by the Chief Electoral Officer :—
(1.} Electoral Regislrars, who are also Postmasters, have been instructed to mark on the Gleneral
Lists for the year 1900 the names of all persons whom they are aware have permanently removed
from their districts, in order that such names may be objected .to at the yearly Revision Courts.
The }\informa.tion obtainnble in the course of their duties as Postmasters will greatly facilitate this
work.

(2.} Deputy Electoral Registrars, who are Postmasters, have also been instructed 1o mark the liats
for the Divisions for which they act in a similar manner; and as in the majority of cases there are
a number of IHvisions in each Electoral District, the work will be distributed.” "The work cannot,
therefore, generally be considered of an arducus character,

(3 and 4.) As the work forms part of the duties of Electoral Registrars under tho present Act,
the payment of any additional remunocration is not contemplated in connection therewith.

(15.) The First Australian Horse :— M. Carroll, for Mr. Nielsen, asked the Colonial Secretary,—

- In view of the fact that numerous applications have been sent in for the establishment of

squadrons of the Jirst Australian Horse, will he coneider the advisability of inercasing the
strength of that regiment to 1,000 ? ,

Mr. See answered,—The Major-General Commanding the Military Torcea reports as follows :—
Such a strength for one mounted regiment would be excessive, and is not recommended. )
' (16.
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{16.) Tolice Officer, King and Elizabeth Streets :~—Mr. Meagher asked the Colonial Secretary,—

(1) Is it a fact that the police officer on duty at the tram corner, King and Elizabeth Strects, is
compelled to practically stand at that spot from 5 o’clock in the afternoon till 2 o’clock next
morning ?

(2.} Will he make arrangements for an hour off for dinner, as has been customary for many years,
or make some provision for such officer having his meals ? _
Mr. See answered,—The following information has been furnished by the Inepector-General of
Police :— .

(1.) His hours of duty are eight, the rame as those of other constables, ¢.c., from 6 p.m. to 2 a.m.
The men on day and night duty are changed occasionally.

‘(2.) Police on night beats have their meal before going on duty ; some take food to eat during their

tour of duty.

(17.) Officers of the Tazation Department :— M. Carrell, for Mr. Price, asked the Colonial Treasurer, .

—Will he place upon the Table a return showing what officers of the Taxation Department have
worked overtime since the 1st January, 1900, showing the dates on whick the respective officers
have worked and the amount of remuneration paid to each officer in respect of such overtime
service !

Sir William Lyne answered,—A. return will be laid upon the Table as soon as the information has
been prepared.

(18.) Australian Agricultural Company’s Estate :—2fr. Carroll, for Mr. Price, asked the Colenial

Treasurer,——

(1.) Is it his intention to give effect to the promise made by him last Session of Parliament to the
following effect, viz.,, that during this Session of Parliament he would either introduce 2 measure
dealing with the proposed resumption of the Aunstralian Agricultural Company’s Estate, or, failing
that, that he would give the Honorable Member for Gloucester an opportunity of dealing with the
question this Session?

(2.) If so, when will he give effeet to his promise ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—I shall be glad if the Honorable Member will give me a reference to
the promise to which he refers.

(19.) Death of John Lombard, at Armidale Railway Station :—Af#. Carroll, for Mr. Norton, asked the

Colonial Treasurer,—In regard to the promise given last evening by him to the Ionorable Member
for Tamworth, that be would cause an Inquiry to be made into the circumstanees surrounding the
death of John Lombard on the premises of the Armidale Railway Station, on the night of Tuesday,
17th instant, will he also cause inguiries to be made as 1o why fellow-passcngeras of the deceased,
including three students of the Armidale Proprietary School and an official of the Armidale
Survey Office, who had been travelling in the same compartment with the deceased for some time,
were not called, and their evidence taken at the inquest?

Sir William Lyne answered,— Yes.

(20) Release of Murray Prior :—Mr, Norton agked the Minister of Justice,—

(1.) Ieita fact that Murray Prior, who was sentenced in June, 1898, for seduction and abduction,
to three years’ imprisonment, was released from prison on Saturday last, after serving two years of
that term ?

(2.) Is he aware that this man, Murray Trior, during his incarceration, was punished by baving
his sentence increased for conspiring with and bribing the gaol warders fo convey letters out of
gaol from him to the girl McDonald, for scducing and abducting whom he was imprisoned ?

Mr. Wood answered,—

(1.} Yes, after serving his sentence, less remissions as provided for by regulations.

(2.) The prisoner’s sentence was not inerensed. He lost two days of his remission for misconduet.

{21.) Colonel Spalding :—Mx. Norton asked the Secretary for Lands,—

(1.) Is it a fact that Colonel Spalding, formerly Resident Magistrate of Norfolk Taland, who was
compelled to resign that position owing to official and personal irregularities, is still allowed to
remain on the island ?

(2} Ts it a fact that he has been given a {ree grant or free lease of 25 acres of the land on Norfolk
Island, which he had appropriated to his own use during his tenure of the office which he was
compelled to resign ?

Mr, Hassall answered,—As Norfolk Island matters have not for some considerable time past heen
dealt with in the Lands Department, I bave to refer the Honorable Member to my honorable
colleague the Premier and (olonial Treasurer.

(22.) Legislation on Invalid and Old-Agoe Pensions :— Mr. Cann, for Mr, Dacey, asked the Atéorney-

General,—Will he communicate to the House his opinion as to,—

(1) Whether the Parliament of New South Wales will have power to legislate on the subject of
Invalid and Old-age Pensions after the establishment of the Commonwealth ?

(2.) What matters are within the “exclusive” power of the Yederal Parlinment ?

Mr, Wood answered,—Tt has never been the custom of the Attorney-Greneral to give legal opinions
on Questions asked in the House, but, as the Federal Constitution involves several nove% points, my
honorable colleague has decided to depart from this rule in this case only :— )

(1.) Yes, so far as the law of the State is wot in conflict with the law passed by the Common-

. wealth.

(2.) Those matters which by the Constitution are declared to be within the exclusive power of the
Commonwealth.
- .. e o (28)
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(23.) Appointment of Deputy Governor-General :—Mr. Norton asked the Attorney-General,—Will
he communicate to the House his opinion on the following :—
(1) Assuming that section 125 of the Commonwealth of Australia Act applies to the temporary
as well as the permanent seat of Government, does not section 4 of the Act enable the Governor-
General, in any part of the Commonwealth, to perform the duties of his office ?
(2) Assuming that Sydney is selected as the temporary seat of the Federal Government, and that
the Yederal Patliament is in Scesion in Melbourne, does not section 126 of the Act enable the
Governor-General, at Sydney, to appoint a deputy to exercise, at Melbourne, the powers and
funetions of His Excellency ?
Mr. Wood answered,—My honorable and learned colleaguo refers the Honorable Member to his
raply to Question No. 22:— ’
{(1.)" He does not think that section 4 has the effect suggested by the Honorable Member.
(2.) Tt is impossible to say until the Governor-Gencral’s instructions have been issued.

(24.) Amendment of the Constitution Act:—Mr. Norton asked the Attorney-General,—Will he
communicate to the Houss his opinion on the following :—
(1) Is the right of amending the Constitution of either the Legislative Council or the Assembly
or of both Houses vested in the Parliairent of New South Wales, provided that the amending Bill
shail be reserved for the Queen’s assent ? ,
(2.} If so, would it be necessary to pass a constitutional amendment before it wcfuld be lawful for
this Parliament to consider, much less to pass, a Bill to remodel the Conetitution of either or both
of the Houses thereof ?
Myr. Wood answered,—My honorable and learned collengue refers the Honorable Member to his
reply to Question No. 22 :— .
(1) Yes; but it is not necessary to reserve all Bills,
(2.} No.
. Coxnpirronar, Purcuase or Gronee Humrarms CowrLEp :—DMr. Thomas Fitzpatrick, ag Chairman,
brought up the Report from, and laid upon the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence
faken before, the Nelect Committee for whose consideration and report this subject was referred

on 3rd July, 1900.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Prinfing Committee.

.. Privrive CoummrrTre :—Mr. Gormly, as Chairman, broughtup the Sixth Report from the Printing
Committee.

. Parrre :—Mr, See laid upon the Table,~Report of Military Aunthorities regarding Equipment of
the Contingents sent to Soutbh Africa.
Referred by Sessional Qrder to the Printing Committee.

Sir William Lyne laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Memorandum by the Treasury Ezaminer, dated 23rd August, 1804, respecting Ministerial
Salaries.
(2.) Report of the Railway Commiesioners on Railways and Tramways for quarfer ended 30th
June, 1900.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Wood laid upon the Table,~Despateh respecting Extradition of Fugitive Criminals.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

. SuseeNsioxy oF Staxpmve Orbdrrs:—Sir William Lyne moved, pursuant to Notice, That so much of
the Standing Orders be suspended as would preclude the passing of a Bill, intituled “ A Bill to
apply certain sums out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of New South Wales towards the
Services of the year 1900-1901, and for Services to be bereafter provided for by Loan,” through
all its stages in onc day, and would also preclude the resolutions of the Committees of Supply
and of Ways and Meany respeetively, whereon the Bill is proposed to be founded, being received
on the same day on which they were come to by the said Committees respectively.

Debate ensued.

Question put and passed.

. Mgssaons vroM i Lnersuamive Couxcin:—Mr. Speaker reported the following Messages from
the Legislative Cotneil —

{1.) Forfeiture of Leases Bill:—
Mz. SPEAEER,—

The Legislative Council having thiz day passed a Bill, intituled © An Aot for granting relief
against forfeiture of leases and for otherwise amending the law as to property,”’—presents the same
to the Logislative Assembly for its concurrence.

Legislative Council Ohamber, W. I. TRICKETT,
Sydney, 26tk July, 1900, Deputy-President.
Bill, on motion of Sir William Liyne, read a first time,
Ordered to bé printed, and rcad a second time on Tussday next.
(2.} Interest on Judgments Amendment Bill:—
Mz, SPRARER,—

The Legislative Council having this day agreed to the Bill, inlituled *“ An det to amend the
law with respect {o ihe vale of interest on verdicts and judgments in the Supreme Court,’—
returns the same to the Legislative Argembly without amendment.

Legislative Council Chamber, W. T, TRICKELY,
Sydney, 26th July, 19C0, ' Deputy-President.

o
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7. Ponr Keusra Harpovr Acr Axsexpyext Brun:—Mr, O'Sullivan moved. pursuant fo Notice,
That this Housc will, on its next sitfing day, resolve itself into n Committee of the Whole to
consider the expediency of bringing in a Bill to amend the Port Kembla Harbour Aet, 1898,
Question put and passed.

8. Sveeny:—The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Sir William Lyne, Mr., Speaker
left the Chair, and the Houso resolved itzelf into the Committee of Supply.

And the Commitiee continuing to sit til after Midnight,

FRIDAY, 27 JULT, 1900, a.um.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and tho Chairman reported progress, and obiained Ienve to sit
again.

The Chairman also reported that the Committee had come to a resolution.

Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be now received,

The Chairman then reported the resolution, which was read a fivst time, as follows:—

(2.) Resolved,—

' That there be granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding £2,207,000 : being £1,051,000
to defray the expenscs of the various Departments and Services of the Colony during the
months of July nnd Augus$, or following month of the finaneial year ending 30th June, 1901, to
be expended at the rates which have been sanctioned for the financial yeor ended 30th June,
1900, subject to the rate of any reduetion that may hereafter be made in the expenditure of the
year 1900-1901.

For Services of the vear J800-1901L—£570,000 for Public Works and Services: being
£500,000 for Roads and Bridges: £20,000 for Harbours and Rivers; £30,000 for Dredge
Service; and £20,000 for Government Architect.

Tor Treasurer's Advance Account, £60,000, the whole amount to be adjusted not later
than the 80th June, 1902.

And in anticipation of Toan Votes— .

For Public Works—#£50,000, for Railway Construction—Dubbo to Coonamble Railway.

For Railways, £250,000: being £100,000 towards Additions to Railway Lines, Stations,
Buildings, Waorkshops, and for other purposes, including Safety Appliances and Grain Sheds,
and £150,000 for Rolling Stock to meet Additional Traflic and Equipment of New Lines.

And for Tramways £226,000 towards additions to Power House, Steam and Electrical
Machinery, and provision of Sub-electrical Stations, Overhead Wiring, Feeders, Rail Bonding,
Additional Carg and Car.sheds, &e.

On motion of Sir William Lyne, the resoluilon was read a second time, and agreed to.

9, Wats axp MEraxs.—The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Sir William Lyne,
Mr. Spenker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into the Committee of Ways and Means.
Mr. Speaker resuined the Chair; and the Chairman reported progress, nnd obtained leave to sit
a4eaI.
'ﬁ]e Chairman also reported that the Commitiee liad come to n resolution.
Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the repart be now received.
The Chairman then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, as follows :(—

(2.} Resolved,—That towards making good the Supply granted to Her Majesty for the Services
of the financial year 1900-1901, the sum of £2,207,000 be granted out of the Consolidated
Revenus Fund of New South Wales.

On motion of Sir William Lyne, the resolution was read o second time, and agreed to.

10. Coxsorrpater RevENUR Fuwp Brn (No, 2) :—
{1.) Ordered, on motion of Sir William Lyne, that a Bill be brought in, founded on Resolution of
Ways and Means (No. 2), to apply certain sums out of the Consolidated Revenue ¥und of New
South Wales towarde the Services of the year 1800-1901, and for Serviees to be hereafter provided
for by Loan.

(2.) Sir William Eyne then presented a Bill, intituied “ 4 Bill fo apply certain sums oul of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund of New South Wales towards the Services of the yeer 1800-1901,
and for Services to Le hereafter provided for by Loan,”—-which was read a first time,

Ordered to be printed, and now read a second time.

(3.) Bill read a second time. ,
On motien of Sir William Lyne, Mr. Speaker laft the Chatr ; and the Mouse resolved itself into a
Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the Bill.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported the Bill without amendment.,
On motion of Sir William Lyne, the report: was adopted.
Ordered, that the Bill be now read a third time.

{4.) Bill read a third time, and, on motion of Sir William Lyne, passed.
Sir William Lyne then moved, That the Title of the Bill he “ An Aot fo apply. cortain sums out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund of New South Wales towards the Services of the year 1900-1901,
and for Services to be hereafter provided for by Loan.”
Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Bill be carried to the Legislative Council with the following Message : —
Mgi. PrrstoENT,—

The Legislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, intituled “ An det to apply certain
sums out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of New Soutl Wales towards the Services of the year
1900-1901, ond for Services to be hereqfter provided for by Loan,”~—presents the same’ to the
Legislative Council {or its concurrence.

Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Sydney, 27th July, 1900,-am, 11,
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11. Comar 10 Wincaxyta Rarnway Brin.— )

(1.) The Order of the Day having been read,~—on motion of Sir Wiiliam Lyne, Mr. Speaker left the
Chair, and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency of
bringing in a Bill to sanetion the construetion of a line of railway from Cobar to Wilcannia,
to authorise the transfer of certain Crown lands revenue to the account of the receipts of the said
line; to amend the prowvisions of the Publie Works Act of 1888, o far as they relate to the
duty of the Constructing Authority to make and maintain fences along the said line of railway;
to nuthorise the constritction of the said line on public roads ; and for other purposes.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported that the Committee had come to a
resolution.

Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be now received.

The Chairman then reported the resolution, which was read o first titme, as follows :—

Resolved,—That it is expedient to bring in a Bill to sanction the constraction of a line of railway
from Cobar to Wilcannia; to authorise the transfer of certain Crown lands revenue to the
account of the receipts of the said line; to amend the provisions of the Public Works Act of
1888, go far as they relate to the duty of the Constructing Authority to make and maintain
fences along the said line of railway; to authorise the construction of the said line on publie
roads; and for other purposes.

On motion of Sir William Lyne, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.

(2.} Sir William Lyne then presented s Bill, intituled * 4 Bill {0 sanction the construction of a line
of railway from Cobar to Wilcannia ; to authorise to {rangfer of eerlfain Crown lands revenue fo the
neconnt of the rvecoipts of the said line ; 1o amend the provisions of the Public Works Act of 1888,
so far as they relate to the duty of the Constructing Authority to make and smaintain fonces along
the said line of railway ; to authorize the construction of the said line on public voads; and for
other purposes,”—which was read a first time.

Ordered to be printed, and read a sceond time on Taesday next.

12, Casmve 1o Lisamore Rainway Birw:—

(1) The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Sir William Lyve, Mr. Speaker left the
Chair, and the Wouse resolved itself into 2 Conimittee of the Whole to consider the expediency of
bringing in o Bill to sanction the construction of a line of railway from Casino to Lismore; to

. authorise the construction of the said line on pubdlic roads ; and for other purposes,

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported that the Committee had come to a
resolution,

Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be now received,

The Chairman then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, as follows :—

Resolved —That it is expedient to bring in o Bill to sanction the construction of a line of
railway from Casino te Lismore; to authorise the construction of the said line on public roads ;
and for other purposes.

On motion of Sir Willlam Lyne, the resctution was read o second time, and agreed to.

€2.) Sir William Tyne then presented a Bill, intituled “ .4 Bill {0 sanction the construction of a line
of rvailway from Casino to Lismore; o authorise the consiruction of the said line on public roads ;
and for ather purposes,"—which was read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a sccond time on Tuesday next.

13. TPosTrov¥EMENTS ! —
{1.) The remaining Government Business on the Paper, until Tnesday next.
(2.) Orders of the Day Nos. 1 to 4 of General Business, until Tuesday nest.

14 Apyxisrrarioy orF qur Maorrawy Drracrsieyt :—Mr. Sleath moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(1.) That a Select Committeo be appointed to inquire into and report upon the general admninis-
tration of the Military Department and despateh of troops to South Afriea.
(2} That such Committee consist of Mr. Piddington, Mr. Hirley, Mr. O'Conor, Mr. Chanter,
Mr, Cook, BMr. Wilks, Mr, Meagher, Mr. Garland, Mr. See, and the Mover,
Debate ensuad. .
Question put and paresed.

The Mouse adjourned, at ten minutes beforo Two o’clock a.m., until Tuesday next at Four o’clock

F.W, WIBE, WILLIAM McCOURT,
Olerk of the Legislative Assembly. ' Speaker.
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FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

TUESDAY, 31 JULF, 1900.

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

BELEcTORATE oF CaNTERBURY :~-Mr. Speaker reported that the Writ issued by him on the 18th
instant for the elcction of & Member to serve in the Legislative Assembly for the Electoral
District for Canterbury, in room of the Honorable Sydney Smith, vhose clection had been
declared by the Committee of Elections and Qualifications to have been wholly void, had been duly
returned, with o certificate endorsed thercon of the eloction of Thomas Whitford Taylor, Esquire,
to serve as such Member. ‘

2. QUESTIONY :— _ . ‘

(1.) Country Temale School Teachers :—Afr. Brunler, for My, Whiddon, asked the Minister of Public
Instruction,~~Having regard to the danger that female teachers are often exposed to through
being placed in schools in sparsely-populated districts, as evidenced by the recent care of indecent

.assault, and the more terrible murder of Miss Kerz at Gilgandra, will he confer with the officers
of hiz Department with the view of seeing that, as far as possible, male teachers are sent to
these districts, thus saving the risk to female teachers ?

Mr. Wood answered—My honorable collengue wiil confer with his officers upon the matter.

(2.) Colonial Stocks Investment Bill :—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(L) Has any despatch by mail or cable been received from the Secretary of State for the Colonies
relative to the enactment of a Colonial Stocks Investment Bill by the Imperial Parlinment ?
(2.) I so, what reply (if any) was made on behalf of the Government of New South Wales ?
(3.) Have the despatches yet been laid before Parliament; aud, if not, will he kindly submit &
copy of them to this House ?

Sir Willlam Lyne answered,—

(1) A cable despatch has been received. ) .

(2.) No reply was mide pending receipt of the despatch by mail.
(3.) Mo, not yet laid before Parliament, as the matter is in abeyance,

(3.) Companies Death Duties Aet:—Mr. Norton asked the Colanial Treasurer,— .
(1.) Mave any despatches by mail or cable been reeeived from the Secretary of State for the
Colonies relative to any provision in the Companies Death Duties Act of New South Wales ?
(2.) If so, when is it intended to submit to this House a copy of these despatches and other
representations to the Government on the subject ? .

Sir William Eyne answered,~—
(1.} Yes, one was received a fow days ago. o .
{2.) Assoon as the Government has had an opportunity of considering the répreséntations made.

(4.) Glebe Island Improvements :—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial Secretary,— )
(1.) On what date was the question of cutting down Glebe Island, reclaiming land, and erecting
whorfs referred by this House last Session to the Public Works Committee ?
(2.} On what date was the inquiry begun ; and on what date was it closed ?
(2.) On what date was the report of the Committes presented to this House? o
(4.) The nmumber of witnesses examined during the inquiry, and the average number exomined at
each meeting ?
(5.) The reason for the prolongation of the inquiry ?
* Mr. See answered,— "
(1.) 28th November, 1899, . : L
- (2,) The inquiry was opened on 18th December, 1899, and cldsed on 27th April,“T900; but no
¢ evidence was taken after the 31st January, 1900. (8)
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(3.} 12th June, 1900, the date of the opening of the present Session.

(4.) Twenty-eight witnesses ; from one to three being examined at each meeting.

(5.) The inquiry was not prolonged. The taking of evidence was concluded on 31st January,
1900 ; but, a3 the report could not be presented to Parliament until the opening of the Session
(12th June, 1900), its consideration was postponed, and the consideration of other works proceeded
with.

(3.) Fees Paid to Pablic Works Commiitee :—Mr. Norton agked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) The total sum paid for fees and allowances to the members of the various Public Works
Committees to Jate?
(2.) The total cost of all work done at the Government Printing Office for and in conuection with
‘the various Public Works Commitices to the last date to which it has been cownputed ?

Sir William Lyne answered,—
{1} This information will be prepared and laid upon the Table in the form of a return.
{2.) From the commeheing period—27th August, 1888, to the 30th Junc, 1900— £13,350 25, 94d.

(6.) Telephone Bureau :—M». Carrofl, for Mr. Austin Chapman, asked the Postmaster.General,—
(1.} Will ke lay upen the Table copies of the Report of and Minutes of Evidence taken by the
Board of Ingniry into the Telephohe Bureau ?

(2.) Who were the tenderers for the present switchboard, and was the lowest {ender accepied;
if not, for what reason ?

(3) Is it a fact that the contractor has only had his so-called “expert” and n message boy
employed in fitting up the new switchboard, and that the work has been done by the fitters of the
Department nominally in their overtime?

(4.} Were the Department’s fitters paid for this work by the contractor vr by the Department ?
(5.} Is it true that no proper tests were made by offieers of the Department before bringing the
new switchboard into use ¥

(6.) Isita fact that operators were instructed to neglect the “engaged test,” because the new
board would not work properly ?

(7.) Isittrue that, upon taking the new board into use, no tests were made as to the voltage
required to restore the drop-shutter, and for other purposes, until such tests were made by
members of the Board of Inquiry, and that the battery power provided was quite insnflicient ?

(8.) (a) llow many of the recommendations of the luquiry Bomrd have been already adopted;
and () were any of these recommendations declared by officers of the Department to be
impossible ?

(9.) Is it true that the Department are selling instruments to private individuals in competition
with local traders, and attempting to undersell them ?

My, Crick answered,—1 must ask the ITonorable Member to move for this information in the
shape of a return.

(7.) 8.8. “Moorabool” and s.s. “ Undaunted’’:—-Mr. Samuel Smith asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.} Is he aware that the s.s. * Moorabool” and s.s. “Undaunted ” left the port of Newcastle
with their Joad-lines submerged ?

(2.) Isit a fact that the Marine Board authorities contemplate prosecuting the owners and captains
of the abovenamed steamers for having arrived in Port Adelaide without the amount of freebeard
required by the Merchant Shipping and South Australian Acts?
(3.) Will he instruct the Customs Officers to refrain from issuing clearance papers to all vessels
leaving -our ports until they (the Customs Officers) receive an intimation from the Navigation
Departmental Oflicers -that the requirements of the Shipping and Navigation Acts have been
-complied with ?
Sir William Lyuc answered,—
(1.) The Deputy Superintendent of Navigation at Neweastle reports that .3, * Moorabool ”” and
** Undaunted ” did not leave Newcnastle with their Joad-lines submerged.
(2.) The Superintendent of Navigation las no information upon this point. _
(3.) The Customs authorities are of opinion that the adoption of the course suggested by the
Honorable Member would dislocate the trade of the port very considerably, _
(8.) Military Forces:—AMr. Carroll, for Mr. Rose, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

(1} Are-any -steps. being taken to place the Military Forces of New South Wales on a more

satisfactory footing ?

(2.) If yes, would he be good enough to state the nature of the proposal ?

Bir Witliam Lyne answered,~—This matter has not yet engaged the attention of the Govermment.

(9.) Australian Cattle Landed in South Africa :—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1) Ts the Government aware that nearly 50 per cent. of cattle landed in South Africa From
Quecnsiand and New South Wales bave been found diseased ?
(2.) 1s the Government aware thut these cattle were certified as being sound and healthy by stock
inspectors ?
(8.) To the Government aware that the authorities in South Africa have boycotted the Quecnsland
and New South Wales cattle from being sent to Africa ?
(4) Will the Government appoint competent veterinary surgeons to esamine cattle leaving our
shores, as a guarantee that they are in a sound and healthy condition ?

Mr, Fegan answered,— )

(1 and 2.) The IHonorable Member has been misinformed, so far as this Colonv is concerned.

No cattle whatever, which were certified by an inspector of steck as sound and healthy, have
.-been shipped-from New South Wales, and found on being Jnuded in South Africa to be diseased.

(3.
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(8.) I am not aware that the authorities in South Africa have boyeotted New South Wales cattle,
but, on the contrary, the Government of Natal and the Chartered Company of Rhodesia are
making inquiry as to the price at which cattle can be bought, and the eost of freight, with a view
to purchasmg in this Colony.
(4.} The present system of inspection is practical and effective, and there is no good reasen why
any change should be made.

(10.) Post and Telegraph Messengers :—Mr. Cohen asked the Postmaster-General,—
(1.) Xs it a fact that messengers at the Post and Telegraph Department have no time set apart for
luncheon ; if 5o, will he see that they are allowed at least half an hour a day ?
(2.) Are there any lockers provided where the lnds mnay safely leave their overcoats when not in
use ? '
(3.) What holidays do those 1ads receive ?
(4.} Are they required to work on Sunday? '
{5.) Is it not possible to arrange for some of them to be off duty every afternoon, so that each
may have a half-holiday a weelk ?

Mer. Crick answered,—Presuming Telegraph messengers are referred to, the replies are as follows:—
(1.) They have ample time between their runs to eat their lunches, ‘
{(2.) Not at present, as during the temporary alterations in the building there is no room available.
In fitting up the new Despaich Branch this has been arranged for.

(3.) Two weeks annually. )

{4.) Some of them are, for which they are allowed a day in lien:

(5.} No. Their work is of o comparatively light nature, and it would mean a very heavy increase
in the staff, which is not justifiable,

(11.) Salaries of Unclassified Public School Teachers :—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Minister
of Public Instruetion,—
(1.)d Is it proposed to increase the salaries of unclassified Public School teachers of the lower
grades
(2.) If s0, will he mee that n similar step is taken in regard to the case of many of the duly
qualified 3rd ciass teachers who have been in receipt of lower salaries than these associated with
the certificates which they have gnived by examination ?

Mr. Woed answered,—
(1.) Yes.
(2.} The matter will rcceive consideration,

(12.) Public Works Committce Meetings in Camera :—Mr, Norton asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.} Is it o fact, as reported in the Daily Telegraph of 14th July, that the Puablic 'Works
Committee on the previous day ‘' dealt n camere with the report on the Central Railway Station
and Administrative Offices In Devonshire-strees, Sydney ” ?

(2.) If so, was it not done in violation of the provision in section 7 of the Public Works Act that
“guch Committee shall sit in open court”?

(3.) Iz an attendance fee payable in respect of any meeting held in camera, absolutely or virtually ?
(4.) How often has the present Public Works Committee sat absolutely in camera, or virtually
with closed doors ?

Mr. See answered,—

(1.) The report on the Central Railway Station and Administration Offices, Devonshire-street,

wag considered by the Commitiee privately. '

{2.) Tho practice of sitting with closed doors when considering a report to the Legislative

Assembly on any proposed work, or the General Report to the Governor; has existed from the

time of the appointment of the first Committee in 1888, and is in nceordance with the practice of

Seleet Committees. The Committee are enjoined by the Act to report to the Legislative Assembly,
* and the reports are regarded s confidential until lud before Parliement. Sitliog *in open court”

1s considered by the Committee to refer to sittings when witnesses are under examination.

(3.) An attendance fee is payable under the Public Works {Committees’ Remuneration) Aect,

und the Public Works Acts Further Amendwment Act of 1897,

(4.) On the occasions when a report, or the evidence upon which it is based, has been under

consideration.

(18.) Regulations under Public Works Act:—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) Has the present Publie Works Committee framed any regulations in terms of seetion 17 of
the Public Works Act?
(2.) If 8o, on what date were such regulations gazetied and laid befors this House ?
(3.) If not, why not?
Mr. See answered,—
(1) Yes.
(2 and 8.) Gazetted 6th June, 1893, TLaid upon the Table of the Legislative Assembly and
ordered to be printed 7th Jume, 1593.

(14.) Attendance Fees Prid to Public Works Committce:—Mr. Norton asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—
{1.) The amount of the attendance fee now pnid to the members of the Public Works Commiitee ?
(2.) Under what authority is such amount being paid by the Treasury and approved by the
Auditor-Gteneral ?
Sit William Lyne answered,—
(1) Chairman, £3 3s.; other members, £2 2s.
{2} The Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1880, 63 Vie. Ne, 11, and the Public
Works Acts Farther Amendment Act of 1897, 61 Vie, No, 6. :

(15.)
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(16.) Regulations under Public Works Act:—Mr. Norton asked the Attorney-Gleneral,—Are
regulattons framed by the Governor, on the recommendation of one Public Works Committee,
under section 17 of the Public Works Act, lawfully applicable to a Public Workys Committee
appointed in a later Parliament ? :

M. Wood answered,—~My honourable colleague states:—I mentioned in answering a Question
last Thursday that the Crown Law Officers did not advise on legal questions except ati the request
of a Government Department; and, though 1 departed from this rule under the special eircum-
stances then mentioned, I must now adhere to the old practice, departure from which is caleulated
to eause inconvenience.

(16.) Tramway Lines Construetion :—Mr. J.-IH. Young asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.} What lines of tramway has he authorised the constraction of sinee his accession to office 7
(2.) The estimated cost of each?

(3.) Which of them (if any) had the Railway Commissioners reported favourably on as regards
the probability of their being remunerative investments ?

Mr. (’Sullivan answered,—
(1 and 2.) Spit Road tramway, £15,940; Kensington and Rifle Ravge tramway, £13,000; Roso
Bay to Dover Road tramway, £7,345; 8t Peters to Cook’s River tramway, £16,850; *George-
street North to Dawes Point tramway, £18,000; *Balmain o Drummoyne tramway, £12,000;
*Enfield to Mortlake tramway, £17,000; Newcastie-Adamstown tramway, £6,000 ; Newcastle-
Waratah tramway, £5,700; *Broken Hill tramways, £18,000.

# The consfruction of these lines kas not yet heen cominenced. .
(3.} Spit Road—The Comimissioners in November, 1897, reported against the proposal; Kensing-
ton—The Commissioners recommended the proposal in January, 1898; Dover Road—The
Coimnmigsioners in July, 1899, reported favourably on certain conditions as to provision of park
and Jand ; 8t. Peters to Cook’s River—The Commissioners in January, 1899, recommended the
construction ; Dawes Point Bxtension—On the 16th March, 1899, the Commissioners reported in
tavour of the extension; Balmain to Drummoyne—No report received ; Enfleld to Mortlake—
On the 3rd Avgust, 1899, the Commissioners reported against the proposal; Neweastle tramways
to Adamstown and Waratah—On the 4¢h May, 1899, the Commissioners recommended that the
matter be allowed to stand over until rolling stock became available; Broken Hill tramways—No
report has heen received.

(17.) Allowances to Road Superintendents :—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(L) What fees or travelling allowance (if any) do road superintendents in country districts
Teceive ?

(2.) Will be lay upon the Table a list of road superintendents, and the amount of travelling
sllowance ench received respectively during the last two yoars?

Mzr. O’Sullivan answered,—

(1.) No fees. A daily allowance when absent from hendquarters. In the the Western Districts,
12s. 6d.; Bastern Districts, 10s. Equipment allowance from £125 to £175 per apnum, according
to Districts,

(2. Yes, if moved for in the usual way.

3. Barry Cposive Acr Amexpmeye Brir:—Mr. MeGowen presented a Petition from certain
residents of Syduey and Suburbs, representing that, whilst under the Early Closing Act all
shop-keepers are compelled to reduce the hours of labour, those employed in eonfectioners’,
fruiterers, and tobacconists’ shops bave to work on Sundaye ; and praying that in the Early
Closing Act Amendment Bill provision may be made ‘to compel such shops to close on the
Sabbath Day. :

Petition received.

4. IxpusrrIat AmBroratrox Biin:—DMr. Lees presented a Petition from ecertain employers of labour
in all the prineipal branches of industry in this Colony, praying that the House may be pleased to
refrain from passing the Indusirisl Arbitration Bill into law at the present juncture, or taking any
steps to change the law relating to industrial conditions until the whole question can be remitted
to the Federal Parliament for consideration.

Petition received.

5. ILiguor Acr:—The following Petitions,—praying for the amendment of the Liquor Act, so as to
rovide, firstly, for a reduction of the hours of sale in public-houses and places bheld by wine

ﬁcensecs, and, secondly, to ensure more effective Sunday elosing,~—were presented by the Members
named,—
(1.} By Mr. See—¥rom certain residents of Grafton.
(2.) By Mr. Dacey-—From certain residents of Botany and North Botany.
(8.) By Mr. Lees—Irom certain residents of St. Mary's and District.
Petitions received.

6