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CoxarITuTioX AMENDING BILL.
(Resolution.)
Mr. Carruthers moved, That the Committee agree to the following Resolution :—

Resolved,

—That it is expedient to bring in a Bill to provide for the constitution, powers, a.nd

duties of the Ministry, and the salaries and allowances of Ministers and Oﬁ'cers of the

Executive Government ;
“ the Crown shall not render void elections to the Legislative Assembly”

“ to provide that the acceptance of certain oﬂiees of profit under

; to amend the

Conslitution Aet, 1902 ; and for purposes consequent on, or incidental to, the carrying out

of those objects.
Amendment moved (M, Arthur Qriffith) to leave out the words “to provide that the accept-
* ance of certain offices of profit under the Crown shall not render void elections to the

“ Legislative Assembly.”
Question put,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Resolution.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 48, Noes, 14.
Mr, Levy, M¥. Briner, Mr. Estell,
Mr, Ashton, Mr. Lotimer, Mr. Hollis,
Mr. Dick, Mr. R.J. Anderson, My, Holman,
Mr. Mocre, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Gardiner,
Mr. Carruthere, Mr. Moxham, Mr. Fegan,
Mr. Lee, Mr. Brineley Hall, Mr. Wood,
Mr. Hogue, Mr. Ievien, Mr, Walter Anderson,
Mr, Wade, Mr, O'Conor, Mr. Miller,
Mr, Creswell, Mr. Fell, Mr. MeNeill,
Mr. Daley, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Mc¢Garry,
Mr, Nobbs, Mr.Perry(Liverpool Plairs), M. Charlton,
Mzr. Booth, Mr. W. Millard, Mr. Macdonald.
Mr, Alan Millard, Mr. Edden, Tl
Mr, W. W. Young, Mr. Nicholsan, BLoens,
Mr, Henley, Mr. Morton, Mr. Burgess,
Dr, Arthur, Mr. Oakes, Mr. Arthur Griffith.
Mr. Cohen, M. Smith,
Mr. Kearuery, Mr. Ball,
Mr. Mahony, Mr. Mackenzie,
Mr. Eden George, Mr. Thomus,
Mr. Jones, Mr. Jessep.
Mr. Cann, ell
Mr. Wincheombe, LTS,
Mr. Donaldson, Mr, Law,
Mr. Dacey, My, Fullick.

Words stand.

Resolution, as read, agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Carruthers, the Chairman left the Chair to report that the Committee had
come to a Reszolution.

W. 8. MOWLE,

For Clerk Assistant.
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No. 2,
WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS
kL8
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.
(EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES.)
HBURSDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER, 1904,
No. L. : g
Pupric Works Coxyrrres Broy.

Clauses 1 and 2 having been dealt with,— -

Clause 3. The powers and duties conferred and imposed on any such committee by the Public g, i0ion of
Works Act, 1900, are hereby suspended from the commencement of this Act until the powers of com
thirtieth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and * five.”” (Read.) mittee.

Motion made (Afr. Norfon) to leave from line 3 the word © five ” and insert the word “six”
instead thereof. .

Question put,—That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the Clause.

Committee divided, ‘

Ayes, 50. Noes, 9.

Mr. Jolin Hurley, Mr. J. H. Young, Mr. Waddell, Mr. Miller,

M. O’Conor, Mr, Mahony, Mr. 8eobic, Mr. McGurry,

Mr. Wade, Mr. Cann, Mr. Nielsen, Mr. Norton,

Mr, Carruthers, Mr, Donaldson, Mpr. Perry { Liverpool My, Gardiner,

Mr. Hogue, Mr. McFarlane, Diainsy, My, W. W. Young,
Mr. Moore, Mr. Dacey, My, Briner, My, Collins, *
Mr. Eden George, Mr. Jones, Mr. Onkes, Mr. McWNeill,

Mr. Lee, Mr. Fell, Mr. Downes, Tells

Mr. Ashton, Mr. R. J, Anderson, Mpr, Smith, 4

Mvr. Cohen, Mr. Latimer, Mr. Morton, Mr, Kelly,

Mr. Estel], My, Dick, Mr, Arthur Grifhich, \ Mr, Daley.

My, Coleman, Mr. Davidson, Mr, Hollis,

Mr. Alon Millard, Mr. Walter Anderson, Mr, McGowen.

Mr. Booth, Mr, Nicholson

Mr. Henley, Mr, Law, ' Telters,

Mr. W. Millord, - Mr. Charlton, Mr. Lery,

Mr. Fallick. Mr, Mackenzie, Mr. Broughton,
* Mr. Fegan, Mr. Meehan, -

Words stend.

Clause, as read, agreed {o.

No. 2,
Same Binn. :

Clause 4. Nofwithstanding the provisions of Division 4 of Part; I of the Public Works Act, ry o0 o
“1900," *the total amount” chargeable on or payable out of the Consolidated Revenue fees and
Tund under those provisions to members of the said commitiee, whether for fecs, * travelling Sxhenses of
* expenses, charges, or otherwise,” shall not, during the twelve months beginning on the
first day of July in any year, exceed “two " thousand pounds.

*15918 116— “Where
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Where in any such twelve months the said amount of two thousand pounds would, but for the
passing of this Act, be exceeded, a proportionate abatement shall be made in the fees,
expenses, and charges payable to members of such committee respectively, 8o as to reduce
the amount so payable to the above-mentioned sum of two thousand pounds.

The Treasurer shall adjust the payments to such committee 8o as to carry out the provisions
of this section. (Read.)

Motion made (Mr. Waddell), to leave out all-the words after the figures “19C0" to the end of
the clause, and insert the words * The Chairman of the Committee shall not receive more
“than one pound ten shillings for presiding at any sitting of the Committee, and only ope
“ pound per sitting shall be paid any other member of the Committee for his attendance.”

And Mr, Dacey, the Honorable Member for Alexandria, demanding that the question be so
put as not to deprive hit of his right to moeve an amendment in a later part of the clause,
the T'emporary Chairman, Mr. Jessep, ruled that he was beund to put Mr. Waddell’s
amendment as moved, notwithstanding that it would prevent the Monorable Member for
Alexandria from moving his amendment.

‘Whercupon, on motion of Mr. Dacey, the Temporary Chairman left the Chair to report a Point
of Order, and ask Icave to sit again so soon as the Point of Order had been decided by the
House. -

The Point of Order is:—* That-the Honorable Member for Alexandria (Mr. Dacoy)

“rose to move an amendment but gave way to the Ilonorable Member for Belubula

“(Mr. Waddell), who snid -he wished to move a prior amendment, under the

“ impression that he could move his amendment at & later siage. The Temporary

* Chairman ruled that he was bound to put-Mr, Waddell’s amendment as read,

-+ wglthough if carried it would prevent Mr. Dacey from moving his amendinent.”

To which ruling of the Temporary Chairman objection was taken and the point referred

for Mr. Deputy Speaker's decigicn.

The Temporary Chairman left the Chair accordingly.

Committee resumed—Mr. Deputy-Speaker having ruled that the amendment should have been
put in such a way as to have tested the feeling of the Committee, but so as not to preclude
the Honourable Member for Alexandria from moving his amendment.

Question put,—That the words * the total amount,” in line 2 stand part of the clause.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 38, Noes, 11.
Mr. Crick, Mr. Broughton, Mr. Duoley,
Mr. Wade, Mr. Hollis, Mr. Waddell,
Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Dacey, Mr, Briner,
Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Scobie, Mr. Morton,
Mr, Moere, Mr. Kelly, Mr. Collins,
Me. Hogue, Mr. Fegan, My, Charlton,
Mr. Lee, Mr. R. J. Anderson, Mr. Gardiner,
Mr. O'Conor, Mr. Downes, . Mr., MeGarry,
Mr. Ashton, Mr, Nicholson, Mr, Miller.
Mr. Coben, Mr. Meehan,
Mr. Walter Anderson, Mr. Ketell, Tellers,
Mr, Henley, Mr. McGowen,
Mr. Levy, Mr. Perry (Liwverpool Mr, Norton,
Mer. Dick, Plains}, Mr. W. W. Young.
Mr. Booth, Mr. Jones,
Mr. Alan Millaed, Mr. Qukes.
Mr. Coleman,
Dr. Arthur, Tellers,
Mr. Nielsen,
Mr. Law, Mr. Latimer,
My, Mahony Mr. Davidson.
Words stand.

No. 3.

SaxMe Bt
Same Clause, .
Motion made (Mr. Dacey), to leave out from line 3 the word * whether.”
Question put,—That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the clause.
Committee divided. '

Ayes, 22, Noes, 24,
Mr, Broughton, Mr. Levy, Mpr, Corruthers, Mr. Duley,
Mr. Crick, Mr. Henley, Mr. HKetell, Mr. Moore,
Mr. Wade, Mr. Latimer, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Idick,
Mr. Lee, Mr. B, J. Anderson, Mr. Fegan, Mr. O'Conor,
Mr. Cohen, Mr. Walter Anderson, Mr, Jones, Mr. Gardiner,
Mr. Norton, Mr. Wicholson, Mr, Hollis, Mr. W. W. Young,
Mr. Mshony, Mr, Oakes. Mr. Kelly, Mr. Charlton,
Mr. Law, Tellers Mr. Meehan, Mr, Collins,
My, Davidson, ’ Mr. M'Garry My, Perry(LiverpoolPlains}.
Dr. Arthur, Mr, Meckenzie, Mer. Ashton, Tell
Mr. Coleman, Mr. Booth, Mr. Scobie, eLbera,
Mr. Alan Millard, Mr. Waddell, Mr. Dacey,
Mr. Downes, Mr. McHowen, Mr. Nielsen,

Word omitted.
No. 4.



No. 4. . -
Save Bior.
Same Olause.

Motion made (M. Daocey), to further amend the elause by leaving out from lines 3 and. 4 the
words “ travelling expenses, charges, or otherwise.”

Point of Order—Mr. Coheun submitted that the proposed amendment was out of order,
as the cffect would be to increase a charge upon the revenue.

The Temporary Chairman upheld the Point of Order.

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Dacey, the Temporary Chairman left the chair to reﬁ‘ort a Point
of Order, and ask leave to sit again so soou as the Point of Order had been decided by the
House. .

The Point of Order is:— That dariog the further eonsideration of clause 4, the
* Honorable Member for Alexandria, Mr. Dacey, had moved the omission of the
“ words *travelling expenses, charges, or otherwise,” to which objection was taken
“ that the amendment would increase the charge upon the revenue, which objection
“ the Temporary Cbairmnon upheld.”

To which ruling of the Temporary Chairman objcction was taken and the point referred for
Mr. Deputy-Speaker's decision.

The Temporary Chairman left the Chair accordingly.

Committee resnmed, Mr. Deputy-Speaker having upheld the ruling of the Temporary Chairnan.

Motion made (Mr. Norton) to leave outin line 5 the word * two "and insert the word “ one™
instead thereof.

And the Committee continuing te sit till after midnight,—

FRIDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER, 1904, 1.1

Question put,—That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the clause.
Committee divided. ' '

Ayes, 34, Noes, 9.
Mr. Hogue, Mr. McGowen, Mr. Tatimer, Mr, Waddell,
Mr. Corruthers, Mr. Dacey, Mr. Broughton, Mr. Daley,
Mr. Wade, Mr. Jones, Mr. Levy, - Mr. Norton,
Mr, Moore, Mr, Kelly, Mr. Booth, Mr. Gardiner,
Mr. Achton, Mr. Fegan, Mr. Alan Millard, Mr. W. W. Young,
Mr. Lee, Mr, Dick, Mr, Colemnn, My. Briner,
Mr. Davidson, Mr, Meehan, Mr, Perry (Liverpool ¥r. Collins.
Mr, Cohen, Mr. Nicholson, Plains), Tl
Mr. ’Conaor, Mr. Henley, Mpr. Charlton. euers,
Mr. Wielsen, Mr.R.J. Anderson, Tellers, Mr. Estell,
Mr. Scohte, Mr. Walter Anderson, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr, MeGurry.
Mr. Hollis, Mr, Law, Mr. Downes.

Word stands.

Clause, as amended, agreed fo,

On motion of Mr. Carruthers, the Temporary Chairman left the Chair to report the Bill
with an amendment to the House.

W. 8. MOWLE,
For Clerk Assistant.

Sydney @ William Appletate Gullick, Government Printer. —10014
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.
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—_—

WEEKLY REPORT OF- DIVISIONS :

o

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.

(EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES.)

TUESDAY, 4 O0OTOBER, 1904,
No. L,
Axciert Lioars DecnaraTorY BInL,
Clause 1 having been dealt with,—
Clause 2. This Act shall not affect the rights of the parties to any decision pronounced by a aviek claus

competent court before the commencement thereof, or proceeding mow pending in which
such question had arisen before such commencement. (Read.)

Motion made (Ar. Wade) to add at end of clause the werds “or of persons who have enjoyed
“ the access and use of light to and for any building for the full period of twenty years
“ without interruption before such commencement.”

Question put,—That the words propesed to be added be so added.

Committee divided.

Ayes, 21. Noes, 19.
Mr, Morton, Mr. Downos, Mr. Estell, Mr. Ball, -
Mr. Cohen, Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Hollis, Mr, Walter Anderson,
Mr. Ashton, Mr, W._ Millned, My, Wincheombe, Mr. Perry (Ldverpool
Mr. Moore, Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fepan, Plaing),
Mr, Dick, Mcr. Latimor, Mr. Joszep, Me. Collins,
Mr. Wade, Mr. Davidson, My, Henley, Mr. Nicholson,
Mr. Hogue, Mr. Reynoldaon. Mr. Law, Tellers
Mr. Norton, 7ol ' Mr, Waddoll, GLeers,
Mr. John Hurley, geers, Mr, Mahony, Mr. Scobie,
Mr. Levy, Mr. Dacey, Mz, Storoy, M. Sullivan,
Mr. Broughton, Mr. Daley. Mr. Cresawoll,
Mr. J. H. Young, Mr. Foliick,
Words added.

And clause 3 having been dealf with,— :

On motion of Mr. Cobhen, the Chairman left the Chair to report ‘the Bill with an amendment
to the House,

. W. 5, MOWLE,
For Clerk Assaistant.

[3d] 46231  125—

259



1260

rE



261

Pt

1904.
(SECOND SESSION:)

LEGISTATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES,

No. 4,
WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS

.

IN

. * . . r
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. v
N 4
(EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES.) L e
. ' I".
TUESDAY, 8 NOVEMBER, 1904. . - "

No. 1. )
Stave Duries (AMeNdMENT) BInr.

Clanses 1 to 26 having been dealt with,— :
Schedule 1. ' £ 8 d

Acknowledgment by executor or administrator in lieu of comveyance under
section eighty-threc of the Wills, Probate and Adminisiration Act, 1898 1 00

“ Application to bring land under the Real Property Act or to be registered
“under that Act as the proprietor of an estate in land where not other-

“ wise liable to stamp duty, not being transmission application, .. 1 0 07

Appointiment of a New Trustee, and appoinlinent in execufion of a power
of any property or of any use, share, or interest in any property by any
instrument not being a will ... 1 00

Contract or Agreement to sell, cxchavge, or transfer any gold-ruining or .
mineral claim or lease or mineral conditional purchase. The same duty .
on the amount or valne of the consideration for the sale, exchange, ov
transfer, as on the consideration for a conveyauce or transfer on sale or
exchange of such claim or lease.

Conveyance of any property by way of exchange. Same duty as on convey-
ance on sale of such property us assessed under this Act,

Conveyance of any property by the official assignee to o mortgagee or
disclaimer by the official assignee under the Bankruptey Act, 1898, The
same duty on the amount at which the secarity has been valued by the
mortgagee as on the consideration for a conveyance on sale of such
property.

Declaration made in New South Wales under Colonial or Foreign Marine
Policy, 3d. for every £100 and fractional part of £100 nsured.

Hjro-Roliciec-and-Ienewal Rescipls-for-tho-name-4d—for-every-£100-and-fractional
puri-ef-£100-insured; .

Foreclosure Order. The same duty to be assessed under this Act on the
value of the property mortgaged as on the consideration for a conveyance
on gale of such land.

Settlement Deed of Gift or Voluntary Conveyance (not being an Ante-
nuptial Settlement, or the Appointment merely of o New Trustee) of
any property, a duty of One per-eentusm pound s= up to the value of the

coperty—H-it-ie-£1,000 er-under, and where such the value is over £1,000
the same dufy as if the settlement; gift, or conveyance were the will of a
person who has died. But such duty may be deducted from probate
duty if the settlor dies within twelve months from the date of such
settlement, deed of gift, or voluntary conveyance. (Ilead.)

Motion made (Mr. Cann) to leave out from lines 3, 4,and 5, the words :md’ﬁgures * applieation
“to bring land under the Real Property Act or to be registered under that Aet as the
« proprietor of an estate in land where not otherwise liable to stamp duty ”

Question put,—That the words and figures proposed to be left out stand part of the schedule,
48198 223 —A ' Committee
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Constitution and
inearporation of
commissioners.

Paytnent for
services of
commissioners,

Committes divided,

Ayes, 25,
M1, Nobbs, My, Ashton,
Mr, Niolsen, Mz, O’Conor,
Mz, Wade, My, Mechan,
My, Moore, Mr. Oskes,
Mr. Carruthere, Mr. Gardiner,
Mr. Kelly, Mr. Clinrlton,
Mr, Sullivan, Mr. Ball,
Mr. Jones, My, Smith,
Mr. MeGowen, Mr. MoGarry.
Mr. Estel], Talle
Mr. Morton, eriers,
Mr. Downes, Mr. Perey (Liverpool
Mr. Hogue, Plans),
Mer, ¥allick, AMr. Collins,

Words stand.

And the schedule having been amended as indicated,—
Schedule, as amended, agreed to.
And the remaining schedule and postponed clauses having been dealt with, on motion of Mr,

Caorruthers,
the House.

Noes, 11.
Mr, Fegan,
My, Scobin,
Mr. Cann,
My, Hollis,
Mr. Mahony,
Mr. M‘Coy,
Mr. Henley,
Mr., Coleizan,
Mr. W, Millard.

Tellers,

Mer. Thrower,
Mr. Cohen.

the Temporary Chairman left the Chair to report the Bill with amendments to

WEDNESDAY, 9 NOVEMBER, 19M,

No, 2.
GOVERNMENT SavINes Bawk

Birn:—

Clauses 1 to 5 having been dealt with,—

Clause 6. “Three”* commissioners shall be appointed in pursuance of this Act.
commissioners shall be so appointed president of the bauk.

One of such
(Read.}

Motion made (Mr. Nielsen) toleave out from line 1 the word *“ three” and insert the word “one”

ingtead thereof.

Question put,—That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the clause.

Committce divided.

Ayes, 44,
Mr. Creswell, Mr. Henley,
Mr. Moore, Mr. Perry(Liverpoot Plains),
My, Carrathers, Mr. Fleming,
Mr. Nobbs, Mr. Wood,
Mr. Ashton, Mr. Porry (The Rickmond),
Mr. Lee, Mr. Mackenzie,
Mr. Wade, BMr, Brinsley Hall,
Mr. Hogue, Mtr. Donaldson,
Mr. Scobie, Mr, Muhony,
Mr. Dick, Mr, Fell,
Mr. Latimer, My, Walter Anderson,
Mr. W. Millard, Mr. Davidson,
Mr, Thomans, Mr, R. J. Anderson,
Mr. J. H. Young, Mr, McFarlane,
Mr. Coleman, Mr. Morton,
Mr. Levy, Mz, Collins,
Mr. ¥allick, Mr, Reynoldson,
Mr. John Hurley, Mr. Briner,
%%r. %heu, Mr. Oakes.
r, Wuddell, .
Mr. Winchcombe, Tellers,
My, Law, My, Jessep,
Mr, Storey, Mr. Avthur Griffith,
Words stand.

Clause, as read, agreed to.

And clauses 7 to 9 having been dealt with,—

No. 3.
SaME Bror.

Noes, 19.
Mr, Fegan,
Mr. Estell,

Mr. Cann,

Mr, Charlton,
Mr. Nielsen,
Mr. Macdoneil,
Mr. Booth,

Mr, Mcehan,
Mr. M'Garry
Mr. Dacey,

Mr. Hollis,
Mr, MeGowen,
Mr. W. W. Younp,
My, Smith,

My, (’Suollivan,
Mr, Gillies,
Mr. Ball.

Tellers,

Mr. Kelly,
Mr. Daley.

Clause 10. The president commissioner shall for his servicos he paid out of the funds of tho
bank at the rate of one thousand “ two ” hundred pounds annually, and each of the other
commissioners af the rate of nine hundred pounds annually. (Read.)

Motion made (3. Qolen) to leave out from line 2 the word © two ™ snd insert the word © five ”

instead thereof.

Question put,—That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the clanse.

Committee divided.

Ayes, 52. Noes, 8.
Mr. Carruthers, - Dr. Arthur, Mr. McGarry. Mr. Scobie,
Mr. Ashton, Mr. Kelly, Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Winchcombe,
Mr, Moore, Mr. Bullivan, Mr. Collins, M. Povry (The Richmond)
Mr. Nobbs, Mr. Waddell, Mr, Reynoldson, Mr, Oskes,
Mr. Lee, BMr. Storey, Mr. Perry {ZLiverpool Mr, Ball,
Mr. Fogan, Mr. Hogue, Plams), Mr. Morton,
Mr. Arthur Grifiith, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Briner, Tellers
Mr, Cann, Mr. Wood, Mr, MceNell, LISy
Mr, Coleman, Mr. Fell, Mr. Daley, My, Colen,
Mr, McCoy, Mr. Law, Mr, Mochan, Mr, Macdonell,
My, McGowen, Mr. Mackenzic, Mr, O'Sullivan,
Mr. Downes, Mr. Donaldson, Mr, W. Millard,
Mr. Latimer, Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr. Smith.
Mr, J. H, Young, Mr. Henley, Tell
Mcr. Booth, My, Mahony, elters,
Mr. Creswell, Mr. Walter Anderson, Mr. Jessep,
Mr, Levy, Mr. R. J. Anderson, Mr. Niclsen.
My, Fallick, Mr, Chariton,
M. McFarlane, Mr, W. W, Young,

Word stands, -

Olause



i Clause, as read, agreed to.
On motion of Mr. Carruthers, the Chairman left the Chair to report progress, and ask leave to

sit again To-morrow.

No. 4.
Same Brn

Clauses 11 to 81 having beeh dealt with,—~
Clause 32, (1) Deposits of one shillin
bask Savings Bank Department su
(2) Sjuch deposits may be either on current account re

to the rulels of the bank, or may be deposits for a fixed pelriad, repayable enly at the fixved dl eposits.
expiration off that period. '

THURSDAY, 10 NOVEMBER, 1904,

(Read.)

or 4ny multiple thereof may be redeiwd ab the Jeeint ol

And the clanse having been amended as indicated,—
Motion made (Mr. Carruthers) to leave out sub-section (2).
Question put, That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the clause.
Commitlee divided.

Ayes, 19,

My,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr,
Mr,

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

My,

Mr

Jones,
Cann,

Dacey,
Estell,

. Charlton,
. Hollig,

. O'Sullivan,
. Miller,

. Mechan,
. Kelly,

. Scobie,
TBurgess,

. Grardiner,

Mr. Smith,
. W. W. Young,
Mr, Nicholson.

Mr

Tellers,

Mr. Macdonell,

Mr

Words omitted.
Olause, az amended, agreed to.

And clause 23 having been negatived,—

No. 5.
Same Birm.

. Duley.

Arthur Griffith,

Mr,
M.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
My,
Mr,

Mr,
Mr.
Mer.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
M,

Mr.
Mr.

cct fo the rules.

Noes, 41.

Ball,
Thomas,
Lee,
Davidson,
Tatimer,
Downes,
Law,
Hogue,
Moore,
Fleming,
Coleman,

Dr. Arthur,

Wude,
Dick,
Ashton,
Nobbs,
Waddell,
Mackenzie,
MeCoy,

Mr. Brineley Hall,

J. H. Young,
Btorey,

Mr.
Mr,
By,
Mr.

Mr

Fallick,

. Alan Millard,

McFarlane,
Donaldson,
R. J. Anderson,

payable on demand, subjeet Curee

Mr. Walter Andereon,
Mr. Henley,

Mr

. Booth,

Mr. Colling,
My, Mahony,
Mr, Perry (}ﬂfoerymol

Mr.

Plaing),

Mr. Onkes,

My

Mr.

My
Mr

. O"Conor,
Morton,

Reynoldson.

. W, Millard,
. Carruthers.

Tellers,

Mr. Jessep,
Mr. Levy,

Clause 34. Nc person shall have more than one surrent deposit aceount at the bank:

Provided that this section shall not prevent any person having bona-fide, in addition to his own

anrrent deposit account—
() eurront deposit aceounts in his own name in trust for other persons;
(b) “ joint” eureert accounts with different persons;

tc) eusrent accounts on behalf of different friendly, charitable, or sen-smersantile gther

But the bank shall not be liable in respect of the performance of the trusts of any
trust account ; and the receipt of the trustee shall be a suflicient discharge to

societies or institutions not carried on for purposes of trade or profit.

the commissioners for any payment from any such account, (Read)
And the clause having been amended as indicated,— '

Motion made (3fr. Mackenzie) to leave out in line 5 the word * joint

Question put, That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the claunse.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 50.

Mr. Moore, Mr. Cann,
Mr. MeCoy, Mr. Daley,
Mr. Dick, Mr, Kelly,
AMr. Carruthers, Mr. Law,
Mr. Wade, : Mr., Muacdonell,
Mr. Lee, Mr, O'Sullivan,
Mr. Nobbs, Mr. Fleming,
Mr, Latimer, Mr. Gardiner,
Mr. Davideon, Mr. Mechan,
Mr. Coleman, Mr. Burgess,
Mr. J. H. Young, Mr. Chariton,
Mr. Alan Millard, - Mr. Smith,

" Mr. Downes, Me. McGarry,
Mr. Fullick, 3. Hollis,
Mr. Booth, Mr, Reynoldson,

Mr. Arthur Griffith, Mr.
Mr. R. J. Anderson, Mr.
Mr,

Mx. Miller,
Word stands.

Ball,
Collins,

Mr. Menley,

Mr. W. W. Young,
Mr. Nicholson,

Mr. Hogue,

Mr. Whaltier Anderson,

Mr. Estell,

Mr. McGowen,

Mr. Dacey,
Mr., W. Mill
Mr. Ashton,
Mr, Jones,

Mr. O'Conor.

Lellers,
Mr. Scobie,

Perry (Liv'l, Plaing) Mr, Sullivan.

wrd,

And-the clause having been further amended as indicated,—
Clause, as amended, agrecd to,

Noes. 13.

Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr,

Mr.

Waddell,
Storey,

Cohen,
Mzhony,

Oukes,
Aorton,
Thomas,

Tellers,
Jessep,

Mr. Levy.

Mackenzie,

Brinsley Hall,

McFarlane,
Donaldson,

No,

Bach peraon
may have only

one deposit
acecount.

t and

A

-

-

3
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1ntetest, how
fixed

and caleuinted.

The lending of
maoney by baak

No. 6.

-

DAM

No. 7.

E BrnL.
Inierest on deposils.,

Clause 33. (1) The commissioners shall from time to time fix the interest payable to

depositors
oR-gurreni-acesuni: - -

(2) Such interest shall be calenlated on cvery complete sum of one pound, but shall
not commence until the first day of the month next following that in which the deposit is
made, and shall, with respect to any money withdrawn, ccase upon the first day of the
month in which such withdrawal takes place.

(3) Such interest shall be calculated to the thirlieth day of Jume in every year, and
ghall then be added to and become part of the principal money.

Provided that interest shall not be allowed on any amount above “five” hundrec.
pounds to the credit of any one deposit account, except the account of a friendly,
charitable, or other society or institution, not carried on for purposes of trade or
profit, or the account of the Advance Department, to which the above limitation
shall not apply. But the commissioners may in their discretion limit the amount
of the deposit acconnts of such societies or institutions or any of them. (ZZead.)

And the elanse having been amended as indicated, and an amendment proposed,—

Motion made (Mr. Storey) to amend the proposed amendment by leaving ouf in line 1 the word
“five” and inserting the word “ four” instead thereof.

Question put,—That the word proposed to be lelt out stand part of the proposed amendment.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 532, Noes, 12,

Mr. Moore, Mr. Fullick, My, Bult, Mr. Jessep,
Mr., McCoy, Mr. Dacer, Mr, Collins, Mr. Waddell,
Mr. Dick, Mr. Cann, Mr. ITenley, Mr. Thomas,
Mrv.: Hogue, Mr. R. J. Anderson, Mr. McGowen, Mr. Brinsloy Hall,
Mr. Corruthers, Mr. Jones, Mr. Macdonell, Myr. Downes,
Mr, Wade, Mr. Mahony, Mr. McGarry, Mr, Cohen,
ALr: Lee, Mr. Flomiug, Mer, Nicholzon, Mr. McKarlane,
Mr: Nobbs, Mr; Law, Mr. Hollig, Mr. Creswell,
My, Latimer, Mr. Daly, Mr. Qakes, Mr. Walter Anderson,
Mr. O’Sullivan, Mr: Kelly, Mr. O'Conor, Mr. Morton,
Mr. Davidson, Mr. Mechan, Mr, Ashton, Tl
Me, Miller, Mr. Gardiner, Mr, W, Millard, SHLETE)
M. Colemmnn, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Burgess, Mr. Mackenzie,
Mz, Levy, Mr. Lhrower, Mr, W.W. Young. Mr, Storey.
Mr. J. H. Young, Mr. Scobie, Tell
Mr. Alan Millard, Mr, Smith, eleers,
Mr. Estell, Mr. Reynoldson, Mr. Donaldson,
Mr. Booth, Mr. Perry (Liv'l. Plains) Mr. Arthur Grifith.
Word stands.

OQlause, as amended, agreed fo,

And clauses 36 to 41 having been dealt with.

SaME Birn.

Loans by bank.

Clause 42. The commissioners may lend moneys of- the bank by way of advances from th
Advance Department.

(a) %Mw@g&ehmmwwﬁaaesMMMe&smﬂw

(a) upon mortgage of an estate of inheritance in fee simple in any land i
the State.

(b) upon mortgage of—

(i) eonditional purchases with or without associated conditional leases #-bransforralbl
owp-Lande—dete-—op

(i1) homestead grants; ex
(#) (iii) homestead selections.
(3t) (iv) seftlement leases.
~ (c) on deposit at call or short notice in ‘any bank of issue in the State, o
on deposit in the Savings Bank Department.
And the clause having been amended as indicated.
Motion made (Mr. Jones), to insert new sub-paragraph to stand as (v).
(¥) “Other leases under the Crown Lands Act having a tenure of at least ten years.”

Queslion put,—* That the words proposed to be inserted, be so inscried.”
Committee



Committee divided.

Aves, 13,
Mr. Estel,
Mry. McGowen,
Mr. Mechae,
Wy, Conn,

Mr. Arthur Griffith,

Mr. Kelly,
Mr. Hollis,
Mr. Daley,
Mer. Nicholson,
Mr. Burgess,
Mr. Seobie.

Pellors,

Mr. Gardiner,
Mxr. Jones.

Proposed insertion of words negatived.
And the claize having been further amended as indieated.
Olause, as amended, agreed to.

And the remaining clauses and the Schedule having been dealt with, and several new clauses
jnserted.

.No. 8,

Sawe Binn.

New Clause,
Every such debenture shall be for the sum of “fifty ” pounds or some multiple
thereof, and shall have such currericy and shall bear such interest; not exceeding four
pounds per centum per annum, payable half-yearly fron the Advance Department, as

the commissioners may fix.

(Read.)

Noes, 38
Mr. Moore,
Mr, Nobbs,
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Carruthers,
Mr. Oreswell,.
Mr. Levy,
Mr. Cohen,
My, J. H. Young,
Mr. Diek,
Ar. Colenan,
Mr. Downes,
Mr, Thomna,
Mr. McGarry,
Mr. Thrower,
My, Charlton,
Mzr. Collins,
Mr. Reynoldgon,
Mr. Donaldson,
Mr. Morton,
Mzr, Fleming,
Mr. R. J. Anderszon,

Mr. Booth,
Mr. Low,

Mr

., Ashton,

Mr. Wade,

Mr.
Mr
Mr

. Alan Miliard,
. Waddell,
. Henler,

Mr. Rringley Hall,

Mr.
Mr.

Hogue,
Walter Anderson,

Mr. (Y Conor,
Mr. Fallick,
Mr. Perry (Liverpool

Plains),

Mr, McFarlane,
Mr. W, Millard.

Tellers,

My, Jessep,

Mr

, Tatimer.

Motion made (Mr. Arthur Grifith), to leave eut in line 1 the word “fifty,” and insert the word

“ten V' instead thereof.

Question put,—* That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the proposed new clause.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 32,
Mr. Moore, Mr,
Mr. Dick,
Mr. O'Conor, Mr.
Mr. Ashton, Mr,
Me. Carruthers, My,
Mr. Wade, Mr.,
Mr. Latimer, Mr.
Mr. Reynoldson, Mr.
Mr. Lee. Mr.
Mr. Booth, Mr.
Mr, Morton, Mr,
Mr. Hogue, Mr.
Mr. Downes, Mr.
Mr. Thomas,
Mr. Coleman,
Mr. R. J. Anderson, Mr,
My, Fallick, Mr.
Ar. Henley,

Word stands.
New clause, as read, ayreed fo.

And several other new clauses having been agreed to,

TPerry (Iaverpool
Plains),

Walter Andergon,
Onlkes,

McCoy,
Dcnaldzon,
Jeszep,

L,

Nobbs,

Bull,

Smitls,

Fleming,

W, Millard.

Tellers,

Davidson,
Collins,

Noes, 11.

Mr. MeGowen,

Mr. Hollis,

Mr. Charlton,

Me, Cann,
Mr. Miller,

"Mr. Nicholsop,

Mr. Estell,

Mer. Throwor,

Mr. McGarry.

Tellers,

Mr. Scobie,

Mr, Arthur GrifGth.

And the Committee continuing to sit after midnight,—

No. 9.

FRIDAY, 11 NOVEMBER, 1904, ax.

SaME Binn.
New Clause.

following purposes, which shall be set out in the mortgage—
(a) to pay off liabilities already existing on the land ;
(b) to pay off money owing to the Crown in respect of the land ;

No such advance on morfgage shall be made except for all or any of the

260
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6

(¢) to make improvements om, or to improve and develop, or to utilise the
agricultural or pastoral resources of the land, or to enable the borrower to
carry on agriculfural or pastoral pursuits on the land.

(2) No person shall apply any portion of any such advance to any other
than such purposes, and if any person is guilty of a contravention of this enactment
the commissioners may cause his estate and inferest in the land to be sold. (REead.)
Motion made (Mr. Arthur Griffith), to insert new sub-section (d)—

“(d) to erect buildings en urban and suburban lands.”
Question put,—That the words propozed to be inserted be 50 inserted.
Commitiee divided.

Ayes, 12, Noes, 30.
Mpr. Hollis, Mr. Moore, Mr. Onkes,
Mr. Scobie, Mr. Morton, Mr. Law,
Mr. Arthur Griflith, - Mr, O’Conor, Mpr. Reynoldson,
My, Cann, Mry. Nobbs, Mr. MeCoy,
Mr. Estell, Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Fleminog,
Mr. MoGowen, Mr, Thomns, Mr. Collins,
Mr. Smith, Mr, Wade, AMr. W. Millard,
Mr. McQarry, Mr. Latimer, My, Donaldson,
Mr. Miller, Mr. Jessep, Mr, Fallick,
Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Ashton, Mr, Walter Anderson,
" -, Mr, Hogue, Mr. Perry {fAverpool
o ‘:;”E"’ Mr, Lecg. Plains),
. Charltor My, Ball,
Mr. Thrower. Mr. Dick, Teilers,
Mr. Henley, Mr. Booth,
Mr. R. J. Anderson, Mr. Downes.
Mr. Duvidson,

Proposed insertion of words negatived.

New clause, as read, agreed to.

And several more new clauses and a new schedule having been agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Carruthers, the Tomporary-Chairman left the Chair to report the Bili with
amendments to the House.

W. 8. MOWLE,
li‘o;- Clerk Assistant.

Sydney ; William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.- 1904,
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WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS

N

-COMMITTEE: OF THE WHOLE.

(EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES.)

Neo. 1.

&

'"WEDNESDAY, 16 NOVEMBER, 1904.

State DEpr axp SixkiNe Fuwp Birw.
Clause 1 having been deslt with.

" Clause 2. (1) There shall be constituted a board of commrasmners, called the * State Debt constitution of
Commissieners,”

(2) The commissioners shall be the persons holding the followmg offices—

the

State Treasurer;

“the Chief Justice;”
the Spoaker of the Legislative Assembly ;

the Under Secretary to the Treasury ;

the%e&dea#e#&&@ewmeﬂ—%&w&g&%&&eﬂ%w-%@&th—%&s (Read.)
Motion made { Mr. MeGowen) to leave out from line 5 the,words ‘4the Chief Justice.”
Question put,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the clause,

Comniittee divided.
. Ay
Mr. Wade,
Mr. Hogue,
My. Ashton,
My, Moore,
My, Carruthors,
My, Eden George,
Mr. Morton,
Mr. Lae,
Mr. Davidson,

Mr. Joho Hurley, -

Mr. Levy,
Mr. Fallick,

My, J. H. Young, .

My, Booth,
Myr. Alan Millard,
. My, Broughton,.
Mr. Nobbs,
- Myr. Coleman,

' Mr. Collins,
Mr. McFarlane,
Mr. Donsldeon,

Words stand,
43510,

e8, 39.

- Mr. Ball,

Mr. Kcarney,
Mr. McCor,
Mr. Law,

Mr. Cohen,
Mr. Winchcombe,
My, McLaurin,
Mr, Downes,
Mr. Henley,
Mr. Fleming,
Mr., Wood,
Mr. Thomas,

Mr. Reynoldson,
Mr. Waddell,
Mr. Oakes,

Tellers,

Mr. Jessep,
My, Latimer.

236—- .

Mr. Brinsicy Hali,

. Macdonell,

. Thrower,

. Daley,

. MceGowon,

. Cann,

. Scobis,

. Nicholson,

. MeGnrry,

. Jones,

. Chartlton,

. Meehan,

. Gardiner,

. Norton,

. W. W. Young,

. Estell, .
. Hollis,

. Fegan,

Mr,

Briner.

"Noes, 20.

Teliers,

Mr. Nielgen,
Mr, Arthur G_rriﬂith.

And

267
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Appointmant of
ellicois.

No, 2,

And the clause having been amended as indicated.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

And the remaining clauses and the schedule having been dealt with, and a new clause agreed to,

on motion of Mr. Carruthers, the Chairwan left the Chair to report the Bill with amend-
ments to the House. :

GovERNMENT SaviNes Bask.Brin:—(Recommitial for the reconsiderstion of clauses 1, 5,7, 19,

No. 3.

24, 28, 29, 30, 24, 35, 86, 37, 57, 58, €0, 62, 63, G4, 65, 67, 69, 71, and the insertion of certain
new clauses.) ' '

Clauses 1, 5, 7, 19, 24, 28, and 29 having been dealt with,—

Clause 30. The commissioners shall appeint such officers, valuators, servants, and agents of the
bauvk as may be required ; and every such officer, servant, or agent whose duties involve the
receipt or custody of moneys or securities shall give such seeurity for the due and faithful
performance’ of bia duties as to the commissioners may seem proper.

The commissioners shall fix the salaries of officers and servants, and the emoluments of valuators
and agents of the bank according to a grading to be made by the regulations.

All such salaries and emoluments, and aleo all expenses incurred in the management of the
bapk, shall be paid by the commissioners out of the funds of the departments of the bank
in such propordions as they may determine. (IRead.)

And the clause having been amended as indicated,—

and emoluments sball be appropriated by Parliament.”

Question put,—That the words proposed to be added be so added.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 23. Noes, 40.
Mr. Thrower, Tell Mr. Levy, My Reynoldson,
Mr. Mechan, ‘ eulers, Mr. Thomans, Mr. Wood,
Mr. Guardiner, My, Bullivan, Mr. Moore, Mr. O'Conor,
Mr. Duley, Mr. Hstell, Mr. Ashton, Mer. Fallick,
Mer. Kelly, Mr. Wade, Mr, Perry {Liverpool
Mr. Nielsen, Mr. Carruthers, Plains),
Mr. Cann, Mr, Jessep, Mr. McFarlane,
Mr. Arthur Griffith, Mr. Creswell, Mr, W. Millard, .
Mr, Norton, Mr. Lee, Mr. Coben, *
Mr. McGowen, Mr. Coleman, My, R. J. Anderson,
Mr. O'Sullivan, Mr. Dacey, Mr. Mshony,
Mr. Jones, Mr. Hogue, Mr. McCoy,
Mr. Scobie, Mr. Booth, Mr. Collins,
Mr. Fegan, Mr. Nownes, Mr. Law,
Mr. Burgess, Mr, Winchcombe, Mr. Eearney,
Mr, Charlton, Mr. John Hurley, Mr. Davideon,
Mr. W. W, Young, Mr, Bsll, Mr, Nobba.
Mr. Nicholson, Mr, Fell, Tell
Mr. McGarry, Mr. Alan Millard, BLET S
Mr. Edden, M, Donaldson, My, Morton,
Mr. Briner. Mr. Henley, Mr. Qakes,
Mr, Fleming,
Negqatived.

Clause, as amended, agreed fo.
And ciause 84 baving been agreed to,—

On motion of Mr. Carruthers, the Chairman left the Chair to report progress, and ask leave to
git again to-morrow.

.

THURSDAY, 17T NOVEMBER, 1904,

Croser SETTLEMENT BIir.

{Resolution.)

Mr, Ashton moved, That the Committee agree to the following resolution :—

Resolved, That it is expedient to bringin a Bill to repeal the Closer Seftlement Aet, 1901; to
authorise the acquisition, by purchase or by resumption, for purposes of seftlement, of
private lands; to constitute and appoint authorities for reports and other * purposes™ under
this Act; to provide for the dealing with and the disposal of acquired Jands and adjacent
Crown lands; to apply certain of the provisions of the Crown Lands Acts and of the
Acts to be read and construed therewith for the purpose of regulating closer settiement
under this Act; and to amend the Crown Lands Acts.

Amendment moved (&r. McGowen) to insert ‘after the word ¢ purposes 7. in line 3 the words
“by lease or homestead selection”

Question pnt,—THat the words proposed to be inserted, be so inserted.
: Committeo

Motion made (Mr, Arthur Griffith), to add at end of clause “ Provided that all such salaries

(s



Committee divided.

Mr.
Mr,
. Katell,

. Arthur CGrifiich,
. Cann,

. Thrower,

. Miller,

. Meehan,

. Maedonell,

. Dacey,

. Bullivan,

. Charlton,

. MeGowen,

. W. W. Young,
, Kelly,

. KEdden,

. Burgess,

. Jones,

. Duley,

. MeGerry

. MeNeill,

. O"Sullivun,

. Smaith,

Nielsen,
Tegan,

Negatived.
Question put,—That the Committee agree to the resolution.
Commitieo divided.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
. Carruthers,

. Jessep,

. Latimer,

. Wade,

N Leo,

, Coleman,

. Eden George,

. Moore,

. Davidson,

. R. J. Anderson,
.J, H. Young,

. Booth,

. Downes,

. Wincheombe,

. Thomas,

. Reynoldson,

. Oakes,

. McCoy,

. Law,

. Fallick,

. Henley, .

Mer,

Agreed

On motion of Mr, Ashton, the

Craswell, .
Ashton,
Nohbs,

Alsn Millard,
to.

to a resolution.

134.]

Ayes, 25,

Mr.
Mr.

Ayes,

Mr

Mr

Mr.

Dr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Tellers, .

Gardiner,
Scobie.

47.

Hogue,
Mackenzic,
Moxham,
Ball,
Briner,
Arthur,
Mahony,
Kearney,
Cutlins,

Perry (Liverpool

Plains),
Wood,
Cohen,

John Hurley,
MeoLaurin,
O'Sullivan,
Morton,

W. Millard,
Brinsley Hall,
0O'Conor,
Dick,

Tellers,

Fell,
Levy.

M¢r., Wade,
Mr. Dick,
Mr. Mahony,

Mr.

Carruthers,

Mr, Lee,
Mr, Thomas,
Mr. Law,

Mr

. Latimer,

Mr. Reynoldzon,
Mr. Moore,
My, Fell,

Mr
Mr

. Davidson,
. Creswell,

Mr. Ashton,
Mr. Moxham,
My, Downes,
Mr. Coleman,

Mr,

HKden George,

Mr. Oakes,

Mr.

Mr

Mr.

R. J. Anderson,
. Ball,
Lary,

Mr. Nobhs,

Dr.

Arthue,

. Cunn,
. Lstell,

. Nielzen,

. Fegan,

. Jones,

. Thrower,

. Mechan,
. Gardiner,

. W. W, Young,

. Kelly,
. Edden,
. McGarry,

. McNeill,

. Smith,
. Daley,
. Bullivan,

. Dacey,
. Macdonell,
. MeGowen,

. Bcobie,
. Burgess,

. Charlton.

Koes, 46.
Mr. J. H. Young,

Mr, Kcarney,
Mr. Collins,

Mr.Perry(Liverpool Piging),

Mr, Wood,
Mr. Cohen,
Mr. McCoy,
Mr. Fallick,

My, Brinsley Hall,

Mr, Henley,
Mr, Alan Millard,
Mr, Mackenzie,

Mr. Wincheombe,

Mr, McLaurin,
Mr. Briger,

Mr. John Hurley,

Mr. O’Conor,
Mr. Hogue,
Mr. Morton,
Mr, W, Miliard,

Tellers,

Mr. Jessep,
Mr. Booth.

Noes, 24.

Tellers,
Mr. Miller,

- Mr, Arthur Qriflith.

Chairman left the Chair to report that the Commities had come

W. 8. MOWLE,

Sydney : William Applezate Gullick, Government Printer. —1004

For Clerk Assistant.
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No. 1.

1904,
(SECOND SESSION.)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

NEW SOUTH WALES,.

No. 6.

WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS

L COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.

. (EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES.)

[

THURSDAY, 24 NOVEMBER, 1904, s

CexTeNARY Pang Saus Bron:—

Clause 1. This Act may be cited as the * Centenary Park *Sale’ Act, 1904.” (Read)
Motion made (Mr. McGowen) to insert after the word “Sale” the words “ or lease.’y
Question put,—That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted.

Committes divided.

Aves, 24. Noes, 41.
Mr. Holmaen, Tell Me. Hogue, My, Regnoldson,
Mr. Conn, eweers, Mr. Moore, . Mr. Mackenzie,
My, Nielsen, Mr. Kelly, Mr. Jessep, Mr. Latimer,
Mr. Sullivan, My, McGarry. Mr. Carrathers, - Mr, Law,
Mr. Scobie, Mr. Lee, Mr. McCoy,
Mr. MacDonell, Mr. Creswell, Mr. Wincheombe,
My, Ball, Mz, Coleman, Mr. Ashton,
Mr. Norton, Mz, Dick. Mr. Storey,
Mr. Arthur Griffith, Mr. Downes, Mr. Collins,
Mr, MeGowen, Mr. Davidson, Mr. MeLaurin,
Mr. Hollis, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Donaldson,
Mr, Gardiner, Mr, Wade, Mr. Briner,
Mr, Charlton, Me. Levy, Mr. Nobbs,
Mr, Edden, Mr. Mahony, Mr. Moxham,
Mer. Jones, Mr. R. J. Anderson, Mr. Levien,
Mr. Dacey, Mr. Fallick, Mr. W, Milard,
Mr. Burgess, Mr. Booth, Mr. Feil,
Mr. Meehan, ‘ Mzy. Henley, Mr. O’Conor,
Mcr. Daleoy, . Mr, Alan Millard, Tall
My, Estell, Mr, Walter Anderson, acters,
My, Smith, Mr, Perry (Ldverpoot  Mr. Cohen,
Mr, MceNeill, - Plains), Mr. Oakes.

Proposed insertion of words negatived.
Clause, as read, agreed to.

Clause 2. The Chief Minister may cause any of the lands described in the Schedule to this Act sale or leasing
to be laid out in building sites, and may sell or lease the same or any part thereof by public
auction, er-private-eontraet; in such areas, and subjeet to such conditions as he may think
desirable. Ior such purposes the Chief Minister may lay out, construct, and dedicate

roads and public places.

In pursuance of any such sale or leasing, the Chicf Minister may exccute all necessary convey-
ances, leases, and assurances. Provided that the expenditure incurred under this

section shall be a first charge against the proceeds of sale or lease. (Read.)

48992 251— Mr.

Short Title.

of lands in
Schedule.
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2

Mr. MeNeill proposing to move,—That the Chairman leave the Chair.
The Chairman refused, under Standing Order No. 330, to receive the motion.

Mr. Mc¢Neill moved,—That the Chairman leave the Chair to report's Point of Ouxrder, and ask
leavo to =it again so soon as the Point of Order bas been decided by the House.

The Point of Order is,—That the Chairman refused to accept a motion to adjourn the proceedings
of the Commitfeo.

And guestion put,
Commitiee divided.

Ayes, 20, Noes, 41
Mr. Daley, Mr. O'Conor, Mr, John Hurley,
Mr, Sullivan, Mr. Wade, Mr, Collins,
Mr. Estell, J Mr. Moore, Mr, Norton,
Mr, Hollis, Mr. Ashton, Mr, Reynoldson,
My, Cann, Mr. Fell, Mr, R. J. Anderson,
My, Smith, Mr. Jessep, Mr. Levien,
My, Gardiner, Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Fallick,
My, Mechan, Mr, Lee, Mr. Booth,
Mr. Nielsen, Mr. Nobbs, Mr, Henley,
Mr. Seobie, © Mr. Creswell, Mr. Alan Millard,
Mr. MeGowen, Mr. Coleman, Mr. Walter Anderson,
Mr. Avthur Griflith, Mr. Downes, Mr, Perry (Liverpool
. © Mr. Edden, Mr. Hogue, LPlains),
© o~ Mr elly,. . .. . . Mr. Davidzon, . My, McLourin,
Mz, Charlton, r Mr. Thomas, Mr. Storey,
Mer. Holman, . Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Donaldson,
Mr. Burpgess, Mr. Ball, Mr. Moxham,
Mr. McGarry. Mr, Levy, Mr. W. Millard,
Tellers, i?r i:\lt:_l,ner, Tellers,
Mr. McNeill, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Cohen,
Mcr, Jones, Mr. Wincheombe, Mr, Oakes,

Negatived. .

And the claue having Lees amended as indicated.

Olause, as amended, agrzed to,

And the remaining elauses and schedule, and the-preamble, of the Bill having been agreed to.

On meotion of Mr, Carruthers, the Chairman left the Chair 1o report the Bill with amend-
ments to the House,

*

W. 8. MOWLE,
For Clerk Assistant,

Syduey @ William Applegate Gullick, Government Trinter. — 1904,
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1904,
" (SECOND SESSION.)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMELY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

No. 7.

WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS

IX

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.

(EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES.)

- WEDNESDAY, 30 NOVEMBER, 1904.
No. 1. '

Croser SerTLEMENT BIni—{Further considered) :—

. Clause 2. The Closer Settlement Aect, 1901, is harcby *“repealed,” but such repeal shall not Repeal
prejudice or affect any proceeding, matter, or thing lawfully done or commenced, or
contracted to be done, under the authority of that Act. (Read.) :

And Mr. Nielsen, the Honorable Member for Yass, proceeding to discuss the details of the
Closer Settlement Act, 1901,— .
The Chairman ruled that the Honorable Member could not discuss the details of the Closer

.Settlement Act, 1901, but could only make a general reference to that Act which the clause
under consideration proposed to repeal. ,

Whereupon Mr. Niclsen moved, That the Chairman leave the Chair to report a Point of Order, '
and ask leave to sit again se soon as the Point of Order has been decided by the House.

The Point of Order i :—That the Honorable Member-for- Yass, Mr. Nielsen; in-
discussing the clause, was referring to the details of the Closer Settlement Act
of 1901 to show why that Act should not be repealed. The Chairman had ruled
that the Honorable Member, while able to refer to the general principles of the
Act, could not refer to details of the Act propesed to be repcaled,—

to which ruling exception is taken. -

Agreed fo.

The Chairman left the Chair accordingly. )
' Committee resumed, Mr. Speaker having upheld the ruling of the Chairman.
Mr. Nielsen proposing to amend the clause by inserting after the word “repealed ” inline 1 the
words ““ with the exception of clauses 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22.”
The Chairman ruled the proposed amendment out of order on the ground that it would be a
negation of the principles of the Bill as read a sccond time,
Whereupon Mr. Nielsen moved, That the Chairman leave the Chair to report a Point of Order,
and ask Jeave to sit again so soon as the Point of Order has been decided by the House,
The Point of Order 18 :—That Mr. Nielsen, the Honorable Member for Yass,
proposed to move an amendment to insert after the word * repealed ” in line 1
the following words: * With the exception of clauses 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16,

17, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 227. The Chairman ruled that the amendment was out of
order,— ’

to which ruling exception is taken.
49387 260—A. ' Question
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Question put.

Committee divided.

Ayes, 21. Noes, 89.
Mr. Estell, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Fleming,
Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Moxham,
Mr. Holman, Mr. Loe, Mr. Mahony,
Mr. Jones, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Walicr Anderson,
Mcr. Scobie, Mr. Eden @corge, Mr. Brinsley Hall,
Mr. Maedonell, Mr. Ware, Mr. J. H. Young,
My, Nielzen, Mr. Levy, Mr. Collins,
Mr. Hollis, Mr. Cohen, Mr. Wood,
Mr. McGuowen, Mr. Alan Millaxd, Mr. Downes,
Mr. Charlton, Mr. Moore, Mr. Swmith,
Mzr. Nicholson, My, R. J. Anderson, Mr. Henley,
Mr. W. W. Young, Mr. Reynoldson, Mr. Perry {Liverpool
Mr. Macdonald, My, Perry (The Rich- Plains),
Mz, Arthur Griftith, mond), Mr. Fallick,
Mr. Burgess, Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Nobbs,
My, Meehan, Mr. M¢Laurin, Mr. O'Conor.
Mr, Dacey, Mr. Litimer, Toll
M. Cann, Mr. Kearney, eteers,
Mr, W. Millard, Mr. Davidson, Mr. Creswell,
Mr. Ashton, Mr, Gillies.
Tellers, BDr. Arthur,
Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Ball,
Mr, McGarry. Mr. Coleman,
Negatived.
No. 2. .
SaME Brrr. ,
Same Clause.
Question put,—That the clause as read stand parh of the Bill.
. Committee divided.
Ayes, 41, Noes, 22.
Mr. Fallick, Mr. Perry (The Richmond), Mr. Cann,
Mr. Hogue, Mr. R. JJ.T indcrson, Mr. Meehan, Tellers,
Mr. Levy, Mr. Donaldeon, Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Builivan,
Mr. Ashton, Mr, Thomes, Mr. Hollis, My, Jones.
Mr. Lee, Mr. Mahony, Mr. Macdonald,
Mr. Moore, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Burgess,
Mr. Wade, Mr. McLaurin, Mr. Charlton,
Mr. Ball, Mr. Eden George, Mr. Macdonell,
Mr. Creswell, Mr. Waddell, Mr. W. W. Young,
Mr. Henlay, Mr. Reynoldson, Mr. Nicholson,
Mr. Nobbs, Mr, Wood, Mr. Estell,
Mr, Cohen, Mr. McFarlane, Mr. Scobie,
Mr, Alan Millard, Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr, Dacey,
Mr. J. E. Young, Mr. Downes, Mr. McGowen,
Dr. Arthur, Mr, Parry (Liverpool Plaing) Mr. Arthur Griffith,
My. Ooleman, Mr. Walter Anderson, Mr. Nielsen,
Mr. Tatimer, Mr. W. Millard, Mr. McGarry,
Mr. Winchcombe, Teller Mr. Holman,
Mr. Moxhom, % Mr. Miller,
Mr. McCoy, Mr. Collins, Mr, Smith.
Mr. Duvideon, Mr. Gillies.
Mr. Kcarney,
Agreed to.

And clauses 8, 4, 5, and 6 having been dealt with,—

No. 3.
Saxe BiLt. . 7
Ainister may, Clanse 7. If such offer has been referred to the Closer Settlement Board, and the report of
Farlinment. that board shows that the land offered is suitable, and is likely to be immediately utilized

for closer settlement, the Minister may snbmit to * Parliament ™ that the land or any part
thereof together with the improvements thereon be acquired—

(a) at the price agked by the owner; or
(b} at the values reported by the Closer Settlement Board ; or
{(c) at a price less than either of the foregoing. (Read.)

Motion made (Br. Arthur GrifFth), to leave out from line 3 the word “ Parliament,” and insert
the words * the Legislativo Arsembly ™ instead thereof.

Question put,—That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the clause.
) Committee



No, 4.

3
Committes divided.
Avyes, 47,
Mr. Moore, My, Waddell,
Mr. Levy, Mr. Kearney,
Mr. Ashton, Mr. Collins,
Mr. Carrutbers, Mr. R. J. Anderson,
Mr. Lee, Mr. Donoldson,
. Mr. Hopgue, Mzr. Fell,
Mr. Waude, Mr. O’Conor,
Mr. Cohen, Mr. Thomas,
Mr. Ball, Mz, Henley,
Mr, Creswell, Mr. Duvidson,
Mr, Nobbs, Mr. Reynoldson,
Mr. Coleman, Mr. Wood,
Mr. Moxham, My, Perry (The Rickmond),
Mr. Booth, Mr. Brinsley Hall,
My, Alan Millard, Mr, Molfarlane,
Mr. Mahony, Mr, Downes, .
My, J. H. Young, Mr. Perry (Liv’l. Plains),

Mr. Fallick,

My, Latimer,

Mr, Fleming,

Myr. Wincheonibe,
Mr. Eden Greorge,
Mr, Gillies,

Dr. Arthur,

" Mr, McLaurin,

Word stands. .

Mr.
Mr.
My,

Mr.
Mr,

Clause, as read, agreed to.

Walter Anderson,
W. Millard,
John Hurley,

Tellers,

Jessep,
Storey.

Mr.
Mr.,
Mr.

Noes, 22, .

Cann,
Soobip,
McGowen,

Me. Dncey,

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Mr.
M.

Mr

. Holman,
. Nielsen,

. foncs,

. MeQarry,
Holtis,
Smith,

. Miller,

Mr, Nicholson,

Mr,

W.W. Young,

Mr. Macdonell,
. Mr. Charlten,
Mr. Macdonald,

Mr

Mr.

Mr

. Sullivan,
Mechan,
. Qardiner,

Me, Burgess.

Mr
My

And clauses 8, 9, 10, and 11 having been ngreed to,—

SaME Binn.

Clause 12. The compulsory provisions of this Aet shall only apply where the private land inten ded Limitation,

Tellers,

. Arthur Griflith,
. Tetell,

to be set apart for closer settlement exceeds *“ twenty " fifteen thousand pounds in value,

without taking into aecount any improvements thereon.

(Head))

Motion made (Mr. Gardiner) to leave out from line 2 the word “ twenty” and insert the word
“ten” instead thereof. :

And the omission of the word “ twenty ”* having been agreed to,

Question put,—That the word proposed to be inserted be so inserted.

Committee divided.

Ayes, 25,
Mr. Scobie,
Mr, Cann,
Mr. Jones, Mr.
Mr. McGowen, Mr,

Mr. Hollis,

Me. Thrower,

Mr. Norton,

Mr. Miller,

Mr. Sullivan,

Mr. Arthar Griffith,
My, Gardiner,

My, O'Sullivan,
Br. Bmith,

Mr. Mechan,

Mr. Eatell,

Mr. Fepan,

Mr. Macdonell,
Mr. Burgess,

Mr. Churlton,

Mr. W. W. Young,
Mr. Nicholson,

Mr, MceGarry,

Mr. W. Millard,

Negatived,

Tellers,

McNeill,
Niclsen,

Noes, 44.
Mr. Moore, Mr. Mahony,
Mr. Levy. Mr. Law,
Mr. O’Conor, Mr, Henley,
Mr. Jessep, Mr, Moxham,
Mr. Thomas, Mr. Downes,
Mr. J. H. Young, Mr. Fell,
Mr. John Hurley, Mr. Collins,
Mr. Alan Millard, Mr. Wood,
Mor. Dick, Mr. Kcarney,

Mr. R. J. Anderson,
Mr. Waddcll,

Mr, Colien,

Mr. Wade,

Mr. Donaldson,

Mr. Latimer,

Mr. Wincheombe,
M. Ball,

Mr. Davidson,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Ashton,

Mr. Hogue,

My, Coleman,

Mr. Walter Anderson,

Motion made (Mr. Waddell) to fill blank with the word “ fifteen.”

uestion put,—That the word proposed to be ingerted, be so inserted,
G P prop

Mrx. McFarlane,

Mr.
My, Peiry (Z'he Rickmond),

Ferry (L4v’l. Plains),

My, Fleming,

Mr
Mr

Mr.
Mr.

. Booth,

. Eden George,
Creswell,
MeLaurin,

My, Reynoldson, "
Mr. Fallick.

My

Tetlers,
. Nobbs,

Dr. Arthur,

Committes

279
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4
Committes divided.

Ajyes, 46. Nocs. 20.
Mr. Nobbs, Mr. R, J. Anderson, , Mr. McGowen,
Mr. Cann, Mr, Davidson, Mr. Burpess,
Mr, Moore, Mr. Alan Millard, Mr. Estell,
Mr. Ashton, Mr. Law, Mr. Scobie,
Mr. Hogue, Mr. Mahony, Mr. Thrower,
Mr. Wade, Mr. Xden George, Mr. Arthur Griffith,
Mr. Lec, Mr. O’Conor, Myr. Jones,
Mr. Floming, Mr, Moxham, Mr, Norbon,
Mr. Ball, Mr. Henley, Mz, Charlton,
Mr. Jessep, Mr. W. W, Young, Mr. Fepan,
Mer. Fulliek, Mr. Woed, Mr. Sullivan,
M. John Hurley, Mr. Perry (The Rickhmond), Mr. Smith,

Mr. J. H. Young, Mr. Revnoldson, My, O'Sullivan,
Mr. Thomas, Mr. MoLaurin, Mr. Nicholson,
Mr. Levy, Mr. Boath, Mr. Mechan,
Mr. Coleman, My, Perry {Leverpool My, Hollis,
Mr. Dick, Plains), Mr. Macdonell,
Mr. Latimer, Mr. Winchcombe, Mr. McNeill.
Dr. Arthur, Mr. Creswell, i

Mr. Waddell, Mr, W, Millard. eelers,
Mr. Donaldson, , Mr. McGarry,
Mr. Downes, Telters, Mr. Gardinle-{.
Mr, Kearney, Mr. Miller,

Mr. Collins, Mr. Nielsen,

Mr. Cohen,

Insertion of word-agreed 0.
Clause, as amended, agreed fo.

And clauses 13, 14, and 15 having been agreed to,—

No. 6

Saye Binrn.

Clause 16. (1) The owner of any private lands referred to the Closer Settlement Board shall

Determination
of part to be
retained.

Right to require
whole cstate to

have the right to retain out of such lands, if resumed, a patt thereof the value of which
{without taking into account any improvements thereon) does not exceed ten thousand
pounds. ‘Where more than one person is the owner of such lands only one such right may
be exercised.

(2) Such right shall be deemed to be waived unless the owner asserts the same in the
way provided in the fourth subsection hereof, and also specifies -the area, situation,
boundaries, and value of the land (without taking into zecount any improvements thereon)
which he proposes to retain,

(3) The area, situation, and boundaries of the land to be so retained shall be
determined by the Closer Settlement Board. -

(4) If the land referred to the Closer Settlement Board comprises part only of that
held by an owner in one contiguous area, such owner shall have the right to require that

be taken, . . . .
o the whole of such area be referred as aforesaid, provided that he asserts such right on the
prescribed form within four weeks of notification of the intention to refer. In such a case
not less than the whole of such area (if any) shall be resumed. [Rend.]
Question put,—That the clause as read stand part of the Bill,
Committee divided.
Ayes, 36. Noes, 21.
Mr. Dicl, Me. O'Conor, Mr. McGarry, Tollers
Mr. ‘Wade, Mr. Perry (ZLiverpool Mr. Scohie, erers,
Mr. Ashton, Plains), Mr. MeGowen, Mr. Holman,
Mr. Moore, Mr. Collins, Mr. Nielsen, Mr, Jones.
Mr. Lee, Mr. Ball, Mr. Thrower,
Mr. Hogue, Mr. Kearney, Mr. Arthur Griflith,
Mr, Davidson, Mr. Wood, Mr. McNeill,
Mr. John Hurley, Mr. Booth, Mr. Chariton,
Dr. Arthur, Mr. R. J. Andorson, Mr. Estell,
Mr. Mahony, Mr. Reynoldson, My, Macdoneld,
Mr, Alan Millard, Mr. Wincheombe, Mr. Burgess,
Mr. Moxham, Mr. Downes, Mr. Cann,
Mr. Latimer, Mr. O°Sullivan, Mr. Hollis,
Mr. McLaurin, Mr. W. Millard, - Mr. Mechan,
Mer. Fleming, Mr, Creswell. Mr. Miller,
Mr. Thotmnas, Tellers Mr, Nicholson,
Mr. Nobbs, ! Mr. Fogan,
Mr. Donaldson, Mr, Jessep, Mr. Gardiner,
Mr. Henley, Mr, Coloman. Mr. Smith.
Mr. Waddell,
lause, as read, agreed to.
. No. 7.
Same Birrn.
Reference 4o Clause 17. (1) After the valuation by the Closer Settlement Board * as aforesaid,” the matter
Parllament. may by the Minister be referred to Parliament.

Resumption nnd

vesting,

(2) If Parliament, by resolution of each House, approves of the resumption of the
land, the Governor shall, by notification in the Gazette, declare that the land deseribed in
such notification has been resumed under and for the purposes of this Act, and the land so

described shall therenpon become vested in Hiz Majesty. [Read.]
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Motion made (Mr. Avrthur Griffith), to leave out from line 1 the words “ as aforesaid,” and
ingert the words “and the Court of Appeal.”

Apnd the Committee continuing to sit after midnight,—

THURSDAY, 1| DECEMBER, 1904, a.M.
Question put,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the clause.
Committes divided. :

Ayes, 31. Noes, 24,

Mr. Les, Mr. Booth, Mz, Scobie, M. Smith,
Mr. Nobbs, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Hollis, Mg, Wswslivan,
Mr. Ashton, Mr. Henley, Mr, McGowen, Mz, Reynoldson,
Mr. Moore, Mr. Downes, Mr, Jones, Mr. Porry (Liverpool
Mr, Winchcoube, Mr. Jessop, Mr. Thrower, Plains),
Mr, O’Couor, Mr. Hogue, Mr, Nielsen, My, Donaldson.
Mr, Davidsen, Mr. Collins, Mr. Katell, Tellers

© Mr. McLaurin, Mr. Law, Mr. W. W. Young, ¢ '
Mr, Coleman, Mr. Keurney, Mr. Macdonell, Mr. ITolman,
Mr. Fallick, Mr. Dick, Mr. Cann, Myr. Arthur Griffivh,
Dr. Arthur, My, Creswell, Mr. Gardiner,
Mr, Latimer, Mr. Walter Anderson. Mr, %Icchan,
My. Moxham M. Buruess,
Mr, Alan Mil,lurd,- Tettors, Mr, Chaglhon,
Mr. John Hurley, Mr. Ball, Mr, Nicholson,
Mr. Thomas, Mr. W. Millard. My, Waddell,
Mr, R. J. Auderson, - Mr, McNeill,

Words stand.

No. 8.
Samz Brir.
Same Qlouse.
Motion made (Afr. Nielser), to add at end of clause * Provided thal no land shall be resumed
under this soetion until the price for such land is fixed either by agreement between the
Minister for Lands and the owner, or under the provisions of the next suceeeding section
of this Act ; and no land shall be resumed under this section if the price to be paid for such

land cxceeds the value placed upon it by the Closer Settlement Board without a further
reference to, and consent by Parliament.”

Question put,—That the words proposed to be added be so added.
Cowmittes divided.

Ayes, 19. Noes, 32,
Mr. Conn, o Mr, Nobbs, Me, Henley,
Mr. Burgess, Telters, Mr, Moors, My, CuIliqu,,
Mr. Hollis, Mr. Nielsen, Mr. Dick, Mr. Donaldson,
Mr. Estell, Mr, Gardiner, Mr. Hogue, Me, O'Bullivan,
Mr. Macdonell, . Mr. Jessep, My, Fallick,
Mr. Scobie, . Mr. Lee, Mr. Fleming, :
Mr. Holman, Mr, Alan Millard, Mr. Perry (Liverpool
My, Meehan, Mr. R. 3, Andcrson, Plains).
Mr. McGowen, Mr, O’Conor, Mr. Creswell,
Mr. Arthur Grifith, : Mz, John Hurley, Mr. Ashton,
Mr, Thrower, Mr. Law, Mr. W. Millard,
Mr. McNoeill, Mr. Latimer, Mr, Walter Anderson,
Mr. Waddell, Mr, Thomus, . Mr. Ball.
Mr. Jones, B Mr. Davideon, . Ler
Mr. Charlton, Mr. Winchcombe, Tellers,
Mr. Reynoldson, Mr. Kearney, Mr, Downes,
Mr. Nicholson. Mr. Moxham, Mr. Coleman,

’ Mr. Booth,

Proposed addition of words negatived.
Clause, as read, agreed to.

No. 8.
Same Brrnr.

Clause 18. {1) The valuation of the land and improvements, as reported by the Closer Settlement prige.

Board shall, subjeet to appeal as hereinunder provided, be the purchase price thereof.

(2) If the vwner be dissatisfied with such price, he may, within twenty-eight days of Appenl.

the notification of resumption as in this Act provided, lodge with the Minister a notice of
appeal on the prescribed form.

271

(3) Such appeal shall be heard by a Court consisting of one of the Judges of the courtorappeal,

Supreme Court, appointed for the purpese by the Governor within fourteen days of such
notice of appeal, and two assessors, one of whom shall be appointed by the Grovernor, and
the other by the appellant within the aforesaid period.

(4) The decision of the said Judge and one of such assessors as to price shall be Decision.

final, whether such price be greater or less than the Closer Settlement Board's reported
valuation. (Read.)

© Motion made (Mr. Arthur Griffitk), to add the following, to stand as subsection {5)—
(5) “ Either party to the proceedings before the Court may appear personally or by agent
“ or with the consent of the other party by counsel or solicitoe.”
Question put,—That the words proposed to be inscrted be so inserted,

49741, 260—B Committeo
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Levy of tunnage
rates.

Charges for
berthing of
vessels on which
tonnage rates
are Nt payable.

Saving,

6
Committee divided.
Avyes, 16. Noes, 36.
Mr. Cann, Mr. Dick, Mcr, Davidson,
Mr. Hollis, Mr, Moore, Mr. Eearncy,
Mr. Estell, Mr. Nobbs, Mr. Wincheotbe,
Mr. Gardiner, ‘ Mr. Jessep, Mr. Ashton,
Mr. Burgess, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Moxham,
Mr. Scobie, Mr. Lee, Mr. Reynoldson,
Mr, Nielsen, . Mr. John Hurley, Mr. Booth,
Mr, McGowen, Mr. Fallick, Mr. Henley,
Mr. Macdounell, My, Coleman, Mr. Walter Anderson,
Mr. Thrower, Mr. R. J. Anderson, Mr, Law,
Mr. Jones, ' My, Heolwan, Mr, Perry (Liverpeol
Mr. Churlton, Mr. Alan Millard, Plains),
Mr, Kicholson, Mr, Creswell, Mr, Fleming,
Mr, Mcchan. Mr. Downes, Mr. W. Millard,
Mr. O’Conor. Mr. Ball,
Tellers, Dr. Arthur,
Mr. McNoill, Mr. Waddell, Tellers,
Mr. Arthur Griflith. Mr. MeLaurin, Mr, Donuldson,
Mry. Latimer, Mr. Cullins.
Mr, Thomas,

Proposed insertion of words negatived.
Olause, as rend, agreed fo.
And clauses 20, 21, 22, and 23 having besn agreed to,

On motion of Mr. Ashton, the Chairman left the Chair to report progross, and ask leave to
git again To-morrow.

FRIDAY, 2 DEOEMBER, 1904,
No. 10.
Syorey Harnour Rares Bmn (No. 2).
Clauses 1 to § bhaving been agreed to.

Clause 6. “ (1) Tonnage rates shall be levied by nnd paid to the commissioners upon every
vessel (except vessels under two hundred and forty tons  of ” register tonnage and lighters)
while berthed at any wharf, dock, pier, jetty, landing-stage, slip, or platform vested in the
commissioners.

(2) On vesscls in respect of which tomnage rates aro mot payable, the commissioners may,
by regulations, impose and provide for the collection of tulls or charges for berthing at
any wharf, dock, pier, jetty, landing-stage, slip, or platform vested in them. Such tolls and
charges may be fixed charges for berthing, or may be in the form of licenses for a fixed

eriod.

(3) %othing in this section shall affect any lease or agreement for a lease of any whark, dock,
pier, jetty, landing-stage, slip, or platform granted or enteréd into by the commissioners.
(Read.)

Motion made (Mr. Perry, The Rickmond), to insert in line 2 after the word “ of " the word “ nett,”
Question put,—That the word proposed to be inserted be so inserted.

Committee divided.
Aves, 13. Noes, 46.
My, Fell, Mr. Mahony, " Mr. Broughton, Mr. Fallick,
Mr. Davidson, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Booth, Dr. Arthur,
Mr. Coleman, Mr. Hollis, Mr. Arthor Griffith, Me. Collins,
Mr. Thoinas, Mr. Thrower, Mr. R. J. Anderson, Mr. Perry (Liverpool
Mr. J. H. Young, Mr. Dacey, Mr. Reynoldson, Plains),
Mr. Porry (The fichmond), . Mr. O’Couor, Mr. Waddell, Mr. Onkes,
Mr, Jones, Mr. Lec, Mr. Winchconibe, Mr. BEden George,
Mr. Storey, Mr. Jessep, Mr. Gillics, Mr. Moore,
"Mr. McFarlane, Mr. Curruthers, Mr, Cresswell, Mr. Gordiner,
Mr. Henley, Mr. Nobbs, Mr. Lotimer, Mr. W, W, Young,
Mr. O'Sullivan. Mr. Burgess, Mr. Mackenzi%,[ I Mr. Ashton.
Mr, McGarry. Mz, Brinsley Hall,
Tellers, Mr. Cann, 7 Mr. Fleming, Tollers,
Mr. McLaurin, Mcr. Chariton, Mr. Wade, Mr. Donaldson,
Mr, W. Millard. Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Nieholson, Mr. Law.
Mz, John Hurley, Mr. Alan Millard,
Mr, Estoll, Mr. Downes,

Proposed insertion of' word negatived.
Clause, as read, agreed lo.
And the remaining clauses and the preamble of the Bill having been agreed to,—
On motion of Mr. Carruthers, the Chairman left the Chair io report the Bill without amendment
to the House
W. 8. MOWLE,
For Clerk Assistant.

Eyducy : Williain Applerate Gullick, Government Printer. 1004
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THURSDAY, 8 DECEMEBER, 1904.
No. 1.
CLOSER SETTLEMENT Brnr—{Further considered) :—

Clauses 24 and 25 having been agreed to,—

279

Clanse 26. Any-percon—whether-male—or—fomalo-netbeing underthe-age-of-bwenty-one-years; ANY qualisications to

male person not being under the age of eighteen years and any female person not
being under the age of twenty-one years, and not being the holder of any land
except—

(a) town or suburban land as defined in the Crown Lands Aets; or

(b) land under lease as provided for in this Act or a settlement township allolsment
thereunder; or

(¢) land held as a tenant from a private heldor,
may apply for a settlement purchase nnder this Act, subject to the following provisions :(—

(1) Such person shall not for the purpose of applying under this Act have divested
himeself or herself of any land held by him or her within twelve months before the
date of application under this Act.

(2) Such person if a female shall be unmarried, or widowed, or if married, be livin
apart from her husband under an order for judicinl separation made by & court o
competent jurisdiction. (Read.)

And the clause having been amended as indicated.

Motion made (M». Morion) to leave out sub-seetion (1).

Question put, That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the cla,use
Committee divided.

Ayes, 43. Noes, 13,
Mr. MeCoy, Mr. MecLaurin, Mr. Cohen; Mr. Davidson,
Mr. Hogue, Mr. Raynoldson, Mr. Law, Mr. Thrower,
Mr. Ashton, Mr. Macdonell, Mr. Walter Anderson, Mr. O'Sulliven,
Mr. Moore, Mr. Waddell, Mr. John Hurley, Mr. Downes,
Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Estell, Mr. Lee, Mr. Fieming,
Mr, Jones, Mr. Cherlton, Mr. Ducey, . Mr. Perry(The Rickmond),
Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Cann, Mr. O’Congr, Mr. Creswell,
Mr. Ball, Mr. Diek, Mr. Qakes, Mr. McFarlane;
Mr, Edden, Mr. Hollis, Mr. J. H. Young, Mr. Beonnett,
Mr, Wade, Mr. Perry (Liverpool  Mr, Moxhsm. Mr. Briner,
Mr. Follick, Plains), el My, Coleman,
My, Booth, Mr. Nohbs, oLLers, Tell
Mr. Alan Millard, Mr. McGharry, Mr. Nislsen, elers,
Mr. Koelly, Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Scobie. Mr. W, Miliard,
Mr., Burgess, Mz, Thomas, Mr. Morton.
Mr, Macdonald, Mr. W, W. Younp,

Words stand.
. Olause, ae amended, agrecd to.
And clauses 27 and 28 having been dealt wnth —
49714 Mi—

apply for land
under thig Ack,
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No. 2.

Settlement
purchase, title,
and gencrnl
conditions.

Instalments,
rate of interest.

Regidence,

Improvements.

SaME Brrnr.

Clause 29. The title of a settlement purchase under this Act shall commence from the date of
application therefor, if valid, and every such purchase before grant shall be subject to the
following covenants and conditions, and to such other conditions and restrictions relating
to mining, cultivation, destruction of vermin and noxious weeds, insurance against fire, or
other matier or matiers as may be preseribed : —

(=)

(b)

At tho end of the first year from the date of appiication, or within three months
thereafter, there shall be paid an instalment on the purchase money at the rate of
five per centum of the capital value of the land, and thereafter in like manner a
like instalment annually until the balance of the purchase money, together with
interest at the rate of four per centum per annum thereon, shall have been paid ;
but two or more instalments may bo paid at the same time.

A condition “of"” residence for ten vears shall attach 10 every settiement purchase,
and shall commence within twelve months after the date of the land board's
decision allowing the purchase: *“ Provided that the commencement of residence
“may be extended to any date within five vears of allowance of purchase, on such
“terms and conditions as to improvements and cultivation as may be agreed upon
“hetween the local land board and the ‘ purchaser.’” For the purposes of this
Act, residence shall be taken to mean continuous and bona fide living, as the
purchaser’s usual home, without any other habitual residence, upon any settlement
purchaze or upon any township settlement allotment in the same settlement
purchase area. Oa application on the preseribed form the land board may permit
the residence condition to be performed in any adjacent village or town. Buch
permission may be conditional or unconditional, The land board or the chairman
for the land board may, at any time after application on the prescribed form, and
for due cause shown, suspend the condition of residence either unconditionally or
on conditions.

(¢} If the land be unimproved the purchaser shall make substantial and permanent

improvements on-the-land thereon to the value of ten per contum of the capital
value thereof, within two years from the date of commencement of the purchase,
and to an additional five per centum of the eaid value within five years of the said
commencement, and to a further additional ten per centum within ten years from
the same date. Existing improvements on the land shall, to the amount of
their value, be held to fulfil this condition. Boundary fencing shall be
deemed to be an improvement within the meaning of this section: Provided that
nothing in this sub-section shall limit the power of the local land board
to prescribe the value of improvements to bz effscted under the provisions
of sub-section (b). (Read)

. Motion made (Mr. Arthur Grifithk) to insert in line 12 after the word *“of” the word
¢ perpetual.”

Question put,—That the word proposed to be inserted be so inserted.
Committee divided.

Mr,
My,
Mr.
. Burgess,

. Holman,

. McGarry,

. Sullivan,

. Arthur Griflith,
. Jones,

. Bennett,

. Hollis,

. Edden,

. Charlton,

. W.W. Young,
. Gardiner,

. Kelly,

. 8Smith,

. MeNeill,

Ayes, 20,

McGowen,
Canp,
Macdonell,

Tellers,

Mr. Nielsen,

Mr.

Eotell.

Mr, Croswell,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
. Downes,

, Hoguc,

, Nicholson,

. Macdonald,

. Booth,

. R. J. Apderaon,
. Coleman,

. Collins.

. Wincheombe,

. Gillies,

. Donaldson,

. Lintimor,

Waddell,
Moore,
Davidson,
Becobio,
Nobbs,
Carruthers,
Levy,
Aghton,

J. H. Young,

Proposed insertion of word negatived.

No. 8.

SamE Brin.

Samne Clauas.

Motion made (¥Mr, Nielsen) to leave out from lines 14 to 17 the words “ Provided that tho
commencement of residence may be extended to any date within five years of allowance of
purchase, on such terms and conditions as to improvements and cultivation as may be
agreed upon between the local land board and the purchaser.”

Question put,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the clause.

Mr.

Me.
My
Mr.
Mr,
Dr.

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mz,

Mr.
My,

Mr.

Koes, 50.

Taw,
Lee,

Mr. McTarlane,
Mr. Storey,

Perry (Liv'l Plains),Mr. Oakes,

Moxham,
Ball,
Arthur,

‘Walter Anderson,

Morton,
Dick,
Henley,
Mahony,
Fleming,
Alan Millard,
John Hurley,
Wood,

Eden George,
‘W. Millard,
Wade,
Q’Conor,
McCoy,
Thomas,

Mr, Fallick,

Mr. Cohen.
Tellers,

Mr, Jessep,
Mr, Broughton.

Commitiee



No. 4.

Committee divided.

Ayes, 38,

My, Cohen,

Mr. Moaore,

Mr. Wade,

Mr. Nobbe,

Mr. Curruthers,
Mr. Ashton,

Mr. Creswell,
Mer. Jessep,

Mr. Hogue,

Mr. Dounaldson,
Mr. Les,

Mr, O'Conor,
Mr. Downes,

Mr. Booth,

Mr. Latimer,
Mr. Thomas,

Mr. Oakes,

Mr. Coleman,
Mr. John Hurley,
Mr. J. H. Young,

. Words stand,

Sayme Binr.

Same Clause.

Mr. Moxhan,

Mr. Fallick,

Mr. Henley,

Mr. Wood,

Mr. Dick,

Mr, Law,

My, Kden George,
Mr. Alan Millarg,
Mr. W. Millard,
Mr. Morton,

Mcr. Fleming,

Mr. Winchcombe,
Mr. Bennelt, )
Mr. R. J. Anderson,
Mr. McCoy,

Mr. Davigeon.

Tellers,

Mr. Broughton,
Mr. Levy.

Noes, 32.

Mr, Kelly,

Mr. Estell,

Mr. Macdorell,
Mr. Arthur Griffith,
Mr. Cenn,

Mr. Niclsen,

Mr. Scobie,

Mr, Thrower,

Mr. Levien,

Mr. Kddeu,

Mr. Nicholson,
Mr. W. W. Young,
Mr. Miller,

Mr, Macdonald,
Mr. Burgees,

Mr. Charlten,

Mr. Hollis,

Mr. McGarry,

Mr. McFarlane,

M. Waddell,

Mrx. Perry {Liverpool
Plains),
Mr. Collins,
Me. Briver,
Mr. Gardiner,
Mr. McGowen,
My, McNeill,
Mr, McLaurin,
My, Smith,
Mr. Ball,
Dr. Arthur,

Tellers,

Mr. Holman,
Mr, Jones.

Motion made (Dr. Arthur) to insert in line 17 after the word © purchaser” the words “but
preference shall in oll cases be given to purchasers who are prepared to cnter into imme-

" diate residence.”

Question put,—That the words proposed to be inserted, be so inserted.

Committee divided.

Ayes, 27,

Mr. Miller,
Mr. Cann,

Mr. Nielsen,
Mr. Jones,

Mr. Burgess,
Mr. Kelly,

My, ‘Thrower,
De, Arthur,
Mr. Seobie,
Me. Hollis,
Mr. Gardiner,
Mr. Mc¢Gowen,
My, McNeill,
Mr. Charlion,
Mr, Edden,
Mr. Nicholson,
Mr. W. W. Young,

Mz, Perry (Idverpool

Plains),
Mr. Waddell,
Mr. Ball,

Mr. Meehan,

Mr. Arthur Griffith,
Mr. Macdonald,
Mr. 8mith,

Mr, MeGorrey,

Tellers,

My, Hoiman,
Mr. Estell.

Proposed insertion of words negatived.

And the clause having been amended as indicated,—

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

And the remaining clauses having been dealt with, and a proposed new clause to follow clanse
54 raled out of order.

On motion of Mr. Ashton, the Chairman left the Chair to report the Bill with amendments to the

House,

Noes, 39,
Mr. Diel, Mr. MeCoy,
Mr. Wade, Mr. Coleman,
Mr. Moore, Mr. Morton,
Mr. Hogue, Mr. Booth,

Mr. Broughton, -
Mr. Carruthers,
Mr. Aghfon,

Mr. Lea,

Mr. Cohen,

Mr. Creswell,

Mr. Oakas,

Mr. Downes,

Mr. Srorey,

Mr. Mexham,
Mr, R. J. Anderson,
Mr. J. H. Young,
Mr, Tatimer,

Mr. Law,

Mr. Donaldson,
Mr. Bennett,

Mr, Daridson,

Mr. Henley,

Mr. Eden George,
Mr. Alon Millard,
Mr. Walter Aunderson,
Mr. Fallick,

Mr. Briner,

Mr. W, Millard,
Mr. Fleming,

Mr. Thomas,

Mr, O'Coneor,

Mr, Wood,

Mr. Nobbs.

Tellers,
Mr. Levy,

Mr. John Hurley.

W. 8. MOWLE,

Eydney : William Applezate Guillek, Gavernment Prisvter, —3004,

84,

For Clerk Assistant,
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No. 1.

1904, -
(SECOND SESSION.)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMDLY.

NEW S0UTH WALES,

No. 9.

—_—

WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS

N

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.

(EXTRACTRD FROM THE MINUTES)

TUESDAY, 13 DECEMBER, 1004,

Sear oF GOVERNMENT AcT.

( Resolutions—further considered.)
Question again propesed on tho mation of Mr. Carruthers,—That the Committee agreo to the

following resclutions :—

That, having considered the terms and provisions of the Act passed by the Parlisment of the
Commonwealth of Australia, entitled “ An Act to determinc the Seat of Government of the
“ Commonwealth,” it is resolved,—

(1.) That this State will not grant an area of not less than 900 square miles, with access

to the sen, in any part of this State as Federal territory for the purposes of section 125 of

the Commonwealth Constitution Act.

{2.) That the true intent of the said scction as understood by this State was that the
limitation of “not less than 100 square miles” denoted an area as closely approximating
thereto as the ordinary needs of a Seat of Government might require.

{3.) That, in order to assist in a constitutional determination of the Seat of Government of
the Commonwealth, the Government of this State is authorised to formally offer to grant to
the Federal Government an aren of between 100 square miles and 200 square miles, at or
near the four following sites :—Tumut, Lyndhurst, Dalgety, and Yass. )

(4.) That, if reservations be required outside the Federal territory for catchment for water
supply, this State is prepared to make any just and equitable provision for the same.

(5.) That the matter of cxpenditure on railway communication fo the Seat of Government
must be clearly arranged for in negotiations with the Commonwealth Government, inasmuch
as this State will not be justified in any large undertaking of an unproductive character in
improving existing lines, or constructing a new one.

And the Committee continuing to sit 111} after Midnight,—

WEDNESDAY, 14 DEOEMBER, 1904, A,

And it being required that the Resolutions be considered seriatinm,—
Resolution No. 1 propoesed,—(1.) “ That” “this™ State will not grant an aren of not less than

900 square mles, with access to the ses, in any part of thiz State as Federal territory for
the purposes of section 125 of $he Cowmmonwealth Constitution Act.

50162 286—A - Motion
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2

-

Molion made (Mr. Gardiner) to insert in line 1, after the word *“ That,” the words *in order to
determine the situation aud the area of the territory to be hauded over to the Common-
wealth Government, the whole question should be submitted to a vote of the electors of
New South Wales in the following manner . —

Ballot {1)—Lyndhurst
Armidale
Yass
Dalgety.

Ballot (2)—900 square miles
100 square miles.”

Question put,—That the words proposed to be inserted, be so inserted.
Committee divided,

Ayes, 14 Koes. 50.

Mr. McGowen, Mr. Broughton, Mr. Oalkes, Mr. Lo,
Mr. Hstell, Mr. Moore, Mr. Storey, Mr. Perry (Liverpool
Mr, Arthur Griffith, Mr. Wade, Mr. Smitl, Plains),
Mr. Burgose, Mr. Hopue, Mr, Bennett, Mr. Creswell,
Mr. Scobte, Mr. Ball, Mr. O'Sullivan, Mr. Miller,
Mr. Hollis, Mr. Lee, Mr. Ashton, Mr. John Huriey,
Mr. Gardinor, Mr. Reynoldson, Al Norton, Mr, Coleman,
Mr. Kelly, Mr, Carruthers, Mr. W, W. Young, Mr. Fallick,
Mr. Meehan, Mr. Fegan, Mr, Menley, Mr. W, Millard,
Mr. Mocdonald, Mr, ‘I hrower, Mr, R. J. Anderson, Mr, Walter Auderson,
Mr. McGarry, Mr. Charlton, Mr, Alan Millurd, M. (¥ Couor,

‘ Mr. Joncs, Mr. Darvidson, Mr. Mahony, Mr. Cohen,

\ Tellers Me. dessep, Mr. Collins, Mr, Dick,
e Mr. Booth, Nir. Nobba, il
M7, Dacey, Mr. Downes, Mr. Grillies, eiters,
Mr. MeNeill, Mr, Levy, Mz, Wood, Mr. Donaldson,
Mr. Waddell, Mr, Fell, Mr. McLaurin,

Mr. Latimer,
Insertion of proposed words negatived.

Mr. Morton,

No. 2.
SaME REsoLvTON. A
Motion made (Mr. Arflur Griffith), to leave out from line 1 the word * this ™ and insert the
words “the Government of this State is liereby authorised to offer to the Federal
Governmens an aren of not less than 900 square miles, within which the seat of Government
ghall be establizhed.”

No. 8.

Question put,—That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the Resolution.

Committea divided.

Mr. Iogue,
Mr, Carrathers,
Mr. Nobbs,

Mr. Broughlon,
Mr. Wade,

Mr. Lee,

Mr., Levy,

Mr. Fegan,

, Moore,

. Mahony,

. Alan Millard,
. Downes,

. Booth,

. Scobie,

. Hollis,

Mr, Waddell,
Mr, Storey,
Mr, Jessep,

Word stands.

T 8iME BESOLUTION.

. Hogue,

. Nobbs,

, Cnrruthers,
. Wade,

. Lee,

. Levy,

. Latimer,
M. O'Conar,
Mr. Broughion,
My Maorn,

Mr. Muhony,
My, Alan Mitlaed,
Mr. Downes,
Mr. Bootl,

My, W Millarq,
Mr, Ball.

Mr. Mclaurin,
Mr. Davidson,

Agreed to.

Aves, 49,
¥r. Donaldeon,
Mr, Oakes,
Mr. Nortou,
Mr. MecLaurin,
Mr. Collins,
Mr, Beunelt,
Mr. Gillies,
Mr. Miiler,
Mr. Ashton,
Mr. Welter Apderson,
Mr. W, W. Young,
My, Law,
Mr. Henley,
Mr. Smith,
Mr. Reynoldson,
Mr. Daviason,
Mr. O'Conor,
Mr. Weod,

Aves, 49.
Mr. John Hurley,
Mr. Waddell,
Br. Jessep,

© Mr, Storey,

Mr. Norton,
Mr. Donnldson,
M. Bennett,

"Me. Miller,

Me, Asliton,

Mr. Walter Anderson,
Mr, Law, -

Mr. Henley,

Me. Smith,

A, Reynoldsen,

Mr. Collins,

Mr, Wond,

Mr, olis,

Apd Resolution No. 2 having been agreed fo.

Mr

Av.
Mer.

Mr.
M.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,

Mr

Mr,
Mr,

Mr

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Tell,

Morton,

Perry (fAverpool
LPlains),

John nrley,
Creswell,
Fallick,

W. Millard,

R. J. Aundereon,
Colemnn,

Dick,

Cohon,

Tellers,

Latimer,
Ball.

_ Question put,—That the Committee agree to the Resolution.
Committee divided.

Fell,

Morton,

W. W. Young,
Perry (Liverpool
Plains),
Svobic,
Creswell,
Fegan,

Tick,

. £ Anderson,
Fulliclk,
Celemnan,
Cohen,

Teilers,

Onkes,
Giltes,

Naes, 15,
Me. MeNeill,
Mr. Kstell,

Mr

M.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr,
Mr.

. Dacay,
McGuwen,
Burgess,
Charlton,
Mechan,
Thrower,
Muocedonald,
McGarry,
Kelly,
Jones,
(O'Sullivan
Tellers,

Arthur Griflith,
Gardiner,

Noces, 13.

Mr

MMr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
M.
Mr.

M,

. McGowen,
Charlton,
Mechan,
Eatell,
Dacey,
(Fardiner,
(Sullivan,
Arthur Griffith,
Macdonald,
MeGarry,
Jones.

Teilers,

Thrower,

Mr. Kelly.

No.



No. 4.

Resolution No. 3 proposed,

(3.) That, in order to assist in a constitutional determination of the Seat of Government of the
Commonwealth, the Government of this State is authorised to formally offer to grant to
the Federal Government an atea of between 100 square miles and 200 sguare miles, at or

near one of the feur following sities :—* Tunut,” Lyndhurst, Dalgeby; and Yass,
And the resolution having been amended as indieated.

Motion made (Mr. Waddell), to leave out from line 4 the word * Tumut.”

Question put,—That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the Resolution.

Committee divided.

Ayes, 83,

Mr. Nobbs, Mr.
Mr. Moore, Mr.
Mr, Wade, Mr.
Mr. Crrruthers, My,
Mr, Donaldson, Mr.
Mr. McLaurin, Mr.
Mr. Levy, Mr.
Mr. (¥Caonor, Mr.
Mr. Lee, Mr,
Mr. Ashion, Mr.
Mr. Broughton, © Mnr,
Mr. Mahony, Mer,
Mr. Alan Millard, Mr.
Mr. Downes,

Mr. Morton,

Mr. Ball, Mr.
Mr. Fallick, Mr.
Mr. John Hurley,

Word stands,

No. 5.

No. 6

Same ResoryTion.

Hogue,
Gillies,
Miller,
Walter Anderzon,
Henley,
Reynoldson,
McGarry,
Wood,

W. Millard,
Creswell,
Collins,
Dick,
Cohen.

Tellers,

Davidson,
Koelly.

Noes, 28.

My, Estell,

Mr. Scobie,

Mr. Dacey,

Mr. Arthur Griffith,
Mr, Charlton,

Mr, Meechan,

Mr. Gardiner,

Mr. Hollis,

Mr. Waddell,

Mcr. Btorey,

Mr. Fegan,

Mr. Oakes,

Mr, Latimer,

Mr. Booth,

Mr. R. J. Anderson,
Mz, Thrower,

Mr. Norton,

Mr. Macdonald,

Mr. W. W. Young,
Mr. Perry {Liverpool
Dlains),

"Mr, Smith,

Mr, Bennett,
Mr, Fell,

Mr, Jones,
Mr, Holman,
My, Coleman.

Tellers,

Mr. Jossep,
Mr, Law.

Motion made (Mr. Waddell), to leave out from line 4 the word “ Dalgety.”
Question put,—That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the Resolution.

Committee divided.
Ayes, 21.

Mr. Moore,

Mr. Arthor Griffith,

Mr. Carruthers,

Mr, Wade,

Mr. Hogue,

My, O'Cornor,

Mr, Levy,

Mer, Ashion,

Mr, Miller,

Mr. Nobbs,

Mr. Alan Millard,

Mr. Downes,

Mr. Fallick,

Mr. Lee, -

Mr, Roynoldson,

Mr, Wood,

Mr. W. Millard,
r. Cohen,

Mr. Diek.

Tellers,

Mr. Creswell,
Mr. Davidson,

Word omitted.

S8amE ResonvTIon.

Noes, 40.

Mr, Gurdiner,
Mr, Hollis,

Mr. Dacey,,

Mr. Sechie,

Mr. Jessep,

My, Eelly,

Mr. Meehan,

Mz, Charlton,
Mer. Estell,

Mr. M‘Garry,
Mr. Broughton,
Mr. John Hurley,
My, Waddell,
Mer. Btorey,

Mr. Law,

Mr. Qukes,

Mr. Latimer,

Mr. Booth,

Mr. Gillies,

Mr. R. J. Anderson,
AMr. Donnldson,
Mr. Macdonald,
Mr. W, W. Young,

Motion made (Mr. MecLawurin), 4o add the word “ Tooma.”
Question put,~—That the word proposed to be added be so added.

Committee divided.
Ayes, 16,

Mr. Gardiner,
Mr. Hollis,
Mr. Estell,
Mr. Meehan,
Mr. Macdonald,
Mr. W. Millard,
Mr. Jones,
Mr. Kelly,
Mr. Norton,
Mr. Donaldson,
Mr. Reynoldson,
Mr. McGarry,
Mr, Ball,
My, Bennett,

Tellers,

Mr. MeLaurin,
Mr. Seobie.

Mr. Moore,
Mr. Wade,

Mr, Creswell,
Mr. Levy,

Mr. Dacey,

Mr. Carruthers,
Mr. Jessop,

Mr. O’Conor,
Mr, Hogue,
Mr. John Hurley,
Mr, Lee,

Mr, Ashton,
Mr. Law,

My, Waddell,
Mr. Storey,
My, Davidson,
Mr. Oakes,

Mr. Latimer,

Addition of proposed word negotived.

Noss, 44.

M. Booth,

Me. Gillies,

Mr. R. J. Anderson,

Mr. Miller,

My, Downes,

Mr. W. W, Young,

Mr. Perry (Liverpool
Plains),

My, Mahony,

Mr, Henley,

Mr. Swith,

Mr. Thrower,

Mr. Alan Millard,

Mr. Fell,

Mr. Wood,

Mr. MeNeill,

My, Fallick,

Mr. Walter Anderson,

Mcr. Ball,

Mr. Perry (Liverpool
Plaina),

Mr. Mahony,

3r. Henley,

Mr. Smith,

Mr. Thrower,

Mr. (¥Sullivan,.

Mr, Fell,

Mr. Jones, .

Mr. Walter Anderaon,

Mr, Collins,

Mr. Bennett,

Mr. Morton,

Mr. Colemsn,

Mr. McNaill,

Mr, Norlon.

Tellers,

Mr, MeLaurin,

Mr. Nobbs,
Mr. Cellins,
Mr, Coleman,
My, Morton,
Mr. O’Bullivan,
Mr. Cohen, ~
Mr, Dick.

Tellers,

- Mr. Charlton,

Mr, Broughton,

285
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No. 7.

t-

S:me RBesonvtios.
Motion made (Mr. Ball), to add the word “ Tabletop.”
Question put,—That the word proposed to be added, be so added.

Committee divided.

Ayes, 15,

Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
M,
Mr.
Mr.

M.
Mr.

Gardiner,
Holtis,
Estell,
Scobie,

Ball,
McGarry,
Reynoldson,
Donuldson,
W. Millard,
Jones,
Macdonsld,
Mechan,
McLaurin.

Tellers,

Norton,
Kelly,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr,

Moore,
Wade,
Creswell,
TJEV}‘,

Nacey,
Carrutbers,
Jessep,
O'Conor,
Hogue,
Charlton,
Broughton,
John Hurley,
Loe, »
Ashton,

Alan Millard,
Waddell,
Storey,

Addition of propused word ﬂ.og'atiwd.

Resolution, as amended, agreed 1.

Noeg, 43,
Mr.
Mr.
My,
Mr.
Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.

Davidson,
Oakes,
Latimer,
Boath,

Gillies,

R, J. Anderson,
Miller,

Perry (Liverpool
Plains),
Mahony,
Henley,

Smith,

My, Thrower,

Mr, Law,

Mr, Fell,

Mr. Woed,

Mr, McNeill,

Mr.
Me
Mr.

-f

Mr. Fallick,

Mr. Walter Anderson,
Mr, Nobbs,

Mr, Collins,

Mr. Coleman,

Mr. Morton,

Mr. Bennett,

Mr. O’8ullivan,

Mr, Cohen,

Mr. Digk,

Tellers,

Mr. W. W, Young,
Mr. Downes,

And Resolutions Nos. 4 and 5 having been agreed to, and a proposed new Resolution, to stand
as No. 6, negatived,—

On motion of Mr, Carrathers, the Temprrary Chairman, Mr. Nielsen, left the Chair to
report that the Commitiee bad come to coertain resolutions.

No. 8.

WEDNESDAY, 11 DECEMBER, 1904,

SvprLy—DEsriMates oF Exrexprruze, 1904-1905.

The Estimate under Supplement to Schedule B having boen agreed to,—

EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE.

The Estimate for Viee-President of the Exccutive Council and Represeniative of the
Government in the Legislative Council having been dealt with,—

Legislative Couneil,

Legislative Council for the year 19045,

Motion made (Mr. Norion),—That the item, “ President £1,100,” be reduced by £850—and
question put.

Committee divided,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr,
My,
Mr.
Mr.

Cann,
Thrower,
Burgess,
Daley,
Kelly,
Nieleen,
Sullivan,

Mr

Ayes, 41,
. McLaurin,

Mr, Reynoldson,

Mr
Mgz

. Latimer,
. Gillies,

Mr. Perry (The Rich-

Mr.

mond},

John Hurley,

Mr. R. J. Anderson,
Mr., Mechan,
Mr. Edden, .
Mr. W, Millard,
Mr. J. H. Youny,
Mr. Booth,
Mr. Wincheombe,
Mr, Miller,

* Dr. Arthur,

» Mr, O’S3allivan,

Mr, Hollis,

Item reduced.

Same Estimate,

Mr. Coleman,

Mr. Perry {Liverpool
Plains),

Mr. Nicholson,

Mr. Gardiner,,

Mr. Walter Anderson,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Creswell,

Mr. Thomas,

Me. W. W. Young,

Mr. Estell,

Mr

Mr.
Mr.
. Briner,
Mr,

Mr,
Mr.

. McGarry,
Charlton,
MeNeill,
M¢Coy.
Tellers,

Arthur Griflith,
Norton.

Question proposed,~—That there be granted to His Majesty a sum not exceeding £5,977 for

Noes, 16.

Mr. Wade,

Mr. Moore,
My, Hogue,
M. Cohen,
Mr. Morten,
Mr, Carruthers,
Mr. Lee,

Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
Me.

My

Mr.

Nobbs, -
Ashton,
Tallick,
Law,

. Davideon,
McFarlane,

Mr. Jessep.

Mr
Mr.

Tellers,

. Moxham,
. Donaldson.

Motion made (Mr. Kelly),—That the itom ' Clerk of the Parliaments—£740" be reduced by
£240,—and question put.

Committee



Committee divided.

Ayes, 26.

Mr. Thrower,

Mer. Miller,

e Mr, Sullivan,
Mr. Booth,
Mr. J. I. Young,
Mr. W. Miilard,
Mr. Hdden,

' Mr. Nicholson,
Mr, Nielsen,
Mr, Dollis,
Mr. Arthor Griffith,
Mr. Briner,
Mr. McLaurin,
Mr. Beynoldson,
Mr. Perry (The Rich-

mond),

Br. Crillies,

Mr, Estell,

Mr, Burgess,

Mr. Walter Anderson,

Mr. W. W, Young,

hfr. Perry( Liverpool
Plaing},

Mr. McGarry,

Mr, McNeill,

Mr. Charlton.

Tellers,

Mr. Kelly,
Mr. Dacey.

Reduction of item negatived.

No. 10.

Surrny.

Same Estimale.

Noes, 31.

Mr. Wade,

Mr. Cann,

Mr. Hogue,

Mr, Thomas,
Mr, Carruthers,
Mr. Lee,

Mr. Meehan,
Mr. Ashton,
Dr. Arthur,
Mr. Colien,
Mr. Nobbs,
Mr. Moore,
MMr. Jones,

My, Norton,
Mr, O’Sullivan,
Mr. Low,

Mr, McCoy,

Mr. John Hurloy,
Mr. Coleman,

Mr. Fallick,

Mr, Jessep,

Mr. McFurlane,
Mr, Davidson,

" Mr. Latimer,

Mr, Winchcombe,
Mr. R. J. Anderson,
Mr. Morton,

Mr. Moxham,

Mr. Donaldeon.

Tellers,

Mr. Creswoll,
Mr. Gurdiner.

Motion made (Mr. Miller),~That the same item be redueed by £140,—and question put.

Committee divided.

Mr, Daley,

My, Canun,

My, Alller,

Mr. Kelly,

Mr. Norvton,

Mr, Thrower,

My, Morton,

Me. Nicholson,

M. Booth,

Mr, J. H. Young,

Mr. Donaldaon,

Mr, Nielsen,

Mr, Hotlis,

Mr. Arthur Griffith,

Mr, Briner,

Mz, McLayrin, -

Mr. Reynoldaon,

Mr. Porry (The Bick-
mond},

Item reduced,

No. 11,

Same Estimate,

And the item “ Clerk Assistant—#£560 " having been reduced by £60.

Aves, 41.

Mr. Ghillies,

Mr. Estell,

Mr. Burgess,

1. Arthur,

Mr. Law,

Mr. Walter Anderson,

Mre. W. W, Young,

Mr, John Hurley,

Mr. Yerey (Liverpool
Plainy).

Mr. Winchcombe,

Mr. Colemun,

Mr. R. d. Anderson,

Mr. McGarry,

Mr, McCoy;

Mr. Latimer,

Mr. O'Sullivan,

Mr. McKeill,

Mr, Charlton,

Mr
Mr

Mr. Dacey.

Mr

Me,

. Collins,
. Edden,

Tellers,

. Meehan,
Sullivan,

Noes, 17.

Mr, Wade,

Mr, Hogue,
Mvr. Colien,
Mr. Creswell,
Mr. Thomas,
Mr. Carruthera,
Mr. Lee,

Mpr. McFarlune,
My, Davidson,
Mr, Fallick,
Mr, Ashton,
Mr. Nobbs,
Mr. Levien,
Mr. Moore,
Mr. Jonce.

Tellers,

Mr. Gardiner,
Mr, Moxham,

Motion made (Mr. Norton),—That the item * Usher of the Black Rod—#£428" bo reduced by
£128,—and question put.

Commitiee divided.

Ayes, 25,

Mr. Bullivan,

Mr. Daley,

Mr. Burgess, -

Mr. Hollis,

Mr. Miller,

Mr. Arthur Griflith,

Mr. McNeill,

Mr. Estell,

Mr. Perry (Liverpool
Plains),

Mr. Perry (The Rick-
mond),

My, Bcobie,

Mr, Norton,

Mr. Mechan,

Mr. Neilsen,

Mr, Booth,

Mr. Walter Anderson,

Mr. Moxham,

Mr. W. W. Young,
Mr. Brinsley Hali,
Mr. McGarry,

Mr. Eden George,
Mr. Edden,

Mr. Charlion,

Tellers,

Mr. Kelly,
Me Levy.

Reduction of item negatived.

Noes, 35.

Mre. Wade,

Mr. Cohen,

Mr. Jessep,

Mr. Hogue,
Mr. Lee,

Mr. Nobbs,

Mr. Carruthers,
Mr., McLauorin,
Mr. Ashion,
Mr. Nicholson,
De. Arthar,
Mr. Reynoldson,
Mr. Levien,
My, Mabony,
Mr. Moore,
Mr, Jones,

Mr, McFarlane,
Mr, Fallick,
Mr. Cann,

Mr. Thomas,

Mr. Coleman,
Mr. Colling,

Mr. Dacey,

Mr. Winchecombe,
Mr, J. H. Young,
Mr. R. J. Anderson,
Mr, Macdonell,
Mr. McCoy,

Mr. Davidson,
Mr. Latimer,

Mr. Gillice,

Mr. Donaldson,
Mr. Creswell,

Tallers,

Mr. Morton,
Mr. Gardiner,

No. 12,

287
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No. 12.
SueeLy.
Same Estimate. . .
Motion made (Mr. Sullivan}—That the same item be reduced by £78,~—and question put,
Committee divided.

Avyes, 28. Noes, 35,
Mr. Daley, Mer. Nielsen, Mr. Wade, Mr, Cann,
Mr. Sallivan, Mr. Booth, Mr. Cohen, Mr. Thomas,
Mr. Levy, Mr, Walter Anderson, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Coleman,
Mr. Eelly, Mr. W. W. Young, AMr. Lee, Mer. Colling,
Mr. Estell, Mr. Fegan, Mr, Nohbs, Mr. Winchcombe,
Mr. Perry (Liverpool  Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr. Carruthers, Mr, Roynoldson,
Plains), 3Mr. Bennett, My, Gardiner, Mr. R. J. Anderson,
. Mr. Porry (The Rick- Mr. McGarry, Mr. McLaurin, My, Macdonell,
mond ), Mpr. Eden George, Mr. Morten, Mr. McCoy,
. Mr. Scobie, Mr. Edden, Mr. Ashton, Mr. Tdavidson,
Mr, Donaldson, Me. Charlton, Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Iatimer,
Mr. 4. H. Young, Mr. Dacey, Dr. Arthur, Mr. Gillies,
Mr. Hollis, el Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Briner,
Mr. Miller, eliers, Mr. Levien, Mr, Creswéil,
Mr, Norton, Mr. Arthur Griflith, Mr, Mahony, Pullers.
Mr. Meehan, Mr. MeNeill. Mr. Moore, & !
My, McKarlane, Mr, Jesscp,
Mr., ¥allick, Mer, Jones.
M, Burgess,

Reduction of item negatived.
And the item having been reduced by £48, and the item “ First Clerk, £438” by £38,—
Reduced estimate Legislative Oouncil (£5,341) agreed to,

No. 13.
Legislative Assembly.

Question proposed,—That there be granted to His Majesty a sum not execeding £10,373 for
Legislative Assembly for the year 1904-5,

Motion made (M. Gardiner),—That the item, ¢ Speaker, £1,370,” be reduced by £370,—and
question put.

Committee dmded.

Ayes, 33, s Noes, 40.
Mr. Scobie, Mr. W. W. Young, Mr. Cohen, Mr. Brinsley Hall,
Mbr. Dacey, Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Hogue, Mr, Mackenzie,
My, McGowen, Mr. Edden, Mr. Lee, Mr. Wood,
Mpr. Estell, Mr, Fell, M. Creswell, Mr. Fegun,
Mr. Norton, Mr. Law, BEr. Jessep, Mr. Moxham,
Mr. MeLaurin, Mr. Perry (The Rich- Mr. Levien, Mr. Perry (Liverpool
Mr, Hoilis, mond), Mr. Moore, Plaing)
Mx. Gardiner,, Mr. McGarry, Mr., Carrathers, Mr. Downes,
Mer. Mechan, Mr. MeNeill, My, Wade, Mr, Alan Millard,
Mr. Miller, Mr. Chartton, Mr. Qann, My, Jones,
Mr. Eelly, My, Coleman. AMr. Fallick, Mr, Holman,
Mr. Levy, e Mr, McFarlane, Mr. O’Conor,
Mr. Morton, eiters, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Thomas,
Mr. Onkes; Mr, Thrower, Mr. Mohony, Mr, O'8ullivan,
Mr. Ball, Mr. Deley. Mr. Eden George, Mr, Macdonell,
Myx. Reynoldson, Mr. Davidson, Mr. Collins,
%;r ?J%lhes, My, Ashton, Mz, Smith.
r. John Hurley, My, Dick,
My, Henley, v My, Donaldson, ) Tellers,
Mr. Waltor Anderson, My, Winchcombe, Mr. Nobbs,
" Mr. B. J. Anderson, Mr. Latimer, Mcr. Nielsen.
) Mr. McCoy,
Leduction of item negatived.
And the item having been reduced by £170,--
No. 14,
Same Estimate.
‘And a motion that the item “Chairman of Committees, £740,” be reduced by £240: having been

negatived,—

Motion made (#Mr. Miller),—~That the item * Chairman of Committees, £740,” Fe: feduced by
£90,—and question put.

Committee



Committee divided.

Ayes, 24,

Mr. McGowen,

. Katell,

. Daley,

. Mitler,

. Davideon,

. Mahony,

. Winchcombe,

. Reynoldson,

. Oakes,

. Morton,

.J. H, Young,

. John Hurley,

. R. J. Anderzon,
. Walter Anderson,
. Henley,

. Law,

. Thomas,

. Nicholson,

. Wood,

. McGarry,

. Colemnn,

Mr.

MeNeill,
Tellers,

Dr. Arthur,

Mr.

Fell.

Reduction of item negatived.

And a motion that the item “ Clerk of Assembly, £960,” be reduced by £160, having

Mr.
Mr.,

Noe's, 4%.
Mr. Briner,
Me. Hogue,

. Gardiner,
. Moore,

r. Cohen,

. Carruthers,
. Kelly,

. Dacey,

. Levy,

. Aehton,

. Creswell,
. Jessep,

. Fallick,

. Nielsen,

. Macdonald,
. Mechan,
. MeGarry,
. Wade,

. Edden,

. Churltion,
. Nobbs,

. Downes,

. Fegan,

. Liee,

. Ball,

. Scobie,

MeCoy,
Dick,

negatived, and a reduction of the item by £60 agreed to,~—

No. 15.
Sorrery.

Same Estimaie.

Motion made (Ar. Daley} ~That the item * Clerk Assistant, £723," be'reduced by £73,—and
question pub.

Committee divided.

Dr.

Ay,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
M.
Mr.

Arthur,
Norton,
Ball,
Hollis,
Eetell,

Ayes, 25,

Mr., McNeill,
Tellers,

Mr. Daley,
Mr. Miller,

Wincheombe,

Thrower,

Reynoldson,

Onkes,
Fell,

Mz, Perry (The Rick-

——

Mr.
Mrx,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.

mond),
Thomas,

Walter Anderzon,

Law

W. W, Young,

Smith,
Nicholson,
Charlton,
Coleman,
McGarry,

Eden George,
Porry (Liverpool

Plains),

Reduction of item negatived.
And the items * Clerk Assistant, £723,” having been
“ Assistant, £604,” by £10,—

No. 16.

Same Estimate.

Motion made (Mr. Kelly),—That the item * Ser:gea.nt-at—Arms, £533,”

and question pat.
Committee divided.
Ayes, 15,

Mr.
M
Me.
Mr,
Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
My,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.

Kelly,
Daley,
Miller,
Estell,
Bullivan,

R. J. Anderson,

Thomus,
Law,
Henley,
Charlton,
MeNeill,

Walter Anderson,

MeBarry.

Tellers,

Mr.
Mr.

Rall,
Norton,

Reduction of item negatived.

Mr. Morton,
Mr, Maoore,

Mr. Hogue,
Mr. Mahony,
Mr, Lee,

Mr. Carruthers,
Mr, Levien,
Mr. Jones,

AMr. Scobin,

Mr. Hollis,

Mr. Macdonell,
Mr. McLaurin,.
Mr. O'Conor,

Mr. Macdonald,

Mr. Gardiner,
Mr. Ashton,
Mr, Nobbs,

Mr,
Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Me.
Mr.

. Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Me.
Dr,

Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
Me.
M.
Me.

Mr.
Mr,

Hollis,
Levicn,

Mr. Norton,

Noes, 45.
My, McFarlane,

Cann,
Moore,
Sullivan,
Cohen,
Keliy,
acey,
Creswell,
Carruthers,
Jessep,
Maedonald,
Hddean,
Nielzen,
Meehan,
Maedonell,
Mahony,
R. J. Anderson,
Wade,
McLsurin,
Ashton,
Fegan,
Donaldson,
Gillies,
McCoy,
Latimer,

My
Mr.
M.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Me.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.

Mr

. W. W. Young,
. Jones,

. Alan Millard,
. Eden Georpge,
. Smith,

. Latimer,

. Thrower,

. MacKecnzie,

. Macdonald,
. Perry (Laverpool

Plans),
. Coliins,
. O"Snllivan,
. ’Conor,

. Holman.

Tellers,

. Moxham,
. @illies.

been

Dick,
Levy,
Levien,
Downes,
Nobbs,
Davidson,
Alan Millard,
Gardiner,
Moxham,
Lo,
MacKenzie,
MeCourt,
Fallick,
Henley,
Coliins,
Briner,
O'Conor,
Hogue.

Tellers,
Scobie,

Mr. Jones.

reduced by £23, and ¢ Second Clerk

Nocs, 42,
Latimer,
Smith,

Pcrry (The Rick-

mond),
Wincheombe,
Wade,
Lavy,
MeCoy,
Townes,
Arthur,
Dnvidson,
Dick,
Fegnn,
Moxliam,
Reynoldson,
Perry (Ldverpaol
Plains),

be reduced by £33,—

Afr. Cohen,

Mr
Mr
My
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

. McCourt,

. Eden George,
. Fallick,

. Mackenzioe,

. Dannett,

. Briner,

. W.W. Young.

Tellers,

Ar. Creawell,

Mr

. Donaldson.

No. 17.

289
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No. 17.

No. 18.

Svrerny,
Same Estimate,

Motion made (Afr. Daley),—That the same itcm be reduced by £23,—and question put,

Committee divided,

Ayes, 14
Mr. Miller, Mr. Morton,
Mr. Norton, Mr. Hogue,
Mr. Eatell, Mr. Lee,
Mr. Ball, Mr, Curruthers,
Mr. Sullivan, Mr, Creswell,
My, R. J, Anderaon, Mr. Tevien,
Mz, Thomns, Mr. Jones,
Mr. Law, Mr. Collins,
Mr. Henley, Mr. Moore,
Mcr. Charlton, * Mr. Scobie,
Mr. McGarry, Mr. Fallick,
Mr. Walter Anderson. Mr, Nielsen,
Mr. OConor,
Tellers, Mr. Macdonald,
. Mr, McNeill, Mr. Grardiner,
Mr. Daley. Mr. Donaldeon,

Reduction of item negatived.

Noes, 42,
Mr. Nobby,

Mr.

Mr,
Me.

Lotimer,
8mith,
Perry (The Rick-

- mond},

Mr.
Mr.
Mer.

Winchcombe,
McCor,
Cohen,

Mr. Levy,
Mer. Downes,

Dr.

Axthur,

Mr. Gillies,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr

Nicholson,
W.W. Young,
Fegan,

. Moxham,

Reduced estimate Legislative Assembly (£10,110), agreed fo,

Legislative Council and Agsembly,

Mr.
Mo,
Mr,
Mx.
Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

Davidson,
Wade,
Reynoldeon,
Mackenzie,
MeCourt,
Eden George,
Briner,

Dick,

Edden.
Tellers,

Holkis,
MeLaurin,

Question propesed,—That there be granted to His Majesty a sum not exceeding £7,078 for
Legislative Council and Assembly for the year 1904-3.
Motion made (Mr. Norton),—That the item *Steward, £300” be reduced by £100,—and

question put.
Committee divided.

Aves, 12.

Mr. Daley, Mr. Hollis,

Mr. Miller, Mr, Levy,

Mr. Norton, Mr. Jones,

Mr. MceNell, Mr. Ashiton,

Mr. W, W, Young, Mr. Mocre,

My, Charlton, Alr. Sullivan,

My, Honiey, Mr, Carruthers,

Mr, Jaw, Mr. Creswell,

Mr., Whniter Anderson, Mr. Lee,

Mr. McGarry. Mr, Scobie,
Mr. Nicholson,

Tellers, Mr, Cann,

Mr. Dacoy, Mr, Thonsns,

AMr, Estell, Mr. Meehnn,
Mr. Eden Goorge,

Reduction of item negatived. -

No. 18.

Bame estimate.

Mr,

Noes, 41.

. Levien,

Mr. Wade,
Mr. Latimer,
M. Giliies,

1,

Arlhur,

M, Stoith,
Me, Perry {The Rick-

mond),

Mr. MeCoy,
Mr. Winchcombe,

Mr
Me
Mr
Mr

. Rernoldson,
. Dick,

. Fegun,

. Nobbs,

Me, O'Conor,

Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
My
Mr,
Mer,
M,
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

Me,
Mr.

Alan Millard,
Vavidson,
Caleman,

R. J, Andereon,
Mozxham,
Mackenzie,
Dovwnes,

Perry (Liverpool
Plains),
Collins,
Hogue,

Tellers,

Danaldson,
Coben.

Motion made (Mr. £den George),—That the same item bo reduced by £30,—aud question put.

Committes divided.
Ayes, 20.
Tellers,

Mr. Law,
Mr, Norton,

Mr. Dacey,

Mr. Dsley,

Mry, Miller,

. Estaell,

Mr. Sullivan,

Mr. McNeill,

. McCoy,

. Winchcombe,

. Reynoldson,

. Mechan,

Mr. Downes,

. Honley,

. R. J. Anderson,
. Eden George,

. Charlton,

Mr. W. W. Young,
Mr, Walter Anderson,
. McGarry.

Reduction of item negatived.

Noes, 52,
Mr. Hollis, Mr.
Mr. Levy, Mr.
Mr. Jones, Mr.
Mr. Ashton, Mr.
Mr. Moore, Mr,
Mr. Corruthers, Mr.
Mr, Lee, Mr.,
Mr, Scobie, Mr.
Mr. Cohen, Mr.
Mr. Nicholson, Mr,
Mr. Cann, Mr.
Mr. Thomae,
Mr. Nielscn, Mr,
Mr. Doraldson,
Mr, Wade,
Mr. Latimer, Mr.
Mr. Gillies, Mr.
Mr, Hogue,

Smith,
O'Conor,
Dick,

Fegan,
Nobbs,

Alan Miltard,
Davidson,
Coleman,
Moxhom,
Mackenzis,
Perry (Liverpool
Plpins),
Colline,

Tellers,

Creswell,
Lerien,

And a motion that the item * Expenses in connection with Eleetric Light, £700,” be reduced by

£100 having been negatived,—

Estimate agreed fo.

And the Estimates Parliamentary Library, Parlinmentary Reporting Staff, and Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Public Works having been agreed to,—

On motion of Mr, Carruthers, the Chairman left the Chair to To

to sit again.

port progress and ask leave

THURSDATF,

-
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THURSDAY, 15 DECEMRBER, 1904,
Noa. 20. -

SverLY.

The Estimate for the Department of Colonial Secratary baving been postponed,—

The Chairman obtained the general coneurrence of the Committee to propose the sum total of
the Fstimates under each General Head of Service.

Angd the Estimates under the head “ Colonial Treasurer and Secretary for Finance and Trade,”
kaving been dealt with,— :

Rathways.

Question proposed,—That there be granted to His Majesty o sum not exceeding £2,995, 796
for Railways for the year 10045,

And the Committec continuing to sit till after Midnight,—

FRIDAY, 16 DECEMBER, 1904, AM.
Motion made (Mr. MeGowen),~That the estimate be reduced by £66 13s. 4d.—and question

put.
Committee divided. -
Aves, 21, Noes, 37.

Mz, Sullivan, Tllers Mr. Davidaon, Myr. Henley,
My, Kelly, -efterd, Mr. Hogue, ' Mr. Moxham,
Mr. Jones, Mr. Thrower, Mr. Moors, . Mr, Alan Millard,
Mr. Morton, Mr. Gardiner. Mr. Thomans, Mr. Dick,
Mr. Estell, Mr, Lee, Mr. Wincheombe,
Mr. Meehan, Mr. Jessep, Mr, Coleman,
Mr. Niclsen, Mr. Carrnthers, Mr. Ashton,
Mr. Hollis, Pr. Arthur, Mr. O’Conor,
Mr. McGowen, - ‘ My, Wade, Mr. Booth,
Mr. Scobie, . My, Cohen, Mr. R. J. Anderson,
Mr. Maedonell, Mr. John Hurley, * Mr. Eden George,
Mr. Fell, Mr. Latimer, Mr. Oakes,
Mr, Perry (Liverpool Mr. McCoy, Mr. Ball,

Plains), Mr. Nobbs, Mr. J. H. Young,
Mr. Charlton, . Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Walter Anderson,
Mr. Edden, Mr. Briner, Tullers
Mr. W, W, Young, Mr. Collins, '
My, McNeill) Mr. Fallick, Mr. Creswell,
Mr. Gillies, Myr. Reynoldson, Mr. Law,
Mr. McGarry. Mr. Downes,

Reduetion of Estimate neqatived,
Estimale agreed to.

No, 21.

And the Fstimates under the Heads © Attorney-General and Justice” and “Secretary for Lands”
having been dealt with,—

Secretary for Public Works.

Question proposed —That there be granted to His Majesty a sum not exceeditig £882,605 for
Secretary for Public Works for the year 1904-5. s

Motion made (Mr. Norton),—That the Estimate be reduced by £25,000,—and question put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 14, Noes, 30.

My Eelly, - Mr. Moore, Mr. Ball,
Mr. Burgess, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Booth,
M. Meeﬁmn, Mr. @’Conay, Mr. Donaldson,
Mr. Thrower, Mr. Caryuthers, Mr. Gillies,
Mr. Secobie, ) My, Lee, Mr, Lutimer,
Mr, McNeill, My, Creswell, Mr. Walter Anderson,
Mr. Macdonell, My, Ashton, Mr, Law,
My, Edden, Mer. Joncs, Mr. Hollis,
Mr. Charlton, Mr. Henley, Mr, Perry (Liverpool
Mr. W, W, Young, Mr. J. H. Young, Plains),
Mr. Nortop, Mr. Nobbs, Mr. Briner,
Mr. McGnrq, . %Ir R.J. Anderson,  Mr. Collins,

P r. Arthar,

Tellers, Mr. Wade, Tellers,
Mr., Estell, My, John Hurley, My, Cohen,
Mr. Gardiner., Mr. Cloleman, Mr. Reyuoldeon.

Mr, Dick,

Reduction of Estimale negatived.
And a motion to reduce the Estimate by £4,000 having been negatived,—)
Estimate agreed to.

286—B | _ _ , No. 22.
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No.22. . '«
SureLy.
Public Instruction, Labour, and Tndustry.

Qucestion,—That there be granted to Ilis Majesty a sum net exceeding £HU3,178, under the

v Head, * Pubiic Instruction, Labour, and Industry,” for the vear 1404-5,—put.
Committee divided.
Ayes, 12, Noes, 33,
" My, Estell, Mr. Pesry (Liverpoal  Mr. Lalimer,
Mr, Meehan, Plaine), Mr. Law,
My, Gardiner, . Mr. Collins, My, Je:sep,
Mr. Kelly, Mr. Hoguc, Mr, Dick,
Mr. Norton, Mr. Milier, Mr. Reynoldson,
Mr. Macdonell, Mr. Hollis, Mr. Bali,
Mr. Burgess, Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Briner,
Mr. W. W. Young, Mr. Henley, Mr. Cohen,
Mr. McGarry, Mr. Jones, Mr. O'Coner,
Mr. Charlton, Mr, Creswell, Mr. Nobbs, -
Tollers Mr. Lee, Mr. R.J. Anderson,
- T Mr. Ashton, Mr, Wade,
Mr. Thrower, My, Johp Hurley, Mr. Moore,
Mr. McNeill. Mr, Donaldson, My, Coleman,
- - . Dr, Arthur, Tl
Mr. Scobie, eiters,
Mr. Giilies, Mr. Booth,
Mr. Waller Andergon, Mr. Fallick,

Reduction of Estimate negqatived.
Estimate, agreed fo,

And the Estimates under the Head, © Secrelary for Mines and Agriculture,” and the Statement
of Payments from the Vote, ** Advance to Treasurer,” 1003-4, having been agreed to,—

No. 23.
Culonial Secrelury.

Question proposed,—That there be granted to His Majesty a sum not exceeding £1,136,060,
under the head *“ Colonial Secretary " for the year 1904-5.
And Mr. Nielsen, the Honorable Member for Yass, requiring that the items be dealt with

seriafim,~—The Chairman ruled that the sensc of the Committee had decided that the
estimates should beput as one vote.

Point of Order : —Mr. Nielsen moved, That the Chairman leave the Chair to report a
oint of order, and ask leave fo sit again so soon as the point of order has been deeided
gy the Housc,

The Point of Order is—

That Mr, Nielsen, on the Chief Becretary’s estimate Leing put as one ifem,

demanded that the resolutions be put seriatim according to the usual practice

in such cases, the Chairman ruled that the Estimates must be put n glodo,

to which decision Mr. Niclsen dissents, as he claims that each Member has n

right to demand that any set of resclutions submitted to the Commitiee

cither in Committee of Supply or otherwise, should be put seriatim.
Question put.

Committee divided.

Ayes, 18. ' Noes, 34,
Mr. Sullivan, Afr, Moore My, O'Sullivan,
Mr. Jones, Mo, Briner, Mr. Dick,
Mr. Miller, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Coleman,
Mr. McGoswen, : Mr Lee, Mr. Colen,
Mr. Cann, . Mr. Levy, Mr. Law,
Mr. Gardiner, . My, O’Conar, Mr. Booth,
Mr. Maedonell, Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Alan Millard,
Mr. Beobie, - 1Dr. Arthur, My, Fallick,
Mr. Hollis, My, dessep, Mr. Walter Anderson,
Mr. Thrower, Mr. Davidson, Mr, J. II. Young,
Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Downes, Mr. W. W, Young,
Mr. Charlton, Mr. R. J. Anderson, My, Gillics.
Mr. Kdden, Mr. Creswell, it
Mr. Mechan, Mr. Ball, otiers,
Mr. Wood, Mr. Perey(The Rishmond) Mr. Donaldson,
Mr. McGarry. ] Mr. Joln Hurley, My, Collins,
Tellers Mr. McFarlane,
o Mr. Brinsloy Hall,
Mr, McNeill, Mr. Nobbs,
. Mr. Nielsen. Mr. Revnoldson,

Negatived,
Mr. John Hurley h:wihg moved, That the Estimate be reduced by £288—

And Mr. Nielsen, the Honorable Member for Yass, desiring to wmove that the item  Under
* Secretary, £1,000” be reduced by £100,—
The
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The Chairman ruled that he must put Mr. IIurley s amendment.

‘Whercupon Mr. Niclsen moved, That the Chairman leave the Chair to report a Pomt of Order,
and ask leave to sit again as soon as the Point of Order has been decided by the House.
The Point of Order was that the Chairman having put the Question to the Commities
that the full amount of the Estimates under the control of the Colonial Secretary
be passed, Mr. Hurley moved o reduetion of the amount by £288, when the
Chairman reled that Mr. Nielsen was not in order in moving any amendment
except for a larger amount, nor in insisting before Mr. Hurley's “motion was made
that he, Mr. Nielsen, had a right to have the items of the Estimate put sermhm
The Chairman left the Chair accordingly.

The Committee resumed ; Mr. Speaker having upheld the ruling of the Chau‘man
The reduction of the eshmate by £258 having been agreed to,—
Reduced estimate, Colonial Secretary (£1,135,772), agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Hogue, the Temporary Chairman, Mer. Jessep, left the. Chair to report
progress and ask leave to sit again,

W. 8. MOWLE,
Tor Clerk Assistant,

fydney : Wiliata Applogate Gullick, Goverminent Printor. -1004

9d.]
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1904.

———

- (SECOND SESSION.)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

NEW SOUTH WALES,

No. 10.

———

WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS

No. 1.

IN

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.

( EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES. }

MONDAY, 19 DECEMBER, 1904,

Surpry—AppITIONAT, EsTrataTrs, 1904-1905.

Question proposed, ** That there be granted to His Majesty a sum not exceeding £24,878 for
additional charge for the year 1804-1905.”

Ayes, 20
Mr. Estel},
Mr. Niclsen,
Mr. Jones,
Mr. Hollis,
Mr. Thrower,
Mr. Edden,
Mr, Bcobie,
Mr, Sullivan,
Mr, O’Sullivan,
Mr, Charlton,
My, Gillies,
M. Flolman,
Mr. Mechan,
Mr. Norton,
M. Maedonald,
Mr, MoNeill,
Mr. Briner,
Mr. W, Millard

Tellers,

Mr, Kelly,
Mr, McGarry.

Omission of item neqatived.

No, 2.

Same Estimaies.
Motion made (Mr. MeGarry), ©* That the Kstimates o reduced by £100,”
Committee divided.

Ayes, 17.

My,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
My
Mr.
Me.

Mr,
Mr.

. Seobie,

. Hoollis,

. Charlton,

. Norton,

. (¥’Sullivan,
. McNeill,

. Briner,

. W, Millaxd,

MeGarry,
Tigtell,
Mechan,
Wolman,
Kelly,
Thrower,
Tdden,

Tellers,

Sullivan,
Nielsen.

Reduction neqatived.
Fstimates agreed to.

50329

»

Mr, Macdoneli,

Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mpr,
Mr.
Mr.
. Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,

McGowen,
Hogue,
Creswell,
Gardiner,
Jesep,
Dick,
Jones,
Carruthers,
Lce,

‘Wade,
Henley,
TIrallick,
Cohen,
Moore,
Cane,
Booth,
Mzhony,
R. J. Aunderson,

. Mr,

Noes, 39.
Macdonell,
Moetowen,
Mer. Hogue,
Mr, Creswell,
Mr, Gardiner,

J esaep,
Dick,
Ashton,
Carruthers,
Danaldson,
Wade,
Fallick,
Moante,
(ohen,
Yice,

Boolli,
Mahony,
R. J. Anderson,
Taw,
Downes,
Waddell,

My,
M.

Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Me
M
Me.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

© Mr.

Motion made (M. Norten) to omit item * Legislative Council, £240,"—and Question put.
Committee divided,

My,
Mr
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Alan Millard

Fegnn,

Fekl,

Morton,

McFurlane,

Naobbs,

Mackenzie,

Waood,

Mr. Perry (Liverpool
Plainr), :

Mr. Walter Anderson,

Mer, Latimer,

Mr, Collins,

Mz, MeCoy,

M. O'Conor,

My, MeLaurin,

Tellers,

Dr. Arthur,
Mr. Davidzon,

Mr. Porry(T'he Richmond)

Nocs, 44.
Mr. Law,
Mr, Ashton,
Dr. Arvthur,
Mr, Waddell,
Mr. Perey (The Rich.
mond),
Mr. Davidson,
Mr. Walter Anderson,
Mr. ¥egan,
Mr. ¥Foll,
Mr. Morton,
Mr Gillies,
Mr. Downes,
Myr. Nobbs,
Mr. Mackenzie,
ﬁ;. ;;Vood,(rn
. Per iverpool
le‘t'.:s), ?

Mr. Alen Millard,

290-—

—and Question put.

Mr. Lotimer,
Mr, McLaurin,
Mr. O’Conor,
Mr. MeCoy,
Mcr. Collins,
Mr. Macdonald.

Tellers,

Mr. Donaldson,
Mr, McFarlane. -

TUESDAY:
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‘ TUESDAY, 20 DECEMBER, 1904, aar.
No. 3.
Surerr—Loaxy Estrmares, 1904-1903.
Question proposed, ““ That there be granted to His Majesty, for the year 1904—1905 to be raised
by Loan, a sum not exceeding £2,040,051.”
Metion made (Mr. Norfon), That the item, “ Sydney Harbour Trust, £30,000,” be reduced
by £10,000.
And the Chairman intimating his intention to put the uhoIe amount of the IIstimates, and
allow Members to move reductions in the items,

Point of Order :—Mr. Holman moved, That the Chairman leave the Chair to report a
Point of Order, and ask leave to =it agaiu so sbon as the Point of Order has been.
decided by the House.

The Point of Order 15—

That under the combined operation of Standing Orders 179 and 336 any
Horvorable Membor can require the resolutions contained in a motion
consisting of more than one resolution to be put seriafim, where the
concurrence of the Committec to a differcut course has not been obtained.
Question put.
Committee divided.

Aves, 18, Noes, 38,

Mr, Nielsen, Mr. Moore, Mr. Donaldson,
Mr. Mncdonell, Mr. Hogue, Me. Colling,
Mr. Cann, Mr. Aslilon, Mr. Ball,
Mr. Meowen, My, Carruthers, Mr. MeCoy,
Mr. Scobie, Mr, Jessep, Mr. Briner,
Mr, Latimer, Mr, Cresweld, Mr, Booth,
My, Meehan, Mr. Lee, Mr. Walter Anderson,
Mr, Hsfell, Mr. Cohen, Mr. Mackenzie,
Mr. McGarry, Mr. Fuliick. Mr. Marton,
Mr. MeNeily, Mr. McFarlane, Mr. Henley, .
Mr. W, Millard, My, Dick, Mr. Law,
Mr. Gardiner, Nir. Coleman, Mr. Mclaurin,
Mr. Charlton, Mr. Davidson, Mr. . J. Anderson,
Mr. Edden, My, Mahony, Mr. Bmitly,
Mr. Hollis, 3Mr. Wade, Mr. Perry  (Ziverpool
Mr, Norton. Mr. Downes, Plains),
T Mr. Yerry (The Rich-  Br. O’Conor,
ellers
' mond), Tallers
Mr. Thrower, My, Waddell, h
Mr. Helman, Mr, Fell, Mr. Nobbs,
Mr. Gillies, Dr. Artbur,

N cgafi ved.

No. 4

Same Estimates :—
Question,—~That the item, * Syduey Warbour Trust, £30,000,” Le reduced by £10,000—~put.s
Committee divided,

Aves, 12. Noces, 43.
* Mr. Scobie,| Mr. Moore, Mr. O'Conor, Mr, Daridson,
. Mr. Macdonell, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Wade, Mr. Henley,
Mr. Norton, Mr. Dick, Mr. Lee. Mr, Law,
Mr. Charlion, Mr. Carruthers, Mr. R..J. Andersen, M. Nobbs,
Mr. Briner, Mr. MeGowen, Dr. Arthur, Ar. Gardiner,
Mer, McGarry, Mr. Nielsen, Mr. Tell, Mr. Senith,
Mr. McNeill, Me. Jeesep, Mr. Feran, Mr. McFarlane,
‘Mr. Thrower, Mr. Ashton, M. Collins, Mr. Perry {Liverpool
Mr, Meohan, Mr, Hollis, Mr, Latimer, Pluains),
Mr. Kdden. Mr, McCoy, Mr. Perry (ZThe Rich-  Br. McLaurin,
Teilers Mr, Mahony, mond), Mr. W. Millard,
. ' Mr. Colen, Mr. Bali, il
‘Mr. Estell, Mr, Holman, Mr. O’Suiliran, CLers,
Mr. Jones. Mr. Downes, Mr. Donaldeon, Mr. Gillics,
Mr. Morton, Mr. Boolh, ¥r. Creswell.
My, Tallick, Mr. Coleman,

Reduction of item negatived.
Estimate agreed fo.

On motion of Mr. Carruthers the Chairman left the Chair to report progress and ask leave to
git agaip, also that the Committee had come to certuin Nesolutions.

W. 8. MOWLE
For Clerk Assistant.

Bydney : Wiliam Applegute Gullick, Government Printer, —1004

[34.]
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1904,
(SECOND SESSIUN.)
RECAPITULATION.
Xumber of Publie Bllls orq..umﬁed in the Lzmsmnvs AsgEMBLY shown on Register No. 1 ,...... P rraaeeeatrerraaaan 1!

Number of Private Bills

shawn on Register No, 2 |
Number of Pablic Bills brought Irom the Lw;:su'rnﬂ Couxciy showi on Register No. 3,

Number of Privaie Bills do da do N
(L]
Public.  Private.  Total,

Passed and assented to. ... o 47 - 4 41 -
1’agzed and reserved for Royal Assent e e [
ProformaBill .. ... 1 1
Not returned by Legislative Coun(,ll . 1 . 1
Stoppod hy Prorogation ............. 12 2 14
Otherwise disposed 0f ............... 18 1 19

70

Legislative Assembly Office,
Sydney, 21 December, 1904.

RICHD. A. ARNOLD,
Olerk of the Legislative Assembly.

[6d.]

301—8

Sydngy : William Applegate Guilick Government Priater. —1005.
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1904.
(SECOND SESSTON.)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CLOSURE OF DEBATE,
COMMITTAL OF BILLS PRO FORMA.

REPORT f

FROM. THE

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE

ON

ROPOSED AMENDED AND ADDITIONAL
| STANDING ORDERS.

Printed under No.'l Report from Printing Commiltee, 10 November, 1904,

SYDNEY: WILLIAM APPLEGATE GULLICK, GOYERNMENT PRINTER.

1904,
47671 21%— (3.3
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1904.
(SECOND SESSION.)

——

EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

Vores No. 6. WmDﬁEsmY, 2] SEPTEMBER, 1904.

17, Syanpive OppERs CoMMITTEE {Sessional Order) :—-Mr. Carruthers moved, pursuant to Notice,:
That the Standing Orders Committec for the present Scssion consist of Mr. Speaker, Mr.
‘Waddell, Mr. McGoiveti, Mr. Crick, Mr. Ashton, Mr. Cohen, Mr. Holman, Mr. Storcy, Mr.
Perry (The Richmond), nnd the Mover, with leave fo sit: during atiy adjournment, to report in any
matter or thing referred to or pending before the said Commuttee, and to confer upon subjeets
of mutual concernment with any Committee appointed for similar purposes by the Legislative
Council ; and that Mr. Speaker bo empowered te convene meetings of the Committee.

Question put and passed. :

Vores No. 18, Tuunsvay, 6 Qcroner, 1904

9. Sraxpive OrpErs :—Mr. Carruihers moved, pursuant to Notice, That the Standing Orders of this
-, House be referfed to the Standing Orders Committee for consideration and repott as to any

‘amendments rendered necessiry or mdvisable in view of the reductionn in the nuiiber of the
Members of the House, and for the consideration of a new Stauding Order with refercuce to the
Committal of Bills pro formd; and that the Committee have power, from time to time, to make
progress reports to the House.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

T “*Voees No. 28. - Wenwesoay, 9 Novemsed, 1004,

L 8. PROPOSED AMENVED AKD ADDITToNAL STavnive Onpers :—Mr. Waddell,-on behalf of the Chairman,
brought up from the Standing Orders Committee o Report, with the Standing Ovders prepared by
that Committee, pursuant to reference of Gth Qctober, 1904.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee,




1904.
(SECOND SESSION.)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CLOSURE OF DEBATE.
COMMITTAL OF BILLS PRO FORMA.

REPORT
STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

WITII

PROPOSED STANDING ORDERS.

Tag STaNDING ORDERS CoMMITTEE, to whom was referred on 6th October, 1904,
the Standing Orders of this House for consideration and teport as to any
amendments rendered neecessary or advisable in view of the reduction in the
number of the Members of the House, and for the consideration of a new
Standing Order with reference to the committal of Bills pro formd,

have agreed to the following report :—

That in their opinion the only alteration necessary isin No. 175 *Closure—~Right
of Reply,” the number, forty, requirved to decide the question in the affirmative
should he reduced to thirty in order to keep the number at one-third of the
Members constituting the House ; the amended Standing Order will, therefore,
read as follows:—

Closure—Right of Reply,

176. At any time during the procecdings of the House, or during the pro-
ceedings of a Committee of the Whole, any Member may move without notice or
debate, ‘'That the Question be now put”; and such motion shall then be put
without debate, but shall not be decided in the affirmative unless by a vote of at
least thirty Members in favour thereof; and if such motion be carried, the Speaker
or the Chairman of Committees, as the case may be, shall forthwith put the
Question to the vote: Provided that whenever it is decided that any question shall
be put, the mover of the matter pending shall be permitted fo speak in reply (where
any reply is allowed) for thirty minutes before the Question be put.

| PROPOSED
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4
PROPOSED ADDITIONAL STANDING ORDER,.

Your Committee have also to submit 2 new Standing Order in reference to
the committal of Bills pro formd. At the same time it was considered necessary to
amend Standing Order No. 256 to read as follows :—

2566.  After the second reading, unless the Bill be committed pro formd as
provided in Rule 2364, or unless an instruction be moved as provided in Rule 839, a
motion shall be made, “That Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair, and the House
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the Bill in detail,”” which
Question shall admit of no debate or amendment,

NEW STANDING ORDER, TO FOLLOW STANDING ORDER No. 256.
Bills may be committed pro forma.

2564. After a Bill has been read a second time, a Member in charge, desiring
to introduce numerous amendments (in order to improve the measure, and render it
more generally acceptable to the House), may move “ That Mr. Speaker do now
leave the Chair, and the House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to
consider the Bill pro formd,” which question shall admif of no debate.

The proceedings in Committee shall be formal; the proposed amendments,
which shall have been previously printed, shall be put in one question, *“That the
amendments as printed, proposed by Mr. , be inserted in the Bill,” no debate
being permitted ; and, if agreed to, the Chairman shall report the Bill with amend-

- ments to the House.

The adoption of the report may be immediately moved (no objection nor
debate being allowed), and, having been agreed to, a future day shall be fixed for its
recommitfal ; in the meantime the Bill shall be reprinted in its amended form, and
on such recommittal the Bill shall be considered as if commitied for the first time.

Should the question for the committal of the Bill pro formd, or for the
inclusion of the amendments, be negatived, the Bill shall be proceeded with in
Committee in the usual way.

WILLIAM McCOURT,
Mr. Speaker’s Room, Chairman.
Legislative Assembly,
Sydney, 8th November, 1804,

Bydney: William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer, ~1504



345

1904,

(SECOND SESSION.)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE

APPOINTED ON 2xp DECEMBER, 1904,

TO. INSPECT THE JOURNALS OF THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL WITH RELATION TO ANY PROCEEDINGS

UPON THE

GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK BILL.

Printed under No. 11 Report from Printing Committee, 8 December, 1904,

SYDNEY : WILLIAM APPLEGATE GULLICE, GOVERNMENI PRINTER.
1504,
49669 269 [8d.)
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1904.

(SECOND SESSION.)

EXTRACT FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Vores No. 39. Fripay, 2 DecEMnER, 1904,

7. Goverwmest Savines Baxg Biul:—Mr. Carruthers moved, pursusnt to Notice (given, by consent,
previously at this sitting) i

(1) That a Committee be appointed to inspect the Journals of tho Legislative Council with
relation to any procecdings upon the Government Savings Bank Bill, and to make report thereot
to the House.

(2.) That such Committee coneist of Mr. Ashton, Mr. T\IeGon en, Mr. Waddell, Mr. John Hurley,
Mr. Ball, Mr. Nielsen, Mr. Donasldson, and the Mover.
Questlon put and passed.




(SECOND SESSION.)

GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK BILL.

REPORT.

3471

Tre Committee appointed on 2nd December, 1904, by the Legislative Assembly to
inspect the Journals of the T.egislative Council with relation to any proceedings
upon the Government Savings Bank Bill, and to make Report thereof to the

House, report :—

That they have inspected the printed Minutes of the Proceedings of the
Legislative Council accordingly, and have found the following entry :—

THURSDAY, 1 DECEMBER, 1504,

8. GoverymusT Savives Bavk Bitu :—The adjourned Debate of the Question, on motion of Mr. Hughes,

“ That this Bill be now read a second time,”’—resumed,

Question put.
The House divided.

Ayes, 9.

Mr. Haves,
Mr. Buzacott,
Mr, Want,
My, Hughes,
Dr, Cullen,
Mr. Wise,
Mr. Howken.

Tellers,

Mr. Hepher,
Mr. Flowers.

The Premier’s Room,

Sydney, 6th December, 1904,

ﬁoes, 23.

8ir Normand MacLaurin,
Coloncl Mackay,
Mr, Brown,

Mr. Jones,

Mr, Dangar,
Mr. Meeks,

Dr. Norton,

My, Hurley,
Mr. Earp,

Mr. Macintosh,
Mr. Eater,

Mr. Vickery,
Mr, Moses,

Mr. Kcrr,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Black,

Mr, Charles,
Sir John See,
Mr. Fosberr,
Mr. Trickett,
Mr. Humphery.

Tellers,

* Mr. Robson,

Dy, Nash.

J. H. CARRUTHERS,

Sydney : Willinm Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1904

Chairman.
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1904..
(SECOND SESSION.)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

ELECTION PETITION.—HAYNES ». RICHARDS—MUDGEF.

'REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE

OF

BLECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS: -

TOGETIER WITH TUE

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE,

MINUTES OY EVIDENCE,
AND -

APPENDICES.

ORDERED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO BE PRINTED,
1 December, 1904, a.m.

SYDNEY : WILLIAM APPLEGATE GULLICK, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

1904,
47033 172—A s
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1904
(SECOND SESSION.)

EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

ELECTION PETITION..—-HAYNES ». RICHARDS~MUDGEE.

L3

Vores No. 2. Wenxeegnay, 24 Aveust, 1904

12. Coumrree oF LELrcrions axp Quarwricatiors:—Mr. Speaker, pursuant to the requirements of the
Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act, 1902, Jaid upon the Table his Warrant appointing
the Committee of Elections and Qualificaiions for the present Session, of which the following is a
COpy —
¢ By the Honorable the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the State of New South Wales, in the

“ Commonwealth of Australia. .

% PyrsUaNT to the power in thab behalf vested in me, as Speaker of the Legislitive Assembly of the
“ State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australis, by the Parlivmentary Electorates
“ and Elections Aect, 1902, I do hereby appoint— :

“ William Patrick Crick, Esquire, Donald Macdonell, Esquire,
« John Rowland Dacey, Esquire, Mark Fairles Morton, Esquire,
“ Brinsley Hall, Esquire, : Charles Willinm Oakes, Esquire, and
“ William Arthur Holman, Esquire, Bronghton Barnabas 0’Conor, Esquire,—
« Daniel Levy, Esquire,
“ heing Members of the said Assembly, to be Members of the Committee of Elections and 4

« Qualifications in the said Act referred to, during the present Session of the Assembly aforesaid.

# Given under my hand, at the Legislative Assembly Chamber, Macquarie-street, Sydney,
“ this twenty-fourth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine

 hundred and four,
“WILLIAM. McCOURT,
s Speaker.”

Vores No. 6. WebNisvay, 31 SepTemper, 1904

3. CoMMITTEE oF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS :— .

(1.) Maturity of Warrant reported .—Mr. Speaker reported that his Warrant, appointing the Committee
of Elections and Qualifications for the present Session, laid upon the Table on Wednesday, 24th
August, 1904, not having been disapproved by the Assembly in the course of the three next sitting
days on which the Assembly met for the despatch of business, had now taken effect as an appoint-
ment of such Committee, and intimated that it was, therefore, open to Members of the Committee
to be sworn at the Table by the Clerk, in accordance with the 117th section of the Parliamentary
Electorates nnd Elections Act, 1902, :

(2.) Members sworn :~~William Patrick Crick, Bsquire, John Rowland Dacey, Esquire, William Arthur
Holman, Esquire, Daniel Levy, Esquire, Donald Macdonell, Esquire, Mark Fairles Morton, Esquire,
and Charles William Qakes, Esquire, came to the Table, and were sworn by the Clerk as Members
of the Committee.

5. CoMMITTEE oF ELECTIONS AND QuUiLiricariors —Mr. Speaker, pursuant to the reguirements of the
Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act, 1902, laid upon the Table his Warrant appointing
the Honorable James Henry Young to be a Member of the Comunittee of Elections and Qualifications
for the present Session, of which the following is a copy :—

« By the Honorable the Speafer of the Legisiative Assambly of the State of New South Walss, in the
¢« Commonwealth of Australio.

“ PorsuaNT to the power in that behalf vested in me, as Speaker of tho Legislative Assembly of the

i Btate of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia, by the Parliamentary Llectorates

“and Elections Act, 1902, 1 do hereby appoint— :

“ The Honorakle James Henry Young,

“heing a Member of the sald Assembly, to be a Member of the Committee of Elections and

“ Qualifications in the said Actreferred to, during the present Session of the Assembly aforesaid, in

“ the room of Broughton Barnabas O'Conor, Esquire, whose seat in the said Assembly besame vacant

“ on the twenty-ninth day of August last, by reason of his acceptance of the office of Minister of
¢ Public Instruction.

“@iven under my band, at the Legislative Assembly Chamber, Macquarie-street, Sydney,

“this twenty-first day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred

“and four,
S WILLIAM McCOURT,
“ Bpeaker.”

Vores No. 8.
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Yores No. 8. TI}ESDAY, 277H SEPTEMEER, 1904,

9. CommrrrEs oF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS :—Brinsley Hall, Esquire, came to the Table, and was
sworn by the Clerk as a Member of the Committea of Elections and Qualifications,

Vores No. 9. 'WEebpNESDAY, 287H SEPTEMBER, 1904,

4. ELrcrioss axp Quarirications CouMiTres :—Mr, Speaker reported that he had received a letter from
William Patrick Crick, Esquire, which he read to the House, resigning his seat as a Member of the
Committee of Elections and Qualifications.

Vorers No. 10. Trurspay, 291 SEpreMBER, 1904,

ComyiTreE oF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS i—

(1) Maturity of Warrant reported .—Mr. Speaker reported that his Warrant, laid upon the Table on
Wednesday, 21st instant, appointing the Honorable James Henry Young to be a Member of the
Committee of Elections and Qualifications for the present Session, not having been disapproved by
the Assembly in the course of the next three sitting days on which the Assembly met for the
despatch of business, had now taken effect ; and intimated that it was therefore open to Mr. Young
to be sworn at the Tuble by the Clerk, in accordance with the 117th section of the Parliamentary
Electorates and Elections Act, 1902,

(2.) Member sworn ~—~Mr. Young came to the Table, and was sworn by the Clerk as a Member of the
Committee of Blections and Qualifications.

9. CoumiTIRE OF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS :—Mr. Speaker, pursuant to the requirements of the
Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act, 1902, laid upon the Table his Warrant appointing
Thomas Waddell, Esquire, to be a Member of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications for the
present Session, of which the following is a copy :—

““ By the Honorable the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the State of New South Wales, in th
“« Commonwealth of Australia.

* PURSUANT to the power in that behalf vested in me as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the
“ State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia, by the Parliamentary Electorates
“and Elections Act, 1902, T do hereby appoint-—

“Thomas Waddell, Esquire,

“being a Member of the said Assembly, to be a Member of the Commitiee of Elections and
“ Qualifications in the said Act referred to, during the present Session of the Assembly aforesaid,
“in the room of William Patrick Crick, Esquire, resigned,

“Given under my hand, at the Legislative Assembly Chamber, Macquarie-street, Sydney,
¢ thig twenty-ninth day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine
“hundred and four. :

“WILLIAM McCOURT,
¢ Bpeaker.”

Vores No. 14, Toespav, 11ta Ocroser, 1904,

2, COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS :—

(L) Maturity of Werrant veported :—Mr. Speaker reported that his Warrant, laid upon the Table on
Thursday, 29th September, 1904, appointing Thomas Waddell, Esquire, to be a Member of the
Committee of Elections and Qualifications for the present Session, not having been disapproved by
the Assembly in the course of the three next sitting days on which the Assembly met for the
despatch of husiness, had now taken effect ; and intimated that it was therefore open to Mr. Waddell
to be sworn at the Table by the Clerk, in accordance with the 117th scction of the Parliamentary
Electorates and Klections Act, 1902.

(2.) Member sworn :—Mr. Waddell came to the Table, and was sworn by the Clerk as a Member of
the Committee of Elections and Qualifications.

14, Coumrrree ofF ELECTIONS AND QuALIFICATIONS (Appointment of First Meeting of Commitles) :—
Pursuant to the requirement of the 121st section of the Parliamentary Blectorates and Elections
Act, 1902, Mr. Speaker appointed the first meeting of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications
to take place at Kleven o'clock, a.m., on Tuesday next, in No. 3 Committee Room.

Vores No. 14,
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Vores No. 14. Tumspay, 11 Ocroser, 1904.

5. Evecrion Prrition (Mudgee) :—Mr. Hogue, by command, laid upon the Table an Election Petition,

which had been addressed to His Excellency the Governor from John Haynes, of Meadowbank, in
the State of New South Wales, journalist, alleging that a Genecral Blection was held on the 6th
August, 1904, for the return of Members to serve in the Legislative Assembly of the State, and
Edwin Richards, of Newtown, and your Petitioner, John Haynes, of Meadowbank, were each
nominated ag candidates for election as Member for the Electoral District of Budgee ; that
Petitioner is now and was before and at the time of such nomination and election a person duly
qualified by law to be a candidate at such election, and to be elected a Member of the Assembly ;
that on the 8th August, 1904, the Returning Officer for the Electoral District of Mudgee declared
the number of votes respectively polled for each of the candidates abovenamed to be as follows:—
For Edwin Richards, two thousand seven hundred and thirty-one ; for John Haynes, two thousand
seven hundred and seventeen, and that there were thirty-three informal votes, and further declared
Edwin Richards to have been duly elected a Member of the Assembly for the district, and afterwards
endorsed on the writ the name of Edwin Richards as the person so electéd, and duly returned the said
writ; that Edwin Richards was not at the time of the nomination and election a person duly qualitied
by law to be a candidate at such election and to be elected a Member of the Assembly, he not being
legally the holder of an Elector’s Right ; that the nomination of Edwin Richards as a candidate for
election as a Member of the Legislative Assembly for the Electoral District of Mudgee was not in
accordance with the requirements of the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act, and he should
not have been deemed to be a candidate for election pursuant to that Aet; that more than
fourteen persons who were not then legally qualified to vote in and for the said district voted
at the election, and doublé voting was exercised to the extent of more than fourteen votes;
that at the election the votes polled in and for the district were incorrectly counted, and
that some votes were counted for idwin Richards which should have been rejected as informal,
and other votes were rejected as informal which should have been counted for Petitioner ;—
that only one polling-place was appointed and gazetted for the town of Mudgee ; that the Returning
Oflicer, contrary to the provisions of the Act, took the poll at the election at three different
polling-places in different loculities in the town of Mudgee, one of such polling-places being at
the Town Hall, Mudgee, and only those electors of the Electoral District were .allowed to vote
at this polling-placc whose initial swrname came within the letters of the alphabet A to F;
another of such polling-places was at the Court-house, Mudgee, and only those electors of the
Electoral District were allowed to vote at this polling-place whose initial surname caime within
the letters of the alphabet G to N ; and the third polling-place was at the Public School, Mudgee,
and only thoese electors of the Blectoral District were allowed to vote at this polling-place whose
initial surname came within the letters of the alplabet O to Z; that in consequence of these
arrangements, which Petitioner contends were irregular, and in consequence of inadequate arrange-
ments for polling, more than fourteen duly qualified elecbors were prevented from voting; that only
one polling-place was appointed and gazetted for the town of Gulgong ; that the Returning Officer,
contrary to the provisions of the Act, took the poll at the election at two different polling-places in
different localities in the town of Gulgong, one of which being at the Conrt-house, Gulgong, and
only those electors of the Electoral District were allowed to vote at this polling.place whose
initial surname came within the lctters of the alphabet A to M ; the other was at the Public
School, Gulgong, and only those electors of the Klectoral District were allowed to vote
at this polling-place’ whose initial surname came within the Ietters of the alphabet N to Z;
that the Returning Officer did not preside and take the poll at some one booth of such polling-
place within the Electoral District of Mudgee in accordance wih the Act; that the Deputy
Returning Officer at Cullenbone Polling-place permitted to enter and remain for a long time in
that polling-room during the taking of the poll several persons not being voters at the time
actually engaged in voting, contrary to the Act, and voters were permitted to remain in the polling-
booth after recording their votes, and some of such voters indulged in drinking and card-playing in
the booth during the taking of the poll ; that the Deputy Returning Officer at Cullenbone Polling-
place did not immediately before taking the poll exhibit the ballot-box open and empty for the
inspection of the Poll Clerk. but proceeded to take the poll in the presence of the Scrutineer acting
for Edwin Richards, the only Scrutineer present, and in the absence of the Poll Clerk, the Deputy
Returning Officer and the Scrutineer recorded their votes contrary to the Act ; that Edwin Richards
was guilty of bribery at the election ; that Hdwin Richards was guilty of treating at the election ;
that Petitioner has deposited in the City Bank of Sydney, to the credit of the Speaker of the Legis-
lative Assembly of New South Wales in relation to this Petition, the sum of fifty pounds sterling, and
that annexed to this Petition is a Bank deposit receipt showing that that sum has been so deposited ;
and Petitioner therefore humbly prays,~—that this Petition may be dealt with according to law; that an
inquiry may be made as to the varicus nllegations contained in this Petition ; that a search and
gerutiny of all ballot-papers, formal and informal, used and unused, in connection with the said
election may be made by the Committee of Elections and Qualifications of the said Assembly ; that
a re-connt of the said ballot-papers and of the votes recorded thereby may be made by the said
Committee ; that it may be declared that Edwin Richards was guilty of bribery at the said election ,
that it may be deelared that Edwin Richards was guilty of treating at the said election ; thatit may
be declared that Edwin Richards was not duly elected to serve in the Assembly ; that it may be
declared and determined that Petitioner was duly elected to serve and to be a Member of the
Assembly for the Electoral District of Mundgee, and is entitled to take bis seat accordingly in the
Assembly, or that it may be declared that the election was wholly void; and that such further
or other relief in the premises may be granted as may be deemed just and necessary in accordance
with the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act, 1902 .

Ordered, on motion of Mr. Hogne, that the Petition be referred to the Committce of Elections and
Qualifications.

Vores No. 37.
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o
Vores No. 37, Tuorspay, 1 Decrmper, 1904

8. CosyiTrEr oF Einorions AND QuarieicaTiONs (Mudgee Election Petition—Haynes v. Richards):-—

(1.) Mr. Holman, as Chairman, brought up the Report from, and laid upon the Table the Minutes of
roceedings of, and Evidence taken before, the Committce of Elections and Qualifieations, to whom
was referred, on 11th October, 1904, the Petition of John Haynes, Esquire, agninst the return of

Edwin Richnrds, Esquire, as Member for the Electoral District of Mudges,
And the Report having been read at length by the Clerk, by direction of Mr. Speaker, ag follows :—
“The Committee of Elections and Qualifications, duly appointed on 24th August, 1904, to
“whom was referred, on 11th Qctober, 1904, a Petition from John Haynes, Esquire, against the
“return of Edwin Richerds, Fsquire, as Member for the Electoral District of Mudgee, have

“ determined and do hereby declare :—

“(1.) That no evidence has been given to justify the charges of treating and bribery made in
“ this Petition.

“(2.) That Hdwin Richards, Esquire, the sitting Member, was duly elected for the Electoral
“ District of Mudgee. _

% (3.) That a serious irregularity was committed at the Mudgee Public School-house Booth, by
“ the Presiding Officer at that Booth allowing a considerable number of ballot-papers to
* he signed or initialed by a person not authorised by the Aet to sign or initial such
* ballot-papers.
* That the attention of the Colonial Secretary be drawn to the foregoing resolution.

# {4.) That the Committee make no award as to costs.

“(5.) That the Petition of John Haynes, Esquire, is not frivolous nor vexatious.

“(6.) That the expenses of the Witnesses summoned by the Committee be paid by the

“ Government. -
“ No. 3 Committee Room, Legislative Asscmbly, “W. A, HOLMAN
H
* Sydney, 30th November, 1904, % Chairman.”

Mr. Holman moved, That the Report and Minutes of Proceedings and Evidence be printed.
Question put and passed.

(2.) Adjournment of the Committes .—Mr. Holman then moved, That thé Committee of Elections and
Qualifications have leave to adjourn sinc die, the matters referred to them baving been disposed of.
Question put and passed.
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LEGIRLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

NEW SOUTH WALES.

ELECTION PETITION—HAYNES », RICHARDS—MUDGEE.

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE

OF

ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS.

Tar CoMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS, duly appdinted on 24th
August, 1904, to whom was referred, on the 11th October, 1904, a Petition from
John Haynes, Esquire, against the return of Edwin Richards, Esquire, as
Member for the Electoral District of Mudgee, have determined and do hereby

declare :—

1

2.

=

bribery made in this Petition. )
That Edwin Richards, Esquire; the Sitting Member, was duly elected
for the Electoral District of Mudgee.

. That a serious irregularity was cominitted at the Mudgee Public School-

house Booth by the Presiding Officer at that Booth allowing a
considerable number of Ballot:papers to be signed o initialed by a
person not authorised by the Act to sign or initial suech Ballot-papers.

That the attention of the Colonial Secretary he drawn to the foregoing
resolution.

That the Commitiee make no award as to costs.
That the Petition of John Haynes, Esquire, is not frivolous nor vexatious.
That the expenses of the Witnesses summoned by the Comimittee be

paid by the Government.
W. A. HOLMAN,

NO. 3 Commitice ROom, Cha'irman_
Legistative Assembly,

Sydney, 80th November, 1904.

That no evidence has been given to justify the charges of treating and
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS
AND QUALIFICATIONS.

In the matter of the Petition which had been addressed to His Kazcdlency the Governor from John

Haymes, of Meadowbank, in the Siate of New South Wales, journalist, alleging that a General
Fleetion was held on the 6th August, 1904, for the return of Members to serve in the Legislative
Assembly of the State, and Edwin Richards, of Xcwtown, and your Petitioner, John Haynecs, of
Meadowbank, were each nominated as candidates for election as Member for the Electoral Dis-
trict of Mudgee; that Petitioner &3 now and was before and at the time of such nomination and
election a person duly quelified by law to be o candidate at sueh election, and {o be elected a
Member of the Assembly . that on the 3th August, 1904, the Returning Officer for the Flectoral
IHstrict of Mudgee declared the number af votes respectively polled for each of the candidates
abovenamed 1o be as follows :—For Edwin Eichards, twe thousand seven hundred and thiriy-
one; for John Maynes, two thousand seven hundred and seventeen, and that there were thirty-
three informal votes, and fuvther declorved Edwin Richards to have been duly elected a Member
of the dssembly for the district, and afterwards endorsed on the writ the name of Edwin Bechards
as the person so clected, and duly returned the seid writ; that Edwin Richards was not at the
timne of the nomination and cection a person duly qualified by law to be a candidate at such
election and to be elected a Member of the Assemdly, he not being legally the holder of an Elec-
tor's Reght; that the nomenation of Edwin Richards as a candidate for election as a Member of
the Legistative Assembly for the Klectoral Distriet of Mudgee was not in accordance with the
requirements of the Parliomentary Electorates and Elections Act, and he should not have been
deemed to be a candidate for election pursuant to that Act; that more than fourtcen persons
who were not then legally qualificd to wote in and for the seid district voted at the election, and
donlle voting was exercised to the ewient of wmore than fourteen wotes; that at the eleclion the
votes polled in and for the district weve wncorrvectly counted, and that some wvotes were counted
for Edwin Richards which should have been rejected as informal, qnd other wotes weve rejected
as informal which should hawve been counted for Petitioner (—that only one polling-place was
appomnted and guzetted for the town of Mudgee; that the Returning Officer, contrary to the pro-
vistons of the Act, took the poll at the election at three different polling-places in different
localities in the town of Mudgee, one of sueh polling-places being at the Town Hall, Mudgee,
and only those electors of the Electoval IHsirict weve allowed to vote at this polling-place whose
initial surnome come within the letters of the alphabet 4 to F; another of such polling-places
was at the Court-house, Mudgee, and only those electors of the Elcetoral District were allowed
to vote af this polling-place whose initial surnwme came within the letters of the alphabet G to
N and the thivd polling-place was at the Public School, Mudgee, and only those elcctors of the
Electoral District were allowed to vote gt this polilng-place whose initicl surncme came within
the letters of the alphabet O to % that in consequence of these arrangements, which Pefitioner
contends were irregular, and in comsequence of inadeguate arrangements for polling, more
than fourteen duly qualified electors were prewented from wvoting; that only ome polling-place
wag appointed and gazetted for the town of Gulgong; that the Relurning Officer, contrary to
the provisions of the Act, took the poll at the election nt two different polling-places in different
localities in the town of Gulgong, one of which heing at the Court-kouse, Gulgong, and only those
electors of the Electoral IMstrict were allowed to vote at this polling-place whose initial sur-
name eame within the letters of the alphebet A to M, the other was af the Public School, Gul-
gong, and only those electors of the Electoral District were allowed to vote at this polling-place
whose tnitial surname came within the letters of the alphabet N to Z,; that the Returning Officer
did not preside and take the poll at some one Looth of such polling-place within the Electoral
District of Mudgee in accordance with the det; thot the Deputy Returning Officer at Cullenbone
Polling-place permitted to enter and remain for a long time in that polling-room during the
taking of the poll several persons not Leing woters ab the time getually engaged in voling, con-
trary to the Act, and wvoters were permitted to remain in the polling-Looth after recording
their votes, and some of such wvoters indulged 1in drinking and  card-playing in  the
booth during the taking of the poll; that the Deputy Returning Officer at Cullenbone Polling-
place did not tmmedintely hefore taking the poll ealibit the hallot-bez open and empty for
the inspection of the Poll Clerk, but proceeded to take the poll in the presence of the Serulineer
acteng for Edwin Richards, the only Scrutincer present, and in the absence of the Poll Clerk,
the Deputy Returning Officer and the Scrutineer vecorded their votes contrary to the Act; that
Edwin Bichards was guilty of bribery at the election; that Edwin Bichards was guilty of treat-
ing at the clection; that Petitioner has depostied wn the City Bank of Sydney, to the credit of
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in velation to this Petition, the sum
of fifty pounds sterling,and that annexed tothss Petation is a Bank depostt receipt showing that that
sum hasbeen so deposited ; and Petitioner therefore humbly prays,-~that this Petition may be dealt
with according to law: thal on fnquivy may be made as to the various allegations contained in
this Petitron; that e search and sorwtiny of all ballot-papers, formal and informal, nsed and
unused, in conncetion with the said clection may be made by the Commitiee of Elections and
Qualifications of the said Assembly; that @ recount of the seid ballot-papers and of the notes

recarded
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recorded thereby may be made by the said Commitice, that it may be declared that Edwin
Richards was gutlty of bribery at the said election; that it iy be declared that Edwin
Bichards was guilty of treating at the said election, that it may be declared that Edusin Richards
was not duly elected to serve in the Assembly; that it may be declared and determined that
Petittoner was duly clected to serve and to be a Member of the dssembly for the Electoral Dis-
trict of Mudgee, and s entitled to take s seat accordingly in the Assembly, or that it may be
declared that the election was wholly void; and that such further or other relief tn the premises
may be granted as may be deemed just and necessary in accordance with the Parliamentary
Electorates and Flections 4ct, 1902,

TUESDAZX, 18 OOTOBER, 1904.

MEeMBERS PRESENT :—

Mr. Dacey, Mr. Levy,

Mr, Brinsley Hall, Mr. Macdonell,

Mr, Holman, . Mr. Morton,
Mr. Oakes.

In attendance —
W. 8. Christie, Acting Second Clerk Assistant.

. On motion of Mr. Dacey, Mr. Holman was elected to the Chair,
. The Clerk, by direction of the Chairman, read the Extracts from the Votes and Proceedings referring
to the appointment of the Committee. [See Extract, page 3.)
3. The Clerk, by direction of the Chairman, read the Extract from the Votes and Proceedings, by which
the Petition of John Haynes was referred to this Committee. [See Ewtract, page 3.]
4. Whereon the Clerk, by direction of the Chairman, read the Petition of John Haynes (together with the
accompanying Bank Deposit Receipt), so referred to this Commitfee, as follows - —
To His Excellency Bir Hagry HoupsworTE Rawsox Admiral of the Roynl Navy Knight Commander of the Bath
and Governor of the State of New South Wales.
g‘he Humble Petition of John Huaynes of Meadowbank in the State of New South Wales journalist
HEWETH : —
1. That & General Election was held on the sixth doy of August one thousand nioe hundred and four under the
Parlinmentary Flectorates and Elections Act of one thousand nine hundred and two for the return of Members to serve in
the Legislative Assembly of the eaid Btate and Edwin Richards of Newtown in the said State and your Petitioner John

D =t

Haynes of Meadowbank in the esid 8tate were onch nominated as candidates for election ss Members of the snid Assembly

for the Electorsl District of Mudgee.

2. That your Petitioner is now and was before and at the time of such nomination and election & person duly qualified
by law to be a candidate at euch election and to be elected o Member of the said Assembly.

8. That on the eighth day of August one thousand nine hundred and four the Returning Officer for the said Electoral
District of Mudgee declared the number of votes respectively polled for each of the candidstes above named to be as follows:—

For the spid Edwin Richards .... 2,731
For the said John Haynes........c... 2,717

And the said Returning OiBcer then declarcd that thera swere thirty-three informal votes and further declared the said Edwin
Richards to have been duly elected a Member of the said Assembly for the said Qistrict and afterwards endorsed on the
writ for the said election the name of the said Edwin Richards as the person so elected and duly returned the said writ.

4. That the said Edwin Richards wae not at the time of such nomination and election a pereon duly quslified by law to
be a candidate at such election and to be elected a Member of the sid Assembly he not being legally the holder of an Elector's
Right under the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act one thousand nine hundred and two.

6. That the nomination of the said Edwin Richards as a caundidate for election ag & Member of the Legislative Assembly
for the abovenamed Electornl District of Mudgee was not in nccordance with the requirements of the eaid Parliamentary
Electorates and Elections Act one thousand nine hundred and two and the ssid Edwin Richarda should not have been deemed
to be a eandidate for election pursuant to the said Act.

6. That more than fourteen persons who were not then legally gqualified to vote in and for the said district voted ot the
raid election and double voting war exercised to the extent of more Lthan fourteen vobes.

7. That ut the said election the votes polled in and for the said district were incorrectly counted and that some votes
were counbed for the esid Edwin Richards which should have been vejected aa informal and other votes were rejected as
informal which shonld have been counted for your Petitioner.

8. That for the said Klectoral District of Mudgee at the said election only one polling-place was appointed and gazetted
for the town of Mudgee. The said Returning Oificer contrary to the provisions of the Parlinmentary Eloctorates and Elections
Act one thousand nine hundred and two teok the poll at the said election at three different poiling-places in different
localities in the said town of Mudgee ove of euch polling-places being at the Town Hall Mudgee and only those electors of the
said Electoral District were allowed to vote at this polling-place whose initial surname came within the letters of the slphabet
A to F'; another of such polling-places was at the Court-house Mudgee and only those electors of tho snid Electoral District
were sllowed to vote at this polling-place whose initial surname came within the letters of the alphabet G to N ; and the third

_polling-place wea at the Public School Mudgee and only those electors of the eaid Electoral District were allowed to vote at
this polling-place whose initial surnsme came within the letters of the alphabet O to Z.

9. That in coansequence of these arrangements which your Petitioner contends were irregular and in consequence of
inadequate srrangemente for poliing more than fourteen duly qualified electors were prevented from voting.

10, That for the said lectoral District of Mudgee at Lhe said election only one polling-place was appointed and gazetted
for the town of Gulgong. The eaid Returning Officer vontrary to the provisions of the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections
Act one thousand nine hundred and two took the poll at the eaid election at two different polling-places in different locnlities
in the said town of Gulgong one of which places for polling being at the Cowrt-house Gulgong and only those electors of
the said Hlectoral District were allowed to vote at this polling-place whose initial surname came within the letters of the
slphabet A to M. Tho otlier polling-place was at the Public Sehvool Gulgeng and enly those electors of the said Electoral
Distriet were allowed to vote at this polling-place whoss initiul surname enme within the letbers of the alphatet N to Z.

" 11. That the enid Retorning Officer did not preside and take the poll at some one booth of such polling-place within the
Electoral District of Mudgee in accordance with the Parlinmentary Electorates and Elections Act one thousand nine hundred
and two.

12: That one W. R. Train wh» was the Deputy Eetorning Oflicer at one of the polling-places in and for the said district
named at Cullenbone permitied to enter und remnin for n long time in the polling-room at Cullenbone during the taking of
the poll several persons not being voters ot the time actuslly engaged in voting contrary to the Parliamentary Hlectorates
and Elections Act one thousand nine bundred and twe and the said W. R. Train permitted voters to rcmain in the said
polling-booth after recording their +otes and some of such voters indulged in drinking and card-playing in the said booth
during the taking t')?f bhe]gol]. 13,

172—]
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13. That one W, R. Train who was the Deputy Returning Officer at one of the polling-places in and for the snid district
namely at Cullenhone did not immediately before proceeding Lo take the poll at Cullenbone exhibit tho ballot-box open and
empty for the inspection of the Poli Clerk W, D. Owen duly appointed o take the poll nt Cullenbone for the purpose of
preventing the stuffing of the ballot-box but proceeded to take the poll in the presence of the Scrotinesr who was acting for
the suid Hdwin Hichurds the oaly Scrulineer present nnd in the nbsence of the said Poll Clerk the said Deputy Returniog
Officer and the suid Scrutine-r recorded their votes conkrary to the Purlinmertary Electorates and Hlections Act one thousand
nine hundred snd two.

14, That the said Edwin Richerds was guilty of bribery at the said election.

15. Thut the said kdwin Richards was vuilty of treating at the said election.

18. That your Petitioner has in accordzace with the Act aforesnid deposited in the City Bank of Sydney to the credit
of The Speaker of the Legislative Aswembly of New South Wales in relation to this Pefition the sum of fifty pounds
sterling and that nnnezed to this Petition is a Bank deposit receipt showing that the seid sun has been so deposited,

Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays—

That this Petition may be dealt with according to law,

That an inquiry may be made as to the various allegations nontained in this Petition,

That a search and serutiny of all bullot-papers formul and informal used and unused in connection with the said
election ruuy be made by the Committee of Kloctions and Qualifications of the said Assembly.

That a re-count of the eaid bullot-papers and of the votes recorded thereby wny be made by the gaid Commitbes

Thut it moy be declared that the swid Edwin Richards was guilty of bribery at the psid election,

That it may be declared that the sid Hdwin Richards wae guilty of treating at the said election.

That it mey be declared that the said Edwin Richards was not duly clected to serve in the eaid Assembly.

That it may be deelared end determined that your Patitioner was duly clected at the said election to serve and to be
& Member of the sid Assembly for the said Klectorsl Distriet of Budges and is entitled to take his seat
accordingly in the suid Aesembly or that it may be declared that the snid election was wholly void,

And that such further or other relief in the premises may be granted 2a may be deemed just and necessary in aceord-
ance with the Purlismentary Flecto:ates and Kleetions Act one thousand nine hundred and two,

And your Petitioner will ever pray &e,

Dated ot 8ydnoy aforeeaid, thia sixth day of October in the year one thousand nize hundred and four.

JOHN HAYNES,

Petitioner.
& No. 6510, 6th October, 1904,
i THE CITY BANK OF SYDKEY.
g Hzap Orrrck, 166, Prrr 81, SYDNEY.
= £30,
B RecErved from Willism MceCourt, Feq, Speaker, Legislative Assembly, the sum of Fifty pounds Stg., as a Fixed
52 Depasit for—————Months to bear Interost for that period at the rate of Two per Cent. per Annum, and repayable
- 190—,
& Entd,W.J.L.
~ For tar Cit¥ Banx or S¥DNEY,
o H. H. Scars, FRED. STRACHATN,
i Accountant. P. Manager.
b.

The Clerk submitted a letter from the Honorable the Speaker, enclosing a letter which had been

received from Edwin Richards, the sitting member for Mudgee, giving notice of his intention to
defend his seat,—which he read as follows :—

19047129, _ ‘“The Spenker’s Room, Legislative Assembly, Sydney, 17 October, 1904,
#To the Committee of Eleetions and (Jualifications,—
“ Gentlemen,
“I have the honor to transmit to you herewith a copy of a Jetter which has been received by
“ me from Edwin Richards, Esquire, the sitting Member for Mudgee, giving notice of his intention
“ to defend his return, against which a Petition is now under your consideration.

“ I have, &c.,
“ WILLIAM McCOURT,
_ r Speaker.”

[ Enclosure.]
Sir, Sydncy, 15 October, 1904,
In accordsnce with the 129th section of the Parlinmentary Electorates nud Elections Act of 1902, I have the
honor to inform you that it is my intention to defend my scat as Member for the Electoral District of Mudgee hefore the
Commitiee of Elections and Qualifications, to whom was referred a Petition from John Haynes touching the validity of
my election and retarn as Member for the said Hlectoral Districk.

I have, &c

The Honorable the Speaker, Legislative Assembly, EDWIN RICHARDS.

6. Parties ealled in.

Present .—John Haynes, Fsquire {the Petsiioner).
W. K. Hawkins, Esquire {Solicitor for Petitioner).
Edwin Richards, Esquire (the Stiting Member).

(7. Mr. Thomas Hose, Solicitor for Mr. W. C. a'Beckett, intimated to the Committee that his client would

not be ready to proceed for a fortnight, and asked jor a postponement of the case, which application
was granted. )

The Committee decided to proceed with the Petition of Mr. John Haynes,

8. Ordered that the Chairman be authorised to issue summonses as desired by the Parties,

9. The Committee decided that Mr. Richards’ application, in accordance with a statement of the
practice of the House of Commons, contained in May, on page 82, that Mr, Richards be
informed that it would be contrary to such practice for Mr. Levien to act in his case. .

10. The Committee adjourned till Thursday next, at 11-30 o’clock.

W. 8. CHRISTIE,
Acting Second Qlerk Assistant.

LHURSDAY,



o

[ R

o

L

(=4

11

THURSDAY, 20 OCTOBER, 1904.

MiMneERs PRESENT (—
The Hou. J. H. Young, in the Chair.

Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr, Dacey,
Mr, Morton, Mr. Oakes,

Mr. Macdonell, Mr, Waddell,
Mr. Holman, I Mr. Levy.
In attendance,—
Mr. W. 8. Christie, Acting Second Clerk Assistant,

. The Clerk read a letter from the Chmunan stating his inability to be present at the meetmf' of the

‘Committee, and asked that a Deputy Chanm(m: he a.ppomted In the absence of the Cha,mmm
the Hon. J. H. Young called to the Chair,

. The Clerk, by direction of the Chairman, read the Minutes of the previous Mecting, which were

confirmed.

. Parties called in.

Presont .—John Haynes, Esquire (the Pelitioner).
W. E. Hawkins, Esquire {Solicitor fur the Petitioner).
Edwin R1chrlrds, Esquire (the Sitting Member).
A, James, Esquire {Counsel for Sitting Member).

. Richard Aldous Arnold (Clerk of the Legislative dssembly) called in, sworn, and examined.

Witness produced the Writ of Election, certifying to the return of Edwin Richards, ags Member for
Mudges.

Witness also produced a parcel containing the ballot-papers, &c., used at the election, which he had
received from the Returning Officer for Mudgee.

Witness withdrew.

. THe Chairman entered the room, and ook the Chair. _
. Mr. James (Counsel for the Sitting Member) applied that the Petitioner be requived to give the names

of the fourteen persons alleged in paragraph 6 of the Petition not to be gualified to vote, and who
did vote at the election.

. Room cleared, and the Committee deliberated.

Tt was decided that the Committee would not ab this stage compel the disclosure of the names; bub
that the Committee felt that as far as possible arrangements should be made between counsel for
the mutual disclosure of everything which would facilitate the case on either side.

Parties called in and informed.

William James Kessell ((levk in the office of the Atiorney-General) called in, sworn, and examined.

‘Witness handed in an original document signed by Mr. Richards and Mz, \'[cDourra,ll containing
questions and answers in mSpeLL of an dpplmatlon for an elector’s right.

Butt of an original elector’s right, dated 14th February, 1901, issued to Mr. Richards, -

A declaration of Mr. Rlcllmds, wade by him when receiving a substituted right, on the 27th June,
1904 ; a cancelled substituted right, I\o 260,801 (Appendix A), and produced a letter from the
Llectoral Registrar at Newtown to the Electoral TRogistrar at Mudgee, dated 30th June, 1904

Committee deliberated.

Adjourned till Tuesday next, at 11 o'clock.

W. S. CHRISTIE,
Acting Second Clerk Assistant.

PTUESDAY, 25 OCTORER, 1904.

MieMBERS PRESENT :—
Mr. Holman in the Chair.

Mr. Dacey, Mr. Morton,
Mr. Brinsley Hall, M. Mac,donel[,

Mr. Levy, Mr. Oakes,
. The Hon. J. H. Young.
In attendance,—
Mr. W. 8. Christie, Acting Socond Clerk Assistant.

. The Clerk, by direction of the Chairman, read the Minutes of the previous Meeting, which were

wnﬁrmed Committee deliberated,

. Parties called in.

Pregent —John Haynes, Bsquire (the Petitioner).
C. G. W. Davidson, Esquire (Counsel for Petitioner).
Edwin Richards, Esquire (the Sitting Member).
A. James, Hsquire, and D. R. Hall, Esquire (Counsel for Sitting Member),

William James Kessell, recalled, and further examined.

Witness handed in the butt of a transferred elector’s right issued to Mr. Edwin Richards, dated
30th June, 1904, No. 260,801. (dppendiz B.)
‘Witness withdrew.

John Haynes (the Petitioner} sworn, and examined.

Witness handed in a Gazetie notice showing the polling-places for the: Electoral District of Mudgee
{Appendiz C); also, a sketch showing the position of the polling-booths at Mudgee {dppendiz D).
‘Witness withdrew.

Percival Stuart Garling, called in, sworn, and examined.

Witness produced a roll used at the General Election, for the Electorate District of Mudgee, held on
the 6th August, 1904.
Wifness withdrew. ; 6.
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6. Mr. Davidson (Counsel for the Petitioner) applied for an adjournment for a week for the purpose of
taking the evidence by Commission of some of the country witnesses.

Mr. D. R. Hall (Counsel for the Sitting Member) opposed the application.

Room cleared. Committee deliberated.

Parties called in and informed.

Fe application to take evidence on Commission, the Committee postpone decision; but will consider
matter at later stage, should it be necessary to complete pebitioner’s case. .

Re first ground mentioned in paragraph 6, that more than fourteen persons not qualified to vote,
voted, the Committee at present are not disposed to attach any weight to the question of voters
being wrongfully retained on the roll ; but this remark does not apply to those who voted on red
rights. Committee will weleome any evidence of double voting.

Committee adjourned till Thursday next, at 11 o'clock.

oo

W. 8. CHRISTIE,
Acting Second Clerk Adssistant.

THURSDAY, 27 OOTOBER, 1904,

MEMBERS PRESENT :—
Mr. Hoiman in the Chair.

Mr. Dacey, Mr. Levy,
Mr. Qakes, Mr. Maedonell,
Mr. Morton, Mr. Waddell,

The Hon. J. H. Young.
In attendance,—
My, W, 8. Christie, Acting Second Clerk Assistant.

1. The Clerk, by direction of the Chairman, read the Minutes of the previous Meeting, which were
confirmed.

2. Parties called in.

Present :—John Haynes, Esquire {the Petitioner).
A. B. Piddington, Esquire.
C. 3. W. Davidson, Esquire {Counsel for Petitioner).
Edwin Richards, Esquire (the Sitting Member).
A. James, Esquire.
D. R. Hall, Esquire (Counsel for the Sitting Member).
3. John Haynes (the Petitioner) recalled and further examined.
‘Witness withdrow.
4. James Harvey (Senior-sergeant of Police, Mudgee) called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.

5. Mr. Piddington produced the Mudgee voters’ rolls, entrics 1314 and 1315, showing that the voter
numbered 1314, namely, Margaret English, had voted at the Mudgee Town Hall and at Pipe Clay
Creek, and handed in a lotter written by Mr. Edwin Richards, and published in the Datly Telegraph
of 12th August, 1904, [dppendiz E.]

6, William David Owen (Poll Clerk, Cullenbone) called in, sworn, and examined.

‘Witness withdrew.
7. William MeIntyre (Chief Electoral Officery called in, sworn, and examined.
It was arranged by Counsel, for the Petitioner, that Mr. McIntyre preduce certain papers before the
Conmittee at the next meeting.
Witness withdrew.
8, Committee adjourned till to-morrow, at half-past 10 o’clock.
W. 8. CHRISTIE,
Acting Second Clerk Assistarit.

FRIDAY, 28 OCTOBER, 1904,

MzeMBERS PRESENT (—
Mr. Holman in the Chair.

Mr. Dacey, Mr, Macdonell,

Mr. Brinsley Hall, . Mr. Oakes,

Mr. Tevy, Mr. Waddell,
Mr. Morton.

In attendance,— .
Mr. W. 8. Christie, Acting Second Clerk Assistant.

1. The Clerk, by direction of the Chairman, read the Minutes of the provious Meeting, which were
confirmed.
2. Parties called in.
Present :—John Haynes, Esquire (the Petitioner). _
A. B. Piddington, Esquire, and C. G. W, Davidson, Esquire (Counsel for Petitioner).
Bdwin Richards, Esquire (the Sitting Member).
A. James, Esquire, and D. R. Hall, Esquire (Counsel for Sitting Member).
3. George John Clarence Pauling (Butcher), Mudgee, called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew. .
4. Ordered on motion of Mr. Dacey,—*That a plan be obfained from the Department of Education,
showing the construction of the Public School building a2t Mudgee, used as polling-booth on 6th
August, 1904.”

B,
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5. William Mclntyre (Chief Electoral Officer) recalled, and further examined. Witness handed in a

letter from the Returning Officer at Mudgee, in which he stated that the voting at the General
Election held on 6th August, 1904, proceeded smoothly and uninterruptedly in each booth all
through the day (dppendiz F); also, a butt of an elector’s right issued to Bridget (Guest for the
Electoral District of Mudgee (dppendiz @), and produced a document showing the used and

unused ballot-papers at the General Election held at Mudgee on 6th August 1904.
‘Witness withdrew,

6. John Albert Pitt (Labourer) Mudgee, called in, sworn, and examined,

Witness withdrew.

7. William James Carmichael {Builder) called in, sworn, and examined.

Witness withdrew.

8. Mr. Piddington applied for an amendment of the Petition on the grounds that more than the number

of people, stipulated in the Act, were allowed in the polling-booth at one time ; also, that no ballot-
box was provided at Stony Creek polling-place. ‘
The application was reserved for further consideration. Mr. Piddington raised the question with
regard to qualifications of electors.
The Committee decided not to admit evidence, which practically meant revising the Rolls.
Mr. Piddington tendered a Jist of open voters at the Mudgee Public School. Mr. James objected,
and asked that the objection be noted.
John Tarrant ealled in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew,
Committee adjourned till Tuesday next, at 10-30 o'clock.
W. 8. CHRISTIE,
Acting Second Clerk Assistant.

TUESDAY, 1| NOVEMBER, 1904,

MEMBERS PRESDNT i~
Mr, Holman in the Chair.

Mr. Dacey, Mr, Oakes,
Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr. Waddell,
Mr. Levy, The Hon. J. H. Young.

In attendance,— )
Mr, W, 8. Christie, Acting Second Clerk Assistant.

1. The Clerk, by direction of the Chairman, read the Minutes of the previous Meeting, which were

confirmed.

2. Committee deliberated.
3. Parties called in.

Present :—John Haynes, Esquire (the Petitioner).
A. B. Piddington, Esquire, and C. G. W. Davidson, Eaquire (Counsel for Petitioner).
Edwin Richards, Hsquire (the Sitting Member). .
A. James, Fsquire, and D. R. Hall, Esquire {Counsel for the Sitting Member).

(4. Mr. Ellis, of the firm of Ellis and Butlon, applied for a further postponement in case W. C. o’ Beckett

v. Hugh Macdonald.)

(5. The Committee granted an adjournment for one week.)
6. The Committee considered the question of allowing an alteration of the grounds of the Petition, or

10.

11.

admitting evidence jnot covered by the grounds of the Petition, and decided not to allow it. The -
feeling of the Committee was, that the purpose of the Act was to fix a statutory limit of eight weeks

during which time the grounds relied upon for unseating a Member must be made known ; the
Committee, therefore, were bound to confine the parties to the grounds of which notice had been

given. 'With regard to Allegation No. 9, contained in the Petition, the Committee were of opinion

that no evidence tendered so far was not covered by the second part of that paragraph.

. Thomas Patterson (Labourer, Mudgee) called in, sworn, and examined.

Witness withdrew.

. George Frederick Oram (Farmer, Mudgee), called in, sworn, and examined.

‘Witness withdrew,

. Urias Scoble {(Miner, Mudgec) called in, sworn, and examined.

Witness handed in a programme of a race meeting, held ot Leadville, on the 6th August, 1904.
Appendiz “H.” ‘

Witness withdrew. :

Louisa Payne (Mudgee) called in, sworn, and examined.

Witness handed in a plan of the Public School building at Mudgee, used as a polling-booth at the
General Election, held on 6th August, 1904.  dppendiz “1L”

Witness withdrew,

Henry Lord (Dairyman, Mudgee) called in, sworn, and examined.

Witness withdrew,

. Committee adjourned till to-morrow, at 11 o'clock.

W. 8. CHRISTIE,
Acting Second Clerk Assistant.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 2 NOVEMBER, 1904,

MeMiERS PRESENT (—
Mr. Holman in the Chair.

Mr. Dacey, Mr. Oakes,

Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr. Waddell,

Mr. Levy, The Hon. J. 1. Young,
Mr. Morton.

In attendance,— .

Mr. W, 8. Christie, Acting Second Clerk Assistant.

The Clerk, by direction of the Chairman, read the Minutes of the previows Meeting, which were
confirmed.

Committee deliberated.

The Committee have decided not to extend their inquiry into the question of the refention in the
roll of voters who have ceased to retain their qualification, but who were not challenged at the polls.

In delivering tha determination of the Committee to exclude this important class of evidence I fcel
that it is desirable to place on record the reasons which animate the Committee in arriving at
their view,

Section 23 of the Act undoubtedly declares that retention of the qualifications of residence iz an
essential element of the right to vote, but the only provisions made by the Act for the ascertaining
of those who do retain such qualification are those contained in the sections dealing with the
collection of the rolls and the issue of rights, the lodging of objections, and the challenging of
unqualified voters at the poll.

The Act provides a certain machinery for ascertaining which voters have ceased to retain their
qualification and for preventing them from voling, Parliament has attempted to achieve this
object by,— '

1. The appointment of Revision Courts,

2. Provisions for the reception of objection to the names of erstwhile voters who have ecased
residence.

3. Provisions for the challenging of such voters in the polling-booth, and for testing them by
proffering a declaration.

This is the system specifically provided under various sections of the Act for this purposc.

Section 80 provides that on the fulfilment of two conditions erstwhile voters shall be prohibited
from voting. These conditions are,—

1. That such voters shall be challenged in the booth,
2. That on being challenged they shall refuse or umit to make the prescribed declaration.

The Committee hold that general prohibition of voters who have lost qualification in Section 22 must
be read in conjunction with and subject to the special prohibition of Section 80. The terms
of this latter Section necessarily imply that if such a voter (now no longer in possession of his
qualifications),— )

Be not challenged, be is still entitled to vote,

The Committee feel that this result, inequitable though it may be in certain cases, is in accord with
the general policy of the Act as it now stands. The policy of the Act is to substitute the
system of registration for mere inherent qualifications. The tests of the right to vote are not, as has
been suggested in the course of argument manhood and residence, but the registration of these
qualities. An adult citizen with full residentia) qualifications who does not apply for his right is
not a qualified voter, and the clear intention of the Act is to make the registration and not the
inherent qualification the test. The Act shows the rolls and the rights, supplemented by the
declarations of challenged voters as forming the bagis upon which the election is to be conducted.
The Committee feel that they are hound to accept that basis and that they cannot go behind if.  Tf
any person who is not on the roll, who has not a right, or who has not taken the proper declaration
on having been challenged, has been allowed 1o vote, this is a matter which affects the validity of
the election and comes clearly within the purview of the Committee. But while voters are confined
to those who have satisfied the conditions of registration (4., are on the roll, have the right, and
are not challenged), the Committec feel that nothing has cceurred which calls for their investigation.
This view is further supported by reasons of practical convenience which need not be enumerated here,

Parties called in.

Present :~=John Haynes, Esquire (the Petitioner). '
A. B. Piddington Esquire, and C. G. 'W. Davidson, Esquire (Counsel for Petitioner).
Edwin Richards, Ksquire (the Sitting Member).
A, James, Esquire, and D. R, Hall, Esquire {Counsel for the Sitting Member).

Ordered, on motion of Mr. Dacey, that Mr. Crossing, Returning Officer, Mudgee, Mr. Webb, Presiding
Officer, Mudgee, and the Constable on duty in the porch at the Public School, Mudgee, on 6th
August, 1904, be summoned to give evidence next meeting,

Oliver Lewis Milling {Consiable) stationed at Gulgong, called in, sworn, and examined,

Witness handed in a Sketch of part of the town of Gulgeng, showing the position of the polling
bootha. {dppendiz J.)

Witness withdrew.

Mr. Piddington (Counsel for the Petitioner) informed the Committce that he had closed his case.

Mr. James (Counsel for Mr. Richards the Sitting Member) addressed the Committee, and asked that
the Petition be dismissed.

9. Mr. Piddington addressed the Committee,

10

11, Comwitbee adjourned till Tuesday next, at 10-30 o’clock.

. The Committee reserved its decision re dismissal of Petition.

W. 8. CHRISTIE,
Acting Second Clerl Assistant,

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 8 NOVEMBER, 1904,

MEeMRERS PRESENT :—
The Hon. J. H. Young in the Chair.

Mr. Dacey, Mr. Qukes,
Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr. Macdonell,
Mr. Levy, Mr. Morton,

Mr. Waddell.
In attendance,—

Mr. W. 8. Christie, Acting Second Clerl Assistant.

1. The Clerk read a letter from the Chairman, regrefting that he would be unable to be present at the
meeting to-day, in consequence of a long qtfmdmg eng.wement in the Arbitration Court.
Mr. Macdonell moved,«—“’l‘ha.t the Fon. J. H. Young take the Chair.”
Mr, Young taok the Chair accordingly.
3. The Clerk, by direction of the Acting Chairman, read the Minutes of the previous Meeting, which werce
confirmed.
4. Parties called in.
Present :—Jobn Haynes, Esquire (the Petitioner ).
A B. Plddmgton Rsquire, and €, G. W. Davidson, Esquire (Counsel for the Petitioner).
idwin Richards, Esquire (the Nitting Member).
A. James, Esquire, and D. R. Hall, Esquire (Counsel for the Sitiing Member).
(5. Mr. Ellis, of the firm of Messrs. Ellis and Button, applied for a further posiponement in case W. C.
o Beckett v. Hugh Macdonald.)
(6 The Committes granted an adjournment till Tuesday newt at 10-30 o'clock.)
. Duncan MRae (First-class Consiable, Mudgee) called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
8. Peter Nolan (Police Constable, Mudgee) called in, sworn, and examined.
‘Witness withdrew.
9. Percival Adrian Webh (Presiding Officer, Mudgee) called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
10. Henry Crossing (Returning Officer for the Elsetoral Disirict of Mudgee) called in, sworn, and examined,
‘Witness withdrew.
Committee adjourned to Thursday next, at half-past 10 o'clock,
‘W. 8. CHRISTIE,
Acting Second Clerk Assistant.

THURSDAY, 10 NOVEMBER, 1904,
MevBErs PRESENT :—

19

Mr. Dacey, Mr. Macdonell,
Mr. Brinsley Hali, Mr. Morton,
Mr. Levy, Mr. Oakes,

The Hen. J. H. Young.

In the absence of the Chairman, the Hon. J. H. Young called to the Chair,
In attendance,—

Mr, W, 8. Christie, Acting Second Clerk Assistant.
1. The Clerk, by direction of the Chairman, read the Minutes of the provious Meeting, whwh
were Gonﬁrmed
2. Committee deliberated, and decided that they could not agree with Mr James’ application, that there
was no case to defend.
3. Parties called in.

Present :—John Haynes, Esquire (the Petitioner).
C. G. W. Davidson, Esquire {Counsel for the Petitioner).
Edwin Richards, Esquire (the Sitting Member).
A, James, Esquire, and D. k. Hall, Esquire (Counsel for the Sitting Member).
On the application of Mr. James, the Committee granted an adjournment to Thursday next.
On the motion of Mr. Oakes, the Committee ad;ourned to Thursday next, at 11 o’clock.
W. 8. CHRISTIE,
Acting ;S'e_cond Clerk Assistont,

o

THURSDAY, 1T NOVEMBER, 1904,
MEMBERS PRESENT :—

Mr. Dacey, Mr. Morton,
Mr., Waddell, . Mr. Macdoneil,
Mz, Brinsley Hall, ] The Hon. J. H. Young.

1. In the absence of the Chairman, The Hon. J. H. Young ealled to the Chair.
In attendance,—

Mr. W. 8. Christie, Acting Second Clerk Assistant. _
The Clerk, by direction of the Chairman, read the Minutes of the previous Meeting, which
were confirmed.
3. Parties called in,
Present :—~Tohn Haynes, Esquire (the Petitioner),

A. B. Piddington, Fsquire, C. G. W. Davidson, Esquirc (Counsel for Petitionsr).
Edwin Richards, Esquire (the Sitting Member).

A. James, Esquire, D. R. Hall, Esquire (Counsel for Sitting Member).

[~
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Mr. James applied that Mr. Macdonald (Daeputy Returning Officer, Mudge:) bo allowed to examine the
Check Rolls, with a view to giving evidence to show that voters residing in portions of the electorate
outside Mudgee voted at the Mudgee Public School.

- Room cleared ; Committee deliberated.

. Parties called in.

The Committee decided to hear Mr. Macdonald’s evidence on other points before examining the
Check Rolis.

. Donald Rankin Macdonald { Deputy Returning Officer, Mudger) called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.

. Peter Nolan {Police Constable, stationed at Dubbo) recalled, and further examined.

Witness withdrew,
10. Dunean McCrae (First-class Conslable, stationed at Mudgee) called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness withdrew.
11. Donald Rankin Macdonald re-called, and further examined.
Witness withdrew.
12, Mr. Piddington addressed the Committee.
Mr. James addressed the Committec.
13. The Chairman (Mr. Holman) entered the room, and took the Chair.
14, The Committee adjourned till to-morrow, at 11 o’clock.

=S

w oL

W. 8, CHRISTIE,
dcting Second Clerk Assistant,

FRIDAY, 18 NOVEMBER, 1904,

MuMBERS PHESENT :—
The Hon. J. H. Younrr in the Chair,

Mr. Dacey, Mr. Morton
Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr. Oakes,
Mr. Macdonell, Mr. Waddell,

The Hon. J. H. Young.
In the absence of the Chairman, the Hon. J. H. Young called to the chair,
In attendance,—
Mr. W, 8. Christie, Acting Second Clerk Assistant,
. The Clerk, by direction of the Chairman, read the Minutes of the previous Meeting, which were
confirmed.
2. Parties called in,
Pregent :—John Haynes, Esquire (¢he Petitioner),
A. B. Piddington, Esquire, C. G. 'W. Davidson, Esquire (Counsel for Petitioner),
Edwin Richards, Esquire (the Sttring Member).
A, James, Esquire, D. R. Hall, Esquire (Counsel jor Sitting Member).
3. Mr. James addressed the Committee.
Mr. Piddington addressed the Committee,
Motion made (Mr. Morton),—That the Committec meet on Tuesday next, at 11 o'clock, to settle case
a'Beckett v. Macdonald.
5. The Committec adjourned to Tuesday next, at 11 &'clock,

-

b

W. 8. CHRISTIE,
Acting Second Clerk Assistant.

TUESDAY, 22 NOVEMBER, 1904.

MEMBERS PRESENT :—

Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr. Levy,
Mr. Macdoneil, Mr. Oakes,
Mr. Waddell, The Hon. J. H. Young.

1. In the absence of the Chsnrman, the Hon. J. H. Young called to the Chair.
In attendance,—
Mr. W. 8. Christie, Acting Second Clerk Assistant.
2, Committee decided to proceed in case Haynes v Richards on Tuesday next.
3. The Committee adjourned till Tuesday next, at 12 o’clock. .
W. 8. CHRISTIE,
Acting Second Clerk Assistant.

TUESDAY, %9 NOVEMBER, 1904,

MEevBERS PRESENT :—

Mr. Dacey, | Mr. Morton,
Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr. Oakes,

Mr. Levy, Mr. Waddell,
Mer. Macdonell, The Hon. J. H. Young,
In the absence of the Chairman, the Hon. J. H. Young called to the Chair.
In attendance :—
Mr. W. 8. Christie, Acting Second Clerk Aasistant.
1. The Clerk, by direction of the Chliairman, read the Minutes of the previous Meeting, which were
confirmed.

2. Motion made (Mr. Morton),—That no evidence has been given to justify the charges of treating and
bribery made in this Petition. ) 3.
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The Chairman entered the room, and took the Chair,

Motion made (M. Morion),—That no evidence has been given to justify the charges of treating and
bribery made in this Potition.

Question put and passed.

Motion made (3fr. .J. H. Young),—That in consequence of the irregularities which took place at the
Public School booth, and the inadequacy of the arrangements made by the Returning Officer, the
election be and is hm'eby declared void.

Question put.
The Committee divided.

Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Levy, Mr. Dacey,
Mr. Morton, Mr. Brinsley Hall,
Mr. Oakes, . Mr. Holian,
The Hon. J. H. Young. Mr, Macdonell,

Mr. Waddell.
And so it passed 1 the negative.
Motion made (M. Jl{acdmell) —That Bdwin Richards, Esquire, the sitting Member, was duly elected
for the Electoral District of Mudgee.
Question put and passed.

. Motion made ( Mr. Levy),-—That a serious irregularity was commlttod at the Mudgee Public 8chool-house

booth, by the Presiding Officer at that boobh allowm« a considerable number of ballot-papers to be
‘ugned or initialled by a person not authorise Ly the Act to gign or initial such ballot-papers.
Question pub and passed.

. That the attention of the Colonial Secretary be drawn to the foregoing l'esolutlon.
. Motion made (#». Jolman),—That the Committee make no award as to costs.

Question put and passed.

Motion made (Mr. Holman),—That the Petition of John Haynes is not frivolous nor vexatious.

Question put and passed.

Resolved,—That the Committee recommend the payment of Witnesses summoned by the Committee
by the Government.

Question put and passed.

. Resolved,—That the conclusions at which the Committee has arrived at, be embodied in & report and

preseutcd to the House, and that the Chairman move that the Committee have leave to adjourn
sine die.
W. 8. CHRISTIE,
Acting Second Clerk Assistant.
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COMMITTEE

OF

ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS, -

ELECTION PETITION—HAYNES ». RICHARDS—MUDGEE.

THURSDAY, 20 OCTOBER, 1904.

Present :—
Mr. Dacey, Mr. Morton,
Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr, Oakes,
Mr. Holman, Mr. Macdonell. .
Mr. Lavy,

The Hon. J. H. Young in the Chair.

Mr. W. E. Hawkins appeared as Counsel for the Petitioner, Mr. J. Haynes,
Mr. A. James appeared as Counsel for the sitbing Member, Mr. E. Richards.

Richard A. Arnold, called in, sworn, and examined :—

1. Chairman.] You are Clerk of the Tegislative Assembly? Yes. _
2. You produce a writ showing the result of the eleetion for Mudgee? Yes, endorsed with the name of
Mr. Edwin Richards.

3. The writ is signed by the Returning Ofhicer in the propor form?  Yes.

4. Do you produce the ballot-papers used at the election ¥ Yes.

(At this stage Mr. Holman took the Chair.)

William James Kessell, clerk in the Attorney-General’s Department, called in, sworn, and examined :—

5. Mr. Hawkins.] You produce an original document, signed by Mr. Richards and Mr. McDougall,
containing questions and answers in respect of an application for an elector’s right? T produce the butt of
an original elector’s right, dated 14th February, 1901, issued $o Mr. Richards, a declaration of Mr.
Richards, made by him when receiving a substituted ri%ht, on the 27th June, 1904 ; a cancelled substituted
right, No. 260801, and a letter from the Elcctoral Registrar at Newtown to the Electoral Registrar at
Mudgee, dated 30th June, 1004, (Vide Appendia 4.) .

6. These are produced by you from the Attorney-General’s Department? Yes. Mr. MeDougall is the
Electoral Registrar of Mudgee ; he is Clerk of Petty Sessions also.

7. As an oflicer of justice he sends them to your Department? Yes.

TUESDAY, 25 OCTOBER, 15904

Bregent:—
Mr. Dacey, ' Mr, Macdonell,
Mr, Levy, Mr. Morton,
Mr. Oakes, Hon. J. H. Young.

Mr. Brinsley Hall,
W. A, Holman, Esq., in the Chair,

Mr. C. G- W. Davidson appeared as Counsel for the Petitioner, Mr. John Haynes.

Mr. James and Mr. D. R. Hall appeared as Counsel for the Respondent, Mr. Edwin Richards (the sitting
. member), i

William James Kessell, Clerk in the Atborney-Generul’s Department, recalled, and further examined :—

8. Mr. Davidson.] You produce certain documents signed by Mr. Chapman, of the Newtown Electoral
Offico? Yes, I hand in the butt of o transferred elector’s right issued to Mr. Edwin Richards, dated 30th
dJune, 1904, No. 260801, (Vide Appendiax B).

John Haynes, called in, sworn, and examined -—

9. Mr. Davidson.] You were a candidate at the recent election at Mudgee? Yes,

10. On what dates were you prosent at Mudgee ! T was ab Mudgee for some time previous to the election,

and 1 was also there on the day of the election, 6th August.

11. Did you soe the polling-booths in Mudgee on that day? Yes, I visited each of them.
47033 172—1 12.
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"itness—J, Haynes, 25 QOctober, 1904,

12. Will you describe where they were? There were three of them, and they were located,—one at the
Court-house, another at the Town Hall—half a mile apart—and one at the Public School, which is about
three-quarters of a mile from the Court-house, and nearly the same distance from the Town Hall. They
were divided alphabetically in the usual way.

13. The booths were split up into various letters of the alphabet? Yes.

14. Do you know what letters represented each particular booth? 1 do not remember exacily, but I hand
in a copy of the Government Gazette showing the polling-places. (Vide Appendix C.)

155 I believe you have been concerned in numerons other elections ¥ Yes. A

16. What was done at Mudgee with regard to the poilingplaces? The polling-places were located, as I
have stated,—one at the Court-house, another at the Town Hall, and another at the Public School. The
Pablic School polling-booth was threequarters of a mile from the others. Towards the afternoon a crush
cceurred. It was first noticed at the Court-house and the Town Hall. T was present and saw it; I
represented the state of affairs to the Returning Officer. It appeared as though a large number of persons
were unable to vote.

17, Mr. Macdonell.] At what hour did you see the Returning Officer? Half-past 2 or 3 o'clock. 1 heard
that the crush, although bad at two of the polling-places, was the worst at the Public School. I visited
each place about twenty times over. T ohtnined a vehicle, and drove backwards and forwards after the
Returning Oticer, demnnding that the volers who would probably be disfranchised should be permitted to
vote at cither polling Looth, the town having bren guzetted as a polling-place; or else that he should make
some provision whereby one booth should be provided to enable the electors to vote. I proceeded then to
the Public School, and found that there wus a complete collapse or stagnation of operations there, in
consequence of the construction of the building and the number of voters present.

18. Chairman.] You say there was a stagnation ;—do you mean that there were so many voters that they
could not be letin? Yes. The Public School is approached by a narrow corridor, which ruus along for
about J feet, and then turns at a sharp angle along the corridor 2 or 3 feet into a room, and it is lighted
by asmall windew at the end, whicli gives a very dim light in the daytime, On the day in question the
light was rather dull.  When 1 went to the Public Schonl I found a number of persons attempting to get
in ; the corridor was cramumed tight and there was 1o possibility of people moving backwards ; they could
nob get out. ‘

19. M. Macdonell ] Was therc only one entrance?  Yes.

20. What about the exit? It was on the other side. When I snw the state of aflfairs there, I obtained a
vehicle and drove back to the Returning Ofticer, and demanded that sonelhing should be done.  The Returning
Officer was not presiding at any hootl, but was moving about from ene booth to the other. I drove up tu
hini and asked himi to come and see what was going on ot the Public Schovl.  He did so, and 1 drove after
hin.  About half an hour had elapsed, and when 1 came back T found the same persons in the corrider who
were there previously. I spoke to several of thein; T found they were not alle either to advance or get
out. I called the attention of (he Returning Officer to the matter, and he said : * I think the thing will go
along all right, and if it does not T will make some provision later by which they will be able to vote, I
will either allow them to vote at the other places, where the crush is lessening, or I will make some provision
whereby they may all vote together.” I thén went back to the other places, and I found the compluing
with regard to the crush, about 3 o’clock in the afternioon, pretty general. I found the crush distinet at
the Court-hiouse. The people were eeammied in teying to get to vote. I went to the Town Hall again, and
found the same condition of affuirs there, although the crush was les<ening. T made & circhit of the booths
about twenty tims, and every time T came to the Public Scheol I found*the same crush.  In one hour I
found the same perzons in the corridor trying to reach the booth. T then dreve back again to Mr. Crossing,
the Returning Ofticer, and demanded that he should give the people facilities for voting., I followed him to
the place. This was repeated three or four times, I insisted oun the Returning Officer coming down.  On
the last occasion T camme down, I went round to the back of the Luilding, and found that some persons,
associated with Mr. Richards’ party, had introduced voters by the back way, 1 saw it _

21. Chairman.] Tell us exactly what you saw? I saw persons being directed into the back of the hooth by
a gentleman named Mr. Cohen; thac was at the Pullic Scheel. I did not think that was any great
irregularity at that time. T saw two persous, one of whom I knew was agaiost me, and another man
named Robson, who had been injured by some burning accident, and was ascompanied by an clderly woman,,
who could not face the cruch in the vestibule ; and | suggested that they might be introduced into the room
by the back way, as others had been. I found that several persons had been admitted in that way, and I
saw several persons who had been so admitted. When 1 returned to the corridor again, the people
complained to me of others being admitied, and that they could neither get in or come out. T saw several
persons—five or six at least—come to the place, look at the corridor, and go away.

22. Mr. Davidson.] Were you present at the closing of the poll? Wes T was standing at the back
towards the close of the evening—5 o'clock or half-past.  Judging from what T saw, the ¢rowd in the corridor
moved about 5 feet in an hour. T went to the back of the booth, and saw through the door that the place
was in partial darkness.

23. Mr. Morton.] Do you mean the voting place? Yes. They bad a lamp, and the people were crowding
around and trying to get their votes recorded. There was really no light, the window and the lawp being
small. I called out to the Returning Officer to hurry up, as there were fifty ur sixty people who had been in
the corridor for a long time, and could not vote. I demanded that something should be done. Mr. Crossing
at that time, in accordance with a promise, sent his son down to see if he could assist in lighting up the
hooth. There were numbers of the small voting compartments which had no light.

24. Chairman.] You sny this was the Public School booth ? Yes. The place being practically in darkness,
I sent a man away to purchase candles. I paid 2s. for, I think, two candles; it was rather a high price,
The candles were cut up and put in differcnt places. The place was then fairly lighted, but still the
congestion remained. Br. Crossing's zon then said, in my hearing, that he was his father’s deputy, and he
called on his father to give facilities for the voting ta take place, as they could not geb through with it at
the Public School. He asked his father if he would allow the voters to go to the other booth and endeavour
to vote there, or if he would arrange for & place where all alphabetical numbers might be taken.

25, Mr. Levy.] With ragard to the Town Hall, were there separate booths there, or were only people whose
surnames ran from A to F allowed to vote there?! That is all.

26. There were no polling-bootha there ¢ No. 2

7.
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There was only one place? Tha.b is 8o, Thero was room for half a dozen or a dozen hooths at the
’l‘owu Hail as we work them in 8ydney, but thers was only one booth at each of these places wnth
alphabetical distinetions.

28. Clairman.] And provision for only ote voter at 4 time? Yes; one at each place.

99. Mr. Levy.) People whose surnames ran from A to F were allowed to vote at the Town Hall Yes.

30. And from G to M at the Court-house? Yes.

31. And from O to Z at the other place? Yes. The Returning Officer was standing at my side, and I
challenged him about the situation, and I distinctly told bim that if the voting was close his arrangeinents
would broak dow n, and that there would be need for another election, s there would be a collapse of the
voting.” I told him that the people were there to vote, and that they were not permitted to vote. !

33, Mr. Morton.| What time was this? Between 5 and 530. He deliberated for a moment, and said,
“T think T will appoint another place for them to vote at in the town”™ After a few moments, he said,
#No, I do not think I can do that ; 1 am afraid it wili v;tlaht. the elecblon, and so the proceedings \\ent
on. I was there when the pol! closed.

33. At which booth? T am speaking of the Public 8chool. When the poll closed there were at least hve
or six persons—probably ten—in the polling booth waiting to vote, and the buallot-box was closed by the
dircction of the Returning Officer, and those who were in the booth were prevented from voting. There
were several who were not allowed to vote. Immediately afterwards, the people secing the booth was closed,
melted out of the corridor. Up to that time two policemen were at the door keepmg the crowd from
crushing in, The pressure behind was great. I saw a child taken away from a woman by a policewan.
When the people got out of the corridor I saw several women leaning against different places for support ;
they were practically in a state of exhaustion—one of them pattlcu]urly so—and they stated that they had
been there for a considerable time—-most of the afternoon. I saw at least forty persons unable to vote. 1
should say that the corridor would hold twenty to twenty-five persons, and they were jammed np tight. 1
went right to the edge of the crowd, and found they could not mnove backwards or forwards, and wonten in
the corridor were crying out to be allowed to get out. T saw one woman come out of the place after being
there, as she stated, an hour or an hour and a “half. Her dress was tor n, and she was walking up and down,
endeny ouring to get breath. Men fought in the corridor for a considerable time. I am able tosstate that
I zaw people in the corridor for one hour, and they did not vote. I met several persons who had come to
the booth to vote at 3 o'clock in the afterncon. I remarked to them, * T will assist you to get your vote ™
it made no difference to me for whom they voted. They went over to see what chance they had. ’lhere
was 1o prospect of voting, and they went away. Some returned, but they did not vote. T am aware that
some persons, although they attended early in’ the afternocon, were unable to vote, and secured vehicles, or
were driven by others from Mudgee to vote at Limestone, a distance of 7 miles. Although Mudgee was
proclaimed a polling-place they were unable to vote there, and were driven to Limestone, Those who were
poor and had no vchicle or friends to drive them wers unable to record their votes,

34. Mr. Davidson.] Were you at any other polling-place besides Mudgee? In the early part of the mormng,
about half-past 10, I went to Cullanbone. I was back at 12 o'clock.

35. Where is Cul]anbone? Tt is about 6 or 7 miles out.

36. Did you sec anything take place there? No; I did not see much there. At the Mudgee Court-house
I heard complaints thet the people there were being prevented from voting, and the preudmg officer there
allowed all persons who were in the booth at 6 oclock to vote, He eaid, T will take the votes of those
persons who are in the building at the time when the poil should be c]osed”, but those who were in the
Public School at the time the polling was closed were not allowed to vote.

‘37, Mw. Morton.] Do you mean bhe people who were in the room where the voting was taking place? Yes.
38, Chairman.} At which of these places were you at the time of closing of the poll? At the Public 8chool.
T put in a plan showing the locality of the poiling-places (Vide Appendm: ).

39. Mr. Davidson.] Ts that a correct vlan? Yes.

40. Do you say that at the Town Hall only those whose initial surnames ran from A to F were allowed to
vote there? That is so,

41, And at the Conrt-bouse only thase whose surnames ran from G to M were allowed to vote there? Yes.
42. And at the Public School only those whose initials ran from ( to Z were aliowed to vote there} That
is s0. I distinctly asked the Returning Officer, in view of the crush that was occurring at the three places,
and later on at the Public School, to bave one polling-place where all persons who could not be accommodated
might vote. I stated that the people were there to offer their votes, and that they were being deprived of
the franchise. The crush did not occur from a sudden rush ; it ocenrred all the afternoon. Three votes, T
thinl, were taken every twenty-five minutes, or something like that.

43. Mr. Morton.] How far is the Town Hall from the Public School? About o mile.

44, Chairman.] How wany votes could be taken together at each of these places ; for instance, take the
Public School ;—how many people could vote there at once under the arrangements made by the Returning
Officer? It is difficalt to say. Certain things ocourred which deprived thew of the facility for vot.m" '
45. But how mauny voting places or little covers were erected ?  About a dozen.

46. Mr. Levy.] How many compartments were there? About a dozen.

47. But there was no alphabetical division theret? No.

48. Mr. Davidson.] Were you at Gulgong on the election day ¥ No.

49, Mr. James.] The three voting places to which you have referred are in Mudgee 1 Yes.

50. And the greatest distance one 1s from the other is less than half a mile?* More than that, It is nearer
a mile from the Court-house to the Public School.

51. Have you measured it off on the plan? Yes; it is about three-quarters of a mile.

532, Mudgee is about a mile square, I believe? Yes.

53, And is not the Public School nearly in the centre of the town? It is hardly in the centre.

54. But it is not far from it? No; not far,

55. Do you not know that pa.rt.mulars concerning these booths were advertised in the local papers for more
than a fortnight before the day of election ! They may have been.

56. Do you not know that they were 7 No,

57. You did not see the advertisements in the newspapers? No.

58. And the matter was not brought to your knowledgd? No.
- 59.
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59. Did you not know that these booths were advertised as the polling centres? I did not,
60. You have been up for election at Mudgee before? Yes.
61. Were not these places used as polling-places or booths at the other elections? Not the Public School,
62. Two of the places, thent Yes; the Court-house and the Town Hall. T applied for the same thing at
Wellington, and it was refused, because they were not gazetted.
63. Had you scrutineers at the Public School? Yes.
64. When did you appoint them? They would be appointed early in the morning.
65. On the day of the clection? Yes.
66. Do you not appoint scrutineers before the day of the election? I was away, I think, and I had to sign
with them.
67. Did you speak at Mudgee the night before the election? The night before the election, or on the
morning of the election I signed the scrutineers’ papers.
68. Mr. Levy.] Had you one serutineer at each of the three places ¥ Yes.
69. Mr. James.] You know that, according to the Act, not more than six people are allowed in a booth at
one time? Yes.
70. So that, no matter how many erowded in the corridor, not more than six could be admitted at a time
into the room? Yes,
71. And policemen were there to provent more than six getiing in? Exactly ; but six could not get in,
72. You have raised no point in your petition concerning certain people being wrongfully intrednced into
the booth from the back? No.
73. You say you saw a number of people waiting for an hour in the corridor? Yes,
74, Can you give their names? One was Adam Spies, another a man named Oram. I know a lut of
these people by sight, and T could not give their names. '
75. Are you going to call any of them to prove that they could not vote? Yes; a man named Falling was
at the booth at 3 o'clock, if not earlier. He went away and came back three times, and found the same
congestion there, and could not vote. .
76, How .had the polling gone on at the Looths you visited prior to 3 o'clock? Hoon after luncheon there
was a congestion of voters at the Court-house. People were standing about there commplaining that the
‘rush was very great, and complaint was made to the Returning Officer,
T7. According to your statement, onty those whose surnames ran from A to F could vote there, and there
were twelve compartments inside to which the people could obtain admission? I do not know about the
Court-house ; I did not see in there.
78. Btill, all the congestion occurred among the people whose surnames ran from A to ¥7 Yes; and
afterwards those persons were accommodated ; they were got through.
79. How bad the polling gone on before that time :—was it not pretty slack before lunch?  Fairly good,
but not in any way sufficient to cause a block,
80. What was to prevent anybody from keeping back supporters to the last, and then sending up from 200
to 300 voters suddenly to cause a rush ;—could not that be done easily enough? Yes; but you could not
got one-fourth nor one-fifth of the votes which would be legitimately offered in Mudgee if anything occurred
similar to that which occurred at the Public School.
81. You used the expression ¢ legitimately offered ” ;—it i not until they come to the officer inside the
booth that you know whether they have a right to vote or not ; that might be an arrangement to block
the voting ; you could easily put a number of people there who had ne right to vote at all, and then
endenvour to upset an election on the ground that people could not vote? As I have stated, I believe the
total number who voted was about three every twenty-five ininutes.
82, You admit that ot the other two booths the people voted? Yes,
83. Although in one instance the door was closed with people inside and those inside were allowed to vote?
Yes.
84. Were you present at the time? No.
83. At which booth were most votes polled 7 At the Town Hall, T think. I understand that the numbers
are availuble.
86. Werc not the least votes polled at the Public School? Yes; I belisve that the number of those who
went there, and departed without voting on account of the crush, was neatly 100.
87. That is hearsay evidence ¥ It iz not hearsay. '
88. Mr. Levy.] Did the Returning Officer have s deputy at each place? Yes; he did not preside nt any
place.
89. How many polling clerks were there at cach place? One at each, so I understand.
80. Mr. Morton.] Did the Returning Officer take no part in connection with the voting? He did not
preside ; he was travelling up and down.
91. He did not act officiaily in any of the booths ! No ; he was going backwards and forwards.
92, Mr. Levy.| But he was available? Yes,
93. Was he in the town of Mudgee all day? Yeu
1‘.514. Mr. Morton.] 1 suppose you were not travelling about together 7 No; I was generally a little distance
ehind him.
95. Mr. Macdonell] Can you give any reason for the block at the Public Sehool ;—you say that only about
three people voted in twenty-five minates ;—what was the cause of the delay ¥ There was no provision for
lighting. The room was lighted by a small, chscure, church-like window ; there wag a little lamp in the
place, and from what T could see the whale business was congested, 1 was told that peopie had had wrong
numbers given to them. :
96. Was the lamp burning all day ? From about 2 o’clock in the afternoon. When I looked in, there
were officers and voters all round the table. I understand that the Returning Officer objectad to their being
all round the table, and thus preventing the secrecy of the ballot. When I saw that that was going on, I
purchased the candles, cut them up into pieces, and sent themr in and lighted up the place in order to
facilitate the voting. )
97. Chairman.] When were the candles supplied T About 5 o’clock. I stood at the exit door, and was
surprised to find that & considerable time elapsed before anyone came outs I began to imagine that I could
.not be at the exit door of the booth. I could not make it out at gll.
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98, Was that in the early morning ? No; in the afterncon. My attention was then drawn to the fact
that the people were not permitted to vote—that the arrangements prohibited them from doing so, although
they were crammed in the corridor. Some of the witnesses will give evidence on that point.
00, Mr. Davidson.] How long did the congestion last at the Public School T For three hours.
100, And how long at the Town Hall?  About two hours.
101. And how long at the other polling-place 7 Alout two hours.
102. You were not concerned in any way in the polling arrangements ¥ Certainly not. I stood at the
back door and called on the Returning Officer about forty times, demanding that the people should be
permitted to vote. At last I got the Retnrning Officer’s deputy—1 think he must have been his deputy,
or he would not have been permitted to enter the building—1Y refer to the Returning Officer’s son,—and
asked him to call upon his father to provide another place, as there was no prospect of getting the people in
to vote. The Returning Officer said he would provide a place for them, or allow them to vote at one of the
other places.  Afterwards T told him that if he did not provide a place it would vitiate the election, as the
people were there to vote, and he had not provided them_ with the means for voting.
103. Mr. Morion.] You say you purchased candles  Yes.
104. Were they used ¥ Yes.
105. To whom did you give them} To the police; and I saw them cut in pieces and placed in the different
compartments.
106, Were they used by the Returning Officer or his clerks ¢ Yes.
107. Mr. J. I Young.] Did I understand you to say that some people were allowed to vote after 6 o'clock ?
Yes.
108. Some people who were in the building at the time of the close of the poll were allowed to vote }
Yes. At the Public School the order was given by the Returning Officer to close the ballot-box nine
minutes after § o'clock.
109. Do you know that of your own knowledge? Yes. 1 may explain that it was arranged that the
polling should stop simultaneously at all glaces on the firing of the gun. Either the gun did not go off, or
it did not sound loud enough.
110. Mr. Morton.] What gun was that | They have a gun at Mudgee. At any rate, it was to go off on
this oceasion ; but whether it did s0 or not I do not know. The sound of it, however, was not heard at
the FPublic School. -
111, Chairman.] Which of the booths was open after 6 o’clock 7 The Public School.
112. And you were there at 6 o'clock'? Yes; I was there, and we compared watches, and it was nine
minutes after 6 when they closed.
113. Were you there when they closed ¥ Yes; I wus there for the last three-quarters of an hour.
114, Mr. Lewy) Can you say if any votes were tendered after 6 o'clock 7 Yes. 'The Returning Officer
was then at the back door, and we compared watches, and he gave notice that he was about to close the
booth ; and I then saw six, eight, or ten persons in a cluster in the booth. Some of them were voting.
115. Were their votes taken 7 Most undoubtedly some were taken after 6 o’clock.
116, Chairmen.] You say thai some people went out to Limestone to vote there | Yea,
117. Have you got their names § Yes,
118. Will you be able to produce any of them as witnesses ' Yes.
119, Mr. Davidson.] Do you kuow the numbers polled at the clection 7 The total votes polled at Mudgee
were—Richards, 933 ; Haynes, 825.
120. M. James] Do you say that young Crossing was the deputy in charge of the Public School! No;
the Returning Officer told me he was the deputy, and he wus in the room all the evening. )
121. Who was thie Deputy Returning Officer ¢ Mr. Webb,
122. 'Was he present during the time of the congestion? Yes; My, Crossing, junior, was brought down by
his father to facilitate the voting, and he called upen his father to provide means of voting elsewhere, as
they could not proceed, His father said, in my hearing, that he would do so.

Pereival Stewart Garling, called in, sworn, and examined :—

123, Mr. Davidson.] 1 believe you are part proprietor of the Western Posf ncwspaper, Mudgee?  Yes,
124. Do you remember 6th August last, the day of the general election? Yes.

125, Where were you during that day % T was at varions places during the forenoon, but throughout the
afternoon I was at the Mudgee Court-house, one of the polling-places,

126. What did you do there? I was watching Mr. Haynes’ interests there.

127. In what respect§ Sceing that there was no interference with voters or anything of that sort, and
during the last couple of houras, at the request of the Returning Officer, I was giving people their numbers,
a0 a3 to facilitate the voting, Decause there was a considerable crush there.
128. How many booths were there? Three in the town of Mudgee.

129. At the Court-house, the Town Hall, and Public School?  Yes.

130. Can you say anything as to the facilities for voting at the Court-house? All the voting was got
through at the Court-house.

131. Was there any congestion of voting there? Yes; for two or three hours.

132. At what time ? From about 3 o'clock, or a little before.

133. ¥or how long? It was about ten minutes to 6 before we finally got through.

134. Were you at that polling-place when the poll was closed? Yes.

135, What time was it closed ' Six o'clock.

136. Chairman.] That is at the Court-house? Yes.

137. Mr. Davidson.] Can you give any evidence as to the polling at any other of the booths 7 No,

138, Did you see Mr. Haynes during the day? Yes, |

139. When!? I saw him a’ couple of times during the afternoon at the Court-house ; the last time I saw
him wag about 5 o'cloclk,

140. What took place on that occasion ! T saw him speaking to Mr. Crossing, the Returning Officer. The
Returning Officer came there, and Mr. Haynes followed shortly afterwards, and was complaining about the
block at the Public School, _ 141,
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141, What took place then§ Mr. Crossing and Mr. Hayues wenb away Mr, Henry Lord wag with M.
Haynes-at that time,

142. "'Who is Mr. Henry Lord? A resident of Long Paddock—a farmer.

143. Did you see Mr. Crossing, the Returning Officer, during the day? Yes; at that particular time.
144, Did you ses him on any other occasion?  Yes ; I think I saw him twice during the afterncon at the
Court-house.

145. Can you say if he remained at one booth for the whole of the time? Noj; because I saw him come to
the Court-house and go away.

146. Once, or several times? A couple of times during the afternoon. I know that on onse oceasion he
asked me to give voters their numbers. Then, later on, T saw Mr. Haynes complaining to him about the
crush at the Public School.

147. Can you say that at the bootl whers you were, there were any people unable to vote on account of
the congestion! I saw a couple of people go away, but whether they came back or not 1 could not say.
One was Mr. Howarth, a volunteer, in uniform. He was really the only one whom, I think, did not vote,
He might possibly, however have voted subsequently without me seeing him. .

148. Were you at Gulgong or any other of the polling-places during the election ? No; Iwasat the Town
Hall for a little time during the forencon. T did not stay at any of the polling-places, but I was between
my own office and the Town Hall. I was knocking about all over the place in the forenoon, but I remnined
at the Court-house throughout the afternoon.

149, 'With regard to paragraphs 4 and 5 of Mr. Haynes' petition, dealing with the nomination, do you
remember being in the electoral office at Mudgee during June last ¢ Yes, on the 27th June,

150. Who else was there on that occasion? Mr. Richards and Mr. Gangey were on the same side of the
counter as I was, and on the opposite side was Mr. McDougall, the Registrar, and his clerk, Mr. Aubrey
Hardwick.

151. What toock pla.ce on that occasion? Mr, Richards stated that he required a right, and Mr. McDougall
asked him if he could show the necessary qualification of residence.

152. Who is Mr. MecDougall? The Registrar. Mr. Richards said that he conld. ‘Ihe question
Mr. McDougall asked htm was if he could state whether he had his prineipal place of abode in Mudgee
three months prior to that date.

153, Mr. Dacey.] Was he asking for a substituted right ¢ I took it, at first, that he was wishing to get his
name on the roll as an original voter, because I happened to pass a certain remark at the time.  Mr. Richards
said he previously had a rlght for Mudgee, and I told him that if it was one of the old red rights he would
be entitled to an original right, but after Mr. Richards explained matters, Mr. McDougall stated that he
would issue a right to him under section 30 of the Act.

154. Chasrman.] That is in regard to substituted rights? Yes. At the same time he explained to
Mcr. Richards that, by appearing “at the next Revision Courb he could get his name on the Mudgee roll, just
the same as thouﬂh it were an on«mu.l right being issued to him.

155. My, Levy.] Was not his name then on the Mudgee roll? His name was not then on the 7 Mudgee roll.
It had been struck off two or three years previously.

156. Mr. Dacey.] Prior to the 27th June last, Mr. Richards' name was not on the Mudgeerol}? No.

157. Mr. Morton.] You say it was struck off ;—who struck it off? I understand it was struck off at the
Revision Court in 1901,

158. Chairman.] You were not in Court when it was struck off? No. I have with me a roll for the
electoral district of Mudgee, and Mr, Richards’ name is not upon it, That is one of the rolls which was
used at the election. '

159, Mr. Davidson.] What took place after that? When the question of residence was being talked about,
Mr. Richards stated that he claimed Mudgee ss his residence, because he had a furnished room a.t
Langridge’s hotel, where he was living, and that this room was never ocenpied by anyone but himself. He
stated that, although his daughters lived here, that was their residence and not his, e said that all his
ties were at Mudgee, and that he claimed Mudgee as his residence.

160. Do you know if Mra. Richards was residing in Mudgee at'that time? I saw her there very frequently
for a month or two prior to that, but for exactly how long T could not state.

161. Can you say that the roll to which you have referred was one used by the scrutineers? Yes;it was
used by one of our Gulgong serutineers. _

162. Did you send that list out? No, but I received it back. Tt was returned to me through the post.
1683. Mr. Macdonell.] There is no one, as far as you know, entitled to vote at the election, except those
whose names are on the roll? No. 1 know that during the election some people came there with their
rights, but were blocked from voting because their names did not appear. They had been omitted.

164 Mr. Davidson. ] Can you say whether Mr. Richards name was on the rolls used at the time of the
elecbmn? No, it was not.

165. itr. D. R. Hail.] You did not see it there? No. T have been through them, and his name does not
appear.

1{3)6 On the 27th June, when you heard the conversation to which you have referred, did you have s
conversation with Mr. Richards earlier in the day? A few minutes previously I did.

167, You, at that time, were a political opponent of his? Yes.

168. Your newspaper opposed him too? Yes, for this election; but on the two previous clections we
supported him.

169. Did Mr. Richards say anything on that day about you having siandered him at a place called
Hargreaves! Ile asked me if T had been telling a couple of people out there that he had been guilty of
shady practices, and I told him I had not.

170. You were present when Mr, Richards went to apply for this right ¢ Yes.

171. By accident? T was seeing Mr. McDougall on other business,

172. And he made this application in the most public way? Yes.

173. Did he say anything about his wife living in-Mudgee? I do not recollect his wife being mentioned,
but T recollect his stating that his daughters werc living here.

174. Did he say anything about members of his family living at Mudgee? What he said was that his
daughters had a place down below.” He gave the impression that his daughters were living here, and
that he was living in Mudgee. 175.
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175 Did he say anything about claiming a dual residence { I do not recollect that. 1 may state that I
did not, remain to see the final issue of the right to him. I had finished my business and I left.
176. Did you leave in the midst of & conversation ! The right was being filled in, but I did not remsin to
see it signed. '
177, Thlou"hout the whole of this interview you never saw any attempt at concealment on Mr. Richards’
part? No, e stated most openly that Mudgee was his residence. He was very empbatic about it.
178. And that he reguired a subsiituted right because he had lost his previous one? Yes.
179. Mr, Levy.] Wus there anything ab the Court-house to show that only those whaose initial surnames
ran from G to M could vote there1 Yes, there was a calico sign outside the door containing the information.
A sign was also posted at the Town Hall. T could not say what was done at the Public School, because T
wias nob there.
180. Could anyone have gone into these places without seeing the letters? No; T know several people who
went in whose names did not begin with the initials mentioned, and they were not allowed to vote there,
Beveral people came ont complaining about it
181, Mr. Macdonell.] Where was the heaviest polling? T conld not say, but T faney at the Town Hall,
183, Chairman.] You were at the Court-house at 6 o'clock ¥ Yes.
183. #fr. Morton.] What werc the lighting arrangements like? 1 heard no complaint about them at the
Court-house.
184. Mr. Dasey.] What was the principal polling- ‘booth#  The Town Hall is generally looked upon as the
central polling-hooth. .
185. The principal booth is generally the one nt which the Returning Officer declares the result of the poll 1
I do not think he declared it from any of the booths—he declared it “from the door of his own office.
186. Chairman.] Was Mudgee the administrative centre for the electorate? Yes.
187, Afr. JJaceyJ] And on the night of the 6th August, when the poll closed, he made no declaration of the
Mudgee returns % T did not heur him.  As far as I know all the returns were given at his own office on
the side of the street opposite to the Town Hall,
188. And that i where he declared the poll? Yes.
189, Mr. Macdonell] Do you know the school-house?  Yes,
190. Do you think there would be reasonable facilities there for polling one-third of the votes cast in
Mudgee, namely, 600 votes? T eould not say, but I think they should have been able to record their voies
as fast there as ab the other places,
191. There is nothing in the shape of the building to prevent them? There is a porch way to the bulldm
and there is the same at the Town Hall, as well as at the other building.
192. You see no reason, except the fact of a number of people going there late, why every vote which
ghould have been polled was not polled?  Not unless there was something going on to prevent the pecple
gebbin
193. Jg{'f‘ D. R. Hail] Were you in Mudgee during the Federal election? ¥Yes,
194. Were there three or two booths on that occasion? Three I think-—I am not positive.
195. And the people had to vote for the Senate, the House of Representatives, and the referendum? Yes.
196. Had they any trouble in getting through ? T heard no complaint, but T do not think such a heavy
poll was recorded then. y
197. That poll was not on a Saturday? No, y
198. Afr. Davidswon] Do you know whether these threc places were registered in the G'azette as polling-
places?  On looking at the Gnzette I see only Mudgee gazetted.

199, What about the Federal election? T could not say. ‘

200. Chairman.] Were the same three places used for the Federal election? T think so, although I am
not positive that the school-house was oue, but to the best of my belief it was,
201. Mr. D, A Haﬂ] Were tlie three booths advertised in the ordinary way % Yes, in the local papers.
202. Four weeks in advance? Yes, they appeared in two issues of the newspaper, if 1 remember rightly.
203. Myr. Dacey.] Adverting to the conversation you heard in the Registrar's office~did you hear the
Registrar tell Mr. Tiichards that he could not get a substituted right unless he resided there three months?
No. As nesr as I can remember, Mr. McDougall asked M. Rlchards if he could show the neces&ary
residential qualification.
294, Did he refer to "three months residence "7  Yes, the words “ three months” were used during the
course of the conversation. :
205. Mr, Davidson.] In asking the questions? Yes,
206, Mr, Oakes,] What do you consider were the defects in connection with the arrangements of t,he
election on polling-day? I can only speak for the Court-house, and with one exception everything was all
right., I saw one man there who complained of the crush, but so far as I know, everyone there recorded
their votes. Mr, Crossing asked Mr. Madden and myself if we would facilitate the voting by giving out
the numbers outside. Some one went across to Mr. Kellett's store, and got a table, and we sat at the table
and gave people their numbers ag they went in to vote.
207. Mr. Davidson.] Do you know anything of the Cullanbone polling-booth? No, except that it was
sddvertised to be held at the Public School. .
308. Do you know anything which took place in conncetion with the voting there? Personal]y, I do not,
I only know from hearsay. OF course, there were complaints about crushes, but the only place in regard
to which T have heard definite complaints was the Public School. I took the names of thirty to forty
people who called on me at my office subsequent to the election with complaints.
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THURSDAY, 27 OCTOBER, 1904.
Present:—
Mr. Dacey, Mr. Levy,
Mr. Macdonell, Mr. Morton,
Mr. Oakes, Hon. J. II. Young.

Mr, Waddel),
W. A. Holman, Esq., in the Chair.

M=, A. B, Piddington and Mr. C., G. W. Davidson appeared as Counsel for the Petitioner, Mr. John Haynes.
Mr. A. James and Mr, D, R, Hall appeared as Counsel for the sitting Member, Mr. Edwin Richards.

John Haynes, recalled, and further examined :—

209. Mr. Piddington.] I think that evidence has not been given of your baving been qualified by law to be
a candidate at the last generad election ¥ That is so. I have never been off the roll, and I hold an elector’s
right.

Senior-sergeant John Harvey, Mudgcee, called in, sworn, and examined :—

210. Mr. Piddington.] Do youn know a woman named Bridget Guest ¢ Yes.

211. Do you know where she was living in January last? T am not quite sure where she was living in
January, but I think that, in January or February, she left Mudgee.

212, Where for? Portland.

213. Ia that out of the electorate? Ves :

214. Do you know a man named William Mason, living at Stony Creek ? I know some Masons living
there ; I do not know their Christian names.

215. Were you present at the Cullenbone pelling-booth during the clection?  Yes.

216. Were you there at the opening of the poll? Mot exactly at the opening, T got there a little before
9 a.m.

217, Were vou there all day ! Pretty well.

218. Were you at Mudgee that day 7 Not until late in the evening.

219. Do you know of a namber of persons having been in the Cullenbone booth at one time?  Yes.

220. How many? I should think three or four, or five or six.

221. How long did they stay there? T could not say, because they were in and out.

223. About how lung? Sometimes for four or five minutes, and sometimes for ten minutes.

323. Chairman.] Did you see any voters enter the booth after they had already been thero? Yes.

224. Do you mean that you gaw the same persons going in snd out ¥ Ves.

225, That is, going out, and afterwards going in again ¥ Yes,

226. How often did that oceur ¥ Three or four times, 1 think.

227, Was that going on throughout the day ? T cannof say that it was going on throughout the day ; bat
I noticed it particularly in the afternoon,

298. Mr. James.]] Where was the poll held ¢ At the Pablic School.

229. How was the school divided ? There was a screen at the far end of the school-room.

230. And belind that screen the people registered their votes T Yes,

231, And the people you saw were walking in and out of the school 1 Yes; in and out of the portien
next to the door.

232, But not near the screen ! Nob near the tereen at all,

233. Mr. Piddingion.] Do you know whether they went in and out of the actual polling-booth ¥ T conld
not say. The officers were next to the polling-scresn. They had tables a little distance from it. By the
officers, I mean the presiding officer, the poll clerk, and the scrutineer.

234. It was that- part of the building where people went in and cut ' Yes; between where they were
sitting and the door. '

235. Chairman.] Did you notice any card-playing or drinking ¢ T saw a pack of cards there.

236. Mr. Levy.] Where? Lying on the school desks.

237. Mr. Piddington.] Did you see anybody playing eards there 9 Yes; I saw two people playing cards.
938. AMr. Levy.] Were you playing yourself? Yes; I had one game,

239. Mr. James.] Was there much voting there that day ? I forget the number who polled.

240. It was pretty slow, was it not? Very slow.

241. 'Whereabouts did you play cards? Just behind the door in the school-room,

243, How far were you from any of the oflicers? T should think abouat 6 or 8 yards,

William David Owen, Mudgee, called in, sworn, and examined -~

243. Mr, Piddington.] I believe you were acting at the Cullenbone polling-booth?  Yes.

244. In what capacity? As poll clerk.

245. Did you see the ballot-box open and empty before the beginning of the polling? No.

246. When did you come to the polling-booth? About a quarter to 8 o’clock.

247. Had any persons voted then? When I went to the booth 1 helped Mr. Train, the Deputy Returning
Officer, to fix up the booth. Then he asked me to take the horse and trap back to ¥ Payne’s Hotel.” I did
so, and then walked back to the booth, Mr, Train and Mr. Keats were outside, and said they had voted,
248. Did you see their votes marked off on the roll when you returned? They asked me to tick their
names off.

249. And you did so? Yes.

250. And their votes had been given before you returned? Yes.

251. And the baliot-box was never shown to you open and empty? No.

252, Who were in the booth when you returned? No one. Both Mr. Train and Mr. Keats were outside.
253. Who is Mr. Keatzs? Mr. Richards’ scrutineer. .

254, ‘Were they the only persons present? Yes. 255,
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255, And the only persons whose votes you were asked to ticle off T Yes.

256. Mr. Lery.] Had Mr. Haynes a scrutineer there! No.

257. Had he one there at all during the day? Not to my knowledge.

258, Mr. Piddington.] Can you tell us what took place during the day with regard to persons coming into
the booth ;—were you there the whole of the day$ Not the whole of the day. It wasa very cold day,
and we were in and out.

259. But you were either in the booth or at the door? Yes.

260, 'Tell us what took place in the booth? In what way ?

261. In regard to persons other than officials being in the booth? Well, Mr. Frape, the schoolteacher,
came in, and voted, and was standing about talking. Sergeant Harvey was also there for a time. In the
afterncon Mr. Dixon came in ; and later on, towards night, when we were drawing the poll to & conclusion,
three or four people—I do not know their names—-were standing about, from about half-past 5 till closing
time, 6 o'clock.

262. Did any persons remain in the booth for any considerable time? Yes; in the afternoon voting was a
bit slow, and there was no reading matter about, so someone proposed we should have a game of cards.
Mr. Frape and Mr. Train played Mr. Keats and myself a four-handed game of euchre.

263. Were any persons in the polling-hooth after recording their votes? Yes.

264. Were any persons in the polling-booth, net for the purpose of veting? No.

265. T mean people who might have voted somewhere else, and did not mean to vote there? I could not
say about that.

266. Wag there any drinking there! Yes, there was some drinking.

267. I wmean, drinking by persons other than the officials having their normal refreshinent? We had
occasional refreshers, )
268. Apart from the officials, were any other persons drinking there? T would not be certain aboutanyone
clse drinking. I think Sergeant Harvey had a drink by invitation, and I think Mr. Frape had a drink,
but I would not be certain.

269. Mr. James.] Was Mr. Haynes there that day? Yes.

270. Did he share in the refreshment? Not to my knowledge. :

271. Mr. Piddingion.] Was Mr. Haynes in the polling-booth? 1 cannot say.

272. Mr. Levy.] Were you the only poll clerk at this bootht Yes.

973, Was it your duty to give the persons voting their numbers on the roll?  Yes.

974. So that no one could have voted without your seeing them? M. Train and Mr. Keats voted and
asked me to find their numbers and tick them off,

975, That was after voting? Yes. AsI have explained, Mr. Train and wmyself fixed up the booth.
Mr. Train then asked me to take the horse and sulky back to ¢ Payne’s Hotel,” and it was on my return
that Mr. Train and Mr. Keats told me they had voted. T remarked, **I will go and vote,” and Mr. Train
then said, “ Tick our names off, and then you can tick your own off and vote.”

276, Mr. James] And you did vote? Yes,

277. Mr. Piddington.] You had no opportunity whatever of knowing what was in the ballot-box when you
got back on that occasion? Noj it was not shown to me. .

278. Mr. James.] But you were not present when the box was opened ; you were at the hotel 7 Yes.

279. Was the ballot-box in full view of all present in the booth after that? Yes

280. And as far as you know, the Returning Officer or the deputy kept the key of the box 1 Yes.

281. When you went into the booth, did you take sufficient interest in the matter to see if there were any
votes in the box at all? No; that was the first occasion I was ever at a booth.

982. Chairman.] Had the box a glass panel in the side? T think it was all of wood.

983. Mr. James| Was not the box three sides wood and one glass? T could nol swear to that.

284. Mr. Morton.] When the poll was over, did you count the number of ballot-papers and compare it with
the number you ticked off the roll? Yes. .

285. And they checked ! Yes.

986. Chairman.] Did you keep the rolls during the day ? Yes.

987. Are these the rolls you used? I know I ticked mine in the same way as is done here.

988. Were the rolls used by the serutincers supplied by the Returning Officer? Yes.

239. And one to you as poll clerk? Yes,

290. Mr. Morton.] Do you say the scrutineers were supplied with rolls by the Returning Officer? By
Mr. Train.

291. Chairman.] Did you count the number of ticks you made on the roll as people who had voted? Yes.
292, And did you find it come to 1167 116 or 117—1I forget which, Whatever the number was, it came
out perfectly correct.

293. Mr. Macdonell.] Do you think any voter was prevented from recording his vote in any way by the
presence in the booth of voters who had already voted? No, I think not.

294. Everyone who wanted to record a vote could go in and record it without being interfered with by
anyone in the booth? Yes; I do not think anyone was interfered with.

William McIntyre, Chief Electoral Officer, sworn and examined :—

295. Chairman.] Are you in a position to produce various papers and reports which will be asked for
later on, if you have a list of them given you now ? Yes; if they are amongst the records of the office.
996. Mr. Piddington.] Can you produce the butts showing the substituted rights that were issued to
electors in the Mudgee Electorate, these butts having upon them, so I understand, the answers made by
applicants? They will be with the Registrar at Mudgee.

997. Did Mr. Crossieg, the Returning Officer at Mudgee, make a report to yon about the complaints of
crowdiog at the Mudgee Public School 7" Hn~ may have reported to Mr. Gibson, the Under Secretary, but
I have not received it.

208. Mr. J. }. Young.] Could you obtain the report for the purposes of the inquiry? T understand that
a report was made, but it was not sent to me ; still, I could produce ib.

E—172 299,
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299. Mr. Waddell.] Were the Returning ahd Presiding Officers, in the instruetions you issued to them,

warned against allowing anyone to vote on red rights§ I do not think they were particularly warned. Tt

is a long time since these red rights became obsolete by Act of Parliament. We had an election in 1901

with blue rights, and it was not thought that red rights would be used three years later.

300. Were they warned against allowing electors to vote on red rights? They would be warned, and if

anyone referred to the matter in speaking to me, I should say something to them about it, bub no specific

instructions were issued. It was well known that they had been obsolete for about four years.

301. Mr. Piddington.) Were any instructions sent out to Returning Officers with regard to holding polling-

places in more than one part of a town, unless declared gazetted T There were no special instructions about

that. It is usnal to hold them in one building. It is a very unusual thing to see polling-places in different

rooms, unless they are very close together. I have known them to be on opposite sides of the street,

302. And then they are practicully in the same locality ? Yes.

303. Mr. Morton.] Is it unusual to have the polling in three buildings in one town? Yes. The Returning

Officer at Waringah proposed to do this, and to have three different polling-places in the Mosman municipality.

These were to bea mile apart. One was to be at the ferry, and one at the top of the hill, there being a good

distance between the two. I recommended, however, that he should bave separate polling-places gazetted.

304. Chairman.] He proposed to <o that on the strength of the gazettal of a single polling-place? Yes.

305. And you condemned it? Yes.

306. Mr. Piddington.] Did not the same thing oecur at Dubbo? It did not gecur aé Dubbo.

307. Did the Returning Officer ask permission and was refused? He proposed to have three different

polling-places in the town of Wellington in different buildings, some distance apart, and I simply objected.

T thought it was not a proper thing to do. '

308. Mr. Levy.] Mudgee, I believe, is gavetted as a polling-place? Yes.

309. You say there should only have been one building there? I do not say there should have been one

building, but I say it is usual to have only one.

310. In which the voting is carried out? Yes.

311. Mr. James.] Do you say that is usual at Mudgee? That is the usual practice; I do not know that it

is vsual at Mudgee.

312. Do you not know that for ten or fifteen years they have always had two buildings at Mudgee? I

do not.

313. Do you know how the Federal election was conducted in regard to the different polling-places? I do

not know anything about the Federnl election.

314, Mr. Piddington.] You are not offering any opinion as to the legality of the matter? No.

315. Mr. Morton.] Was it the duty of the Returning Officer at Mudgee to move from one polling-place to

the other, or to stop at one particular booth? e is supposed to preside at one of the booths.  Tf he wishes

to visit other booths, he may appoint a deputy to relieve him.

316. Mr. Waddell.] But he would have a Presiding Officer in each booth? Yes; and he might go in one

bimself. He could have a man to relieve him whilst he went and looked at the different booths.

317. Mr. Morton.] That would be part of his duty? Yes.

318. Mr. Oakes.] In the event of a number of persons being in a polling-booth at 6 o’clock, and the hoar is
- notified by the Returning Officer, what instruetions are given by your office as to the voting rights of the

persons in the booth at the time? There are no actual instructions given, other than verbul instructions.

The advice or instruction I give is to close the doors at 6 o’clock, and to allow those who are in, in the

course of voting, to complete their voting.

319. Mr. Waddell.] Arc not printed instructions issned to each Presiding Officer and Returning Officer,

telling them when to close the booth? Yes ; they draw attention to all the sections of the Act relating to

elections under the heading of ¢ Duties of Returning Officers,” but we do not frame anew clause or anything

like that. It would be a dangerous thing for me to attempt to frame a new clause to an Act. I simply

give them the Act as it stands, with instructions.

320. Mr. Morton.] The Act says the polling shall close at 6 o'clock, and you allow those who are in the

building to record their votes after that time? No; those who are in the booth.

321. Not more than six ean be in the booth at the same time, but there may be fifty in the building?

Yes.

322, Then those who are in the act of voting can vote even if it is after 6 o’elock? That is in the discretion

of the Returning Officer. Of course, a man would not be allowed to take a paper out of the booth.

323. Mr. James.} You say the instructions arc only verbal? Those are all the instructions we give. Of

eourse, there is the Act ag well.

324. Chairman.] Have you the names of the Presiding Officers in the different booths in the Mudgee

clectorate ¥ Yes; they are on record in the Chief Secretary’s Office ; the whole of the declarations are

sent there under the Act.

325, Mr. Oakes.] Ts it the practice to use ballot-boxes made of three sides wood and one side glass, or is it

the practice to use ballot-boxes made altogether of wood? There is no rule. We have three different

kinds of boxes. We have one with an outside cover of cedar. Then we have a box inside that with glass

sides, with a cleft in it. That opens at the top, and you can use the inside box, and in some cases they do

g0. The ballot-papers can be seen dropping in, but there are very few of those about now. It is an old

class of box, and of Jate years we have used wonden ones. .

326. Chairman.] With no glass panel? No glass panel.

327. Mr. Piddington.] Under the Act all Presiding Officers have to make a declaration? Yes.

328. They are not gazetted as Presiding Officers? No; they are appointed by the Returning Officer.

329, And their appointments are, I suppose, a matter of record ¥ The Returning Officer sends them in by

way of record.

330. Can you produce that record and the declarations of the Presiding Officers? Yes.

FRIDAY.
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FRIDAY, 28 OCTOBER, 1904. *
Present; —
Mr. Dacey, " Mr. Brinsley Hall,
Mr. Levy, Mr. Macdonell.
Mr, Oakes, Mr. Waddell.

W. A. Holman, Esq., in the Chair.

Mr. A. B. Piddington and Mr. C. G. W. Davidson appeared aa Counsel for the Petitioner,
' Mr. John Haynes.

Mr. A. James and Mr. D. R, Hall appeared as Counsel for the sitting Member, Mr. Edwin Richards.

George John Clarence Pauling, butcher, Mudgee, called in, sworn, and examined :—
331, Mr. Piddington.] Were you prescnt at the O to Z booth at the Public School, Mudgee, on the day of
the election? Yes. '
332, Are you a qualified voter? Yes.
333. Did did yon attempt to vote there? Yes.
334, At what time? About 3 o'clock.
335. What did you find when you got there? There was a big erowd, and I could not get into the polling-
booth. T stayed there until about five past 4.
336. During all that time, were you waiting your turn to get into the polling-place? Yes.
337. You were not going away and returning, but you were continuously amongst the crowd waiting to get
in} Yes
J38. What did you do at five past 4% T returned to my shop and stayed there until about 5 o’clock,
339. Did you then go back to the polling-place? Yes. !
340. What was the state of things there when you got back? About the same as when T first went, '
341. What did you do? I forced my way into the erowd, the same as T did before, and stayed there until
6 o’clock.
342. Were you able to vote? No.
343. You stayed there until the doors were closed ! Yes.
344. When the doors were closed, how many people were amongst the crowd? Abous fifty.
345. Were they persons known to you as residents of Mudgee? Yes.
346. And to all appearances they were trying to get to vote? Yes,
347, Did you hear any expressions amongst the crowd? T heard one woman sing out that she was suffo-
cating.
348. Did you hear any expressions of indignation, or anything of that sort? Only people singing out that
they wanted to vote. ’
349. Were there some ladies ammongst the crowd? Yes, several.
350. 'Was the crowd pretty dense and big?  Yes.
351. When you went to the place at 3 o'clock, how many people were there? Righty or ninety, if not
morc. There was a terrible crowd when T first woent there.
352. Could you tell us the rate at which the votes were being taken? I saw one man there with a watch. |
Three men were let in, and when another three were let in, he called out it had taken twenty-five
minutes. .
353. Do you think that was about the time. Yeu.
354. It took that time to poll three men? Yes.
355, Were three admitted at 2 time? Yes, on that oceasion. That was at the finish. It was close on 6
o'cloclk when I noticed that. '
356. Amongst those who were shut aut at the conclusion of the poll, were there some who had been there w
& considerable time? There were some who were there when I went a second time,
357. Amongst those who were finally shub out, were there people who had been there as long as you on
the second occasion? Yes.
358. A good many?! Yes.
359, Did it amount to this: that only 2 few who were at the frént of the erowd on the second occasion
were able to vote? That is all,
360. AIl the rest of the crowd were excluded? Ves
361. Mr. D. R, Hall]} Are you a qualified voter { Yes.
362. Have you a right? Yes.
363. You say you wont to the Public School about 3 o’clock and stayed until five past 4? Somewhere about
that,
364. Was there a good deal of crushing whilst you were there? There were 2 good fow people there.
365. Were you all crowded ag closely as you were when this lady fainted? Yes; & lot of us were together
then.
366. Did the people come out of the booth by the same door as they went in? No, by another door.
367. Can you swear that they only went in at the rate of three every twenty-five minutes? T am only
speaking of one particular occasion. I could not tell what went on when I first got there.
368. Was the door open from inside to let people in? Yes; it was pulled open from the inside—1I could not
say by whom,
369. Can you sny whether that rate of voting was continued during the whole time you were there? I
cannot.
370. 'Would you be surprised to learn that, during the whole of the crush, the average rate of voting was
three every five minutes? I could not say what was the time. T have only referred to one occasion when
the man held the watch. :
371, You saw him hold the watch] Yes.
372. Mr. Piddington.] You were not surprised to learn that twenty-five minutes had elapsed when the
time-keeper said so? No.
373. Chairman.] What time wag that in the afternoon? About half-past b.
374, Was it at half-past 5 that he began to reckon the time? Yes. 375.
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375. Then it would be nearly 6 when bhe made the announcement ¢ Yes.

376. Mr. Waddell.] Are you quite certain that a considerable number of people were not able to vote
owing to the necessary conveniences not being provided? A great many were turned away at § o'clock,
the same as myself.

377. How many do you think werc unable to record their voles? - About {fifty were there, but I could not
say whether they all wanted to vote or not.

378. Did they make reasonable efforts during the afternoon to record their votes ! I know I was trying,
and they were doing the same.

379. Had you to vote in accordance with the letters of the alphabet for that particular booth ? . Yes.

380. You could not have gone to another hooth?  No.

381. How many do you say were unable to record their votes? There were somewhere about fifty there at
6 o'clock.

383. Mr. Levy.] When the crowd was so dense, did you notice any policemen there to prevent people
getting in? I saw policemen there.

383. Were they allowing the people to goin although the crowd outside was dense? Yes; through the
gate and then along the porch.

384, Chairman,] Can you describe the structure of the building ;——when you get through the porch, what
do you Bnd yourself in? The porch leads to the door of the school. I have never been inside,

383, Whera were the eighty to ninety people?! They were jammed from the porch to the gate outside.
386, My, Dacey.| How far was the gate off the porch ¥ Thirty or forty yards.

387. And was there a block of people from the gate to the porech? Yes, on the first oceasion there was,
388. They were simply blocked from the porch? Yes; and a few were seattered outside the porch.

389. Mr, Piddington.] From the porch backwards? Yes,

390. Mr. Macdonell] Have you seen elections in the country before? Yes.

,391, Ts it not a commeon thing for a man, after he has recorded his vote, to go back and join the crowd ¢

Yes.

392. Is it not possible that a number of the fifty people to whom you have referred had recorded their
votes and were hanging about to hear the final result of the poll T If that were so, you would not expect
to find them jammed up in the porch.

393. You do not think that any of those who had already recorded their vote formed any of those you saw
there on the last occasion? Not unless they were frying to block people from voting.

394. Do you think there were & number of those persons? Y could not say that.

395. Mr. Piddington.] So far as you could see, was the crowd wanting to vote? Yes; they were very
anxiong to vote, .
386. Mr. D B. Hall.] What is the size of the porch? T could not say.

397. The crowd whom you say turned away were in the porch? Most of them ; not all of them. I was
right on the door when they sang out that the time was up.

398. Were any people preventing others coming through the gate? No,

399. Anyone who wanted to have a yarn about the election could come through the gate into the passage?
Of course they could be there as well as I was.

400. Was the election conducted in the infants' or the boys' school ! I could not say; but it was
eonducted at the end of the school, near the dwelling-house.

401. Mr. Piddingion.] You did not see inside, and do not know what the facilities for voting were? No.
402. Mr. Oakes.] What number were at the booth when you came down a second time to vote? Sixty or
seventy. ,

403. How long did you stay there? TUntil 6 o'clock.

404. And you were then notified that the time had arrived when you could not vote? They called out from
ingide.

405. You did not sce the Presiding Officer there? No.

406, You did not hear him make any statement as regards the reason people were disfranchised? No.
407, Mr. Waddell.] You say it took twenty-five minutes for three people to vote?! I heard a man call
that out.

408. And yet 500 voted there during the day? T do not know how many voted.

William MeIntyre, Chief Electoral Officer, recalled, and further examined :—

409. Chairman.] Do you produce the different documents you were asked for yesterday? T put in
Mr. Crossing’s report on the polling at Mudgee { Vide Appendix .

410. Have you the figures showing the number of votes recorded ab each booth for each candidate? They
are amongst the papers already furnished to the Committee. This is the state of the poll at the Mudgee
Public School : Richards, 273 ; Haynes, 223 ; informal, 4. That is signed by the Presiding Officer.

411. My, Puddington.] What is the meaning of the word “unused” on that return? It means baliot
papers which are unused. 'We supply them with a certain number.

412. T take it, that the 500 who voted and the 53 ballot-papers which were unused is the total provision
which the Returning Officer made for that object? Yes. The official return shows that at the Mudgee
Town Hall the voting was : Richards, 338 ; Flaynes, 283; informal, 2; total, 628 ; unused ballot-papers,
nil ; 600 received ; typewritien, 28

413. Mr. Macdonell. | Arc type-written ballot- papers allowable? Yes. Of course they have to be properly
initialled.

414, Mv. Dacey.] Mr. Piddington put a question to you with regard to the total number of ballot-papers
the Returning Officer had, and I understood you to say that the number of used and unused ballot-papers
constituted the number the Returning Officer received? Yes; but there might have been an odd one
impounded or spoilt. A return of the ballot-papers is furnished by every Deputy Returning Officer.

416. And is that tlie number they give? Yes, :
416. Chairman.] Aud that would be a check on anyone forging papers and stuffing the ballot-box with
them? Yes,

417. Beeause from the Returning Officer there would 2 surplus of unused papers? Yes.

418. That is to say, that if the Returning Officer is provided with 500 papers, and there are 300 in the box,
he must only show a balance of 2007 Yes. 419.



' 31

Witness—W. McIntyre, 28 Qctober, 1804.

419. Mr. Dacey.] Has it frequently come under your notice that electors have walked off with ballot-papers?
No; no one is allowed to go out of a booth with a ballot-paper.

420. I do not say it was done wittingly ;—has such a thing come under your notice? No. 1 may state
that T have never been in a booth except to vote. Of course I am not allowed to be in except to vote. The
returns from the Court-house, Mudgee, show that the polling was as follows:—Richards, 322 ; Haynes,
314 ; informal, 5 ; total, 641 ; number of ballot-papers jused, 641 ; unused, 84 ; received, 723 ; written, nil.
I wired to the Electoral Registrar, Mudgee, yesterday, and he sent me down 200 butts of substituted rights.
I have marked them on a copy of the roll.

421. Mr. Piddington.] Is the butt of Bridget Guest’s right amongst them? Yes; I produce the butt of
Bridget Guest’s substituted right. (Vide dppendiz .}

422. Do you produce a list of the Presiding Officers at the different polling-places? I have not beer able to
obtuin it, on account of the declarations having been mislaid by the Chief Secretary’s Department. They
were posted to the Under Secretary on the Tth August, and we cannot find them at present, but the names
of those officers could be obtained from the papers already with the Committee. The returns of ballot-
papers will show the names of the officers.  There is a complete batch of papers showing the ballot-papers
used and unused. I have the Returning Officer’s general statement on the ballot-papers.

423. Mr. Dacey.] Under section 69 of the Act, is it not imperative that every Returning Officer should
preside and take the pol! at some booth?  Yes, at one booth, which we eall the principal polling-place.
424. Does your Department sanction Returning Officers igiioring this? We know Returning Officers cannot
preside at one booth all day long. If there are & number of polling-places they naturally like to go and see
what s going on. It is an unusual thing for a Returning Officer to preside the whole day at any one booth.
425. As a matter of fact, has the Department told Returning Officers that they have simply to go through the
form of taking their seat, polling a vote, and getting up and going away? No.

426. If Returning Officers say they have been advised to that effect they say what is not true? Yes.
Returning Oficers have asked me personally if they should preside, and I have told them that they must.
427. Then it is openly ignored by the Returning Officers 7 Yes.

428. You say that the Returning Officers are not advised by your Department that they need not preside
furtber than to go throngh the formality of doingso?  No ; I have advised them that by the Act they are
supposed to preside. They ave directed by the Act to preside at one of the booths.

429, Mr. Maedonell.] Do you mean that they should never leave that booth? No.

430. What do you mean by preside? Preside in a hooth and take the poll.

431. Mr. Dacey.] The section of the Act says: “ The Returning Officer shall preside and take the poll at
some one booth of such polling-place within the district as he sees fit "¢ Ves,

432. You hold that it is not necessary for him to sit there polling the votes? It is necessary, but he hag
a substitute, and he has the power to appoint a deputy to take his place.

433. Mr. Oakes.] Ts not there one principal polling-booth in every electorate, and is not that supposed to
be the Presiding Officer’s booth 7 Yes. 7 :

434. And he puts his deputy there when he is controlling the election elsewhere? Yes,

435, Mr. Dacey.] What standing has a Returning Officer in any other booth but the one at which he is
supposed fo preside? T do not think he has any standing.

436. As a matter of fact, the Deputy therc could order him out? Yes; I daresay he could.

437. Mr. Macdonell.] Supposing he has aunthority to appoint a deputy, he would require that deputy to
make a declaration before he could legally proceed? Yes; he would make the preseribed declaration
before the Returning Officer himself,

438, Mr. D. R. Hall.] Are the declarations made by Deputy Returning Officers sent to you? No; to the
Colonial Secretary, under the Act.

439. Can you say how long Mr. Crossing has been a Returning Officer? TUnder this Act, since it was
passed. He was appointed in 1893 or early in 1904, but I daresay he was Returning Ofticer under the
Act of 1880, but I am not aware what date he was appointed under that Act, ‘

440, Chairman.] What kind of roll is this {produced)? A check roll.

441. You see blue pencil marks upon it. What do they indicate ? That certain people have voted.

442. Who would those marks be put on the roll by in the ordinary course? The DeputyReturning Officer.
443. Mr. Levy.] He puts them on as he gives out the ballot-papers?  Yes.

444 Chairman.] You see the roll (produced) which came in the Pipeclay packet? Yes; that is the check
roll and would be in the hands of the Deputy Returning Officer.

445. Would the check marks in blue have the same significance? Yes.

446. Is that a regular recognised way of indicating who has voted? Yes; by a horizontal mark with a
blue pencil opposite the name,

447. Mr. Dacey.] What do the red marks indicate! That the electors have been transferred to another
electorate,

448. Chairman.] Can you explain what happens to the check rolls after the Returning Officer has finished
his duty at each booth? All the rolls are done up in o separate parcel.

449. What, for instance, would the Returning Otficer at Pipeclay do at the close of the day? He would
do up the used ballot-papers in a parcel. He would do up the unused papers in another parcel. All the
papers then—the rolls and other papers connected with the election—would be done up in a third parcel
and would be endorsed with the name of the poli-clerk and signed hy the presiding officer. The packet is
then sent to the Chief Returning Officer.

450. Does the Chief Returning Officer open it No.

451. What does he do with it7 He takes the ballot-papers which have been used and puts them up in one
parcel. He makes one parcel of all the smaller parcels and sends them to the Clerk of the Legislative
Assembly.

452. So that, from the close of the poll, the parcel is sealed up? Yes.

453. Mr. Piddington.] There is no opportunity for anyone to get at the parcels? No ; the state of the
poll is signed by the Returning Officer. .

454, Chairman.] 1f we open two of the parcels now and find on the check roll of two separate polling-
places, indicated by the horizontal blue mark, that the same person has voted at each of those places, it
means that, so far as the Returning Officers of those two booths knew, a vole was tendered at each booth in
the name of that person? It would not bo certain, because Returning Officers make mistakes in marking
off the rolls. 455,
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450. If the Returning Officer were called as a witness, I suppose that all he conld say would be, “T did
that to the best of my ability I Yes; but it very often occurs, when there are two people of the same
name, that in marking off the name quickly, he will mark the wrong one.

456. Svpposing there was only one such name? He might make a mistake when there is only one. If
you found it marked on the two different rolls, it would be a very fair proof that the voter voted twice.
467. Or that someone had vobed in his name, and there had been personation? Yes.

458. Mr. Levy| The Act says something about u certified copy of the rell. What is the meaning of that ?
The Returning Officer certifios to each copy of the roll Le supplies. He certifies that the roll is correct.
459, That is not the check roll? No,

460. But the check roll seems to have been used in all these cases ;—is that the roll the Presiding Officer
is supposed to use? It is not usoal to mark the check roll. A Returping Officer or his deputy are the
only persons who can have a check roll.

461. They are only for reference and not to be marked1 They need not mark them. The blue, plain roll
is the one the Reburning Officer certifies to.

462, Mr. Piddington.] And which should be used to record votes upon? Yes.

463. Mr. Levy.] Is it not customary for the Presiding Officer, as he hands the ballot-paper to the voter, to
put ablue pencil-mark against his name? No, I think the poll-clerk does that. The Act directs the poll-
clerk to do it.

464. Mr. Dacey.] Have you any knowledge of the number of the polling-booths at Mudgee? There were
three hooths in different buildings.

460, Have there always been three? Not that T am aware of. In faet, I did not know that more than
one building had been used until after the election. I protested against more than one building being used
unless they are very close to one another.

466. Do you know whether the Public School was used at previous State elections? No; but I could
ascertain. I would point out that section 81 of the Act says that the Returning Officer’s deputy or poll-
clerk shall thereupon make a mark on a certified copy of the roll against the name of such person, in the
prescribed manner.

467. Chairman.] Who certifies that to be a copy of the roll The Returning Officer of the district. Sub-
section 2 of section 81 of the Act says: “The Relurning Officer, deputy, or poll-clerk,” so that it does not
matter who does it.

468. Mr. Oakes.] Was there only one Presiding Officer at the Public School? I do not know, but the
returns of the voting at that particular booth would show it.

469. You know that when & booth is divided up into the letters from O to Z there is only one officer in
that particular booth ? That is so.

470. Chairman.] Your way of looking at it is, that the Public School was only one booth f  Yes.

471, Mr, Lewy.| There was no further subdivision? No.

472, Mr. Oakes.] The Returning Officer says he made provision for 900 votes to be recorded in that booth ;—
do you think it is possible to take 900 votes in ten hours? No. I do not think it has ever been done.
Newtown ig the highest I have ever heard of. I do not think they have exceeded 500 anywhere.

473. Chairman.] Would the situation be this: that every voter who came into the Public School booth
would have to see one man and get lus right from him?  Yes.

474. Under no civcumstances would two voters be voting there together? Yes ; they could take six into
a booth at a time.

475. Mr. Levy.| But only one man would give out ballot-papers to those who voted? Yes.

476. Mr. Oakes.] And he has to puncture them before they are filted up? Yes.

477. And initia] the right as well? Yes.

478. And there would be one man to do all that? Yes ; only one man. Of course the papers will prove
there was only one man there.

479. Mr. Brinsley Hall] Do you say 5300 is a record vote for one man? I examined the Newtown
records the other day. There were four hooths there, and the highest poll was under 500.

480. My. Piddington.] What becomes of the list of open voters? They are put in with the other papers
and given to the clerk of the Legislative Assembly,

John Albert Pitt, labourer, Mudgee, called in, sworn, and examined :(—

481. Mr, Piddingtorn.] At the last general election you were the legal holder of an elector's right, and
qualified to vote on the Mudgee rollt  Yes.

482. You voted at the Public School? Yes,

483, At what time? The polling-booths elosed just after three of us got in,

484. You wore amongst the last three admitted 7 Yes

485. How long had you been at; that polling-place hefore you were admitted? One hour and ten minutes.
486. Were you attempting to get into the booth the whole of that time? Yes; getting through the porch
and into the Public School.

487, Were there any other persons in the same position? Yes, a good number. The poreh was full the
whole time.

488. Could you see, before you went in, how many people were in the crowd frying to get in? A rough
estimate would be sixty or seventy.

489. They were apparently trying to vote? Yes, they were each doing their level best to get in.

490. Did you see any ladies there? Yes.

491. Was there any complaint from them ?  Yes, they were complaining about the suffocation during the
time they were in the porch. It was a very hob day.

492. Did you hear any complaints about people not being able to vote? Yes, I beard a number
complain about not being able to get in.

493. Did you see many people there for a long time? Yes,

494, Was it practically the same crowd all the time you were there? Yey, there was a continual flow all
the time.

495. And, excepting those who got in to vote, the same crowd remained trying to get in? Yes’; they kop

on coming, ‘ 496,
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496. Can you tell us anything about the rate of voting during the last hour of the poll¢ It was awfully
slow, there is no doubt about that.

497. Did you uotice anything in pavticular? Yes; a man named James Sawyers timed them, as they were
latting the people in threc at a time. As the door opened he looked at his watch, and said, T will see how
long it takes those three to record their votes,” and he afterwards said it was twenty-five minutes before
the next threc were let in.

498. Did you see any reason to doubt his statement? Not at all.

499. Did you see a lady removed from the crowd? No, but I heard a woman scream, They might have
taken her away through the door ahead of us, but I did not see it.

500. Mr. D. R. Heall] Were the majority of the crowd of sixty or seventy in the porch? Yes; the porch
would hold, roughly speaking, about sixty persons. It is about 15 or 16 feet long and 7 or B feet wide,
and they were packed as closely as they could be packed.

501, Waa the fact that the voting was so slow due to them not opening the doors to let the people int
Yes. Two policemen were at the door to keep the crushes back, and of course, as the door was opened, the
erush made for it. The door was kept partly open o portion of the time on account of the crowd crushing
against it.

"3%2 How many were in the booth when you were in? IRoughly speaking, a dozen.

503, Can you say that the lady who screamed was not brought back? She was not. She might have
been taken on through the door.

504. She could not have been brought back without you seeing her? No.

505. Were you in a position to see cvery time the door opened? Yes.

506. Then she could not have been taken forward without you seeing her? She might have been ; they
might have carried her through. )

507. Mr. Macdonell.] How many people wers admitted to the booth during the hour you were there? I
could not say—of course cveryone was not twenty-five minntes in voting—but perhaps, not more than a
dozen or fifteen. :
508, M. Brinsley Hall] When you were inside were you delayed in any way reeording your vetc? No,
not more than the usual time.

509. Were you handed your paper at once§ There was some little delay. It way getting dark, and some-
one procured candles, and we had to light them.

510. Mr. Macdonell.] The only obstacle in the way of polling the votes was that you could not gat in at the
door. Thers was no obstruction outside? Nao.

511. Were any of those who were conducting affairs inside known o be strong partisans in the election ?
Not that L am aware of.

512. Mr. D. K. Holl.] How long was it from the time you go in to the time you got out of the booth
Eight or ten minutes.

513. Chatrman.] How many were admitted with you? Two others, :

514, Mr, Om’ces.} If you were eight or ten minutes in the booth, what was the cause of the delay? We
waited a little time for the papers to be given to us, and there was some difficulty in finding the numbers on
the roll owing to the darkness.

515. Tt took ten minutes for you to record your vote? VYes, and after I got my number, I had to wait
some time for my elector’s right.

516. 3. Piddington.] Do you attribute the delay to the fact thut the place was ill-lighted, and that there
was a lot of tronble finding the numbers? Yes.

517, Mr. D. R. Hall.] Was there n kerosene lamp thers? There was a lamp on the table where the Pre-
siding Officer was sitting.

518, Wag it alight? I could not say.

519. Mr. Waddsll.] Were there any signs of drink about? None whatever.

William David Carmichael, builder, Mudgee, called in, sworn, and examined :—

520, My, Piddington.] Were you a fully qualified voter at the Mudgee election? Yes.

521. Did yon occupy any official pesition in connection with the election? Yes, Iwas poll-clerk at the
Court-house booth, Mudgee.

522. How far is the Town Hall from the Court-house? About 400 yards, T think,

5323. Were you able to vote at the election? No, not without leaving my position.

524, Have you previously acted as a pollclerk? 1 acted as a poll-clerk at the Federal election.

525. Were you able to vote on that oceasion? Yes.

526. Did you make a request at the recent Mudgee election to be allowed to record your vote at the Court-
house? Yes.

527. To whom? To Mr. Crossing, who told me I could not vote there, as my surname initial did not
correspond with those at that particular place. He said that that was the law.

528. If all the booths had been at the one building, you would have been able to get leave of ebsence to
vote? I am not supposed to leave the hooth 1 am employed in.

529. But you would have only been absent about five minutes? Yes.

530. You could always get that indulgence? Yes.

531. Did you see any persons come into the booth who were sent away and not able to vote there? Only one.
32. Do you remember who it was? Yes, Mr, Cadley. He had s wrong right, and a wrong letter as well,
533. Mr. D. R. Hail.] Were you in the booth all day? Yes.

534. Were things rather dull in the morning? VYes.

535. The people did not roll up very quickly? No, very slowly in the morning.

536. Up to what time? Dinner-time-—half-past one o’clock.

537. Ihd they come in fairly fast through the afternoon ? - Very fast.

538, Had you any difficulty in putting them all through? We pub them all through, but they came very
fast. '

539. Could you bave polled a great number more if they had rolled up fast in the morning? Yes.

540, How many more do you think you could have polled? About 200 more in the morning, if we had
been as fast as we were in the afternoon. ‘ S 541,
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541. You polled about 641 votes, and you could have polled 200 more? I think so. ]
542. Mr. Dacey.] You say there was one man who was not ajlowed to record his vote—how was that? He
hag a red ;ight, and the Presiding Officer told him it wag a wrong one, and that he would have to go to
*C” booth.

543, If he had had a proper right, and had been in the correct booth, had he time to vote? Yes. That
was in the morning,

544. Was there anyone at the booth where you were stationed who was prevented from votingt No. He
was the only man who was told to go to ancther booth.

H4b. Mr. Levy.] The letters at your hooth were A to F1  Yes.

546, Was there any further subdivision inside? No. .

547. Mr, Oakes.] There was one Presiding Officer, and you were the poll clerk? Yes.

548. At what time of the day was the polling the heaviest] Trom 2 to 5; it was pretty well the same all
that time.

549, What was the rate of polling per hour in the morning—from 8 to 11 o'clock? We only got about
170 votes up till dinner time. We had about twenty papers left out of 200.

550, Chairman.] That would mean 170 votes from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.—five hours? Yes,

551. My, Macdonell ] You are quite sure you had not polled 200 up to 1 o’clock? Yes,

552, Mr. Levy.] What was the largest number of people in the polling-room at any one time? There was a
string of them sometimes right from the door to the table.

563, Mr. Piddingion.] Would there be move than six at a time{ Yes,

554. Waa that constantly happening? Yes, there was a string of them all the time after dinner.

555. Were they admitted actually into the booth? There was a little gate between the door and the table
we were ab. :

556. Mr. Levy] Where were you sitting? At the end of the court table—the furthest end from the
door.

557. Mr, Piddington.] And there was a continuous stream of people? Yes, all the while.

558. Mr. Macdonell.] Did that crowd in any way interfere with those who were recording their votes?
No. There was only one at a timo coming past me.

559. Mr. Oakes.] 641 votes were recorded ut this booth? Yes,

560. And 170 of those were recorded up to 1 o’clock? About that.

561. That leaves over 500 recorded in the five hours after 1 o'clock ?  About 470.

562. An average of close on 100 votes per hour? Yes., '

563. Do you think it is possible to record such a number correctly? Yes, I am sure it is. We have done
over that.

564. That would mean a continuous stream from 1 pan. to 6 p.m. 7 I did not say all the time,

John Tarrant, forwarding agent, Mudgee, called in, sworn, and examined :—

565. Mr. Piddington.] Were you Deputy Returning Officer at Stony Creck at the last general election
T was.

566. Chairman.} That is, you were Presiding Officer there? I was Deputy Returning Officer at Stony
Creek.

567. You were the chief man at that place? Yes

568. Mr. Piddingion.] Was there any ballot-box provided with & lock and key for the reception of the
polling-papers? No; there was no ballot-box there ?

569. The ballot-papers were received into an improvised box without a Jock or key? It was withouta
lock or key. It was nailed down securely with a slot in it ; we ha'la job to get it open at the finish.

570. Mr. Jumes.] Did you make that ballot-box yourself ¥ No,

571. You saw it after it was made? Yes; the poll-clerk went across to an old man he konew and got it
made.

572. Was it a secure box? Yes,

573. Did you preside the whole of the time? Yes.

574. Was the box tampered with in any way? No; not at all.

575. It served the purpose as well as any other box could have done? Yes; the poll clerk and scrutineer
were perfectly satistied with it.

576. Mr. Piddington.] Were any of the candidates there § Only Mr. Haynes. We were very careful in
regard to the box. The poll-clerk and the scrutineer counted the ballot-papers and found that they tallied
with the marked roll,

577. Mr. Dacey.] Had Mr. Richards a scrutineer at the hooth? No,

TUESDAY, 1 NOVEMBER, 1904.

Present: —
Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr. Onkes,
Mr. Dacey, Mr. Waddell,
Mr. Levy, . Hon. J. H. Young.

W. A. Holman, Esq., in the Chair.

Mr. A. B. Piddington and Mr. C. G. W. Davidson appeared as Counsel for the Petitioner,
Mr. Jobn Haynes.

Mr. A. James and Mr. D. R. Hall appeared as Counsel for the sitting Meinber, Mr. Edwin Richards.

Thomas Patterson, labourer, Mudgee, called in, sworn, and examined :—
1 ] (=] » t]

578, Mr. Piddington.] Were you a qualified voter ati the time of the last gencral election ?  Yes.

579. Where did you vote? At the Town Hall.

580. Had you voted at the Town Hall at previous elections ¥ Yeu.

581. Did you go into the voting-room? No; I went to the table, but not to the voting apartment. -
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582. What did you do at the table? I produced my right, and the man at the table told me I could not
vote there. I said, “I have always voted here”; and he replied, “ You cannot vote here now ; you will
have to go to the School-house.” 1 went to the Scheol-house.

583. What time was it when you went to the Town Hall? Ablout 2 delock or a little after.

584. Did you go to the Public School directly after this conversation took place 7 Yes. .

585. What did you find when you got there ! I found that the place was erowded, and that there was no
possible hope of getting to vote.

586. What did yon do? I tried to get in, but found it was of no use, so I walked outside and waited for
two or three hours.

587. Did you wait until closing time? Yes,

588, Did you, from time to time, try to get in to vote ! I was in the crowd for a few minutes on one
occasion, and, when I found it was of no use going into the porch, T waited outside till I thought there
might be & chance,

589, Then did you try again? Yes.

590. On the second occasion on which you joined the crowd, did you stay there for some time? No.

591. Did you wait about until cloging-time for an opportunity to get in to record your votel Yes.

592. And did you vote? No.

593. During that time was there a constant crowd of people trying to get in to vote? Yes.

594. Did you see people go away altogether after trying to vote? Yes.

595. Did you see any ladies amongst that number? Yes.

596, When the doors were closed, did you do anything with regard to the numher of people in the porch 4
Yes ; I stood back and counted thirty-six people going away. With myself, the number was thirty-seven.
That was the number who could not vote,

597. To all appearance, they were people who had been trying to voted Ves

598, Could you formm any idea of the number in the erowd on the oceasion you first went there? From
sixty to seventy were in the porch and on the verandah.

599. Did you hear any complaints? I heard people saying that it was not a fit place at which to vote, and
that there was a great deal of trouble in voting, and that they were crushed about by a lot of men, and
clovhes torn off them.

600. Who were making these complaintzs ¥ Woimnen who had children in their arma.

601. Was the voting slow? Yes; very slow, 4

602. Mr. D. R. Hall.] You say you went straight to the Public School from the Town Hall, after 2 o’clock ;
—1I suppose you would be at the Public School at 2:3017 Between 2:30 and 3.

603. Did you stay there until 6 o’clock ¥ Yes.

604. Did you go down to Langridge’s? No.

605. 1 suppose you saw plenty of people who had a chance to vote before 6 o’clock? The time I was
there they could not vote. 'When I went to the porch T found it was of no use trying to get in. I could
not get in unless I made some disturbance and pushed my way in.

606, You could not get.in straight away, but could you not have done so if you had persisted ? Not
unless I bad knocked ladies on one side, or done something of that kind.

607. Will you say they did not record those sixty or seventy votes during the afternoon from 2 to 4 o’clock ?
I would not say that.

608. Then they did record them ¥ I would not say they did.

609, As a matter of fact, were there not smaller men than you who recorded their votes, and who came
there at the same time as you did?! No—not men who ¢came with me,

610. Then you say that the sixty who were there could not vote? TFrom the time I was there till the time
I left T met with men there, and I came away with them, and they never voted.

611. How many do vou think voted during the afternoon? 1T could not give an idea, for I did not take
that much interest in the matter.

612, You have stated that the voting was slow? What do you mean by slow ;—for instance, how many
voted during the afternoon by slow voting ¥ T could not say. During the time 1 was there not more than
ten or twelve an hour voted. : :
613. That would mean that fifty voted during four hours of the afternoon? Yes.

614. Where were you standing when you counted the thirty-six? At the door of the porch.

615. How big is the porch? 12 or 13 feet long, and about 10 feet wide. )

616. Do you think it would be big enough to hold a spring-cart? A certain portion of it would. There
is an arch in the centre of it.

617. Would it hold the body of & cart? The body would not go through the door.

618. Supposing the front of the porch were removed, would the area be large enough for it then? Yes.
619. Mr. Dacey.] Would there be room enough for two carts?  No.

620. Mr. D. B. Hall.] Were the sixty or seventy people whom you saw there when you first went all in

-the porch? No, some were on the verandah.

621. Of the thirty-six who went away, could you say whether there were any, like yourself, who did not

eare to battle and crush all the time? I could not.

622. You cannot say they were all crashing for wore than an hour? When I walked in, there was a

¢rush, and I walked out again.

623. When you walked out could you see inside the porch 7 Certainly, T stood at the end of the verandsh,

624. Could you see the constable inside? No, there was no constable stationed permanently at the door

until between 4 and 5 o'clock. .

625. But within the door of the porch, there was a constable to keep the people in order, and you could

see him pretty well all the timed Yes.

626, Was it Constable M‘Namara? T could not say.

627, Do you know him? Yes.

628. Mr. Piddington.] Between the verandah and the porch proper, was there & sort of wooden partition

with hat pegs? I could not say.

629, Was there only one space, walled in, inte which the people were crowded? There was one little

space, 80 to speak, and then there was an arch which made a nurrow space between one porch and the other.

630,
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-630. You are familiar with counting mobs of sheep? Yes; wlien I was butchering I gcneraiiy counted the

mobs out of the yard. .

631. Mr. Owkes.| How long were you at the School house booth ! From hetween 2-30 and 3 till 6 o'elock.
632. And there were between sixty and seventy people in the porch waiting to vote? Yes; on the
porch and verandah. _

633. Was that number continually at the door until closing tim=? No, they slackened off.

634. Bub there was always o erowd at the door?  Yes, the poreh was crowded all the time.

633. You stated that the polling was slow ; had you any means of knowing how the people were voting 1
I was at the back for about Lalf an hour, and not more than three or fodr came out during that time.

636. You state that you were there for over three liours ;—how many do you think were polled per hour?
From the way they were coming out, when T was standidg ab the back door of the school-room; not more
than twelve or thirteen per hour.

637. Aund the back door was the only means of exit after voting? Yes.

638, Mr. Levy.] How many polling compartments were there in this room? From what I saw from the
back door, there were three or four. .

639. M. Waddell] How many electors do you think were prevented from voting ab this place for the want
of sufficient means of putting them through quickly 7 I counted thirty-six, and then there was myself.
640. Chairman.] They were left at the end of the day? Yes.

641. Mr. Piddangton.) And before that you saw others go away? Yes. .

642. Mr. Levy.] Can you say there were thirty-six who did nob vote? They were in the porc¢h trying
to get in, and they went away dissatisfied. . -
643, Mr. Brinsley Hall.| Do you think the fifty or sixty people were there during the whole time you
were there? A few got in afterwards. They slackened off towards the latter part of the evening.

644. Do you not think that if you had followed in, and kept tailing up, your turn would have come before
6 o’clock? No.

645. Do you mean to say it took the whole afternoon to poll a porch full of people? At the rate they
were going I could not get in, and many went away.

646. Were not others continually coming?  Yes.

647. Chairman.] As far as you could sce, was the porch full the whole of the afterncon? Yes, up to
6 o'clock.

648. Mr. D. R. Hall.] You were not there in the morning? No. ' ‘
649. Mr. J. H. Young.] Were fresh people coming np to try and get inte the porch when you went there
ab 3 o'clock? Yes, an odd one now and again.

650. Ay, Waddell.] Is it not usual for people who have voted in the morning to come back in the evening
near the time for the closing of the poll to hear the result declared? 1 could not =ay,

651. Afr. Oakes.] Did the Returning Officer at this particular booth declare the result of the poll at that
booth at 6 o'clock ? T could not say that, because as soon as 6 o'cloclk came they shut the door.

652. Do you know whether he took the results of the polling to the nvain booth? I could not say,

653. He did not declare anything while yoa were thero? No,

634. Bo that anyone who assembled therve did not assemble to hear an official intimation? No.

655. Mr. Levy.] Was there not a little table on the verandah from which the numbers were given to voters ?
Yes.

636. Can you say whether the people you saw in the porch had already heen to that table to get their
numbers? Two or three, I know, were at the table. I was not therc whén the whole of these people got
their numbers.

657. Did you get your number? Yes.

658, Before you went into the porch? Yes.

659. Can you say whether the majovity of the people vou saw there got their numbers? I could net,
but they were in the porch.

BRO. AMr. Piddingtor.] You were moving about from place to place? Yes.

661. And on one occasion you went to the back? T did.

662, Were you directed to count the peoplé? No; I said to a friend, T will count and see how many
there are who did not go in to vote.”

663. Mr. Lery.] From what you could see, at any rate, the majority of the people in the porch intended to
vote ;—they were not there from idle curiosity ¥ No.

664. Mr. Piddington.] They were complaining about not being allowed to vote?! Yes.

George Frederick Oram, farmer, Mudgee, called in, sworn, and examined *—

665. Mr. Piddington.] At the time of the last general election you were qualified as a voter? Yes,
g66. Where were you until after dinuer of the election day! Before dinner I was at the Mudgee Court-
ouse,
667. What were you doing there? I was looking after the interests of Mr. Haynes.
668. Did you try to vote at the Court-house?  No.
669. The letters at the Court-house were, I believe, G to M? Yes; I know my initials were not there:
670. At what time did you go to vote? About half-past 3.
671, Where did yor go? To the Public Schaol.
672. What time did you get there? About 3-30.
673. What did you find when you got there? A block.
674. In what parts of the premises were the people? In groups about the yard, on the verandah, and in
the porch. The porch was completely blocked to the door.
675. Did some of the people in the crowd ask you to do anything? Not at the time.
676. Were any complaints made at that time? No.
677. What did you do? T saw Mr. Haynes, and told him I did not think it was possible for the people to
record their votes. )
678, What did he do? He saw the Returning Officer. , .
679. Did you soe the Returning Officer? T was close by the Returning Officer at the time Mr. Haynos
wasg speaking to him,
680,
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680. Did the Returning Officer ask a question? I would not be sure, but I answered the questlon pf the
Returning Officer, 50 to speak, but whother he asked it or not I could not say.
681, What was it? 1 told the Rebturning Officer it was nnposmble for the people to vote at the Pablic
School, '
682. Did he say anything about the prospecb of the crowd abating? He did make reference to that in this
way : that is, if it did not abate by 5 o’clock he would erect a general booth, or something to that effect,
683. Where did you go after this interview with the Returning Officer? Back to the setiool,
684. What did you find when you got therc? T found the same block, only more §0.
685, What class of voters werc thero then f Workmen in most cases, and in & great many cases women,
6386, Did you hear any complaints? T did,
687. What were the people complaining of ? There seemed to be a big possibility of the people not recording
their votes. It was then a pretty well open secret that, they would not be able to vote.
688. Did you hear any complaints of people having been there hefore, and unable to vote? Yes; in two
cases,
689. What were the complaints ? One complaint was made to me Ly a man who works in a store. He
said he bad been there three times and could not record his vote. Another man, a butcher, said he had
been there three or four times and eould not record his vote. I persuaded him to stop 61} the last, which
he did, and then he could not vote.
690. Did you ses Mr, Crossing’s son? Yes.
£91. What did he do? He went to the front entrance of the Public School polling-booth.
692. Did he come out that way$ No. If he came out at all he did so by the exit.
693. You did not see him? No. According to the people who were standing there it was pretty well
understood that something was going to be done i in putting on fresh officers to take the vote or puthng in
some more chairs.
694. Did you see any people going away ? 1 did.
695. Where any ladies amongst them? Yes. Whether they came back and recorded their votes I could
not say, but they got out of the crush.
696. Were there a lot of hat; pvgs in the Public School porch Yes.
697. Did you hear people complmmnﬂ about the ventilation
698. Did you do something in regard to the window ? I tried to raise one in the porch, but found it was
1m ossible.
. Did you place some men on a table at the verandah ¥ Sowne men had a table there.

700. To give voters their numbers? Yes.
701. In order to save that amount of time inside? Yes -
702. Had that any effect, ag far as getting the people in any sooner was concerned 9 T could not spy that
it had. - '
703, Did you succeed in voting yoursclf ¥ I did no. ‘
704. Were you amongst the people in the porch at the final close of the poll 7 T wag there till the very
last, right in the porch. '
705. Did you take down some names? I did.
706. What names, and at whose request? I have the names with me rarked on the rolls I had in my
pocket at the time. I could not say from memory who they were.
707. At whose request did you take them down? At the request of persons mentioned on the rolls.
708. They asked you to take down their names? Yes.
709. Did they say why ! "They did not think it was altogether fair that they should be disfranchised
against their will.
710. Was that the reason they gave for asking you to take their names? Yes.
711. You took down some names, and somethmg was said in the crowd and you desisted aud did not tako
any more? Yes,
712. What about the voting as far as pace was coneerned? I could not say.
713. Was it fast or slow? It appeared to be slow.
714. How many voters were admitted 2t a time when the door wns gpened ? T could pot say. It was too
far from the porch to the entrance door to the room, and there was a crowd of peop]e in the room.
715. You could only have seen that if you had heen near the door? Yes.
716. 1 believe there is practically an outer angle in the porch? There is a door leading into the porch, and
a door leads from the porch te the school.
717. Mr. Levy.] Was not the door leading from the verandah to the porch open all day ¥ Yes. -
718. Mr. Piddington.] But the one which was open and shut was the one leading from the porch to the
gchool?  Yes.
719. And you could not say what number of persons went through that door at a time? Na.
720, Were you there when the polling ceased? Yes.
721, Was there still a pack of people there then? Yes.
722. Did you see people leave during the afternoon? I saw people coming out from the porch, but whether
they returned after I could not say. The heat seemed to be intense. I saw one man with an injured arm,
and s woman with a child, who would not be ¢rushed, and who eame out, and so did some other ladies, but
whether they returned or not T could not say.
723, When the doors were closed, how many people were left, apparently tryipg to record their vofes?
Between thirty and forty.
724. Had you a conversation with Mr. Patterson, the last witness, about his counting the numbers? I
said something to him about counting them as they went out, and he afterwards told me he had made thlrty-
seven of them. It was very dark at that time.
725. All the time the crowd was there were complaints being made about not being able to vote, and that
kind of thing? 1In the porch complaints were being made.
726. Mr. D. R, Hull] Were you at the other polling-booths during the day? Yes.
727. At the Court-house and Town Hall? I was at the Town Hall early in the morning, and 1 was at the
Court-house all the forenoon.
728. What time in the afternoon was it when young Mr. Crossmg came down? I could not say, but i
would be late. Tt must have been between 5 and 6 o'clock.

728,
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729. And you saw him go inside the booth? Yes. Isaw him come to the door of the porch, and of course
he must have got there.
730. And of course he disappeared?  Yes.
731. Did you try to vote during the morning? No.
732. Were you helping to give people their numbers at the Public School during the afternoon? Yes.
733. Were the voters coming up at a fair rate during the afternoon? Yes; they were coming at a
faster rate than they did at the Court-house in the forenoon.
734. Were any of the crowd who were there when you went to the Public School amongst the disappointed
ones at 6 o'clock? Yes,
735. They had been trying to vote from 3 to 6% From 3-30 to G.
736. How many people do you think got their numbers from you between 3-30 and 6 o'clock ! Not many
from myself, but from the men I put at the table, several.
737. How many is that? Not being there myself, T could not say.
738. You were there all the afternoon, and could see how fast fresh people were coming to the booth? I
could from 3-30.
739. How many fresh voters came up from 3-30 to 6 o'clock ¢ T could not say, because there ara always
a good many people about a polling booth who stand about all day long.
740. Do you think there were 1007 I do not think so. There were not many more than that number
recorded at the Public Schoo! altegether, although, of course, there might have been.
741. At any rate, the general report was that the voting at the Public School during the morning was slow
I never heard that report ; but the people were slow coming to the booth in the morning.
T42. Mr. ]-‘-z'ddington.} That is, judging by what was going on at the Court-house 7 Yes,
743. Mr. D. R. Hall] Of those who came to the Public School after you got there, did many vole 7 Some
of them did. They pushed their wayin. That is, according to their own statement. 1 know several
people who did not vote who say that they did; but I know different. I never told anyone myself that T
did not vote until the day I left for Sydney.
744. Can you give an estimate of the rate of voting per hour, during the afternoon, at the Public School
I was on the eastern side of the school, and could not see the people as they came out.
745, But you could see them going in ¥ No.
T46. Could you see the doors opening to admit the people ! No; it would be impessible on account of the
crowd in the porch. 1fyou were standing in the yard or on the verandah, the porch would be higher, and you
could not tell.
747. Did the door open fairly often ¢ When T saw it late in the evening, it did not open often enough for
my fancy. :
74y& \Vgat was your fancy 7 My fancy wag that all the people should have voted.
749. Would you say it opened ten times in half an hour ¥ T could not say that.
750. How long did you push § I did not push at all.
751. How long did you stand among the crowd ? I tried my level best for the last hour to get to the
front.
752. And up to b o'clock you were waiting for the crowd to abate T Yes; I was there, but I did not put
myself forward.
753. You could not give an estimate of how many voted in the last hour ¥ No.
754. Mr. Dacey.] You say you put some men on the verandah to give numbers to the electors 7 Yes—
three men.
755. Was there an outside poll-clerk on the verandah besides these men T Not that T am aware of.
756, Mr. Levy.] Who made the arrangements about the table outside ! Tt was there when I came, We
procured a table on our own account at the Court-house,-
757. Was the table at the Public School there all day 1 It was there when I came at 3-30.
758. Mr. Dacey.] Was the table, prior to your putting the men at it, being used 7 Yes.
759. Who by ? There was a man representing both candidates, and they were giving the electors their
numbers on the roll.
760. Chairman,] There was no one officially appointed ai this table 1 No.
761, AMr. Lewy.] So far as you were concerned, you did not intend to go away as soon as-you recorded your
vote ;—you came there to watch Mr, Haynes interests generally ! Not there. I was a Court-house man ;
but I had to go to the Public School to record my vote,
762. M. Piddington.] If you had voted when you went there, you would have gone back to your work at
the Counrt-houset Yes; I daresay I should. :
763. What kept you was Jooking after the getting over of this dificulty ¢ Yes.
764. Mr. D. R. Hall.] When you got to the Public School you commenced to help others to vate! Yes;
when I saw the crush I did what I could to get them through, by fixing up their numbers, The people
who were at the table representing each candidate had vacated the table altogether when I got there, and
I put two men cn, and then another who took the place of one who had to go away. Those men were
purely volunteers, '
765. Mr. Levy.] What do you think was the length of the porch from the verandah? About 16 feet.
766. By about § feet? Yes; about that.
767. Mr. Waddell.] Was the porch full when 6 o'clock came? Yes,
768. Mr. Levy.] You told us before that there were between thirty and forty people there? Yes; inside
the porch and outside.
769. Would forty people fill the porch ? I could not say how many would fill it. Tt was pretty crowded.
T did not swear all the people were inside the porch.
770. Mr. Ockes.] Have you any idea how mauy persons voted during the time you were at the Court-hounse }
I could not give any estimate. .
771, Chairman.] You say twelve or thirteen an hour, or something of that kind? I could not give any
figures, because I really do not know.
772. How long were you there in the afterncon? From 330 to 6, with the exceplion of once when I went
to the Court-house, which is half a mile, and back.
773. Mr. Oakes.] How long were you in the porch? From 5 to 6.
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774, Was the procedure in the porch the opening of the door, the letting in of three persons to vote, and
then the closing of it again § The procedure was to allow some in, but I could not give you the number.
775. Mr. Waddell] You ought to have been able to form some idea of the rate of voting if you were in the
porch 1 Tt was very dark at that time, and although I could see the door opening I could not see the people
going in.

776. Chairman.] You mentioned the name of a butcher who did not vote ;—do you know who he is{
Mr. Pauling.

777. What time did you place these men at the table? About 5 o'clock. There were two men there at the
table when T got in at about 3-30. They remained giving nambers for some time. The table was vacant
for some time, and I put two men at it.

778. Wers either of the men you found there at 3-30 acting in Mr. Haynes' interest? One of them was,
779. Mr. Levy.] Did you take a list of the people who complained they were unable to vote] T took the
names of those who asked me.

780. How many names did you take? Hight or nine.

781. My, Piddington.] And then you desisted because of something that was said in the crowd? Yes.
782. Mr, Qakes.] You say you were in the porch from 5 to 61 Yes,

783. 1f there wero forty or fifty persons there trying to gebin to vote, yon must have some idea of the
number of people who were being admitted into the polling-place ;—cannot you give us some idead I
cannot. I can only tell you that the polling appeared to be slow,

784. Would you call one in five minutes, or one in a minute, slow? I go by what has been donec at otber
elections. :

785. What was dono then? At the Mudgee polling-booths at the time of 1he Federal elcetion, there was
no block at all.  You simply walked in, recorded your vote, and walked out.

786, Mr. Waddell] Was there the same Presiding Officer on that occasion? 1 could not say.

787. Mr. Oukes.] Do you think forty persons went through the deor within the hour? I could not say
how many went through. The crush did not seem to get any easier.

788. My, J. II. Young.] Did you not find the crowd much less dense? No; there was no relief. The
erowd behind would account for that.

789. Mr. Waddell.] But you fonnd yourself getting closer to the door? Yes, I admit that.

790. Mw. J. H. Young.] How much nearer did you get to the door? A pace or two.

791. Then in a full hour you did not move 6 feet? If I did, T moved no more.

792. Mr. Levy.] Could you tell me whether anyone was stationed at the exit door? No,

793. You do not know whether Mr. Haynes bad anvone there Na.

794, Mr. D. R. Hall] Do you know who presided at the Public School 7 No.

795. Do you know Mr. Percy Webb? Yes,

796. Is he a good business man? I think so.

797. What is his position in Mudgee? A solicitor and hotelkeeper. At any rate, he works in a solicitor’s
office, and works as a clerk there.

798. Chairman.] I suppose he inherited the hotel ¥ That is right.

799. Mr. Piddington.] Does he run the hotel? I could not say.

800. Is it the “ Paragon Hotel ”? I think so.

801. Mr. Dacey ] Would you say he was a competent man to be Presiding Officer?  As far as I know him,
I should say he 1s.

Urias Scoble, miner, Leadville, sworn and examined :—

802. Mr. Piddington.] Were you connected with a race committee shortly Lefore the Mudgee election
Yes. .

808. Was that with regard to some races to be held at Leadville? Ves.

804. Can you tell us what occurred with regard to the offering of prizes and donations? Yes. Mr. Horne,
a selector outside of Leadville, went to Mudgee.

805. Can you tell us anything that took place at the committec meetings? Mr. Hall came to Mudgee,
and proposed a race meeting for Leadville.

806. Can you telt us whether Mr. Horne has shown any interest in racing before? No, he had not ; not
the slightest.

807. What was resolved by the committee? Mr. Hall proposed that there should be a meeting to get up
races at Lendville, and he said that people in Mudgee had promised £5 towards it. He also promised that
£5 out of the amount of money collected for the races should go towards a lottery prize for lady voters.
808. Was the lottery prize advertised and given? Yes,

809. Mr, James.] Oub of this money? Yes, out of the money collected for the races.

810. Mr. Piddington.] Before the lottery prize was resolved upon, did you get a particular donation of
any sort 1 Not directly for the lottery, but the lottery was taken out of the amount.

811. What was the amount? 1 think about £20 was collected in the district.

812, But there was some particular donation on some particular day ;—-can you tell us anything with regard
to that? We got £5 sent out from Mudgee on the Friday before the polling day.

813. Whose money was it? I saw the chegue, but not to examine it.

814. Were you a member of the committee? Yes. One of the committee asked what was the cheque, and they
said “ Mr. Coben’s” The whole of the committee did not examine it, but it was handed in to the sccretary.
815, Do you know whether before Mr. Coben's cheque wassent to the committee any action was determined
upon by the committee with a view to getting a donation? There was a committee meeting on the 3rd of
August, and it was said that money which was promised by the Guardian people was not sent out.

816. Was that matter discussed? Yes.

81%. Is the Guardian Mr. Richards” paper? T have been given to understand so.

818, You say thab on August 3rd it was mentioned that a subseription promised by the Guardien people
had not been received? Yes.

819. Did Mr. Horne proceed to do anything? He said that money was not forthcoming. He said, “ 1
think T had better wire into the Guardian people in the morning, telling them that a strony Haynes party
is being formed. It will soon come out then.” R

820. And, on the Friday, it did come? Tt casae on the Friday night. -
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821. And you offered a prize of £2 2s. for lady voters, and it was given? Yes.
822. Do you know who Mr. Cohen is? No; I have geen him once or twice, but I am not acquainted with
him. i
823. Do you know who the Mr, Cohen referred to in the conversation was? No.
824. Was this lottery largely advertised? Yes.
825. Were handbills posted? Yes.
826. Have you got one of them? Yes. [Vids Appendiz 1.]
827. Chairman. ] That handbill was circulated ¢ Yes,
828. Mr. Piddington.] You have told us that as a mattor of fact the prize was awarded to some person 4
Yes. :
829. Do you know who it was ;—was it one of the voters at the election? Yes.
830. Was any proof insisted upon by the committee that the person claiming to win the lottery had voted §
No. The committes appointed to carry it out had simply to sec that the lmdy had an elector’s right.
831. Was this elector’s right to be marked in any way? No.
832. And you say that the lady who won the prize produced an elector’s right? Yes.
833. Mr. James.| Were you a member of the committes who awarded the prize, or was it a special
committee? I was a member of the race committee.
834. But you say the committeo decided that some lady was entitled to it ;—were you one of those who
decided on the lady who won? Yes.
835. Can you say whether she was an elector of the Mudgee clectorate? I cannot swear it, I can only
swear she had an elector’s right.
836. She might have been an elector of Liverpool Plaina? I could not say.
837, Mr. ]Levy.] Did you examine the ladies elector’s right? No. It wasa condition that the lady must
hold a right
838. Mr. Paddington.] A right for the Mudgee clectorate ¥ T would not say that.
839. Mr. James.| Was there not a booth at Teadville for the Liverpool Plains electorate § Yes,
840. Did they “ competle,” if we can call it so, in this lottery ¥ No; the lady was to hold an elector’s rlght
841. Is Mr. Horne an elector of Mudgee? No.
842. Was there any profit out of the race meeting? A slight profit.
843. Was there a sum of money divided hefween “the two churches? Yes.
844. Does not the Guardian circulate over a large area?  Yes.
845. Is it not, as a rule, interested in anything which interests the people? T expect so.
846. Did many people attend the race meeting?  Yes, it was an exceptionally large meeting for the place.
847. Did you yourself approach Mr. Richards or Mr. Haynes in connection with any donation? No.
848. Was anything sald at the committee meeting ahout Mr. Haynes or Mr. Richards being interested in
the race meeting? No.
849, Mr. Piddington.} Is not the Guardian Mr. Richard’s paper? So we understood,—that it was coming
from that source.

v 850. Chairman.] Have you any recollection when this committee meeting, where these remarks were made,
and at which the race meeting was decided upon, took place? About three or four weeks befors the day of
the election.

851. When was the lottery resolved upon? At the sccond meeting.

852. How long was that hefore the day of election?  About a fortnight.

853. Could you fix the date? No.

854. Mr. Levy.] When was the lottery drawn? A% 3-30 on polling-day.

8565. Do you know who won the prize? Mrs. Richard Ross.

8536, Mr. Dacey.] Do you know where she lives? At Uarbry.

857. Mr. Piddington.] Where is that? Portion in the Mudgee electorate, and portion in the Liverpeql
Plains electorate. ' )
858. Mr. Dacey.] Do you know which electorate Mrs. Ross lives in?  No,

Louisa Payne, Mudgee, sworn and examined :—

859. Mr. Piddington.] You were an elector in the Mudgee electorate at the time of the last general election §
Yes.

860, At what time of the day did you first go to vote? Ahout 3 o’clock.

861. Where did you go to record your vote? To the Public School.

862, Did you record your vote at that time? No, T was not able to do so.

863. Why? Because so many people were there that I was unable to get in. T thought I would call
again.

8%4. Was there a crowd about the polling-hooth at that time§ Ves.

865. Of persons apparently endeavouring to vose? Yes.

866. Did you walt snme little time there? Yes,

867. How long? About ten minutes.

868. Did the crowd during that time diminish to any extent? A little, but there were persons still
coming.

869. You went away then? Yes.

870. Do you live far from the polling-booth? Not very far—about three minutes’ walk.

871. When did you return? About 5-15.

B72. What did you see then? A number of people were there. The porch was erowded.

873. Did you join the crowd ! Yes.

874. Did you remsin there until the poll was over? Yes.

875. Were you able to record your vote? No.

876. After you joined the crowd on your second visit, did you remain with it until the closing of the poll§
Yes, :

877. As far as you could sece on the second occasion, what were the people in the srowd doing? They wers
trying to get through to record their votes, the same as I was.

878. At this time how was the crowd, so far as its density is concerned 7 'Wo werg crushed. 879.
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879. On what part of the pretitises were you? After pushing my way through I got into the porch, but T
could not get any further.

880. Would you say that this plan {vid¢ dppendiz J) shows the construction of the premises as they were
on polling-day ? Yes. ‘

881. Wilst you were there did you hear complaints being made by people 7 Yes, they thought they ought
to be allowed to vote, even if they could not getin by 6 o¢'clock.

882. Did you notice whether the voting was slow? Yes, that is what people complained of.

883. Did you see how often people were admitted to vote? Yes.

884, How often? 1t took about five or more minutes to get a couple in.

885. How many were admitted at a timet Two, as far as T know.

886. And you say it took five minutes or more hefore the door would be opened again?  Yes.

887. Did you see any shoving or anything of that sort? Yes, the people were trying to push the door
open, but there were too many policeinen about for them to stand a chance of getting it open.

#88. Did you see the crowd at the end of the polling? Yes.

889, Were they persons who had been in the crush in the porch ¥ Yes, whilst T waa there,

890. About how many do you think were left at the close of the poll trying to got in?  Between twenty
and thirty. .

891. Mr.yLevg/-.] Are you speaking only of those in the porch? Yes.

892, Mr. Piddington.] Did you see any persons leave the crowd? Yes, one person went home. A sister
of hers was at home minding the voter’s children until she came back. Some people who had left their
babies in their earts, said they were not going to stop to record their votes.

893, Were they people who had been stayiog there some ligtle time? They were there whilst T was there.
894, Apart from them, did you see persons going away from the crowd? No. ‘
895. How long were you in the porch ! From 515 to 6,

806. Did the men make way for.you to get in? No, not this time.

897. You say you shoved your way in? As far as we could get. The men did not study the women
much this sime.

898. Mr. James.] Did you go straight into the porch when you went in the second time? 1 got in, but I
had to shove.

899. Did you get straight into the porch? Yes.

900. Were the policemen keeping guard and letting people from the poreh into the polling-booth ¥ Yes,
901. Mr. Oakes.] Can you give any idea of the number of people who were admitted from- the porch into
the building between 5:15 and 6 o'clock? There must have been over twenty. _
902. Mr. Levy.] I think you said there were thirty people in the porch when the polling closed ? Between
twenty and thirty.

903. From what you could see, were they all trying to get in to vote 7 Yes,

904. Were there any people outside the porch? Yes, on the verandah.

905, Were they also trying to get in?  Yes, they would have gone in if they thought they could get.

906. AMr. Dacey.] Did you get in? No, T only got as far as the porch.

907. And how far were you away from the door? About 2 yards, I think.

508, Could you see the door open every time? Yes,

909. Could you see how many went in? Yes.

910. How many went in at one time? Two.

911, Wever more than two$ Not as far as I know.

912. Did you take notice that there were only two going in each time? Yes,

913. You would not say three wenb in each time ? No.

914. How long do you think elapsed between one opening of the door and the next? Between five and
ten minutes.

915. Did you count the number who went in during the three-quarters of an hour you were there? No.
916. M. Oakes.] You say you were in the porch three-quarters of an hour? Yes.

917. How many persous wenb into the room in that time? T could not answer that question, because I
‘wag too far out to be aware.

918. Mr. Levy.] Did you get your number from the man seated at the table? Yes.

919, Had the people in the porch at 6 o'clock got their numbers as well?  Yes,

920. They had all made up their minds to vote! Yes.

921, Mr. Oakes.] You have stated in reply to Mr. Dacey that you saw persons going through the door two
at a time';—do you still adhere to that statement +—Yes.

922, You saw two persons going in at one time ; but you cannot say how many went in during the three-
quarters of the hour? No.

923. Mr. James.} Did you see the door open meny times? Yes; it opened a good many times, but I could
not tell you how maany.

924, Will you swear that only two went in each time? No; I would not swear to that.

925. Chairman.] Can yon recollect the last half hour before the poll closed? Yes.

926. You would have heen there one quarter of an hour, then ¥ Yes.

927. Do you remember how many couples voted during the first quarter of an hour after you arrived? No.
928, Can you say how many were admitted from 5-30 to 67 No.

929. Do you think there were more admitted during the last half hour than during the first quarter of an
hour? There seemed to be less, because the polling seemed to be slower.

930. During the last half hour it seemed to slacken off? Yes,

931. Do you mean that they did not seem to be let in so rapidly during the last half hour? Yes.

932. Had you a wabch with you? Yes; but I did not time them. .

933. Did anyone eise time them whilst you were there? I heard someone remark that they wers timing
them.

934. My, Levy.] Were most of the people in the porch residents of Muadgee? Yes,

935. Chairman.] Aud neighbours of yours? Not all.

936. Any of them? I know them by sight, but I do not know their names,

N
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Henry Lord, dairyman, Mudgee, sworn and examined :—

937. Mr. Piddington.] You were driving about on election day in Mudges? Yes,

938. When did you first come to see or hear anything about the Public School ¥ I first noticed the crowd
ingreaging about 1 o’cloek or 1-15,

939. When did it reach the point that you did something? At 3 o'elock.

940. What did you see then? I saw they were blocked at the Public School, and drove down the street
towards the Court-house, and saw Mr. Crossing ahead of me in a sulky. I drove after him and told him
there was a block at the school.

94]1. What did he say? He said he would see about it.

942. Did he say what he would do? No. I saw Mr. Haynes » few minutes afterwards at the Court-
house, and I drew his attention to the block, and Mr. Crossing, after me speaking to Mr. Haynes, drove to
the school. Mr. Haynes and T followed him in a sulky. I caunot say what conversation Mr. Haynes had
with Mr. Crossing about the block, but I heard Mr. Haynes say it was a serious matter. He gaid this on
two or three occasions.

943. How long did Mr. Crossing stay at the Public School? About half an hour.

944. Did you stay long in the vicinity 1 Yes.

945. Could you see the approach to the polling-place Yes.

946. Can you tell us what was the state of things during that half-hour? The place was absolutely blocked.
947. What were the people doing in the crowd$ Trying to crush in.

948. In what part of the premises was that? The porch going into the main building, which they were

using as a polling booth. They were ticking off the number of the voters on the verandah, and the block
wag in the porch.

949. Did you goin? No.

950. All you could see would be a doorway and persons blocking in?  Yes,

951. Mr. Daeey.] Did you sce the door leading to the polling-place? I saw where the constable was
standing, and the crush was on the other side of him, trying to record their votes.

952. Mr. Piddingion.] Did you stay in the sulky all the time? No.

953. What did you do? I went round to the back of the building.

954. You stayed thers about half an hour? Yes, on the first occasion.

955. During that time what did youdo!? I was kaocking about amongst the crowd,

9536. Did you hear any complaints? About 3 o'clock T spoke to Mr. Pauling, and asked him if he recorded
his vote, and he said “No.” There were others outside—in fact there were several. I spoke to one young
man with o crippled arm, and he said it was of no use him trying to get in with a crippled arm.

957. Did you go round to the back? Yes .

938. Did you see people coming out of the booth T Yes.

969. Did you stay there any length of time? T was there at different times,

960. T would take a run to the Court-house or Town Hall, and then come back again? I was at the back
of the building two or three times.

961. Were you able to form an idea of the rate of voling by people coming out at the back? T had no
means of timing them, but they seemed to be coming through terribly slow.

962. Did the crush last all the time you were there during the half-hour 7 Yes.

963. Where did you go when you drove away ¥ To the Town Hall

964. Did you do anything there with reference to the Public Schonl blockt No; Mr. Haynes asked me
where Mr. Crossiug was. We drove to the Town Hall, and T saw Mr. Crossing’s sulky at his office on the
opposite side of the street.

969. At what time of the day was it that you saw Mr. Crossing's trap at his office? At aboub twenty
minutes to 4. ‘

966. Did you go back to the Public School at any stage? Mr. Crossing went to the Court-house, and we
followed on, and then back to the Public School.

967. How were things at the Public School when you got there the second time? We could see some of
those people who were in the back of the crowd on the former occasion. They were still there.

968. Did anything take place on the second visit? Mr, Haynes spoke to Mr. Crossing on two or three
different occasions about the seriousness of the matter,

969. Did you see young Mr. Crossing there? Yes; near closing time.

970. Wags that a further visit still? Yes.

971. Where did you see him? At the hack door, He came and spoke about several of the electors being
at the back door.

972. 'Whas anything said about the electors getting in at the back door? Young Mr. Crossing said that
they would have to stop sending the electors in at the hack door.

973, Ho made that announcement? Yes.

974. Were you there at closing time? Yes.

975, What was the state of things then? Still blocked,

976. When the poll closed, how many people were in the crush? At what we call the porch there would
be between thirty-five and forly. I did nat count them. There were others who had gone awsy prior to
that, and there were others standing between the verandah and the school palisading,

977, Did you see any people leave the crushf I saw a number standing back wabching the crush, and
they saw there was no hope of getting in.

978. Did you see any ladies leaving? Yes; I saw ane in particular, with a little child in her arms.

979. Where did she come from? Out of the back door after recording her vote,

980. Chairmar.] What time was that? About ten minutes befora closing time.

981. Mr, Piddington.] Did you sce any ladies leaving the crush at all? No. I was at the front all the
time. We were minking trips backwards and forwards,

982. Did you hear Mr. Crossing say anything about what he would dot No. I saw Mr. Crossing, senior,
geta table and an ordinary lamp as if he intended to do something ; but whether he did anything or not 1
could not say.

983. Mr. James.] Did you not buy some candles? Yes, for Mr. Haynes.

984, How much did you get to buy those candles? Has it anything to do with the case?

985,
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985. 'We should like to know what became of the change? I will not answer that question—not because I
cannot, .

986. Where did you buy the candles! I got them off a child in the street. The child was sent for the
candles,

-987. How did they get the candles inside? They were handed through the back door. _
988. Chatrman.] What time way it you heard young Mr. Crossing say voters were not to be admitted
through the back ! About twenty to 6.

989. 1t was past 5301 Yes,

290. How long had you been at the back before this? About ten minutes—perhaps a little longer.

991. Did anyone go into the polling-booth from the back whilst you were there before Mr. Crossing made
thie announcement ¥ Yes.

. 992, Who were there? Two ladies, but I could not say who they were.

993. 'Was one of them carrying a child? No; the one who was carrying the child had come through the
front door.

994. Two ladies went in at the back door whilst you were waiting? Yes.

995. Were you there when Mr, Crossing came up and made that announcement ? He made the announce-

ment from the inside, and I was standing at the back and heard him,

996. Would you know the two ladies who went to the back door? I could not identify them now.

997. Did anyone accompany them ¢ I cannot remember.

998. Did anyonc seem to be guiding them or bringing them to the back way? I could not say. It is

quite probable that some one was with them. I hardly think they would come round alone.

999. Mr. Dacey.] Did you see anyone piloting them round? Yes, Mr. Cohen on one occasion. There

were two.lots who went through. :

1000. What time did you see the other lot? About 530,

1001. Chairman.] At twenty to 6 Mr. Crossing made this announcement. You had then been there

about ten minutes. Now you say you were there at an earlier period of the afternocon? Yes. ’

1002. What was that earlier period? About 4 o'clock.

1003. Were you at the back at 4 o'clock 7 No. .

1004. At what hour were you at the back heside the hour of 5:30¢ . At different times from 4-30 to 5-30.

I was there at 5 o’clock. ' '

1005. When were you last at the back before 5:30%7 I do not think I was there before 5-30.

1006. Do you remember seeing Mr. Larry Cohen come with two ladies to the back? Yes.

1007. Was that on the same occasion you have spoken about—when you were there at 5:30% It was

between 5-30 and the close of the poll.

1008. Those were two other ladies? Yes. In fact there was a lady who went in alone at the back, and

Mr, Haynes asked who she was.

WEDNESDAY, 2 NOVEMBER, 1904,

Hresent:—
Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr., Oakes,
My, Dacoy, Hon, J. H. Young,
Mr. Levy, Mr. Waddell.

Mr. Morton,
W. A, Holman, Esq., in the Chair.

Mr. A. B. Piddington and Mr. C. G. W. Davidson appeared as Counsel for the Petitioner,
Mr. John Haynes.

Mr. A. James and Mr, D. R. Hall appearcd as Counsel for the sitting member, Mr. Edwin Richards.

Oliver Louis Milling, police constable, stationed at Gulgong, called in, sworn, and examined :—
1009 Mr. Piddington.] Do you know the places where the polling was taken at Gulgong? Yes.
1010. How far apart were they ! About a quarter of a mile.

1011. Is the plan {(produced) a correct plan of the position of the streets and the two polling-places—the
Public School and the Town Hall? Yes. .

TUESDAY, 8 NOVEMBER, 1504,

Hresent: —
Mcr. Dacey, Mr. Brinsley Hall,
Mr, Levy, Mr. Macdonell,
Mr, Morton, Mr, Qakes,

Mr. Waddell,
The Hon. J. H. Young in the Chair,

Mr. A. B. Piddington and Mr. C. G. W, Davidson appeared as Counsel for the Petitioner, Mr. John Haynes

Mr. A. James and Me. D. R. Hall appearcd as Counsel for the Respondent, Mr. FEdwin Richards (the
' gitting member).

Duncan McRae, police constable, Mudgee, swofn, and examined :—
1012, Chatrman.] Were you in the polling-booth at the Mudgee Public School on the day of the election ? .
Yes.
1013. Were you there all day? Yes. ‘
1014. Were you inside? I was at the door of entry.
1015. T understand there was a door of exit? Yes.

47033 172G 1016,



44
Witness—T, McRae, 8 November, 1004,

1016. Was the stream of voting fairly regular? No, not un'il 3 o'clack. Until 3 o'clock it was slow.
1017. Was there a great pressure aftor that time? Yes; after 3 o'clock there was a rush,

1018. Did you allow the people to come in in batches of three? Yes, threc at a time.

1019. Does that mean that when three voters were in the compartments, three more were allowed to come
in? Yes ' '

1020, So that there were six people inside at once? Yes.

1021. Can you give us any idea as to how long it took three persons to get their numbers, record their
vobes, and go out? Seven or eight minutes.

1022. Seven or eight minutes for each batch of three? Perhaps ten minutes for the six.

1023. There is a passage before you come to the entrance door? Yes

1024. Tt has been stated that towards the end of the polling it took three persons twenty-five minutes to
vote? There was an open vote some time after 3 o’clock, which took up some time.

1025. That means that it took some time for a man who could not read or write to record his vote? Yes.
1026, What delay would that cause? About twelve minutes.

1027. We have had evidence from onc person to the effect that he saw the time taken by awateh, and that
twenty-five minutes clapsed between one batch of three and another batch of three being admitted to the
booth ;—do you think that is correct? No, that is not truc.

1028. In your opinion that is an exaggerated statement? Yes.

1029, You think at the utmost it would be ten minutes? Ten or fwelve minutes. ‘
1030. One witness has stated that it took him an hour to move 6 feet along the passage? If he had cared
to push himself forward he could have got in, :
1031. Would not that have meant keeping someone clse back? Yes.

1032. Did you see the crush in the passage way at all?  Yes, I was right at the door.

1033, Mr. Dacey.] In the poreh i Yes,

1034, Ckairman.]] I thought you were at the door inside the polling-booth?  Yes.

1035, Then when you opened the doeor you could sce how much the passage was crowded | Yes.

1036. Was the crowd very dense? Yes.

1037. Some elbowing their way through others?  Yes,

1038. For what length of time did that occur? From about 3 o'clock.

1039. From 3 o'clock to 6 the crush remained? Yes.

1040. Have you any means of judging whal number of people were mot able to record their votes at 6
o'clock ¥ Twenty-five to thirty. -

1041, They were waiting to vote, and could not get in by G o'clock? Yes.

1042, Do you know how long they were waiting? XNo.

1043. T believe there was a door of exit as well as a door of entry?  Yes.

1044. Mr. Dacey.] Who was in charge of the door of exit? No one until about closing time.

1045, Chairman.| To your knowledge, were any voters allowed in by the door of exit? No.

1046, Are you in a position to say they were not? Yes; none were allowed to enter by that door.

1047. Mr. Dacey.] 1f Mr Haynes stated that they were and that he saw them, what would you say? I
could not say whether any came in or not.

1048. Do you know a man named Larry Cchen? Yes.

1049. Do you know whether he took any people there to get them in Ly the back wayt No.

1050. Chairman.] Mr. Haynes was asked the question : ‘

Tell ns exactly what you anw ?

His reply was:

1 saw persons being directed into the back of the booth Ly a gentleman named Mv. Cohen; that was at the
Public School. I did not think that was any great irregularity at that time. I saw two persons, one of whom T knew was
against me, and another man named iobson, who had been injured by some burning accident, and was accompanied by an
elderly woman, who could net face the crush in the vestibuale ; and I snggested that they might be introduced into the
room by the back way, as others iad been. I found that several persons had been admitted in that way, and I saw several
persons who had been so admitted.  When I returned to the cortidor again, the people complained to mo of vthiers being
admitted, and that they could neither get in nor come ont. I saw several persous—five or =ix at least—come to the
place, look at the corridor, and go away.

Mr. Haynes states very plainly that some people were admitted Dy the door of exit ;—in the face of that
evidence, can you say that no such thing occurred? No; T could not say that anyone came in by the back
door.

1051, But eould vou say that they did not? Na.

1052. They may have come in without you knowing it} Yes.

1053. Were you there the whole of the day? T was relieved from 12 o'clock to 1 o'clock by another
constable,

1054. T suppose there had been no crush up to that time? No; there were very fuw voters—hardly any.
1055, Have you attended booths at election times before? Yes.

1056, With the same Presiding Officer ¥ Yes. :

1057. Have you ever had experience of any other Presiding Officer? Yes; I was stationed at Gulgeng on
one oceasion, and attended the booths there.

1058. Judging from your experience, was the taking of votes going on as quickly ns might reasonably be
expected ! Yes,

1059. There was not one slow man interrupting the proceedings in any way ! No.

1060. Mr. Levy.] Were you there when the poll closed?  Yes.

10681. How many were in the booth then? Bix.

1062. Mr. Haynes bas stated that when the poll closed there were at least five or six persons, probably
ten, in the pollinghooth, waiting to vote, and were not allowed to vote ; he also stales that the ballot-box
was closed by the Retursing Officer, and that those in the hooth were prevented from voting 7 We allowed
six vobers in just on closing time, and at that time there were three going out of the pits or compartments.
1063. Did those six vote! Yes.

1064. Mr. Dacey.} At what rate did the polling go along in the morning? Very slowly.

1065. How many do you think polled up to 12 o'clock when you left for luncheon? Taghty or ninety.
1066, Not more than 1307 I think not, - 1067,
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1067. You have no knowledge as to how the polling went between 12 and 1 o'clock? No.

1068. Did you come back at 1 o'clock? Yes.

1069. How did the voting go from 1 to 2 o'clock !  Very slack.

1070. The rush camec at 3 o’clock] Yes.

1071. Was the crowd closely packed in the porch? Yes.

1072, Did any one faint there? I did not hear of it.

1073. Do you think reasonable facilities wero offered to the people there to vote? I should say so.

1074, Mr. Macdonell.] You say there were twenty-five or thirty people who were unable to vote ;—have
you any ides how long they were in attendance prior to the closing of the poll¥ No,

1075, Do you know any of those who were unable to vote ] Yes.

1076, Csn-yoa say whether they were there for any length of time prior to the elosing of the poll? Ne.
1077. Then they may have come there only five minutes before the poll closed Yes.

1078, Mr. Levy.] How many voting compartments were there inside the booth? Five or six,

1079. Chairman.] You are sure there were not more than six? Yes.

1080. Mr. Gakes.| You hava stated that the polling commenced to be busy about 3 o’clock, and that in the
morning there was practicaily little voting ;—you have also stated that between 3 and 6 o'clock six votes
were recorded every ten minutes? About that number,

1081. That means thiriy-six votes per hour, or a total 6f 108 in three hours ;—as 500 votes were recorded
at the booth, that would leave 392 votes recorded in the morning? (¥Ne answer,)

1082. Chairman.] One of the witnesses has stated :

When the poll closed there were at least five of six persons—probably ten—in the polling-booth waiting to vote, and
the ballot-box was olosed by the direction of the Returning Offcer, and those who were in the booth were prevented from
voting. There were sevaral who were not allowed to vote. Inunediately afterwards, the people seeing the booth was
clased, melted out of the corridor. Up to that time two pelicomen were at the door keeping the crowd from erushing in.
The pressure behind was great, I saw a child talen away from a wowan by a policeman. When the people got ont of the
corridor T saw several women leaning against different places for support ; they were practically in a stave of cxhaustion—
dne of them particularly so—and thoy stated that they had been there for a considerable time-—most of the afternoon, I
saw ot least forty persons unable $o vote. I =honld say that the corridor would hold twenty to twenty-five persons, and
they were jambed up Liﬁht. I went right to the edge of the crowd, and found they could not move backwards or forwards,
and women in the corridor were crying out io he allowed fo get out. I saw one woman come out of the place after being
there, as she stated, an hour or an hour and a hall. Her dress was torn, and she was walking up and down, endeavouring
to get breath. Men fought in the corridor for a considerabis time. I am able to state that I saw people in the corridor
for one hour, and they did not vote. I met several persons who lird come to the booth to vote at 3 o’clock in the afternoon.
I remarked to them, **1 will assist yon to get your vote 7 ; it made no difference to me for whom they voted.

Would your position in the doorway enable you to speak as to the truth of that statement? When we
allowed three in we had to close the door to prevent the rest squeezing in.

1083. Had you to close the door with violence? Yes, it took one all his time shoving against it.

1084. Mr. Maedonell] And you could not see what was taking place outside until you opened the door 1
That is so.

1085, Afr. Dacey.] Could you have heard if there had been any noise outside? No, the people were all
talking.

1086. gAre the walls of the building of brick 7 Yes.

1087. How many would the porch hold? About thirby.

1083. Would you clear it in an hour? VYes.

1089. Ts it true that the same persons were in the porch for an hour trying to vote? If they had tried,
I suppose they could have done so ; they conld have pushed themselves in.

1090, Do you think the porch was emptied every hour ;—if there had been thirty people there, could they
have gone through$ Yes; a strong man could have worked his way up.

1091. But if the porch contained thirty pecple, could you clear it in an hour’ Yes.

1092. The statement that the same people would be there over an hour would not be true? No.

1093. Do you know of any demand being made of the Returning Officer to provide better facilities for
voting? I never heard of any. ]

1094, Was any demand made in your hearing ! No.

1095, M». Macdonell] Did there scem to be any tendency on the part of anyone to delay the voting of
those inside the booth? Noe.

1096. You have seen voting conducted in other booths? Yes.

1097. Did the voting seem to be conducted in this particular booth as you have seen it conduacted in other
booths ¥  Yes. :

1098. Were there three or six voting compartwents in the booth% Six.

1099, Can you explain how, in a booth where they only polled 500 votes, twenty or thirty voters were
denied the opportunity of voting ¥ Tf they had come in time, they could have voted eusily.

1100. Afr. Levy.] Did you open the door at regular intervals whenever the three people inside had finighed 1
Yes, :

1101. Chairman.] A lady voter gave strong evidenee to the effeet that only two voters were admitted af
a time ;—are you positive that three were admitted ! Yes. 1 got instructions from Mr. Webb to admit
three at 2 time. ‘

1102. Mr, Brinsley Hall] You say that on one occasion it took people twelve minutes to vote because of
the presence of an open voter ; afterwards, it was suggested that it took about ten minutes to get six voters
through ;——was that the usual thing after 3 o’clock ¥ I should say so.

1103. Tt took ten minutes ench tine? Yes.

1104. Chairman.} 1 suppoze the construction of the building did not make the voting slower ,—under any
circumstances the people who were officiating at the table could not have got through a larger number of
vaters? No.

1105. They were not kept waiting on account of the narrowness of the passage leading to the door? No.
1106. T suppose that when you opened the door you did not open it wide Only wide enough for one
person. :

1107. Did it ever happen that, on account of the scuflling outside, some time elapsed before three persons
were able to be admitbed 7 "When T opened the door there was a crush behind it, and the people had to
come through,

1108. But wag there a fight between people to come through? Yes, 1109,
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1109. As a matter of fact, then, pressure outside would delay people getting in? There was no delay in
getting them in, After three persons got their ballot-papers, I would have three more ready to take their
laces.
1110. . Levy.] We have been told by a lady witness, who seemed to be cerlain about it, that during the
last half-hour you were not letting the people in so rapidly as you had been previously ;—is that correct?
I was relieved about half-past 3 o'clock by another constable,
1111 Mr. Oakes.] Did you notice any difference in the rate of admission of the people in the afternoon
compared with the morning ;—were they being admitted more quickly in the afternoon than they were in
the morning? Yes.
1112. Were you admitting them three at a time all day long? Yes. .
1113. In the morning had people to wait ten minutes whilst others were voting? No, they would walk in
and go right through. I do net think six persons were in the booth at one time in the morning.
1114, 3fr. Macdonell.] Weore there times in the morning when you were actually doing no polling at all!
Yes.
1115. What would be the longest period which elapsed in the morning between one voter and ancther
casting his vote? Fifteen to twenty minutes sometimes. Sometimes during that period no votes at all were
recorded.
1116. Mr. Dacey.] That is to say, that for a space of fiftecn to twenty minutes the booth was standing
idlet Yes,
1117. Chawrman.] Were there any lights in the polling-booth in the evening ? Yes.
1118, And in the passage-way ? No, it was in darkness.
1119. About what time did it get dark? Between 530 and 5-45.
1120, M7, Mocdonell.] Would not you have had greater difficulty in recording votes between 5 and 6
o'clock if Mr., Haynes had not provided lights? I could not say that.
1121, The light was not good? No.
1122, And it would have been worse if candles had not been provided? Yes, they could not have voted
without the candles,
1123. And the Returning Officer had not made any provision for lighting? 1 could not say.
1124. Can you state whether there were any lamps or candles except those brought in by Mr, Haynes? I
could not say who brought in the candles. There was a lamp on the table.
1125. Chairman.] Was that lamp a fairly large one{ Yes,
1126. Mr. Dacey.] What light was there where the people were voting? There was a window, Candles
were lighted about 5-40.
1127, Tf u short-sighted person went into a compartment, what sort of Jight was there to assist him to vote !
There was sufficient light in the daytime. I should say there was sufficient light up to 5-30 or 545,
1128. Was there sufficient light after that? No, not after that.
1129, Was any light provided after that? I think candles were provided.
1130. Were those candles provided by Mr. Haynes? I could not say by whom.
1131, Mr. Macdonell] Did the Returning Officer declare the result of the poll at that particular booth ¢
Yes,
1132. Were many people hanging about for the result? No; they left.
]133‘i J?x Levy.] So far as you could see, were the people in the porch at 6 o’clock people who wanted to
vote es.
1134, They did not go there out of curiosity to listen to the result of the poll? T could not say; but I
suppose they came there to vote.
1135. Mr. Macdonell.] You did not notice any person who had already voted coming back to join the
crowd to hear the result of the poll? No.
1136. Mr. Dacey.} Did the Returning Officer mount a rostrum and tell the people how many votes were
polled T No. As soon as the booth was closed he dispensed with our services.
1137, A7r. Levy.] Were the ballot-papers counted in the booth? T was not there, and could not say.
1138. M. Piddington.] I understand you were on duty inside, with instractions, given you at the
beginning of the day, to admit only threc persons at a time? Yes. )
1139, And I may take it that, from 3 o’clock to 6, you had to see sharply to it in order to carry out your
instructions ! Yes.
1140. That is to say, that, if you had unot been there, and people could have opened the door, there would
have been o scene of great confusion? Yes.
1141, People would have poured in to vote instead of being allowed in three ab a time? Yes,
1142. T understood you to say that, before you left the booth at 12 o’clock, 90 or 100 people had voted,
and that, after you came back at 1 o'clock and until 2 o'clock, the voting continued stowly 7 Yes
1143. Then nbout 3 o'clock the crush set in 1  Yes,
1144, That means that from 3 to 6 o'clock there would be 400 votes recorded, less the number poiled
between 12 o'clock and 1 o'clock? Yes. '
1145. You were admitting the people three at a time, and you zay that three were admitted every five
minutes, or six every ten minutes? That is so.
1146. The admission of three people every five minutes would mean that thirty-six people voted per hour {
Yes, Of course, I never timed them, _
1147. So that there would be 108 people coming through the door you were guarding from 3 o'clock to 6 ¢
More than 108 came through during that time.
1148. Bay 120 or 150, if you like ;—~do you not think now that the heavy voting from 3 to 6 o'clock can
only be accounted for by people coming in at the back door as well as at the front? No. I do not think
many wounld come in through the back door.
1149. But you do not know ; your duty was at the other door] Yes.
1150, And I suppose you were Jooking after your duty ? Yes.
1151, You have made use of this expression : ¢ That none were allowed to come in at the back door” ;}—
did you hear anything said about people coming in at the back door? Yes; I went to the back doer.
1152, And what did you do? T prevented them from coming in.
1153. Then, but for your presence there at that time, people would have come in? Yes.
. 1154, Did you do that under any instructions from any one? Yes, from the Presiding Officer.
1155.
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1155. Did he tell you to stop people coming in at the back door? He told me that people were coming in.
1156. And to go and stop them? Yes,

1157. Do you remember seeing o kerogene lamp in the booth #  Yes; on the table at which the officials were
sitting,

1158. Were the Presiding Officer, poll-clerk, and scrutineers sitting there? Yes.

1159. And they, of course, would be looking after the giving out of the hallot-papers? Yes.

1160. Was the lamp lighted before you went off duty? Yes; it was lighted about 5-30.

1161, Was that when you went off daty? I was relieved from the front door, and went on duty at the
back.

1162. And had not the lamp been lighted before you went from the front to the backt Yes,

1163. How long? 1 could not say exactly —perhaps about ten minutes.

1164. Does not the room in which the polling was carried on face the east? The door faces the east.
1165, And there is only one window in the eastern wall of the room? I did not lake particular notice of
that. .

1166. On the western side of that room, is not there another room? Yes

1167. So that it would fall pretty dark on the castern side of the room rather early? Yes,

1168. How far was the table on which the lamp was placed from the voting compartment? About 10 feet
or less.

1169. Do you think it would throw much light on the voiing compartment? No, not at all.

1170, What time elapsed between the lamp being lighted and the candles being broughtin? Abeut a
quarter of an hour.

1171. And during that quarter of an hour, although there was light on the table, there was no artificial
Jight in the voting compartments? Only the window.

1172, And that is a narrow, church-like window{ Yes.

1173. Were the whole of the voting ecompartments along one wall?  Yes.

1174, Were not two of them along the wall by the window? Yes.

1175. And four in another place? No; they were all along one side.

1176, Were they of the usual breadtl, and sufficient to enable a person to walk in comfortably ¥ Yes.
1177, What is the breadth of the window 1 About 2 feet.

1178. Did you sce the voters round the table get their ballot-papers? No; but I saw them handing in
their rights.

1179. And then the Returning Officer and others would, T suppose, be looking out their names and seeing
that everything was in order? Yes

1180. And whilst the people were showing their righls, and getbing (heir ballot-papers, they would be
standing at the table where the light was? Yes,

1181. And then they would go away from a place which was lighted to a place which wasnot lighted? Yes.
1182. Why were you relieved at 5-307 On account of the crush.

1183. Your work had been so hard? Yes.

1184. You had to shut the door and keep order when you opened it?  Yes.

1185. And I suppose, as the chairman put it, that when people are crowding into any place they really get
in slower'in consequence? Yes.

1186, You have no doubt that there was more than the usual crush of voters from 3 to 6 o'clock? Yes.
1187. You have never seen anything like it at an election before? No.

1188. And you have never seen anything like twenty-five to thirty people left outside at closing time? No.
1189, You have stated that just on closing time you admitied six people? Yes.

1190. Do you mean that you admitted six in a batch or two lots of three? Two lots of three,

1191. Chairman.] You say you were relieved during the last half hour? I went back to the door at
6 o'clock.

1192, My. Piddington.] To help the other constable? Yes.

1193, T suppose people were gebting pretty furious then? Yes,

1194. Did you hear people talking about not getting to vote? Yes; there was a lot of squabbling going
on in the passzge. :

1195. And people were growling? Yea

1196, T suppose you ¢nly saw the crowd on the occasions you opened the door?  Yes,

1197, So that you cannot tell us of your own knowledge how long individual voters had been there? No.
1198, Mr. James.] How many constables were in the booth? "T'wo, and, towards the evening, threc.

1199. How many were at the door from 3 to 5:30% Only one—myself,

1200. Yon succeeded in doing all that was necessary vourself 7 Yes.

1201. Were you always inside the door? Not guite inside-—at the door.

1202. You were half in the porch and half within the door, were you not? Yes,

1203. And you closed it sufhiciently to prevent others coming in? Yes.

1204, You did not shut it tight? No.

1205. And you only had six in the booth at a time? Yes,

1206. Do you say that there were always six there, right through§ That is all I noticed.

1207. You say you took care that there were only six at a time inside? Yes; through my door.

1208. Did you look round the booth at all? No.

1209. Did you look behind you at all§ No.

1210. Could you have seen, at 5-30, to mark out a name from a hallot-paper without any lamp? Yes;
there were three large windows at the end of the door.

1211. Did they throw any light where the balloting was going on 1 No,

1212, Could you have seen to mark a ballot-paper? Yes; where I was standing.

1213. I suppose you did not go into the compartments? No.

1214, But the candles were put there? Yes,

1215, And would give ample light for the warking of ballot-papers? Yes.

1216. I suppose it i guess-work to suy that three persons voted every five minutes? Yes.

1217. The Returning Officer, and the Deputy Returning Officer, could tell us better? Yos,

1218. Was there any rush at the back door when you went there? No; only people going out.

1219. Did yousee any one trying to goin? No; there were a few standing at the back.

1220, And you sent them away and told them not to stand about there? Yes. 1221
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1221. Mr. Levy] Can you say whether any one actually came into the booth by way of the back door and

voted? I neversaw any one.

1222. Did you see Mr. Larry Cohen there on that day? Yes, outside.

1223. At what time? Before 1 o’clock.

1224, Did you see him after 1 o'clock? No. . :

1225. Mr. Macdonell.] Could you see the back door from the frong door at which you were standing? Yes,

but my back was to it.

1226. But you could see it if you liked? Yes. '

1227. Do you think it is possible that any considerable number of people—twenty to thirty—could have

come through that doorin the course of the duy witlout you noticing them ? No.

1228. Chairman.] 1 understood you to say that you were sent to the back by the presiding officer to see

that no one camnein? That was between 530 and 6.

1229. Had any one besn guarding the back door before that? No.

1230. Can you give any reason at all why the presiding officer sent you there at that time? He said there

were some coming in.

1231. But you, of your own knowlege, do not believe anyone did come in? I could not say.

1232, Alr. Mucdonell.] Do you think it is possible that any considerable number could have comein? No.

1233. You are positive no considerable number came in?  Yes.

1234, Chairman.) When you were relieved at the front door did you go off duty 1 No, T went on duty at

the back door.

1235. How long did you remain there? About ten minutes,

1336. Mr. Macdonell.] Whilst you were at the back door was there any crowd? No, a few were standing

ahout,

1237. 'Who relieved you at the front deor? Constable Nolan,

1238, How long bave you been in Mudgee? Two years.

1239. Mr. Daeey.] T suppose that when you let three people in you naturally turned round ;—had you not

then in view those who were in the booth ! Yes,

1240. Did it ever strike you that anyone was there whom you had not Jet in? No; I was watching the

table as it was cleared.

1241, But a person might be standing there, and you would not notice whether he had come through your

door? Yes.

1242, Mr. Piddington.] The question was put to you as to whether a considerable number could have got

in without you seeing ;—do you mean by that a considerable number at a time, or filtering in one by one?

At a time.

1243, Then a considerable number could not have come in at o time without you noticing them ¥ That is so.

1244. But one might have come in without you seeing? Yes.

1245. You say the door was not tightly shut? It was about 3 inches open.

1246. And you were holding the door back agrinst the crush?  Yes.

~Z;?et’.i'. So that most of the time your face would be turned towards the door where you were standing -
es.

1348. And one man might easily come in at the back without you secing? Yes.

1249, And that sort of thing might go on until, in the course of an afternoon, a good many came in?  Yes.

1250. Myr. Levy.] Would not the people seated at the table see anyone coming in from the back door?

Yes; the table was closer to the back door than to the door where T was.

1251. AMr. Piddington.] And the presiding officer told you that they were coming in by the back door, and

ho sent you to stop them? Yes.

1252, Mr. Macdonell.] When you let three people in, did you keep the door closed until you got instructions

from the Returning Officer, or did you exercise your own discretion about letting other three people in? I

used my own discretion. ,

1253, And then you would have to turn your back to the crowd, and you would see inside? Yes.

1254, And if men came in by way of the back door you would observe them? Yes.

1255, Do you think that during the whole of the time you were on duty twenty or forty men came into

the booth through the back door} No, T should have noticed that.

1256, Could forty mea bave got in without you sesing them 7 No,

1257. Could twenty ? Yes, they might have got in.,

12568, Could thirty have got int No.

1259. You had to look round to see when three men had voted, so as to allow three others to come into

the booth? Yes,

1260, Then, if other men were coming in at another door, you could not have helped noticing it?! Yes,

1261. Chairman.] And you never neticed anything of tuat sort? No.

1262. And yebt you say twenty might have come in They might.

1263, Without you noticing? Yes.

1264. Afr. Macdonell.) Even if yonhad not seen them comein at the back door, would not yon bave naticed

them when they came up to vote? Not very well. .

1265. Afr. Dacey.] When you Jooked at the table to see who was there, would you not have noticed a mar

who had not passed you? Yes.

1266. Did you ever notice anyone ! No.

1267. Mr. Macdonell] But, still, some might have come in that way whilst yon were not on duty? That

would be in the morning, when I was relieved for an howr.

1268, But if you let three men in at the front door, you could not have helped noticing if three others also

came in at the same time by the back door? No.

1269, Could people have come in by the back door and taken part in the voting without you noticing them ?

Yes.

1270, Mr. Jomes) That means that, ab that rate, there might have been nine voters in the room at once!

Yes ; but there were not nine in the room at once.

1271, Mr. Macdonell] You have stated that you admitted three men at o time, and that you watched

them to see when they had finished voting, so as to allow others in ;—I want to know how others could

. : come
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come in at any other door without you noticing them, especially as you say there werc never more than six
in the booth at a time? The ballot-box was between me and the other door, and I could see those who had
voted coming up to put their papers in it.

1272. Chairman.] H you let three in, and, subsequently, other three, you must have noticed whether any
one came in from the back door? Thay were pretty well in & string all along.

1273. Tf the string were broken, and there were four people there when there ougbt to bave been three,
would you have noticed it? Yes. .

1274. And you did not notice anything of the kind 7 No.

1275, Mr. Morton.] Could they have come in at the back door without you seeing them? Yes.

1276, Mr. Macdonell.] Were the compartments in sight from the door you were guarding, or did the

ballot-boxes obscure them? They were in sight.

1277. But you, standing at the door, conld at any time tell whether more than six people were in the
roomn ¢ 1 conld, but 1 never noticed ; I never counted.

1278, Mr. Piddington.] You never noticed that¥ No.

1279. Mr. Macdonell] But still, if you had liked to do so, you could have ascertained whether there were
more than six in the room at a time? Yes.

1280. Mr. Piddington.] Your attention was really concentrated on your duty at the door? Yes. :
1281. And you never counted to ascertain whether there were six people in the booth, or how many were
voting in the compartment] No,

1282, Mvr. Macdanell] Did you think that your duty was simply to remain at the door and watch the
three men whom you admitted at the time, with a view to ascertaining when they had finished? T glanced
round, to see when they had finished.

1283. Then you felt it to be part of your duty to look at the table to ascertain how they were getting on,
80 as to allow others to come in{  Yes,

1284. A r. Morton.] You say that when you were relieved in the evening you came back at 6 o'clock ! Yes.
1285. Where were you at 6 o'clock sharp? At the front door. ~ I came back on account of the rush.
1286. Were youn inside? Yes.

1287. At what time was the ballot-box closed ? Somewhere after G o'clock, I think.

1288, How long after? I could not say.

1289. Wag it & minute after ¥ Perhaps five minutes, but I could not say exactly.

1290. Mr. Morton.] Were those who were in the booth at 6 o’clock allowed to vote? Yes.

1291. But no one was admitted after that time? No.

1292. Do you think there were many in tlie room at that time? There were six, I think.

1293. 3r. Dacey.] Where did you get the time from ;—did you look at your watch? No; the Presiding
Officer told us to close the door.

1294. Chairman.] Was a gun fired? No; I went by the flour-mill whistle.

Peter Nolan, police constable, Dubbo, sworn and examined :—

1295. Chairman.] Were you on duty at Mudgee on'the day of the election? Yes.

1296. At what place? In different places, I was patrolling the town and attending to the polling booths
as well,

1297. Were you at the Public School during part of the day? I went there about 12-30.

1298, What duty did you perform there? I relieved one of the constables there.

1299. What duty was he looking after? He was looking after the polling.

1300. When did you first go inside the Public School Polling-place? I went into the Public School and
relieved Constable McRae from 12-30 to 1-30. )

1301. Did the polling go on regolarly during that time, and was it brisk ¢ No, it was not brisk.

1302, Were you stationed at the door of exit at any time? 1 returned to the Public S8chocl booth about
515 in the evening. [ saw Mr. Haynes at the front, and he asked me to go round to the back door.

1303. Did you go round? Mr. Haynes spoke to me and the Returning Officer a8 well. I saw a number of
people at the back door, and I requested them to go away. I told them that they were not allowed to go
in by the back door, and that, if they wanted to vote, they wounld have to go in by the front entrance.
1304. Did yon see any one going in through the back door? No. A number of people were congregated
about the back door.

1305, How many? I do not remember exactly, but perhaps eight or nine.

1306, Was there any evidence, to your mind, that any of them bad been in by that door? Mr. Crossing
said to me that there were some people at the back door who wers trying to get in, but T did not see any
one trying to get in,

1307. Was it ot Mr. Crossing’s request that you went there ! Yes, in the first instance,

1308. And he gave you a reason—-to prevent people coming in? Yes.

1309. Did he say at that time some people had already come in? I do not remember him saying that,
1310. Afterwards I think you relieved the constable at the front door? I assisted him from 5:15.

1311. Did you remain there until 6 o'clock? Yes.

1312, Did you see what took place in the passnge? Yes,

1313. Was there a great crowd there? There were a good few there.

1314. How many do you suppose were in the passage? I have not any idea. It was only a porch on the
outside of the door, and that would only hold, perhaps, twelve or twenty people. '

1315. Was not there a passage leading to the porch? It was open outside the porch to the school-yard.
1316. 1id you take any notice of the rate at which people were allowed in to vote? I did not tauke any
particular notice, except that things seemed to be going on all right.

1317. Were the people showing imptience to get in? No, not particularly. There was some rushing
ahout, and people were trying to force their way in abead of others.

1318, When the door was opened to admit three people, was there n cerush of people desirous of heing
awongst the three? There were o number of people up against the deor. I remained there with McRae,
and we allowed them to go in two or three, or four or five, at n time, as directed by the Presiding Officer.
We took our directions from him. When the peopla who had voted went out, he would say, “Let two or
three in”; and perhaps hie said, * Let three or four in,” and we let them in accordingly. 1319.
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1319. Did you hear him say that you were to admit two or three, or four or five? Yes.

1320. What were his exact words? He would say, © Let two in,” “Let three in,” or whatever number

there was room for,

1321. On every occasion? Yes.

1322. Could you say how many you admitted in the course of half an hour? I have noidea. The voters

went in regularly to vote.

1323. Bupposing you admitted three or four at one particular time, how long would it be before you

admitted another batch? I was watching the people vote, and they seemed to go through the voting part

of the business regularly.

1324. Bupposing you allowed three in, how long would it Le before another went in? T do not think it

would take half a dozen people more than five minutes to record their votes, but I could nob ssy exactly.

They went through the routine of voting in the ordinary way.

1323, Have you had any experience of voting at other places? Yes. I have attended polling-booths at

different times in Sydney.

1326. But I suppose you were only outside the booths therc? T have attended several booths in Sydney.

1327. You ars quite clear that whilst you were at the back door no one was aliowed to enter there!

There were some people near the back door, and I requested them to go away, as they were not permitted
- to enter by that way. They went away. It was then metting on for 6 o'clock, There were a number of

people about the front deor, so T assisted Constable McRae to check them and prevent them rushing in.

1328. Did you leave anyone in charge of the back door at that time? No.

1329. Then it is possible there might have been someone going in at that time, or before you went there

There might have been, during the time I was at the front door, but I do not think there was, because [

paid attention to the back door as well as to the front door, and T did not ses anyone going in.

1330. You think, then, that after you left the back door they did not take advantage of your absence and

come in? Not to any great extent. There might possibly have been one or two come in.

1331. But you do not know it of your own knowledge? No; I did not notiee it.

1332, Mr. Levy.] How many people do you think were in the porehi at 6 o’clock ? I have a good idea. As

the gong went at 6 o’clock, I was walking out behind the crowd who were in the porch. A man named

Charles Wilton said to me, * There are not so many who have not voted after all.” I replied, “There

does not appear to be very many,” and I counted them. I eounted the number of people going oub to the

atreet from the porch. 1 do not remember the number exactly, but it wos something like twenty-two or

twenty-three.

1333. Mr. Macdonell.] And those were all would-be voters? Probably. 1 could not say; but they

seemed to be about the porcl. Probably they wanted to vote, ’

1334, Mr. Morton.] When the man Wilton spoke, had there been some speculation as to how many were

waiting to vote? Yes. I noticed a number of people going ubout talking and complaining about there

not being accommodation for people to vote.

1335. How long liave you been in Mudgee? For two years.

1336. Do you know any one who was standing in the porch waiting to vobe ;—for instance, do you know a

man named Pitt? No. ‘

1337. Do you know a man named Pauling? Yes.

1338. Did he vote there? I do not know.

1539. You do not know any one who was standing in the porch who had been waiting there a long time in

order to vote? I only went there at 5-30,

1340, Do you think any man or woman was waiting for three quartars of an hour to vote ! I have no idea.

1341. Chairman.] Are you in a position to say whether any number of people had gone away before you

counted the twenty-three or twenty-four, and had given up the chance of voting? T do not think so. There

seemed to be an impression that the polling booth would be kept open until these peeple voted.

1342, Mr, Piddington.] That was the impression amongst the crowd? Ves.

1343. Chairman.] As far as you could judge, ali those who intended to vole remained wuntil the last, and

you counted twenty-three or twenty-four?  Yes.

1344. Myr. Levy.] It has been stated that from 5-30 to 6 the people were not admitted so rapidly as they

had been previously;—is that correct? I can only speak of the time I was there.

1345. Were you given instructions as to how many you should let in at a time, or did you look to the

presiding officer from time to time, and receive instructions from him to let in two or three, as the case

might be? Yes.

1346. You were not given any specific instructions ?  There was no one to give me inslructions.

1347, Mr. Waddell.] Have you had much experience of the speed with which voting is carried on at

polling-booths ? T have been in the Police Foree for six years, and I have attended polling-hooths on several

occasions. .

1348, Do you think the polling proceeded during the time you were there as quickly as, according. to your

experience, it does at other places? Yes.

1349, Mr. M acon ell.} When did you relieve Constable MecRae? 1 could not soy whether it was 12-13 or

12-30.

1350. At any rate, you were there an hour ;-—do you know how many men and women voted during that

time?! There might have been two or three,

1351. Not more? Scarcely any one voted. I remained there talking to the polling-booth officials ; and I

remember the remark being passed as to how slow the polling was. I do not know how many voted,

but T know the number was very few.

1352, Less than a dozen? There were not a dozen,

1353. You went to the front door about 515% Yes.

1354, Where was McRae then? At the front door.

1355. From 515 to 6% Yes.

1356. Yousay that during the last three-quarters of an hour the front door was never opened, except

under instructions from the Returning Oficer? T could not say that it was always open according to

instructions. The Returning Officer simply let us know when there was room for people to vate.

1357. And you never opened the door until you beard from the Returning Officer that there was room !

Naturally, T looked round to him and to the table tq see if there was roam. 1358,
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1358. Do you remember any instance in which, during the three-quarters of an hour, you admitted any one
without getting intimation from the Returning Officer that there was room? No.
1359, Constable McRae told us that up to 515 he opened and closed the door when he thought there was
room, and without instructions from the Returning Officer ;—are we to judge that there was a different
arrangement when you came to the door? I do not know that there was any different arrangement; I do
not know what was done before I went there. * ‘
1360. But you are satisfied that the door was never opened from 5-15 to 6 except on receiving intimation
from the Returning Officer that there was room for more voiers? Yes. It might be possible that when the
booth was empty we let two or three in to conbinue the voting, but we did not allow anyone to go into the
booth whilst there was a crowd there.
1361. But did you open or ¢lose the door under instructions, or did you exercise your own judgment 7 We
did not open or close the door under instructions ; we were simply guided by the Returning Officer.
1362, You did not open or close the door except on an intimation from the Returning Otticer?  Yes,
1363. You think that during the three-quarters of an hour you were there, the people polled at the rate
you have mentioned—six every five minutes? Yes,
1364. Do you think everything was done, as far as gou could judge, to enable vaters to get through in
time? Yes, Everything possible was done so far as 1 could see.  Kverything seemed to goalong all right.
There did not seem to be any hitch. :
1365. And yet you have told us that there was a fear, for some time prior to the closing of the poll, that a
number of people would he denied the right of voting? Yes, I did hear that rumour. Mr. Haynes
mentioned that matter to me. He said people conld not vote there, and, he asked me to go round to the
back door after 1 had spoken to Mr. Crossing. I judged, from what I saw going on there, that there had
been some excitement amongst some of his supporters and sympathisers, and I imagined, from what I saw,
that there had been an insinuation that people would not have an opportunity to vote.
1366. Did Mr. Haynes suggest that you should prevent any one going in at the back door? No; he spoke
to me about the people not being able to get in to vote, and he drew my attention o the crowd.
1367. He was under the impression that some people were improperly getting in at the back, to the
exclusion of those who were at the other door? It appeared so, from what he told me,
1368. Anyhow, he wanted you to go there, and to see that no one got in by the back door? Yes,
1369. And the Returning Officer gave instructions that no one was to be allowed through the back door ?
Yes,
1370. Would not you gather from his instructions that some people had previously come in that way, or
had attempted to do s0% It would appear that some one had gone in, or wanted to go in.
1371. Afr. Oakes.] When were you removed from Mudgee to Dubbot About six weeks ago.
1372, Had your removal anything to do with the election? No.
1373, Were any complaints made by the people in connection with the action of the police oflicers at the
election? I have heard a lot of rumours,
1374. Were any official reports sent in? I believe so, but I do not know anything about them.
1375, Mr. Dacey.] What intimation did the presiding officer give you that you were to let more people inf
I got no intimation to let more people in.
1376, When three went in, what happened before you let other three in? The Presiding Officer sim)ly
called out, © Let two or three in.”
1377. Was there anyone at the table voting when he called out to you? There might have been.
1378. Would there bs a cessation of actual veting whilst he told you to let more in% No. It would only
take a second for him te turn round and call out “ Let two, or three, or four in,” as the case might be, .
1379. 'Was there any delay caused by this method ;—had he to wait for the people coming to him? No
As the last of the three persons was recording his vote, he would call out * Let three or four morg in.”
1380. And before he was finished with that voter, the others were at the table waiting their turn?  Yes;
the others would be at the table by the time the last voter had left.
1381. There was no pause at any time for the voters to come? No.
1382, Mr. Macdonell] You say the Returning Officer called cut * Let three or four in ™ ;—did you ever let
four in at a time? I cannot remember exactly, As far as I can recolleet, we let them in by threes,
1383. Chairman.] From the evidence before us they were let in by batchos of three at a time?  As a rule.
1384. The previous witness has stated that they were Ict in constantly in batches of three. Under those
circumstances are you prepared o say that that rule was departed from, and that sometimes you admitted
four? It was a rule to admit three at a time; but when they were a little stow about voting perhaps the
Presiding Officer called out “ Let two in.”
1385, Mr. Dacey.] You have a distinct recollection of him telling you to let two in? T canuot say
positively about the number. It was sustomary, during the time I was there, to allow threc in at a time.
1386. Have you a distinet recollection: of letting more or less than three in at any particular time ;—ean
you call to mind any instance in whick you let two, or four, or five in? No.
1387. Mr. Morton.] When 6 o'clock came, did you go ingide the booth at all? No,
1388. You do not know what took place in the boothat 6 o'cloeckt No,
1389. Were a number of people let in &1 6 o’clock? No; the voters were turned away at 6 o'cleck.
1390. Was there much trouble about the lighting arrangements ;—had they to send for lamps or candles?
Not to my knowledge.
1391. Do you know a man naomed Oram? Yes.
1392. Did you see him about there? T do not remember doing so.
1393. Did you see anyone taking the names of those who had not voted? No.
1394, Mr. Macdonell.] But that could have been done without your knowledge? Yes.
13893, Mr. Morton.] Do yon know whether Louisa Payne was about at that time wanting to vote! No,
1396. Did you see any women struggling and screaming, anxious to vote? No.
1397. Mr. Dacey.] Did you close the door at 6 o'clock T I pulled it toas I was going out.
1398. How do you know it was 6 o'clock { I heard the gong go. I also heard the Returning Officer remark
to the Presiding Officer that it was 6 o'clock. .
1399. Mr. Morton.] Did you look upon the sound of the gong as a signal to close down? Yes.
1400. And do you think the Returning Officer did the same? Yes,

- 47033 172—H 1401,
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1401, Mr. Dassy.] Was the gong, or whatever ik was, in the rosm 1 No, 1t was soma distance away,

1402, Mr. Morton.] Are you sure that the gong wae not a gunj It might have been.

1403. Afr. Macdonell] Was the soundingof the gong the signal for the simultaneons olosing of the booths }
I suppose it was.

1404. My, Brinsley Ifull.] 1 suppose the Presiding Officer gave instructions for the closing of the booth
from the time by his own watch? Possibly.

1405, Mr. Piddington.] You say that some of Mr. Haynes' sympathisers and supporters said sometbing
to you ;—how do you know they were his sympathisers and supporters? I only judged from what Mr.
Haynes remarked fo me.

1406, Did you nat take a lively interest in the election? I took no interest whatever in it.

'1d407. You do not know whether the townspeople sympathised with Flaynes or Richards? I had a good
ides,

1408, And it was from your good idea that you knew these people were Mr. Haynes’ sympathisers? T only
judged by the gossip. ‘

1409. Did you ever tell Mr. Richards that you could give evidence about this matter? No.

1410. Did you ever teit him anything about what happened at the election ? No.

1411, Did you ever tell him that, at the tost, not more than thirty-five electors lost their right to vote?
Certainly not. '

1412, Did you tell him there was no ground for complaint as regards the lighting of the baoth? No.
1413. What constables were on duty at the school-room when you got there in the forenoon ;--were thera
only yourself and McRae? Constable Macnamara came to the booth with me. .
1414, Was he on duty at the booth? No.

1415, Then McRas and yourself were the only constables at the bootl: from 5-15 to 6 o'elock @ That is so,
1416, Was McRae at any time on duty at the back door for five or ten minutes at a time? T danot think
he was there for five or ten minutes, We both paid attention to the back door.

1417. Did you hear the presiding officer tell McRae to go to the back door at any time I No,
1418. And yet McRae would be either at che front door with you or at the back door during the whole of
the time you were in the booth? Yes

1419, And you did not hear the Presiding Officer give McRae any instructions to go the back door to keep
people from coming in? No.

1420, Did you remain continuonsly at the back door for any length of time? No. T was at the back door
for a few minutes, and T went bhack to it botween 515 and 6, and had o look round. I then-weat to the
front door again,

1421. Did you take McRae’s place at the front door and let him go the back door? No.

1422, After you had been a short time at the back door, did you change places with McRae? No; I
simply went to the front door to assist him, He may possibly have gone away for a time. ‘
1423, What were you to assist him to do? To keep the erowd from coming in.

1424, Was there need for two constables at the one door? There was no great necessity for it, exeept that
there was a crowd trying to get in, and I thought it aavisable to assist him. ‘
1425, The poiling-booth was cloged by means of some signal ;—did you see how many persons, other than
officials, were in the polling-booth at the time the door was closed? I could not say definitely.

1426. Did you see any persen voting in the booth after the door was closed? I went away when the
signal was given.

1427. Did you go dircetly 7 Very soon after.

1438, How long after? I waited a minute or two.

1429. If you had opened the door immediately after it was closed, would people have tried to get in? No.
1430. Are they too good for that sort of thing at Mudgee? T do not say that; but T told the people who
were waiting to vote that we had got the signal to close, and they all turned away, and I followed
them out.

1431. You say you closed the door and remained inside—for how long? I pushed the door te, and
hesitated for o minute or so to see that everything was clear inside. '
1432. Do you now remember whether you saw any persons after the door was closed engaged in voting?
No; [ raw no one.

1433. You saw no one voting after the door was closed 7 No.

1434, You are quite certain of that? Yes.

1435. Do you think anyone could have voled after the door was closed without you seeing them? Of
course, it was possible for some to have come in after I had gone away. '
1436. Bat I am talking of those who were in the booth at the time ; you say you looked round to see that
everything was clear, and then you went outside and counted the people ;—could you say whether, when
you looked round to sec that everything was clear, any of the persons then in the booth eould have voted
without you seeing them? Every one had gone out by then except the officials.

1437. Who asked you to come here to give evidence? I was instructed by the Inspector-General to come
here.

1438 Did you receive any subpeena from anyone} No.

1439. You came on the direct instructions of the Tnspector-General ! Yes.

1440, Mr. MHacdonell] Would it not be possible for a number of the would-be voters to have left the booth
before you left the room and went outside and proceeded to count them? They would not bave bad time,

I

Percival Adrian Webb czlled in, sworn, and examined :—

1441. Chairman.] You were the Presiding Officer at the school-house booth on the oscasion of the last
election in Mudgee? ¥ers. :
1442. Were you there the whole of the day? Yes.

1443, Absolutely the whole of the day, and not oot of the room 7 Yes.

1444, Were many people offering their votes in the morning?  Very few.

1445, You know cxactly Low the polling took place during the whole of the day ¥ Yes,

1446. From what hours was the polling slack and slow? It was very slack indeed from & a.m. until 11414)_;?111.
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1447. Did you keep a record of the votes polled about that time? I counted the votes about 1249, ...,
1448 And how many had been recorded at that time ! Ninety-one.

1449. And how many were recorded during the whole of the day?  TFive hundred, o .
1450. When did the voting begin to be active?  About 3 o'clock. ' i
1451. Can you tell us how many votes were recorded between 1-30 and 3% No ; but T should imagine that,
at 3 o'clock about 200 votes had been recorded altogetlier, The number might bave been a fow more. .
1452. That would leave 300 in the Jast three hours? Approxim: wtely. 1
1453, T believe you did not allow more than six voters in the hooth at one time! No; those were my
instructions,

1454 Did the policeman act on his own initiative as to calling them in, or did he wait for a signal from
you to admit a fresh batch 7 He waited at times until I told him. SR
1455, And you waited until three had gone out before other three were ndmitted? Yes. ' :
1456, Did they come in by batches of three? Tt all depended on who was in the roou. :
1457. There was no regularity on that point? No. If there were only two in the booth, four would he.
admitted. If there were four in the booth, two would be admitted. My instructions to the police were to
allow no more than six in the booth, :
1458. And you left it to them to carry out your instructions without waiting for ftrsh orders from you‘l
Yes.-

1459. Were you working very quickly to get through the voting towards the end of the day? Yeﬁ-,
especially from 3 to G. :
1460. You did not have a moment to waste § No. )
1461. Do you remember whether there was any open voting at that time? Yes, of people who could not
read or write.

1462. Were there many of those? As far us I can vecollect there were eighteen or twenty.

1463. During the last three hours? Yes, mostly. '
1464. Can you give any estimate as to how much delay one of those votos would cause ; of course, you
eould not put them through as quickly as youo could the others? No.

1465. How long would it Ctake? Two or thres minutes, 1 should say, for each.

1466. You would not know what erushing was going on outside the entrance door? No.

1467. And you could not hear anything ofit? No.

1468. Was it represented to you at any time that the conveniences for voting were not sufficient for the
number of people ¥ 1 do not think so. T was doing my best to get them through.

T469. But was the matter represented to you by any one? The Returning Officer made some remark
about getting another clerk to assist me, but that was between 5-30 and 6.

1470, Tell us what took place? The Dr‘put}r Returning Ofticer asked me if he should get another clerk to
assist me,

1471. What official position does Mr. Crossing’s son hold ¢ I think he was the Deputy Returning Oﬁicer
1472. You consider him to be an authority, a% any rate? Yes

1473. And he asked you whether you required any additional help to get through the votes? Yes,

1474, What did you tell him % T asked him if he hiad another checl\-roll and he said he had not,

1475. And that made it impossible {0 make any use of an extra man? Yes.

1476. Did he give any reason why he asked you whether you required any assistance? He zaid there was
a crowd outgide.

1477. And then suggested giving you assistance to dispose of it? Yes.

'1478 ‘Was there sufficient hght in the room up to § o’clock ! As far as T was concerned, I had sufﬁclent
1479. Bad you a kerosene lamp?  Yes. -

1480. As Presiding Officer, was it not your duty to see that neither you nor the voters were mconvemenced
for want of light? I had no time to leok into those matters,

1481. But had you madeany preparation beforehand? I bad not. The Returning Officer came to the booth
about 5 o’clock, and provided me with a Jamp.

1482, Do you know that candles wera Lrought in from outqlde before 6 o c]ock? No.

1483. Then, you took no stock of what was going on? 1 had no time from 5 to 6. ;
1484. Was there any exit door through which voters who had given their votes went? Yes; that was
when the rush ocourred.  After 3 o’clock [ instructed them to come in ut one door and go ous by the other.
Previous to that, they came in and went out of the front door.

1485. Do you know if any voters were allowed to go in through the back door? I believe they were.
1486. What is the reason for your belief? 1 saw them come in. '

1487. About how many? I could not say.

1488, Was this after'3 o'clock when the rush was on? Yes.

1439, Can you say whether therve were fifty, forty, or thirty? No.

1490. You can express no opinion? 1 really had not time to look. Whea T was taking the votes, between
4-30 and 6, T had not time to sce them.

1491. Did you give any instructions to any police constable to stop it or t.o watch the back door? Noj;
but I think Mr. Crossing did.

1492. 1f they came in irregularly t.hrough the back door, would there be more than six persons in the booth
at one time? I do not think there werc more than six persons in the Looth aé one time, ‘
1493. You say you do not think ; but you arc not in a position to state ;—we have it in ev1df-nce that the
constable at the door of entrance allowed people to came in three at a tlme and it is vnderstood that as
three went out three came in, leaving six in the booth at once; if they came in irregularly through the
back door, would not there be more rthan six in the Toom at. some time or other? I do not think there
were more than six at any iime.

1494. Bat you could not be certain? T would not swear it.

14953. Your attention was closely applied to what you were doing? Yes. T instructed the police at the
door not 1o let more than six in at a time. .
1496. When did you give those instructions?  The first thing in the morning.
‘1497, Did you repeat Them ? When the crush oceurred I did,

1498. What brought it into your mind to do it then? I could hear them at the front door making.a nmse
1499, And you repcated the instsuction? Yes, 1500.
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1500.  You did not give any instructions for any disabled or sick person te be allowed in by the back door
No,
1501, Did any onc make application to you? No.
1502. Mr. Dacey.] Did you initial all the ballot-papers? Yes.
1503. You are sure no one initialled any but you? Yes.
1504. Ave you clear on that point? VYes.
1605. Mr. Oakes.] It was your duty to initial all the ballot-papers? Yes.
1506, What initials did you use? “P.AW.”
1507. With a pen or pencil 1 Peneil, I think.
1508. Mr. Dacey.] I asked you if you initialled all the ballot-papers, and yon said you did? I am .not
¢lear on the point. I think that hefore 6 o'clock, when the rush was on, Mr. Cressing’s son initialled a
few. He was acting as his father’s deputy.
-1509. Who gave orders to close the doors at 6 o'clock? Assoon as the gun went, I gave orders, and =o did
. Mr. Crossing, senior.
1510. What do you mean by the gun? A time-gun was fired that night at 6 o'clock.
1511. Who fired it? T could not tell you.
1512. Was it a cannon? Yes; a cannon was fired to close the Looths.
1513. You do not know whether the cannon went off according tostandard time? Tt went off at 6 o'clock,
all right,
l.)l4g How many people were in the booth when the gun went off 7 Tour or five.
1515. Were they allowed to vote? Yes, I took their votes.
1516, Did you do that under the instructions of the Returning Oficer?  Yes.
1517. Have you read the instruetions issued to Presiding Officers?  Yes.
1518. Were you not aware that the polling was o cease at 6 o'clock ? My iden is, that tho instructions are
to the cffect that the people in the booth at § o'clock can vote.  That is how T read the instructions in the
Act,
1519. Mr. Oakes.] How many vobes do you cansider were polled hetween 3 and 6 o'clock ¥ Itis hard to say,
but I should think between 270 and 300,
1520. That is on the assumption that only 200 were polled up to 3 o'clock? Yes.
1521. Were you presiding at the booth between 3 and 6 o'clock? Yes.
1522, You handed the electors their ballot-papers as they came up between 3 and 6 o'clock, and your poll-
clerk checked the roll? Yes.
1523. What is the largest number you reckon you could poll per hour going at full pressure? It all
depends on the electors themselves.
1524. A statement has been made to .the effect that it took three persons five and .ten minutes to
record their votes? In that case weonght, 1 think, to be going an yet.
1525, Mr. 1. R. Hall asked one of the witnesses the question: “ Would you be surprised to learn that
during the whole of the crush the avorage rate of voting was three every five minutes?”—do you think that
is a fair statement to make? At times it would be that. Tt all depends on the electors themselves.
1526. But you say you were going at top pressure betwen 3 and 6 ;—do you think that three in every five
minutes was the number of votes recorded during that time? No; not on the average.
1527. What would you say was the average? Eighty or ninety an hour.
1528. Do you know whether, as & matter OE fact, it is the duty of a Presiding Officer toinitial the ballot.
papers?  Yes.
1528. You have stated in reply to Mr. Dacey that you thought Mr. Crossing, junior, signed some of the
ballot-papers in this particular booth? Yes. He cameinto the booth just before 6 o'clock.
1530. How many papers would he sign? Not many.
1531, 'Would he sign 100% No.
1532. Would he sign ten? Ie might have signed ten.
1533. Did you see the initials on the ballot-papers} Yes, Le put my initials opon them ; he was alongside
me ut the time.
1534. You are certain he put the initials “P.AW.” on the ballot-papera? Yes, He used a blue pencil,
and T used ink,
1535. Mr. Dacey.] What dees section 76 of the Act say?  That the polling should close at 6 o’clock.
1536. Is there anything in that section about closing the doors? It says “ finally close at 6.”
1537. Close what? The polling closes at G,
1538, Is it not a fact that there is nothing in the Act about closing the deors? My instruction as Deputy
Returning Officer was that the doors were to be elosed ab 6.
1539. And were you instructed that those inside the booth at 6 o’clock were to vote? Yes.
1540. Did Mr, Crossing give you those instructions? Yes.
1541. Did you peruse the Regulations before taking upon yourself the duty of Presiding Officer? Yes
1542, And to the best of your knowledge you carried out the polling in accordance with your instructions
Yes. .
1543, How many voting compartmments were there in the school? About eight I think, but I would not
swear to it.
1544. Did you count them { No.
1545, How were the compartments lighted? There was a window at one end of the room, and a doar
opposite.
1546. Whilst a man was voting, was the light at his back? Yes.
1547. When did you light the lamp ? Mr. Crossing lighted it before 5-30.
1548. Did you experience any difficulty in conducting the voting for the want of a lamp prior to that ?
Not as far as I was concerned,
1549. Did you hear any complaints about people not being able to mark their ballot-papers by reason of
the partial darkness! [ heard one or two say that it was getting dark in the voting compartments,
1550. Did you do anything to remedy it ¥ No; Mr. Crossing was there.
1551, So far as you are aware, there was no provision made for lighting? I did not know there was a
light there until after 6 o'clock,
L 1552,
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1552. How many voted after 6 o'clock 7 Three or four. There were three or four in the room immediately
the gun went. '
1553. Do you know of any attempt to prevent the people from voting T No.
1554, How many votes could one man record in a day! Between 700 and 800, if the voting was regular.
1555. You reckon that you polled about 100 an hour during the last three hours? Very nearly. We were
going at full speed. ‘
1556. Have you ever acted as Presiding Officer before! Yos; on'scveral occasions.
1557. Where? At the same booth, and at other places.
1558. How long has the school room been a booth? "I was Presiding Officer there at the last federal
election.
1539, Was it & booth in a former State election # I do not think so.
1560. So that you have only acted once prior to this? No; T have acted in other places in the electorate.
1561, Where ¥ At Hargraves. .
1562. Harve you ever acted before in the town of Mudgee at a State election§ Not as Presiding Officer.
1563, Or as poll-clerk? T was poll-clerk several years ago at the Court-house.
1564, How many boaths were there in the town of Mudgee at the State election prior to the last? Two—
the Court-house and the Town Hall.
1565, Has the alteration of the boundaries largely increased the number of voters? Yes; the women’s
franchise has,
1566. Irrespective of the women’s franchise, has the number been increased by the alteration of the
boundaries i Yes.
1567. Much? Yes, most decidedly.
1568, Chairman.] For that particular pelling-place? Yes; for Mudgee proper,
1569. Mr. Dacey.] You think that the male voters are larger in number than they were before? Yes.
1570. And thero were two booths under the old order of things 7 Yes.
1571, In view of the increased number of electors, do you think adequate provision was made by only
adding one more booth to the number hitherto provided? Ample, I think.
1572, Do you know who was in charge of the back door at the school-room | T could not say. There was
no occasion, except doring the last two hours, to look to it.
1573. Were you told by the Beturning Officer that his ton was his deputy ! He said, “ My son is here,
and perhaps he can assist you."
1574. Did the Returning Officer himself see his son putting your name on the ballot papers? 1 do not
think so. .
1575, What did you understand the Returning Officer to mean by saying, “My son will assist you " ;—did
you understand him to mean that his son would discharge the duties of Presiding Officer in conjunction
with you? Yes; it was only just beforp 6 o'clock that he initialled a few ballot-papers.
1576. And you had no objection to people assisting you and signing your initials? I tried to get through
with the crush.. : :
1577. Was there anyone else besides Mr. Crossing, junior, who had anything to do with the ballot-papers 1
No.
1578. When a voter came to the table, did you sec that the number on his elector’s right tallied with the
check roll on every occasion? Yes :
1579. How long did you say it would take a voter to vote from the time he came to the table, you asking
who he was, and he producing his elector’s right 7 About a minute, if he were on the roll for tho Mudgee
Division. ;
1580. M. Oakes.] You say that Mr. Crossing, junior, signed your name to a number of hallot-papers? He
put my initials on some.
1581, Why did he do that? To assist me.
1582, Did you leave the room? No,
1583, What work were you doing which prevented yon signing the ballot-papers? Finding the names on
the roll.
1584, Had you a poll clerk ¥ VYes.
1585. What was he doing? e was finding them too. 3r. Crossing was there about three minutes.
1586. How many times did he pat your initials on the ballot-papers? He did a certain bateh.
1587, Were you sitting at the same table? He was standing alongside me.
1588. And you saw what he was doing? Yes, _ :
1589. How many ballot-papers do you say he signed ! Not more than a dozen.
1590. 'Would you say he did not sign more than twenty ? 1 do not think so.
1591, Say thirty? No, he did not sign thicty. .
1592. Have you any idex of the number at all 7 T should say that he did not sign more thun twelve.
1593. Do you know what he signed them with? With a blue pencil.
1594. Do you know what he signed? «“P.W.” I think,
1595. Did you see one of the papers? I did at the time.
1596. Did you see it afterwards? As T handed it to the elector, I did.
1597. Did you notice then what be signed? My recollection is that he signed “P.W."
1598. And you do not think he signed more than a dozen? T do not.
1599, Chairman.] Would you be able to identify those hallot-papers upon which initials were not placed
by yourself? I can identify every one which has my initials.
1600, Can you discriminate between those initialled by Mr. Crossing and by yourself? Certainly.
1601. Mr. Morton.] How many people do you think came in by the back door? I do not know.
1602, But you know there were some} Yes. .
1603. Is it o fact that candles were bronght in for your use? I never knew there was a candle in the
place until after the booth was closed. ]
1604, Was it an understood thing that all the polling-booths in Mudgee were to close at 6 o'clock? Yes.
1605. And that the signal was to be the firing of the gun? Yes
1606. And you depended entirely on the firing of the gun as to when you should close? Yes.
1607. So that you did not know hy your own watch whether it was & o'cleck or five minutes past when the
booth closed? No. 1608.
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1608, From whom did you receive instructions to stop when the gun was fired? From the Refurning

Officer. '

1609. Do vou know how many votes were polled at the A to F booth? 628

1610. And at the Court-house the number was 6407 Yes.

1611, Can you give any reason why you should only poll 500 votes, whilst the otler booths pelled #40 and
6281 Simply because the people were not there for me to take their votes,

1612. Were any complaints made to you that a number of people were waiting to vote and eould not?

Not until about 5 o'clock. .

1613: Did Mr. Crossing, senior, come to see you many times during the day? Yes; but I do not know

how many times. '

1614, Have you any idoa what brought him? No,

1615. Do you think it was his ordinary official duty which brought him?  Yes.

1616. Did you send for him{ No.

1617, Did any one send for him officially from your booth? No.

1618. Then you do not know what he came there for except in the discharge of his ordinary oﬂlcml duty 1

No; 1 presume he came to have a look.round,

1619, Were any red rights used in your booth$ No; I refused two or three which were tendered,

1620. Mr. Oakes.] When you returned the ballot-papers, used and unused, to the Principal Returning

Officer, did you seal them up? Yes.

1621. Did you use a seal? I used sealing-wax.

1622. But did you pnt a seal on the wax? I did not put any distinet mark upon it.

1623. Mr. Levy.| Did they provide you with a seal ! No,

1624, Clhairman.] Did you count the votes at your booth?  Yes.

1625. And give the numbers to the Principal Returning Officer? Yes, ‘

1626. The Presiding Officer at Gulgong evidently put a seal on the back of his parcel? 1 did not put any

on mine.

1627, Mr. Macdonell.] Were the lighting facilities as good in the voting compartnuent. as they were at the

table where you were sitting 1 The voting compartments were not 3 ya.rdq from my table.

1628, And, as far as the hghtmu arrangements are concerned, they would be as good in the compartmenis
as where Fou were! Yes.

1629. But no better? No.

1630, You say that at 530 a lamp was brought, and that it was of some service to you ;—you could not, 1

suppose, bave gone on until 6 o'clock w1t.hout a hn'ht? No.

1631. Did it not occur to you_that it was your duty to see that those who were to vote should have

facilities for seeing to do so? But Mr, Crossmg, senior, the Returning Officer, was there as well as myself.

1632. How long was he ther¢? From 5°15 to 6.

1633. Then you allowed him to make all arrangements for lighting?  Yes.

1634. You did not think it was your duty to see that the booth was properly lighted ? No,

1635. And yet you realised thatit would be useless for you to find the numbers and band the ballot-papers

to voters, if, when they rectived them, they were unable to see to record their vote ;—by deing 0 you would

not Le "ettluff further forward 1 No,

1636. Did it ot strike you that you would be furthering the voting facilities by seeing that the compart.

ments were properly lighted? The people wers voting regularly enourrh, whether they voted in the dark or

not. When I closed the booth, I found that candles were there, but [ did not know they were until after

6 o'clock.

1637. Supposing Mr. Crossing had not been there, would you have done anything to have the place lighted ?

Probably.

1638. Did you rely, to some extent, upon Mr, Crossing seeing that matters were properly attended t6 7

Yes ; when he saw the rush there.

1639. Mr. Piddington.] T understand that you have acted before at State elections, but not as Premdm"

Officer? T have acted as Presiding Officer nt Bargraves, but not in Mudgee.

1640. Yuir idea seems to bethat in the last three hours of the polling you got through somcthing like

300 votes, including eighteen ur twenty open vutes?  The majority of the eighteen or twenty open voters

voted in the last three hours.

1641, Have you ever kept up a pace liko that at any other election * No; T have never had accasion.

1642. Have you ever seen anything like that pace kept up for three hours? No.

1643, After 12:40p.m. you had nothing to go by but your estimate, so far as ascertaining the number of

voters is conecerned ¥ That is so.

1644. As a matter of fact, was not the crush of voters from 3 to & something the like of which you had

never seen before? 1t was,

1645. Awnd there was no attempt whatever inside the booth to impede the voting? No.

1646, They were all trying to get the work though? Yes.

1647. You did not think it was any part of your duty to see to the lighting arrangements? I did not.

1648, You thought everything was to be provided for you to enable you to discharge your duties as Presiding

Officer? Yes.

1649. You did not depa.rt from your duty as Presiding Officer of handing out ballot-papers and ‘serntinising

electors’ rights and numbers to do anything in the way of providing ]lﬂ'hts? No; I did not leave my duty.

1650. And, as a matter of fact, you did nob provide yourself with a lamp? No.

1641, Althoutrh it fell dark somewhere about 5 o'clock ¥ Yes, or a little after.

1652. Did Mr. Crossing bring you a lamp after 5 o’clock, at your request? No.

1653. He brought it.on his own account? Yes.

1654 Did lie tell you that anyene had said that it was likely to be datk?  No.

1653, Did he bring it as if he intended to bring it all along?  Yes.

1636. And before the lamp was brought it was falhn g dark? T was not impeded in any way.

1657, But were you tinding a daﬂ'l(,ulty in doing your duty? The lamp was necessary when it cume.

1653, But only just nec(":‘smv? Yes.

1649, You were so busy lookmo after your dutigs that you did not even notice that eandles were brought

into the booth? No,

1660. You know they were not there when the voting started? Yes, 0 T 1661,
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1681, And some one brought them in and lighted them withoud you noticing them ¥ Yes.

1662, I may take it that during the last hour you were working as hard as ever you d:d in your life? I
was,

1663. You say you heard people making a noise? Yes,

1664. And they were making a4 nnise about getting in to vote? I suppose so.

1665, And that was fully an lour befure the polling closed?  Yes,

1666. Did you hear Mr. Haynes’ voice outside? Yes. .

1667. What was he saying? [ beard i, at the back door, saying “ Hurry up.” He made that remark
once or twice,

1668, Was the rate of voting sensibly greater from 5 to 6 than at any other time? No; we were going
as hard as we could. '

1669. 1t was ding-dong vobing? Yes.

1670. At what time did you Tirst notice that people werve coming in the back way ? Not until about 5
o'clock.

1671, Did you stop it as soon ns you saw it? Yes; Mr. Cmssmg came then, and I asked him to stop it.
1672. How long was it after you noticed the people coming in at the back door before Mr. Cressing,
senior, arriv red?t 1t was about 5 o'clock when he came.

1673. Was it accidental that he came in the nick of time, just as you noticed the back-door arrivals? I
did not say that he came in at the pick of time. I tried to stop it.

1674. Did it occur in this way : that you looked up when Mr. Crossing came in and had a chat with him %
I bad a word with himn-~not a chat,

1675. Was it at that time, when he came in, and you spoke to him hurriedly, that you first noticed the

arrivals by the back door? No. I had seen Mr. Crossing a couple of times before that.

1676. You say that Mr. Crossing came at 5 o’clock with a lamp? Yes.

1677. And he remained until the closing of the pott] Yes, as far as I know,

1678. Was it when Mr. Crossing came with the lamp about 5 o'clock that you, for the first time, nohced
people coming in at the back door ;—Iig not that how it cccurred?  Probably.

1679. You were 5o busy that it was not until the short interruption caused by Mr. Crossing coming in with
the lamp that you noticed people coming in at the back door? Yes; there iz no doubt t.hey came in
before that.

1680. But not to your knowledge? No. I saw one or two coming in when I told Mr. Crossing.

1681. Previous to the mterrupmon caused by Mr. Crossing’s arrival with the lamp, you were 50 busy that
you did not notice people coming in at the back door ! 1 noticed a few.

1682. But subsequently you noticed them coming in more strongly ! Yes.

1683. And then you got Mr, Crossing to put a stop to it? I noticed them coming in before Mr. Crossing
brought the lamp, and when he brought it I asked him to stop it.

1684, Where was your table situated ¥ About opposite the exit door, and nearer to the exit deor than the

entrance door
1685, How many windows were there in the reom? Two in one wall and one in another.

1686. The peoplc who were voting in the compartment would be standing with their backs to )our table?

Yes.

1687. And how many feet away from your table were the compart.menbs? The first compartment would
be about 3 or 4 yards away.

1688. Do you think a wman standing with his back to the table, and a kerosene lamp 3 or 4 yards away,
would have any light from the lamp? The kerosene lamp was of no _use to people in the compartment.
1689, Afr. Levy.] “Did any voters complain that they could not see? Not to me.

1690. Mr. Piddington.] But you said in your examination-in-chief, “I heard one or two say it was oet.tmg
dark " ;—were they iu the voting compa;'tments? They were not ta,llim" to me.

1631. But they were complmmng-—-growhn if you like to put it in “that way ! We will put it in t.hat
way.

1692. Do you know how many candles were in the ecompartment?  No ; but I think each one had a piece
of candle,

1693. Did you notice the position of the constables towards the end of the voting? No. Constable McRae
was at the front door. :
1694. Did you see him stationed at the back door at any timwe? No.

1695. You were not gttending to that matter, I suppose? Na.

1696, Mr. James.] Did the voting slacken off between 5 and € o'clock, or did it keep up at the same rate ?
Tt kept up at the same rate.

1697. Is it true that during the last half-hour less people voted than in the previous half-hour? No.

1698. They kept up pretty “well all through ¥ Yes.

1699. Ts it true that three votes were taken every twenty-five minutes whilst the crush was on'? \70
1700. Were the people inside the booth delayed at all in voting? No. |

1701. They got their papers and voted in the ordinary course “withous any delay or block inside? ¥es;
there was 1o block inside.

1702. I soppose chere would have been a block if they had been allowed to come in more than six at a
time? Yes. .

1703, What, in your opinion, was the reason some people left without voting? Simply because they did
1ot come in he morning. and vote regularly all*day.

1704, Ts it a fact that there were nob more than a dozen or fifteen persons admitted into the booth duung
an hour? Not uoless it was in the morning.

1703. The question was asked of one of the witnesses:  How many people were admitted to the .booth
during the bour you were there?” The answer given wag: “ T could not say—of course, every one was
not tweuty -five minutes in voting~-but, perhaps, not more than a dozen or fifteen ” ;-—is that truc?, ho
1706. Isic a fact that any one, after getting their nnmber, had to wait any length of time for their eloctor’s
right? No,

1707. Did you retain anyone’s clector's right after they had got their number? No.

1708. Is it a fact that not wore than twelve or thirteen people polled per hour during the last three hours?
No i that is nob true. 1709,
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1709. 1 suppose that scrutineers were present represenling each candidate ? Yes.
1710. What happgned to the scrutineers in ragard to keeping check I They could not keep time.
1711. Did they not get all behind, and were unable to keep up? Yes. About half-past 4 o'clock they
closed their rolls,
1712. Who was your poll-clerk? Mr. Travers, an ex-constable of police.
1713. Was he a good poll-clerk ¥ Yes; he was the smartest man I have had.
1714. Could he keep up with you? Yes.
1715. Mr. Piddington.] Apart from challenging votes, what would a scrutineer be doing? Marking the
names off the roll. |
1716, And about 4-30 they got tired? They could not find the names fast encugh.
1717. Do you think they gave it up because it was dark? No.
1718, It was simply because you and the poll-clerk outpaced them? Yes.
1719. You could do all you had to do in less time than they could find the names and mark them off?
Yes.
1720, Were they enjoying the same light as you at the same table? Yes.
1721. Mr. Dacey.] With regard to the votes which were initialled by Mr. Crossing, junior, who checked
the rights by the check roll? T did; he simply initialled them, and I handed out the ballot-papers after
checking the number on the roli.
1722. You checked the number on the check roll? Yes, in every case. He simply initialled the ballot-
papers for me.
1723. Are you aware that the parcels of voting papers have to be sealed with a seal before they are sent
to Sydney ! No. I had no seal to put on; but I sealed the paper with sealing-wax.
1724. The Act says that you shall “seal up the several parcels”! T took that to mean sealing up the
parcel. I had no seal, but T had sealing-wax,
1735, Mr. Oakes.] Who suggested that these ballot-papers should be signed by Mr. Crossing, junior! He
did it himself. He suggested to me whether it could be doue, shortly before 6 o’clock. He told me thers
were a good few waiting outside.
1726. At what time? 545,
1727, With the idea of assisting you in the control of the election, he suggested that he should sign the
ballot-papers§  Yes,
1728. What nnswer did you give? T said % All right.”
1729, Did he take the ballot-papers away? No ; he stood by the side of me, and put bis initials on, and I
handed them to the eleetors as T found their names on the roll.
1730. Did he initial all the ballot-papers from 545 to 67 No; only a certain number, and then he left
then and went out.
1731. You initialled some between 545 and 6% Yes.
1732. And all that Mr. Crossing did was to initial soms of them between 545 and 67  Yes; he initialled
for about two minntes and left the papers with me.
1733. Mr. Levy.] Did he initial them before the voters came up to vote? Certainly.
1734, Mr. Piddington.] What time could be sived by that, except the mere act of your scrawling the
words “ P.A.W.” ;—how often do you think you could write your initials in a minute? A good few times,
1735. And ali that Mr. Crossing did by way of expediting things was to sign your initials for you on ballot-
papers before voters came to the table? Yes.
1736. At the close of the poll, had you any ballot-papers so initialled left over? No,
1737, Were the people coming up to the table so fast that you needed apother man to sign your initials
No.
" 1738. Was there any difficulty with the women who were voting with which you had to cope? No, nothing
out of the way.
1739. Did it not sometimes occur that the women were very crowded whilst voting, and that you had to
see that they came up separately? Ihad to go to the compartments two or three times to prevent two
women going in together,
1740, Tgnorant of the fact, T suppose, that they could only go into separate compartments? VYes
1741. Barring that, Lhad you any trouble with the women voters? No, only with the open voters,
1742. Did Mr. Crossing, senlor, suggest that you should have another poll-clerk? Yes,
1743. And you asked him if he had another check roll? Yes.
1744, If you had had another poll-clerk and check roll, would that have made any difference in the voting ?
I do not think so.

1 745, Mr. James.] You would still have had to issue the ballot-papers?  Yes,
1746, Chatrman.] And you would enly have six people in the booth ab a time? Yes.
1747, Mr. Oakes. } How many ballot-papers did you have from the Returning Officer to carry on the
election at the school-house?  Abount 600, T think.
1748, T understand that the number of ballot-papers transmitted to you was 5007 That may be right.
1749, Fifty-three ballot papers were written? I did not write them,

. 1750. ¥ive hundred ballot-papers were used, and that left fifty-three unused? Just before 6 o'clock
Mz, Crossing brought up some type-written ballot- -papers.
1751, You sent out evidently to get typa-written ballob-papers? Mr. Crossing thought of that, and brought
tifty-three type-written papers along. I simply used the number I got—500.
1752. What time was it when Mr. Crogsing thought you might noeed extra papers? A little after 5
o'clock.
1753, Mr. Macdonell.] Did you give any instructions to the officers in charge of the door only to admit
men, on an intimation from you that there was room, or had they authority themselves to allow men to
come in when there was space for them ! I told them that they were to let them in when there was space
for them,

Henry
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Henry Crossing, called in, sworn, and examined :—

1754, Chairman.] You were the Returning Officer at Mudgee on the occasion of the Iast election? Yes.

1755. On the 13th August last, you wrote a letter on the subject of the polling to the Under Secretary

Yes.

1756. Will you look at the letter and see whether you desire to qualify it in any way | Noj; it is correct.

175%7. 1 suppose you also saw a letter from Mr. Richards which was published in the Daily Peleyraph? . 1

do not think I did. :

l13758. Do you recognise this letter [ Mr. Richards' letter produced)? Yes; I believe I have seen that letter
efore.

1759. Do you endorse the statements made in that letter 7 I do not know that I do. I have never read

it with the idea of endorsing them.

1760. Read the letter and see if you can endorse it? There is nothing very much to object to in it.

'1761. How long have you been a Returning Ofticer ¥ Well on to twenty years.

1762, Then, you will have conducted seven or eight or more general elections ¥ Yes.

1763. Have your arrangements ever been complained of before 7 Not that I am aware of.

1764, You knew, when the last general election was to take place, that the constituency had doubled in

consequence of the female vote? Yes,

1765. And you supposed that you had made sufficient provision for all that? Yes.

1766. Have you any rcason to doubt that you had made sufficient provision ¢ No ; I am quite satisfied.

1767. It is evident, according to the evidence, that many people were not able to vote at 6 o'clock? A

few, not many, were unable to vote at the Public School.

1768. With that knowledge, you still think that your provision was quite ample? I am quite satisfied it
was. They should have attended in time.

1769. You mean that they should have attended in a regular stream tliroughout the day instead of voling
during the last three hours ¥ Yes. :

1770. How many polling-places had you before the last elegtion ?. T'wo hooths.

1771. Were they working up to their full capacity ? No; one polled 486 votes, and the other 439 votes—

total, 925. .
1772.-You had knowledge, of course, that these numbers would be doubled? No; I did not think the
women voters would add more than 50 per cent. or 60 per cent. They voted more freely than T thouglt
they would. At the sawe time, we were prepared to take 800 to 900 voters at cach voting place—that is,
as long as there was no hitch.

1773. You have had experience as 2 Presiding Officer before? Yes. I think good officera are capable of
taking at least 100 votes an hour. They say, at the Court-house, on this occasion 200 votes were polled in
an hour and five minutes. That statement was made by one of Mr. Haynes’ scrutineers.

1774. Then, you must consider the officials very smart men ? It is pretty good work ; of course, I do not
know anything about it myself.
1775. Mr. Haynes has stated in his evidence :— _

When I eaw the state of affairs there, I obtained a vehicle and drove back to the Returning Officer, and demanded
that something should be done, The Returuing Officer was not presiding at any booth, but was moving avout from one
booth to the other. I drove up to him and asked him to come and see what was going on at the Publie Sehool.  He did
so, and I drove after him. About half an hour had elapsed, and when I ecame back [ found the same persons in the
cortidor who were there previously. 1 spoke to severzl of them ; I found they were not able either to advanee or gat
out. I called the attention of the Returning Officer to the matter, and he said : * T think the thing will go along all
right, and if it does not I will make some provision later hy which they will be able to vote.”

? T thought that if T could help them in any way I would do so.

1776, In what way ! By putting another officer there to assist.
1777, Bat you saw that there was a bloek there at that time? Yes, there was a block.
1778. Mr. Haynes continued :

. I then went back to the other places, and I found the complaint with regard te the crush, about 3 o'clock in the
afternoon, pretty general. T found the crush distinct at the Court-bouse, The people were erammed in trying to get
to vote. I went to the Town Hall again, and found the same condition of affairs there, although the erush was dessening,

I made a circuit of the booths about twenty times, and every time I came to the Public School I found the same crush,

-In one hour I found the same persons in the corridor trying to reach the booth. I then drove back again to Mr, Crossing,
the Returning Officer, and demanded that he should give the people facilitics for voting. I followed lim to the place,
This was repeated three or four times. I insisted on the Returning Officer coming down. On the last occasion I came
down, I went round to the back of the huilding, and found that soms persoms, associated with Mr, Richards’ party, had
introduced voters by the back way.

T suppose you know nothing about the latter part of that? I know a little,
1779, But what about the conveniences of voting ;-—~does that cvidence properly describe the position? I

“think something of the kind mentioned took place.

1780. Tell us what you know # T saw that voters were coming in by the back door. When I saw them,

Mr. Haynes was round there, and if he had any objection he never said anything aboutit to me. I suppose
he knew something about it ; that is my conclusion, at any rate, I went there a second and third time,
and Mr. Haynes was there on two occasions, when odd voters were walking in. I put a stop toit. I put
a constable there, but he did not remain there.

178]. Did you give him instructions not to allow anyone to come in by that way? Yes; he went there
and stopped them. When T went there on the second occasion the same thing was going on, and that is
why the people were delayed so long in the porch. A good few voters went in that way, T believe.

1782. Mr, Haynes also stated :—

The Returning Officer was standing at my side, and 1 challenged him about the situation, and I distinctly toid
him that if the voting was close his arrangements would break down, aod that there would be need for another election,
ag there would be a collapse of the voting.

1 T think that is correct.
1783. Further on, Mr. Haynes said :(—

He deliberated for a moment, and said, “ I think I will appoint another place for them to vote at in the town."
After a few moments, he said, **No, I do not think I can do that; I am afraid it will vitiate the election™; and so the
proceedings went on,

Is that correct ¥ Yes; something of that kind. There was also a little crush at the other two places, and
yet they polled well there, At the Court-house 641 votes were taken, and only two votes were recorded
during the last fifteen minutes,

47033 1720 1784,
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1784. What about the conveniences of getting into the polling-booths?  There was just as much
convenience at one place as at the other.
1785. Mr. Haynes says in lis evidence :—

1 should say that the corridor would hold twenty to twenty-five persous, and they were jammed up tight. I went
right to the edge of the crowd, and found they could not move backwarda or forwards, and women in the corridor were
erying out to be allowed to get out. I saw one women come out of the place after being there, as she stated, an hour or
an hour and a half. Ier dress was torn, and she was walking up and down, endeavouring to get breath. Men fought in
the corridor for u considerzble time. I am able to state that I eaw people in the corridor for one hour, and they did eot
vote, I met several persons who had eome to the hooth to vote at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. I remarked to them, I
will assist you to get your vote”; it made no difference to me for whom they voted. They weat over to see what chance
they had. There was no prospect of voting, and they went away.

Can you deny or affiem that ¥ I know there was a crush in the porch.

1786. Had you any reports made to you as to the number who were not able to vote ? No. 1 went out
immediately afterwards and counted those who were about, and there were twenty-five; but whether they
all wanted to vote or not I do not know,

1787. Do you think the fact that the three polling-places were a considerable distance from one another
eansed any delay in voting ! No.

1788. I mean as to the people knowing which was the proper place at which to vote? I have heard of one
person going to the wrong place ; but I thinlk everything was well known,

1789. What steps did you take for mnking the matter public§ Advertising in the local newspapers.

1790. Were there any posters in the town? No. The different polling-places had letters placed over
them. The places were generally known. I never heard anyone sny they did not know them. I am quite
satistied there was not a vote lost throngh that.

1791, We have it in evidence that townrds the evening some delay was caused at the schoolroom threagh
want of light # When I went there and found the light was getting a little dull, I got the woman who
looks ofter the Luilding to take a lamp in. )
1792. But you did not make any arrangements in the morning for the time when it must necessarily
become dark ¢ Noj; it was the Presiding Officer’s duty to see that he had light there.

1733. The Presiding Officer does not geem to think so ¥ I never tronbled about it before, anyhow,

1794, We have evidence of something being done by your son ;—what position did he hold during the
election? I sent him up to assist the Fresiding Oflicer in any way he could. -
1795. What was his ofiicial position ;—was he sworn in for any particular position? Yes; as assistant
Presiding Officer, T think. I told bim to assist in any way he could.

1796. Mr. Oakes.] Who was your Deputy Returning Oflicer ¥ Mr. P. A, Webb.

1797. He was the Presiding Oflicer ;—had not you a Deputy Returning Ofiicer? I had an assistant, Mr.
McDenald, but he was presiding at the Town Hall,

1798. What was the ofticial position held by your sont T hardly know what position he held

1799. Mr. Oakes.] When you supplied the return to the Coloninl Secretary’s Department, what position
did you describe your son to hold in that return? I am not sure whether it was assistant poll-clerk
or not.  Atany rate he signed a declaration.

1500. Can you tell me what fee lie got for the day T I do not remember.

1801, Chairman.] What did he do j=-whnt were his dutics ! He went there to assist Blr, Webb in any
way he could.

1802, Was that all he did during the day ¥ Yes.

1803, He was not at any other booth ¥ No; he wag only there for, T think, about half an heur.

1804. He was not anywhere continuously ¥ No. .
1803. Mr. Oakss.] When you received the writ in regard to the holding of the election, did you take a
room in Mudgee? No; I used my own office,

1806, Are you slways in that office? 1f T am not there, my deputy is.

1807. Who is your deputy ? Mr, MeDonald.

1808. And he wps sworn in as your deputy to take the nominationsat your office? ¥es; and to do
anything in my absence.

15809, Then Mr. McDonald was elected to that doty, sud not your sen?  Yes,

1810. Chairmen.] What arrangements did you make for closing the poll? I think they were to go by the
gun-time.

1811. Ts a gun fired in Mudgee every night at 6 o'clock? Yes; and T had arranged with the telegraph
master to be precise about it, and I took the time as well.

1812, Did you give any instructions as to whether those who were in the booth at 6 o'clock were to be
allowed to vote or notf I did net give any instructions about it. Personally, T should never favour
anyone voting after 6 o'clock, but I suppose that those who are in a booth should vote, if necessary, after
6 o'clock.

1813. Mr. Haynes was asked a question :—

You were not concerned in any way in the polling arrangements?
His answer was :—

Certainly not. I stood at the back door and called on the Roturning Officer abiout forty times, demn.udin_g that the
people should be permitted to vote. At last T got the Keturning Officer's deputy—1 think he must have been h.ls deputy,
or he would not have been permitted Lo enier the building—Y refer to the Returning Officer’s son—and asked him to eall
upon hig father to provide another place, as there was no prospect of getting the people in to vote.  The Returning Oﬁ'lcel‘
said he would provide a place for them, or allow them to vote at one of the other pluees. Afterwards I told him thatif he
did not pravide a place it wounld vitiate the election, as the people were therc to vote, and he had not provided them with
the means for voting,

In spite of all this evidence, which you do net deny, you still say t-hat, in your opinion, you had made
sufficient arrangeinents for the election? 1 am quite sure about it, to take not only 600 but 800 or 900
votes.

1814, M. (akes.] You had a booth at the Town Hall, at which you were the Presiding Officer ;—did your
son agsist there 9 No; nowhere, except at the schoolreom, and 1 do not know what he did there.
1815, Chairman.] Another witness, Mr. John Clarence Pauling, wns asked the following questions :—

‘Were you present ag the O to Z hooth at the Pullic School, Mudgee, on the day of the election? Yes. .
Are you a qualitied voter? Yes, Did
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Did you attempt to vote there? Yes.

At what time? About 3 o'clock,

What did you find when you got there? There was o big crowd, and I could not get into the polling-booth, I
stayed there until about five past 4. :

During all that time, were you waitiug your turn to get inbs the polling-place ? Yes.

You were not going away and returning, but yon were continuously awongst the erowil waiting to get in? Yes.

What did you do at five past 47 I returned to my shop and stayed there until about 5 o'clocl.

Did yon then go back to the polling-place ?  Yes,

What was the state of things there when you got back ?  About the same as when 1 firat want,

What did you do? 1 forced my way into the erowd, the same as I did before, and stayed there until 6 o'clock,

Were you able to vote ? No.

You stayed there until the doors were closed? Yes,

When the doors were closed, how many people were amongst the crowd ?  About fifty.

Waore they persons known to you as residents of Mudgee?  Yes.

And to all appearances they were trying to get to vote? Yes,

Did you hear any expressions amgn%_st the crowd ? I Leard one woman sing ont that she was suffocating.

{‘.eDld you hear any expressions of indignation, or anything of that sort? Only people singing out that they wanted

to vote. :
1 T never heard anything about that. There was a crush; but I do not think therc would be anything
like half that number there.
1816. Did anyons but Mr. Haynes complain to you that day? Yes; Mr. Richards, and several others
when the crush was on ; but I cculd net see any way of altering matters then. At nearly every election
there is a crush for an hour or two in she afternoon.  Most people do not go to vate until afeer dinner.
1817. Had you ever a crush like this before? I do not think so.
1818. The whole of the arrangements were loft absolutely in your hands? Yes; and T made quite
sufficient provision for the conduct of the election. Of course, if people choose to keep away until the lass
two or three hours, it is their own fault,
1818. Whilst you have been acting as Returning Officer, you have had people wishing to record their votes
openly? Yes.
1820. How long do you think it ought to take an ordinary Presiding Officer to get through a vote of -that
kind? About a couple of minutes. I have often taken them. '
1821, T suppose something depends on the amount of intelligence of the parties’ Yes. T have seen some
of them go through very quickly.
1822 Mr. Decey.] Were you in the Public School when the poll closed 7 Yes.
1823. Did you see people voting there after 6 o’clock T There were two or three votes after 6 oclock, T
told the presiding officer to close by the gun. I stood with my watch in my hand at the door, and I said,
“I want o stop this immediately at 6 o'clock ; we will listen for the gun.” Neither of us heard it, and
when it was three minutes past 6, I slipped out to the front and asked someonc if they had heard the gun,
and they said yes. Wo had been listening for the gun, and we did not hear it. I called to the Returning
Officer to close, as time was up.
1824. The votes polled after G o'clock, then, were not polled with your sanction? - Any polled up to that
time were. I do not know what votes were polled after 6 o'clock, -
1823, Had you been there all the time you would not have allowed anyone to vote after 6 o'clock ¥ No;
except one or two who might have been in the booth.
1826. Did you furnish a seal to the officers?  Yes,
1827. Did you furnish one to Mr. Webb? I expect so.
1828, If he says you did not, would he be correct? He might be; T am not positive about it.  Nearly all
this detail work I leave to my deputy. I supervise matters, and everything is put before me before it is
sanctioned,
1829, With regard to the lighting of the school—tho people who went into the balloting compartments had
the light at their back ¥ No, in frong, I think., I know therc are some windows where the comparbtments
were. 1t was not too well lighted, but it was fairly lighted.
1830. Have you a distinct recollection of seeing a window where the compartments are 7 I will not besure.
1831. But you were there when it got dark? Yes, and they were using candles and lamps,
1832. Did you order candles? No, T ordered lnmps. I carried one lamp in myself, and I asked a woman
in charge of the place to get another. '
1833. Had the people who were in the compartment sufficient light at that time? I think so. It was not
as good as it is here, but it was fair lighting.
1834. I suppose you will admit that if it was necessary to have a light for the Presiding Officer, it was
also necessary for the voters? I think it was necessary at that time in all the hooths.
1835. Was it possible, under the circumstances of the abnormal rush, for the Presiding Officer to furnish
lights? It was enough for him to call for a light if he wanted it. He did not want it, I suppose, ‘
1836, Whom did you put in charge of the back door? One of the constables.
1837. What time was that? Between 4 and 5 o'clock.
1838. And prior to that, there was no one guarding the back door? INo. :
1839. Did you make any provision for the Presiding Officers to study their instructions? Yes, shey all got
their books some days hefore the polling.
1840. If the Electoral Officer in Sydney says it was a fair thing for a Presiding Officer to poll 500 votes in
ten hours, wonld you say that it is a fair thing to poll 1,000% T would not say 1,000.
1841. Were you at the Court-house during the heavy polling there? Yes. On this oceasion, many people
did not take the trouble to send in their numbers which would have heen o great help. I had to make
arrangements.  We have nothing to do with that ; it is the candidate’s work.
1842. Would you be surprised to know that in every polling-booth in 8ydney they had an outside clerk
‘We have never done it until this occasion.
1843. You have never bad an authorised man outside? Nevar.
1844. Siill you recognise how it facilitates the voting if a reliable number is handed to the presiding officer
Yes. .
1845. How many votes waere polled in Mudgee at the State election in 190117 925 votes ab two booths,
1846. And how many were polled on the last gceasion? 1,769, votes. :
1847, Nearly double f Yes.

1848,
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1848, Tn view of the number of alectors being doubled, do you think it was reasonable accommodation to
make to only give them one extra booth? T think so, T think it would make things much worse to have
all the booths in one building.

1849, What is the size of the Court-house? It is a large building.

1850. Was there anything to prevent your having all the booths thera? I think there would have been a
greater crush than ever if they had been there.

1851, Seeing that in Sydney we poll 2,000 or 3,000 votes in one building, should there be any difficulty
about it? There must be, unless you have a grent many ways in and out. I think it is a mistake to bring
the people together too much,

1852, You do not think it is likely to cause a person to lose his vote by going to one place ot the last
moment, and then discovering he should have gone somewhere else? I do not think one vote was lost in
that way.

1853, \{Then you divided the Mudgee electorate into letters, on what basis did you aet? In order as near
as possilile to divide the number of votes equally.

1854. What made you send 700 voting papers for the initials G to N, and only 500 for theinitials O to Z?
‘Wa sent 600 to each place, but T had to provide some more.

1855. You sent 700 voting-papers for the letters G to N, and 500 for the initials O to Z ; thatis according
to your own return ;-—some were retained at Loth polling-places ¥ I think 600 were sent to each place. 1
think there must be some mistake,

1856. What were Mr. Webb’s duties at the school-house ag Presiding Officer? To take the votes.

1857. What would you expect him to do if an eleetor came in } He had to initial the ballot-papers,

1858. Ts anyone else empowered to initial them? No, he is supposed to initial them.

1859. No one is authorised to initial the ballot-papers but Mr. Webb? I never authorised anything in the
matter, but it is generally understood that the Presiding Officer should do it.

1860. You stated, in your retarn, that you made provision for 800 or 900 votes being polled at the school-
house! Yes.

18G1. Mr. McTatyre, Chiof Electorat Officer, gave the following evidence :—

The Returning Officer says he made provision for 900 votes to be recorded in that booth. Do you think it is possible
to take 000 votes in ten iours? No. T do not think it has ever been done.  Newtown is the highest I have ever heard of.
I do not think they have exceeded 500 anywhere.

1 There is proof against that at the Court-louse. They did not take many votes in the carly part of the day.
1862, Later on Mr. Brinsley Hall asked Mr, McIntyre the question :—

Do you say 500 is a record votg for one man ?
The answer was :—
I examined the Newton records the other day. There were four booths there and the highest poll was under 500.

Your returns for the previous elections were 486 votes and 430 votes T Yes, and they were taken without
any trouble. T have always noticed that just aftee luncheon there is a bit of a rush.
1863, Mr. Piddington.] Do you know this scebion of the Act:

The Returning Offizer or Deputy, the poll-clerks, and the serutineers, and not more than six voters being at the

time actnally engaged in voting, to be designated, if necessury, by the Returning Officer or Deputy, shall be perniitted to
enter or remain &t any one time in any polling-room during the taking of the poll.

7 Yes. )

1864, In the teeth of that did you send your son into the poliing-room? Yes.

1865. Persons entitled to be present in the polling-room are the Returning Officer or his Deputy. Your
son was not a deputy? No.

1866. And he was not a poli-clerk ¥ T hardly know his position, but you can see by his declaration,

1867. Can you say whether he was a poli-clerk or not? You can soe by his declaration.

1868, Cannot you tell the Committes ¢ 1 eannot tell you. I sent him there in a hurry, and I do not
know what he signed, )

1869, Will you tell the Committee whether or not your son was a poll-clerk? T cannot tell you,

1870. You swear positively that you do not know? I do not know positively just now, but his declaration
will show.

1871, Have you not already sworn that you sent him there to assist in any way? Yes,

1872. And in the teeth of that, do you still say he may have been a poll-clerk for all you know $ I do not
know what declaration he signed. It was done in a burry. :

1873. T am asking what you sent your son there to do? To help in any way he could.

1874. Not specially as o poll-clerk ¥ Tn any way he could,

1873, And he was not a scrutineer?  No,

1876. And he was not one of six volers “at the time actually engaged in voling ”?  No,

1877. And you sent him into the polling booth under those circumstances? To assist in any way he could,
and no votes were lost throngh it.

1878. At what hour of the day did you send him? About 5-30.

1870, Was not the reason why you tock this extreme step of sending your son there at that hour of the
day the fact that there was every prospect of a collapse of the voting?  Yes,

1880. And the only reason you can give for the comparately small vote at the Public School is, that people
did not come there in time to vote? Yes.

1881. Is there any provision in the Act obliging people to come earlier than 3 oclock? No. There is
nothing to prevent them coming at the last hour.

1882, You know, as a matter of fact, that under the Act people can come at any hour they like? Yes,
1883. And, as a matter of practice, the majority come in the afternoon? Yes.

1884. 1f you had provided four instead of three booths, would there have been any voter whetever unable
to record his vote? None whatever if we had the same facilities.

1885, Then if their had been four booths, every voter would have been able to record his vote? Very
likely.

18586. What calculation did you go upon with regard to the women voters increasing the polling? I
thought we should have an increase of about 50 per cent,

1887,
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1887. Have you any reason in the world for supposing that, when the number of voters was practically
doubled by the inclusion of women, the total vote would only be increased by 50 per cent, 7 Yes. I did
not consider women woukl be very likely to take it up at the first, and that was the general opinion,
1888. Have you paid any attention at all to the question of women voting? A little. They voted more
freoly than I thought they would.
188%. Do you not know, ns a matter of fact, that in every State where women has had a vote, they have
always voted at the first election more heavily than men? No.
1890. Do T understand you to say that you leave most things to your deputy, Mr. McDonald? Yes.
1891, You would not give up the whole of you time to them? Certainly not—not the whole of it; it is
not likely. .
1892. Ygu leave your arrangements t5 your deputy officer! Yes; and he is the most competent man in
the State.
1893. Did you leave to him the arrangement of the number of booths? I sanctioned everything.
1894. Did you leave the matter of arranging for three booths to the deputy, or did you determine upon it
youraelf 7 I determined upon it myself.
1895. And you determined on having the Public School as the polling-bootht He might have
recommended that.
1896. Has it not been your experience at every alection, that by far the greater majority of votes is cast in
the afternoon? Yes.
1897, So that, taking twice the number of persons who voted in 1901—that is 935-—there would be an
expected poll of 1,850% Yes.
1898. You made your choice of three polling-booths in the expectation that the women vote would only
add 50 per cent. to the tota) polled? Yes., I consider the other two booths were capable of taking the
lot as far as that goes.
1899. "Lhat is, if people would start at 8 o'clock and vote at the same regular rate all through the day ? Yea.
1900. Have you ever in your life known any election where that took place? No.
1901. At double your poll for 1901, you would have expeeted 1,850 voters ;—did you expect that number §
No.
1902, You did not expect 1,7591 I did not think there would be as many.
1903. Did you form any estimate as to what would be the total poll of those on the roll for the Mudgee
division! About 50 per cent., but it was really more—about 60 per cent.
1904, You did not make provision for all the electors recording their vote, but for only one-half? Not for
the whole of them.
1905. T suppose you know that at times some elections are more keenly contested than others, and that
during the last week the keenness of the contest increases 1 Yes.
1906. And yet you say you deliberately made provision for only one- half the electors to vote? Yes;
because I have it on the best of authority that in the maost keenly vontested elections not more than 30 to
60 per cent. of the voters on the roll are recorded.
1907. You say you are certain that nobody, by reason of the different booths being at a distance f"om each
other, was unable to vote? Y do not think they were,
1908. As o matter of fact, during the last hour, were you not continuously at the Pablic School? Up to
the last hali-hour, at any Tate.
1909, You have spoken about the vote at the Court-liouse ;—are you aware that during the whole ‘of the
afternoon voters were allowed in the Court-house without any restriction in regard to them? I do not
think so.
1910. Were you in the Court house booth during the afternoon? Yes.
1911. How often? Three or four times.
1912. For how long at a time? Two or three minutes, or a little more.
1913, Ts it true that during the afternoon there was a string of voters from the entrance of the Court-house
polling-hooth to the table where Mr. Carmichacl was s1l.t1n"? I de not think so.
1914, Will you contradict it on oath? No; I never saw myt!ung to complain about, or T would have
drawn attention to it.
1915, Taking the same number of volers in the Mudgee Division as therc were last election, would you
dream of ccmuuctmn' an election again with only three polling-booths ¥ T am sure it would go throu"h right
enough. I make a provision for another now, but, still, I think, three is sufficient.
1916, T iv true that the crush at the schoolroom was going on from 3 o'clock to 67 Yes.
1917. Tf the statement that thirtyfive clectors lost their right to vote is trne, do you seriously say there is
nothing to quarrel with about the election? Their votes could have been taken- as you can see by the
polhng at the other two places. :
1918, Do you seriously say that with thirty-five persons excluded from voting, ample provision was made
for taking the poll? Yes, T still say so.
1919. Some of those persons after waiting an hour, went away and returned, and you say they had nothing
to complain of ! The police constable can tell yon that some of the men who gave evidence hers were
walking about there for hours without giving their votes, A man named Patterson, for instance, was
walkmg abous for two or three hours,
1920. Do you say seriously that you believe every clector in the Mudgee division who took reasonable
pains to vote, had an opportunity of voting? You can quite understand ‘that if they went in reasonable
time they had plenty of opportunity for vot.m"
1921. If they took reasonable and ordinary pains to vote? They must know ihat they should go in fair
time. T say they had sefficient time.
1922, That is to say that no elector who took reasonable pains to vote was excluded from voting ¢ Yes
1923. You seriously say that? Yes, I do.
1924, ‘Why do you laugh when you say it? DBecause I cannot see anything in it.
1925, My, James.] From 8-20 to 1 o'clock, ninety-one people voted. I sippose you could have taken
thirty-five votes extra? T should think so.
1926. And yet becaunse there is this rush at the end, you are asked to say there are not sufficient arrange-
ments, and you did netsay so? No; I am quite satisfied with the arrangements, i

927,
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1927. You have had experience of a rush before? I have often seen a little rush after dinner.

1928. Have you ever had 500 voters trying to cram in betwesn 3 and 6 o'clock ¥ No.

1929. Nor 300 voters in three hours ! No,

1930. Did Mr, Haynes complain to you about anything in the Court-house T No. i

1931. And they got through 630 votes ! Yes; and only two were taken during the last fifteen minutes.
1932. And there were about 200 voted before luneh ¥ Yes.

1933. And that aecounts for all the difference Yes.

1934. You say you made provision for 50 per cont. extra votes? Yes, I think the booths could bave
taken 700 or 800 voters easily.

1935. Do you refer to 50 per cent. of those on the roll, or 50 per cent. extra 7 T took it that there wounld
be an increase of 50 per cent. in the voting. I discussed the matter with my deputy.

1936. How long has your deputy been acting? For many years—as long as I have been acting, and
before. He gives the whole of his time to the matter.

1937. Chairman.] How long is it since you have given up presiding at a booth yourself? I donot think
I have presided during the last two elections. '
1938. Did you get any instructions on that point? No,

1939. Mr. Morton.] Mr. McIntyre, the Chief Electoral Officer, was asked the following questions :—

Mr. Dacey.] Under section 69 af the Ach, is it nob imperative that every Returning Officer should preside and take
the poll at some booth 7 Yes, at one booth, which we will call the principal polling-place.

Does your Department sanction Returning Officers ignoring this? We know Returning Officers cannot preside at
one booth all day long. If there are a number of polling-places they naturally like to go and see what is goingon. It is
an unusual thivg for a Returning Officer to preside the whole day at any one hooth.

? They cannot preside at all if they have to move about.

1940, Have you been in the habit since you have been a Returning Officer of appointing deputies and
moving about the different booths yourself? T lLiave always had a deputy, but lately T have refrained from
ritting myself. I found I was handicapped so often by appeals to me, that it became a nuisance, 0 now I
do not preside at all. ’

1941. Do you ever go out of Mudgee during polling-time? No.

1942, AMr. Oakes.] When do you swear your officers in?  As soon as we get instructions, we begin to fix
matters up.

1943. You swear them in individualiy1 Yes, and we allow no one to act until the declarations are sentin.
1944. Chairman.] I suppose you can say without doubt that your son was nob the poll-clerk at the Public
School ;—was there a poll-elerk besides him at that particular place? Yes.

1943, You remember sufficiently to be able to state that he was not the poll-clerk appointed for that
particular polling-place ? No, he was not. I sent him there in a hurry.

1046. Mr. James.| At Mr. Haynes und Mr. Richards' request? Yes; they were all pressing me to do
something.

1947. Mr. Macdonell.] Was the light where the Presiding Officer sat in the polling-booth as good as it
was where the people voted in the compartments? They had the advantage of a good lamp.

1948, I mean befors there were any lamps at all? It was light enough.

1949. Was the light as good at the table asin the compartments? I think it was quite as good.

1950. When you brought a lamp to the Presiding Officer, why did you not provide a lisht for the
compartments where the people had to vote? I did not notice any complaint about it. When I went
into the room 1 saw the light was getting a little dull, and I thought they would want a light seon.  As T
have already explained I went to find one, and asked the woman in charge of the school to get me a lamp.
She got one, and then I asked here to get another.

1951, Mr. James.] T suppose the lamp would throw light generally about the room$ Yes.

1952, Mr. Macdonell] Was it not the Presiding Oflicer’s duty to sec that not only himself, but the voters
had light ;—he tells us that he was so concerned with the task of locking up the check rolls and initialing
the papers that lie had no thought for anything else? If le found that the light was so bad that be could
not do his wark, he would naturally ask for a light.

1953. But he tells us he considers that was part of your duty ¢ It was not, Tt was not my dufy to run
about carrying candles or lights,

1954. Have you ever had any experience of Mr. Webb acting as a Presiding Officer before? Yes. He
has acted for years, and has alwuys done his work well and given satisfaction.

1955, Do you not think that he has a little 1o learn if he conceives it to be your duty to see that proper
light is available for people to vote 7 You would find a good deal of difference of opinion if you questioned
ail the officers about wany things. T never had an inguiry about the matter before.

. 1956, Chairman.] Did you make the saine arrangements in the other booths? Yes; and I never heard
any complaints,

1957, Mr. Morton.] Was any complaint made to you of anyone voting twice? No: and I do not helieve
anyone did.  There has been a good deal of talk about it, but there is very little in it.

1958. M. Piddington.] Ts gas laid on at the Town Hall and Court-house? Yes.

1959, And you did not provide any other light there? No; T have never provided lights anywhere. 1
never thought of it.

THURSDAY,
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FAresent —
Mr. Dacey, Mr. Macdonell,
Mr. Brinsley Hall, Mr. Waddell.

Mr. Morton,
The Hon. J. H. Young in the Chair.

Mr. A. B. Piddington and Mr. C. G. W. Davidson appeared for the Petitioner, Mr. J. Haynes.
Mr. A. James and Mr. D. R. Hall appeared for the respondent, Mr. Edwin Richards, the sitting Member.

Donald Macdonald, Mudgee, called in, sworn, and examined :—

1960. Mr. James.| I believe that at the last State election you were the Deputy Returning Officer at
Mudgee? I was the substitute Returning Officer.

1961, What booth were you presiding at? At the Town Hall. :

1962. How long have you been connected with elections in Mudgee? About fourtcen years.

1963. In what position? As Deputy Returning Officer principally.

1964. You have had large experience in connection with the Mudgee elections ! Yes,

19G5. How many boobhs have been used in Mudgee on occasions prior to the last election? Two booths
up to the last Federal election.

1966. Where were they? The Town Hall and Court-house.

1967. How many were there at the Federal election? Three.

1968. Were they the same as those used at the last State election! Yes.

1969. The Public School was onc of them 7 Yes.

1970, Had you the conduct of the last Federal election Yes,

1971. Can you say how many voted in Mudgee at that election? Yes, 1,247.

1972. At the three booths 7 Yes.

1973. How were the votes divided at the three booths? At the Town Hall, 436 ; at the Court-—house 430;
and at the schoel, 381.

1974, Hlow were the booths lettered on that occasion ? As far as T ecan remember, they were lettered in
the same way as at the last State election. There may have been a difference of a letter or two, but they
were practically the zame,

1975. Was there any difference in the number of polling-places outside Mudgee in connection with the two
elections? Yes. In the area included in the last Statc election several places were added which were not
polling-places at the Feaderal election. .

1976. In close proximity to Mudgee? Ves.

1977. What are the names of the polling-places which were added for the State election § Grattai was one,
and Plpeclf;y unother,

1978. Chatrman.] What distance are these places from Mudgee? Pipeclay is 5 miles away, and Grattai
between 12 and 13 miles away.

1979, Mr. James.] What other places were added? There were a nomber of others, a lot of them being
some distance away. 'I'he two 1 have mentioned were the two nearest. CGuntawang was a polling-place
15 miles away, and Leaning Oak was another, 13 miles away.

1980. Where would the Guntawa.nrr Grattai, and Leaning Oak people vote if they did not vote at Mudgee
Naturally the Guntawang people would vote ab Cullenbone. The Leaning Ouak people would probably vote
at Merinda. The Pipecla,y peceple would naturally ecome to Mudgee.

1981, Did you suggest the arrangements at the last State election? Yes.

1982, Ou what basig did you work it out as to the numbers voting? On the basis of the information
gained at the Federal elections, and on the numbers of voters on the roll. In all previous elections the
number on the roll has always been in excess of the number of votes polled. ‘

1983. And at the Tederal election you had the women's vote? Yes; that was the first occasion on which
the women exercised the vote,

1984. Having had expericnce at the recent election, do you eonsider that the arrangements in Mudgee
were adequate or inadequate ? 1 consider they were adequate.

1985, Chatrman.] Jven now you consider they were adequate?  Yes.

1986. Afr. James.| Have you heard that up to 12-40 only ninety-one votes were polled at the school-house, and
that the crush set in from 3 to 6, and that during that time nearly 300 vobes were polled ;—that being so,
how was it that twenty-six people were crowdmg about the school-house evidently trying to vote, and did
not get a chance of doing so? 1 account for it in this way : that o great many people feft the recording
of their votes until the aitemoon consequently some of them were left out.

1987. Mr. Dacey.] Was the sole conduct of the election in your hands? Practically. Of course, I
submitted everything to Mr. Crossing.

1988. Mr, .fames.] Has it ever happened before at any of the booths that such a crowd should turn up

between 3 and 6 o'clock ¥ No.

1989. Chairman.] I suppose that all you can say is “ Not to your knowledge 7 My experience has been

that during some hour of the day there has always been heavier voting than at other hours.

1990, You were, | believe, presiding at the Town Hall1  Yes.

1991. Had you a rush there? Yes.

1992, ‘When did the rush begin? Between 1 and 2 ¢'clock.

1993. Nid you cope with it Yes. '

1994, By what time did you practically clear therush? Not until five or six minutes of 6 o’clock.

1995. Did you get through? Yes,

3;396. 1 suppose you had the same facilities as they had at the other booths—-yourself and a poll-clerk?
Tes.

1397, Had you any lights at the Town Hall{ Yes, gas,

1998, Bo that there was no need to make any extrh provision? No,

1989, o you know most of the electors in Mudgee? T know a great many of them,

2000. And round about Mudgee ns well? Yes. - 2001.
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2001. Could you, if you examined the check rolls, tell the Committec whether people living outside Mudgee,
who should have voted at other polling-places, voted at Mudgee? T know, as o matter of fact, that several
votes of that kind were recorded at my booth.

3002. But supposing you went through the check rolls used at the Public School, could you giveicformation
as to people, who could have voted at one of the other booths which were provided for them? Yes.

2003. In making provisions for the election, did you take into consideration the fact that some people from
outside Mudgee might vote in Mudgee? We naturally expected that people would vote in their proper
polling-places, but a certain allowance is always mnde. It was anticipated that this would be a keen
contest, and it was considered that there would be mare people come from outside than usual,

2004. Did you make allowance for that? Yes.

2005. And if you go through the check rolls you will be able to say whether more people voted in Mudgee
than you expected} Ves, :

2006. Mr. Piddington.] What number of expected voters from outside Mudgee did you allow for? T eould
not fix the number. The principal guide was the experience of the Federal election. T think 150 extra
ballot-papers werc supplied to each booth in the town. That was considered sufficient to meet all
requirements,

2007. You supplied 150 extra ballot-papers to each booth for expected outsiders? To meet contingencies,
2008, Vou informed Mr. James that you made allowance for persons whom you expected would come in
from ontside Mudgee? Yes.

2009, What number did you allow for! We did not allow for any definite numbcr.

2010. Mr. James asked you whether you made allownnce for persons voting whose residences were outside
Mudgee ;—I suppose you know that people living outside Mudgee had a perfect right to vote in Mudgee § Yes.
an11. You know that voters from autside frequently flock into the principal town to vote? Yes.

2012. Tt is a very common experience in country towns? Quite common.

2013. T understand you to say that you cannot mention any definite number of bailot-papers which you
allowed for such a contingency? No,

2014, Therefore, it would be impossible for you to ascertain whether the allowance yon made was exceeded
Yes, if you put it in that way ; but as I have stated, about 150 extra ballot-papers were allowed for each
hooth, and that in a general way was considered ample to cover any extra volers who might come in.

2015. You admit that you cannot state that any definite number was allowed for what we will call visiting
voters! No.

2016. Could you possibly say from an examination of the check rolls lhat the allowance was exceeded? I
do not think I said T could do that.

2017. Could you possibly say that the number allowed was exceeded? No; not if you put it in that way.
2018. You have told us that you determined on ihese three polling-places from your experience of the
Federal e'ections and the number on the roll? Yes.

2019. Was that the only thing which guided you in considering what polling-places you should have in
Mudgee? Yea.

2020. You did not even take into consideration the votes which had been east at the State election, 19011
No; 1 would not go so far back asg that, as there has been an election since that time.

2021, In other words, whether it was a mistake of judgment or not, as the basis of your calculation of the
requirements of the Mudgee people, you took into consideration the Federal election, and not the State
election? Exuctly.

2022. You know, as a matter of fact now, that at the Statc election of 1901, 925 persons voted when there
were only male voters? I cannot say from memory.

2023. You have not looked at the figures since? No.

2024. As a matter of fact, 925 persons voted at the State clection in 1901 ; at the Federal election, with
the women’s vote added, there wore only 1,247 votes ;—you made no ealeulation based on that discrepancy #
No. :

2025, At any rate, you did not make your preparations having in view a possible doubling of the men'’s
vote in 1901% No.

2026. Is it not your cxperience, when elections are conducted on a Saturday, that the Leaviest polling takes
place in the afternoon? Yes; as a general rule it is heavier in the afternoon.

2027. Do you remember how many ballot-papers were supplied to the Town Hall? Yes; 700 originally.
2028. And how many were supplied to the Court-house ?  GOO. ‘

2029. And how many to the Public School? 500.

2030. Have you noticed that at the Public School a much smaller number of persons voted than at the
other two places? Yes.

2031. Were not a number of extra ballot-papers supplied to the Public School during the day? I under-
stond they were, but I cannot say so from my own knowledge. Mr. Crossing came to me during the
afternoon and got & number from me.

2032. You do not know anything about the lighting arrangements at the Public School 1 No.

2033. You did not arrange for lighting beforehand? No.

2034. Do you know that a number of persons went from Mudgee and voted at Pipeclay? I do not know
it except from hearsay. T heard that a number of people went.

2035. Previous to the Pipeclay booth being established, what place would the people there vote at? Most
of them, T think, at Mudges.

2036. You do not know of your own knowledge that a number of persons living in Mudgee voted at
Pipeclay ! No. .

2037. Have you examined the Pipeclay check roll? No; I have not had access to it.

2038, Before the Pipeclay booth was established, what was the nearest booth for the Pipeclay people to
vote at? There is very little difference between Mudgee and Long Paddock ; there used to be a polling-
place at Long Paddock. -

2039. The Long Paddock polling-booth was used at previous elections but was not at the last election? Yes,
2040. And the Long Paddaock booth was as near to the Pipeclay voters as to Mudgee? Yes.

2041. It was as convenient to them as was Mudgee? * Yes, to most of them. Pipeclay takes in a fairly
big area, and some of the people would be nearer to one booth and some nearer to the other. 0042
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2042. But with regard to most of them, whilst the Long Paddock booth was utilised, the Pipeclay people
would go to that as much as to Mudges? Probably.

2043. You have stated that the Gratti people previously voted at Collingwood? Yes. Collingwood was
the handiest place for them to get to.

2044. Far handier than Mudgee? Yes. ¢

2045. T believe Collingwood is 8 miles nearer to Grattai than to Mndgee? About 6 miles.

2046. You say that at the Town Hall there was a rush of voters during the whole of the afternoon until
shortly before closing time ;—do you know that the same state of things obtained at the Court-house? Yes.
2047. It comes to this: that from 1-30 or 2 o’clock there was a grent and unprecedented rush at all three
booths? Yes.

2048. You have never had anything like it in Mudgee hefore? Just so.

2049, You do not think this rush was the result of any voncerted action on anyoody’s part? I have no
reason to think so,

2050. It was simply the result of the way the voters came up? Yes,

2051. Do you think it is a satisfactory thing for officials or voters that polling-booths should be working at
a red hot rate like that during the whole of the afternoon % It would be far pleasanter to have it otherwise
—+to have the people going in in & moderate stream. ‘

2052. And would it not be far more satisfactory to the public? I daresay it would.

2053. And people would be less likely to be shut out from voting? Yes.

2054. And if the letters of the alphabes were divided into four groups instead of three, the result would be
that pressure would be taken off all the three? Yes, undoubtedly.

2055. And it would be still more convenient if there were five divisions ;—and if you were in the same

office when the next State election comes round, would not your advice be to have four polling-places in
Mudgee instead of three? Of course, after an experience like that, it naturally would be.
2056. That is to say, that knowing what you now know, your voice would be raised in favour of four
polling-places and not three in Mudgee ? T hardly know, I think three booths ought to take all the votes
thera if they come up in any regular way.
2057, Mr. James.] How many votes did you poll in the morning at the Town Hall? I do not think we
reached 200.
2058. And yet you got through more than 600 in the day ! Yes.
2059. How many ordinary electors could you and a poli-clerk put through in 2 day? It entirely depends
on the way they come up, but I am guite contident T could deal with 900 votes in the polling hours if the
voters would come up in a regular stream.
2060. Chairman.] And if they did not keep you waiting? Yes.
2061. Did not the women voters take up a little more time than the men? Y think that, as a rule, they
were quicker and better to deal with.
2062. You have an intimate knowledge of the three different polling-bonths 7 Yes,
2063. Were the conveniences of entry and exit as good at the Public School as they were at the Court-
house and Town Hall? Yes; I think they were quite equal; I think I would just as soon take one booth
as another,
2064, Was it generally known throughout Mudgee and district that those three polling-places would be
available, and that voters with certain initials would be taken at the Public Scheol, ar would it be possible
for any voters in Mudgee, or coming from another place to go first to the Court-house, and then to the
Town Hall, before finding they had to vote at the Public School 7 The matter was well advertised in the
local newspapers. As a matcer of fact, there are always some people who come up, no matter what you do,
to the wrong booth. There were very few at the place where I was acting who'had to be directed to the
Court-house or school-room-—of course, I refer to those who came in.
2065. But no one would be allowed in unless their initials corresponded with the initials of the booth ;—
did you find it out after they came into the booth? Yes; at times. .
2066, Mr. Dacey.] Was there no outside poll-clerk? No.
2067. Chairman.] And this did not happen frequently ! No. It must be horne in mind that in the
afternoon Mr. Crossing arranged to have people outside directing the voters,
2068. What time did that take place? About 3 o'clock.
2069. In the afternoon at each of the booths someone was stationed to tell people outside the proper places
at which to vote? Not to tell them that, but to give them their number on the roll, so as to facilitate the
voting inside the booths,
2070. Mr. Dacey.] Have you never had a poll-clerk outside the booths {0 issue authentic tickets to persons
giving their numbers? No ; not an oflicially-appointed poll-clerk. It used to be a common thing for each
candidate to appoint some person to do that. .
2071. Tf the same facilities for voting were offered to the people at Long Paddock as at Pipeclay, what was
the reason for changing the booth from Long Paddock to Pipeclay? Long Paddock used to be a fairly
important polling-place in the mining days, and as the mining industry went down population departed,
and the vote got so small at last that it was recommended that the booth be cancelled.
2072. What was the number of votes polled there on the last oceasion a booth was established there? I
cannob say, but I think there were very few—fifteen or sixtecn, or something like that.
2073. What was the number at Pipeclay? 138.
2074. Did you say that the booth at Long Paddock would relieve a strain on Mudgee just as much as would
a booth at Pipeclay? Not under present circumstances. As I have explained, the population which made
the vote at Long Paddock in years past was the mining vote.
2075. How far is Long Paddock from Mudgee? About & miles.
2076. About the same distance as Pipeclay?  Yes.
2077. In fixing the number of booths for the election, can you give no reason why you did not refer back
to the polling of 1901? No; not more than that I considered the vote at the Federal election was a better
guide, being a later one. ' i
2078. Did you make any allowance for the amount of interest taken in cne election more than in another
Yes. Of course, a good deal of allowance was made in that way. Nearly 600 more ballot-papers were
provided for the town of Mudgee alone,

47033 172K 2079.
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2079. In reply to a question by the Chairman, you have stated that you divided the roll about equaily
between the three booths? As near as I could judge. :
3080. How is it that you only sent 500 papers to the school and 600 to the Courthouse? I certainly
anticipated rather more at the Town Hall than at either of the other two booths ; as a matter of fact, the
Town Hall voting was a few less than the Court-house voting. You cannot regulate these matters to a
nicety.
2081. What I want to get at is this: If you divided the roll equally, why were not the same number of
ballot-papers sent to each booth ¥ You cannot divide them equally. You cannot split up the people whose
names are under one letter.
2082. According to the way in which you send out the papers, there was a difference of 100 between one
booth and another? Yes; 700 papers were sent to the Town Hall. I thought that if one of the other
booths ran short, a message could be sent there for a further supply.
3083, If you examined the check-roll and found that forty or fifty people voted at the school-room who
might have voted somewhere else, would you be able to say that such a thing did not oceur on any previous
cccasion ! No, not without examining the rolls of previous elactions. Of course, in a general way I know
that at all elections people are inclined to use the head centre of the electorate, and many people come into
town rather than poll where they are residing.
2084, Okairnzan.]] That applies to every election ! Ves.
2085. Mr. Dacey.| Was the Federal election held on & Saturday ¥ No; on & Wednesday.
2086. Do you think that would make any difference? Not much,
2087. Was there any complaint to you, in your official capacity, as to the slowness with which votes were
. polled nt the schocl-room ¢ Ne. .
2088, Would you say that the Presiding Officer at the school-room would be able to take as many votes as
you could } T think so. I always give him credit for being able to do so. Hae has acted a great many
times, and bas always been looked on ug a good officer.
2089, Was it with your coneurrence that young Mr. Crossing went into the school-room hooth ! Ne; I
knew nothing of it.
« 2090. What occupation do you follow in Mudgee 7 I am a farmer and grazier.
2091. Then I suppose you know cverybody ? I know a great many people. T have been there a great
ANy years.
2092, What is the nearest polling-place to Pipeclay ¢ Mudgee.
2093. Then the people there would not poll anywhere else ! No.
2094. Supposing they went in another direction, which would be the nearest place for them? Stony Cresk.
2095. How far ig that from Pipeclay ? 7 or 8 miles.
2096. Then Mudgee is closer than Stony Creek ¥ Yes.
2097. And what distance is the nearest poll in another direction ¥ There is a polling-place at a place
called Linburn.
2098. Is there any polling-booth within 5 miles of Pipeclay except Mudgee? No; Mudgee ig the nearest
place, unless you pick out the very outside Pipeclay voters,
2099. But, gencrally speaking, Mudgee is the nearest by 2 or 3 miles ? Yes.
2100. You have stated that the same crush took place at the Court-house and Town Hall as is supposed to
have taken place at the school ¥ Yes.
2101. Mr Crossing, in his evidence, stated that there was a little crushing at the other two places, and yet
they polled well ; at the Court-house 641 votes were recorded, and only two people voted during the last
fifteen minutes ;—does not that seem to prove that there was not a crush at the Court-house ' I mast
answer * No” to that, because my own experience bears it out,
2102, What happened at the Town Hall thent There was a heavy crush there. . .
2103. Right up to the last minute? No; only up to five or six minutes to 6. 'We had not a voter inside
some minutes before 6.
2104. How many votes do you say you could take in a day if they kept coming up in a moderate
stream ?  900. ‘
2105. Do you know that at the Court-house they were taking them at the rate of 1,800 a day during one
hour? I have heard something to that effect. '
2106. The statement was made that they took 200 votes in an hour and five minutes ;—is it possible to do
it? I do not think so.
2107. Could you doit? I would not undertaks to do it.
2108. You have atated that at the Federal clection 1,250 people voted ;—-was there very keen interest in
that election? In comparison with the recent State election it was not go keen.
2109. Did the women vote at the Federal election? Yes.
2110. And you had two booths then? Yes.
2111. Did you judge from what took place at the Federal election that there wounld be a similar number of
voters at the State election? I judged therc would be more, and that there would be keener interest.
2112. Could you give any idea as to how many more you expected would vote, seeing that 1,250 voted at
the Federal election 7 T thought that if I provided for 600 extra votes it would cover everything. There
were 1,250 votes polled at the Federal election, and we supplied the Mudgee booths with 1,800
ballot-papers.
2113. You anticipated that there would be 600 more votes? Yes, .
2114, Did you think three booths were sufficient considering that you expected 600 more votes? Yes,
2115. You considered that you provided fully for all possibilities? Yes; judging from the votes recorded
at previous elections. Y considered that the extra nunber of voters could be taken fairly easy.
2116. And that would be a very heavy vote at Mudgee ? Yes.
2117. The largest percentage you have ever had?  Yes ; the last vote was the heaviest.
2118. Mr. Waddell.] In view of the fact that at the Federal election every voter had to vote, not only for
the Fouse of Representatives, but also for the Senate, whilst at the State election they voted to-elect only
one man, how much longer do you think it would take 100 voters to vote during the Federsl election as
conipared with the voting at the Stats election? There were some things connected with the Federal
election which took up a great deal of time, 19
2119,
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2119. I suppose you mean that inasmuch as a voter had to select the names of the senators as well as of
the representatives of the other House that would necessarily take up'more time than would the selection
of one out of two candidaves for the State? Yes.

2120. Would it take up twice aslong? Yes; because provision was made therc for absent voters,

2121. And when there are twelve or thirteen candidates for the Senate the voting necessarily takes up
times? Yes; in addition to that, the Referendum vote had to be dealt with. :

2122. Do you not think then that at the State election 100 voters ought to vote in half the time they
would vote at the Federal election? Yes, I do. :

2123. Mr. Macdonell.] Are you also taking into account that at the Federal eclection voters had not to
produce electors’ rights? Yes, I am bearing that in mind. There were other things connected with the
Faderal election which wasted time much more than checking the electors’ rights.

2124. T suppose that the State elections in Mudgee have been pretty keenly contested for a number of
years past ! Yes.

2125. And a heavy vote has been expected? Yeos.

2126. Chairman.] We have it in evidence that Mr, Crossing, junior, took some part in the election ;}—do
you know what position he held thera? Yes. :

2127. What was 169 He wag acting a8 poll-clerk. ; .
2128, Was he sworn in as poll-clerk? Yes.

2129. For what booth? The Public School. )

2130. Were you present when the oath was administered to him$ No. .

2131. Did you keep a record of these matters? I ineluded his declaration with all the other declarations
made in connection with the elaction, and sent the lot to the Colonial Secretary.

2132, Apparently your recollection tells you that he was sworn in as a poll-elerk for the school-house?
Yes. :
2133. Is it not, alse, in your recollection that some other person was sworn in as poll-clerk for the sehool-
house? Yes.

2134. Are you not allowed only one for each booth? N ; the Returning Officer can appoint more than one.
2136. Foreschbooth? Yes,if he thinks it is necessary. Personally, I do not see the benefit of it. . I do not
think there was any necessity for more than one. But Mr. Crossing thought, when he saw the crush at
the Public School, that his son could assist in expediting matters, and he appointed him.

2136, Mr. Morton.] Were you entirely in charge of the arrangements for the election, subject, of course,
to the authority of Mr. Crossing? Practically so. The appointment of the officers was not entirely in my
hands.

2137. But the control of the arrangements was? Yes,

2138. Including the hiring of halls, and fixing matters up generally? Vs,

2129. Have you been in the habit of doing that since you have been with Mr. Crossing? Yes.

2140. Does he generally leave the details to you? Yes,

2141. And if you put a document before him, he would sign it ag an arrangement made by you? Yes.
2142, And he was not presiding bimself at any booth? No. '

" 2143. But he was generally supervising what was geing on?  Yes.

2144, Do you know whether every polling-booth closed at one time? Every polling-booth should close at
one time.

2145. Was any signal given? Yes ; it has been the custom in Mudgee for & number of years to close the
booth on the firing of the time gun.

2146. Did you close your booth by the time gun{ Yes.

2147. Did you hear it? Yes

2148. Do you know whether one of the booths was not closed for some five minutes after that? No.

2149. As far as you are aware, they all closed by that signal ¥ Yes; as far as T am aware,

2150. Your booth did anyhow? Yes,

2151. Mr. Dacey.] Who was supposed to make provision at the school-house for lighting the building? I
do not know exaetly how that was arranged. The Deputy Returning Officer should have seen to that.
2152. Do you think it comes within the scope of your duties? Mr. Crossing went to see that the place
was fixed up, and it was not considered necessary that T should go as well,

2153. Is not provision made the day before the election for such things as that? It would be impossible
for me to see to the lighting arrangements.

2154. Do you think it would be reasonable to expect that you should look after the lighting arrangements ¢
I should have thought the light available at the school-room was sufficient.

2155, You did not think it necessary to provide artificial lighting there? Personally, I did not think about
the matter.

2156, Chairman.] Have you, during the last few minutes, looked over the check-roll uged at the Public
School, Mudgee, during the election 1 Yes.

2157. From your examination, can you tell us whether an unusual number of people came in from beyond
the immediate neighbourhood of Mudgee to give their votes at that particular place 1 T have taken out
the numbers, and I find there are sixty names of people who werc able to voie outside Mudgee. Some of
them live a considerable distance away.

.2158. There are the names of sixty people who might have voted at nearer polling-places than the Publie
School ¥ Yes. -

2159. Can you tell us, of your own knowledge, whether that is more than the usnal number? T think it is,
although I have never analysed the matter before.

Peter Nolan, police constable, Mudgee, recailed, and further examined '—

2160. Mr. James.] You stated, in your evidence, that in addition to being on duty at the Public Scheel,
Mudgee, you were patrolling about it ? Yes.

2161. Did you observe any crowd aboué the porch ;—did you, for instance, see certain prople nmongst the
crowd 4 1 might remember some of them ; but, of course, it is a long time since. -

2162, Did you see a man there named G. Wells 7 I do not remember.

2163. Did you see Paterson or Lord § Yes, 2164,
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2164, Did you see a man named Robinson } Yes—Teddy Robinson.

2165. Was he amongst the crowd ¥ Yes,

2166. 'Was a man named C. Wilton there? Yes; I spoke to him outside.

2167. Do you remember a man named Robertson? No.

2168. Did you see a man named Vale? I know a man of that name, but I do not remember seeing him
there.

2169. Did you sec & man named Spies there? Yes, I was speaking to him.

2170. Did you see a man named J. Kellett there? I do not remember him.

2171. Mr. Dacey.] Did it oceur to you that there were a number of people in the porch who ought to have
voted at some outside polling-booth ¥ No, it never came under my notice. I do not know whether the
people who were there were voting or not.

2172, Do you know where any of the people live? I saw couniry people there, but I do not know whether
they were voting there.

2173. Wasg there a fair number of people in the porch whe came from outside Mudgee? There did not
seem to be many. There did not appear to be any noticeahle number.

2174, Mr. Piddingion.] During the last three-quarters of an hour of the polling you were in the booth?
At the door of the booth. I went to the back door as well.

2175. Can you mention the name of any particular elector from the country whom you saw there? Lord
comes from the country.

2176. Do yon mean the man Lord who gave evidence? I helieve he gave evidence. He comes from a
place called Urungary.

2177, Was he driving Mr. Haynes about? I do not remember seeing him doing so.

2178, Is he the only man you can mention from those outside whom you saw during the last hour of the
poll? I do not remember any other.

Duncan McRae, police constable, Mudgee, recalled, and further sxamined :—

2179. Mr. James.] Do you think, if T mentioned the names of certain people, you would be able to tell me
whether you saw them round the door of the school-house when you were on duty there on Gth August?
Yes.
2180. Did you see & man named Birrell there? VYes.
2181, Did you see a man named Stacey there? No,
2182, Do you know a man of that name? Tes; but I did not notice him.
2183. Did you sce William Rope there? Yes.
2184. Was be there sll the time? I could not say that he was.
2185, Did you see a man named T. Belcher 7 I cannot remember.
2186. Mr. Piddington.] What time was it when you saw Birrell last? About a quarter to 6.
2187. Where was he then? In the passage.
2188, Near to yout No.
2189. Near encugh for you to make him out? He was half-way down the passage, leading to the front
door,
2190. Do you mean the poreh ! Yes.
2191, How far was he away from you? Seven or 8 yards.
2192, Mr. James.] Was he there for long? He was there all the afterncon.
2193. Mr. Morton.] In your former evidence you stated that twenty-five to thirty people were unable to
vote? Yeas.
2194. Have you any idea whether they were principally townspeople ;—do you know them, and can you
give any idea where they came from? There were some from the country, and from the town as well.
2195. From how far out? T could not say.
2196. Do you know the country people personally ¢ No.
2197. M. James] You know the townspeople? Yes.
2198. And there were some people there whom you did not know, and that is why you say they were
country people? Yes.
2199. Mr. Piddington.] They may have been townspeople although yon did not know them? There may
have been some country people there.
2200. Do you know their names? No.
2201. Chairman.] How do you define townspeople ;—would you call a man living 2 or 3 miles out of
Mudgee a town man? No.
2202. M. James.] You cannot give the names of any of these people? No.
2203. Mr. Morton.] You cannot say really whether a number of the people who were there came in from
the country, or were townspeople? There were a number of country people there.
2204 How do you judge of that ;—was it because you did not Lnt)w them? I knew them by sight.

2205. Do you know every man in Mudgee? No.

2206. Not by sight? Yes, I know them by sight.
2‘)07 And you know that a number of the people who voted there were not what you call Mudgee towns-
people? Yes.
3208. Were there many of them? A good few. .
2209. Were you ever at a State election in Mudgee before? Yes.
2210. Did there seem to be any difference in the circumstances surrounding this clection compared with
any previous clection? Yes; several country people came in.
2211. Do you think that was due to the fact that the elcction was held on o Saturday? Yes; I think
they came in on account of its being Saturday and market dny.
2213, Have you formed any opinionsince you last gave evidence in regard to the people who were supposed
to have come in by the backway ;—you were asked  the question w hether any voters were allowed in by
the door of exit, and you said “No” ;—have you formed any opinjon since as to whether many voters came
in by that wa.y? No.
2213. You have no fresh evidence to offer on that point? No.
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APPENDICES.

Appendix A.

ELzcroran DisrricT ov Mupgie, Munees Divisior.
Name of Holder—Edwin Richards, M.L. A,
Residence—Mudgeo,
Received from Patrick Daley, 1st Claas Constable, my Elector’s Right, numbered as above.

Signature—~EDWIN RICHARDS
Date—14th February, 1901. ' Place-—Mudgee,

P. DALEY, 1st Class Constable (Witness). .
[Cancelied. —Subsivtuled. —Ivsued, 27/6/04.—D. &, McD.) ’

No. 260801.

No. 260301,
Evecroral Districr or MupgeE, MunGgeg DIvision.
Name of Holder—Edwin Richards.
Residence—Mudgee.
(1} What are your Christian names, surname, residence (includin}% the street, and the number or name [if any]

of the house in which he resides), and cccupatipn 7—Edwin Richards, M.L.A,, Mudgee, Journalist,

{(2) Are you of the full age of twenty-one years *—Yes,

{3) Are you a natural-born or a naturalised subject, and which >—Y@és, natural born,

{4) (If a natural-born subject) Have you resided or had your principal place of abode in New South Wales for
’i{ continuous period of one year immediately prior to the date of your application for an Elector's

ight *—Yes.

{5) Have you resided or had your principal place of abode in this Electoral District for a continuous period of
[** one month ™ in case of a transferred right and *‘three months” in case of an original or substituted right]
immediately prior to thig date *—Yes, for three months.

(G) Have you before reccived an Elector’s Right in any District in New South Wales 7—and [if the answer be
“Yea™] in what district 7—Yes ; Mudgec, but lost it. R

D. G. McDOUGALL, Registrar.
Date—I14th February, 1901, "EDWIN RICHARDS, abovenamed.
[ Substituted. —Issued, 27/6/04.]

No. 260801.
New Sourn WaLes, ELECIoR's Riour, RESIDENTIAL QUALIFICATION.
Errcrorat Disrrier oF Mvubcer, MGDGEE DIvisiox.

The holder hereof, Edwin Richards, of Mudgee, whose name is signed hereunder, is, if enrolled, entitled to vote at
Elections of Members of the Agsembly in the above District, being qualified in respect of Manhood and of Residence
in such District.

D. G. McDOUCFALL, Registrar,
The 14th day of February, 1901. EDWIN RICHARDS, abovenamed.

[Cancelled.— Right issued for another District. —kE. Chapman, Registrur, Newtown.] { Substizuted.— Tasued 27/6/04.]

Form I.
Electoral Registrar’s Office, Enmore, N.8.W., July 30, 1904.
Sir,— A transferred Right has been issued to Edwin Richards, late of Mudgee. Be good enough to inform me, in
accordance with Section 29 oig the ‘¢ Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act, 1902,” whether he is duly enrolled for
the Mudgee Electoral District. The cancelled Elector’s Right is forwarded herewith. .
I have, &e.,
K. CHAPMAN,

Registrar, Electoral District of Newtown.
Reed., 2/7/64.  Report sent in negative, 2/7/04.—A K.L. .

Appendix B.
No. 260801.
EircroraL DisTrioT 0F NEWTOWK.
Name of Holder.—Fdwin Richards.
Residence.—22 Marion.street, : .
(1) What are your Christian names, surname, residence (including the street, and the number or name [if any}
of the house in which he resides), and occupation *—Edwin Kichards, 22 Marion-street, Journalist.
{2} Are you of the full age of twenty.one years?—Yes.
{3) Are you a natural-born or a naturalised subject, and which *—XN.B.
(4} (If a natural-born subject) Have you resided or had your prinecipal place of abode in New South Wales for
a}:{ continuxo;ls period of one year immediately prior to the date of your application for an Klectors
Right 1—Yes, '
(Ef a naturalised subject) Have you resided or had your principal place of abode in New South Wales for
a continuous period of one year since your naturslisation, and immediately prior to the date of your -
application for an Elector’s Right ?
(%) Have you resided or had your pringipal place of abode in this Electoral District for a continuons period of
[*“one month” in case of a transferred right aud *“three mouths” in case of an original or saubstituted
right] immediately prior to this date 7— Yes, ’
{6) Have you before received an Elector’s Right in any District in New South Wales *—and [if the answer be
* Yes '] in what District 7—Yes ; Mudgee. -

E. CHAPMAN, Rel%istmr.

EDWIN RICHARDS, abovenamed.
Date—30th June, 1904,
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420

»
[]
72
Appendix C.
Lxtract from New South Wales Government Gazette, 30th Junc, 1904,
ELECTORAT DISTRICT OF MUDGEE.
Apple-tree Flat. Hargraves. Piambong.
Ben Buckley. Hill End. Stony Creck.
Birriwa. Kerr's Creck. Stuart Town.
Burrendong. Leadville. Sally's Flat.
Collingwood. Linbuarn, Stubbo.
Cullenbone. Lower Muckerawa, Tallawang,
Canadian, Merinda. Two-mile Flat,
Clarke's Creck. Mudgee. ‘ Tambaroora.
Euchareena. Maitland Rar. Upper Pyramul,
{iulgong, Pipeclay Creel. Windeyer.
Home Rule,
Appendix D.
. [Bketch.]

Appendix E.
The Daily Telegraph, 12th August, 1904.
THE MUDGEE ELECTION.

TO THE EDITOR.
Sir, Mudgee, August 10,

The telegraphed information in your issue of Tuesday, in reference to the Mudgee contest, is somewhat
exaggerated. There certainly was o ¢rush at one of the bnoths during the last two hours of the afternoon, but the
clectoral officors were in no way responsible for this. In the forenoon everything went most satisfactorily, and up to 2:30
p.m. Neither is it a fact that therc was insuflicient light for voters to see what they were doing. The table at which the
officers and scrutineers were seated had boen provided with a kernsene lamp, in reacﬂnesa to be ﬁghted. It ie quite correct
that eandles were purchased at the instigation of one of Mr. Haynes' supporters, who was asked to go for candles,
anticipating the approachiog darkness. I have it on the authority of the officers in charge of the booth, my scrutineer,
and a conatable, that there was no ground for complaint as regards the lighting of the booth, and at the most no more than
thirty-five_electors lost their right to vote, simply becanse they neglected to vote earlicr in the day. At the booth in
question, I am told, not more than 150 votes were recorded up to 2 p.m., and the total for the day was 500. The
returning officer, Mr. H. Crossing, who has had upwards of twenty years’ expericnce, engages only the besk of clerical
men. The presiding officer on the occasion has had previous expericnce, and was in every respect highly capable for the
duty. But the electoral officer cannot be held responsible for the lagging public, whilst a law provides for the hours of
opening and closing of the poll. A capable officer should take two votes to the minute, even in o rush, and it is claimed
that at times the voting was egual to this, As showing that due consideration had been given to meet the possible heavy
voting, -three booths were locatod in different parts of the town, as at the Federal election, when no diffieulty was
experienced, as the voting wes more regulay. On this ceeasion provision was made at the same booths, and they were
presided over by the same officers. At the Town Hall 628 votes were recorded, at the Court-housc 641, and the Public
School 500 ; but it so happened that the majority who polled at that booth in the afterncon did mot come along until
within the last two hours, I claim this privilege to defend the officers in charge of the booth in question.

Yours, &ec.,
EDWIN RICHARDS.

Appendix F.
" Mudgee, 13th August, 1904.
ir,
-In compliance with request contained in your letter of the 10th instant, No. 04/14356, 1 have the honour to
report that the arrangements for taking the Poll on the 6th instant were as follows :—

Three Polling Booths were provided,—one at the Town Hall, for letters A to F, one at the Court-house, for letters
G te N, and one at the Public School, for letters O to Z.  In each of these a similar staff of picked officers officiated, and
the votes polled are as follows :—Town Hall, 628 ; Court-house, G4 ; Public School, 500. The voting proceeded smoathly
and uninterruptedly in cach booth all through the day. The statement in Sydney Morning Herodd clipping, that at the
Public School booth “the officials inside could not progress, and voting practically ceased, for nearly two hours ™ is
absolutely untrue, The facts with regard to this booth are, that during the whole of the forenoon very few votes were
nlacorded. and in the afterncon a heavy pressure of Electors took place, some twenty to thirty heing unable to enter before
cloging time,

The figures above show that considerably more votes were polled in the Town Hall and Court-house booths, and
this without the leaat hitch at either. A larger number could easily have been polled at the Public School, had the
electors availed themselves of the facilities afforded them,

The votes polled in Mudgee at the Federal eloctions were 1,247 as against 1,769 on Saturday last, the 6th instant,
and I consider the provision made on the latter occasion was sufficient for recording eight to nine hundred votes at each

booth. . I have, &c.,
‘ H. CROSSING,
J. Gibson, Eeq., Under Scoretary, Sydney. Returning Cfficer, Elcetoral District of Mudgee.

No. 573628 Appendixz Q.

ELEcrorAL DistRIor oF MUDGEE, Munerz DIvisiox.

Name of Holder—Bridget Gucst,
Residence—Mudgee,
{1} What are your Christian names, surnawe, residence {including the street, and the number or name [if any]
of the house in which she resides}, and cecupation—Bridget Guest, Mudgee; domestic duties.
(2} Are you of the full age of twenty-one years?—Yes,
{3) Are you a natural-bern or a nataralised subject, and which —Yes, natural born.
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(4) (If a natural-born subject) Have you resided or had your principal place of abode in New South Wales for
& continuous period of one year immediately prior to the date of your application for an Elector’s Right 1—
Yes. :

{If a naturalised subject) Have you resided or had your prinecipal place of abedo in Now South Wales for a
continuous period of one yeur since your naturalisation, and immediately prior to the date of your applica-
tion for an Elcc’mr’a Right?

(5) Have you resided or had your principal place of abode in this Electoral District for a continuous period of
[“one month” in case of a transferred right and ** three months” in case of an original or substituted right]
immediately prior to this date ?—Yes; threc months,

(6) Have you before received an Elector's Right in any district in New South Wales? and [if the anawer be
“Yos "] in what district *—Yes ; Mudgee, but lost. . N

Cor A. K. LOFTUS, Asst. Registrar,
BRIDGET GUEST, abovenamed.

Date—8th September, 1903, .
Substituted—6(8|04, »

' L . .
Appendix H. .
Races  Admission to course free. Races
To be held at Lrapvriir oo Polling Day.  {Unregistered.)
Handicappers : Messrs. J. Smith, U. Scoble, H. Dougherty.

Programme.—First race to start at 11 a.m.—Opening Handicap of £3 10s. ; second horse, 105, from the prize ; distance,
half-mile.  Flying Handicap of £3 ; second horse, 10s. from prize; distance, half-mile. Lendville Handicap of £5 10s;
second horse, 10s, from prire ; distance, { furlongs. Handicap Hack Roce, of £2 5s.; second horse 5s. from prive; dis-
tanee, half-mile. Town Plate of £3; second horse, 10s. from prize ; half-mile. Help-Me-Home Handicap of — sovs, ;
distance half-mile. Lottery Prize of £2 2s., open free to all ladies present having recorded their vote.. Time of drawing,
half-past three. Mudgee Brass Band in attendance. Entries 5 per cent. on all races. Nominations, accompanied with
performances, for Opening and Leadville Handicaps, close with the secretaries at 8 p.n. night before races. All horses to
he entered under their proper name.  Polling Booth for Gwydir and Mudgee Electorate.  Ball at night in aid of English
and R.C, Churches. \ H. Dovenerty, L. BLavsixe, Hon. Secs,
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1904., d
(SECOND SESSION.) - ‘

EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

ELECTION PETITION.—A’BECKETT ». HUGH MACDONALD -
THE CASTLEREAGH.

Vores No. 2. WEeDKEspAY, 24 Avgust, 1904,

12, ComaurtEE oF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS :—Mr. Spealker, pursuant to the requirements of the

Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act, 1902, Jaid upon the Table his Warrant appointing
the Committee of Eleotions and Qualifications for the present Session, of which the following is a
copy ——
“ By the Honorable the aqpeaker of the Legwlatu.e Assembly of the State of New South Wales, in
“ the Commonwealth of Australia.
“ PursUANT to the power in that behalf vested in me, as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the
 Btate of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia, by the Parliamentary Electorates
# gnd Elections Act, 1902, I do hereby appoint—
% William Patrick Crick, Esquire, Donald Macdonell, Esquire,
¢ John Rowland Dacey, Esquire, Mark Fairles Morton, Esquire,: .
¢ Brinsley Hall, Xsquire, Charles William Qakes, Esquire, and
“ William Arthur Holman, Esquire, Broughton Barnabas O’Conor, Esquire,—
 Daniel Levy, Esquire,
“ heing Members of the said Assembly, to be Members of the Committes of Elections and
# Qualifications in the said Act referred to, during the present Session of the Assembly aforesaid.
“ Given under my hand, at the Legislative Assembly Chamber, Macquarie-street, Sydney,
“ this twenty-fourth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine
“ hundred and four.
“« WILLIAM McCOURT,
“ Speaker.”

Votes No. 6. WeDNEspay, 21 SEpTEMBER, 1904,

3. CommirTEE oF ELECTIONS AXD QUALIFICATIONS ;—
(1Y Maturity of Warrant reported:—Mr., Speaker reported that his W’arr-mt appointing the

(2

Committee of Elcctions and Qualifications for the present Session, laid upon the Table on
‘Wednesday, 24th August, 1904, not having been disapproved by the Assombly in the course of the
three next sitbing days on which the Assembly met for the despatch of business, had now taken
cffect as an a,ppmntment of such Committee, and intimated that it was, therefore, open to Members
of the Committee to be sworn at the Table by the Clerk, in accordance with the 117th section of
the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act, 1902,

.) Members sworn:—William Patrick Crick, Dsquire, John Rowland Dacey, Esquire, William
Arthur Holman, Esquire, Daniel Levy, Esqune Donald Macdonell, Esquire, Mark Fairles Morton,
Esquire, and Charles William Qakes, lisquire, came to the Table, am:l were sworn by the Clerk as
Members of the Committee,

5. ComaitTEE of BLECTIONS AND QUALIFI1CATIONS -~Mr. Speaker, pursuant to the requirements oi the

Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act, 1902, laid upon the Table his Warrant appointing
the Honorable James Henry Young tobe a Member of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications
for the present Session, of which the following is a copy :—

“ By the llonorable the Spsaker of the Legislative dssembly of the State of New South Wales, in
v the Commonwenlth of Australia.

# PunsUuANT to the power in that behalf vested in me, as Spealer of the Legislative Assembly of the
¢ Btate of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Austra]m, by the Parliamentary Electorates
“ and Elections Act, 1902, I do hereby appoint—

 The Honorable James Henry Young,

“ being a Member of the said Assembly, to be a Member of the Committee of Elections and
“ Qua.hﬁmt.mns in the said Act referred to, during the present Session of the Assembly aforesaid, in
«the room of Broughton Barnabas O’ Conox E‘sqmre whose seat in the Assembly became vacant
“ on the twenby-mnth day of August last, by reason of his accepta.nce of the office of Minister of
“ Public Instruction.

“ Given under my hand, at the Legiclative Assembly Chamber, Macquane -street, Sydney,
‘¢ this twenty-first day of Septcmbex in t.he vear of our Lord one thousand nine hundred
* and four,
1 « WILLIAM McCOURT,
“ Speaker.”

v
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Vores No. 8. Turspay,.27 SErTEMBER, 1904,

9. ComMITTEE OF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS —Brinsley. Hall, Esquire, came to the Table, and was
sworn by the Clerk as a Member of the Committee of Klections and Qualifications.

Vores No..8. WEDNEsDAY, 28 Sepremsrr, 1904,

4. Encerions axptQuartrications ComMirTer :—Mr.. Speaker reported that: he had reccived a letter
from Willinm Patrick Crick, Esquire;which he read to the House, resigning his seat as a Member
of the Committee of Eleetions and Qualifications.

Vores*I¥o. 10. ~'Trurspay, 29 Scpremper, 1904,
1.. CoumITTEE, OF "ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS ;—

(1.) Maturity of Warrant reported —Mr. Speaker reported that his Warrant, laid upon the Table
on ' Wednesday, . 21st instant, appointing the ¥onorable James Henry Young to be a Member of the
Committee of Elections and Qualifications for the present Session, not having been disapproved by
the Assembly in the course of the three next sitting days on which the Assembly met for the
despatch of business, had now taken effect ; and intimated that it was therefore open to Mr. Young
to be sworn at the Table by the Clork, in accordance with the 117th section of the Parliamentary
Electorates and Flections Act, 1902, :

(2) Member sworn :—Mr. Young came to the Table, and was sworn by the Clerk as a Member of the
. Committee of Elections and Qualifications.

9. Coxrrree oF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFJCATIONS :—Mr. Speaker, pursuant to the requirements of the

' “Partiamentary Electorates and Tlections Act, 1902, laid upon the Table his Warrant appointing
Thomas Waddell, Esquire, {0 be a Member of the Committec of Elections and Qualifications for the
present Session, of which the following is a copy :—

“ Iy ihe Honorable the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the State of New Sowth Wales, in the
¢ Commonwealth of dustralia.

“ Persyaxt to the power in that behalf vested in me, as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the
“ State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia, by the Parliamentary Electorates
# and Electiong Act, 1902, I do hereby appoint-—

i “ Thomas Waddell, Esquire,
“ being:a ‘Member of the said Assembly, to be a Member of the Committee of Elections and

. Qualifications in the said Act referred to, during the present Session of the Assembly aforesaid,
“*in the room of William Patrick Crick,"Esquire, resigned.

 Given under my hand, at the Legisiative Assembly Chamber, Macquarie-street, Sydney,
“ this twenty-ninth day of Scptember, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine
“$¢ hundred and four.
. WILLIAM McCOURT,
< Bpeaker.”

Vores No. 14. "Tuespay, 11 Corosrr, 1904,
2. CoxuMiTrit oF ELECTIONS AND (QQUALIFICATIORS —

(1) Muaturity of Warrant reported —DMr. Speaker reported that his Warrant, laid upon the Table
“on Thurdday, 29th Septerber, 1904, appointing Thomas Waddell, Esquire, to be 2 Member of the
Committee of Elections and Qualifieations for the present Session, not having been disapproved by
the Assembly in the course of the three next sitting days on which the Assembly met for the
despatch of business, had now taken effect; and intimated that it was therefore open to
Mr. Waddell to be sworn at the Table by the Clork, in accordance with the 117th seetion of the
.Partiamentary Electorates and Elections Act, 1902

{(2.) Member swern —Mr. Waddell "came to the Table, and was sworn. by the Clerk as a Member of
the Committee of Elections and Qualifications.

14. CoxanrTee OF ELioTioNs Axp QUALIFICATIONS (Appointment of First Meeting of Committee) :—
Pursuant to the requirement of the 121st section of the Parliamentary Electorates and Tlections
Act, 1902, Mr. Speaker appointed the first mesting of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications
to. take place at Eleven o'clock, a.m., on Tuesday next, in No. 3 Committee Room.

VoTES
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Vores No. 14. Tuespay, 11 Octoser, 1904,

4. Evecrion Pemriox (e Castlereagh):—Mr. Hogue, by ecommand, laid upon the Table an Election
Petition, which had been addressed to His Excellency the Governor from William Channing .
a’'Beckett, of Wellington, in the State of New South Wales, Esquire, alleging that, at the General

. Election, held on the 6th August, 1904, for the return of Members to serve in the Legislative
Assembly, Hugh Maedonald, of Coonamble, journalist, and your Petitioner were severally candidates
for election as Member for the Klectoral District of The Castlereagh ; that before the election
Petitioner wos duly nominated for election ; that before and at the time of such nomination and
from thence Petitioner was and is a person duly qualified by Jaw to be elected ; that there were
forty-one polling-places in the Electorate duly appointed at which a poll was to be taken, and a poll
was held at the several places as appointed ; that Peter Aloysius Polin was the Returning Oflicer
appointed for fhe Electoral District of The Castlereagh, to take sueh poll; that on the 11th
August lost the Returning Officer declared the number of votes polled to be as follows, namely :—
For the said Hugh Macdonald, ane thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven; and for your Petitioner,
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three ; informal, fifty-three,—and thereupon declared HMugh
Macdonald to be duly elected as a Member of the Assembly for the Electoral District of The
Castlereagh ; and afterwarde endorsed on the writ the name of Hugh Macdonald as the person so
elect