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ABOLITION OF PUNISHMENT BY ‘WHIPriNG BILL

Motion made {Mr. Sarold Stephen) for Icatc to bring in, I? ; read 1°, 55 ; Order of tbo Day 
postponed, 80, 107, J30, 175 ; motion beinp; moved for postponoment of the Order of the Day, 
and House counted out, 225; Order of tbc Day postponed, 241, 313, 39S; motion made 
for, 2", and negatived, 502.

ABOBIGINES:—
Annual Report of the Board for the Protection of, laid on Table, 403.............................................

ABUSES IN CONNECTION WITH THE SHIPPING OP NEW SOUTH WALES
Motion made (Mr. O'Sullivan) fora Select Committee to investigate and report upon complaints 

made regarding unseaworthy ships, murine surveys, tampering with the Plimsoll mark, 
insufficiency of life-saving appliances, overloading, shipment and defective berthing of seamen, 
and other alleged, 333.

Petitions phesesied amp deterred to Select Committee:—
F, J. Thomas, Chairman of the Steamship Owners’ Association, for leave to appear before (he

Select Committee, 359 ......................................................................................................................
T. D. Hay, Secretary of iho Australasian Institution of Marino Engineers with similar prayer, 409. 

ACTING CLERK OF ASSEMBLY {See “ CLERK OF ASSEMBLY ”)
ACTIONS FOR LOSS BY FIRES fSee “RAILWAYS”)
ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES (See “FINANCE”)
ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY

Motion made (Sir Patrick Jrnningt) that during remainder of Session, Monday be a Sitting Day 
of the Hoaao, and that Government Business take precedence of General Business on that 
day—amendment that House meet at 2'30 p.m. on each Sitting Day, and that no new 
business be taken after 10 30 p.m,—negatived—original motion carried, 539.

ADDITIONAL STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATE BILL:—
Message from the Governor recommending, 507; motion made (Mr. Oarvan) for Committee of 

the Whole, 511; Order of the Day discharged, 653.
ADDRESS

Itr rkfey to G oyer nod's Opening Speech:—
Select Committee appointed, 9; brought up and read by Clerk, 10 ; amendment moved, and Debate 

adjourned, 10y resumed and adjourned, 13, 10, 2o, 24, 27, 37, 40; amendment negatived and 
original question agreed to, 41; presented to Lieutenant-Governor, and answer reported, 43.

To Governor —
In acknowledgment of His Excellency’s (Lord Carrington) Message respecting his Appointment,

67; answer from His Excellency the Governor reported, 71 .......................................................
Returning Estimates for 1886, and Supplementary Estimates for 1833 and previous years, 89, 165. 
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REFERENCES TO THE TOTES AMO PROCEEDINGS, TOL. I—I2TH PARLIAMENT—SESSION, I 8S5-5. PAPERS,

A
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ADJOURNMENT:—
Of House :—

Motion made for, and passed, S, 16, 20,41, 56, 98, 113, 116, 118, 126,160,169, 223, 254, 306, 310, 
327, 355, 362, 380, 385, 396, 406, 422, 475, 494, 497, 593, 602, 619, 644, 653.

Motion made for, and negatived, 31, 36, 51 ("), 74, 98, 108, 151, 175, 185,189, 193 (s), 207, 216, 
223, 225, 230 246, 253, 264, 268, 277, 281, 306, 309, 315, 321, 323, 338, 345, 367, 373, 385, 
398, 408, 435,’ 448, 456, 461, 465, 469, 473, 474, 473, 4S9, 507, 526, 532, 555, 561, 589, 592 
601, 607, 652, 656. _ _ _

Motion made for, after Ministerial Statement, and negatived on Division, 109.
Motion made for, and withdrawn, 45, 82, 100, 103, 120, 137, 169, 178, 265, 322, 345, 657-
Motion made for, and House counted out, 427, 596
Motion made for, during a Debate, 322, 341 (continuous siiii-ng). _
Motion made for, as a mark of respect to the memory of the late Sir Alexander Stuart, and ■with

drawn, 323.
For want of a quorum before commencement of business, 363, 417, 551.
For want of a quorum after commencement of business, 189, 225, 314, 427, 450, 466, 556, 563, 

596, 615.
Of Debate:—

Motion made for, and passed, and to take precedence, 10, 13, 16, 20, 24, 28, 37, 102,173,1; 8. 
Motion made for, and passed, 164, 189, 211, 230, 295, 296, 318, 322, 327, 333, 33S, 345, 350, 414, 

445, 449 (s), 465, 4S4, 490, 518, 519, 598, 621.
Motion made for, and withdrawn, 137, 332, 540, 614'.
Motion made for, and negatxred, 145, 178, 189, 315, 322, 448, 457, 532, 533.

Special 51, 53, 69, 72, 82,103,123,126,137,199, 265, 345, 630, 656.
ADMINISTRATION, NEW

House informed of steps taken in formation of, by Mr. Dibbs, 43.
Formation of Sir John Robertson’s, announced, and Seats declared vacant, 72; Write returned 

and Members sworn, 73. _ ,
Formation of Sir Patrick Jennings’s announced, and Seats declared vacant, 125 ; Writs returned 

and Members sworn, 127- 
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

Coonan a. Atkinson:— ,
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of the Supreme Court records, Judge’s Notes, &c., having

reference to the case of, 65 j Return to Address laid on Table, 97..............................................
Dr. Callaghan, J.P.:— _

Motion made (Mr. Sowman) for all correspondence relating to the appointment of, as Licensing 
Magistrate, Windsor, in the room of Mr, M'Quade, 185; Return to Order laid on Table (not 
printed), 222.

Pierce Fowler:—
Motion made (Mr. Garland) for all papers, minutes, &o,, in reference to the charges brought

against, for forgery and embezzlement, 82; Return to Address laid on Table, 193 ...................
Punishment bv Whipping :—

Motion made (Jfr. Harold Stephen) for a return showing particulars of eases of, 146 ; Return (is 
part) to Address laid on Table, 222 ; Supplementary Return to Address laid on Table, 321 ... 

Regina ». Pulyer :—
Motion made (Mr. Bowman) for copies of all depositions, official minutes, and correspondence

relative to case of, tried at Tamworlh, 188; Return to Address laid on Table, 291..................
The Police e. Samuel Akmagee :—

Motion made (Mr. Neild) for copies of all depositions in case of, 188; Return to Address laid on 
Table (not printed), 240.

Mb. Cohan, J.P.,
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of alt letters, reports, and other documents referring to the 

temporary appointment of, as Acting Police Magistrate for portion of Eden Electorate, 284;
Return to Order laid on Table, 440................................. ....... ........................................................

Case op Mrs. Foote ,
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of all letters, depositions, and other documents referring 

to, recently charged before the Bench at East Maitland with larceny, 284; Return to Address
laid on Table, 444 .............................................................................................................................

Paid Maoistrates op the Colony i
Motion made (Mr. Henry Ctarlce) for a return giving names, length of service, and other 

particulars of, including Stipendiary Magistrates, 299; Return to Order laid on Table, 651... 
Charges against Edwabd Brown Holt j— _ _

Motion made (Mr. W-isdom) for copies of depositions in case of, the names of witnesses, nature of
evidence, and other particulars, 301; Return to Address laid on Table, 325..............................

Stipendiary Magistrates :— ....
Motion made (Mr. Neild) for a return showing the time actually occupied daily in the bearing of 

cases, at the Central and Water Police Offices, by the several, 325 ; Return to Order laid on
Table, 566 .........................................................................................................................................

Ex-clergyman Coombes:—
Depositions in ease of, laid on Table, 337 .................................................................................... ........

Police Magistrates and Clerks of Petty Sessions :— _ _
Motion made (Mr. Neild) for a return showing amounts paid to, for expenses incurred removing

from one district to another, 341; Return to Order laid on Tabic, 402......................................
Messrs. A. Forsyth & Co. a. The Minister foe Public Works:— .

Motion made (ilfr. Forsyth) for copies of all papers, letters, minutes, &c., relating to the claim for 
compensation mid the action at law thereon, tried in the Supreme Court, 353; Return to
Order laid on Table, 354; Further Return to Order laid on Table, 440 ..................................

Supreme Court:—
Motion made (Mr. W. J. Fergusson) for the issue of a Royal Commission to inquire into and report 

upon the present constitution of, and its various branches and the practice and procedure 
thereof, and as to desirableness of introducing reforms with a view to the better adminis
tration of Justice and the lessening of the costs of litigation, 412.

Claim op Charles Stevens :— _
Motion made (Jl/h Vaughn) for Select Committee to enquire into and report upon, arising out of 

the action Pearson a. Stevens, tried in the Supreme Court, and Report of Session 1883-4. 
referred, 258 • Report brought up, 443 j motion made for adoption of Report and Debate 
adjourned, 518; Order of the Day postponed, 672, 658.

Mr. George Stevenson :— . . . |
Petition from residents of the Macleay River, referring to recent inquiry into alleged irregularities 

in discharge of official duties of, as Clerk of Petty Sessions, Kempsey, slating that injustice 
has been done, and praying for a searching inquiry by a Select Committee, presented, 469 ...I
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BEPERENCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, TOL. I—12TH PABLIAMENT—SESSION 1885-6, PAPER'S.

VOL,

A
ADMINISTRATION OR JUSTICE (contimied)

Cikcuit Courts :—
Motion made (Mr. Holborom) for a Return showing the hours the Judges eat during the last four 

circuits, with particulars of business dealt with, and the amount expended in the erection of 
’ Courthouses, 483.

Convictions and Committals ot Juvenile Oftendens :—
Return of, under sixteen years of age, for 1883-1886, laid on Table, 483 ..........................................

Industeial Skill of Prisoners in Gaols :— _
Motion made (Mr. Kidd) for a Return showing the particulars of, 496 j Return to Order laid on

Table, 613 .........................................................................................................................................
Kempsey District:—

Proceedings and Papers referring to the Inquiry into, laid on Table, 496..........................................
Release from Gaol of Patrick Hall

Correspondence, &c., respecting, laid on Table, 613 ..............................................................................
Petty Sessions Cases heard at Armidale, Glen Innes, Intbbell, and Tentehtield :—

Return showing number of, during 1885, and to 30th June, 3886, laid on Table, 629 ..................
ADMISSION TO THE BODY OF THE HOUSE:— _

The Hon, W. H, Burgess, Colonial Treasurer oE Tasmania, 62.
AT) VALOREM DUTIES (Sco “ FINANCE" also “TARIFF”)
ADVERTISEMENTS (See " GOVERNMENT ”)
ADVICE TO THE GOVERNOR (See “MINISTERIAL ADVICE TO THE GOVERNOR”) 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE (See “SUPPLY” also “TARIFF ”)
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES...

Motion made (Mr. O-oaU) for a return allowing the names of all, which have participated in the 
annual grants, showing the amounts paid to each, including special grants, 257; Return to
Order laid on Tabl e, 318 ..................................... ...........................................................................

AGRICULTURE AND LIVE STOCK:—
Returns of, for the year ended 31et March, 1886, laid on Table, 233 .................................................

AIREY, LIEUTENANT H. P. (See “ARTILLERY, PERMANENT”)
ALBANY (Sec " DEFENCE”)
ALBURY (See “WATER SUPPLY”)
ALIGNMENT OE STREETS:— , _ . .

Motion made (Mr. Abbott) for return showing the name of caoh Municipal Borough, within 10 
miles of Sydney, whose streets have been aligned, with particulars of, 294; Return to Order
laid on Table, 539...............................................................................................................................

ALLANDALE (Sec "RAILWAYS”)
ALPHABETICAL REGISTER OF ADDRESSES AND ORDERS :—

Sessional Paper ... ....................................................................................................................................
ALPHABETICAL REGISTER OE BILLS

Sessional Paper .........................................................................................................................................
ANNEXATION (See “NEW HEBRIDES” also "DESPATCHES”)
ANSWERS AND QUESTIONS (See also "QUESTIONS”)

Sessional Order passed, 46.
APPEAL TO THE PRIVY COUNCIL :— __

Proceedings in eaee of Barton e. Taylor, laid on Table, 253 ..............................................................
APPROPRIATION BILL_

Ordered (Sir Patrick Jennings), founded on Resolutions of Ways and Means Nos. 13 and 16, 
presented and road 1°, 643 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted; 
read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 6S3 ; returned without amendment, 656 ; assented to in 
Legislative Council Chamber, 660.

ARBITRATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—
Motion made (Mr. Forsyth) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 163 ; Order of the Day 

postponed, 189, 229 ; read 2° and committed,—no report from Committee, 331.
ARMAGER, SAMUEL (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”)
ARMIDALE (See " CROWN LANDS ” also ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”)
ARMSTRONG, CAPTAIN:— , .

Petition from, setting forth circumstances of his removal from office of Resident Magistrate of 
Lord Howe Island, that recommendation of Select Committee has never been acted upon, and 
praying to be heard by Counsel at the Bar, presented, 128; motion made (Mr. O'Sullivan) 
that the prayer of the Petition be granted, 193 ; motion, contingent on passing of Inst motion, 
made, that Counsel be now heard, and Mr. Buchanan, Counsel learned in the Law, heard at 
the Bar, 193.

Certain letters and other documents, from which ho had quoted, relative to the ease of, laid on 
Table by Sir John Robertson (not printed), 193.

Motion made (Mr. Trickett) for Committee of the Whole to consider Address to Governor, that 
necessary steps be taken to provide a sum not exceeding £3,000 as compensation to, for all 
consequences of his dismissal as Resident Magistrate of Lord Howe Island, and debate 
adjourned, 333; Order of the Day postponed, 453; debate resumed, resolution earned, on 
casting vote of Mr. Speaker, 570 ; Order of the Day postponed, 583, 597, 633; House in 
Committee,—no report, 657. p

Petition from, that his case has now been more than four years before Parliament, and praying
earliest and serious consideration before prorogation, presented and read by Clerk, 652......

ARMSTRONG'S SETTLEMENT BILL:— _ .
Received from Legislative Counoil and read 1°, 562 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amend

ment, and report adopted, 572 ; read 3°, passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 
681; assent reported, 611.

ARMS AND AMMUNITION :—
Return of, in Ordnance Department, laid on Table, 402......................................................................

ART GALLERY, NATIONAL :—
Statistical information respecting, laid on Table, 15 .............................................................................

ARTILLERY, PERMANENT :—
Daniki, Beilaft :—

Petition from, complaining of his dismissal from the Force, presented, 60 ................................ .
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) that a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into case of, 449. 

Spalding-Aiumy Inquiex :— _ . .
Correspondence respecting promotion of Lieutenant H, P. Airey to the rank of Captain, laid on

Table, 120............................................................................................................................................
Conduct of Sergeakt Culien :— _ _

Motion made (Mr, G-. A. Lloyd) for copies of all papers in connection with a mdilary investigation 
into, 414 ; Return to Address laid on Table, 489 ...........................................................................
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BEifEHEXCES TO THE VOTES ASD PROOEEDIKaS, VOE. I—I2TII PABMAMENT—SESSION 1885-6, PAPERS.

VOE.

A
ASHFIELD (See “RAILWAYS”)
ASHFIELD CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL BILL

Petition presented {Mr. Hammond) for leave to bring in, 117 ; leave given, presented and read 1°, 
119; referred to Select Coramitlee, 130 ; Report brought up, 178; Order of the Day post
poned, 229; rend 2:', committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 2-tl; read 
3°, passed, and sent to Council, 215 ; returned with amendment, 285; amendment agreed to,
332; assent reported, 360. . , __ _

ASSEMBLY (See also “ ADJOURNMENT” also “ CHAIRMAN OE COMMITTEES' also “ CLERK 
OE ASSEMBLY” also “PARLIAMENT” also ‘'PRIVILEGE'’ also "SPEAKER”)

Sitting on Sunday, 3S0.
Continuous sitting, 31J, 343, 380, 339, 533. ^
Scrgcant-at-Arms removes the Honorable Member for Morpeth, Mr. Wisdom, from the Chamber 

for persistent obstruction and disorder, 380.
Sergeant-at-Arms takes the Honorable Member for Morpoth, Sir. Wisdom, into custody on 

Speaker's warrant, 60S.
Member named by Air. Speaker, 440.
Message from Commissioners on opening Parliament, 3.
Usher of Black Rod delivers Message, 3, 8.
Members sworn, 4, 7, 8, 13, 17, 21, 73,100, 127, 246 (a), Old, 359.
Tro Formd Bill, S.
Opening Speech, S.
Address in Reply, 9, 10,13, 16, 20,24, 27, 37, 40, 41,43.
Committee appointed to inspect Journals of Legislative Council as to proceedings on Sydney 

Corporation Act Amendment Bill, 240. «
Previous Question proposed and passed, 263. _ _
No report from Committee of the Whole, 331, 405, 567, 657.
Interruption of business, 13, 100, 609, 656,
Ballot for Select Committee, 60.
Call of the House, 197, 264, 265, 268.
Vacant seats, 72, 125, 126, 259, 331. _
Standing Orders suspended, 80, 112, 133, 134, 135,150 (5h 184, 19^, 261, 361, 492.
Orders of the Day discharged, 130 (3), 193, 240, 257 (2), 301, 333, 367, 372, 398, 409, 412, 4-53,

530, 571, 572,607, 613, 614.0, 651,653 (1),058 (2). ^
Bill withdrawn, 130 0, 257 0, 301, 367, 372, 398, 409, 530, 571, 5<2, 607, 613, 614 0, 6o3 (6), 

658 0.
■ Bill recommitted, 362, 454,479, 526,534, 5S3, 597. . _

Bill laid aside in consequence of amendments made by Legislative Council, 354, 453.
No Tellers on Division, 160, 189, 398, 541, 516.
Casting Vote given by Mr. Speaker, 570.
Counsel heard at the Bar, 193. __
Resolutions required (o be put seriatim, and negatived, 378.
Elections and Qualifications Committee, 16, 31, 36 0 , 68, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75 0 , 80, 81, 100, 102, 

142 161
■ Sittings after midnight, 41, 65, 147. 178, 179, 180, 220, 223, 233, 240, 251, 265, 281,287, 301,306, 

309, 318, 323, 327,341, 345, 353, 378,380 (*), 3S3, 390, 401, 496, 4-09,416, 422,436, 440,457, 
462, 470, 475, 484, 490, 494, 497, 507, 511, 524, 529, 532, 54V 54-5, 559, 567, 571, 577, 582, 
589, 593, 602, G07, 015, 621, 623, 630, 639, 643, 647, 053, 656.

Ministerial statement made by the Hon. G. R. Dibbs, 43, 67, OS, 69.
Ho. do. Sir John Robertson, 74, 90, 109, 115. 118, 120.
Do. do. Sir Patrick Jennings, 127, 160, 315, 313, 385, 474 , 485, 503,

. 523,532,602. , ,
Statement by Sir Patrick Jennings ns to stops taken by him towards the formation of a Ministry, 123. 
Sessional Orders passed, 45, 4-6, 4-7, 222, 254.

Do. Additional Sitting Day (Monday), 539.^ ^ ^
Precedence of Government Business on Prirate Day, 53, 62, 155, 3/7, 3/8.

Do do Tuesdays, 222. _ ^
Alternation of General Noliecs of Motions and" Orders of the Day on Fridays. 2e4,
General Business posljxmed till later on the Notice Paper, 142, 550, 583. ^
Deputy Speaker’s Commission, Mr. Garrett, 49 ; Mr. Trickett, 157 ; Mr, Slattery, 39o.
New Administration announced, 43, 72, 125.
Vote of Censure—Policy of the Government, 102.

Do. New Hebrides, 173,177, 178,179.
Sir Peter Scratchier, K.C.M.G.—Motion expressing condolence with Lady Scratchley on deatli 

of, 49 ; reply, 71.
Sir Alexander Stuart, K.C.M.G, M.L.C.—Motion expressing condolence with Lady Stuart and 

family on death of, 323; replv (by cable) reported, 351.
Letter from Sir John Robertson resigning his seat as a Member for Mudgce, entered on Records of 

the House, 331.
Contingent motions moved, 193, 201, 205, 230, 292, 449.

Do. —objeefiontaken to a Member moving, on behalf of another Member. 24,>.
The Hon. W. H. Burgess, Colonial Treasurer of Tasmania, admitted to the body of the House, 02 
Refers Question buek'ta Select Committee for furl her inquiry and report, 120.
Committee of the Whole asked leave to sit again on “ Tuesday " amendment proposed 1 Wednesday 

and withdrawn, 185. _
Papers laid upon Table by a private Member (not printed), 103, 3oa. . .
Disorder—Mr. Speaker resumed Chair having observed grave disorder in Committee of the 

Whole, 379 0. . . ,
Do. Mr. Wisdom, Hon. Member for Morpeth, guilty of persistent obstruction oitcl 

disorder, 379. Mr. Speaker directed his removal from the Chamber, 380. _
Do. Mr. Shepherd called on by name, heard in bis place, withdrew words, and apologized, 

440.
Do. Reported from Committee of the Whole—words used by Sir Henry Parkcs—during 

debate words used bv Air. Wisdom adjudged disorderly, Ac,, Air. Wisdom 
refused to comply witirthe resolution of the House, adjudged guilty of contempt,' 
and committed to the custody of the Sergeant,-at-Arms on Air. Speaker’s warrant, 
607, 608 ; Sir Henry Parkos’s explanation of words used by him accepted ns 
satisfactoi'y* fiO*?.

Bo. Nr. Wifdoiivj iron. Member for Morpeth, called byname by Mr, Deputy Speaker {Mr. 
. Slattery)) G5G.
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Motion made (Mr. Copland) that Sir Henry Parkos ho now heard, 100.
Motion made' (Mr, Thompson) that Sir John Robertson he now heard, 100.
Motion made (Jlfr. Garrett) (1) That the Ballot-papers, Electoral District of Yonng, he laid upon 

the Table, (2) That the Clerks at the Table examine the ballot-papers taken at No. 2 Booth, 
Young, and fcho Speaker report the result—-Mr. Speaker ruled that paragraph (2) cannot be 
pat,—amended motion withdrawn, 94.

Motion made (Mr. Harold Stephen) that the ballot-papers, Electoral District of Young, be laid on 
Table, and negatived on Division ,278.

Motion made (jffi*. Thompson) that the dignity and honor of this House will he conserved by taking 
stops to prevent the sale of intoxicating drinks in the Parliamentary Refreshment Room, except 
at meal-times, and House counted out, 314.

Motion made (Mr Hey don) for Committee of the Whole to consider the necessary steps to be 
taken to make provision in tho Estimates for the Payment of Members of the Legislative 
Assembly, 155 ; Order of the Day postponed, 175 ; House in Committee and progress 
reported, 185 ; leave given to sit again on “Tuesday” next, after amendment “ Wednesday ’ 
had been proposed and withdrawn, 186; House in Committee and progress reported, 194; 
Call of the House to consider the Question, 197, 261, 265(»), 268; House in Committee, 
Point of Order reported and decided, Committee resumed, and Resolution reported, 265 j 
Order of the Day postponed, 278, 29G ; resolution received, read 1°, 2°, and agreed to, 333.

Motion made (Sir Henry Tarkes) that the ruling of the Speaker given on Saturday, 10th July, a.m 
“ is” contrary alike to the letter of the Standing and Sessional Orders and to the practice of 
Parliament as established by former Speakers of this House, and has a direct tendency to 
curtail the privileges of Parliament, and to undermine the just protection of minorities,— 
amendment moved (Sir Patrick Jimninys) to omit all words after “ is” and to insert in their 
plneo_“ consistent with the right understanding of the Rules, Orders, and Usages of Parlia
ment ; is warranted by precedent; and tends to preserve and protect the due course of Public 
Business without infringing the rights of minorities ; and this House endorses and confirms 
the ruling accordingly”—amendmentand motion as amended carried on division, 389, 390.

Motion made (Mr. Garrett) that the Resolution agreed to on the 14th July, 1886, in reference to 
« Mr. Speakers’ Ruling—Continuous Sitting,” bo rescinded, 544; and negatived, C45.

Motion made (Mr. Poster) that the removal and exclusion of tho honorable and learned member 
for Morpeth from the House by the “ Speaker” without the order or resolution of the House, 
were contrary to the law and usages of Parliament and the privileges of this House ; amend
ment moved (Mr. Want) to substitute other words after “ Speaker,” 402; and amendment
carried, 403. , , . , , .

Motion made (Mr. W. J. Fcrynsson) for Committee of the Whole to consider whether it be reierred! 
to the Standing Orders Committee that members serving on Select Committees on Private: 
Bills ho paid, and that to provide therefor parties applying for Private Bills be required to, 
deposit an additional £25, 413 ; Order of the Day postponed, 425, 572, 058.

Motion made (Mr. G. A. Lloyd), for a Return giving particulars of cost of printing and binding 
Parliamentary Papers and Hansard, for Session 1883-4, 489.

Ministerial advice to the Governor and resignation of the Ministry—correspondeneo laid on iablc
and road by Clerk, 111 ............................................ ....................................................................

Paper respecting assumed state of parties in the House, laid on Table (not printed), 111.^ 
Proceedings in tho Appeal to Privy Council in case of Barton v. Taylor, laid on Table, 253......
Motion made (Mr. Aliyail) for copies, in detail, of the whole costs to the country in tho eases 

Taylor v. Barton and others, 394.
Votes and Proceedings, Nos. 1 to 153 ............. ............................................................. .....................
Business undisposed of, at the close of the Session............ .................... _■...........................................
Attendances of Members in Divisions and Counts-out during the Session......................................
Business of the Session ................. ....... ................................ -y.............................................................
Weekly Reports of Divisions in Committee of the Whole, Nos. 1 to 21..........................................
Weekly Abstracts of Petitions received. Nos. 1 to 41..........................................................................
Alphabetical Registers of Bills..............................................................................................................
Alphabetical Registers of Addresses and Orders................. ................................................................
Standing and Select Committees appointed during the Session ......................................................
Explanatory Abstracts of sums estimated and voted......................................... ................................

ASSENT TO BILLS (See also “ MESSAGES”)
Given in Legislative Council Chamber, 660.

ASSIGNEES OF EIRE INSURANCE POLICIES ENABLING BTLD:—
Motion made (Jlfr. TFaH) for leave to bring in, 570; presented and read 1 , 630; Order of tho 

Day postponed, 657-
ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY FOR LANDS (See“CROWN LANDS )

r

ASYLUMS
Eon Inebriates :— . , ,, . ... . , ,

Petition from residents of Sydney and Suburbs, urging tho necessity for the establishment ot,
presented, 359 .................................. ...................... . . , .

Petition from residents of Hartley and surrounding District, with similar prayer, presented, od5...

Motion made (Afr. Sydney Smith) for copies of all correspondence, minutes, Ad., having reference 
to the supply of a boiler for, 412.

K Motoi^ade (Dr. Wilkinson) for return showing ‘particulars of Expenditure on treatment of 

Children and cost per head, 633.
Government, tor Ixtirm and Destitute :— '

Report of 1885, laid on Table, 642 ...................................... .......................
ATTENDANCE OFFICERS (Sec “EDUCATION”)
ATTENDANCES OF MEMBERS IN DIVISIONS AND COUNTS-OUT;

Sessional Paper .........................................................................................................................................
AUDIT, BOARD OF (See " FINANCE”)
AUDITOR GENERAL

Special Report from, respecting transfer of £275,000 to Treasurer s Advance Account, such
transfer not being within the provisions of tho Audit Act, laid on Table, 74...... .......................

Abstracts of tho Public Accounts for 1885, with Report thereon by, laid on Table, 455..................
AUSTRALASIAN STOCK CONFERENCE (See "STOCK”)
AUSTRALIAN BARB WIRE COMPANY

Copies of papers referring (o orders given to, for supply and erection of barbed wire fencing, laid 
on Table, 301 .............................................................. ............................ -........................................
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A
AUSTRALIAN JOINT STOCK BANK ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Petition presented {Mr. /vet) for leave to bring in, 309 j leave given, presented and read 1°, 313; 
referred to Select Committee, 317 ; Report brought up, 408 ; read 2°, commiUcd, reported 
without amendment, and report adopted, 603; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 607 ; 
returned without amendment, 561; assent reported, 588.

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM
Report of the Trustees for 1884, laid on Table, 15 ............................................................................

Do 1885, do 478 ...............................................................................

8

4
4

723

453
519

B
BALANCES (See “ FINANCE")
BALLOTINCt FOR SELECT COMMITTEES:—

Sessional Order passed, 46.
For Select Committee—Privilege—Mr. Melville, M.P., 60.

BALLOT PAPERS, ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF YOUNG
Motion made (Mr. Oarreti), (1) That tho ballot-papers be laid on Table, and (2) that those taken 

at No. 2 Booth, Young, bo examined by tho Clerks at the Table and the Speaker report the 
result,—Speaker ruled that paragraph (2) cannot be put; amended motion, by leave, with
drawn, 94. '

Motion made (Mr. Sarold Stephen) that the Ballot-papers be laid upon Table, and negatived on 
Division, 278.

BALMAIN CEMETERIES CLOSING BILL:—
Motion made (Mr. Garrard) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 317; Order of the Day 

discharged and Bill withdrawn, 372.
BALMAIN TRAMWAY BILL:—

Petition presented (Mr. Jiurns) for leave to bring in, 60; leave given, (Mr. Spam) and read 1°, 65; 
referred to Select Committee, 81 ; Report brought up, 98; Order of tho Day postponed, 130; 
read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, and report adopted, 189; Order of the Day 
postponed, 193 ; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 197; returned with amendments, 286; 
amendments agreed to and disagreed to, 332; Message to Council, 343 ; Council insists on its 
amendments disagreed to, 3S8; disagreements to Council's amendments not insisted upon, 399; 
assent reported, 424.

BANK:—
GovBBtrMENT Savings :—

Statement of Accounts, for the year 1885, laid on Table, 128
Amended Regulations, laid on Table, 142..............................

BANK LIABILITIES AND ASSETS :-
For Quarter ended 30th September, 1885, laid on Tablo, 8

Do 31st December, 1885, do 97
Do 31st March, 1886, do 243
Do 30th June, 1886, do 453

BANK OF ENGLAND (See "FINANCE”)
BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES ACTS AMENDMENT BILL :—

Received from Council and read 1°, 169 ; Order of the Day postponed, 189; read 2a, committed, 
reported without amendment, and report adopted, 257; road 3°, passed, and returned to 
Council without amendment, 260; assent reported, 300.

BANKING ACCOUNT (See “ FINANCE")
BARB WIRE (See "AUSTRALIAN BARB WIRE COMPANY”)
BARBOUR, MR. ROBERT:—

Proposed as Chairman of Committees, and negatived, 143,
Srivik-qe;—Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for a Select Committee to inquire into and report upon 

the circumstances connected with the voidaneo and re-selection of R. Barbour’s conditional
purchase, Parish of Couridjah, County of Camden, 338; motion made (Mr. Bari out) for 
leave to appear before the Committee in person or by Counsel, 343 ; Report brought up and
road by Clerk, 408 ......................................................................... .................................................

BAR OF THE HOUSE :—
Mr. Buchanan, Counsel learned in the Law, heard on behalf of Captain Armstrong, 193. 

BARKER’S ESTATE BILL :—
Petition presented (Afr. Teece) for leave to bring in, 50; leave given, and read 1°, 66 ; referred to 

Select Committee, 61; Report brought up, 68 ; Order of the Day postponed, 80, 116, 130, 
161, 176, 189; read 2:l, committed, reported with amendments, and report adopted, 212; read 
3° and passed, 215; sent to Council, 216.

BARRISTERS BILL:—
Motion made (Mr.Seild) for leave to bring in, and read 1°, 47; Order of tho Day postponed, 

61, 80, 116,130,177, 204, 256; on motion for 2°, Point of Order taken, that Title did not 
correspond with Order of Leave, and clauses were not covered by tho Title, and sustained—Order 
of the Day discharged, and Bill withdrawn, 257. -

BARRISTERS BILL (No. 2j :—
Motion made (Jlfr. Neild) for leave to bring in, 313; presented and read 1°, 818 ; Order of the 

Day postponed, 372, 465; Order of the Day discharged, and Bill withdrawn, 571.
BARTON AND GOOLD MESSRS. (See “RAILWAYS”)
BARTON, MR. E. H. (See “ CROWN LANDS ”)
BARTON, THE HONORABLE EDMUND:—

Elected Speaker, 5; presented to Governor, 7. 
v. Tavloe—Appeal to Phiw Council:—

Proceedings in, laid on Table, 253 ............................................................................................ ............
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies in detail of the whole costs to the country in the case* 

Taylor v. Barton and others, 394.
BATHURST (See “WATER SUPPLY”)
BEER (See "SPIRITS, WINE, AND BEER”)
BEHAN, DANIEL (See “ARTILLERY, PERMANENT ”)
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BELL’S ESTATE BILL:— „ „ , „ ,
Petition preacnted (Mr. Trickett), for leave to bring m, 116 ; 62nd Standing Order auspended, 

134; leave given, presented and read 1°, 135; referred to Select Committeo, 141; Koport 
brought up, 261; read 2°, comrnitted, reported without amendment and report adopted, 331; 
read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 337; returned without amendment, 374; assent reported, 
424.

BENEVOLENT ASYLUM,
Statement respecting relief afforded to indigent persons, laid on Table, 151......................................

BENNETT’S RAILWAY BILL .
61st Standing Order suspended, 184; Petition presented fMr. Humpheri/J for leave to bring in, 

188; leave given, presented and read 1°, 192 ; referred to Select Committee, 197 ; Report 
brought up, 278 ; read 2° and committed, 332 ; Order of the Day postponed, 399, 414 ; House 
in Committee, Bill reported with amendments and report adopted, 427; read 3°, passed, 
and sent lo Council, 434; returned with amendments, 531; amendments agreed to, 672;

6

2

8

743

725

757

assent reported, 599.
BERNEY, MR. AUGUSTUS (See “ CUSTOMS ”)
BERREMBED (See “CROWN LANDS”)
BILLABONG RIVER (See '* RESERVES ”) ,
BILLS

Withdrawn, 130 {*), 257 (*), 301, 367,372,398,409,530,671,572,607, 613,614 (!),653 (*), 658 (!) 
Laid aside in consequence of amendments made by Legislative Council, 354, 453.
Recommitted, 362, 454, 479, 526, 634, 583, 097.
Alphabetical Register of ..........................................................................................................................

BINGERA DISTRICT (See “MINING”)
BINN1E ESTATE (Sea “ ROADS ”)
BIRD ESTATE BILL:— ,

Petition presented fMr. Turves) for leave to bring in, 188; leave given, 193; presented and 
read 1°, 216; referred to Select Committee, 220; Report brought up, 314; Order of the 
Day postponed, 385; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 
465 ; Order of the Day postponed, 469 ; rend 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 473 ; returned 
without amendment, 528; assent reported, 556.

BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES, COUNTY OF CUMBERLANU .
Motion made (Mr. Huicmitn) for a return showing tho names of the Registrars of, specifying

whether they hold any other public office, 185 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 220 ..............
BISHOPRIC AND CHURCH PROPERTY (See “SYDNEY BISHOPRIC AND CHURCH 

PROPERTY BILL”)
BISHOPSCOURT SALE AND LEASING BILL

Petition presented (Mr. R. J3. Smith j for leave to bring in, 133 ; leave given, presented and read 
1°, 141 ; referred to Select Committee, 150; Report brought up (Mr. Abbott), 246; read 
2°, committed, reported with amendment, and report adopted, 331; read 3°, passed and sent 
to Council, 337 ; returned without amendment, 373 ; assent reported, 424.

BLACKPRIARS ESTATE STREETS AND LANES BILL_ .
Motion made (Mr. .Dibbs) for Committee of the Whole, 544; House in Committee, 549 ; resolution 

reported and agreed to, presented and read, l0, 550; read 2°, committed, reported without 
amendment and report adopted, 598; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 601.

BLACK ROD_
Delivers Message from Commissioners on opening Parliament, 3.
Delivers Message from tbo Lieutenant-Governor, 8 
Delivers Message from His Excellency the Governor, 660.

BLAKENEY V. PEGUS (See " TELEGRAPHS ”) ■
BLUE BOOK:—

For the year 1885, laid on Table, 539........................................................................................................
BOARD, MR. A. S. (Sec “ VOLUNTEERS ”)
BOARD’S SETTLEMENT BILL:—

Petition presented (Mr. Hyam) for leave to bring in, 117 ; G2nd Standing Order suspended 134; 
leave given, 135; presented and read 1°, 136; referred to Select Committee, 141; Report 
brought up, 175; read 2“ committed, reported with amendment, and report adopted, 211; 
read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 215; returned without amendment, 249 ; assent reported, 
277.

BODALLA ESTATE BILL:—
' Received from Council and read 1°, 68; read 2°, committed, reported withont amendment, and 

report adopted, 82 ; read 3°, possed and returned to Council without amendment, 89 ; assent 
reported, 115. -

BOMB ALA (See “RAILWAYS") '
BONDED WAREHOUSES...

Motion made (Mr. Ives) for return showing all in Sydney, with particulars of ownership, situation,
capacity, &c, 367; Return to Order, laid on Table, 453 ................................................................

BONNARD, MR. HENRY E. (See “VINE DISEASES BILL”)
BORING- FOR WATER (See “ WATER SUPPLY ”)
BOROUGH OF EAST ST. LEONARDS WHARYES BILL :— ,

Petition presented (Nfr Henry Tarkes) for leave to bring in, 507 ; leave given, presented and read, 
1°, 512; referred to Select Committee, 618; Report brought up, 532 ; Order of tho Day post
poned, 571. 618, 657.

BOTANIC GARDENS :—
Regulations, laid on Table, 13, 69, 97, 169................................................................................................

BOTANY (See "WATER SUPPLY”)
BOTTLE FOREST (See “RESERVES”)
BOUNDARIES OF MUNICIPALITIES RE-ADJUSTMENT BILL:—

Motion mode (Mr. Tibbs) for leave to bring in, 597 ; presented and read 1°, 601; Order of tho 
Day discharged and Bili withdrawn, 653.

BOURKE (See “WATER SUPPLY”; also “CROWN LANDS” also “RAILWAYS" also 
“COUNTRY TOWNS WATER AND SEWERAGE ACT”)

BOWAN PARK (See " ROADS ”)
BOWENFELS COAL-MINING AND COPPER SMELTING COMPANY’S RAILWAY (SALE 

AND VESTING) BILL :— j
Petition presented (Mr. Teece) for leave to bring in, 218; leave given, presented, and rend 1°, 214; 

referred to Select Committee, 220; name added to Committee, 225 ; Report, brought up, 369 ; 
read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 426 ; read 3:', passed, 
and sent to Council, 433 ; returned with amendment., 474 ; Council's amendment agreed to 
503; Message to Council, 504; assent reported, 540.
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BBABOUKNB PAPERS
Summary of the contents of, laid on Table, 593 ................................ .. ,

BRANDS BRANCH {See “ MINING ”)
BRAIDWOOD (See “ RAILWAYS ”)
BREACH OP PRIVILEGE (See “ PRIVILEGE ")
BREWARRANNA (See “ RESERVES ")
BRIDGES (See also “RAILWAYS'1)

Mandueama Cheek :—
Notification of resumption of land, for approaches to, laid on Table, 489 

BROWN ISLANDS
Despatch notifying Gorman Annexation of the, laid on Tablo, 164. 

BROWN, POLICE SUPERINTENDENT (See “ POLICE ”) 
BUILDING SOCIETIES BILL

Motion made (Mr. William Clarice), for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 104; Order of 
the Day postponed, 210, 225, 294, 331, $12. 425, 539 ; Order of the Day discharged and Bill 
withdrawn, 613.

BUNDARRA (See " RAILWAYS ”)
BUNGENDORE (Sco “ROADS.”)
BURGESS, THE HONORABLE W. H.

Colonial Treasurer of Tasmania, admitted lo tho body of the House, 62.
BURNS, THE HONORABLE JOHN FITZGERALD

Accepted Office as Colonial Treasurer; Seat, as Member for The Hunter, declared vacant, 72; 
issue and return of Writ reported, and sworn, 73.

BURRAGORANG MOUNTAIN;-
Road oteb:—

Motion made (Mr. Target!) for copies of J. S. Kent’s contract for construction of, with plans, 
schedules, &c., and all correspondence in connection with, 432 : Return to Order, laid on 
Table (not printed), 606.

BURROWA (See “RAILWAYS”)
BUSINESS DAYS

Sessional Order passed, 45,
Additiosal Sitting Day:—

Motion made (Sir Patrick Jenningr) that during remainder of present Session, Monday he a 
Sitting Day of this House, and tliat Government Business toko precedence of General Business 
on that Day,—amendment that House meet at 2.30 p.m. on ouch Sitting Day, and that no 
new business bo taken after 10.30 p.m. negatived,—original motion carried, 039.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSEr b B 1
Sessional Order passed, 46.
Precedence of Government Business on private day, 53, 62, 155, 377, 378.
Precedence of Government Business on Tuesdays, 222.
Alternation of General Notices of Motions and Orders of the Day on Fridays, 254.
General Business postponed till later on the Notice Paper, 142, 550, 583, 656,

BUSINESS OF THE SESSION r
Sessional Paper ......................................................... ,

BUSINESS UNDISPOSED OF AT THe'cLOSE OF THe’sESSION ■—..........................................
Sessional Paper ............................. .

BUTTERLY, MRS. CATHERINE ..............................................................................................
Petition from, detailing circumstanees under which her son had lost his life while in tho execution 

of his duty as a Railway Porter at Blayney Platform, and praying favourable consideration 
in the premises, presented, 462..................... .

BY-LAWS..............................................................
Laid on Table :—
Under Municipalities Act
Borough of Balmain, 13 .................................. .......................................................... ................ ..........-

Do Bathurst, 120.........................................................................................................................
Do Petersham, 13, 660 ...............................................................................................................
Do Q.ucanbeyan, 13...........................................................................................
Do Yaps, 13............................................................................................... " _ ”*.......
Do Mauly, 23 ............................. .......................................................................................... .
Do Gram die, 74 .......................................................................................... ............................ .
Do Albury, 69 .......................................................................................................................
Do Narrnndcra, 74 .....................................................................................................................
Do Woollahra, 74....................................................................................................
Do Burwood, 88 ........................................................................................................................
Do Alexandria, 128...... ..................................................................
Do Paddington, 169.....................................................................................................................
Do Waverley, 169,248 ....................................................................
Do Victoria, 185................................................................................................... ...................... |
Do North Willoughby, 301 ....................................................... ...............................................
Do West Maitland, 395 ...............................................................................................................
Do Darlington, 461..................................  ‘
Do Canterbury, 587 ........................................................................................ j...............
Do Siugloton, 606 ....................................................................................... , 4

Municipal District of Dubbo, 13......................................................................................" _ "
Do South Singleton, 65 ........................................................................... ..................
Do North Ulawarra, 74, 301 ................................     _
Do Leichhardt, 13,169 ......................... ................................. .......................
Do Nowra, 321,489..............................................................................................
Do Wentworth, 453................................................................................................
Do Paries, 4S9.......................................................................................  .....
Do Strathfield, 489 ........................
Do Hay, GOG................................ ..............................................................................
Do Tarec, 642 .......................................... ;......... 1.”"!!”!"!!!"!!^”!!!;!!!!!!!!;]!"’

Free Public Library, Cobar, 15.......................................................................".''..."i""!",""!"""!!!!”
Do Cootamundra, 15......................................................................................
Do Parkcs, 291....................................................
Do Lismore, 649 ........................   I,,.!!!!"!!!!."."!!!!!!!!!!
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297
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245
255
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377
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311
321
323
325
333
337
345
347
349
351



INDEX, ir

RJJFBHENOES TO TJllt VOTES ASD THOCEEDINGS, VOI. I—I2TJ1 I’AELIAMENT—SESSION 1885-6.

TOI.

rAPERS.

PAGE.

B
BY-LAWS (cOKttmrcd) —

Laid os Taish! {ccmlinuci) —
Under Nuisances Prevention Act:—
Borough of Granville, 69 .........................................

Do Albury, 69,489 .....................................
Do Young, 97 ............................................
Do Bunvood, 88, COG .................................
Do Wagga Wogga, 128 .............................
Do WnUsend, 1S5 ........................................
Do Quennbeinu, 185 ..................................
Do Darlington, 461 .....................................
Do Alexandria, 539 .....................................
Do Canlorbury, 587 .....................................

Municipal District of Dubbo, 88 .............................
Do - ITamihon, 453 ..................

Under Country Towns Water and Sewerage Act;—
Borough of Dcniliquin, 120 .....................................
Borough of Newcastle, 12S .....................................

Under Public Vehicles Regulation Act, 13 .............
Unircrsity, 128, 051 .....................................................

C

4

355 
373,367 

357 
375,371 

359 
361 
3G3 
377 
309 
379 
353 
365

985
983
385
391

c
CABLP GRAMS (See !! TELEGRAPHS”)
CALLAGHAN, DR., ,1.P.

Motion made (-1/h Afoannan) for all correspondence relating to tbo appointment of, as Licensing 
Magistrate, Windsor, in tho room of Mr. M'Quade, 185; Return lo Order, laid on Table 
(not printed), 222.

CALL OR THE HOUSE:—
Motion made (Afr, A bbott) for, to consider tho question of Payment of Members, 197; Order of 

the Day read, Call of the House proceeded with, 264, 265{s) ; absentees excused, 208. 
CAMPBELL, MR. JOHN, OF TRANGUi (See “CROWN LANDS”)
CAMPBJDLL, MR. WILLIAM ROBERT:—

Resignation of, as Member for The Gwvdir, reported and seat declared vacant., 259, 
CAMPERDOWN PARSONAGE (See “ST 'STEPHEN’S CHURCH OR ENGLAND PARSONAGE 

CAMPERDOWN LAND SALE BILL”)
CARCOAR (See “ROADS1’)
CAREENING COVE:-

Sat.i; of OoYJEnsaijiXT Land to Exccutohs of Tint i.atk Edward Lord:—
Motion made (JAV. Abbott} for all papers, plans Ac 80 : 

CARRINGTON, THE RIGHT HONORABLE BARON :-
Return to Address, laid on Table, 850...

Governor of the Colonv :—
Message No. 1, announcing appointment, 03 ; talon into consideration, and Address in acknowledg

ment adopted, 67; answer reported, 71 .............................. ...........................................................
Commission appointing, laid on Table, 65 ... . .........

CARSON WOODS’ PATENT PAVING:— ......................................................................
Correspondence respecting, at Juneo Rjilway Station, laid on Tablo, 36 .............................

CASTING VOTE:— ' ....................
Given by Mr, Speaker, 570 

CEMETERIES REGULATION BILL:—
Motion mado {Mr. Melville) for leave to bring in, 145 ; presented and read 1°, 151: Order of the 

Day postponed, 212, 229; read 2° and committed, 400; farther considered in Committee, 
503; Order of the Day postponed, 571; Order of tbe Day discharged and Bill with
drawn, G58.

CENSURE, VOTE OF:—
Policy of the Government:—

Motion made (Mr. Garvan) that tho policy of tbe Government is unsatisfactory to this House, and 
debate adjourned, 102 ; debate resumed, and motion carried on division, 108.

New HnnitiDES:—
Motion madq (Sir Henry Parkes) that any expression of acquiescence by this Government in the 

annexation of, by trance, is opposed lo the main interest of New South Wales and the other 
Australian Colonies, and that it is tho duty of this Colony to convey to the Imperial 
Government its disapproval of the colonisation by any Power other than Great Britain, and 
debate ndjoumed, 173; debate resumed, 177 ; amendment proposed, and debate adjourned, 
178; debate resumed, amendment negatived, 179; original question negatived on division, 180. 

Fresh Taxation. 0 0 ’
Motion made (Sir Henry Par ices') contingent on motion that Speaker leave the Chair to go into 

Committee of Ways and Means, in roforeneo to, and debate adjourned, 230; debate 
resumed, £32; amendment negatived on division, 233.

State pi thu Pimnc Finances—
Motion made (Sir Nenru Pariccs) that tbe present state of tbe public finances, as explained to this 

House by tbo Colonial " Treasurer” is highly unsatisfactory, and that tbe foregoing Resolution 
bo communicated by Address to His Excellency the Governor,—amendment moved (Mr, 
Abbott) to omit all the words after f lie word “Treasurer” and insert other words and debate 
adjourned, 621; debate resumed, 623 ; words omitted and motion as amended carried, 624.

CENTENARY OF THE COLONY:—
Motion made (AD1. Harold Stephen) that steps be at. once taken for tbo celebration of, and that an 

'International Exhibition be part of tho celebration, and negatived, 216.
Motion made (Mr. Reid) for Committee of the Whole lo consider tho desirableness of holding 

an Exhibition, displaying tbo resources and progress of Australasia—amendment moved to 
refer tbe question to a Select Committee—amendment and original question withdrawn, 449.

Ministerial Statement made (SirPatrick Jennings) as to proposed mode of celebrating, 503, 532. .
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CENTENARY OE THE COLONY (continued)

Motion mado {Sir Pal-rick Jennings) for Committee of t.lie Whole to consider whether stops bo 
taken to ensure a duo and fitting celebration of. in tbo year 1888, at an expense of £50,000 
and that there be erected at a cost of £75,000 a building to be called ‘‘The Centennial 
Memorial Hall” and used for a National Art Gallery and Technological Museum, 558; 
Message from Governor recommending, 559; House in Committee—Point of Order that 
a question already decided by tbe House cannot be submitted in Committee of the Whole ns 
an amendment to tbe resolution, reported and upheld by Mr. Speaker, 506; no report from.

' Committee of tho ’Whole, 567. 1
Motion made (Mr. JJaroli Stephen) for Committee of the Whole to consider whether steps should 

be at onee taken for the erection of a building which would be suitable for use in connection 
uith an International Exhibition, should such be in future decided upon, and negatived, 658.

CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION
Petition from Mayor of Sydney, as Chairman of Public Meeting of citizens, that tho honor andl 

credit of tbc colony demand that the Centenary of Australia should be celebrated in a 6Uing| 
manner by the colonists of Australasia, suggesting an Exhibition, and that the co-operation ofi
the Governments of the other colonics be inviled, presented, 377 ............................................. 1

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE:—
Motion made {Mr. Abbott) for copy of application to tbe Registrar-General for an amended, of 

certificate, vol. 70, folio 237, together with a copy of such certificate, and all papers, reports,
Ac , in reference to such application, 193; Return to Order, laid on Table, 233 ......................

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES:—
Election of Mr. Garrett, 45.
Mr. Targett proposed, 45.
Mr. Spring proposed, 45.
Deputy Speaker’s Commission, 49, 157, 395.
Deputy (Jlfr. Gould) for this day only, 111.

Do 1 (Mr Trickett) do 131, 033.
Do (Mr. Siatierij) do 247.
Do (Mr. Day) do 642, 040, 652, 666.

Resignation of office of, by Mr. Garrett, 134.
Mr, Targett proposed and negatived on division, 143. j
Mr. Garrard do do 143. j
Mr. Barbour do 143. ’
Mr. William Clarke proposed, 143; and negatived on division, 14 fc.
Mr. Spring proposed, 143 ; and negatived on division, 144.
Mr. Gould proposed, 144.
Mr. Trickett proposed and elected after division, 144.
Reports Points of Order from Committee of the Whole, 243, 265, 3S0 p), 457, 502, 511 (-), 566, 

532. - . . . . .
Takes the Chair during tho indisposition and unavoidable absence of Mr. Speaker, 341, 533, 623, 

631, 641, 645, 649, 655.
Mr. Slattery, acting as, 380.
Resignation of office of, bv Mr. Trickett, 381.
Mr. Slattery proposed ; amendment, to substitute Mr. Gould’s name, negatived, and Mr. Slattey 

elected, 390, 891. . „
Reports disorder—words used by Sir Henry Parkcs—from tbe Committee of Supply, GO/. 

CHAPMAN, MR. F. (See “ CIVIL SERVICE ’')
CHARGES AGAINST EDWARD BROWN HOLT (Sco ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”) 
CHARITIES, PUBLIC

Annual Report of Inspector, laid on Table, 13, 660 ............................................. ..............................
Return respecting Travelling Expenses of Inspector during the past five yours, laid on table. 489... 

CHEMISTS BILL (See “PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES INCOR
PORATION BILL”)’

CHILDREN (See “WORKING CLASSES” also 
MENT”)

CHINESE IMMIGRATION

STATE CHILDREN'S RELIEF DEPART-

Return respecting, laid on Table, 111 ......................................................................................................
CHRISTIAN CHAPEL LANDS SALE BILL... , . ,

61st Standing Order suspended to admit of presentation of Petition, 150 ; Petition presented 
(J/r. Abigail) for leave to bring in, 155 ; leave given, presented and road 1 , 160.

CHURCH AND SCHOOL LANDS DEDICATION ACT:—
Petition from the residents of Blayney and district for amendment of, to enable the Government 

to dedicate portions of Church and School land for Commons and other public purposes,
presented, 112 ....................................................................................................................................

CHURCH AND SCHOOL LANDS DEDICATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—
Motion mado (Dr. Renwick) for leave to bring in, 168 ; presented and read 1°, 268 read 2“ and 

committed, 474; reported with amendments and reported adopted, 475 ; read 3°, passed and 
eent to Council, 478.

CHURCH PROPERTY (See “SYDNEY BISHOPRIC AND CHURCH PROPERTY BILL’) 
CIGAR MANUFACTURERS (See “TOBACCO DUTIES”)
CIRCUIT COURTS (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE ")
CITY EXTENSION (Sec “RAILWAYS”)
CITY OF SYDNEY IMPROVEMENT BOARD :—

Sixth Annual Report, being for 1884-5, laid on Tablo, 13 ..................................................................
Seionth do do 1885-6, do 606 ..................................................................

CIVIL SERVICE: —
Motion mado {Mr. Mangerford) for a return showing all Civil servants receiving less than £200 per 

annum on the Permanent and Temporary Staffs, 18Ji; Return lo Order laid on Table, 313 ... 
DBPAnTirKXT or La:nds :—

Return showing the payments made to Permanent Officers during 1834 and to 30th April, 1886,
over and above tho amounts voted as salaries, laid on Table, 261, 301 ....................................

Papers respecting the appointment of an Assistant Under Secretary for Lands, laid on Table, 422. , 
Mh. W. A. Lesley :—

Return to Order (Second Session, 1885), laid On Tablo, 8......................................................................
Me. J C. Okommet.tn :— _

Motion made (Afr. Abbott) for all documents, reports, Ac , relating to tbo suspension and removal 
of, from the position of Superintending Inspector of Rabbits, 185; Return to Address, laid on 
Table, 229.............................................................  ............................................................................
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CIVIL SERVICE—pojrfi*merf

Mr. H. Vikdin', Ikbpbctor op Kabbits :—
Motion inade (Mr. Abbott) for nil papers relative to appointment of, and promotion as Superin

tending Inspector, 1S8; Return to Address, laid on Table, 506 ..................................................
Temporary Atpointmints to :—

Motion made (Jlfr. Hammond) for return showing all, since 1885, over which tiie Civil Service 
Board have no control stating names, salary, Ac., 325 ; ltd urns (jb part) to Order laid on
Table, 523, 539 (:), 606.......................................................................................................................

Temporary Draptsmyk', Survey Okeioe;—
Motion made (Jfr. Keitd) for a copy of a Petition presented m 18S2, representing that the salaries 

of professional draftsmen arc inadequate, and rill papers relating to the 12i per cent, increase
granted to, 340 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 349..................................... ............................

Mr. Chopper, Coroner tor District of Chooeweli. :—
Motion made (Jlfr, Tarrant) for copies of all papers in canned ion with appointment of, 388. 

Forest Rabqkrs:—
Motion made (Jlfr. IFall) for a return showing the number, where employed, remuneration 

received, giving salary and allowances separateh, 394.
Q-ovehhmebt Statistician :— ’

Motion mado {Mr. Abigail) for copies of all applications for the position of, together with copies 
of the recommendations in favour of, 4-01; Return to Order laid on Table (not printed), 469 

Customs Department :—
Motion made (Jlfr. Abigail) for a return showing alt officers appointed, dismissed, and disrated, 

with particulars of each case, from 1880 to 30 June, 1886, 425; Return to Order laid on
Table, 469 ............................................................................................................................................

Mr. GfEORQE Stevenson :—
Petition from residents of the Macleay River referring to reernt inquiry into alleged irregularities 

in discharge of official duties of, os Clerk of Petty Sessions, Kempsey, stating that injustice 
has been done, and praying for a searching inquiry by a Select Committee, presented, 469......

TRAVF.LLTNtG JiXPKN'SES, IN THE PUDEIC SERVICE :—
Motion made (Mr. Sydney Smith) for a Seleot Committee to inquire into expenditure on, and 

Debate adjourned,484 ; Order of the Day postponed, 572 ; Order of the Day discharged, 651. 
Travelling Expenses of Inspector of Pltultc Charities: —

Return respecting, during the last five years, laid on Table, 489 ..........................................................
Retirement of Mr. P. McDonaoh from the Government Printing Office:-- 

Motion made (J/r. Varies) for copies of all correspondence, &c., haying reference to, and his 
subsequent appointment to (he Dispatch Branch of the Educational Department, 558 ; Return
lo Order, laid on Table, 656 ..............................................................................................................

Appointment of Mr. F. Chapman as Pkothonotaky of thr Supreme Court :—
Motion made (Mr. Abbott) for all papers, correspondence, &c, relating to, and the salary of the

Office, 666 ; Return to Address, laid on Table, 629 ......................................................................
Crown Prosecutors :—

Return of, commissioned for the last and the approaching Circuit Courts, with number of cases
tried and for trial nt each Court, laid on Table, 566 .....................................................................

Mr. Stephen Murphy :—
Motion made (Mr. William Clarice) as amendment on going into Committee of Supply, that the 

action of the Minister of Justice in disregarding tho recommendation by the Civil Service 
Board of, to tbe position of Clerk of Petty Sessions at Orange, is inimical to the best interests 
of tho Service and entirely opposed to tho letter and spirit of tho Act,—and withdrawn, 582, 

Leave of Absence to Officers of :—
Motion made (Sir Henry Parkas) for a return giving particulars of since 1872, 651.

Leave of Absence to Henry Halloran, Ks<j, C.M.G. : —
Motion made (Sir Henry Parked) for all letters, minutes, documents, &c., relative to. for twelve 

months, 651.
Mr. E. O. Moriarty, Enginber-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers :—

Statement showing positions held and salary received by, laid on Tablo, 656 ..................................
CIVIL SERVICE ACT (See also “CROWN LANDS”)

Memorandum from Board, relative to interpretation of certain sections, laid on Table, 92..............
. Minute embodying recommendation of the Board for certain amendments in, laid on Table, 116 ...

First Report from Board for 1885, laid on Tab'e, 128 ...................................... ................................
Petition from certain teachers in the Public Schools of the Colony, that they are dissatisfied with

the, and suggesting amendments, presented, 220 .........................................................................
Forest Branch, Mints Department :—

Motion made (Mr. Fitzgerald) fur a rot urn showing increases lo salaries of officers, 89; Return to
Order, laid on Table, 100 ...............................................................................................................

CIVIL SERVICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL,—
Motion made (Mr. Vilbs) for Committee of the Whole, 133; Message from Governor recom

mending, HR; House in Committee, 148 ; resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 147 ; 
Order of the Day, postponed, 155 ; Order of tho Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 530. 

’CIVIL SERVICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No 2) ’
Message from Governor, recommending, 629; Standing Orders suspended, 630; motion made 

(Mr. Vibbs) for leave to bring in, presented and road 1°. 630 ; read 2°, 638, 639 ; committed, 
reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 639 ; 
returned withont amendment, 051; assent reported, 659,

CIVIL SERVICE BILL > >
Message from Governor, recommending, 556; motion made (Mr. Vibbs) for Committee of the 

Whole, 558; House in Committee and resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 662; 
Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 607.

CLARKE, MR. WILLIAM :—
Proposed as Chairman of Committees, 143 ; and negatived on division, 144.

CLERK OF ASSEMBLY:—
Reads Proclamation on opening of Parliament, 1.
Announces receipt of Writs of Election for now Parliament, 1.
Informs House that ho had received and reads Commission to administer oath to Members, 4. 
Reads Speaker’s Commission to administer the Oath, 7.
Corrects discrepancies in names of Members, 8.
Roads Address in Reply, 10.
Reads petition, 13, 50,70,80, 92,142,177 (*), 179,193, 236,240, 246,253(*), 261,268, 276,281,295, 

313, 317 (*), 318, 341, 349 (=), 359, 377, 385, 394, 393, 406, 421 (3), 434, 435, 462, 4C9, 614, 
642, 652,
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CLERK OP ASSEMBLY—continued:—
Summoocd to produco Records, 20, 125, 209, 231, 423, 429 (®).
Swears Members of Elections and Qualifications Committee, 31, 36,100,161.
Reads Deputy Speaker's Commissioti to administer the Oath, 49,157, 395.
Roads Message from Baron Carrington respecting his appointment as Governor, 67.
Roads Report from Elections and Qualifications Committee—AfaeJiawn v. Watson, 71.

Do do do do Danger v. S, B, Smith, 120.
Absent on leave—Mr. F. W. Webb appointed Acting Clerk—Commission, 73; sworn, 73.
Reads Report from Select Committee—Privilege—Mr. Melville, M.P , 79,

' Do do Mr. Barbour, M.P., 408.
Reads Message from Governor requesting withdrawal of Estimates, 89,165.
Reads correspondence—Ministerial advice to Governor and Resignation of Ministry, 111.
Roads Report from Committee appointed to inspect Journals of Legislative Council, 210.
Calls over Roll of Members—Call of the House, 265 (a),
Roads extract from report of a speech of Sir Henry Parkcs at Wingham, 355.
Reads Resolution to admit of introduction of Stamp Duties Act Amendment Bill, 361, 453.
Reads Resolution to admit of introduction of Commons Regulation Bill (No. 3), 416.
Leave given to return documents laid on Table, 444.
Reads extract from The Daily Telegraph complained of as Privilege, 456.
Inform) House that Mr, Speaker is absent through fatigue, 533.
Takes down disorderly words used by Mr, Wisdom, in tho House, 607.
Informs House of the unavoidable absence of Mr. Speaker, 631, 641, 64o, 649, 655.

CLERK OP PETTY SESSIONS (See “ADMINISTRATION OP JUSTICE")
CLIFF, MR. JOHN WILLIAM (See “ CROWN LANDS”)
COAL BOXES (See “RAILWAYS”)
COAL MINES (See "MINING”)
COAST HOSPITAL (See “ HOSPITAL")
COBAR (See “ RAILWAYS”) - .
COGHLAN, MR. (See " CIVIL SERVICE”) ;
COLLIERIES (See also “MINING”): —

Royal Coaimibsiov os :—
Report from, on the Accidents at Lithgow Valley Colliery, laid on Table, 383..................................

Do do Femdale Colliery, laid on Table, 506 ..........................................
Copies of, issued in connection with tho Accidents at Lithgow Valley and Ecrndalc Collieries,

laid on Table, 558 ........................................................................................ ....................................
Third Report of, laid on Table, 652 .................................................  .....................................................

Do —Appendix to, laid on Table, 660 ...........................................................................
COLLISION AT ALLANDALE (See “RAILWAYS”)
COLONIAL EXHIBITION (See “EXHIBITION”)
COLONIAL STEAMERS

Motion made (Afr. Burns) for a return showing the number, gross and net lonnage, the shipping 
foes paid, the date of articles, and the niunea of the owners of, 232; Return to Order laid on
Table, 402 .............................. .......................................................................

COMAN, MR., J.P.:—■
Motion mado {Mr. Abigail) tor copies of all letters, reports, dee., referring to the temporary 

appointment of, as Acting Police Magistrate for a portion of tho Eden Electorate, 281'; Return
to Order, laid on Table, 440 ......................................................................................................

COMBINATION TRUCK (See “ RAILWAYS ”)
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS:—

Butwees Cheat Britain' ayd Stain : —
Convention respecting, laid on Table, 453 ........................................... . .

COMMISSIONS (See also “ FISHERIES”) :— ...............
To the Hon. O. R. Dibbs, the Hon. Sir Patrick Jennings, and the Hon. J. P. Abbott, to administer 

oath to Members, received and read by Clerk, 4. '
Speaker’s, to administer the Oath, 7.
Deputy Speaker’s, to administer the Oath in the absence of Mr. Speaker, 49,157, 395.
Appointing the RightHonorabio Baron Carrington, P.C., Governor of the Colony, laid on Table, 65. 

Royal, on Consehvation or Watee :—
First Report of Commissioners, laid on Table, 69 ...................................................... .........................
Second Do do do 354 .................................................................................

Rotai, on Coli.ieeiee :—
Report from, on the Accidents at Lithgow Yalley Colliery, laid on Table, 338 ..................................

_ Do do Eerndale Colliery, laid on Table, 506 ............................................
Copies of, issued in connection with the accidents at Lithgow Yalley and Ferndale Collieries, laid

on Table, 558 .....................................................................................................................................
Third Report of, laid on Table, 652.........................................................................................................

Do Appendix to, laid on Table, 660 ......................................................................................
Royal or Stability of ceetain Rai i.way Bridges .—

Report of, together with Minutes of Evidence, Diagrams and Appendices, laid on Tabic, 534.......
Royal :—
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Motion made (Mr. Harold Stephen) for a return showing number and cost, in detail, of all 
appointed during the past ten years, 558.

COMMISSIONERS FOR OPENING PARLIAMENT :—
Message from, 3.

COMMITTEE:— ■
Appointed to inspect Journals of Legislative Council as to proceedings on Sydney Corporation Act 

Amendment Bill, reported, Report read by Clerk, and receivod, 240.COMMONv . .
Field op Maes ;—

Motion made (Mr. Abbott) for return showing area, area subdivided and sold, price paid, with 
cost and particulars of survey, 192.

Wilbeefoeck :—
Petition from certain Trustees and residents of Wilberforcc, that the proposed sale of certain 

portions of tbe Common would be highly prejudicial to them, and that tho resumption and
sale be not sanctioned, presented, 435 ...’.......................... , 0

COMMONS REGULATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL :— ..................................................
Motion made (Mr. Vaughn) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 98 ; Order of the Day 

discharged, and Bill withdrawn, 130. '
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COMMONS REGULATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2).

Motion made {Mr. Fletcher) for Committee of the Whole, 154 j Order of tho Day postponed, 1G5; 
Order of the Day discharged, 193.

Motion mado {Mr. Fletcher) for Committee of the Whole, 223; House in Committee, and resolu
tion agrood to, presented and read l", 287 j Order of tho Day discharged, and Bill with
drawn, 409.

COMMONS REGULATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 3)
Motion made {Mr, Fletcher) that resolution on which Commons Regulation Bill (No. 2) was 

founded, bo read, Bill presented and read 1°, 41G ; read 2°, committed, reported with amend
ments, and report adopted, 435; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 444; returned with 
amendments, including one in tho Title, 520 ; Order of the Day postponed, 531; amend- 
meats agreed to, but with n verbal amendment in new clause, 541; Council agrees to amend- ■ 
ment upon its amendments, 549 ; assent reported, 6C9.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Motion mado {Mr. W. J. Fergusson) for leave to bring in, 432; presented and read 1°, 410 ; Order 

of tho Day postponed, 603, 555; road 2°, committed, reported without amendment, and 
report adopted, 572 ; read 3°, passed and eent to Council, 581.

COMPENSATION (See "RAILWAY LANDS COMPENSATION BILL”1 
CONDITIONAL LEASES (See “ CRCWN LANDS”) '
CONDITIONAL PURCHASES (See “CROWN LANDS” also "CROWrN LANDS TITLES AND 

RESERVATIONS VALIDATION BILL”)
CONDOLENCE

On Death of His Excellency Sib Petek Sciutchlkt, K.C.M.G.:—
Resolution to Lady Scratchley passed, 49; acknowledgment reported, 71.

On Death of The Honorable Sib Alexander Stuart, K.C.M.G., M.L.C.:—
Resolution to Lady Stuart and family passed, 323 : Reply (by cable) reported, 351 

CONFIDENCE (See “WANT OE CONFIDENCE’')
CONSERVATION OF WATER (See “WATER SUPPLY”)
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL:—

Message (Vote of Credit), 74; Standing Orders suspended, 80; ordered, presented, read 1D, 2°, 3
committed, reported ivilhout amendment, report adopted, road 33, passed and sent to Council, 
returned without amendment, SI; assent reported, 88.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL (No. 2)
Message (Vote of Credit), 111; Standing Orders suspended, 112; ordered, presented, read 1°, 2D, 3

committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and sent to 
Council, 113; returned without amendment, 121; assent reported 123 

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL (No. 3)
Standing Orders suspended, 133; Message (Vote of Credit), 134 ; ordered, presented, read 1°, 2°, 3

committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and sent to Council.
136; returned without amendment, 151 ; assent reported, 157,

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL (No. 4):— •
Standing^ Orders suspended, 197; Message (Vote of Credit), 198; ordered, presented, read 3 

1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and sent to 
Council, 200 ; returned without amendment, 201; assent reported, 205 

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL (No. 6) :—
Message jToto of Credit), 261; Standing Orders suspended, 261; ordered, presented, read 3 

1 , 2°,'Committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and sent lo 
Council, 202 ; returned without amendment, 265 ; assent reported, 270.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL (No. 6) : —
Message (Vote of Credit), 326; Ordered, presented, and read 1°, 326; read 2°, oommitted, reported 3 

without, amendment, and report adopted, 338; rend 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 340; 
returned without amendment, 355 ; assent reported, 359.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL (No. 7) :—
Message (VotO'of Credit), 402; Ordered, presented, and read l0, 404; read 2°, committed, 3 

reported with amendments, and report adopted, 41C; read 3°, passed, and eent to Council,
421; returned without amendment, 422; assent reported, 423.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL (No. 8):—
Message (Vote of Credit), 479; Ordered, presented and read 1°, 430; read 2°, committed, reported 3 

without amendment, and report adopted, 4S9 ; read S0, and passed, 492; sent to Council, 493 ; 
returned without amendment, 497; assent reported, 505.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL (No. 9)
Message (Vote ofCredit), 576 ; Ordered, presented, and read 1°, 577 ; Standing Orders suspended, 3 

582; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, road 3°, passed and 
sent to Council, 5'<2; returned without amendment, 592 ; assent reported, 595.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT (See “MINISTERIAL ELECTION BILL”)
CONTEMPT

Motion made {Sir Patrick Jennings) that Mr. Wisdom, the Honorable Member for Morpeth, is 
guilty of, and for such, be committed by Speaker’s Warrant to tho Custody of the Sergeant- 
at-Arms; Speaker issues his Warrant, and the Sergcant-at-Arms takes the Honorable 
Member for Morpeth into custody, and removes him from the House, 608.

CONTINGENT NOTICES:— ‘
On the passing of a motion—moved {Mr. O'Sullivan) that Council be hoard at the Bar, on behalf 

of Captain Armstrong, 193,
On Supply—moved (.Iff*. William Clarke) in favour of taring grain, pulse, hay, chaff, flour, and 

other agricultural produco, 201, 205.
On Ways and Means—moved {Sir Henry Tarkes) to pass resolutions respecting Fiscal Policy of 

tho Government, 230.
On Ways and Means—moved (3ft*, Neild) in reference to proposal to tax lands within Municipal 

' boundaries, and that any Land Tar should be of a progressive character, 292.
Objection taken to one Member moving a Contingent Notice on behalf of another, 246.
As amendment to motion moved—moved(Mr. Harold Stephen) in reference to the Centenary ot 

the Colony, ond by leave, withdrawn, 449.
CONTINUOUS SITTING OF THE HOUSE:—

From day to day, 341, 343, 633.
From Thursday to Sunday, 380. •
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CONTINUOUS SITTING- OF THE HOUSE (continv.ed) ;—

Mb. Spiakeb's KtrLTNO-:—
Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) that Houae dissent from, amendment moved (Sir Patrick 

Jennifige) that House endorses and confirms, and amendment carried on division, 389.
Motion made (J/>. G-arrettj that Resolution agreed to on 14 July, 1S8G, a.m., be rescinded, 544 

and negatived, 545. '
CONTRACT DRAFSMEN (See “ CROWN LANDS’1)
CONTRACTS WITH MESSRS. HUDSON BROTHERS (Sec “ RAILWAYS”)
CONVENTION:-

Respecting Commercial relations between the Government of Great Britain and Spain, kid on
Table, 453 .................................................. ....

CONVICTIONS (See “ LICENSING ACT”)
COODE, SIR JOHN;— .

Copy of notes and minutes of, touching his requirements respecting certain Harbours and Rivers,
laid on Tablo, 291 .......................................................... ... .................

COOMA (See "RAILWAYS”)
COOMA CHURCH OF ENGLAND PARSONAGE BILL

Petition presented (Mr. Patcsoti) for leave to bring in, 300 ; leave given, 304; presented and 
read 1°, 305; referred to Select Committee, 313; Report brought up, 332; read 2°. committed, 
reported with amendments and report adopted, 425 ; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 440; 
returned with amendments, 473 ; amendments agreed to, 603 : assent reported. 540. 

COOMBES. EX-CLERGYMAN
Depositions in case of, laid on Table, 337 . .....................

COON AMBLE (See “ CROWN LANDS”) "
COONAN, MR. (See "PRIVILEGE”)
COONAN c. ATKINSON

Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of the Supreme Court records, Judge’s Notes, Ac., having
reference to the case of, 65 ; Return to Address, laid on Table, 97 ... .......................

COPELAND, THE HON. HENRY:— .
Accepted office as Secretary for Lands, scat as a Member for East Sydney declared vacant, 125 ; 

issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127.
CORNWELL’S ESTATE BILL:—

Petition presented (Mr. Trickett) for leave to bring in, 50; leave given, presented, and read l6,56: 
referred to Select Committee, 61; Report brought up, 74 ; read 2° and committed, 93; 
reported with amendments and report adopted, 94 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 98. 

Petition in favour of, presented,t76..............
CORONER (Sec "CIVIL SERVICE”) ....................................................................
COROWA (See " RAILWAYS”)
CORPORATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL (See “SYDNEY CORPORATION ACT AMEND

MENT BILL”)
COUNSEL AT THE BAR :—

Mr. Buchanan heard, on behalf of Captain Armstrong, 193.
Motion made (Mr. O. A. Lloyd) that there be heard, on behalf of Mr. G. Peacock, in reference to 

Duty on Pulp Fruit, and negatived, 246.
Petition for leave to appear by, presented, 128, 236, 507.

COUNTRY TOWNS WATER AND SEWERAGE ACT :—
Notification of authority lor the construction of Water Supply Works for Wentworth, laid on

_ Table, 13 .............................. ......................................... .... ......................................... ..............
Notification of authority for construclion of Water Supply Works for Bourke, laid on Table, 656. 

By-laws undeb—Laid ox Table :—
Borough of Dcniliquin, 120 .....................................................................................................................
Borough of Newcastle, 128 ..........................

COURT-HOUSE:— ................................................................................
Pabbaitatta :—

Motion made (Mr. Davies) for all papers and minutes respecting tho purchase of land adjacent
to the railway station, as a site for, 116 ; Rcthrn to Order, kid on Tablo, 249 ......................

West M aitland ■—
Motion mads (Mr. Thompson) for copies of all letiers, plane, specifications, estimates, and other 

documents having reference to the purchase of a site for, and the erection of the Court-house, 2S1;
Return to Order, laid on Table (not printed), 350 : ordered to be printed, 54S ............

COURT OF PETTY SESSIONS, QUAMBONE :—
Petition from residents of District praying for establishment of, presented, 398 .......................

COWRA (See "ROADS”)
CRAMSTE, MR. (See "PRIVILEGE”)
CRANES AT NEWCASTLE (See " GOVERNMENT CRANES”)
CREDITORS REMEDIES EXTENSION BILL (See "JUDGMENT CREDITORS REMEDIES 

EXTENSION BILL”)
CREMATION BILL:—

Received from Legislative Council and read 1°, 445; Order of tho Day postponed, 555, 615; 
Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 658;

CRIMINAL LAW FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL (See also “ABOLITION OF PUNISH
MENT BY WHIPPING BILL”) :—

Motion made (Mr. Want) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 164-; Order of tho Day 
discharged and Bill withdrawn, C53.

CROMMELIN, MR. J. C. :—
Motion made (Mr. Ahboit) for all documents, reports, &c., relating to the suspension and removal 

of, from the position of Superintending Inspector of Rabbits, 185 : Return to Address, laid on
Table, 229..........................  ........ ’

CROOK WELL (See “ RAILWAYS”) ' ...........
OROOKWELL ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH LAND SALE BILL :—

Petition presented (Afr. Holborow) for leave to bring in, 692 ; leave given, presented, and read l”, 
596 ; referred to Select Committee, 597; Report brought up, C07 ; Order of the Day post
poned, 658;

CROPPER, MR,, CORONER FOR DISTRICT OE CEOOKWELL:—
Motion made (Mr. Tarrant) for copies of all papere in connection with the appointment of, 388. 

CROPS, FAILURE OF:— n >
Petition from Farmers of Eugowra alleging heavy losses through the disastrous drought, and pray

ing a grant of seed wheat, presented, 177.............................. ........................................................
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CROWN LANDS (See also "CROWN LANDS ACT” also “RESERVES” also "LANDS ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL”)
DKrAHTAIKNT:— '

Report for I8S4, Iniil on Table, 27 ..........................................................................................................
Return of number of Draftsmen and Clerks employed under Surveyor-General on 14 May, 1880,

laid on Table, 245 .........................................................................................................................
Return of Payments to Permanent Officers during 1884, 1885, and 18SG, over and above tbe

amounts voted as Salaries, laid on Table, 261, 301.....................................................................
Motion marie (Jlfr. Neild) for a copy of a Pelilion presented in 1882 representing that tbe 

salaries of tbe Temporary Draftsmen, Survey Ofliee, are inadequate, together with all reports 
thereon, and all papers relating to tho 12; per cent, increase granted to them, 310 ; Return to
Order, laid on Table, 483 ................................................................................................................

Papers respecting tbe appointment of Assistant Under Secretary for Lands, laid on Table, 422 ...
Return respecting Contract Draftsmen in the Survey Branch of, laid on Table, 651 .....................

Deiucathii to Pujiuc Pueeoses:—
Abstract of, laid on Table, 27, 45, 79, 128, 199, 233, 305, 353, 422, 47S, 561, 642 ..........................

Reserved foe Preservation of Water Sotply:—
Abstract, of, laid on Table, 27, 41, 79, 128, 199, 233, 305, 353, 422, 47S, 561, G42.............................

Sitf.s of Cities, Towns, and Villaoks —
Abstract of, laid on Table, 27, 44, 79, 128, 199, 233, 305,353,422, 478, 561, 642 ............................

Alterations in Desiqns of Towns and Villages:—
Abstract of, laid on Table, 27 (s), 79, 128, 199, 233, 305,353, 422,478, 561, 642.............................

Dedication of certain Lands for various purposes:—
Gazette notices laid on Tablo, 27, 79 (!),128, 199, 233, 264, 305, 353, 398, 421, 478 .......................

Alteration in Name of Villaoe:—
Abstract of, laid on Table, 45 ..................................................................................................................

Dedicated to Religious Purposes .—
Abstract, of, laid on Table, 79,128, 199, 421, 642 ..................................................................................

Evan McIntosh's Conditional Purchase at Curraduuula :—
Motion made {Hr, Nevien) for Select Committee to inquire into and report upon, 51.

Land Ofticks, Armidale, Waloha, Glen Innes, Inverell, and Tenterfjkld :—
Motion made (Mr. Inglis) for return showing particulars of business done at, 60; Return to Order,

laid on Table, 406 .............................................. ...........................................................................
Uuntawong, Berrembed, Deepwater, and Ganmain Pastoral Holdings :—

Return to Order (iSreowtf Session, 1885), laid on Table (not printed), 40.
Removal of Land Office from Arhidalk to Glf.n Innis :—

Return to Order (Second Session. 1885), laid on Table, 79; Final Return to Order, laid on Table,
416 ......................................................................................................................................................

Sale of. Careening Cove to Executor a of the late Edward Lord :—
Motion made (Mr. Abbott) for all papers, plans Ac., in connection with, 80; Return to Address,

laid on Table, 350 .............................................................................................................................
George DouanEHTF's Conditional Purchase:—

Motion made (Mr. Gould) for Select Committee to inquiro into the forfeiture of, and that Report 
from Select Committee of Session 1883-4 be referred, 145; Report brought up, 237 
adopted, 277.

Pre-lease of William Skiene, Conargo :—
Motion mode (Mr. Chanter) for all papers, Ac., relating to, 150; Return lo Order, laid on Table, 

(not printed) 633.
Land and Survey Offices, Bourke :—

Return showing the expenditure in connection with, and tbe revenue received, during the quarter
ended 31st March, 1886, laid on Table, 245 ..................................................................................

Selections of Charles Henry Thatcher, Forbes :—
Motion mado (Mr. Burke) for all papers in reference to tho forfeiture of, and all additionals 

thereto, 151.
Selections of John William Cliff, at Liverpool:—

Motion made (Mr. Jones) for all papers, reports, Ac., referring to, 253.
Selections by Messrs. Fisher at Coonamble :—

Motion made (Mr Abigail) for copies of all correspondence, Ac., referring to, also copies of tbe 
proceedings before the Land Board at Coonamble, 378.

Mr. Henry Arthur Hough :—
Petition from, alleging that he has been put to trouble, litigation, and expense through having to 

defend two Supreme Court aelionsfor trespassing on land which be bad selected on Turramiab 
Run, which land had been surveyed before selection, and praying for justice, presented, 240 ; 
Motion made (Mr. McCulloch) that the Petition be referred to a Select Commit fee, 313 ;j 
Report brought up, 378; motion made that Report be adopted, 443 ; ameudmenfc moved and 
debate adjourned, 449; Order of the Day postponed, 504, 572, 658.

Claim of Charles Stevens :—
Motion made (Mr. Vaughn) for Select Committee to inquire into and report upon, arising out of 

tbe action Pearson a. Stevens, tried in tbe Supreme Court, and that Report of Session 1883-81 
be referred, 258; Report, brought up, 448 ; motion made for adoption of Report and Debate 
adjourned, 518; Order of tbe Day postponed, 572, 658.

Conditional Purchases :— ”
Motion made (Dr. Boss) for a return showing particulars of, made since 1884, 349.
Return of travelling expenses paid to Permanent and Temporary Inspectors of, during 1885, and

to 31 May, 1886, laid on Table. 350 ...............................................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of letters sent by the Under Secretary for Lands, to the 

Permanent Inspectors rc tbe appointment and employment of the Special Temporary 
luspoetori, of, 353.

Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for a return showing number and area of all, from 1861 to 1SS4, tbe 
forfeitures of which have been approved, but upon which no refunds have been granted, and 
tho survey's of which have not been approved of by the Surveyor-General within twelve 

. months, 394.
Conditional Purchaers on Pericoota Run :—

Motion made (Mr. Chanter) that a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon, 
in the District of Mnama, 333.

Motion made (Afr. Chanter) for all papers and other correspond once relating to, 340 ; Return to 
Order, laid on Table, 534 ......... ;......................................................................................................
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CROWN LANDS—continued:—

Koheht Eabboub's Conditional Poecjiase, ConniD.rAn, County op Camden :—
Motion made as T'riv-ilege (A£K Abigail} for Select Committee to inquire into and report upon 

voidaneo and ro-selection of, 33S ; leave given to Mr. Barbour to appear before Select
Committee in person or by Counsel, 345 j Report brought up, 409 ........................................

Selected ok sold by Auction
Return showing the quantity of, from 1865 to 1872 inclusive, laid on Table, 353 ......................

Do do ' 1373 to 1885 do 353 .......................
J. J. Thompson’s Conditional Pukchase on Kakoola Run :—■

Return to Order laid on Table Session 18S3-4, ordered to be printed, 412 ....................................
Robekt Mackeell’s Selection at Fokbks :—

Motion made (jlfr. Vaughn) for appointment of Select Committee to inquiro into tho case of, and 
debate adjourned, 449 ; Order of tbe Day postponed, 504, 572, G5S.

Forbes Land Board :—
Motion made (Mr. Stokes) for copies of nil correspondence, minutes, &c,, with reference to the 

confirmation of Conditional Purchases and rents of Conditional Leases and confirmation of 
same, 558.

Me. I£. H. Barton’s Conditional Pubchase, County op Naeramine. Parish op Trangie :— 
Petition from John Campbell, of Trnngio, near Dubbo, representing that this Conditional Purchase 

was made in 1882, was declared void in the succeeding year, and that Petitioner’s application 
for it as an additional conditional purchase was declared void and tbe land made a Village 
Reserve, and that the land containing bis improvements has been advertised for sale, and
praying consideration, presented, 56C ...............................................................................................

Rents of :— ..............................
Motion made (Afr. Abbott) for copy of the circular to the Chairmen of the Land Boards, as to the 

basis of calculations adopted by them in arriving at tho appraisement of rents of pastoral, 
homestead, and conditional leases, and of tho lands included in the resumed areas, with the 
replies of the Chairmen, and the minute of the Minister on which the circular was written, 680, 

Land Offices, Glen Innes or Abmidale:—
Motion made (Mr, W. J. Fergusson) for copies of all reports in reference to location of Lund 

Offices at Glen Innes or their removal to Armidale, 586 : Return to Order, laid on Table, CioG 
CROWN LANDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Spring) for Committee of tho Wbolo, 100 : Order of the Dav, discharged, 130. 
CROWN LANDS ACT OE 1884:—

Amended regulations, laid on Table, 44, 92, 97,133 (*), 169, 235,301,461, 507.....................................
Motion made (Mr. Wisdom) for return showing amount of revenue derived from, and the cost of 

administering, up to the present date, 276 ; Return (inpart) to Order, laid on Table, 337 .... 
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for return showing revenue received and espenditure incurred under, 

arranged in Land Board Districts, 278) Memorandum from Under Secretary for Lands in
reference to compliance with, laid on Table, 398 ................. ........................................................

Petitions presented :— ..............................
Suggesting amendments, 79, 88, 125,128, 300, 398, 434 ......................................................................
Complaining of administration of, 128................................................................................ ...........................
Lessees and Occupiers of Crown Lands deprecating tbe action of the Department in proceeding 

with the new appraisements in the Western District with tho avowed intention to collect
increased rents with arrears, and praying for certain amendments, presented, 406 ..............

Tant-sinkers, carriers, mechanics, and labourers in the Western Division, that improvements on 
stations have come to a standstill, and their valuable plant, teams, ond workshops thus remain 
idle, and praying consideration, with a view to such amendments of the Act as will restore
employment to labour and bring back prosperity to the Western District, 676 ...................

Merchants, traders, forwarding agents, hotelkeepers and others, with a similar prayer, 576 ...........
Tenants of the Crown in the Western and portions of the Central Division of the Colony, detailing 

losses and annoyances suffered, suggesting certain amendments and praying consideration, 606, 
Certain selectors and conditional leaseholders of the Eastern and Central Divisions, near Wellington, 

complaining of delay in permitting seleelors to take possession of their land, that the 
minimum rent fixed is too high, and that tho law presses heavily on them, and pravin?
relief, 633............................................................................................................................. |...........

Expenses in Administbation of :— ...................................*
Motion made (Mr. Teece) for Return showing details of expenditure of Vote of £25,000, 82 

Return to Order, laid on Table (not printed), 133,
Dibtbict Surveyors under:—

Motion made (Mr. Fitzgerald) for a copy of tho minute by Mr. Secretary Parnell, and approved 
by the Cabinet, defining the position of, also the subsequent minute by Mr, Secretary Abbott 
upon tho same subject, 229 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 435 ...

CROWN LANDS TITLES AND RESERVATIONS VALIDATION BILL:— ............................
Standing Orders suspended, 492 j Motion made (Mr. Copeland) for leave to bring in, presented 

and read 1°, 493; read 2°, 494; committed, reported with amendments, and report adopted, 
608; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 510 ; returned with amendments, 592 ; amendments 
disagreed to and agreed to, 597 ; Message to Council, 697; Council does not insist on its 

_ amendment disagreed to, 013; assent reported, 628.
Petition from Joseph Tarrant that the Bill may be amended so as to fully preserve his rights to 

certain land, now in dispute, and praying to be heard by counsel at tbe Bar of the House, 
presented, 507..............................................................

CROWN PROSECUTORS (See " CIVIL SERVICE ") ................................................................................
CUDAL (See "RAILWAYS” also “ROADS”)
CULCAIRN (See "RAILWAYS”)
CULLEN, SERGEANT, CONDUCT OF (See “ ARTILLERY, PERMANENT”)
CUSTOMS (See also “FINANCE”)

Landing Surveyor :—
Motion made (Jlfr. Ives) for copies of all matters referred to, and bis decisions thereon, 378 ■

Return to Order, laid on Table, 453...................................................................................... ’
Mb, Augustus Bekney :— ..................................................

Motion made (Mr. Ives) far copies of all minutes, papers, <tc., in reference to the offer to, of tbc 
appointment of Chief Clerk and Cashier, and his replies, 378; Return to Order, laid on 
Table, 453 .............................................................................................................
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CUSTOMS. (See also “ FINANCE”) (continued)

Taxation—Want of Confidence :— _ i
Motion made (Sii-Hemy Parte), that tho proposed Customs Taxation ivould he fraught with 

great and serious public injury, and that the Government in seeking to impose such, has not 
tho support of the electors, that for these and other reasons the present advisers of the 
Crown are not entitled to tho confidence of tho House—requirement that Resolutions bo put 
seriatim negatived—378 ; original question negatived, 379.

Bonded Warehouses :— _ _ ...
Motion made (Mr. Zees) for a Return of all, in Sydney, with particulars of ownership, situation,

capacity, Ac., 367; Return to Order, laid on Table, 453 .............................................................. "
Department :— _ . , , .

Motion made (Mi'. Abigail) for a return showing all officers appointed, dismissed, and disrated 
from 1880 to 30th June, 1886, with particulars in each case, 425 ; Return to Order, laid on
Table, 460............................................................................................................................................. *

CUSTOMS DUTIES BILL:— _
Resolution from Committee of Ways and Moans reported, 254 ; received, 200; agreed to, 272.
Ordered (Sir Patrick Jennings), founded on Resolution of Ways and Means, presented and road

1°, 272; Message from Governor, recommending, 318; Motion made for 2° and Debale “ 
adjourned, 3IS; Debate resumed and further adjourned, 322, 32G, 327, 338, 341, 345, 350 ; 
resumed, road 2° (after division) ond committed, 355; House in Committee—disorder— 
Speaker resumed Chair, having observed grave disorder, and aflcr a time left Chair; 
Speaker again resumed Chair to restore order, mid the Honorable Member for Morpeth being 
guilty of persistent disorder, 379; Speaker directed his removal from the Chamber and again 
left tho Chair, 380; Point of Order reported from Committee—Speaker decided that Com
mittee was properly sitting notwithstanding that he had not taken the Chair at the ordinary 
meeting hour (4 p.m.) on Friday; House again in Committee ; Point of Order reported from 
Committee, Speaker ruled tliat, a clause referring to a Schedule being under discussion, 
the items of tliat Schedule could not bo referred to in anticipation ; Committee resumed and 
reported progress, 380; House again in Committee, 395, 406, 400, 410, 422; reported with 
amendments, 422; report adopted—amendment, “this day six months” having boon first 
negatived,—440, 441; rend 3°—amendment to recommit having been first negatived—and 
passed, 529 ; Message to Council, 530; agreed to without amendment, 5CC; assent reported,
588.
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DAILY TELEGRAPH (See •' PRIVILEGE")
DA IN, MR., MAIL CONTRACTOR _ '

Return to Order (Second Session, 1885) laid on Table (not printed), 108.
DAIRIES SUPERVISION BILL,

Received from Council and read 1°, 374; read 2U and committed, 51.G ; further considered in 
Committee, reported with amendments, and report adopted, 524; recommitted, reported 
2° with further amendment, and report adopted, 525 ; re-committed, reported 3° with further, 
amendmentand report adopted, 534; read 3°, passed, and returned with amendments, 53S ;! 
mnendmonts agreed to, 549; assent reported, 599. ]

PkTITIONB RESl'ECTINQ, I'RESF.NTED :— i
Dairymen and others that the Bill injuriously affects all interested in the milk trade, ond urging

amendments, 421........................................................................................................ ........................
Borough Council of Balmain, that tho Bill bo not passed unless funds for working it are provided

from other sources than Municipal Councils, 531 .......... ...............................................................
DANGAR, Mr. OTHO ORDE (See “ELECTORAL”)
DAY, Mr. GEORGE :— _

Appointed Deputy Chairman of Commitecs for this day only, 642, 046, 652, 656.
DEATH:—

Of Sir Peter Scratchley, K.C.M.G., 49, 71.
Of the Honorable Sir Alexander Stuart, K.C.M.G., M.L.C., 323(1), 351.

DEBATE (See “ADJOURNMENT”)
DEEPWATER (Sco “CROWN LANDS”)
DEFAMATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Motion made (Mr. Peid) for leave to bring in, presented and read l3, 92 ; Order of tho Day 
postponed, 117, 146, read 2°, comrnitted, reported without amendment, report adopted, 210; 
read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 214; returned with amendments, 285; Order of the 
Day postponed, 294, 325, 372, 426, 504, 572, 623, 651; Council's amendments agreed to, 657; 
assent reported, 059.

DEFENCE:—
Naval, of Australia

Correspondence relating to, laid on Table, 120, 169.............. ..................................................... .........
Papers and correspondence relating lo, laid before a meeting held on H.M.S. “Nelson,'' the 

Premiers of Victoria, Queensland, New South Wales, and the Naval Commandcr-in-Chief,
being present, laid on Table, 223 .................................................................. ...................................

Memorandum by tho Premier for His Excellency the Governor respecting, laid on Table, 254.......
Alt!any and Thursday Island:—

Correspondence respecting, laid on Table, 373 .....................................................................................
DENGUE FEVER

Report of Chief Medical Inspector on, laid on Table, 55......................................................................
DENILIQUIN. (Sco “COUNTRY TOWNS WATER AND SEWERAGE ACT”)
DEPOSITIONS (See “ ADMINISTRATION of JUSTICE”)
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Sec “ CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES”)
DEPUTY SPEAKER:— _

Receipt of Commission to, to Administer the Oath, reported by Speaker, 49, 157, 395.
■ Takes tbo Chair during the indisposition or unavoidable absence of Mr. Speaker, 341, 533, 623, 

531, 641, 645, 649, 655
Calls on Mr, Wisdom, tbo Honorablo Member for Morpeth, by name, for refusing to withdraw 

disorderly words interjected, 656.
1037—C
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DESIGNS (Sec “PATENTS AND DESIGNS BILL”)
DESPATCHES

Laib ox Table :—
Present system of administration at Norfolk Island, 74 ................. ...................................................
Sydney Ifint, 74........................................................................ ................................................................
Notifying German Annexation of MarsLall, Brown, and Proridence Islands in the Pacific, 1G4. 

DIAMOND' DRILLS (See “ MINING”)
DIBBS, THE HONORABLE G. R.

Informs House of steps taken in formation of his Administration, 43.
Ministerial Statement made by, m regard to the public business, 43, 07, 68, 69.
Accepted Office as Colonial Secretary, seat as a Member for The Murrumbidgee declared vacant, 125; 

issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127.
Resignation of, as Colonial Secretary tendered and not accepted, Ministerial Statement, 474, 485. 

DISEASES IN SHEEP ACTS —
Regulation, laid on Table, 27....................................................................................................................
Motion made {Mr. 12. Ii. Wil&inson) for a return showing the revenue and expenditure during the

past five Tears, 464; Return to Order laid on Table,-593..............................................................
DISORDER' ,

Mr. Speaker resumed Chair to restore order, having observed grave disorder in Committee of the 
Whole, 379 (J).

Tho Hon. Member for Morpeth, Mr. Wisdom, guilty of persistent obstruction and disorder, 
379; Mr. Speaker directed bis removal from the Chamber, 380.

The Hon. Member for East Macquarie, Mr. Shepherd, declining to submit to authority of the 
Chair, named by Mr. Speaker, heard in his place, withdrew words, and apologized, 44ft. 

Reported from Committee of Supply—use of disorderly words by Sir Henry Parkcs and his re
fusal to withdraw them,—motion made {Sir Patrick 'Tenmiigs), that words arc disorderly and 
ought to be withdrawn and apologised for—Disorder—Mr. Wisdom, in debate, using tho 
words, "this is a brutish Government,” and the words having been taken down, 607; 
motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings), that words are disorderly, &c,, and earned, and 
Mr. Wisdom declining to withdraw the words, Sir Patrick Jennings moved Mr. Wisdom guilty 
of contempt, and that he be commitfed to custody of Sergeant.-at-Arms, Speaker's warrant issued 
and Mr. Wisdom removed from the Chamber, 60S;—amendment moved {Dr. Ross) to the 
motion respecting words used by Sir Henry Parkcs, that the explanation offered by Sir Henry 
Partes is satisfactory, and carried, 608, 609.

The Hon. Member for Morpeth, Mr. Wisdom, refusing to withdraw disorderly words interjected, 
named by Deputy Speaker (Mr. Slattery), 656.

DISSENT (See “SPEAKER")
DISTRICT COURTS ACT OP 1S58

Annual Returns under the 103rd section of, laid on Table, 613 .......................................................
DISTRICT SURVEYORS

Circular sent to, to report on various Reserves in the Colony, laid on Table (not printed), 133. 
Motion made (Mr. Fitzgerald) for a copy of the minute by Mr. Secretary Purnell, and approved 

by the Cabinet, defining tho position of under Crown Lauds Act, also the subsequent minute 
by Mr. Secretary Abbott upon the same subject, 229; Return bo Order, laid on Table, 435... 

DIVISIONS:—
Attendances of Members in, and Counts-out.........................................................................................
Weekly Reports of, in Committee of the Whole, Nos. 1 to 21 .........................................................

Ix the House —
No tellers for, 160,189, 398, 541, 516.
Casting Vote of Speaker, 570.
Adjournment of Debate, 145,164,173, 189 (2), 322, 448, 449, 457, 532, 633.
Special adjournment, 82,199 (a).
That a Paper laid on the Table, be printed, 368.
Precedence of Government Business on Tuesdays, 222.

Do do on Friday next, 377,378.
Additional Sitting Day, Monday, 539.
Call of the House—Absentees excused, 268.
Mr. Speaker's Ruling—Continuous Sitting, 389 (s), 390, 545.
The Lieutenant-Governor’s Opening Speech—Address in Reply, 41.
Chairman of Committees—Mr. Garrett, 45.
Election Petition—Watson v. Mackinnon, 75.

' Cornwell's Estate Bill, 93. '
Policy of the Government—Vote of Censure, 108.
Ministerial Statement—Adjournment, 109.
Licensing Acta Amendment Bill, 137.
Chairman of Committees—Mr. Targett, 143.

Do Mr. Garrard, 143.
Do Mr. William Clarke, 144.
Do Mr. Spring, 144.
Do Mr. Trickett, 144.
Do Mr. Slattery, 390, 391.

Suburban Railways, 145.
Payment of Members of the Legislative Assembly, 155, 333.
Privdege—Seat of Mr Cramsic, a Member for Balranald, 160.

Do Mr. Coonan, M.P., 587.
New Hebrides, 180.
Supply—Contingent motion in favour of taxing agricultural produce, 205,

Do Amendment referring to calling for tenders for rails and sleepers for Railway, Forbes lo 
Wileannia, before the approval of the Plans and Books of Reference, 593.

Do Amendment in the nature of an instruction to the Committee in reference to the items 
on the Loan Estimates, 644.

Ways and Means—Contingent motion in reference to Taxation Proposals of the Government, 233. 
Do Amendment that Counsel be heard at the Bar, on behalf of Mr. G, Peacock, in

relation io tho proposed duty on Pulp Fruit, 246.
Do Reception of resolution (Income Tax), 309.

George Dougherty's Conditional Purchase, 277- 
Ballot Papers—Electoral District of Young, 278.
Stamp Duties Act Amendment Bill, 281.
Customs Duties Bill, 355, 380, 441, 629 (3).
Want of Confidence in tho Government—Customs Taxation, 379. -
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DIVISIOM (coniimied) ■.—

In the House (continued) :—
Sir John Robertson G-rnnt Bill, 368, 379, 381.
Medical Practitioners Bill, 399.
Removal from the House of the Honorablo Member for Morpeth, by order of Mr. SpeAkcr, 403 
Supreme Court—Royal Commission, 412.
Select Committees on Private Bills, 413.
Manufacture in this Colony of Ironwork required by the Government, 413 (2).
Land Tax Bill (No. 2), 454, 630. _
Sydney Town Hal! and Streets Municipal Loan Bill, 45S, 462.
Free Railway Passes to School Children, 483.
Railway Contracts with Messrs. Hudson Brothers, 484.
Wollongong Public School Site Sale Bill, 493.
Income Tax Bill, 496, 497.
Abolition of Punishment by Whipping Bill, 502.
Railway—City Extension, 532, 533.

Do between Orange and Porhes via Cudnl undToogong, SSL 
Do Narrabri to Moree, 540.
Do Grafton to the Tweed River, 516.
Do Glen Innes to Inverell, 546.
Do Turago to Braidwood, 549. ’

Captain Armstrong, 670, 657.
Divorce Extension Dili, 571. ’
That tho words, “ This is a brutish Government,” are disorderly, should be withdrawn and 

apologised for, 60S.
That Sir. Wisdom, the Honorable Member for Morpeth, is guilty of contempt, and for that con

tempt be committed by Speaker’s Warrant to the custody of the Sergfant-at-Arms. 608.
That the words (used by Sir Henry Parkes in Committee of Supply, "This is a bruta! Ministry,” 

and reported to the House), are disorderly, ought to bo withdrawn and a]»logised for, on 
which amendment was moved tliat explanation offered is satisfactory, 609.

Municipalities Act Amendment Bill, 614..
Stato of the Public Finances—Vote of Censure, 624,
That Resolution from Committee of Supply he disagreed to, 638,
Civil Service Act Amendment Bill (Ro, 2), 639.
Building for International Exhibifion, 658.

In Comimtee of the Whole : —
Payment of Members of the Legislative Assembly (Resolution) 671, 681, 682 (!).
Employers Liability Bill, 674.
Stomp Duties Act Amendment Bill, 683, 684, 685 (3), 686 (*), 687.

Do do (So. 2), 691, 692 (=), 693.
Do do (No. 3), 732.

Prickly Pear Destruction Bill, 687.
Sir Jolm Robertson, K.C.M.G. (Resolutions) 695.
Regulation of Factories and Workshops Bill, 705, 706, 763, 764.
Customs Duties Bill, 696 (2), 607 (3), 698 (3), 699 (*), 700, 729.

Schedule A, Fixed Duties.
Aerated and mineral waters, 704..
Bags and sacks, 705.
Calico, 705.
Biscuits, 710, 711.
Bolts, spikes, nuts, rivets, &c., 711.
Butter and lard, 711, 712.
Cakes, 712.
Candles, 712.
Chicory, &c., 713.
Coffee, 713.
Confectionery, 713.
Cordage, 714.
Doors, 714.
Dynamite and lithofracteur, 714.,
Fruits, boiled or in pulp, 715 (a).
Iron chains, 720.
Iron or steel wire, 721.
Oatmeal, 721 (!).
Oils, 722.
Paper, advertising matter, circulars, Ac., 722.
SaSics, 723.
Shutters (wood), 723. *
Soap, 724.
Tea, 724.
Timber, dressed, 724.

Do rough and undressed, 725 (a).
Tanks, iron, 725.
Woolpacks, 726.
Zinc, 726.

Schedule B, Free List.
Rollers, 727.
Sowing machines, 727.
Machinery for mining purposes, 723.
Chaffeuttere, 728.
Picks and shovels, 728.

Vine Diseases Bill, 731, 732,
Land Tax Bill (No. 2), 733, 736 ('-), 737 (a), 738, 739, 740.
Places of Detention Bill, 737, 738, 760.
Wollongong Public School Site Sale Bill, 741, 742.
Medical Practitioners Bill, 742, 743 (2), 758 (3).
Income Tax Bill, 746, 748 (2), 749, 750 (=). _
Crown Lands Titles and Reservation Validation Bill, 746, 747.
Noxious Trades Sites Bill, 751.
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In Committee of the Whole (continued)
Dairies Supervision Bill, 752.
Centenary of the Colony, (fiesofa/ions) 756.
Patents and Designs Bill, 756, 757 (s).
Municipalities Act Amendment Bill, 764.
Divorce Extension Bill, 765 (?), 766 {*).
Captain Armstrong. (Resolution) 774.

In Committee of Supply:—
General Estimates for 1886.

Legislative Assembly. (Speaker) 753,
Do do (Chairman of Committees) 753.

Legislative Council and Assembly, 754.
Colonial Secretary’s Department, 754.
Police, 755.
Curator of Intestate Estates, 759 (*),
Department of Lands, 761.
Permanent and Volunteer Military Forces, General Staff, 761.
Military Instructors, 761.
Artillery Force, 762.

Additional Estimates for 1886.
Master in Lunacy, 767.
Begistrar General, Junior Examiner of Titles, 767, 768.
Lands Titles Office, 768.
Customs, 768, 769.
Increases to Public Officers under the Civil Service Act; further sum, 769.

Loan Estimate.
Wood paving Circular Quay, 772. '
Novcastle Harbour Improvements, 772.
Wollongong Harbour Deepening, 772.
Purchase of land, Phillip and Hunter streets, for Police and other Public Offices, 773.
University Medical School, 773.
Dubbo Public Buildings, including Site, 773.
Iron bridge over the Gwydir or Big River, at Bingera, 773.
Purchase of Railway Stores, 774.

In Committee op Wats and Means :— _
Establishment of His Excellency tho Governor. (Resolution) Chairman leave the Chair to 

report progress, and ask leave to sit again, 673.
Fixed Duties, Ad Valorem Duties, and Free List. (Resolution) 679.
Income Tax. (Resolution) 689.
Resolution covering Estimated Expenditure for 1886,771.

DIVORCE EXTENSION BILL:— ,
Received from Council and road 1°, 249; Order of the Day postponed, 276, 372; motion made 

for 2:>, and debate adjourned, 465; debate resumed, read 2°, and committed, 571; further 
considered in Committee, no Quorum reported from Committee of the Whole eight times, and 
House counted out, 615.

Petitions presented from :— _
Residents of the Colony that they are conscientiously opposed to the provisions of, and praying |

the House to refuse its assent to tho Bill, 276 f11), 469 (*) 570 (*)..............................................
Residenta in City and surrounding Districts of Newcastle, with similar prayer, 295 (*) ......... .
Ministers of the several Churches in the City and surrounding districts of Newcastle, with similar

prayer, 469 ..... ............ ................................................................................................................ .
Bishop and Archdeacons of the Diocese, on behalf of the Synod of Grafton and Armidale, praying

that the Bill be not allowed to become law, 281............................................................................. ,
Bishop of Sydney, with the advice of the Standing Committee of the Synod of tho Church of

England with similar prayer, 349 ..................................................................................................
Synod of the Diocese of Newcastle with similar prayer, 353 ..............................................................
Committee of Privileges appointed by the Wesleyan Conference to guard the interests of the

Wesleyan portion of the community, with similar prayer, 373 ..................................................
Residents of Singleton, that the Bill is contrary to the British Constitution and the revealed will

of God, and praying the House not to pass the Bill, 373 .............................................................. ;
Residents in Sydney and Suburbs, in favour of, 368.............................................................................. I
Presbyterians, Wesieyans, Anglicans, and others, Qucanbcyan District, in favour of, 549 ............... f
David" Smith, Moderator of the Presbytery of Sydney, in favour of, 642 .......................................... )

DIVORCE PROCEDURE AMENDMENT BILL_ 
Received from Council and read 1°, 374 ; read 2°, 426 ; committed, 427; further considered in 

Committee, reported without amendment and report adopted, 504; read 3°, passed and 
returned to Council, without amendment, 507 ; assent reported, 525.

DOMAINS :—
Regulations, laid on Table, 13, 97,169.......................................... ...................................................... .

Entrance to, at Sir John Young Crescent :—
Motion made {.R>. SttrdeJrin) that a foot-passengers gate-way be opened opposite Crown-street, 89. 

DOUGHERTY, SIR. GEORGE (Sec "CROWN LANDS”)
DREDGE SERVICE :—

Report of Engineer-in‘Chief for Harbours and Rivers on operations, laid on Table, 633..................
Copies of Papers respecting Contract for towing punts, Newcastle, laid on Table (not printed), 656. 

DUTIES (See " FINANCE”)

TOL. PAGE.

8 1159

8 1175

267

4 967

£
EAST MACQUARIE (Sco “SHEPHERD, MR. JOHN”)
EAST ST. LEONARDS (See "BOROUGH OF EAST ST. LEONARDS WHARVES BILL”) 
EDUCATION (See also "PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL ” also "WOLLO? 

GONG PUBLIC SCHOOL SITE SALE BILL” also "UNIVERSITY ")
Lands urscmed for ruBFOSKa or:—

Notificath ns of, laid on Table, 15, 74, 102, 128, 220, 291, 350, 335, 402, 478, 496, 592. 633, 601... 4 407
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EDUCATION
Public Instruction Act:—

Bcgulations under, laid on Table, 31 ....................................................................................... ....... ..
Return respecting expenditure under, laid on Table, 169................................. ....................................

Report tor 1885
Of Minister of Public Instruction, laid on Table, 151 ..........................................................................

Do Appendices to, laid on Table, 185............. ....................................
Statistics of Schools:—

Motion made (Afr. Airfd) for particulars respecting teachers in certain schools, 107; Return to
Order, laid on Table, 216 ................................................. ................................................................

Stdnet Grammar School
Report for 1884, laid on Table, 111..........................................................................................................

Sale op Site op Old Public School, Wollongong- :—
Motion made (Afr. Stiver) for all letters, minutes, and documents respecting, 112; Return to

Order, laid on Table, 160 .............................................................................................. ................ .
Free Railtvat Passes to SchoOe Children :—

Petition against the passing of any resolution for conveying children free on our railways to schools
other than those constituted by the State, presented, 142..............................................................

Motion made (Afr. Stokes) in favour of issue of, on certain conditions—amendment moved and 
negatived—original motion negatived on division, 483.

Private Schools :—
Motion made (3Ir. Abigail) for copies of those portions of the reports of tho School Attendance 

Officers having reference to, showing the number and other particulars of such schools, 163;
Return to Order, laid on Tabic, 222 ..............................................................................................

Prosecutions bv School Attendance Officers :—
Motion made (Afr. Abigail) for a return showing particulars of, in certain Metropolitan Districts,

197; Return to Order, laid on Table, 216 .....................................................................................
Tf.chnical College ,

Motion made (Dr. Wilkinson) for return showing names, wort required from, and salaries of 
lecturers, 56.

Motion made (Dr. Wilkinson) for a return showing fees required from students in the various 
classes, and the number of students who attended in 1885,197 ; Return to Order, laid on
Table, 284.............................................................................................................................................

Motion mode (Afr. Abbott) for all correspondence. See., relating to tho appointment ond proposed
removal of Mr. W. T. Wiley, as Secretary, 229 ; Return to Address, laid on Table, 305 .......

Civil Service Act :— *
Petition from Teachers in tho Public Schools, that they arc dissatisfied with the operations of,

and suggesting certain amendments, presented, 220 ......................................................................
Training Schools, High Schools, and Sidney Grammar School :—

Information respecting, laid on Table, 435..............................................................................................
Truant Inspectors and Attendance Officers :—

Motion made (Afr. Wall) for a return of cost incurred by tho Department in connection with,
580 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 592 .....................................................................................

EDWARDS RIVER (See “RESERVES'’)
ELECTION OF MAYOR (See “SYDNEY CORPORATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL No. 2”1 
ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE (Sec “ ELECTORAL”)
ELECTORAL—(Sec also “ MINISTERIAL ELECTION BILL”)

Petitions from Municipal District of Leichhardt praying that the District may be created a separate
Electorate, presented, 50, 614 .........................................................................................................

Writs op Election for Nrw Parliament:—
Received by Clert, 1.

Discrepancies between names endorsed on Writs and names of Members :—
Returns amended by Clerk, 8,

Elections and Qualifications Committee :—
Speaker lays warrant on Table, 1G, 80, 142 ; maturity reported, 31,100, 161; Members sworn, 31, 3G, 

100, 161; petitions referred, 36,75; Speaker appoints meeting, 36, 81; leave given to sit 
during adjournment of House, 68, 102; Report brought up, 71, 120; leave given to adjourn 
sine die, 72,120; resignation of Chairman reported, 74.

Election Petition—Mackinnon v. Watson—Young :—
Laid on Table, and referred to Committee, 36; Report brought up and read by Clerk—Mr. J. A,

Mackinnon declared elected, 71; Mr. Mackinnon sworn, 73 ..................................................
Election Petition—O. O, Hangar tt. Robert JBurdett Smith—The JHacleay : —

Laid on Table and referred to Committee, 75 ; Report brought up and road by Clerk—Mr. R. B.
Smith declared duly elected, 120...................................................................................................

Clerk summoned to produce proceedings, Ac., ot Kempsey Police Office, in case "Waters v.— 
Sutherland,—Perjury, 200.

Election petition—Watson v. Mackinnon—Young :—
Laid on Table, and motion made {Sir John Robertson) to refer to Committee, and negatived on 

division, 75.
Seat of Mr. Cramsie, a Member for Balranald :—

Motion made {Mr. Neild) that it be referred fo Committee, to consider and report whether Mr. 
Cramsie ia beneficially interested in a contract for the supply of goods to the Government, and 
withdrawn, 97.

Motion again made (Mr. Neild) ond negatived on division, 1G0.
Motion made (Mr. Neild) for papers in connection with supply by Cramsic, Bowden, & Co., of 

forage and plant to Government Rabbit Camps in Balranald District, 97 ; Return io Order
laid on Table, 111; further Return to Order, laid on Table, 155..................................................

Rolls :—
Return to Order (Second Session, 1885), laid on Table,- 20.............................. ........................ ..........
Return showing number of electors, laid on Table, 40..........................................................................

Mudoek :—
Acceptance of office as Colonial Secretary and Premier, by Sir John Robertson; motion made 

for vacation of seat, amendment moved and negatived; seat as a Member for, declared 
vacant, 72; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 73.

Receipt of a letter from Sir John Robertson, K.C.M.G., resigning bis sent os a Member for, 
reported, and entered on the Records of the House, 331 ; scat declared vacant, 331; issue and 
return of writ reported, 351; Mr. William Chnndos Wall sworn, 359.

The Hunter :— .
Acceptance of office as Colonial Treasurer, by John Fitzgerald Bums, Esquire, and seat as 

Member for, declared vacant, 72 ; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 73,
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ELECTOR:— 
Young :—

E

Acceptance of office as Secretary for Lands, by Gerald Spring, Esquire, and seat as a Member for, 
declared vacant, 72; issue and return of ivrit reported, sworn, 73.

Motion made (Jlfr. Garrett) (1.) That tlie ballot papers be laid on Table. (2.) That those taken 
at No. 2 booth, Young, be examined by the Clerks at the Table and the result reported by 
Mr. Speaker.—Speaker ruled that paragraph (2) cannot be put.—amended motion withdrawn,94.

Motion inside {Mr. Harold Stephen) that the Ballot Papers be laid on table, and negatived on 
division, 278.

Balmain :—
Acceptance of office as Secretary for Public Works, by Jacob Garrard, Esquire, and seat as a 

Member for, declared vacant, 72 ; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 73.
The Hastings and Manning :—

Acceptance of office os Minister of Public Instruction, by James Henry Young, Esquire, and 
seat as a Member for, declared vacant, 72; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 73.

Yass Plains :— _
Acceptance of office as Minister of Justice, by Louis Francis Heydon, Esquire, and seat ns Member 

for, declared vacant, 72 ; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 73.
Grenfell :—

Aceoptanco of office as Secretary for Mines, by Robert Matteson Ynughn, Esquire, and seat as 
Member for, declared vacant, 72 ; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 73.

West Sydney :—
■ Acceptance of office as Postmaster-General, by Daniel O'Connor, Esquire, and seat os a Member 

for, declared vacant, 72 ; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 73.
The Bogan

Acceptance of office as Colonial Treasurer and Premier by Sir Patrick Jennings, and seat as a 
Member for, declared vacant, 125 ; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127.

The Muhrumbidgee :—
Acceptance of office as Colonial Secretary by G. R. Dibbs, Esquire, and seat as a Member for, 

declared vacant, 125 ; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127.
East Sydney:—

Acceptance of office as Secretary for Lands by H. Copeland, Esquire, and seat as a Member for, 
declared vacant, 125; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127.

The Hume :—
Aceoptanco of office as Secretary for Public Works by W, J. Lync, Esquire, and seat as a Member 

for, declared vacant, 125 ; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127.
Redfern :— _

Acceptance of office of Minister of Public Instruction by Arthur Ronwick, Esquire, M.D., and 
seat as a Member for, declared vacant, 126; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127.

Eden :—
Acceptance of office of Minister of Justice by J. P. Garvau, Esquire, and seat as a Member for, 

declared vacant, 126 ; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127; Speaker calls attention 
to irregularity of Election—non-reccipt of writ, by Returning Officer, 127.

Newcastle :—
Acceptance of office of Secretary for Mines by J. Fletcher, Esquire, and seat ns a Member for, 

declared vacant, 126: issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127.
Bathurst :— .

Acceptance of office of Postmaster-General by E. B, Sutter, Esq., and seat as Member for, declared 
vacant, 126; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127.

Gundagai :—
Acceptance of office of Attorney-General by J. H. Want, Esq., and seat os Member for, declared 

vacant, 126 ; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127.
General Elections :—

Motion made {Mr. Abigail) for a return showing the cost of the last three, and the last five 
Ministerial Elections, distinguishing amount expended in each electorate, 141; Return to 
Order, laid on Table, 350...................................................................................................................

The Gwydir:—
Resignation of William Robert Campbell, Esquire, 259 ; issue and return of writ reported, 335; 

Mr. Thomas Henry Hassatl, sworn, 347.
ELECTRIC LIGHTING (Sec also "GARDEN PALACE GROUNDS")

Parliamentary Buildings ■—
Reports of Messrs. Dalgamo and Hammand on, laid on Table, 350 ..................................... ............
Letter from Mr. Speaker, and memorandum from Mr. E. C. Craeknell, Superintendent of Electric 

Telegraphs, relative to, laid on Table, and ordered to be printed {after division), 3G8..............
Motion made (Mr. Garrard) for a Select Committee to inquire into and report upon, 497.'
Petition from H. H. Kingsbury, contractor and agent of the Edison Company, for leave to appear 

before the Committee in person or by Counsel, and to produce papers and witnesses and 
examine and cross-examine witnesses, presented and referred to the Select Committee, 518 ... 

EMPLOYERS LIABILITY BILL
Motion made (Mr. Garrard) for leave to bring in and read 1°, 61; Order of the Day postponed, 80, 

130, 189 ; read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, and report adopted, 240 ; read 3°, 
passed, and sent to Council, 244 ; returned with amendments, 409 ; amendments agreed to, 
466; assent reported, 501.

EMPLOYES (See “ RAILWAYS”)
EMPTY WAGGONS. (See "RALWAYS”)
ENDOWMENTS OF MUNICIPALITIES. (Sec "MUNICIPAL”)
ENNIS ESTATE BILL:—

Received from Council and read 1°, 291; Order of the Day postponed, 294, 333, 367, 399; 
read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 427; rend 3°, passed, 
and returned to Council without amendment, 434 ; assent reported, 479.

EQUITY COURT ...
Returns showing amount of money paid into, by the Trustees of the late P. Farrelly's Will, laid on

Table, 337.............................................................................................................................................
ESTIMATES (See " FINANCE ”)
EYANS COMBINATION TRUCK (See "RAILWAYS”)
EVELEIGH (See “RAILWAYS")
EXCLUSION FROM THE HOUSE (See “WISDOM, MR. ROBERT")
EXECUTORS (See "NEW SOUTH WALES TRUSTEES, EXECUTORS, AND AGENCY 

COMPANIES BILL")
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E
EXHIBITION (Sccalao “CENTENARY OE THE COLONY”)

Indian and Colonial:—
Information respecting coat of representation of the Colony atj laid on Table, 97...............................

Centennial :— _
Petition from the Mayor of Sydney, as Chairman of Public Meeting of Citizens, that the honor 

and credit of the Colony demand that the Centenary of Australia ahonld ho celebrated in a 
fitting manner by the Colonists of Australasia, suggesting an Exhibition, and that the
Governments of other Colonics be invited to co-operate, presented, 377 ..................................

Building foe Tntbenational :—
Motion mode (Mr. Harold Stephen) for a Committee of the Whole to consider whether steps 

should be at once taken for the erection of, for use, should such exhibition be in future decided 
upon, and negatived, 658.

EXHIBITS ONLY:—
Laid on Table, 207 (*) 208 <a), 254, 435 (a), 544 (*), 593.

EXPLANATORY ABSTRACTS
Of sums estimated and voted ...................................................................................... ............................

EXPORTATION OE WOOL (See “WOOL”)
EXTENSIONS (See “ RAILWAYS ”)

8

8

3

PAGE.

1137

1139

1079

F
FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS (See “REGULATION OF FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS 

BILL” also “WORKING CLASSES”)
FAILURE OF CROPS

Petition from farmers of Eugowra, alleging they have sustained heavy losses through the disastrous
drought, and praying a grant of seed wheat, presented, 177 ......................................................

FARMERS TRAINS^
Return of particulars respecting the running of Special, laid on Table, 350.......................................

FAERELLY, THE LATE P.
Return showing amount of money paid into Equity Court by the Trustees of, laid on Table, 337... 

FELLTIMBER CREEK (See “ROADS”)
FEMALES (See "WORKING CLASSES”)
FERNDALE COLLIERY (See “COLLIERIES”)
FIDELITY GUARANTEES

Return of employes in the Railway Department compelled to find, laid on Table, 268 ....................
Motion made (Mr. Burns) for copies of all minutes, reports, and other documents in reference to 

the adoption of the Scheme that the Treasury instead of Insurance Companies should 
provide, 548.

FIELD OF MARS COMMON_ _ _
Motion made (Mr. Abbott) for a Return showing the area, area sub-divided and sold, price paid, 

cost and particulars of survey, 192.
FINANCE (See also “UNAUTHORIZED EXPENDITURE INDEMNITY BILL” also “TARIFF”) 

Application of Balances :—
Minuto authorizing, laid on Table by Speaker, 7, 39.............................................................................

Bank Liabilities and Assets:—
For quarter ended 30th September, 1885, laid on Table, 8..................................................................

Do 31st December, 1885, do 97 .............................................................
Do 31 st March, 188C, do 248 ..............................................................
Do 30th June, 1886, do 453 ...............................................................

Loan of £5,600,000:—
Return to Order (Second Session, 1885), laid on Table, 23..................................... ............................
Ministerial Statement relative to placing, on London Money Market on 16 July, 1886, made by 

Sir Patrick Jennings, 385, -
Correspondence, &c., in connection with, issued on 16th July, 1886, laid on Table, 402................

Bank op England :—
Return showing daily balance in, to the credit of the Government, laid on Table 36......................
Motion made (Mr. Burns) for a copy of Government Banking Account with, from the floating of

the Loan of £5,500,000 to date, 133 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 248..............................
Tkanspkb op £275,000 prom Consolidatp,d Revenue Fund to Treasurer’s Advance 

Account :—
Special report from Auditor-General respecting, and stating that such transfers do not come within

the provisions of the Audit Act, laid on Table, 74..........................................................................
Public Accounts :—

Report of Board of Audit, laid on Table, 74,128................................................................................. .
Abstracts of, for the year 1886, together with Auditor-General’s report thereon—laid on Table by

Mr. Speaker, 455 ..............................................................................................................................
Inscribed Stock Act :— i

Third report on the creation, inscription, and issue of Stock under, laid on Table, 74 ...................
Financial Position of the Colony :—

Petition respecting, presented, 92..............................................................................................................
Loan Accounts :—

Returns relating to certain charges against, laid on Tabic, 128 ..........................................................
Specific and Ad Valorem Customs Duties :—

Statement of estimated additional Revenue from the proposed, laid on Table, 198..........................
Return of Ad Valorem Duties collected from 7th to 29th April, 1886, laid on Table, 210...............
Return relative to collection of Ad Valorem Duties, from 1865 to 1872, laid on Table, 318............
Return showing amount of duty collected on, from 7th to 30th April, laid on Table, 216................
Statement showing how the estimate of the yield of each of the proposed new duties is made up,

laid on Table, 277, 301, ....................................................................................................................
Balances on Appropriations for 1885 Services :—

Statement showing amounts estimated as likely to be required, and the amounts estimated os not
likely to he required, laid on Table, 198..........................................................................................

Financial Statement :—
Made by Mr. Dibbs, 62, 65.
Made by Mr, Barns, 90.
Made by Sir Patrick Jennings, 166, 607, 610.
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FINANCE {continued)

State op Public Finances—Vote oe Censure 
Motion mode {Sir Henry Purkes) (hat the present stale of the Public Finances, as explained by 

the Colonial "Treasurer” is highly unsatisfactory—amendment moved {Mr. Abbott) to omit 
all 'words after the word "Treasurer” with a view of inserting other words, and debate 
adjourned, 6ZX; debate resumed, 623; words omitted, and motion as amended carried, 624. 

Butpie:—
Sessional Order passed, 46.
Motion made (Mr. Dibbs) for House to go into Committee, 56.
Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings), for House to go into Committee—Contingent amendment 

moved (Mr. William Clarke) in favour of taxing agricultural produce, and Debate adjourned. 
201; Debate resumed and amendment negatived on Division, 205.

Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings) for House to go into Committee—amendment moved (Mr. 
William Clarke) that the action of the Minister of Justice in disregarding the recommenda
tion by the Civil Service Board of Sir. Stephen Murphy to the position of Clerk of Petty 
Sessions, Orange, is inimical to the best interests of the Civil Service, and opposed to the 
letter and spirit of the Civil Sendee Act,—and withdrawn, 582.

Motion made (Dr. Remmck) for House to go into Committee,—amendment moved (Mr. Sydney 
Smith) expressing disapproval of the action of the Minister for Public Works in taking steps 
to provide rails and sleepers for proposed Hallway from Forbes to Wilcannia, before the 
Plans and Books of Reference had been approved by Parliament, and negatived, 593.

Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings) for House to go into Committee,—amendment moved 
(Mr. Ncild) to add words that the Committee bo instructed not to agree to any item 
in the Loan Estimates not of an urgent or permanent nature, and likely to be reproductive to 
at least 4 per centum per annum, 643 ; amendment negatived, 644.

House in Committee, and Mr. Dibbs made Financial Statement, 62, 65.
Do Mr, Burns do 90.
Do Sir Patrick Jennings made Supplementary Financial Statement, GLO.

House in Committee, 80,113, 136,165, 200, 205, 261, 326, 404, 479, 556, 559, 562, 567, 576, 577, 
682, 583, 589, 593, 607, 610, 630, G44, 647.

Resolutions reported, 80, 113,136,165, 200,261, 326, 404, 480, 576, 630, 647.
Resolutions received, 633.
Resolutions agreed to, 81, 113, 136,166, 200, 261, 326, 404, 480, 576, 638, 647.
Motion made (Mr. Garrett), that a Resolution bo disagreed to, 638.
No Quorum reported from Committee of, 656, 563.
Point of Order, reported from Committee of, 583.
Disorder reported from Committee of, 607, 603, 609.

Wats and Means :—
Sessional Order passed, 46.
Order of tho Day read, and objection taken to Mr, G-, A. Lloyd moving Contingent Notice on 

behalf of another Member, 246.
Motion made (Mr. Dibbs) for House to go into Committee, 56.
Motion made (Sir PaWei; Jennings) for House to go into Committee —Confinyeni amendment 

moved (Sir Henry Parkes) to substitute certain resolutions dealing with the Fiscal Policy of 
the Colony, and Debate adjourned, 230 ; Debate resumed, 232; and amendment negatived on 
division, 233 j

Motion made (8ir Patrick Jennings) for House to go into Committee—amendment moved (Mr. 
G. A. Lloyd) that Counsel be heard at the Bar, on behalf of Mr. George Peacock, in relation 
to the proposed Duty on Pulp Fruit, and amendment negatived on Division, 246.

Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings) for House to go into Committee—Contingent amendment 
(Mr. Neild) moved in reference to the taxing of Lands within Municipal Boundaries, and 
that any Land Tax should be of a progressive character, and amendment negatived, 292.

House in Committee, and Sir Patrick Jennings made Financial Statement, 165.
House in Committee, 81, 113,136,200,208, 220, 223, 233 237, 216 (=), 248,249,254, 262, 292, 301, 

306, 326, 404', 430, 576, 638, 647.
Resolutions reported, 81,113, 136, 200,237, 254, 262, 292, 306, 326, 404, 4S0, 576, 638, 647. 
Resolutions received, 269, 309, 643.
Resolutions agreed to, 81, 113, 136, 200, 237, 262, 272, 292, 310, 326, 404, 480, 576, 643, 647.
No Quorum in Committee reported, 246.
Point of Order reported from, 248.
Estimates for 1886, laid on Table by Mr. Dibbs, 62...............................................................................

Do do Mr. Burns, 100 ...........................................................................
Do do Sir Patrick Jennings, 169............. .............................................

Estimates tor 1886, and Suefeementart Estimates tok 1885 and previous teaks :—
Message No. 3 (Mr. Dibbs) recommending accompanying, laid on Table, 61 ..................................
Message No. 4, reguesting return of, read by Mr. Speaker, considered, read by Clerk, and Address te

Governor returning, 69 .....................................................................................................................
Message No. 5 (Mr. Darns) recommending accompanying, laid on Table, 90 ..................................
Message No. 16, requesting return of, road by Mr. Speaker, considered, read by Clerk, and Address

to Governor, returning, 166.............................................................................................................
Message No. 17 (Sir Patrick Jennings) recommending accompanying, laid on Table, 165...............

AdditionAii Estimates fob 1886:—
Message No. 93 (Sir Patrick Jennings) recommending accompanying, laid on Table, 607..............

Loan Estimate for 1886 :—
Message No. 105 (Sir Patrick Jennings) recommending accompanying, laid on Table, 643............

Explanatory Abstracts:—
Of Sums estimated and Sums voted.........................................................................................................

FIRE BRIGADES ACT:—
Regulations laid on Table, 40, 74.(I), 128, 248,422.................................................................................

Woollahra Volunteer Bm&ade :—
Motion made (Mr. Neild) for copies of nil letters, applications, Ac., by, for registration under the

Act, 188; Returns to Order, laid on Table, 198, 208 ............................................................... .
FIRE BRIGADES BOARD :—

Metropolitan Bbiqade, Ac. :—
Report laid on Table, 40, 313 .................................................................................................................
Regulations under the Act of 1884, laid on Table.................................................................................
Statement showing cost of, under the Act of 1884, kid on Table, 587 ..............................................

Deniliquin :—
Report from, under the Act of 1884, laid on Table, 208 .......... .........................................................
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riEE BRIO-ADES BOARD (coniinued)
BORDES :—

Regulations of, laid on Table, 439 ..........................................................................................................
Report from, under the Act of 1834, laid on Table, 561 .......................................................................

Grafton :—
Report from, under the Act of 1884, laid on Table, 385 ......................................................................
Regulations, do do 74 ......................................................................

Goderdmn :—
Report from, under the Act of 1884, laid on Table, 385 .....................................................................
Regulations, do do 74 ......................................................................

Batiicrst :—
Regulations of, under the Act of 1884, laid on Thble, 422 ..................................................................

Wagga Wagga :—
Regulations of, under tho Act of 1884, laid on Table, 128 ................................................................

Orange:—
Regulations of, under the Act of 1884, laid on Table, 248 .................................................................. i

FIRE IRSURARCE (See " ASSIGNEES OF FIRE INSURANCE TOLIOIES ENABLING BILL") 
FIRES, ACTIONS FOR LOSS BY (See " RAILWAYS”)
FISHERIES :

Inspector Quinan :—
Motion mndo (Mr. TVAiie), for all letters, papers, &c., respecting suspension of, 82; Return to

Order, laid on Table, 128 ..................................................................................................................
Motion made (-3fr. Tarr/e/t) for reports by, as to illegal net-fishing in Fort Jackson, 100 ; Return

to Order, laid on Table, 198 ..............................................................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Aligml) for copies of all letters, reports, minutes, <fcr,., referring to numerous 

charges made ngaiusl, with copy of letter of Mr. J. P. Abbott on Mr. Quinan’s behalf, 558. 
Commission :—

Motion made (Mr. W. Clarke) for a return rospectiini, 188; Return to Order, laid on Table, 216. 
FISHERIES ACTS AMENDMENT BILL “

Motion made (Afr. William Clarke), for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 317 ; Order of 
the Day postponed, 399, 464, 544; motion made for 2°, by leave withdrawn, Oilier of the 
Day discharged, and Bill withdrawn, 614.

FISHER, MESSRS. (Sec “ CROWN LANDS”)
FLANAGAN, JOHN (Sec "POLICE”)
FLETCHER, THE HON. JAMES I

Accepted office as Secretary for Minos, scat as a Member for Newcastle, declared vacant, 126;] 
issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127. '

FLOGGING BILL (See “ABOLITION OF PUNISHMENT BY WHIPPING BILL”) )
FOOTE, AIRS. . . . , I

Motion made (ALr. 441,(70(7) for copies of all letters, depositions, or other documents referring to 
the case of, recently charged before the Bench at East Maitland, with larceny, 284; Return to
Address, laid on Table, 444 ............................................................................................................

FORBES (See “RAILWAYS” also "CROWN LANDS” also “FIRE BRIGADES BOARD”) 
FOREST BRANCH, DEPARTMENT OF MINES

Annual Report on, laid on Tabic, 27, 416 ..............................................................................................
Notice of cancellation of part of 26th Timber and State Forest Regulation, laid on Tabic, 469 . . 
Motion made (Mr. FUrgerald) for a Return showing the increases to salaries of officers of,

under Civil Service Act, 89; Return to Order, laid on Table, 100..............................................
Motion made (Mr, Wall) for a return shewing the number of Forest Hangers employed throughout! 

the Colony, where employed, remuneration received, giving salary and allowances separately, and 
the revenue received from each Ranger’s district., 391; Return to Order, laid on Table, 483 ... 

FOREST RESERVES (See " RESERVES”)
FORMAL BUSINESS

Sessional Order passed, 46.
FOWLER, PIERCE (Sec “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”)
FORSYTH, MESSRS. A. & Co. (See “ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”)
FOWLER SIR JOHN

Report on Prospect Dam, Sydney Wafer Supply, laid on Tabic, 168..................................................
Report on Light Railways, laid on Table, 1G8 ......................................................................................

FREE PASSES (See “ RAILWAYS”)
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY (See also “ BY LAWS”)

Report from Trustees for 1885-6, laid on Table, 128 ..........................................................................
FREIGHT (See "RAILWAYS”)
FRIDAYS :—

Alternation of General Notices of Motion and Orders of tho Day on,—Sessional Order passed, 254. 
Precedence of Government Business on Friday next, 377, 378.

FRONTAGES RESERVATION (See “WATER FRONTAGES RESERVATION BILL”)
FULL LOCAL OPTION (See " LOCAL OPTION”)
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GALONG (See "RAILWAYS1’)
GANMAIN (Sec “ CROWN LANDS”)
GAOLS (See also “ PLACES OF DETENTION BILL”)

Poet Macquarie :—
Report of the Comptroller-General of Prisons on, laid on Table, 500..................................................

Industrial Sriul oe Prisoners in
Motion made (Mr. Kidd) for a return showing particulars of, 490; Return to Order, laid on

Table, 013.................................................................................................................................................
GARDEN PALACE GROUNDS

Regulations laid on Table, 13, 69, 97, 169.............................................................................................
Macquaeie-stefrt Gateway:—

Motion made (Mr. Burdekin) that it is desirable that tho foot gate-way from Macquarie-street, 
opposite the Colonial Secretary’s Office, be opened during the same hours as the gates of the 
Botanic Garden, 94,

Lighting or, with Electric Light:—
Motion made (Mr. Bttrdekin) for Committee of the Whole to consider Address io the Governor 

that provision bo made for, 278; Ordcrof the Day postponed, 367; House in Committee,—no 
report, 465.
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a

GABBARD, TUB HONORABLE JACOB
Accepted office as Secretary for Public Works, seat ns a Member for Balmain declared vacant, 72 ;

issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 73.
Proposed as Chairman of Committees and negatived on division, 143.

GARRETT, HR. THOMAS _
Elected Chairman of Committees, 45.
Deputy Speaker's Commission in favour of, 49.
Resignation by, of office of Chairman of Committees, 131.

GARYAN, THE HONORABLE J. P.
Accepted office as Minister of Justice, seat as a Member for Eden declared vacant, 126 j issue and 

return of writ reported, sworn, 127.
GAS (See “ MUNICIPAL GAS ACT AMENDMENT BILL ”)
GENERAL BUSINESS

Sessional Order passed, 45. _ _ _
X)o do Alternation of Notices of Motions and Orders of tho Day on Fridays, £54.

Notices of Motions postponed till later in the sitting, 550, 583.
Postponed to follow an Order of the Day of Government Business, 656.

GENERAL ELECTIONS (See “ELECTORAL”)
GEORGE-STREET (See “ TELEGRAPHS ”)
GEORGE’S RIYER (See " OYSTER CULTURE LEASES ”)
GLADESYILLE ASYLUM

Motion made {Mr, Sydney Smith) for copies of all correspondence, minutes, Ac., having reference 
to the supplv of a boiler for, 412.

GLEN INNES (Sec “ CROWN LANDS ” also “ RAILWAYS” also “ RESERVES ” also “ ADMINIS
TRATION OP JUSTICE” .

GLEN INNES MARKETS LEASING BILL:—
61st Standing Order suspended to admit of prcseulation of petition, 150; petition presented 

(Afr IP, J. Fergusson) for leave to bring in, 172; leave given, presented and read 1°, 185 ; 
referred to Select Committee, 188; Report brought up, 254; read 2°, committed, reported 
with an amendment, and report adopted, 331; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 337 ; 
returned without amendment, 373; assent reported, 424,

GLENMORE ROAD, PADDINGTON
Low-LYIXG LAS'D XEAU :—

Motion made (Mr. Neild) for the resumption of, by the Government, and withdrawn, 413. 
GOLDRICK, CONSTABLE (See “POLICE”)
GORDON TRAMWAY (See “WILLOUGHBY AND GORDON TRAMWAY BILL”) 
GOULBURN (See “WATER SUPPLY ” also “ RAILWAYS ” also “ EIRE BRIGADES BOARD ” 

also “ST. SAVIOUR’S GLEBE LAND LEASING BILL”)
GOULD, MR. ALBERT JOHN

Appointed Deputy Cbaimnm of Committees for this day only, 111.
Proposed as Chairman of Committees, 144, 396.

GOVERNMENT
Advertisements in Newspapers :—

Motion made {Mr. Abigail) for returns showing amount paid for, from 1881 to 1885, 47; Return
to Order laid on Table, 74..................................................................................................................

Asylums (See “ ASYLUMS ”)
Banking Account with Bank of England :—

Motion made (Mr. Rants) for a copy of, from tho floating of the Loan for £5,500,000 to date, 133 ;
Return to Order laid on Table, £48...................................................................................................

Business :— .
Sessional Order passed, 45, 222.
Precedence of, on private day, 63, 62, 156,‘377, 378.

Do on Tuesdays, 222.
Additional Sitting Day, Monday, 539. . ■

Cablegrams :—
Motion made (Mr. Neild) for return of amounts paid for transmission to and from the AgCnt-

General, 137 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 301......................................................................
Cranes at Newcastle :—

Return to Order (Session 1883-1) laid on Table, 20.............................................................................
Ironwork required by :—

Motion made (Mr. Navies) that nil constructive ironwork used in the building of bridges, rolling 
stock, locomotives, motors, dredges, &a., required by the Government, bo manufactured in the 
Colony, and amended, 413.

Medical Ofiioers :—
Motion mndo (Mr William Clarke), for a Return showing all duties and emoluments attached to, 

with the names of the present incumbents of the officers, 309 ; Return to Order, laid on
Table, 523 ...........................................................................................................................................

Medical Services to:—
Motion made (Mr, Slattery) for a return of, performed during the current year by gentlemen not 

being salaried officers of the Government, giving details, 280.
Offices :—

Return of Rent paid for Buildings used as, laid on Table, 629 ..........................................................
Policy—Vote of Censure:—

Motion made (Mr. Garvan) that the policy of tho Government is unsatisfactory te this House, 
and debate adjourned, 102; debate resumed, and motion carried on division, 108.

Premises leased in Sydney tor purposes of :— ‘
Motion made (Mr. Harold Stephen) for a return showing, and at what rental, 464; Return (in 

part) to Order, laid on Table, 561; Further Return (in part) to Order, laid on Table, 576 ... 
Printing Office—List and Description op Work at:—

Return to Order (Session 1883-4) for 1834, laid on Tabic, 74..............................................................
Printing Office—Retirement of Mr. P. McDonagh prom:—

Motion made (Mr. Navies) for copies of all correspondence, &r., having reference to, and Ins sub
sequent appointment to the Dispatch Branch of the Educational Department, 558 ; Return
to Order, laid on Table, 656 .............................................................................................................

Savings Bank :—
Statement of Accounts for the year 1885, laid on Table, 128 ........................................................... .
Amended Regulations, laid on Table, 142 .......................................................................... ............
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GOYEUTTMENT (coniimted):—
SniFFiKO Office :—

Motion made (Mr. Btwns) for a. return showing the number, gross and net tonnage, shipping 
fees paid by, and names of owners of all colonial steamers who shipped their crows
through, £32 ; Return to Order laid on Table, 402.......................................................................... S

Statistician :—
Motion made (.Jf?-. Ain'ffail) for copies of all applications for the position of, together with copies 

of the recommendations in favour of Mr. Coghlan, 401; Return to Order, laid on Table (not 
printed), 469.

Ministerial Statement made by Sir Patriot Jennings in reference to the establishment of the 
Department, 48S.

Steamers in Port Jackson ■—
Return of particulars respecting, laid on table (not printed), G18; ordered to be printed, 643 ... 8

GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS BILL
Motion made (Mr. Lyne), for Committee of tho Whole, 361; Message from Governor recommend

ing,_444 ; House in Committee and resolution agreed to, 446 ; presented and read 1°, 453 ; 
motion mado for, 20, and debate adjourned, 598; Order of the Day discharged and Bill 
withdrawn, 653.

GOVERNOR;—
Proclamation of, opening Parliament, 1,
Opening Speech, 8 ; Address in reply to Opening Speech of, 9,10,13, 16, 20, 24, 27, 37, 40, 41,

43 ; Reply to Address, 43. ,
Appointment of the Right Honorable Baron Carrington, Message No. 1, 63 ; Message taken into

consideration and Address in acknowledgment, adopted, 67 ; Reply to Address, 71 ................. . 3
Commission appointing The Right Honorable Baron Carrington, P.C., as, laid on Table, 65.......... 2
Message from, on prorogation of Parliament, 600.
Speech, proroguing Parliament, 660.

Ministerial Apyici to :—
Sir Henry Parkes proceeding to moTO, as a matter of Primage, that any advice tendered to the. 

Crown to dissolve Parliament at the present time would bo unjustifiable and deserving of cen
sure,—Point of Order taken that tho motion was not entitled to be regarded ns Privilege, and 
sustained by Mr. Speaker, 110.

GOWRIE-STRBET, SOUTH SINGLETON : —
Motion made (Mr. ffoidd) for copies of all papers, reports, plans, &e., referring to tho application 

of t he Borough Council for the opening of, removal of obstructions from, and the closing of, 253, 
GRAFTON (Sco “RAILWAYS” also “FIRE BRIGADES BOARD”)
GRAIN (See "SUPPLY”)
GRAMMAR SCHOOL (See “EDUCATION”)
GRANT OF MONEY (See " ROBERTSON THE HON. SIR JOHN, K.C.M.G.")
GRAPE VINES AND GRAPES IMPORTATION PROHIBITION BILL (See “ VINE DISEASES 

BILL ”) i—
Motion made (Mr. Dibbs) for Committee of the Whole, 291 (For further proceedings see “ Vine 

Diseases Bill.")
GUARANTEES (Sec “FIDELITY GUARANTEES”)
GUNDAGAI (See “ RAILWAYS ”)
GUNNED AH (See also “ RESERVES ”)

Trustees of Wolski.ev Park
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for all correspondence respecting appointment of, nnd a statement show

ing receipts and disbursements, and meetings hold by, 133.
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HALLORAN, HENRY, Esq., C.M.G. (See “CIVIL SERVICE")
HALL, PATRICK (See "ADMINISTRATION OE JUSTICE”)
HANNAN, PATRICK (See » MINING ”) ’
HANSARD (See " PARLIAMENT ”)
HARBOURS AND RIVERS ;—

Copy of Notes and Minutes of Sir John Coodc, touching his requirements respecting certain, laid 
on Table, 291 .............................................................  ...........  ....................... ............ .....................

Report of Engineer-in-Chiof for, on Dredging Operations, laid on Table, 633 ..................................
HARTLEY DISTRICT (See “ ROADS ”)
HASSALL, MR. THOMAS HENRY

Return of Writ for Tho Gwvdir, certifying to election of, reported, 335; sworn, 347. •
HAWKESBURY RIVER (See “RAILWAYS ”)
HAYES AND M'FADDEN’S CONTRACT, NYNGAN

Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for particulars of, especially in reference to an accident to J. L. M'Callura 
through the burning instead of chopping down trees, 188 ; Return to Order laid on Table (not 
printed), 216.

Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of all correspondence, Ac., in reference to the accident to
J. L. M'Callum, during the execution of, 294 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 350...........

HAY GAS BILL:-
Petition presented (Mr. It _Zf. Wilkinson) for leave to bring in, 69 ; leave given, presented and 

read 1°, 80; referred to Select Committee, 89 ; Report brought up, 178 ; Order of the Day 
postponed, 229; road, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 
241; road 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 245; returned with admendmente, 305; one 
amendment disagreed to, and all the other amendments agreed to, 332 ; Message to Council, 
338; Council insists on its amendment disagreed to, 354; disagreement to Council's amend
ment not insisted upon, 399; assent reported, 424.

Petition in favour of, from tho Municipal Council of Hav, presented, 69..........................................HEALTH:- 1 .
Boabd of :—

Report of Medical Inspector on Dengue Fever, laid on Table, 51......................................................
Report of, upon an Outbreak of Typhoid Fever in Municipal District, of Leichhardt, laid on 

Table, 223 .......................................................................... ;.............. ...............................................
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H

HEYDON, THE HONORABLE LOUIS FRANCIS:— . _ ^ , .a
Accepted Office as Alinistcr of Justice, Seat as Member for Yass Flams declared vacant, 72 ; 

issue and return of Writ reported, sworn, 73; resignation of, as Minister of Justice, 
announced, 90.

HIGH SCHOOLS (See “EDUCATION ")
HOLT, EDWARD BROWN (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE ”}
HOMED US JI-WARATAH (See " RAILWAYS ’’) .
HOMESTEAD LEASES (See “CROWN LANDS”)
HONORABLE WITHIN THE COLONY OF NEW SOUTH AYALES

Motion made (Mr Abbott) for copj of all Despatches referring to the use of tho term, 257 j Return
to Address, laid on Table, 301 ........................................................................ ....................... .

HORNSBY JUNCTION (Sco “RAILWAYS'')
HORTON, MR. THOMAS (See “MINING”)
HOSKINGS, ENGINEER (See "TRAMWAYS")
HOSKINGTOWN (See “ ROADS ”)
HOSPITAL (Sco also "INSANE” also “ FRINGE ALFRED HOSPITAL ACTS AMENDMENT 

BILL”):—
Coast, Little Bat :—

Report for 1SS4, laid on Table, ...........................................................................................................
Do 1885, do 4G9.............................. .....................................................................

HOUGH, MR. HENRY ARTHUR.
Petition from, that lie lias been put to (rouble, litigation, and expense, through having to defend 

two Supremo Court actions for trespassing upon land which he had selected on Tarramiali 
Ran, which land had been surveyed before selection, and praying that justice may bo done to 
him, presented, 240; motion made (Mr. McCulloch) that the Petition bo referred (o a Select 
Committee, 313 ; Report brought up, 378; Motion made (Mr. McCulloch) that the Report be 
adopted, 44S; amendment moved and debate adjourned, 449 j Order of the Day, postponed,: 
504, 572, 658. '

HUDSON BROTHERS (See “RAILWAYS ")
HUNTAWONG (See “CROWN LANDS")
HUNTER RIYER DISTRICT (See “WATER SUPPLY”)

575
5S1

241
243

I
ILLAWARRA (See “ RAILWAYS ”)
ILLAWARRA STEAM NAVIGATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL_

Petition presented (Mr. Jfi’nri/ Clarice) for leave to bring in, 479 ; leave given, presented and read 
1°, 453; referred to Select Committee, 489; Report brought up, 500; Order of the Day 
postponed, 572, C58.

IMMIGRATION:— _ . „
Further Returns to Address laid on Table — Steam-ships “Aberdeen,” 13, 205; “Belgie, 13; 

“Florida,” 74; “Parthio,” 111; “Cuzco,” 109; “ Port Victor" and “ Encrgia," 453; “Port
Piric,” GOO ..........................................................................................-.........;..........;.......................

Report of Agent on complaint as to hiring Immigrants per s.s. " Parthia," laid on Table, 74........
Report from Agent, for 1885, laid on Table, 128....................................................................................

Chinese :—
Return respecting, laid on Table, 111............. .......................................................................................

IMPORTED STOCK ACTS
Regulation, laid on Table, 27, 593 ......................... ............ ..................................................................

INCOME TAX:— _
Resolution affirming desirableness of imposing, reported from Committee of Ways and Moans, 

30G; Resolution received, 309 ; read 2“ and agreed to, 310.
INCOME TAX BILL:— _ .

Ordered (Sir Patrick Jenningx), founded on resolution of Ways and Means, No. 10, presented and 
read 1°, 469; Message from tho Governor recommending, 470; motion made for 2°, and 
debate adjourned, 490; debate resumed, read 2°, 496 ; committed, 497; further considered in 
Committee, 508, 511, 515 ; Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, G53. 

INDEMNITY (See “UNAUTHORIZED EXPENDITURE INDEMNITY BILL")
INDIAN AND COLONIAL EXHIBITION (See “EXHIBITION")
INDOOR WORKERS (Sec “WORKING CLASSES”)
INDUSTRIAL SKILL OF PRISONERS (See ADMINISTATION OF JUSTICE”) 
INEBRIATE ASYLUM:— _ _ ,

Petition from residents of Sydney and Suburba urging the necessity for the establishment of,
presented, 359....................................................................................................................................

" Petition from residents of Hartley and surrounding District, with similar prayer, presented, 555... 
INFANTRY (See “VOLUNTEERS”)
INFIRM AND DESTITUTE (See “ASYLUMS”)
INSANE:— .

Report of Dr. Tucker on the Hospitals for, visited by him under the circular let ter of the Colonial
Secretary, laid on Table, 107............................................................................... .............................

Annual Report of the Inspector-Genera!, for 1885, laid on Table, 108..............................................
INSCRIBED STOCK ACT :—

Third Report on Creation, Inscription, and Issue of Stock under, laid on Table, 74 ......................
INSPECTORS OF CONDITIONAL PURCHASES (See “CROWN LANDS")
INTERMENT OF THE DEAD (Sec “CEMETERIKS REGULATION BILL”) 
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION (Sco “CENTENARY OF THE COLONY”)
INTERPRETER (See “ORIENTAL INTERPRETER”)
INTERRUPTION : —

Of Business of the House, 13, 100, 609, 65C.
INTERFILE (See “CROWN LANDS” also “RAILWAYS” also “ADMINISTRATION OF 

JUSTICE”)
JXVERKLL CHURCH OF ENGLAND LAND SALES BILL:— .

Petition presented (Mr. Abbott) lor leave to bring in, 295 ; leave given, presented and read 1°, 
299; referred to Select Conimitt.ee, 313; Report brought up, 367; read 2°, committed, 
reported without amendment, and report adopted, 42C; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 
433 ; returned with amendments, 528; amendments agreed to, 572-3; assent reported, 599.
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TROJf COLUMNS (See “TBLUO-BAPHS”)
ILON-WOKK REQUIRED RY THE GOVERNMENT_ _

Motion mndo {Mr, Damns) tLnt all constructive iron-work used in tlic building of bridges, rolling 
stock, locomotives, motors, dredges, &c., be manufactured in this Colony, and amended, 413.

J
JENNINGS, THE HON. SIR PATRICK ALFRED, K.C.M.G.

Statement made by, as to steps taken by him towards (lie formation of a now Administration, 123. 
Ministerial slatomont made by, 127, 1G0, 315, 343, 385, 474, 485, 503, 523, 532, G02.
Formation of new Administration by, announced, 125; accepted office ns Colonial Treasurer, seat 

as a Member for Tho Bogan, declared vacant, 125; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127. 
JENNINGS, MR. W. H. (See “QUARRY”)
JERVIS BAY (See "RAILWAYS")
JUDGMENT CREDITORS REMEDIES EXTENSION BILL 

Motion mado {Mr. Devicn) for leave to bring in, 61.
JUDGMENT CREDITORS REMEDIES EXTENSION BILL (No. 2)

Motion made {Mr. Williamson) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 398; Order of the 
Day postponed, 425; read 2°, committed, and no quorum reported from Committee of the 
Whole and House counted out, 4GC,

JUNEE (See “RAILWAYS ”)
JUVENILE OFFENDERS (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”)

KAHIBAH (Soo “ MINING ”)
KAROOLA RUN (See “CROWN LANDS”)
KEMPSEY (Sco “ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE ’’)
KENT, JOHN S. (See “ROADS”)
KIAMA (See “ RAILWAYS ”)
KIAMA TRAMWAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL: —

Petition presented (Mr Tarrant) for leave to bring in, GOI.; leave given, 613.
KTANDRA (See “ROADS”)
KINGSBURY, MR. II. II. (See “ELECTRIC LIGHT IN PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS”) 
KISS’S GEORGE-STREET PROPERTY BILL:—

Received from Legislative Council and react 1°, 461; Order of the Day postponed, 473; read S'1, 
committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 672 ; read 3°, passed, and 
returned to Council without amendment, 5S1; assent reported, (ill.

KITE’S LEASING BILL
Petition presented (ilfir. Suitor) for leave to bring in, 16; leave given and read 1°, 48; referred 1 o

Select Committee, 51 ; Report brought up, 69 ; read 2°, committed, reported without 8 
amendment, and report adopted, 83; read, 3°, passed, 89 ; sent to Council, 90; returned 
without amendment, 134; assent reported, 158.

855

L
LAMBTON COLLIERY (Sco “NEW LAMBTON COLLTEEY COMPANY”)
LAND (See “ CROWN LANDS” ; also “ SETTLED ESTATES BILL ”)
LANDING SURVEYOR, CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT:—

Motion made {Mr. Ives) for copies of all matters referred to, and his decisions thereon, 378;
Return to Order, laid on Table, 453 .................................................................................................

LAND OFFICES (Sco “ CROWN LANDS ”)
LANDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

Motion mado {Mr. Copeland) for Committee of the Whole, G51 ; House in Committee, resolution 
agreed to, presented and read 1°, C57.

LANDS DEPARTMENT-.—
Report for 1884, laid on Table, 27 ..........................................................................................................
Report of number of Draftsmen and Clerks employed under Surveyor-General on 14 May, 1880,

laid on Table, 245 ..............................................................................................................................
Return of Payments to Permanent Officers during 1884 and 1885, and part of 18SG, over and

above the amounts voted ns Salaries, laid on Table, 261, 301 ......................................................
LANDS FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES ACQUISITION ACT (See also “ RESUMPTION OF

LAND”):-
Notifications of Resumptions Under, Laid on Table :—

Abstract of, for Public Parks, G8................................................................................................................
For Public School purposes, 15, 74,102, 128, 220, 291, 350, 335, 402, 478, 496, 592, 633, G51.......
For Sewerage purposes, 367 ................................................................................................. .....................
For approach to the “ Spit” Ferry, Middle Harbour, 507 ..................................................................

LAND TAX BILL (See also “WAYS AND MEANS”)
Resolution reported from Ways and Means and agreed to, 292 ; Ordered (Sir Patrick Jennings)

, founded on Resolution of Ways and Means, presented and read 1°, 292; Order of the Day 
discharged and Bill withdrawn, 301.

LAND TAX BILL (No. 2) _
Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings) that. Resolution of Ways and Means be now rend, Resolution 

read. Bill presented and read 1°, 301; motion made for 2° and debate adjourned, 445; 
debate resumed and Bill read 2°, 454; Message from Governor recommending, 457 ; com
mitted, 462, 470, 474 (!) ; reported with amendments and report adopted, 474 ; recommitted, 
reported 2° with further amendments, and report adopted, 479 ; read 3“, passed, and sent to 
Council, 530.

Petition presf.nteu fhom :—
Landholders and others in the Hume electorate, that the Bill will if passed operate os a tax upon 

energy, industry, and perseverance, and praying that it be not passed, 402 ..............................
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L
LAWRENCE (Set? “RAILWAYS”)
LEASES OP SETTLED LAND (See “SETTLED ESTATES BILL")
LEAYE OE ABSENCE (Sec “CIVIL SERVICE")
LECTURES AT THE TECHNICAL OOLLEG-E

Motion mado {Dr. Wilkinson) for return showing names of lecturers and salaries given, 66;
Return to Order, laid on Table, 74................................................................................................. .

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL:—
Committee appointed to inspect Journals of, as to proceedings on Sydney Corporation Act 

Amendment Bill, and to report.,—reported, Report read by Clerk and received, 2'M, 
LEICHHARDT (See also “MUNICIPAL” also "RESERVES”):—

Outbhkak op Typhoid Ekvrr at:—•
Report of tbe Board of Health upon, laid on Table, 223 ......................................................................

LESLEY, MR. W. A. (See “ CIVIL SERVICE ’’)
LEVIEN, MR. ROBERT HENRY:—

Motion made (Mr. Chanter) that tbe conduct of, an honorable member for Tam worth, ni 
detailed to the House, is a breach of privilege—motion, by leave, withdrawn, and apology 
made to the House by, 134.

LIBEL (See “ DEFAMATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL ”)
LIBRARY COMMITTEE :—

Sessional Order passed, 47.
Names added to, 142.

LICENSING ACT :—
CONTICHONS UNDER r—

Further Return {in part) to Order (Session 18S3-4), laid on Table, 116 ..........................................
Do do do 507 ...........................................

"Victoria Park Hotki.” —
Correspondence, Ac. respecting the granting of a certificate for, laid on Table (not printed), 613 ;

oidcred to be printed, 633 ..............................................................................................................
LICENSING ACTS AMENDMENT BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. OUiffe) for Committee of the Whole, 137; Order of the Day postponed, 
146, 189; Order of the Day discharged, 240. ’

LIFE-BOAT:—
Return to Order (Seeoncl Session, 1885) laid on Table, 8...................................................... 1.............

LIGHTHOUSE ON SMOKY CAPE :—
Motion mndo (Mr. Kethel) for Committee of the Whole, lo consider resolutions in favour of the 

erection and maintenance of, 293; Order of the Day postponed, 317, 367; House in Committee, 
resolutions reported and agreed to, 426.

Petitions from Shipowners, Shipmasters, Seamen, and others, interested in the shipping trade, in
favour of, presented, 313, 359 ......................................................................... ..............................

LITHGOW COLLIERY DISASTER:—
Motion made (Mr Abigail) for copies of all correspondence Ac., having reference to the mode of 

conducting the Inquiry into, 256; Return to Order, laid on Table (not printed), 444.
Report from the Royal Commission on Collieries on, laid on Table, 388 ..........................................
Copy of Commission issued in connection with, laid on Table, 558......................................................

LITTLE BAY (Sec “ HOSPITAL ”)
LITE STOCK AND AGRICULTURE :—

Return of, for the rear ended 31st March, 1886, laid on Table, 233 ..................................................
LOAN BILL (See “PUBLIC WORKS LOAN BILL”)
LOAN ESTIMATE (“See “ FINANCE")
LOANS (See " FINANCE"; also “RAILWAYS”; also “SYDNEY TOWN HALL AND STREETS 

MUNICIPAL LOAN BILL”)
LOCAL OPTION :—

Return showing result of Vote taken in the Metropolitan District, 1885, laid on Table, 185..........
Return showing result of Vote taken in the Metropolitan Suburban Municipalities iu 1885, laid on

Table, 185 ...........................................................................................................................................
Petition from League and others in favour of full local option, presented and read by Clerk, 13......

Do do do do do 633 ..................................
Do R. M'Kinnon, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, in

favour of, presented, 134 .................................................................................................................
Petition from Residents of Sydney and Newcastle and suburbs against tho extension of the

principle, presented, 193....................................................................................................................
LORD HOWE ISLAND (See “ ARMSTRONG, CAPTAIN ”)
LORD, THE LATE MR. EDWARD (See “ CAREENING COVE ”)
LOW-LYING LAND (See “GLENMORE EOAD, PADDINGTON”)
LYNE, THE HON. W. J. —

Accepted office as Secretary for Public Works, seat as a Member for. Tbe Hume declared vaoact, 
125 j issue and return of writ reported, sworn, ] 27.
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MACKINNON, MR. J. A. (See “ ELECTORAL ”)
MACKRBLL, ROBERT (Sco “CROWN LANDS”)
MACQUARLE-STRBET GATEWAY (See “GARDEN PALACE GROUNDS”)
MAGISTRATES (Sec “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE")
MAIL SERVICES (See “ POSTAL ”)
MAITLAND (See “WEST MAITLAND COURT-HOUSE”)
MANDURAMA CREEK (See “ BRIDGES ”}
MANLY (See “QUARRY”)
MANUFACTURE IN THIS COLONY OF IRONWORK

Motion made (Mr. Davirs) in favour of, used in the building of bridges, rolling stock, locomotives, 
motors, &e., &c., required by the Government and amended, 413.

MARRAR RUN (See “RESERVES”)
MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—

Received from Council and read l5, 291; Order of the Day postponed, 309, 333, 372, 399 j read 2°, 
committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 4G6; read 3°, passed, and 
returned to Council without amendment, 472 ; assent reported, 501.

MARINE SURVEYS (See “ABUSES IN CONNECTION WITH THE SHIPPING OF NEW 
SOUTH WALES ”)
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MARSHALL ISLANDS

Despatch notifying G-erman annexation of the, laid on Table, 164 ..................................................
MARYVILLE COLLIERY COMPANY RAILWAY BILL

Petition presented (Mr. &. A. Lloyd) for leave to bring in, 107 ; leave given, 112; presented, and 
read 1°, 110; referred to Select Committee, 119; names added to Select Committee, 146; 
Report brought up, 207 ; read 2°, committed, reported ■without amendment, and report 
adopted, 241; read 3°, passed, and sent t o Council, 245; returned with amendment, 2S5 ; 
amendment agreed to, 296; assent reported, 360.

MATRIMONIAL CAUSES (Soo “DIVORCE EXTENSION BILL” also "DIVORCE PRO
CEDURE AMENDMENT BILL”)

MAYOR, ELECTION OE (See “SYDNEY CORPORATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL No. 2”) 
M'CALLUM, J. L. (See “ ROADS ”)
McDONAGH, MR. (See “CIVIL SERVICE")
McINTOSH, EVAN (See "CROWN LANDS”)
Me IVOR, MATTHEW (See “MINING”)
MCLAUGHLIN ESTATE BILL... .

61st Standing Order suspended to admit of presentation of petition, 135; petition presented 
(Mr. Abigail) for leave to bring in, 109 ; leave given, presented and read 1°, 172 ; referred to 
Select Committee, 185 ; Report brought up, 200; read 2°, committed, reported with amend
ment, and report adopted, 257 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 260.

MECHANICS SCHOOL OF ARTS (See "SYDNEY MECHANICS SCHOOL OEARTS INCOR
PORATION BILL”)

MEDICAL OFFICERS OF THE GOVERNMENT:—
Motion made (Air. William Clarke) for a return giving a list of the duties and emoluments of, 

with the names of the incumbents of the offices, 309 ; Return to Order, laid on Tabic, 523 ... 
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS BILL

Motion made (Mr. Tarrant) for Committee of the Whole, 185 ; House in Committee, no quorum 
reported, and House counted out, 189.

Motion made (Mr. Tarrant) for Committee of the Whole, 204; House in Committee and resolu
tion reported, 211; resolution agreed to, presented and read 1°, 212; Message from 
Governor recommending, 276; Order of the day postponed, 278; motion mndo for 2°, and 
debate adjourned, 29G ; read 2°, and committed, 399 ; further considered in Committee, 502; 
671; reported with amendmeni 3, and report adopted, 571; Order of tho Day, postponed, 
583 (2); read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 533.

Petition from Sydney and suburbs, that they slew the Bill with apprehension, and are opposed to
if uposonfon 30(4

MEDICAL SERVICES To'GOVERNMENT” -..........................................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Slattery) for a return of, during tho current year, by gentlemen not being 

salaried officers of the Government, giving details, 280.
MEETING OE THE HOUSE 

Sessional Order passed, 45.
MELVILLE, MR. (See “PRIVILEGE ”)
MEMBERS (See also “PAYMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ")

Commission to administer Oatb to, received and read by Clerk, 4, 7, 49. I
Sworn, 4, 7, 8, 13, 17, 21, 73, 100,127, 246 (!), 347, 359. I
Named by Speaker, 440. I
Named by Deputy Speaker, G5G. I
Attendances of, iu Divisions and Counts-out .......................................................................................... I

MEREWETHER (Seo “MUNICIPAL") |
MEREWETHER, Mr. E C. (Sec “ MINING ”)
MEREWETHER “ VERNON ” BOYS

Motion mado (Mr. Ollijfe) for all papers and correspondence relative to ease of, in respect to]
property to which it is stated they arc entitled, 214 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 284 . ..

MESSAGES:—
From Commissioners :—

On opening Parliament, 3,
Transmission of, between the two Houses 

Sessional Order passed, 46.
From the Lieutenant-Govehnoe:— :

Requesting attendance of House in Council Chamber, 8, '
No. 1. Mail Service between Sydney and San Francisco, 53.................................................................. |

2. Postal Contract with the Orient Steam Navigation Company, 53 ........................................
3. Estimates for 1886, and Supplementary Estimates for 1885 and previous years, SI..............

From the Governor:—
No. 1. Appointment of the Right Honorable Baron Carrington, 63, 67 ............ ..............................

2. Vote of Credit (January), 74 ....................................................................................................
3. Assent to Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 88,
4. Withdrawal of Estimates for 1885-6, 89 .................................................................................
5. Estimates for 1886, and Supplementary Estimates for 1885 and previous years, 90 ..........
6. Vote of Credit (February), 111 .................................................................................................
7. Assent to Bodalla Estate Bill, 115
8. Assent to Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 2), 123.
9. Regulation of Factories and Workshops Bill, 134...................................................................... i

10. Vote of Credit (March), 134 .......................................................................................... ........... i
11. Postal Contract with the Orient Steam Navigation Company, 142 ..................................... 1
12. Postal Communication between Sydney and San Francisco, rid Auckland and Honolulu, 142
13. Civil Service Act Amendment Bill, 146.............................................................................. .......
14. Assent to Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 3), 157.
16. Assent to Kite’s Leasing Bill, 158.
16. Withdrawal of Estimates for 1885-6, 165...................................................................................
17. Estimates for 1886 and Supplementary Estimates for 1885 and previous years, 165 .........
18. Vote of Credit (April), 198..........................................................................................................
19. Assent to Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 4), 205.
20. Mail Communication between Great Britain and Australia, rid Suez, 216.............................
21. Assent to Moore Estate Act Amendment Bill, 230.
22. Stamp Duties Act Amendment Bill, 261...... .............................................................................
23. Vote of Credit (May), 261 .................................. .......................................................................
24. Prickly Pear Destruction Bill, 262............... ...............................................................................
25. Medical Practitioners Bill, 276.....................................................................................................
26. Assent to Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 5), 276.
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MESSAGES (continued)

EbojI the GtOTBRNOE (continued) :—
Bo. 27. Assent to St. Mary’s WiiTcrloy Cburcli of England Land Sale Bill, 277.

28. Assent to Board’s Settlement Bill, 277.
29. Assent to Newcastle Steamship Company’s Preferential Shares Bill, 277.
30. Assent to Bank of New South Whies Acts Amendment Bill, 300.
31. Customs Duties Bill, 318..............................................................................................................
32. Yotc of Credit (Juno), 326............................................................................................................
33. Assent to Consolidated Botcuuc Eund Bill (No. 6), 359.
3A Assent to Wyatt Estate loosing Bill, 359.
35. Assent to Huswellbrook Cattle Sale-yards Bill, 360.
36. Assent to Maryville Colliery Company Kailway Bill, 360.
37. Assent to Aehfidd Church of England School Bill, 360.
38. Assent to Pringle’s Estate Mortgaging Bill, 360.
39. Assent to Moorcbank Estate Bill, 360.
40. Assent to Sisters of Chanty Estate Bill, 360.
41. Assent to Kandwick Church Land Sale Bill, 361.
42. Stamp Duties Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), 361 .....................................................................
43. Sir John Hobertson Grant Bill, 368 .................................................. .......................................
44. Newcastle Sand-drift Keelamation Bill, 395..............................................................................
45. Vote of Credit (July), 402 ..................................................................................................
46. Assent to Consolidated Kcvenue Eund Bill (No. 7), 423,
47. Assent to Sir John Kobertson Grant Bill, 423,
48. Assent to Prickly Pear Destruction Bill, 423.
49. Assent to Glen Inncs Markets Leasing Bill, 424.
50. Assent lo Bishopscourb Sale and Leasing Bill, 4'24.
51. Assent to Hay Gas Bill, 424.
52. Assent to Balmain Tramway Bill, 424.
63. Assent to Bell’s Estate Bill, 424.
54, Patents and Designs Bill, 434......................................................................................................
55. Vine Diseases Bill, 440..................................................................................................................
66. Government Railways Bill, 444...................................................................................................
57. Stamp Duties Act Amendment Bill (No. 3), 457 ..................................................................
58. Land Tax Bill (No. 2), 457................................................................................. '•........................
59. Assent to Trustee Act Amendment Bill, 464.
60. Assent to Municipal Gas Act Amendment Bill, 465.
61. Assent to Net-Ashing in Port Hacking Prohibition Bill, 465.
62. Assent to St. Stephen’s Church of England Parsonage Campcrdown Land Sale Bill, 405.
63. Income Tax Bill, 470 ....................................................................................................................
G4, Assent to Kandwick Cemetery Unused Lands Sale Bill, 478.
65. Assent to Mrs. Payien’s Estate Leasing Bill, 478.
66. Assent to Ennis Estate Bill. 479.
6”. Vote of Credit (August), 479.....................................................................................................
68. Assent to Stamp Duties Act Amendment Bill (No. 3), 501.
69. Assent to Married Women's Property Act Amendment Bill, 501.
70. Assent to Employers Liability Bill, 501.
71. Assent to Uther Estate Leasing Bill, 501.
72. Assent to Parramatta Church School Bill, 501.
73. Assent to St. James's School Compensation Trust Bill, 501.
74. Assent to West Wallsend and Monk-Wcarmouth Boil way Bill, 502.
75. Assent (o Consolidated Revenue Eund Bill (No. 8), 505.
76. Additional Stipendiary Magistrate Bill, 507...............................................................................
77. Noxious Trades Sites Bill, 512................................................................... ................................
78. Assent to Divorce Procedure Amendment Bill, 525.
79. Assent to Cooma Church of England Parsonage Bill, 540.
80. Assent to Parramatta Public Baths Bill, 540.
81. Assent to Bowcnfels Coal-mining and Copper-smelting Company's Railway (Sale and

Vesting) Bill, 540.
82. Assent to Sydney Town Hall and Streets Municipalities Loan Bill, 555,
83. Assent to Bird Estate Bill, 656.
84. Civil Service Bill, 556............................................ .....................................................................
85. Centenary of the Colony, 559........................................................................................... ...........
86. Assent to Commons Regulation Act Amendment Bill (No. 3), 569.
87. Assent to Public Vehicles Regulation Act Amendment Bill, 569.
88. Vote of Credit (September), 676.................................................................................................
89. Assent to Customs Duties Bill, 588.
90. Assent to Australian Joint Stock Bank Act Amendment Bill, 588,
91. Assent to Consolidated Revenue Eund Bill (No. 9), 695.
92. Assent to Dairies Supervision Bill, 599.
93. Assent to Bennett’s Railway Bill, 599.
94. Assent to Invercll Church of England Land Sales Bill, 599.
95. Additional Estimates for 1886, 607 ..........................................................................................
96. Assent to Places of Detention Bill, 611.
97. Assent lo Armstrong’s Settlement Bill, 611.
98. Assent to Kiss’s George-street Property Bill, 611.
99. Assent to Silverton Tramway Bill, 628.

100. 'Assent to Mudgec Gaslight and Coke Company’s Bill, 628,
101. Assent to Newcastle Sand-drift Reclamation Bill, 628.
102. Assent to Crown Lands Titles and Reservations Validation Bill, G28.
103. Assent to Settled Estates Bill, 629, t
104. Civil Service Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), 629.............................................................. ..........
105. Loan Estimate for 18S6, 643 ....................................................................................................
106. Assent to Vine Diseases Bill, 659,
107. Assent to Municipalities Act Amendment Bill, 659.
108. Assent to Defamation Act Amendment Bill, 659.
109. Assent to Civil Service Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), 659.
110. Assent to Penrith Water and Gas Supply Bill, 660.
111. Assent to Sydney Mechanics School of Arts Incorporation Bill, 660.
Requesting attendance of the House in the Legislative Council Chamber, 660,

VOlt- PAGE*
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EEFEBEKCEB TO THE TOTES ATTD PEOCEEDIyOS, TOL. I——I2TII EAELlAJfENT—SESSION 18S5-6, J'AEEnS.

MESSAGES (continued)
Fbom Assemble to Council :—

Transmitting Consolidated Revenue lirmd 1’ili, 81.
Kite’s Leasing Bill, 90.
Trustee Act Amendment Bill, 98.
Cormvelr* Estate Bill, 98.
Consolidated Revenue Eund Bill (No. 2), 113.

Bo do do (No. 3), 13G,
Uther Estate Leasing Bill, 154.
St. Mary's Woverley Church of England Land Sale Bill, 154.
Balmain Tramway Bill, 197.
Newcastle Steamship Company’s Preferential Shares Bill, 197.
Consolidated Revenue Eund Bill (No. 4), 200.
Defamation Act Amendment Bill, 214.
Sydney Corporation Act Amendment Bill, 214.
Board’s Settlement Bill, £15.
Wyatt Estate Leasing Bill, 215.
Muswellbrook Cattle Sale-yards Bill, 215.
Barker’s Estate Bill, 216.
Employers Liability Bill, 244.
Maryville Colliery Company Railway Bill, 24E.
West Wallsend and Monk-Wenrmouth Rnihvnv Bill, 245.
Hay Gas Bill, 245. '
Ashfleld Church of England School Bill, 245.
McLaughlin Estate Bill, 2G0.
Net-fishing in Port Hacking Prohibition Bill, 260.
Pringle’s Estate Mortgaging Bill, 260.
Consolidated Revenue Eund Bill (No. 5), 292.
Stamp Duties Act Amendment Bill, 284.
Prickly Pear Destruction Bill, 294.
Moorebank Estate Bill, 299.
Sisters of Charity Estate Bill, 300.
Kandwick Church Land Sale Bill, 300.
Bishopscourt Sale and Leasing Bill, 337.
Glen Innes Markets Leasing Bill, 337.
Bell’s Estate Bill, 337.
Municipal Gas Act Amendment Bill, 337.
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 6), 340.
Stamp Duties Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), 367.
Sir John Robertson Grant Bill, 384.
St. Stephen’s Church of England Parsonage Camperdown Land Sale Bill, 402. 
Consolidated Revenue Eund Bdl (No. 7), 421.
Randiviok Cemetery Unused Lands Sale Bill, 432.
Mrs. Payton’s Estate Leasing Bill, 432.
Parramatta Public Baths Bill, 433.
Parramatta Church School Bill, 433,
Invorell Church of England Land Sales Bill, 433.
Bowenfels Coal-mining and Copper-smelting Company's Railway (Sale and Vesting) 

Bill, 433.
St. James’ School Compensation Trust Bill, 434.
Bennett's Railway Bill, 434.
Cooma Church of England Parsonage Bill, 440.
Commons Regulation Act Amendment Bill (No. 3), 444.
Stamp Duties Act Amendment Bill (No. 3), 461.
Sydney Town Halt and Streets Municipal Loan Bill, 462.
Newcastle Sand-drift Reclamation Bill, 464,
Vine Diseases Bill, 469.
Places of Detention Bill, 472.
Bird Estate Bill, 473.
Church and School Lands Dedication Act Amendment Bill, 478.
Consolidated Revenue Eund Bill (No. 8), 493. .
Wollongong Public School Site Sale Bill, 493. *
Australian Joint Stock Bank Aet Amendment Bill, 507.
Crown Lands Titles and Reservations Validation Bill, 510.
Public Vehicles Regulation Aet Amendment Bill, 510.
Nonious Trades Sites Bill, 526.
•Customs Duties Bill, 530.
Land Tax Bill (No. 2), 530.
Silverton Tramway Bill, 581.
Mudgee Gaslight and Coke Company's Bill, 581.
Companies Aet Amendment Bill, 581.
Consolidated Revenue Eund Bdl (No. 9), 532.
Medical Practitioners Bill, 583.
Settled Estates Bill, 587.
Penrith Water and Gas Supply Bill, 587.
Blackfriars Estate Streets and Lanes Bill, 601.
Patents and Designs Bill, 602.
Regulation of Factories and Workshops Bill, 607.
Sydney Mechanics School of Arts Incorporation Bill, CIS.
Civil Service Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), 639.
Public Works Loan Bill, 653.

• Appropriation Bill, 653.
Returning, without amendment, Bodalla Estate Bill, 89.

Moore Estate Aet Amendment Bill, 215.
Bank of New South Wales Acts Amendment Bill, 200.
Ennis Estate Bill, 434.
Married Women’s Property Act Amendment. Bill, 472.
Divorce Procedure Amendment Bill, 507.
Armstrong’s Settlement Bill, 581.
Kiss’s George-street Property Bill, 581.
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xixiv INDEX.

BEFEBEITCES TO TEH VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOI,. I—I2TH PARLIAMENT—SESSION I885-S6. PAPEBS.

VOL.

M
MESSAGES (continued) :—

Eeoii Assembly to Council (continued) •.—
Retnrning, with amendmouts, Eairies Supervision Bill, 638.

Municipalities Act Amendment Bill, 628. _
Agreeing to amendments in St. Mary’s Wavcrlcy Church of England Land Sale Bill, 211,

Wyatt Estate Leasing Bill, 278.
Muswellbrook Cattle Sale Yards Bill, 295.
Maryville Colliery Company Eailway Bill, 296.
Ashfield Church of England School Bill, 332.
Pringle's Estate Mortgaging Bill, 332.
Prickly Pear Destruction Bill, 395. _
Trustee Act Amendment. Bill, including amendment in the Title, 425. 
Net Fishing in Port Hacking Prohibition Bill, including amendment 

' in the Title, 427.
Municipal Gas Act Amendment Bill, 427.
West Wallsend and Monk-Weannonth Railway Bill, 466.
Employers Liability Bill, 466.
Cooma Church of England Parsonage Bill, 503.
Parramatta Public Baths Bill, 503. _
Bowcnfels Coal-mining and Ccpper-smelting Company’s Eailway (Sale 

and Testing) Bill, 504.
Sydney Town Hall and Streets Municipal Loan Bill, 524.
Commons Regulation Act Amendment Bill (No. 3); including amend

ment in Title, hut verbally amending new clause, 541.
Public Vehicles Regulations Act Amendment Bill, 550.
Bennett’s Railway Bill, 572.
Inverell Church of England Land Sales Bill, 573.
Vine Diseases Bill, 643.
Defamation Act Amendment Bill, 657.
Penrith Water and Gas Supply Bill, 657.

Dleacreeine to one, and aijreeinff to the other amendments in Hay Gas Bill, 338.
TJlher Estate Leasing Bill, '169, 
Places of Detention Bill, 582.
Crown Lands Titles and Reserva

tions Validation Bill, 597.
Agreeing to some and disagreeing to others of the amendment* in Balmain Tramway Bill, 343. 
Agreeing to, disagreeing to, and amending amendments in Newcastle Sand-drift Reclamation Bill, 

606. , .
Not insisting on disagreements to amendments in Balmain Tramway Bill, 399,

Hay Gas Bill, 399. _
Granting leave to a Member of the Assembly to appear and give evidence before a Select Com

mittee of the Legislative Council, 515,
Fkom Council to Assembly:—

Transmitting Bodalla Estate Bill, 68-
Bank of New South Wales Acts Amendment Bill, 169.
Moore Estate Aet Amendment Bill, 198.
Divorce Extension Bill, 249.
Married Women’s Property Act Amendment Bill, 291.
Ennis Estate Bill, 291.
Divorce Procedure Amendment Bill, 374.
Dairies Supervision Bill, 374.
Cremation Bill, 445.
Kiss’s George-street Property Bill, 461.
Municipalities Act Amendment Bill, 528.
Prince Alfred Hospital Acts Amendment, Bill, 562.
Armstrong’s Settlement Bill, 562.
Sydney Bishopric and Church Property Bill, 502.

Returning Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, without amendment, 81.
Do do do (No 2), without amendment, 121.

Kite’s Leasing Bill, wilhout amendment, 134.
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 3), without amendment, 151.
St. Mary’s Wavericy Church of England Land Sale Bill, with amendment, 198. 
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No- 4), without amendment, 201.
Newcastle Steamship Company’s Preferential Shares Bill, without amendment, 237. 
Board’s Settlement Bill, without amendment, 249.
Muswellbrook Cattle Sale-yards Bill, with amendment, 253.
Wyatt Estate Leasing Bill, with amendment, 254.
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 5), without amendment, 265.
Maryville Colliery Company Railway Bill, with amendment, 285.
Ashiield Church of England School Bill, with amendment, 285.
Defamation Act Amendment Bill, with amendments, 285.
Balmain Tramway BiU, with amendments, 286.
Hay Gas Bill, with amendments, 305.
Pringle’s Estate Mortgaging Bill, with amendments, 321.
Moorebank Estate Bill, without amendment, 344.
Sisters of Charity Estate Bill, without amendment, 344.
Randwiek Church Land Sale Bill, without amendment, 344.
Net fishing in Port Hacking Prohibition Bill, with amendments, including an amend

ment in the Title, 344. ,
Trustee Act Amendment Bill, with amendments, including an amendment in tho 

Title, 344. _ _
Stamp Duties Aet Amendment Bill, with amendments, 354. ^
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 6), without amendment, 35o,
Uther Estate Leasing Bill, with amendments, 361.
Bishopscourt Sale and Leasing Bill, without amendment, 373.
Glen Innes Markets Leasing Bill, without amendment, 373.
Bell’s Estate Bill, without amendment, 374.
Prickly Pear Destruction Biil, with amendments, 374.
Municipal Gas Act Amendment Biil, with amendment, 373.



INDEX. XXXV

EBFEBKK0E3 TO THE YOTES AND rEOOBEDINOS, VOL. I—I2TH PAELTAMENT—SESSION 1885-86.

YOL.

M
MBSSAG-ES (contimicd) :—

Peom Council to Assembly (oon(imcea) ■.—
Beturning West Wallsend and Monlc-Wearinouth Rn-iUvay Bill, with amendments, 8?5. 

Employers Liability Bill, with amendments, 409.
Consolidated Revenue Bund Bill (No. 7), without amendment, 422. '
Sir John Robertson Grant Bill, without amendment, 422.
St. Stephen’s Church of England Parsonage Camperdown Land Sale Bill, without 

amendment, 441.
Stamp Duties Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), with amendments, 445.
Randwiek Cemetery Unused Lands Sale Bill, without amendment, 401.
Mrs. Payten’s Estate Leasing Bill, without amendment, 461,
St. James’s School Compensation Trust Bill, without amendment, 473.
Parramatta Church School Bill, with amendment, 473.
Cooma Church of England Parsonage Bill, with amendments, 4.73.
Parramatta Public Bathe Bill, with amendments, 474.
Bowcnfels Coal-mining and Copper-smelting Company’s Railway (Sale and Yesting) 

Bill, with an amendment, 474.
Stomp Duties Aet Amendment Bill (No. 3), without amendment, 479.
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill (No. 8), without amendment, 497.
Wollongong Public School Site Sale Bill, with amendments, 515,
Sydney Town Hall and Streets Municipal Loan Bill, with amendment, 515,
Commons Regulation Act Amendment Bill (No. 3), with amendments including an 

amendment in the Title, 526.
Places of Detention Bill, with amendments, 527.
Bird Estate Bill, without amendment, 528.
Inverell Church of England Land Sales Bill, with amendments, 528.
Bennett’s Railway Rill, with amendments, 531.
Public Vehicles Regulation Aet Amendment Bill, with amendments, 545.
Australian Joint Stock Bank Act Amendment Bill, without amendment, 5G1.
Customs Duties Bill, without amendment, 5GC.
Newcastle Sand-drift Reclamation Bill, with amendments, 587.
Consolidated Revenue Eund Bill (No. 9), without amendment, 592.
Crown Lands Titles and Reservations Validation Bill, witli amendments, 502.
Vine Diseases Bill, with amendments, C09.
Settled Estates Bill, without amendment, 613.
Mudgee Gas-light and Coke Company’s Bill, without amendment, Cl 3.
Silverton Tramway Bill, without amendment, C13.
Sydney Mechanics School of Arts Incorporation Bill, without amendment, Cl 2.
Civil Servico Aet Amendment Bill (No. 2), without, amendment, 651.
Penrith Water and Gas Supply Bill, with amendments, 652.
Appropriation Bill, without amendment, 056.
Public Works Loan Bill, without amendment, 656.

Insisting upon its amendment disagreed to, in Hay Gas Bill, 354.
, Balmain Tramway Bill, 388.

Not insisting upon portion of amendment disagreed to in Uther Estate Rill, 479.
Not insisting upon its amendment disagreed to in Places of Detention Bill, 592.

Crown Lands Titles and Reservations Validation 
„ . . . . . Bill, 613.
Not insisting upon its amendment disagreed to, and agreeing to amendment upon one of its amend

ments in the Newcastle Sand-drift Reclamation Bill, 013.
Agreeing to amendments in Dairies Supervision Bill, 549,

Municipalities Act Amendment Bill, 644,
Agreeing to Assembly’s amendment upon Council’s amendments in Commons Regulation Act 

Amendment Bill (No. 3), 549.
Requesting leave to examine a Member of tho Legislative Assembly as a witness before a Select 

Committee of the Legislative Council, 515.
METCALF, MR. (See "TELEGRAPHS”)
METROPOLITAN (See "FIRE BRIGADES BOARD”)
MICHELAGO RAILWAY STATION:—

Petition from squatters, fanners, selectors, graziers, traders, artizans, and others, submitting
reasons for adopting another site for. presented. 385........... ...MIDNIGHT:- p ’ .......................................................

Sittings after, 41,65, 76,147, 178,179,186, 220, 223, 233, 249, 254, 265, 281, 287, 301, 306, 309, 
318, 822, 327, 341, 345, 355, 378, 3S0(“), 385, 390, 403, 406, 409, 416, 422, 436, 440, 457, 462 
470, 476, 484, 490, 494, 497, 507, 511, 524, 529, 532, 540, 545, 559, 567, 571, 577, 582, 589, 
693, 602, 607, 616, 621, 623, 630, 639, 643, 647, 653, 656.

MILITARY (See also " ARTILLERY, PERMANENT”)
Sebvioeb oi' Muoe Paebott, C.E., in the Soudan:—■

Motion made (Mr. Neild) for copies of Despatches. Correspondence, &c., respecting the Hydro
logical and Geological Reports furnished to the British Government, 217 ; Return to Address,
laid on Table, 301 .....................................

Conduct of Coeeespondenoe
Minutes respecting, laid on Table, 489...... .

MILK (See “DAIRIES SUPERVISION BILL”)
M^ER^CONDmONAL PURCHASES (Sec “ CROWN LANDS TITLES AND RESERVA

TION VALIDATION BILL”)
MINING:—

Act Fubthhe Amendment Act :—
Regulations relating to Leases under, laid on Table, 133 

Depabtmeht :—
Annual Report for 1885, laid on Table, 222 ......................................................

Depabtment—Foeest Bhancii:— .....................................................................
Annual Report laid on Table, 27, 416.................................................................
Motion made (3fr. Fitzgerald) for a Return showing the increases to salaries of officers of, under

tho Civil Service Act, 89 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 100 ..............................................
Motion made (Mr, JPoI?) for o return showing the number of Forest Rangers, where employed, 

remuneration received, giving salary and allowances separately, and the revenue received from 
each District, 394; Return to Order, laid on Table, 433...............................................................
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VOE. PAGE.

M

MINING (coiiliuued) :— .
Depahtmest—Stock and Ehands Ehanch :—

Annuul Report, for Hie ycnr 1885, laid on Table, 8V3 ..........................................................................
I>EPART.irENT—Public Pahks Bhancu :—

General Report for 18S5, laid on Table, 4C1 .........................................................................................
Diamond Duills : —

Motion made (Dr. Ross) for return showing number of mod by tbe Government, and other
particulars, 65; Return to Order, laid on Table, 74 ......................................................................

Motion mado (Mr. IP, J. Fergusson) for a Return showing tbe number now in use, cost, revenue
from, where, and for whom at work, 367; Return to Order, laid on Table, 385........................

Claim op Mr. Thomas Hoeton :—
Motion mado {ilfi'. Durves) for Select Committee, previous report and papers referred, 82; Report

brought up, 100 ; adopted, 103 .....................................................................................................
Ventilation op Coal Minks :—

Motion made (Mr. Melville) for correspondence, reports, i'C., and a return respecting, 03.
Claim op New Dambton Colliehv Company ;—

Motion made (Mr. Shepherd) for all correspondence as to claim against the Crown of £28,000 and 
the offer of £500, for resumption of laud near Newcastle, 137 j Return to Order, laid on
Table, 164 .........................................................................................................................................

Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of all letters, papera, or other documents in reference to 
tho purchase of rails bv, from the Government, 425: Return to Order, laid on Tabic (not 
printed), 629.

Claim of Matthew MTvob to a Tin Mine at Pheasant’s Ceeek:—
Motion made (MV. Target!) for a Select Committee to inquire into and report upon, 414; Report

brought up, 497 ...................... ....................................................................... .................................
Leases in the Bingeea District

Motion mado (Mr. Hassalt) for a Return showing the number applied for, with date and names 
of applicants, and all particulars of, 432.

Mn. R. C. Merkwetheb’s Mineral Lease, Kahibah ;—
Motion made (Mr. Feitd) for all letters and papera connected with, including all papers connected 

with Mr. Alexander Lindsay’s application that a Government Township be laid out on such
leasehold, 141; Return (inpart) to Order, laid on Table, 284......................................................

Patrick IIannan's Claim at Temoha :—
Motion made (Mr. O' Sullivan) that a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into mid report 

upon, and that Report from Select Committee (Session 1SS3-1) be referred, 238 ; Report
brought up, 321; adopted, 4S4.........................................................................................................

Lithgow Colliery Disaster :—
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of all letters, minutes, telegrams, &c., having reference to 

mode of conducting inquiry into, 236; Return to Order laid on Table (not printed), 444. 
Royal Commission on Collieries :—

Report from, on the accidents at Lithgow Valley Colliery, laid on Table, 444 ..... ............................
Do do Rerudnle Colliery, laid on Table, 50G.............................................

Third Report of, laid on Table, 652.........................................................................................................
Do Appendix to, laid on Table, 600 ..............................................................................

Copies of Commissions issued in connection with Accidents at Rerndale and Lithgow Valley Col
lieries, laid on Table, 558 .................................................................................................................

Schools of Mines :—
Motion made (Mr. Shepherd) for Committee of tho Whole to consider resolutions in respect 

to, 278 ; House iu Committee, resolution reported and agreed to, 206.
MINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY BILL

Motion made (Mr. Garland) for leave lo bring in, 193 j presented and read 1°, 408 ; Order of the 
Day postponed, 503; motion made for 23, by leave withdrawn—Order of tho Day discharged 
and the Hill withdrawn, 614.

MINISTERIAL ADVICE TO THE GOVERNOR:—
Sir Ilenry Parkes proceeding to move as Privilege that any advice to dissolve Parliament at the 

present time would be unjusti6able and deserving of censure,—Point of Order taken that tbe 
motion was not entitled to bo regarded as Privilege and sustained by Mr. Speaker, 110. 

Resignation of the Ministry :—
Correspondence respecting, laid on Table, and read bv Clerk, 111 ......................................................

MINISTERIAL ELECTION BILL '
Motion made (Mr. Abbott) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 145 ; Order of the Day 

postponed, 188, 240, 331, 398, 502; Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 572. 
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Made by the Hon. G. R Dibbs, 43, 67, 68, 69,
Made by Sir John Robertson, 74, 90, 109, 115, 118, 120.
Made by Sir Patrick Jennings, 127, 160, 315, 343, 385, 474, 495, 503, 523, 532, 602.

MINT, SYDNEY:-
Despatch, laid on Table, 74............. ........................................................................................................

MITCHELL, COUNT? OF (See " RESERVES”)
MONDAY :—

Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings) that for remainder of Session Monday be a Sitting Day, and 
that Government Business take precedence,—amendment, that House meet at 2 30 p.m. on 
each Sitting Day, and that no new business be taken alter 10'30 p.m, negatived—original 
motion carried, 539,

MONEY ORDER BRANCHES _
Motion made (Mr. Moore) for a Return showing tbe non-official Post Offices at which are estab

lished, 566; Return to Order, laid on Table, 642..........................................................................
MO LONG (Sco "RAILWAYS”)
MONK-WEARMOUTH RAILWAY (Soo " WEST WALLSEND AND MONK-WEARMOUTH 

RAILWAY BILL”)
MOOREBANK ESTATE BILL

Petition presented (MV. McCulloch) for leave to bring in, 112 ; 62nd Standing Order suspended, 
134; leave given, presented and read 1°, 135; referred to Select Committee, 146; Report 
brought up, 222 ; road 2°, committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 295. 
read 3° passed and sent to Council, 299; returned wilhout amendment, 344; assent reported, 360. 

Petition from certain tenants of the Estate, prnying for compensation for improvements made by 
them during their tenancy, presented and referred to Select Committee, 116...........................
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M
MOOSE ESTATE ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Eeccivecl from Council and road 1°, 108; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, 
and report adopted, 211; read 3°, passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 215; 
assent reported, 230.

MOREE (See “ RAILWAYS”) ■
MO MART Y MR. E. 0. (See "CIYIL SERVICE”)
MORPETH (See “ WISDOM, MR. ROBERT”)
MRS. PAYTEN'S ESTATE LEASING- BILL:— _

Petition presented {Mr. Abbott) for leave to bring in, 291; leave given, presented and read 1J, 294; 
referred to Select Committee, 299; Report brought up, 3-13; read 2C, committed, reported 
without ameudment, report adopted, 425; read 3°, passed, aud sent to Council, 432 ; returned 
without amendment, 451; assent reported, 47S,

MUDGEE GAS-LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY'S BILL
Petition presented {Mr. Tic Conroy JJrowne) for leave to bring in, 120 ; C2nd Standing Order 

suspended, 134; leave given, 135 ; presented and read 1°, 405; referred to Select Committee, 
412; Report brought up, 445; Order of the Day postponed, 539; read 2°, committed, 

’reported without amendment and report adopted, 571; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 
681; returned without amendment, 613 ; assent reported, C2S.

MUNICIPAL (See also “BY-LAWS” also “WAYS AND MEANS” also “SYDNEY TOWN 
HALL AND STREETS MUNICIPAL LOAN BILL” also “BOUNDARIES OF MUNI
CIPALITIES READJUSTMENT BILL” also “BLACKFRIARS ESTATE STREETS AND 
LANES BILL”)
District of Lsichiiabdt :—

Petition praying to bo created a separate Electorate, presented aud read by Clerk, 50 ..................
Do do C14 ..................................................

District ot Mere wither:—
Return to Order (Yeconrf Session, 1885) laid on Table, 128..................................................................

Endowments :—
Motion made (ilfr. Turns) for a return allowing the amounts paid, whether ordinary or special, 

from 1867 to 1885 ; also, payments for preliminary expenses, 133 ; Return to Order, laid on
Table, 248............................................................................................................................................. ;

Motion made (-Ur. Turns) for a return showing the amount authorized for, from 1807 to 1835,1 
distinguishing special from ordinary endowments, 133 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 248...

Statement of amounts paid as, lo certain Municipalities, during 1886, laid on Table, G29.............. i
Alignment of Streets:—

Motion made (Jfr. Abbot/) for Returns showing the name of each Borough within 10 miles of 
Sydney whose streets hare been aligned, and particulars of, 294; Return to Order, laid on
Table, 539............ .................................................................................................................................

MUNICIPAL GAS ACT AMENDMENT BILL:—
Motion mode (Mr. Abbott) for leave to bring in, 27G ; presented and read 1°, 291; read 2tll 

committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 332 ; read 3°, passed and eenl; 
to Council, 337; returned with an amendment, 375; Order of the Day postponed, 399; 
amendment agreed to and message lo Council, 427 ; assent reported, 465. 

MUNICIPALITIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL:—
Received from Council and read 1°, 528; Order of tho Day postponed, 648; read 2°, G14; 

committed, reported with amendments and report adopted, 615 ; road 3°, passed, and 
returned with amendments, 628 ; amendments agreed to, 644 ; assent reported, 659.

Petitions in support of, presented from the Borough Council of Woollahra, 5/0; Victoria, 602 ;
Balmain, 614; Woverley, 614; and Five Dock, 614......................................................................

MURPHY MR. STEPHEN (Sco “ CIVIL SERVICE")
MURRAY RIVER ("See "RESERVES”)
MUERUMBIDGEE RIVER (Sec “RESERVES'')
MURRURUNDI (See "RESERVES”)
MUSEUM :-

Report for 1881, laid on Table, 15...........................................................................................................
Report for 1835, laid on Table, 478......................... ................................................................................

MUSWELLBROOK CATTLE SAXE-YARDS BILL :—
Petition pro son led {Mr. TrickeU) for leave to bring in, 79; leave given, 89; presented and read 

1°, 90; referred to Select Committee, 93; Report brought up, 128; Order of the Day 
postponed, 165, 193; read 2°, committed, reported without amendmeut, and report adopted, 
211; road 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 215; returned with an amendment, 253; Order of the 
Day postponed, 264, 276 ; Council’s amendment agreed to, 295; assent reported, 360.
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NARRABRI (Seo " RAILWAYS”)
NATIONAL ART GALLERY (Seo “ ART GALLERY”)
NATIONAL PARK :—

Return of money voted for and spent upon, laid on Table, 629...........................................................
NAVAL DEFENCE OF AUSTRALIA :-

Correspondence relating to, laid on Table, 120, 169 ..............................................................................
Papers and correspondence respecting, laid before a meeting on II.M.S. “ Nelson," the 

Premiers of Yietoria, New South Wales, and Queensland, and the Naval Commander-in-Chief
being present, laid on Table, 223 ......................................................................................................

Memorandum by tho Premier for His Excellency the Governor respecting, laid on Table, 254 
NET-FJSITING (Seo “FISHERIES”)
NET-FISHING IN PORT HACKING PROHIBITION BILL :—

Motion made LS'ir John Jtobcrtson) for ic.'ivu to bring in. 220; presented and read 1° 222; read 
2°, committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 257; read 3”, passed, aud 
sent to Council, 260; rotumed with amendments, including one in the Title, 344; Ordcrof 
the Day postponed, 372, 399; amendments agreed to and message to Council, 427; assent 
reported, 465.

Petition from Fishermen and Residents of Bolauy, Port Hacking, and George’s River against, and 
praying the House not to pass the Bill, presented, 264............................. ....................................
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NEUTRAL BAY (See " CAREENING COVE ”)
NEW ADMINISTRATION

Houee informed of steps taken in formation of, by Mr, Dibbs, 43.
Formation of Sir Jobn Robertson’s, announced, and seats declared vacant, 72; Writs returned 

and Members sworn, 73. ’
Formation of, by Sir Patrick Jennings, announced, and seats declared vacant, 125; Writs returned, 

and members sworn, 127.
NEWCASTLE (See also " COUNTRY TOWNS WATER AND SEWERAGE ACT”) : — 

Govkhnment Oeaitm :—
Return to Order (SeiHon 18S3-4) laid on Table, 20....................................................... ,

Towing Dkedge Pouts :— _ ..............................................................
Copies of Papers respecting contract for, laid on Table (not printed), 65G.

NEWCASTLE SAND-DRIFT RECLAMATION BILL
Motion made (Mr, Fletcher) for Committee of the Whole, 387 ; Message from Governor recom

mending, 395; House in Committee, resolution reported and agreed to, Bill presented andi 
read lc, 435 ; read 2”, committed, reported with amendments, and report adopted, 462 ; readl 
3°, passed, and sent to Council, 464; returned with amendments, 587 ; amendments agreed! 
to, disagreed to, and amended, 598 ; Message to Council, 606 ; Council does not insist on its 
amendment disagreed to, and agrees to amendment upon its amendment. 613: assent 
reported, 628.

NEWCASTLE STEAMSHIP COMPANY’S PREFERENTIAL SHARES BILL:—
Petition presented (Mr. G. A. Lloyd) for leave to bring in, 98; leave given, 100; presented and 

read l®, 102; referred to Select Committee, 107 ; Report brought up, 117 ; Order of the Day 
postponed, 130, 146, 165, 177, read 2°, committed, roported without amendment and report 
adopted, 194; road 3°, passed and sent to Council, 197; returned without amendment, 237 : 
assent reported, 277.

NEW GUINEA;—
Statements of receipts and expenditure in connection with the Protectorate, laid on Table, 120......
Further correspondence and papers respecting administration of British, kid on Table, 223 

NEW HEBRIDES :— '
Telegram to Agent-General respecting laid on Table, 151 ..................................................................
Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) that any expression of acquiescence on the part of the Govern

ment, in the annexation of, by Prance, is opposed to the true interest of New South Wales 
and the other Australian Colonies, and that this Colony should convey its disapproval of the 
colonization by any other Power than Great Britain, and Debate adjourned, 173 ; Debate 
resumed, 177 ; amendment moved and Debate adjourned, 178; Debate resumed, amendment 
negatived, 179 ; original question negatived on division, 180.

Petitions ekspeoting, tebsented feom :—
Citizens of Sydney that representations should bo mado to the Imperial Government to avert the

cession to Prance, 172 ........................................................................................................
Inhabitants of Balmain, that every effort be made to secure the Islands, cither as a British Colony

or Protectorate, and read by the Clerk, 177 ..................................................................................
Residents of Randwiek, do do do 179,

Do Mudgee, in opposition to the proposed annexation by Pranco, 200 ..........................
Do Wollongong, that the annexation by France is not calculated to promote the beet

interests of the Australian Colonies, 240............ .
NEW LAMBTON COLLIERY COMPANY:— .............................................

Motion made (Mr. Shepherd) for all correspondence as to the claim made against the Crown for 
£28,000, and tho offer of £500, for the resumption of land near Newcastle, 137; Return (t;
part) to Order, laid on Table, 164 .................................................................................................

Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of all letters, papers, or other documents in reference to 
the purchase of rails by, from the Government, 425; Return to Order, laid on Table (not 
printed), 629.

NEW SOUTH WALES TRUSTEES, EXECUTORS, AND AGENCY COMPANY’S BILL :—
Petition presented (Mr. Thompson) for leave to bring in, 97 ; leave given, 100 ; presented and read 

1°, 102; referred to Select Committee, 107; Report brought up, 229; Order of the Day post
poned, 257 ; motion made for 2°, and Debate adjourned, 295 ; Order of the Dav postponed, 
398,414,425,556,572,658. p •

NEWSPAPERS (See “GOVERNMENT”)
NOBLE, MR. JOHN

Motion mado (Mr, Gould) for copies of all papers, minutes, reports, plans, Ac., having reference to 
claim of, for compensation for fencing the deviation in the road from Gooraugook to the Great 
North Road, where it passes through his land, 247.

NO QUORUM;—
In house before commencement of business, 363, 417, 65], 563.
In House after commencement of business, 189, 225, 314, 427, 450, 466, 556, 596, CIS.
Reported from Committee of tbe Whole, 189, 246, 466, 502, 556, 563, 571, 615 (s).
Attendances of Members in Divisions and Counts-out ..........................

NO REPORT:— ..............................
From Committee of the Whole, 33], 465, 567, 657.

NORFOLK ISLAND —
Despatch, present system of administration at, kid on Table, 74................

NO TELLERS:— ......
On Division, 160, 189, 398, 541, 540.

NORTH COAST RAILWAY (Soo “RAILWAYS”)
NOTICES OF MOTIONS ;-

General Business postponed to stand later on the Notice Paper, 142, 550, 583, 656.
Objection to one member moving a Contingent Notice on behalf of another member sustained, 246 

NOTIFICATIONS (See “LANDS FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES ACQUISITION ACT” also “RE
SUMPTION OF LAND ”)

NOXIOUS PLANTS (See “STOCK”)
NOXIOUS TRADES SITES BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Ihbbs) for Committee of the Whole, 506 ; House in Committee, resolution 
reported and agreed to, 51] ; Message from Governor, recommending, 512 ; presented and 
readl®, 515; read 2°, committed, reported with araendmente, and report adopted, 524; read 
B3, passed, and sent to Council, 526.

NUISANCES PREVENTION ACT (Sco “BY-LAWS”)
NYNGAN (See “RAILWAYS,” also “ROADS”)
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O’CON'NO'R, THE HONORABLE DANIEL r—
Accoptcd office m Postmaster General, and scat as aMembcr for West Sydney declared vacant, 72 ; 

issue and return of Writ reported, sworn, 73.
OFFICES (See “GOVERNMENT")
OPENING:—

Of Parliament, 1.
Speech, 8; Address in Reply, 9, 10,13,16, 20, 24, 27, 37, 40, 41, 43; Answer to Address, 43. 

OPENING OF THEATRES ON SUNDAYS
Petition from Sydney Women’s Prayer Union and other residents of New Sonth Woles, that they 

regard with deep and earnest concern that theatres are allowed to remain open on Sundays,
a charge being made for admission, and pravine legislation lo prohibit, presented, 402 ...........

ORANGE (See “ RAILWAYS ”) *
ORDER (Seo “POINTS OF ORDER")
ORDERS OF THE DAY

Discharged, 130(3), 193, 210, 257(2), 301,333, 367, 372, 398, 409, 412, 453, 530, 671,572,607, 613, 
614(*), 651, 668(i), 658 (S). ’

ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT
Return of arms and ammunition in, laid on Table, 402......................................

ORDNANCE LANDS TRANSFER BILL................
Presented and read 1°, pro forma. 8.

ORIENT STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY (See “POSTAL”)
ORIENTAL INTERPRETER:--

Motion made (Mr. Abigail), for copies of all correspondence, &o., referring to tho appointment 
of, and manner in which the duties are performed, 308 : Return to Order, laid on tho Table 
(not printed), 461.

Reports respecting the qualifications of, laid on Table, 539......................................
ORPHAN SCHOOLS, PARRAMATTA !

Memorandum regarding question of ownership of the Roman Catholic, and Cabinet minute relative
to, laid on Table, 493............................ i

OYSTER CULTURE LEASES..................................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for papers, minutes, &c., having reference to the application for, on tho 

foreshores of Port Jackson, 48.
Return of applications for, George’s River, laid on Table, 111 ..........................................................
Particulars of applications for, on George’s River, laid on Table, 229...................... ...........................
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PACIFIC MAIL SERVICE (Sec “POSTAL")
PADDINGTON—

Low Lying Land near Glenmobe Road : —
Motion made (Mr. Heild) for resumption of, and withdrawn, 413.

PAID MAGISTRATES (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”)
PAINT (See “STANDARD PAINT COMPANY”)
PAPERS :-

Laid on Table bv a Private Member •—
Relative to case of Captain Armstrong, by Sir John Robertson (not printed), 193.
Newspaper containing report of speech of Sir Henry Parkes at Wingham complained of as 

Privilege, laid on Table by Mr. Heydon (not printed), 355. * 1
Newspaper containing paragraph complained of, as Privilege, laid on Table by Mr. Thompson, 

(not printed), 456. I
PARKES, SIR HENRY, K.C.M.G.:— J

Motion made (Mr. Copeland) that Sir Henry Parkes be now heard (a second time), 100. [
Attention drawn (Mr. Higdon) as Privilege, to report of a speech of, at Wingham, published in] 

tho Southern Argue, copy of which was laid on Table, and extract from read by Clerk,]
and Sir Henry Parkes heard in explanation, 355. ‘

Disorderly words used by and refusal to withdraw them in Committee of Supply, reported to thej 
House—motion made (Sir Patrick Janninge) that the words are disorderly ought to be with-) 
drawn and apologised for,—disorder—Mr. Wisdom during debate, using the words 11 Tliis is 
a brutish Government,” 607; Sir Patrick Jennings moved that the words are disorderly 
should he withdrawn and apologised for, and carried ; and Mr. Wisdom having refused to com
ply with the resolution of the House,— motion made (Sir Patrick Penning?) that Mr. Wisdom 
is guilty of contempt, and that he be committed to the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms,— 
Speaker’s warrant issued, and Mr, Wisdom taken into custody by the Sergeant, 608;—amend
ment moved (Pr. Pose) cn the motion respecting words used by Sir Henry Parkes, that the 

-r., -n-rrr, t, ^P^’^ion offered by Sir Henry Parkes is satisfactory, and carried on division, 608, 609.
PARKS, PUBLIC (See also "NATIONAL PARK"):—

Abstract of land resumed for, under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on
Table, 68 ....................................................................................... f,............ ^................... ......... |

Return of outstanding claims for, placed upon the Supplementary Estimates for 1885, laid on
Table, 265................................................. ....................  ................ .....................................  ...........

General Report of Branch, for 1885, Department of Mines, laid on Table, 461 ............ ... ..............
PARLIAMENT (See also “PAYMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY”) :— 

Proclamation on opening of, 1.
Message from Commissioners on opening, 3,
Lieutenant-Governor’s Opening Speech, 8; Address in Reply, 9, 10, 13, 16, 20, 24, 27, 37, 40, 41, 

43 ; Answer to Address, 43.
Paper respecting assumed state of parties in the House, laid on Table, (not printed), 111. 
Prorogation of—Adjournment for, 656. I

I*0 His Excellency the Governor’s Speech, 660. I
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135
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PARLIAMENT (coniinued)

Cost of Feinting and Bindino Paters and “Hansard”:—
Motion made (3Fr. G. A. JAoyS) for a return giving particulars of, 489.

Hansard :— . _ .
Motion made (ilfr. Hammond.') for Committee of the Whole to consider resolutions in favour ^of 

a daily issue of, 290 ; Order of tho Day postponed, 300, 353, 399, 425, 4S4, 539, 570,615,657. 
Motion made (Mr. Hammond) for a report from Government Printer, and also from Chief Parlia

mentary Reporter as to cost of establishing and maintaining a daily issue, 305 ; Return (in
part) to Order laid on Table, 350; Pinal Return to Order, laid on Table, 541..... .....................

Motion made (Mr. Hammond) for Committee of the Whole to consider the desirableness of 
printing for sale extra copies of weebly issue, 349; Order of the Day postponed, 367,425,600, 
539, 570, 615, 657.

Refreshment Room;—
Motion made (Afr. Thompson) that no intoxicating drinks be sold in, except at meal times, and 

House counted out, 314.
Electric Light in Buildings:—

Reports of Messrs. Dalgarno and Hammand on the Electric Lighting of, laid on Table, 350........
Letter from Speaker, with memorandum from Mr. E. C. Craeknell, Superintendent of Electric 

Telegraphs, relative to electric lighting of, laid on Table, and ordered to be printed (after
Division), 363.....................................................................................................................................

Motion made (Mr. Garrard) for n Select Committee to inquire into and report upon, 497.
Petition from H. H. Kingsbury, contractor and agent for the Edison Company for leave to appear 

■ before tho Committee, in person or by Counsel, and to produce papers and witnesses and
examine and cross-examine witnesses, presented and referred to tho Select Commtticc, 518 ... 

PARRAMATTA (Seo also “ORPHAN SCHOOLS, PARRAMATTA”)
Site for Court-house :—

Motion made (Mr. Davies) for all papers and minutes respecting the purchase of land adjacent to 
the Railway station as, 116; Return to Order, laid on Table, 246 ..............................................

River—Wharf at Putney Point;— _
Motion made (Mr. Ahigaif), for copies of all minutes, letters, reports, plans, Ac., in reference to

tho erection of, 336 ; Return to Order laid on Table, 526 ..........................................................
PARRAMATTA CHURCH SCHOOL BILL

Petition presented (Mr. Hugh Taglor) for leave to bring in, 253; leave given, presented and read 
1“ 256; referred to Select Committee, 260 ; Report brought up, 309 ; Order of the Day 
postponed, 3C7 ; read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, and report adopted, 426 ; 
read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 433 ; returned without amendment, 473 ; assent reported, 
501.

PARRAMATTA PUBLIC BATHS BILL :—
Petition presented (Afr. Hugh Taylor) for leave to bring in, 229; leave given, 232; presented and 

road 1“ 237; referred to Select Committee, 269 ; Report brought up, 309; Order of the Day 
postponed, 367,- read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 426 ; 
read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 433 ; returned with amendments, 474 ; Council’s amend
ments agreed to, 503; assent reported, 540.

PARROTT, MAJOR, 0. E.
Services of, in the Soudan:— _

Motion made (Afr. Heild) for copies of despatches, correspondence, &c., respecting the Hydrological 
and Geological Reports furnished lo the British Government, 217 ; Return to Address laid on
Table, 301 ........................................................................................................................................

PASTORAL LEASES (See “CROWN LANDS”)
PASTURES AND STOCK PROTECTION ACTS :—

Regulations, laid on Table, 27 .................. ...............................................................................................
PATENT FEES :—

Return showing the distribution of the sum of £3,380 received during 1885, laid on Table, 160... 
Motion made (Mr. Garrard) for a Return showing amount received since 1880, and how distri

buted, 496.
PATENTS AND DESIGNS BILL ....

Motion made (Mr. Garvan) ior Committee of. the Whole to consider expediency of bringing 
in, 421; Message from Governor, recommending, 434; House in Committee, resolution 
reported and agreed to, 436 ; presented and read 1°, 607; read 2° and committed, 524; further 
considered in Committee, 549, 656, 559, 562, 567, 593 ; reported with amendments and report 
adopted, 593; recommitted, reported 2° with further amendments, and report adopted, 597; 
read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 602.

PATENTS BILL ;—
Motion made (Afr. Targett) for leave to bring in, 116; presented and read 1°, 193 ; Order of tho 

Day discharged, and Bill withdrawn, 257.
PAYING, PATENT

Correspondence respecting CaTson Wood8,’loid on Tablo, 36 ..............................................................
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:—

Motion made (Mr. Heydon) for Committee of the Whole to consider the necessary steps to be 
taken to make provision in the Estimates for, 15o ; Order of the Day postponed, 175; House in 
Committee and progress reported, 185; leave asked to sit again on “Tuesday” next, amendment 
proposed “Wednesday” and withdrawn, 186 ; House in Committee and progress reported, 194; 
Call of the House made to consider the Qucslion, 197, 264, 2G5(,)J 268 ; House in Committee, 
Toinl of Order reported to the House and decided, Committee resumed, and resolution 
reported, 265 ; Order of the Dav postponed, 278, 296; resolution received, read 2'1, and agreed 
to, 333. ’

PAYTEN’S ESTATE LEASING BILL (See “MRS. PATTEN’S ESTATE LEASING BILL”) 
PEACOCK, MR, (See “TARIFF”)
PEARCE’S CORNER (See “ RAILWAYS”) ,
PEGUS ats BLAKENEY (See “TELEGRAPHS”)
PENINSULAR AND ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY (See "POSTAL”) 
PENRITH WATER AND GAS SUPPLY BILL :—

Petition presented (Mr. T. It. Smith) for leave to bring in, 453 ; leave given, presented, and read 
1°, 461; referred to Select Committee, 464; Report brought up, 473; Order of the Day 
postponed, 661; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment and report adopted, 583 ; 
read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 587; returned with amendments, 652; amendments 
agreed to, 657; assent reported, COO.
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TEUICOOTA EUN (“ Sec CEOWN LANDS'’)
PERMANENT ARTILLERY (Sco “ ARTILLERY PERMANENT”)
PETITIONS (Sec also "CLERK OP ASSEMBLY”):—

Sessional Order as to printing, passed, 47.
To bo heard by Counsel at the Bar of tho House, 23G, 507.
Referred to Select Committee, 359, 402, 4G9, 518, 581, 602.
Weekly Abstracts of, Nos. 1 to 41 ..........................................................................................................

PETTY SESSIONS (See “ ADMINISTRATION OP JUSTICE”)
PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES INCORPORATION BILL

Petition presented (dfr. Burns) for leave to bring in, 3S5 ; leivc given, presented, and read 1°, 
33S ; referred to Select Committee, 394 ; Report brought up, 4.5fi; Order of the Day, 
postponed, 503, 511, 5G1; read 2'’ and committed, Gil; Order of tbe Day postponed, 658. 

PHEASANT'S CREEK TIN-MINE (See " MININO.”)
PHYLLOXERA (Sec “VINE DISEASES BILL”)
PLACES OP DETENTION BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Garnan) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 452 ; read 2’, committed,[ 
reported without amendment, and report adopted, 470 ; read 3°, passed and sent lo Council,' 
472; returned with amendments, 527; Order of the Day, postponed, 531] amendments! 
agreed to and disagreed to, 5S2; Council does not insist upon its amendment disagreed to, 
592 ; assent reported, 611. -

PLIMSOLL MARK (Soo “ ABUSES IN CONNECTION WITH THE SHIPPING OP NEW 
SOUTH WALES”)

POINTS OF ORDER (Soo also “SPEAKER’’)—
Arising in tho House, 51, 94, 110, 257(»), 278, 533, 693.
Reported from Committee of the Whole, 2 43, 265, 3S0(!), 457 ; 502, 511 (!), 566, 583. 

POISONOUS PLANTS (Sco “STOCK”)
POLICE :—

Report of Inspector-General on, for 1885, laid on Table, 74 ...............................................................
Do do on Reward and Superannuation Funds, laid on Table, 79 ..............

COTTSTADLE GOLHKICX : —
Motion made ('-Mr. Abigail) for papers, minutes, &c., relating to the service, suspension, and

reinstatement of, 47; Return to Order, laid on Tabic, 65...................................................................
v. Samvel Armagbu :—

Motion made (Mr. Nicld) for copies of depositions, Ac., 18S; Return to Address, laid on Table 
(not printed), 240.

Dismissal of John Flanagan from the Fouce :—
Motion mndo (Mr. Burke) tor copies of all papers in connection with, 294; Order rescinded, 

papers having been already laid on Table on 15 January, 1SS4, 3SS.
Magistrates and Clerks of Petty Sessions :—

Motion made (Mr. ATeW) for return showing the amounts paid to, for expenses incurred by them
in removing from one district to another, 3-41; Return to Order, laid on Table, 402....................

SUPERISTKNnKNT BROWN OF DeJJILIQL'JX:—
Motion made (Mr, Cftanter) for copies of all papers and other documents relating to tbe charges 

preferred against, by Constable G. Rowe, 353 j Return to Order, laid on Table (not printed),
465; Ordered to be printed, 580 ......................................................................................................

POLICY OF TJIE GOVERNMENT—VOTE OP CENSURE:—
Motion mode (Mr. Garnan) that the policy of the Government is unsatisfactory to the House, and 

debate adjourned, 102 ; debate resumed and motion carried on division, 108.
PORT HACKING (See “NET-FISHING IN PORT HACKING PROHIBITION BILL”)
PORT JACKSON :—

Water Frontages
Motion mado (Mr. Itei/I) for a return showing particulars of applications to purchase, 93; Return

to Order, laid on Tablo, 151 .................................................................................................................
Government Steamers in :—

Return of particulars respecting, laid on Table (not printed), 618; ordered to be printed, 613......
POSTAL;—

Annual Refoet :—
Thirty-first, from tbe Postmaster-Qeneral, being for ISSo, laid on Table, 456....................................

Mail Service between Sydney and San Francisco via Auckland and Honolulu :—
Correspondence, laid on Table, 20.............................................................................................................
Further papers respecting—New contract between the Colonies of New South Wales and New

Zealand, laid on 'Table, 142 ..................................................................................................................
Message No. 1 from Lieutenant-Governor, 53..........................................................................................
Message No. 12 from Governor, 142..........................................................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Sailor) for Committee of the Whole to consider Resolutions approving of a 

contract jointly with New Zealand, 236; House in Committee, resolutions reported and 
agreed to, 436.

Pacific Mail Service:—
Return to Order fSecond Session, 1885), laid on Table, 20.................................................................

Mail Communication between Great Britain and Australia via Suez :—
Correspondence, laid on Table, 20, 55, 117,193......................................................................................
Message No. 20 from Governor, 216...................................................................................................... .
Motion made (Mr, Naffer) for Committee of the Whole to consider Resolutions approving of 

agreement in reference to, 286; House in Committee, rcsoUilions reported and agreed to, 437 
Contract with the Orient Steam Navigation Company:—

Motion made (Mr, Suitor) for Committee of the Whole to consider Resolutions approving of 
extension of, so as to terminate wit h tbe existing mail contracts in January, 1838, 286; House 
in Committee, resolutions reported and agree 1 to, 436.

Message No. 2 from Lieutenant-Governor, 53..........................................................................................
Message No. 11 from Governor, 142..........................................................................................................

Mr. John Dais, Mail Contractor :—
Return to Order (Second Session, 1835), laid on Table {not printed), 108.

Branch Offices, Paddington, William-street, Oxford-street and Hayjiarkei:—
Returns showing tbe business transacted at, laid on Table, 511 ..........................................................

Money Order Branches:—
Motion made (Mr. Moore) for return showing the Non-oflicial Post-ofllees al which are established, 

566; Return to Order, laid on Table, 642 ......................................................................................
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POSTPONEMENT
Of Notice of Motion till later on the Notice Paper, 142, 650, 583, 656.

PRECEDENCE OF BUSINESS (Soo “OOVERNMENT” also "ADJOURNMENT1')
PRE-LEASE (See “CROWN LANDS”)
PREMISES LEASED FOR GOVERNMENT PURPOSES IN SYDNEY

Motion mado (S£r. Harold Stephen) for a return showing houses and rooms leased, for what used,
. ond what rental paid, 464 ; Return {in part) to Order, laid on Table, 561; Further Return

{in part) to Order, laid on Table, 576..............................................................................................
Return of Rent paid for Buildings used as Government Offices, laid on Table. 629 .........................

PREVIOUS QUESTION
Proposed and passed, 268.

PRICKLY PEAR DESTRUCTION BILL
Motion made {Mr. Fletcher) for Committee of Whole, 168 ; Message from Governor,

• recommending, 262; House in Committee, resolution agreed to, presented and read 1°, 
262 ; read 2s and committed, 273; further considered in Committee, roported with amend
ments, and report adopted, 287; re-committed, roported 2° with further amendments, and 
report adopted, 292; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 294 ( returned until amendments, 
374; Council’s amendments agreed to, 395 ; assent reported, 423.

Regulations under, the Act, laid on Table, 656..............
PRINCE ALFRED HOSPITAL ACTS AMENDMENT BILL:—..........................................................

Received from Legislative Council and read 1°, 562 ; Order of the Day discharged and Bill 
withdrawn, 653. L

PRINGLE’S ESTATE MORTGAGING-BILL
Petition presented {Mr. Levien) for leave to bring in, 155 ; leave given, 159; presented and read 

l3,160 ; referred to Select Committee, 164; Report brought up, 229; read 2°, committed, 
roported with an amendment in the Title, and report adopted, 257; read 3°, passed, and sent 
to Council, 260; returned with amendments, 321; amendments agreed to, 332; assent' 
reported, 360.

PRISONERS (See 11 ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”)
PRISONS:—(See also “PLACES OF DETENTION BILL.”)

Annual Report for the year 1884, laid on Table, 408 ......... ................................................................
Annual Report, for the year 1885, laid on Table, 208 ..........................................................................
Report of Comptroller-General on Port Maequarie Gaol, laid on Table, 506 .................... . ...

PRIVATE BILLS:—
Vote of Chairman of Select Committee on. Sessional Order passed, 46.

Select Committees on :—
Motion made {Mr, W. ,T. Fcrflvsson) for Committee of tho Whole to consider whether it be 

referred to tho Standing Orders Committee to report whether Members serving on, should be 
paid, the parties applying for Private Bilk to deposit for that purpose a further sum of i25, 
413 ; Order of the Day postponed, 425, 572, 658.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (See “ EDUCATION”)
PRIVILEGE :-

Mn. Mblvti.le, M.P.:—
Motion mado {Mr, Abigail) for Select Committee (appointed by ballot) to inquire into and report 

upon whether Mr. Melville had received the sum of twenty-five pounds from Mr. Ross of 
Camperdown, for Ins influence as a Member, to obtain certain concessions from a Member 
of the Government, 60 j leave given to Committee to sit during any adjournment of the 
House, 68; Report brought up, 791 motion made {Mr. Abigail) that the report be adopted— 
ameudment moved (Mr. Abbott) to refer the question back to the Committee for further 
inquiry and report and carried, 120.

Mb. Tabgett, M.P.:—
Motion made (SirHenry Parker) that the Honorable Member for Hartley, Walter Scott Targett, 

Esq., having stated that he had received the promise of an appointment in the Public Service,
’ and having since attended and voted in division is noting corruptly,—amendment movod and 

by leave withdrawn, and original motion withdrawn, 630. '
Mb. Coon an, M.P.

Motion made (Mr. Abigail) to refer to the Commit ice of Elections and Qualifications tho question 
whether Mr. Ceonan is a party to the contract mado between the Government and tho New 
South Wales Railway and Tramway Advertising Company, and by leave withdrawn, 65. 

Motion again mado (Mr. Abigail) and negatived, 687.
Motion made (Mr, Abigail) for copies ot the Supreme Court records. Judge’s Notes, &c., having

reference to the case of, 65 ; Return to Address, laid on Table, 97..............................................
Seat of Me. Cbajisie, a Mumble foe Balbanald :—

Motion mado (Mr. Fetid) to refer question to Committee of Elections and Qualifications 
whether Mr. Cramsie is beneficially interested in a contract for the supply of goods to the 
Government, and by leave withdrawn, 97.

Motion made (Mr, Fetid) for all papers connected with supply by Cramsie, Bowden, & Co., of 
forage and plant to Government Rabbit Camps in Balranald District, 97 ; Return to Order,
laid on Table, 111; Further Return to Order, laid on Table, 155 ..........................................

Motion made (Mr. Field) to refer question to Committee of Elections and Qualifications whether 
Mr. Crumsic has not since his election become interested in a contract or agreement for the 
Public Service, and whether he has not thereby become incapable of sitting ns such Member, 
and negatived ou division, 160.

Mutibteeial Advice to tub Govebnoe:—
Sir Ilenry Parkes proceeding ki move as Privilege that any advice tendered io the Crown to 

dissolve Parliament at tho present time would be unjustifiable and deserving of censure— 
Point of Order taken that the motion was not entitled to be regarded as Privilege^ and sus
tained by Mr. Speaker, 110. |

Breach of :— |
Motion mado (Mr, Chanter) that the conduct of Mr. Levien, an Honorable Member for Tamworlh,i 

as detailed to the House, is a breach of privilege,—motion by leave withdraw n, and Mr. Levien! 
apologised to the House, 134. ‘

8
8

6

6

8

4
4
4i

4

2

1081,1085 
1087

65

07

969

943
947
953

707

173,179



INDEX, sliii

REFERENCES TO THE TOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, TOL. I—I2T1I PARLIAMENT—SESSION 1885-6. PAPERS.

P
PRIVILEGE (coniinued) :—

Mr. Baheour, M.P.:—
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for Select Committee to inquire into and report upon the circum

stances connected with the voidancc and re-scloetion of Robert Harbour's Conditional Purchase 
in the parish of Couridjahj county of Camden, 338 ; motion made (Mr. Jiarbour) for leave 
to appear in person or by counsel before tho Committee, 313 ; Report brought up and read by 
Clerk 408.............................................................................................................................................

Speech of Sis Henst Parkes :—
Attention drawn (Mr. Heydon) to report of, at Wingham, published in The Daily Southern- 

Argus, a copy of which was laid on Table, and extract therefrom read by clerk,—and Sir 
Henry Parkes heard in explanation, 355.

“Tub Daily Telegraph” :—
Attention drawn (Mr. 2'kompson), to a paragraph appearing in, commenting upon proceedings in 

t he House—copy of paper laid on Table, and extract read by Clerk, 456.
PRIVY COUNCIL t—

Appeal to,—Barton ®. Taylor :—
Proceedings in case of, laid on Table, 253 .............. ..............................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies in detail of the whole costs to tho country, in tho cases 

Taylor e. Barton and others, 364-.
PROCESS RAOIL1TATTON BILL (See “SUPREME COURT PROCESS FACILITATION BILL") 
PROCLAMATION

On opening Parliament, 1.
PRODUCTION OP RECORDS IN A COURT OP LAW:—

Reported lo House, and Clerk authorized, 20, 125, 209, 231.
TJiO FORMA BILL:—

Presented and read 1°, 8.
PROROGATION (See “PARLIAMENT'')
PROSPECT DAM :—

Sydney Water Suiily:—
Sir John Fowler’s report on, laid on Table, 168............. .................... ............................ ......................

PROTECTORATE OF NEW GUINEA:—
Statement of receipts and expenditure in connection with, laid on Table, 120 ..................................
Further correspondence and papers respecting administration of, laid on Table, 223 .....................

PROTHONOTARY OF THE SUPREME COURT
Motion made (Mr. Abbott) for all papers, correspondence, &e., respecting appointment of Mr. F.

Chapman as, and the salary of the office, 566 ; Return to Address, laid on Table, 629 ..........
PROVIDENCE ISLANDS :-

Despatch notifying the German Annexation of the, laid on Table, 164.............................................
PUBLIC:—

Accounts (Sec “ FINANCE”) -
Charities (See “ CHARITIES, PUBLIC”) '
Finances (See “FINANCE”) „
Instruction Act (Sea “EDUCATION”) .
Library (See “FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY”)
Parks (Seo “ PARKS, PUBLIC”)
School (See “EDUCATION " also “ WOLLONGONG PUBLIC SCHOOL SITE SALE BILL”) 
Service (See “ CIVIL SERVICE”)
Vehicles Regulation Act (See “BY-LAWS")

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—
Motion made (Mr. Melville) for leave to bring in, 82.

PUBLIC VEHICLES REGULATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—
Motion made (Mr. (BrickeU) for leave to bring in, 299; presented and road 1°, 306 ; Order of the 

Day, postponed, 425 : read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, and Report adopted, 
503 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 510; returned witli amendments, 545 ; amend
ments agreed to, 650 ; assent reported, 567.

PUBLIC WATERING PLACES ACT:—
Regulations, laid on Table, 74 ..............................................

PUBLIC WORKS LOAN BILL:— ' .................
Ordered (Sir Patrick Jennings) founded on Resolution of Ways and Means No. 17, presented and 

read 1°, 648; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, read 3°, and 
passed, 652sent to Council, 653 ; returned -without amendment, 656 ; assented to in Legis
lative Council Chamber, 660.

PULP FRUIT (See “TARIFF”)
PULVER, REGINA v. (See “ADMINISTRATION.OF JUSTICE")
PUNISHMENT BY WHIPPING (See also “ABOLITION OF PUNISHMENT BY WHIPPING 

BILL ”) :—
Motion made (Mr. Harold Stephen) for a return showing particulars of all eases, 146 ; Return 

(t» part) 1.o Address, laid ou Tablo, 222 ; supplementary Return to Address, laid on Table, 321 
PURCHASE OF RAILS (Seo “NEW LAMBTON COLLIERY COMPANY”)
PUTNEY POINT (See “WHARF”)

VOL. PAGE.

2 145

2 13

6 991

2 199
2 203

2

2

469

226

6 61

4 873,879

a

QUAMBONE
Petition from residents of District of, in favour of establishment of Court of Petty Sessions at,

presented, 398.................................................................................. ,
QUARRY.— ...................

At Quarantine Station, near Manly :— ■
' Correspondence respecting leasing of, to Mr. W. H, Jennings, laid on Table (not »inted), C07. 
QUEANBEYAN (See "RESERVES,” also “ROADS’1)
QUEENSLAND BORDER (Soo “RAILWAYS”)
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:—

* Sessional Order passed, 45.

911
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Q
QUESTIONS:—

Abattoirs 
Kemoval of, 25.
Road, 192.

Abbott, Mr. F.4. —Conditional Purchase,Wingcn, C4G. 
Abbott, Mr. J. P., M.P. :—Conditional Purchase, Win- 

gen, G32. _ _
Abbott, Mr, T. K. ;—Payment to, for Special Services, 

655,
Abbott, Mr.W. E. :—Conditional Purchase, Wingcn, GIG. 
Ann:ail, Mr., M.P.Relatives in Government Depart

ments, G5G.
Aborigines :—

Allowance to, 219, 305, 320(!), 4SS.
Publican fined for serving drink to an aboriginal, 312. 

Accidents :—From scaffolding, 59,
Actions

Against the Commissioner for Railways for loss by fire 
and for tramway accidents, 348.

Taylor v. Barton and others,—costs of, 348. 
Administration" oe Justice :—

Clerks of Petty Sessions. (See “ Civil Service”) 
Gulgong Bench of Magistrates, 129.
Case of J. R. Ardil! for destroying a fence on a public 

road, 133.
Police Magistrate for Penrith, 191.
Mr. Coman, J.P., appointed Acting P.M., Moruya, 227. 
Short sentence prisoners, 23G.
Pierce Fowler, committed for forgery 'and embezzle- 

1 ment, 25G,
Sentence ou prisoner E. B. Holt, 307.
Case of ex-clergyman Coomhes, 320.
Kempsey Police District, 320, 401.
Costs of actions, Taylor v. Barton and others, 348. 
Supreme Court vacation, 36G.
Sentence of flogging on Howard and M ‘Knight, 440. 
Police Magistrate and Clerk of Petty Sessions, Wol- 

lombi, 447.
Prisoners under sixteen years of age, 402, 463, 4G8, 481. 
Prisoner Bertrand, 499.
Bench of Magistrates, Windsor, 500, 520.
Case of Mrs. Foote, 535.
Petty Sessions, cases tried at Armidale, Glen Innes, 

Inverell, and Tcntcrfield, GOO.
Crown Prosecutors, 5G5.
Release of Patrick Hall, G05.

Ad Valorem. (Seo “Customs")
Advertising Company :—Railway and Tramway, G5. 
Agriculture

Returns to be laid on Table, 197.
Establishment of model farms, 2117, 280, 319, 443, GOO. 

Airey, Captain :—Inquiry into case of, 207, 
Albion-steeet School, Surry Hills Land resumed 

for, 459.
Aloury :—

Special train from, for school, 34.
Railway Bridge, Guinea-street, 324.
Railway Station-master (Mr. Willis), G05, GOBI1). 
Importation of iron pipes for Water Supply, 4G0.

A i.exanuria :—
Reserve, 21.
Sewerage, 21.
Park, 34.

“Alice Mary” :—Plimsoll mark on, 30.
Allandale :—

Railway Station, 289. __
Do Collision at, 548.

America :—Telegraph Cable between Australia and, 1S3, 
2G7.

Amos Brothers :—Sale of Land on resumed area of Runs 
of, Castlereagh River, 482.

Annexation : -Of the Kew Hebrides by France, 149. 
Appraisement :—

Of Runs under Crown Lands Act, 10G.
Appointment of Appraisers, 150.
Of Crown Lands, Dubbo District, 415.

Arbitration Clause : In Railway Contracts, 115. 
Ardill, John Roche :—Case of, for destroying a fence. 133. 
Armament :—Aud Trained Men for defence of the Colony 
. 505.

Armidale *
Removal of Land Office from, to Glen limes, 87, 159, 

187.
Petty Sessions, cases tried at Glen Innes, Inverell, Ten- 

terfield, and, GOO.
Arms and Ammunition :—In Ordnance Department, 387. 
Artillery

Case of Sergeant Behan, 30.
Inquiry" into Captain Airey’s case, 207.
Wollongong Volunteer, 251.
Fatigue pay to Staff Sergeants, 259.
Issue of clothing to, 383.

Ashfield :—Subway under Railway", Alt-street, 239, 259.

QUKSTIONS (ccmtinvcd):—
Assf,mbly :— '

Telephone between Parliament House and Lands Office, 
101.

Exclusion of strangers, 40S.
Delivery of letters at, 575.
Cost of Printing and Binding Votes and Proceedings for 

1885, 049. ‘
Assignees, Official :—Mode of allotting estates to, 312. 
Associate to Mr. Justice Innes Appointment, 518. 
Asylums

Benevolent, Parramatta, 87, 222.
Spirits, wine, &c., consumed iu, 236.
Newington, for aged and infirm females, 324, 384, 487. 
Randwiek, 430, 4GS.
Duties of Inspector of, 3S4.

Attendance at School. (Sec “ Education”)
Audit :—Of Railway Accounts, 482.
Auditor-General :—New Appointments in Department 

of, 495.
Australian

Combination Railway Tracks, 235.
Barb Wire Company, 235.
Sugar, duty on, 591.

Australian Gas Light Company:—Gas supplied by, to 
Government, G03.

Australian Museum :—Robbery and Embezzlement 
from, 553.

“Australian Portrait Gallery'”:—Purchase of copies 
of, by Government, 227, 231, 232, 236, 509.

Ballina Post Office, 243.
Ball's Head :—Railway from Pearce’s Corner, 59. 
Balmain -

Bridge, Glebe Point to, 129.
Post and Telegraph Office, 307.

Balranald Town Common, G32, 650.
Baklweli. Bros. :—Offer to erect Building for Govern

ment Offices, 518. -
Banking Account :—In Bank of England, 23, 35. 
Banxeuitcy Bill :—Introduction of, 387.
Barb Wire Company :—Australian, 235.

Barbour, Mr. R., M.P. :—
Conditional purchases of, Camden District, 352(5). 
Operations of, with Railway Department, 3GG, 383.
Mr. W. Shoobridge's Selection, through the agency of, 

Camden District, 419.
Barmedman 

Reserve, 44.
Cemetery, 44.

Barton «*. Taylor Costs of actions, 348.
Baths :—Erection of, at Rushcuttcr’s Bay, 91.
Bathurst :—

Volunteer Corps, 111.
Importation of iron pipes for Water Supply", 4G0. 
Railway Station—business and employes at, 514. 

Beattie, James Appointment of, as Messenger, Cus
toms Department, 649.

Bedroom Cost of furnishing for Secretary for Public 
Works, G49,

Beer Inspection of, 54.
Bego and Miller Claim of, 20.
Behan, Sergeant ;—Papera in case of, 39,
Belgian Ironworkers—Alleged Immigration of, 645. 
Belmore Park Electric Light for, 111, 154, 192, 203, 
Benevolent Asylums :—

Relief afforded at, 149.
Site for, Parramatta North, 87, 222.
Spirits, wine, &c., consumed in, 23G.

Bkrri.ma Carriage of stores for gaol, 443.
Berry, Mr. :—Selection of Mr. Carl Martin on laud 

claimed by, at Shoalhaven, 500.
Bertrand, Prisoner Proposed release of, 499. 
Biloela Graving Dock, 499.
Bingera

Police District, 44, 293.
Tiffin boring machine at, 394.

Blackfriars Public School Streets leading to, 209, 

Blackwattlf, Sw'amf ;—Reclamation of, 29.
Blaynf.y :—Railway to Bourkc, 500. 
Blaynky-Murrumburrah Railway :—

Gradients aud platforms, 18.
Particulars of contract for, 19.
"Erection of stations on, 228.

Blub Book Issue of, for 1885, 450. _ _
Board, Mr. A. S. Application for a Commission, 487. 
Bogabilla :—Custom House, Queensland Border, 139. 
Bolw'arha Estate :—Road through, 228.
Bomiiala :—Railway from Cooma, 132,
Bonded Warehouses Expenses and revenue in con

nection with, 197.
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QUESTIONS [continued)
Bondi :—

Delivery of letters, 320.
Sewer, 522,
Tramway from Waverley, 603.

Bounce. (See “Weight u. Bonnor.")
Borenore :—

Kailway Station and goods shed, 12. 153.
Do, do. Wcighljliilgc, 460,514.

Railway to Forbes vid Cndat, 77, 132.
Boeing tor Water - 

Machine for Forbes, 92.
Between Bonrko and Wanaaring, 153.
'Tiffin boring machine, Bingera, 394.

Botanicai, Fdkposes Reserve for, Gosford, 37, 357. 
Botany

Delivery of letters, 19.
Reserve, 21.
Tramway, 29, 36,
Toll-bar, 35.
Post and Telegraph Office, 63.
New Cemetery, 87.
Recreation Ground, 37.

Bottt.e Forest :—Applications for Reserve, 547.
, Boundaries of Runs:—Particulars of, 11.

Bourne _
Boring for water on Road to Wanaaring, 153.
Lands and Survey Office, 228, 372.
Erection of Kabbit-proof Fencing, Narrominoto, 510. 
Railway to Blayney, 500.

Bouhke Street -Sewer, 557.
Bo wan Park Road to Cudai, 500. "
Bowler, Me. S. G. :—Ringbarking preleases by, 150. 
Bowna :—Recreation ground, 324.
Bowral :—Railway Station, 105.
Boys Reformatory :—At Rookwood, 58, 63.
Beaidwood r - 

Fopulation of District, 604.
Expenditure on Roads in District, 604.
Railway from Tarago, 605(!).

Brewarranxa :—4\'ater Reserve, 162.
Bridges

Broken Back, 21, 105.
Over the Murray at Moama, 22, 30 
Iron Cove, 25.
Railway, Commission, 30, 36, 149, 158, 335, 352.

Do over the Hawkesbury, 88.

Do over the Parramatta, 221.
Do Iron, between Petersham and Summer Hill, 

384,
Do Namoi River, Rocky Crossing, 510,

Tarriaro, over Namoi River, 407.

Larras Lake, near M olong, 477.
Upper Lansdowne River, 39.
William Ilenry Street, 58.
Globe Point to Balmain, 129.
Lennox, Parramatta, 182, 460.
Johnston's Creek, Parramatta Road, 231.

British Association ;—Invitation to visit the Colony in 
the Centennial Year, 509(l), 580.

Broken Back Bridof, Toll-bar, 21, 105.
Bronte Bay :—Reserve for Park, Waverley, 112, 220 

312, 472.
Brunswick River Resources of, 408.
Buildings for Government Offices :—Arrangement 

with Messrs. Bakewell Bros, to erect, 518,
Bulga Road :—Proposed deviation, 289.
Bungendore:—Appointment of Mr. W. M. Cooper 

Trustee of Park, 518.
Bunnerono :—Cemetery, .35.
Burwood :—Post and Telegraph Office, at Railway 

Station, 329. .
Burkagorang Mountain Road over, 523,
Burren-street, Macdonaliitown :—Handing over to 

Municipal Councils, 649.
Byrnes, Mr, James :—Railway Land Valuer, leave of 

absence to, 96.
Byron, Mr. :—Applicant for post of Government 

Statistician, 407.
Cable. (See “Telegraph”)
Caukt Corps, (See “Volunteers”)
Calcutta Exhibition :—Cost of representation at, 92. 
Camden. (See also “ Crown Lands”)

Electoral Roll, 35.
Phylloxera in district, 40.

Camden Haven :—Dredge, 19.
Campbelltown :—

Conrt-house, 33.
Railway Platform hetwoen Minto and, 221.

Canada (Sec “Telegraphs”)
Canowindra Want of water at, 182.

QUESTIONS (continued)
Carcoar :—

Cemetery, 18.
Road to Felltimbcr Creek, 263, 280.

Cargo :—Gold-field Reserve, 330.
Carriage of Stores Berrima Gaol, 443.
Cartridges, Safety ;—Fines on masters of ships for 

wharfing vessels having on board, 335.
Casino :—Mr. Dunstone, late Road Superintendent, 308. 
Cass, Mr., M.P.:—Special engine used by, 263.
Castner, Mr. :—Purchase of railway gasworks by tho 

Government, from, 411.
Cathcamt :—Land sole, 58.
Cattlf.-steai.tng :—Jindera Mountains and Queanbeyan 

District, 172.
Cavalry Reserves Equipment, 243, 297.
Cavaxough, Andrew :—Employment of, after dismissal 

from Tramway service, 452.
Cemetery :—

Parramatta, 18.
Carcoar, 18. .
Bmmerong, 35.
Barmedman, 44.
Botany, 87.
Singleton, 289.

Centenary of the Coidny :—
Consideration of motion respecting, 420.
Invitation to British Association, 509 (!), 580.

Central Division. (See Crown Lands”)
Charities -Inspector of, 384, 487, 488, 495.
Chinese

Gamhling-honses, 43, 456.
Poll Tax, 106, 460.

Church and School Lands :—Mining on, 99, 149. 
Church Purposes

Alleged grant of land for, Waverley, 514.
Circular Quay :—

State of crossings used by pedestrians, 312, 329. 
Electric light, 340.
Roadway and wood-paving, 483,

“City of Melbourne*':—
Suspension of Mr. O’Dowd as Chief Engineer of, 554. 

City of Sydney Improvement Act 
Powers uoder, 139.
Summonses under 31st Clause, 472.

City Police Courts :—
Duties of Chamber Magistrates, 129.

Civil Service. (See also “Customs” also “Postal”) 
Duties of Surveyor-General, Deputy Surveyor-General, 

and Chief Draftsman, under Crown Lands Act, 181. 
Proposed reductions in salaries, 195.
Employment of Females in Telegraph Office, 97. 
Holding positions in Municipal Councils and elscwhci 

outside the Service, 112, 554.
Clerk of Petty Sessions, Gunning, 119.

Do do Orange, 184, 358, 382, 480.
Do do Kempsey, 420.
Do do and P.M., Wollombi, 447.
Do do as District Registrars, 267.

Number of Clerks and Draftsmen employed in Lands 
Department, Sydney, 213, 243(J).

Leave of absence to R-. M'Lean, Survey Branch, to 
enable him to edit an Atlas, 252.

Amount paid to Officers of Lands Department in 
excess of authorized salary, 244, 255, 293.

Officers acting as directors, .336.
Do under suspension, 349, .357, 358.

Government Officers acting on Commissions, 384. 
Increases to Officers of the Railway Department, 415, 

443, 557.
Number in, and proportion to the population, 419. 
Fidelity Bonds, 150, 196, 419.
Examination of Probationers, 431.

• Disrating of a Chairman of a Local Land Board, 451. 
Return of Appointments since January, 1885, 456. 
Government Statistician, 394, 397, 407, 471, 4S7, 488, 

492, 547, 580, 642.
Appointment of Assistant Under Secretary for Lands, 

420.
Suspension of Officer, Lands Department, 487. 
Inspector of Public Charities, 3$4, 487, 4S8, 495. 
Auditor-General's Department, 495.
Registrar-General’s Office, 500, 569.
Associate to Mr. Justice Innes, 518.
Temporary Appointments in, 523, 606.
Appointments held by Mr. E. O. Moriarty, 537. 
Messrs. Doyle and Lowe, Inspectors of Runs, 553. 
Gratuity to the late Mr, M, Farrelly, 558, 566.
Mr. Hubert Dillon, late Police Magistrate at Walgett, 

5S0, 627.
Temporary Draftsmen, Survey Office, 107 (2), 172, 316, 

372, 472, 605.
New appointment in Lands or Survey Office, 617.



xlvi INDEX.

BEFBamrOES TO THE TOTES AST) TROCEEDINOB, VOL, I—I2TH PARLIAMENT—SESSION 1885-6.

QUESTIONS {continued) :—
Civil Service (continued)

Appointment of Members of Parliament to, 617.
Leave of absence to Mr. M. S. Hart, Crown Solicitor’s 

Office, 618.
Appointment of Land Appraisers, 641, 650.
Apointment of James Beattie to Customs Department, 

649.
Appointment of Mr, H. E. Vindin, 650,
Appointment of Mr. C. J. Lyne, 050.
Appointment of Mr. Sydney Dibbs, 650.
Payments to Mr. T. K. Abbott, S.M., for special ser

vices, 655.
Relatives of Mr. Abigail, M.P., in, 655.

Civil Service Act :—
Lithographic Printers in Survey Office, 12.
Salaries, 33. ■
Superannuation deductions, 57, 16‘2, 239, 324, 329, 351, 

460, 645.
Refund of superannuation deductions, 320 460. 
Superannuation Fund Accounts, 92.
Interpretation of certain clauses, 92.
Classification of Telegraph Operators, 95, 352, 467.

Do do Postal Assistants, 467.
Amendment Bill, 192, 195.
Temporary Clerks, Post Office Department, 195. 
Statutory increases to salaries, 243, 407, 415, 443, 557. 
Increments of salaries to re-classified Officers, 320. 
Recommendations for filling new appointments under,

Clemency To prisoners in Jubilee year, 263,
Clerks of Petty Sessions. (See “ Civil Service”) 
Clothino ;—Issne of, to Permanent Artillery, 383.
Coal Company Singleton, 35,
Coal-fields :—Mr; Mackenzie, Examiner of, 77, 596. 
Coal-mines Regulation Act 

Weighing clause, 408.
Compliance with Regulations, 467, 4S7.
Inspections under the Regulations, 535.

Coals :—Export of. from Sydney Harbour, 487- 
Coast Works :—Sir Johu Goode’s Report ou, 646. 
Coghlan, Mr. T. A.:—Appointment of, as Government 

Statistician, 394, 397.
Collieries. (See also “ Mining'')

Fined for breach of Regulations under Aet, 467. 
Lithgow Valley Accident, 517.
Royal Commission on, 557, 580.
Mr. Dixon, Inspector of, 580.
Ferndale Accident, 557, 611.

Colonial and Indian Exhibition. (See “Exhibition”) 
Colonial Architect’s Office Temporary Drafts

men, 172.
Colony :—News of, in the London Press, 406.
Colo Valley Survey of, 39.
Coman, Mr., J.P.:—AppoiutedActingP.M.,Moruya,227. 
Combination Trucks :—Earnings and Mileage of, 487. 
Commercial Bank;—Occupancy of Government Buildinv, 

Cowra, by, 348.
Commission Application of Mr. A. S. Board for, in 

Volunteers, 487.
Commissioners of Titles :—Work of, and Fees received 

by, 610.
Commissions

Report of, on Railway Bridges, 30, 36, 149,158,335,352. 
Water conservation, 58, 96, 451.
Government Officers acting on, 384.
Royal, on Liquor licensing law, 569, 625.
Royal, on Safety of Theatres and Public Halls, 491, 
Royal, on Collieries, 517, 557, 580, 611.

Common
For South Singleton, 204,
Balranald Town, 632, 650.

Companies Act Rules of Court under, 431. 
Compositors :—Temporary', Government Printing Office, 

44.
Compulsory Clause. (See “Education”) 
Concentrated Essences of Spirits, &c. :—Importation 

of, 397.
Concessions In Railway Rates, 444.
Conditional Lease. (See “ Crown Lands”) 
Conditional Purchases, (See “Crown Lands”) 
Conerang :—Township of, near Cooma, 231. 
Consultations on Rages Legality of, 548. 
Contractors :—

Allowance on account of new Customs Duties to Govern
ment, 284.

Final certificates to Railway, 536, 553.
Contract Draftsmen :—Survey Department, 651. 
Contracts :—

Amount required for unfinished Government, 204.
For Public Works—Members of Parliament allowed to 

take plans and specifications for, 645,

QUESTIONS (continued):—
Goode, Sir John :—

Report on Harbours, 290.
Report on Coast Works, 646.
Report on entrance to Shoalhaven at Crookhaven 

Heads, 827, 632.
Data for, respecting improvements of the Manning and 

Hastings Rivers, 387, 650.
Cook’s River 

Surveys of, 19.
Canal, 25.
And Mudbank Road, 25. .
And Newtown Road, 25.
Drainage, 75.
Dredging of, 1S3.

Cooma t—Railway, to Bombala, 132.
Coomhes, Ex-Clergyman Case of, at Balmain Polios 

Court, 320.
Cooper, Mr. W, M.Appointed Trustee of Bungendore 

Park, 518.
CoOTAMUNDKA :—

As a polling-place for Young, 15.
Alleged double voting and personation at, 15. 

Copyright Union, International Admission of 
Colony to, 290, 537.

Coroner’s Court Position, 154, 16S.

Coull, William :—Road through land of, near Picton, 
585.

County Mats :—Preparation of, 537.
Courneen, Mr. James:—Late of Prisons Department, 102. 
Court-house ;—

Campbelltown, 33.
Queanbeyan, 44. <
Paddington, 96.
Parramatta, 221, 228, 232.
West Maitland, 280, 348, 544.
Darlinghnrat, 319.

Court of Petty Sessions

For Eastern Suburbs, 30, 96, 102, 131, 263, 288, 275, 
283, 290, 486.

For Glebe District, 430.
Court of Quarter Sessions :—

And Police Court, Parramatta, 259. .
And District Courts, Tainworth, Armidale, Glen Innes, 

Etnmaville, and Tenterfield, 352.
Courts :—

City Police, 129.
Payment of Fees by Stamps, 357.

Cowper Wharf Electric Light for, 99, 168, 225, 284. 
Cowra :—

Water supply, 11, 132, 440.
Timber reserve, 11,
Government Building occupied by Commercial Bank, 

348.
Cricket Ground :—Military, adjoining rifie range, 557. 
Criminals Influx of, 29.

Crookhaven Heads :—Entrance to Shoalhaven at, 627. 
632.

Cross Roads, Penrith Railway Siding, 486.
Crossings ;—For pedestrians, Circular Quay, 312, 329. 
Croudace, Mr. Thomas l—Employment of, by the Gov

ernment, 196.
Crown Lands, (See also “ Surveyor General’s 

Department ” also Rerkrves) :—
Head Office—Number of Clerks and Draftsmen em

ployed, 213, 243 (!).
Department—Amount paid to Officers in excess of 

authorized salary, 244, 255, 293.
Department—Loss to, by removal or loss of Surveyors 

corner-pegs, 244.
Department—Retrenchment in, 308.

Do Appraisers of runs, 150, 641, 650.
Do Appointment of Assistant Under Secre

tary' for Lands, 420.
Do Suspension of Officer, 487.
Do New appointment in, 617.

Boundaries of Runs, 11.
Land revenue in 1885, 12,
Improvements—Compensation for, 339.

Do Removal of, 15.
Do On Pastoral Holdings, 467.

Exchange and sale of land under Act of 1884, 21,
Land Boards, 26, 105, 191.

Do Dubbo, 244.
Do travelling expenses of Chairmen, 293.
Do Hillston, 303.
Do Local, Western Division, 353.
Do Eastern, and Central Divisions, 439.
Do Local, Judgments given by, 447.
Do Disrating of a Chairman, 451. t
Do Wagga, Urana, Narrandcra, and Hillston,"

366, 485.
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QUESTIONS {continued)
Crown Lands [continued]

Laud Office at Glen Innes, 26.
Do Bourkc, 228, 372.
Do Walgett, 407.
Do Forbes and Parkes, 477-
Do Wagga Wagga, 595.
Do removal of, from Armidale to Glen limes, 87, 

159, 187.
Mr. F. Marsh, Chairman of Land Board at Dubbo, 34. 
Form of declaration inregard toconditionnl purchases, 54. 
Mortgaged conditional purchases, 54.
Conditional purchases without residence—Conditional 

leases, 54.
Land sale at Cathcart and Seymour, 58.
Hydraulic Elevator, Lands Office, 101.
Telephone, Parliament House to Linds Office, 101. 
Appraisement of Runs, 100.

Do Blocks, Dubbo District, 415.
Forfeited selections, 129, 107.
Reserves on resumed areas, 130, 485.

Do Marrar Run and County of Mitchell, 290,
Do Gunnedab, Tamworth, and Murrurundi, can

cellation of, 315.
Selections, Molong Land Office, 132.
Hardship under administration of Act, 132.
Ringbarking preleases—Mr. S. G. Bowler, Forbes, 150. 
Water Reserve, Brcwarranna, 102.
Amendment of 52nd clause of the Act, ](j2.
Conditional Purchasers Legalizing Bill, 108.
Duties of Surveyor-General, Deputy Surveyor-General, 

and Chief Draftsman under the Act, 181.
_ Special areas proclaimed under the Act, 195, 521.

Do Scrub lauds, Uppei; Orara, 323. 
Conditional leases granted under Act, 204.

Do mining on, 591.
Pastoral Leases do 591,
Thomas Marshall's application for land, Macleay 

District, 252.
Rents of Leaseholds, 315.
Homestead Leases, 310, 319, 591.
Return respecting Revenue and Expenses under the 

Act of 1884, 320.
Alleged dummy selection, Grenfell District, 324, 
Selected or sold by auction, 330 (s).
Inspectors of Conditional Purchases, 347.
Refund of survey fees to conditional purchasers, .348, 

349.
Deposits on conditional purchases apd leases, 348. 
Conditional Purchases of Mr. Barbour, M.P., Camden 

District, 352.
Mr. W, Shoobridge’s Selections through Mr. Barbour’s 

agency, Camden District, 419.
' Conversion of pre-emptive into conditional leases, 366. 

Alleged removal of timber from, by J. C. Ellis, .381. 
Selection by Robert Munford, 383, 548.
Alleged dummy selection by James Kelly, 38.3, 548. 
Applications under Clause 75 of the Act, 42n.

Do Appointment of Assistant Under Secre
tary, 420.

Delay in paying Refund Vouchers, 431.
District Surveyors under Act of 1884, 431, 505. 
Introduction of Amending Bill, 439.
Sale of, West Molong, 450.

Do on resumed area of Messrs. Amos’s Runs, 
Castlereagh River, 482.

Do Tent Hill, 491.
Martin McCormack’s application for conditional pur

chase, 485.
R. W, Knowles’ selection, 513, 530.
Mr. Douglass’s selection, county of Hunter, 514. 
Advertised sale, Walgett, 514.
Moree Land District, 518.
Maps showing resumed and leased areas of rims, 521. 
Parish maps, 521_, 537,
Legalizing defective conditional purchases, 522. -
Prelease of William Skeene, Conargo, 030. 
Introduction of Amending BUI, 092.
Pastoral leases in Central and Western Divisions, 631, 

646.
Conditional purchases, Wingen, 032, 640.
Amount received from sale of, 042.

Gkown Proseontohs :—Names of, and cases for trial, 
565.

Crown-street :—Wood-paving, 132, ICS.
Croydon Level crossing at Railway Station, 244.
Coiul :—

Public Well, 1.32.
Road, Bowan Park to, 500.

Cudgelico t—"Water Supply for, 307.
Cumberland :—Forest Rangers in County of, 329,

o,

QUESTIONS (eontimed)
Customs ;—

Custom House, Bogabilla, 139.
Ad Valorem Duties, 209, 256, 372.
Amount received from new duties, 214,
Alleged False Entries at Customs House, 324.
Landing Surveyor, 365,
Alleged disorganization of Department, 384.
Importation of concentrated essences of spirits, &c.,397. 
Appointment of James Beattie as Messenger, 649.

Do of Mr, Evans to Department, 554. 
Gauging spirits, 565,

Darlinghurrt :—
Entry to new Court-room, 319.
Overcrowded state of Gaol, 393, 496, 618,

Deane, Mr. :—Engineering Branch, Railway Depart
ment, 617.

Death Rate :—Borough of Parramatta, 420, 543.
Defence of the Colony ;—Trained men and armament, 

505.
Delivery of Letters (See “ Postal”).
Deniliquin :—Railway from Jerilderie, 23.
Dennis, Jacob :—Licensed Fisherman, lllawarra, 251. 
Denman —Road from Muswellbrook, 638.
Diamond Drills :—

Particulars of, 17, 59, 357.
Wages of men in Newcastle District, 311,

Dibbr, Mr. T. A. :—Alleged purchase by Government of 
steam yacht belonging to, 23.

Dines, Mr. Sydney :—Appointment of, to Customs 
Department, 650.

Dims, Mr. :—Appointment as Associate to Mr. Justice 
Innes, 518.

Dillon, Mr. Hubert Late Police Magistrate at Wal
gett, 586, 627. _

Directors :—Officers of Civil Service acting as, .3.36. 
Diseases in Sheef Act :—

Assessment under, 455, 459.
Revenue and Expenditure under, 459,

Distressed Farmers Relief to, 22.
District Courts :—At Armidale, Tamworth, Glen Lines, 

Inverell, Emmaville, and Tenterfield, 352,
District Recistrars r—Clerks of Petty Sessions acting 

as, 267.
District Surveyors:—Under Crown Lands Act, 4.31, 

505.
Dixson, Mr. :—Inspector of coal mines, 580.
Don Act :—Destruction of Dogs under, 244,
Domain :—Naval buildings, 64,
Donovan, Dr. :—Remissionof linoon, underthe Infectious 

Diseases Supervision Act, 280.
Doojdle-Cooma :—Township, 227.
Douglass, Mr. :—Selection of, county of Hunter, 514. 
Downs, Mr. :—Appointment of, as Assistant Loco

motive Engineer, 544.
Doyle, Mr. J. K, :—Inspector of Runs, 55.3.
Draftsmen (See “ Temporary Draftsmen”) ,
Drainage :—

Into Cook’s River, 75.
Of Western Suburbs, 316.

Dredge :—
Camden Haven, 19.
Service, working hours, 101.
Contract for towing punts, Newcastle, 626.

Dubbo : —
Land Board, 244.
Mr. Frederick Marsh, Chairman of Land Board, 358, 
Appraisement of Crown Lands in District, 416.
Railway Engine Sheds, 482.
Surplus storm water, 522,

Dummy Selection :—
Alleged, in Grenfell District, 324.

Do by Robert Munford, 38.3, 648.
Do by James Kelly, 3S3, 548.

Dump-Cars Settlement of claims for, 420.
Dunstone Mr, :—Late Road Superintendent, Casino, 

308.
Duty

Exemption of intercolonial steamers from payment of, 
on stores, 365.

On Australian and Fijian sugar, 591.
Dynamite :—Importation of, 259. *
Easter Encampments :—

National Park, 1G2, 184.
Cost of, 181.
Railway jiassengers to, 219.
Conveyance of "volunteers and baggage to, 491, 517- 

Eastern Subu res :—Court of Petty Sessions for, 30,96,102, 
131, 263, 268, 275, 28,3, 290, 486.

Education (See also “University”) :—
Public School, Tenterfield, 12.

Do Inverell, 30.
Do Muswellbrook, 78.
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Q
QUESTIONS (eonlimied) i

Education (continued)

Public School Buildings, Bandwick, 325.
Do Wollongong, sale of site of old, IOC.
Do Windsor, 48S, 526.
Do Pennant Hills, 526,
Do Macquarie-street, Parramatta, 543.
Do Parramatta North, 057.

Instruction in Training, High, and Sydney Grammar 
Schools, 424.

Deduction of Salaries of Public School Teachers, 443. 
Onus of proof of non-attendance of children at School, 

under the compulsory clause of the Act, 455. 
Albiou-strect School, Surry Hills, 459.
Statistics of High Schools, 139.
Inspection of Scholastic, Religious, and Educational 

Establishments, 140.
Amount expended on Sydney and Countiy School 

Buildings, 167.
Expenditure under Public Instruction Act, 171. 
Inspector of Public Schools, Molong, 187. ■
Public School Cadet Corps, 231.
Teaching of Scripture or History under the provision 

of the Act, 307.
Grievances of trainees and ex-trainccs, 525.
Technical College, Site for, Ultimo Estate, 64S.

Do Mr. D. T. Wiley, 575.
EicnT-nouit System ok Laiiour :—

Application of, to Government employes, 18. 
Application of, to Government contracts, 33 
Demonstration Day—Holiday to Government Printing 

Office employes, 631, 641.
Electoral

Cootamundra as a polling-place for Young, 15.
Double voting and personation at Cootamundra, 15. 
Collection of Rolls, 17.
Camden Roll, 35.
Amendment of Expansion Clauses of the Act, 275. 

Electric Bells In Parliamentary Buildings and Gov
ernment Offices, 632.

Electric Light :—

Cowper Wharf, Woolloomooloo Bay, 99, 168, 225, 284. 
Hyde and Belmoro Parks, 111, 151, 192, 203.
Circular Quay and Railway Station, 340.

Elizabeth-street, Waterloo Repair of, 34.

Ellis, Mr. James Coles:—Alleged removal of timber 
by, from Government land, 381,

Emufjmlement :—

Cases of, in Railway Department, 579,
At Australian Museum, 553.

Emmaville Recreation Ground, 172.

Employes (Sec also “Railways” also “Tramways”) 
Working-hours in the Dredge Service, 101.
On Roads, Sydney District, 208.
Government Printing Office, 631, 641,
In Public Works Department, 4S6.

Empty Waggons :—Running on Great Northern and 
North-western Railways, 555.

Endowment of Municipalities :—
Provision for, 131.
Payments to certain Suburban, 613.

Evmore Road :—Improvement of, between Newtown 
Railway Bridge and Boland’s Corner, 612.

Equity Court Amount paid into, on account of estate 
of P. Pan elly, 335.

Eskuank Road, 40.

Essences Importation of concentrated, of spirits, &c., 
397. ■

Estimates Schedule to, 347.
Evans, Mr. Appointment of, to Customs Department: 

554.
Evelf.iGH :—

Railway workshops, 55, 64, 415 (5), 459.
Do do sewer from, 87.

Examiners of Titles :—Appointment of additional, and 
to fill vacancy, 3S4.

Exclusion of Strangers Sessional Order as to, 408. 
Excursion Tickets Railway, 22.

Exemption :—Of Intercolonial steamers from license fees 
and payment of duty on stores, &c., 365.

Exhiihtion :—
In London—Mr. Magnus Joseph Pyke, 22, 30, 92.

Do Sir Alexander Stuart, 64.
Calcutta—Cost of representation, 92,
Indian and Colonial, London, 96, 99.

Do preparation of maps for, 158,163.
Do officials at, 103, 221,

Expenditure Public for 1885, 536.
Exploration op New Guinea Under auspices of 

Geographic Society of Australasia, 420.
Explosives :—

Importation of Dynamite, 259.
Safety Cartridges as Ships Cargo, 335,

UESTIONS (continued)
Export

Quantity of wool for the past six years, 313.
Of Coals from Sydney Harbour, 487.

Fairy Meadow :—Railway Platform at, 88.

Farmers 
Relief to, 22.
Trains, 96, 97, 163.

Farm Produce

Importation from other Colonies, 162.

Railway Freights on, 316, 347, 343, 460.
Fakrelly, Mr. Michael Gratuity voted for, 558, 566. 
Farrelly, Mr. P.:—Amount paid into Equity Court, 

in Estate of, 335.
Fatigue Pay :—To Staff Sergeants in Quartermaster 

General's Department, 259.
Fellth-mber Creek Road to Carcoar, 263, 280. 
Females :—

Employment of, in Telegraph Office, 97.
Immigration of Domestic Servants, 247.

Fences ;—Wire, on main roads, 22.
Fernpale Colliery Disaster :—Commission to enquire 

into, 557, 611.
Perry :—Punt at Wiseman’s, 78.
Fidelity Bonds 

Telegraph Department, 150.
Railway Department, 196.
Collectors of Revenue, 419.

Fijian Sugar Duty on, 591.
Finance, (See also “Loan Account”) :—

Government Account at Bank of England, 23, 35, 
Public Debt, 59,
Ad Valorem Duties, 209, 256, 276. -
Amount received from new Customs Duties, 214.
Land and Income Taxes, 225, 228, 276.
Detailed account of amounts charged to Unforeseen 

Expenses, 247.
Revenue from each item of new Specific Duties, 192, 

275, 298.
Fiscal Proposals, 264, 276.
Increase of Taxation during past four years, 196, 298. 
Public Expenditure, 1885, 536.
Information as to position of Public Finances, 606. 

Fines

luflictcd on masters of vessels with safety cartridges 
on board, 335.

Post and Telegraph Department, 523,
Railway' and Tramway Department, 523.

Fire Brig ape :—

Orange, 204.
Woollahra Volunteer, 352,
Cost of Metropolitan and Suburban, 585.

Fiscal Proposals :—Statement by the Premier, 264. 
Fisheries :—

Inspector Quinan, 184, 191,468, 538, 655.
Seizure of nets of Jacob Dennis of lllawarra, 251. 
Illegal Fishing, 316, 351.

Fish River Caves :—Railway, 'Parana to Oberon, 275. 
Fletcher, Mr, ;—Compensation paid to, for Albion- 

street land, resumed for Public School, 459. 
Flogging Sentence of, on Howard and M‘Knight, 440.
Flour :—Importation of, 330.
Foote, Mrs. :—Case of, tried at Maitland, 535.
Forbes : -•

Railway to Borenore via Cudal, 77, 132.
Boring-machine for, 92.
Railway to Wilcaunia, 411, 612.
Land Office—business done, 477.
Weir across Lachlan River, 586.

Foreshores op George’s River : —Applications for 
Oyster Culture Leases, 86.

Forest Nursery Reserve nearGosford for, 87, 357. 
Forest Rangers :—

County of Cumberland, 329.
Mudgee District, 522.

Forest Reserves :—Murray and Mumimbidgee Elec
torates, 54", 555.

Forfeited Sklf,ctions :—Publication of List, 129, 
Forsyth, Messrs. A. and Co.Claim for compen

sation by, 297.
Fowler, Pierce :—Committed for forgery and embezzle

ment, 256.
Fowler, Sir John :—Reports by, on Prospect Dam and 

Light Railways, 163.
Frauds :—Alleged, on the Railway Department, 393, 

451, 595,
Free Passes 

To Railway Officials, 131.
To a Deputation, 264.
To the Press, 319.

, Free Public Library :—Lending Branch, 77, 112, 
Freight (Sec “Railways”)
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QUESTIONS (coK(t«(i|iri) :—
Friendly Sociktiks :—

Introclnotioii of Bill, 102, 140.
Annual Report, 547.
Establishmeut of alleged unsafe Societies or Lodges, G04. 

Fruit ;—

Alleged stealing of, from trucks, 57.
Carnage of, Parramatta to Sydnov, 543.

Furniture For bedroom for Secretory for Public 
Works, G49. .

Gambling : —
Alleged, at Prospect Camp, 1GS.
Chinese Houses, 43. 456.

Gaols :—
Leave of absence to warders, 64,
Darlinghnrst and Port Macquarie, 303.
Carriage of stores for Bcrrinm, 443,
Darlinghnrst, 49G, CIS.
Mudgee, 548.
Parramatta-, position of Gaoler, 596.

Garden Palace Grounds:—

Entrance to, 276.
Gates for, 339.

Gas Supplied to Government Offices, &c., and charged 
for by Australian Gaslight Co., 603,

Gasworks :—Purchase of Railway, from Mr. Castner, by 
the Government, 411.

Gauging S writs System in force in the Customs, 565. 
Geary s Gay Road, Lake George :—Accidents on, 358. 
Geographical Society of Australasia Exploration 

of New Guinea, 420.
George's River:—

Applications for Oyster Leases on foreshores of, 86,100. 
Closing of waters above Tom Ugly’s Point, against net- 

fishing, 1S2.
Gladesville :—Supply of Boiler for Asylum, 400. 
Gladstone, The Right Honorable W. E.:—Invitation 

to, to visit the Colonies, 468.
Glf.be District :—Court of Petty Sessions for, 430. 
Glebe Island ;—

Removal of Abattoirs, 25.
Road from Sydney to, and Balmain, 353.

Glebe Point :—Bridge between Balmain and, 129.
Glen Innes:—

Railway from Grafton, 12, 159.
Railway to Inverell, 23, 168, 472, 4S9.
Land Oilice, 20, 87, 159, 1S7.
Sunday through train to, 91.
Land Board, 191.
Petty Sessions cases tried at Armidale, Inverell, Ten

terfield, and, GOO.
Deficiency in Railway Accounts at, 601.

Gold Fields

Mineral conditional purchases on, 26, 112, 463. 
Prospecting for gold, 50.
Reserve Cargo, 330.

Do. Gundaroo, 495.
Goolagong :—Road to Grenfell, 506.
Goondiwindi :—Road Wariahla m Yetman to, 139. 
Gordon :—Unemployed engaged on relief works at, GOO. 
Gosford :—Reserve for Botanical purposes near, S7, 357. 
Goulburn :—

Importation of water-pipes for Water Supply, 460. 
Return from Railway, from Granville and to Alburv, 

491. J
Railway Stations, Junee, Bathurst, and, 514, 
Postmaster at, 522, 537.

Government. (See also “ Crown Lands.”)
Oriental interpreter, 59, 64, 183, 492, 536.
Account at Bank of England, 23, 35.
Lighting of Buildings, Windsor, 19.
Printing Office—Pay of temporary compositors, 44,

Do. Eight-hour Demonstration Day, holt- 
day t(> supernumerary compositors, 631, 641. 

Inspection of Scholastic, Religions, and Educational 
Establishments, 140.

Buildings, Parramatta—Asphalting in front of, 1S3, 
Building, Cowra, 348.
Rent paid for Buildings used as offices, 184. 
Surveyors—money due to, 203.
Contracts unfinished—amounts required for, 204. 
Contractors—Allowances to, on account of new Cus

toms duties, 284,
Wharfs, rates charged at, 213.
Supply of Ironwork to, 371.
Officers acting on Commissions, 384.
Statistician—Appointment of Mr. Coghlan, 394, 397. 

Do, Application of Mr. Byron for position, 407. 
Do. Department, 471, 487, 488, 492, 547, 580, 

642. .
Arrangement with Messrs. Bakcwell Bros, to erect 

Buildings for Government Offices, 518,
Steamers, Port Jackson, 536, 605, 012,

1037—Gr

QUESTIONS (r.oJUimm!) :—
Government (continued) : —

Gas supplied to, and charged for, 663.
Offices, Telephones and Electric Bells in, 632,

Grafton :—Railway to Glen limes, 12, 159.
Granville :—

Morning train from, 213.
Duplication of line, to Liverpool, 510.

Gratuity :—To the late Mr. Michael Farrelly, 558, 560. 
Graving Dome Biloela, 499.
Greenwich Government Road, North'Willoughby, 95. 
Grenfell:—

Reserve, 60.
Mails rid Young to Sydney, 371.
Alleged dummy selection in district of, 324.
Road to Goolagong, 506.

Grlvillu’s Year Book of Australia :—Purchased by 
the Government, 252.

Guarantees. (See “Fidelity Bonds'’)

Gulgong :—Bench of Magistrates-letter signed by 
Robert Rutherford complaining of decision—charge 
against Mr. J. F. Plunkett. 129.

Gundaroo :— ’

Marked Tree Line Road, 358.
Gold-field Reserve, 495.
Recreation Reserve, 6IS.

Glnnedaii :—

Trustees, Wolseley Park, 214, 393.
Cancellation of Reserve at, 315.
Railway from Werris Creek, 439.

Guni'Owdeb Storage of,—Fire in Pitt-strect, 236, 264. 
Hall, Patrick :—Release of, 605.
Hamlet, Mr, :—Report of, on Mr. Peacock’s Jam, 431. 
“Hansard” :—

Accommodation for reporters of, 401.
Report as to daily issue, 460.

Harbour Tkust :—For Newcastle, 162.
Harbours :—Sir John Goode’s Reports on, 200.
Harmer, Mr. W.:—Issue of deed to, for reclaimed 

land, Watson’s Bay, 330.
Harter, Mr. Surveyor :—Sent to Norfolk Island, 404. 
HahRiS Park :—Approach to Railway Platform, 191. 
Hart, Mr. M. S. :—Leave of absence to, Crown Solici

tor’s Office, 618.
Hastings RiverData required by Sir John Coode, 

for report on, 387, 650.
Hawkesiiury :—Railway Bridge over, SS.
Hayes, Mr. P,:—Water Frontage, Neutral Bay, 340. 
Helsarmel Estate :—Extension of tramway to, 214. 
High Schools:—

Receipts, expenses, and attendance, 139.
Instruction in Sydney Grammar, Training, and, 424, 

Hillston :—
Local Land Board, 303, 366, 485.
Water Supply for, 3G6,

History :—Teaching of, in Public Schools, 307.
Hogan's Brush, near, Gosford :—Reserve for Botanic 

purposes, 87.
Holt, K, B.:—Sentence on prisoner, 307. 
Hosiebush-Waratah Railway 

Supply of liquor to navvies, 57.
Contracts and date of opening, 76, 207 239. 
Resumptions of land, 130.
Expenditure on, and Contracts, 153.
Bridge over the Parramatta, 221 

Homestead Leases :—

Possession of, 310.
Applications for, 310.
Mining on, 591.

Hornsby Junction, (See also “ Pearce’s Corner'1) 
Railway Station, 477.
Railway from, to North Shore, 536, 6.12.

Horses “ Pink-eye” disease, 59,
Hoskinqtown :—Village Reserve between Queanbeyan 

and, 75.
Hospitals :—

Molong, 12, 88.
Sydney, Buildings, 182.

Do, Admission of patients, 468.
Spirits, wine, &.C., consumed in, 236.
Penrith, 2S0.

Hudson Brothers, Messrs Railway and Tramway 
contracts, 579.

Hunter River :—Water Supply Works, 408.
Hyde Park:—Electric Light for, 111, 154, 192, 203. 
Hydraulic Elevator :—Lands Office, 101.
Illawahra Railway :—

Lighting stations on, 19, 482,
George’s River Bridge, 76.
Land resumed, 87, 99, 130,
Contracts for, 129.
Approaches to Tempe Station, 153.
Amount voted for and expended on, 303,
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QUESTIONS (continued)
Immiohation :—

Immigrauts, per ‘‘Florida-,” 7G.
Of Female Domestic Servants, 2J7.
Nominations for assisted passages, olio.
Alleged, of Belgian ironworkers, G45.

Imports :—
Of Farm Produce from other Colonies, 162.
Railway material, stock, switches, point rods, &c., 4S6. 

Improvements :—On Crown Lands, 15, 339, 407.
Income Tax ;—Incidence of, 225, 2'2S.
Increases. (See “ Crvn, Service Act.’’)
Indian and Colonial Exhimtion. (Sec “Exhiihtion.") 

iNEEcnous Diseases Supervision Act Remission of 
One on Dr. Donovan, 2S0.

Infirmary. (See “ Hospitals.”)
Insolvency Laws :—Alteration in, 535.
Insolvent Court :—

Mode of allotting estates to Official Assignees, 312. 
Humberiug of Schedules, 443.

Inspection :—
And Testing of Spirits, Wines, and Beer, 54. _
Government, of Scholastic, lleligious, and Educational 

Establishments, 140.
Of slaughter-houses, 513, 535.
Official, of Mines, 001.

Inspectors :— _ _
Of Conditional Purchases—number employed in 1885, 

and travelling expenses paid to, 347.
Of Asylums, and of Charities, 384.
Of Charities, 384, 4S7, 4SS, 495.
Of scaffolding, 340, 537.
Of runs—Messrs. Doyle and Lowe, 553.

Instruction. (Sec “ Education") _
Intercolonial Steamers :—Exemption of, from License 

Fees and Duty on Stores, 305.
International Copyrioht Union :—Admission of 

Colony to, 290, 537.
Interpreter, Government' Oriental, 59, 04, 183, 492, 

586. _
Intimidation Cases :—Mount Pleasant (Wollongong) 

Miners, 554, 012, 615.
Inverell:—

Kailway from Glen Innes, 23, 1G8, 472, 489.
Railway to, via Bundarra and Glen limes, 481 (!), 

500, 513.
Public School, 30.
Police district, 44, 293.
Road to Yetman, 140.
Roads in District, 40S.
Reserve, Volunteer Corps, 411.
Petty Sessions cases tried at Armidale, Glen Innes, 

Tenterfield, and, COO.
iNvrrA'rioN ;—To the Right Honorable W. E. Gladstone 

to visit the Colonies, 403.
Iron Cove Bridge:—

Safety of foot-passengers, 25.
Closing of waters above, against net-fishing, 1S2.

Iron Pipes Importation of, for Country Water 
Supplies, 460.

Ironwork :—Supply of, to the Government, 371. 
Ironworkers :—Alleged immigration of Belgian, 645. 
Irrigation :—Introduction of Bill, 3S1.
Jam ;—Report on, made by Mr. Peacock, 431.
Jamieson, Mr, C, B. ;—Draftsman, Railway Survey 

Branch, 447.
Jennings, W. H, _

Opening of Stone Quarry on Quarantine Ground by, 506. 
Jerilderie :—

Railway to Deniliquin, 23.
Railway from Narrandera, 591.

JiNDBitA Mountains :—Cattle-stealing in, 172.
Jubilee Year:—Clemency to Prisoners, 263.
Judges of the Supreme and District Courts :— 

Suggested reduction iu Salaries of, 195.
Junee :—

Water supply at, 20, 348.
Do. to Railway Station, 482,

Railway rates to, 99.
Incorporation of, 371.
Railway Workshops, 406, 649.
Railway Station, business and employes at, 514.
Special Trains between Marraudeni and, 631,
Mail Train do 655.

Kauirah :—Mr. E, C. Merewcthcrs Mineral Lease, 129, 
K.f,lly, James Alleged dummy selection by, 333, 548.
Kempsev ...................................................

Administration of Justice in district, inquiry into, 320, 
40!, 655.

Mr. Stevenson, Clerk of Petty Sessions, 421.
Kenyon, Mr. Clerk of Petty Sessions, Gunning, 119, 
Kidman, Mr. :—Amount paid to, for laud resumed for 

Albion-strect Public School, 459.

Q
QUESTIONS (conthiued)

Knowles, Mr. R. W. Selection of, 513, 536,
Kramer, Mr. F. Offer of, to exterminate rabbits, 492. 
Lachlan River :—Weir across, Forbes, 586.
Lamb-ion Coal Company 

Ventilation of Mine, So.
Mining under Newcastle Pasturage Reserve, 91, 97. 

Lamps On Murray Bridge at Moama, 30.
Land:— _

Valuation of, near Church-street, 'West Maitland, 303. 
Selected by Mr. Carl Martin, at Shoalhavon, 506.

Land Appraisers Appointment of, by Mr. Abbott, 
150, 641, 650.

Land Bill :—Introduction of amending, 592.
Land Boards and Offices. {See "Crown Lands”) 
Lands Department.' {See “ Crown Lands”)
Land Revenue Amount of, for the first ten months of 

1885, 12.
Land Salk. (Sec “ Crown Lands”)

Land Tax :—Incidence of, 225, 22S.
Land Titles Office :— _

Delay in registration and delivery of Deeds, 191. 
Appointment of Examiners of Titles, 384. 
Commissioners of Titles, 510.

Land Valuers—Railway ; —
Leave to Mr. James Byrnes, and appointment of Mr. 

M'Derniott, 90.
Temporary hands in office of, 641.

Landing Surveyor :—Performance of duties of, 365. 
Landing Watters :—Customs Department, 384.
Lauras Lake :—Bridge at, near Molong, 477. 
Lattice-work :—To carry Telegraph Lines along Gcorge- 

- street, 1S4, 207, 214.
Leaseholds. (See “Crown Lands")

Leave of Absence :— ,
To Mr. Robert M'Lean, Survey Office, to enable him 

1o edit an Altos, 252.
To Post and Telegraph Masters, 554,
To Mr. M. S. Hart, Crown Solicitor’s Office, 618. 

Legislative Council :—Introduction of Bill for re
modelling on elective basis, 456.

Leichhardt 
Lock-up, 219.
Typhoid Fever in, 251.
Post and Telegraph Office for, 632.

Lending Branch, Free Public Library :—Issue of 
Works of Fiction on Sundays, 77, 112,

Library, (See “ Free Public Library”)
License Fees :—

Of surveyors, 58.
Exemption of Intercolonial Steamers from payment of 

Duty on Stores and, 365.
Licensing Act :—

Amendment of, 54, 91, 439.
Music and Dancing Licenses, 79.
Duties of Police on Sundays under, 91.
Renewal of license for “Victoria Park Hotel,” Darling

ton, 565, 570.
Royal Commission, 509, 625.

Licensing Board :—Port Macquarie, 239, 432.
Life Boat Service :—Steamer for Newcastle, 625. 
Life-saving Apparatus :—

Rocket sets in Government Stores, 298.
At Green Cape Light-house, 304.
Where placed on the coast, 304, 307.

Liquor :—Supply of, to navvies on Railway, 57.
Liquor Licensing Law ;—Royal Com mission on, 569, 

625.
Lithgow Valley Colliery :— _

Action upon the Report of the Commission, 517. 
Instructions to Commission to enquire into disaster, 557. 

Lithographic Printers :—Under Civil Sendee Act, 12, 
Liverpool :—

St. Peter’s Loop Line, 23, 412, 415, 495.
Duplication of line from Granville, 510.

Loan Account, (Seealso "Finance”):—
Charges against, 35.
Balance available for railways and public works, 35. 
GovemmentBanting AcconntinBankof Kngland, 23,35. 
The Loan of ±'5,500,000, 112.
Power of borrowing under existing Acts, 159.

Loan Vote :—For Railway Trial Surveys, 154, 163, 290, 
348.

Loans :—
For Railways and other Public Works, 336.
For Public Works, 640.

Local Land Board. (Sec “ Crown Lands”)
Local Option :—Vote of, in Sydney, 26. ,
Local Government Bill :—Introduction of, 488. 
Lock-up

Leichhardt, 219. '
Parramatta North, 329,
Tingha, 351, 460.
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Q
QUIiSTIONS (continued) :—

Locomotives (See also “ Railways)

Purchased hy tlie Government, 230, 29S.
Order for Railway Machinery and, Sid.

Loitus, Lord Augustus :—Amount duo to Government, 
for cablegrams and telegrams sent by, 34 S, So2. 

London Press :—News of the Colony in, 406.
Lono Cove Bay Reclamation of, 129.
Long, ifK. Parry :—Appointment of, as Examiner of 

Titles, 384.
Lord, The late Mr. E. ;—Application by Executors of, 

to purchase water frontage, Neutral Bay, 340.
Lowe, Mr. C. B :—Inspector of Runs, SoS. ' 
Low-lyinc, Land :—At Rushcutter’s Bay, 452. 
Lyndhukst Railway Station, 210, 232.
Lyne, Mr. C. J. :—Appointment of, to Civil Service, G50. 
Macdonald Town :—

Resumption of land for Station, 22.
Plans for Station, 20.
Park, 34.
Burren Street, 040. ■
Railway Station, 649.

Mackenzie, Mr. Examiner of Coal-fields, 77, 500. 
Magistrates (sec "Administration or Justice”) 
Mails. (See "Postal”)
Maitland West :—

Court-house, 230, 348, 544.
Valuation of land near Church-street Railway Station, 

308.
Amended By-laws of Municipality, 3S3.

Mamee Road :—Expenditure on, 203.
Manning River :—Bata required by Sir John Coode, 387, 

650.
Mats :—

Por Colonial and Indian Exhibition, 158, 163.
Showing Resumed and Leased Areas of Runs, 521. 
Parish and County, 521, 537- 

Marine :—
Allegedunscaworthinessofbarque “St.Lawrence,”252. 
Alleged Shipping Abuses, 263.
Life-saving Rocket Apparatus, 293.
Jjife-saving Apparatus, Green Cape Light-house, 304.

Bo. where situated on the coast,
304, 307. ’

Mr. O’Dowd, Chief Engineer "City of Melbourne," 554. 
Marine Board :—Local, Newcastle, G2G.
Martin, Me. Carl :—Laud selected by at Shoalhaven, 

506.
Marrae Run Reserve on, 290.
Marsh, Mr. F. :—Chairman of Land Board atBubbo, 34, 

358.
Marshall, Thomas Application for Land, Macleay 

District, 252.
McCormack, Martin :—Application for Conditional Pur

chase, 435.
McDermott, Mr. F. S.Appointment of, as Railway 

Land Valuer, 9G.
McKenzie, Mr, D, L, Charge against, as Stock 

Inspector, 580.
McLean, Mr. Robert :—Leave of absence to, from Survey 

Office, to enable him to edit an Atlas, 252.
McQuade Park, Windsor :—Improvement of, 18. 
Members of Parliament (see “Parliament”) 
Merewethek, Mr. E. C.Mineral Lease, Kahibah, 129. 
Merkiwa :—Road from 51u swell brook, 538. 
MktROI'OUTAN :—

Business at Branch Post Offices, 510.
Cost of Fire Brigade, 585.

Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Act Extension 
of to Parramatta, 603.

Miciielago :—
Town of, 88.
Railway Station, 429, 440, 444, 448.

Midelton, M r. :—Railway Locomotive Overseer, 106, 
352, 357, 509.

Military :—
Easter Encampment, National Park, 162, 184.
Cost of Easter Encampments, 181.
Inquiry respecting Captain Airey, 207.
Fatigue Pay to Staff Sergeant, 259.
Major Penrose R.E., 411.
Cricket Ground, adjoining Rifle Range, 557. 
Department, Mr. Solomon, 645.

Miller and Bec.g :—Claim of, 26.
Millers Railway accounts with, 130.
Millington, Mr. :—Of Surveyor-General’s Department, 

sent to Norfolk Island, 464.
Mining (See also “ Collieries”)

Conditional Purchases on Gold Fields, 26, 112, 463, 
Diamond drills, 17, 59.
New Mining Bill, 27, 352.
Mineral Leases, 55, 239.

■ Mineral Lease, Mr. E. C. Merer,•ether's, Kahibah, 129,

QUESTIONS (continued) \—
Mining (eonfiwncrf)—

Mineral Leases, Enforcement of labour conditions, 172. 
Lease to mine under Newcastle Pasturage Reserve, 77, 

So, 91, 97.
Lambton Coal Company, 85, 91, 97.
On Church and School Lands, 99, 149.
Report of Department for 1885, 210.
Decision of District Court as to regulations—Wright 

if. Bonnor, 1S7.
Refunds to Applicants for Land under the 28th 

section of the Act, 347.
Weighing Clause under Coal Mines Regulation Act, 408. 
Cargo Gold-Field Reserve, 330.
Cundaroo Gnld-Fiold Reserve, 495.
Coal Mines Regulation Act, 535,
Peel and Uralla District, 544, 606.
Mount Pleasant (Wollongong) Miners—Intimidation 

Cases, 554, 612, 645.
Lithgow Valley and Porndale Collieries Disasters, 557. 
Validation of Mineral Conditional Purchases, 561.
On Conditional, Homestead, and Pastoral Leases, 591, 
Official Inspection of Mines, 601.

Ministerial Special Trains Number and Cost of, 477,
4S9, 492, 506.

Ministers’ Union :—Protest from, respecting Sunday 
Entertainments, Concerts, &e., 591.

Mint, Sydney Silver Coinage at, 336.
Minto (See “ Railways ”).
Mitchell Reserve in County of, 290,
Model Farms :—

Establishment of, 267, 280, 3)9, 443.
Sites for, Western District, 600.

Moloxglo Plains Road across, 448,
Molong :—

Hospital, 12, S3.
Railway, Orange to, 22, 293, 500.
Weighbridge for Railway Station, 460, 514.
Selections at Land Office, 132,
Inspector of Public Schools, 1S7- 
I’uhlio Works in District, 275.
1 Vest—Sale of land, 456.
Site for Presbyterian Church, 477.
Bridge at Larras Lake, near, 477.
Road, to the Peabody, 496.
Bank-street, 496.

Money Order Offices :—
Cost of establishing, 544.
Unofficial Post Offices at which Money Order Branches 

are established, 554.
Moree :—Land District, 518.
Moriarty, Mr. E. O. :—Appointments held by, 537. 
Morris, Mr. Augustus:—Motors imported from 

America, for Traimvays, through the agcncyof, 290, 298. 
Moss Vale:-—Friday train from Pictou, 419.
Mount Hope :—Charge for Water from Government 

Tank, 220.
Mount Pleasant Mine :—Intimidation Cases, 554, 612, 

645.
Mount Victoria —Railway Station, 387.
Moore Park Mounted Patrol for, 612.

Mcdeank andCook’sRiver Roa D:—Tmsteesand tolls, 25. 
Mudgee :—

Railway, 85, 97, 129, 352.
Forest Ranger, of District, 522.
Gaol, 548.

Municipalities :—
Special grant to, 43.
Civil Servants holding positions under, 112. 
Endowment of, 131, 613.
Incorporation of Juiiee, 371.
Site for Council Chambers, Windsor, 553.

Muneord, Robert:—Alleged dummy selection, by, 3S3, 
548.

Murray Bridge over, at Moama, 22, 30.
M urkurundi ■

Recreation Ground, 87.
Cancellation of Reserve at, 315.

Museum, Australian :—Robbery and Embezzlement 
from, 553.

Muswellbrook :— ■
Road Superintendents, 78, 115.
Public School, 78.
Road to Merrhva, 53S.
Road to Denman, 538.

Myiiing, Mr. T, H. :—Resignation and rc-employmcnt 
of, 247.

Namui River 
Taniare bridge over, 407.
Bridge over at Roeky Crossing, Narrabri, 510.

NAItKAURI ;—
Railway to Walgett, 192, 408.
Deviation of Railway through, 500.
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QUESTIONS (co»if««etf)
NAM!AM>ERA :—

Local Land Board, 36fi, 485.
Hallway to Jcrilderie, 5S1.
Special Goods Trains between Jtinea and, 631.
Mail Train between .Tunco and, 655.

Nareojiine :—Erection of rabbit proof fence to Bonrke, 
510.

National Park 
Railway passengers to, 219.
Expenditure on, 627.
Alleged removal of lillies and palm fronds from, 641. 

Naval Buildings In Domain, 64.
Naval Seamen's Home :—Grant of land for, and assist

ance in building, 412. *
Neild, Mr. J. C., M.P.Special railway carriage occu

pied by, 459.
Nepean :—Water Supply from, 54.

Net*fisii(NO ;—Closing of waters of Parramatta River, 
Iron Cove, Port Hacking, and George’s River, 
ainst, 1S2, 219,

Neutral Bay

Mr. P. Hayes’Water frontage, 340.
Mr. E. Lord’s do. do, 340.

Newington Asylusi :—
Deaths in, and trained nurses for, 324,
Sanitary arrangements, dietary scale, mortality, and 

trained nurses in, 334.
Entertainment at, 4S7.

N F.WCASTLE :—
Lease to mine under Pasturage Reserve, 77, S3, 91, 97. 
Harbour Trust, 162.
Wharves. 280, 307-
Diamond Drill-Men in District, 311.
Railway Station, 405.
Departure of mail train from, 4S2.
Inspector of Scaffolding, 537.
Steamer for Life-Boat Service, 025.
Contract for towing dredge punts to sea, Newcastle, 020. 
Local Marine Board, 620.

New Guinea :—Exploration of, under auspices of Geo-* 
graphical Society of Australasia, 420.

New Hebrides :—
Annexation of, by France, 149.
Resolution from Chamber of Commercn respecting, 055. 

New Lambton Colliery Company :—Purchase of rail
way rails, by, 401, 411.

Newtown :—
Repair of Cook’s River Road, 25.
Wood-paving of Road, )32.

Nightsoii. Disposal of, Borough of Redfem, 86. 
Norfolk Island :—Messrs. Harper & Millington, Sur

veyor-General’s Department sent to, 404.
North Coast Railway:—Surveys of, 117, 108.
North Shore :—

Railway from Pearce’s Corner (Hornsby Junction), 59, 
79, 472, 495, 536, 612.

Tramway, 347.
Superintendent of Roads for District, 531.

North Willoughby:—Road dividing Haslem’s, Dul- 
lin’s, Chisholm’s, and Berry's grants, Greenwich, 95. 

Noxious Trades : —
Introduction of Bill, 103.
Provision for, 290.

Noxious Plants :—Losses of stock from, 51S.
Nyncan Railway employes at, 012.
Oberon :— ,

Railway to Tarana, 43, 275, 431.
Votes for Roads to, 317.

O’Dowd, Mr.:—Chief Enginoor of “City of Melbourne,'1 
554.

Officers :—Under Suspension, 349.
Official Assignees Mode of allotment of estates to, 

312.
Orange :—

Railway to Forbes via Cudal, 132,
Railway to Molong, 22, 293, 500.
Clerk of Petty Sessions, 1S4, 358, 3S2, 480.
Fire Brigade, 204,
Payments to Volunteer Corps, 227.
Water Supply, 316.
Station-master’s residence, 561.

Orara River :—Proclamation of scrub lands as special 
area, 323.

Ordnance Department 
Survey of Stores, 64.
Arms and Ammunition in, 387.

Oriental Interpreter Government, 59, 64, 183, 492, 
586. .

Orphan School Roman Catholic, Parramatta, 407, 
486 (2).

pL'tr, Mr, Appointment of, gs Examiner of Titles, 3S4.

QUESTIONS (coitfmucd):—
Overcoats ;—

For 'Tram Conductors, 2S9, 451.
For Tramway employes, 569.

Overloading of Vessels :—Alleged practice of, 55, 

Oxford-stheet, Paddington :—Wood - paving along
Tramline, 247, 506.

Oyster Culture Leases : —
Particulars of, 35.
Foreshores of George’s River, 86, 100.

Pacific Mail Company :~Lottcr from, 304. 
Paddington :—

Woodpaving, Oxford-street, 247, 500.
Public sewer, Comber-street, to Liverpool-strcet, 01,482, 
Erection of Baths. Riishcutter's Bay, 91.
Court-house, Point Piper Road, 30, 96, 102, 131, 263, 

208, 275, 283, 290, 486.
Parcels Conveyonee of, by rail, 496.
Parish Maps :—New edition of, 521, 537.
Park :—

National, 219, 027, 641.
Redfem, 21.
Alexandria-Hacdoiiald Town, 34.
Waterloo, 03.
Bronte Bay, Wavcrley, 112, 220, 312, 472.
Richmond, 297.
Parramatta, 304.
Wolseley, Gunnedah, 393.
Bungeudore, 518.

Parties :—Business done at Land Office, 477. 
Parliament :—

Telephone to Lands Office, 10b.
Special Train—so-called Parliamentary, 303. 
Accommodation for Reporters, Parliament House, 401, 
Jlatisartl, Report as to daily issue, 460.
Delivery of letters at Buildings, 575.
Appointment of Members to Civil Service, 617. 
Telephones and FJectric Bells in Buildings, 032. 
Members of, allowed to take contract plans for Public 

Works, 045.
Cost of printing and binding “ Votes and Proceedings, 

for 1885, 049.
Parramatta ;— ■

Sewerage, IS, 058.
Extension of Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Act 

to, 580, 003.
Cemetery, 18.
Tramway to Pennant Hills, Castle Hill, and Baulkham 

Hills, 18, 183.
Filling up of River, 33, 183, 558.
Railway Station, 33, 182 f), 324.
Site for Benevolent Asylum, 87, 222.
Road Trust, 105.
Conveyance of Mails between Railway Station and 

Post Office, 115.
River above the Bridge—closing against net-fishing, 182, 
Lennox Bridge, 182, 460.
Asphalting in front of Government Buildings, 183. 
Bridge across, for Homcbusb-Waratah Railway, 221. 
Site for Court-house, 221, 228, 232.
Police Court and Court of Quarter Sessions, 259,
Park—dwarf wall, Ac., 304, 543.
Recreation Reserve Trustees, 311.
Lockup, 329.
Rcath-rate of borough ,420, 543.
Roman Catholic Orphan School, 467, 4SG (’).
Public School, Macquarie-strect, 543.

Do North, 557- 
Carriage of fruit, to Sydney, 543.
Appointment to vacant position of Gaoler, 595, 

Parramatta Road :—Wood-paving of, 431.
Pastoral Leases :—

Mining on, 591.
In Central and Western Divisions, 031, 640,

Patent Rights :—

Distribution of fees received, 140, 153, 171, 195, 371. 
Introduction of Bill, 154, 340, 383.

Peabody :—Road Molong to, 490.
Peacoek, Mr. :—Report on Jam made by, 431.
Pearce’s Corner (Hornsby Junction )

Railway to North Shore, 59, 79, 472, 495, 536.
Railway Station, 477.

Peel and Uralla Mining District Cancellation of 
Reserves in, 544, 606.

Pembroke, Mr. Acting Clerk of Petty Sessions, 
Gunning, 119.

Pennant Hills :—Public Sc!ioolJ,520.
Penny Postage System Extension of, 33, 221, 304, 

316.
Penrith :—

Reserve, 34.
Employes at Railway Station, 76, 86, 140, 203, 283,
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QUESTIONS {contii<wc'l) :—
Penrith (rowfinacrf)

Potiec Magistrate for, 191.
Hospital, 2S0.
Railway llefroslimeiit Koom, 443.
Hnihvay Siding, Cross Roads, 4S6,
Inspector of Slaughter-houses, 513.

Penrose, Major, R.E. :—Credentials and work of, 411. 
Permanent Force. {See “ Artillery”)
Petersham :—

Iron Railway Bridge, 384.
Railway Platform Iretween Sumnicrhill and, 53G. 579. 

Petty Sessions. (Sec “Court of Putty Sessions,” 
also, “Administration of Justice”)

Phylloxera :—In Camden Dintriot, 40.
Picton :—

Friday train to Moss Vale, 419,
Road throngh W, Conll’s land near, 585.

Pike's Gap r—Road Mnswcllbrook to Merriwa, 538. 
“Pink eye”:—Disease in horses. 59,
Piper's Flat:—Crossing for Railway Line at, 7(1.

Pitt' Water District Superintendent of Roads for, 
531.

Platform. (See “Railways”)
Plimsoll Mark 

On the “Alice Mary," 30.
Fixing of, 54.

Plunkett, Mr. J. E.:—Alleged charge against, of writing 
a letter signed Robert Rutherford, 129.

Poisonous Plants :—Losses of Stock from, 548.
Police :—

Districts of Inverell, Bingera, and Warialda, 44, 293. 
Superannuation Fnnd, G3. ■
Quarters, Tingha, 79, 159, 351, 4G0.
Duties of InsjKsctors and Sergeants, under Licensing 

Act, on Sundays, 91.
City Courts, 129.
Protection, Prospect and Water-works, 1 S3.
Court, and Court of Quarter Sessions. 259.
Mounted Patrol for Moore Park, G12.

Police Magistrate :—
Penrith, 191,
■Walgett, 407, 580, G27.
Wollombi, 447.

Poll-tax on Chinese :—Statistics of, 10G, 4G0. 
Population :—

Proportion of Civil Servants to, 419.
Of Rraidwood District, G01.
Area, Wingen, G42.

Port Hacking :—
Closing waters of, against net-fishing, west of North

west Arm, 182.
Net fishing in, 219,

Port Jackson :—
Water frontages, 107.
Government steamers in, 53G, G05, 012.

Port Macquarie :—
Licensing Board, 239, 452.
Data respecting, required hy Sir John Coode, 387. 
Gaol, 393.

Portrait Gallery, (See “ Australian Portrait 
Gallery”)

Portal :—
Delivery of letters in Botany districts, 19.

Do Waverley and Bondi, 320.
' Do at Parliamentary Buildings, 575,

Suburban letter delivery, 2G.
Sunday delivery of letters, 30.
Extension of penny postage ^'stem, 33, 221, 304, 31G. 
Post Office, IMnoncc, 39,

Do Yass, 1S3.
Do Ballina, 243.

Applications for employment in Departments, 40.
Post and Telegraph Office, Botany, G3.

Do do Singleton, 86.
Do do Balmain, 307.
Do clo AVagga Wagga, 393.
Do do Leichhardt, 632.
Do do Burwood Railway Station,

329.
Rats in General Post Office, 78.
Conveyance of Mails between Railway Station and 

Post Office, Parramatta, 115.
Street in front of General Post Office, SG.
Mail Vans. Southern Railway Line, 8G.
Messrs. Robertson and Wagner, mail contractors, 158. 
Private letter-boxes, General Post-office, 183.
Transfer of clerks, temporary to permanent stall, 159,

221.

Post Office Carvings, 213.
Issue of Postal Notes, 225, 40G, 500.
Pacific Mail Service, 304.
Mail between Grenfell gud Sj-dnej-, 371,

QUESTIONS (corrijiner/):—
Postal {continued) :—

Classification of Assistants and Operators, 4G7, 
Metropolitan branch offices, 510,
Postmaster at Goulburn, 522, 537.
Fines in Department, 523.
Cost of establishing Money Order Offices, 544.
Money Order Branches at unofficial Post Offices, 554. 
Leave of absence to Post and Telegraph Masters, 554. 
Mr. South appointed Postmaster, Murrumhurrah, 599. 
Mail Train between Junee and Narrandern, 655. 

Phe-emfitve Leases Conversion of, into conditional 
leases, 3GG.

PnERS ;—
Railway passes to representatives of, 319.
Aceommo lation for, Parliament House, 401.
London—News of the Colony in, 406.

Printing Office. (See “ Government")
Prisoners :—

Short-sentenced, 23G.
Clemency to, in Jubilee Year, 2G3. '
Numbers in Coiony on certain date, 280.
Sentence on E. B. Holt, 307.
Under sixteen years of age, 452, 4G3, 4G8, 481.
Proposed release of Bertrand, 499.
Release of Patrick Hall, 605.
In Darlinghurst Gaol, 61S.

Prisons :—

Retirement of Mr, James Coumecn, 102.
Buildings, Trial Baj-, 1G1.

Prorate Office :—Delay in forwarding Wills from, to 
Supreme Court Office, 253.

Probationers In the Civil Service, 431.
Prosfect ;—

Alleged gambling at Camp, IGS.
Sir John Fowler's report on Dam, 103.
Police protection at, 183.
Reservoir,—number employed at, and medical atten

dance, 439.
Public Debt In 1880, 1881, 1882, 1SS3, and 1884, 59. 
Public Instruction Act, (Sec “Education”)
Public Schools. (See “Education”)
Public Tanks Caro and teasing of, 210.
Public Exfendituke For 1885, 53G.
Public Finances :—Information in reference to, GOG. 
Public Works Department r—

Employis in, 486.
Cost of furnishing bedroom fer Secretary fur Public 

Works, 649.
Pur.ijc AVorks :—

if embers of Parliament allowed to take contract plans, 
&c., for, 645.

Loans for, 336, G4G.
Publican :—Fined for serving drink to an aboriginal, 

312.
Punts. (See “Persies'')
Putney Public AANiarf at, 159, 324.
Ps-eman, Ganger Disrating of, 19.
Pyke, Mr. Magnus Josefii:—Member of the Colonial 

and Indian Exhibition, 22, 30, 92.
Pyp.mont Bridge Road :—Expenditure of grant, 235. 
Quarantine Ground:—Mr, W. II, Jennings’s Quarry 

on, 506.
Quf.anbeyan :—

Closed roads, 29.
Court-house, 44.
Arillage reserve, between Hoskingtown and, 75, 
Cattle-stealing in district, 172.

Queen's Warehouses Cost of, and revenue from, 197. 
Quixan, Mr. J. :—Inspector of Fisheries, 184, 191, 31G, 

351, 4G8, 538, 655.
Quirindi Payment to Mr. T. K. Abbott for inquiry 

at, 655.
Rabbits : —

Mr. Kramer's offer to exterminate, 492.
Disposal of skins, 575.

Rabbit Nuisance Act :—

Erection of Rabbit-proof fencing, 20-4, 330, 510,
Mr. T. H. Myring, Officer in charge of, 247.

Races :—Legality of “ Consultations” on, 548.
Railways

Trial survey, North Coast, 11, 117, 168.
Tenterficld to the Queensland Border, 11.

Do do Messrs. Stevens
R Co.’b Contract, 128.

Junction of Northern with Queensland Railway, 12, 
South Grafton to Glen limes, 12, 159.
Station and goods shed at Borenore, 12, 153, 514.

Do Tcmpe, 153, 297.
Do Macdonald Town, 22, 2G, 649,
Do Parramatta, 33, IS2(I), 324,
Do Bowral, 105.
Do Taniworth, 183,
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QUESTIONS (continued) :—
Ratjavays (continued) :—

Station, Windsor, 192, 491,
Do Ljndhurst, 210, 232.
Do Croydon, Level Crossing at, 244.
Do Allandale, 2S9.
Do Church-strcct, West Maitland, valuation of 

land near, 308,
Do Redfem, electric light at, 340,
Do Mount Victoria, 3S7.
Do Newcastle, 405.
Do Miciielago, 429, 440, 444, 448.
Do Wagga Wagga, Water Supply to, 455.
Do Tarago, 403.
Do Molong, 460, 514.
Do Hornsby Junction or Pearce's Comer, 477.
Do Junee, 4S2, 514,
Do Goulburn, Bathurst and Junee, 514.
Do Master’s Residence, Orange, 501.
Do Master, Albury, 605, 606 (*),
Do Masters, increase of salaries to, 618.

Stations, weighbridges or steelyards at, 330, 460, 514. 
Platform Meadow Flat, S3.

Do Harris Park, 191.
Do between Miuto and Campbelltown, 221.
Do Rhodes, 299.
Do between Petersham and Summer Hill, 530, 

579.
Siding, Cross Roads, Penrith, 4S6.
Employds—Uniforms for, 17.

Do Wages of, 18.
Do Hours of labour, 420.
Do Dismissal of, 204.
Do Union for protection of interests of, 187, 203. 
Do Penrith, 76, SO, 140, 203, 283, 297.
Do named Stuart, 448.
Do Nyngan, 612.
Do Annual increases to, 012, 618.
Do G. N. and N. W. Lines, 372, 405, 455, 471, 
477.

Blayncy-Murmmburrah Line, IS, 19, 228. .
Illnwarra Line, Lighting Stations on, 19, 482.

Do George’s River Bridge, 70.
Do Resumption of Land, 87, 09, 130.
Do Contracts for, 129.
Do Amount voted and expended on, 303.

Pay of gangers on South and South-western Lines, 19. 
Gauger Pyeman, 19.
Water Supply, Junee Junction, 20.
Orange to Molong, 22, 293, 500,
Excursion tickets, 22.
Jcrilderie to Deniliquin, 23.
IjOOD'lnie, St. Peter's to Liverpool, 23, 412, 415, 495. 
Glen limes to Inverell, 23, 168, 472, 489, 523. _ 
Inverell—comparison of routes viil Bundarra and via 

Glen Innes, 481 (»), 500, 515.
Steel rails, 26.
Steel tires and axles, 29, 57, 323.
Steel crank axles, broken or defective, 312.
Bridges,—Report of Royal Commission on, 30, 36,

_ 149, 158. 335, 352,
Bridge, Iron between Petersham and Summerhill, 384. 

Do over the Hawkesbury, 88.
Do over the Parramatta, 221,
Do Rocky Crossing, Narrabri, estimate for, 510. 

Special train from Albury for School, 34.
Do so-called Parliamentary, 303.
Do Ministerial, 477, 4S9, 492, 506.
Do carriage occupied by Mr. J, C.Ncild, M.P., 459. 

Special Engine used by Mr. Cass, M.P., 263.
Survey of Colo Valley, 39.
Oberon to Tarana, 43, 275, 431.
Refreshment-rooms Lessees, 49.

Do Penrith, 443.
Do Rents of, 419, 430.
Do do Northern Line, 430.

Workshops, Evelcigh, 55, 64, 87, 415(2), 459.
' Do Junee, 406, 649.

Alleged fruit-stealing from trucks, 57. 
Homcbush-Waratah—Supply of liquor to navvies, 57. 

Do Resumption of Land, 130.
Do Particulars of Contracts, 153.
Do Contracts and date of opening,

76, 207, 239.
Store labourers at Redfern, 57.
Pearce's Corner (Hornsby Junction) to Ball’s Head, 59.

Do do North Shore, 79,
-■ 472.495,536,612. 

and Tramway Advertising Company, 65.
Crossing at'Piper’s Ji’lat, 76. ”
Borenore to Forbes, 77, 132.
Wallcrawang and Mudgee, 85, 97, 129, 352.

Q
QUESTIONS (continued)

Railways (continued)
Mail Vans, Southern Line, 86.
Extension into the Citjr, 87, 158.
Sunday through train to Glen Innes, 91,
Loading trucks at Stations, 95.
Farmers Trains, 96, 97, 163.
Land Valuers—Leave of absence to Mr. James Byrnes, 

and appointment of Mr. F. S. M'Dormott, 96.
Land Valuator’s Office, work of temporary hands in, 

641.
Rates to Junee and Wagga Wagga, 99.
Mr. Midelton, Locomotive Overseer, 106, 352, 357, 509. 
Arbitration Clause in Contracts, 115.
Millers’ accounts, 130.
Frce-passes to officials, 131.

Do a Deputation, 264.
Do to the Press, 319.

Cooma to Bombala, 132,
Orange or Borenore to Forbes, vid Cudal, 132,
Loan Vote for trial surveys, 154, 163.

Do Votes—Return, 290, 348.
Loans for, and other Public Works, 336.
Suburban Trial Surveys, 161.
Sir John Fowler’s report on light, 163,
Report of Commissioner for 1885, 172, 236, 456. 
Department—temporary draftsmen, 172,
Extensions, 182.
Charge for unloading metal at Stations, 191.
Narrabri to Walgett, 192, 408.
Deviation through Narrabri, 500.
Department Fidelity Guarantee, 196.
Morning Train from Granville, 213.
Passengers to National Park, 219.
Suburban Passenger Traffic, 232.
Australian Combination Trucks, 235.
Subway under Lino at Alt-street, Ash Hold, 239, 259. 
Supply of Stone for building purposes on Great 

Western, 250.
Sheep Trucks—End-loading system, 283.
Locomotives purchased by Government, 290, 293.

Do and machinery, order for, 315.
Freights on farm produce, 316, 347, 348, 400.

Do on goods, per truck load, 332.
Do wool from Bourke, 472.

Conveyance of Parcels, 496.
Bridge, Guinea-street, Albury, 324.
Empty waggons despatched from Stations on Great 

Northern and North-western, 339, 431, 555. 
Actions against the Commissioner for loss by fire, 348. 
Operations of Mr. Barbour, M.P., with Department, 

366.
Charge for storage of goods, 372,
Outstanding accounts, 383.
Alleged frauds, 393, 451, 595.
Purchase of rails by New Lambton Colliery Company, 

401, 411.
Forbes to Wilcannia, 411.

Do Sleepers for, 612.
Gasworks—Purchase of, by Government from Mr. 

Castner, 4)1.
Payment of increases to Officers of the Department, 415. 
Friday train, Picton to Moss Vale, 419.
Rebate allowed by the Department, 420.
Dump-cars, 420.
Werris Crock to Gunnedah, 439,
Concessions and reductions in rates, 444.
Mr. C. E, Jamieson, draftsman, Survey Branch, 447, 
Second-class passengers by Express train—passenger 

traffic between Picton and Mittagong, 447.
Erection of goods sheds, Tamwortli, 452.
Surplus steam allowed to escape when trains aro 

passing under foot-bridges, 463.
Cost of running ordinary and goods trains, 464. 
Imported material, stock-switches, &c., 4S6. 
Combination Trucks, 487.
Return from, Granville to Goulburn, Goulburn to 

Albury, 491,
Acting Traflic Inspector, Wellington, 492,
Management of, 499.
Blayney to Bourke, 509.
Conveniences for long-distance travellers, 500. 
Trans-trucking goods between New South Wales and 

Victoria, 505.
Duplication of line, Granville to Liverpool, 510.
Repairs to rolling-stock, 523.
Fines in Depaitment, 523. _
Contractors, 536, 553,
Carriage of Fruit, Parramatta to Sydney, 543. 
Appointment of Mr. Downo as Assistant Locomotive 

Engineer, 544. '
Collision at AUandale Station, 548.
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QUESTIONS {continued) :—
' Railways [continued): —

Cases of embezzlement in Department, 579.
Deficiency in accounts, Glen Innes, C01.
Messrs. iTudson Brothers' Contracts, 579.
Narrandera to Jcrilderie, cost of, and returns from, 

591,
Tarago to Braid wood, GOSt2).
Mr. Deane, Engineering Branch, 017.
Trains between Junee and Narrandera, G31, C55. 
Engine sheds, Wellington and Dubbo, 482.
Audit of accounts, 482,
Mail train from Newcastle, 4S2.

Rakdwick :—
Tramway from Waverley, 3G, 203, 253, 320, 472, 525, 

G46.
Store labourers at Tramworks, 57.
Public School Buildings, 325.
Asylum, 430, 4GS.

Real PitorEnrY Act :—
Commissioners under, 181.
Appointment of Examiners of Titles, 3S4.

Relate :—Allowed by Pailway Department, 420. 
Reclamation :—Snail’s, White, Roselle, and Long Cove 

Bays, 129, 195.
Issue of deed for Mr, W. Banner’s, Watson’s Bay, 330. 

Recreation Ground. (Sec also “ Reserves”)
Botany, 87.
MuiTurundi, 87.
Enimaville, 172,
Bowno, 324.

Redi-ern :—
Park, 21.
Sewerage, 21.
Nuisance at, from Shea’s Creek, 43.
Disposal of nightsoii, 80,

Reductions in Salaries :—
Suggested, of Ministers, and the Judges of the Supreme 

and District Courts, 195.
Public School Teachers, 443.

Reformatory :—
Rookwood, 58, 63.
Conversion of N.S.S. " Vernon ” to a, 509. 

Rf.frkshmknt Rooms. (See ‘' Railways”)
Refunds :—

To applicants for land under the 28th section. Mining 
Act, 347.

Delay in paying, in Lands Department, 431. 
Registration of Death Refusal of, for want of 

medical man's certificate, I9G.
Reoistrak-General’s Office 

Hours open to the Public, 500.
Work given out from, 5G9.

Relief Works. (See “Unemployed”)
Religious Purposes :—Alleged Grant of Land for Church 

purposes in Waverley, 514.
Religious lisTARLisiiMENM. (See “Inspection”)
Rent :—

Paid by Government, for buildings used as offices, 184. 
For Pastoral Leases, in Western and Central Divisions, 

046.
Reporters :—Accommodation for, House of Parliament, 

401.
Reserves

Timber, near Cowru, 11.
Timber and Forest, Murray, Murrumbidgee, and 

Rdwards Rivers, 517, 555.
Waterloo, Alexundi-ia, and Botany, 21,
Penrith, 34,
Barmedinan, 44,
Grenfell, 50.
Village, between Queanbeyan and Hoskingtown, 75. 
Botanical, near Gosford, 87, 357,
Vegetable Creek Mining District, 95,
On resumed areas, 130, 4S5,
Wood’s Flat, 132.
Water, Brewarrana, 162.
Recreation, Bronte Bay, 112, 220, 312, 472.

Do Parramatta, 311,
Do Gundaroo, G18.

Marrar Run and County of Mitchell, 290.
Gunnedah, Tamwortli, and Murrurundi—cancellation 

of, 315.
North Shore and Middle Harbour, 329.
Gold-field, Cargo, 330.

Do Gundaroo, 495.
In FJectoral District of the Upper Hunter, 455.
Bottle Forest, 547,
Charge against Messrs. D. L. McKenzie and Weekes of 

monopolizing a Travelling Stock Reserve, 580.
Peel and Uralla Mining District, 544, GOG,

Reserve Corps (See “Volunteers”)

QUESTIONS (continued)
Reservoir at Prospect. (See “Prospect”) 
Resumption of Land 

Hlawarra Railway, 87, 99, 130.
Homebush Waratah Lme, 130.
City of Sydney, 1881--S6, 544.

Resumed Areas :—
Reserves on, 130, 4S5,
Maps showing leased, and of Runs, 521. 

Retrenchment :—In the Lauds Department, 308. 
Revenue :—

From Proposed Taxation, 192, 275, 298.
From Ad valorem Duties, 209, 256.
Fidelity Guurantec for Collectors of, 419,
Inspectors or Detectives, Tramway Department, 452. 

Rhodf.s:—Railway Platform, 299.
Richmond :—

Water supply, 3G.
Park, 297.

Richmond River 
Resources of, 408.
Survey of Bar, 510.
Improvement of Entrance to, 596.

Rifle Range :—For Volunteer Reserves, 197, 236, 244. 
Rifle Team to represent the Colony in England:— 

Subsidy to, 184.
Selection of, 221.

Rifles :—Supply of, to Volunteer Infantry, 12.
Roads :—

Wire fences on, 22.
Mudbank and Cook’s River, 25.
Newtown and Cook’s River, 25.
In the Qneanbeyau district, 29.
Vale of Clwydd, and Eskbank, 40.
Jolm-strcet, Singleton, to iliver Hunter, 53, 209. 
Springwood to Sassafras Gully, 60.
Superintendents, Muswcllbrook, 78, 115. 
Superintendent, for North Shore and Pittwater 

Districts, 531.
Trust, Parramatta, 105.
Parramatta to Rouse Hill, 105.
Greenwich, North Willoughby, 95.
Warialda, I'ici Vetinan to Goodiwindi, 139.
Inverell to Yetman, 140,
Abattoir, 192.
Mamre, 203.
Main North through Singleton, 204,
Through Bolwarra Estate, 228.
Parramatta, Johnston’s Creek Bridge, 231.
Pyrmont Bridge, through Sydney, Glebe, and Camper- 

down, 235.
Felltimber Creek to Carcoar, 203, 280.
Bulga, deviation, 289.
To Oberon, grants and expenditure on, 317.
Sydney to Globe Island and Balmain, 353.
Marked-Tree Line, Gundaroo, 358.
Geary’s Gap, Lake George, 358.
Sydney District—Employds on, 298.
Old South Head—Tram stopping places, 308, 321.

Do ■ Bellevue Hill to the Light-house, 311. 
Mr. Dunstone, late Superintendent, Casino, 303.
Vote for Subordinate, 397, 401, 452.
Reduction in Vote for 1886, 525.
In district of Inverell, 408.
Across Molouglo Plains, 448.
Molong to the Peabody, 49G.
Bowan Park to Cudal, 500.
Grenfell to Coolagong, 506,
Over Burragorang Mountain, 523.
Muswcllbrook to Merriwa, Pike’s Gap, 538, 
Muswellbrook to Denman, 538.
Through W. Coull's land, near Picton, 585.
In Wollombi Electorate, 603.
Expenditure on, in Braidwood District, 004,
Enmore, 612.

Robertson and Wagner, Messrs. :—Mail Contractors 
between Deniliquin and Hay, 158.

Rocket :—Life-saving apparatus, 298.
Rock Flat :—Township of, near Cooma, 231.
Roman Catholic Orphan School, Parrajiatta 

Expenditure on, 467, 486.
Claim of Church Authorities to, 4SG.
Rookwood :—

Reformatory, 58, 63.
Model Farms, 2G7,

Roselle Bay Reclamation of, 129.
Royal Commission:—

On Railway Bridges, 30, 36, 149, 158, 335, 352,
On the Liquor Licensing Law, 569, 625.
Water Conservation, 58, 96, 451.
Safety of Theatres and Public Hall’s 491.
Collieries, 517, 557, 580, 611.
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Q
QUESTIONS {continued)i 

Koval Naval Seajien's Home:—Promise of site for, 
anil assistance in building, 412.

Rui.es of Court :—Under Companies Act, 431.
Runs. (See “Chows Lasus”)
RtrsucuTTER’s Kay 

Sewer, 36, 78.
Baths, 91.
Low-lying land at, 452.

Rutherford Roukrt ;—Letter signed hy, complaining 
of decision of G nlgong Bench ot Magistrates—Charge 
against Mr. J. F. Biunkett, 129.

Kvav, Tham Maistenanct.-man Dismissal and re
employment of, 2S9.

Sackvili.e Reach Proposed Tramway from Windsor 
to, ;i23. .

Safety Cartridges ;—As ships cargo—fines inflicted on 
masters of vessels, 335.

Salaries ofCivil Servants. (See “Civil Service Act”) 
Sassafras Gully Road from Springwood, CO.
SCAFFOLDIKO :—

Accidents from, 59.
Appointment of Inspector, 340.

Do Newcastle, 537.
Schedules 

To Estimates, 347.
Of Insolvents, 443.

Scholarships Founding of, at University, 102. 
Scholastic Establishments. (See “ Inspection” ) 
Schools, (See “ Education”)

Scripture Teaching of, in Public Schools, 307.
Scrub Lands:—Upper Orara as special aren, 323. 
Seamen Royal Naval Home, 412.
Season Tickets i—On Tramways, 27, 78, 150, 4S9. 
Selections. (See “ Crown Lands”)
Sewerage :—

Parramatta, IS, 55S, 580, 603.
Redfern, Waterloo, and Alexandria, 21.
Completion of City and Paddington works, 22,
Claim of Messrs. Bcgg and Miller, 20.
Rushcuttcr’s Bay, 36, 78.
Railway Workshops, Eveleigh, 87.
Comber-street to Liverpool-street, Paddington, 91, 482. 
Sydney Water Supply and, 162.
Drainage of 'Western Suburbs, 316.
Bondi Sewer, 522.
Bourke-streot Sewer, 557.

Seymour Land sale, 58.
Shea’s Cheek :—Nuisance from, 43.
Sheep :—

Assessment under Diseases in Sheep Act, 455, 459. 
Receipts and Expenditure under Diseases in Sheep 

Act, 459.
Sheep-trucks :—Trial of end-loading system, 283.

Ship’s Cargo :—Safety Cartridges as, 335.
Shipping

Alleged unseaworthiness of barque “St. Lawrence,” 252. 
Alleged abuses, 263.

Shoalhaven :— ■
Land selected hy Mr. Carl Martin, 506.
Entrance to, at Crookhaven Heads, 627, 632. ’

Snoop ridge, Mr. W.:—Selections of, through the agency 
of Mr, Barbour, Camden District, 419.

Silverton :—Proposed Tramways to, from South Austra
lian Border, 231.

Singleton 
Coal Company, 35.
Road from Jolm-strcet to Hunter River, 53, 209,
Post and Telegraph Office, SO.
Cemetery, 289.
South-Common, 204.

Do Gowric-street, 267,
Main North Road, and John and Gowric Streets, 204. 

Skkrxe, William :—Preleasc of, Conargo, 536. 
Slaughter-houses :—

Inspector of, Penrith, 513,
Inspection of, 535.

Snail’s Bay :—Reclamation'of, 129.
Solomon, Mu.Temporary assistant, Military Depart

ment, 645,
South Head Old Road :—

Tram stopping-places, 308, 321.
Bellevue Hill to the Light-house, 311.

South, Mr. Appointed postmaster,Mumimbnrrah,599. 
Special Areas Under Crown Lands Act, 195, 323, 521. 
Special Train, (See “ Railways”)
Spirits :—

Inspection of, 64.
Ydine, &c,, consumed in Hospitals, Asylums, and 

Benevolent Institutions, 230.

ESTI0NS (continued):—
Spirits (contimie.d) :—

Importation of Concentrated Essences of, 397.
Gauging of, hy Customs Officers, 565.

Springwood:—Road to Sassafras Gully, 69.
"St. Lawrence,” Barijue Alleged unscaworthiness 

of, 252,

St. Peter’s and Liverpool Loop-line 
Construction of, 23.
Working plan for, 412.
Route of, 415, 495.

Stamp^ Sellers :—Amount owing to Government by.

Stamps Payment of Court fees by, 357,

Standard Paint Company Papers respecting supply 
of Paints by, 235.

Statistician, Government :—
Appointment of Mr. Coghlan, 394, 397.
Application of Mr. Byron for position of, 107. 
Department, 471, 487, 488, 492, 547, 580, 642.

Steam Yacht Alleged purchase of Mr. T. A. Dibbs1, 
by tiie Government, 23.

Steamers

“ Tomki ” and “ Star of the South,” leaving Macleay 
River Ports on Sundays, 168,

Government, Port Jackson, 530, 605, 612.
Steel Axles and Rails. (See “Railways”) 
Steelyards :—Or weigh-bridges at railway stations, 393. 
Stevens & Co. :—Railway Contract of, to Queensland 

Border, 128.
Stevenson, Mr:—Clerk of Petty Sessions, Kcmpsey, 

421.
Stock

Losses of, from noxious and poisonous plants, 548.
Charge against Inspector D. L. MlKenzie, 5S0.

Stock and Weather Reports :—Expenditure on, 518. 
Stone:—

Supply of, for building purposes on Great Western 
Railway, 256.

Quarry', on Quarantine Ground, 506. ■
Storage :—

Of gunpowder in building in Pitt-streot, burnt down, 
256, 204.

On goods arriving by railway, 372.
Stores :—Ordnance, Survey of, 64.
Strangers :—Sessional Order as to Exclusion of, 408. 
Streets :—Leading to Blackfrian? Public School, 209. 
Stuart, Sir Alexander :—Exhibition Commissioner in 

London, 64.
Subordinate Roads ;—Vote for, available, 397, 401, 452. 
Suburban

Provision for letter delivery, 26.
Railway Trial Survey's, 161.
Railway Passenger Traffic, 232.
Drainage of Western suburbs, 316.
Cost of Fire Brigades, 5S5.
Endowments to certain Municipalities, 613,

Subway. (See " Ashiveld”)
Sugar :—Duties on Australian and Fijian, 591.
Summer Hill :—Railway platform between Petersham 

and, 536, 579,
Sunday

Delivery of letters, 30.
Selling of Newspapers at Stannifer, 97.
Steamers leaving Macleay River Ports on, 168. 
Entertainments, concerts, &c., 591.

Superannuation Fund :—
Deductions, 57, 162, 239, 324, 329, 351, 460, 645. 
Refund of deductions, 320, 460,
Accounts, 92.

Supreme Court :—
Delay in forwarding Wills, &c., from Probate Office 

to Custodian of \\ ills, 253.
Case of Messrs. Forsyth & Co., 297.
Vacation, 366.

Surry Hills :—Land resumed for Albion-street School, 
459.

Survey
Office, Bourke, 228.
Refund of fees to conditional purchasers, 348, 349. 

Surveyor General’s Department :—
Lithographic printers under Civil Service Act, 12. 
Temporary Draftsmen, 167 (!)> 172, 316, 372, 472, 605. 
Duties of Surveyor-General, Deputy Surveyor-General, 

and Chief Draftsman, 181.
Money due to surveyors, 203.
Loss to, by removal or loss of corner-pegs, 244,
Leave of Absence granted to Mr. Robert McLean to 

enable him to edit an Atlas, 252,
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Q
QUESTIONS (Mnlmied)

Sueveyoe General’s Uefartment (confim/erf) : - 
Mossra, Harper and Millington, sent to Norfolk Island, 

404. _ i
New appointment in, 617.
Contract Uraftsmen, 651.
District surveyors, 431, 505.

Surveyors License Fees Disposal of, 58.
Suspension :—

Government officers under, 340.
Officer in Lands Department, 4S7.

Sydney -
Wood-paving in streets, 88.

Do Crown-street and Newtown Road, 132, 
Railway extension into the City, 15S.
Sewerage and Water Supply, 162.
Water Supply', 23, 34, 279, 297- 
Umversity, 69, 102, 181, 255, 405.
Hospital Buildings, 182.

Do Admission of Patients, 4GS.
Mint—Silver coinage, 366.
Road District—Employes, 298.
Export of coals from, 4S7.
Resumptions of land in, 18S4-C, 544.

Sydney Gua.mmah School Instruction in Training, 
High Schools and, 424.

Tam worth :—
Railway Station, 183.
Erection of Goods Sheds, 452.
Cancellation of Reserve at, 315.

Tanks Public :—
Care and leasing of, 210.
Charge for Water from Mount Hope, 220.

Tarauo:—
Railway Station, 463.
Railway to Braidwood, 605 f1)

Tarana Railway to Oberon, 43, 275, 43!.
Tarpaulin Shed •.—Comer of Castlcreagh and Devon

shire Streets, 92.
Tariuaro Bridge Over Namoi River, 407.
Taxation :—

Revenue from proposed specific duties, 192, 275, 298. 
Increase in, during the past font years, 196, 293.
-4<f rafomre duties, 209, 256, 276.
Land and Income Taxes, 225, 228, 276.

Taylor r. Barton :—Costs of action, 348.
Teachers. (See “Education")
Technical College 

Mr. D. T. Wiley, 208, 575.
Site for, Ultimo estate, 518.

Telegraphs (Sec also “Postal’'):—
Messages between N. S. Wales and Queensland, 12, 
Access to enclosed land by liue-rcpaircrs, 95, 
Classification of Operators, under Civil Sendee Act, 95, 

332, 467.
Employment of Females as Operators, 97.
Expenditure and receipts, Yetman Office, 140.
Delay in delivery of Telegrams, 149.
Fidelity Bonds, in Department, 150,
Cable between United States or Canada and Australia, 

183, 207.
Lattice-work and columns to carry lines along George- 

street, 184, 207, 214.
Cost of Government Cablegrams, 290.
Money due to Government for certain Cablegrams and 

Telegrams, 341), 348, 352.
Cash payment for Telegrams, 3GG.
Fines in Department, 523.
Cable communication until England, 543.
Leave of absence to Post and Telegraph Masters, 054, 

Telephones :—
Between Parliament House and Lands Office, 101.
In Parliamentary Buildings nndGovcrLiinentOffices,632. 

Tempe Railway Station, 297.
Temporary Appointments. (Sec “Civil Service’’) 
Temporary Compositors:—Government Printing Office, 

44. .
Temporary Draftsmen :—

Survey Department, 167 (s), 172, 316, 372, 472, 605, 651, 
Railway and Colonial Architect's Department, 172. 

Temporary Water Supply. (Sec “ Water Supply”) 
Tenders :—For Ironwork required by Government, in

vited in the Colony, 371.
Tent Hilt. :—Sale of Crown Lands at, 491.
Tenth upiELi):—

Railway from, to the Queensland Border, 11.
Public School, 12.
Petty Sessions cases tried at Armidale, Clcn Lines, 

Inverell, and, COO. '
Theatres :—Reportof Royal Commission on safety of, 491,

fESTIOXS (coi/Unml):— , .
Thompson & Giles, Messrs. :—Resumption of premises 

for new street in front of General Post Office, SO, 
Tiffin Boring Machine Bingera, 394.

Timber :—Alleged removal of, from Government land, 
by J. C. Ellis, 331.

Timber Reserve :—
Cowra, 11. _ _ _
In Murray' and Murrumbidgee electorates, 517, 555. 

Tingha :—Police Quarters, 79, 159, 351, 460.
Tinoneb :—Post Office, 39 
Toll-bar :—
Towing Deedge Punts ; —Contract for, Newcastle, 626. 
Town Common :—Balranald, 632, 650.
Township :—

At Doodle-Cooma, 227.
Concrang, or Rock Flat, near Cooma, 231.
Broken Back Bridge, 21.
Botany Road, 35.

Trainees. (See “Education”)
Tramways

Parramatta to Pennant Hills, Castle Hill, and Baulkham 
Hills, IS, 183.

Season tickets, 27, 78, 150, 489.
Botany, 29, 36.
Waverley to Randwick, 30, 203, 253, 320, 472, 523, 046. 
■Waverley to Bondi, 603.
Advertising Company, 65.
Holidays to Guards. 75.
Proposed purchase of, 85.
Workmen’s tickets, 92, 489,
Expenditure on, 162, 3CC.
Crown-street, 168.
Waiting-room, Park-street, 168.
Extension, to Hcharmel Estate, 214.
Proposed, to Silverton, from South Australian Border. 

231.
Waterproofs for Conductors, 284.
Overcoats for Conductors, 289, 451.
■Uniforms aud Overcoats for Employes, 569,603. 
Maintenance-man Ryan, 289.
Motors imported, 290.
Stopping-places, Old South Head Road, 308, 321.
North Shore, 347.
Actions arising from accidents, 348.
Special Conductors to watch collection of fares, 452. 
Employment of Andrew Cavanaugh after dismissal 

from, 452,
First and Second-class Cars, 492.
Windsor to Sackville Reach, 523.
F’incs in Department, 523.
Messrs. Hudson Brothers contracts, 579.
Forged Tickets, 603.

Trass-Trucking Goods;—Between New South Wales, 
and Victorian Railways, 502.

Travellers hy Rail :—Conveniences for long distance, 
500.

Training Schools :—Instruction in Sydney Grammar, 
High and, 424.

Travelling Stock Route :—Over Tarriara Bridge, 407. 
Trial Bay Prisons Buildings, 161.
Trial Surveys:—

Loan Vote for Railway, 154, 163.
Suburban Bail ways, 161.

Tumberumea :—Site for Presbyterian Church, 312. 
Tweed River :—Resources of, 408.
Typhoid Fever

Number of cases and treatment, 140.
In Distiict of Leichhardt, 251.

Unemployed •—
Employed by the Government, 187.
Relief to, by the Government. 382.
Engaged in Relief Works, 600, 631.

Unforeseen Expenses :—Detailed account of amounts 
charged to, 217.

United States. (Sec “Telegraphs")

University :—
Lectures by Dr Wilkinson. 59.
Founding of Scholarships. 102.
Professors and Tutors at, 181.
Appropriations in aid of, 255.
Examinations, 405.

Unneaworthy VESSELS Survey of, 55.
Upper Lankdowse River :—Bridge, 39.
Upper Hunter :—Reserves in Electoral District of, 45c, 
Uhalla :—Reserve in Mining District, 544, 606,
Ueana Local Land Board, 366, 485.
Vacation Of Supreme Court, 366.
V-ALP OF Cuvypp Road, 40,
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Validation of Mineral Conditional Purchases 
Introduction of Bill for, 561.

Valuation :—Of Land near Church-street Railway Sta
tion, West Maitland, 303.

Vegetable Creek Reserves in, Mining District, 95.
“ Vernon —

Particulars of, 30. _ _
Boys on board, who had been charged with or committed 

for offences against Criminal Law, 463.
Conversion of, to a Reformatory, 509.

Vessels
Unseaworthy, 55.
Overloading of, 55.

“Victoria Park Hotel,” Darlington Renewal of 
License for, 565, 5/0.

Vindin, Mr. H. E. :—Appointment of, as Superintend
ing Rabbit Inspector, 650.

Volunteers (See also “ Easter Encampments”) 
Supply of Rifles, 12,
Promotions in infantry Regiments, 22,
Money due to Bathurst Corps, 111.
Rifle Range for Reserves, 197, 236, 244.
Rifle Team to represent the Colony in England, 184, 221. 
Payments to Orange Corps, 227.
Snider Carbines to Public School Cadet Corps, 231. 
Reserve Corps, 236(J).

Do Cavalry Corps, 243, 297.
Wollongong Volunteer Artillery, 251.
Inverell Reserve Corps, 411.
Mr. A. S. Board’s Application for a Commission, 487,

Votes and Proceedings Cost of Printing and Bind
ing for 1SS5, 649.

Wagga Wagga 
Local Land Board, 366, 435.
Do. Do., Office, 595.

Post and Telegraph Office, 393.
Water Supply, Railway Station, 455.

Do Importation of iron-pipes for, 460.
Walgett 

Land Office, 407,
Railway from Narrabri, 192, 408.
Police Magistrate, 407, 586, 627.
Advertised Land Sale at, 514.

Wallerawang :—Railway to Mudgee, 85, 97,129, 352. 
Wanaarino :—Boring for Water on Bourke Road, 153. 
Waratah, (See “Homeeusii-Waratah Railway”) 
Warders in Gaols / —Leave of absence to, 64, 
Warialda

Police district, 44, 293.
Road, via Yetman to Goondiwindi, 139.

Water Augers /—Particulars of, 17.
Water Frontages :—

Port Jackson, 107.
P. Hayes’, Neutral Bay, 340.
E. Lord’s, Neutral Bay, 340.

Waterproofs :—For Tram-conductors, 284.
Water Supply/—(See also “Prospect”)

Cowra, 11, 132, 440.
Junee, 20, 348.
Sydney and Suburbs, 23, 34, 162, 279, 297.
Temporary supply to Sydney, 23, 26, 58, 59, 86. 
Richmond and Windsor, 36.
From the Nepean, 54.
Conservation Commission, 58, 96, 451.
Road, Bourke to Wanaaring, 153.
Canowindra, 1S2.
Mount Hope, 220.
Cudgelico, 307.
Orange, 316.
Hillston, 366.
Hunter River, 408. •
Wagga Wagga Railway Station, 455.
Importation of iron-pipes for, 400.
Junee Railway Station, 482.

Water Reserve :—Brewarranna, 162.
Waterloo 

Reserve, 21.
Sewerage, 21. ■
Tramway, 29.
Repair of Elizabeth-strect, 3i.
Nuisance at, from Shea's Creek, 43.
Park, 63.

Watson’s Bay/—Issue of deed for reclaimed land (Mr. 
W, Harmer's). 330,

BSTIONS (continual) :—
Waverley :—

Tramway to Randwick, 36, 253, 320, 472, 525, 646.
fDo. Bondi, 603.

Public Park, Bronte Bay, 112, 220, 312, 4/2.
Delivery of Letters, 320.
Alleged Grant of Land for Church Purposes, Waverley, 

514.
Weather and Stock Reports :—Expenditure on, 548. 
Weekes, Mr. :—Charge against, of monopolising a Tra

velling Stock Reserve, 580.
Weir :—Across the Lachlan River, Forbes, 586. 
Weighbridges —

Or Steelyards at Railway Stations, 339.
Molong and Borenore Stations, 460, 514.

Wellington :—
Railway Engine Sheds, 4S2.
Acting Railway Traffic Inspector, 492,

Wep.ius Creek :—Railway to Gunnedah, 439.
Western Division. (See “ Crown Lands”)
Western Suburbs :—Drainage of, 316.
West Maitland :—

Court-house, 280, 348, 544.
Valuation of land near Clmrcb-streot Railway Station, 

SOS. _
Amended By-laws of Municipality, 383.

Wharfage Rates /—Charged at Government Wharves 
in the various Ports, 213.

Wharves :—
Wingliain, 19.
Putney, Parramatta River, 159, 324.
Newcastle, 280, 307.

Wheat :—Importation of, 330.
White Bay:—Reclamation of, 129.
Wilcannia :—Railway from Forbes, 411, 612.
Wiley, Mr. D. T. /—Technical College, 298, 575. 
Wilkinson, Dr. :—Lectures by, at University, 59. 
William Henry Street ;—Bridge, 58.
Wills. (See “ Supreme Court”)
Willis, Mr. Arthur /—Appointments aud Increases of 

salary to, in Railway Department, 605, 606 (’J. 
Windsor :—

Improvement of McQuade Park, IS.
Lighting Government Buildings, 19.
Water supply, 36.
Lighting Railway Station, 192, 491.
Bench of Magistrates, 509, 025.
Tramway to Sackville Reach, 523.
.Site for Public School, 4SS, 526.
Site for Municipal Council Chambers, 653.

Wines r—
Inspection of, 54.
Spirits, &c., consumed in Hospitals, Asylums, and 

Benevolent Institutions, 236.
Wingham :—Wharf, 19,
Wingen :—

Conditional Purchase, 632, 646.
Population Area, 642.

Wiseman's Ferry /—Punt at, 78.
Wollombi :—
' Police Magistrate and Clerk of Petty Sessions, 447.

Roads in Electorate, 603.
Wollongong :—

Sale of Site of Old Public School, 106.
Volunteer Artillery, 251.
Miners’ imprisoned at, for alleged intimidation, 554, 

612, 645.
Wolseley Park, Gunnedah :—Trustees of, 214, 393. 
“Wolverene":—Future utilization of, 312. 
Wood-paving :—

Li Sydney streets, 88.
Crown-street and Newtown Road, 132,
Oxford-street, Paddington, 247, 506.
Parramatta Road, 431.
Circular Quay, 483.

Wood’s Flat:—Survey of Town and revocation of 
Reserve, 132. -

Wool :—Export of, 1880-86, 313.
Woollahra ;—Volunteer Fire Brigade, 352. 
Woolloomooloo Bay/—Electric Light for, 99, 168, 225, 

284.
Workmen’s Tickets:—On Tramways, 92, 489. 
Working Hours :—Employiis in Dredge Service, 101. 
Wright v. Bonnor/—Decision of District Court, it 

Mining Regulations, 187.
Yaks:—Pest Office, 183.
“Year Book of Australia”:—Purchase of copies by 

the (.iovermmmt, 252.
Yetman ;—

Road, Warialda to Goondiwindi, lid, 13!'.
Telegraph Office, M0.
Road to Inverz.1), 140,
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TOL. PACE.

QUTXi^, MB., INSPECTOR OP PISTIEKIES:—
Motion mnde (Mr. White), for all letters, papers, &c., respecting Biispenaion of, 82 3 Return t;

Order, kid on Tnble, ]28 ................................................................................................................ 2
Motion made (Mr. Target!) for reports by, respecting illegal net-fishing in Port Jackson, 100;

Jtetnrn io Order, kid on Table, 198 .................................................................. _.......................... 2
Motion made (Mr, Abigail) for copies of all letters, reports, minutes, &c„ referring to mimerom 

cbnrges made against, with a copy of letter of Mr. J. P. Abbott, on the subject, 058.
QUORUM (Seo “KO QUORUM.”)

899
695

R
RABBTT KUTSANCB ACT:—

Regulations, kid on Table, 27 .......... ............................ .................... .................................... .............. .
Petition from Runholders and others resident in the Northern portion of the Western Division of 

I,he Colony, representing that an invasion of Rabbits, which are fast spreading in their 
direction, is threatened, and praying for the erection of a rabbit-proof fence, presented, 325... 

An MIN ISTP.ATI ON OF :— _
Motion Mado (Mr. Meild), for Silect Committee to inquire into, and by leave withdrawn, 137. 
Motion made (ilfr. Neild), for Select Commitlco to inquire into, and Debate adjourned, 184 ; 

Order of the Day postponed, 193 j Debate further adjourned, 211; motion by leave with
drawn, and Order of the Day discharged, 333.

Mr. J. C. Crommklin:— _
Motion made (Mr Abboil) for all documents, reports, &c„ relating to the suspension and removal 

of, from position of Superintending Inspector of Rabbits, 185 ; Return to Address, laid on
Table, 229 .......................... ............................................................................................................ .

Mr. H. Vindin, Inspector or Rabrits i _
Motion made (Mr. Abbott), for copies of all papers relative to appointment of, and promotion as

Superintending Inspector, 188 ; Return to Address, kid on Table, 509.............. ........ .
RAILWAY LANDS COMPENSATION BILL

Motion made (Jlfr. Abbott) for leave to bring in, presented and read 294; Order of the Day 
discharged, and Bill withdrawn, 3C7.

RAILWAYS (See also “ GOVERNMENT RAILWAY BILL ”; also " BENNETT’S RAILWAY 
BILL”; also “TRAMWAYS”)
Report for 1885

Progress, hy the Commissioner, kid on Table, 248 ..............................................................................
Commissioner's on Railways and Tramways, laid on Table, 450............................................................

Buiuoes Inquiry Commission :— _
Reportof Royal Commission, with minutes of evidence, diagrams, and appendices, laid on Table, 534 

Alleged Erauds :— _ ^
Ministerial statement respecting, made by Sir Patrick Jennings, 316.

WnianT, Hlaton, and Co.
Return showing amount due by, for railway carriage, kid on Table, 20 ............................ ..............

Station Buildings at Bathurst, Dubso, and Orange ■
Return, kid on Table, 20...................... ..................................................................... ............................

Employes :— _ _
Return respecting pay of those engaged at Redfern, Eveleigh, and Darling Harbour, laid ou Table, 23 
Motion made (Mr. ‘Olliffe) for a return showing number and occupations of, who receive 

remuneration as night expenses when absent from Lome, 133. '
Return of, compelled to find a fidelity guarantee, kid on Table, 2G8...................................................
Return of, discharged from the service since let March, 1888, for causes otlier than misconduct,

laid on Table, 337 ...................................... ■.................................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Gould), for all correspondence, Ac., having reference to complaints of being 

paid less than full time, from locomotive drivers and firemen on Great Northern, 398.
To Burrowa:—

Pctilion from Yass, Tangmangaroo, Ac., in favom1 of lino from Bowning, presented, 31..................
Ga long to Burrowa :—

Plan, section, and book of reference, laid an Table (os Exhibits only), 5d4. _
Motion made (hir. Davies) for copies of all letters, papers, correspondence, and reports having

reference to the extension of, 548 ; Return to Order, laid on Table (not printed), 829 ..........
City Extension :— _

Return to Address (Second icasion, 1885), laid on Tabic (not. printed), 36 ; ordered to bo printed, 580 
Plan, section, and book of reference, kid on Table (as Exhibits only), 207; approved of, 533. 

Orange to Eorrf.s vid Cudal and Toooono :—
Plan, section, and book of reference, kid on Table (fir Exhibits), £07; motion made (Mr, Lyne) 

for approval, and amendment to examine Enginoer-in-Chicf at the Bar of the House, 533; 
amendment withdrawn and motion canned on division, 534.

Nakkadri to Moree:—
Plan, section, and book of referenco, kid on Table (as Exhibits), 208; approved of, 540.

Nyngan to Cobar:—
Plan, section, and book of reference, kid on Tablets Exhibits), 208 ; approved of, 534.

Ki am a to Jervis Bay. _ ...
Plan, Section, and Book of Reference of proposed line, Part No. 1, laid on Table (as Exhibits), 254; 

approved of, 416.
Message from Council for leave to examine a Member of the Assembly before Select Committee 

in reference to, and Message in reply granting leave, 515.
Plan, section, and book of reference of proposed line, part No. 2, laid on Table (us Exhibits), 593. 

CULCAIRN TO COEOWA :— _ *
Plan, Section, and Book of Reference, kid on Table (or Exhibits only), 435; approved of, 541. 

Gundaqai to Tumut:— i
Plan, Section, and Book of Reference, laid on Table (as Exhibits only), 435; approved of, 549. 

Tarago to Braidwood:—
Plan, Section, and Book of Reference, kid on Table (res Exhibits onf?), 435 ; approved of, 649. 

Grafton to Tweed River _
Plon, Section, and Book of Reference, Part No. 1, laid on Table (as Exhibits only), 470; motion 

made (Mr. Lyne) for approval of plan, Ac., 545; and amendment that matter be referred to a 
Select Committee having been negatived,—passed, 516. ,
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RAILWAYS (continued) :—1

GOULDUIIV TO CltOOK'VILL;—
Plan, section, biuI book of reference, laid on Table (aj IZjcItilih onl^), 514,

Glen Innes to Invbiieli :—
Petition representing that line to Inverell via Glen Innes is 60 miles longer than by Uralla, and 

for that and other reasons praying the adoption of the shorter and more direct route to
7 G01

Plan, section, and book of Reference, laid on Table (as JSxMbiU), 208 ; motion made (Mr. Lyne) 
for approval of plan, Ac., and amendment that Enginoer-iu-Ckief be examined at the Bar of 
the House having been negatived, passed, 546.

Trial Survet, Uralla to Inverell :—
Motion made (Mr, Inglts) for all reports, correspondence, &c., relative to, 1S5 ; Eeturn to Older, 

laid on Table (not printed), 398.
To Inverell :—

Return showing the grades and curves, from Uralla vid the trial survey line by way of Bundarra, 
and tn'u the Great Northern Railway from Olen Innes, laid on Table, 555 .............................. 7 609

Terminal Point op Great Northers, at Queensland Bonnint:—
Motion mado (Mr. Lee), for copies of correspondence, letters, minutes, &c., having reference to the 

living of, 48; Return (o Order, laid on Table, 110 .................................................................... 7 523
Tires and Axles :—

Motion mado (Mr. Jliyaif), for correspondence, reports, &c., respecting tender for, with Messrs 
Vickers & Co., or other British manufacturers, 01.

Refreshment Rooms :—
Petition against sale of intoxicating drinks at, presented, 80 ............................................... .............
Motion made (Mr. Sydney Smith)j foi' copies of all papers, &c., in reference to leasing of, 325. 
Tariff of prices, at, on l-lic Great Northern aud North-Western Railway, laid on Table, 435 ... .

2 8S9

7 615
Tickets issujid to Si>olf.to>'

Itctimi to Order {Second Se$sioni 18SG) laid on Table, 83 .................. ................. ............................ 7 Oil
Jl.LAWAEEA : —

Bet urn shouittp; pnrlieulars of land resumed for, laid on Table. 92, 248 .............................. ....... 7 517, 021
Motion made (Afr, IFilliumson), for copies of all correspondence in connection witii eon(met ot 

seel ion No. 3, 41(1.
Lawrence to Tknieiifiuld :—

Petition setting forth the advantages of, presented, 112 ...................................... ....... ....................... 7 665
Loan Votes :—

Motion made (Mr. Keild) for a Return showing the state of, at end of each year from 1860— 
1885, 13 G.

Fred Passjs—Stkcial Trains :—
Motion made (Mr. ATe.M) for Select Committee to inquire into the issue of, and running of, 137. 

Frfh Passes to School Children :—
Pctilion against the passing of any resolulion for conveying children free to schools other than 

those constituted by (he State, presented, 142 ............................................................................. 7 619
Motion mado (Af/\ Stoke*) in favour of isbuc of, amendment moved and negatived, original 

question negatived on division, 483.
Free Passes to Ofpecials;—

Koburn of particulars respecting the issue of, laid on Table, 555...,........ ........................................... 7 617
Suburban:—

Motion made (Mr. Neild) that the construction of a system of, is urgently required, adjournment 
of Debate negatived, original question negatived, 145.

Sub-way under Line at Alt-street, Abhfield ;—
Motion made (Af)\ y/etison) for all coTcspondcnec respecting, 163; Return (o Order, laid on 

Tabic, (not piloted) 261; ordered to bo printed, 459 .................................................................. 7 569
Light Lines :—

Sir Jobn Fowler’s Report, laid on Table, 168.......................................................................................... 7 2C3
Bridge over the IIawkesbi-ry River ;—

Motion made (Mr. Abbott) for all correspondence, tenders, plans, Ac., relating to, 185.
Homed vsn-War at a ji Line :—

Particulars of resumption of land for, laid ou Table, 24S...................................................................... 7 521
Messrs. Stevens and Co.’s Contract :—

Correspondence relative to, for Railway to Queensland Border, laid on Table, 193.......................... 7 535
Trial Surveys: —

Return showing the surveys upon which the vote for, lias been expended, and llio sums paid foi 
each survey, laid on Table, 216 ......................................................................................................... 7 567

Actions tor Loss by Fire against the Commissioner r—
Motion made (Air. Thompson) for a return showing particulars of, 229.

Extensions :—

Return showing estimated cost of preliminary work and amount expended on, sanctioned under the 
Public Works Loan Act for 1884, laid on Table, 26S. .................................................................. 7 615

Motion made (jtf)'. Mungcrford), that, a Commission be appointed to collect information and take 
evidence in connection with all Lines projected or to be projected with a view to extensions 
being curried out in the interest of the country only, and negatived, 314.

Orange to Molong—Blayney to Bourke.

Motion made (Dr. Hoss) for a return showing the revenue aud expenditure at the respective 
stations on these two hues, 281.

Motion made (Lr. Jioes) for a return showing the area of land resumed for railway Orange to
Molong, giving particulars, 291; Return to Order, laid on Table, 325 ......................................

Private Proi’erty rented by Drtartmext tor Oftices :—■
Return respecting, within the City of Syduev, laid on Table, 325 .............. ......................................

Si’kcial Farmers Trains :— *
Return of particulars respectsuR the running of, laid on Table, 350 .................................................

7 647

7 657

7 613
Pearce's Corner (Hornsby Junction) to Ball’s Head ;—

Copies of Correspondence, Jcc., on proposed, laid on Table, 350 ......................................................... 7 549
Miciielago Station :—

Petition from squutierj, farmers, selectors, graziers, traders, arlizans, and others, submitting 
reasons for adontimr another site for, preEcnlcd. 3S5...................................................................... 7 667

Cooma to Bombala ;—
Motion made (Mr. Harold Stephen), for Committee of the Whole to consider the desirability 

of immediately undertaking, anl debate adjourned, 411; Order of the Dav postponed, 433,1 
672, 658. ■ j
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"RAILWAl S (cxmlinvat):—

'Aeafho Man.ioeh’s Office :—
Motion made (Afr. Davies) for a return showing particulars of nil temporavv or permanent, appoint

ments to, during the year 1830, and of nil present occupants of ottice in, 493; Keturn to
7 497

IstPOBTED Material :—
Motion made (Mr. Hugh Taylor) for a return showing the number of sets of stock-switches, point- 

rods, chair-slides, and lorer-stands imported, with cost of each delirerod ready for use, 514.
Iforth Coast :—

Motion made (Mr. James Henry Young) for Committee of the Whole to consider dedrablcness of 
provision being made to proceed with, without delay, and debate adjourned, 519; Order of 
the Day, postponed, 572-, fi58.

Ejeptv Waggons employed os Great KoETiiEnN and North Western :—
Return respecting, laid on Table, 555 .................................................................... ................................ 7 595

Forbes to Wilcannia ;—
Copies of official correspondence relating to the action taken towards obtaining supplies of sleepers 

and permanent materials for liio Wilcannia end of, laid on Table, 558 ...................................... 7 605
Amendment moved (Mr, Sydney Smith), on going into Committee of Supply, expressing di-up- 

proval of the action of the Minister of Public Works in tuking steps 1o provide rails and 
sleepers for, before the plans and books of reference had been approred by Parliament, and 
negatived, 593.

TnEoron Uralla:—
Petition from residents of the district, complaining that the eastern boundary of tho Municipality 

is fenced in by the Great Northern Railway, and praying for uu opening across the line, pre
sented. OCG ...................................................................................... ...... ............... ............... . 7 003

Collision at A r,land ale :—
Motion made (Mr. Darns) for copies of all papers relating to (he inquiry into, 421 ; Return to 

Order laid on Table (not printed), 570.
Freight on Merchandise:—

Motion made (Mr. Dalton) for copies of all letters, reports, and other documents bavine reference 
to concessions made by the Department to Messrs. Barton and Goold, or others, 432, 

Freights :—
Motion made (Mr, Datiic.v) for copies of all correspondence referring to the introduction of

reduced ohargea on consignments o£ six tona in weight, with a statement of the extent, 1o 
which sue]] concessions hai’c been amici of bjr individuals ami the various carrying firms, 
with particulars and an estimate of the consequent loss to the Revenue, 500.

Removal of Workshops rnou Jctsee to Wagga Wagga :— ■
Motion mado (Afr. Abigail) for copies of all letters* minntes> &c., referring to proposed, logether 

with an estimate of the additional cost of carry ins on llic work at Wnireu Wftiicft, -tfO.
Workshops, Eveleigh;—

Return of information respecting cost of machinery in, Idiil on Table, 029 ...................................... 7 Gj9
Purchase of Rails by New Lambton Colliery Comtanv:—

Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of all letter?, papers or other documents in reference to, 
425 ; Return to Order, laid on Table (not printed), G29.

Station Masters :—
Return showing names of, with dates of first appointment, present salary and last increase, C5G ... 7 499

Uralla to Glen Innes :—
Motion made (Mr. Williamson) for a comparative statement of original estimate for, and amounts 

actually paid; and all papers, &e., in reference to the converdon of the contract by tho Bank 
of Now Zealand, and House counted out, 449, 450. '

Mrs. Catherine Bhiterly :—
Petition from, detailing tho circumstances under which her son lost his life whilst in the execution 

of his duty, as a Porter, at Blayney Platform, and praying favourable consideration in the 
premises, presented, 4G2..................................................................................................................... 7 C7t

Contracts with Messrs. Hudson Brothers:—

Motion made (Mr. Forsyth) for copies of all correspondence in connection with, and a return of 
all payments on account of, and negatived on division, 484.

Coal-rones,’ Darling Harbour :—
Minutes, correspondence Ac., respecting, laid on Table, 65G............. .................................................... 7 G41

Evaxb Combination Truck
Correspondence, minutes, relating to, laid on Table, 020............................................................. 7 021 ’

RANDWICK. (Seo '‘TRAMWAYS” also “ASYLUMS”)
RANDWICK CEMETERY UNUSED LANDS SALE BILL

Petition presented (Mr. Tarrant), for leave to bring in, 300; leave given, presented and read 1°, 
304; referred to Select Committee, 308; Report brought up, 325 ; read 2°, committed. 8 9G5
reported without amendment and report adopted, 425 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 
432 ; returned without amendment, 461; assent reported, 478.

RANDWICK CHURCH LAND SALE BILL
Petition presented (Mr. Day) for leave to bring in, 11G ; 02nd Standing Order suspended, 134; 

leave given, presented and read, 1°, 135 ; referred to Select Committee, 141; Report brought 
up, 155 ; Order of the Day postponed, 175, 207, 211, 257 ; read 2°, committed, reported 8 973
without amendment and report adopted, 295; road 3°, passed and sent to Council, 300; 
returned without amendment, 344; assent reported, 301.

REAL PROPERTY ACT
Particulars respecting tho Responsibilities and Duties of the Commissioners and Examiners oi 

Titles under, laid on Table, 185.............................................................................. ......................... 8 1101
Returns under, for 1885, laid on Tabic, 354 ................................. ;....................................................... 8 1103

Application for Amended Certificate of Title :—
Motion made (Jlfr. Abbott) for copy of, of certificate vol. 70, folio 237, together with copy of such 

certificate and all papers, reports, <tc., respecting, 193 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 233... 8 1105
RECOMMITTED :—

Bills, 362, 434, 479, 526, 534, 5S3, 597.
REFRESHMENT : —

Committee :—
Sessional Order passed, 47.
Names added to, 142, G33.

Room :—
Motion made (Mr. Thompson) that no intoxicating drinks be sold in, except at meal-times, and 

House counted out, 314.
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REPIUilSIIMENT (continued):—

Railway, Rooms :—
Petition against calc of intoxicating drinks at. preBented, 80 .............................................................
Morion made (Mr. Sydney Smith) tor copies of all papers, &c., referring to the leasing of, 325,
Tariff of prices, on Great Northern and North-Western llailwajs, laid on Table, 435 ......................

REFUNDS ON CONDITIONAL PURCHASES (Sec "CROWN LANDS")
REGISTRARS OF R1RT11S, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES:—

CorNTY OP CCMBEIiLANB :—
Motion made (Mr. .Bowman), a return showing namcr, salaries, and fees received hy, and wketho

holding any other Public Odiee, 185 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 220..............................
REGULATION OF FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS RILL:—

Motion made (Dr. Benwiclr), for Committee of tho Whole, 48; Order of the Day postponed, 
51, 7G; House in Committee, resolution agreed to, presented and read l0, 94; Message from 
Governor, recommending, 134; Order of the Day postponed, 130, 140, 189, 193, 211, 220, 
278 ; read 2° and comniilted, 398 ; further consideration in Committee, Point of Order taken 
whether, having been introduced by an nnofllcial Member, tho Bill can be proceeded with hi 
a Responsible Minister, unless classed as a Government measure, reported to and decided hj 
Speaker, 502; further considered in Committee (as a Government measure), reported witli 
amendments, and report adopted, 602 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 007. 

REGULATIONS :—
Laid on Table;—

Government Domains, Botanic Gardens, and Garden Palace Grounds, 13, G9, 97, 109 ..................
Prepayment of Telegrams by Postage Stamps, 13 ....................................................... .......................
“ Collect” Telegrams, 230 .......................................................................................................................
Rabbit Nuisance Act, 27 .........................................................................................................................
X m ported StockActs,27, 593.,............................................................................................ ....................
Diseases in Sheep Acts, 27.........................................................................................................................
Pastures and Stock Protection Acts, 27 ................................................... ............................................
Public Instruction Act, 31.......................................................................................................... .............
Fire Brigades Act, 40, 74 (2), 128, 248, 422, 489 ................................................................................
Crown Lands Act of 1834, 44, 92,97, ISSf1), 295, 301, 481, 507..........................................................
Public Watering Places Act, 74 .............................................................................................................
Amended, for working Telegraphic Lines, 92........................................................................................
Mining Act further Amendment Act, 133 ............. . ............................................................................
Government Savings Bank, 142 ............................................................................................................
Timber and State Forests, 469 .................................................................................................................
Pricklv Pear Destruction Act, 656 .......................

REMOVAL'FROM THE HOUSE:— .............................................................................
The Honorable Membke Ton MoiirBin, Mb. Wisdom ;—

By the Sergeant-at-Arms, on the direction of Mr. Speaker, 389.
Motion made (Mr. Poster) that the removal and exclusion of, by the Speaker, without the Order or 

Resolution of the House, were contrary to the Law and Usages of Parliament and the Privileges 
of this Houro—amendment moved (Mr. JUanf) to substitute other words in the resolulion, 
402; amendment and motion, ns amended, carried on division, 403.

By the Scrgeant-at-Anns, under warrant issued by Mr. Speaker, COS.
RENTS (See “CROWN LANDS” aRo GOVERNMENT”)
RENWICK, THE HON. ARTHUR, M.D.:—

Accepted office ns Minister of Public Instruction, teat as a Member for Redfern declared vacant. 
126 ; issue and return of writ reported, sworn, 127. '

REPORTS (See also “NO REPORT”):—
Laid on Table —

Public Charities, 13, 660 ....................................................................................................................
City of Sydney Improvement Board (Sixth), 13 ............................................................................

Do do (Seventh), 606 .........................................................................
Universitv, for 1884,15.............................................. .................................

Di 1835, 473 ..........................................
Museum, for 1884, 15.................................. '

Do 1885,478 .................................................’ ......
Vital Statistics (29th), 23........................................................................ ........................ i '
Deportment of Mines, for 1835, 222 ...........................................................................................

Do Forest Branch, 27, 416 ............................................... .................................
Do Stock and Brands Branch, 373 .....................................................................
Do Public Parks Branch, 461 ......... ..................................................................

Lands Department, for 1S8 4, 27 .................................................................................................... "
“ Vernon,” 27, 656 .................................................................... '...............!!!'",
Fire Brigades Board, 40................................................................................................................. ’

Do for the year 1885, 313 .................................. .................................................
Do Deniliquin, 208 ..............................................................................
Do Grafton, 385 ....................................................................................................
Do Goulburn, 385...................................................................................................
Do Forbes, 561........................................................................................................

Dengue Fever, 55 ...............................................................................................................................
Royal Cominbaion on Conservation of Water, 69..........................................................................

R° do (second), 354 .............................................................
Special, from Auditor-General as to transfer of £275,000 from Consolidated Revenue Fund to

Treasurer’s Advance Account, in anticipation of the sanction of Parliament, 74.....................
Police Department for 1885, 74 ..........................................................................................
Police Reward and Superannuation Funds, 79 ................................................................................
Immigration Agent, as to hiring of Immigrants por s.s. “ Parthia,” 74.........................................

Do for 1885,128 .............................................. ............................................ |......
Board of Audit on Public Accounts, 74, 128 .....................................................................................
Third Report on Creation, Inscription, and Issue of Stock, under Inscribed Stock Act, 74 ..........
Dr. Tucker s on Hospitals for Insane visited by him under the circular letter of the Colonial

Secretary, 107 ................................................................................................
Sydney Grammar School, for the year 1884, 111 ................................
Free Public Library for 1885-86, 128................................................... ......................... '
Civil Service Board, First, for 1885, 128.................................................................. .....................
Vaccination, for 1883, 205............................. . , ..................................

Do 1884,205....................”,............................................................................................
Do 1885,128........................................................

vagi:.
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619
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41 
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999 
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1087 
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593, C57 
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385 
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69,109 
1 
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1

569, 575 
025 
953 
093 
989 
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387 
949
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325
443
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VOIi. pact;.

E
REPORTS (cojifiiiiicrf):—

Laid on Tahle (conlinited) ■.—
) A;4 1

6 991
i 2G3
2 493

Superint^ndonb of Electric Telegraphs on Reduction of Rates for Cablegrams and Duplication of
7 9S9
7 675
7 J
7 3
4 585
2 741
5 G71
5

Do do (Third), G32; Appendix, GOO ......................................................... 5
4

871
91.3

4 017
2 727
3 SO!)
7 701
2

T>f> do ' 1885 469 ................. ................................................................ 2 581
4 953

Kojal Commission on StAbility of certain Bail way Bridges, &c.j with Minutes of Evidence,
7 2GS
2 483
G 21
4 OGT
2 719

From: Eeeotionk and Quauhoatiosb Committee:— 2 51
2 63

EeOM SeJ-RCT COM^UTTEES i j -
Baling of Speaker* (hot "Beports brought up in ft previous Parliament ought not to be adopted, 51. 
Amendment on motion for adoption of* Privilogo—Mr. Melville, M P., that question bo referred 

bock for further inquiry and report* 120. ^ .
Appointed to inspect Journals of Legislative Council as to proceedings on Sydney Corporation Act 

Amendment Bill* 240.
1049

1 1009
- 8 731

SolJ 815
> „ 109

3 145
737

1117
1073

905
899
973
995

■ 8 785
TTot- rifto Hill l-Tft ..................................................................................... 835

715^AIUIVIA t/J. —, * « ................................................................
SG3
869

1055
875
911
959

5 235
"| 777

829| 743
1- 8 757

939
933

Bird Estate Bill, 314................................................................................................................................. J
G

769
1075

Rondwick Cenietery Umiaod Lande Sale Bill, 325 ..................................................... ...........................
Sfc Stephen’s Church of England Bnrgonagc Campcrdown Land Sole Bill, 32G .............................
Cooina Church of England Parsonage Bill, 332....................................................................................
Mrs. Payton’s Estate Leasing Bill, 343 ..................................................................................................
Inverell Church of England Land Sales Bill, 367................................................................................
Bowenfels Coal-mining and Copper-smelting Company’s Railway (Sale and Vesting) Bill, 369 ..

1

■ 8

965
1019
807
837 ,
849
799

1001e 243
A 723

Willoughby and Gordon Tramway Bill, 435............................................................... ......................
Mudgec Gaslight, and Coke Company’s Bill, 415 ................................................................................
Claim of Charlffi Steven?, 44S , ......................................................................................................
Bliarmaceuticni Socialv of New South Wales Incorporalion Bill, 456 . ........... .
Vomith Water nnci Gny Supply Bilh 473 ............ ............ .
Sdverton Tramway Bill, 496.......................................................................................... .................

Is

5
)
X 8

1061
893
253
951
945
979
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R

BEPORT8 (continued) :—
JiAil> ox Table (continued) :—

Claim of Mathew Mlror to a Tin-mine nt Pheasant Creek, 497
lllawarni Steam Ravigntion Act Amcmiment Bill, 500.................
Sydney Mechanics School of Ails Incorporation Bill, 511 ....... '
Settled Estates Bill, 519 ................................................................
Borough of East St, Leonards Wharves Bill, 532...............
Crook-well Roman Catholic Church Land Sale Bill, 607

RESERVES
Qceanbbtan Recreation:—

Motion made (Mr. O’Sullivan) for accounts and papers in reference to. 61.
LurcnHARDT:—

Motion made (Mr.lZairttonie) for all correspondence on the suhjectof appointing Trustees for, 93 
Glen Inkes Land District 6 ’

Return to Order (Second Sension, 1885), laid on Table, 133 ..............................................................
JIarrar Bd.v and Countt or Mitchell, Parish of Beeavarhanna :— ................................................

Motmn made (Mr. GoraiL,) for copies of all reports, papers, Ac., referring to, 210; Return to

In the Colony :— .........................................................................
Circular sent to the District Surveyors to report on, laid on Table (not printed), 133.

OUNNEDATT, lAlTWOUTir, AND MUftKURUFDI
Return showing cancellation of, during May and June, 1886, laid on Table, 406 ...........................
Supplementary Return of the area availnblo within Reserves cancelled, from 1st janonry to 31st 

May, 1SS6, laid on Table, 507 .....................................
Timber and Eorest, on the Murray, Edwards, Wako'ol” B illabungj'and 'Mumumbi'dgle

IvIVERS :—
Return respecting certain, laid on Table, 519..........................

Bottle Eorest:— ’
Particulars of oppBcations for portions of, laid on Table, 555 

Proclaimed on Resumed Areas: —
Motion made (Mr. Wall) for a return showing the number and extent of, since tho Crown Land' 

RESIGNATION-- CamC l“t0 0I)eration> and nanles of tho °'xncrs of ruu5 on which proclaimed, 570.

Of a Member, reported, 259.
Of otlice of Chairman of Committees, 131, 381.
Of Office of Colonial Secretary, by Mr. Dibbs, tendered and not accepted,—Ministerial Statement 

474,48j. 1
Of Sir John Robertson, K.C.M.O. :—

Receipt of letter, reported by Speaker, and, on motion of Sir Patrick Jennings, entered on rccordi 
ol the House, 331. -

RESIGNATION OP THE MINISTRY—MINISTERIAL ADVICE TO THE GOVERNOR:- 
Correspondence respecting, laid on Table, and read by Clerk. Ill ‘

RESOLUTIONS (See also "FINANCE”) J ................................................
Required to be put, seriatim, negatived, 378.

From Committee of the Whole : —
Recoteet’ 333 W‘ ^ ^ ^ ^ 290, 3G0, m‘ 435’ 43G(1)l U1’ 445> 5U’ G50> 5C2> f15^'

Agreed to, 94, 147, 212, 262, 287, 200, 333, 369, 426, 435, 430(3),437, 441, 415, 511, 550, 562,657 
From Committee of SurrLY’ J ' 

Reported, 80, 113,136, 165, 200, 261, 326, 404, 480, 576, 630, 647.
Received, 633,
Agreed to, 81, 113, 136, 165, 200, 261, 326, 401, 480, 576, 638, 647.
Motion iimlc (2fr. Garrelf) that a Resolution bo disagreed to, G33,

Fboic Committek or Ways asd Mjjaxs 
Reported, 81,113, 136, 200, 237, 254, 2G2, 292, 300, 326, 404, 480, 576, 038, 047.
Received, 269, 309, 643,

'! ** "«■ “* Ke' »•
RESUJIPTION OF LAND (Sec also " CROWN LANDS”; also “MINING”) —

Hunter Riter District Water Supply:— ''
Notification of, laid on Table, 15 ...............................................................

Water Supply, Sydney and Suburbs :—- *...................................
Notification of, laid on Table, 13 ..............................................................

Wharf Accommodation, West Kemfsey ................ ... ...........
Notifications of, laid on Table, 13..............................................................

Public School Purposes .......................................................................................
p^S^011 Tabl(’’15' 7i‘m'128j 220j 291,3S5, 'W2’478'49f5, 502, e33’631

Abstract of, laid on Table, 68 ............. ................................................
Illawahba and Homeeubh-Waratah Railway;— ....................................................................

Particulars of, laid on Table, 24S................................................................
Sewerage Purposes :— ...........................................................................

Notification of, laid on Table, 367 ............................................
Approaches to Bridge over Mandurama CrkkkV— ......................................................................

Notification tf, laid nn Table, 489 ..................
Approach to "Spit” Ferry, Middle Harbour ...........................................................................

Notification of, laid on '[’able, 507 ..................
RETICULATION PIPES (See “WATER SUPPLY”)...........................................................................
REVENUE (See “FINANCE " also “CROWN LANDS ACT ")
RIFLE TEAM;— ^ }

To Represent the Colony at Wimbledon —
ROADS—6S1’'>ndmC° reEpecU"s 6,10 !!clei'ti011 of proposed, laid on Table, 216 ..................................

Trust Accounts —
For half-years ending 30th June and 31sl December, 1883 and 1834, laid on Table, 56.................

Hoskingtown to Bunoi:ndork — 18jJ 318..................
potion made (Mr, Q'Sidln-ai), for copies of reports and coirrspondynec relating to closing of, 65

VOL. page.

1079
813

1029
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823
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G95
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E

EOAB3 (continuer}):—
Felltimbeb Creek to Cabcoar

Return to Older, laid on Table in Second Session, 1885, ordered to be printed, 89 ; Further Return
to Order (Second Session, 1885), laid on Table, 160 ................... ..................................................

Leave given to Clerk to return to the Department of Public Works, the two Returns to Order 
laid on Table, 414,

Opening of, The Islands to Cowba :—
Motion made (Mr. Jiaker) for all correspondence, &c., relative to application of people of Cowra

for, through the Binnie Estate, 154 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 203 ...............................
Messrs Hayes and M'Fadden’s Contract, Nynoan :—

Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for particulars of, referring especially to an accident to J. L. M'Callum 
through the burning instead of chopping down trees, 188; Return to Order, laid on Table 
(not printed), 216.

Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of all correspondence, &c., in connection with the accident
to J. L. M'Callum during the execution of, 291; Return to Order, laid on Tabic, 350 ...........

Claim op Mr. John Noble :—
Motion made (Mr. &ould) for copies of all papers, minutes, reports, plans, Ac., having reference 

to, for compensation for fencing the deviation in the road from Goorangoola to tho Great, 
North Road, where it posses through his land, 247.

Between Q.ueanbeyan and Kiandra:—
Motion made {Mr. O'Sullivan) for Committee of the Whole (o consider resolutions advocating 

tho construction of and erection of a Bridge over the Murrumbidge River, and by leave with
drawn, 258.

Superintendents :—
Motion made (Mr Abigail) for copies of all letters, minutes, reports, sworn declarations, or other 

documents, relating to the work and accounts of tho Superintendents of tho Wiseman’s Ferry, 
Tweed and Richmond River, and Hartley Districts, from 1884 to date, 276; Return to Order, 
laid on Table (not printed), 489.

SunOBDINATE:—
Schedule showing classification and proposed distribution of Yote for, under officers of Roads

Department, laid on Table, 284..........................................................................................................
Schedule showing classification and proposed distribution of Vote for, under Trustees, laid on

Table, 291 ..........................................................................................................................................
Oyer Bueragorano Mountain :—

Motion made (Afr, Targett) for copies of Mr. Jolm S. Kent’s confract for construction of, with all 
plans, schedules, measurements, and correspondence, in connection therewith, 432; Return to 
Order laid on Table (not printed), 606.

Bowan Pabk to Cudal:—
Information respeoting, laid on Table, 606...............................................................................................

ROBERTSON, THE HON. SIR JOHN, K.C.M.G. (See also “ SIR JOHN ROBERTSON GRANT 
BILL ")

Formation of Now Administration by, announced, 72; accepted office ns Colonial Secretary and 
Premier,—motion made for vacation of seat, amendment moved and negatived,—seat ns a 
Member for Mud gee declared vacant, 72 ; issue aud return of writ reported, sworn, 73. 

Ministerial Statement made by, 74, 90, 109, 115, 118, 120.
Motion made (Mr. Thompson), that Sir John Robertson be now heard (a second time), 100. 

^Receipt of letter rcsigeing bis coat as a Member for Mudgoo, reported, and on Motion of Sir 
Patrick Jennings, entered on records of the House, 331; sent declared vacant, 331.

Motion made (Sir I’atriclc Jennings) for CommiLLoe of tho Whole to consider resolution in favour 
of granting to, a sum not exceeding Ten thousand pounds, in view of his long distinguished 
and patriotic services, 349; Message from Governor recommending, 368; Motion made 
that Speaker leave the Chair, 368; House In Committee and resolution agreed to, 369, (For 
further proceedings see “ Sir John Robertson Grant Bill.”)

ROSS, MR, (See " PRIVILEGE’')
ROSSI, CAPTAIN F. R. L. (See “ST. SAVIOURS GLEBE LAND LEASING BILL”)
ROMAN CATHOLIC ORPHAN SCHOOL (See ” ORPHAN SCHOOLS, PARRAMATTA ”} 
ROYAL COMMISSIONS

Motion made (Mr, Jlarold Stephen) for a Return showing number and cost in detail of all, 
appointed during the past ton years, 558.

Conservation ok Water :—
First Report of Commissioners, laid on Table. 69.......................... . ..............................................
Second do do 354 ..............................................................................

Stability of certain Railway Bridges :—
Report of, together with Minutes of Evidence, Diagrams and Evidence, laid on Table, 534.......

Collieries :—
Report from, on the Accidents at Lithgow Valley Colliery, laid on Table, 383..................................

_ Do do Ferndale Colliery, laid on Table, 506.............................................
Copies of, issued in connection with the accidents at Lithgow Arallcy and Ferndale Collieries, laid

on Table, 558 .....................................................................................................................................
Third Report of, laid on Table, 652................................................. ........................................................

Do Appendix to, laid on Table, 660 ..................................................................................
RULINGS OF SPEAKER (Sec also “ SPEAKER ”) 51, 04, 110, 249, 257 (5), 265, 278, 309, 380 (2), '

389, 457, 502, 5U(2), 533, 544, 507, 583, 523.

7

7

7

7

7

7
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6

7
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5
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5

PAPERS,

PAGE.

721,739

741

707

701

745

387
949

265

671
785

1053

871

s
SALE OF INTOXICATING DRINKS AT RAILWAY REFRESHMENT ROOMS

Petition against, presented, 80 ............................................................................................... .................. 2
SAND-DRIFT RECLAMATION (See "NEWCASTLE SAND-DRIFT RECLAMATION BILL")
SAN FRANCISCO MAIL SERVICE (See “ POSTAL ”)
SAVINGS BANK (See "BANK”)
SCHOOLS (See "EDUCATION”)
SCHOOL OF ARTS (See "SYDNEY MECHANICS SCHOOL OF ARTS INCORPORATION 

BILL ”)

88

1037—1
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s

papers.

VOL. PAGE.

SCHOOLS OF MUTES:—
Motion made (Mr. Shepherd) for Committee of the Whole to consider resolutions in respect to, 

278; House in Committee, resolution reported and agreed to, 296. I
_ SCRATCHLEY, HIS EXCELLENCY SIR PETER, K.C.M.O.| 

Motion made (Mr. Dibbs) expressing condolence with Lady Scratchlcy, on death of, 49; acknow
ledgment reported, 71 I

SEAMEN (See “ABUSES IN CONNECTION WITH THE SHIPPING- OF NEW SOUTH1 
WALES ”)

SELECT COMMITTEES (See also “ REPORTS 
Balloting for, Sessional Order passed, 4d.
Yote of Chairman on private Bills ; Sessional Order passed, 46.
Ruling of Speaker on adoption of Reports brought up during previous Parliaments, 61.
“ Privilege—Mr. Melville, M.P.,” Report referred back for further inquiry and report, 120. 
Petitions referred to, 359, 402, 4G9, 618, 581, 592.
Abstract of Standing and, appointed during the Session .....................................................................

Payment of Members of, on Private Bills :—
Motion made (Mr. W. J. Fergussori) for Committee of tho Whole to consider resolutions, 413; 

Order of the Hav postponed, 426, 572, 658.
SELECTIONS (See “CROWN LANDS”)
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS:— '

Removes Honorable Member for Morpeth, Mr. Wisdom, from the Chamber, 380.
Speaker issues his Warrant to, committing the Honorable Member for Morpeth to custody of,— 

takes the Honorable Member into custody and removes him from tho Chamber, 608. 
SERIATIM

Motion that resolutions bo put,—negatived, 378.
SESSIONAL ORDERS passed, 45, 46, 47,142, 222, 254, 539, 633.
SETTLED ESTATES BILL

Motion made (Mr. Septimus Stephen) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 107 ; Order of 
the Day postponed, 130, 212; motion made for 2°, and amendment, that Bill be referred to 
Select Committee, curried, 241; Report brought up, 519 ; read 2^, committed, reported 
without amendment, and report adopted, 571; recommitted, reported 2° without amendment 
and report adopted, 583; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 587; returned without 
amendment, 613 ; assent reported, 629.

SEWERAGE PURPOSES
Notification of resumption of land, between Great Barcom and Liverpool Streets, for, laid on

Table, 367 ......................................................................
SHEEP ACTS (See “ DISEASES IN SHEEP ACTS ")
SHEPHERD, MR. JOHN:—

An Honorable Member for East Macquarie :—
Called to Order, and declining to submit to the authority of the Chair, named by Mr. Speaker,— 

whereupon heard in his place and apologised to tho Chair, 440.
SHIPPING ABUSES (See " ABUSES IN CONNECTION WITH THE SHIPPING OF NEW 

SOUTH WALES ”)
SHIPPING OFFICE, GOVERNMENT

Motion made (Mr. Hums) for a return showing the number, the gross and net tonnage, the 
shipping fees paid by, and other particulars, of Colonial Steamers which have shipped their
crews through, 232 : Return to Order, laid on Table ..........................................

SILYERTON TRAMWAY BILL :—
Petition presented (Mr. Burn/!) for leave to bring in, 434; leave given, presented and read 1°, 448; 

referred to Select Cemmittee, 453; Report brought up, 496; read 2°, committed, reported 
with amendments, and report adopted, 571; read 3° and passed, 680 ; and sent to Council, 
581; returned without amendment, 613 ; assent reported, 628.

SIMPSON, MR. GEORGE BOWEN :—
Accepted office as Attorney-General in Sir John Robertson’s Administration, 72.

SINGLETON (See also “ RAILWAYS ”)
South, Gowhie-street :—

Motion made (Mr. Gould) for copies of all papers, reports, plans, &c., referring to the application 
of the Borough Council for the opening of, removal of obstructions from, and tho closing of 
Gowrie-street, 253.

SIR JOHN ROBERTSON GRANT BILL:—
Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings) for Committee of the Whole to consider Resolution, 349; 

Message from Governor recommending, 368; House in Committee, and resolution agreed to 
368, 369; Bill presented and read 1 , 373; road 2°, committed, reported without amend
ment, and report adopted, 379; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 384; returned without 
amendment, 422; assent reported, 423.

SIR JOHN YOUNG CRESCENT (See “DOMAINS”)
SISTERS OF CHARITY ESTATE BILL:—

Petition presented (Mr. Dag) for leave to bring in, 116 ; 62nd Standing Order suspended, 134 ; 
leave given, presented and read 1°, 135 ; referred to Select Committee, 141; Report brought 
np, 164; Order of the Day postponed, 189 ; Mr. Barbour, for Mr. Day, proceeding to move 
2 , Speaker ruled that one Member cannot, for another, move tho second reading of a Bill, 
and Order of the Day postponed, 257 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, and 
report adopted, 295; read 33 and passed, 299; sent to Council, 300; returned without 
amendment, 344 ; assent reported, 360.

SITTING DAY : (See “ ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY”)
SKEENE, WILLIAM (See " CROWN LANDS”) '
SLATTERY, MR. THOMAS MICHAEL :—

Appointed Deputy Chairman of Committees for one day only, 247.
Acting as Chairman of Committees, 380. '
Proposed and elected as Chairman of Committees, 390, 391.
Deputy Speaker’s Commission in favour of, 395.

SLANDER (See “DEFAMATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL”)
SLAUGHTER HOUSES:—

Information respecting the Inspection of certain, laid on Table, 576.................. .
SLEEPERS (See “RAILWAYS”) ..................
SMITH, MR. ROBERT BURDETT (See “ELECTORAL”)
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SMOKY CATE LIGHT-HOUSE:—
Motion made (Mr. KetheT) for Oomniitteo of the Whole to consider resolutions in fayour oi 

erection and maintenance of, 293; Order of the Day postponed, 317, 367; House in Com 
mittee, resolutions reported and agreed to, 426.

favour of, presented, 313, 359..............................................................
SOUDAN CONTINGENT:—

Majob Parimtt, O.E., EHSiMEit Officer in :—
Motion made (Jlfr. Neild) for copies of all despatches, correspondence,

laid on Table, 301 .......................................................................................................................
SPAIN

Convention respecting Commercial Kclations between the G-overnmont of Great Britain and,
on Table, 453 ...............................................................................................................................

SPABDING-AIBEY INQUIRY (See " ARTILLERY”)
SPEAKER:—

Election of Mr. Edmund Barton, 5 ; presentation of, to Lieutenant-Governor, 7,
Commission to administer the Oath, 7.
Gives Casting Yote, 570.
Lays Paper on Table, 7, 39, 74,

be printed (afler division), 368...............................................................................................
Reports discrepancies in names of Members, 8.
Reports attendance of Members in Council Chamber, 8.
Informs House that Clerk had been summoned to produce Records, 20,125, 209, 231,423, 41 
Lays Warrant appointing Committee of Elections and Qualifications on Table, 10, 80 142 ;

reports maturity, 31,100,161; appoints meeting, 36, 81; reports resignation of Chairman, 1 
Reports presentation of Address in Reply, and Lie.utcnant-Govemor’s Answer, 43.
Reports receipt of Deputy Speaker’s Commission to administer the Oath, 49, 157, 395.
Reports presentation of Address of Congratulation on appointment of Baron Carrington 

Governor, and reply thereto, 71.
Reports acknowledgment of Address of Condolence to Lady Scratehley on death of Sir Pet 

Scratchier, 71.
Informs House of issue and return of writs, 73, 127. 335, 351.
Reports rceespt of Commission for Mr. F. W. Webb as A cting Clerk during the absence on leave 

tho Clerk of Assembly, 73 ; administers oaths of allegiance and otlice lei Mr, Webb, 73.
Calls attention to irregularity in Election of Eden—non-receipt of Writ by Returning Officer, 1‘ 
Reports resignation of Member, 259, 331.
Reports resignation of Chairman of Committees, Mr. Garrett. 134.

Do do Mr. Trickctt, 381.
Informs Mr. Buchanan, Counsel learned in the Law, of resolution passed, that he he heard at t 

Bar on behalf of Captain Armstrong, 193.
Reports eicnses from Members absent upon Call of the House, 264.
Directs Clerk to call over Roll of Members—Call of the House, 265.
Retires from the Chair from indisposition or fatigue, 341, 533, 623.
Unavoidably absent on account of indisposition, 631, 641, 645, 649, 655.
Chairman of Committees takes the Chair, in the absence of, 341,533, 623, 631, 641, 645, 649, 6i 
Calls on Business of the Day after continuous sitting on Customs Duties Bill, 34.1, 343.
Invites attention to ehameter of amendments made by Legislative Council in the Stamp Duties'

Bill, 354. ‘ j
Calls attention to tho character of the amendments made by Legislative Council in the Stampl 

Duties Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), 453.
Directs Clerk to read Resolution of Ways and Means on which Stamp Duties Act Amendment 

Bill was founded, 361, 453.
Resumes Chair to restore order, having observed grave disorder in Committee of the Whole 

(Customs Duties Bill), 379(3).
Directs Sergeant-at-Arms to remove the Honorable Member for Morpeth, Mr. Wisdom, from the 

Chamber for persistent obstruction and disorder, 3S0.
Names the Honorable Member for East Macquarie, Mr. Shepherd, 410.
Directs Clerk to read extract from newspaper complained of, on motion of Privilege, 355, 456.
Directs Clerk to take down disorderly words used during debate, 607.
Issues his Warrant committing the Honorable Member for Morpeth to the custody of the 

Sergeant-at-Arms, 60S.
Presents Appropriation and Public Works Loan Bill to His Excellency the Governor in the: 

Ligislative Council Chamber, for assent, 660.
Appeal to Furry Council—Cask of Barton v. Taylor :— i

Proceedings in, laid on Table, 263 .......................................................................................................... ' 2
Cases Taylor n. Barton and others:— '

Motion made (Mr. AJ/igaiT) for copies, in detail, of the whole of the costs to the country in, 394'. | 
Removal fbooi the House of the Honorable Member fob Mohpeth by Order of :—

Motion made-(Jlfr. Absier) that tho, without the Order or Resolution of the House was contrary■ 
to the Low and Usages of Parliament and the Privileges of this House,—amendment moved,
(Mr. Want) to substitute other words, 402; amendment and motion as amended carried, onj 
division, 403. I

Ruling—Conttnuoub Sitting :— i
Motion made (Sir Henry Paries) that the ruling given on Saturday, 10th July, a.m. “is”i 

contrary alike to the letter of the Standing and Sessional Orders and to the practice of Parlia-i 
merit as established by former Speakers or this House, and has a direct tendency to curtail thel 
privileges of Parliament, and to undermine the just protection of minorities,—amendment, 
moved (Sir Patrick Jennings) to omit all words after “is,” and to insert in their place- 
“consistent with the right understanding of the Rules, Orders, and Usages of Parliament; is 
warranted by precedent; and tends to preserve and protect the due course of Public Business 
without infringing tho rights of minorities; and this House endorses and confirms the ruling 
accordingly”—amendment and motion as amended carried, on division, 389, 390,

Motion made (Mr. Q-arrett) that tho Resolution agreed to on 14th July, 1886, bo rescinded, 644; 
and negatived, 545.
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SPEAKER—con' in ucd:—•
Rulings ot :—

Motion mode (Mr. Thompson) tliat House dissent from, and negatived, 309.
That tho House ought not to adopt a Report of a Select Committee of a previous Parliament, 51. 
That Resolution—Tliat Ballot-papers, Young, bo oiaminod by Clerk, at the Table, and result 

reported by Speaker to the House—cannot be put, 94.
That a motion referring to Ministerial advico to the Governor to dissolve Parliament, submitted by 

Sir Hear/ Parkcs, was not entitled to be regarded as Privilege, 110.
That an amendment cannot be proposed in Committee of Ways and Moans which would increase 

the burdens of the people without the direct or indirect sanction of the Crown, 249 
That one Member cannot move the second reading of a Bill for another, with the only exception 

of one responsible Minister for another Minister, 257.
That the Title of the Barristers Bill did not correspond with the Order of Leave, and tho Clauses 

of the Bill were not covered by tho Title, 257.
That an amendment snbmitted in Committee on Payment of Members, aud rejected as out of order, 

was not identical with any proposition already disposed of by the Committee, 2G5.
That it should be left for the decision of the House whether a motion in reference to Ballot Papers 

Electoral District of Young, be put, 278.
That an honorable member is not in order in quoting from a speech made in a previous debate of 

the present session,—motion made (Mr. Thompson) to dissent from the ruling of the Chair 
and negatiTed, 309. *

That the Committee of the Whole (Customs Duties Bill) was properly sitting,—The House, 
through that Committee being in continuous sitting, and that it was not proper nor incumbent 
on him to interrupt tho still existent sitting by taking the Chair at 4 o’clock p.m., 380.

That.j a clause the Customs Duties Bill referring to Schedule A being under consideration, the 
items of that Schedule could not be discussed in anticipation, nor until the Schedule itself 
was under consideration, 380.

Upholds opinion of Chairman, that words proposed to he inserted in clause 4 of the Stamp Dutio: 
Act Amenduient Bill (Mo. 3) were properly before the Committee, as not imposing a tax 01 
duty but being rather of the nature of a penalty, 457.

That the Regulation of Rectories end Workshops Bill having been brought in by an unofficial 
Member, and proceeded with by such Member as a Responsible Minister 'without being 
accepted as a Government measure, was rather a matter of constitutioonl propriety than of

Upholds the opinion of tho Chairman as to the inadmissibilitT, on tho ground of inconsistency ol 
a proposed amendment to clause G of the Income Tax Bill, Bllf1),

That the 1st and 3rd Sessional Orders do not come into operation in cases where the House if 
already sitting at 4 o’clock r.M„ and engaged in the despatch of Business, but have referenei 
only to fresh meetings of the House, and not to sittings extending over twenty-four hours, 
and that it was therefore not right for him to call on the business for the now day, and thm 
begin a fresh sitting, 533.

Upholds the opinion of the Chairman that a question (Centennial Exhibition) already decided bi 
tho Douse, during the present Session, cannot ho submitted as an amendment upon a resolu
tion before the Committee of the Whole, 5G7.

That the Chairman had taken the usual and proper course in proposing the question in Commit-tot 
or supply without the Minister in charge moving the resolution, 583.

That it is incompetent for an Honorable Member, who had already spoken to the main question 
to propose an amendment, 593. ^ ’

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT
r1 K'8!' m‘18S' “•m’m’!65' ’*■

SPECIFIC DUTIES (See “FINANCE")
SPIRITS, WINE, AND BEER :—

Further Return (in part) to Order (Session 1883-4), laid on Table, 1IG ..........................................
. Uo do do do an? " ' .............SPRING, THE HON. GERALD ' .............................. ...........

Proposed ns Chairman of Committees, 45.
-1-*0 n an^ negatived on Division, 144.

Accepted office as Secretary for Lands, and seat ns a Member for Young declared vacant, 72 • 
issue and return of writ reported, sworn 73 

STAMP DUTIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Resolution reported from Committee of Ways and Means and agreed to, ordered (Sir Pat-rid 

Jennings), founded on Resolution of Ways and Means, presented and read 1°, £48 ; Message 
from Governor recommending, 261; read 2°, 272; committed, 273 f further considered Tn 
Committee, reported with amendments, recommitted, reported 2° with further amendments 
and Report adopted, 281 ; read 3 , passed, and sent to Council, 284; returned with amemL

STAMP DUTIES 1111(1 21,1 354'
Message from Governor recommending, 361; Standing Orders suspended, 361; Resolution oi 

\Vays and Means on winch previous Bill was brought in, read by Clerk, 361; ordered 
(Sir Patrick Jennings), presented, read 1°, and read 2°, 301; committed, reported without 
amendment, recommitted, reported 2 with amendments and report adopted, 362 ■ read 3° 
passed and sent to Council, 367 ; returned with amendments, 445 ; Order of the Day' rcad- 
Speakcr pointed out character of the amendments made by the Council,—Order of the 
Day discharged and Bill laid aside, 453.

STAMP DUTIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 3) :~
Resolution of Ways and Means on which original Bill was brought in, read by Clerk, 453- 

ordered (Sir Patrick Jennings), presented and read 1°, 453 ; Message from Governor 
recommending, 45/; read 2 , committed—Potiii of Order reported from Committee and 
decided, and Committee resumed—reported with amendment and report adopted, 467; read 

STANDARD^PAINT COMPANY^—011'4Gli r°t,lrr'ed "'iiIlout ^endmeat, 479; assent reported, 501.

STANDING ORDERS*’--''"'16 i0 °rdC1,3 glrCn l0’ f<>1 tte o£ Paints>!aid Table, 318...............

Sessional Order for Committee passed, 46.
Names added to Committee, 141.
Motioti made (Mr. W. J. Pergusson) for Committee of the Whole to consider resolutions to he 

Bills 413° ComDllttce of> rcsPoctm^ of Members of Select Committee; on Private
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STANDING- ORDERS (conUmieJ) :—

Suspended, to enable Bill to pass through all stages in one day, SO, 112,133, 197, 261, 361, 492 
582, G30.
Do to cover irregularity in introduction of Private Bills, 134,135, ISOf1), 184. 

STANDING AND SELECT COMMITTEES
Abstract of, appointed during the Session ..............................................................................................

STATE CHILDREN’S RELIEF DEPARTMENT; —
Annual Report for the year ended 5th April, 1836, laid on Table, 268 .........................................
Motion made (Mr. Davies) for a return showing detailed particulars of the administration and

management of, for the years 1885 and 1886, 330 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 469 .......
STATE OF THE PUBLIC FINANCES—YOTE OF CENSURE (See “FINANCE”) 
STATISTICIAN, GOVERNMENT:- _

Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of all applications for the position of, together with copies 
of the recommendations in favour of Mr. Coghlan, 401; Return to Order laid on Table (not 
printed), 469.

Ministerial Statement made by Sir Patrick Jennings in reference to tho Establishment of tho 
Department of, 485,

STATISTICAL REGISTER: —
Parts I, II, and III, laid on Table, 461 ..................................................... ............................................
Parts IV, laid on Table, 489......................................................................................................................
Parts V and VI, laid on Table, 555................. ........................................................................................
For 1885, laid on Table, 629......................................................................................................................

STEAMERS (Sec “COLONIAL STEAMERS” also “GOVERNMENT”)
STEVENS, CHARLES, CLAIM OF :—

Motion made (Mr. Vaughn) for Select Committee to inquire into and report upon, arising out of 
tbo action Pearson t>. Stevens, tried in the Supreme Court, and that Report of Session 1883-4, 
be referred, 258 ; Report brought up, 448 ; motion made for adoption of Report, and debate 
adjourned, 518; Order of the Day postponed, 072, 658,

STEVENS A CO. (See “RAILWAYS”)
STEVENSON, Mn. GEORGE (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”)
STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE" also “ADDI

TIONAL STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATE BILL")
ST. J AMES SCHOOL COMPENSATION TRUST BILL:— .

Petition presented (Mr, Septimus Stephen) for leave to bring in, 326 ; leave given, presented and 
read 1°, 331; referred to Select Committee, 336; Report brought up, 373; read 2°, committed, 
reported without amendment and report adopted, 426 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 
434; returned without amendment, 473 ; assent reported, 501.

ST. LEONARDS WHARVES BILL (See “BOROUGH OF EAST ST, LEONARDS WHARVES 
BILL”)

ST. MARY'S WAVERLEY CHURCH OF ENGLAND LAND SALE BILL :—
Petition presented (Mr. Teece) for leave to bring in, 50 ; leave given and read 1°, 56 ; referred to 

Select Committee, 61; Eeport brought up, 67; Order of the Day postponed, 80, 116, 130 ; 
read 2”, committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 151 ; rend 3°, passed 
and sent to Council, 154; returned with amendmentB, 198; amendments agreed to and Message 
to Council, 211; assent reported, 277. .

ST. SAVIOUR’S GLEBE LAND LEASING BILL
Petition presented (Mr. Septimus Stephen) for leave to bring in, 570; leave given, presented and 

read 1°, 576 ; referred to Select Committee, 580.
Petitions in heferkxck to, presented from :—

F. R. L. Rossi, Captain, Senior Trustee of St. Saviour’s, Goulbum, in opposition to, praying 
inquiry and redress and to be heard at the Bar or before the Select Committee; referred to
Select Committee, 681 ......................................................................................................................

Certain parishioners of St. Saviour’a Parish, Goulburn, in opposition to, and praying permission to
appear before the House or the Select Committee,—referred to such Committee, 592..............

ST. STEPHENS CHURCH OF ENGLAND PARSONAGE CAMPERDOWN LAND SALE BILL :— 
Petition presented (Mr. Septimus Stephen) for leave to bring in, 313 ; leave given, presented and 

read l0, 317; referred to Select Committee, 321; Report brought up, 320 ; read 2°, committed, 
reported -without amendment, and report adopted, 399 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 
402; returned without amendment, 441; assent reported, 4G5.

STOCK:—
Information respecting losses of, from Noxious or Poisonous Plants, laid on Table, 613..................
Beport of Australasian Conference, laid on Table, 629..........................................................................

STOCK ACTS (See “IMPORTED STOCK ACTS” also “PASTURES AND STOCK PROTEC
TION ACTS”) -

STOCK AND BRANDS BRANCH :—
Defaetment of Mines;—

Annual Report for the year 1885, laid on Table, 373 ............................. ............................................
STRANGERS_

Sessional Order for exclusion of, passed, 47.
STREETS (See “MUNICIPAL” also “SYDNEY TOWN HALL AND STREETS MUNICIPAL 

LOAN BILL”)
STUART, THE HONORABLE SIR ALEXANDER K.C.M.G., M.L.C. :—

Sir Patrick Jennings informed tho House of tho death of, 323.
Motion made (ilfr, Abbott) that as a mark of respect to the memory of, this House do now adjourn, 

and by leave withdrawn, 323.
Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings) expressing condolence with Lady Stuart and family cm death 

of, 323; Speaker informed House that he had communicated the Resolution to Lady Stuart., 
and had received, by cable, her thanks for kind sympathy, 351.

SUBORDINATE ROADS (Soe “ROADS") - 
SUBURBAN RAILWAYS (See "RAILWAYS”)
SUBWAY (See “RAILWAYS”)
SUEZ (See “POSTAL”)
SULLIVAN'S ESTATE BILL:—

Petition presented (Mr. T. It. Smith) for leave to bring in, 629 ; leave given, presented and rend 
1°, 646 ; referred to Select Committee, 651.

SUMMONS TO THE CLERK (See CLERK OF ASSEMBLY ”)
SUNDAY:—

Sitting on (Customs Duties Bill), 380.
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SUNDAYS (See OPENING OP THEATEES ON SUNDAYS”)

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES (See “ FINANCE ”)
SUPPLY:—

Sessional Order paseed, 46.
Motion made (Mr. Dibbs) for House to go into Committee, 56.
Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings) for House to go into Committee, Contingent amendment 

moved (Mr William Clarke) in favour of taxing Grain, Pulse, and other Agricultural produce, 
and Debate adjourned, 201 ] Debate resumed and amendment negatived on Division, 205. 

Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings) for House to go into Committee, amendment moved (Mr. 
JVm. Clarke) that the action of the Minister or Justice in disregarding the recommendation 
by the Civil Service Board of Mr. Stephen Murphy to the position of Clerk of Petty Sessions 
at Orange, is inimical to the best interests of the Service, and opposed to the letter and spirit 
of the Civil Service Aet, and withdrawn, 582.

Motion made (Dr. Semnick) for House to go into Committee, amendment moved (Mr. Sydney 
Smith) espressing disapproval of tho action of the Minister for Public Works in taking stops 
to provide rails and sleepers for the proposed railway from Forbes to Wilcanma before plans 
and hooks of reference had been approved by Parliament, and negatived, 503.

Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings) for House to go into Committee, amendment moved (Mr. 
Neiki) to add words “ that the Committee be instructed not to agree to any item in tho Loan 
Estimates not of an urgent or permanent nature and likely to be reproductive to the extent 
at least of 4 per cent, per annum, 643 ; amendment negatived, 644.

House in Committee, and Mr. Dibbs made Financial Statement, 62, 65.
Do Mr, Burns do 90.
Do Sir Patrick Jennings made a Supplementary Financial Statement, 607.
Do 80, 113 136, 165, 200, 205, 201, 326, 404, 479, 556, 559, 562, 567, 576, 577,

682, 533, 589, 593, 607, 610, 630, 644, 647.
Resolutions reported, 80,113 136, 165, 200, 261, 326, 404, 480, 576, 630, 647.
Resolutions received, 633.
Resolutions agreed to, 81, 113 136, 165, 200, 261, 326, 404, 480, 576, 638, 647.
Motion made (ilfr. Garrett) that one of the Resolutions be disagreed to, 638.
No Quorum reported from Committee of, 656, 663.
Point of Order reported from Committee of, 583.
Disorder roporbed from Committee of—words used by Sir Henry Parkes, 607, COS, 609. 

SUPREME COURT PROCESS FACILITATION BILL 
Motion made (Mr. Levien) for leave to bring in, 61.

SUPREME COURT PROCESS FACILITATION BILL (No. 2):-
Motion made (Mr. Williamson) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 398; Order of the 

Day, postponed, 425, 504, 572, 658,
SUPREME COURT (See alsoOIYIL SERVICE1')

Motion made (Mr. W. J. Pergusson) that a Royal Commission issue, to inquire into and report 
upon the present constitution of, and its various Branches, the practice and procedure thereof, 
and whether it is desirable lo introduce reforms, for the better administration of Justice, and 
lessening the cost of litigation, 412.

SURYEYOR-OENERAL (See “CROWN LANDS")
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS (See "STANDING ORDERS”)
SUTTOR, THE HON. F B.

Accepted ofllcc as Postmaster-General, seat as Memberfor Bathurst declared vacant, 126; issue and 
return of Writ reported, sworn, 127- 

SYDNEY:—
Grammar School (See " EDUCATION ”)
iMrRovKJiENT Board (See “CITY OF SYDNEY IMPROVEMENT BOARD”)
Mint :—

Despatch, laid on Table, 74........................................................................... . ....................................
Peemisbs leased for Government Pukfoses in :—

Motion made (Mr. Harold Stephen) for return showing, for wiiat purposes and at what rental, 
464; Return (in part) to Order, laid on Table, 561 ; Further Return (in part) to Order,
laid on Table, 576 ............................................................................................................................

Technical College (See "EDUCATION ")
Umvkksity (Sec “ UNIVERSITY ”)
Water Supply (See “WATER SUPPLY")

SYDNEY BISHOPRIC AND CHURCH PROPERTY BILL:—
Received from Legislative Council and read 1°, 562 ; Order of the Day postponed, 615, 658. 
Petitions from certain Members of the Church of England that the Bill is contrary to the pro

visions of the Aet establishing Church Synods, and tends to destroy the legal independence 
and individuality of parishes, and praying that certain amendments mav be introduced, pre
sented, 614 (3), 6 L8, 629 (3).............................................................................................................

SYDNEY CORPORATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Motion made (Mr. O’Connor) for leave to bring in, 48 ; presented and read 1°, 60 ; Order of the 

Day postponed, 82, 93 130,175; read 2° and committed, 210 ; reported with amendment, and 
report adopted, 211: read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 214; motion made (Mr. O’Connor) 
for a Committee to inspect the Journals of the Legislative Council, Committee retired mid 
brought up Report, which wits read by Clerk and received, 240.

SYDNEY CORPORATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)
Motion made (Mr. O'Connor) for leave to bring in, 220.

SYDNEY MECHANICS SCHOOL OF AETS INCORPORATION BILL
Petition presented (Mr. Forsyth) for leave to bring in, 367; leave given, 372; presented and 

read 1°, 388; referred to Select Committee, 394; Report brought up, 511; Order.of the Day 
postponed, 558; read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, and Report adopted, 615 ; 
read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 618; returned without amendment, 642 ; assent re
ported, 660.

SYDNEY TOWN HALL AND STREETS MUNICIPAL LOAN BILL;—
Motion made (Mr. Dibbs) for leave to bring in, presented and rend lu, 452 ; read 2°, committed, 

reported without nmoudment, and report adopted, 458; read 3D, passed and sent to 
Council, 462; returned with amendment, 615; amendment agreed to and Message to Council, 
524; Assent reported, 565.
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T
TAMWORTII (See “RESERVES")
TAR AGO (See "RAILWAYS’')
TARGETT, MR. W. S. (See also “ PRIVILEGE”)

Proposed as Chairman of Committees, 45.
Lo do and negatiTed on DiTision, 143.

TARIFF (Sec also “FINANCE”).
Petitions Presented from :—

Bootmakers and saddlers, advocating the imposition of a twenty per cent, duty on all goods imported
of such industries, 142 .............................................................................. .......................................

Residents of the Murmnibidgec Electorate, that the taxation falls unduly on the poor man, 164... 
Tho Now South Wales Formers Union, disapproving of the financial policy of the Government,

and praying for the imposition of a duty on all agricultural products, 177 .............................
Residents of Orange in opposition to the proposals now under consideration, and in favor of the

stimulation of Colonial Industry by a protective tendency, 193 ......................... ........................
Farmers and others of Rowan Park, near Cudal, urging the inclusion of Agricultural Produce in

the list of articles for taxation, 205 ..............................................................................................
Public meeting at Molong, in opposition to present Tariff, and advocating a system of Protection to

remedy the existing depression in tho Colony, 232 ....................................................................
G. Peacock, complaining of the proposed definite duty on Pulp Fruit imported, and that such duty, 

if earried, will close the large industry carried on by him, sacrificing his manufactory and 
plant, and throwing a number of men out of employment and praying that he may be heard
at the Bar of the House on the subject, 236 ..................................................................................
Amendment moved (Mr. 6. A. Llvud), on going into Committee of Ways and Means, that 
Counsel be heard at the Bar, and negatived on Division, 246.

Fruit-growers at Pennant Hills and Castle Hill, against the levying of the proposed duty upon
Pulp Fruit, 246 .................................................................................................................................

Fruit-growers at Ryde and Gladesville, against the levying of proposed duty upon Pulp Fruit, 246 
Persons in the Publishing, Lithographing, Engraving, and other kindred trades, representing that

the present Tariff is inimical to their interests, aud praying relief, 253 ......................................
Merchants, Traders, Artisans, and others, in opposition to the alterations and amendment proposed 

in the Tariff, more especially to the ad valorem Duties, and praying that some other scheme 
may he devised to meet the deficit, 261, 277, 281, 28-1, 317, 325, 359..........................................

Chairman and members of the Newcastle Chamber of Commerce, to the same effect, 317...............
Merchants, Traders, and others, in Newtown, Petersham, and elsewhere, to the same effect, 276...

Do do do in and about Newcastle, to tho same effect, 317...............................
Public Meeting of Citxens of Sydney, that much injury will ho done to tho commerce of the 

country if tho alterations aud extensions of the Customs Tariff submitted be passed into low,
and praying the House not to pass the Cusloms Act, 268......................................................  ......

Certain Producers, Traders, Artisans, and others, urging (.hot before now burdens of Taxation are 
imposed material reductions in the expenditure should be made, suggesting the adoption of a 
system of direct taxation upon property, and praying the House not to pass any Bill to extend 
tile present Customs Tariff, 281(!), 284, 291(3), 295, 305 (9), 309, 313,317,318, 321, 325, 331,
338, 343 (s), 349 (J), 373, 402..............................................................................................................

Certain Producers, Traders, Artisans, and others, in district of Molong, with similar prayer, 281, 300.
Do do Guudnroo do 303.
Do do Yass Plains do 317.

Henry 9trange Fry, Chairman of Public Meeting at Bulli, with similar prayer, 291......................
Lake Gulson, Chairman of Public Meeting, with similar prayer, 313 ..............................................
Electors of The Hume, in favour of tho ad valorem and specific duties, and suggesting certain taxes

as desirable for raising revenue, 341.................................................................................................
John Lewis, as Chairman of Public Assemblage of residents of Moama and District, in favour of 

ad valorem duties of 5 per cent, as equitable and necessitated by special circumstances, 373... 
George II, Sparkes, os Chairman of Public Meeting at Newtown, in opposition to the Customs 

propo.-als of the Government, and advocating retrenchment, together with a land and property
tax, 373 ............................................................................................................................................

Manchester Unity of Independent Order of Oddfellows, New South Wales, in opposition to the 
proposal to impose a duty on medicines imported, which would entail a serious increase of
expenditure on their Unity, and praying withdrawal of the proposed duties, 421 ..................

Bathurst Farmers Union and others interested in the agricultural industry, that tho taxes pro
posed will press most unfairly on them, and praying the House uot to consent to any ad valorem
duties unless imported farm produce be included, 421.................................................................

Public Meeting of Residents of Leichhardt and Petersham in favour of Protective Policy, and the 
imposition of a 10 to 15 per cent, duty on all imported goods lhat can he manufactured in
the Colony, 453 ........................................................................... ...................... -.........................

William Peacock, manufacturer, detailing circumstances under which duty was levied on green and 
pulp fruit, and praying full inquiry, 539 .......................................................................................

TARRAMIAH RUN (8ee “CROWN LANDS”)
TARRANT, MR. JOSEPH (See " CROWN LANDS TITLES AND RESERVATIONS VALIDA

TION BILL”)
TAXATION (See “FINANCE”) .
TAYLOR, MR. A. G, (Sec " PRIVY COUNCIL'')
TECHNICAL COLLEGE (Sec “EDUCATION”)
TELEGRAPHS:—(See also “ELECTRIC LIGHTING”) _ _

Notice showing reduction in rates on messages between Narrnbri Town and Railway Station, and 
between the Border Stations and Victoria, laid on Table, 92 ................................................. ...
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7 1007
Regulations .—

For prepayment of Telegrams by Postage Stamps, laid on Table, 13.................................................. 7
Amended, for working the lines in New South Wales, laid on Table, 92 .......................................... 7
Notification respecting prepayment of Telegrams by cash, laid on Table, 169 ................................... 7
Respecting “ Collect” Telegrams, laid on Table, 230.............................................................................. 7

Case of Blakeney v. Peg os :— .
Motion made (Mr. Melville) for all telegrams, correspondence, relating to, respecting a missent 

telegram, 141; Return to Order laid on Table (not printed), 518.
Rates fok Cablegiiams and Duplication of Submabine Cables ,—

Report of Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs in regard to proposed reduction of, laid on
Tabic, 198 ....................................................................................................................................... 7

GoVBBNMBNT CabIjEGBAWS :—
Motion made (Mr. Neild) for a return of amounts paid for transmission to and from tbo Agent-

General, 137 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 301 ...................................................................... 7
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EEFERENCES TO THE VOTES AID EttOCEKDIHOS, VOI. I—I2TH TARLIAMENT—SESSION 18S5-6. TAPERS.

T
TELBORAPHS {coniinued)

Iron Coiumnb ior Lines along G-korge-steeet :—
Motion mado {Jtfr. Davies) for copies of all papers, tenders, Ac., having reference tof the erection

of, 229; Beturn to Order, laid on Table, 350.............................................................................
Mr. Metcalf, Engineer in the Department :—

Motion made {Mr. Garrard) iav copies of all minutes, letters, papers and other documents ... 
connection with the appointment, suspension, and dismissal of, 372 : Return to Order, laid on 
Table, 479..... .................................................................. ................................................

TELLERS (Seo " NO TELLERS”)
TEMORA (See also “ MINni'S-”):—

Revocation of Resumption of land for site for School of Arts, laid on Table, 79.
TEMPORARY

Staff (See “CIVIL SERVICE”)
Water Supply (See “ WATER SUPPLY”)
Appointments (See “ CIVIL SERVICE”)
Draftsmkn (See “ CROWR LANDS")

TENTERFIELD (See “CROWN LANDS,” also “RAILWAYS,” also “ADMINISTRATION OF 
JUSTICE”)

THATCHER, CHARLES HENRY (See “ CROWN LANDS")
THEATRES (See “ OPENING- OF THEATRES ON SUNDAYS”)
TUB DAILY TELEGRAPE (Sco “PRIVILEGE”)
THOMPSON, J. J., CONDITIONAL PURCHASE OF (Sco " CROWN LANDS”)
THURSDAY ISLAND (See "DEFENCE”)
TIMBER REGULATION (Sco “REGULATIONS”)
TIMBER RESERVES (See “ RESERVES”)
TIN MINE AT PHEASANT’S CREEK (See “MINING”)

.TIRES AND AXLES (Sco “RAILWAYS”)
TITLE “HONORABLE” WITHIN THE COLONY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

Mot’on mado (Mr. Abbott) for copies of all despatches relating to the ubo of, 257; Return to 
Address, laid on Table, 301 ..........................

TOBACCO DUTIESWK LANDS TITLES AND ^SERVATIONS VALIDATION BILL”).......

Petition from cigar manufacturers and others, that Iho levying of the excise on cigars manufactured 
in the Colony is restrictive and prohibitory, presented. 253 ’

TOOGONG (See “RAILWAYS”) .........................................
TOWN HALL LOAN (Sco “SYDNEY TOWN HALL AND STREETS MUNICIPAL LOAN 

BILL )
TRAFFIC MANAGER’S OFFICE (See “ RAILWAYS”)
TRAINING SCHOOLS (Seo “EDUCATION”)
TRAMWAYS (See also "BALMAIN TRAMWAY BILL” also “KIAMA TRAMWAY' ACT 

AMENDMENT BILL”)
Dismissal of Exgifefb Hoskikgs :—

Return to Order (Second Session, 1885), laid on Table, 20..........................................
Pbogbess Repokt row 18S5:— ................................ ............

On the Transactions of the Government, laid on Table, 203......
Cost of:— ' ............................................

Return showing, including rolling stock, buildings, machinery, and land, laid on Table, 21G 
Acoibbsts—Cases against Commissioner for Railways 

Motion made (Mr. Thompson) for return showing particulars of, 294.
Between Watbkley and Randwick

Petition from Owners of property and Electors in the Boroughs of Randwick, Coogee and 
Wayerlcy referring to proposal to connect by a loop-line the Tram Terminus at Waycrley 
with the Engme-sheds at Randwick, advocating a connection via Coogee, and prayinir for a
survey of the route, presented, 523................. v j ^

TRANGIE (See " CROWN LANDS”) ..........................................................
TRAVELLING EXPENSES '(See also “CIVIL SERVICE”)

In the Public Service 
Motion made (Mr. Sydney Smith) for a Select Committee to inquire into expenditure on and

trial smmnf^SmwiY?,0' ^ Ks 1 0'‘l” ” D“I ®‘- '
TKICKETT, MR, WILLIAM JOSEPH:—

Appointed Deputy Chairman of Committees for day only, 134, 633.
Proposed as Chairman of Committees, and elected on division, 144,
Deputy-Speaker’s Commission in favour of, 157. '
Resignation of, as Chairman of Committees, 381.

TRUANT INSPECTORS. (See "EDUCATION”)
TRUSTEE ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. W. J. Fergusson) for leave to bring in, presented and rend 1°, 47 ■ read 2° 
committiM, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 91; road 3°, passed and sent to 
Council, 98; returned with amendments, including one in the Title, 344 ; amendments a creed 
to, 42a ; assent reported, 404. °

TRUS COMPANY’S1™”)S0UTJI WALES IEIJS'I’KE3 EXECUTORS AND AGENCY 
TUCKER, Dr!:— '

Report by, on Hospitals for the Insane visited by him under the circular letter of the Colonial 
Secretory, kid on Table, 107 

TUESDAYS:—
Precedence of Government Business on—Sessional Order, 222

TUMUT (See “RAILWAYS")
TTMOID FEVe'r™01'"13 Eiy:EB J-)ISTRIC1' (S™ “ROADS ” also “ RAILWAYS ")

^Tublo 393 Roanl M Health upon outbreak of, in Municipal District of Leichhardt, kid
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U
UNAUTHORIZED EXPENDITURE INDEMNITY BILL

Motion made {Mr. Tiurns) for leave to bring in, presented and road 1°, 30 ; Order of the Day 
discharged, and Bill withdrawn, 130.

UNITED STATES WOOL DUTIES
Correspondence respecting, laid on Table, 193 ......................................................................................

UNIVERSITY:—
Report for 188t, laid on Table, 16 .......................................................................................................... 1

Do 1885, do 478 .................................................................. .......................................
Amended By-laws, laid on 'Bible, 128 .....................................................................................................
By-laws, laid on Table, 651 ......................................................................................................................
Return respecting Professorships and Students, laid on Table, 18S ............................ ......................

URALLA (See " RAILWAYS ”)
USHER OF THE BLACK ROD

Delivers Message from Commissioner? on opening Parliament, 3.
Delivers Message from the Lieutenant-Oovemor, 8.
Delivers Message from His Excellency the Governor, 660.

UTHER ESTATE LEASING BILL _
Petition presented {Mr. Teece) for leave to bring in, 50 ; leave given and read 1°, 56; referred to 

Select Committee, 61; Report brought up, 67 ; Order of the Day postponed, 80, 116, 130; 
read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, and report adopted, 151; read 3°, passed, 
and sent to Council, 154; returned with amendments, 361; Order of the Day postponed, 39S; 
amendments agreed to and disagreed to, 466; Message to Council, 469 ; Council does not 
insist upon portion of amendment disagreed to, 479 ; assent reported, 501.
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V
VACANT SEATS (See “ ELECTORAL ”)
VACCINATION:—

Report for 1885, laid on Table, 128 .........................................................................................................
Do. 1883, do. 205...........................................................................................................
Do. 1884, do. 205...........................................................................................................

VALIDATION. (See “ CROWN LANDS TITCKS AND RESERVATIONS VALIDATION BILL”) 
VAUGHN, THE HONORABLE ROBERT MiTTESON:— ^ _

Accepted office us Secretary for Mines, and Seat as Member for Grenfell declared vacant, 72; issue 
and return of writ reported, sworn, 73.

VEHICLES. (See “ PUBLIC” also ” PUBLIC VEHICLES REGULATION ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL ")

VENTILATION OF COAL MINES i
Mol ion made {Mr, MeZvil/e) for all correspondence and reports, and a return respecting, 93.

VERNON " :—
Annual Report, laid on Tabic, 27, 656......................................................................................................
Return respecting, laid on Table, 45 ................................................................................................. . ...

Bots Merkwetheb:—
Motion made (Mr. OHiffe) for all papers and correspondence relative to cane of, in respect to

property to which it is stated they are entitled, 214; Return to Order, laid on Table, 284.......
” VICTORIA PARE HOTEL”

Correspondence respecting the granting of a certificate for, laid on Table (not printed), 613; ordered
to be printed, 633 ..............................................................................................................................

V1NDIN, MR. H., INSPECTOR OF RABBITS _
Motion made (Mr. Abbott) for copies of all papers relating to appointment of, and promotion as

Superintending Inspector, 188 ; Return to Address, laid on Table, 506.....................................
VINE DISEASES BILL

Motion made (Mr. Dibbs) for Committee of the Whole, 291; Message from Governor, recom
mending 440 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed to, presented and read 1°, 441 ; read 
2°, committed and reported with amendments, 444 ; recommitted, reported 2° with further 
amendments and report adopted, 454; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 469; returned with 
amendments, 609 ; amendments agreed to, 643 ; assent reported, 659.

Petition from Henry E. Bonnard that he is opposed to the Bill for the reasons set forth, and
praying that it may be amandod as suggested, presented, 619.......................................................

VITAL STATISTICS : —
T'wentv-ninlh Annual Report, laid on Table, 23 ..................... ............................... ..............................

VOLUNTEERS .—
IHFANTItY : —

Motion made (Mr. Neild) for copies of all letters and other documents relating to the application 
of Mr. A. S. Board for a Commission, 14L; Return to Address, laid on Table, 205 ; Supple
mentary Return to Address, laid on Table, 354 .............................................................................

Team for WiinuKDOtr Riiuf MiTCirts: - .
Correspondence respecting the selection of the proposed, to represent the Colony, laid on Table, 216 

VOTE OF CENSURE (Seo also “WANT OF CONFIDENCE”)
Policy of tub Government :— _

Motion made (Af>, Garoan) that tbo policy of the Government is unsatisfactory to this House, and 
debate adjourned, 102; debate resumed and motion carried on division, 108.

New Hebrides :— _
Motion made (>Sir Henry Parhes) that any expression of acquiescence by this Government in tbo 

annexation of, by France, is opposed to the main interest of New South Wales and the other 
Australian Colonies, and that it is the duty of this Colony to convey to the Imperial Govern
ment its disapproval of the colonisation by any Power other than Great Britain, and debate 
adjourned, 173; debate resumed, 177; amendment proposed, and debate adjourned, 178; 
debate resumed, amendment negatived, 179; original question negatived on division, ISO. 

New Taxation :—
Morion made (Sir Henry Parhes) contingent on motion that Speaker leave the Chair to go into 

Committee of Ways and Means in reference to, and Debate adjourned, 230; Debate resumed, 
232; amendment negatived on division, 233.
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TOTE OF CENSURE {continued)
State op the Public Finances :—

Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) that the present state of the public finances, as explained by the 
Colonial .Treasurer is highly unsatisfactory, and that the foregoing Kesolution be com
municated by Address to His Excellency the Governor,—ainendmeut moved (ilfr. Abbott) to 
omit all words after “ Treasurer” and insert other words, and debate adjourned, C21; debate 
resumed, 623 ; words omitted, and motion as amended carried, 624 

VOTE OF CHAIRMAN OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON PB1VATE BILLS 
Sessional Order passed, 46.

TOTE OF CEEDIT:—
Message recommending, 74, 111, 134,198, 261, 326, 402, 479, 576.

TOTES AND PEOCEEDINGS (See also 11 ASSEMBLY’')
Motion made (Mr. CJ-. A. Lloyd) for a return giving particulars of cost of printing and binding, 

and all Parliamentary Papers and “ Hansard,” for Session 1883-4, 489.

w
WAG-GA WAGGA (See “ RAILWAYS ” also » WATER SUPPLY”)
WAKOOL RIVER (See “ RESERVES ”)
WALOHA (See “CROWN LANDS”)
WALL, MR, WILLIAM CHANDOS
__ Return of Writ for Hudgee, certifying to election of, reported, 351: sworn, 359.
WANAARTNG (Seo “ WATER SUPPLY’0
WANT OF CONFIDENCE (See also “VOTE OF CENSURE”)

Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) that the proposed Customs Taxation would be fraught with 
groat and serious public injury, and that the Government in seeking to impose such Taxation 
has not the support of the electors of the country ■, that for these and other weighty reasons 
the present advisers of the Crown are not entitled to (.ho confidence of this House—require-

__ rn®nt that Resolutions be put seriatim negatived, 378 ; and original question negatived 379
WANT, THE HON. J. H.:— s , » e u s reu>

Accepted office as Attorney-General, and seat ae Member for Gnndagai, declared vacant, 126; issue 
and retnrn of writ reported, sworn, 127- ’

WAREHOUSES (See “WORKING CLASSES")
WATER FRONTAGES 

Cjwiec.mno Cove :—
Motion made (Mr. Abbott) for all papers, plans, Ac., in connection with sale of Government land, 

to the executors of the late Mr. Edward Lord, 80; Return to Address, laid on Table 350 
Poet Jackson :—

Motion made (Mr. Reid) for a return showing particulars of applications to purchase, 93 : Return 
to Order, laid on Table, 151..........................

WATER FRONTAGES RESERVATION BILL:— ............................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Heid) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 93; Order of the Day post

poned, 117, 146,225, 294, 332 ; Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 398. 
WATER SUPPLY (See also “ PENRITH WATER AND GAS SUPPLY BILL ” also “ COUNTRY 

TOWNS WATER AND SEWERAGE ACT”)
Wentworth :—

Notification authorizing construction of works, laid on Table, 13..............................................
BOUBEE :— ....................

Notification authorizing construction of works, laid on Table, 656 ..................................... ............
Sthnev anb Suhuebs:— ..........*...........

Notification of resumption ofland in connection with, laid on Table, 13 ..........................................
Return showing daily Sow from 30-in. pipe at Prospect to the lower canal, laid on Table, 88 .......
Sir John Fowlor’s Report ou Prospect Dam, laid on Table, 163..........................................................

Hhnteb Rivee District:— ............................
Notification of resumption of land in connection with, laid on Table, 15 ..........................................
Return of Expenditure on, to 30 June, 1886, and estimated cost of completion, laid on Tabic,"435 

Temtobaei-, toh Sydney:—
Papers in connection with, laid on Table, 27..........................................................................................
Further papers, laid on Table, 31........................................................................ .................. ’ "

Royal Commission on Conskbvation op Wateb;—
First Report of Commissioners, laid on Table, 69.................................................................................
Second do. do. 354 .................................. ...........................................

Botany Dams:— ......................................................
Correspondence respecting alleged pollution of, laid on Table, 88 ......................................................

Bobino yob, between Boubke and Wanaabing :— ............................
Statement showing cost of, laid on Table, 155 ...................................................................................

Bathuest, Wagga, Godlbuhn and Alettey :— "
, Return showing total cost of Reticulation Pipes, Special Castiugs, &c. for, laid on Table. 623 

WATSON, MR. W. J. (Seo “ELECTORAL")
WAYERLEY (See “ ST. MARY’S WAVERLEY CHURCH OF ENGLAND LAND SALE BILL" 

also “TRAMWAYS")
WAYS AND MEANS :—

Sessional Order passed. 46.
Motion made (Mr. bDibbs) for House to go into Committee, 66.
Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings) for House to go into Committee—Confinyenf amendment 

moved (Sir Henry Parkes) in reference to the Taxation proposals of the Government, and 
debate adjourned, 230 ; debate resumed, 232; amendment neg&tired on division, 233.

Motion made (5':r Patrick Jennings) for House to go into Committee—amendment moved (Mr. 
G. A. Lloyd) that Counsel be heard at the Bar, ou behalf of Mr, George Peacock, in relation 
to the proposed duty on Pulp Fruit, and negatived on division, 246.

Motion made (Sir Patrick Jennings) for House to go into Committee—Contingent amendment 
moved (Mr. Heild) in reference to the taxing of land within Municipal boundaries and that 
any land tax should bo of a progressive character, and negatived, 292.

Order of the Day read, and Mr. tf. A. Lloyd, for Mr. Foster, proceeding to move Contingent 
Notice, objection taken to his doing so, 24G.
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w
WATS AND MEANS—continued :—

Estimate* for 1886 {Mr. Dibbs) laid on Table, 62 .........................................................*...................
Do {Mr. Darns) do 100................................................. ............................
Do (Sir Patrick Jennings) do 169..............................................................................

House in Committee, Sir Patrick Jennings made Financial Statement, 165.
House in Committee, 81, 113, 136, 200, 208, 220,223,233,237,246,248 (s), 249,254,262,292,301, 

306, 326, 404, 480, 576, 638, 647.
Resolutions reported, 81, 113,136, 200, 237, 254, 262J!i292, 306,326,404, 480, 676, 638, 647. 
Resolution received, 269, 309, 643.
Resolutions agreed to, 81, 113, 136, 200, 237, 262, 272, 292, 310,326, 404, 480, 576, 643,647.
No Quorum in Committee reported, 246.
Point of Order reported from, 248.

WEBB, MR. FREDERICK WILLIAM
Commission in favour of as Aoting-Clork during the absence on leave of the Clerk of the Assembly 

reported, 73 ; oatbs of allegiance and office administered to, 73.
WEEKLY ABSTRACT OF PETITIONS : —

Nos. 1. to 41 ...........................................................................................................................................
WEEKLY REPORTS OF DIVISIONS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Nos, 1. to 21 ...................................................................................................................... ......................
WENTWORTH (See "WATER SUPPLY")
WEST KEMPSE Y. . . . _ „ ,

Notification of resumption of bind in connection with wharf accommodation, laid on Table, 13 ... 
WEST MAITLAND CODRT-IIOUSE

Motion made (Mr. Thompson) for copies of all letters, plans, specifications, and other documents, 
relating to the purchase of a site for and the erection of a Court-house, 281; Return to Order,
laid on Table (not printed), 350 ; ordered to be printed, 548........................................................

WEST WALLSEND AND MONK-WEARMOUTH RAILWAY BILL:—
Petition presented (Mr. &. A. Lloyd) for leave to bring in, 118; 02nd Standing Order suspended, 

134; leave given, presented and read 1°, 137; referred to Select Committee, 150; Report 
brought up, 222; Order of tlie Day postponed, 229; read 2°, committed, reported without 
amendment, and report adopted, 241; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 245 ; returned 
with amendments, 375; Order of the Day postponed, 398 ; Council’s amendments agreed to, 
465 ; Message to Council, 466; assent reported, 502.

WHARF
Phtnes Point, Parramatta Ritbr :— _

Motion made (Mr. Abigail) for copies of all minutes, letters, reports, plans, &c., in reference to
erection of, 336; Return to Order laid on Table, 526.......... ........................................................

WHIPPING (See ,lABOLITION OF PUNISHMENT BY WHIPPING! BILL" also “PUNISH
MENT BY WHIPPING ")

WILBERFORCE COMMON ,
Petition from certain Trustees and residents of Wilberforcc, representing that the proposed sale or 

certain portions of the Common would bo prejudicial to them, and praying that the resump
tion or sale be not sanctioned, presented, 435............................................................ -...................

WILCANNIA (See “RAILWAYS”)
WILEY, Mr. W. T. (See "EDUCATION ”)
WILLOUGHBY AND GORDON TRAMWAY BILL:— _

Petition presented (Mr. Ires) for leave to bring in, 359; leave given, presented and read 1,367 ; 
referred to Select Committee, 385; Report brought up, 435 ; Order of the Day postponed,
672,658 .......................................................................................................................... ................ ;

Petition from Michael McMahon in opposition to, and praying to be heard in person or by Counsel
before the Select Committee, presented and referred to the Committee, 402..............................

WINE (See "SPIRITS, WINE, AND BEER”)
WISDOM, AIR. ROBERT:—

The Honor able Member tor Morpeth :—
Guilty of persistent obstruction and disorder, 379; Speaker directs Sergeant-at-Arms to remoTe, 

lum from the Chamber, 380*
Refuses to until draw disorderly words interjected, and named by Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. 

Slattery), 650.
Motion made (Mr. Foster) that the removal and exclusion from the House of, by the Speaker, 

without tlie Order or Resolution of the House were contrary to tbo Law and Usages of 
Parliament and the Privileges of this House—amendment moved (Mr, Want) to substitute 
other words, 402; amendment and motion, as amended, carried on division, 403.

Uses disorderly words, which were taken down, “This is a brutish Government,” 607; motion 
made (Sir Patrick .Jennings) that words are disorderly, should be withdrawn and apologised 
for, and carried, and Air, Wisdom, refusing to comply with the Resolution, Sir Patrick 
Jennings moved that Mr. Wisdom is guilty of contempt, and should be committed to the 
custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms, Speaker’s Warrant issued, and the Honorable Member taken 
into custody and removed from the House, 60S; discharged from the custody of the Sergeant- 
at-Arms, 609.

WISEMAN’S FEBRY DISTRICT (See “ ROADS ”)
WITHDRAWAL OF ESTIMATES (Seo “FINANCE”)
-WOLLONGONG :—

Sale of Situ op Old Public School :— i
Motion made (Mr. Suitor) for all correspondence, 112; Return to Order, laid on Table, 160 ......

WOLLONGONG PUBLIC SCHOOL SITE SALE BILL:— .
Motion made (Dr. Renwick) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 478 ; read 2 , committed, 

reported without amendment, and report adopted, 490 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Coiuicil, 
493 ; returned with amendments, 515 ; Order of Day discharged, and Bill withdrawn, 653. 

WOLSELEY PARK, GUNNEDAII:- . r ^ t , ,
Motion made (Jfr. Abigail) for all correspondence respecting appointment of Trustees of, and 

statement showing receipts and disbursements and meetings attended, 133.
WOODS, CARSON, PATENT PAVING:—

Correspondence respecting, laid on Table, 36........... ......................................... ...................................
WOOL:— , .

Correspondence respecting tbe "Ofiitcd. St&tcs Duties, laid on Table* 193 ............ ............ ................
Return showinE exportation of, from 1880—86, laid on Table, 318 —..........................................

WOOLLAHRA VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE:— _ .
Motion made (Mr. Neild) for copies of all letters, applications, &c.> by, for registration under the 

Act, 188; Returns to Order, laid on Table, 193, 208 ..................................................................
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HBPBBENCBS TO THE TOTES AST) rEOCBEBINQS, TOL. I.— I2TH PABLIAMENT—SESSION 1S85-6. PATEItB. '

w
WOBBS (See also " DISORDER ”)

Disorderly, uscsd by (he Honorable Member for Morpeth (Mr. Wisdom'), taken down, 607.
WORKING CLASSES

Motion made (Mr. O’Sullivan) for Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency of 
appointing: a Commission to inquire into the hours of labour of indoor workers, and the con
dition of shops, warehouses, and factories, with a view to legislation for preventing the over
working of females and children, and the proper sanitation of premises, 107 ; Order of the 
Day postponed, 116, 117, 130, 177, 193, 216, 294; Order of the Day discharged, 412.

WORKSHOPS (See "REGULATION OP FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS RILL” also 
RAILWAYS ”}

WRIGHT, HEATON, & CO. (See 11 RAILWAYS ”)
WRITS OP ELECTION (See “ELECTORAL’')
WYATT ESTATE LEASING BILL;—

Petition presented (Mr. W. J, Fergusson) for leave to bring in, 40 ; leave given and read 1°, 47 ; 
referred^to Select Committee, 50; Report- brought up, 102 ; order of the Day postponed, 116, 
130, 175; motion made for 2°, and debato adjourned, 189; read 2°, committed, reported 
without amendment, and report adopted, 112; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 215; 
returned with amendment, 254 ; Order of the Day postponed, 2G4; Council’s amendment 
agreed to, 278; assent reported, 359,

VOL. PAGE.

8 1073

YOUNG (See “ELECTORAL”)
YOUNG, THE HONORABLE JAMES HENRY

Accepted ofUco as Minister of Public Instruction, and seat as a Member for The Hastings and Manning 
declared vacant, 72 ; issue and return of Writ reported, sworn 73.
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1885.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

DEPARTMENT OE LANDS.
(■REPORT TOR 18S4.)

iJpresfntdD tc JJarliamcnt bi] Commanb.

Charles Oliver, Esq., Under Secretary, to The Hon. J. S. Earnell, Secretary for
Lands.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 4th September, 1885.
I have the honor to submit for your information the Eifth Annual 

Deport of the working of this Department, being for the year ended 31st December, 
1884. ‘

Schedules I to XXXVIII attached will show in a tabulated form the work to 
a large extent of the Department during that period, and also the result of the 
various methods of alienating the Crown. Lands by auction, improvement purchase, 
special purchase, volunteer land orders, and conditional purchase. Schedules 
XXXII to XXXVI give similar information as regards the leasing of Crown 
Lands by pre-emptive and auction leases.

A summary of the principal transactions is as follows: —

Auction.

Sold. Amount realized, Average price 
per acre.

acres. £ £ 3. d.

Town lands ..................................... 633 32,008 50 li 0

Suburban......................................... 2,097 21,476 7 19 2

Country .................................... . 38,214 72,412 1 17 11

Compared with 1883 the amount of country land sold is somewhat in excess, whilst 
the price realized per acre is Gs. Id. per acre higher. The area of town and suburban 
lands disposed of was slightly less, whilst the average prices per acre realized were 
greater—the figures being, £48 7s. and £50 11s. for town, and £5 14s. 6d. and 
£7 19s. 2d. for suburban. The restriction in the early part of 1883 and continued 
in 1881 of auction sales of country lauds will account for the groat falling off in 
this form of alienation compared with 1882 and preceding years.

This,'together with the total suspension of the operation of clause 30 of the 
Lands Act further Amendment of 1880, under which lands passed at auction could 
be selected at the upset price, has resulted in the guarantee deposit of Gd. per acre 
required, when making application for survey of lands for auction sale, falling to 
£47 5s., representing 1,890 acres, as against,£2,947, representing 119,880 acres in 
1883; and £56,012, representing 2,240,480 acres in 1882. Another effect is the 
refunding of guarantee deposits to the amount of £38,446 for non-survey and 
auction sale of lands within twelve months from date of application. This sum 

3—A though
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though less by £2,280 than that refunded in 1883, is much larger than during any 
preceding year. The amount forfeited as a penalty for not purchasing at auction 
when the lands were offered within twelve months from date of application is very 
much larger than, in the preceding year, but far less than in 1882; thus in 1882, 
£679; 1883, £2 12s.; 1884, £243 6s.

The number of applications tendered (30) to select land in virtue of Volunteer 
land orders is less than for many years past, and in all probability this form of 
alienation will ere long be obsolete. At the end of last year there were sixty-five 
applications unsatisfied, many of which were made prior to 1884, but owing to the 
remoteness of the land, in addition to other causes, such as conflict as to precedence, 
have remained unsettled so long.

Improvement Purchases.

A noticeable feature in the work of the year is the very large number of 
applications tendered to purchase under the 2nd clause of the Act of 1875. The 
following statement in brief will show the number of applications and area for years 
1880 to 1884 inclusive:—

Year. i
No. of Applications. Area.

1880 .............................................. 1,912
Acres.

340,289
1881.............................................. 1,455 235.045
1882 .............................................. 2,153 441,554
1883 .............................................. 2,544 576,185
1884.............................................. 6,4G7 1,416,879

Prom this it will be seen that, while the area applied for in 1880 was slightly 
greater than in 1881, there has been an increase yearly ; though during the last year 
the area was unusually large. It may be observed that from the 17th July, 1884,— 
the date mentioned in sub-section 2 of clause 2 of Crown Lands Act of 1884, after 
nhich improvements effected or acquired will not confer a right to purchase—to the 
17th October following—the date upon which the Act was assented to,—there were 
tendered no less than 3,578 applications, covering an area of 611,581 acres, being 
more than half the total number of applications, and nearly half the total area. 
Prom the date last mentioned to the end of the year there were tendered 1,970 
applications, representing an area of 1,349,357 acres. Thus while the number of 
applications tendered during the last quarter of the year was rather more than half 
of the preceding quarter, the area applied for was more than double. The following 
statement in tabular form shows the result during the periods mentioned for nine of 
the principal Land Districts:—

From 17 July to 17 October, 
1884.

From 18 October to 31 December, 
18S4.

No of 
applications. .Aren. No. of 

applications. Area.

Acres. A cres.
Wilciumia................................................... 864 71,898 170 11,604
Bourke ........................................................ 315 44,855 244 56,365
Hillston...................................................... 212 31,219 141 27,155
"Wentworth ................................................ 203 27,149 153 21,142
hay .......................................................... 175 48,128 75 21,905
Cobar........................................................... 158 37,953 171 19,290
Deniliquiu................................................... 152 46,529 85 16,418
hutibo ....................................................... 128 33,037 4! 6.684
Wagga Wagga............................................ 120 23,728 76 17,806

The Western Division of the Colony has, it will ho seen, furnished by far the 
largest number of applications. 'This is no doubt accounted for by the abolition, at the 
end of the year, of sales in virtue of improvements, consequent upon the change in the 
Land Law of the Colony, under which all such applications were to be lodged on or 
before the 31st December, 1884, as also to the provision that at the expiration of 
leases under the new law no compensation will be allowed for improvements.

The
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The actual area sold during the year is 252,12,’7 acres, in 1,191 lots, realizing 
£302,315, or an average of £1 3s. lid. per acre. Whilst the price realized may he 
considered very satisfactory, and worthy of remark, the area sold is greater than 
during the two preceding years hut less than in 1881 and 1880. The sales in virtue 
of improvements are thus summarised:—

3

Teiir. No. of Lots sold. Area sold. Amount realized. Average price 
per acre.

acres. £ £ s, d.
1880 1,245 ' 237,646 243.02G 10 5
1881 2,G48 474,098 487,094 10 7
1882 934 165.030 175,23G 113
1883 G58 103,774 116.219 12 4
1884 1,191 252,127 302,315 1 3 11

Special Purchases.
' Schedule XI, referring to purchases under 9th, 10th, 11th, and l2th clauses,
i.e., reclamations, sale of unnecessary roads, &c., &c., shows that 506 acres were sold, 
realizing £5,125. The area is less ky 154 acres than in 1883, while the amount 
realized is greater hy £1,990. _ ^

During the year 6,595 acres have keen granted or dedicated for public 
purposes (Schedule XII). This area is larger than for the two preceding years—the 
principal increases being for Permanent Commons, Recreation Grounds, Public 
School Sites, Cemeteries, and Show Grounds. _

The number of Deeds of Grant prepared (Schedule XIII) rvas 5,416, against 
5,478 for 1883. Whilst there is but a slight falling off in the number of grants 
the area included therein is less by 274,981 acres. This is accounted for by confi
ning the sales by auction to town and suburban lands, and small areas of country 
lands in the immediate vicinity of towns. In connection with the work of the Deeds 
Branch it may be remarked there is still awaiting delivery a large number of grants 
prepared before the Real Property Act (or Torrens Act, as it is popularly known as) 
came into operation in 1863. They refer mostly to lands in the County of Cumber
land, and in what arc called the Old Settled Counties and Towns; and although 
every effort is made to insure their falling into the hands of those rightly entitled 
to receive them, there is not wanting evidence to show that on account of flic daily 
increasing value of the land endeavours have been made to obtain possession of them 
by persons who were unable to prove they had a right to their custody.

Leases.

In Schedules XXXII to XXXVI arc disclosed in detail the various items 
connected with pre-emptive leases and leases submitted to auction.

During the year the number of applications for pre-emptive leases was 1,754 
for 1,345,431 acres, as against 2,897 for 2,638,903 acres in the preceding year; 4,430 
for 4,537,181 acres in 1882 ; and 4,450 for 4,616,168 acres in 1881. Of the pre
emptive leases granted prior to 1884 there were renewed for that year 16,093 for 
an area of 14,327,884 acres giving an annual rent of £46,232 12s., or -f^d. per acre. 
This number and area arc less than for the two preceding years, but greater than 
for 1880 and 1881. The annual leases originally purchased at auction were renewed 
for 1884 in 3,543 cases for an area of 2,372,774 acres, at a rental of £8,384. Tire 
Leases advertised for sale hy auction as well as those sold were about equal to 1883.

In connection with leases within the control of this Department there were 
received 218 applications to ringbark 182,167 acres. During the year 171 permis
sions were granted to ringbark an area of 155,188 acres.

Conditional Purchases.

With the exception of 1879 and 1880, during no year of the last decade has 
the number of selections taken up and the area applied for fallen as low as in 1884. 
Between 1882—in which the greatest number of selections were made and the 
greatest area taken up during any financial year—and the year just closed there 
has been a falling off of 3,949 selections representing an area of 938,280 acres.
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It may be somewhat difficult to account for this, but two potent causes may perhaps 
be considered to be the severe drought through which the Colony has recent li 
passed, and the initiation some three years ago of a radical change in the land 
laws, fostering the belief in many that under a new policy of disposing of the Crown 
Lands easier and more favourable terms would be obtained than prevailed under the 
system then in force. How far that belief prevailed at the latter part of the year 
may be partly gathered from the fact that of the total number of selections, 10,657 
representing 1,453,937 acres, received during 1884, no less than 1,714, representing 
an area of 243,421 acres were tendered in the month of December alone, fully 
two-thirds of which were under sections 21 and 22, i.e,, as Additional Conditional 
Purchases, which increase the area of the holding without incurring necessarily 
residence or improvement conditions.

This result is the more noticeable as there were only three “ Land Office” 
days in that month; and the year’s selections and area represented would, if calculated 
on that experience, far exceed that of any year in the history of the Colony.

Although the total numher of selections was only seventeen less than in 1883, 
there would seem to have been, compared with that year, a great disinclination to 
incur the residence and improvement conditions required hy section 13 of the Act 
of 1861, whilst there was an appreciable leaning to the enlarging of holdings then in 
existence hy selecting under section 21. A glance at Schedule XVII, in conjunction 
with the similar Schedule for the preceding year, will show that there were 638 less 
selections under section 13 (requiring residence and improvement) than last year ; 
while the number of selections under section 21 (residence not required and improve
ments not essential hy reason of both conditions having been fulfilled on the original 
selection) was greater hy 582 than during the same period. Prom the same returns, 
showing in detail the Land District in, and the section under, which the applications 
were made, it appears the demand for land was greater last year than hi 1883 in the 
following districts:—Armidale, Walcha, Maclcay Kiver, Scone, Tam worth, Bathurst, 
Bombala, Cooma, Casino, Glen Innes, Invcrcll, Manning lliver. Port Macquarie, 
and Port Stephens. In the case of the first four mentioned the increase was over 
200 per cent. In the districts of Wagga Wagga, Brisbane Water, Coonamble, and 
Burrowa there has been a marked falling off; whilst a similar result, to a less extent, 
has been experienced in the districts of Bourke, Brewarrina, Cowra, Dubbo, Gunning, 
Hillston, Lisrnore, Molong, and Moree.

During the year 4,715 selections, representing 696,851 acres, reverted to the 
Crown, either hy cancellation, voidance, lapsing, or forfeiture. This number and 
area are in excess of the two preceding years (though the increase lias been regular 
year by year), a result brought about hy renewed efforts to overtake the work of 
inquiring into the fulfilment of conditions as soon as possible after the close of three 
years from the date of selection. Of these there were declared lapsed (for non- 
rcceipt of declaration as to residence and improvement, or for non-payment of instal
ment of or interest on the balance of purchase money) 958 selections, amounting to 
125,274 acres, being nearly 300 per cent, in excess of the preceding year.

Schedule XVIII discloses that on the 31 st December last there stood good in 
the Registers 139,601 selections, representing 17,247,022 acres, a proportion of which 
will no doubt he ultimataly forfeited. This area, however, includes over 1,000,000 
acres the deeds of which have issued, all necessary conditions having been fulfilled.

A reference to Schedule XXVI will show that during the year there were 
6,017 transfers, representing an area of 1,525,456 acres. Though the total number of 
transfers was less by 196 than during the preceding year, the area transferred was 
nearly 17,000 acres more. There has, however, been an increase over 1883 in the 
following districts:—Young, Cassilis, Armidale, Deniliquin, Glen Innes, Grafton, 
Lismore, and Molong, and a decrease in Bathurst, Bega, Burrowa, Coonabarabran, 
Corowa, Gunnedah, Inverell, Patrick’s Plains, Tamworth, Wagga Wagga, and 
Warialda.

" Conditional purchases to the numher of 226, representing an area of 23,451, 
taken up prior to 1875, were in the year brought under the 8th clause of the Act of 
1875, enabling the outstanding balance of the purchase money to be paid ofl: by 
instalments of Is. per acre. This number is rather in advance of former years, and 
makes a total of 5,240, representing 513,790 acres, brought under the operation of 
that clause, but taken up prior to the Amending Act of 1875.

4
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The work done in the field by the Inspectors of Conditional Purchases was 
about the same as in the previous year, though some 1,500 cases more were referred' 
to them for report as to fulfilment of conditions. The number of cases reported 
upon by the Commissioners during 1881 was largely in excess of those of the previous 
year, and as the Inspectors have to attend the Commissioners Court to give evidence, 
the fact of their (Inspectors) being unable to keep pace with the number of instruc
tions sent them to visit and report upon selections may be thus accounted for. The 
details of the work done in this direction will be seen by a glance at Schedules 
XXVII to XXIX.

The total revenue received for conditional purchase under the various items— 
deposit money, instalments, interest, and balance of purchase money was £952,281, 
being in the aggregate about £20,000 in excess of the amount received in 1883 from 
the same sources. Whilst such is the case, however, the amount received for 
deposits fell £43,414 below the previous year, and £340,000 below 1882; the items 
standing thus1S82, £621,617; 1883, £424,968; 1884, £381,550.^ It may be 
here remarked though that the great falling off of revenue from this source since 
1882, the year in which the largest amount was ever received, may, as before stated, 
be accounted for, perhaps, mainly by the early prospects of a change in the land 
laws. Consequent upon the large area selected in 1881 (not far below 1882), there 
was last year an increase of £15,500 for interest, and £45,800 for instalment over 
the previous year. There was also an increase of £3,153 received for balances 
of purchase money. The receipts for tire years 1882,1883, and 1884, are thus 
epitomised.

5

Year. Deposits. Interest, Instalments. Bakncea.

18S2 ..................
£ s. d.

621,617 1 11 
424,968 0 10 
381,550 4 0

£ s. d.
287,526 13 9 
310,076 6 7 
326,183 18 9

£ s. d. 
129,921 0 7 
137,277 8 9 
183,080 19 3

£ 8. d.
109,666 12 5 
68,813 10 4 
61,400 3 5

1883 ..................
1884 ..................

1,428,135 6 9 924,386 19 1 450,279 8 7 229,446 G 2

Owing to the large area taken up in each of the years 1881 and 1882, and 
the large amount received as deposit money,—far in excess of that of any previous 
year, there may be fairly anticipated to receive during 1885 a large increase upon 
previous years in the items “ Interest ” and “ Instalments,” payable at the expira
tion of three years (or within three months thereafter) of the date of selection.

Miscellaneous.

The authority of the Governor and Executive Council was obtained in 1,358 
cases for the revocation of reserves from sale or lease and the notifying of other 
reserves, together with the alteration of designs of towns, villages, &c.

Eor railway purposes thirty lots respecting 106|- acres were resumed in 
accordance with the Railway Resumption Act of 1874. Vide Schedule XXXVII. 
The amount appropriated by Parliament (exclusive of the Survey Branch) to meet 
the services of the year was £99,415, of which £92,526 18s. 5d. has been expended. 
Of the remaining balance £3,267 11s. 5d. will in due time be written off under the 
Appropriation Act, leaving £3,620 10s. 2d. to meet outstanding claims.

£1,139 3s. lid. has also been paid for advertising out of the vote provided in 
the Treasury Department, and, £4,530 9s. 9d. for services of 1883 and previous 
years, which have been met from the balances remaining at the commencement of 
the year, thus making the total amount expended during the year £98,896 12s. Id., 
a decrease of £2,819 0s. lid. as compared with the previous year.

The Departmental Staff shows an increase of three officers, viz., a chief 
clerk and two additional clerks. The staff of the Auction Sales Branch was 
reduced hy one half, three of the clerks being transferred to the Lease Branch, and 
one to the Deeds Branch for which the two additional clerks provided for were also 
found to be necessary.

It null thus bo seen that the staff at the end of the year was about equal in 
strength to that of the previous year, while it may bo remarked that the expenditure 
thereon during the year now under review was £1,700 less than in 1883.

In
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_ In concluding this report of the last year of the existence of the Land Acts, 
covering a period of twenty-four years, it may be remarked that the work for 1884 
has been reviewed rather in the light of simple results than in that of inferences 
which would tend to conclusions more or less correct, or of experiences derivable 
therefrom. The gradual increase in the price realized during the last few years for 
Crown Lands is also worthy of note. There has been a steady upward tendency as 
regards all classes of land, culminating with the year just closed. Toward the latter 
end of the year the work of the Department became somewhat disarranged, though 
not impeded, by the necessary changes being given partial effect to, in order that 
the requirements of the Crown Lands Act of 1884 might be met as far as necessary 
and practicable on its coming into operation at the beginning of 1885.

Attached hereto (Schedule XXXVIII) is a resume of the operation of the 
Land Laws of the Colony, from which it will be seen that on the 31st December, 
1884, the total area of land alienated from the foundatiof on the Colony, including 
conditional purchases, the deeds of which have issued, was 21,207,708 acres.

_ Including 16,363,311 acres taken up as conditional purchases, but the deeds 
of which had not issued on the 31st December, owing to non-payment of balance of 
purchase money, or to other causes incident to the law, there remained unalienated 
at the close of the year an estimated area of 171,567,728 acres.

Appended hereto is the report of the Surveyor-General.
I have the honor to be.

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

CHA11LES OLIVER,
Under Secretary.
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Schedule I.

Eetuhit of Auction Sales of Town Lands under tlie 23rd section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861.

Laud Districts. Counties.
No. of 

lots
offered.

Area offered.
No. ot 

lots 
sold.

Area sold.
Per-

Area not bid for. ccntage 
sold.

Amount realized. Average price 
per acre,

Deed
fees.

a. r. p. ft. r. p. a. r. p. £ s. d. £ B. d. £
49 20 1 2SJ 47 18 3 m i 0 0 92 818 3 1 42 i G 47

1 0 1 0 i 0 1 0 100 20 0 0 80 0 0 1
65 32 1 30i 16 7 3 30* 24 2 0 25 440 0 0 55 8 5 16
15 7 0 30 10 4 1 10 2 1 25 57 91 5 0 IS 15 6 10
14 6 1 2 3 1 1 28 4 3 14 9 13 10 0 9 9 5 3
IS 9 0 11 8 4 0 11 5 0 0 44 74 15 0 18 7 5 8
6S 59 2 33 56 22 1 23 37 1 10 37 908 0 0 40 8 2 56
52 26 0 0 4 2 0 0 24 0 0 8 157 0 0 78 10 0 4
36 18 0 0 20 10 0 0 8 0 0 55 80 0 0 8 0 0 20
20 10 0 0 20 10 0 0 100 215 3 6 21 10 5 20

296 140 3 5 80 33 2 5 107 1 0 30 5,241 0 0 156 4 6 80
23 11 2 0 11 5 2 0 6 0 0 45 262 10 0 47 14 6 11
30 15 2 1 25 13 2 37 1 3 4 86 241 15 0 70 2 1 25

1 0 2 0 1 0 2 0 100 25 0 0 50 0 0 1
100 45 2 23 39 16 3 7 28 2 5 36 479 2 6 28 0 0 39

1 0 1 2 1 0 1 2 100 10 0 0 33 1 11 1
101 50 2 0 3 1 2 0 49 0 0 3 75 0 0 50 0 0 3

67 33 2 0 1 0 2 0 33 0 0 1 40 0 0 80 o- 0 1
121 85 0 6 72 47 3 4 34 2 20* 56 2,753 17 6 54 10 6 72

1 0 2 0 1 0 2 0 100 25 0 0 50 0 0 1
25 12 2 5 7 3 2 5 9 0 0 28 30 10 0 8 12 1 7
6 4 0 9 4 0 9

13 7 3 16 12 7 1 17 0 1 39 88 214 5 0 29 2 6 12
30 15 0 0 10 5 0 0 10 0 0 33 46 0 0 0 4 0 10
48 a 3 2$i 44 11 0 0 0 3 28* 91 200 14 0 18 4 11 44
52 26 1 31 26 1 31
40 20 0 0 9 4 2 0 15 2 0 21 76 5 0 16 18 10 " 9
24 11 1 2H 18 8 1 214 3 0 0 72 188 6 0 22 16 7 18
69 32 3 30 25 12 0 0 20 3 30 66 300 4 0 25 0 3 25

S 2 3 23 8 2 3 23 100 29 5 0 10 2 2 8
1 0 2 0 1 0 2 0 100 6 0 0 12 0 0 1

16 4 2 29 15, 4 0 29 0 2 0 90 148 2 0 35 8 4 15
16 8 0 0 10 4 2 0 3 0 0 60 32 0 0 8 0 0 10

1 0 2 0 1 0 2 0 100 4 0 0 8 0 0 1
72 25 2 13* 42 9 0 6| 16 2 64 36 2,272 10 0 251 6 G 42

1 0 1 8 1 0 1 8 100 75 0 0 250 0 0 1
9 4 2 0 1 0 2 0 4 0 0 8 8 0 0 16 0 0 1
3 0 3 15 2 0 2 12 0 1 3 65 42 0 0 73 0 9 2
7 3 0 39 3 0 39 14

36 37 2 13 14 6 3 10 10 3 3 40 286 11 0 42 1 3
43 21 1 24 9 4 1 14 17 0 10 35 670 19 0 154 14 0 9

]75 137 3 37 52 48 2 32 88 1 5 19 1,477 18 0 29 16 2 52
119 37 1 19 119 37 1 19 100 2,004 )2 G 53 12 10 119
55 26 1 15 31 13 3 4 12 2 11 53 1,988 10 0 144 7 1 31
42 18 2 33 26 12 0 384 6 1 344 66 178 5 0 14 11 2 26

S 2 3 9 4 1 1 13 1 1 36 49 24 4 0 18 3 7 4
5 0 3 25* 5 0 3 254 100 33 19 6 37 7 6 5

49 19 3 16 49 19 3 16 100 1,057 5 0 53 5 0 49
35 25 2 13 2 1 0 0 24 2 13 4 20 0 0 20 0 0 2
53 15 2 21 21 6 1 38 9 0 23 GO 663 16 0 102 6 4 21

6 1 2 0 1 2 0
4S 21 0 23 21 13 3 33 7 0 30 66 493 10 0 35 5 4 21

4 1 1 194 4 1 ) 19| 100 45 15 0 33 7 0 4
35 33 2 18} 11 0 0 30 27 1 28) IS 322 0 0 52 0 9 11

178 94 2 IS 26 16 3 6 77 3 10 19 1,041 10 0 62 0 0 26
4 5 2 34 4 5 2 34 100 69 10 0 12 4 0 4

13S 03 0 16 41 19 0 15 44 0 1 31 1,327 0 0 69 10 0 41
10 6 3 14 7 4 3 28* 1 3 13 71 78 10 0 16 0 0 7
34 16 2 30! 34 16 2 30) 100 217 0 0 15 0 0 34

2 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 100 12 0 0 12 0 0 2
41 20 0 14 4 1 3 35 IS 0 19 10 73 0 0 37 0 0 4

3 1 2 0 1 2 0
12 5 0 0 5 2 0 32 2 3 8 40 18 10 0 8 4 6 5

107 49 1 20 62 29 3 20 19 2 0 55 757 2 6 25 7 0 62
60 28 l 25 54 25 2 25 2 3 0 88 257 0 0 10 0 4 54
24 12 0 0 20 10 0 0 2 0 0 83 105 10 0 10 11 0 20
35 30 o m 35 30 0 32J 100 770 15 0 25 5 0 35
47 11 2 13 ] 0 1 0 11 1 13 2 10 0 0 40 0 0 1
41 16 0 6 30 12 2 11 3 1 35 75 2,064 2 6 61 11 10 30
17 6 2 265 4 0 3 llj 5 3 15 12 44 5 0 53 15 4 4
11 5 0 0 11 5 0 0 100 251 0 0 50 4 0 11

’,987 1,521 3 3f 1,333 633 3 32 882 2 12* 41* 32,008 2 7 50 11 0 1,333

Albury.

Armidale.. 
Balraunld 
Bathurst..

Bega.........
Bingara .. 
Bombala ,. 
Bourke.....

Brewarrina. 
Burrowa .... 
Camden .... 
Casino........

Cobar . 

Cooma .

Coonabarabran 

Coonamble......

Cootamundra .
Corowa ........
Cowra ............
Dubbo............

Deniliquin 

Forbes.......

Glen Lines 
Goulburn... 
Grafton ,..

Grenfell ... .
Guudagai.....
Gunning .....
Hay.............
Bithgow .....
Liverpool. ...
Lismore .....
Molong .. .. 
Moruya ....
Mudgee .....
Morcc .........
Murmnmdi 
Narrabri .....

Yass.... 
Young .

Natrandera.....
Parkes.............
Parra matta....
Penrith .........
Port Macquarie ... 
Queanbeyan ..
Bylstonc.........
Stroud..... .......
Tamworth .....
Tenterfield.....
Tumut.............
Torce .............
Wagga Wagga

W cst Kempsey 
Wilcamiia ......

Goulburn..........
Selwyn..............
Sandon .............
Caira.................
Bathurst ........
Westmoreland..
Auckland.........
Murchison .....
Wellesley.........
Gunderbooka ,.
Cowper.............
Narran.............
King.................
Camden .........
Rous.................
Drake .............
Cambelego .....
Mouramba .....
Beresford........
Wellesley.........
Baradine .........
Gowen.............
Leichhardt .....
Gowen .............
Bland .............
Denison ........
Bathurst .........
Narromine .....
Lincoln .............
Cadell .............
Townsend .....
Ashburnbam .,
Bland .............
Gough .............
Argyle .............
Clarence .........
Fitzroy............
Monteagle __
Harden ...........
King................
Sturt...............
Cook.................
Cumberland.....
Rous................
Ashburnbam .
St. Vincent__
Phillip ............
Courallic ......
Buckland........
White ............
Nandewar ....
Cooper ..........
Ashburnham ,
Cumberland.....
Cook...............
Macquarie ....
Murray............
Roxburgh........
Gloucester ...
Parry ............
Clive................
Wynyard ......
Gloucester __
Bourke............
Clarendon .. .
Wynyard.........
Raleigh..........
lively n............
Young ............
Harden .........
Harden ..........

Total

iSdllEDUI.E It.
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Schedule II.

Return of Auction Sales of Suburban Lands under the 23rd section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861.

Land Districts,

Albury .. 
Armidale...
Bega...........
Bombala ...
Bourke......
Brewarrina 
Braidwood 
Cobar ......

Cooma..................
Coonabarabran ...

Cootamundra......
Corowa..................
Cowra ..................

Dubbo..... ............

Forbes.................

Glen Innes .........
Goulburn.............
Grenfell .............
Gundagai.............

Lithgow .............
Liverpool.............
Lismore .............
Molong................
Moruya .............

Mudgee .............
Moree .................
Parkes.................
Penrith .............
Rylstone.............
Tenterfield.........
Tirana .................
Walcha .............
West Kempsey ..
Wilcanuia .........
Tarea .................
Yass.....................
Young.................

Counties,
No. of 
lots 

offered
Area offered.

No. of 
Eots 

offered.
Area sold. Area not bid for, Per

centage Amount realized. Average price 
per acre.

Deed
Fcch.

a. r. p. a. r. P- a. r. p. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Goulburn............. 14 19 0 5 0 n 0 20 7 3 25 58 311 0 0 27 19 1 9
Sandon .................. 4 20 0 0 4 20 ft ft lf>ft 100 o o 5 A q 4
Auckland.............. So 1,064 3 25 34 1,062 O 25 99 7,181 ft 6 9fi 5 o 34
Wellesley................ 19 93 1 IS 17 ' 81 1 28 87 245 2 3 13 10 5 17
Gunderbooka ..... 21 199 0 10 G 17 2 28 IS! 1 22 8 113 0 0 6 7 9 6
Narran................. 12 92 3 15 92 3 15
St, Vincent.......... 3 3 O 3 3 ft 3
Cambelego ......... IS 53 0 30 5 12 2 32 45 1 38 22 40 IF"F FTio “fl
Mouramba ......... 50 306 0 23 3 10 1 1 286 3 22 6 64 5 0 3 3 S 3
Robinson......... 4 22 0 2 4 22 o 2 Iflft ftfl 1A o 3 3 ft 4
Beresford.............. 140 744 2 25$ 69 217 2 294 525 0 4 30 3,838 2 6 IS 19 5 09
Baradine .............. 30 60 3 25 4 4 3 0 56 0 25 9 10 0 0 2 2 1 4
Gowen ................. 3 13 2 24 1 4 2 8 9 0 16 30 18 10 0 4 ] 4 1
Bland .................. SO 172 2 13 23 42 2 19 129 3 34 23 1S5 1 0 4 6 10 23
Denison.................. 11 24 1 0 2 14 1 16 9 3 24 58 44 8 0 3 2 0 2
Bathurst .............. 3 20 3 9 o 20 3 q IftD 190 o o O 9 3
Forbes ................. 7G 303 3 24 33 140 3 23 225 1 17 38 1,369 18 0 9 ii 0 33
Gordon.................. 49 36 3 3 11 9 0 2 27 3 1 25 ISO IS 9 21 1 5 11
Lincoln......... 3S 8S5 1 9 21 406 3 30 41S 1 19 52 994 10 0 2 2 6 21
Ashburnham ...... 33 79 3 351 15 10 1 30i 63 2 5 20 119 15 0 7 7 2 15
Bland .................. 20 115 2 14 2 9 2 27 105 3 27 7 19 6 9 2 0 0 2
Forbes .................. 5 9 2 19 5 9 in inn on in o 1ft t 0

1
5

Gough .................. 2 9 0 0 2 9 0 0 100 140 0 0 15 11 2
Argyle .................. 20 111 2 20 9 18 2 13 93 o ii 16 143 5 0 7 13 9 9
Monteagle .......... 10 25 3 27 15 23 3 27 2 0 0 SS 172 0 0 7 4 0 15
Harden ................. 20 58 o n 19 51 2 11 6 2 0 89 105 12 0 3 4 2 19
Ularcndon.................. 1 45 0 0 0 ft
Cook ......................... 54 1,031 3 O 1,051 3 0
Cumberland.......... 0 s 2 38 0 S o 38 inr> 245 o o 93 1 o ft
Rous ..................... 45 SO 0 35 45 SO n mo 3 PI 15 o o 4ft 15 45
Ashbumhatn ...... 21 54 1 13 16 44 2 19 9 2 34 so ’lS7 9 0 4 4 2 16
Dampier .............. SS 3 21 88 2 91 100 223 9 d 2 10 0 7
St. Vincent.......... 3 36 2 20 30 2 20
Wellington .......... 1 50 0 0 1 20 0 0 30 0 0 40 40 0 0 2 0 0 i
Couralhe .............. S 51 0 28 8 51 ft 98 TOO ftftl 10 ft |fi G g
Ashburnbam ...... 3 3 1 38 3 3 i 38 100 23 12 6 6 15 6 3
Cook...................... 1 0 2 0 G 9 n
Roxburgh.............. 11 s 3 16 0 5 0 16 3 3 6 ’62 27 5 0 5 6 10 _G
Clive...................... s 16 2 S 16 2 8
Urana ................... 1 10 3 0 ] 10 3 0 100 64 10 0 6 0 0 l
Vernon.................. 5 8 0 20 s 0 20
Dudley.................. 4 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 100 368 0 0 1S4 0 0 4

8 62 1 22 62 1 99
Gloucester .......... s dS 0 2S i 0 2 4 41 2 24 . J4 To IF"o 2 10 "o i
Harden.................. n 3 1 20 i 0 3 15 2 2 o 30 15 10 0 IS 3 0 i
Harden.................. 30 410 2 10 6 62 2 7 378 0 9 12 267 10 0 4 12 3 6

Total ...... 902 6,699 3 2 421 2,097 2 26 3,982 3 10 40 21,476 18 7 7 19 2f 421

Schedule III.
Return of Auction Sales of Country Lands under 23rd section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861.

Land Districts.

Albury

Armidale.

Balranald 
Bathurst .

Bega......................

Berrima ..............
Bingera ..............
Bombala..............
Brewarrina..........
Burrowa ..............

Braidwood ..........
Camden ..............
Cassilis ..............

Casino ..................
Cooma..............

Counties.
No. of 
loti 

offered.
Area offered.

No. of 
lots 

sold.
Area sold. Area not bid for. Per

centage. Amount realized. Averagepricc 
per acre.

Deed
Fees.

a. r. P- a. r. P’ a. r. P- £ 8. d. £ 8. d. £
Selwyn................... i 148 0 ft 1 ]4S 0 ft Iftft f59Q ft ft 4 5 ft
Goulburn................ 5 118 3 0 5 118 3 0 100 274 IS 9 2 6 3 5
Hume ..................... 6 629 0 0 0 629 0 0 100 1,312 17 0 2 1 9 6
Clarke ..................... 1 200 0 0 200 0 o
Sandon ..................... 17 1,035 2 0 3 91 0 0 944 2 0 9 234 10 0 2 11 G " 3
Wakool..................... 2 210 0 0 240 0 o
Bathurst ............... 1 39 2 ft 39 9 o
Genrgianna ............ 3 180 1 0 ISO i 0
Roxburgh .................... 3 4 3 -a

^4- 1 1 2 39 3 0 of 25 5 9 11 3 3 1 ~1

Westmoreland. .. . 2 52 O 0 52 0 0
Auckland..................... 5 380 2 0 5 3S0 2 0 100 665 17 6 1 15 0 ~5
Dampier .................... 1 32 3 0 1 32 3 0 100 327 10 0 10 0 0 1
Camden.................. 1 32 ] 20 ] 32 1 20 Iftfl fU ) ft o ft ft
Murchison ................ 1 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 ]O0 5 0 0 2 10 0 1
TT ellesley................ 11 928 1 0 7 620 2 0 307 3 0 07 1,046 9 2 1 15 4 7
Narran ............... 1 320 0 o 1 320 ft ft Iftft *79 ft ft J It q
Harden................. 7 25S 3 10 7 258 3 10 100 517 12 0 2 0 0 7
King...................... 1 120 O 1) 121) 0 ft
St. Vincent ......... 2 4 0 0 4 0 0
Westmoreland . ... 2 SO 0 0 SO 0 0
Bligh .................. 4 287 1 20 2 121 0 20 100 ] 0 49 106 10 0 1 7 6 2
Brisbane ............. 2 140 0 0 I 40 0 0 100 0 0 28 60 0 0 1 10 0 1
Kichittowi .......... 3 323 0 0 i SO 0 0 243 0 0 24 156 0 0 1 19 0 1
Bcresford.............. 11 014 0 20 4 238 1 0 375 3 20 3S 337 7 6 1 10 0 4
Wallace.................. 4 141 3 0 2 08 0 0 73 3 0 48 102 0 0 1 10 0 2
Wellesley.............. 1 100 0 0 1 100 0 0 100 241 13 4 2 S 4 1
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Schedule III—continued.

Land District. Counties.
No. of 

lots 
offered

Area offered, j No. of 
lots 

sold.
Area sold. Area not bid for. Per

centage Amount realized. Average price 
per acre.

Deed
Pecs.

a. r. P. A. r. P. a. r. P' £ s. d. £ 8. d. £
Coonabarabran ... Gowen ................. 9 125 3 34 7 73 3 34 52 0 0 59 339 1 4 4 11 8 7

Napier .................. 1 30 0 0 1 30 0 0 100 45 0 0 1 10 0 1
4 1,251 0 0 4 1,251 0 0 100 1.974 10 0 1 n 7 4

Cumnngham ..... 2 225 3 0 1 ' Go 3 0 160 0 0 29 98 12 6 1 10 0 1
1 2L5 2 o 215 0 0

23 5,489 2 0 19 4,693 3 0 795 0 0 94 10,511 7 10 2 4 9 19
Hu mo .................. 20 3,249 3 0 17 2,399 3 0 850 0 0 61 6,004 15 5 2 10 0 17

) 30 1 o 1 30 1 0 100 45 7 6 1 10 0 1
6 1,086 0 0 5 1,018 1 0 67 3 0 93 2,221 8 5 2 3 6 5
] ' 73 o o 1 73 0 0 100 251 17 0 3 9 0 1
1 33 3 14 1 33 3 14 100 150 10 2 4 9 9 1
1 40 0 o 1 40 0 0 100 so 0 0 2 0 0 1
2 o o 2 247 0 0 100 370 1 0 0 1 10 0 2
1 Mfi o o 1 106 0 o 100 172 5 0 1 12 6 1

17 3,S95 1 0 8 1,343 1 0 2,552 0 0 34 2,128 5 5 1 11 S 8
Cadell .............. 2 3 0 2 245 3 0 100 411 10 0 1 13 5 2
Wakool.................. 7 1,928 2 0 7 1,928 2 0 100 2,892 15 0 1 10 0 7

1 320 o o 320 6 0
2 100 o o 2 100 o 0 100 170 0 0 1 14 0 2
1 31 i 0 i 31 1 0 100 46 17 G 1 10 0 1
3 020 n n 920 0 0

10 1,003 2 30 7 320 1 30 6S3 1 0 30 814 0 8 2 4 6 7
1 TOO (1 o 100 0 0
8 4S9 0 0 4S9 0 0

Grafton .............. Clarence .............. 20 809 0 8 IS 741 2 8 67 2 0 91 2,165 18 9 2 18 4 18
1 100 0 0 100 0 0

Grenfell ............. Monteagle ........ 3G 84 3 10 23 55 0 4 29 3 12 05 223 7 8 4 1 2 23
Forbes ................. 3 324 2 0 1 240 0 0 84 2 0 74 3G0 0 0 1 10 0 1

1 80 0 0 1 SO 0 0 100 120 0 0 1 10 0 1
Bland ................ 7 1,603 1 0 3 720 0 0 943 1 0 43 1,080 0 0 1 10 0 3

2 232 0 0 2 232 0 0 100 435 0 0 1 17 6 2
9 305 3 18 9 305 3 IS 100 726 16 9 1 19 8 9
2 733 2 0 2 733 2 0 100 1,420 5 0 1 IS 8 2

Pottinger............. 10 1,758 1 0 S 1,658 1 0 100 0 0 90 2,944 18 6 1 15 6 8
] 40 o o 40 0 0
y 48G 1 0 486 1 0
1 40 o o 40 0 0

Hay...................... 3 470 2 0 2 320 2 0 150 0 0 08 400 12 G 1 5 0 2
Waradgery .......... 7

1
1,106

400
2
o

0
o

3 467 0 0 639
400

2
0

0
0

42 802 10 0 1 14 4 3

3 189 i 20 1 1G 3 20 172 2 0 17 50 12 6 3 0 0 1
2 173 3 0 2 173 3 0 100 270 3 9 1 11 1 2
2 46 3 0 2 40 3 0 100 91 2 6 2 1 0 2
J 47 3 o 47 3 o

Lismore ............. Richmond............. 3 139 0 0 1 35 0 0 95 0 0 7 52 10 0 1 10 0 1
Rous...................... 4 185 2 30 3 152 3 20 32 3 10 82 496 16 3 3 4 1 3

Maitland.............. Northumberland.. 2 108 2 0 1 73 2 0 85 0 0 67 165 7 6 2 5 0 i
Molong.................. Asbbuvnliam ..... 7 877 2 0 1 70 0 0 SOI 2 0 91 114 0 0 1 10 0 1

Gordon ...... ........ G 670 1 36 '3 42 2 0 627 3 36 7 GS 15 0 2 11 1 3
3 8 0 O 3 8 0 0 100 IS 15 0 2 6 10 3
8 21 n ao 8 21 0 30 100 121 4 6 5 14 2 8
3 G5 2 0 3 65 2 0 100 104 5 0 1 11 9 3
1 108 0 0 1 108 0 0 100 135 0 0 1 5 0 1
1 40 o o 40 6 0

Musclebrook ..... Brisbane ............. 3 97 3 10 1 33 2 0 G4 1 10 34 67 0 0 2 0 0 1
1 62 0 0 1 52 0 0 100 78 0 0 1 10 0 1
5 485 1 0 4 437 1 0 48 0 0 95 746 5 0 1 14 2 4
J o o 640 0 0
G 799 i 6 G 799 1 0 100 1,401 2 v 3 1 15 3 6

Boyd...................... 1 320 0 0 1 320 0 0 100 760 0 0 2 7 6 1
1 63 1 n 1 63 1 0 100 79 l 3 1 5 0 1
3 95 0 22 3 95 0 22 100 179 4 2 1 17 8 3

Wellington ......... ■■ 3 27 2 0 1 20 0 0 1 2 0 96 39 0 0 1 10 0 1
Parkes.................. Ashburnham .... G 245 2 0 5 145 2 0 100 0 0 60 258 9 0 1 10 0 5

2 70 2 0 1 48 0 0 22 2 0 CS 72 0 0 1 10 0 1
3 120 o o 120 0 0

Phillip 1 200 9 n 200 D 0
4 ISO 0 30 1 40 0 0 149 0 30 22 50 0 0 1 5 0 1

Durham .............. 5 269 1 0 1 10 1 0 253 0 0 6 32 10 0 2 0 0 1
Singleton.............. Northumberland . 2 13G 0 0 I 10 0 0 120 0 0 12 24 0 0 1 10 0 1

1 48 3 o 48 3 0
5 440 0 0 2 140 0 0 300 0 0 31 426 0 0 3 0 10 2

Ingl i ah................. 2 1G0 0 0 160 0 0
8 414 0 10 8 414 0 10 ioo 721 11 11 i 14 io 8
1 120 o o 120 0 0

Tumut.................. 8 42 1 6 3 32 1 0 10 0 0 78 84 7 G 2 12 4 3
Urana .................. Urana ................ 30 7,253 0 0 32 6,373 3 0 879 1 0 83 11,210 18 9 2 15 2 32

Hume ................ 2 390 2 0 2 390 2 0 100 585 15 O 1 10 0 2
Walcha . 3 273 1 0 o 100 0 0 113 1 0 38 34 G 0 0 2 3 3 2
Wagga Wagga .. , Bourke.................. 2 187 3 0 1 100 0 0 27 3 0 85 200 0 0 1 5 0 1

Clarendon............. 2 III l 0 2 111 1 0 100 106 17 G 1 s 2 2
Mitchell .............. 9 961 2 0 S 921 2 0 40 0 0 96 1,441 1 9 1 11 3 8
Wynyard.............. 2 31G 3 0 2 316 3 0 100 433 0 0 1 5 0 2

Walgett ............. Leichhardt ... . 4 1,280 0 0 4 1,280 0 0 100 1,600 0 0 1 5 0 4
WarYaldn.............. Burnett,,,.............. 4 488 0 0 3 223 0 0 205 0 0 45 334 10 0 1 10 0 3

) 40 o o 40 0 0
Wellington .......... 1 40 0 0 1 40 0 0 100 50 0 0 1 5 0 1

Wilcanuia .......... Young .................. 14 210 3 31 O 22 0 31 188 3 0 11 221 19 0 10 0 0 2

3—B
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Schedule III—continued.

Land District. Counties.
No. of 

lots
offered.

Area offered.
No. of 

lots 
sold.

Area sold. Area not bid for. Per
centage Amount realised. Average price 

per acre.
Deed
Fees.

n, r. p. a. r. p. a, r, p. £ s. d. £ e. d. £
Taree ..... ............ Gloucester ......... 4 190 0 0 i 40 0 0 150 0 0 22 60 0 0 1 10 0 1

Macquarie .......... 3 95 0 0 i 51 0 0 44 0 0 53 78 0 0 1 10 7 1
Kitie......................... ] 33 0 0 1 33 0 0 100 41 5 0 1 5 9 1
Murray'.................. 3 296 0 28 i 16 0 28 280 0 0 5 24 5 0 1 9 11 1

3 13S 3 0 138 3 0
3 61 2 39 3 61 2 39 100 107 1 1 1 14 10 3

Monteagle .......... 105 2,163 1 19 52 1,557 0 17 602 1 2 71 2,639 3 0 1 13 9 52
5 190 0 0 190 0 0
i1 40 0 0 40 0 0
2 265 3 0 265 3 0

Raymond Terrace. St. Vincent.......... 3 12S 3 0 128 3 0

Total... ......... 673 59,237 3 20| 397 38,214 2 14 21,019 1 6! 6,474 72,412 1 6 1 17 11 397

Schedule IV.
Eetup.n showing applications under section 30 of the Lands A cfc Amendment Act of 1875 during the 

year 1884—Lands to he measured and brought to auction.

Number of applications 
in l&H. Area applied for. Amount of Guarantee 

Deposits paid in 1SS4.
Amount forfeited in 1BS4— 

Paid in previous years.

Amount authorised in 1S84 
to he refunded; having* boon 

paid in that and previous 
years.

a, r. p. £ 3. d. £ s. d. £ b. d.

22 1,890 0 0 47 5 0 243 6 0 38,446.16 6

Schedule V.
Dicrosns forfeited in ISS't, in terms of the 26lh Clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1801, for 

non-payment of the balance of purchase money within the required time.

Description of Land. Land District. Counties. No. ot Iota. Area of Portions 
forfeited.

Amount of Deposit 
forfeited.

•
a. r. p. £ B. d.

Goulburn ........*............ I 0 2 0 1 14 5
1 0 1 35 3 5 0

Bous ,,, ......................... 1 0 1 11 2 7 6
Bcresford .................... . 3 2 2 214 19 17 6

1 0 2 0“ 8 0 0
Cook ............. ........... .. 2 1 0 0 6 5 0
Auckland ...................... 1 2 3 0 4 5 0

2 11 3 30 7 7 9
Bercafora ...................... 1 1 3 32 6 7 6
Forbes .......................... 1 2 2 24 5 6 0
Harden .......................... 2 4 0 0 I 16 0

Total...................... 16 28 2 334 £66 11 8

Schedule VI.
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Schedule VI.
Return showing the situation of and amount realized for Town and Suburban lands sold at auction

during 1SS4-.

Town or Village of.
Town. Suburban.

Lots. ArcfL Total amount 
realized. Lota. Area. Total amount 

realized.

a, r. p. £ s, d. a. r, p. £ s. d.
Albury................................................ i 0 3 28 23 10 0 8 9 3 30 299 0 0
Armidale............................................. i 0 1 30i 25 0 0 4 20 0 0 100 0 0
ballina West .................................... 12 6 0 9 534 10 0
Balranald............................................. 9 4 1 10 91 5 0
Baradine ............................................. 7 3 2 5 30 10 0 4 4 3 0 10 0 0
Bega..................................................... 30 1,053 0 10 7,063 0 0
Bingera................................................. 4 2 0 0 157 0 6
Blackheath ......................................... 3C 39 3 4 1,227 13 0
Bombala .............................................. 15 70 0 3 234 12 3
Boorowa ............................................. 35 13 2 37 241 15 6
Bourke................................................. 40 13 0 5 2,199 0 0
Bourke (North) ....................... .......... 20 10 0 0 '215 3 6 6 17 2 28 113 0 0
Bowning ............................................ 4 0 3 UJ 44 5 0 1 0 3 15 15 10 0
Bowra ................................................. 35 30 0 32| 770 15 0
Bulladelah ......................................... 33 16 2 IG" 213 0 0
Buugondore......................................... 41 19 0 15 1,327 0 0
Bye Hock............................................. 41 20 2 0 3,042 0 0
Candelo .............................................. 15 8 0 22 315 10 0
Cauowindra........................................ 9 4 2 0 76 5 0
Casino ................................................. 38 1C 3 7 479 2 6
Cobar ................................................ *4 99 9 0 09 10 0
Oobborah West ................................ 4 86 1 30 174 0 0
Cobborah............................................. 25 12 0 0 300 4 0 16 341 0 0 682 0 0
Coila..... ............................................... 7 88 3 21 223 9 4
Collector ............................................. 3 13 2 19 68 10 0
Colombo ............................................. 41 14 1 1 592 10 0 3 9 0 15 118 8 6
Coolaman............................................ 21 10 2 1 J77 12 6
Cooma ................................................. 69 47 3 4 2,753 17 G 69 217 2 294 3,838 2 6
Coonabarabran .................................. 1 4 9ft 18 10 0
Coonamble .......................................... 12 7 1 17 214 5 0
Copeland ............................................. I 0 0 14£ 4 0 0
Cowra ............................................. 36 161 2 32 1,559 18 0
Crookwell............................................. io 4 3 19 254 11 0
Currathool West................................. 9 4 1 14 670 19 0
Curra wanna......................................... 1 0 2 0 17 10 0
Deniliquin (South)............................. 1 0 2 0 COO
Dubbo ................................................. 19, 4ft 9 9 328 6 9
Emu (Emu Plains)............................ 7 3 1 20 147 0 0
Eugowra ............................................. 12 2 3 19 71 2 0
Forbes ........................................... .. 2 0 3 10 69 0 0 21 26 0 94 216 5 0
Forster................................................. 5 2 0 32 18 10 0 1 6 2 4 16 10 0
Galargambone................................. i.. 10 5 0 0 46 0 0
Germanton ...................................... 36 13 2 732 0 0
Giriiambona.......................................... 3 12 0“ 75 0 0 5 12 2 32 40 10 O
Glenbrook ........................................ G 3 0 0 129 0 0
Glen Innes .......................................... 2 9 0 0 140 0 0
Goodooga (Bokhara) .......................... 11 5 2 0 262 10 0
Goulburn............................................. 42 9 0 6J 2,272 10 0 6 4 3 39 74 15 0
Grafton................................................. 1 0 1 8
Grenfell ............................................. 2 0 2 12 42 0 0 15 23 3 27 172 0 0
Grong Grong ..................................... 40 IS 3 19 562 0 0
Gulgong ............................................ G 0 3 254 33 19 6
Gunning ............................................. 4 1 3 31 32 0 0
Guyra ................................................. 14 7 0 0 395 0 0
Humula .............................................. 20 10 0 0 105 10 0
Jerilderic............................................. 1 man R4. 10 0
Jindera................................................ 9 4 2 0 62 3 1 i 1 0 39 12 0 0
Jugiong........................................ 19 51 2 11 165 12 0
Junee ............................................... 54 25 2 25 257 0 0
Katoomba ........................................... 14 8 3 28 250 5 0
Lawson.............. ................. ............ 13 10 1 28' 705 10 O
Lionsville ............................................ 1 0 1 2 10 0 0
Lismore ............................................... 19 7 2 35 1,454 0 0 45 SC 0 35 3,515 0 0
Liverpool ............................................. 119 37 1 19 2,004 12 6 6 8 2 38 245 0 0
Manildraf............................ ................ 26 12 0 384 178 5 0 16 44 2 19 187 9 0
Marsden ............................................. 10 5 0 0 40 0 0 2 9 2 27 19 6 9
Mathoura............................................ 1 1 23 17 5 0
Milparinka ......................................... 1 0 1 0 10 0 0
Mogo..................................................... 4 1 1 13 24 4 0
Moree ................................................. 45 19 3 16 1,057 5 0 8 51 0 28 661 10 6
Mount Pleasant.................................. i 0 1 28 5 10 0
Mudgee................................................. 1 90 o n 40 0 n
Mulwala ............................................. 1 13 1 0 40 0 O
Mumunburrah ...... .......................... ii 5 0 0 251 0 0 6 62 2 7 267 IO 0
Narrabri West .................................. 21 6 1 38 663 16 0
Natrandera .......................................... 10 5 0 0 259 10 0
Narromiue ..................................... . IS 8 1 21^ 18S 16 0
Nimity belle........................................ 1 0 2 0 25 0 0
Nuudle ................................................ 2 10 0 12 0 0
Nymagee............................................. 1 0 2 0 40 0 O 3 19 1 1 k 5 6
Nymboida .......................................... 1 0 2 0 8 0 0
Obcron................................................. s 4 0 11 74 15 0
Parkes ................................................ 4 1 1 194 45 15 0 3 3 1 38 23 12 6
Parramatta North.............................. 11 6 0 30 322 0 0
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Schedule VI—conlinmd.

Town or Village of.
Town. Suburban.

Lots. Area. Total amount 
roallfcecJ. Lots. Area. Total amount 

realized.

a. 1\ p. £ s. d. a. r. p. £ a. (1.
■pi 1 0 2 0 25 0 0

4 5 2 34 09 10 0
2 10 0 20 0 0

Kylstono ............................................ 7 4 3 28^ 78 10 0 0 5 0 16 27 5 0
J 0 2 0 4 0 0

Temora................................................. 40 11 0 0 200 14 0 23 42 2 19 185 1 0
4 1 3 35 73 0 0

Tumbariimba ...... ............................. i 0 1 0 20 0 0
1 1 0 16 4 8 0

TT„(h 1 0 2 0 20 0 6
2 1 0 0 8 0 0

Wellesley ............................................ 20 10 0 0 SO 0 0 2 2 1 25 10 10 0
4 2 0 0 308 0 0

WhSt+rtn * ' 21
26

8 3 33 234 0 0
12 2 11 2,004 2 6

3 1 2 0 12 0 0

1,333 033 3 32 32,008 2 7 421 2,697 2 26 21,476 IS 7

Schedule VII.
Returit showing the mimher of Volunteer Land Order Applications refused in 1884, satisfied in 1884, and 

remaining undisposed of or unsatisfied on the 31st December, 1884.

Number
ot

applications 
refused in 

18S4.

Area.
Number ot applica

tions satisfied in 1SS4. 
This also includes 
those made in 1884 

and in pm ious years.

Area.

Number of applica
tions unsatisfied or 

undisposed of on tho 
SLsti December, 1884. 
Applications made m 
1834 and in former 

years.

Area. Remarks,

30
acres.
1,500 75

acres.
3,750 65

acres.
3,150 None of the opplicStions mfidc 

in 18S4 have been satisfied 
by the issue of a grant.

Schedule VIII.
Return showing the number of Volunteer Land Order Applications made in 1884.

Land District. County.
Number

of
applications.

Area.
Number

of
applications

refused.
Area refused.

acres. acres.
Hutne ........................................ i 50 i 50

i 50
Murray.......................................•> i 50

i 50
Hons .......................... .................. 5 250 i 50

Do ............................................. Drake ... ........ ............  ............ G 300 i 50
T)n 1 50
T)n ... 4 200

1 50 i 50
3 150

Tin 1 50
2 100
1 50

nAdfii 2 100
3 150 2 100

Northumberland ........................ 3 150 2 100
1 50 ...............

Hav ................................................ 2 100 2 100
Do 3 150
Do Bovd .................. 1 50

2 100
2 100 1 50

Do .
Kempsey ........................................ Fitzroy......................................... 1 50 i 50
Moruya ............................................ Dampier .................................... 2 100 1 50

2 100 ......... ....
2 100
4 100

■Royd ....................................... 1 50
1 50
1 50
1 50

Hume . .. 2 100
1 50 i 50
4 200

GO 3,3.50 14 700



Schedule IX.
Applications to purchase in virtue of improvements under the 2nd clause of the Lands Acts Amendment Aet of 1875.

County.

Argyle ........
Ashburnham .

Iloorooiidara

Hourkc 
Bairona 
Boyd ...

Brisbane

Buccleugh

Buckland

Buller.......

Burnett ...

Land District.

Arrawatta

Auckland
Barradine

Bathurst..

Benarba . 
Bcresford 
Bland.....

Blaxland, 
Bligh ....

Goulburn 
Forbes ...

Parkes

Molong,

Inverell..............
Tenterfield ......
Warialda .........
Eden..................
Walgett ..........
Harrnbri .........
Coonabarabran
Carcoar..............
Cnwra ..............
Morcc .............
Cooma ..............
Cootamundra ..

Grenfell

Forbes .............
Young .............
Hillston .........
Wellington .....
Cassilis ............
Wilcannia........ .
Cobar.................
Wagga Wagga.
Bourke .............
Narrandera.....
Hay ................
Scone .............
Murrurundi.....
Cassilis............
Tumut ............ .

Gundagai .... 
Queanbeyan. 
Murrurundi. 
Tamworth . 
Gunnedah.... 
Tenterfield .
Casino ........
Warialda ....

Number of
applications mado and 

area applied for 
durint'' the year 1884.

Total number of 
applications and area 
applied for in each 

County includioff Land 
Districts.

No. n. r. p-
1 40 0 0

19 7 2 2
21 40 0 30
14 990 0 0
68 3,536 1 34J

’ "3 5 0 0
1 0 1 32

15 2,074 0 O
21 3,602 2 0

3 390 0 0
4 1,050 0 0
2 100 0 0
6 1,530 0 0
2 700 0 0

14 3,296 2 0
13 94 0 38
12 1,274 2 0
34 12,114 2 0

7 500 0 0
58 18 3 0
37 74 3 16
54 7,050 2 0
20 6 1 27
47 10,595 0 0

1 150 0 0
14 3,029 1 0

124 24,187 2 0
1 2 0 0

12 2,038 0 0
23 940 0 0
68 14,746 0 0

121 29,587 0 0
88 6,050 0 0
68 11,983 0 11
26 6,575 0 0

5 278 2 0
4 770 b 0
4 376 2 0
1 2 0 0

"'2 340 0 0

"io 973 0 0
6 1,370 0 0
7 1,750 0 0
7 374 0 0

"23 4,981 0 0

No.

141

28
2

22

25
34

7

231
124

13

‘91
121
88

"94

13

"3

23
7

a, r. p, 
40 0 0

0,653 2 181

5,042 2 0 
100 0 0

5,526 2 0

1,368 2 3S 
12,114 2 0 

500 0 0

20,924 3 3 
24,187 2 0

2,040 0 0

15,086 00 
29,587 0 0 

6,050 0 0

18,558 0 11

1,425 0 0

342 0 0

4,093 0 0
374 0 0

Class ot Land.

Country.......
Town ...........
Suburban ...
Country .......
Country .......
Suburban .,.
Town ...........
Suburban ...
Town ...........
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country .......
Country.......
Town ...........
Suburban ...
Country .......
Town ...........
Country.......
Country......
Country.......
Country.......
Suburban ...
Country.......
Country .......
Country.......
Country .......
Country .......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Suburban ...
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......
Country.......

Total number of portions 
purchased in each County, area purchased, 

aud amount paid, 
exclusive of pcnaltiea during 1884,

No.
1

'25

'26

13

"'e
7
5

39

"4

2

3

"67

"22
2

'l

"'2

a. r. p. 
50 0 0

69 1 16£ 

'246 "0 21

257 2 281 
1,281 1 0“

3,777 0 0 
" g'gi " "3 "0
2,446 X 0 

869 2 0

2,494 3 27 

1,420 b' 0

""'82’ b "0 

"'24b 6 "0

12,*532 b o

fi'sia "3 '0 
181 3 0

200

127 10

790 0 0 
720 2 0

£ s. d. 
62 10 0

348 7 0 

430 8 0

444 IS 0 
1,659 6 3

4,721 5 0

B239 7 6 
2,897 16 3 
1,246 17 6

3,339 6 0 

1,760 6 0

"165 0'0

" 250 0 0

H’boi ”4 io
7’i'i3" "s 'g

227 3 9

....... 2’b‘"0

" l'59 ' b ' 3

987 10 0 
875 12 6

Total number of portions ^ 
in the Lend Districts included with 

the Counties, area purchased, 
and amount paid, 

exclusive ol penalties during 1884.

No.
1

11
1 

13
1

23
2 
5 
1 
3 
7

6
7
5

27
1
4

4
1
1

’S
67

14
8
2

ft. r. p. 
50 0 0 
4 0 16J 

40' 0 0 
25 1 0 

199 1 0 
44 3 21 
2 0 0 
1 1 28£ 
' 0 0 

0 0 
1 0

256
1,281

2,920 0 0 
90 0 0 

767 0 0

991
2,446

869
6
2

466

3 0 
1 0 
2 0 
0 27 
0 0 
3 0

2,020 0 0

1,420 0 0 
2 0 0 

SO 0 0

' 240 6 "0
12,532 0 0

sj.Vss" ’ 2*"o
1,991 1 0 

181 3 0

2 0 0

127 1 0

790 0 0 
720 2 0

£ s. d. 
62 10 0 

140 7 0 
40 0 0 

168 0 0 
199 6 0 
199 3 11 
32 0 0 
45 3 0 

5 0 0 
394 15 0 

1,659 6 3

3,650 0 0 
112 10 0 
958 15 0

]|239 7 6 
2,897 16 3 
1,246 17 6 

485 17 3 
10 0 0 

5S3 8 9

2,260 6 0

1,760 0 0 
5 0 0 

100 0 0

”’250 "o' '0 
14,607 4 10

Asbi? s 3 
2,800 17 6 

227 3 9

2 0 0 

i59"i 3

987 10 0 
875 12 6

Penalties.

£ b. d.

1 12 0 
4 0 0

10 0 0

15 4 0 
10 0

0 10 0

126 0 0

Total amount 
paid.

£ s. d. 
62 10 0

1,229 15 11 
1,659 6 3

4,721 5 0

1.239 7 G 
2,897 16 3
1.240 17 6

3,355 10 0

1,760 0 0

"lob'ib 0

250 0 0 
14,733 4 10

7,113 5 9 
227 3 9

2 0 0

159 1 3

987 10 0 
875 12 6



County.

Burnett 
Cadell ...

Caira

Cambelego 
Clarence .... 
Clarendon

Clarke . 

Clive .... 

Clyde .... 

Cooper . 

Conrallie.,

Cowley

Cowper ........
Culgoa .......
Cunningham .

Dampier. 
Darling . 
Denham .

Denison . 
Dowling .

Drake .

Dudley 
Delalah . 
Durham

Evelyn

SciJJinTJ&tD IS—continued.

Applications to purchase in virtue of improvements under the 2nd clause of the Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875—continued.

Land District

Inverell ...........
Moama..............
Deniliquin .....
Balranald.........
Hay .................
Cobar ..............
Grafton .........
Wagga Wagga 
Guudagai.........

Cootamundra 
Glen limes ...
Armidale .......
Tenterfield ... 
Glen Innes .. 
Brewarrina ...
Walgett...........
Narrandera ...
Bourke ........ .
Moree ...........
Bingera...........

Queanbeyan.
Yass ............
Bourke .......
Brewarrina .
Forbes ........
Parkes ........
Condobolin . 
Broulee........
Tamworth ., 
Xarrabri ... .
Walgett __
Corowa.........
Condobolin ..

Hillston

Casino ............
Glen Innes ... 
Macleay Kiver.
Wilcannia.......
Musclebrook .
Scone. ..............
Dungog.............
Wilcannia........

Number of
applications matte and 

area applied for 
during the year 1834.

Total number of 
application.1* and area 

applied for in each 
County including- Land 

Districts.

Class of Land.
Total number of portions 

purchased in each County, area purchased, 
and amount paid, 

exclusive of penalties during' 1884.

Total number of porfciona 
in the Land Districts included with 

the Counties, area purchased, 
and amount paid, 

exclusive of penalties during 1SS4.

No. a. r. P No. a. r. P No. a. r. p £ B. d No. | a. Ta p £ B. a
10 2,156 2 0 33 7,137 2 0 Country........ l

Country..........
G 1,313 2 0 T 250 0 0 313 2 1 250 2 0 313 2 6

38 8,574 1 0 Country.........
2 300 0 0 46 10,187 3 0 Country ..........

35 3,870 0 0 35 3,870 0 0 Country.......... 7 400 0 0 450 0 0 7 400 0 0 450 0 0
i 200 0 0 i 200 0 0 Country.........

55 8,308 0 0 Country ........... 6 1 704- 0 o 2 203 0 0
6 12 0 0 5 1 31 21 j g o 13 5 l 31 0
2 4 0 0 13 3,113 0 0 4,054 5 0 7 1,409- 0 0 1,761 5 0o 486 0 0 65 8,000 0 0 Country ...........

j 40 0 0 40 0 0 2 40 0 0 40 0 0
1 040 0 0 1 640 0 0 Country...........
3 400 0 0 3 400 0 0 Country........... 2 255 o o 293 15 0

Country........... 3 297 0 0 ! 335 15 0 i 42 0 0 42 0 0
56 16,068 2 20 Country........... 36 13 244 n o 1 fi 474 15 0

3 1,120 0 0 59 17,188 2 20 Country.......... 41 15,936 0 0 19,839 15 0 5 2,092 6 0 3i 365 0 0
139 41,004 1 0 139 41,004 1 0 Country ........... 28 9,121 0 0 10,696 15 0 27 8,481 0 0 9,890 15 0

1 £40 o o .900 0
34 5,307 3 0 1 £4-3 o o i rii 14 (j

1 50 0 0 35 5,357 3 0 Country...........
Country . .......

8 1,788 2 0 1,953 9 6 1 ’l40 6 0 ’ 141 15 0

11 812 0 0 11 812 0 0 Country...........
Country...........

3 223 3 0 269 13 0 3 223 3 0 269 13 9

145 17,698 0 0 145 17,698 0 0 Country........... 7 3,400 0 0 4,250 0 0 7 3,400 0 0 4,250 0 0
52 19,713 0 0 52 19,713 0 0 Country..........
26 7,840 0 0 Country...........
17 6,470 0 0 Country...........
57 15,lo9 0 0 100 29,469 0 0 Country........... i 400 0 0 500 0 0 1 400 0 0 500 0 0

1 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 Country ..........
2 122 0 0 2 122 0 0 Country ........... 3 349 0 0 436 5 0 3 349 0 0 436 5 0
9 3,360 0 0 2 430 o o 500 0 ft
6 3,040 0 0 15 6,400 0 0 Country.......... 10 3,308 0 0 4,035 0 0 8 2,825 0 0 3,535 0 0

40 7,844 3 26 40 7,844 3 26 Country........... 30 4,778 1 0 5,377 3 9 30 4,778 1 0 5,377 3 9
14 3,106 0 0 3 l o 0 44 0 0

17 8 1 8 Town T.............
2 4 0 0 Suburban ......

67 12,844 1 0 100 15,962 2 8 Country........... 6 CIS 2 0 815 5 0 3 617 0 0 771 5 0
12 1,493 2 0 12 1,493 2 0 Country...........

1 195 n 243 15 0 195 243 15 0
1 200 0 0 1 200 0 0 Country...........

19 880 0 0 19 sso 0 0 Country...........
Country ......... 1 127 0 0 198 10 0 1 127 0 0 198 10 0

1 40 0 0 1 40 0 0 Country...........
1 40 0 0 50 0 0 1 40 o o ^O t) q

37 2,690 3 0 44 2,692 2 0 CouBtey........... 12 3 0 0 235 0 0
7 1 3 0 Town ...............

Suburban ....... 13 5 0 0 255 0 0 1 2 0 0 20 0 0

Penalties.

£ B. I

4 0 0

2 0 0

Total amount 
paid.

£ b. d.

313 2 6

"456'"o’ 0 

2, 203 0" 0
21 15 0 

1,761 5 0

40 0 0

335 15 0

10,830 15 0 

10,’606 ”l5" 0

1,953 9 6

273 13 9 

4,250 6 0

500 0 0

436 5 0

4,035 0 0 
5,377 3 9

815 5 0

243 15 0

19S 10 0

50 0 0

"257”"o' 0



Schedule IX—continwd

Applications to purchase in virtue of improvements under the 2nd clause of the Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875—continued.

County. Land District.
Number of

applications made and 
area applied for 

during- the year 1S84

Total number of 
applications and area 
applied for in each 

County, including Land 
Districts.

Class of Land.

I
JEwetimar ................1

Finch .....................
Fitzgerald...............

Fitzroy ...................
Flinders...................

Forbes.,,...................

Farnell .... ... .....
Franklin...................

Georgiana ...............

t
I

, I
Gipps .....................  I

I
Gloucester ........

Gordon ........... * .* i

Gough......... .............

Goulburn ...............
Gowcn.....................

Gregory...................

Gresham...................

Gundabooka ...........
Harden ................

Hardinge ...............

Hawes.....................

Ko. a, 1\ p- No. a. r. p-
Dubbo ........................... 2,680 0 0
Coonamble ................... 25 7,650 0 0 32 10,330 0 0
Walcett ....................... 77 23,895 0 0 77 23,895 0 0
Bonus e.......................... 7 840 0 0
Wilcaimia...................... 24 1,640 0 0 31 2,480 0 0
Grafton........................... 3 ISO 0 0 3 180 0 0
Parkcs .......................... 10 485 0 0 10 4S5 0 0
Cobar............................ 49 16,920 0 0 49 16,925 0 0

8 2,379 0 0
Cowra ........................... 5 810 0 0
Fovbes ........................ 4 8 0 0

12 3,353 0 0 29 6,550 0 0
WiJcanma .................. 20 2,700 0 0 20 2,700 0 0
Hillston . ............ 22 7,366 0 0 22 7,366 0 0
Hay.............................. 15 2,058 0 0 15 2,058 0 0

7 410 0 0
Goulburn....................... i GO 0 0
Bathurst...................... 6 12 0 0 14 482 0 0
Hartley.........................
Hillston ....................... S 2,800 b 0
Grenfell ....................... 8 2,320 0 0

2,154 3 0
Coudobolin ................... 50 11,010 0 0 73 18,284 3 0
Fort Stephens .............. 4 0 2 234

3 302 0 0 7 302 2 234

12 1,105 0 0
Dubbo ........................... 17 2,740 0 0 29 3,905 0 0

16 1,883 1 0
1 144 0 0

Inverell........................... 4 660 2 0 21 2,GSr 3 0
Alburv .......................... 24 2,612 3 0 24 2,612 3 0

5 909 0 0
Coonabarabrau ........... s 1,934 0 0 13 2,843 0 0
Dubbo .......................... 31 8,193 0 0
Coonamble .................. 22 5,798 0 0 53 13,991 0 0
Grafton.......................... 1 2 0 0
Glen Innea ................. 2 200 0 0 3 202 0 0
Bourke ........................... 78 30,803 0 0 78 30,803 0 0

1 65 0 07* 1,936 0 0
Cootamunclra .............. 1 ' 80 0 0

2 4 0 0
4 166 0 0 15 2,251 0 0

10 1,207 0 0
Inverel!........................... 2 ' 80 0 0 12 1,287 0 0
Waloba........................... 3 730 0 0 3 730 0 0

Country...........
Country...........
Counti y...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country ...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Suburban ....
Town ........ ...
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Town ...............
Country..........
Country...........
Suburban .......
Country...........
Country .........
Country...........
Country.........
Country ...........
Town ..............
Country...........
Town ...............
Country...........
Country...........
Country........
Country...........
Country...........
Country....... ..
Country...........
Country...........
Country........ .
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Suburban .......
Country ...........
Country.........
Country ...........
Country........

Total number of portions 
purchased in each County, area purchased, 

aud amount paid, 
exclusive of penalties during 1884.

Total number of ]x>rtion& 
in the Land Districts, included within 

the Counties, area purchased, Penalties.
and amount

exclusive of penalties during 1884.

No.

7
30

0
1

”42

29

2,040 0 0 
7,7o4 2 0

2,000 0 0
140 0 0

501 3 30 
100 0 0

9|709 ’ 0 "O

20S 2 0

406 0 0

0 3 334 
559 0 0

705 0 0 
1,087 0 0 
1,450 0 0

7,780 3 0

3,2S0 0 0 
172 0 0

2,347 10 0 
9,043 10 3

3,250 0 0 
175 0 0

649 10 0 
100 0 0

llj243 jT'o

272 16 3

507 10 0

IS 15 0 
652 15 0

925 15 0 
1,318 0 0 
1,812 10 0

9,545 13 9

4,100 O 0 
215 0 0

No.
2
5

30

6
2
1

1
1
2
1

39
3
1
3
I

3 
6
4

"15
14

a. r. p £ s. d.
740 0 0 747 10 0

1,300 0 0 1,600 0 0
7,754 2 0 9,043 16 3

2,600 0 0 3,250 0 0
140 0 0 175 0 0
200 0 0 250 0 0

1 2 10 12 10 0
0 1 20 12 0 0

300 0 0 375 0 0
100 0 0 100 0 0

8,338 0 0 9,672 0 6
1,371 0 0 1,571 y 0

0 1 0 5 0 0
6 0 0 15 0 0

69 0 0 86 6 0

133 1 0 166 11 3

90 0 0 112 10 0
146 0 0 . 182 10 0
170 0 0 212 10 0

2 0 32J 15 7 6

0 1 1 3 7 6
559 0 0 652 15 0

555 0 0 683 10 0

150 0 0 242 5 0
1,087 0 0 1,318 0 0
1,450 0 0 1,812 10 0

3,444 3 0 4,305 is' 9
4,336 0 0 5,239 15 0

3,280 0 0 4,100 0 0
172 0 0 215 0 0

s. d.

1 5 0

0 10 0 

""Tib 0

16 5 0

5 0 0

Total amount 
paid.

2,34710 0
9,043 16 3

3,250 0 0 
175 0 0 
250 0 0

400 15 0 
100 0 0

u'243' 5' G

274 16 3

523 15 0

18 15 0 
652 15 0

930 15 0 
1,318 0 0 
1,812 10 0

9,545 13 9

4,100 0 0 
215 0 0



Schedule IX—continued.

Applications to purchase in virtue of improvements under the 2nd clause of the Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875—continued.

County. Laud District.
Number of

applications made and 
area applied for 

during the year 1384.

Total number of 
applications and area 
applied for in each 

County, including Land 
Districts.

Class of Land.
Total number of portions 

purchased in each County, area purchased, 
and amount paid, 

exclusive of penalties during 133-1

4 Total number of portions 
in the Land Districts, include dwith 

the Counties, area purchased, 
and amount paid, 

exclusive of penalties during' 1884,

Penalties. Total amount 
paid.

Hume

Irrara ....................
Inghs ......................

Jamieson................
Kennedy................
Kilfera....................
Keillara.................

Kmg........................

Landsliorough . ... 
Leichhardt.............

Lincoln .................

Livingstone .........

Manara .................

Menindic................
M itchell.................

Monteagle............

Mootwingee
Mossgiel.....
Mouramha .. 
Murchison ..

Macquarie 
Murray .....

Napier.......

Narran......
Narrominc

Nicholson

Albury ...............
Corowa.......
Urana ..............
Bourke ...............
Tam worth........
Avimdale...........
Narrabri .........
Parkes .......
Balranakl..........
Bourke ........
Wjlcannia........
Buirowa .........

Bourke .............
Coonamble ......
Walgctt............
Uubbo .............
IVelhngton 
Wilcaimia........

Wi Ioann ia........
Balianald.........
Wilcaimia........
WaggaWagga .
Narrandera .....
Young ..............

Grenfell

Burro wa...........
Wilcaimia.........
H illston............
Cobar................
Invcrell............
Bingera.............
West Kompsey
Queaubeyau.....
Braid wood .. ..
Narrabri .........
Gutmeclah.........
Coonaharabran
Cassitis ........
Brcwarrina .....
Dubbo .............
Parkea .............
Hillston............
Hay ........ ,.......

No. a. r. P- No. r. p. No, a. r. P*
17 3,563 0 o
14 3 ^324 1 0
10 2i010 0 0 41 8,897 i 0 Country........... 5 071 3 0

132 10,605 0 0 132 19,605 0 0 Country...........
3 190 0 0 3 190 0 0 Country ...........

5 007 3 o
25 9,334 0 0 25 9,384 0 0 Country.......... 23 5,696 i 0
74 13,247 0 0 74 13,247 0 0 Country ........... 2 140 3 0

3 320 0 0 3 320 0 0 Country ........... 1 320 0 0
23 920 0 0
3 COO 0 0 31 1,520 0 0 Country ....... 5 360 0 0
1 40 0 0 1 40 0 0 Country...........

2,200 0 0 55 2,200 0 0
99 20,539 2 0
17 6,144 0 0 116 35,683 o 0 Country ........... 52 13,311 0 0
30 4.2S7 0 0 30 4,287 0 0 Country ........... 3 195 0 0

1 2 0 0 Suburban ....... 2 500 0 0
SO 16,365 0 0 90 16,367 0 0 Country ...........
12 3,503

5,915
0 0 Country...........

2fi 0 0 38 9,4)3 0 0 Country ........... 11 3,363 0 0
56 3,3S0 0 0 56 3,380 0 0 Country ......... 1 640 0 0
27 5,210 1 0

5 '369 0 0 32 6,079 1 0 Country........... 9 1,131 2 0
12 5 3 Hi Town ...............

7 20 0 0
16 742 0 37 Country ...........

5 2 9 0
16 29 0 17J
20 2,110 3 n"

1 112 0 0 77 3,031 2 oj Country ......... 22 302 2 2Si
74 5,380 0 0 74 5,380 0 0 Country ........... 4 1,350 0 0

117 11,322 0 0 117 11,822 0 0 Country ........... 30 11,318 2 0
01 13,565 0 0 91 13,565 0 0 Country ........... 3 410 0 0

6 325 0 0 Country...........
14 1,039 0 0 20 1,364 0 0 Country ........... 3 257 3 0

1 15 0 0 l 15 0 0 Countrv...........
2 117 0 0 1 HO 0 o
1 0 o 0 3 117 2 0 Town "..............

12 2,505 3 15 12 2,595 3 15 Countrv........... 8 1,329 3 0
23 2,914 0 0 23 2,914 0 0 Country .........

Country ...........
1 231 0 0

S3 32,388 0 0 38 32,388 0 0 Country........... 38 11,924 3 0
59 13,869 3 0 11 2,548 2 o
3 120 0 0 62 18,989 3 0

14 4,156 0 0
57 15,084 1 0 71 19,240 1 0 Country........... IS 6,239 3 0

£ &. d. No. A. r. p- £ 9. d. £ B. d. £ s. d.
2 512 0 O 592 0 0
3 159 3 0 198 13 0

790 13 9 7 tm 12 9

2 427 3 0 534 13 9
759 13 9 3 130 0 0 225 0 0 759 13 9

7,107 17 6 23 5,696 1 0 7,107 17 6 7,107 17 6
175 IS 9 2 140 3 0 175 18 9 175 18 9
400 0 O 1 320 0 0 400 0 0 400 0 0

1 200 0 0 250 0 0
440 0 0 4 160 0 0 190 0 0 440 0 0

40 10,711 0 0 13,021 5 0
16,221 5 0 12 2; 600 0 0 3,200 0 0 16,221 5 0

253 15 0 2 155 0 0 203 15 0

625 0 0 1 40 0 0 50 0 0 253 15 0o. 600 0 0 C25 0 0 625 0 0
3,363 0 0 11 3,363 0 0 3,303 0 0 3,303 0 0

800 0 0 1 640 0 0 800 0 0 soo 0 0
4 3(51 .3 0 43* 3 9 1,309 7 9

1,309 7 6 5 819 3 0 872 3 9
1 0 1 344 15 0 0
1 3 1 12" 24 12 6
1 40 0 0 50 0 0 5 0 0
6 1 3 331 43 0 0 4 6 0
4 240 0 0 242 0 0 4 0 0
9 16 3 39 Cl 9 7 0 14 0 450 rj 1

436 -2 1
1,550 0 0 4 1,350 0 0 1,550 0 0 1,500 0 0

13,362 5 0 30 11,318 2 0 13,362 5 0 13,362 5 0
490 0 0 3 410 0 0 490 0 0 490 0 0

1 104 3 0 157 0 6
348 7 6 2 153 0 0 191 5 0 348 7 6

175 0 0 1 140 0 0 175 0 0 175 0 0
2 371 0 0 401 0 0

1,495 0 0 6 958 3 0 1,094 0 0 5 10 0 1,500 10 0
288 15 0 1 231 0 0 288 15 0 288 15 0

14,930 IS 9 38 11,924 3 0 14,930 18 9 14,930 IS 9
3,155 12 6 11 2,548 2 0 3,185 12 6 3,185 12 6

10 3,340 0 0 3,587 0 0 6,644 3 9
6,644 3 9 8 2,899 3 0 3,057 3 9



Schedule IX—continued.

Applications to purchase in virtue o£ improvements under the 2nd clause of the Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875—continued.

County. Land District.
Number of

applications mode and 
area applied for 

during the year 1884.

Total number of 
applications and area 

applied for in each 
County, including Land 

Districts.

Class of Land.
Total number of portions 

purchased hi each County, area purchased, 
and amount paid, 

exclusive of penalties during 1SS4.

Total number of portions 
in the Land Districts, included with 

the Counties, area purchased, 
and amount paid, 

exclusive of penalties during 1S84.

Penalties. Total amount 
paid.

CO
1 No. a. r. p- No. a. r. p- No. a. r« p. £ 8, d. No. a. r. p. £ B. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d.
O Oxley...................... Dubbo ........................... 31 7,642 0 o 31 7,642 0 o IS 0 0 7 860 9 0 14 12 0

Town .............. 20 6,408 2 0 8,0S2 0 1 ’ 6 2 0 ’ J222 6 6 8,097 1 0
Parry ....................... Tamworth...................... 7 220 o 0 7 220 2 0 Country........
Perry ....................... Wentworth ................... 72 6,694 6 0

Balranald....................... 13 520 0 0 Country ...........
Wilcaimia...................... 3 120 0 0 88 7,334 0 0 Country ........... 1 40 0 0 50 0 0 1 40 0 0 50 0 0 50 0 0

Poole ....................... Wilcaimia...................... 15 1,840 0 0 15 1,840 0 0
Phillip...................... Mudgee.......................... 13 13 2 7 S 14 2 14 55 10 0 1 0 0

35 333 1 0 Country...........
13 15 a 32j 73 0 0 5 1 1 18J 17 10 0 0 14 0 74 14 0

Rylstone ....................... 1 50 0 0 49 396 3 Country...........
Pottinger ............... Gunnedah................... 27 5,963 0 0 ID 2,705 0 0 0 0 17 0

Murrurundi................... 1 320 0 0 28 6,283 0 0 20 2,795 0 0 3,067 15 0 1 90 0 0 112 10 0 3,068 12 0
Rankin ................... Bourke......... ................. 57 5,590 0 0

Wjlciumia...................... 7 300 0 0 64 5,800 0 0 Country...........
Tiichmond ............... Casino ........................... i 420 0 0 1 420 0 0

02 8,fl80 o o 02 r s.sn o o 2 380 0 0 380 0 0 2 380 0 0 380 0 0 380 0 0
Rouse ....................... Tweed River ............... i 400 0 0 i 400 0 0

Casino .. ...................... 1 IUO 0 0 o q 1 640 0 0 800 0 0 SOO 0 0
Roxburgh ............... Bathurat ....................... 2 0 2 0 1 1 0 0 s o o

15 29 0 0 Suburban ....... 1 1 0 0 8 0 0 0 16 0 s 16 0
1 90 0 0 Country ...........

Rylstone ....................... 1 50 0 0 19 169 0
Annidale....................... 1 0 O 221 3 108 3 304 119 14 0 1 1 3 SOL 5 0 n

24 1,852 3 0 25 1,853 1 224 Suburban ....... i 2 0 0 7 14 0 0 14 0
Countrv ....... 1 100 0 0 100 0 0 113 8 0

Sehvyn..................... Albury ........................... 24 3,671 1 0 5 1 533 1 36 lySSl 12 0
1,534 0 34 1,897 10 0 2 0 2 38 5 IS 0 0 4 0 1,897 14 0

Tumut ........................... 1 o 0 0 25 3,673 1 0
Stapylton.................. Warialda....................... 8 1,770 0 0 3 525 0 0 625 0

Norce ........................... 28 15,663 0 0 36 17,433 0 0 Country........... 16 4,228 1 0 4,924 G 3 13 3,703 1 0 4,299 1 3 4 0 0 4,928 6 3
Hay ............................... (35 18,553 2 0 05 18,553 2 o 6 972 n o 1,215 0 0 G 079 0 0 1 91 n 0 0 1,215 0 0

St. Vincent ........... Braid wood .. ............... 16 32 0 0 (;i 12 O 0 7 30 n 0 1 0 0
Broulce....................... . 2 52 0 0 1 2 0 0 5 6 0 010 0
Slioalhavcn................... G 1,796 0 0 24 1,880 0 0 8 14 3 39i 47 o o

x 0 3 304 12 0 0 0 16 n 49 6 0
Taila ....................... Wentworth................... 33 3,540 0 0 5 200 O O 2*20 0 0

BaUanald .........  .......... 43 0 0 76 10,288 0 0 6 260 O fl 9RD o o 1 60 O O 60 n 0 980 0 0
Wentworth................... 62 19,360 0 0 62 19'360 0 0 3 704 2 O l1* G 3 704 9 O 1° ]•*> G
Bourke........................... 8 1,865 0 0 8 1,805 o o 1 260 0 0 325 0 0 1 260 0 0 325 0 6 325 0 0

Tougowoko ........... Wilcaimia..................... 2 0 1 32 44 s;270 2 24
42 3,270 0 32

Deniliquin ................... 125 28,049 1 0 77 18,900 2 O 21,665 6 36 0 0 7 979 0 15 0 0
Hay ............................... 90 30,065 1 0 215 58,114 o 0 41 12! 765 2 O 14,393 r> 0 21,680 1° 0

Pandora ................... Wilcaimia...................... 3G 2,215 0 0 36 2,215 0 0
Ularara ................... Bourke ........................... 12 2,550 0 0 45 4,545 0 0 Countrv ...........

Wilcaimia ...... ........... 33 1,995 0 0 Country ...........
Tirana ..................... Urana ........................... 8G 18,078 0 6 86 1,8078 0 f* Country........... 18 3,546 1 0 4,053 0 3 IS 3,546 1 0 4,053 0 0 43 10 6 4,096 10 9
Vernon .................. Walcha.......................... 11 1,398 1 0 11 1,398 1 0 ' Country........... 4 693 3 0 793 2 6 4 693 3 0 793 2 G 793 2 6

M



ScnEDUiiE IX—continued.

Applications to purchase in -virtue of iinpioTcmcnts under the 2nd clause of tho Lauda Acta Amendment Act of 1875—continued.

County. Laud District.
Number of

applications made and 
area applied for 

duxlng- tho year 1884.

Total number of 
applications and area 
applied for in each 

Countyt including' Land 
Districts.

Wakool

Wallace .... 
Wal jeers,...

Waradgery, 
Wellesley .

Woorc... ... 
Wellington

White........
"Wmdeyer .

Wynyard .

Westmoreland
Wentworth

Werunda .....
Yanda..............
Yancowinna ..

Yotmg........
Yangnulgra

No. fl. 1\ p* No. a. r. p-
Deniliquin ................... 179 333,046 1 o
Hay .............................. 12 2,8011 o o
Balranald....................... 6 M94 3 0 197 337,347 0 0
Cooma .......................... 8 841 2 0 8 841 2 0
Hillston ....................... 19 6,520 0 0
Hay ............................... 20 4)905 0 0 39 11,425 0 0
Hay ............................... 67 24,418 0 0 67 24,418 0 0
Bombala ....................... 5 960 0 o
Cooma ............ ....... . 6 425 3 0 11 1,385 3 0
Wilcannia ................... 57 4,180 0 0 57 4,180 0 0
MudjjTec ....................... 8 211 2 20
Wellington ................... 8 o$ 0 0 16 269 2 20
Narrabri ....................... 1 2 0 0 1 2 0 0
Wentworth ................... 7,036 0 0
Wilcannia ................... 36 3)700 0 0 101 10,736 0 0

30 0,235 2 20
lumut ..... ..................... 1 ' 0 1 0

2 3 0 36
13 514 0 0

Guudagai....................... 14 1,994 1 8 60 8,747 i 24

Bathnrst ....................... 6 12 0 0 6 12 0 0
Balranald ......... ........... 3 400 0 0
W entworth ................... 180 25,250 0 0 183 25,650 0 0
Wilcannia ......... . 66 4,700 0 0 06 4,700 0 0
Bourke........................... 72 18,555 0 0 72 18,555 0 0

J83 72 2 24.1
a 12 0 0
64 9,314 3 0 258 9,399 1 344

Wilcannia .................... 63 4,096 0 0 63 4,096 0 0
Wilcannia .................... 82 4,890 0 0 82 4,890 0 0

Totals....................... 0,467 1,416,879 1 20g 6,407 1,416,879 1 20J

Class of Land.

Country...........
Country .........
Country...........
Country ...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country ...........
Country...........
Suburban .......
Suburban ......
Country ...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Town ...............
Suburban .......
Country...........
Country...........

Suburban .......
Country ...........
Country...........
Country...........
Country...........
Town ............
Subui*ban .......
Country .........
Country...........
Country...........

Total number of portions 
purchased in each County, area purchased 

and amount paid, 
exclusive of penalties during 1884.

Total number of portions 
in the Land Districts, included with 

the Counties, area purchased, 
and amount paid, 

exclusive of penalties during 1884.

Penalties. Total amount 
paid.

No. a. r. P- £ 3. d. ■No. a. r. P- £ 5. d. £ s. d. £ 3. d.
16 2,808 0 o 2,915 15 o 25 8 0
3 '364 1 0 445 c> 3

20 3,414 i 0 3,603 i 3 i 242 0 0 242 0 0 3,628 9 3
3 255 i 0 304 i 3 3 255 1 0 304 1 3 304 1 3

9 3,741 3 0 4,566 15 o
15 6,701 3 0 8,266 15 0 6 2)960 0 0 3,700 0 0 8,266 15 0
38 14,000 3 10 15,726 11 3 38 14,060 3 10 15,726 11 3 15,726 11 O

7 570 0 0 699 17 6 7 570 0 0 699 17 6 12 7 0 712 5 0

3 5 1 9 14 5 d 0 6 8
4 5 3 9 24 5 4 i 0 2 0 10 0 0 24 12 0
1 200 0 0 250 0 0 i 200 O 0 250 0 0 250 0 0
2 840 0 0 1,050 0 0 2 840 0 0 1,050 0 0 1,050 0 0

6 312 1 0 505 G 3

3 6 0 0 40 o o
3 200 0 0 237 10 o

14 629 1 0 1,022 16 3 1 107 0 0 214 0 0
1 4 o 0 26 o o 1 09:9. If! 3

1 2 0 0 5 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 5 10 0

0 200 0 0 240 0 0 5 200 0 0 240 0 0 240 0 0
3 120 0 0 120 0 0 3 120 0 0 120 0 0 12 0 0 132 0 0

10 2,270 0 0 2,447 10 o 2,447 10 0
io 2,270 0 0 2,447 10 0
2 360 0 0 450 0 0 2 360 0 0 450 0 0 450 0 0
7 1,120 0 0 1,533 0 6 7 1,120 0 0 1,533 0 6 1,533 0 6

1,191 252,127 2 ioi 302,315 16 11 1,191 252,127 2 10i 302,315 16 11 333 7 8 302,649 4 7
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Schedule X.

Analysis of Land sold in virtue of Improvements.

Class of Land. Area. Amount. Average price per acre, 
exclusive of Fines.

a, r. p. £ s. d, £ s. d.

Town .................................................................................... 24 3 n 1,316 10 3 53 1 8

Suburban ............................................................................ 164 0 36J 76S 0 10 4 13 G

Country................................................................................. 251,938 2 6 300,231 5 10 1 3 10

Sen EDDIE XI.

Land alienated under the Oth, 10th, 11th, and 12th clauses of tho Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861.

Clause. Area purchased. Amount pair?, exclusive 
o! penalties. Penalties. Total.

9th .............................................

a. r, p.

16 3 20i

354 1 12

69 2 144

65 1 381

£ s. d.

1,363 0 0

532 14 0

195 11 4

3,033 19 11

£ s. d.

9 10 0

£ s, d.

1,372 10 0

532 14 0

195 11 4

3,041 2 11

10th .............................................

11th ..............................................

12th ............................................. 7 3 0

Totals.................. 50G 1 5 5,125 5 3 16 13 0 5,141 18 3

Schedule XII.

Land granted for Religious and Public Purposes.

Public Purposes. No. of 
Craots. Arens granted.

Permanent Commons ...................... 3
a. r. p, 

2,866 3 5
Public Recreation.............................. 40 1,SS4 0 264
Reserve tor Refuge in time of flood.. 1 575 0 0
Public School Sites ................ .......... 254 530 1 0
General Cemeteries .......................... 41 365 3 4f
Show Grounds .................................. 13 211 1 13
Public Parks ...................................... 2 71 0 36
Recreation and Show Grounds ...... 2 22 1 26
Water Supply and other Public Pur

poses............................................. 1 19 0 0
Sites for Hospitals.............................. 3 17 2 0
Market Reserves .............................. 2 7 1 16
Reserves for Recreation, Wharf, and 

access to Water.......................... 2 5 3 36
Wharfage Purposes .......................... 4 5 1 33£
Sites for Cattle Sale-yards .............. 1 4 3 37
Sites for School of Arts and Mechanics 

Institutes .................................. 9 2 2 304
Sites for Observatory ...................... 2 1 1 39
Addition to site for Benevolent 

Institution .................................. 1 0 3 384
Sites for Town Halls........................ 3 0 3 21*
Sites for Municipal Chambers.......... 2 0 3 0
Sites for Public Baths ...................... 2 0 2 21J
Site for Sailors' Reading-room ...... 1 0 1 0
Site for Reservoir .............................. 1 0 0 354
Reserve for Public Road.................. 1 0 0 23
Addition to site for Literary Institute 1 0 0 16
Reserve for approach to Circular 

Quay and other Public Purposes 1 0 0 7£

393 6,595 1 2Gf

Religious Purposes. No. of 
Gnuita. Arens granted,

A. r. p.
Church of England.......................... s 11 2 264
Wesleyan .......................................... 7 9 i m
Addition to Church of England and

Homan Catholic Burial Grounds o 4 0 0
Roman Catholic .............................. 2 3 0 0
Roman Catholic and Presbyterian

Cemeteries in connection with
the Liverpool Asylum .............. 1 2 0 11

Totals .................. 20 30 0 35£

Humber of Grants—
Eor Religious Purposes 20
For Public Purposes ... 393

Total .............. 413

Area granted—
For P.elieious Purposes 30 0 35J
For Public Purposes ... 6,595 1 26J

General Total ... 6,625 2 22

Schedule XIII.
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Schedule XIII.
Eetues’ showing the number of Grants prepared during the year 1S8-1.

No, of
Deads of Grant Area,

a. r. p.
2,719 19,574 1 5£

17 1,050 0 30
1,058 206,081 1 171

1,090 125,231 3 24

155 831 2 27

89 4,500 0 0
288 3,015 2 2Gi

5,410 361,491 0 10

ilodc of Alienation.

kSales by auction—23rd clause Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1S8L 
After auction selections—2oth clause of Lands Acts further Amendment Act of 1880. 
Purchases in virtue of Improvements—2nd and 31st clauses of Lands Acts Amend

ment Act of 1875.
Conditional purchases—13th, 14th, 19th, 21st, and 22nd clauses of Crown Lands 

Alienation Act of 1801.
Purchases under the 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th clauses of the Crown Lands Alienation 

Act of 1801.
Volunteer Land Order Grants,
Dcdicationa under the nth clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1801 and the 

32nd clause of the Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875.

Schedule XIY.
Xetueit of Letters registered during the year 1881.

Branch,
Documents Registered.

Increase, Decrease.
ISS3. 1BS4.

Ministerial............................. ............................. ,
Miscellaneous .................................

9,308
26,173
5,307

14,019
56,249

9,766
28,310
5,074

16,704
57,031

458
2,173

233Alienation.....................................................
Lenses ......................................... 2,085

1,382Conditional Sales Branch ...............................

111,056 112,521 0,698 233

Schedule XV.
EETHEL' of Manuscript Letters and Formal Documents despatched during the year 1884.

Branch. Manuscript
Letters.

lonnal
Documents.

Packets 
of Maps for 

sale.
Total. Tots] in 1SS3.

Account ............................................................................ 840
1,175

281
1,134
4,771

9JG
0,903

2,810
6,654

190
1,0S0

14,061
15,276
59,370

3,650
7,829

471
2,214

20,454
16,222
69,273

Auction and Statistical..................................................... 6,563
454

1,773
18,091
19,475
63,804

Leeds ...............................................................................
Ministerial ................................... .....................................
Miscellaneous....................................................................
Leases ................................................................................

1,022

Conditional Sales Branch.................................................

19,056 99,441 J,G22 120,119 110,160

Eetubn XVI.
Showing number and area of Conditional Purchases made from the years 18(52 to 1884 inclusive.

1 Sold C

Yt!ar3- Number at
J Selections.

vOnditionally.

Area.
Yeara

Sold

Niinihcr of 
Selections.

UoFiditionnily.

Area.
Yrais,

Sold (

Number of 
Select long.

onditlonally.

Area.

18G2 to 1SG9 .. ..
3S70........................
1S71.........................
1372 ........................
1873 ........................
1874 .........................

nfm
4,471
4,751
8,281

13,417
14,610

a r. p.
2,101,300 2 2

san.sis 1 2
358,082 2 8 
749,686 3 0 

1,391,719 0 0 
1,686,282 0 0

1875.........................
1870 . .
1877.........................
3878 .........................
1879 . ,
1S80.........................

14,617
12,054 
12,009 
12,002 
7,540 
8,583

a. r p.
1,730,078 0 0 
1,984,212 0 0 
1,090,810 0 0 
1,688,247 3 18 

924,130 1 0 
1,147,001 2 30

1SSI . . .
3832 ........................
18S3........................
1SS4........................

Total.............

14,220
14,606
10,674
10,057

191,480

a. r. p. 
2,329,202 0 15 
2,392,217 2 35 
1,1)17,712 0 7 
1,453,937 0 33

23,470,139 3 39



21

District.

Albury............... ► ►
Armuialo.................
Dalmnald.................
ISathnrst.................
Bcjfft........................
licrrima .................
IJiugcra .................
Bombala.................
Kurrowra ...............
Rourke.....................
Braid ^ood .............
Brewarrina.............
]SnsbAnc VSTatcr ..
UrouLec....................
Caisipbclitown .. .
Camden .................
Carcoar.....................
Casirjo .....................
CassHLs .................
Cobar .....................
Cooma...................
Coonabarabran ., -.
Coonaiuble.............
Cootmiiundry...........
Corowa..................... |
Cowra .....................
CondoMlin..............J
Deitiliquin .............
Dowling- ..........
Dubbo .....................
Dtmgog ............. ..
Kdcji.........................
Forbes .....................
Glen Imies.............
Gonlbuni............. .
Grafton.....................
Orcnfelt .................
(luntiagat .............
Gunncdah .............
Guimhig .................
Kay .......................
Hartley.....................
Hillston .................
Imorell .................
Kiama...................
Livcnxwl.................
Klsinorc .................
Maitland.................
Mami mi: River
Macleay River.........
Mctro|)olitan ..........
Miluholl .................
Molong.....................
Morco .....................
Mndgcc ...................
Mumirundi ...........
Muswellbrook........
Narr&bri.................
Narrandera.............
Newcastle .............
Orange ., .............
Varkes .....................
Parramatta ..........
Paterson .................
Patrick's Plains..,
Penrith.....................
Port Aiacqnarle__
Port StO}>nuns ..
Quoanboyan .........
Raymond Terrace..

Scone .....................
Shoathavcn.............
Tamworth .............
Tweed Ri\cr ..........
Tciiterrield ...........
Turn nt.....................
Tirana .....................
Wttgga Wagga . ..
"Walciia ..................
Walgctt .................
Wanalda......... ...
■Wellington ........
Wentworth ...........
Windsor .................
Wollombi .............
Wollongong...........
Yaw.........................
Youitg ...................

SCIIEBULE XVII.
Betuiin showing the Number, Area, and Sections of Conditional Purchases for 18S4.

Section 13.

a. r. p.
42 13,749 1 20

1D3 32,870 1 0
17 7,SOS 1 0
31 2,554 0 9
17 1,599 2 0
lb 1,935 0 0
2G 5,373 0 0
34 0,731 0 0
47 6,035 2 0
33 0,684 0 0
23 1,232 1 0
13 7,780 0 0
11 632 3 0
17 930 0 0

2 120 0 0
20 1,530 0 0
25 3,003 3 0
f.3 12,204 0 0
33 8,037 2 0

5 S20 0 0
52 8,278 0
31 4,410 2 0
03 25,016 2 0
29 7,012 0 19
83 11,928 3 21
23 5,o;>o 2 0

1 040 0 0
S4 14,913 2 12
0 430 0 0

48 12,030 2 0
2 80 0 0

24 1,878 0 0
12 3,922 0 0
77 11,043 0 0
25 1,880 0 0
3S 4,450 0 0
22 0,035 0 0
23 5,009 1 0
29 10,248 0 0

1 80 0 0
38 17,330 1 0
20 1,800 0 0
15 6,070 1 0
70 12,014 3 0

1 so 0 0
2 87 2 0

97 10,776 2 0
6 354 2 0
1 300 0 0
2 90 0 0

—i 100 0 'o
46 6,555 0 0
57 21,920 3 0
24 2,326 0 0
12 2,113 1 0
12 071 0 0
20 3,243 1 0
19 3,381 0 0

4 926 1 0
15 1,0115 0 0

5 559 0 0
25 1,330 0 0

3 680 0 0

~19 2,552 h ‘o

43 8,744 3 0
10 1,260 0 0
14 770 0 0
40 7,751 1 0
17 1,383 3 0
74 12,155 2 22
60 7,330 0 0
25 2,273 0 0
19 4,700 0 0
43 14,740 3 0
fil 27,320 0 0
27 6,117 3 0
10 8,163 2 0
CrO 22,620 3 Of
13 960 0 0

5 1,807 6 0
21 090 0 0

6 270 0 0

9 1,160 0 0
33 10,005 0 0

.,374 499,089 0 11

Section 14. Section 19. Section 21. Section 22. Total.

No. of 
C.P.s Area. No of 

C.P.s Area. No, of 
C.P.B Area.

No. of! 
C.P.B Area, No. of 

C.Ps Area.

a. r. p. A. r. p. A. r. P. a. r. !'• a, r. p.
10 1,960 0 0‘ 1 40 0 0 193 20,CSC 3 34 0 1,330 0 0 252 37,760 1 14

2 ' 80 0 0 11 554 0 0 235 29,219 0 25 20 5,393 2 0 520 08,016 3 25
7 1,020 9 0 24 8,918 1 0

”2 140 0 0 "a 550 0 0 01 3,530 0 0 4 372 0 0 10C 7,146 0 0
10 420 0 0 0 2,4-10 9 0 122 6,693 3 30 1 40 0 0 15C 13,193 1 30
11 730 0 0 30 6,909 0 0 as 2,331 0 0 s 200 0 0 07 12,705 0 0

0 0 49 6,000 0 0 70 11,413 0 0
'32 5,401 0 0 2> 200 6 0 203 18,033 1 15 1 St) 0 0 272 30,555 1 IB

3 670 0 0 137 10,250 9 0 a 405 2 0 195 10,801 0 0
1 SO 0 0 11 2,230 0 0 1 coo 0 0 40 ft, 4 94 0 0

4 250 0 0 4 272 0 0 04 3,637 2 0 22 3,083 3 0 117 6.405 2 0
7 1,630 0 0 20 9,310 0 0

4 1,300 0 0 21 1,304 2 0 2 SO 6 0 38 3,217 1 0
67 4,329 3 0 s GS3 0 0 82 5,933 3 0

6 3,324 3 0 1 43 0 0 9 3,487 8 0
7 1,650 0 0 21 1,658 2 9 2 337 6 0 60 5,225 2 0

8 1,280 8 0 1 40 0 0 03 8,304 2 0 10 683 2 0 137 13,381 2 0
7 1,303 0 0 6 270 0 0 75 0,741 0 0 2 430 0 0 143 21,083 2 0
g '850 0 0 €1 4,047 1 0 1 49 0 0 100 8,074 H 0
s 120 9 0 6 340 n 9 0 1,041 0 0 20 2,321 0 0

22 3,050 0 0 4 160 0 0 322 26,046 22 44 4,702 1 0 444 *3,741 3 22
1 40 0 0 35 2,8G7 0 9 07 7,347 3 O

37 2,345 0 0 82 9,4'12 0 6 486 0 0 1ST 37,879 3 0
46 13,390 0 0 76 30,200 0 0 1 500 0 0 152 51,201 0 ID

39 4,656 2 30 <ra 10,585 2 11
"ifl 3,SS0 2 0 101 0,UO2 0 3 ISS 0 0 151 18,527 1 0

4 1,006 S 0 i 130 0 0 11 2,215 3 0 1 400 0 0 21 5,052 2 0
20 4,519 3 20 I 320 0 0 01 lft,7SS 1 32

3 1,920 0 9 17 700 2 O 4 223 0 0 33 3,273 2 O
4 900 0 0 i 100 0 0 70 9,561 3 20 5 705 0 0 131 23,96.1 1 20

32 9r-0 2 0 50 3,105 1 O ft 6371 0 0 73 4,832 3 0
1 150 0 0 1 00 0 0 110 6,101 3 0 3 182 0 0 130 8,431 3 0
9 2,692 0 0 4 100 0 0 49 7,039 0 0 4 371 1 u 78 11,784 1 0

14 600 0 0 132 14,290 16 4 0.% 0 0 227 20.635 1 16
49 6,095 0 0 3 ICO 0 0 106 11,310 0 0 47 2,082 0 0 311 22,027 0 0
33 3,400 0 0 6 1,800 0 0 130 8,832 1 9 7 650 2 0 214 10,257 3 0
29 6,311 0 9 86 11,495 3 0 0 835 0 0 143 5J,ti7C 3 0
4 2,iS0 0 0 2 281 0 0 00 11,004 9 9 7 1,342 012 m 20,419 3 12

3 160 0 0 9,645 •> 0 3 927 3 0 105 ao.nsi 1 0
20 1,094 2 0 4,194 2 0 12 775 0 0 110 6,744 O 0

0 20 3,344 Cl 5ft 20,730 2 0
’ ’0 390 0 0 22 2,207 2 9 67 4,041 2 32 15 712 1 0 133 9,151 1 32

2 COO 0 0 2 220 0 0 13 1,757 3 0 32 8,248 0 0
it 691 9 142 13,131 3 0 1 100 6 0 224 80,097 3 0

3 940 0 0
8 3,015 0 0 1 72 0 9 11 3,174 2 0
1 100 0 0 117 0,600 0 0 4 325 0 0 219 20,369 2 0
2 1,280 0 0 3 239 0 0 11 1,8134 2 0

60 5,139 0 127 7,477 0 9 9 090 0 0 107 13,796 1 0
109 12,487 0 0 5 300 0 0 183 is,l!« 0 0 49 4,484 0 0 348 35,516 0 0

30 17,187 2 0
'*7 1,000 9 0 61 0 0 59 4,300 0 0

8 1,549 2 0 1C9 33,044 0 0 223 26,748 2 09 150 0 0 49 9,514 1 0 103 31.535 0 0
20 2,257 1 0 3 120 0 0 W 6,121 3 0 23 1,447 0 0 156 11,272 0 9

1 120 0 0 72 8,010 27 0 447 1 0 ftl 11,296 3 27
27 1,356 2 0 2 285 0 0 41 2,312 2 0
23 4,394 2 0 43 13,142 3 U

65 23,379 0 0 3 314 0 0 as 4,267 1 0 1 253 1 0 106 36,014 2 90 20 8,022 1 O
40 0 0 32 090 0 0 40 11,970 0 0 68 13,498 0 0

2 237 0 0 3 160 0 0 23 4,070 1 0 33 5,013 1 0
34 7,905 9 0 8 455 0 0 2 140 6 0 69 0,330 0 0

G 260 0 0 15 760 0 0 20 1,020 0 0
7 2,549 9 0 34 2,277 0 0 1 40 6 0 45 5,546 0 0
8 780 0 0 3 214 2 0 1 40 0 0 7 1,034 2 0

14 1,364 0 0 60 3,888 1 7 4 230 0 0 97 8.034 1 7
49 6,632 0 0 63 4,253 O 0 8 760 0 0 125 10,690 0 0
10 B30 9 0 163 15,794 2 0 14 1,070 0 0 250 26,349 1 07 410 9 0 >7 1,870 0 0
"l 40 0 0 S 1,640 0 0 2) 1,078 0 0 4,028 0 0

10 €51 2 0 161 11,210 2 0 S 130 (3 0 214 19,743 1 0
50 2,434 3 30 14 1,033 0 10 81 4,851 3 0

3 160 0 0 7 S30 0 0 244 28,605 0 22 i 634 2 0 332 41,745 1 4
70 4,999 3 0 320 12,379 3 0

4 220 0 '0 1C 1,910 0 0 6,022 1 (I fl 322 0 0 no 10,747 1 0
24 6,371 0 0 169 18,334 3 0 5 322 1 0 217 28,794 0 0
12 5,476 2 0 4 320 3 0 65 9,337 2 10 1 4“ 2 0 125 29,932 0 10

109 42,050 3 0 18 864 0 306 47,371 3 20 14 1,785 3 0 598 lift, 392 2 20
17 4,522 0 0 S 200 0 9 90 11,383 3 0 1 89 0 0 138 21,302 2 0

8 820 0 0 8 2,209 0 0 1 609 2 0 S3 0,352 0 0
66 6,543 2 0 2 200 0 0 118 29,309 1 37

14 1,021 0 0 .. 77 0,739 3 0 4 170 0 0 103 8,890 3 0
0 813 0 0 n 2,025 0 0
0 379 0 9 2 80 0 0 32 1,440 0 O
9 380 0 O 2 00 0 0 17 740 0 0

480 0 0 1 480 0 0
”4 *220 0 0 34 2,002 0 0 5 000 0 0 52 4,0-42 0 0

7 1,733 3 0 74 8,626 2 0 9 875 0 0 123 21,239 1 0

800 180,209 0 0 479 816,252 0 0 0,430 054,690 1 0 4S1 47,257 I 22 10,057 1,453,937 0 33

Sciikhule XVIII.
K]£TUi:>T showing Summary of exis(ing Conditional Purchases.

Number and area of conditional purohases selected up to 31st No. .Area.
December, 1883, after deducting area cancelled, forfeited, a. r. p.
and lapsed...................................................................;........................ •;..................

Number and area, of conditional purchases selected during 18St 10,Go7 1,453,037 0 33 
Number and area of conditional purchases cancelled, forfeited, _

and lapsed during 1834 ........................................................... 4,715 690,854 2 0

No.

133,650

6,942

Area.
a, r. p. 

16,439,039 2 17

757,082 2 33

17,247,022 1 10139,601
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Schedule XTX,

Eetubn showing the area of Conditional Selections that have been declared void (and deposits refunded)
from 1862 to 1884 inclusive.

1st January, 1862, to 31at December, 1873... 305,809
1871.. . 142,124
1875.. . 189,622
1876.. . 330,159
1877.. . 362,017

- 1878 .. 290,455
1879.. . 296,661
1880.. . 189,201

r. p.
0 7
1 0 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 
2 0 
0 0 
0 0

Ist January, 1881, to 31et December, 1881.., 246,351 0 0
1882.. . 334,704 1 0
1883.. . 452,709 2 0
1884.. . 409,551 3 0

3,549,365 2 7

Schedule XX.
(I.)—Number and area of conditional purchases declared void, from 1st January to 31st December, 1884. 

(II.)—Areas of conditional purchases reduced. '
(III,)—Amount of deposit authorised for refund.

Number and area declared void and areas reduced in each Land District.
(V.)—Keasons of voidance.

(!■) Void ... ... No. 2,847; area,
(II.)—Area reduced... „ 1,730; „

(III.)—Total area.................................
Voidance revoked No. 28; area, 
After revocations deducted ,,

Districts.
Void. Arc*

No.
r

| Area. No.

Albury .............. 63
a.

8,771
r. p.
2 35 34

Annkiale ........... 60 7,273 3 0 69
Balranald............. 6 S90 0 0 3
Bathurst .............. 18 1,149 0 0 19
Bega...................... 56 4,087 3 30 12Berriina .............. 22 3,511 3 0 6
Bingcra ........... 17 1,260 0 0 1
Bombala .............. 96 11,592 1 0 41
Bourke .............. 42 8,419 n> 0 17
Braidwood .......... 27 1681 1 0 8
Brewarrina.......... 19 6,854 0 0 11
Brisbane Water .., 20 1,320 0 0 4
Broulee .............. 21 1,518 0 0 6
Burrowa ............ 61 7,240 1 0 21
Camden .............. 4 210 0 0
Campbelltown...... 7 3,394 3 0
Cavcoar .............. 21 ],S60 3 0 17Casino ................. Jo 2,379 2 0 24
Cassilis.................. 17 1,064 1 0 23
Cobar .................. 12 1,320 0 0 4
Condobolin.......... 12 1,505 0 0 3
Cooma............... 151 14,571 1 35 75
Coonamble .......... 72 14,284 3 0 07
Coonabarabran ., 18 2,765 0 0
Corowa.................. 47 8,352 1 11 44
Cootamundra....... 57 10,276 2 9 44
Cowra .................. 28 5,765 1 0 17Deniliqnin .......... 13 4,105 2 0 15
Dowling .............. 14 740 0 0 1
Dubbo.............. 23 3,585 1 0 30
Dungog .............. 16 1,340 0 0 3
Eden ................. 37 3,098 0 0 10
Forbes ................. 17 3,321 2 0 22
Glen limes .......... 73 6,748 0 0 34
Goulburn.............. 64 5,424 1 0 39
Grafton .............. 23 2,320 0 0 10
Grenfell .............. 35 7,063 0 0 33
Gundagai ......... 59 10,952 0 30 38
G unnedah .......... 22 4,663 3 0 24
Gunning .......... 37 2,568 3 6 26Hay ...................... 26 9,573 0 0 24
Hiilston .............. 15 3,619 1 0 10
Inverell ............. 45 5,020 2 0 37Kiama................. 2 950 0 0 5
Lismore ............ 128 11,610 1 0 65

Area.

acres.
2,276i
1,219*

259J
66i

1374
230
454

l,656j{
2,0944

3704
2,7031

44|
78J

7034

4884
295
715

1,259
140

3,02(>f
5,566

4524
2,662
2,0054

9074
1,672

04
2,2614

125
5734

2,3854
9481
8921
4194

1,685
2,3714
1,9324

598
2,5614

840
3,0264
1,4781
3,5631

a. r. p. £ e. d.
409,551 3 13; amount, 113,052 4 3
103,102 0 O; „ 26,008 16 3
512,053 3 13; „ 139,061 8 6

3,893 2 6; „ 989 12 8
405,653 1 7; „ 112,062 11 7

District.
Void. Area reduced.

No.' Area. No. Area.

Lithgow ...... . ...
Liverpool ..........
Maitland..............
Macleay River ... 
Manning River ...
Molong.................
Moree ..................
Mndgce ..............
Murrurundi ......
M newel] brook......
Narrabri ..............
Karraudera..........
Newcastle ..........
Orange..................
Parkes..................
Parramatta..........
Paterson ..............

38
8
I

93
21
48
38
34
23

5
25
23
10
19
13
4

а. r. p. 
2,940 0 0 
2,877 0 0

60 0 0 
8,930 0 0 
1,236 2 0 
4,401 1 0 

13,502 0 0 
2,054 1 0 
3,865 0 0 

290 0 0 
6,433 0 0
б, 522 3 0 
4,213 0 0 
1,700 0 0 
2,999 1 0

235 0 0

8
6
2

25
5

64
33

8
12

9
23
15
11
7
8 
7

acres.
3054
8974
381

4944
73

3,1094
4,3174

446
5774
366

2,5084
1,6951

56
628
4791
28

Patrick’s Plains ... 7
Penrith .............. 4
Port Macquarie 4
Port Stephens...... 10
Quean beyan ...... 88
Raymond T crrace
Rylstonc .............. i7
Scone .............. 17
Shoalbaven.......... 13
Sydney ................. 40
Tamworth .......... 63
Tcntcrfield ......... 26
Tin nut.............. 49
Tweed Biver ...... 40
Urana .................. 28
Wagga Wagga ... 175
Walciia ............. 21
Walgett .............. 21
Wanalda.............. 18
Wellington.......... 25
Wentworth......... 5
Wilcannia .......... 25
Windsor .............. 21
Wollombi .......... 3
Well ongong ...... 1
iAss..................... 23
Youn g................. 02

450 2 0 6
1,503 0 0 3

220 2 0 1
770 0 0 3

6,704 0 0 36

1,488 0 0 "5
1,396 0 0 8

825 ] 0 9
18,064 0 0 4
7,933 0 22 36
1,923 0 0 13
5,753 3 0 22
4,914 0 0 16
0,329 0 0 44

32,841 1 0 145
3,944 0 0 20
5,900 0 0 7
4,095 0 19 IS
2,429 3 16 12
1,132 0 0 6
2,240 0 0 3
1,040 0 0

260 0 0 4
480 0 0 1

1,831 0 0 16
12,197 1 0 53

2961
156

01
9264

521
3871
2824
2164

1,7141
390

1,4484
6194

2,441
11,9514

1,1944
1,5504
1,7694

4061
721
5144

24
107
6554

2,5354

Bkasons
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Reas cm of Yoidance,
Limit of frontage oicecdcd .......................... ... 194 Through non-residcnco on freehold ... ............... 59
Separated from provioua selections ... ., ... 124 Application not tendered in person ... ... 168
Non-survey within twelve months ............... ... 321 Non-holder of original purchase ... ............... 28
Form of measurement applied for objectionable ... 190 Within population boundaries ... ... ... 274
On account of improvements.......................... ... 103 More than one selection on tho same land office day... 3
As the land was previously selected.............. ... 351 Special decisions ................................................... 33
Land within reserves...................................... ... 272 While area applied for not available............. . ... 152
Land not available ....................................... ... 134 Fee for sub-division not paid....................................... 16
Crosses a frontage road ........................... ... 20 Applicant under ago ... ... ... ... ,,, 1
Crosses n frontage erect ... ... ... ... 7 Taken up under wrong name ... ............... ... 1
Contrary to Regulations .......................... ... IS Applied for at wrong land office ... ... 49
Full deposit not paid.............. ... ... 2 Within thirty days from date of forfeiture ,,, ... 14
Freehold not in applicant’s name ............... ... 3 Joins previous selection at a corner only ... ... 11
Original purchase void...................................... ... 78 Taken up under section 13 instead of 14 ... 14
Original purchase lapsed or forfeited............... ... 5 Vagueness of description ........................... ... 105
Holds another incomplete purchase ... ... ... 12
Maximum area exceeded .......................... ... 15 Total....................................... 2,847
Within a mineral lease... .. ... ., ... 6
Applicant being a married woman ... ,,, ... 5

Supple ifESTAEX

Areas increased during the year 1884.
Number of C.Ps. acted on—723.
Area increased by—9,995a. Ir. 2Gp.
Amount of deposit asked for—£2,453 5s.
Deposits not asked for to the amount of—£70 16s. 
Deposits in excess on account of M.C.Ps.—£25 5s.

Miscellaneous amounts authorised for refund during the year,
Sub-division fees.....................................................................
Investigation fees ... ... ... ... ... ... .
10 per cent, deposit on account of improvements ... ,
Deposits for M.C.Ps. sections not charged ... ... .
Appraisement fees ... ... ... ... ... ... .
Guarantee survey fee .............................................................

£ s. d. 
1,211 3 G 

593 4 0 
220 0 0 
259 12 0 

96 17 6 
31 10 0 
10 0 0

Schedule XXI.

Retuhn showing the number and total area of Conditional .Purchases forfeited each year to 31st
December, 1884.

Yew. Number, Ante [ Year. | Number. Area*

fb. r. P-
1

a. r. p.
1864 26 1,666 i 0 1 1876 724 89,916 1 0
1865 24 1,490 0 0 1877 802 107,536 3 6
1866 29 1,658 2 0 1878 1,075 136,308 0 0
1867 366 23,750 0 0 1879 141 15,510 0 0
1868 357 20,253 0 0 | 1880 492 66,658 0 0
1869 631 45,654 3 0 1 1881 557 71,924 3 3
1870 180 11,546 0 0 1882 523 78,551 2 5
1871 335 18,602 0 10 1883 822 104,534 2 17
1872 139 9,304 3 0 1884 1,163 190,936 2 0
1873 288 39,778 1 16
1874 234 42,003 2 29
1875 1,166 126,342 2 35 Total........... 10,074 1,203,925 2 0

Schedule XXII,
Retueu showing the Conditional Purchases declared forfeited in each Land District during 1884.

District

Albnry ..................
Armidalo..............
Balranald'..............
Bathurst ..............
Bega.......................
Bernina ..............
Bingcra.................
Bombala ..............
Bourke.................
Braidwood .........
Brisbane Water ...
Broulee..................
Burrowa ..............
Carcoar .................
Casino ..................

Section IS. Section 14. Section 1ft. Section 21, Section 22,

No. Area. No. Area. No. Arct.. No, Area No. Area. No.

a. r. p- a. r. P- a. r. P- a. r. p,
15 1,477 2 0 10 1,394 0 0 1 40 0 0 26
IS 2,477 1 0 10 1,130 0 0 2B

1 '320 0 0 1
2 SO 0 0 1 60 0 0 3
1 80 0 0 1 40 0 0 2 180 0 0 4
3 730 0 0 3
6 1,935 0 0 1 40 0 0 i 40 0 0 8
8 510 0 0 7 840 3 11 13 1,663 0 0 28
5 2,120 0 0 5
1 ' 40 0 0 1
2 80 0 0 40 0 0 3
1 500 0 0 1

16 1,600 0 0 10 580 0 0 10 765 0 0 36
5 540 0 0 2 420 0 0 4 240 0 0 11
2 125 1 0 2 366 2 0 4

Total.

Area.

2,911
3,607

320
140
300
730

2,015
3,013
2,120

40
120
500

2,945
1,200

491

2
1
0
0
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
3

P
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

11
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
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Schedule XXII—conlimted.

District.

Cassilis..................
Condobolin ..........
Cooma ..................
Coonamble ..........
Coonabarabran ...
Corowa..................
Cootamundra ......
Cowra ..................
Deniliquin ..........
Dubbo ..... ............
Dungog .................
JSden......................
Forbes ..................
Glen Innes ..........
Goulburn..............
Grafton..................
Grenfell ...............
Gundagai .............
Gunuedah..............
Gunning ..............
Hartley (Lithgow-)
Hay ......................
Hiilston ..... ........
Inverell..................
Lismoro ..............
Macleay River.....
Manning River ...
Mitchell ..............
Molong..................
Moreo ..................
Moama..................
Mudgce.................
Murrurundi...........
Karrabri ..............
Narrandera..........
Orange..................
Parkes ..................
Parramatta.........
Paterson ..............
Patrick's Plains ...
Penrith .................
Port Macquarie ...
Port Stephens......
Qucanbeyan.........
Rylstonc ..............
Scone .....................
Tamworth ..........
Tcntcrfield ..........
Tumut ..................
Tweed River ......
Urana ..................
Wagga Wagga......
Wafeha .... ..........
Warialda..............
Wellington .........
Windsor ..............
Yass .....................
Young ..................

Total..............

Section 13. Section 14. Section 19, Section 21. Section 22. Total Area,

No. Area, No. Area. j No. Area. No. Area. No. Area. No. Area,

a. r. R a. r. V- a. r. P- a. r. P- a. r. P-
26 1,602 0 0 1 40 0 0 14 673 0 0 1 00 0 0 42 2,435 0 0

7 1,743 0 0 2 198 0 0 5 558 0 0 14 2,499 0 0
21 3,602 0 0 1 41 0 0 7 380 0 0 6 541 0 0 35 4,564 0 0
26 6,380 0 0 4 503 0 o 30 fi 943 0 ft

3 390 0 0 3 0 0
53 16,706 2 9 12 2,45+ 3 36 2 500 0 0 671 19,601 0 5
10 7S0 0 0 i 640 0 0 10 772 0 0 21 2,192 b 0
13 2,422 O 0 1 70 0 0 9 560 0 0 i 120 0 0 24 3,172 0 0
15 5,903 0 0 15 fi 093 0 0
35 12,427 0 0 2 so 0 0 12 1,899 0 0 49 14,400 0 0

1 40 0 0 ? 90 0 0 3 I3G 0 0
3 120 0 0 3 ion 0 Q
4 1,000 0 0 6 1,027 0 0 2 423 0 0 12 3,050 0 0

11 1,250 0 0 1 200 0 0 2 112 3 12 14 1,502 3 12
9 437 0 0 2 80 0 0 1 40 0 0 12 557 0 0
9 746 2 0 11 826 2 0 1 40 0 0 21 1,013 0 0
6 900 2 0 3 1,211 0 0 5 340 0 0 14 2,451 2 0
5 549 0 0 7 570 3 o 12 3 0

16 3,788 1 0 3 398 0 o 19 4 Iftfi 1 0
4 2S0 0 0 4 568 1 0 5 527 0 0 4 700 0 0 17 2,075 1 0
7 280 0 0 7 2S0 0 0

17 9,320 0 0 17 Q 32ft 0 0
21 6,396 0 0 4 1,247 2 0 5 651 O 0 30 8'294 2 0
18 2,452 0 0 3 340 o o 21 9 709 0 0
10 805 0 0 2 90 o n 12 "so* 0 Q
20 1,406 0 0 1 S3 0 0 12 873 0 0 2 80 0 0 35 2,502 0 0
4 160 0 0 11 550 0 0 5 200 0 0 20 970 0 0
i 40 0 0 1_| 4ft ft 0

17 1,514 0 0 8 580 0 0 25 2,0114 0 0
14 4,838 0 0 7 1,548 o 0 91 fi SSfl 0 0

1 45 1 0 i 45 1 0
17 1,003 0 0 5 229 0 0 6 546 b 0 i 40 b 0 29 1,818 0 0
4 214 1 0 1 60 o o l 334 Q 0 (J ftfiQ l

19 4,311 1 0 7 1,590 0 0 26 * 001 \ 0
5 2,081 1 0 2 1,280 0 0 7 3'361 1 0
2 83 0 0 1 40 0 0 3 128 ft 0
1 40 0 0 4 1,640 0 0 1 160 0 0 6 1,7+0 b 0
1 40 0 0 1 40 0 0
1 40 0 0 1 40 0 0

2 370 0 0 1 50 0 0 3 4W) 0 0
2 300 0 0 9 300 0 0
2 140 0 0 9 140 0 0
2 100 0 0 1 40 0 0 2 140 0 0 5 280 0 0

14 1,537 0 0 o 90 0 0 8 692 0 0 24 2,319 0 0
40 2,095 1 4 24 1,089 0 29 2 SO 0 0 66 3,204 1 33

7 480 0 0 2 200 0 0 9 680 0 0
7 1,554 2 0 1 110 3 0 3 1 fifiS l 0
2 80 0 0 i 120 0 0 31 200 0 0
1 50 0 0 4 190 0 0 3 140 0 0 8 380 0 0
1 640 0 0 ] 04ft 0 Q

13 4,449 0 0 5 587 2 10 IS F, 03/J 2 19
47 12,550 0 0 6 2,109 3 0 43 5,OH 2 20 7 1,693 3 20 1031 2R9G5 1 0

1 300 0 0 3 908 0 0 1 320 0 0 5 1,528 0 0
4 900 0 0 1 40 0 o 5

3
QJO 0 0

2 80 0 0 1 40 0 0 19ft 0 0
i 40 0 0 1 40 0 0
8 541 0 0 1 40 0 0 2 146 2 0 2 80 0 0 13 807 2 0

13 1,607 2 0 2 90 0 0 11 1,700 0 0 26 3,457 2 0

70S 130,240 0 13 98 15,789 3 11 312 33,603 3 24 45 5,302 2 32 1,163 190,936 2 0

Note.—During the year the lorfelturo was reversed in 112 cases, representing an area of 15,671 acres 1 rood 37 porches.

Schedule XXIII.
Retubn Stowing the number and total area of Selections under Conditional Purchase lapsed in each year up to 31st

December, ISS I.

1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874 
1375

Year. of C.P.s Area. Year. No. of CPs. Area.

a, r. p. a. r. p.
415 32,748 3 16 1870 ..................................................... 960 78,841 1 37
556 33,821 3 2 1877 ..................................................... 2,422 236,304 2 21
392 28,394 1 24 1878 ..................................................... 1,811 210,014 3 IS
178 11,0+5 2 24 1879 ............................................✓...... 1,241 135,524 0 33
372 30,009 3 34 1SS0..................................................... 1,303 185,255 0 31
366 26,259 0 1 1881 ..................................................... 990 119,880 2 34
136 9,030 0 0 1882 ..................................................... 451 43,830 2 10
213 13,085 3 0 1883 ..................................................... 341 35,508 1 6
603 48,330 0 28 1884 ..................................................... 958 125,274 2 0
143 10 27S 3 ft
503 33,0-13 0 10 Total......................................... 14,425 1,452,298 3 9
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Schedule XXIV.
Return giving the number ot Conditional Purchases lapsed during the year 1884, in each District, with total area

under each section.

District.

Section 13. Section 14.

No. Area. No. Area.

Albury ..................
Annidale..............
ISalraualil.............
Bathurst ............. .
Bega ....................
Bernina ..............
Bombala ..............
Bourke......... ........
Braidwood ......... .
Brewarrina..........
Brisbane Water ...
Broulee..................
Burrowa ............ .
Camden .............
Carcoar.................
Casino .................
Cassilis .............
Cobar .................
Cooma..................
Coonabarabran ..
Coonamble .........
Condobolin.........
Cootamundra .....
Corowa .............
Cowra .................
Deniliquin .........
Dowling .............
Dubbo.................
Eden.....................
Forbes.................
Glen Innes ........
Goulburn.............
Grafton .............
Grenfell .............
Gundagai.............
Gunnedah .........
Gunning .............
Hay .....................
Hartley .............
Hiilston .............
Inverell ............ .
Liverpool.............
Lismore .............
Maitland.............
Manning River .. 
Macleay River ..
Mitchell .............
Moama.................
Molong .............
Moreo .................
Mudgee ............
Mumirundi .....
Muswellbrook .
Narrabri ........
Narrandera........
Newcastle ........
Parkes...............
Paterson ..........
Patrick’s Plains .
Penrith..............
Port Macquarie ..
Port Stephens.....
Qucanbeyan

Rylstone.............
Scone .................
Shoalbaven.........
Tamworth .........
Tcntcrfield .........
Tumut.................
Tweed River .....
Urana .................
Wagga Wagga ..
Waloha.................
Walgctt .............
Wanalda............
Wellington ........
Wentworth ...__
Windsor ............
Wollombi ........
Yass.............. .
Young ................

a. r. P'
5 644 3 0

17 2,297 1 0
1 320 0 0
4 261 3 0

4 491 0 0
15 891 3 0

3 120 0 0

"b 320 0 0

"2 100 0 0
7 840 0 0
2 SO 3 0
4 210 0 0
4 160 0 0
5 620 0 0
7 906 1 0

15 1,131 3 0
7 940 0 0

16 6,145 0 0
4 1,3S0 0 0
3 400 0 0

19 6,706 3 0
6 360 0 0
4 990 0 0
2 SO 0 0

32 9,330 0 0
1 80 0 0
4 592 0 0
7 730 0 0

14 1,120 0 0
4 236 0 0
4 323 3 0
6 340 2 0
1 50 0 0
8 2,154 0 0
C 1,330 0 0
3 120 0 0
7 1,717 0 0
7 1,336 0 0
1 SO 2 0
3 237 0 0
1 52 0 0
1 40 0 0
7 553 3 0
9 1,290 0 0

10 1,040 0 0
7 1,717 2 0

"l 60 0 0
2 150 0 0

10 2,710 0 0
4 1,322 0 0
1 60 0 0
3 1,300 0 0
1 40 0 0
1 100 0 0

160 0 0
1 42 0 0

' 14 595 0 0

". "7 320 0 0
. 5 360 0 0

2 00 0 0
7 582 0 0

. 3 120 0 0
4 800 0 0
3 130 0 0
6 1,849 0 0

. 11 2,083 1 0
. 9 1,096 0 0
. 5 960 0 0
. 10 1,545 0 0

1 50 0 0
2 440 0 0

. 2 80 0 0

. 4 373 0 0
. 8 430 0 0
. 6 1,200 0 0

.436 69,948 1 0

a. r. p. 
40 0 0

120 0 0

Section 19,

No.

220 0 0 

520 "6’"o

050 "VO

260 0 0

2,240 '2 0 
SO 0 0

SO 0 0 
53 1 0

ibb ’ o 0 

e.sdb" b'0

440 0 0

"so "b b

17

400 0 0

so 0 0

40 0 0 
130 0 0

5S0 0 0 
3G0 0 0

120 0 0

40 0 0 
643 0 0

Grand Total... 436 6!),94S 1 0 74 13,043 1 0 12S 12,507 3 0 |2S7 24,591 0 2 7 33

Area.

Section 21.

No. Area.

a. r. p. 
SO 0 0 
40 0 0

220 0 0 
50 0 0 
60 0 0 
SO 0 0 
40 0 0

40 0 0

40 0 0

500 0 0 
SO 0 0

120 0 0 
3,115 0 0

100 0 0
so 0 0

3,032 3 0

300 0 0 
80 0 0 

120 0 0 
150 0 0

240 0 0

"sb’"o’'o 

'so Vo

90 0 0 

1,920 "6" 0

460 0 0 
240 0 0

"6n"b"o 
200 0 0

0S4 2 0

80 0 0

Section 22.

No.

a. r. p. 
528 2 0 
030 0 0

’"igo" b"'o
40 0 0 

200 0 0 
577 0 0

" S3 ” 0 0

""Vo "0
53 1 0 

2,127 0 0

""Vb'o

644
060
655
306

SO

1 0 
1 0 
1 is 
0 0 
0 0

3SC 0 0 
S70 2 0

2,120 2 0
2S0 0 0

"'Wo
1,152 0 9 

137 0 0 
GS9 1 0 
523 0 0

1,21S 2 0 
160 0 0 
160 0 0 
3S2 0 0

" 237" "bo

328 0 0 
40 0 0

"ib' 0 "0

147 0 0 
24S 3 0 
80 0 0 
80 0 0 

470 0 0

"Wo
ISO 0 0 

SO 0 0 
066 1 0 
513 0 0

"Wo
"423” "b 0 

160 0 0

"Wo
8S2 0 0

300 0 0

"329 "b”b
S3 0 0 
90 0 0 

441 0 0 
2,067 1 0 

409 0 0

"'Wo
40 0 0

120 0 0 
40 0 0

Area.

Total
No.
C.P.

Total urea.

a. r. p. 
78 2 0

40 0 0

225 0 0

"db’b’b

so 0 0 

2bb"b' 0

40 0 0 
so 0 0

243 2 32

122 2 0 

Wo

100 0 0

40 0 0

40 0 0

40 0 0

ibb ”b b
"4b"b "0

2,273 1 0

430 1 0

a.
1,371
2,967

r. p. 
3 0 
1 0 

320 0 0 
541 3 0 
40 0 0 

911 0 0 
1,51S 3 0

4 ISO 0 0
2 163 0 0
4 360 0 0
2 84 0 0
3 153 1 0

32 3,232 0 0
2 80 3 0

11 814 0 0
4 160 0 0

11 1,264 1 0
27 2,SS6 2 0
31 1,947 0 8
10 1,252 0 0
18 6,425 0 0
6 1,766 0 0

19 2,227 0 0
31 8,827 1 0
11 640 0 0
4 996 0 0
5 240 0 0

82 13,S57 0 9
4 217 0 0

19 3,561 3 0
19 1,439 0 0
33 2,6S2 0 33
10 476 0 0
9 563 3 O

11 S9S 1 0
IS 3,082 3 0
15 2,551 2 0
0 1,330 0 0
9 420 0 0

28 8,485 0 0
11 1,496 0 0
2 230 2 0
4 277 0 0
1 52 0 0

14 627 0 0
18 1,144 2 0
13 ] ,450 0 0

1 SO 0 0
19 1,550 0 0
9 1,797 2 0
1 40 0 0
6 280 0 0
5 286 2 0

20 3,676 1 0
6 1,835 0 0
1 60 0 0

10 1,870 0 0
1 40 0 0
5 523 0 0
0 2,240 0 0
1 42 0 0
4 165 0 0

25 1,477 0 0
1 40 0 0

12 7S0 0 0
12 900 0 0

2 90 0 0
14 1,080 0 0
10 420 0 0

9 1,053 0 0
5 220 0 0

13 2,974 2 0
36 7,003 3 0
15 1,S65 0 0
5 060 0 0

11 1,625 0 0
6 290 0 0
2 440 0 0
2 80 0 0
4 373 0 0

16 1,020 ] 0
9 1,8SS 0 0

938 125,274 2 19

?—D
Number ol C.Ps. lapsing reverecd during IS31,113—Area, 9,313 acres 2 roods.
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Schedule XXV.
IIetujht sliomng the number of Transfers of Conditional Purchases received and dealt with from

January to 31st December, iBS-i.
No. of Transfers reeeired.............................................................................................................................

,, „ intimated to Treasury......................................................................................................
„ Conditional Purchases thereby transferred ..................................................................................
„ Transfers upon which Stamp duty paid.........................................................................................

Amount of Stamp duty paid thereon..,.'................................................................................... .
No. of Transfers registered or m Registrar-General’s Office for registration................................. ...... ”

,, Crown Solicitor’s Certificates received ..........................................................................................
ji Notices despatched informing parties and Crown Lands Agents of registration of transfers..,

7,f27
6,017

12,925
3,101

£3,780
7,307

180
10,280

1st

3 0

Schedule XXVI.

Retubs showing the number of Transfers in each District dealt with from 1st January to 31st December, 
1884, and the areas of the Conditional Purchases included therein.

District.

Albury .............
Armidale .........
Balranald .........
Bathurst .........
Bega .................
Berrima.............
Bingera ............
Bombala .........
Bourke .............
Braidwood.......
Brewarrina .....
Brisbane Water
Broulee.............
Burrowa .........
Camden ............
Carcoar.............
Casino .............
Cassilis .............
Cobar.................
Condobolin .....
Cooma ...........
Coonamble .....
Coonabarabran.,
Corowa.............
Cootamundra
Cowra .............
Deniliquin.........
Dubbo .............
Dowling.............
Dungog.............
Eden .................
Forbes .............
Glen Innes .....
Goulburn ...... .
Grafton ............
Grenfell.............
Gundagai ..........
Gunnedah .........
Gunning .........
Hartley ............ .
Hay .................
Hiilston.............
Inverell.............
Kiama ............ .
Liverpool .........

No. of 
Transfers. Area, I District. No. of 

Transfers, Area,

No. a. r. P- No. a. r. p.
309 83,262 2 39 Lismore....................................... 205 27,645 0 38
249 75,186 1 39 Maitland .................................. 8 667 0 0

7 2,579 O 0 Macleay River........................... 77 8,770 0 15
32 3,282 1 O Manning River ...................... 31 2,993 2 20

I2G 19,629 0 9 Metropolitan.............................. 4 1,410 0 0
96 11,048 3 2 Mitchell......... ............................ 42 3,553 0 0
19 6,042 0 36 Molong ...................................... 185 45,446 3 26

104 29,052 0 10 Moree..,...................................... 20 7,626 1 0
4 1,640 0 0 Mudgee...................................... 66 8,098 2 32

63 10,515 2 0 Murrurundi .............................. 93 22,089 3 0
4 1,360 0 0 Muswellbrook ......................... 43 6,404 2 0

31 6,055 0 0 Namibia ................................. 55 22,069 0 0
33 7,659 0 0 Nnrrandcra .................. . 37 16,569 0 0

208 47,211 0 0 Newcastle.................................. 16 5,030 3 0
24 1,515 3 0 Orange ..................................... 62 17,447 2 25
81 lo.l 38 0 0 Parkes ...................................... 22 8,621 3 0
44. 9,517 3 0 Paterson .................................. 7 528 3 0
89 26,280 3 0 Patrick's Plains ....................... 46 7,518 0 36

9 1,572 0 0 Penrith...................................... 2 680 0 0
37 16,251 2 21 Port Macquarie ...................... 7 4SG 0 0

264 73,528 2 2 Port Stephens ........................... 14 1,450 0 0
53 24,317 2 21 Qucanbeyan .............................. 78 17,250 3 8
17 2,495 2 0 Raymond .................................. 2 381 2 0

113 44,101 O 16 Rylstone .................................. 61 8,005 0 6
125 37,986 3 30 Scone.......................................... 87 13,501 2 0

63 18,84-2 3 0 Shoalbaven ............................. 44 4,792 0 5
185 78,509 0 36 Tamworth.................................. 216 4-7,652 2 26
104 25,512 3 9 Tenterficld ............................. 23 4,416 1 0
33 3,441 0 O Tumut ...................................... 127 33,134 1 22

5 488 2 0 Tweed River............................... 16 ' 2,262 0 0
28 4,605 1 0 Urana.......................................... 125 55,626 3 10
90 29.242 1 0 WiiRga "Wagga........................... 151 53,712 3 37

100 23,240 0 6 Wafeha...................................... 53 17,766 2 36
83 14,171 1 0 Waigeft............... .......... .......... 5 1,145 2 0

119 18,490 1 7 Warialda .................................. 12 3,969 2 0
90 30,937 3 15 Wellington ............. ................ 40 6,300 0 0

113 34,394 2 20 Wentworth .............................. 5 1,816 0 0
66 24,213 O 32 Windsor ......... ............... ........ 3 640 0 0
56 8,301 0 0 Wollombi................................. 6 420 0 0
33 5,106 2 0 Wollongong ............................. . 13 720 0 0
40 16,664 2 0 Yass .......................................... 62 12,836 0 0
16 6,080 0 0 Young ...................................... 360 95,723 1 25

105 22,918 3 34
14 2,230 0 0

3 060 1 0 Total .......................... 6,017 1,525,456 0 30

Note.—The foregoing is evelusive of transfers (about 2,00S) at Registrar-General's Oflico, awaiting registration.

Schedule XXVII.
Return showing the number and area of cases referred to the Inspectors of Conditional Purchases

during the year 1834.

District,

Albury .. 
Armidale 
Balranald 
Bathurst
Bega......
Berrima
Bingera...
Bombala

Residence Oases. Declaration Cases. Lapsed and Forfeited Coses.

No. Area. No, Area. No. | Area.

a. r. P- a. r. p. 1 a. r,
59 12,508 i 0 97 18,401 0 37 .....

105 17,429 3 0 284 35,200 0 0 j
19 8,914 0 0 |
35 2,917 0 0 77, 5,976 3 0 3 120 0 0
36 2,530 0 0 46 2,970 2 0 1 40 0 0
50 3,432 1 0 47 2,595 1 0
41 7,302 0 0 14 2,250 0 0 1 40 0 0
66 13,488 3 0 95 11,385 2 32 2 80 0 0



Schedule XXVII—continued.

District

Residence Casta. Declaration Cases. Lapsed aod Forfeited Cases.

No. Area. No. Area. No. Area.

a. r. p. a. r. p. a. r. p.
70 29 599 0 0 7 1,728 0 0
30 2.549 3 0 41 GJ6S 3 0

Brewarrina ..........................*..................... . 33 12,724 2 0 n 2,843 0 0
43 2 464 0 0 36 3 273 2 0

Broulee............................................................ 21 1.S26 3 0 19 1,452 3 20
Burroiva ........................................................ 90 12,043 3 9 112 14^770 2 0 1 50 0 0

13 600 0 0 28 '1,231 0 30
61 7,876 1 0 94 7,857 1 0
34 4 607 1 0 66 9 378 2 O
23 3,455 0 0 22 2,528 0 30

Condobolin .................. ................................. fl 2^529 0 0 22 7|C16 0 0
Cooma ............................................. ............... 199 29'275 2 0 352 4G|05 1 0 32

24 L335 0 0 24 3,356 0 0
194 74,086 3 0 51 18,255 0 0

Cootamundra ................................................. 35 7,394 3 0 159 23,599 3 0 1 320 0 0
Corowa............................................................. 100 34,652 2 30 135 52,202 2 16 4 1,006 0 0

63 10,986 3 0 SO 11,309 0 0
62 27,154 2 20 57 20,197 0 0

Dowling ..................................................... 13 5S0 0 0 12 592 2 0
Dubbo .......................................................... 130 40,913 2 0 187 58,809 0 0 1 100 0 0
Dungog............................................................. 7 490 2 0 n 861 2 0
Eden................................................................ 39 5,262 2 0 20 1,544 0 0
Forbes ............................................................. 42 12'59S 2 0 98 2n;403 1 0 i 54 3 0

112 16,899 1 0 107 12,834 0 0
Goulburn ......... ....................................... . 95 7,778 0 0 158 10|472 0 0
Grafton............................................................. 168 17,769 1 0 100 10,257 1 14 2 150 0 0

06 17 006 0 0 103 19,151 O 0
Gundagai........................................................ 59 11,965 0 0 378 47,706 2 30 5 208 0 0

67 23 565 2 0 48 10.642 1 0
Gunning ......................................................... G2 4',853 3 0 159 13,324 3 0 1 60 0 0
Hartley ......................................................... 37 1,950 0 0 59 4,253 0 12 1 40 0 0
Hay ......................................................... 172 00 530 0 0 64 33,759 1 0
Hiilston ......................................................... 7S 29^651 0 0 35 Si 495 1 0 12 480 0 O

91 22 523 2 0 84 1 J,S30 1 31
3 '200 0 0 4 297 0 0

Lismoro ......................................................... 361 42,842 2 0 290 31,882 0 32 2 SO 0 0
8 978 0 0 6 723 1 0

Macleay River .......................................... 54 4,135 3 0 66 5,775 2 0
Maitland..................................................... 2 1S4 1 0 8 777 3 20
Manning River ............................................. 65 3,876 1 0 99 6,507 2 0
Metropolitan ................................................. 5 1,900 0 0 5 1,452 0 0
Mitchell (sec Wilcannia)
Molong............................................................. ss 14,504 1 0 138 16,214 3 0 2 100 0 0
Moree ............................................................. 195 91,511 0 0 44 12.345 3 0- 2 796 3 0

17 1 070 2 0 32 2,515 0 0
Murrurundi.................................................... 14 l'740 1 0 40 3,675 1 9

20 1 410 ft ft 53 3,173 0 0
141 68 S66 2 0 40 12,785 0 0

Narrandera.................................................... 99 5L944 3 0 57 21,555 3 0 1 320 0 0
Newcastle ..................................................... 4 170 0 0 15 1,904 0 23
Orange............................................................. 19 1,100 0 0 15 994 1 10 1 60 0 0

3 602 0 0 IS 4,187 2 0
s 390 0 0 0 J 30 0 0

Paterson ......................................................... 6 440 0 0 ll1 922 3 0 2 130 0 0
' Patrick’s Plains ............................................. 16 1 755 0 0 30 3,934 1 0

Penrith .................... ................................ 4 360 0 0 5 '225 0 0
Port Macquarie ......................................... . 12 510 0 0 2 so 0 0
Port Stephens................................................. 14 1,380 0 0 13 2,102 0 0 1 40 0 0

144 1 ft fifti 1 0 447 38,972 2 0
s 400 0 0 8 120 0 0

Richmond River............................................ 103 24,828 1 0 73 8,046 0 0 3 1,335 0 0
hi 010 0 0 29 1?992 0 0

Scone ............................................................. 16 3,317 1 0 77 4,391 1 0 1 40 0 0
16 871 3 o 24 1,149 2 30

Tamworth ..................................................... 81 11,679 1 0 66 Si24S 3 0 1 50 0 0
Tcntcrfield .................................................... 63 9,867 0 0 35 3,018 3 0 1 120 0 0
Tumut ......................................................... 7S 11,167 1 0 101 9,504 2 0 6 410 0 0

90 12 597 1 0 65 0,420 0 0
] 11 4-0 500 0 0 90 27111 0 0
339 i:Wo20 3 30 312 7 si 754 3 37

40 7J Pitt 0 O 179 29,286 0 0
Walgctt ........................................................ 45 23'121 1 0 3 1,200 0 0 1 40 0 0
Wanalda........................................................ 109 38,427 1 11 64 15,843 2 12 10 987 O 0

3!) 2 699 3 0 41 3,043 0 0
Wentworth..................................................... 30 12^ 245 0 0 51 12J12 1 0 4 660 0 0

20 4 550 0 0 16 1 520 0 0
"Windsor ......................................................... 10 489 0 0 12 '500 2 0 2 80 0 0

10 701 3 0 19 1,052 0 0

Yass................................................................. 32 2,817 3 0 115 10,882 0 0 1 51 0 0
35 10,861 3 0 108 19,703 2 34

5,354 1,326,886 1 17 6,527 1,003,602 1 14 77 8,057 2 ft

Note.—Grand Total, 11,058 cases. .Area, 2,338,545 acres.
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Schedule XXVIII.
Eetcex showing the number of Instructions issued to and Reports received from Inspectors of

Conditional Purchases during the year 18S4.

Inspectors.
Number of 
Instructions 

issued.
Number of 

Keports 
received.

Rem&rks.

Barnes W. J.............................................. 564 437
Brown W........................................ SGG 633
Came T. B..............................-..................... 374 3GS
Gumming V.................................................
Davies T. A.............................................

G27 032
501 370

Lvans E....................................................... 212 217
Franks R. C.................................................. 091 3S4
Griffin J. 11.................................... 263 255
Harper W..... ....................................... 2SG 377
Keeie J....................................................... 372 280
Wanton A....................................................... S13 478
M'Philiamy J. S.................................... GS1 807
Mulligan F. B.......................................... 031 067
O’Hara J. S.................................................. 551 693
Page J. C............................................. 450 nRO
Rowlandson J, G..................................... 233 292
Smith G.......................................... 301 186
Spicer W.............................................. 907 614
Thompson F\ A.........................................
Trollope F.......................................

376 445
3S0 777 Appointed Acting Commissioner of Conditional Sales.

Wilshire T. H........................................ 1,420 497 1st May, 1SS4.
Wisdom J, B............................................. 599 459

11,958 10,508

Schedule XXIX. '
Retuen showing tho number of Cases referred to and the Reports received from tho Commissioner of

Conditioual Purchases during the year 1SS4.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

G.

7.

Commissioners.

Sydney Blythe ............................................. ............
Henry James Bolding .............................................
Henry Bume............................................................
Charles Cropper........................................................
Whittingdalc Johnson (appointed Deputy Stipen

diary Magistrate for the Metropolitan District, 
1st May, 1SS4) .....................................................

Phillip Wood Street

Frederic Trollope (appointed Acting Commissioner 
of Conditional Sales, 1st May, 1SS4 ..................

Complaints of Inspectors of 
CouditionaJ Purchiises ; iiotioos of 

abandonment
complaints accompanied by fee of £10.

Claimfi Total.

Reports received.

During1
1SS4.

DuritiK iSftfi, uponCVitlfiilion*!
Puirliasrfi

in 1854,

300 16 370 322 71
342 11 353 400 202
384 10 394 398
461 6 407 529

359, less 322 transferred
to Mr. Phillip Wood
Sheet, leaving .......... 37 1 38 248 ....

Transferred from Whit- 3
tingdale Johnson ...... 322

776, less 274 transferred ........ 824 413 173
to Mr. Frederic Trol-
lope, leaving.............. 502 J

Transferred from Phillip )
W7ood Street.............. 274 ( 0

Referredfrom theDepart- 6o4 494 2
ment .......................... 371 )

3,053 53 3,106 2,804 443

_ Schedule XXX.
Retubts’ showing the number and area of Conditional Purchases taken up prior to Lands Act Amendment 

Act of 1875, but which during 1884 have been brought under the 8th clause of that Act, i.e., to pay 
oil the balance of purchase money by yearly instalments of Is. per acre.

District No. of
C V.B Area. District. No, of 

C.L\g Area.

fi. r, p. a. r. p.
Albury ......................................... 5 520 0 0 1 ififi n o
Armidale............................................ 1 40 0 0 26 fi 737 ft R'7
Bathurst............................................. 7 543 2 20 7 fifi7 1 0
Bega.................................................... 2 130 0 0 6 49ft 0 ft
Berrima ............................................. 2 50 0 0 37 fi ftl 7 ^1^
Bingera ........................................... 3 130 0 0 Muswellbrook................................. 2 SO 0 0
Bomhala............................................. 1 120 0 0 l onQ p o
Broulee ............................................. l no o o Newcastle......................................... i 50 0 0
Cassilis.............................................. 7 440 1 0 Orange ............................................ i 50 0 0
Condobolin ...................................... 3 120 O 0 Qucanbeyan..................................... 53 79j 0 0
Coonabaiahtau .................................. 3 140 0 0 J dft ft ft
Coonamble ......................................... 4 469 0 0 1 4ft ft f)
Deniliquin ........................................ (j 1,920 0 0 1 nft ft 0
Dowling ............................................ 7 312 1 0 Warialda ....................................... 3 404 0 0
Dubbo T. ............................................. 17 1,420 3 0 5 oftft o ft
Eileu......... . .... 0 370 0 0 1 1 ftO 0 0
Glen Innes........................................ 2 398 3 0 3 118 1 0,1
Goulburn............................................. 3 140 0 0
Grafton ............................................ i 45 0 0 226 23,454 0 26
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Schedule XXXI,
PiETUEU for year 1884.
Conditional Purchases,

Number of eases sent for deed, 945.
Area of above, 108,G55a. 2r, 25p.
Amount of balance, including deed fees, £83,905 6s. 3d. 
Number of certificates issued, 7,500. _ _ _
Number of selectors reported non-resident at inspection, 833. 
Area of above, 212,046 acres.
Number of declarations received, 9,426.

Schedule XXXII.
PiiE-EMPTiYE Leases.

Districts.
Isum'her of 

Applicatiosia 
maae iu 1884.

Area applied for 
during the 
year 1884.

Districts.

acres.
41 24,728 Lismore ....... ...........................

nn 70’42i Maitland..................................
Balranald ...................... ...... 7 ViGTl Macleay River ............... .........

23 8,450 Manning Biver.......................
5 ijsso Metropolitan............................
o 5,645 Mitchell....................................

27 14AC3 Moama ....................................
30 23,521 Molong ....................................
30 23j283 Moree............. ...... ..................
]2 3,133 Mudgee ................. .................
50 56,671 Murrurundi ............................

Muswellbrook .......... . ..........
s

10
3,600 Narrabri....................................
8i6S2 Narrandera ............................

Newcastle ................................

17 10,106 Parkes........................................
23 22,083 Parramatta................................
14 14JC9 Paterson...................... *..... «...

5 8'533 Patrick’s Plains .....................
13 ■ 14,663 Penrith ............... ....................
02 Port Macquarie.........................
82 101^249 Port Stephens .......... ..............
14 7,963 Queanbeyan ....................... . ..

8 2,704 Raymond Terrace.....................
29
11

3(M74 Rylstonc....................................
6,990 Scone .......................................

22 12,521 Shoalbaven................. ..............
50 4Sj212 Tamworth................................

Tenterfield................................
Tumut.......................................j^ungog ....................................

11 4,960 Tweed River.............................
35 32,473 Urana......... .............................
20 18^779 Wagga Wagga .........................

3 1,450 Waicha ....................................
40
37

13J0L
36 395

Walgett....................................
Wanalda ....... ........................

Gundagai ............................... 7 SJSO Wellington ..................... .......
29 19,748 Wentworth .. .........................

2^070 Windsor...................................
TJX a. 25 25'106 Wollombi ................................

53 66,061 Wollongong ....................... .
41 27^503 Yass ........................................

19 5,459
Liverpool ............................... 1 1,920

Kmn’icr of Area applied lot 
Applications during tho

made in 18S4. year 1B84.

acres.

3 1,140
9 3,972

13 3,780

22 14,448
54 68,100

19,257'37
11 6,570
4 1,192

35 43,235
21 26,693

1 229
2 360

14 11,850
1 480
1 600
1 150
1 250
3 1,510

4,9406
35 26,234

3 1,200
7 2,255
8 5,293
4 1,260

71 42,730
13 5,917
26 21,839

20 10,390
96 91,913
30 16,833
20 19,076
46 18,195
19 13,858
15 13,024
2 2,560

2401

4 2,316
T6 10,837

1,754 1,345,431

SCJLEDULE XXXIII.
Eetuhh' of Pre-emptive Leases renewed for tbe year 1884.

District No. Area. Annual Rent District. Ko. Area. Annual Rent.

acres. £ s. d. acres. £ s. d.
397 321,873 865 3 2 Burrowa.............................. 331 215,362 703 13 2
GOCi 43ri7n.Q 1 501 13 7

246^411 '771 6 4 Camden ............................. 32 16,648 59 15 8
453 239,048 820 10 6 Carcoar .............................. 374 216,959 742 5 4

3 715 3 19 5 Cassilis .............................. 476 329,367 1,062 19 1
licrrima.............................. 31 13,206 47 9 1 Casino................................ 202 142,342 453 14 4

S2 55,494 187 17 4 Cobar ........................... .. ■. ■ 19 22,889 75 ly y
141 ino 030 352 5 5 Cooma................................. 823 469,913 1,601 4 3
57 74322 238 1 6 Coonabarabran.................. 186 164,190 542 4 11

904 1KV753 357 1 8 Coonamble.......................... 484 597,440 1,904 5 4
Brisbane Water.................. 3 ~ i|6?o 4 0 0 Condobolin.......................... 128 121,962 451 12 5

ISO 187 138 5S8 12 4 Cootaimmdra...................... 92 y 1,550 290 12 1
U) 11,627 39 12 0 Corowa .......................... . 74 90,093 297 9 6

-
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Schedule 'KXIl'H—continued.

District.

Cowra................................
Deniliquin.........................
Dowling............................
Dubbo................................
Du“g°g ............................
Eden ................................
Forbes................................
Glen Innes.........................
Goulburn .........................
Grafton ............................
Grenfell............................
Gundagai .........................
Gunnedah .........................
Gunning............................
Hay....................................
Hiilston............................
Inverell ............................
Kiama................................
Lismore ............................
Lithgow............................
Liverpool...........................
Maitland...........................
Manning River.................
Maelcay River .................
Metropolitan.....................
Mitchell............................
Molong ............................
Moree...............................
Mudgee ............................
Murrurundi ...... ..............
Muswellbrook .................
Narrandera........................
Narrabri............................

No. Area. Animal Rent.

acres. £ s. 8.
107 70,844 218 15 0
296 231,534 745 9 a

1 1,600 5 0 0
731 952,578 2,746 8 6

8 4,850 16 9 6
26 17,960 58 7 1

262 279,646 889 15 8
163 124,596 391 3 11
5C3 271,086 936 0 5

92 66,799 228 10 9
283 267,132 847 1 4
160 103,347 336 5 9

68 43,572 147 4 8
201 119,401 374 3 10
907 1,373,953 4,316 12 0
380 665,305 2,111 7 11
346 192,992 631 4 1

0 4,430 15 0 0
110 66,906 200 13 8

27 14,455 49 11 11
11 7,203 23 3 3

73 67,900 243 18 2
194 155,877 501 2 11
648 821,686 2,619 13 S
144 94,119 329 7 4
159 104,414 339 7 4
30 21,710 66 19 5

181 309,120 973 8 4
360 525,536 1,792 6 0

District.

Newcastle...........
Orange........... ....
Parramatta.........
Paterson..............
Parkes.................
Patrick’s Plains ...
Penrith ..............
Port Macquarie... 
Port Stephens . ..
Queanheyan .......
Raymond Terrace.
Rylstone..............
Scoue ..................
Shoalbaven..........
Tamworth...........
TenterfieM...........
Tumut.................
Tweed River.......
Urana..................
Wagga Wagga ....
Waicha ....... ......
Walgett...............
Wanalda ...........
Wellington..........
Wentworth..........
Windsor...............
Wollombi ...........
Wollongong .......
Yass.....................
Young.................

No. Area. Annual Rent.

acres. £ 8. d.

35 26,061 87 u 4

76 48,551 154 4 8
91 80,983 281 7 9
26 7,698 28 8 10

17 7,851 28 0 4
56 29,351 106 16 4

384 259,304 833 8 4
9 7,172 22 15 S

168 11,266 358 13 10
296 243,813 770 2 4

28 19,489 ti5 12 11
309 244,026 783 19 9
128 86,453 279 11 5
228 135,437 446 3 9

1 810 2 10 8
138 116,107 381 12 10
418 404,152 1,301 7 0
121 96,678 312 6 7
237 280,852 888 13 10
430 439,405 1,417 6 1
340 226,161 750 2 0
107 153,815 486 5 4

9 4,311 14 5 10
4 1,553 5 10 0

155 81,903 271 8 2
52 46,304 140 5 5

16,093 14,327,884 46,232 12 11

Schedule XXXIV.
Betubst of Auction Leases renewed for 18S4.

District. No. Area. Annual Rent. District.

Albury ...........
Armidale .......
Balranald .......
Bathurst .........
Bega ...............
Berrima ...........
Bingera ...........
Bombala...........
Bourke ...........
Braidwood.......
Brisbane Water.
Brewarrina.......
Broulee ...........
Burrowa...........
Campbelltown .
Camden ...........
Carcoar ...........
Cassilis ...........
Casino...............
Cobar ...............
Condobolin ......
Cooma...............
Coonabarabran ,
Coonamble.......
Cootamundra.. .
Corowa ...........
Cowra........... .
Deniliquin .......
Dowling...........
Dubbo...............
Dungog ...........
Eden ...............
Forbes...............
Glen Innes.......
Goulburn .......
Grafton ...........
Grenfell ..........
Gundagai .......
Gunnedah .......
Gunning...........
Hay....................
HiUston ...........
Inverell ...........
Kiama...............
Lismore ...........
Lithgow...........

acres. £ s. d.
15 10,760 72 8 10 Liverpool .........................
21 11,895 64 17 5 Maitland..................... .

315 219,856 752 6 6 Macleay River ..................
Metropolitan.....................

35 28,230 89 3 0 Mitchell..........................
3 1,240 4 2 6 Molong ......................
7 3,775 13 10 9 Moree............................

51 35,389 114 11 6 Murrurundi ...................
2 1,920 6 0 0 Muswellbrook .................
1 1,920 6 0 0 Narrandera ...............
5 2,740 12 15 8 Narrabri............................

119 87,239 303 9 10 Newcastle ......................

146 104,840 328 2 10 Parramatta .....................
458 333,128 1,122 7 2 Paterson................. ..........
238 165,144 570 1 5 0 Parkes................................

Penrith .......................
15 1,094 34 13 2 Port Macquarie.................

S 3,215 11 8 9 Port Stephens .................
25 22,743 70 14 0 Queanhcyau .....................

2 1,886 5 19 2 Rylstone............................
2 598 2 4 8 Scone ................................
S 4,469 16 2 6 Shoalbaven.......................

34 9,518 00 8 5 Tamworth .........................
3 1,980 6 4 0 Tenterfield.........................
4 3,840 12 0 0 Tumut ..............................

1 i,i6o 3 8 10 Urana................................
10 8,960 34 19 0 Wagga Wagga .................

93 75,350 243 14 11 W’algett ............................
72 47,970 170 1 7 Wanalda .....................

3 1,216 4 10 0 Wellington.........................

11 7,433 60 13 1 Windsor...........................
76 62,825 221 11 6 Wollombi ........................

5 7,274 25 16 10 Wollongong .....................
3 1,329 10 1 3 Vasa ............................. .

19 5,925 24 6 9 Young................................

14 9,630 30 2 4
222 79,936 449 14 9

No. Area. Animal Rent.

acres. £ s. d.

2 1,860 5 16 4
23 18,430 57 12 6
11 7,950 24 17 1

5 9,986 31 4 3
5 3,510 11 10 0

91 63,587 221 16 5
12 7,145 23 5 1
6 2,874 12 16 0
3 1,384 4 7 3
1 550 1 14 5

97 64,490 223 10 7

4 2,470 7 14 5

"25 "24A21 95 13 1
15 9,920 31 0 0
42 29,660 94 8 9

191 145,956 477 18 6
27 19,140 27 16 G

3 1,920 COO
144 101,074 317 14 3
196 67,210 222 19 3
56 39,420 130 3 1
13 8,714 27 8 0

1 2,240 7 0 0
1 900 2 16 3

3 1,372 17 11 6
1 81 1 0 0

1 200 1 0 0
474 344,292 1,215 14 11

21 15,650 24 9 6

"40 "28,920 93 12 0
3 1,190 4 0 6

3,543 2,372,774 8,384 5 U
«
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Schedule XXXV.

Return of Leases advertised for Sale by Auction during the year 1884.

Districts.
Gazetted. Withdrawn. Sold. Open for Selection.

Lot Area. Lot. Area. Lot. Area, Annual Rent. Rent Paid, Lot. Area.

acres. acres. acres. £ s. d. £ 6. d. acres*
Albury.........................* . 7 2 330J 2 3874 5 1,943 39 1 11 19 11 3

3 21320* 3 2,320 33 17 6 33 17 6
Bathurst ......................... 13 G^SOi 1 900 12 5,8804 63 8 10 34 19 5

.......... ..................... 1 317 1 317 1 0 0 0 10 0
2 1,276 2 1,275 13 12 0 13 2 0

Braidwood ..................... 46 29,94G 1 185 14 8", 339 26 7 7 13 7 9 31 21,422
Brisbane Water............... 229 165,273 25 19,340 60 9 10 30 4 11 204 145,933
Broulee ......................... G L6S0 2 580 6 0 8 3 0 4 4 1,100
Burrowa ......................... 6 2,517 2 705 2 1,035 3 4 10 1 12 6 2 '777

27 17,273 9 5,025 18 12,248 96 9 5 53 0 9
Cooma ............................. 9 2; 076 5 941 3 715 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 424

2 2,270 2 2,270
4 3jo00 4 3,500 10 18 11 0 13 10

Corowa............................. 3 806 1 208 2 598 2 4 8 1 12 4
Cowra ............................ ■ 9' 3,430 6 2,875 30 2 4 15 1 2 3 1,155
Deniliquiu ..................... G . 1 681 4 2,319.4 7 18 10 3 19 5 1 640
Men...... ......................... 1 670 I 670 2 4 0 1 2 0
Forbes ............................. 10 2,182 5 1,355 5 1 3 3 10 8 5 827

1 '560 1 560
Goulburn......................... 91 61,354 15 7,668 23 14,557 47 10 8 39 7 a 53 39,129

22 15,090g 12 7,520| 24 1 11 24 1 11 10 7,570
3 1,463 1 960 2 503
4 2’275 1 300 3 1,975 6 3 6 5 8 6
1 '305 1 '305 4 0 0 4 0 0
2 620 2 620 2 1 3 2 1 3
3 860J 2 7404 3 3 9 3 3 9 1 120

Lithgow ......................... 39 26,334’' 2 1,280 21 14,174* 70 12 1 70 12 1 16 10,830
2 900 1 380 1 3 9 0 11 11 1 520

Mudgee....................... . 8 3,702 1 257 4 3,190 9 19 5 9 19 5 3 255
1 '105 1 105 1 0 0 1 0 0

Muswellbrook................. 10 6,560 1 640 2 0 0 2 0 0 9 5,920
1 550 1 550 1 14 5 1 14 6
2 1,140 2 1,140 3 11 4 3 11 4

Port Stephens ............. 4 3|440 3 2|803 8 35 1 8 15 1 1 640
Qucanbeyan ................. 8 4; 395 1 640 3 1,050 3 15 0 1 17 6 4 2,705
Scone ............................ 1 390 1 390 1 4 5 1 4 5

1 216 1 216
Tamworth ..................... 7 2,907£ 1 300 6 2,0074 9 12 8 9 12 8
Tumut ............................ 3 LIDS' 2 1,000 3 12 6 3 12 6 1 108
Urana ................................ 10 6,276J 2 1,695 3 1,3724 17 11 6 17 1 6 5 2,209i
Waffffa Wapp-a................. 4 4,154 1 520 1 12 6 0 16 3 3 3,634
Waicha ........................ 2 2,690 1 770 1 1,920 6 0 0 G 0 0
Wellington ..................... 4 2,640 3 2,000 6 5 0 6 5 0 1 640
Windsor ......................... 122 90,830 21 15,650 48 19 6 24 9 6 101 75,180
Wollombi........... *......... 312 228,051 312 228,051
Yass ........................ 5 5 4,565 14 5 5 7 2 9
Young ............................ 3 L190 3 L190 4 0 4 2 0 3

1,060 721,9564 47 22,9024 235 146,2744 607 18 7 493 15 6 778 553,3844

Schedule XXXVI. 

Report for l.SS4v—Ringbarking.

Kind of Lease.

No. and area of applicA" 
tions made in 1884,

No. and area granted In 
1834.

No. and areas of applica
tions mode in previous 
years^hutgranted in 1884.

Total No* and area granted 
in i$84.

No. Area. No. Area. No. Area. No* Area.

acres* acres. acres* acres.

Pre-emptive Lease .................. 191 161,778 31 21,918 125 124,530 156 146,448
Auction Lease .......................... 27 20,389 4 1,894 11 6,846 15 8,740

218 182,167 35 23,812 136 130,376 171 155,188

Schedule XXXTII.
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Schedule XXXVII,

Eetuen' of Land resumed for Railway purposes (required for construction of Railways).

County. Parish. Lots. Area.

Goulburn to Cooma ................ Murray.................................... 4
a. r. p, 
is nip

do ...... ............................. 1 fi a o
do .......... ........................ 5 Pfl 1 3ft
do .................................... 1 n n 35v dO .................................... J 4. 0 1^
do ................................... 4 11 T 93
do .................................... 7 23 2 2

Orange to Molong ................................ (J 2 34
Narrandera to Jerilderie ..................... Mitchell ................................ 1 O 90

Total................. 30 106 1 14

Schedule XXXVIII.
Statement of Area of Land alienated and unalicuated in the Colony on tho 31sfc December, 1884.

1. Area alienated in all forms prior to 1861 ............................................................................. ........... 7 338 539
2. Area alienated by Auction and after Auction Selection, from 1861 to 31st Dcceriiber”16841
3- Do by Improvement Purchase during same period........................................... ............... .............. 2 047 914
t- % Conditional Purchase during same period for which Deeds have issued.”'...'.''.'.".'..!! .!!'..'.'.'.'. l!o88!436
“• Do by all other forms during same period...................... ....................................................... ......... 1,184,022

_ „ . Area alienated up to 3I.st December, 1884, including lands set apart for public purposes 24,314,422
l>. Estimated area of unahenated land in the Colony on 31st December, 1884 .......................................... 171,567,728
» * ,, , Estimated area of Colony...................................................................................................... 195,882,150
7. Area conditionally purchased up to 31st December, 1884, exclusive of forfeitures, lapsings, cancellations,

and voidanoes, but for which deeds have not issued* ............................................................................ 16,363,311
* This area ie Included In item No. 6.

Report
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Report of the Surveyor-General to The Under Secretary for Lands.
Sir, Surveyor-General’s Office, Sydney, 3 September, 1885.

1. In making my Annual Eeport for 18S4i, I propose to confine it exclusively to the work done 
during the year and to any practice divergent from that of other years which may have occurred.

2. Itcturus giving full particulars as to cost, number, and nature of instructions issued to and dealt 
with by surveyors of all classes will be found at pages G8 to 73 inclusive.

3. Returns giving particulars of the number and employment of salaried surveyors will bo found 
on page G(!.

4. The vacant positions for second-class surveyors, appearing in Estimates for 1884, were filled by 
the appointment of four licensed surveyors, three of whom were previously employed on temporary 
salary.

5. A vacancy for a second-class surveyor under the head of General Survey of tbe Colony was filled 
up by tbe appointment of a surveyor previously employed on temporary salary. This appointment was 
made to take effect from 1st January, 1883.

(j. 'Jibe number of licensed surveyors employed at the end of the year 1884 was IDS against 196 of 
the previous year ; in addition to these six have been transferred to tho permanent staff.

7. The following table shows the average cost per acre of measurement by licensed surveyors, from 
1873 to the end of 1884, viz.:—

1873 ... ... 1 5-j 1877 ... ... 0 8! 1881 ... ... 1 li
1874 ... ... 0 11 1878 ... ... 0 9f 1882 .... ... 0 XH
1873 ... ... 0 10i 1879 ... ... 1 21 1883 ... ... 0 Ilf
1876 ... ... 0 8| 18S0 ... ... 1 2* 1884 ... ... 1 31
8. In estimating the cost of survey per acre it has been the practice to include in the amount all 

lineal measurements, some of which, roads and feature surveys for instance, are but indirectly concerned.
9. The increased cost of licensed surveys in 1884 arises from the stoppage of measurements for 

auction sale. These surveys being generally in blocks are carried out at a cheaper rate than conditional 
purchases which arc more isolated,

10. The licensed surveyors nddmitfced during the year are as follows:—
At the June Examination:—

Messrs. T. M. Stephen
A. B. Wood 
P. E. B. Adams
II. V. Haynes
S. von Arnhcim
E. S. Murray
0. E. Bowler
A. Peake
C. It, Cuningham
J. E. C. Goodridgo
C. A. Martin 
J. T. M’Cann

Messrs. W. B. Bridges
II. L. Barrington 
T. B. IT. Slomau 
C, Coane
A. H. W. Senior
E. J. Brown
M. V, Murphy
E. D. Eisher
G. Soares 
\V. Jahn 
J. Andrews 
It. Bernstein

At the December Examination :—
Messrs. A. M. Men dell

G. W. Walker 
J. Silk
A. II. C. B. Conroy 
E. de la Motto Mott
G. W. Deeming 
T. R. Pawn is
A. J. P. Hit-chins 
G'. E. Wicks

Messrs, J. L. Clarke
A. C. M. Lockhart 
A. T. Creswell
S. R. Irving 
J. Murray 
J. E. Muntz 
C. D. A.dams 
J. E. Daly 
W. Short

11. Those licensed under the Eeal Property Act are as follows:—
Messrs. J. H. Balmain 

J. It. Blacket 
T. Bosslcy 
E. A. Bonney 
E. J. Burgess 
A. W. Canning 
E. IT. Dawson
S. H. Dav'son
G. W. Dewdncy 
J. E. Flynn
H. Folkard 
W. A. Harper
3—E

Messrs, If. W. Hawkins 
W. A. Lewis 
A. I. Liddell 
A. E. Mackay
D. H. Murray 
II. Sbute 
P. E. Smyth 
J. Tarrant 
W. M. Thomas
G. A. Tillett 
W. B. H. Warner

On
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12. On 31st December, 1883, the licensed surveyors had on hand the following instructions, viz.:—
Under sis months date................................................ ........................ 2,670
Over sis and under twelve months ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,067'
Twelve months and upwards ... ... ... .. ... . . ... 615

Total .................................... 1,352
On 31st December, 1881:— -----

Under sis months date.................................................................................. 2,869
Over six and under twelve months ... ... .............. ... ... 637
Twelve months and upwards ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 261

Total..................................... 3,767

13. As licensed surveyors have to meet all expenses, such as labour, horses, forage, equipment, <fcc., 
in advance, and to wait for payment of balances of accounts, there is evidently a limit to compulsion in 
carrying out instructions that can only be executed at a loss; consequently some latitude has been allowed 
in time when claims for measurement are not pressing. Occasionally, under exceptionally difficult circum
stances, the expense of travelling or a charge per diem is allowed, but in either case it is special.

14. The average earnings of tho licensed surveyors fell in 1884 to £694 against £770 in 1883, 
which was considered unremunerative. There is no doubt that many surveyors have only held their districts 
in hopes of improved circumstances arising out of the new Land law.

OericE Staff—PnoFESSioNAL.
15. The number of temporary draftsmen at the end of 1884 was 222. Of this number fifty-two have 

had less than twelve months’ experience ; consequently, although the strength of the office is numerically 
great, it is still weak. The effect of the loss of 121 draftsmen during 1881 and 1882 is still severely felt.

16. In addition to the staff of draftsmen, permanent and temporary, eight permanent and thirty- 
three temporary clerks are employed in the professional branch, in duties not requiring skill in drawing; 
they are principally employed in keeping books of entry and despatch of papers, and assisting in various 
ways, thus saving the time of the professional officers.

Number of draftsmen in office at end of 1884:—
Permanent Staff .............. 109—and 9 litho, draftsmen.
Cadets...

Temporary Stafl.

15 paid from 
5 paid from ‘

“ salaries.” 
contingencies.”

Parish Map Compilation.

Special Class .............. ... 75
1st jj »* • * * • ... 81 4
2nd fi *•* •*» ... 32 *♦»

3rd ... 20 1
4th >> - * * ... 8 10
5th •4 * ... 4 6
6th JJ **• ... 2 3

222 24
Number who have served less than twelve months, 52.
Number who left tbe office in 1884:—Permanent, 5 ; temporary, IS.

The S u a veto a - Ge n k eal.
17. During 1884 the whole of the work known as Charting has been dealt with under Geographical 

Division; the term Charting Branches no longer applies.
18. At the commencement of 1884 the whole of the Colony was divided into thirteen Geographical 

Divisions, each Division dealing with the whole of the work under alienation.
On the 31st December, 1883, the 

total undealt with Charting 
cases in the several Divisions
were ......................... 7,632 plans; 14,354 portions; 2,529,995 acres.

Received during 1884 ..............
Therefore the total to be dealt

9,857 „ 17,694 „ 1,820,070 ?>

with in 1884 was.............. 17,489 „ 32,048 „ 4,360,065
The total dealt with during 1884 
Balance in Geographical Divi

sions on 31st December,

11,993 „ 23,434 „ 3,122,777 JJ

1884..................................... 5,496 „ 8,614 „ 1,238,288 JJ

19. By comparing this statement with the report of .1883, folio 38, the decrease of cases received is 
shown to be 1,561 plans, while the amount of work dealt with compared with tbe previous year is 
shown to be an increase of 2,349 plans, containing 4,200 portions and 278,065 acres, and a decrease of tbe 
work on hand as compared with the previous year of 2,196 plans and 5,740 portions.

20. Charting cases delayed by being under reference to surveyor for amendment or explanation, 
1,217 cases, being 1,992 less than on the 31st December, 1883.

21. Submission cases to Department of Lands of which tbe plans are with the draftsmen on the 
31st December, 1884, 705 eases.

22. The plans delayed on account of being under reference to surveyors being 1,217, and under 
submission to Lands 705 (plans with Charting Draftsmen), equal a total of 1,922 plans, and deducted 
from the total undealt with cases on hand on the 31st December, 1884, viz., 5,496 plans, leaves the number 
that can be progressed with, 3,574 plans.

23.
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23. The number of memoranda sent to surveyors on subjects requiring explanation during 1884 
was djlOT memos., a decrease as compared with 1883 of 1,280 memos.

24. The total number of cases requiring submission to a higher authority in 1884 was 9,085 cases, an 
increase over 1883 of 2,786 cases.

25. The conditional purchase and volunteer land order applications received during 1884 were 
9,618 applications, which added to cases in branch on 31st December, 1883, give a total of 10,864, from 
which if deducted the number dealt with during 1884, viz., 9,592, tbe remainder, 1,272, represent the total 
number oii hand on the 31st December, 1884.

26. This total in the Geographical Divisions on the 31st December, 1884, may be considered large, 
but when tbe facts are taken into consideration that over a thousand applications were received during the 
month of December in the several divisions, and that the officers had to he taken off their legitimate work 
to complete the District Surveyors’ Office maps, to accord with the maps of this office for working the 
Land Act of 1884 in the District Offices, I am of opinion that the arrears will he considered sufficiently 
accounted for.

27. The following tabular statement shows the state of the charting, &e., work in each of the 
Geographical Divisions on the 31st December, 1884.

35

Chabtino Retuuk' oit the 31st December, 1884.

Geographical
Division.

The names of the Heads of the; 
Geographical Divisions. |

Cases
received
during

month.
Portions. Unissued.

Sub
mitted to 

Lands.

For
eXATosna-

tiou-

Under
reference

to
Surveyor.

Dealt
with

during
month.

Portions.

Miscel
laneous 

Branch at 
end of 
month.

Portions.

i Mr. Hall.................. 16 28 56 39 10 59 13 14 216 283
2 ,, Small .............. 5 5 84 83 59 75 84 125 476 599
3 ,, Packer ...... . 102 187 81 66 93 129 40 86 580 841
4 „ Bennie.............. 35 35 10 54 10 82 70 82 250 340
5 ,, Slade .............. 72 145 123 10 2 97 2 2 311 910
6 „ Bennett .......... 32 41 62 43 18 88 20 23 459 794
7 ,, J. J. Callachor... 68 71 79 61 43 125 19 23 627 1,161
8 „ Blake .............. 16 35 88 104 36 99 68 75 566 685
9 „ M. A. M'Leau... 20 26 161 27 6 33 40 74 111 175

10 „ H. Hare .......... 29 61 92 29 27 113 31 35 406 484
11 „ Burnell .......... 24 95 17 31 23 97 17 19 361 606
12 „ A. J. Hare...... 85 106 102 65 133 98 116 832 1,117
13 „ Gall.................. 6 13 51 96 88 12 44 303 620

Total.......... 505 848 853 700 488 1,218 514 718 5,498 8,615

Ati’Mcatioits.

Geographical Division. The names of the Heads of the 
Geographical Divisions. •

Improvement Purchase. Conditional Purchase,

Received during 
the month of 

December.
In Division on the 

31st December.
Received during 

the month of 
December.

In Division on the 
31st of December.

No.
1 Mr. Hall.................................................... 370 616 30 21
2 ,, Small ............................. 47 190 76 167
3 „ Packer............................. 6 4 91 24
4 „ Bennie............................. 17 54 16 20
5 „ Slade ............................. 6 14 160 172
6 „ Bennett ......................... 21 151 54 105
7 ,, J. J. Callachor ...................... 5 8 85 209
8 „ Blake .............................................. 11 19 114 183
9 „ M. A. M'Lean ...................... 573 746 22 29

10 „ H. Hare ........................................ 2 32 80 81
11 ,, Burnell .................................... .. 4 1.19 166 524
12 ,, A. J. Hare .................................. 2 29 88 63
13 „ Gall.................................................... 17 20 125 239

Total.................................. 1,081 2,002 1,107 1,837

28. The total number of improvement purchase applications remaining in divisions on the 31st 
December, 1884, may be considered large; but I consider these arrears to be sufficiently accounted for by 
tbe fact that a large number of the applications having been made in the western part of tho Colony, and 
not less than 1,290 improvement purchases having been received only during the months of November 
and December, in Geographical Division No. 9, and 750 in No. 1, and tbe work having to be laid aside for 
the urgent necessity of completion of maps for the district offices, in view of the Land Act of 1884 coming 
into force on the 1st January, 1885. The total number of improvement purchases received during the 
year in the above divisions have been very great, not less than 2,150 in tbe former division and 1,230 in 
the latter division, together about live-eighths of the total number received in all the divisions.

29.
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29. Auctiox Applications.
Received in 1884 ............................................................ ... 741

Do 1883 ........................................................... ... 200

Showing an increase over 1883 of ... ... ... 541

Advertised for Sale— ■

In 1884 ........................................................... ...
port,ions. 
3.384

acres.
60,660

In 1883 ....................................................................... 5,G09 151,890

Showing decrease for 1884 of ... ... 91,239

Re-offered—■

In 1884 .......................................................................
acres.
7,183

In 1883 ....................................................................... ... 27,465

Decrease in 1884 ................................... . ... 20,282

Improvement purchase applications received during 1884 ... ... 5,696
On hand, 31st December, 1883 ..................................... ... 663

Total to he dealt with in 1884 .............. .............. ... 6,359
Dealt with during 1884 ..................................... ... ... ... 4,357

Balance on hand (vide tabular statement above) ... ... 2,002

30. Noting Bhanch.
No. of cases received during 1884 ..................................... ... 5,762
On hand in Branch, 31st December, 1833 ... ... ... ... 360

Dealt with during 1884 .............. ... ...
6,123 

... 5,793

In Branch,31st December, 1884 ... ... ... ... ... 330

• Nil Sales. ■
Noted during 1884 ... ... ... ... ... ... * i i ... 367
Withdrawals ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 453

Total nil sale and withdrawal ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 820

In Branch, 31st December, 1884 ... ... ... ... ... ... 104

31. DEScniPTiON Branch.
No. of cases on hand for deed on 31st December, 1883 ... ... 339

Do received during 1884 ... ... ... ... 5,386

Dealt with ..................................... ... •

5,725 
... 5,514

Balance on hand for deed ......................... ... ... 211
C.P. Certificates—

On hand, 31st December, 1883 ... ... ... ... » . 4 ... 1,547
Received during 1884 ... ... ... ... ... ... 9,225

Dealt with.............. ... ... ... ...
10,872 

... 9,474

Balance on hand ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,398
Gazette Notices—

On hand, 31st December, 1883 ... ... ... ... ... 72
Received during 1884 ... ... ... ... ... ... 501

Dealt with.................................................................................................................................................................................. 4 ■ <

573
... 501

Balance oil hand ............................................................................................ * » 1 ... 72
Miscellaneous-—

On hand, 31st December, 1883 .............................................................................................

Received during 1884 .........................................................................................................................

... 24

... 193

Dealt with... ... ... ... ... ... ... 44 4

217
4.. 208

Balance on hand ............................................................................................. ... 9
A ggregate
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.Aggregato total—
On hand, 31st December, 1883 ....................................................................... 1,958
Iteceived during 1884 ... ................................................. ..............15,212

Dealt with .
17,170 

... 15,489

Aggregate balance on hand, 31st December, 1884 ......................... 1,680

32. To meet the influx of work (C.P. certificates) seven description writers by piece-work were 
employed during the latter part of tbe year, at a cost of £413 3s. 6d., and an extra examiner for six weeks.

33. Diaghaii Braxch.

The total number of diagrams for deeds prepared in duplicate in this branch
during the year 1884 .......................................................... . .............. 10,874

Do 1883 ................................................ ................................................. 11,305

Decrease in 1834 ..................................... ..................................... ... 531
On hand in Branch, 31st December, 1884  .............................................. ... 67
34. In addition to the above class of work tbe Assistant Examiner of Diagrams Has been occupied in 

furnishing necessary information on about 530 plans for description writers.
35. This branch is assisted by draftsmen who, for diagrams or deeds, are employed by piece-work 

at a cost during tho year 1884 of £854 11s.
t

36. HAitnoun Bhostage akd Special Lease Branch.

Applications received during 1884 ... ... ... ... ... 1,878
In branch, 31st December, 1883... ... ... ... ... 177

. Total
Dealt with during 1884 .........................

Do do ............. . ...

................. 2,055
... 109 charting.
..............  1,809 administrative.

1,918
Balance on hand, 31st December, 1884 ... ... .............. 137

37. As stated in a previous report tbe head of this branch supervises the examination of candidates 
for employment as temporary draftsmen. During the year 1884 the candidates who passed tho test 
examination for employment numbered seventy-six, and a considerable portion of bis time is expended in 
tbe assessment of plans presented for inspection, and also of plans drawn by candidates under examination. 
A large number of tho plans submitted are not sufficiently good to warrant an examination, and in the 
case of others, which may bo sufliciently good to admit of the applicants being examined, they prove them
selves by failing in other subjects necessary to be efficient in, ineligible for employment.

38. He also assists tbe Chief Draftsman in dealing with applications for professional assistance in 
the office and field. The bead of this branch has also to act in respect to water frontage matters, as 
Secretary to the Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Livers and Surveyor-General (constituting a Board 
to report on such matters), and on tlioir behalf to supply information and advice to applicants.

Miscellaneous Branch.

39. This branch deals with applications for Public Schools, General Cemeteries, Police Stations, 
Schools of Art, Post, Telegraph, and Court Booms, Gaols, Show Grounds, Pounds, Baths, Hospitals, 
Town Halls, Church Sites, &c., &c., and Bailway resumptions.

Miscellaneous cases received during 1884..............
Bailway resumptions ... ... ... ...

Total .....................................
representing 2,795 portions.

In branch on 31st December, 1883 ..............

Total ................................................................................
Total of work dealt with—

Charting... ... ... ... ... ... ............. ... 354
Administrative ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 772

Previously issued work ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 130

Balance on band, 31st December, 1884 ... ... ... ... ... ...
Humber of reminders returned and dealt with ... ... ... ... ...
Conditional sales tracings dealt with under contract at a cost of £28 17s. 3d...

40. Lease Bbanch.
Auction Leases—

The number of auction leases refused during tbe year 1884
was .............................................. ............ 4 = 4,930 acres

Granted and charted ... ... ......................... 471 = 1,329,272 „

Total received during tbe year ... 475 = 1,334,202 „

2,137
123

2,260

146

2,406

2,256
150
405
598

Tbe number of auction leases dealt with during the year was 
Showing a decrease from 1883 of ... ... ... .

475
153

Pre-leases—
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Pre-leases—
Received during 1884 and in hand the 31st December,

1883   1,989 = l,546,530f acres

Received and refused during 1884 
Applied for prior to 1884 (refused)

410 = 295,553i „ 
144 = 114,336 „

Total 554 = 409,8891 „

A decrease from tho year 1883 of .........................
Number of pre-lease cases in branch, 31st December, 1884 

Conflicting Claims—
Submitted in 1884, received, and in hand ... ...

Dealt with ... ... ... ... ... .

1,312 cases 
211 „

9,820
... 9,625

In hand on 31st December, 1884 195

Increase in number of cases dealt with above 1883 
Interference of pre-lease with auction measurements— 

Number of cases received during 1884 and in band 
Dealt with .....................................

198

655
647

In hand ................................................'.............................
Number received being 104 more than in 1883.
The number of cases received from the Geographical Divisions respecting 

improvements during the year were , . ... ... ... ...
Dealt with ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

8

3,136
3,091

In hand, 31st December, 1884 ... .
The number received being 739 more than in 1883. 

Permission to Ringbark— • -
Dealt with .......................... -.
In hand ... ... ... ... .

Applications for ringbarking received and dealt with 
In hand, ... ... ... .. .

45

158
9

346
28

The total number of parish maps charted up during the year was ... ... 3,690
The total number of tracings prepared for the Land Board (showing leases) at

a cost, £426 15s.... ... ... ... ... ... ............. 9,500
41, In addition to the above, 3,000 applications were examined, but being in right of freeholds 

within runs, the leases were noted for cancellation and no tracings were prepared.
42, In submitting this report of the Lease Branch I may remark that on the 7th November, m order 

to meet anticipated applications for conversion of leases under the provision of the "Crown Lands Act of 
1884” and the preparation of the necessary tracings required to show boundaries of leases, assistance wras 
sought from the Geographical Divisions for this duty, and about 1,500 cases were transferred to these 
divisions, hut owing to Ihe Geographical Divisions being fully taxed with work, assistance only was given 
to a very limited extent, and contract or piece-work had to he resorted to, and, as before stated, over 9,500 
tracings have been prepared at a cost of £426 los., besides a large number having to be made in tbe branch 
as ordinary work; and between the 19th of November and the 31st December not less than 12,500 leases 
were cursorily examined with reference to the land in right of which they were granted, and that all 
possible information appear on the lease maps before the 1st January, 1885, and in readiness to facilitate 
dealing with applications under the 52nd clause of the “ Crown Lands Act of 1884” during the ninety days 
allowed by that Act, and also in order to chart the leases gazetted during the latter end of December, 
overtime work had to bo resorted to, and the officers of tbe Lease Branch remained at the duty till 
10 o’clock at night, and by that means the required work has been accomplished without addition to the 
ordinary stall of the branch" in a most satisfactory manner, arid though there is a decrease on the previous 
year of the numbers of lease applications dealt with during 1884, nevertheless the large quantity of 
undefined leases previously to 1880, and "the revision of lease boundaries, render it necessary on account 
of errors in the compilations of old maps, discovered by new compilations on large scale, the draftsmen 
throughout the year’have been heavily taxed with work. 1

‘ Assistant 'Orncfc, Professional Erancit.

43. This branch is of a professional character, under the Deputy Surveyor-General, and reports on
cases under the alienation clauses of tho Lands Acts. _

44. The same duties, were performed in this branch during the year 1884, including completion of 
action in Survey Branch of purchases legalized under the “Crown Lands Purchases Validation Act, 1881,” 
and the preparation of Schedules of Purchases proposed to he legalized under authority of Parliament.

45. The existing duties in this branch are now performed by the Deputy Surveyor-General.

Roads Branch.

46. The Roads Branch of this Department reports in all cases of application for roads through 
alienated land, under the Act 4th 'William IV, No. 11; the alignment of streets, under Act 2nd Victoria, 
No. 2 ; the alienation of unnecessary roads, under section 10 of 25th Victoria, No. 1; the granting of one 
road in lieu of another, under section 26, and resumption of laud for roads from any conditional purchase, 
under section 27 of 43rd Victoria, No. 29 ; and granting of public gates, under 39tn Victoria, No. 10. It 
is under the charge of an officer, who reports for the Surveyor-General to the Department of Mines, and 
in some cases to ‘the Ruder Secretary for Lands, and he is assisted by two other professional officers, as

‘ • ■ heads
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heads of divisions, .ind a staff of draftsmen and clerks, who carry out the necessary action respecting the 
roads of the Colony, hi two divisions, north and south, and in these branches several improvements 
peculiar to the geographical divisions of the Alienation Branch have been adopted, and the records kept 
are in a very efficient state.

47. The number of papers received during the year 1884 reached 7,206, and on many of these 
separate and distinct action had been several times taken. The number of miles of road surveyed was 
1,520, delineated by 240 plans, in addition to 40 plans showing 239 streets; 362 applications for roads, 
deviations in roads, and for alignment of streets have been received; 642 reports from surveyors, irrespective 
of 289 reports accompanying plans of survey ; 380 objections and claims for compensation, which required 
investigation, and in 26 cases compensation was recommended to be granted by reports from this branch. 
There are many hundreds of thousands of roads in this Colony, anyone of which may form the subject of 
inquiry, complaint, application for resurvey, dedication, &c., or may be applied for to be purchased under 
tho Crown Lands Alienation Act. On each and every such inquiry or application the necessary informa
tion is given personally to the public, or is supplied in the shape of a minute of recommendation to the 
Under Secretary for Minos, and in some cases to the Under Secretary for Lands.

48. Comparison with the previous returns shows a steady increase of work in this branch.
Bbskrve Bbauck. '

49. The work performed by the Reserve Branch is as follows, viz'.:—Recommending reservations 
from sale and lease, consisting of water supply, timber, travelling stock, camping, temporary commons, public 
recreation, &c.; the cancellation and modifications of reserves under the 6lh section of the “ Crown Lands 
Alienation Act of 1861,” reporting on resumptions for public parks and recreation reserves ; reservations 
for public purposes of all kinds under the 4th section of that Act; and applications in virtue of improve- 
incuts within reserves ; dedications for recreation and permanent common ; boundaries for proclamation 
for new gold-fields under the Mining Act; reserves from sale on account of gold under the “ Crown Lands 
Alienation Act of 1861”; town and suburban boundaries; alterations in designs of same; population 
reserves; boundaries under the Towns, Police, and Municipal Acts, and modification and alteration in 
mining and municipal districts. The preparation of electoral registration, school, licensing, and police 
districts is acted upon by the officer in charge of this branch; also applications to mine under reserves 
and roads.

50. This branch also carries out the examination of all plans received for auction sale, for the 
purpose of ascertaining before sending on whether sufficient reservations had been made for public 
purposes.

51. Reserves for travelling stock, with camping sites at reasonable intervals, have been notified 
along a considerable number of stock routes ; in many instances tracks have been marked, and the 
boundaries of the reserves defined on the ground.

52. Tlie total area reserved for travelling stock during the year being 1,122,303 acres.
53. 815,900 acres have been reserved along projected lines of railway or lines in course of 

construction.
54. 1,739,669 acres have been reserved for the preservation' and promotion of the growth of timber 

during the same period.
55. Total area of land reserved from conditional' purchase during the year 1884 included an area of 

6,933,124 acres.
56. With a view to remove doubt or uncertainty as to the position of reserves, a large number

have been defined on the ground. -
57. A considerable number of unnecessary reserves have been subdivided for sale.
58. A map of the Colony has been published shoeing the towns, principal centres of settlement, tho 

railway lines completed and in course of construction, stock reserves or driftways, tanks and wells along 
the stock routes, with their local names, and the positions and names of railway stations where stock can 
be trucked. The map will bo found of considerable value to owners of stock, drovers, and others engaged 
in pastoral pursuits.

59. Reseeves eeom Saxe.

Purpose. No. Notified. No. Kevoked.

Aborigines ... ... ... ... .. 6
a, r. p, 
213 2 0

a. r. p.

Access.............. .................................... „ 115 89,884 2 36 is 3,731 2 8
Access to tidal waters................................................ 1 290 0 0
Access and camping ... ... ... ... ... 1 41 0 0 i 530 0 0
Baths ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 4 0 0
Beneficial occupation of Crown Lands ... ... i 306 0 0
Bridge ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 48 0 0 i 1,280 0 0
Camping ... ... ... ... ... ... 225 152,395 1 6 58 35,746 2 13
Camping and travelling stock.................................... 8 6,155 O 0 2 1,168 0 0
Cemetery ............................................... . ... 6 139 0 3
Census ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3 15,172 0 0
Commissioners’ quarters ... ... ... ... 1 240 0 0
Commonage ... ... ... ... ... ... 10 12,624 0 38 12 4,983 3 36
Crossing ........................................................... 18 495 2 0 4 277 0 0
Drainage ... ... ... ... ... ... 5 3 2 36
Driftway ... ... ... ... ... ... 26 25,453 0 O 2 182 0 0
Gold (on account of)......................... ‘ .............. 6 53,385 0 0
Gold-field (within open) ..................................... i 21.500 0 0
Hospital... ... ... ... ... . . ... 1 2 10
Island ... ... ... ... .. ... ... i

oo1*̂

Landing-place ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 30 0 0
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Reserves fhom Sale—continued.

Purpose, No. Notified. No. Revoked.

Limestone ... ... ... ,,,
Mining ... ... ... ... ,,,
Pending completion of Census ...

„ declaration of deviation in road 
report of Department of Mines

Police purposes..............
Population ... ...
Post and Telegraph Office 
Pound ... ...
Powder magazine ...
Public buildings ...

„ park ..............
„ purposes ...
„ schools ... ...
„ traffic ..............

Quarry.........................
Railway purposes ...
Recreation ..............
Refuge in time of flood 
Road metal ... ...
Road purposes..............
Shipping of stock ...
Slaughter-yards,.. ...
Special lease ..............
Specially exempted ...
Suburban ... ...
Tank .................. ...
Timber ... ... ...
Timber licenses (exempted from operation of) 
Telegraph ... ...
Town .........................
Town exten sion,.. ...
Town and suburban purposes 
Trigonometrical purposes 

„ station
Trucking-yards... ...
Travelling stock ...
Water supply ... ...

„ and travelling stock
Tillage.........................

(future) ...
Wharf.........................
Unspecified ..............

Totals

a. r. P- a. r. p.4 570 0 0 1 62 0 0
9 592,590 2 0 98 785,105 3 21

... 7 7,470 1 3
1 268 0 0
1 29,560 0 0

39 ■1,767 1 101 5 547 2 34
A > * 3 320,147 0 0

1 0 2 0
15 31.3 2 3 2 27 0 38

... 1 0 3 20
91 409 2 27 10 67 3 0

2 79 1 34 ...

12 47.891 3 25 44 22,513 O 37
120 1,458 2 4 13 227 0 11
A » . 1 42 0 0
15 4,165 3 15 4 20 0 0

124 815,900 0 20 50 93,734 1 38
97 21,193 1 1 17 975 0 9
14 18,305 0 0 5 8,384 0 0

6 6,462 2 20 i 3,840 0 0
2 322 O 0

*...................... . i 4,960 0 0
1 10 0 0

64 3,097 2 0 2 8 0 0
2 31,900 0 0
1 438 0 0
9 14,307 0 0 1 2,280 0 0

235 1,739,669 0 0 117 752,654 2 9
1 1,920 0 0
1 0 2 0
1 208 0 0
2 640 0 0 1 300 0 0

*•' 1 157 0 0
3 101 2 0 1 50 0 0

26 6,660 0 16 3 1,014 0 0
2 32 0 0

275 1,122,303 1 0 256 258.666 3 25
768 2,121,854 1 25 620 1,139,723 3 16

2 2.330 0 0
38 86,793 3 0 65 30,866 1 6

4 • * 1 320 0 0
10 130 1 28 2 40 0 10

1 1,280 0 0

,420 6,933,124 3 27i 1,442 3,602,300 1 14

60. Eesebyes ehoxc Lease.

Purpose. No. Notified. No. Revoked.

Aborigines ... ... .............. .............. 1
a. r. p.

1.280 0 0
a. r. p,

Access ... .............................................. 19 2,848 3 35 3 1,25(5 0 0Camping ... ... ... ... ... 10 2,810 2 0 11. 1,768 1 18
Commonage ... ... ... ... ... 9 17,633 0 0 10 1,202 2 7Crossing ... ... ... ... ... 2 241 3 0
Driftway ... .............................................. 1 144 0 0
Mining ......................................................... 1 35 0 0 5 11,515 0 0
From pastoral lease ... ... ... ... ... 2 1,240 0 0 22 20,421 0 0
Population ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 74,240 0 0

„ boundary ... ... ... ... ... «> ■ 3 802 0 0
Public purposes ... .................................... 1 565 0 0 13 5,619 0 O

„ traffic ...................... ................................... •.. . . 1 4-2 0 0
„ watering place.................................. . ' ... ,,» 1 159 0 0

Railway... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 110 0 0
Recreation ... ... ... ... ... ...
Road purposes ... ... ... ... ... ...

2
9

2,402 3 0 
6,067 0 0 "l 3,610 0 0

Quarry ......................................................... # ■ • 1 617 0 0
Sale ... ... ... ... ... ... 3 967 0 0 4 5S0 0 0
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Resertes from Lease—continued.

Purpose, No. Notified. No. Revoked.

Shipping of stock .................................................
■ a. r. p.

i
a. r. p. 

2,060 0 0
Site for future village ... ... ... ... i 1,400 0 0
Site for village............................................................ i 2,590 0 0
Special lease ... ... ... ... ... ... 38 3,879 3 20 5 208 0 0
Tank ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 400 0 0 1 640 0 0
Town and suburban lands ... ... ... ... 4 2,983 0 0 1 8 18
Timber ... ... ... ... ... 2 1,280 0 0 1 1,280 0 0
Travelling stock ... ... ... ... ... 11 7,513 0 0. 12 6,984 0 0
Village....................................................................... 14 16,271 0 0 7 3,104 1 0
Water supply............................................................ 31 21,716 2 36 22 20,645 0 0
Unspecified ............................................................ 3 42 1 34

Totals ... ... ... ... 164 164,578 2 11 131 86,662 3 27

Miscellaneous.

Purpose. No. Notified. No. Revoked.

Cattle sale-yard and pound ... ... ... ... 1
a. r. p. 
20 0 12

a, r. p.

Census......................................................... ... 2 581 1 0
Common permanent .............................................. 1 170 0 0

„ temporary .............................................. 20 31,019 0 0 70 23,880 2 2
Exemption from quarry license ........................ 1 19 1 0
Gold-fields open ............................................... 87 1.563,118 1 0 14 611,903 1 33

„ reserved ... ... ... ... ... 39 12,099,999 0 0 29 5,412,653 0 0
Preservation of graves... ... ... ... ... 1 0 1 18
Public bath ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 2 2 0
Recreation ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 120 0 0
Suburban lands......................................................... 22 21,207 0 0
Towns and villages .............................................. 19 4,425 0 0 2 645 1 7

Totals................................... 192 13,720,081 0 25 118 6,049,682 3 2

61. The following table shows the number of cases received and dealt witli in this Branch during 
tho years named:—

Year. Number received. Number dealt with.

1880 ................................................................. 9,743 9,630
1881 ................................................................. 11,397 11,528
1882 ................................................................. 11,600 11,850
1883 ................................................................. 11,652 11,646
1884 .............................................. ■.................. 12,258 11,561

62. At the end of 1881 there were 053 cases in the Branch.
63. In addition to the above work performed in the Branch, reserves were charted and examined on 

11 new county maps, 845 parish maps, and 45 town maps, being an increase of 1 county, and 467 parish, 
and 8 town, maps, as compared with 1883.

64. A portion of the latter end of the year was occupied in preparing descriptions for reclamations 
and notifications required in connection with the 11 Crown Lands Act of 1884.”

Land District Mat Branch.
65. The Land District Map Branch continued to provide two sets of maps for each Land Agent 

during the year 1884.
Xo. of sets of Land District maps supplied to Land Agents ... ... ... 108
No. of maps included in the above....................................................................... 5,108
No. of newly compiled parish maps on which tho Land District boundaries

have been charted and certified to ... ... ... ... ... ... 886
No. of maps suppilied to Conditional Purchase Inspectors ... ... ... 155
No. of letters and papers dealt with ............................................................ 249

66. Besides the ordinary staff this branch is largely assisted by contract draff a men, who perform 
the w'ork under piece-work. And during the year the expenditure in that class of work has been about 
£1,243 3s. 4d., equivalent to seven second-class draftsmen.

3—If Compiling
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CostPiinfG and Publishing- Branch.

67. In comparing this report with that of the previous year a satisfactory increase in the number 
of parish maps compiled will be seen, the total number compiled in 1884 being 886, or 504 in excess of 
1883, and notwithstanding this increase in the number of parish maps compiled a considerable amount of 
miscellaneous work has been dealt with in this branch, as shown by the schedule in detail.

68. With the view of pressing on the publication of parish maps with all the most recent infor
mation, and also in prospect of the Land Act of 1881 coming into force on the 1st January, 1885, in January 
last a new or third division of this branch was formed, and in October another or fourth division, result
ing in a marked increase in the publication of parish maps; the former of these new divisions is located at 
the head office, and the latter in tho old Survey Office. ,

69. On reference to the An uual Eeport of 1880 it will be seen that during the year 1880 1074 parish
maps were completed in the compiling and charting division, and that 760 were in office use previously to 
that year, and the returns of 1881 -82 and 1883 show that not less than 2,885 parish maps were placed in 
office use during those years, making a total to 31st December, 1883, of.............. 3,833

And compiled and placed in office during 1884 ... ... ... 886

Total in office use on 31st December, 1884 ... ... 4.719

70. The numbers printed and published during the years 1878 to 1884 inclusive have been 4,280. 
The total number of counties which have been wholly completed in parish maps to the

31st December, 1884, are..................................................................................................61 counties.
Very nearly completed ...   8 „
And in course or compilation..................................................................................................40 „

Total......................................................................... 109

71. The total number of counties in the Colony being 141, the balance of counties not yet in course 
of compilation in parish maps is shown to he 32 ; those, with the exception of two counties on the scale 
of 1 mile to 1 inch, arc situate in the Western Division.

72. The following statement gives in detail the work performed by the Compiling Branch during 
the year 1884 :■—

During the year 1884 the number of parish maps compiled in Compiling
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Branch,'divisions Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 was ... ... ... ... ... 718
And in Geographical Divisions....................................................................... 168

Total ........................................................... 886

During 1883.
Compiled iu Compiling Branch, divisions Nos. 1 and 2... __ ... .. ... 268
In Geographical Divisions.................................... .. ’......................... 114

Total ........................................................... 382

Showing an increase in 1884 of ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 504

In addition to the above the number of parish maps, of which second editions
have been prepared.................................................................................. 87

The number of parish maps in course of compilation in Compiling Branch,
divisions 1, 2, 3, and 4, on 31st December, 1884, was - ... ... ' ... 179

And in Geographical Divisions ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 36

Total ............................................................ 215

The number of parish maps in course of compilation in Compiling Branch,
divisions Nos. 1 and 2, on 31st December, 1883 ...................................... 158

And in Geographical Divisions....................................................................... 15

Total ................................................ , ... 173

Increase over 1883 ...................................... 42

The total number of parish maps printed and published in 1884 was.............. 682
Do do in 1883 was... ... 476

Increase over 1883 ... ... ... ... 206

A statement showing progress of parish maps is attached :—
73. County Mwps—

County maps compiled during the year on scale of 2 miles to 1 inch... ... 4
Do do in 1883 ... 17

Decrease in 1884, owing to the attention of draftsmen, having been directed
to compilations of parish maps .............. ..................................... 13

' * 1 74.
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V4. Hhums and Villages.
One town map, completed in 1884- ... ............................................................ 1
During 1883 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4

Decrease in 1884 ... ... ... ... 3

75. Tracings and Drawings by Contractors.
During tho year 1884 the number was ................................................................4,862

Do 1883 do ............................................................ 4,573

Increase orer 1883   109

Colony Map.
IQ. A. map of the Colony is under compilation on the scale of 8 miles to 1 inch, and based on. the 

general triangulation of the Colony.

77. Topographical Surveys. .
Instructions issued to surveyors during 1.884 for measurement of feature surveys 

necessary for the compilation of parisli maps ... ... ... ... ...
Do during 1883 ... ... ... ... ...

Decrease in 1884...

312 miles. 
553 „

78. Tims of Venture Surveys.
Eeceived into Branch during 1884 ... .........................

Do during 1883 .....................................
1,712

918

Increase over 1883 ... ... ... ... 794

79. Feature Surveys.
Examined in the Branch by Computers during 1884, including 239 miles of survey

sent from other branches for examination ... ... ... ... ... 1,762
Do in 1883 .......................................................................  1,431

Increase over 1883 ..................................... 331

80. Plans awaiting Deamination.
In Branch 31st December, 1884 ... .-.......................................................... 17 „

Do 31st December, 1883 ....................................................................... 16 „

Miscellaneous Work.
81. Other than tracing and drawing above specified as performed by contractors, performed by the 

compiling draftsmen during 1884 :—
82. Preparing maps of the Goulburn Municipality; map of the Licensing District of WaratahJ 

Colony map, showing different scales of fees paid to licensed surveyors charting trial and railway lines on 
plans, &c.; work in connection with maps for the Babbit Nuisance Act; map and diagram showing rainfall 
throughout the Colony ; maps showing land district and surveyors’ district boundaries, Ac., and maps of 
the Quarantine Station. Preparing the following village and town maps for office use: Villages of 
Blayney, Woombah, Currathool West, Loftus, Bateman, Colombo, Booligal, TJmaralla, Narromine, 
Cobborah, .Katoomba, Cungegong, Girilambone, Guyra, and Glenbrook; towns of Wellington, Albury, 
Cooma, Jugiong, Parkes, Wentworth, Bourke ; also, sheet five, county of Georgiana, and preparing litho. 
and reference of county of Cooper.

Plait Becoed Beaitch.

83. The work of this branch is the custody of all original plans, excepting those kept in 
Geographical Divisions, and lithographs of auction plans, as records and surveyors’ field-books, sketch
books, Ac., Ac,

Number of plans in Branch ....................................................................... 112,590
Do issued and returned during 1884 ... ... ... ... ...,181,150
Do of new7 plans received from Charting Branch ... ... ... 5,000
Do plans sent to and received from mounter .....................................  25,000
Do exhibited to the public... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,850

84. There are also in the branch 1,760 auction sale lithographs, 1,200 surveyors’ field-books, twelve 
sketch-books, containing sketch-plans, surveyors’ descriptions, and Government Gazettes, from the year 
1882 to 1883 inclusive.

Saleshau
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Salesman op Public Maps.

85. This officer has the custody of all published lithographs and is saleman of the same, and a record 
is kept by him of the stock in hand, either by purchase, issue, for office, for land agents, or officers in the 
field and other departments, and forwards each day to the Secretary and Cashier a statement of 
lithographs sold:—

Lithographs received. Maps. Copies. Value.

Counties ... ... ... ... ... ... 20 3,700
£ 8. d.

1,012 0 0
Cities, towns, villages, environs ... ... ... 21 3,800 380 0 0
Parishes... ... ... ... ... ... ... 682 68,700 3,435 0 0
Auction sale plans ... ... ... ... , , 266 9,845 492 5 0
Miscellaneous........................................................... 44 25,650 3,543 15 0

1,033 106,695 8,863 0 0

£ s. d.
Lithographs sold ... ... . . ' ... ... ..............6,748 407 11 8
Lithographs issued for use in various branches and to other departments;—

Counties... ... ... ... ... ... ..............2,045 613 10 0
Towns .. ... ... ... ... ... ..............1,954 195 8 0
Parishes... ... . ... ... ... .............. 37,326 1,866 6 O
Auction sale plans .. ... ... ... ..............1,338 66 IS 0

Detailed surveys ... .. ... ... ... ..............1,062 159 6 0
Index maps ........................................................... .............. 319 23 18 6
Geographical divisions ... ... ... ... .............. 230 28 15 0
Large scale Colony maps ... ... ... .. .............. 54 27 0 0
Small do do ... ... ... ... . ... 304 15 4 0
Large scale S. Boute maps... ... ... ... .............. 248 186 0 0
Small do do ... . . ... ... .............. 579 57 18 0
Trigonometrical sheets ..................................... .............. 274 54 16 0
Miscellaneous ... ... ... ... ... ..............1,870 368 1 6

47,603 3,662 1 0

Letters dealt with................................................ 614
This return shows an increase of lithographs received over the year 1883 12,958

Increased issue over 1883 ... ... ... 13,225
Sold less than 1883 ... ... ... ... ... ■*. 4., 5,881

Clerk of Chart in a Branch at Head Office.

8G. Number of papers received, entered, and despatched from the 1st January to the 31st December, 
1884 :—23,683 cases.

Plan-moun'tin'g Branch.

87. The duties of this officer need not bo described. The number of original plans and maps of 
various kinds, lithographs, &c., mounted during the year, 3,029 ; maps in book form, county maps, reference 
to counties, binding catalogue Dooks, 87.
# 88. Miscellaneous work, mounting maps on rollers, packing maps for post, &c., &c,, and other
items of a miscellaneous character,

Contract work—
Mounting 1,061 lithographs ; total cost. 
Cataloguing 24,372 ; do ..
1,768 auction sales lithographs............

£ s. a. 
66 1 0 

103 6 10| 
8 15 2

£173 3 Oi

Linen expended:—Fifty-nine rolls, varying in width from lOO" to 36w ... 3,089 yards. 
Linen on stock on 31st December;—193 rolls, from 38,/, 48", and 100" ... 7,047 „

89.
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89. The average strength of the several divisions in the office under the various headings during 
1884 is shown by the following tabular statement:—

Permanent] Tempomrj 
Stuff. Staff. Clerks. Cadets.

"PiTflininAPR iVhflrKTUT ................... 8
Geographical Division, No. 1.......... 4 7 1 1

Do 2 ... 5 10 1
Do 3......... 6 6 1 1
Do 4.......... 4 6 1 1
Do 5.......... 5 7 1 1
Do (J.......... 4 9 1 1
Do 7.......... 5 7 1 1
Do 8.......... 4* 9 1 1
Do 9.......... 3 7 1 1
Do 10.......... 5 5 1 1
Do 11.......... 3 7 1 1
Do 12.......... 5 8* 1 1
Do 13.......... 3 6 1

Noting Branch................................. 1 2* 2 1
T)piRp.riptinn drt 4 21 This branch has been also

assisted by contractors for
about 6 months.

2 1 Seven (7) diagram draftsmen
employed on piece-work.

Harbour frontage, &c,, Brancii ...... 0
Miscellaneous Branch ..................... 1 5 H -r-time of Clerk, C.P. tra-

cings, till August.
Lease do ..................... 6 151 1 1

4

Hoads do ..................... *?Q 9* 3 b 2
Reserve do ...................... QS 21* 1! 2
T/ftnrl Dfftfirirtfi rln ..................... 2 9|- A ssisted bv contractors who

perform work by piece-work
Compiling do No. 1 .......... 3 15

Do do 2 ......... 2 14 i
2 7
x 4 This branch commenced work

the 9 th October, 1884, with
17 draftsmen.

1 3
Do miscellaneous contract.. 1 7 This division is assisted by

draftsmen on piece-work.
Do lithographic draftsmen... 11 3
Do printers ...................... 4 8 Including stone polishers.
Do clerks ....................... . 4 Including computing clerks.

Plfl.n rpnnrfls .................... 2 3
Catologuing field-hooks................... . 1
Salesman of public maps ................. 2
(Jlfirka of (/linrtinfr "Rrannh ... ......... 1 3

1
Plan-mounters ................................. 2 1
General Survey Branch .................. 9 5 1
Draftsmen on miscellaneous duties... 1

140* 238 32 J 16|

The resignations during the year anil
left for the field ... ... ... 7 20 1

District Survey Offices ... ... 3

7 23

Absences on account of sickness and otherwise :— 
One officer, permanent staff, 10 months.

Do do 7 do.
Do do 6 do.
Do do 4 do.
Do on temporary staff, 6 do.

90. One officer (permanent staff) has been employed for twelve months on matters relating to the 
Laud Act of 1884.

91.Syoasia
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91. List op Comra'iES or New South 'Wales.

Showing progress of compilation in Parish Maps, and the divisions in which the CoimtieB are situate
under the “ Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1884,”

County. Division of the Colony.

Arran atta .....
Argyle...........
Ashburnham . 
A ueltland ....
Bara dine........
*Barrona........
Bathurst........
Benarba ........
Bcresford .....
Bland ............
#Blajland .....
Bligh ............
Bourke ........
#Booroondarra
Boyd .............
Brisbane........
Bueeleuch .....
Buckland .....
Buller............
Burnett .........
Cad ell...........
Caira ............
Camden .........
*Canbelego.....
Clarence.........
Clarendon ....
Clarke.............
Clive ............
Clyde ............
Cook .............
Cowpcr .........
Courallie.........
Cowley .........
Cooper............
*Culgoa .........
Cumberland .. 
Cunningham ..
Dampier.........
Darling .........
#Delalah.........
Denham .........
Denison .........
Dowling .........
Drake ... ........
Dudley .........
Durham ......
♦JUvelyn .........
Ewcnmar.........
*Farncll.........
*Finch............
^Fitzgerald.....
Pitzroy .........
Flinders ........
Forbes............
^Franklin .. ..
G-eorgiana .....
Gipps ............
Gloucester.....
Gordon .........
Gough.............
Goulbura .....
Go wen............
Gregory .........
Gresham.........
*Gunderbooka
Harden ........
Hardtnge........
Hawes.............
Hume ............
Hunter .........

Eastern and Central
Eastern....................
Eastern and Central
Eastern....................
Central....................
Western .................
Eastern...................
Central....................
Eastern....................
Eastern and Central
Western ................
Eastern................ .
Central ....................
Western ................
Central....................
Eastern....................

do ....................
Eastern and Central
Eastern....................
Eastern and Central
Central ....................
W estern ................
Eastern....................
Central and Western
Eastern....................
Eastern and Central
Eastern.................... .

do .....................
Central and Western
Eastern ...................
Central....................

do .....................
Eastern.....................
Central ......................
Western .................
Eastern.....................
Central.....................
Eastern.....................

do .....................
Western ................
Central....................

do ....................
do .....................

Eastern.....................
do .....................
do .....................

Western .................
Central .....................
Western ..................

do .....................
do .....................

Eastern.....................
Central.....................
Eastern and Central
Western ..................
Eastern.....................
Central .....................
Eastern.....................
Eastern and Central
Eastern....................

do .......... ..........
Central.......... ...........

do ....................
Eastern.....................
Western .................
Eastern.....................

do .....................
do .....................

Eastern and Central 
Eastern.....................

Complete in compilation of parish maps.
do excepting 1 map in hand,
do do 2 maps do

10 compiled and 42 in course of compilation.
41 do 85 do
Nil compiled.
Complete in compilation, excepting 1 parish ma'p in hand, 

do parish maps.
do do excepting 3 parish maps in hand,
do do

Nil compiled.
Complete, excepting 2 maps in hand.

do in parish maps.
Nil compiled.
Complete in parish maps, excepting 7 maps in hand. 
Complete in parish maps. .

do
ID compiled, and 10 in course of compilation.
Complete in parish maps, 

do
18 compiled, and 10 in course of compilation.
18 do county not fully subdivided in parishes. 
Complete in parish maps.
1 compiled; county not yet subdivided in parishes.
9 do 29 in course of compilation.
Complete in parish maps.

do excepting 3 in course of compilation.
26 compiled, and 26 do
2 do county only partly subdivided in parishes. 
Complete in parish maps.
20 compiled: county only partly subdivided in parishes. 
Complete in compilation of parish maps.
2 compiled ; others in course of compilation.
Complete in parish maps.
Nil compiled.
In parish maps.
Complete, excepting 27 parishes.
15 compiled, and 20 in course of compilation.
Complete in parish maps.
Nil compiled.
Complete in parish maps, 

do 
do

20 compiled, and 19 in course of compilation.
4 do 13 do
Complete in compilation of parish maps.
Nil compiled.
Complete in compilation of parish maps.
Nil compiled. -

do put in hand for compilation, 
do

19 compiled; 26 in course of compilation.
15 do 56 do
Complete in compilation.

do
Nil, put in hand.
Com plete, excepting 15 parish maps in course of compilation. 
Complete, 

do 
do

Nil, put in baud.
Complete in compilation, 

do 
do

Nil compiled.
Complete in compilation. ■

do
21 compiled; 17 in course of compilation.
18 do 25 not compiled; to be put in hand. 
Complete in compilation.

Note.—CoitDties marked thus * arc in the Western District, in which counties hut little or no alienation ha& as yet taken pl&ce.



List of Counties in New South Wales—continued.

County. Division of the Colony.

Inglis .........................
*Irr;ira ....................
Jamison .....................
Kennedy.....................
*Kilfera.....................
*Killara .....................
King .........................
#Landsborough ..........
Leichhardt..................
Lincoln .....................
♦Livingstone ..............
Macquarie ..................
♦Manara.....................
♦Menindee.................
Mitchell .....................
Monteagle ..................
♦Mootwingec ..............
■^Mossgiel .................
♦Mouramba ..............
Murchison .................
Murray .....................
Nandewar ..................
Napier.........................
♦Narran .....................
Narromino..................
Nicholson ..................
Northumberland , ..
Oxley .........................
Parry .........................
♦Perry.........................
Phillip........................
♦Poole.........................
Pottinger ..................
Kaleigh ......................
♦Eanliin.....................
Richmond .................
♦Robinson ..................
Rous .........................
Roxburgh ................
Sandon ....................
Selwyn........................
Stapylton ..................
Sturt .........................
St. Vincent..................
♦Taila.........................

♦Pandora....................
♦Tara .........................
♦Thoulcanna ..............
♦Tongowoko ..............
Townsend ..................
♦Ularara.....................
Urana.........................
Vernon ................ .
"Wakool .....................
Waljeers.....................
Wallace ....................
W aradgery..................
Wellesley ..................
Wellington..................
♦Wentworth .............
♦Wcrunda ..................
Westmoreland ..........
White........................
♦Windeyer..................
♦Woore .....................
Wynyard....................

Eastern....................
Western ...............
Central...................

do ....................
Western ................

do ................
Eastern....................
Western ................
Central.................
Eastern and Central
Western ...............
Eastern..................
Western .......... ...

do ...............
Central ..................
Eastern and Central
Western ...............

do ...............
do ...............

Eastern and Central
Eastern...................
Central...................

do ...................
Western ...............
Central ..................

do ...................
Eastern...................
Central...................
■Eastern...................
Western ...............
Eastern...................
Western ...............
Eastern and Central
Eastern...................
Western ...............
Eastern ............. ...
Western ...............
Eastern...................

do ...................
do ...................
do ...................

Central...................
do ...................

Eastern...................
Western ...............

do ...............
do ...............
do ...............
do ...............

Central ..................
Western ...............
Central...................

do ..................
do ...................

Western ...............
Eastern ..................
Central............. ...
Eastern...................

do ...................
Western ...... .

do ...............
Eastern...................
Central ..................
Western ...............

do ...............
Eastern ...............

♦Yancowinua..............
♦Vanda .....................
♦Yungnulgra..............
♦Pantara.....................
♦Young .....................

Western
do
do

Complete in compilation.
Nil compiled.
Complete in parish maps. _

do excepting 4 parish maps in hand.
Nil compiled, 

do
12 compiled and in hand for compilation.
Nil compiled. _
Complete in compilation, excepting 5 parish maps in hand. 
Complete in compilation.
Nil compiled.
Complete in parish maps.
Nil compiled. 

do
Complete in parish maps, 

do
Nil compiled, 

do
4 compiled, and others in hand.
Complete in parish maps, 

do 
do 
do

Nil, in hand for compilation.
Complete in parish maps. _

do excepting 4 parish maps in hand.
18 complete, and others in course of compilation. 
Complete in compilation, 

do
Nil compiled.
Complete.
Nil compiled.
Complete in pariah maps. _

do excepting 1 parish map in hand.
Nil compiled, _
Complete in parish maps, excepting 2 parish maps in hand. 
3 compiled ; others in course of compilaton.
Complete in compilation, excepting 4 parish maps in hand. 
38 complete; the rest in hand.
15 do
Complete in compilation, 

do 
do
do ...

6 complete; the rest of the county not subdivided in parish 
maps.

Nil compiled, 
do 
do 
do

Complete in parish maps.
Nil compiled.

do but in hand for compilation, 
do do

Complete in parish maps.
Compiled, excepting 17 parishes.
Complete in parish maps, ■.

do 
do

Complete, excepting 4 parish maps in hand.
!} compiled.
Nil compiled.
Complete, excepting 2 parish maps in hand.
Complete in parish maps.
Nil compiled, 

do
Complete m parish maps, excepting 1 parish map in hand 

for compilation.
Nil compiled.
1 compiled: county not yet subdivided in parishes.
Nil compiled, 

do 
do

More;,—Covutii'? umrMf! thus * ara in ttic Westurn Distfict, in which counties hiU little or no tilionation lias as yet taken place.
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Accouttt aed Clerical Brasch.
92. This branch employed officers both on the fixed and temporary staff—seventeen of the former 

and twenty-seven of the latter, during the year 1884; the salaries ranged from £62 up to £450 per 
annum, and the total cost of the branch was £8,512 Os. 2d.

93. The business of the branch is divided into the following heads, viz.:— i
Accounts.
Correspondence.
Record of Measurements, &c. .
Stores.
Statistics.

94. The duties under the first head may be summarized as follows:—

48

The total amount of accounts rendered for services of the past year, was ... £349,612
The amount of balances of licensed surveyors’ accounts for 1883 and prior

years, passed for payment ....................................................................... 28,195

£377,807
Total amount of salaries and contingencies paid was..................................... 354,593

Balance.................................................................................. £23,214

95. The total number of letters, &c., written, recorded, and despatched during the year was over
21,000 on professional subjects, added to which about 25,000 uoticcs of payment were sent out, and 1,351 
on questions requiring Ministerial approval.

96. The number of communications received from surveyors—salaried and licensed—was 33,532.
97. The number of special eases submitted for my decision direct from this branch was about 10,000.
96. The number of returns prepared during the period was eight, which were of a very exhaustive

character, and occupied a considerable time in preparation; the number is no criterion of the work 
involved.

99. At page 68 appears a return showing the cost of each survey district, the number of instructions 
issued and carried out, the balance representing those transferred or remaining on hand at the end of the 
year. The number of instructions remaining on hand at the end of the year is no criterion of the energy 
or otherwise of the surveyor, the number being affected by the return of instructions by other licensed 
surveyors who resign or change districts. Following this is a similar return respecting the services of the 
temporary salaried surveyors.

100. The premises occupied by the Department are ns follows:—
Hoad office, Bridge-street,
Trigonometrical, General Survey, Compiling and publishing Branches. Wolfen’s Buildings, 

Bridge-street.
Diagram, Description, and Noting Branches, Exchange Buildings, Bridge-street.
Charting Branches, Sutton’s Buildings, George-street.
Charting and I. P. Branches, Boy’s Buildings, George-street,
Lease Branch, Gilchrist, Watty & Co.’s Buddings, O'Connell-street.
Bonds and Charting Branches, Gilchrist, Watt, & Co.’s Buildings, Bent-street.
Plan Mounting Branch, <fcc., Currier & Adet’s, Maequarie-plaee.

101. Thiooxojietrical Branch.
Annual Bcport for 1884.

Name.

Stations
Completed.

HoriziOntnl Angles 
Observed.

Vertical Angles 
Observed.

New Stations 
formed. Stars observed. Miles.

1st. 2nd 3rd IS
inch.

10
inch.

B-iacli
and

smaller
18

inch
10

inch.
E-ittcli

and
smaller

Hills
observed

from.

Hills
observed

to.
Hills

visited.
Hills

rc-pilcd. 1st. 2nd. 3rd Azi
muth, Time- Lati

tude.

J3 to,
> 'O
d c

EH o

15 d.

II 111
inlg.chff.

ConderW............... 16 218 433 728 1133
Brooks J.............. ii 7 7 3930 505 425 30 5a5 4* 27 2537 333
Cameron J............ 4 16 13 4S04 S20 1000 192 32 417 37 36 201 55 20 2255 10G4 114 35
Gregnoii F. J......... 4 25 27 2247 1S2 4690 m 278 90 95 mi !>SG
Mackay A. E, .. . 6 24 37 1223 1902 133 2312 77 525 21 n 138 is 178 2472 522 4 9
Taylor E. H........... 175 2 22 29 3757 797
Hcaly J................... 140 11 14 9 1600 1502
Sw&nnell T. C....... 32 4 44 0 5754 325
Griffin F* ............. 106 2 0 12 22 4997

Total......... 26 72 84 1239 11031 8317 133 1605 7494 j 213 1773 047 171 2S 92 80 555 50G 924 26872 5579 118 44

Field staff. 102. The accompanying table shows, in a tabulated form, the work done by the field staff of this
branch in the twelve months ending December 31, 1884, and the following remarks are submitted in 
explanation thereof:— v

103. No. 1 18-inch altazimuth has been used by Mr. W. .1. Condor, Superintendent of Trigono
metrical Surveys, in the astronomical determination of the latitude and longitude of Mudgee, Coona- 
barabran, Walgett, and Coonamble.

104. No. 2 18-inch altazimuth was employed in measuring the horizontal angles at Warrawolong 
and Yengo, two of the main stations for extending the triangulation northerly, eventually to join the 
Queensland Trigonometrical Survey at the boundary of the Colony.

105. The triangulation of the County of Cumberland may now be said to be complete, allnecessary 
stations known to' be required having been observed, and the triangles computed and co-ordinates 
calculated therefrom.

106. 1 n the County of Northumberland three stations are still to he observed in the main series, and 
thirteen stations in the secondary triangulation. These latter will fix twenty-six interseetjons or tertiary 
stations, principally required for due connection of detail surveys. With one exception, the whole of the 
piain stations in County Argyle have been observed, but some of them will have to be rc-visited with the

■ small
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email instrument to fir sundry new stations for detail work, and, under this aspect, they are classed as 
secondary stations. There are forty-one stations of this class still to he observed, and they will fir 
seventy-sir intersections, and when these are done counties Northumberland and Argyle may be con
sidered completed, at any rate so far as present requirements are known.

107. In the middle of July the surveyor engaged in the county of Argyle was detached for the 
survey of meridian circuits, starting at the astronomical station, Coonamble, the meridian of which was 
as initial, and all lines in the survey were referred, as to inclination, to this meridian. This method adopted 
of survey has been advised for localities whore the natural conformation of the ground precludes ordinary 
trigonometrical survey operations, and, briefly, it consists, primarily, in the careful measurement of the 
outside boundaries of a block, referring them carefully to the true meridian by stellar observations at 
every few miles; and, secondly, in the survey of such subdivision lines (all marked in the most permanent 
manner) as shall divide this block into suitably small areas. Any portion (isolated or otherwise) which 
may hereafter be selected within reach of these lines to be surveyed and connected therewith, and thus 
the meridian circuit survey will furnish the basis of an accurate map or plan of that particular locality, 
showing not only land to be sold but also lands already alienated, and by means of the initial point the 
information can be located on a general map of the Colony. (See Appendix for memorandum of an 
extended system of general survey.)

108. The results of this survey are satisfactory. In the first circuit, where especial care was taken 
to obtain accuracy, the average closing error is about a fifth of an inch per mile. In circuits No. 2 and 
No. 3, where some of the lines were measured with just ordinary care, the error is about 14 inches 
per mile, which, although large comparatively with circuit No. 1, is still sufficiently accurate for all 
practical purposes. The cost of this survey was rather under a halfpenny per acre. (See Appendix for 
report, by Mr. W. J. Condor, on meridian circuits,)

109. The astronomical stations previously mentioned are four out of a number of selected places 
outside the reach of the trigonometrical survey, which require to be fixed as a basis on which to effect on a 
larger scale than hitherto an accurate compilation of a map of the Colony, and, amongst other reasons, 
to afford a means for arriving at its area.

110. The Trigonometrical Branch is now fully supplied with all needful instruments for the equip
ment of at least three parties of astronomical observers. During the year a new transit instrument has 
been constructed under the joint direction of the Government Astronomer and the Superintendent of 
Trigonometrical Surveys. This instrument is one of the most powerful portable transit in field use in the 
world, and is probably the largest in any of the Australian Colonies. It has a double filar micrometer 
eye-piece, so that it can he used as a zenith telescope for the determination of the latitude, as well as a 
transit instrument for obtaining time and azimuth. The object glass is 4-J inches, with a focal length of 
60 inches, and it is expected that, by its means, the probable errors in the resulting observed latitudes 
and longitudes will be reduced below their present limits, without in any way increasing the cost, either 
as to time or money, or the tax on the observer’s physical capabilities.

111. Two barrel chronographs for electrical and chronometrical appliances have been added to the 
equipment of the Trigonometrical Branch, and a contract for the supply of throe sets of three chrono
meters has been partly carried out by the supply of one set. (See Appendix by J. Brooks, F.B.Q-.S., 
for a description of the methods of determining latitude and longitude and of the instruments used.)

112. It will be proper here to note the arrival of the new standard bar. Beyond a mere preliminary 
examination, to sec that all was right, it was not deemed advisable to make any comparisons until it had 
rested for a time on its supports at the Sydney Observatory.

113. The piling overseers have formed 175 new stations; some of these extend the main triangulation 
scheme northerly, almost to Armidale, and part of them carry the county triangulation down the coast to 
the south end of the county of Camden, In addition, this number of new stations includes second and 
third class stations required for the accurate definition of the Newcastle population boundary.

114. During the year fifty-one field books of observations at main and county stations and five of office ttafl 
minor work, together with thirteen astronomical books, have been cheeked, and the results tabulated and 
entered in duplicate in the abstract and bearing books.

115. The positions of 137 stations in Cumberland have been fixed, completing the triangulation of 
that county, together with those of thirty-three minor stations near Port Hacking.

116. The positions of 529 stations in Sydney and suburbs—the majority of which had been fixed 
from the Harris-street base—have been re-computed from the Richmond base, which has now been adopted 
as the standard for the triangulation of the Colony; but in order to do this it was necessary to reobserve 
certain of the stations in the Sydney triangulation. This was done in November and December, and the 
value of the resulting co-ordinates greatly improved.

117. The altitudes of twenty stations in the main series of triangles and of nine in the diagonal 
series, which connects the Lake Q-eorgc and ^Richmond bases, with those of 117 stations in county Cumber
land, have been computed.

118. Astronomical observations for latitude and longitude have been made at Mudgee, Coonabara- 
bran, Coonamble, and "Walgett, and reduced in this branch, and the latitude and azimuth of Warrawolong 
and Tengo have been similarly computed.

G-ekkeal Survey.

119. The system of marking and connecting isolated surveys, with a view to embodying them in a 
general survey, has been continued during 1884. Sufficient data has now accumulated for the com
mencement of several additional parish maps on any desired scale, and with a view to their production 
several surveyors were occupied during the year in filling up gaps. Without any large amount of addi
tional survey this office now possesses the necessary material to map out about one-third of the Metro
politan County.

120. The difficulty of preparing maps for publication by reason of the want of a sufficient drawing 
staff, bas been more than usually felt during the year, owing to the resignation of three draftsmen and 
computers, whose places it was found impossible to fill, and since the commencement of this year (1885) 
there have been two further resignations. The disproportion between the office and field staff bas been 
before noticed in my report of last year’s operations. However, notwithstanding this thirty-two sheets

3—Gf of



52

50

of the detail survey of the city and suburbs have been placed in the lithographers’ hands for printing, 
making up to the end of the year a total of fifty-seven of these maps published.

121. The amount of survey work done in the city and suburbs is illustrated by the accompanying 
map, which shows by the colour the work received from the eighteen surveyors employed.

_ 122. It was hoped to have published a general map of the county of Cumberland on the scale of
2 inches to a mile during the year, but the great press of current work precluded the possibility of doing 
so, though this map has advanced considerably towards completion.

_ 123. The map of the parish of Botany has been placed in the hands of the lithographers, but as 
drawing such a plan on the stone takes a considerable time, and as only one lithographer could be spared 
owing to the press of work in preparation of parish maps, &e., required under the Land Act of 1834, 
publication has not been made. The maps of this class (scale, 10 inches to a mile) will prove very useful, 
as, in addition to showing all the Crown grants and every building, fence, road, &c., the scale is sufficient 
to allow of the various private subdivisions of the original grants being shown.

124. The map of the parish of Alexandria is now being plotted and is in a forward state; and maps 
of other parishes will he proceeded with, now that the surveys are in so advanced a state. It is hoped, 
however, that additional drafting assistance will be available during the ensuing year to enable these maps 
to be produced without delay, as the current work of the examination of surveyors’ plans occupies the 
greater part of the present office staff.
_ 125. The register of the trigonometrical stations around Sydney and suburbs and at Newcastle and
in county of Murray has been printed, and copies supplied to the surveyors requiring this information, 
thereby doing away with a good deal of the clerical labour of copying out these descriptions.

Bemabks.

126. The average earnings of Licensed Surveyors, omitting those who have rendered accounts for 
less than £100, is £694, being £76 less than the previous year. Many surveyors have evidently worked 
without profit, hut towards the end of the year an increased percentage was allowed on fees to Licensed 
Surveyors in certain districts to enable the number of surveyors on temporary salary to be reduced and 
replaced by Licensed Surveyors paid by fees.

127. Consideration of paragraphs 15 to 19 will show a large increase in the working efficiency 
of the office, notwithstanding that fifty-two draftsmen have less than one year’s experience. The explana
tion lies in the fact that the resignations, &c., have fallen during 1884 to twenty-three, and that the office 
is recovering from the loss of services in 1831 and 1882 so much complained of in previous reports. 
Compared with the work of 1883 the increase is from 9,600 to 11,993 cases, and estimating the services of 
Charting Draftsmen employed in preparation for Laud Act to he equivalent to 1,000 cases, the work per
formed during the year equals 13,000 eases, an amount never before approached,

128. I observe with considerable satisfaction at page 199 of the Bcport oftheBoyal Commission on 
Land Titles and Surveys of Victoria, a very favourable report on the measurements, &c,, adopted in the 
General Survey of New South Wales. The Commissioner, Mr. A. C. Allan, writes as follows:—“I had 
a consultation in Sydney with the Surveyor-General and the leading officers of his survey staff on the 
alleged advantages and comparative economy of their new system of ehamage, the progress of tho 
development of which I have been familiar with for years ; and to thoroughly satisfy myself of its merits, 
went into the ' field,'saw the whole process, and took a part in the measurements. The results were 
quite up to the statements made; measurements by the system can be obtained to within 3 inches to 
a mile, and this for all purposes of a first-class town survey is practically accurate, and beyond the limits 
of accuracy to which buildings could be erected.”

129. With the year 1884 the employment of Mr. W. -T. Conder ceases. With him the Depart
ment loses services which have been carried out for several years with rare ability. As an Astronomical 
Observer Mr. Conder’s performances have scarcely been surpassed in any country. The loss is regretted 
by all who have worked with or under him.

130. In my return for 1883 I took occasion to show the extent to which the demand upon my 
personal services had reached. During 1884 there has been no cessation. On the contrary, I have found 
myself scarcely able to do more than deal with matters brought under notice, allowing no time for the 
exercise of that tentative insight into services rendered which is so important in the management of a 
large department wherein so much authority is necessarily delegated.

P. F. ADAMS.

-APPENDIX.
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APPENDIX.

Merldiak Ciecuit Seetez at Coonamble.

By TV. J. Conder. '
131. This survey comprises meridian circuit No. 1, being the outside boundaries of a group of five 

runs known as Coonamble North, Coonamoona, Coonamoona Back, Bulgogar, and Weetaliba, occupied 
by one lessee, and meridian circuits, Nos. 2 and 3 (combined), being the outside boundaries of six runs 
known as Opposite Coonamble, Tooloon, Quoonmoona, Coombarrah, Budgegong, and Kialgara, occupied 
by two lessees.

132. The system adopted in carrying out this survey consists of the establishment of one station as 
the origin, the meridian at this station being adopted as the initial meridian.

133. All lines in the survey are then described with reference to their inclination to the direction of 
this initial meridian, and the position of all corners or permanent marks are defined by rectangular 
co-ordinates therefrom, with this station as the origin.

134. In this instance the position of the origin (a station in the town of Coonamble) was determined,
as to latitude and longitude, astronomically; also a permanent meridian mark was left for reference, in tho 
position shown on the plan. .

135. The survey was performed with more than ordinary precautions to ensure accuracy. The true 
azimuth was found at eighteen places at intervals averaging about 6 miles by observations of close 
circumpolar stars at or near their elongations, and thence the bearings of the lines (allowing for con
vergence) ; this value was then compared with that obtained from the survey operations, and any errors, 
cumulative or otherwise, in the measurement of angles or production of straight lines, were exposed and 
corrected.

136. For the azimuth observations and angular work an 8-inch theodolite, provided with striding 
level and micrometer, was used ; the production of lines and other parts of work were performed with a 
6-inch theodolite.

137. The chainage was made in duplicate with wire ribbands of different lengths, and corrections 
were applied for variations in temperature; uniformity of extension was secured by the use of spring 
balances. Great care was exercised in using the ribbands ; for instance, marks were made on pegs driven 
into the ground in lieu of arrows ; long grass, brush, and rubbish, were carefully removed from the lines, 
and the ribbands were frequently compared as to length with standards provided for that purpose.

138. In order that this survey may be available for future reference for an indefinitely long period 
special attention was paid to the marking, which is as permanent as practicable.

139. At aE corners and in long lines at distances not exceeding 5 miles, a bottle filled with concrete 
has been placed 2 feet below the surface of the ground; standing on this a post 5x5 in., projecting 
4 feet, has been placed in a hole dug for the purpose 2 feet square, filled in and well tamped with selected 
earth of a different description, as to color aud quality, from that excavated.

140. That part of these posts projecting above the surface has been painted white, and the requisite 
letters or numbers for identification cut thereon and pricked out with black paint; this is in addition to 
the ordinary marking of trees, lock-spitting, Ac.

141. As to the measure of precision attained in the survey, the small closing error of the circuit fur
nishes very strong evidence, which, taken in conjunction with the close agreement in the azimuth, deter
mined independently by the method hereinbefore described, together with the slight differences in length 
shewn by the duplicate measurements, establish beyond reasonable doubt the correctness of the survey, 
and shew that it is sufficiently reliable to be made use of for reference, as the standard for all surveys 
within the included area.

142. The errors in closing these meridian eireuils are for No. 1= 0’3 links latitude, l-4 links depar
ture, or error per mile = 0'026 links. Ditto, 2 & 3 = 40'6 ; 82'5 or error per mile, = 1'8 links.

143. In the circuit Nos. 2 and 3 for part of the eastern boundary a road survey has been adopted 
which was not surveyed by Mr. Cameron; the azimuth of this survey was cheeked at each end, and found 
correct, and several portions of it were reehained, to compare the length of the chain used for the road with 
that used for the circuit; the marking also was found so good that it appeared superfluous to survey this 
part again ; this may perhaps account for the comparatively large closing error. I am however doubtful 
whether this is due, either to the road surveyor to unavoidable small cumulative inaccuracies, and should 
recommend in this instance that some kind of tie lines should he run through the survey, so as to locate 
a discrepancy if it exists which might be easily rectified, and in case the error should then appear approxi
mately evenly distributed the range per mile is not so large as to impair the practical utility and accuracy 
of the survey.

144. The total cost of the survey, allowing 44% for 5 months wear and tear on £500, the value of 
instruments and equipment, and all contingent and travelling expenses, amounts to £701 2s.

145. The total length, 126'4 miles (of which there are 21'S miles of connections), = to 
£G 10s. IHd. per mile.

146. The length of the circuit only, 104’6 miles, which cost £580 6s. l'2d., and includes an area of 
293,500 acres at a cost of $d. per acre.

14'7. In future surveys the cost per acre must depend chiefly on the area to be included, for double 
the cost at the same rate per mile may include four times the area. A considerable reduction may also 
be expected in the rate per mile for future surveys, partly because this was an experimental survey, which 
necessarily must bo a slower process than one in which every detail is known, and every difficulty antici
pated and provided for.

148.
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148. The coat is also in a very great measure dependent on the degree of precision expected; this 
should he regulated entirely by the practical requirements, and it should be understood that time and labor 
expended in the endeavor to attain greater accuracy than this is for all practical purposes wasted. bYow 
my own observation and experience I am of opinion that a range of error not exceeding 2 links per mile 
can be secured with ordinary care and attention ; this will necessitate the use of a spring balance and one 
thermometer, the reading of which should be noted at frequent intervals, but not necessarily for every 
chain. As this range of error in adjoining surveys may have contrary signs, it will then cause an apparent 
discrepancy of 4 links per mile between them. The measurements "should be in duplicate with tapes of 
various lengths, and I think the ordinary method of using arrows will suffice in lieu of pegs driven into 
the ground, and marked at the extremities of each tape (a very much slower and more expensive process).

149. The angular measurements should be repeated four times, and all productions of straight lines 
made by using the mean of two reversals of the telescopic axis.

150. Azimuth observations should be made at convenient intervals, which must be arranged to suit 
circumstances only, as a very serious waste of time will occur from confining the surveyor to a definite 
limit between which such observations should be made; experience will indicate for each officer entrusted 
with this work when his azimuth requires strengthening in this way, and unless he feels sufficient interest 
in hk work to take this precaution, his results will soon shew that he is not fit to be entrusted with surveys 
of this character.

151. In times of drought, and also during the hottest summer months, I think it is very undesirable 
that this work should be attempted on the level country in the western division of this Colony. The cost 
is very much enhanced by the necessity for using forage at famine prices for the horses employed on the 
work, and the excessive heat must have a very prejudicial effect on the physical and mental conditions of 
the officers and others engaged thereon.

152. I estimate that this class of survey can be carried out satisfactorily at tho rate of £4 10s. per 
mile, which for a surround of 100 miles, in the form of a square, is equal to 1'OS farthings per acre.
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\Memorandum by Surveyor-General of an extended System of General Survey. 13 December, 1883.

Prefatory.

Power to stay 
selection during 
survey.

Survey aystems 
ot other 
countries.

153. The question as to how legislation, in accordance with the Land Bill now before Parliament, will 
affect this Department has been frequently asked, and other information is being sought, having reference 
to the public surveys ; and as this is a subject which has had a great deal of consideration at my hands, I 
take the present juncture as a suitable one to place the results thereof on record. It is assumed that 
provision for staying selection pending survey operations will bo enacted, as it appears in the present Bill, 
and has already appeared in the Bill previously submitted to Parliament, and without such power it is 
obvious survey before selection is open to defeat.

154. The survey systems of North America, India, the Australian Colonies, and New Zealand have 
been examined (as far as published results can throw lighten the subject), and that of New Zealand appears 
to approach nearest to our requirements ; but being, like the Indian, based upon triangulation, it could 
not be applied in an emergency oven if this country were as well suited to trigonometrical operations as 
New Zealand, whereas triangulation is only possible in about one-third of it.

155. Survey by meridian circuit is common to the systems of both New Zealand and India, but it 
has not heretofore been adopted without the help of triangulation, and in this respect the system proposed 
differs.

North American 
ayetem.

Modification 
suited to Wejtem
division.

156. The survey systems of Canada and the United States being based upon actually measured lines, 
extended hundreds of miles in the direction of the cardinal points, apply well in countries enjoying an 
equable rainfall, but neither would be applicable in its integrity to this Colony, where stretches of water
less country must be measured across ; and, again, as such surveys must be made in tho true meridian, 
they would be at variance with the local magnetic meridians heretofore adopted, and lead to confusion and 
public inconvenience. Although unsuited as a system of general survey for this Colony, a modification 
of the American systems may be applicable to the “Western division,” where selection before survey is 
excluded, and in this view I am eliciting information as to where water sufficient for survey purposes 
exists.

Central division.

System pro 
posed'
Traverses cor
rected astro* 
nomicaHy. 
Pastoral hold
ings.
Reconnaissance 
and classification 
survey'
Not arbitrary.

Haps.

157. This paper will, however, be confined to operations in the “ Central division,” in consequence of 
the importance of the interests existing therein ; division of pastoral holdings and selection before survey 
being important features in the Bill, I shall describe the system as applied thereto. In this view I 
propose to surround “ holdings” or groups thereof, to the extent of some 400 square miles, with surveyed 
circuits, or, rather, astronomically corrected traverses, laid down with the greatest accuracy that can be 
attained, in order that they may fit together on county or general maps. Inis being attained, the further 
subdivision into individual holdings and halves thereof will follow, and, further on, the resumed half be 
divided into areas averaging some 6 square miles (3,840 acres), which may be designated traverse circuits; 
from these maps could be prepared for exhibition at the local land offices, Boards, &c.

158. The lust-mentioned divisions would vary in dimensions, and only be bounded by arbitrary lines 
where no natural feature or established boundary exists. It should be borne in mind that the smaller 
divisions of the survey (traverse circuits) are not arbitrary areas or geodetic quantities, as is the case in 
the North American systems, and that the general survey and surveys for the alienation of land are two 
distinct functions, the former ending as soon as material has been collected to map and classify the public 
estate. These maps will show the features, reserves, roads, frontages, and alienated land, and can bo 
prepared rapidly by photo-lithography; and being common data for both local Board and Land Court, 
will tend to reduce the chances of confusion which I fear will arise out of conflicting information.

Information 
supplied to 
puWfC'
Information at 
present avail
able.

159. In these maps the public will have before them information as to what the Crown offers for sale; 
frontages, reserves, &c., being also shown, together with the position of all marks used on the ground.

160. Under the present system the public can, at best, only learn what has been measured or sold 
whereas under the system now advocated information as to what is unsold is the important feature.

161.
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161. Under the system proposed all future surveys may be made to the same meridian. It will c»p»wiitta*. 
provide full information to selectors in describing the land they wish to acquire ; it will be of great service 
in keeping the local Boards, Survey Office, and Laud Court in accord, and provides for the classification of 
the public lands before conflicting interests arise,—an advantage to which I attach much importance ; it 
reduces the chances of conflicting surveys, and the danger now experienced of taking up land exempted 
from sale, also waste of survey whore land is taken up in areas differing from those measured.

1G2. Should it be determined to lease and not to alienate the public estate, the amount of survey 
required beyond the traverse circuits would be trifling, and in many cases the lease could be drawn up 
from the map alone.

103. In estimating the cost of survey under the proposed system it is assumed that tho meridian R)Um»teo!oo«t. 
circuits (embracing about 400 square miles each) will adjoin and have common boundaries, although 
circuits may be measured either separate or collectively.

164. In the" Central district” it is estimated that the cost of the general survey, up to the point at 
which the runs are halved, will probably be under Id. per acre on the whole area, and the further 
subdivision into traverse circuits, frontages, &c., would little, if at all, exceed 2d. per acre in addition; 
therefore the total cost of preliminary surveys for maps of the Colony would be about 3d. per acre, from 
first to last.

165. In making the estimate no account has been taken of any probability of contribution from 
lessees of holdings, who may, from want of surveys, be unable to comply with the requirements of tho 
Bill in supplying maps of their runs.

166. A few years since a scheme based on measured meridian circuits without triangulation would PrMtip*biutj. 
not have been entertained by any experienced surveyor, but recent improvements in the measurement of 
distances, the direction of lines by astronomical observation, and the number of trained surveyors now in
the Department capable of conducting these operations, have enabled me to advise the adoption of a 
scheme based thereon.

167. There is nothing in the proposed system to militate against subdivisions, however large, in 
anticipation of demand and selection, as in such cases the operation of the general survey would end when 
the boundary of the land to be subdivided was marked. The advantage would be that for about Id. per 
acre extra subdivisions and all other surveys could be placed geodetically ou the maps in their exact 
positions, and thereby avoid never-ceasing uncertainty and repeated complications now frequent.

168. If this system of survey meets with favourable consideration, I would advise a trial of it by 
the survey of three meridian circuits as soon as surveyors may be available.

169. I estimate the number of surveyors who are qualified to lay out meridian circuits at thirty, 
but they are all at present engaged on important surveys, chiefly in the county of Cumberland, from 
which it would be impossible to remove them suddenly.

170. The principal drawback to the scheme is conveyed in the last paragraph, but I am unable to 
devise any other form of standard survey effective from the outset.

171. Although the survey of the meridian circuits may appear to be a simple matter, it would, in Maputude. 
the "Central division,” occupy thirty qualified surveyors twelve months to define them and cut them up
into holdings ; but as many surveys of runs exist which could be used in the division of “holdings,” it 
is not expected that the whole would be required at the outset.

172. The present survey practice came into operation under the Land law of 1861, and not being 
under any general system is unsatisfactory and expensive ; for, without power to stay selection during the 
course of a survey, selectors have power to alter the design with every new selection made, before the 
survey is officially accepted, and in consequence of this measurement in advance of selection has been 
practically abandoued.

173. The success of the proposed system will be found to depend upon the exercise of the right to
stay selection during survey. If exercised extensively, and if all the surveyors who are qualified could be 
lent from their present employment for a period, I believe the result would be, on the whole, satisfactory, 
although much inconvenience would be felt by their removal, '

174. The accompanying diagram* illustrates and explains the system of general survey recom
mended; it represents a meridian circuit embracing three (3) holdings, divided into leased half, and resumed 
half, and the latter into traverse circuits. The diagram only illustrates the system, and does not show the 
whole amount of survey involved, I mention this, as an estimate of cost of survey made from the 
diagram alone would be considerably below the actual cost.
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DliSOBIPXIOir OF THE METHOD OF DETERMINING THE LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE OF PLACES IN
New South "Wales,

By J. Brooks, F.Ii. Q.S.
175. The latitude and longitude of the Sydney Observatory is adopted as initial point, and all places 

in New South Wales whose positions are astronomically determined are referred to it. The determination 
of the latitude itself is independent of any observations which may be made at Sydney, but in the case 
of longitude it is the difference in time between tho required place and Sydney which is observed. 
There are many ways of determining the latitude, hut the method known as Tallcott's, based on the 
measurement of small differences of zenith distances, is undoubtedly the best. Chauvenet says that it 
is one of the most valuable improvements in practical astronomy of recent years, surpassing all previously 
known methods (not excepting that of Bessel, by prime vertical transits) both in simplicity and in 
accuracy. Captain Tallcott invented an instrument called the Zenith Telescope for this purpose, but it 
has been shown that a transit or an altazimuth instrument fitted with a micrometer eye-piece may be

successfully

* No?*.—*Thc diagram is not reproduced in this Report.
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successfully used as a substitute for the Zenith Telescope, with the additional advantage that one instru
ment serves two purposes(1st), the determination of the latitude, and (2nd), the true time at, and also 
azimuth of, the place of observation. ’

1/0. The No. 1 altazimuth is so fitted, and, with one exception, it is the instrument hitherto used for 
t ie purpose uuder description. The essential principle of Tallcott’s method is that the telescope shall make 
absolutely the same angle with the vertical (or the level) at the observations of both stars of a pair. 
I wo (or more) stars are selected, which culminate at nearly equal zenith distances, one or more south, 
and ttie rest north ot the zenith. The differences of their zenith distances should be well within the run 

1 m ?n,crometcr1 to avoid observations near the edge of the field. The stars’ right ascension
should be so nearly the same that their transits may occur within a period during which the instrument 
ma_\ be assumed to have remained unchanged, but sufficient time must be allowed between each star for 
reading the micrometer and level, and for reversing in azimuth, A programme having been prepared, 
subject to tho above conditions, the middle wire of the instrument is brought into the meridian the 
vertical circle set to the mean zenith distance of the two stars, and the level brought at or near zero 
Having set lor the star which culminates first, when the star comes into tho field, the assistant starts 
counting the Eecouds from tho chronometer, and the observer bisects the star as nearly as possible on the 
middle wire, or, tailing in doing this satisfactorily, he bisects it aa soon after as possible, and in either case 
t ie actual tune of bisection is recorded. The level, and then the micrometer, is read, the instrument 
rotated IbO degrees in azimuth and the second star observed in same manner. This process is repeated 
t'o/T . , Motors until a sufficient number of observations have been made, that is from 100 to
120 single observations, or 25 to 30 pairs on four nights. Any error in the declination of a star neces
sarily lessens the precision of the result, and the uncertainty in the catalogued position of some of the 
stars, is the only weak point in the method, hut the facility of multiplying the number of pairs ou account 
ot tho simplicity of the observations compensates for this to a great extent. Copies of the actual 
observations for latitude at Walgett, and the calculated results illustrating this method, are added, 
\\ aigett being selected as the most recently determined.

177. The determination of the longitude is a more difficult matter.
■ j 1/8,:n rbln?ethod generally adopted in the United States and other countries has been somewhat 

varied m this Colony and now it consists practically in causing the clock at (sav) Walgett to record on 
the chronograph at Sydney, whilst the Sydney clock is recording on the same chronograph, and then the 
Sydney clock records on tho chronograph at Walgett, whilst the clock there is recording its seconds. In 
this way it is possible to get the difference between the two clocks within a hundredth of a second, and 

ie problem is reduced to obtaining the actual clock errors at the time of comparison, and thus the 
difference of the tune at the two places at the same absolute instant, and herein lies the whole difficulty.
11 i F*?' A Sltc 5)6011 selected for the Observatory at the place whose longitude is required a
block ot stone is marked and buried for reference hereafter, an annulus of brick and cement built on which 
to set the steel cone (the stand of the instrument) ; the altazimuth being duly placed on this cone, is 
set vertically over the mark in the stone, and adjusted for collimation level and azimuth as nearly as 
possible. .It is rarely that these adjustments are made exactly, and the times of observation are more 
easily corrected zor the small errors by means of computed corrections.
, , J1’1" e!TOr of animation is reduced to small limits by bisecting any well defined terrestrial
maik, distant a_ mile or so (the micrometer head having been set at zero), and then rotating the instrument 
t nough 180 degrees (nsmg the horizontal circle for this purpose), plunging tho telescope and bisecting 
the mark by means of the micrometer screw. Half the difference of the readings is the collimation 
collection and the micrometer head is ret to this. The instrument is next brought into or near 
tho meridian by computing the mean time of transit of a slow moving star, using an ordinary watch for 
first approximation, and following it with the telescope until that time. The axis of the telescope is 
eveiled and the transit of a star near the zenith noted ou the chronograph using the chronometer/ It 

is evident that any small error in the azimuth will not much affect the time of transit of a star in
W™! +i nec.essai7 t5)at the telescopic axis shall be as near level as possible. The difference
between the right ascension of the star and the chronometer time will he the approximate error of 
c ironometor in stderal time. The process is now repeated with another slow inoviim star this 
flire using he chronometer with its error properly applied: The reading of the horizontal drcle 
wid be a close approximation to the meridian reading, and any small deviation is found and 
allowed for m the observations now to be described. A programme is prepared in groups of 
thice or four stars at or near the zenith, and one or two circumpolar stars, one if possible being 
sub-polo For tins purpose those stars only are used whoso right ascensions are well determined, 
ihf, zenith or time stars, and, when possible, the circumpolars are selected from the nautical almanac

are selected from tho Melbourne catalogue. It is necessary that the 
511)ct"een the stars should he as short as possible, so as to eliminate unknown variations in tho 

chronometer rate. U lien possible the level is read, reversed, aud read again just before and after 
each star. The times ot transit of the stars oyer the wires are recorded on the barrel chronograph by the 
observer pressing the signal-key, every individual second being automatically recorded by the chrono
meter. The instrument is now rotated through ISO degrees, and another group of stars observed as 
before any error in collimation, and also inequality of pivots, is thus eliminated, and a mean of the two 
corrections deduced from these two groups is the clock correction at or about the middle time of all the 
obseyvatmns^ This process is repeated with two other groups of stars, and then, if practicable, clock signals 
are endian ed with bydney. The observations then proceed in same maimer ; that is, a group of stars 
instrument reversed, another group, instrument reversed, and so on, until, if possible, a second exchange of 
signals w made, when two or more groups will close the evening’s work. A single night’s work (says 
Chauvenet) however, is not to be regarded as conclusive, although a- large number of stars may have been 
observed and the results appear very concordant; for experience shows that there are always brrors which
computed n*3d™ 501 ^ ^ SamC and whlch doHot aPPear to he represented in the corrections

181.
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181. Generally signals are exchanged Sydney on from three to five nights, depending
somewhat on the observers good fortune in having clear cloudless nights at both stations.

Description of Instruments,

182. The 18-inch altazimuth is an excellent instrument, by Troughton and Simms. As originally sent Alt“lErttth' 
to this Colony, it was provided with two telescopes, one having an object glass of 2$ inches and 2G inches
focal length, and two vertical circles attached, one of them being read by two micrometer microscopes, the 
other by a simple microscope, and used as a pointer ; also, a double filar micrometer for measuring small 
angles in altitude and azimuth and parallactic motion, So that the eye-piece can be moved to view any part 
of the field distinctly.

183. The other telescope had a 3-inch object glass of 36 inches focus without circles, and with only 
simple eye-piece. The tube or smaller telescope was afterwards altered by the addition of a truncated cone 
(properly counterpoised) large enough for the cell and 3-inch object glass; and thus increased optical 
power was gained in conjunction with all the facilities offered by tho micrometer eye-piece.

184. The horizontal circle is firmly attached to the base of the instrument, which consequently has 
but one vertical axis (therein differing from the smaller instruments in general use, which have an inner 
and outer axis, the first carrying the telescope, and the second the horizontal circle). This circle is read by 
four equi-distant micrometer miscroscopes. Two lamps are used for illumination; these stand on brackets 
which are removable at pleasure from the standards. By means of prisms and reflectors (added since 
the instrument left the maker’s hands) these lamps illuminate the horizontal circle immediately under 
the micrometers, as well as supplying the light for illuminating the wires in the micrometer eye-piece.
When desired, the prisms can be turned aside, and the vertical circle is then duly illumined.

185. The 18-ineh altazimuth is invariably stood upon a triangle (repeating stand) on the top of a 
truncated cone of sheet steel, which has foot-screws for roughly levelling up. This cone is covered on tho 
outside with felt, the inside being left exposed. The triangle has three screws for moving the instrument 
bodily, until it is placed vertically over the mark indicating the station. It has latterly been the practice 
(as soon as tho instrument has been properly centred) to place a foundation of cement below and around 
the lower rim of the steel cone (to relieve the foot-screws), aud thus it was rendered almost as firm as solid 
rock. The excellent quality of this instrument will be apparent by comparing the results obtained with 
the published records of similar operations. No doubt these results are in a measure due to the possession, 
by the late superintendent, Mr, W. J. Conder, of an uncommonly keen faculty for observing, as even 
with the best instruments an ordinary observer will, as a rule, produce only ordinary results.

186. This instrument consists of a cylinder (round which a sheet of paper is wrapped) and clockwork ™c0®,0 1̂p°h 
to rotate it once in a minute, also two pendulums with a governor to regulate the clockwork. The motive
power is a hanging weight. The object of the chronograph is to convert the audible clock beats into 
visible signals by means of an electro-magnet, which acts upon an arm carrying a glass pen, the point of 
which rests on the paper.

187. The electro-magnet carriage runs upon two parallel brass rods, and a string having one end fast 
to the carriage passes over a pulley to a small drum connected with the clockwork; as this drum revolves the 
carriage is drawn along, and the pen describes a perpetual spiral; and when the paper is removed from 
the cylinder the successive minutes are found recorded in successive parallel lines. One such sheet will 
contain the record of about two hours work,

188. The chronometer breaks the circuit at every second, and allows a spring to move the pen later
ally for a short distance, but circuit being almost immediately closed, the magnet again attracts the arm and 
the pen draws a straight line until the next second, when tho process is repeated, and so on, until the 
whole of the paper is filled. Having thus obtained a visible time scale, its application to the exact recording 
of an astronomical observation is simple. So far the electric current has passed from the battery through 
the clock to the electro magnet, and thence back to the battery. A signal key is now' interposed, so that 
the current on its way to the battery passes through this key. The observer holding it in his hand, or so 
that he can touch it, breaks or makes circuit at will. Now whenever the observer taps on his key he will 
produce on the paper a mark somewhat similar to that made by the chronometer. In order to identify 
the seconds on the paper, the electrical part inside the chronometer is so arranged that the 60th second 
does not record, and the observer has only to note the first minute shown, and then to count the seconds.
The paper is generally cut off by passing a penknife down the middle of the line of minutes.

The first second is at the left hand, and the 59th second at the right hand edge. The chrono
meters employed are in sets of three, so arranged that any ono of them can be used during observations, and 
the other two are alternately electrically connected with the first. They record their seconds simultaneously, 
mid in this way any two are used as a check on the third. These chronometers are made by Knllberg, of 
London, and the electrical appliance afterwards added by Allcrding & Son, of Sydney,

189. A sheet showing the ebronographic record of star observations by Mr. Conder is appended.
190. The computations and deduced difference of longitude between Sydney and Walgett are also 

shown in the Appendix.

Latitude



Latitude—Walgett. Zenith pairs. Observed by W. J. Cohdeb.

Date. Stur*. Observed Latitude. Mean, y/n
Moan

X

n
V,

1884.
18 October.......... Capo 11,344—11,400 ................

30° 1' 30"
1- 71 ...
1'23 ...
2- 93 ...
311 ...
165 ...
117 ...
0- 73 ...
290 ...
0-86 ...
1- 93 ...
310 ...
2'18 ...
141 ...
1'61 ...
2 97 ...
1'43 ...
2- 26 ...
1'64 ...
1'77 ...
2 94 ...
358 ...
2-54 ..
2-97 ...
2-88 . .
2-35 ...
0-25 .
2-08 ...
1'07 ...
2-17 , .
1'20 ...
210 ..
1‘68 ...
2-68 ..
218 ...
2-87 ...
2-43 ...
2-68 ...
2- 56 ...
3- 48 ...
279 ...
3'23
2-95 ..
2- 75
227 ..
3- 38 ..
2'52
3 36 ..
2'45 ...
3'08 . .
0- 98 ...
3-49 ...
282 ...
372 ...
321
2-64 ...
079
2- 45
113
2-00
1- 91
1- 91
219
3 08
2'40
3- 45
2- 90
311
211
2'44
307
306
2-35
223
2'88

19 „ ..........
20 .........................
22 „ .......... ” "

472' ■Ot,'23 „ ..........
18 „ ........

1 ,,
211 2-236 -20

11,428—11,448 ................
19 „ ..........
20 „ .......... 1 " "

21 .........................
Tl JJ

................
22 „ .......... ” ” “

23 „ ..........

2'64624 „ ..........
i ii jj

1-84 4-87 •47 •22
18 „ ..........

^ 11,476—ll'490 ................

19 „ .. ..
20* ,, ..........

j j. „

21 „ ..........
22 „ .......... » 1J 1| ................
23 „ ..........

'2 64624 ......................... 1-86 4*92 *45 •20
19 ......................... W ll!47C—11,539 .................

20 .........................
21 „ .......... Ii jj '

22 .........................
23 .........................

""■57*24 ........................
19 .........................

r> ii it
2-88 2-449 705 •32

,] 11,490—11,503 ................

20 „ ..........
21 „ ..........
22 „ ..........

ji j>

ii ^

23 .........................
’ 2-44924 .......................

19 ....................... „ 11,608—11,639 ................
1-48 3-62 *83 •69

20 „ ..........
................

21 „ ..........

2-42

22 „ ..........
................23 ;........................

21 „ .......... 2'449 5'93 •11 ■01
19 „ .......... ", 11,667—11,687 ..................

20 .........................
2i ..........

i n ji

22 „ ..........
23 .........................
24 .......... 1

2-96 2-449 725 •65 •42
19 ......................... ”, 11 667—11,610 ................

20 „ ..........
21 .........................

,j u

22 ;.......................
n ji i

23 „ .......... ” ’ ‘‘

24 „ ..........
19 .......................

2'84 2'449 6-96 •53 ■28
„ 11,633—ll|662 .................

20 .......................
21 „ ..........
22 , ..........
23 „ ..........

2'44924 „ ........ 2-81 6*88 •fid
■25

19 ” .......... ”, 11,707—11,740 ................

20 .........................
21 „ ...........
22 .........................
23 „ ..........

‘‘ “ "

’ 170 2*449 41624 ......................... •'ei
■37

19 .......... ” 11,783—11,799 ................

20 .........................
21 „ ..........
22 „ ..........
23 „ ..........

'"“55"
•3024 „ .......... 286 2*449 7*00

19 „ ........ ’’ 11,833—11,869 ..............

21 .......................
22 „ ..........
23 „ .......... >» ................ "s-ai"24 „ .......... 2-61 2-236 •30 09
19 ..........
20 .........................

‘j 11,919—11,961 ................

................
21 „ .......... 1-88

317
2-57
176
1-65
214
179
411
1-40
1'63

22 „ ..........
23 „ ..........

5*9324 .........................
18 .........................

jj. ..
242 2-449 11 ■01’’ 11,991—12,016 ................

19 .........................
21 „ ..........
22 .........................
23 „ ..........
24 „ ..........

j ji
210 2449 514 ■21 -04



Latitude—"Walgett—continued.

57

Date. Stars. Observed Latitude. Mean. v' ®
Mean

X
\/ft

V.

1884.
12 fiZd___12 101

30° 1' 30"

2-20 ... 
2-97 ...
2-56 ...
1-98 ...
304 ...
1- 94 ...
203 ...
2- 36 ...
1-68 ...
1- 43 ...
3- 21 ...
2- 58 ...
1- 77 ...
3- 47 ..
270 ...
2- 53 ...
4- 41 ...
3- 21 ...
1- 84 ...
2- 80 ...
209 ..
1- 30 ...
2- 76 ...
2 57 . .
0- 46 ...
2- 43 ...
1- 24 ...
046 ...
1- 71 ...
1-20 ...
3- 26 ...
3-60 ...
2- 60 ...
3-49 ...
2- 87 ...
3- 43 ...
1-88 ...
2-91 ..
3 70 ...
2- 31 ...
3- 01 ...
1- 33 ...
2- 32 ...
312 ...
4- 05 ...
272 ...
1- 97 ...
2- 66 ...
327 ...
287 ...
1-36 ...
1-66 ...
2 22 ...
1-58 ...
0-60 ..
1-76 ...
1-85 ..
0- 50 .
1- 34 ..

an .
21 .........................
5*3

"e-bo"
24 ......................... 2-4fi 2-449 •14 -02
13 v 12 134__ 12 1fiO .
20 .........................
21

tf fj » ................
)> »i j»
3 121^0—12 197

2-449 ”’■0124 ;; „ ..

19

2-22 5-44 09

20 „ . ..
21 .........................
22 „ . . 
23 jj >i jj ...............
24 „ .......... 3 02 2-449 740 •71 •50
19 ;; ....

20 .

11 12 930 12 270

21 *
22 .........................
23 ;; ...

24 .........................
If) .

’2 449
2-23 5-46 ■08 -01

j, 12^97—1fiJ338 . .

20 . ..
21 ................... ................
22 .........................
23
24 „ ..........
20 ,

”, i2’3si-ial42o !!!!'.!.!
125 2 449 306 1-06 1-12

21 *.!

22 .
23 . „

’ 7:6t"24 ......................... 3-16 2-230 •85 •72
20 .

jj 63— 83

21 .
22 ...
23 .........................
24 .......................

i, ,, ,,
2-85 2-236 6-37 *54

“ "ii"

•29

02
23 jj 111— 164 ..............

24 ......................... 2-17 1-414 3 07
21 , ..........

jj 132— 164 ...

22 ''
................

23 .........................
24 „ ..........

JJ J> J> ..............
2-000305 610 •74 ■55

21 ” .......... jj 220— 268 ...

22 ...
23 „ ..........

2-69"24 ;; ..........

21 „ ..........
2-000 6-38 •38 •14

jj 268— 306 ................

22 .........................
23 .......................

t, Jj Jj

24 ;; ........

21 . ...

)t JJ ft
1-70 2-000 3 40 •61 37

jj 352— 386 ..........

22 .......................
23 „ ........
24 " ........ ” ” " ri8 2-000 2-36 1 13 1-28
22 ;; ........

23 „ ... .
24 .........................

jj 352— 401 ................

1-92 ..
0-65 ..JJ JJ JJ ..................... 1-30 1732 2-25 1-01 1-02

62117 143-63 . 9-29

2-31

O / H
latitude, 30 1 32-31. P.E. 4 0 08.

4-H Walgett.
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'Walgett. Azimuth ahd Clock Eeeoe. 
October 25th, 1884!.

W. J, COTTOER,
Observer.

Circle E. Level, 4'00 W. 
y3 Aquarii. M.C. 1092.

21h. 25m. S016s. 47-02
Level correction = -22

47-24
21k. 33m. 7'68s. 23‘44

Level correction = 1-22

Cl. + 17-07 24-66

M.C. 1092. S Oapricomi.
21h. 40m. 41-38s. 58-30

Level correction = '24

Cl. + 17'15 58'54

Az. 0-30" E.
£ Pegasi.

21L 38m. 32-40s. 49-32
Level correction = -19
Az. „ = '01

Cl. + 17-10 49-50

Circle W. Level 2‘35 W.
16 Pegasi. M.C. 1111. .

21h. 47m. 5016s. 67'05
09

6714
20h. 52m. 45-45s. 64'22

•78

Cl. + 17-25. 65-00

M.C. 1111 and B Aquarii.
22h. 10m. 46‘OOs. 62 9 6

-13

CL + 17-20 63-09

. Az. 4'5G" W.
a Aquarii.

21h. 59m. 52-71 69-73
-12
•15

Cl. + 17-29 70-00

Circle E. Level, 3'44 W. 
y Aquarii. M.C. 1148.

22h. 15m. 4319s. 60'13
•18

6031
22b. 34m. 14-37 30'65

91

Cl. + 17-13 31-56

M.C. 1148. S Aquarii-.
22b. 4Sm. 32-96s. 50'06

19

CL + 17-29 6025

Az. 0-04" E. 
g Aquarii.

22h. 29m. 27'03s. 44-01
•18
•00

Cl. + 17 16 44-19

A. Aquarii.
22k. 46m. 37-07 54-19

19
•00

Cl. + 17-31 54-38

Circle W\ Level 1'42 W. 
fi Pegasi. M.C. 1182.

22h. 58m. 12'80s, 29’92
■05

2997

23h. 10m. 26-47s. 49‘00
1-37

Cl. + 17-41 50-37

M.C. 1182. t Piscium.
23b. 34m. 2-73s. 19-96

-07

20-03
Cl. + 17-44 Az, 3-76 W.

v Pegasi.
23b. 19m. 39-21s. 56-30

06
•22

Cl. + 17-37 56-58

November 3.
■ Circle E. Level 1-52 W,

16 Pegasi. M.C. 1111.
21h. 47m. 50’OOs. 84'28

06

84-34

21b. 52m. 43-73s. 80-12
•51

01. + 34-61 80-63

M.C. 1111. y Aquarii.
22h. 15m. 43-08s. 77-37

017 W. = -01

CL + 34-45 77-38

Az. 4'66" 'W. 
i Aquarii.

22k. 0m. 13-35s. 47-72
017 W. -01

-09

CL + 34-47 47-82

B Aquarii.
22b. 10m. 45'88s. 80'20

' 017 W: -01
12

QL + 34-45 80-33
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59

Circle "W. Level 0'58 AT. M.C. 24. (i Ceti.
r} Aquarii. M.C. 1148. Oh. 37m. 49*53s. 84*51

22h, 29m. 26'92s. 61*58 *04
*03

CL + 34*99
61*61

84'55

Az. 2-37" E.
22li. 34m. 1317b. 48*51 12 Ceti.

*15 Oh. 24m. 10'77s. 45*70
*03

Cl. + 34'75 48*66 — *07
Circle "W.

M.C. 1148. S Aquarii.
Cl. + 34*89 45*66

22li. 48m. 32 85s. 67*51 13 Ceti.
1*75 W. *10 Oh. 29m. 20*308. 55*29

*03
Cl. + 34*79 67*61 — *07

Az. 1*90" W. Cl. + 34*95 55*25
1} Pegasi.

22h. 37m. 37*33b. 71*83 Circle E. Level 1*04 E.
0*58 W. , *02 e Pisciivm. M.C. 83.

*13 Oh. 56m. 59*398. 94*30 
— *05

Cl. + 34*65 71*98 -
94*25X Aquarii. Ih. 6m. 7,59s. 42*38

22h. 46m. 36‘96a. 71*73 — *36
1*75 W. *10

*05 Cl. + 34*83 42*02

Cl. + 34*92 71*88 M.C, 83 and v Piscium.
Ih. 35m.-27*68s. 62*73Circle E. Level 0*49 "W. — 0*5

a Pegasi. M.C. 1182.
22h. 59m. 2 42b. 36*82 Cl. + 34*96 62*68

*02 Az. 0*87" E.
36*84 $ Ceti.

Ih. 18m. 17*26s. 52*22
23h. 10m. 21*68s. 64*52 — 06

*47 — *02

Cl. + 34*66 64*99 Cl. + 34*88 52*14

M.C. 1182. t Piscium. g Piscium.
23b. 34m, 2*G6s. 37-13 Ih. 25m. 20*798. 55*82

*02 — *05
___ — *04

Cl. + 34*68 37*15
Cl. + 34*94 55*73

Az. 5*01" w.
Circle W. Level 0*46 E.v Pegasi. '

23li. 19m. 3912s. 73*60 fi Arietis. M.C. 124.
*02 Ih. 48m. 18*368. 53*42
*29 — *02

Cl. + 34*79 73*91 53*40
k Piscium. Ih. 59m. 29*96s. 66*26

23h. 21m. 2*688. 37*11
— *12

03
*17

a. + 35*18 66*14

M.C. 124. 123 Piazxi.
Cl. + 34*63 37*31 2h. 29m. 47*42e. 82*50

Circle West. Level 0*59 W. — *02
i Ceti. M.C. 24.

Oh. 13m. 34*56s. 69 64
Cl. + 35*16 82*48

*03 Az. 2*64’ W.
— 67 Ceti.

69*67 2h. 11m. 15*70b. 50*86
Oh. 19m. 43*45s. 77*80 — *03

•n *07

Cl. + 35*05 ‘ 77*91 Cl. + 35*20 50*90



62

60

f* Ceti. A Aquarii.
2h. 22m. 3 G8a. 38-76 22h. 46m. 36-95s. 73-02

— -02 — -08
11 -00

Cl. -i- 3517 38'85 Cl. + 36-59 ' 73-54

November Circle "W. Level 2-41 \Y.

Circle "W. Level 0'74 "W. a Pegasi. M.C. 1182.

16 Pegasi. M.C. 1111. 22h. 59m. 2‘41s. 38-98
11

21h. 47m. 49 99s. 8619
-03 3909

23b. 10m. 21-14s. 58-28
86-22 233

21h. 52m. 43'54s. 81-90 Cl. + 36-76 6001, 25

Cl. + 36-48 8215 M.C. 1,182. m Piscium.

23h. 53m. 24-94s. 61-58
■ M.C. 1111. y Aquarii. •12

22h, 15m. 43 06s. 79'48
04

Cl. + 36-82 61-70

Cl. + 36-58 Az. 1-50" W.79'52
v Pegasi.

Az. 4*08* W.
23h. 19m. 3911s. 75-41

•09
i Aquarii. •09

22h. Om. 13 33s. ‘ 49 83 Cl. + 36'48 75-59
■04
•08 t Piscium.

Cl. + 36-62 49-95 23h. 34m. 2-65s. 39-27
•12

■6
6 Aquarii. —

Cl. + 36-80 39-45
22h. 10m. 45'86s. 82-35

■U4
•10 Circle E. Level 0 55 E.

Cl. + 36-63 82-49 . Ceti M.C. 24.
Oh. 13m. 34-568. 71-49 

—. 03
Circle E. Level 1'425 E.

71-46
g Aquarii. M.C. 1148. Oh. 19m. 43'40s. 8035

22h. 29m. 26-90s. 63-51 — -11
— -07 —

63-44
51-03

Cl. + 36-89 80-24

22h. 34ra. 13 04s. M.C. 24. 8 Piscitm.
— 1-50 Oh. 42m. 43-75s. 80-58

Cl. + 3654
— -03

49-53
Cl. + 86-81 80-55

M.C. 1148. S Aquarii. Az. 0-04" E.
22h. 48m. 32-83s. 69-51 

— -09 12 Ceti.
Oh. 24m. 10-76s. 47-58

Cl. -f- 36-59 6942 — 03
■00

Az. 019" E. Cl. + 36-79 . 47-55

ij Pegasi. fi Ceti.
22h. 37m. 37'32s. 73-72 Oh. 37m. 49-52. 86'48

— -05 — -03
— 01 ■00

Cl. + 36-34 73-66 Cl. + 36-93 86-45
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61

Circle "W. Level 0'G2 W. Circle E, Level 0"9l E.
t jPiscium. M.C. 83. fi Arietis. M.C. 124,

Ob. 56m. 59'39s. 96-17 lb. 48m. 18-37s. ' 55-50
•03 — -04

96-20 55'46
ih, Cm. 7 50s. 45-18 lb. 59m. 29-93 68-14

■22 — -24

Cl. + 36-89 4540 Cl. + 37-20 67-90

M.C. 83. v Piscium. M.C. 124. 123 Piazzi.
lb, 35m, 27’G8s. 64-57 2b. 29m. 47-43s. ' 84-52

•03 — -04

Cl. + 36-99 64-60 Cl. + 3714 84-48

Az. 1-80* W. Az. 2-11" W.
6 Ceti. 67 Ceti.

Ih. 18m. l?-2Ga. 54-21 2b. 11m. 15-70 52-83
•04 — -05
■04 •06

Cl. + 37-03 54-29 Cl. + 37-14 52-84

Piscium. Ceti.
lb. 25m. 20-79 57-59 2h. 22m. 3-68s. 40-75

03 — -04
■09 ■09

Cl. + 36-92 57-71 Cl. + 37-12 40-80

"Walgeti—Clock Eriiou a'xd Bate.

Cloclc* M,

October 25th, 1884.
b. m. a.

C.E.
21 26 17-07

39 -10
41 •15

21 35 17107

0-30 E.

21 48
22 0

11

C.W.
17-25

■29
•20

4'56 W.

22 0 17-247

22 16
C.E.

17-13
29 ■16 0 04 E,
46 •31
48 ■29

- n ■ — —-------

22 35 17-222

22 58
C.W.
17-41

23 20 •37 3-76 W.
34 •44-

23 17 17-407

At
21 48 17-177
22 56 17-314

Bate ... 0-121

Cloct. Az.

h. m.

21 48
22 0 

11 
16

22 4

s.
November 3rd. 

C.E. 
34'61 

■47 
•45 
‘45

34-495

4 66 W.

22 29
38
49

C/W.
3475

■65
■79

1-90 W.

22 39 34-730

22 59
C.E.

34 66
23 20 •79 5-01 W.

21 ■63
34 •63 '

23 18 _ 34-690

0 14
C.W.
35-05

24 34-89 2-37 E.
29 3495
38 3499

0 26 34-970



'W’aig-ett—Clock Error aud Bate—continued.

T Clock. Az, T Clock. Az,

iS'oycmbor 3rd. November 4tb. tt
h. m. s. tt h. m. s.

C.E. C.W.
0 57 34-83 22 59 3676 1-56 W.
1 18 •88 0’87 E. 23 34 •80

25 -94 53 ■82
35 -96

23 29 36793
1 19 34-902

C.E.
C.W. 0 14 36-89

1 48 35-18 24 79 0 04 E.
2 11 •20 2 64 W. 38 •93

22 •17 43 •81
30 •16

0 30 36-855
2 13 35178

0 57
1 18

25
35

C.W.
36- 89
37- 03
3692
36-99

1-80 W.
At

22 22
23 52

1 46
0 0

34- 612 
34'830
35- 040 
34-827

Bate ... 0120 1 19 36-958

21 48
22 0

11
.16

November 4th. 
C.W.
36 48 

■62 
-63 
•58

4-08 W.

1 48
2 11

22
30

C.E.
37-20

•14
12
•14

2-n w.

2 13 37-150
22 4 36-578

At
22 23
0 0
1 46
0 3

36-576
36- 824
37- 054 
36-818

22 29
47
49

22 42

C.E.
30"54

■59
■59

019 E.

36-573 Bate .,. 0141

"Walgett—Longitude.

Sydney to Waigett.
■

Walgett to Sydney. Mean DifFcrcnco.

25th October, 1884. h. m. a. h. m. s. m. a.
Svdney ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 22 0 00 23 39 58 60
Walgett ... ... ... ... ... ... — 10 1-56 28 0-00
Sydney clock slow ... ... .. ... 3-37 3-37
"Walgett clock fast ... ... ... ... 17-46 17-38

Differeuce of longitude .. ... ... 12 19-27 12 19-35 12 19-310

Sydney ........................................................... 0 30 0 00 0 25 58-53
Walgett ... . . ... ... ... ... — 18 1-58 14 000
Sydney clock ... . ... ... . . ... 3-37 3-37
Walgett clock .. ... ... . ... ... 17-48 17-47

19-27 19-37 19-320
3rd November.

Sydney ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 0 o-oo 0 4 7-81
Walgett chr., No. 3 ... ... ... ... ... — 23 47 52-32 23 52 0 00
Sydney clock........................................................... 1-47 1-47
Walgett chr., No. 3 .. ... ... ... ... 34-80 34-81

a'To■ X faster than No. 3 ... ... — 24-64 24-64

19-31 1945 19-380
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W ALGEIT—Longitude—con tinned.

Sydney to Walgett. Walgett to Sydney. Moan Difference,

3rd November. h. in. s. h. m. s. m. b,
Sydney ............................................................ 0 8 0-00 0 14 7-80
Walgett chr., No. 3................................................ — 23 55 52-37 2 000
Sydney clock............................................................ 1-47 1-47
Walgett chr,, No. 3................................................ 34-82 34-83

„ No. 1 faster than No. 3 .............. — 24-63 24-63 .
19-39 19-47 12 19-430

Sydney ............................................................ 1 55 000 1 58 7-76
Walgett chr., No. 3 ... ... ' ... ,,, ... — 43 17-12 46 OOO
Sydney clock ... ... ... ... ,,, 1-47 1-47
"Walgett chr., No. 3 ... ... ... ... ... 35-04 35-05

„ No. 1 faster than No. 3 .............. — 24-80

19-39 19-48 19-435

4th November.
Sydney ............................................................ 0 13 000 0 9 41-33
Walgett chr., No. 3................................................ — 0 52-53 23 58 0 00
Sydney clock............................................................ 1-35 1-35
Walgett chr,, No, 3 ... ... .. ... ... 36-81 36-81

„ No. 1 faster than No. 3 .............. — 26'48

19-35 19-49 19-420

Sydney ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 21 0 00 0 17 41-34
Walgett chr., No. 3 ... ... ... ... ... — S 52-32 0 000
Sydney clock... ... ... ... ... ... 1-35 1-35
Walgott chr., No. 3 ... ... ... ... ... 36-83 36-82

„ No. 1 faster than No. 3 ... ... — 26-50

19-36 19-51 19-435

Sydney ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 43 000 1 46 41-16
Walgett chr., No. 3 ... ... ... ... ... — 30 52-32 35 0-00
Sydney clock... ... ... ... ... ... 1-35 1-35
Walgett chr., No. 3 ... ®.. ... ... ... 37-02 37-03

„ No. 1 faster than No. 3 ... ... — 20-64

19-41 19-54 19-475

Mean ..................................... 12 19-40

Longitude, Sydney ..............
„ Walgett, W. of Sydney

h, m. s. 
10 4 50-81 

12 19-40

Longitude, Walgett 9 52 31-41
P.B. + 0-014

Azimuth.
----------------------------------—----- -------------------- -------------------------

1884. Cir. E. - Cir. W.

ii //
25 October ... 0 17 E 4 16 W

3 November .. .. 2 93 W 0 72 W
4•X j j <♦ • - * 0 63 W 2 48 W

Mean ... ... 1 13 W 2 45 W

MM. .. ............ 1" 79 W
.. . .

SCHEDULE A/
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SCHEDULE A.
List of Surveyors employed in charge of Districts in 1884.

Name, Address,
Number

of
District-

Name. Address.
Number

of
District

8fS 7, temply,
15 8,9

19
31, tenrplv. Langtree J. S............. Bourke.............................. 20

2 Cudal .............................. 27, part of
94 Loiton T. H. ......... Listnore .......................... 30, temply.
18 Liddell A. J............... 40

114 Burrowa .......................... 43, 52, part
41,65 of, temply.

■RpM t tt . 57 61,80
Ttiflrinlp'h T Tr 113 Wagga Wagga ............... 74,76

25 Walma, Walgett............. 92
343,144 Tam worth .................. 96
6ft 116 Cudal ............ ................. 135

106 5
42 Hartlev ................. ..... . 24
26 45
5G Martin J. 0................ 81

63, 82 101
Ta's ............... 49j 50 M‘Cord T. C............. Queanbeyan...................... 52, part of

70,77,85 M'Lougall A.............. 67
’ 76 120

>Torth O.' F. N............ 28,29
35,36* ' Nash H. M................. 51a, 128

rinwlpir p Dubbo6.............................. 104, 23, 112
part of O'Connor H. A, D. Dubbo .............................. 136

145 Pftton N.................. Tamworth ................ . 11,12,13
4 Tumberumba ................... 60,132

16 Wagea Wagga ............... 62
'nnflv j c ... 44 1

]05 Bao W. A................... Forbes.............................. 89,108
Ilford”............................. no Ronald R.................... Glen Innes .................... 119

117 127
134, 27, 138

88
TnlViirtl TT ................. 6 Sellsr-i 11, B............... B illtf on .......................... 68

78,79
118 87
64 121

189 Scott W. If................ Euobslong ...................... 126
22, 23t part. 8

14,91
47,48 Torrjr IL A................. Wellington *..................... 21

54 Wall send..................... .. 37, 103,
58 part of

115 Tozer T. F................. CootamuDdra ................ V 46
TTrtW* TT 0 . 93 Wentworth ...................... 84
TTiVVs J TT. (Tpm Raj ) 131 33

53 White H, O’S............ Gresford ................ .......... 32
Irhy P W .. .. 129 34

Walker J. E............... Oiley .............................. 69,99
17 ' Webb C. E................. Coonamble ....................... 141,143

King C. W. B.............. Bourke............................. 102 Woolrjch-(Dis, Sur.) Hill-st., Newton n .......... 39

SCHKDULE E.
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SCHEDULE B.
' *■ ^ '

Betuhn of Jleasui'emenls made by Licensed Surveyors, including those on temporary salary, during the 
years I8S3 ami 1SS4, and the comparative cost of same.

Class of Measurement., Area, 18S3. Area, 1SS4.

a. r, p. a, r* p.

Conditional Purchase ... .. .. ... ... ............... . 1,433,419 3 37 1,031,348 3 12

Measured for auction . . . . ... ... ... ... .. 973,304 2 27 181,189 1 29

Government and public purposes ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 62,110 1 24 67,510 1 21

In right oI improvcmcnls ... ............... ... ... ... ... ... 240,354 1 y 259,517 0 21

Volunteer Land Orders ... ... ,,, ... ............... ... ... 2,987 1 0 2,296 0 0

Linenl measurements reduced to area by allowing 20 acres per mile, 4,980 miles, 
47 uliaius u9 Units for 1833 ; 4,337 miles 33 chains 4S links for 1834 . . 97,929 0 0 96,749 0 0

Special Leases ... ... ... ... ... ...................................... 1,575 2 14 5,323 1 0

2,862,218 0 27 1,613,939 0 3

Total amount of accounts rendered .......................... £139,451 13 8 127,256 10 10

Average cost per acre ... ... .. .. ... 0 0 Ilf 0 16*

3—i
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Uetuhit showing the number and nature of. instructions issued to Surveyors for action or
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Name. Wliorc employed.
Date of 

Appointment 
to present 
portion.

Instructions issued for action, &c., during the year. Iiut ructions.
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SUOfttt03 Fe
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ftS.s&
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m
tt
ttS3mtt

’eSuhi

Distkict Survutohs.

Twyitam E.............. 1 Xn-n 1 009
524Greuves W. A. B... Svdney ............. 25 May, 18(53 66 57 5 39 280

t>
6 39 7 3

■ 9 
22

19
32

51
51 1ood J. IT............... Alhurr ............. 1 Aug., 186G 30 34 1 107 92 17 48 49 23 401 g 23Bewhursl A.............. Tam worth......... 1 .Ian,, 1875 20 32 57 38 6 27 38 5 223 16 64 2Bolton C. F.............. t\ iLgea VYaean . 1 Jnn., 1875 19 50 6 86 54 3 44 303 2 30 15 66 2Dalgleisl) J. C.......... Gmilhurn........... 7 June, 1875 4 i 2 48 1 3 1 60 2Betts A. C............. Cooimt ............ 7 June, 1875 ' 40 55 10 51 241 10 39 25 8 47!) 9. 56 2Donnldsou P. R........ Grafton.............. 1 Jan., 1S7G 32 39 5 •43 25 26 05 22 2 6 262 28 66 2

Woolrjch P. B. W- Sydney ............. 1 Oct, 1877 111 62 4 16 60 2 26 84 13 378 44 1CTmrd J. S................ Annidalc .......... 1 Jan., 1880 33 1C3 4 63 85 12 30 27 i 12 4^0 23 56 2Allworth J. W......... East Maitland .. 7 Oct, 1880 59 113 2 35 97 5 51 13 23 398 30 56 2Finley It. G............. Invercll.............. 1 Mnv, 1882 0 22 3 39 45 10 6 82 3 21C 2 19 1
Crouch II. A............ Orange .............. 1 Jnne>1883 74 101 13 86 118 20 121 118 18 669 23 57 i

55 G 768 108 695 1466 122 546 864 8 173 5306 216 610 10

Fihst-ciass Scrvktoeb,

Deoring J. W........... 1 Ancr 1RRR l 4 9
488Smith T. H ......... llubbo ............. 22 Aug., 1876 30 03 12 69 68 10 38 Ml 7 IS

G
54

16
2Wunsbrough C. IT... South Kingston.,. 1 Oct., 1877 (j

Sheaffe G-. H............. Bowral .............. 21 Mav, 1878 43 d 7 45 124 8 27 14 4 313 24 48 q
M'Donald R............. 1 Jnlv 1ft*7S 19

2Hed^ciund Q-. C...... Boudi .............. 7 Oct, 3880 1
34

g
18 3

Handooclc K............. S Hoo 1RRO
^lrMflstrer C. J......... 1 5 3 1
M'Furlane E............ 1 Inn 1S85( 3 59 504 io

30 3 7 2
Wood W, IT. O’M . (Jncanbeyan .. 1 Jan., 1882 6 i 2 3

713
12

2 93
s (jOrr W....................... Deniliquin.......... 16 April,1882 4 10 I 2 02 6 5 41 1 121 7 30 3Victory E. G........ » (jOulbum......... IMav, 1882 9 2 1 12 12Tritton J. L.............. 1 May

Nash W. II.............. Petersham......... 1 Jan.'1883 i
2
1

15 16 4
Sharp A.................... 1 Tun 1
Walker W. G.......... Hay .................. 1 Jan., 1883 1

2
1

13
3

15 4
JUbsworfh A.............. Begn................. 1 Jan., 1883 1 1 1 1 1 K>
Ebsworth E.............. Pennant Hille ... 1 Jan , 1883 2 1 3
Conolly T. W............ Wentworth ...... 1 Jan., 1883 6 16 4 23 21 4 4 216 3 297 3Laing C. W.............. Moree ............... Uan,, 1883 1 l
Halliday E. J........... Cooma ............ 1 Jnn.r 1SS3 1 3 1 5 14Barlow M................ Wilcannia.......... 1 Jan,, 1883 4 15 2 18 38 1 6 359 8 451 4 12 5

135 180 29 224 372 30 126 1,342 11 38 2.4S7 205 390 84

Second-class Surveyoes.

Metcalfe C. J.......... Young ............ 8 Mar., 1878 2 4 1 3 10 16 ft 1
Uobcroffc E. J. . ... TCnst Maitland ... Uan . 1882 2 1 i 4 7
Thurburn <J.............. Orange............... 1 Jan., 1882 1 1 2 11 18Cliapman A. W...... Glen Tunes ...... Uan., 1882 5 5 17Hicks .T. E.............. Camden Iraven.,. 1 Jan.. 1SS2 4 1 i 35 1 42 9 5 2Ewing T T............. 10 11

9Do^e G-, L,.,............ Keepit, m Somcrton 24 July, 1882 "i Id
12

14 7
Mackenzie R. B...... . Bondi .... Uan , 1833
Kichinond J............. Sydney .............. 1 Jan., 1883 i 1 2 1 h
Riley V. B............... Bowral.............. 1 Jan , 1883 4 3 3 1 H 13 g 2
Mills S................. Burwood ..... 1 tTftn., 1383

5 4 18 1
Pordriau S. E........... Si. Leonards..... Uan., 1883 1 1 2
Maefcay A. E............ Wollomhi ....... 1 Jan., 1883
Burgess J. 0...... ... Grafton............ 1 Jan., 1883 6 9 15 ■6
Anderson J. . ........ Grafton.............. 1 Jan., 1S83 48 2 50 4
Park A. ,T................. St. Leonards__ 1 Jan., 1883 1 a ,j
Smythe P. E............ Arnelifle .......... 1 Jan., 1883
Clmmicr A. E........... Summer Hill ... Uan., 1883 16Kelly I, M................ Singleton .......... 1 Jan, 1883 1 2 1 4 1 isBenueiather G-......... Cooimi ............. INov., 1883 9 9
Bray A. H.............. Wagga Wagga .. 1 Apr., 1884 1
Broughton J ......... Koioomba...........
Thompson W, M. ... Svdney ............. 1 Apr., 1884

5 8 3
Chesterman A. H. Kogarah ........... 1 Apr., 18S4 2

37 14 3 2 113 5 4 2 3 183 138 151 104
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distribution, and those dealt with by them ; also the cost of their services for the Year 1SS4.

uanriuii out personally. Cost of Service.

Salary.

£ 8. d.

Equipment, 
Wagcs^ &c.

£ b. d.

Total.

£ s, d*

Ijifltnietions on li&nd 
1st January, 1884.

Tnstmctiong on hand 
31st Decemljor, 1SS4.

44 13 3 7 3 5 1 2 117 525 0 0 312 10 0 837 10 0 ...

11 4 10 2 3 ' 10 150 525 0 0 518 9 6 1043 9 6 62 is 10 90 55 6 1 02
52 8 7 7 12 ... I 17 j 135 525 0 0 507 2 6 1032 2 6 2o 7 5 37 30 4 9 43
64 4 7 H 4 . . 4 1 179 525 0 0 541 3 0 1006 3 0 ... 3 2 0 5
77 8 6 13 9 ... 22 ] 218- 525 0 0 477 1 0 1002 1 0 80 IS ii 117 41 ii tin

2 525 0 0 549 12 4 1074 12 4 47 7 13 07 70 12 7 95
26 0 4 ... i i 111 525 0 0 197 9 3 9022 9 3 19 10 4 33 50 6 9 65
G8 10 13 13 2 ... 1 9 21] 525 0 0 511 4 0 1030 4 0 22 2 1 25 10 16

3 1 4 1 ... 1 2 ! 03 525 0 0 804 2 4. 1389 2 4 4 ... j 1 5 1 2 3
57 8 8 5 5 ! 13 i 177 525 0 0 487 14 0 1012 14 0 24, 3 2 29 05 5 2 72
33 5 2 7 2 ... | 43 179 525 0 0 4 85 0 6 1010 0 6 50 5 2 57 70 31 4 105

4 2 .. 1 5 Si 525 0 0 561 12 0 1080 12 0 29 6 ys 31 3 ... 34
36 0 4| 11 9 .. j 15 161 525 0 0 590 17 10 1115 17 10 30 3 6 39 14 1 2 17

546 78 «

11 S1

51 8 143 1820 13,728 IS 3 393 80 62 534 452 81 49 582

1 7 1 31 425 0 0 541 12 0 960 1 2 0 2 4 6

'

32 ... 0 7 120 425 0 0 634 8 4 1059 8 4 33 1 1 25 IS 2 20
10 1 23 425 0 0 437 13 3 H62 13 3 12 17 29 0 ‘0 1 12
13 5 11 5 19 189 425 0 0 600 2 6 1031 2 G 33 3 7 42 6S 9 79

9 12 2 9 2 93 425 0 0 577 15 0 1002 15 0 10 IS 3 4 7
2 8 425 0 0 479 10 0 904 10 0 ... 1 5 0 1 4 5
2 5 16 425 0 0 46S 17 IL 893 17 11 4 5 3 12 2 2 4

22 6 5 45 425 0 0 426 9 6 851 9 6 30 9 1 49 2 2 4
62 O1 4 13 11 3 G 189 425 0 0 583 6 0 1008 G 0 13 5 2 20 18 iy

5 9 2 ] 4 60 425 0 0 745 15 0 1170 15 0 7 1 o 13 2 2 4 8
34 5 5 6 100 425 0 0 394 3 4 819 3 4 25 4 3 32 52 i 2 55
13 o 2 6 2 ... 1 65 425 0 0 594 11 8 1,019 11 8 17 i 2 20 10 10 1 21
■10 6 8 2 6 102 425 0 0 485 4 6 910 4 6 14 7 fi 27 3 1 4

3 425 0 0 428 16 0 853 16 0 1 4 5 2 2
25 6 1 5 25 3 97 375 0 0 032 13 6 1,007 1 3 6 27 1 2$ ii 2 1 9
22 2 2 4. 5 43 375 0 0 593 1 0 908 I 0 12 9 6 27 2 2 4 8
27 5 3 10 1 6 73 375 0 0 585 0 0 900 O 0 12 9 fi 27 15 3 2 20

4 15 2 3 34 375 0 0 634 9 0 909 9 0 2 0 2 10 10 1 14
16 4 1 7 3 57 375 0 0 525 8 10 900 8 10 1 1 2 3 5
22 2 1 31 375 0 0 652 19 0 927 19 6 3 1 3 i 1

5 13 1 2 02 375 0 0 526 10 6 901 10 6 10 G 2 18 9 2 13
26 13 3 4 7 4 78 375 0 0 704 0 1 1,079 0 1 28 19 12 59 44 2 10 50

414 136 35 87 91 8 09 1:519 21,008 13 5 300 107 71 CO 271 54 40 365

21 10 2 10 22 5 98 325 0 0 634 18 8 959 IS 8 28 26 2 56
1 1 6 25 325 0 0 569 17 0 894. 17 0 2 3 5 8 13
5 3 4 5 i 1 59 325 0 0 033 14 4 1 958 14 4. 17 4 4 25 n 1 12

33 3 3 4 22 100 325 0 0 498 10 0 823 10 0 7 2 9 13 3
2 11 5 3 1 1 36 3^5 0 0 514 11 0 839 11 0 19 9 21 49 9 7 13 39
C 30 3 2 1 78 325 0 0 713 5 0 1.038 5 0 13 2 4 19 6 3 3 12
2 7 4 32 325 0 0 514 15 0 839 15 0 2 i 3 0 1 7

1 8 325 0 0 518 1 0 8441 1 0 1 1 2 2
1 2 4 IB 325 0 0 703 16 G 1,023 16 6 1 i 2 1 1

i 8 1 8 41 325 0 0 014 10 0 939 10 0 11 2 13 17 2 i 20
29 20 1 1 4 84 325 0 0 665 13 0 890 13 0 6 6 17 17

1 1 3 325 0 0 427 10 7 752 10 7 iic tail
3 1 17 31 325 0 0 522 16 5 847 16 5 8 8 2 18 5 2 1 8

30 325 0 0 5‘42 17 3 867 17 3 ...

3 41 2 5 15 1 81 325 0 0 587 10 0 012 10 0 25 9 4 38 12 1 1 14
1 40 1 1 47 325 0 0 673 1 0 998 I 0 29 25 34 8S 10 10 5 25

14 3 2 2 1 13 38 325 0 0 483 10 5 803 10 0 3 2 5 2 1 4 7
3 2 1 22 325 0 0 675 6 0 1,000 6 0 2 4 6 7 7 i ]5

3 23 325 0 0 604 10 0 929 10 0 3 3 6 i 7
7 13 3 1 1 45 300 0 0 540 10 0 846 10 0 6 4, 7 17 9 9 18
3 34 1 3 44 300 0 0 526 7 0 820 7 0 9 6 15

18 1 1 2 31 300 0 0 458 11 0 758 11 fi 1 1 2
3 4 1 1 15 300 0 0 581 15 0 881 15 0 • • 19 0 4 29

1 2 300 0 0 281 16 6 581 16 6 ... n tail
1 i 1 5 300 0 0 345 4 7 645 4 7 ... 1 1

142 255 31 43 78 1 55 1,000 21,713 17 9 152 70 85 307 196 90 37 323
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EElUaS of Licc!lsei SOT'-ey°r« employed, giving Ac Locality of their employment, date of Appointment, number of 
__________________ dam]ary and 31sfc Jdeeember, lfclS-1, and tho

Kamc.
No.

Wlierc employ cd. aptwi fitment as 
Licenced Surveyor,

of District, 
if in 

chaise.

Instriiotioiis on ham! 
list Jiimuiy, 1884,

Anderson W.........
.Arthur Gr. t 
AlipoH SI. t\ .. 
AUworth E. E. .
Andrews J............
iBarrinfrton. If. L,
Earliug 4..............
Barling K. ,, ,
Bari on K. IT........
Bftvlis J. J...........
Bell T. H..............
Berthon W...........

Fillip ..........................
AtiholtoUj noiir Tum’ell
►Sydney..........................
Br.iidwoocl ..................
AVingham .....................
Cooma ..........................
Otis in o ..........................
Casino ..........................
Dubbo ...........................
ifurnindera- .....................
Wilranma......................
Balrnnald

JSkeket J. R............ j AlitehelTs Creek, Jiydal
Brewarriiia
CumtviL ...............................
Wheulbah via B ay.............
AA'tleamna ........................
Sydney ....................................
Cjircoar ...................... .
Wrong Creek, via G-'jsford 
Ivunlioe, via ijooligal.........

33ossley T,
J3ray A. K...........
Burgess E. J. ...
Burgess A. P, ..
Bullork C. C..
Biddulpl! T. L. .
Culljiglmu M. J.,.
Carter G-. B. ...
Christie W, ]T......... Gouloum
Cliristie W. U........... P. O , ]jay ..............
Chaune^C. S............. Bourke ..."....................
Chambers P...............I Wellington ................
Commios G-. W. ...j Wagga Wagga...........
Combes ,T. B. ... .__| Cnrcoar. . .
Commins E. J...........i Cooma .........................
Cowley W.............. ,...[ .'\1bury........ ...............
Conroy J. M............  , Yass .............................
Conley P. .... .... Dnbbo ....................... .
Cowper II. P............. Mmce ........................
Canning A. W.......... Bogo ...........  ..............
Creed W.....................i WerinatUi rm Corown
Clarke F...................... ' Pniithtown, Kempscy
Campbell J. A. B. ... Cconamble .... .........
Davis H. M............... 1 Marengo .....................
Davidson W. B........ [ Coonabarrabran . ...
Dawson F. II............ Balranald ...................
Dawson J................... | Ilford .........................
Dawson S. IT............ | Monteliores ................
Dewdney G. W...
Donaldson G. G..
Drmnmond W. ..
Drinan T. J.........
Duffy J. C............
Erans J..............
Fnrrer W. J........
Fisher B...............
Fisher B.
Folkard II................ ] Invcrell.
Finn J, F................
Garland B. C.........
Garvan C. F...........
Grantor J................
Haynes H. V..........
Harper C. A............
Hall ,T......................
H nrper W. A..........
Harris F. A.............
Harnett W. E.........
Hayloek C...............
Herborn 0. A.........
Holmes H. C...........
Hosie H ................
Horneman C. W.
Hnngerford H. 0. ..
Hunter F, Y...........
Irby F. W...............
Isaac F.....................
Jamieson W.............
Jones W...................
Keelc E. J................
Bing C. W...............
Kirkwood J. D.........
laugtreo J. S............

Ballma ....................
Goulburn .........
Tenterfield ............
Wingen....................
Grenfell .................
Anglodool, VVulgetl..
Kyngan.....................
Coonamble ..............
Graflon ...................

Muselebrook........
Wugga Wagga ...
Lismore................
Bourke ................
Grafton ............
Morava...............
Wing ham...........
Sydney ................
Bourke ............
Silverton .............
Coomo ...............
Mudgee.................
Glen Junes .........
Young .................
Lismore.................
Bombala .............
Wardell................
Armidnio .............
Goulburn.............
Wilcannia.............
Dubbo .................
Sydney .................
Boiirlio ............
Goodooga ............
Bourke .................

I 13 Sept., 1SG4.
(i Feb., ISTo 
3 Feb.. 1871 . 
'Z July, 1880. 

23 lime, 1881. 
Z(i Junej 1HS4 . 
1-1 .lime, ISfG.. 

I IG April, IbG!) .
12 duly, 1S72,. 

| 2J dan , 1878 .
I 15 Feb,
| 23 July,
I 2 July,

3 Bov ,
I 22 Jan.,
I 2o July, 1873 .
| 3 duly, 1878.. 

23 J ii rio, 1877. 
27 dune, 1S7G , 
15 Feb., 1876 
15 Feb., ISTfi . 
9 Bov., 1SG3... 

14. July, 1S71 , 
27 Juuu, 1879 . 

2 Jim , 1880
21 May., 1SG2.. 
31 Dec., 1863.

2 Jan., 18S0,.
20 Jun., 1873.. 

G Fob., 1875..
10 Feb.,
7 July,

23 dun ,
15 Oct.,
19 Feb.,

6 Feb ,
14 April, 1S62 
IG April,
12 Jan , 1377.. 
27 .June, 187G..

2 Jan.,
19 Feb.,
22 Jan.,
II Feb.,

2 July,
29 Jan.,
15 Jan.,
3 Aug,

12 Jau ,
29 Jan.,

2 Jan.,
6 Jnlv,
3 Feb.,

27 June,
15 Feb.,
26 Juno,
19 Nov, 18G2..
9 Jan., 1854.. 
fi J uly, 18S3 .

14 July, 1871...
28 Jan , 1832...
15 Jan , 1367... 
10 Jan., 1881,.
27 June, IS79
21 Sept, 1859, 
10 Jan., 1881...
22 Jan., 1878 ..
23 Dec., 1875...

2 Jnlv, 1880... 
22 Jan., 1878.. 
10 Jan., 1881... 
27 June, 1881 ..
27 June, 1876...
3 Feb., 1874
6 July, 1883...

28 Jan., 1882...
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])ish'icL (if rmv), numlicr and mfirre of In^.ructioiis isBUcd to and dealt-with by them, 1,lie mimbcr on hand on 1 lie 
nmount ot Accounls rendered for Jecs during the year.

Instructions issueil during the year. Iteplica to instructions during the year.

n CJ

1

* Z>
c g

£ = 
s*

l £

' yd

is-1 y
'I'll

L,
f 15 £
‘ £f 
a A

a :yFh-3
£ _ 

c 1
1

6
%y
•doy

V)
i
E-

"J 1
s ie$ 1i

1
V£h

i!
ei £

P
So

ij
^ o £

O
y

^.9 .
®

E S'Ey ^

.‘"Zy i

g-3

<£
U TZU t.

yz

$
rfyJ
yyPhw

.
3oE-

Amount of 
accounts remiured 

iol ret,"s

j
'

•
£ *. (1.

... 22 ... 1 i 25 o 4 i 4 22 2 0 ii 51 507 17 6

. 1 7o .. | 2 z So 5 l 3 36 8 1 ............. 56 530 0 8
l .. I i 1 3
l . 1 tH 5 1 101 1 3 S3 2 1 i 90 702 0 I.

53 6 1 5 1 3 15 1 1 29 255 2 G
1 3 3 14 i 21 141 5 10

:i!i ' l 1 i 8 5) 6 1 2 i 40 6 3 5 2 GO 651 15 3
. 3! ... ... 5 1 39 3 1 1 33 7 3 2 50 G61 3 2

... 20 . . 1 2H 1 4 8 4 45 3 2 7 4 73 928 5 fi

. . 5 l' 1 i 11 69 1 3 2 1 57 3 0 00 1 133 ■no 0 9
23 1 25 5 1 2 51 r> 1 5 70 ■193 13 9

, , 1 f> 2 10 2 3 7 33 372 10 11
40 5 51 5 4 (> 43 s 7 7 1 8i 350 1 O

1 1 1 2 5 9 221 2 6
7 1 s 1 1 4 ___ _ 1 1 11 49 10 7

35 G n 2 1 4 29 1 1 45 3 .36 61G G 7
8 21 33 1 3 2 2 20 3 . i 2 110 1,891 10 0

1 1 2 183 13 10
fid 1 Gt 3 3 2 71 r. 2 3 1 ... 90 0j5 12 4
13 1 15 1 1 7 22 4 1L ■ ■1G in 14 8

4 1 G 1 2 2 4 2 i 10 1 ... i 23 coo 0 7
82 i S5 1 <1 1 103 ii G 1 124 763 1 1

_ • . ! ... 1 13 1 .. 14 134 5 11
1 i 4 20 24 130 7 11

1 1 G 11 10
80 18 103 1 3 76 16 8 o; ... 113 820 10 11
31 4 37 2 17 1 2 5 ! . 27 178 0 O

... * 78 i 1 82 1 7 1 2 113 S i o I 135 066 8 7
50 ■ ... 8 2 i G-l. 2 3 6 53 11 5 18 1 ... 6 104 912 0 6
Gli 74 3 1 3 2 140 12 /[ 174 1,263 18 2

f> 1 5 i 1 67 1 3 6 ' ... 2 87 423 15 3
i 1 54. 9 <> i 07 26.8 13 10

58 .. 1 ... 59 68 i i GO f>75 12 3
30 G 37 4. 40 2 26 ... 72 502 7 7
3 3 2 80 82 0)8 16 0

i • t. . 2 2 0
0 G 3 1 3 10 4 3 33 253 4 1

... i 40 2 47 5 3 3 2 57 4 7 3 i 2 87 560 13 0

... 1 2 1 5 i 1 2 G 11 0
34 37 9 2 2 r> 19 3 2 3 .. 2 40 711 10 4
28 20 4 5 6 41 2 3 5 G6 795 3 '1

27 27 177 G Ii
1 1

05 67 2 3 3 41 2 2 6 60 GU8 11 1
... 1 2 ... 1 2 5 219 13 4
... 0 i i 8 ... io 1 2 103 3 2 12 133 895 3 1

1 ... 1 ... O 1 1 66 10 O
1 ... : u 2 15 1 2 4 30 1 2 24 64 507 15 0

... | 101 4 111 6 ... 4 107 G 51 1 2 177 t 1,227 1 1

... ! . 1 2 1 G 2 2 13 734. 0 10
63 64 5 11 3 G 40 2 4 ... 1 3 74- 649 9 fi

7 5 12 171 2 8
183 i 33 219 7 5 1 151 13 35 212 1,560 10 0

... | 2 2 9 8 7
22 3 26 2 1 11 10 27 1 1 29 82 1,243 4 4

2G 3 29 267 17 10
!)3 93 2 3 l 73 1 80 541 14 1)
05 3 i 71 7 1 7 55 4 G 1 2 S3 407 0 7

2 2 1 1 G 661 1 G
i 1 1 6 2 3 2 2 3 10 3 32 602 18 2

41 1 42 5 2 2 73 27 1 2 7 110 758 10 S
3 2 1 IS 24 67 8 1

!>7 5 ios 3 3 39 4 3 26 1 ... 78 GOG 3 8
(>6 67 7 3 92 5 3 i 111 958 9 7

... | 7 4 11 2 1 4 12 2 5 13 i 40 811 13 7
| .. 7 2 9 33 16 G

... 14G 1 148 2 1 4 142 2 2 4. 157 990 7 3
.. 1 02 1 98 3 2 69 5 3 1 2 S5 997 17 7

86 1 88 1 2 2 74 1 1 2 83 588 17 2
145 119 3 5 1 117 12G 1,044 IS 6

a 4 l 8 3G 2 5
12 1 17 10 5 2 20 2 2 9 60 620 1 3
33 12 46

1 5 4 i 15 1 12 1 2 32 4 4 14 . i 71 nil 12 8
1 1 2 3 3 2 18 2 3 31 7 i 70 744 13 4

6 10 IT1 S 1 3 18 6 1 43 3 78 1,469 6 3
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Roms of Liccnsel

Same,

Instructions on hand 
January, 3334.

Instruction'' on hand 
31st December, 3S34.

Lnngstaff E,. YV. ...
Landon A...............
Lardner F. T........
Lisle A...................
Liddell A. J..........
Lipscomb \\r. A.
Lester .1. E .......
Lodcr G..........
Lore A. W ........
Loxton C. 0...........
Loston J. F .........
Lupton J. H........
Manning E. K. ...
Martyn J. G...........
Marlin J C............
Mann H. F. E.......
Maitland A.........
Mayson A. T........
Mcldrnm R. W......
Mocatla G. V........
Myiccharane VT, .
ll'Carthy A...........
11‘Cord T. 0..........
M'Oullocli J...........
M'Bougail S. A.....
MeKwen J. H. ...
MacCabe H. 0......
Macdonald J. M. .
Martin C. A..........
Maul’hersou A. . .
LTash H. JI.............
Kicbolson S...........
North C. F. N.......
O’Connor H, A. L.
Patou N................
Peppercorn J. S ..
Pitt G-. M...............
Pottor C. W..........
Pratt E. G........
Boo W. A...............
Rigaut P................
Ronald R................
Robberda J. i£........
Russell F................
Ryan .T....................
Scan n ell W............
Sanderson E...........
Scott W N.............
Schleicher A...........
Sellars 1), B............
Sewell E. Q-...........
Shoobert W. A.*.,.,
Small A. N.............
Smith ,T...................
Soiling F. P. .........
Stinson A. L.......... .
Senior A. A. W...
Tarrant J..................
Tozer V. F.............
Tony H. A.............
Triokelt O...............
Tucker J. J..............
Turner E. YV..........
Vernon J................
Walker ,T. E. .. 
Waltham J. E. . . 
Warner W. B. H. .,
AVebb C. E.............
White H. O'S........
Williams V.............
Wilkinson L. A.....
Worth C.................

Where emjiioyed.
Date of

appointment a& 
Licensed Sxirre>oi'.

No,
, of District
. if in
| charge.

1

1
c? 2k< £. O' 5

B § 
*2 S

Vj

b E O "
3
S

c’c rs a
&=

sia +**: s -* o
V s g! 3Otm

tri-a
%ss Re

po
rts

,

Sidney ..................................... 2fl ,Tan., 187} , J ....... 20 20 3 1
’W'ulpctt .............. .... 15 Frh 18?f; 1 93 14 3 2
Tamworth................................ 15 Eeb.* 1976. 15 18 2 35 2t 22

1
1Car^ro ........................ 12 Julr, 1S7G., 16 1 37 20 3 1 99 1

Picton ................................ 12 July. 1872... 14 8 23 45 18 3 4 2^ 3
WngnnWagga ......................... 1'iOrt., 1872,. 36 36 43 1 44 2 2Purrowa ................................. 28 .Tun,, 1882 . 18 1 19 34 ... M
Tamworth .......................... 12 July, 1872 . <.> 2 8 1 8

.
1

Tarenlta .......................... 12 Tan., 1S77 . 22 9 31 20 1 21 6
Invertill.................................... 15 Fob, 3876 . 10 3 13 4 2
Sf. LcoTiard^............................. 12 JiL]vf 1872,,, 9 3
Cudol .................................... 7 duly, 1SS2 . 27 2 29 52 1 53 "2 i
Brewariina. ............................ 29 June, 1877 , . '34 27 4 55 IS 3 1 23 4Armiflale .................................. 12 Jan, 1S77..J . 6 33 IS 39 4 43
Coomsi .............................. 27 June, 1879 . 35 10 5 50 35 15 3 63 1 1
Dural......................................... 22 Jan., 1S7S . 16 2 1 19
Forbes .................................... 6 Feb., 1873 . i.3 i 34 16 6 7 29 2
Rrewamna ..... ..... 28 Tune, 18S0... 18 4 i 23
Grenfell .............................. 3 Fob., 1874 23 9 32 10 1 11 3
Delegate .................................. 1!) Feb., 1883... 4, 2 9 15 1
Hartley...................................... 25 Oct., 3867... 33 10 15 58 56 8 20 S3' 1 1
Cooke ..................................... 2!) Jan., 1873... 33 3 2 18 13 5 18
QuCiJiibeyan.................. *...... 3 Feb., 1874. . 26 19 18 63 26 15 1 42 1 1
])criilic[iiin............................... 16 June, 1857... 11 11 25 4 29
ILit ........................................ 6 Feb., 1875 . ....... 8 i i 10 11 3 12 1 2
Siupicton ............................. 1880... 20 3 23 1
Wollongong ............................ 29 June, 1877 .
Fort Macquarie ................... 12 July, 1872... 39 18 20 57
Tnnmt .................................. 26 June, 1884 . 50 36 8 94
Sydney .................................... 25 Jsov.t 1865 .
Tass ......................................... 12 Jan , 1877 .............. 43 20 1 64 70 70 2Milton ................................. 10 Jan.. 1881 . ' ....... 32 31 5 68 21 34 32 47 1 3
GruELou..................................... 27 J mic, 1379 86 33 19 140 30 4 1 15 1
Dubbo ..................................... 3 Feb, 1871' . 12 1 1 14 10 1 31
Tamworth ........................... 29 June, 1879. . 15 7 8 30 48 29 77 2 3
Tuinberumbft ................. .. . 27 Juno, 1871 27 21 3 51 22 10 2 34 1
JN’Ortti KichmoTKl..................... 1 Feb., 1859 ,. 1
Corunna near Wagonga........ 6 Fid).) 1875 22 9 4 35 5 21 16 42
Wagga Wagga...................... 30 Juno, 1882 . 4-9 37 36 122 43 30 5 78 i 4
Forbes ...................................... 23 Oct., 1873 . 34 1 33 9 2 11 3Nnrrabri ................................ 7 Aug., 1874 . 7 6 5 IS 4 1 5 2
Glen limes ............................ 3 Not., 1874 .. 14 14 15 1 16
Cobnr ...................................... 28 Jim., 1882.. 17 1 2 20 26 1 **7 1
Wariftlda ................................. 12 July, 1872 . .. 32 S 2 42 15 3 1 18 1
Trunkey .............................. 2 July, 1878 ' . 12 13 15 5 20 4 1
SilTorton .............................. 3 Nor., 1874 1
South Gundagai .......... ... 24 Nov., 3855 .. ...... , 3 2 1 1

...

Euukdong .............................. 3 Aug., 1875 . ! 31 3 1 15 37 9 3 49
Svdney.......................... 29 Jan., 1873... 4 2 16 22
Hillston .................................. 12 Jan,, 1877 42 29 71 23 21 2
Alburv ...................................... IK 9 14 41
Vale of Clwydd ...................... 22 July-, 1870. . . ii i 7 19 Q 3 '~~6 11
YVyudlLutn.................................. 2 July, 1880. ...... 19 16 5 40 37 8 3 48 1
Albury ...................................... 5 July, 1881.,,| .. .. 34 19 9 62 38 2 40 1 1
Morou .................................. 25 2J5 g
Narrandcra .............................. 2 July, 1878 . . 15 16 ~7 3S ii 7 2 20
Graft on...................................... 26 June, 1884 .. .. 7 3 4 12
Wentworth .............................. 27 June, 3879... . 13 7 20 28 7 1 3C 4
CooUimundra .......................... 16 April, 1869... 39 16 5 60 29 30 2 61 14
VV elJington ............................. 27 June, 3879 .. 35 D 3 43 33 1 34 7 2
Moroo ..................................... 27 Jupe, 1876 .. 8 1 9 37 1 1 30 1
Wallsend......................... 22 Jan., 3878.. 32 3 1 36 7 1 1 9 9
Grunnodali,............................... 13 Feb., 1976 n 4 1 16 6 l r* 2
Scono ......................................... 14 .Inn.. ISfil l 26 l 3 3J ai 18
Oxley.......................................... 2 July, 3S30 .. 35 51 42 328 12 12 1
Coonm ...................................... 7 July, 13S11 15 11 33 59
Arnudalo................................. 6 July, 18S3... 9 7 8 24 2S 17 ”45 1
Coonjimbie .............................. 2 July, 1S78... 9 9 32 1 33 2
Grcsford .................................. 16 4 2 22 11 2 ]_ 14
Blayney,,.................................... 25 A1n.v' ISflfi
Si. Mary's........................... .. 27 June, 1879 67 23 90

‘

Herriwa .................................. 29 Jan., 1873.. 10 10 1 1

1

2,670 jl,067 615 4.352 2,869 637 261 3,767 102 158
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Surveyors, &c.—continued.

Instructions issued during the year. Replies to instructions during the year.

Amount o 
accounts rendered 

for fees.
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i 26 3 34
i 4 6 1 5 2 4 37 7 2 15 3 76 943 3 10

SB 84 1 3 2 67 2 1 1 77 818 6 9

15 , 1 17 1 2 3 1 12 4 3 26 516 12 3
64 ... ... 67 4 8 89 2 103 1,021 6 5

1S7 5 9 205 2 ] 2 2 1 160 44 3 13 i 2 240 1,830 13 11

S3 83 2 99 8 1 1 113 863 8 0
25 i i 28 2 12 2 28 6 1 16 2 69 424 0 7

60 i 2 4 73 15 5 114 13 3 7 1 108 1,046 4 11

40 40 2 1 3 37 2 . 4 i 50 282 5 7

1 2 ..» 3 109 19 9

... 101 1 105 3 8 3 114 5 2 ... 1 130 1,153 9 8

2 ... 1 7 7 5 7 2 2 37 ... r 60 668 17 8
25 ... 25 2 2 5 25 1 35 399 0 1

GO . ... 2 64 8 1 2 120 1!) 3 4. ... 157 1,183 11 4

3 . ... 1 4 1 48 2 1 62 445 11 9

14 j . 3 19 2 2 8 30 3 13 1 59 697 0 1
1 1 2 3 14 5 7 26 57 642 35 9

59 i 2 10 70 1 2 122 13 i 20 159 1,217 6 6

43 ... 44. 1 1 42 1 40 444 1 10

i 79 ... 1 83 3 1 34 1 1 40 310 6 1

16 . ... 1 1 18 13 3 19 1 2 37 289 17 9

75 ... 2 ... 79 84 i 85 042 16 10

2 ... 3 5 1 4 2 18 1 21 47 373 9 0

i 18 ... i S 31 15 18 3 3 25 1 65 644 5 11
16 j ...

17 1 3 36 1 41 321 17 0
1 1 2 12 14 1

1 ... 1 3 i 1 6 45 2 1 59 412 19 5
i 3 4i

... 2 i 4 i 6 24 5 5

103 i 111 16 4 3 3 199 io i 3 239 1,757 10 0

.. 37 4 46 4 1 99 5 3 4 116 922 5 1

... 1 !21 122 1 4 2 124 1 1 i 134 992 10 0
3 1 5 14 8 31 292 9 11

.. 100 1 .. ios 2 3 4. 89 11 3 5 i 118 1,138 10 3
62 1 ... 3 66 4 4 1 2 61 2 3 i 78 497 10 9

1 2 2 1 2 "* 5 56 6 6
i ] 1 i 4,1 5 2 50 443 15 2

168 163 1 5 2 4, 190 6 2 i 211 1,167 15 6

i 28 i x 14 48 3 2 4.1 9 70 i 126 513 0 1

5 2 ... 9 3 11 1 4 25 4 6 4 i 59 816 1 8
92 3 95 .. 4 1 73 3 2 1 3 87 676 16 2

1 2 2 1 12 7 1 12 1 i 37 618 15 9

... 99 i 101 2 1 4 119 4 10 140 844. 16 10

... I 76 81 12 3 6 35 6 7 4 ... 73 3,099 11 7

.. 1 I
2 3 1 10 2 16 77 1 8

1 1 i 3 2 **- 6 43 11 6

2 1 15 14 32 6 3 13 2 5 10 3 42 906 15 2
23 23 217 11 4

10 2 3 17 1 3 1 19 1 79 6 i 111 1,077 10 2

2 2 8 2 — 53 1 3 4 63 599 15 '9

1 1 2 25 4 1 2 34 301 14 6

1 92 94 1 4 1 114 1 3 124 1,028 1 5

129 6 137 2 64 3 4 4 i 78 1.038 19 11

66 i 67 1 77 2 9 1 90 658 16 8

... t 11 i 19 31 7 1 29 7 2 25 2 2 75 727 9 3
- 8 8 393 4 7

... 1 5 1 10 7 2 2 11 4 26 650 18 3

.. 157 2 8 161 2 7 6 104 3 i 21 144 1,395 17 6

126 135 9 8 3 4 141 7 2 3 1 178 1,018 17 3

43 2 46 1 2 3 31 2 6 45 68 L 13 1
93 95 4 8 2 109 2 3 2 2 132 1,078 12 8

59 i 1 63 1 7 1 2 58 7 2 2 80 1/175 5 7

164 164 3 39 2 1 2 3 50 312 0 10

1 SI i 1 86 5 71 4 4 S4 584 0 2
19 19 1 1 46 4 52 171 11 7

149 150 4 4 71 4 83 576 7 7

10 3 15 i 5 2 3 7 »«' 18 230 2 3

43 6 54 i i 40 1 8 51 532 11 0
i i 0 18 9

r 1 6 9 1 22 39 378 16 11
98 4 104. i 2 l 3 82 2 1 2 94 ; 936 6 1

20 1 5,87S 14 27 321 2-1 3 6,545 200 j 43-4
139 311 6,772 012 205 1,252 43 85 9,953

| 88,356 G

l
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Extuh!,- showing the number and nature of Instructions issued to Temporary Salaried Surveyors, the number acted on

Date of
appointment as 

Licensed burreyor.

Instructions on band
1st January, ldS4.

Instructions on hand
Jlst December, ]^S4.

2sTamc Add rcss.
w J5

"Hrj ©
•5 5

ft* •o 22
21 To
- 5
§£i

t>i s
ii
o ~

-4^O
u'S0 a'S 0

H -c* 3
- O g

CD 5 a
30

tn■OrtOci

a
faOn.-p

Burdett F. L..................... Manlv ................. 3 Fob, 1874.
7 Jan., 1870.. 
7 Jan., 1879.. 

27 June, 1879... 
27 June, 1879.. 
27 June, 1881...
27 June 18S1 .
28 Jan.,' 1882...
28 Jan., 1882. 
10 Jan., 1881...
29 June, 1877.. 
10 Jan., 1S81, 
10 Jam, 1881... 
28 Jan., 1882.,, 
27 June, 1879...
27 June, 1879...
28 Jan., 1882.. 
19 Feb., 1883... 
19 Feb., 1883.. 
19 Feb., 1883.. 
19 Feb., 1883... 
10 Jan., 1881...
2 July, 1880.. 

22 July, 1870... 
28 Jan., 1882. .
30 June, 1882...
27 June, 1881...
21 Juno, 1883... 

0 July, 1883... 
fi July, 1883... 
2 Jam, 1880... 
fi July, 1883...

28 Jan., 1882... 
27 June, 1881...
22 Jam, 1878... 
19 Feb, 1883... 
30 June, 1882...
27 June, 1879...
28 Jan., 1883.. 
30 June, 1882... 
10 Jam, 1884... 
27 June, 1879... 
10 Jam 1881... 
19 Feb., 1888...
2 July, 1880... 

10 Jan., 1884..
3 Feb., 1874... 

10 Jam, 1881... 
12 Feb., 1884... 
19 Feb., 1883... 
22 Jam, 1884... 
25 Jan., 1879...
6 July, 1883...

37 38Kelly J, B................. 12
12

1 3 4
Parsons G-.......................... Fernmount ..... ... 2.1

4

06

30
1

13
3

3 25 20 1
Abcrnpthv W............ Mudgee .............. . 7 4 24 4 3
MncCaliuin G Conmn ................ ■ 5 2 4 <1 1
Pimiington S. J........ Gundaffti..............  . 1G 3

19

2
31

2
4

2 2 1
Johnson K. II.................. Munvillunibah, via Brisbane................... 25

4 6 1 I- 3
Sim W...........................................

2 4G 1 8 9 1
Bushy W. F. .. Molonu.................................................. 18 3 19i3roufhf-on iL 8

10 
14

15 1 9 1
Pving T..........................................

4 1
Thomas ~W. M. Svducv ........... . 3

4

.............. 1
Pool J....................................... Bruti^wwk.................... "4 "2 "”8Bobb A...................... North Shove........................... ...

6
Gurvnn C, F. . Listnorc.................. ... . 45

33
53
25

1
118
ill

**;
Balder W. H..............
Stafford G. M....

Kempsev ..............
Double Bay.................. 48

1
7

1
2

5
1]

7
20 7

2
1

Lewis W. A. Lismore.................. 38Marminir H. C. . Kangaroo Valley.................. 15 s
1

2o
12
10
16

12
17

Graeme H. \T. ... 2S
10 2

1
Eyans H. A............... 7
Flynn J. E............ i ,r; 5

G
16 2

Thompson W. M.............. Double Uav ............ 5
Goodwin T. II. H. .. . "Wilcftnnia ..................... 2
Clieaterman A. H. , Kogarab .......................... . 12 1
Arnheim C. T... . * a 17

.4444.

Terry B. M.............. ii
10

2Thornhill W. Paddington ...................................... 19 2 3
Bootle F. J, E..................................... Murwillumbah via Brisbane......... 3Beatty S. It. P. 0., Suciyille ...................... 10 42 4 13

1
Chambers P............... WcUington .......... 15 6

IL
23 2

Foster W. II................ 4 2 ..4 13 6,
G-lasson B. G........................ Bombala .................. 13

23
20

12 35 1
Tuien P. T............ 10 20
Maim H. K. K......................... St. Leonards....................................................... ~4 i ...... .4. ...

Stcane S. A.................
s

Adams W. B........................................... G-corgc?s Hirer .................. ... 1 .4.

Wilkinson L, A* St. ifarv's.................... 67 23
44* ...

4Hawkins F. W. Marrickyille.......................................... ■y 90 1
3

3 0
Murray D. H.....................

a. 5
Somorvillo R. N... Lismore .......... ....... ... 1

18
...

Loiton T. H.......... Lismore ......... . . 11 7
Hornemnn C. W. ... Lismore ....................................... 16Dewdney G. W. ... Ballina ............ . ... 7

8
6 3

Pcnnefather C. ... 10 5
3

23
22

1
King W. L.................... 15 4 ...

O’Connor H. A. D..... . Dubbo .............................................. 1 1
Jamieson W. 2
Chapman E. C.S. ........... St. Leonards .................................. 16 "iiLucas M......... 1
Shute H......... Croydon .................. ........... .
LanestafF R. W. Svdncv ............................. .4. .44

Truscott J. F.... Burwood ............................. ..
' «4

Totals ...... 286 247 J 229 762 203 60 104 387 38 29



the number on hand on 1st January, and 31st December, 1884, and the cost of their Services during the year.

Instructions issued during the year. Instructions dealt with during the year.

Total cost 
of Services, 1864.
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i £ H. d.
... 2 i 2 24 i 30 930 10 0

1 34 35 5 i 2 40 i i 60 1,024 2 0
1 ■" 1 8 ii 4 4 5 34 2 3 2 66 924 4 2
1 ... i 2 5 10 6 4 1 4 7 8 i 46 879 11 6

1 4.4 3 3 1 ' _ 4 712 6 8
... i i i 6 8 17 is 4 1 7 6 3 62 033 16 6

41 42 1 1 4 60 2 1 1 60 987 LO 0
1 1 2 639 10 7

i 11 14 11 7 8 is 2 5 7 1 71 964 10 3
3 i 5 1 1 1 14 1 1 1 20 341 13 4

1 7 i 8 684 8 11
3 i 4 675 1 4

4 4 i i 1 ii — , 14 823 9 6
.. • 4 .4 4 1 5 560 14 6
73 i 76 i 4 35 1 2 43 1,020 2 0

1 9 9 6 4 9 18 5 3 i 4 69 972 15 8
5 5 695 9 6

4 .,, 4 i 21 i 23 875 8 6
6 i 8 io 3 3 4 82 2 5 109 896 11 3

... 2 4 2 8 3 15 4 6 i 43 875 IS 0
1 1 4 11 3 4 61 3 1 i 74 1,009 0 6

1 22 1 2 4 — 30 943 2 6
1 1 196 18 4

i i 3 i 3 4 1 12 21 1,271 18 8
__ ... 3 3 201 1 1

2 2 4 3 2 27 i 83 833 4 4
1 4 4 8 2 9 7 2 2 is 14 61 925 9 0

1 1 220 16 6
... 1 3 2 2 7 905 10 4

.4 . 2 9 4 2 i 15 2 4 i 38 959 16 9
2 8 12 8 2 11 6 3 1 i i 45 883 5 G

... 1 3 1 2 3 8 4 2 23 843 4 0
15 4.4 15 4 3 1 66 3 1 78 863 10 0

1 1 616 19 2
3 *** i 4 1 10 11 391 11 2

1 1 608 18 1
i 1 2 3 3 1 9 373 18 11

i 7 i 4 1 9 9 i 23 .. 46 697 19 4
3 2 1 18 24 572 6 4.

1 2 1 4 534 4 6
4 4 1 2 1 53 *** 1 1 59 902 17 6
7 7 23 23 803 16 5
4 4 37 2 39 870 4 3

18 19 3 i 31 2 5 42 740 18 10
1 1 1 i 36 2 2 1 2 45 836 17 8

2 7 11 20 672 19 7
6 4 12 2 16 5 i 24 288 5 8
2 1 3 2 26 1 1 30 433 IS 11

1 i 1 i 3 715 18 8
1 1 434 18 0

-4 ^4 1 1 303 6 4
171 1 7

51 13 10

i 2 235 2 3 9 2 321 120 116 101 133 782 48 76 115 2 23 1,525 37,097 3 5

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer,—16S5,
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Dawes Point

Fort Macquarie

a Lady Macquarie's 
Chair

MAP
Illustrating Progress of theSurveij of the

City of Sydney
The AreaSurveyed in !8S4is tinted Blue. 

Annual Report 1884

Surveyor Genensils OFFtce, Sydney. !SSS (N°oFLith M. 85. /4)



DIAGRAM
shewing the total number of coiimiunicatious of all sorts receired 

Ifoia Snrreyors during the years 1861 to 1884
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MOTE. Each tinted space represents 500.
The number of communications from Surveyors in 1882 was estimated. 

, „ „ 188'i is actual.
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DIAGRAM
Shewing the average annual salaiy paid to Officers 

employed in the Surveyor Generals Department from 1861 to 1884
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DIAGRAM
Shewing the progress made m Compiling new Maps 

between the years 1861 & 1884

Each tmted square represents a Coimty or its eqmyalenL50 Parish Maps
(k Compiling Brandies)
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DIAGRAM
Shewing total cost of Surreyor Generals Department from 1861 to 1884;

Eaclv tinted/space represents £5000.
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MAW

\ifamlIoekffut

OF

NElfuSOUTH WALES
SHEWING

ii 9SURVEYORS DISTRICTS
AND THE OFFICERS IN CHARGE OF THEM

1884

From

Distrsct Surveyors

J„S. Chard 
P.R. Donaldson 
A.Dewhurst:

J.W.AIIworth 
HA.CroEic&i
E.Twynam , ^
W.A.B.Greavesfe;»«SiI“’"*'<'
A.C. Betts
Jll \4I« ^ -I (Licensed Surveyors Districts 11,71123 124-125

• Ii .WOO 0 (in charge of Salaried Sumeyer WOrr

CF \ Licensed SurvtyonBistricts nu.mjzz
• ■•DOiCOfi l in charge of Salaried Surveyor T.W Conollj

F. B.Woolrvch 
F.G.Finley
E.MacFarfane (Sa-Ia Surveyory . ,

,X<ne- Existinjp Railway’s and these in course of mnnlriLcticm shewn t'ais

MS

yJMs •eBrurunticA V-
\ ^JuanJcJuiia /*■

•V

F J €«.p4- B«m>®

/
fFintonbar. ILeimox SP

Codri^Wly 

CorakTl
j 'R&vhai\yr]

Harbor L)j£ht Sxad

/Hollidays Ft

^Brmu/hiowl^
‘‘•Port Stepiicais
\Seii &18bite Kevcshrm^ Litfk rS^MvrrwBax 6 ^

iexhein w^****'!

iG^fwjrB -
XdkeiMncqiujaigy y

‘w iridsMistake !

Licensed Surveyors in Charge of Districts

HA ME

PoitJackson
ygec/Bay 

m/3a-y
Is Q \fk' ^WOApt^Coih~UwuUd,~tif S& X* ^ Saturn 88*

VfaUamoUe

F. Russetf
G. Artiwr 
OTrickett
W.Drummond 40 A.Liddell
JGMrtyn
ft.Foiksurd
C.C.Loxton T,n,r

"'Fixed Barj&or Li^ht

J.J.Tucker
$ho0berthMer'es
D&Woohych

4! ddBaytis 
W.H Christie, 

43 J,E.Lester

NAME | H?.

Added to DisP. 75& 
wholo numbered 75

74 WA L ipscomb
75 WALipscomb
76 W. Creed 

W.Cow/ej 
t. Smith
I.Smith ' \l75

FTL&rcfner 44\t.CMFfy SOA.W.Love \l/6
J C, Mart in \//7 
G.W.Comm/ns 
Vacant

84U, Tarrant 720

Sftdftlhgr Esa.l!»4tetB»BA

Asms

FILardner 
Vacant
d. Pa ton
H. Pat on
N. Pa ton
EMTurner 
W.Anderson 
W.H.lkvidson 
Jones 
EH.Barton 
A.lis/e

\20 Jf.SJLsmgtree 
HA.Tony 
OAHerborn
divided between 22. A 104-
W.Mykcbar&ne 
J. Blackett 
J. 8. Comtes
PartinGordonSHDimo ’ 
rcmciinmipa.rtJH.Lujifxi 1

C.F.F. Morth 11 
CFff'North
TlaHrLoxton)remP*
Andrews7™'’*
msmite 
J.Vernon 
CWorth
flUCa/teghan 
Md. Callaghan

A-Abut/ancf 
VFTozer 

’ H.CJfosie 
JLC.Hosie 

^ JMConrof 
1 JMConroy

IncludedtnDis ■ 86 
dMNash
(Part inMurrayjiCi/fCcn 
■ismaininipartp.ELesterF Isaac ^ 
C. Harper 
Vacant 
E.d.Commir/s 
TH Bell 

! M.Q.Hun$erford 
Vacant

W.Cow/ejr 72/
“E/UUmrthfTemp 722 Vacant

Divided between 
22 and 1/0

J. Dawson
Vacant
SNicholson
T.LBiddu/ph
R. Barfing
F.VHanter
£J Burgess
Lli.lla.wson
BU.F&rrer
R. Ronald
A.MS Car thy
F.P.SollinQ

87 CJiSheafksuiiswJdZS
No District
this Number
W.A.Rslb 
Added to 27and
whole numbered27
EM Turner 
A.Landon 

33 H.C.Holmes

A.W.Love 
\ P>. 0. Pra.lt 
f GMCommins
: B.C.Garlancf

65 JJ.S&y/is
66 EJ. Burgess
67 UMLikmgdi
68 D:8.SeHeu%‘
69 d,£Ma!her 
76 MCCow/oy 
17 Vacmb
12 Tkcmt

J. Barling 
R. fisher i37 JIMch}^

J.S.Peppercorn 86 GLoder |/32
Vacant
Vacant
CWorth

7m Vacant
RMMefdrum 1/37

138
m

764 P Cowley 
/O&RMDav/s
/mGB.thrter^ 742 C£. Webb

Ho District 
this Humber
WAM&e

m
m
745

Vacant
Vacant
Vacant
W.Ai.Scott
J.Ryan
RMNash
F.W./rby
Vacant

■M,

31

32

33

M

134

J.S.flgppercorn
l3&JamiesonTemP?

SMBawson 
JMlupton 
H.A.D.OConnor 
Vacant 
RRipiut 
JGrmtex 

74^Vacont 
747 Cl.mb .,1L'

A.P. Burgess
A.P.Burgess 
H.P. Cmvper

l'i7 148 II .O' U>S IfS

Ompfet if J-J..C meu Sucvtyir Generals Office, Sydney If S W 188f5
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

DEPARTMENT OP LANDS.
(PAYMENTS TO PERMANENT OFFICERS, FROM 1st JANUARY, 1895, TO 30th APRIL, 1886, OVER AND

ABOVE AMOUNTS VOTED FOR SALARIES.)

Ordered ly the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 25 May, 1886.

{Laid upon the Table of the Eouse, in accordance with promise made by the Eonorablethe Secretary for Lands, 
in answer to Question Mo. 2, on Votes and Proceedings, Mo. 64, of the 21st May, 1886.]

RETURN showing the payments to permanent officers of the Department of Lands during the year 1885, 
and from the 1st January to 30th April, 1886, over and above the amounts voted as salaries.

Name. Designation.

Oliver, C.......................

Oliver, C.......................

Houston, Wm.............. Inspector ..............
Keating, J. T................

Saunders, 0. J.............. do ............ .
Meades, A. E................ Clerk..............................
Curry, II. A. G............ Inspector, (In charge of Pre-

emptive Lease ±!ranch.)
Williams, Fredk.......... Clerk......................................

Croft, 3.........................
Thomson, A. C............ do ..........................
Adams, W. H.............. do ...................
Wallis, A. A................ do ........................... .....
M'Lennan, J. A, ... do ..................... ...................
Dillon, J. T.............. do ......................................
Ramsay, «T A.............. do ................... .
Macdonald, J. R. ... do ......................................
Chambers, F................ do ..................................
Rowimll, K, J. ... do .................. .
Russell, W. 0............ do ...................
Jjongfieldj 11............ do ......... ......... ..
Kip]m:x:, E................... do ..........................
Murray, F. S................
Boot, 6. A, C............. Emergency Land Agent...........
Sturrock, W.................
Rich, H. P.................... Clerk .................
Taylor, J. W................ do ........................................
Tindale, W. E.............. do ..................
Bmncr, F................ do ..................
Dillon, C................ do ................................
Drury, Q-...................... do ................. ..........
Stephenson, I*........... .
Cope, C......................... do ......................
Capper, W. H..............
M'Guanne, J. P........... do .........................................
Miles. J. R................... do ..........................
Gale, 0. H.................. do ............

1‘artioulars of Service, Amount,

£ e.
Gratuity for special services during the years 1883 250 0

and 1984 m connection with the preparation of the
Crown Lands Act and the regulations thereunder.

Gratuity for special services during the year 1885 in 315 0
connection with the division of runs and the initia*
tion generally of the working of the Crown Lands
Act.

Gratuity for special services in the divison of runs ... 167 10
Overtime while detached specially in connection with 52 10

dineion of runs.
do do ....... 26 5

Additional duties in connection with division of runs .. 25 0
Overtime in connection with the conversion of Pro* 83 17

emptive Leases under 48 Vic. No. 18-
Overtime generally, iu order to clear arrears of work se 15

under repealed Acts, and to assist in extra work
involved by the passing of 48 Vic. No. 18.

do do ' ....... ii 5
do do ....... 16 12
do do ....... 20 17
do do ....... 18 0
do do ...... 16 7
do do ...... 17 15
do do ....... 17 12
do do ....... 11 11
do do ..... 12 2
do do ....... 12 2
do do ....... 12 2
do do ... . 11 E
do do ....... 3 0
do do ....... 1 17
do do ...... 18 3
do do ....... 12 2
do do ....... 11 7
do do ....... 12 2
do do ....... 11 7
do do ....... 12 2
do do ....... 10 10
do do ....... 10 12
do do 2 6
do do ....... 10 5
do do ...... 15 9
do do ....... n 10
do do ...... 12 15
do do 6 7

a.
o

o

o
o

o
o
o

0

0
6
6
0
6
0
6
0
6
C
&
0
o
6
0
C
G
6
6
6
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
6

499—
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Name.

Phillips, H.

Cohen, V......................

Thompson, H. L. ...r..
Davis, T........................
M'DoniiGll, R. A.........
Vincent, F. W.............
Kdson, F. M................
Green, J.......................
Dims, W......................
Landers, E. C..............
Williams, Jl G............
Ajdwnrd, H. J............
itoades, A. E..............
Edwards, J...................
AUerbury, B. J..........
Hall, A.T....................
Do Low, R. H. .......
Smyth, W. J................
Russell, W. 0..............
Johnson. C. B..............
Mnkin, H. T...............
Phillips, H...................
Kippax, E....................
Jjeng, E........................
Dawson, J. C................

Adams, P. P.................
Fitzgerald, R. D..........
Maitland, D. M...........
Brooks, J.....................
Eurber, T. E....... .......

Stopps, A. J.................

Chisholm, D. H..........

Peyton, S. L.................
Callachor, J, E............
M'Lean, M. A............
Shelton. R....................
Bacon, E B................
Dowling, P. J.............
Sbcrring, J. W............
Bronsdcn, E. A............
Pat riel:, M...................
Kelly, C. ft..................
Biden, E. II................
Thallon, E. M..............
Lewis, X. H..................

Packer, G. R..............
Wiliis, J, A. 0.............
Ermnan, W................
Armstrong, W, D........
Gall, A. R....................
Ball, W. H..................
Bennett, L. G. J.........
Goggin, J. E...............
Chisholm, D. H'.........
Ehvin, T......................
Callachor, T. F............
Haro, EE.......................
Slade, J. J...................
Callachor J, J. C.......
Bennie, C. E................
Small, J. T.................
Sherring. J. W............
Cripps, C. W................
Loveridge, \V, D........
Maynard. E. II..........
Kewings, E. W............
Doubleday, G. H.........
Eoulclicr, J II............
Turri, G. G..................
Van Wcssen, L. A ,...
Eraser, D......................
Richardson, J. J..........
James, P. B.................
Bouton, A. E..............
Finn, J. J....................
Kelly, C. B..................
Christie, C....................
Middlecoat, "VV. T........
Malcolm, R. J.............

Resignation. Particulars of Service. Amount.

Clerk.......................................... Overtime generally, in order to dear arrears of
1 £

work 8
s.
7

d.
G

do ..........................................

under repealed Acts, and to assist in extra 
involved by the parsing of 48 Vie. No. 18. 

Extra correspondence involved in connection

work

with 44 2 0
division of run?.

30
liri

7 G
do .......................... ....... . do do 10 0
do .......................................... do JG 14 G

Overtime, Occupation of !R 12 2 H
do 44 0 G

do .......................................... do do 3!) 5 0
do do 19 G

48 12 0
do .......................................... do do 18 16 0
do ......................................... do do 18 0 0

do 23 14 0
25 0 0

do ......................................... do Shcrt-hand "Writer 2 0 0
do .......................................... do Correspcndencc Branch 2 0 0
do .......................................... do Auction Branch.... 10 10 0
do .......................................... Allowance for extra cost of living. Bouike........ 50 0 0

60 0 0
do ...... .................................. do do ......... 50 0 0
do ..... .................................... do Glen Tunes .. ...... 50 0 0
do .................................. ....... 50 0 0
do ......... .............................. do 60 0 0
do .......................................... do do .. 50 0 0
do .......................................... do Brcwnmna 60 0 0

SURVEY OF LARDS.
Surveyor-General ...................
Deputy Surveyor-General... ^
Surveyor ..................................

do ..................................
Draftsman in Charge of General 

Survey Branch.
Draftsman in Charge of Roads 

Branch.
Draftsman..................................

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

Examination of Licensed Surveyors 
do do

Examination of Cadets ..........
Examination of Licensed Surveyors 

do do
do do

Examination of Cadets ..................

Examination of Candidates 
Temporary Draftsmen, 

do 
do

for Employment as

do . ...
do .......

do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
work in connection

U.
nilh (

do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do

Act

20 0 0 
20 0 0 
15 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 o 
20 0 0

15 0 0

10 10 0

2 2 0 
0 C 0 

40 15 10
32 0 8
33 6 8
22 3 6 
45 10 8 
32 13 2 
37 10 0
17 3 0
10 8 4
11 19 2 
ID 10 0

20 0 0 
19 0 0 
13 10 0
23 2 0 
19 10 0
19 10 0 
40 16 0
18 10 0 
43 17 7
12 17 4 
30 18 0
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
19 10 0 
IS 15 0 
19 10 0
4 10 0 
3 10 0 
2 12 0 
2 1G 0 
2 5 0 

10 0 0
8 12 G

13 0 O
14 2 3 
8 0 0

10 0 0 
10 0 0
9 15 0 
9 5 0 
9 10 0 
9 2 10 
8 15 0

12 7 0
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Name. Designation. Particulars of Service. Amount.

work in connection with Crown Lands Act
£ e, 
8 0

14.
do do ....... 8 12
do do ....... 9 0
do do ....... 9 15
do do ....... 4 4
do do ....... 9 17
do do ....... 19 10
do do ....... 16 0
do do ....... 10 0
do do .......1 16 0
do do ....... 12 13
do do ..... 19 10
do do ....... 7 10
do do ..... 20 0
do do ....... 30 11
do do ....... 16 15
do do ..... 19 10
do do ....... U 12
do do ....... 15 4
do ' do ...... 2 0
do do 6 10
do do ....... 9 10
do do ....... 12 14
do do ....... 10 0
do do ....... 14 6
do do ....... 9 5
do do .... 10 O
do do ....... 8 0
do do ....... ■16 13
do do ....... 10 0
do do ....... 4 0
do do ....... 10 0
do do ....... 1 15
do do ....... 10 0
do do ....... 10 0
do do ....... 9 5
do do ..... 12 3
do do ....... 7 0
do do ....... 10 0
do do ....... 13 12
do do ....... 16 6
do do ....... 10 9
do do ....... 59 5
do do ....... 1 10
do do , . 14 10
do do ....... 15 8
do do ....... 11 0
do do ....... 3 0
do do , ... 12 7
do do . . 12 7
do do ....... 14 9
do do 1 10
do do ....... I 7
do do ....... 4 14
do do ....... 10 3
do do ..... 1 10
do do ....... 1 10
do do ....... 8 2
do do ....... 0 10
do do ....... 3 10
do do 7 10
do do ....... 0 12
do do ....... 5 10
do do ...... 9 15
do do . .. IS 14
do do ...... 3 10
do do ....... 3 10
do do ....... 3 10
do do ....... 2 4

Fry, J. K.

Burtlev, H..................
Lloyd,'E. S................
Lfierly, E. W..........
"Wliitc, J, B ..............
Edwrmls. C.................
Jinnicl], A. J..... .........
Tliornton. R.................
Herring, II. C.............
M'Leun, W..................
M'Lean, E....................
Kentang, J. T...............
fJnuntlers, 0. J.............
IFure, A. J....................
Burt, J.........................
Shelton, II............
Cansdcll. H. Q. M......
Vtiutin, II. S.................
Quinn, J. J..................
M'lntvre, W................
Bufh.'a.......................
Curwood, S.................
Fouler, 0. A. W.........
Meldnnn, T. B...........
Biunington, H. B....... .
Piitnok, M....................
irnrdwick, G-. II. J.
Gomel], M....................
MLMinn, 1). S...........
Unseal!, ,T. E................
Gregg, D......................
Thallon, V. M..............
Grant, W.....................
Alexander, S................
Day, W.........................
Fronoh, II ,T................
Cahill, R. J..................
EobitiEon, C. J.............
Biden, E. H.................
BaUltausen, C...............
Ii'erris, J.......................
Eoeerson, M..............
M'Lcj.ii, J. A..............
Fcwings, J, G..............
Hronsdeiij IS. A..........
Mo'Cs, S. II................
U'Lean, M. A............
‘WilkinFon, H. E..........
Dowlinp, P. J..............
Jiirke, S W.............
Colhfi, W.....................
CUftilton, P. C............
iXoble, li.....................
Slmw, M ..................
Stevens^ T.....................
Stimll. O.......................
Ho rank, C. T................
Cnniy,......................
Shelton, E....................
TflyUrr, J....................
Hiieroo, E.J. J............
M'Ldhml, K.............
H?mcJiiurtj A. B............
Hnedonncll, A. F........
CnllflwtiVj K...................
OallcT, K, ...............
Earnest, K 1/.................
Stobo, E., jun. ..........
Bcrnauer. J..................

Draftsman,,

do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ...........
do ...........
do ............
do ........
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ....... .
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do .........
do ............
do ...........
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do .........
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do .........
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do .........
do ............
do ............
do ............
do .........
do

Litho'drnftsman ,
Cl^rk.....................
do .....................
do ..................
do .....................
do .....................
do ..... ....... .......

Salesman of maps., 
Assistant do .. 
LilkO'printer .....

Gerard, F..................
M‘Mmn, A. B.........
Cruminer, H, S. W, 
'VVindndgr, J, AV....
King, G. 11. S..........
Great], IVI. F. ... .....
Fireman, T. AY........

I88fi.
Pownall, E. J. ,

Rich, H. P..........
Capper, AY. H. 
FPGuanno, J. P, 
MTJonald, A. ... 
O’Dwyer, J. E. . 
Harpur, F. if. .,

Draftsman, 
do ,,
do ..
do ..
do ..
do ..
do

Clerk.

do , 
do . 
do . 
do . 
do , 
do .

OCCUPATION OF LANDS BRANCH.
Overtime in connectiomrith Crown Lands Act of 1884

do do
do do
do* do
do do
do do
do do

Overtime in comiectiomvith transfer of business under 
repealed Acts to Local Land Boards.

do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do

82 10 0 
75 10 0 
55 8 0 
52 4 0 
45 16 0 
17 5 0 
19 2 6

23 18 0

21 10 0 
48 12 0 
34 1 0 
12 0 
12 0 

22 8 0
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Designation. Particulars of Services. Amount.

£ 8. d.
Overtime in connection with transfer of business under £3 12 0

repealed Acts to Local Land Board.
Yrti-Vp J Tt do do ....... 33 18 0

do do ...... 49 10 0
do do ....... 34 8 0

f do do ....... 10 2 0
do do ....... 7 10 0

ftmyt.h W J . Allowance for extra cost of livine. Bourke .................. 16 13 4
do Cooinu ................... 16 13 4
do do ................... 16 13 4

Matin TT T do Glen Innes .......... 16 13 4
PhiHijw IT do Morce .................. 16 13 4

do Wilcannia.............. 16 13 4
do .......................................... do do ............... 16 13 4o» .....
dr. ................. .................... do Brewarrina ........... 16 13 4

SURVEY OF LAST'S.

Examination of candidates for employment as Tempo- 10 10 0
rary Draftsmen.

Allowance for extra cost of livine in inland toms...... 16 13 4
do .............................. do do ....... 16 13 4

M'T.rjiti, M A. do do ....... 16 13 4
do do ...... 16 13 4

do .................................. do do ....... 16 13 4
do do ....... 8 6 8

TTialTnn V M do .................................. do do ...... 8 G 8
do do ....... 16 13 4r

Kelly* 0. B................... do do ....... 8 6 8
Bowling, P, J. ........... do ................ ....... . do do ....... 16 13 4

£ 4,796 18 9

K*

Sydney' Thomas ItichanlB, Government Printer,—1S30,

[8*3
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1888-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

DEPARTMENT OE LANDS.
(TOTAL PAYMENTS TO CERTAIN PERMANENT OFFICERS, FROM 1st JANUARY, 1885, TO SlBT MAY,

1886, FOR SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 8 June, 1886.

[Laid upon the Table, of the Souse, in accordance with promise made by the Honorable the Secretary f&r 
Lands, in answer to Question Ho, 2 on Votes and Proceedings Ho, 72, of the \th June, 1886.

RETURN showing the total amounts paid to certain Permanent Officers of the 
Department of Lands, including payments for special services rendered during 
the period from 1st January, 1884, to the 31st May, 1886.

GCG—



Sydney : Thom
as Richards, G
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RETURN showing the total amount paid to certain Permanent Officers of the Department of Dands, including payments for special services rendered during the period from
1st January, 1884, to the 31st May, 1886.

CO
13.6»

?-

1385. January to May, 1336.
Grand totaLTravelling ex* 

pens eg.
Travelling ex* 

ponses.Salary. Other services. Total. Other services. Other sendees.Total. Salary.

£ s. d.

Oliver, 0...........
Edwards, J. E. 
Houston, W.’.,. 
Freeman, S, ... 
Wilson, F, H. 
Cropper, C. ...

29 10 0 10 10
189 0 0 81 0

« 16 16 0 ' 157 10 0 782 10 34 10
232 10 0 168 0 0 793 0 208 10

636 17
427 10 0 154 4 739 10 85 0 0

294 0 150 0 0
89 5 0 >> 70 0 0 219 0 79 10 0944 0

150 0 875 0 133 10 0
99 0 824 0

106 10 27 0 0831 10Vernon, J. *.......
Finch, C. E. *.......
Harriott, T. W. J» 
McDonald, J.J ... 
Watt, !)’. W.s ... 
Trollope, F..........

^ 427 9 9 205 10 ■ 4 4 065 17 C 996 7 67 10 0
929 0 61 10 0

100 10 825 10
201 0 115 10 0

10 10 0 95 5 820 5 49 10 0
285 15 0 735 15 90 5 815 5 36 0 0

350 0 11 15 9 435 9
Cohen, V...............
MeGuanne, J. P.

850 0 '• 44 2 25 5 9514 2 195 16
200 0 b 11 10 306 10 133 6
300 0 li 7 331 7 133 6

^ 82 10460 0 552 10

Total for 188-1 Total for 1885 (5 months of 1886)17,090 2 2

* Fees, examination of candidates as Temporary Draftsmen. b £20, examination'of candidates as Temporary Draftsmen, and £00 allowance for stabling. c Equipment allowance. d Fees paid during 1SS4 for surveys performed
in 1882, 1883, and 1884. ■ Gratuity for special services during 1883 and 1884, in re preparation of Crown Lands Act and Regulations thereunder, £250 ; and gratuity for special services during 1885 in re division of runs, and initiation
generally of working of Crown Lands Act, £315. Gratuity for special services in the division of runs. g for surveys performed in 1883 and 1384. h Overtime work in re repealed Acts. 1 Fees for surveys performed in
1884. i In 1834 these gentlemen were employed in Justice Department. Mr. Edwards applied for, and was appointed on 15 September, 1385, to tire position of Chairman, Local Land Board, Forbes, at the salary attached to that
office. 10 In 1884 these^gentiemen wore employed in Hines Department. * In 1384 these gentlemen were employed in Survey Office. * In ] 334 Mr. Vernon was employed in Survey Office, and paid by fees as a Licensed Surveyor.
Ho was also Mining Surveyor under Minos Department.

to
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

INSPECTORS OF CONDITIONAL PURCHASES.
(AMOUNTS OF TRAVELLING EXPENSES FOR 1885 AND TO 31 MAY, 1886.)

Ordered by ike Legislative Assembly to be printed, 29 June, 1886.

RETURN showing the amount o£ Travelling Expenses paid to Permanent and Temporary Inspectors of 
Conditional Purchases during the year 1885, r#id from 1st January to 31st May, 1886.

(1.) The number of Inspectors of Conditional Purchases employed during 1885, their names, and the
amount paid to each for travelling expenses.

No. Name. Amount. No. Name. Amount.

1 Franks R. C................. ...
£ s. d. 

270 0 0 11 Wilshire T. H............................
£ s. d. 

301 5 0
2 Page J. C................................... 340 0 0 12 "Wisdom J. B.............. . 272 10 0
3 Harper "Wm. ... ... ... 168 15 0 13 Griffin J, H. ... ... ••• 220 0,0
4i MThillamy J. S. ... ... 287 10 0 14 Spicer W.................................... 266 5 0
5 O’Hara J. S. ... ... ... 307 8 6 15 Gumming V................ . ... 391 5 0
6 Carne T. B............................... 260 0 0 16 Brown Wm. ... ... ... 358 8 6
7 Mulligan F, B.......................... 184 7 0 17 Cropper Chas— ... ... 52 10 0
8
9

Rowlandson J. Q-.....................
Keele J....................................

178 15 0 
376 5 0 Total .............. £4,622 14 0

10 Barnes "W. J. ... ... ... 387 10 0

(2.) The number of Temporary Inspectors of Conditional Purchases employed during 1885, their 
names, and the amount paid to each for travelling expenses.

No. Name. 1 Amount. No. Name.

1 North S. C. V...........................
£ s. d, 

272 10 0 15 Stanton W. ...
2 Thompson F. A......................... 342 5 0 16 Welman A. ...
3 Manton W. A........................... 397 19 0 17 Langley G. H....
4 Maddison W.............................. 244 16 0 18 Sim R., junr. ...
5 Roche M.................................... 229 0 0 19 Brown J. B. ...
6 Stewart R. B. ... ... ■ ... 190 0 0 20 Lawlor J.J. ...
7 Teo Wm. ... ... ... 251 5 0 21 Cox J. W. G. ...
8 Bonnor G................................... 125 0 0 22 Sands L. ...
9 Silcock G. ... ... ... 270 0 0 23 DeerE... ...

10 Deighton R. ... ... ... 256 5 0 24 Lehane Wm. ...
11 Harrison G. ... ... ... 120 1 0 25 Oliver F. ...
12 Lord F., junr— ... ... 195 17 0 26 Foster H.J. ...
13
14

Miller T......................................
West G. W. ... ... ...

216 18 0 
322 16 0 Total

Amount.

,£ s. d, 
338 15 0 
176 6 0 
318 15 0 
302 10 0 
327 10 0 
280 17 0 
183 18 0 
257 10 0 
32 10 0 
76 4 0 

208 0 0 
106 5 0

£6,043 11 0 628

628— (3.)
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, (3.) Amount paid to Inspectors of Conditional Purchases for travelling expenses, January 1st to
May 31st, 1886.

No. Name. Amount. No. Name. Amount.

1 Franks It. C...............................
£ s. d 
68 15 0 11 Wilshire T. H...........................

£ s. d. 
87 10 0

Page J. C. ... ... ... 128 15 0 12 Wisdom J. B............................. 110 0 0
3 Harper Wm. ... ... ... 48 15 0 13 Gridin J. H............................... 77 10 0
4 MThillamy J. S........................ 108 15 0 14 Spicer Wm. ... ... ... 95 0 0
5 O’Hara J.S.................. . ... 102 11 0 15 Gumming V. ... ... ... 22 10 0
G Carne T. B. ... ... .. 103 15 0 16 Brown Wm. ... ... ... 33 15 0
7 Mulligan F. B............................ 98 15 0 17 Cropper Chas............................. 85 0 0
8
9

Rowlandson J. 0.......................
Keele J. ... ... ..

37 10 0 
137 10 0 Total ............... £1,435 1 0

10 Barnes W. >1. ... ... .. 88 15 0

(3.) Amount paid for travelling expenses, 1st January to 3lst May, 1886, Temporary Inspectors of
Conditional Purchases.

No. Name. Amount. No. Name. Amount.

£ 8. d. £ 3. d.
1 North S. C. V............................ 133 15 0 13 Wi-lman A..................... .. 3 15 0
2 Thompson F. A. ... ... 65 0 0 14 Langley G. 11............................ 115 0 0
3 Mantou W. A......................... 100 17 0 15 Sim R., inn.................... .. 123 15 0
4 Itoche M. ... ... ... 94 13 0 16 Brotvn J. IJ. ............... 150 0 0
5 Stewart It. B.............................. 128 15 0 17 Lawlor J.J. ... ... ... 28 15 0
6 Teo Wm. ... ... ... 72 10 0 18 Cox J. W. G............................. 60 0 0
7 Deighton It. ... ... ... 96 5 0 19 Sands L. ... ... ... 120 0 0
8 Harrison G. ... ... ... 44 0 0 20 Deer E...................................................... 81 5 0
9 Lord F., inn.......................................... 72 2 0 21 Oliver F. ..................................... 106 5 0

10 Miller T................................................... 27 10 0 22 Higgins E............................................... 5 0 0
11 West G. W........................................... 56 1 0
12 Stanton W, ... ... ... 110 0 0 Total ... ... £1,795 3 0

(4.) Amount due to Permanent and Temporary Inspectors of Conditional Purchases for travelling
expenses.

Name. Amount. Name. Amount.

£ s. d. £ s. d.
Page J. C.................... .............. 30 O 0 Deighton R.... ... ... .. 33 15 0
Itarper W, ... ... ... .. 16 5 0 Stanton AY. ... ... ... .. 35 O 0
MThillamy J. S................................. 27 10 0 Langley G. II. ... .,. ... 31 5 0
O’Hara J. S........................................ 22 10 0 Sim It., "jun. ... ... ... .. 30 0 0
Keele J. ... ... ... ... 37 10 0 Browni J. B......................................... 38 15 O
Wisdom J, B. ... ... ... 25 0 0 Sands L............................................... 33 15 O
Griffin J. II......................................... 23 15 0 Oliver F............................................... 28 10 0
Brown Wm__ ... ..
North S. C. V.....................................

77 10 0 
35 0 0

Higgins E. ... ,,, ... .. 6 5 0

Manton AT. A....................................
Roche M. ... ... ... ...
Stewart R. B. ... ... ,,,

32 6 0
33 12 0 
28 15 0

Total ... ... £026 18 0

Note.—There are other claims outstanding against, the Department that have not yet reached the head office.

[3d] Sydney: Thomas Richards, Oorcrnment Primer.—1380.
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1885-8.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

DISTRICT SURVEYORS UNDER CROWN LANDS ACT.
(POSITION or.)

O.dered ly the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 3 Avgust, 188G.

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New 
South Wales, dated 11th May, 1886, That there be laid upon the Table of 
this House,—

' A- C0P.Y tbe minute by Mr. Secretary Farnell, and approved by the 
‘‘ Cabinet, defining the position of the District Surveyors under the 1 Crown 
“ Act of 1884’; and also the subsequent minute by Mr. Secretary
“ Abbott upon the same subject,” '

(Mr. Fitzgerald.)

No. 1.
Minute by Mr. Secretary Earnell.

1 wn.L notice the concluding paragraph of the Surveyor-General's memo, first. He espressos his regret 
that the Minister has permitted a surveyor to return his instructions unacted upon, 
nr hi the first place the surveyor referred to was at the date of the Surveyor-General’s memo the 
Metropolitan District Surveyor appointed under the “ Crown Lands Act of 1SSA”; consequently ho was not 
an officer under the jurisdiction or subject to instructions issued by the Surveyor-Geueral, but he was an 
officer of the Government, and therefore an officer of the Minister for Lands, for all the purposes of the 
Land Act ot 18SL I he instructions referred to were ns to keeping a certain diary, which was adminis
trative and not professional. And I learn from an answer to my question that the suggestion for the 
adoption ot this diary originated with some of the district surveyors, of which the Metropolitan District 
Surveyor was not one. '

With regard to the district surveyors it will he seen that section 16 especially provides that they 
are to ho appomted as officers under thoMimster for Lands for all the purposes of the “ Crown Lands Act 
ot 1884, and tor each district respectively they will be officers under the Department of Lands and not 
under the ourveyor-General, and that communications with the Department by these officers must be 
through the Under Secretary for Lands. The district surveyors will be wholly responsible to the Govern
ment, and consequently, to the Minister for Lands, for the skilful and faithful performance of their pro
fessional unties. One of the great objects of the A ct is decentralisation. To permit the district surveyors 
to be subject to instructions by the Survejor-G-eneral would frustrate the object of decentralisation. To 
allow instrurtions and communications with the district surveyors to permeate through the Surveyor- 
General s Office would be the continuance of a sjstem that has heretofore been most uusatisfnetory and 
has to some extent stopped the progress of the whole Department,

The pubUe loudly protested against the system ; even the Parliament itself protested against a con- 
timiance ot it. As to the position of the Surveyor-General under the Act of 1884 I take it that he is a 
chief among equals, and that his duties are confined to things professional in a general way, and that his 
functions will be confined to general matters outside and beyond the things specially contemplated by 
the Act ot 1884 ; that is to say, that lie is the Surveyor-General of the Colony, and should ho consulted 
as such. I have nothing whatever to do with etiquette or the prestige of the officers of tins Department. 
1 have a solemn public duty to perform, and no officer in this Department shall stand in my way in per
fecting the administration of the Department in the most beneficial way to the public, having at the same 
time a^duo regard and respect for the opinions of officers who are worthy of it.
13/2/85' J. S. FAKKELL.

The Cabinet approves of the Minister for Lauds course, and of his view of the position of the 
Surveyor-General.—AV.B.D,, 13/2/85.

751—
[805 copies—Approximate Cost of Printing (labour and material), £1 16s. Od ]

No. 2.
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No. 2.
Minute by Mr. Secretary Abbott.

I am sorry that it has so soon fallen to iny lot to dispose of so important a matter in connection with the 
administration of this Department as is raised by the question whether the work under the repealed Land 
Acts shall be carried on and disposed of in the Surveyor-G-eneraTs Office in Sydney, or by the several 
district surveyors in the country. Before 1 do this I shall incidentally decide another matter, and that is 
one relating to the position of the Surveyor-General, as the head of the professional staff of the Lands 
Department. I have read the minute submitted by my predecessor, Mr. Parnell, to the Cabinet, on the 
3rd December, 18Sf, and whilst I fully endorse the views of the Cabinet in that minute, as to the relative 
position of the Under Secretary for Lands and the Surveyor-General, I see no reason why the Under 
Secretary should not be regarded as the permanent head of the whole department, and at the same time 
recognise the Surveyor-General as the head of the professional branch of the same Department, whose 
duty it must be to communicate with the Minister, through the Under Secretary, who is, and must be 
regarded as the permanent head of the whole Department.

Eecognising the fact that the Surveyor-General must be the head of the professional branch of the 
Department, it would never do to have throughout the Colony many district surveyors, each the independent 
head of the professional service in his own district. If each was to be the head of the professional service 
in his own district there would be in the Colony no such thing as uniformity of professional practice, and 
I think this is so very desirable that I have no hesitation in stating that the Surveyor-General must be 
Surveyor-General more than in name. He must be the head of all the service, and all submissions from 
the district surveyors on professional matters must be made through him to the Under Secretary for the 
Minister, and if the Under Secretary should deem it to be in the public interests that he should do so, he 
must offer such observations on these submissions as he may under the circumstances think advisable. 
The Minister can decide for himself whether further reference to the professional head is then requisite. 
The district surveyors, whether they send their communications through the Surveyor General or through 
the Under Secreiary, will still be officers under the Minister, and will still be responsible to him to the 
same extent as if their communications were directed to himself. As much of the district surveyors’ 
duties must he such as are connected only with the administrative matters, they should on these subjects 
communicate with the Under Secretary, who will, if he deems it necessary, refer to the Surveyor-General. 
In like manner the Under Secretary should be perfectly free to communicate with them on subjects of a 
kindred nature. Notwithstanding all I have written I have no hesitation in stating that the great 
principle of the Land Act of 138'I, decentralisation, must be carried out to the fullest extent, and district 
surveyors must act upon their own judgment, and not too readily or needlessly refer matters to the head 
office ; nor should Ihe Surveyor-General too readily interfere with them in the discharge of their respec
tive, onerous, and important duties. If these gentlemen are fit to be district surveyors they are entitled 
to the fullest confidence and freedom in the discharge of the duties of their offices. The object of the 
Land Act of 1881, in one of its main principles, was to have the work connected with the alienation and 
leasing of the Crown lands disposed of in the district where the land so alienated or leased are situated, 
and I see no reason why this principle should not he carried out to the fullest extent, nor why the work, 
which has to he disposed of under the repealed Acts, should not be also disposed of in the same way as 
the new work ; on the contrary, I see many strong reasons why it should he.

The progress of the new work must be retarded whilst the old work is delayed, or whilst there is 
any uncertainty about it; whereas, if each district surveyor was cognizant of the old work of his district, 
he could proceed with it simultaneously with the new work.

The complaint for the last twenty-five years of the delays of the Survey Office in connection with 
the administration of the Crown lands, have been loud and deep, and my experience has not been that 
these complaints were unfounded. The present system has been tried formally years, and most certainly 
failed to give satisfaction, and I venture to predict that no system which can be introduced can in the 
future give less satisfaction to the public than that which has been tried for so long and with such bad 
results. In New Zealand the Colony is divided into eleven land districts, each being under the local 
direction of a Commissioner and Land'Board. The Commissioner’s office is known as the principal land 
office, and in each district there is a principal land office, and it is with these land offices the selector has 
to transact all business, from the first consultation of the maps, the subsequent selection and purchase of 
the land, to the final receipt of the Crown grant. TV hat is done in New Zealand can. and must be done 
in this Colony, in reference to decentralisation, and it is the bounden duty of all officers of the Govern
ment service to render their free and full efforts to carry out the policy of the Legislature.

J. P. ABBOTT.
2nd December, 1885.

Minute by Mr. Secretary Copeland.
I have read this correspondence, and desire to say that I concur in Mr. Abbott’s minute.

II.C., 17/6/36.

[ad.]
Sydney; Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—3830.
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1SS5-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

REMOVAL OE LAND OEEICE PROM ARMIDALE TO GLEN INNES.
{COBEESPONLEIfCE.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 28 January, 1SSG.

RETURN (in part) to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly 
of New South Wales, dated 24th September, 1885,—That there be laid upon 
the Table of this House,—

“ (1.) Copies of all letters, papers, minutes, and other documents having 
“ reference to the removal of the Lands and Survey OlEccs from Annidale 
({to Glen Innes.

“ (2.) A Return showing—
“ (a) The cost of repairs to and rent of Lands Offices at fGlen Innes, 
“ and from whom rented.
“ (&) The total revenue received from sale or lease of Crown Lands at 
“ ArniidalCj Glen Innes, Tcnterfield, Inverell, and Walcha respectively.
“ (c) The number of selections made at each of the above offices since 

' ■ “ the passing oE the Land Act, to 1st September.
c< (cl) The number of cases dealt with by Local Boards in each district, 
“ to 1st September.
“ (e) The number of applications for conditional leases and for con- 
“ version of pre-leases, to 1st September, in each district.
“ (f) The estimated area of Crown Lands within each of the above 
“ districts.
“ (g) A plan of the Land Districts of Armidale, Glen Innes, Inverell, 
“Walcha, and Tenter field.”

(Mr, Tractor.)

[SOS copiea—Appvoiimato Cost of Printing (labour and material), £23 Os. od.l

167—A
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SCHEDULE.
KO. FA3B.

1. Memorandum by the Surveyor-G-eneral. 4 November, 1884 .......................................................................................... 3
2. Telegram from the Surveyor-General to District Surveyor Chard. 4 November, 1884 .............................................. 3
3. District Surveyor Chard to tho Surveyor-General, with minutes and enclosures. 4 November, 1884 ...................... 3
4. Telegram from the Surveyor-General to District Surveyor Chard. 0 November, 1884 ............................................... 3
5. Telegram from District Surveyor Chard (o the Surveyor-General 7 November, 1884 ............................................... 3
6. Telegram from Mr. B. A. Mosea to the Secretary for Lands, with minute. 7 November, 1884................................... 4
7. Telegram from the Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. B. A. Moses. 8 November, 1884 ........................................... 4
8. Memorandum by the Surveyor-General. 12 November, 1884.......................................................................................... 4
9. Memorandum by Mr. District Surveyor Chard, wilh minutes. 13 November, 1884 ..................................................... 4

10. Under Secretary for Lands to J. Moore, Esq., Mayor of Annidale. 15 November, 1884 .......................................... 5
11. The Counoil Clerk, Armidale, to the Under Secretary for Lands, with minute. 18 November, 1884   5
12. Telegram from Mr. E. Grover to W, J. Eergusson, Esq., M.P. 18 November, 1884 .................................................. 6
13. Telegram from the same to tho same. 18 November, 1884.............................................................................................. 5
14. Telegram from J. Moore, Esq., to It. L. Murray, Esq , M.P. 19 November, 1884 ................................................ 0
15. Telegram from Mr. E. Grcver to W. J. Eergusson, Esq., M.P. 19 November, 1884 .................................................. 6
15£. Telegram from the Under Secretary for Lands to J. Moore, Esq. 20 November, 1884.............................................. 6
16. Telegram from iT. Moore, Esq , to the Under Secretary for Lands. 21 November, 1884 .................................. .......... 6
17. Memorandum by District Surveyor Chard, with minutes and enclosure. 21 November, 1884 ................................... G
18. Memorandum by Mr. Houston. 20 November, 1884....................................................................................................... 7
19. Telegram from the Under Secretary for Lands to tho Cronn Lands Agent at Glen Innes. 25 November, 1884 ... 7
20. Telegram from the Council Clerk, Annidale, to tho Under Secretary for Lands, with minute. 25 November, 1884 7
21. Telegram from tho Under-Secretary for Lands to the Council Clerk, hnnidale. 25 November, 1884 .................... 7
22. Telegram from J. Moore, Esq, to District Surveyor Chard. 26 November, 188t ................................................... 7
23. Telegram from the Council Clerk, Armidale. to the Under Secretary for Lands, with minute. 26 November, 1884 7
23£, Telegram from the Under Secretary for Lands to the Ctunfit Clerk, Annidale. 26 November, 1884 ................... 7
24. Telegram from Mr E. Grover So W. J. Eergusson, Esq., M.P. 26 November, 1881 ................................................. 7
25. Telegram from the Council Clerk, Armidale. to W. C. Proctor, Esq , M P. 26 November, 1881 .............................. 8
2G. Telegram from tho Crown Lands Agent, Glen limes, to the Under Secretary for Lands. 26 November, 1884 ...... 8
27. Mr. J. Barry to W. J Eergusson, Esq., M.8. 26 November, 1884 ................................................................................. 8
28. The Council Clerk, Annidale, to the Under Secretary for Lands. 26 November, 1881 ............................................... 8
29. The Crown Lands Agent, Glen Innes, to the same. 27 November, 1884 ....................................................   ’9
30. Telegram from J. Moore, Esq., to the same. 27 November, 1881 .................................................................................. 9
31. Telegram from the Council Clerk, Armidale, to the same, 27 November, 1834   9
32. Telegram from Messrs. Craigie and Hipgrave to tho Secretary for Lands. 27 November, 1884.................................. 9
33. Telegram from Mr. B. A. Mosos to the same, with minute. 28 November, 1884.................................................... 9
34. Telegram from the Crown Lands Agent, Glen Innes, to the Under Secretary for Lands. 29 November, 1884 ...... 9
35. Telegram from Mr. E. Grover to the Secretary for Lands. 29 November, 1884 ..........................................   9
36. Telegram from the Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. B. A. Mosos. 1 December, 1884 ............................................. 9
37. Telegram from Messrs. G aw thorp. Grossman, and Garvin to the Secretary for Lands. 1 December, 1884 .............. 9
38. Telegram from Mr. A. W. Simpson to the same. 2 December, 1884............................................................   10
39. Telegram from the same to the same. 2 December, 1884........................................................   10
40. Telegram from Mr. G. R. Gill to the same. 2 December, 1884 ...................................................................................... 10
41. Minute by the Acting Colonial Secretary. 3 December, 1884..................................................................................    10
42. Mr. J. M'Mastcr to the Under Secretary for Lands. 4 December, 1884 .....................................................■............... 10
43. J. Moore, Esq., to the Executive Council. 4 December, 1884 ...... ....................................... .......................................... 11
44. Telegram from Mr. E. Grover to the Under Secreiary for Lands. 4 December, 1884.................................................. 11
45. Telegram from J. Moore, Esq., to the Secretary for Lands. 9 December, 1884 .......................................................... 11
46. Mr. Chief Inspector Ereemau to tho Under Secretary for Lands, with minutes. 10 December, 1834 ...................... 11
4?. Telegram from the Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. E. Grover. 11 December, 1884 .............................................. 12
48. Telegram from the same to Dr. Segol. 11 December, 1881............................................................................................. 12
49. Telegram from the same to Mr. J. Barry. 11 December, 1884 ..................................................................................... 12
60. Deputation from the residents of Armidale, with enclosure.............................................................................................. 12
51. Telegram from Messrs. Craigie and Hipgrave to the Secretary for Lands. 16 December, 1884..................................  13
52. Telegram from District Surveyor Chard to the same. 16 December, 1884 .................................................................. 13
53. Telegram from the Council Clerk, Armidale, to tho Under Secretary for Lands. 16 December, 1884 ........................ 13
64. District Surveyor Chard^to the same. 19 January, 1885.........................................................................................     13
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REMOVAL OP LAND OLEICE FRO AT ARMIDALE TO GLEN INNES.

No. 1. '
Memorandum Ijy Suweyor-General.

Mr. Houston, Surveyor-Genei’al's Office, Syclnej', 4 Kovemljer, 1884.
Mr. Ciiavd states that (he only building large enough for Land and Survey Offices at Armidale 

is the new Telegraph Office, and suggests that it should be borrowed till a new building can be erected.— 
P.F.A. T have telegraphed for the space in the building now occupied, ifcc.—P.F.A.

No. 2.
Telegram from Surveyor-General to District Surveyor Chard.

Sydney, 4 ^November, 1884,
Kindly send sketch showing space available in line whole building now occupied by District Survey Office, 
and ascertain if owner is willing to add to it, and on what terms.

No. 3.
District Surveyor Chard to The Surveyor-General.

Sir, Armidale, 4 November, 1884.
_ In reply to the enclosed telegram I have sent the sketch requested.

The present office occupied by me consists only of the first floor, rented at £50 per annum, four rooms.
The whole building may be rented for £125 per annum, the owner having offered it to me the past 

few days at that price, and I am to let him know in December.
On the ground floor there are four rooms, each 15 ft. x 14 ft.; on the first floor are four rooms, 

each 15 ft. x 14 ft., two small attic rooms above, suitable for storing material, two kitchen rooms, about 
15 x 14 each.

There are thus ten rooms, besides attics, which I estimate will accommodate twenty draftsmen or 
other officers, and leaving besides one room for myself and one as a waiting-room for the public.

The place is mortgaged by the owner. 1 think it is almost unnecessary’ to ask if they are willing to 
add to it, as 1 should be at once met with the query—How long will you take it for?

I shall be in Sydney in about a fortnight, and submit the matter wait till then. I think, however, 
it would be well to secure it not later than the end of November.

I have, &c.,
J. S. CHARD,

-------  D.S.
Minutes on Mo. 3.

Mr. Houston,—I do not think the promises now occupied will provide sufficient accommodation. 
Mr. Chard suggested that the new Telegraph Office should he borrowed till a new building could he erected. 
Has this been considered?—P.P.A., G November.

The premises described by Mr. Chard will quarter the survey staff, assuming them to be satisfactory 
as to light, ifco. Mr. Chard should perhaps be telegraphed to, to ascertain whether suitable additions can be 
made for the accommodation of the Land Board staff, which would be three rooms of GOO, 225, and 400 square 
feet (superficial space) respectively. He might also be informed that the premises would in all probability 
be taken for a term of five years.—W. Houston, G November, 1884. The Surveyor-GeneraL

No. 4.
Telegram from Surveyor-General to District Surveyor Cliard.

Sydney, 6 November, 1884.
Please ascertain whether suitable additions can be made for the accommodation of the local Land Board 
staff, which would bo three rooms of 600, 225, aud 400 square feet (superficial space) respectively. The 
premises would in all probability be taken for five years.

No. 5. *
Telegram from District Surveyor Cliard to Surveyor-General.

Armidale, 7 November, 1884.
I expect to obtain suitable accommodation for local Land Board; ample space and convenient situation. 
Intend explaining the matter to you verbally in Sydney next Wednesday.
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No. 6.
Telegram from Mr. IB. A. Moses to Secretary for Lands.

Armidale, 7 November, 1S84.
Repotlted local papers Land Office to be removed to Glen Innes ; inhabitants indignant; shall I contradict!

4

> Minute on ATo. 6.

Reply, it is not contemplated to remove the office to Glen Innes.—J.S.'B'., 8/11/84.

No. 7.
Telegram from Under-Secretary for Lands to Mr. IB. A. Moses.

It is not contemplated to remove the Land Office to Glen Innes.
Sydney, 8 November, 1884.

No. 8.
Memorandum by Surveyor-General.

Mr. Houston, Survcyor-Generars Office, Sydney, 12 November, 1884.
Mr. Chard advises that an offer be made to rent the new Town Hall at Armidale, for Lands 

and Survey Offices ; that allotment S of section 7 be resumed and a suitable building erected.
He thinks that T400 would be about the rent of the Town Hall whilst the new building is in 

erection.
Nailing this, the loan of the new Telegraph Office, but it will nob be ready for three or four months.
The third course, to borrow and repair (£150) the old Public School, during the erection of Lands 

building. The school is not large enough, however, to house the whole and provide a Court-room 
apparently.—P.F.A.

Mr. Chard made a plan of the vacant land behind the Telegraph Office ; this should be examined 
with view to erection of a two-story building.—P.F.A,

No. 9.
Memorandum by District Surveyor Chard.

Sydney, 13 November, 1884.
Coxcerxixg obtaining offices at Armidale for local Land Board, District Surveyor, and Land Agent, I 
submit the following :—

1. It would undoubtedly be desirable to have these three offices combined in one building.
2. I understand it is intended to erect suitable buildings within two years.
3. The only building suitable for tho three offices is the new Town Hall. Its length is about 70 feet, 

breadth about 40. In addition, a large stage 30 x 30 fully; three or four small rooms, about 20 x 20, 
and a small gallery. The light is excellent, the building healthy and new, situation central. I have 
not made any inquiries as to whether it is obtainable, because the matter would have to go before the 
Municipal Council. If it will suit the Government—and I think it will be the best arrangement they can 
make—I would recommend wiring to the Mayor of Armidale offering £400 per annum for two years. 
It will take some time for them to consider and reply. (Present rent of D. S. Office and O. L. Office, 
about £100 per annum, will be abolished.)

4. The next suggestion is to obtain permission from the Minister for Fducation for the use of the old 
Public School; this contains about 3,200 superficial area, besides kitchen, Ac., which could be used for 
packing up plans, Ac. The divisions of the building arc shown on sketch; the question arises whether it 
will contain the three offices. As I know nothing of the arrangements concerning Board I can hardly 
say, the area being a trifle under my estimate. The building lias rather a desolate appearance, and will 
require the expenditure of about £150 to £175 to renovate and make necessary •alterations and 
windows. It is not what may be called a very healthy building, being somewhat old and fusty and not 
particularly well drained, but there is nothing absolutely injurious. The situation is about 30 chains from 
business centre.

The above are the only buildings available that have any approach to containing the three offices in 
one, unless the Telegraph Department will grant us the use of their new office for twelve months; this 
building, however, will not be available for perhaps four months.

If the offices remain separate. The Crown Land Agent has already his office centrally situate, 
though it is small. A Board-room, about 30 x 20, could be obtained two doors off, together with some 
small rooms attached. (Estimated cost, £80 to £130 per annum).

The District Surveyor's Office would then have to remain where it is. It is a suitable building, but 
-f of a mile from the Land Office and business centre of town. Four rooms are at present occupied, at a 
rent of £50 per annum. There are six other rooms available of similar size, and the whole is under offer 
to me at £125 per annum. There are ten rooms 15 x 14 ; 2,100 superficial feet, good light. Only objection 
is the separation from the other offices, which must be central. I do not think this objection is very 
important as a temporary arrangement. A good office ought to be built as early as possible.

J. S. CHARD,
District Surveyor, Armidale.

3finute$
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Minutis on No, 0.
It is suggested, before further action is taken, that the Mayor of Armidale he invited to submit for 

the consideration of tho Government, as to suitability for offices for the accommodation of the Local land 
Board and staff, an oiler of the new Town Hall or any part of it that may be available. The Government 
■would desire to be informed if any part of the building is occupied, and if so for what purpose; also, whether 
partitions could be erected where considered necessary. A sketch plan should be supplied of each floor, 
showing the dimensions of rooms, <fcc., situation of doors and windows, &c., together with the usual informa
tion respecting the term of lease and rental. It may also be added that an immediate reply is required.^— 
W. H., 14/11/84. Yes.—C.O., 14/11/84. It is suggested that a telegram be sent to Mr. Moore asking
him to advise by wire when an answer may be expected to the letter of the 15th instant, as the arrange
ments must be concluded without delay.—W.H., 20/11/84. The Undcr-Secrctary for Lands. Yes. 
C.O., 20/11/84.

No. 10.
The Tinder Secretary for Lands to J. Moore, Esq., Mayor of Armidale.

gir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 15 November, 1884.
It having been suggested, by Mr. District Surveyor J. S. Chard, that the new Town Hall at 

Armidale is the most suitable building that can be obtained there for the purposes of the working and 
administration of the provisions of the Crown Lands Act of 1884, I have the honor, by direction of Mr. 
Secretary barn ell, to invite you to submit, for the consideration of the Government, an offer of the premises 
mentioned, or any part thereof that may be available for, the accommodation of the local Land Board staff.

2. The Government would desire to be informed if any part of the building is occupied, and if so, 
for what purpose, also whether partitions could be erected where considered necessary.

3. A sketch plan should bo supplied of each floor, showing the dimensions of the rooms, &c., 
situation of doors and windows, with the usual information respecting the term of lease and rental..

4. I am to add that, in view of the urgency of the matter, the Secretary for Lands is desirous of 
being supplied with the foregoing particulars as soon as possible.

I have, ite.,
F. H. WILSON,

(For the Under Secretary).

No. 11.
The Council Clerk, Armidale, to The Under Secretary for Lands.

g;rj Council Chambers, Armidale, 18 November, 1884.
In reply to your letter of the 15th instant to the Mayor, re the acquiring the new Town Hall, 

or any portion thereof available for the accommodation of the local Land Board and stafl, I have the honor 
to inform you that it would be impossible to let the new Town Hall for purposes named; but the old 
Town Hall adjoining and other buildings would be available ; and as they are very spacious, and partitions 
could easily be erected, it is thought that they would afford ample accommodation. Should they suit your 
purposes, the matter of rent could easily be adjusted, as the Council would be prepared to make every 
concession possible to meet your requirements. _

I enclose you a plan of the old Town Hall and rooms off same, all of which you could have except 
the Library and Beading-room as shown on plan. The sizes are given, so that you see there is a largo 
floor space, and temporary partitions could easily be erected. Awaiting reply,—

I am, &c.t
CHARLES WILSON,

_____  Council Clerk.
Minute on No. 11. <

Mr. District Surveyor Chard requested verbally to give report on old Town Hall, offered herein.— 
W.H., 22/11/84. '

No. 12.
Telegram from Mr. E. Grover to W. J. Eergusson, Esq., M.P.

(Presented by Mr. W. J. Fcrgusson, M.P.)
Fitz Evan Chambers, Sydney, 18 November, 1884.

First resolution—“That in the opinion of this meeting, Glen Innes being the most central]}'and con
veniently settled town in New' England, it is desirable to petition the Minister for Lands that the head 
centre of the Land Board under the Crown Lands Act of 1884, for the land duties of New England, be 
established at Glen Innes.” Second resolution—“ That the resolution as read be adopted and forwarded 
to the Member for the district, for presentation to the Minister for Lands.”

No. 13.
Telegram from Mr. E. Grover to W. L Eergusson, Esq., M.P.

(Presented by Mr. W. J. Fcrgusson, M.P.)
Fitz Evan Chambers, Sydney, 18 November, 1884.

That, in view of the Crown Lands Act of 1884 coming into operation on the 1st day of January next, 
and of the establishment of local Land Boards thereunder, your Petitioners respectively request that Glen 
Innes be appointed ns one of the centres of such Board.
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That Glen Innes is situated in the centre of New England Land District, between the Queensland 
Border and the southern boundary, and is also centrally situated in respect of its eastern and western boundaries.

That it would be a saving of time and expense to those having occasion to attend such Court, if Glen 
Innes is made the head centre of the Land Board of this District.

That for many miles surrounding Glen Innes is thickly populated with selectors.
_ _ That your petitioners are informed and believe that Tamworth will be made tho centre of that Land

District. Armidale is only 75 miles distant from there, and is accessible by train in a few hours.
That the distance from Armidale to the northern boundary of the How England Land District is 

about 140 miles, whereas from Glen Innes to the north boundary is only 76 miles, and the distance of 
Armidale to the south boundary is only 50 miles, and from Glen Innes to the south boundary is 114 miles, 
which proves that Glen Innes is the most centrally situated town of the Xew England Land District.

That, in view of the construction of railway lines from Grafton to Glen Innes, and thence west to 
Inverell, the town of Glen Innes will thus be made the point of convergence, north, south, east, and west, of 
railway communication, and will thus greatly facilitate the despatch of business, both with the public and 
the Lands Department. _ EDWAJRD GBOVER,

- Chairman.

6

. No. 14
Telegram from J. Moore, Esq., to R. L. Murray, Esq., MT.

(Presented by Mr. Murray, M.P.)
_ Inverell, 19 November, 1884.

The people here think Glen Innes more central than Annidale for Land Court. Meeting to be held 
here Friday about it.

No. 15.
Telegram from Mr. E. Grover to W. J. Eergusson, Esq., M.P.

, Glen Innes, 19 November, 1884.
Suitable premises for temporary Land Offices can- be obtained in brick buildings opposite TnttersalPs 
Hotel. -

No. 15£. .
Telegram from Under Secretary for Lands to J. Moore, Esq.

. , - . Sydney, 20 November, 1884.
Please intimate by wire when an answer to my letter of loth instant may be expected ; arrangements 
must be concluded without delay. -

No. 16.
Telegram from J. Moore, Esq., to Under Secretary for Lands.

^ Armidale, 21 November, 1884,
Council Clerk replied to your lettbr of 15th on the 18th instant, enclosing plan of building.

No. 17.
Memorandum by District-Surveyor Cliard.

Memo, concerning old Town Hall, Annidale. (See sketch.) 
The Hall is centrally situated.

It is not well lighted, but otherwise good.
Extra room a is a good and well-lighted room.

c > Useless, except for stores.
d)

My office must now remain where it is for the present, as there is no other suitable building. It will 
answer for all my requirements.

For Board Room there is the choice of old Public School, old Town Hall, and room near Land 
Agent’s. '

, ^lr; °W Public School there is ample room for their requirements, but it is separated 20 chains from 
my office and 40 from Land Office, and 30 from centre of town.

Town Hall is centrally situated for business centre, but is separated 10 chains from Land Agent, and 
50 from my office, and the extra rooms are not sufficient.

Room near Land Agent’s is only two doors from Land Agent, and 60 chains from my office. The 
extra rooms upstairs will be pretty warm to work in.

The old Public School, or west part of it, would perhaps be the best choice for the Board-rooms as a 
temporary arrangement till new offices are built, The site is not far from my office.

24 November, 1884.
Minutes on Jfo. 17.

J. S. CHARD,
D.S.

_ bt appears to be impossible to obtain suitable accommodation at Armidale j and as the probability of 
doing so very materially affected the recommendation of Armidale as a centre, I now beg to suggest that it 
would be desirable to endeavour to obtain premises at Glen Innes, as there can be no doubt as to the eligibility 
of the latter as a centre.—C.O., 24/11/84. Appd.—J.S.F., 25/11/84.

No. 18.
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No. 18.
Memorandum by Mr. Houston.

Memo.—Accommodation is required at Armidale for thirteen hands, District Surveyor, and Chief Drafts
man (for Survey Office),

Equal to about ... ... 1,700 square feet
Store-room do ... ... 200 „

1,000 square feet.

For the local Land Board the following space is required :—
Court-room ... ... ... 600 square feet
Local Land Board Office ... 225 „
For clerical staff ... ... 400 „

1,225 square feet, or about 3,100 square feet in all. 

The Under Secretary for Lands. W.H., 25 Nov. /84.

. No. 19. .
Telegram from Under Secretary for Lands to Crown Lands Agent, Glen Innes.

• 25 November/84.
Please report by wire whether office accommodation can be obtained at Glen Tnnes, in the event of it 
being determined to establish a Land and Survey Office there. Space required, about 3,100 square feet. 
State rent, and situation as regards Banks, &c.

No. 20.
Telegram from Council Clerk, Armidale, to Under Secretary for Lands.

Armidale, 25 November/84.
Mckicipal Council meets to-night. If you require hall, of which plans were sent you, please wire reply, 
as rent and particulars can be arranged at Council meeting to-night,

- Mw\mU on No. 20,
The space is not sufficient, and portion of it is quite unsuitable.—C.O., 25 Nov./84.

No. 21.
Telegram from Under Secretary for Lands to Council Clerk, Armidale.

25 November/84.
The space is not sufficient, and portion of it is quite unsuitable.

No. 22. '
Telegram from J. Moore, Esq., to District Surveyor Chard.

, Armidale, 26 November/84.
Council have unanimously decided last night to let Government have the new Town Hall for Lands Office. 
Mr. Farnell wired to.

* No. 23.
Telegram from Council Clerk, Armidale, to Under Secretary for Lands.

' Armidale, 26 November/84.
Municipal Council decided last night to let you have new Town Hall, which is one of largest and best 
buildings out of Sydney, for temporary Land Office. When would you want possession of it 1

Minute on No. 23.
■ In view' of this telegram, it is suggested that the attention of the Mayor of Armidale be directed to 

the letter of the 15th instant, and au-immediate answer requested upon all the poinbs mentioned therein, by 
wire. Urgent.—W.H., 26 Nov./84.

No. 23£.
Telegram from Under Secretary for Lands to The Council Clerk, Armidale.

26 November/84.
Youe'attention is directed to my letter of the 15th instant, and an immediate answer requested upon all 
the points mentioned therein.

No. 24.
Telegram from Mr. E. Grover, to W. J. Eergusson, Esq., M.P.

(Presented by Mr. Fergusson, M.P.)
. Fitz Evan Chambers, Castlcrcagh-street, Sydney, 26 November, 1884.

Brick building opposite Tattersall’s Hotel obtainable. Contains four rooms, each 20 by 15, and kitchen. 
Bent, I think, thirty shillings per week. Can obtain possession twenty-fourth December. Will this do 
for Land and Survey Office ? If this will not do, send word wdiat would be required.

No. 25.
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No. 25.
Telegram from Council Clerk, Armidale, to W. C. Proctor, Esq., M.P.

(Presented bv Mr. Proctor, M.P.)
' Chambers, Pitt-street, 26 November, 1884.

I send you following resolutions, unanimously carried at full Council Meeting last night, for presentation 
by you to Minister for Lands. Do all you can at once in the matter. Council last night offered Minister 
for Lands new Town Hall for temporary Land Offices, which is only suitable building in Armidale. Act 
promptly, as great influence is being brought to bear to have it removed to Glen Innes.

Resolutions:—That we view with surprise the undue efforts made by Glen Innes people to have Land 
Office removed from Armidale to Glen Innes, and we think the following facts clearly show that Armidale 
is undoubtedly entitled to the Land Office :— _

1. Armidale is nearer the geographical centre of Land District than Glen Innes.
2. Walcha alone, which is 40 miles south of Armidale, has more selections than either Glen

Innes, Inverell, or Tenterfield, and Armidale aud Walcha together have more than double 
the number of selections contained in all the rest of the land districts put together, clearly 
showing that a gross injustice would he done to a large majority of the selectors by removing 
the Land Office from Armidale. _ _

3. Parliament has already voted a large sum of money for new Land Offices m Armidale on a
suitable site selected for the purpose. _ "

4. Suitable temporary offices can be obtained in Armidale for the largo staff required to carry out
the new Land Act, and there are plenty of private houses for the accommodation of the 
families connected witli the staff.

5. We venture to assert that there is neither suitable offices nor private house accommodation to
be obtained in Glen Innes. _

For foregoing reasons alone, without many others which could be brought forward, we think no 
Government would do Armidale the gross and palpable injustice of taking the Land Office to Glen Innes. 

Above resolutions to be forwarded by wire to Mr, Proctor, for presentation to Minister for Lands.

8

■ No. 26.
Telegram from Crown Lands Agent, Glen Innes, to Under Secretary for Lands.

26 November, 1884.
In reply to your telegram, have made all inquiries. Accommodation difficult to procure, but have succeeded 
in obtaining for your consideration the following buildings, which will make up the required floor space : — 
Barry Music Hall, situated in Grey-street, opposite Post and Telegraph Office and Court-house. Dimensions : 
27 feet by 74i feet inside, two back rooms about 10 by 8 ; floor-space about 2,158 feet; rent £200 per 
annum. This rent may seem high, but it is the only place suitable and procurable, and the position is 
central and convenient. To make up requisite area a four-roomed, two-story building, also in Grey-street, 
opposite Tattorsalls Hotel, each room 17 by 15, also detached kitchen 14 by 10; floor space about 
1,160 feet; total, 3,318 feet; rent, £75 per annum. Both buildings are built of brick, and are in good 
repair, Barry’s building is situated about -50 yards and the latter about 200 yards from the Bank of New 
South Wales.

No. 27.
Mr. J. Barry to W. J. Eergusson, Esq., M.P.

(Presented by Mr. Fergusson, M.P.)
Dear Sir, _ Sydney, 26 November, 1884. _

I have much pleasure in furnishing you with particulars of the property known as the Music 
Hall, Glen Innes, which are as follows, viz.:—Dimensions, 75 ft. long; 30 ft, wide, clear inside walls, 
and 15 ft. high, i.e. from floor to ceiling ; 14-in. brickwork throughout; rental, £200 per annum,

I have, &c.,
JAMES BARRY.

No. 28.
The Council Clerk, Armidale, to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Council Chambers, Armidale, 26 November, 1884.
I have the honor to send you, under separate cover, the plans of our new Town Hall, by which 

you will see the exact size of all the rooms. All the buildings shown on these plans you can have. ^ You 
will observe that there are several large rooms underneath main floor, and also that there is a kind of 
gallery across one end of hall, with three large rooms upstairs. Partitions, if required, could easily bo 
erected.

The Council will rent it to you for one or two years, or any term required by you. ' _
If the premises suit, a special meeting of the Council will be convened to decide on rent, which will 

be reasonable, as the Council desires to assist you in every way possible to get suited.
1 have, &e,,

CHAS. WILSON,
Council Clerk,

P.S,—Several theatrical companies from Sydney and elsewhere have applied to rent the Hall during 
next three months, and as soon as we definitely know your decision of course wc will decline all such 
applications, and would therefore like to know as soon as possible.

No. 29,
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No. 29.
The Crown Lands Agent, Glen Innes, to The Under Secretary for Lands.

_ . 27 November /84.
Can obtain Temperance Hall, floor apace 1,27G ft. ; situated in East-street, about 13 chains from Hank of 
Now South Wales; rent, £52 per annum. Would require repairs to the amount of about £20.

No. 30.
Telegram from J. Moore, Esq., to Under Secretary for Lands.

^ Armidale, 27 November /84.
Original plana and other information posted this morning—get them tomonw.

No. 31.
Telegram from Council Cleric, Armidale, to Under Secretary for Lands.

Annidale, 27 November, 1881.
Authorized by Council to state rent new Town Hall for any period you may want it £300 a year; all 
other particulars with plans posted you this morning will reach you to-morrow morning.

No. 32.
Telegram from Messrs. Craigie & Hipgrave to Secretary for Lands.

Armidale, 27 November /84.
It has been stated here we advocate removal Land Board to Glen Innes. We desire to state emphatically 
that in our opinion a great injustice would be done New England if Board were centered in other town than 
Armidale.

• No. 33.
Telegram from Mr. B. A. Moses to Secretary for Lands.

.... Armidale, 28 November 784.
MONSTER public indignation meeting called by Mayor for Monday. Whole district agitated on 
the matter re reported removal of Land Court to Glen Times. I gave publicity to Under Secretary’s wire 
of the 8th instant, then contradicting rumour. Wire if I may now contradict rumour of removal.

Jlfinuie on No. 33.
Nothing finally decided.—J.S.F., 1/12/84.

No. 3d;.
Telegram from Crown Lands Agent, Glen Innes, to Under Secretary for Lands.

. ... Cden Innes, 29 November /84.
Hr. Segol has placed his two-story building—eight rooms, floor space about 2,000 feet—under 
offer. The building is made of weatherboard, lined throughout with cedar, is situated almost across the 
street from Barry’s Music Hall, and is nearly adjacent to Court-house and Post and Telegraphic Offices, 
also near Bank of Now South Wales. Bent, two pounds per week.

No. 35.
Telegram from Mr. E. Grover to Secretary for Lands.

. . Glen Innes, 29 November/84.
Agitation in Armidale re Land centre simply the outcome of jealousy. We are satisfied that you 
-e a/'r'ire that the Mayor’s telegraphic statements arc utterly incorrect. As statistics prove, you are aware 
that Glen Innes is tho most central place, and that its lands, with those of Inverell, are unequalled, We 
are quite content to leave the matter in your hands.

No. 30.
Telegram from Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. B. A. Moses.

Nothing finally decided. i December, 1884,

No. 37.
Telegram from Messrs. Gawthorp, Grossman, and Garvin, to Secretary for Lands.

^ . Armidale, 1 December, 1884.
Uan oner for sale Tattersall’s Hotel, Annidale, containing twenty-two rooms in main building, 
sixteen rooms in out-offices, stables, buggy-houses, &c. Building three-story, occupies 60 feet frontage to 
Beardy-street, suitable for Land Office. Price £6,000.

167—B No. 38,
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No. 38.
Telegram from Mr. A. W. Simpson to Secretary for Lands. ■ '

Armidale, 2 December, 1884.
The petition of the inhabitants of Armidale and surrounding district humbly showeth : First—That 
Armidale is the centre of settlement in New England, as shown by statistics under; that five hundred and 
forty-nine different selections were made at Armidale during the past twelve months, whilst at Glen Innes 
and Inverell together there were only two hundred and sixty-one in same period; that 2,232 selections in 
tho Armidale district are not yet dealt with by the Commissioner, and must come before the Board ; that 
selection has increased greatly in Armidale District during past twelve months, and must continue to increase; 
that the interest on selections payable at Armidale Office is about twenty thousand pounds annually; that 
revenue received at Armidale Office far exceeds the amount received at Glen Innes and Tenterfield
put together. . _ _

Second—That Armidale is established centre of New England District, and great private injury and 
injustice would be done to many Government Officers established here by a removal of centre to Glen Innes.

Third—That a site has been resumed for Land Office here, and money voted for its erection ; that 
the head-quarters of District Surveyor, Commissioner of Inquiry Courts, and Inspector of Conditional 
Purchases are established here; that better accommodation is offered in Armidale for Survey Staff, both 
as to offices and residences, than could be obtained elsewhere. _

Fourth—That the Land ’District has been altered in its configuration so as to make Annidale almost 
exactly the geographical centre of the district. _ _

Fifth—That for the foregoing, and many other reasons which might be advanced, your petitioners 
respectfully submit that the Central Lands and Survey Offices be established at Armidale.

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c.

10

No. 39.
Telegram from Mr. A. W. Simpson to Secretary for Lands.

Armidale, 2 Dec., /84.
First,—That this meeting having heard witli great surprise the rumours of the contemplated removal of 
the Central Land Department from Armidale to Glen Innes, the claims of the former city being paramount, 
and the accommodation offered for the greatly increased Survey Department, under Act of eighteen hundred 
and eighty-four, being superior to any obtainable in any other town.

Second resolution,—That the City of Armidale has been recognised by all preceding Governments as 
the chief centre of New England. That the great land business transacted at and the large revenue derived 
from Annidale, compared with any Other town in New England, as shown by statistics, clearly proves that 
Armidale has only received justice, and that a gross injustice would be done by establishing the Central 
Land Department elsewhere. _

Third,—That the foregoing resolutions be forwarded by telegram to the Mayor of Armidale, now in 
Sydney, for presentation to the Hon. J. S. Farnell, Minister for Lands, and Member for the District.

No. 40.
Telegram from Mr. G. R. Gill to Secretary for Lands.

Walcha, 2 December, /84.
At a large and influential meeting held here last night the following resolutions were carried:—

1st,—This Meeting learns with astonishment the proposal of the Government to establish the Central 
Land Court under the new Land Act at Glen Innes instead of Armidale—the latter being the most central 
position. ... .

2nd,—This Meeting respectfully begs to point out that such a step would be a great injustice to this 
important portion of the district.

3rd,—This Meeting desires to draw tho attention of the Honorable the Minister for Lands to the 
fact that the Land Office has only been established at Walcha for a little over seven years, and during that 
period over one hundred and sixty-one thousand acres have been conditionally purchased, while the revenue 
during that period from this portion of the district amounts to over one hundred and thirty thousand pounds.

No. 41. ,
Minute by Acting Colonial Secretary.

“ Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney.
The Cabinet approve that the head-quarters of the local Land Board and Survey Office shall be at Glen 
Innes. W.B.D.

3/12/84.

No. 42.
Mr. J. McMastcr to The Tinder Secretary for Lands.

gir Glendon, Glen Innes, 4 December, 1884.
Seeing that the Government have decided to establish the Land Board under the new Lands 

Act at Glen Innes, I have the honor to inform you that I have a building in Fcrgusson-street, close to the 
buildings now occupied by the Crown Lands Agent. _ _ _

The building is at present occupied by the Manager of the A. J. S. Bank, and his lease expires at 
the end of the year.

I have the honor to subjnit these premises to the Government as a site for the new Lands Ofhfcej and 
would refer you for fuller particulars to Mr. Boileau, the Crown Lands Agent at Glen Innes,

I have, &c.,
J. McMASTER. ■

. ‘ No. 43.
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No. 43.
J. Moore, Esq., to The Executive Council.

Gentlemen, Armidale, 4 December, 1884.
We, the undersigned, learn with much surprise the decision arrived at to make Glen Innes the 

central town of JSew England, in connection with the local Board and Survey Department under Act of 
1884.
. ,We trust ^at such decision is not irrevocable, and would most respectfully ask that any trusted and 
impartial officer be sent to the towns of Glen Innes and Armidale, to examine and report upon the accom
modation afforded in each place, not only for the Survey Staff and Local Board for the transaction of 
business, but also as to the possibilities of each town with respect to houses suitable for quarters.

As Armidale has always been the capital of New England, and, in spite of misleading statements to 
the contrary, can be shown to bo nearer to the centre of this large district than any other town, we respect
fully submit our request is not unreasonable, and will rest perfectly satisfied with tho result of such inquiry 
and report. We have, <fcc.,

JOHN MOORE, J.P., Mayor.
John Tuim, Alderman. John Bliss, Alderman.
G. Holmes, do C. Thompson, do
Win. Butler, do Wm. Seahrook, do
John Harper, do C. W. Tompson, do.

And three hundred and eighty (380) other signatures.

No. 44.
Glen Innes, 4 December, 1884.

Telegram from Mr. E. Grover to Under Secretary for Lands.
Wili. have pleasure in contracting to make alterations required to buildings for Lands and Survey Offices 
here before first of January next, if ordered at once.

No. 45.
Telegram from J. Moore, Esq., to Secretary for Lands.

,, t, ' Armidale, 9 December, 1884.
rnn. J?reeman passed through to-day on return to Sydney. Kindly telegraph him at Murrurundi or 
Newcastle to return to Armidale and carry out prayer of petition by reporting on accommodation here.

No. 46.
Mr. Chief-Inspector Ereeman to The Under-Secretary for Lands.

Slr’ T , _ Department of Lands, Sydney, 10 December, 1884.
t * 4 do myself the honor to report that, in accordance witli your directions, I proceeded to Glen
Innes for the purpose of examining premises available for Land Board Offices.

The best accommodation obtainable, Mr. Barry’s Music Hall (a brick building opposite tho Court- 
Houso and Post and Telegraph Office), if subdivided and added to as per design and specification herewith, 
and used in conjunction with Dr. Scgol’s wooden building (locally known as the Temperance Hotel) will be 
"2 ^a1^Vnr the Necessary alterations and additions to the Music Hall can be effected at a cost

10s' i and tl,e Temperance Hotel can be cleaned, repaired, and added to for £110, as per tender of 
Mr. Edward Grover, a responsible gentleman, at present Mayor of tho town. Mr. Barry’s hall can be 
rented for £200 per annum, and Dr. Segol’s premises for £100.

The Government having decided to establish offices at Glen Innes, I beg respectfully to recommend 
that the premises specified be leased j also that Mr. Grover’s offer to effect necessary repairs, alterations
and additions for a total sum of £427 10s. be accepted.

Having in view the speed with which tho work is to be carried out, and the cost of building at 
Glen Innes, the amount of Mr, Grover’s tender is not excessive.

It is reported that the Government contemplate erecting a new Court-house on a site lately 
resumed. If this bo done the present building should be secured for the Lands Department, as with about 
two or three additional rooms (space for which is available within the land enclosed for Court purposes) the 
place will be well adapted for Land Board and Survey Offices.

I would therefore suggest that the temporary offices be leased for a term of three years, witli rmbt 
of extension for a further period of (say) two years, in case tho new Court-house be not available at the end 
of the first term as anticipated. I iiave .

STEPHEN EREEMAN,
Inspector of Land Offices,

Minutes on No. 46.
Submitted for decision.-C.O., 10/12/84. Approved—J.S.F., 11/12/84. Telegrams accordingly 

to Dr. Segol, Mr. James Bunqq and Mr, E. Grover; copies herewith.—12‘50 p.m., 11 Dec., 1884. Copy 
of sketch of Music Hall (as designed for subdivision) forwarded to Mr, Grover, 13/12/84, by semi-official 
note.—S.F. ' J

No. 47.
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No. 47.
Telegram from Under Secretary''for Lands to Mr. E. Grover.

11 December, 1884.
Your tender for alterations, additions, and repairs to Barry's Music Hall and the Temperance Hotel, as 
per specification, letter and telegram, for sura of four hundred and twenty-seven pounds ten shillings 
(£427 10s.) accepted, Mr. Barry's premises are to be taken from the thirteenth instant, and Dr. Segol’s 
from twentieth instant. Dr. Segol lias been requested to allow you access to the building within a few days.

No. 48.
Telegram from Under Secretary for Lands to Ur. Segol.

11 December, 1884.
Your ofler of premises at Glen Innes known as Temperance Hotel accepted ; terms—a three years’ lease 
from twentieth instant, with right of renewal for further period of two years if desired by Government; 
rent at rate of one hundred pounds (£100) per annum.

No. 49.
Telegram from Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. Barry.

11 December, 1884.
Your offer of premises at Glen Innes known as Barry’s Music Hall, with sufficient yard room for necessary 
out-offices, accepted ; terms—a three years’ lease from thirteenth instant, with right of renewal for further 
period of two years if desired by Government; power reserved to lessee to effect any alteration deemed 
necessary; rent at rate of two hundred pounds (£200) per annum.

No. 50.
Statement of the Deputation from Armidale.

It having been frequently stated by Ministers of the Crown that deputations leave no record of their 
utterances to which the Minister can refer, we, the undersigned members of the Deputation from Armidale, 
present the following summary of the grounds upon which we protest, in the name of the inhabitants of 
Southern New England, against the contemplated establishment of the central Land and Survey Offices at 
Glen Innes. _ ,

We respectfully submit that, inasmuch as Annidale is more centrally situated than Glen Innes, is 
double the size of that town, contains nearly twice as many inhabitants, and has hitherto been the recognized 
centre, we may fairly ask what advantages Glen Innes has over Armidale to entitle it to be made the 
centre for the administration of the new Land Act. _

We unhesitatingly assert that hotter office accommodation is offered at Armidale than at Glen Innes, 
and we present a petition to the Minister from the people of Armidale asking that an unbiased officer, in 
whom the Government can place confidence, be sent to examine and report upon the accommodation 
available in the two towns. We are confident that such a report would uphold our assertion ; and wc 
venture to remind the Minister that, although an officer was sent to report upon the accommodation at 
Glen limes, that officer did not make a similar report at Armidale.

There are many officers connected with the Lands and Survey Departments who have bought property, 
built houses, and established homes for themselves at Armidale. Unless it be shown that the Land Act 
can be better administered from Glen Innes as a centre than from Armidale, we think these officers arc 
hardly treated in being compelled to break up their homes and sell their properties; nor is it fair that 
Armidale should be to any extent depopulated, unless in the public interests, _

In several districts, we have observed, the Government have thought it best to establish the central 
offices in large towns which arc not centrally situated, in preference to small towns having that advantage— 
Tamworth being chosen in place of Gunnedah being a case in point. Armidale can claim the central 
offices on both counts ; it is more centrally situated and far larger than Glen Innes. _ _

Several misstatements have been made with regard to Southern New England, and Armidale in 
particular, which we desire to correct. It has been said that Armidale is on the extreme southern boundary 
of New England. The map attached to this document is issued from tho Surveyor-General’s Office, and the 
district over which the Land Board for New England will preside is coloured pink. It will be seen by 
reference to this map that Armidale is almost precisely in the centre of the district. In further refutation 
of this statement, we may mention that Tumally, Glen Bock, Tibue, Nowendoc, Hanging Bock, and many 
other places where there is considerable amount of selection, are situated at distances varying between 120 
and 60 miles to the south of Walcha. The estimated population in the Armidale and Walcha Land Districts 
at the commencement of this year was 14,880, not under 10,000 as has been stated. _ __ _

It may also be advisable to state that there are in the Armidale and Walcha Districts 5,446 selections, 
embracing an area of 716,305 acres, and that during this year alone there have been 580 selections made 
at these two places ; whilst at Glen Innes, Inverell, and Tenterfield, in the same period, there have been 482, 
or 98 less than the two first-mentioned towns. Over £43,000 have been collected at Armidale and Walcha 
Land Offices this year, and there are in these two districts nearly 2,500 selections not yet dealt with, which 
will have to be referred to the local Land Board.

Edwin O. Blomfield. William Drew,
B. A. Moses. John Quin.
John Bliss. Alfred Godby.
H. Head, Bu, Blaxland.
B. Hardaker. L. G, Mallam, B.M., M.B.C.S.
J. Scholes,

No. 51.



13

No. 51.
Telegram from Messrs. Craigie & Hipgrave to Secretary for Lands.

Armidale, 16 December, 1884.
Daily receiving complaints that there is no accommodation for officers, Lands Department, at Glen Innes. 
We are aware positively that good provision, moderate rents, obtainable here, whereas most outrageous 
rents are asked at Glen Innes. Trust you will accept Town Hall, rent free.

No. 52.
Telegram from District Surveyor Chard to Secretary for Lands. .

Armidale, 16 December, 1884. ,
Mu. M‘Lean informs me that offices at Glen Innes are unsuitable for drafting; dwelling-houses almost 
unobtainable. Myself and many of the staff will be much harassed.

No. 53.
Telegram from Council Clerk, Armidale, to Under Secretary for Lands.

Armidale, 16 December, 1884.
Municipal Council will let you have new Town Hall for two or three years rent free for Land Offices.

No. 54.
District Surveyor Chard to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sirj Armidale, 19 January, 1885.
The Hon. the Minister for Mines, speaking at Armidale, on 13 January, concerning Land 

Board Offices, and the delay in treating with Armidale, is reported to have said,—“The correspondence in 
this case commenced with a memo, by the Surveyor-General, dated 4th November, 1884, reciting that Mr. 
District Surveyor Chard had stated that the only building in Armidale large enough for Land Board Offices 
was the new Telegraph Office—tlie Surveyor-General adding that he had telegraphed for particulars of 
present office.”

I desire to state that at that time I had made no official report on the subject, the Surveyor- 
General’s telegram of 4th November asking for particular of present office being the first intimation received 
by me on the matter. _

If the Surveyor-Generals memo, was the result of a conversation about the middle or October, I 
think he has made an incorrect remembrance of what I said, and but for it I should probably have been 
asked for a full report on the subject on the 4th November, instead of by Mr. Houston about the 12tk

I trust that they will be placed with the papers. Such papers may be asked for at a future time, 
and I think it only fair to show that the delay has not been caused by me.

I am, &c.,
J. S, CHAED,

District Surveyor.

[Three diagrams and one map.]

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1880.

[3*.] 167—C
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No NAME N° NAME N° NAME

1 Aibury 33 Forbes 65 Nowra2 Armidale 34 den tnnes 66 Orange
3 Balranald 35 Cos ford 67 Parkes
4 B a!ran aid South 36 Cout burn 68 Parramatta
5 Bathurst 37 Grafton 69 Paterson
6 Sega 38 Grenfell 70 Penrith

7 Berrima 39 Cundagai 71 Port Macquarie
8 Bingara 40 Gunnedah 72 Queanbeyan

9 Bomba/a 41 Gunning 73 Raymond Terrace
10 Boorowa 42 Hay 74 Ry/stone
II Bourke 43 Hay North 75 Scone
12 Braidwood 44 Hi list on 76 Singleton
13 Brewarrina 45 HH/ston North 77 Stroud
14 Brewarrina East 46 Inverell 78 Tamworth
15 Camden 47 Kemps ej 79 Taree
16 Campbelltown 48 Kiama 80 Tenterfield
17 Care oar 49 L ism ore 81 Tumut
18 Casino 50 Lithgow 82 Urana
19 Cassiiis 51 Liverpool 83 Wagga Wagga
20 Co bar 52 Maitland 84 Walcha
21 Cobar East 53 Metropolitan 85 Wa/gett
22 Condoubtin 54 Miiton 86 Wa/gett North
23 Cooma 55 Motong 87 Wariaida
24 Coonabarrabran 56 Moree 88 Wellington
25 Coonamb/e 57 Moruya 89 Wentworth
26 Cootamundry 58 Mudgee 90 Wi/cannia
27 Corowa 59 Murrurundi 91 Windsor
28 Cowra 60 MunviHumbah 92 Woiombi
29 DenHiquin 61 Musdebrook 93 Wollongong
30 Dubbo 62 Narrabri 94 Yass
31 Dungog 63 Narrandera as Young
32 Eden 64 Newcastle
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly. 

NEW SOUTH WALES.

REMOVAL OE LAND OEEICE EROM. ARMIDALE TO GLEN INNES.
(FURTIIEIt COSRESPOXDENCE, Ac.)

Ordered by ihe Legislative Assembly to be printed, 27 July, 1SSG.

EETUBN (in completion) to an Order made by the Honorable *tlie Legislative 
Assembly of New South Wales, dated 24th September, ISBo, That thcic be 
laid upon the Table of this House,— #

“ (1.) Copies of all letters, papers, minutes, and other documents having 
“reference to the removal of the Lands and Survey Offices from Armidale 
“ to Glen Tnnes.
“(2.) A Return showing,— , T

“ (a) The cost of repairs to and rent of Land Office at Glen Innes,
“ and from whom rented. v i +
« (b) The total revenue received from sale or lease ot Crown lianas at 
“ Armidale, Glen Innes, Tenterfield, Inverell, and Walcha respectively. 
“ (c) Tlie number of selections made at each of the above Offices since 
“ the passing of the Crown Lands Act to 1st September. _
“ (d) The number of cases dealt with by the Local Boards in each 
“ district to 1st September.
“ (e) The number of applications for conditional leases, and for con- 
“ version of pre-leases to 1st September, in each district.
“ ( /) The estimated area of Crown Lands within each of the above

districts.
“ (g) A plan of the Land Districts of Armidale, Glen Innes, Inverell, 
“ Walcha, and Tenterfield.”

(Mr. Jxroclor.)

(«) The cost of repairs to and rent of Land Office at Glen limes, and from whom rented. 
]^KNT—£100 per annum is paid to 1. Segol and £200 per annum to James Barry.

KrrAins, Ac. 

E. Grover

J5

Fittings. <£e. ... ... ■
Laying matting, fittings, &c...................
Alterations as per contract ...
Painting, &e............................... . •
Erecting chimneys, Ac. (Survey Office)

£ B. d.
71 5 0
24 9 2

433 10 O
15 11 G
98 12 C

613 8 2

[B05 copies—Approiimate Cost of PrUiting (labour and material), £G 176. Fd.]
731—
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2
(6) The total revenue received from sale or lease of Crown Lands at Armidale, Glen Innes, Tenterfield 

lQTereI1» and Walcha respectively from Ist January to 30th September, 1885. ’

Lftnd District.

Armidale ... 
Glen Innes 
Inverell ,,,
Tenterfield... 
Walcha ...

J land K-eceipte. Mining Receipts. | Total.

£ 9. d. £ a. d. £ 6* 'd.
. 28,129 10 1 8 0 0 23,137 10 1
. 7,555 10 7 27 12 6 7,583 3 1

12,249 0 8 48 0 0 12,297 0 8
4,428 8 8 4,428 8 88,036 10 8 12 0 0 8,048 10 8

Total ... £ 55,494 13 2

/ v mu Li>3> DrsTBICTS op Abmidale, Glen Innes, Walcha, and Tenteuvield ’

(C) ThenumbCT0f elections made at each of the above Offices since the passing of the Crown Lands 
 Act to 1st September, 1883.

No. of Selections.

Armidale ...
Glen Innes ... ............................................................ 102
Inverell .. " ’ ‘' ‘1' 33
Tenterfield ... ’ 19
Walcha • 10

-------------- ----------------------------------------------------------- --- -----------
34

t Aemedale, Glen Tnnes, Invehell, Walcha, anjj Tenteheijsl]).

{d) Ihe number of cases dealt with by the Local Boards in each district to 1st September.

Armidale
Glen Innes 186
Walcha " 19
Tenterfield ’ 37
Inverell , .......................................................... 10

17

Abmihale, Glen Innes, Tenteeeield, Invebell, and Walcha.
(e) The number of applications for Conditional Leases, and for conversion of Pre-leases, to 1st September

in each district above mentioned. r ’
Under the 52nd clause.

Armidale .. 
Walcha .. 
Glen Innes.. 
Inverell .. 
Tenterfield..

345
68
29

222
78

Armidale 
Glen Lines 
Inverell 
Walcha 
Tenterfield

Aehidale, Glen Innes, Invebell, Walcha, and Tenteeeield.

(/) e8timated area of Crown Lands within each of the above districts.

District. Area.

1,667,600 acres 
1,000,420 „ 
1,216,790 „ 
1,815,148 „ 
1,222,160 .,

[Plan.]

[6d] Sydney :jThoma9 Richards,iGoiernnientPrinter, -1880.
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1SS5-6.

Legislativk Assembly.

TsT 13 W SOUTH WALES.

LAND OFFICES, GLEN INNES OE ARMIDALE.
(REYOSTS IN liKEEREXCID TO LOCATION OF.)

Ordered by ihe Legislative Assembly io he printed, 22 October, 1SSG.

EETUHN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of Hew 
Soi'th Wales, dated 29tb September, 1SSC, That there be laid upon the Table 
oi this House,—

“ Copies of all reports from tlie Land Board, or any member thereof, 
« ^sC'ict Surveyor, or any other person, in reference to tlie location of 
“ the Land Offices at Glen Innes, or their removal to Armidale/’

{Mr. 7F~. J. Fergusson.)

xo SCHEDULE.
^ iT- Fc,&,irn' '0 theSeerriaryfor Land, in reference Io the loeetionof .ho

l.nml Uoairl Ou.i'icf sit Glon Innes or Ai'niulale. Id April ]SSG...... . ...
o' ?!r' ^y'r'^'-S^n-cvor Vinlej’ to I,he L'ndcr Secretory for Landg. 19 April ISSO.........................................................
, ?,“■ Chiunnan .Blythe to I,he Under Secretary for Litidi. 19 April. ISsfi ....................................................
4. 1 ho nunc to tho sunio. 22 May, 18SG......................................... . . .. ......................................................................
o. Mr. nislrict-Sutreyor Finley to the same. 20 Mnv, 1S8S , .................................................................

PAOT!.

1
1
2
2
5

No. 1.
Memorandum from W. J. Eergusson, Esq., ALP., to The Secretary for Lands.
S'V’ T t 4. t 1 , Chnmbers, Caatlereagli-strcct, Sydney, 14 April, I8SG.

in i I(.lll^ersta,u} )'0» tavo sished Mr. Blythe, Cliairinan of Land Board, Glen Inncj, for report as
to removal of ofliccs to Annulalc. 1 thml; it only fair that the Board, as a whole, should be asked for a
Sin A mid ile ^ kD0Wn What Mr' Blylho 3 report wiU be bcfore ifc eomcs in- Mr- Blythe’s residence is

W. J. FERGUSSON.

No. 2.
Mr- District-Surveyor Finley to The Under Secretary for Lands.

'SIr, T1 , , , , , , District Survey Office, Glen Innes, 19 April, 1SSG.
1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the IGth inst, requesting me to

; ‘ ,T y0nU,twT a,r^ort,a?..to .u'hethe1, tl,c l)ubiic iaterestia best served by the location of the head 
quait-crs of «>o Land Board District at Glen Linos or Armidale. In reply I beg to say that J will 
iuimsh you with the report at as early a date as possible. It will take me some little time to obtain all

n/?UirvqUirC’ aild.1 desire t0 inake a personal inspection of tho buildings now being 
erected at Armidale before reporting. j ]i:iye ^ °

1 E.’ G. FINLEY,
_________________________ - District Purveyor.

1021—A N°' 3'

[805 copies—Approiimnte Cost of Printing Gnbouv and material), £23 4s. 3d.]
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86-2,&09 Mini.
Glen Innes,
Armidale.
Inverell.
Tenterfield.
Walclm,

No. 3.
Mr. Chairman Blvthe to The Under Secretary for Lands.&■ *'

Sir, Local Land Board Office, Glen Lines, 19 April, 1SS6.
I do myself the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, numbered as 

by the margin, requesting a general report as to whether the public interest would be better served by 
making Annidale or retaining Glen Innes as the head quarters of the Land Board districts mentioned in 
the margin, and also which place is most suitable for furthering the work of the Department.

In reply, I beg to say that I will obtain every possible information on the subject and the various 
matters touched upon in your letter, and at as early a date as possible will furnish an exhaustive report 
thereon. I have, &e.,

SYDNEY BLYTHE,
Chairman.

■No. 4.

86-2,000 Mini,
Glen Innes.
Annidale.
Inverell,
Tenterfield.
"Walcha.
Enclosures— 
Returns Land 
Agents,
Map of District. 
Plan of building 
in course of 
erection.

Mr. Chairman Blythe to The Under Secretary for Lands.
Sir, Local Land Board Office, Armidale, 22 May, ISSO.

I now do myself the honor to reply to your letter of the 16th ultimo, numbered as by tlie 
margin, receipt whereof was acknowledged on 19th ultimo, in which I am requested to furnish a general 
report as to whether the public interest would be better served by making Armidale or retaining Glen 
Innes as the head-quarters of the Land Board Districts mentioned in the margin; also, which place is 
most suitable for furthering the work of the Local Branch of the Department.

I desire to be guided in my report, apart altogether from any personal Idas, and will first submit 
the following Statistics of work done and prospective work in each place.

Tani.u Ko. 1.
Number of Conditional Purchases applied for from Gth August, 1SS3, to 3.1st March, 188G:—

Glen Innes ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 99
Armidale ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 237
Inverell ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 73
Tenterfield.............................................................................................. 45
'Walcha ' .................................................................................. 96

T.uh.e No. 2.
Number of Conditional Leases, nndci ■JSth clause, applied for during same period :—

Glen Lines 
Armidale ., 
Inverell ..
Tenterfield ., 
Walcha- ..

28
136
28
16
47

Laeie No. 3.
Number of Conditional Leases applied for under 51th clause, from 1st January, 1885,

to 31st March, 1885 :—
............................................................ 33
............................................................ 88

.............................................. 29
............................................................ 32
........................................................... 10

T.vbi.e No. 4.
Number of Conditional Lease applications, under 52nd clause (Conversion of Pre-emptive Leases), 

from 1st January, 1885, to 31st March, 1SS5 :—
Glen Lines ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 35
Armidale ... ... ... ... ... ... 350
Inverell ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 229
Tenterfield .............................................................................................. 86
Walcha ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ■■■ 66

Armidale . 
Inverell . 
Tenterfield . 
Walcha .

Table No. 5.
Cases dealt with by the Local Land Boards, from 1st January, 1SS5, to 31si March, 1SSG;—

Glen Lines.............................................................................................. 257
Armidale ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ■■■ 1,147
Inverell .............................................................................................. 457
Tenterfield ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 267
Walcha .............................................................................................. 304

Table No. 6.
Amount of Revenue collected by Land Agents, from 1st January, 1SS6,

Glen Lines ... .......................... ..........................
Armidale .......................................................................
Inverell ... ... ... ... ... ... •••
Tenterfield ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
Walcha .......................................................................

to 31st March, 1880 :—
£, s. d.

7,899 8 7 
19,750 5 9 
11,132 0 8 
4,296 15 4 
7,841 16 11

Table
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Table No. 7.
Cnsea under Repealed Acts, from 1st January, 1 SSI, to 31sfc December. 1881. The five years having only 

now matured on tlie ist of these, a great proportion of them will come under the review of the 
Hoard up to April, 1S90:—

G-lcu Innes
Armidale
Inverell
Tenterfield
'Walcha

936
1,310

822
525
384

I submit the figures in the foregoing Tables conclusively show that the public interest (that is the 
greater number of persons) would be better served by making Armidale the head-quarters.

1 am next asked as to the suitability of the Glen Innes buildings for carrying on the work, and 
whether equally suitable or more suitable buildings are available at Armidale. I have no hesitation in 
saying that the present temporary buildings in Glen Innes are most unsuitable for the following 
reasons : The wooden building, lined throughout with cedar, occupied by myself and clerks as temporary 
offices, is a most unsafe place from chance of fire (to guard against which requires much care), and being 
also most inconvenient from its situation at a considerable distance from the Survey Offices, involving 
constantly travelling backwards and forwards by the clerks, the messenger, the District Surveyor, and 
myself. Moreover, in addition to the space allotted for draughtsmen, I have been obliged to give up to 
their use, except during sittings of the Board, the Court-room and Betiring-room of the Board.

That there are no more suitable places in Armidale without au outlay of at least £100, which I 
could not recommend in view of the accommodation in course of erection. I will deal with this in its 
proper sequence.

"With regard to which place is most suitable for furthering the work of the local branch of the 
Department, I can only say my frequent necessary absences from Glen Innes cause considerable delay 
in answering correspondence, signing important papers, such as orders to survey, refund vouchers, &c., 
winch would be to a great extent obviated were the head office in Armidale, as I should then be on the 
spot where the most work is and could really visit tho other towns with greater regularity, while, at the 
same time, being more constantly at head office and exercising a more strict supervision over its working.

A glance at *map of district herewith will show the relative positions of the various towns, and 
as the work of each Land District is carried on within itself by the Land Agents and different Boards 
very seldom requiring persons to travel beyond their own district, the question of mere absolute nearness 
to geographical centre is unimportant.

I now come to the question of the relative character of the accommodation available at each place 
for residences of_ the officials, and whether their convenience would be best suited at Armidale, &c. It 
would bo impossible to give a reliable statement of numbers of houses vacant as they might vary each 
mouth. I may state generally that house accommodation in Armidale is of a better class than at Glen 
Lmes, while the rents arc much lower. Some few of the officers who are now settled in Glen Lines 
might not desire to remove, but I feel safe in saying that the convenience of the great majority would be 
best suited at Armidale. I am not, however, prepared to assert that the difference of expense of living in 
Armidale as _ compared with Glen Lines would warrant a reduction iu the allowances made to officers 
on their moving up country. The wife and family of the chief draughtsman have not been removed from 
Sydney ; those of the second draughtsman reside in Armidale, and l'have not removed my wife and family 
from the latter place; the other married officials reside in houses or lodgings in Glen Innes.

I submit that the third question, in letter before quoted, as to which place would he most convenient 
for the greater proportion of the public, and the proportionate number of persons who would be benefited, 
Ac., has already been answered by the statistics quoted.

With regard to the division of the Laud Board District into two, having a head-quarters for each, 
I cannot see that it would he in the interest of the public to recommend it. The probable additional 
expense would be one extra chairman, one extra district surveyor, certainly one extra chief clerk, and 
messenger, besides rent or expense of buildings. There would not be sufficient work for two chairmen 
and two district surveyors were the district divided. The chairman must be in constant communication 
with the district surveyor, and the latter officer also requires to have his staff constantly under his 
supervision.

k now come to the last paragraph—whether the buildings now being erected at Armidale could be 
made suitable ? I state unhesitatingly that they can be made perfectly suitable and give infinitely better 
and safer accommodation than tho present temporary places at Glen Innes. I enclose a plan of the 
buildings and how I would propose to apportion tho various offices, giving space for nearly double the 
number of draughtsmen presently located at Glen limes.

If any additions should he found necessary hereafter there is a space of 33 ft. wide and the whole 
depth of the building available, besides other Government land further back on which a building of nearly 
equal sire to tho present could, if necessary, bo erected. a J

. , ihese premises, 1 am assured, will absolutely be ready for occupation by 1st October next, and perhaps 
if it is decided to remove the offices there are some additions ought at once to be made, as erecting a 
storeroom at the back on space indicated by red dotted lines (say) at a cost of £120; two additional 
closets; a weatherboard building for the messenger and his wife, if thought necessary, at a cost of about

and i£ hereafter required, a one-storey room for draughtsman, so as not to obscure tho light, would 
easily be added on tho space between the proposed messenger’s house and ralconer-street.

On looking over the plans and buildings this week with tlie District Surveyor, he was of opinion 
that the roof of the upper balcony ought to be raised to admit of more direct light. This, tho contractor 
said, could easily be done. Doubtless, however, Mr. Pinley will touch on the matter in his report.

I have, &c.,
SYDNEY BLYTHE,

Chairman, Local Land Board, Glen Innes District.

Not required.

[Enclosure
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[Enclosin'/; A.]

I'otat, amount of Revenue rcecivel by lite Crown Lands Agent, Walcbn, (hiring the quirler on ling 31 si- March, 183(3, 
£7,844 16s. lid.; exclusive cl' Gold-fields Revenue, £~> 10s, and including npplientions for permission io riugbirk, £10.
. . liDWD. MARRIOTT,
The Cliairman, Local Land Board, Glen Innes, B.C., Waleba, C'5/86. Crotvn Lands Agent.

[Enclosure B!\

Total amount of Revenue reeeivod by the Crown Lands Agent, Invcrell, during the quarter ending 31st March, I8SG : —

Fees ..............
Licenses ......
Poundage fees 
Fines...............

£ s. d. 
14 6 10 
11 7 G 

1 10 0 
11 5 0

Conditional purchases of land
Mining .......................................
Other receipts, &e. (leases) ...
Sheep Asst, and fine ...............
Transfer of Publicans’ licenses .
Immigration deposit ................
Transfer fees, forms, &e...........

10,743 7 0 
36 18 O 

233 11 4 
0 12 0 
0 0 0 
4 0 0 

67 2 6

Total ............£11,132 0 8

WALTER SCOTT,
Acting Crown Lands Agent,

[Enclosure C,]

Total amount of Revenue received by the Crown Lands Agent, Glen limes, during the qu.lTtcr ending 31st March, 1336 
£7,800 8s, 7d. ;—

Deposit on conditional purchases......................
Balances and deed fees .................... ..................
Instalments.................................................. .......
Interest..................................................................
Transfer, &e..........................................................
Deposits on conditional leases ..........................
Renewal, conditional leases ..............................
Timber licenses, Ac..............................................
Land sales ........................................................ .

£ s. d. 
4C4 2 3
106 13 0 

6,552 1 7 
386 o 10 

Go 0 0 
27 7 0 
53 3 5 
83 10 0 

155 7 C

Total ...........£7,809 8 7

GEORGE BOTLEAU,
Crown Lands Agent.

[Enclosure D.)

Crown Lands Office, Arniidale, 5 May, 1836.
Rktubn showing (lie total amount of Revenue received by the Crown Lands Agent at Annidalo, during the quarter endism 
31st March, 1886

Head of Receipt£ s. d.
For conditional purchase deposits, 26th clause .............................................. 523 5 0

Do do 42nd clause ..................   236 12 0
Do do 47th clause .............................................. 33 0 0
Do do on extra area.............................................. 31 7 6
Do balances .................................................................. 959 a 6

Deed fees............................................................................................................. 16 0 0
Instalments on balances.............................   14,652 2 1
Interest on balances......... ...................................................................................  2.76S C 9
Conditional lease deposits ................................................................................. Ill 17 0

Do renewals................................................................................. 292 IS 2
Licenses to cut timber, &e................................................................................... £0 15 0
Sale of lithographs............................................................................................. 1 11 0
Subdivision fees ........   8 16 0
Parchment forms................................................................................................ 5 5 0
Registration fees..............................................................................   24 0 0
Stamp duty......................................................................................................... 43 6 0
Pamphlet ............................................................................................................ 0 2G
Talue of improvements ..................................................................................... 1 16 3
Acknowledgment fees (married women’s) ...................................................... 1 0 0

Total ..............................................................£19,750 6 9

L. IT. SMITH,
Acting Crotvn Lands Agent,

[Enclosure E.’]

Total amount of revenue received by the Crown Lauds Agent, Tenterficld, during the quarter endin'' 31st March. 183d, 
£4,296 16s. 4d.

FREDERICK EL'RXE,
Crown Lands A gout.

Iso, 5,

i
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No. 5.

Mr. District-Surveyor Finley to The Under Secretary for Lands.
Keport—Location of head quarters of the Glen Lines Land Board District.

Sir, District Survey Office, Glen Lines, 26 May, 18S6.
In accordance with your instructions, conveyed to me by your letter of 16tb April, 1886,1 

have the honor to furnish you with a report on the subject as to whether the public interest would be 
better served by making Armidalc or retaining Glen Lines as the head quarters of the Laud Districts of 
Glen limes, Arniidale, Inverell, Tenterficld, and "Walcha.

2. X will deal with the various matters in the order in which they appear in your instructions, and 
in making the report I may state that I am not actuated in any way by motives of a personal nature.
There is evidently a very keen rivalry going on between the towns of Annidalo and Glen Innes for the 
possession of the offices, altogether apart from tho question of public benefit, and the inhabitants of both 
the towns are much interested in the question,

3. The first question you request me to report upon is the suitability of the buildings at Glen Innes, 
and whether equally or more suitable buildings are available at Armidale. In reply to this, I beg to 
report that the Glen Lines buildings are not suitable, as the District Survey Office is separate from the 
Laud Board Office. This is a bad arrangement, and has not worked well. The respective offices arc 
some 150 yards apart;, and some of the officers are constantly passing to and fro seeking information from 
either office. So far as the Land Board Office is concerned the space is ample in my opinion for the staff.
The District Survey Office buildings are too limited for the staff, which now numbers some twelve officers, 
and I have been compelled to place two draftsmen in the Court-room ; this however has not caused much 
inconvenience, as the Board has only sat on an average about two days a month since the offices were 
established. But notwithstanding that the office room is limited the work lias gone on smoothly, and the 
principal defect has been the separation of the offices. ■

Tor the purposes of this report I have, in company with the Chairman of the Board, inspected the 
building now being erected at Armidale, and there is no doubt as to the suitability and capacity of it to 
accommodate the full staff. I enclose you a sketch plan,* which is explanatory in itself, showing the size ' Not required, 
of the buildings, &e., and bow it can be utilized, giving ample accommodation to the Land Board, District 
Survey Office, and Crown Lands Agent. This building, which is costing upwards of £3,000, will be 
completed about the beginning of October of this year, at least so I am informed by the contractor.
There will be a necessity for some additions, such as out-houses and a store-room for stationery, &c. I 
show on the plan where these should be erected; the estimated cost will be £120.

If the offices are occupied as suggested on the plan, and as proposed by the Chairman and myself, 
the Land Board Court must be held in the Court-house as at present. There is not in my opinion any 
other building in Armidale that it would be judicious for me to recommend for offices in the face of tho 
near completion, of those referred to above. There is the old Public School, but a cost of from £200 to 
£300 would have to be incurred in its renovation, and then it would be a make-shift at best. Considering 
that the lease of the buildings now occupied at Glen Innes will expire at the end of the current year, it 
appears to me that it would he extremely unwise to remove the office, if such is contemplated, until about 
that time, thus avoiding any unnecessary expense, and the new buildings at Armidale would be ready for 
occupation. I would also point out that the work of the district is just now in its most critical stage, and 
the immediate removal of the offices would cause serious delay and confusion. To sum up these remarks I 
therefore give it as my candid opinion, for the above reasons, that the offices should remain where they are 
until, at all events, near the end of this year.

4. The next question is that of residences for tho officials. It must be admitted that house 
accommodation is more plentiful and of a better description in Armidale than it is in Glen Innes ; and I 
believe house rent is at present cheaper in Armidale also; but of course this would probably increase, so 
far as Armidale is concerned, if tbe offices were removed. There arc empty houses in both towns, hut 
more in Armidale than in Glen Innes ; and I do not consider there is very much to choose on this point 
between either town. The only officers of the staff who do not reside in Glen Innes are the Chairman of 
the Board and Mr. M1 Lean (draftsman in this office), who have their private residences and families in 
Armidale. I consider the cost of living in cither town as equal, and I would not feet justified in recom
mending any reduction on the allowances if the offices wore removed, There is one thing in connection 
with this subject that I would draw especial attention to, and that is the fact that one of the officers under 
my supervision has purchased land in Glen Innes and erected a house thereon ; the removal of the office 
would therefore he a serious mailer to him.

5. Tbe next question I come to is the important one of “ as to which place would he the most 
convenient one for the greater proportion of the public." I believe I am correct in saying that one of the 
principal improvements in land administration, as carried out under the Land Board system of the Act of 
1884', is that the Land Boards go to the people and not tbe people to the Boards. Taking the Land Board 
District as a whole, i do not consider it makes any difference to the general public as to where the head 
office is established ; the work of the District Survey Office can he carried out efficiently in either of the 
towns under reference, with equal satisfaction to the general public, if suitable buildings are provided.
If it is a desideratum that the head office be established in tbe town where the most work is, the figures 
that follow these remarks will show most conclusively that Armidale is that place. "Writing from the 
standpoint of a district surveyor, I must state that Glen Innes is most conveniently and centrally situated 
for my work. In order to arrive at an approximation to the amount of prospective work in the district, I 
have compiled the following statistical information, viz.:—
Return showing the number of conditional purchases still in existence, out of those taken up, from If 81 

to 1885 inclusive, that will be inquired into by the Laud Board:—
Armidale Land District 
Glen Lines ,,
Inverell „
Tenterficld „
Walcha „ .

1,143
767
685
352
311

1021—B Return
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E'.eiuhn' Bhowing fclie number of conditional leases, under tbe 48lli and uttb clauses, applied for during 
1885, still in existence, and that will bo inquired into by the Local Land Board :—

Armidale Land District ............................................................... 130
Glen limes „   85
Tenterficld „   31
Walcha „ ' ... ... 24
Inverell „     15

RETOltN showing tbe number of conditional leases, under the 52nd clause, applied for that are still in 
existence, and will come before the Land Board for further inquiry, appraisement, &c.:—-

Armidale Laud District ............................................................... 292
Invcrell „   194
Tenterficld ,,   79
Walcha „ ... ... ... ,,, ... 41
Glen Innes ,, ... ... ... ... 28

Ketuhx showing grand total of cases in the Glen Innes District from 1881 to 1385 inclusive to come
before the Local Land Board for inquiry :—

Armidale Land District ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,585
Glen Innes ,,   830
Invcrell „   894

' Tenterficld „ ................................................................ 465
Walcha „   37S

A perusal of these figures shows that Armidale is far beyond any town in the amount of work which 
will have to be dealt with. On the other hand it wilt be observed that putting Glen Innes, Inverell, and 
Tenterficld together, they show a preponderance of work for the northern portion of the district over 
Armidale and Walcha in the south. There is one other feature in connection with prospective work, and 
that is future conditional purchase. Any attempt at arriving at an approximation of this must be surmise. 
1 have, however, gone over tbe maps, and, speaking from general knowledge, I consider that the greater 
bulk of the land likely to be conditionally purchased lies to tho north of Glen limes. Armidale, with its 
much larger population, is necessarily a much more settled district, and the demand for land there 1ms 
been very great. Consequently very much of the available country is disposed of. Extensive reservations 
have recently been thrown open in tbe neighbourhood of Glen Innes and Emmaville, and it is probable 
there will be an increase of conditional purchase in consequence. However, the effect of this will be seen 
towards the end of the year. It is worthy of note that upwards of 4,000 cases of conditional leases and 
conditional purchases applied for previous to the end of 1885 remain to he dealt with by the various local 
Land Boards throughout the district. "

The next question to be replied to is whether it would be desirable in the public interest to divide 
the Land Board District into two,-having a head quarters for each. So far as the District Survey Office 
is concerned, my own opinion is that the division of the district is not altogether an undesirable thing; 
but I am aware that the opinion of the Chairman of the Land Board is averse to such a course, as he 
considers that the work in his branch can easily 1)0 performed, The survey work in the district is very 
great, and the large staff of field officers employed and scattered over the entire district is somewhat 
difficult to supervise. 1 cannot, however, sec my way to recommend a. division of the district on several 
grounds :—The district, although large in itself, is scarcely large enough for two, and the increased cost of 
maintaining the two staffs would be very considerable. I have made an estimate of what the probable cost 
would be, and I consider that it would approach the sum of £5,000 per annum. Por although the staff of 
draftsmen and clerks would not require to be augmented to any great extent, all the principal officers 
would be duplicated, and the furnishing and rent of an additional office 'would bo largo. Apart from this 
1 believe there would still be considerable agitation as to tbe proper place for head quarters, whether at 
Gleu Lines, Inverell, or Tenterficld.

In conclusion. 1 would like to draw attention to one fact in connection with the removal of the 
offices. Owing to the uncertainty that exists as to the final location of the offices many of the draftsmen 
are afraid to establish permanent and comfortable homes for themselves. It will be to the advantage of 
the Public Kervicc to have the matter finally settled, then the officers generally will work more contentedly.

I have, <S.rc..
P. G. PINLEY,

District Surveyor.

[Plans.]

[8f. 6(f.]
Sydney; Thomas liidiards, Government Printer, ■ 1S3Q.
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

LAND AND SURVEY OFFICES AT BOURKE.
(EXPEVDITURE IN AND REVENUE RECEIVED FRDM, FOR QUARTER ENDED 31 MARCH, 1886.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 18 May, 1886.

HETUUN showing the expenditure in connection with the Land and Survey 
Offices at Bourke, during the quarter ended 81st March, 1886; also the revenue 
received during the same period.

Land Office.
Salaries of Chairman and Officers ; fees to Members Local Land Boards, <fcc., &c...

£ s. d. 
584 19 4

Survey Office.
Salaries of District Surveyor and Staff, including foes to Licensed Surveyors 3,07.1 13 8

Total expenditure ................................................ £3,656 13 O

Revenue received for land within the Land District of Bourke, and the districts presided
over by the Chairman of the Local Land Board at Bourke .....................................£15,904 19 G

In the Land and Survey Offices at Bourke all business is transacted in connection with land 
included in the Land Districts of Bourke, Browarrina, Brewarrina East, Cobar, and Cobar East. It 
should also be noted that the principal portion of the revenue is derived from rents of pastoral holdings- 
payable during the last quarter of the past year in advance for the current year, but such amount is not 
included in this return.

Department of Lands,
18th May, 1886.

IM 474—
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18S5-6.

Legislative Assembly. 

NEW SOUTH WALES.

LAND OFFICES, ARMIDALE, WALCJIA, GLEN INNES, 
INTERELL, AND TENTERFIELD.

' {BUSINESS AT, FEOM 1S81 TO 1884.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 21 July, 18SG.

KETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New 
South Wales, dated 11th December, 1885, That there be laid upon the Table of 
this House, a Return showing,—

“ (1.) The number of Conditional Purchases applied for in the years 1881, 
<c1882,1883, and 1881', at the following Land Offices :—Armidaie, Walcha, 
“ Glen limes, Inverell, and Tentcrficld.
“ (2.) The number of applications under 52nd clause to convert Pre-emptive 
“ Leases into Conditional Leases received from Armidaie, Walcha, Glen 
“ Innes, Inverell, and Tentcrficld, within the ninety days specified in Act 

of 1884
“ (3-) I he number of applications for Conditional Leases under section 54, 
“made at Armidaie, Walcha, Glen Innes, Inverell, and Tentcrficld within 
“ the said ninety days.
“ (4.) I he number of applications for Conditional Purchases under Act of 
“ 1884', received from Gth August to 1st December, at Land Offices, Armi- 
“ dale, Walcha, Glen Innes, Inverell, and Tenteriield.

‘ (5.) The number of applications for Conditional Leases under section 48, 
“received at each of the said Offices during the like period.”

(Mr. Inglis.)

716—
[S05 copies—Approximate Ccst of Printing (labour and material), £1 12s. 3il.)
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LAND OFFICES, ARMIDALE, WALCHA, GLEN INNES, INVERELL, AND TENTERFIELD.

’RETURN No. 1, slowing the number of Conditional Purchases applied for in the years 1881, 1882 
1883, and 1884, at the following Land Offices Armidaie, Walcha, Glen limes, Inverell. and 
Tenterheld:—

Armidaie 
Walcha 
Glen Innes 
Inverell 
Tenteriield

1831. 1382. 1883. 1884.
311 288 192 520
103 97 46 138
267 265 176 227
224 180 199 224
140 163 107 116

Return No.. 2, showing the number of applications under 52nd clause to convert Pre-emptive Leases into 
Conditional Leases received from Armidaie, Walcha, Glen Innes, Inverell, and Tenteriield within the
ninety days specified in Act of 1884:—

Armidaie ... ... ... ... ,
Walcha ... ... ... ... .
Glen Innes ... ... ... ... .
Inverell ... ... ... ... ,

............................................... 345
68
29

222
Tenteriield ... ... ... ... , , , , , . ., , 4 ,,, 78

Return No. 3, showing the number of applications for Conditional Leases under section 
dale, Walcha, Glen Innes, Inverell, and Tenteriield, within the said ninety days:—■

Armidaie ... 
Walcha ...
Glen Innes ... 
Inverell .,,
Tenteriield ,..

51, made at Armi-

88 
10 . 
33 
12 
32

Return No. 4, showing the number,of applications for Conditional Purchases under Act of 1884, received 
from 6th August to 1st December, at Land Offices, Armidaie, Walcha, Glen Innes. Inverell, and 
Tenter field:—

Armidaie 
Walcha 
Glen Innes 
Inverell 
Tenteriield

169
53
58
40

.25

Return No. 5, showing the number of applications for Conditional Leases under section 48. received ot each 
of the following Offices during the like period : '

Armidaie 
Walcha 
Glen Innes 
Inverell 
Tenteriield

97
20
12

Sydney : Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—18S0.
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly. 

NEW SOUTH WALES.

FOREST RANGERS.
(RETURN OF,)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 20 Avgust, 1886.

RETURN to art Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New 
South Wales, dated 15th July, 1886, That there be laid upon the Table of this 
House, a Return showing,—

“ (1.) The number of Eorest and Assistant Eorest Rangers employed 
“ throughout the Colony, the Districts in which they are employed, the 
<£ remuneration received by each, giving the salary and allowances 
" separately.
“ (2.) The amount of revenue derived from each Eorest Ranger’s district 
“ for timber licenses, rovaltv, &e.”

{Mr. Wall.) 833

833—

[800 copies—Approximate Cost of Printing (labour and material), £4 8s, Otl.)



rOHEST RANGERS

~R.~FiHTR.re to an Order of the Legislative Assembly of the names of Forest and Assistant Forest Hangers, their Districts, and the Amounts paid for Salaries and Allowances 
’ respectively; also, the Kevenue derived from each Forest Hanger’s District, for the years 1883, 1884, and 1885.

Name ot Raiiffer.

Allan, 3. S

Allen, Wm................................
Brown, G-. B.................. ..........
Cobcroft, E............. .................
Brlinker, F. E., Assistant ....
Condoll, 1. Gr............................
Musgrave, T., Assistant .......
Cullen, P....................................
Peverell, E. J...........................
Byron, W., Assistant ...........
Evans, T. M..............................
Green, T. H..............................
Higgens, E................................

}

)

Huxham, F, P..........................
Forster, F. M. 0., Assistant... 
Kidston, T.................................

Manton, J. A................
Wilshire, O...................
Pay ten, S..................
Gnilfoyle, J..................
Cousins, Wi, Assistant 
Martin, X ...........

Mccliam, W..................

Land Districts in which Forest Rangers arc employed.
Amount paid 
tor Salary, 

1885.

Amount paid 
for Travelling- 

Expenses 
and other 

Alowrmccs,
1885.

Revenue for 
1833.

Total.
Royalty, 

Timber Licenses, 
and other foes.

Braidwood, Kiama, Milton, Moruyo, and Kowru

G nndiigfu, Wagga Wagga—Northern portion of 
Cassilis, Modgee, Bylstone, and "Wellington ...
Gosford, NewcdsUe................................................

Narrondera, Urana................................................

Dungog, Baymond Terrace, 9troud,W ollombi... 
Bingera, Glen Innes, Inverell, Moree, Tenter-

fiekl, Walgett North, Warialda.......................
Goulbnrn, (Sinning, Queanboyan, and Yass ...
Casino ....................................................... .............
Maitland, Muswellbrook, Patterson, Scone, 

Singleton. ,
Grafton.....................................................................
Cobar (part of), Condobolin, Hillston, Hillston 

North, Partes (part of).
Deniliquin—Southern portion of .......................
Deniliquin—Northern portion of ........................
Corowft........................................................-..........

Dubbo, Cobar (part of) .......

Kempsey—Northern part of

£ &, d. £ B. d. £ 6. d.

205 0 0 221 10 0 420 10 0

205 0 0 110 10 0 315 10 0
205 0 0 205 6 0 410 5 0
205 0 0 ?2 5 0 277 5 0
155 0 0 • 50 5 0 205 5 0
205 0 0 242 5 0 44'7 5 0
155 0 0 182 5 0 337 5 0
295 0 0 130 5 0 335 5 0
205 0 0 193 10 0 398 10 0
155 0 0 202 10 0 357 10 0
205 0 0 151 10 0 356 10 0
205 0 0 152 10 0 357 10 0
205 0 0 150 11 2 355 11 2

205 0 0 163 10 0 368 10 0
155 0 0 n 13 0 226 13 0
205 0 0 225 5 0 430 5 0

255 0 0 228 10 0 483 10 0
205 0 0 188 5 0 393 5 0
205 0 0 202 5 0 407 5 0
205 0 0 205 5 0 410 5 0
155 0 0 109 5 0 264 5 0
205 0 0 224 10 0 429 10 0

205 0 0 171 0 0 376 0 0

£ s. d.

478 0 10

481 8 2
284 8 9
277 17 0

1,100 3 6

S7i 10 0
958 5 O
242 0 0
420 4 0
242 15 0

1,375 15 4
400 5 0

2,946 12 10

614 19 6 

1,214 2 0

Revenue for 
1884.

Revenue for 
1SS&.

Royalty, 
Timber Licenses, 
and other foes.

Royalty, 
Timber Licensee, 

and other fees.

Remarks.

£ B. d. £ s. d.

476 3 8 454 0 4 In 1886, Land Districts of Bega, Bombala, 
Cooma, and Eden placed under supervision 
of Banger Allan.

824 5 2 570 3 3
279 10 0 186 10 0
397 11 6 435 9 3 In 1886 transferred to Singleton.

( Employed principally on ringbarking duty.
365 17 7 180 10 7 i In 1886 transferred to Candclo as Assistant 

(. to Banger Allan.
909 15 0 701 10 0 In 1880 transferred.
795 5 0 682 0 0 Employed principally on ringbarting duty.
143 10 0 148 17 0
480 10 0 471 9 10
199 0 0 226 5 0 Besigned in 1886. {See Budder.)

1,444 6 8 745 17 6
289 5 0 234 10 0 Employed principally on ringbarking duty.

( Mr. Manfcon has genera! superintendence of
5,817 17 2 3,241 0 6 < all the Murray Timber Kreservcs below 

C Howlong.

566 5 0 312 10 0 Employed principally on ringbarking duty, 
Transferred to Gosford in 1886.

695 3 6 626 0 3

t>S
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Nanic of Hanger Laocl DiBtricts in which Forest Rangers arc employed.
Amount paid 

for Salary, 
1885.

Amount paid 
for Travelling 

Expenses 
and other 

Allowances, 
1885.

Revenue for 
3SS3.

Revenue for 
18S4,

Revenue for 
1835-

Total.
Royalty,

Timber Licenses, 
and other fees.

Royalty, 
Timber Licenses, 
and other fees.

Royalty, 
Timber Licenses, 
and other Ices.

Remarks.

MacDonald, W., Assistant
fcTGee, T. H. B.................
King, Geo., Assistant ...
Noake, J............................
Rotton, H. O.....................

Siddina, R. Tj......................
Shadforth, H. S.................

Kempsey—Southern part of .............................
Cootiabarrabran, Coonamble, Karrabri...............
Lithgow (part of), Penrith, Windsor ...............
Berrima, Camden, Campbelltown, Liverpool, 

Wollongong
Armidaie, Walcha ...............................................
Bega, Bombala, Cooma, Eden ........ ..................

Stevenson, B.............................
Cork, R J., Assistant ...........
Postlethwaite, J. G., Assietant-
Taylor, J. S...............................
Ward, «T,, Assistant ...............
White, T.................................
West, G. W.

succeeded by
Powell, H, W...........................

Bathurst, Burrowa, Carcoar, Cootamundra, 
Cowra, Forbes, Grenfell, Molong, Orange,
Parkes, Young.............................. ....................

Albury, Tunint, Wagga Wagga—Southern
portion of...........................................................

Lismorc, Murw’illumbah .......................................

Gamnodah, Murrurundi, Tamworth

Wilson, T, W........ .................. Port Macquarie, Taree
Rudder, A., Acting Assistant See last column ........

Forest Ranger.

O’Connell, R.

Robbyns, J. 
Stevens, C.

Total .......................... £

£ B. d. £ B, d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d.

155 0 0 229 5 0 384 5 0 218 10 0 271 i 3 290 10 0
( 205 0 0 261 10 0 466 10 o
t 155 0 0 166 10 0 311 10 0 | 285 0 0 196 0 0 172 0 0

205 0 0 158 10 0 363 10 0 190 10 0 194 10 0 169 18 0
205 0 0 226 5 0 431 5 0 286 0 1 385 19 3 456 1 5

205 0 0 150 3 0 355 3 0 150 1!) 6 112 0 6 101 14 6205 0 0 126 .15 0 331 15 0 182 4 6 233 15 0 222 16 0

C 205 0 0 167 10 0 372 10 0 ■)
} 180 0 0 122 10 0 302 10 0 [ 1,084 12 9 755 8 10 935 0 6(. 155 0 0 111 5 0 266 5 0 )
f 205 0 0 ] 41 5 0 346 5 0 ) r.-.nt ir>5 0 0 139 15 0 294 15 0 f 242 5 0 223 18 0 205 18 0

205 0 0 137 0 0 342 0 0 546 18 6 625 9 2 422 7 0

203 10 0 156 12 5 360 2 5 161 10 6 180 8 0 163 12 9

203 0 0 162 15 0 367 15 0 729 16 6 690 12 6 956 19 6
150 0 0 266 12 0 416 12 0

15 0 0 16 0 0 40 10 0 72 5 0

30 0 0 30 0 0
30 0 0 30 0 0

683 2 0 167 10 0

7,588 10 0 6,568 11 7 14,157 1 7 16,469 16 3 17,781 7 9 13,385 16 2

Employed principally on ringbarking duty.

Employed principally on ringbarking duty.
In 1S8G transferred to Urana under super

vision of Ranger CondelL Districts placed 
under Ranger J. S. Allan.

Employed principally on ringbarking duty.

Salary, £205 per annum. Employed princi
pally on ringbarking duty.

In 1886 appointed a Forest Ranger at £200 
per annum, vice Higgins, resigned, stationed 
at Booral, vice Cullen, transferred. Previ
ously engaged on special duty.

Acting Forest Ranger at Silverton. A police 
officer.

Acting Forest Ranger, Lord Howe Island.
Acting Forest Ranger, Lord Howe Island.
Amounts paid for fees upon applications for 

permission to ringbark upon preleases which 
cannot be apportioned separately.

00

t

Cn

Rote.—AH Rangers are more or less engaged on ringbarking duty.
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CEOWN LANDS.
(J. J. THOMPSON’S CONDITIONAL PURCHASE ON KAROOLA RUN

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 23 July, 1SS6.

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New 
South Wales, dated Gth December, 1883, That there be laid upon the Table of 
this House,—

“Copies of all papers, minutes, decisions, surveys, correspondence, and 
“ other documents, &c., relating to the conditional purchase of 610 acres, 
“ made by one J. J. Thompson, on Karoola Run, in the parish of Bukkulla, 
“ Warialda or Inverell District, in the year 1877.”

{Dr. Ross.)

VO.
1.
2.

3.

6.
7.
8. 
0.

10.

11.

12.
13.
14.
15. 
1G. 
17. 
IS.

19.
20. 
21. 
22.
23.
24.
25. 
2G.
27.
28.
29.

30.

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

. SCHEDULE.
Gazelle Notice. 3 August, 1866 ................. .
Same. 27 Mnrcb, 1877............................................................ '.
Application by_Mr. J. J, Thompson for the oonditionn! purclin=o of 560 acres unimproTeifcroirn Land, district of

InTercll, with ininutca. 3 Hay, 1877.............................................................................. .
Same by the same for the conditional purchase of 80 acres unimproved Crown Land, district of InTerell with

minutes. 17 May, 1877.................................................................. ................................... .................... .....
Same by Mr. F. W. Wright for the pre-emptive lease of 429 aci-es unimproved Crown Land, district of Warialda,

with minutes. 19 June, 1877 .......................... ......................................................
Mr, P. P. Wright to the Secretary for Lands. 19 August, 1877 ..................................... ."'.i.."""”"."".....".."""”
Mr. J, Macharg to the Surveyor-General, with minutes and enclosures. 10 September, 1877..................................
Same to the same, with minutes and enclosures. 10 September, 1877 ......................................  ...ii.i ..! i
Same to the same, with minutes aud enclosures. 10 September, 1877 ..........................................................................
Application by Mr. ,T. J. Thompson for the pre-emptive lease of 1,920 acres unimproved Crown Land", with

minutes. 29 September, 1877 ......................................................................... .it
Gazette Notiec. 27 November, 1877........................................................................ ......................................
Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. F. W. Wright. 23 January, 1878................
Same to the Crown Lauds Agent, Warialda. 23 January, 1878 ...................................................
Same to Hr. J. J. Thompson. 23 January, 1878 ............................................................. ......... " ,.............
Same to tlic Crown Lands Agent, Inverell. 23 Januarv, 1878 ..................."... ...... !..!”!! !]".!!! !!!
Memorandum by the Surveyor-General, with minutes.' 13 April, 1878 .......... ..""I"!.'.!!”!!!!!"!!!!"
Gazette Notice. 11 June, 1878 ...................................................................... ..........................................
Notification of alienation of conditional purchase bv Mr. J. j. Thompson to Mr. W. Thompson, with minutes, 19

December, 1878 ......................................................................................................................... ...........................
Under Secretary for Lands to the Crown Lands Agent, Invcreil, with enclosures. 8 February, 1879!!.
Same to Mr. J. J Thompson. 8 February, 1879 .......................................................................................................
Gazette Notice, 11 February, 1879 ..... '....................................................
5Jr; E. J. Withers, agent for Mr. J. J. Thompson, to the Chief Commissioner, with minutes. 19 February, 1879
Chief Commissioner of Conditional Sales to Mr. W. Thompson, with enclosure. 21 February, 1879......................
Same to the Crown Lands Agent, Inverell. 21 February, 1879 ............................. ................................ ..........
Same to the Under Secretary for Finance and Trade. 21 February, 1879 ............................. """
Chief Commissioner of Conditional Sales to Mr. W. Thompson, with enclosure. " 21 February, 1879
Same to the Crown Lands Agrut, Inverell. 21 February, 1879 ............................................. !...................................
Same to the Under Secretary for Finance and dVadc. 21 February, 1879 ..............
Application by Mr. J. J Thompson for the conditional purchase of 640 acres unimproved Crown Land, district

of Warialda. C March, 1879 ....................................;............................... ............... .................................  ............
Same by the same, for the pre-emptive lease of 1,920 acres ummproved"Cromi'lAnd.’d^^^

minutes. 7 March, 1879 ...........................................................................................
Mr. H. J. Withers to the Under Secretary for Lauds, with minutes. 25 March, 1879 ..........................................
Mr, E. S. Wyndbam to the same. 14 April, 1879 .................................................. ........... I".'.""!!!!.'"!!""."!!!!"""
Same to the same, with minutes 14 April, 1879.............................................................. ................"m‘...........................
Under Secretary for Lands to Mr, H. J. Withers. 13 May, 187fl.,
Gazette Notice. 23 May, 1879 .......................................... .......................... ’ >><
Application by Mr. J. Graham for the pre-emptive lease of 240 aeres unimproved Crown Land, district of Inverell, 

with minutes. 29 Mav, 1879 .....
730—A' .........................................................................................
[805 copies—Approiimato Cost of Printing (labour and material), £55 14s. 8dJ
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NO. PAGE.

Warialda, with miuutes. 12 June, 1879 .................................................................................................
38. Gazette Notice. 15 July, 1879 ....................................................... .............................................^.................
39. Under Secretary for Lands to the Crown Lands Agent, Inrcrell, with enclosure. 30 July, 18/9................
40. Same to Mr. J. J. Thompson. 30 July, 1879 ............................................................................................
41. Same to the Crown Lands Agent, Inverell. 30 July, 1879 .........................................................................
42. Same to Mr. J. Graham 30 July, 1879 ...........................................................................................................
43. Same to Mr. i1. W. Wright. 19 August, 1879 ...............................................................................................
44. Same to the Crown Lands Agent, Warialda. 19 August, 1879 . .. ..^ .......................................................
45. Same to the Under Secretary for Uinance and Trade. 19 August, 18/9......................................................
46. Same to Mr. J. J. Thompson. 15 October, 1879 . ..........................................................................................
47. Same to the Crown Lands Agent, Warialda. 15 October, 1879 ...................................................................
48. Same to the Under Secretary for Finance and Trade. 15 October, 1879 ..................................................
49. Mr. H. Lane, Agent for Mr,'J. J. Thompson, to the Under Secretary for Lands. 22 October, 1879 ........
50. Under Secretary for Lands to the Under Secretary for Finance and Trade, with minutes. 17 November, 1879
51. Same to the Auditor-General, with minutee. 17 November, 1879 ..............................................................
52. Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. J. Thompson. 8 December, 1879 ......... -..........................................
53. Same to the Crown Lands Agent, Invcreil. 8 December, 1879......................................................................
64. Same to the Under Secretary for Finance and Trade. 8 December, 1879 ..................................................
55. Same to Mr. J. Graham. 11 December, 1879 ....................................................................................................
56. Same to the Crown Lands Agent, Inverell. 11 December, 1879 ...................................................................
57. Same to the Under Secretary for Finance and Trade, 11 December, 1879 ...................................................
68. Gazette Notice. 16 December, 1879 ...................................... ...........................................................................
59. Under Secretary for Lands to the Crown Lands Agent, Warialda. December, 1879 .................................
60. Same to Messrs. E. S. Wyndham, and F. P. Wright. December, 1879 ..................................................
61. Memorandum by the Auditor-General. 7 February, 1880 ............................................................................
62. Mr. H. J. Withers to the Under Secretary for Lands, with minutes. 5 January, 1881 .............................
63. Gazette notice. 28 January, 1881.....................................................................................................................
64. Memorandum, with minutes. 14 February. 1881 ............................................................................................
65. Same by the Under Secretary for Lands, with minutes. 18 February, 1881 ..............................................
66. Mr. H J. Withers to the Chief Commissioner of Conditional Sales, with enclosure. 2 March, 1881 ....
67. Mr. H, L. Murray, M.P., to the Secretary for Lands, with minutes and enclosure. 10 March, 1881 .....
68. Memorandum, with minutes. 18 May, 1881 ...................................................................................................
69. Same, with minutes. 6 June, 1881 ................................................................................................................
70. Same, by the Secretary for Lands. 8 September, 1881 ..............................................................................
71. Same by the same, with minutes. 9 September, 1881 .................................................................................
72. Same by the same, with minutes. 9 September, 1881 ..............................................................................
73. Under Secretary for Lands to the Crown Lands Agent, Inverell. 9 September, 1881 ...............................
74. Crown Lands Agent, Inverell, to the Under Secretary for Lands, with minute 12 September, 1881...
75. Memorandum, with minute. 15 September, 1881 ...........................................................................................
76. Same, by the Surveyor-General, with enclosure. 19 September, 1881..........................................................
77. Telegram by the Crown Lands Agent, Inverell, to the Under Secretary for Lands, with minutes. 19 Se

1881 ..... ‘ .......................................................................................................................-..................................
78. Same by the Under Secretary for Lands to the Crown Lands Agent, Invcreil. 19 September, 1881 .. ..
79. Memorandum, with minutes. 20 September, 1881...................................... -...................................................
80. Grown Lands Agent, Inverell, to the Under Secretary for Lands, with minutes and enclosures. 20 Sc;

1881............................................................................ ‘.......................................................................................
81. Under Secretary for Lauds to the Crown Lands Agent, Inverell. 3 October, 1881 .........................
82. Same to Mr. B. L Murray, M.P. 3 October, 1881..........................................................................................
83. Same to Mr. H. J. Withers. 4 October, 1881 ............................................................................................
84. Declaration by Mr J. J. Thompson, with minute aud enclosure. 4 October, 1881 ..................._ ..
85. Mr. E. 0. Smith, agent for Messrs. Wyndham & AArright, to the Under Secretary for Lands, with minutes.

October, 1881...................................................................................................................................................
86. Messrs. II. J. Withers A Co. to the same, with minute. 10 October, 1881 .............................................
87- Same to the some, with minutes and enclosures. 17 October, 1881 ..............................................................
88. Memorandum, with minutes. 19 October, 1881 ..................... ..............................................................
89. Same, with minute. 19 October, 1881 ............................. ...................................................................
90. Under Secretory for Lands to Air. E. O- Smith. 20 October, 1881 ............................................................
91. Mr, R. L. Murray, M.P., to the Secretary for Lauds, with minutes and enclosures. 11 November, 1881.
92. Messrs. IT. J. Withers & Co. to the Under Secretary for Lands, with enclosure. 29 November, 1881 ...
93. Messrs. 11. J. Withers & Co. to the Under Secretary for Lands. 2 December, 1881 .............................
94. Mr. E. O. Smith to the same. 7 December, 1881 ...........................................................................................
95. Memorandum, with enclosures. 21 December, 1881.........................................................................................
96. Same, with minutes. 22 December, 1881.................................. ...............................................................
97. Mr. H. J. AVit.hers to the Secretary for Lands, with minute. 27 December, 1881 .....................................
98. Mr. J. J. Thompson to the Under Secretary for Lands, with minutes. 9 January, 1882 ...........................
98re. Same to the Minister for Mines, with minute. 9 January, 1882 ...........................................................
99. Messrs. H. J. Withers & Co to the Under Secretary for Lands. 1 February, 1882 ..................................

100. Mr. 0. Macdonald, agent for Mr. J. J. Thompson, io the same, with minutes. 2 February, 1882 ..........
101. Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. E. 0. Smith, 17 February, 1882 .........................................................
102. Mr. C. Macdonald to the Secretary for Lands, with enclosure. 24 February, 1882 ..................................
103. Same to the same, with minutes. 8 March, 1882 ..........................................................................................
104. Gazette notice. 10 March, 1882............................................................ ............................................................
106. Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. C. Macdonald. 14 March, 1882 ...........................................................
106. Mr. J. J. Thompson to the Secretary for Lands. March, 1882 ......................................................................
107. Mr. O. Macdonald to the same. 21 March, 1882 ..........................................................................................
108. Same to the Under Secretary for Lands. 17 April, 1882 .............................. -...........................................
109. Declaration by Mr. J. J. Thompson. 20 April, 1882 ..................................................................................
110. Under Secretary for Lands to Air. F. W. Wright. 27 April, 1882 ..............................................................
111. Same to the Crown Lands Agent, Warialda. 27 April, 1882..........................................................................
112. Same to the Crown Lands Agent, Inverell. 27 April, 1882 .........................................................................
113. Same to the Auditor General. 27 April, 1682.................................................................................................
114. Same to Mr. J. J. Thompson. 27 April, 1882.. .. ...............................................................................
115. Same to the Crown Lands Agent, AYarialda. 27 April, 1882 ........................................................................
116. Same to the Crown Lands Agent, Inverell. 27 April, 1882 ..........................................................................
117. Same to the Auditor-General. 27 April, 1882 ............................................................................................
118. Same to Mr. F. AV. Wright. 27 April, 1882.....................................................................................................
119. Same to the Crown Lands Agent, Inverell, with enclosure. 27 April, 1882 .............. ..................
120. Same to the Under Secretary for Finance and Trade. 27 April, 1882 .....................................................
121. Same to Mr. J. J. Thompson. 27 April, 1882................................. ...........  - .............................. .....
122. Under Secretary for Lands to the Crown Lands Agent, Inverell, with tracing. 27 April, 1882 .............
123. Same to the Under Secretary for Finance and Trade. 27 April, 1882..........................................................
124. Same to Messrs. E. S. Wyndham and P. P Wright. 27 April, 1882 ........................................................
126. Same to the Crown Lands Agent, Inverell. 27 April, 1882 .........................................................................
126. Same to Mr. F. W. Wright. 27 April, 1882.....................................................................................................
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127. Same to Mr. J. J. Thompson. 27 April, 18S2.................................................................................................................. 41
12S. Mr. J. J. Thompson to tho Secretary for Lands. 5 May, 1882 ..................................................................................... 45
129. Mr. C. Macdonald to the Under Secretary for Lands. 7 May, 1882 .......................................................................... 45
130. Same to the Secretary for Lands, rvith minutes. 16 June, 1882 .................................................................................. 45
131. Under Secretory for Lands to Mr. C. Macdonold. 3 July, 1882 .......................................................................   46
132. Same to Messrs. Wyndham and Wright. 3 July, 1882   46
133. Secretary for Jjands to His Lxcellency the Gorernor and the Esccutive Council, with minutes. 10 July, 1882 ... 46
134. Under Secretary for Lands to the Crown Lands Agent, Warialda. 31 July, 1882............................................    46
135. Memorandum with enclosure. 10 August, 1882 .   47
136. Memorandum by the Surveyor-General, with minutes. 10 August. 1882 ..................................................................  47
137. Under Secretary for Lands to the Crown Lands Agent, Inverell, wilh enclosure. 12 August, 1882 ......................... 47
138. Extract from letter by Mr. C Macdonold to the Chief Commissioner, of Conditional Sales. 31 August, 1882 ........... 47
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No. 1.
Gazette Notice.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 3 August, 1866. 
Keserves from conditional purchase.

Hrs Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, directs it to be notified that, 
in pursuance of the provisions of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, the land specified in the 
Schedule appended hereto shall be reserved from sale until surveyed, for the preservation of water supply 
or other public purposes.

J. BOWIE WILSON.

New England Disteict,
#*##*#

No. 67. 640 acres, Main Camp, county of Arrawatla, Inverell. Commencing at a gum-tree marked E over 
3, on the eastern bank of the MacIntyre Eiver, about -J- mile above the junction of Bannockburn or 
Waterford's Creek, near the upper end of a long water-hole ; thence by a line north 1 mile ; thence by 
a line west about 1 mile to the river ; thence hy the river upwards to trie starting-point.

Forms portion of the Bukkulla Kun.
##*###

No. 2.
Gazette Notice.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 March, 1877. 
Bevocation of temporary reserves.

It is hereby notified for general information that His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the 
Executive Council, has been pleased to revoke, under the 6th section of the Crown Lands Alienation 
Act of 1861, the temporary reservation from sale of the portion of land hereinafter described—the revo
cation to take effect at the expiration of thirty clear days from this date.

EICHAED DEIVEE.

New England Disteict.
No. 67. 640 acres, Main Camp, county of Arrawatta, Inverell. Commencing at a gum-tree marked E 
over 3, on the eastern bank of the Maeintyre Eiver, about 1 mile above the junction of Bannockburn or 
'Waterford’s Creek, near the upper end of a long water-hole ; thence by a line north 1 mile; thence by a 
line west about 1 mile to the river; thence by the river upwards to the starting-point.

Forms part of Bukkulla Eun,
This reserve was notified 3rd August, 1866.

No. 8.
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No. 3.
Application hy John Jackson Thompson.

JO. [Alienation Act, section 13.]
District of InTerell. 2fo. 58 of 1877.
Application by John Jackson Thompson for the conditional purchase, without competition, of 560 acres

unimproved Crown Land.
Deceived by me, with a deposit of £140, this 3rd day of May, 1877, at 10 o’clock,—

W. CLAEE CARDE'W,
- Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Inverell.

Sir, 3 May, 1877.
I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 560 acres; and I herewith 
tender the sum of £140, being a deposit at the rate of Gs. per acre bn the area for which I apply.

I am, &c.,
. JOHN JACKSON THOMPSON,

To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Inverell, Inverell.
Description.

County of Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla, SCO acres. Commencing at a gum-tree marked E over 3, 
on the eastern bank of the Maeintyre River, being portion of reserve No. 67, gazetted as revolted on 
March 27,1877.

Minutes on No. 3,
By the Surveyor-General:—Mr. Licensed Surveyor Macharg to measure, if unobjectionable.—D.L. 

(for Surveyor-General), 5/6/77. B.C. 12/6/77. " ‘

No. 4.
Application by John Jackson Thompson.

_ _ G. [Alienation Act, section 21.]
Application by John Jackson Thompson for tho conditional purchase, without competition, of 80 acres 

unimproved Crown Land, under section 21 of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861.
Received by me, with a deposit of £20, this 17th dav of Mav, 1877. at 1V35 o’clock,—

' \\r. CLARE CABDEkV,
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Inverell.

Dates Area of 
Land of previous each 

Agent’s Conditional Conditional

5SsO W7
17/3/77

Total area..

acres.

SO

Sir, 17 May, 1877.
_ lam desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the 21st

. um icr. uirehasef. i uvchase. gQution of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, the portion of unimproved 
Crown Land hereunder described, containing 80 acres, which adjoins my con
ditional purchase of 060 acres, upon which I am now residing, or upon which I 
have resided for three years ; and I herewith tender the sum of £20, being a 

— deposit at the rate of five sliiliing (5s.) per acre on the area for which I apply. 
This is the first selection made by mo in virtue of my conditional purchase of 560 acres. *

I am, &e.,
J. J. THOMPSON,

To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Inverell. Bukkulla,
Description.

of 560
County of Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla, 80 acres, adjoiningon the northmy conditional purchase 
aeres, made 3rd May, 1877, being portion of reserve No. 67, revoked 27th March, 1877,

Minutes on No. 4.
By the Surveyor-G eneral:—Mr. Licensed Surveyor Macharg to measure, if unobjectionable, if first 

conditional purchase is satisfactory.—D.L. {pro Survey or-General), 2/7/77. B.C., 6/7/77.

No. 5.
Application by Frederick Wentworth Wright.

M.
District of’Warialda. [Occupation Act, 1861, Lands Acts Amendment Act, 1875.]

Deceived this 19th day of June, 1877, at 10 o’clock, together with the sum of £1 6s. lOd.
CAMERON MACAETHUR,

Land Agent.
Sir, Bukkulla, 19 June, 1877.

In pursuance of the provisions of the Crown Lands Occupation Act of 1861, and the Lands 
Acts Amendment Act, 1875, and Regulations thereunder, I, the undersigned, as agent for Frederick 
Wentworth 'Wright, do hereby apply to be allowed to lease tbe sections or portion of Crown Lands here
in der described, at tbe fixed rent of £2 per section, which I hereby tender.

Tho
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. The ,and in vi.rtuc wllictl 1 to exercise a right o£ pre-emption is situated as follows and 
is now m my possession, viz.:—

County of Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla, situated on the Maeintyre River, containing 143 
acres, being auction purchase, on the 23rd day of March, 1877, by Frederick Wentworth Wright at 
Warialda. Ihave, &c„ b
m j, T j » , - „ FREDERICK WENTWORTH WRIGHT,
do the Land Agent for the District of Warialda. By his Agent, Peuct Philip Wright.

Description of the section or portion applied for. v
429 acres, adjoining the eastern boundaries of said portion, No. 79-280, as described above.

Minutes on Mo. 5.
429 acres, gazetted 27 November, 1877—Approved and Agent informed, 23/1/78.
Objectionable, as the land applied for is under lease to ,T. J. Thompson (vide 34 of 1877 1 920 

acres), and there is no other available land.—A.G.,0/5/79. ’ ’

No. 6.
Mr. P. P. Wright to The Secretary for Lands.

Sl,'> Karoola, Bukkulla, via Inverell, 19 August, 1877.
v 1 . .e the I101101'to re<luest that you may see fit to cause to be put up to auction portion
Ao 84, containing about 80 acres, adjoining the southern boundary of reserve No 515 parish of 
Bukkulla, county of Arrawatta, and beg herewith to hand you cheque on Bank of Australasia, Sydney 
for £2, at 6d. per acre. T hav<> Ae " ■ ’

PERCY PHILIP WRIGHT.

No. 1.
Mr. Licensed Surveyor Macharg to The Surveyor-General.

Inverell, 10 September, 1877.
1 have the honor 1o transmit herewith the plan of one portion of land, containing 560 

acres, numbered 82, in the parish of Bukkulla, county of Arrawatta, applied for hy J. ,T. Thompson under 
the 13th section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, and surveyed in accordance with instructions 
dated 12 June, 1877, No. 47.

Improvements at date of survey consisted of a bark lint and sheep-yard, worth £12. The 
applicant was not present during the survey. Water permanent. '

1 have, &c.,

JOHN MACHARG,
Licensed Surveyor.

Should not the Conditional Purchase
Minutes on above.

The Surveyor-General.—W. A. B. Greaves, 20/0/77, _____ ___ _
Inspector report ?—W.D.A., 4/12/78. Description prepared.—W.H.A., 12/12/7%. This portion has 
been taken up m the Land District of 1'nverel!; it should have been selected at Warialda —WD A 
21/2/79. ’ • -j

[Enclosure B, Mo. 7.]
Conditional Purchase 77-58.

Description.
uGO acres, comity of Arrawattn, parish of Bukkulla, portion No. 82, Commencing on the right bank of the 

Maeintyre River, at the south-western comer of portion 83 of 80 acres; and bounded thence on the north by tbe southern 
boundary of that portion bearing cast !)7 chains and 50 links ; on the east by a line bearing south 29 chains and 8 links 
to the Maeintyre River ; and on all other aides by that river downwards to the point of commencement.

No. 8.
Mr. Licensed Surveyor Macliarg to The Surveyor-General.

tiii • i • Inverell, 10 September, 1877.
J, have the honor to transmit herewith the plan of one portion of land, containing 80 

acres, numbered 83, in the parish of Bukkulla, county of Arrawatta, applied for by J. ,T. Thompson, under 
tho 21st section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, aud surveyed in accordance with instructions 
dated 2 July, 1877, No. 62. Improvements, nil. Water permanent.

Minutes on above.

l nave, Ac.,
JOHN MACHARG,

Licensed Surveyor.

The Surveyor-General.—W. A. B. Greaves, 26/9/77. Dependent on first conditional purchase.—
...D.A., 7/6/78; Description prepared,—W.J.N., 2/7/78. Conditional Purchase 77-80 has

been taken up in the Land District of Inverell; it should have been selected at Warialda_WDA
21/2/79. - . . .

W

[Enclosure B, Wo. 8.]
Conditional Purchase 77-80.

Description.
SO acres, county of Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla, portion S3. Commencing on tho rirtit bank of tbe Maeintyre 

River, at a point where the southern-side of a road 1 chain wide, diiddiug it from portion 84° of 77 acres, meets it ; aud 
bounded thence on the north by that road bearing east 94 chains and 85 links; on the east by a line bearing south 8 chains 
and 27 links; on the south by a line bearing west 97 chains and 50 links to the Maeintyre River: and on the north-west 
by that river downwards to the point of commencement. '

No. 9.
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No. 9.
Mr. Licensed Surveyor Macharg to The Surveyor-General.

gir Inverell, 10 September, 1877.
I have tbe honor to transmit herewith the plan of two portions of land, containing 240 acres, 

numbered 84, and water reserve 515, in the parish of Bukkulla, county of Arrawatta, applied for hy P. P. 
Wright, under the 23rd section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, and surveyed in accordance 
with instructions dated No,

Water permanent.
Application herewith with cheque for £2, being the deposit on 80 acres.

I have, &c.,
JOHN MACHARG,

_____  Licensed Surveyor.
Minutes on above.

The Surveyor-General.—W. A. B. On hates, 26/9/77. _
A.pplication with deposit herewith. Cheque with Mr. Johnston, in Record Branch, to whom the 

application has been sent,—H.P.B., 2/10/77.
By Onder Secretary for Finance and Trade:—The sum of £2 was credited to Trust Fund Account 

on the 8th instant—G-.B., Treasury, B.C., 9/10/77. The Under Secretary for Lands Mr, Stevens 
for auction sale.—W.D.A., 6/4/78.

6

[Micloxtire to No. 9.] ■
.Department of Lands, Sydney, 20 December, JS7C. 

Reserves from Sale /of Water Supply.
His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, directs it to he notified that in pursuance of the 
provisions of tiie 4th section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of JSC I, the land specified in the Schedule appended hereto
shall be reserved from sale for the preservation of water supply.

THOMAS GARRETT.
New England District, No. 515, county of Arrawatta, pariah of Bukkulla, about 1G5 acres. The Crown Lands within 

the following boundaries: Commencing at the south-west comer of J. Asimus1 80 acres ; and bounded thence ou the north 
by southern boundary of that portion and its easterly prolongation, in all about 78 chains ; thence on the east by a line 
bearing south about 20 chains; thence on the south hy a line bearing west about 87 chains to tne Maeintyre River; thence 
by that river downwards to the point of commencement

No. 10.
M.

Application by Mr. J. J. Thompson.
District of Inverell. [Occupation Act, 1861, Lands Acts Amendment Act, 1875.]

Received this 29th dav of September. 1877, at 12 o'clock, together with the sum of £S.
' ' W. CLARE GARDE W,

Land Agent.
g;r Inverell, 29 September, 1877.

In pursuance of the provisions of the Crown Lands Occupation Act of 1861, the Lands Acts 
Amendment Act, 1875, and regulations thereunder, I, John Jackson Thompson, do hereby apply to be 
allowed to lease the sections or portion of Crown Lands hereunder described, at tbe fixed rent of £2 per 
section, which I hereby tender. ^ .

The land in virtue of which X claim to exercise a right of pre-emption is situated as follows, and is 
now in my possession, viz.:—County of Arrawatta. parish of Bukkulla, situated on the Maeintyre Eiver, 
containing 6X0 acres, being conditional purchases on the 3rd and 17th days of May. 1877, by John 
Jackson Thompson, at Invcreil. 1 TH0Mpg(m

To the Land Agent for the District of Inverell.
Description of the sections or portion applied for.

1,920 acres ; starting from the north-east corner of the above conditional purchase back to the 
Ashford road, thence north along said road.

Minute on No. 10.
1,920 acres, gazetted 27 November, 1877. Charted 1,920 acres, Inverell.—A.G-., 4/2/79.

No. 11.
Gazette Notice.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 November, 1877.
Approved Claims to Pre-emptive Leases. _

It is hereby notified, for general information, that the claims of the undermentioned parties to leases of 
Crown Lands adjoining their respective freeholds have been approved, pursuant to the Regulations of 
27th August, 1875, but subject to such modifications or amendments as may, on further examination, he 
found to be necessary. _ .... ,

2. Such leases will entitle the lessees to occupy Crown Lands within the limits indicated by the 
said regulations (extract from which is hereto appended for more convenient reference), or so much 
thereof as may be open to and not already under lease by pre-emptive right, and may not he exempted 
from conditional purchase in virtue of improvements, or notified as a reserve.
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3. The rent, as hereunder specified, will be for the period from 1st July to 31st December 1877 
and must m each case be paid m full before the lease will have effect. Credit will be allowed for the

4 The leases will be renewable on the ordinary terms by payment of tho rent for the ensuing 
year, between 1st and 30th September. 6

No. of
Lessee. Area of 

Freehold 
in virtue 
of which 
Lease is 
granted.

Particulars of Lease.
District.

Offleo No. of
L&isg. Name. Address, Area.

Half*
Year's
Rent.

County. Situation,
Application 
and Papers.

ft * ft Acres.ft Acres.
ft £ s. d.

* ft ft * #
77-34

#

John J. Thompson

*

InTerell,,. 640
«

1920
*

3 0 0
#

Arrawatta

ft
Parish of Bukkulla

ft
Inverell...

ft
77-8,033

O.P.
*

* * ft ft # # # ft
77-111 Frederick W. Wright Bukkulla 143 429 0 13 5 Arrawatta Pariah of Bukkuiln Warialda 77-2,040

ft ft ft * ft ft ft ft ft ft

T ii' .1.74 ■ f! J T ( f ln: uewrminea oy tne authority ot the Minister for.bands the boundaries of lands hereafter leased by pre-emptive right shall be held to be as follows :_
I. Where tbe purchased land is taken or measured without frontage to any river creek road

or intended road, the pre-emptive leasehold shall surround such purchased land, and shall 
bo bounded by_lines parallel to the boundaries thereof, and of length equal to twice tho 
length ot tbe sides to which they are respectively parallel aud equidistant therefrom.

II. When the purchased land has any such frontage the pre-emptive leasehold shall surround 
sneh purchased land on all sides other than the frontage, aud shall be bounded by lines 
parallel to the boundaries thereof, and the side lines shall be distant respectively from 
the side mes ot tbe purchased land by one-quarter tbe breadth of such land, and the back 
line shall be distant from the back lino of such land by tbe space which would include 
three times tho area thereof.

E. A. BAKER.

Sir,

No. 12.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. Frederick W. Wright.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 23 January, 1878.
cm • ij amJ^cted to inform you that pre-emptive lease No. 77-111 of 429 acres, in the district 

of Warialda, notified in the Government Gazette of the 27th November, 1877, as approved in your favour 
has been granted m satisfaction of your application of the 19th June, 1877, for a corresponding area. ’ 

1 he annual rent will be £1 fis. lOd , but, as will be understood from the Gazette notice, only half 
this amount is required for the tenure of the lease up to the end of the current year. This latter sum is 
covered by the money, £1 6s. lOd , deposited at the time of application ; and the amount. 13s. 5d. -paid 
m excess, has, having regard to the date of approval, been retained as part payment of the rent for 
the ensuing year. J.he sum due for renewal, 13s. 5d,, must be paid on or before the 27th instant

bor each succeeding year the rent must be paid during the month of September of the year ure- 
Dccemberr! ^ teil<lere<i a tcr this <late’ muet be Paid> with the incurred penalty, on or prior to the 31st

From the last section of the 12th clause of the Crown Lands Occupation Act it will be seen that 
should any part of your lease be absorbed by conditional purchases or other alienations, no other land can 
be allowed m place of it, and that the remaining area can be held only on payment of the rent charged 
tor the lease as originally granted. °

As you will be expected when writing to this Department to state the number of the lease its 
area, and the date of notification of approval m the Government Gazette, you will find it expedient to 
carefully preserve this letter on account of its containing the information required.

I have, &c.,
C. A. BROWN,

(Tor tbe Under Secretary).

No. 13.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Warialda.

S!r’ T n j ' j. j a . * j ,, . Department of Lands, Sydney, 23 January, 1878.
, r , , . J am directed to invite your attention to tbe list of approximate claims to pre-emptive leases 

published in the Government Gazette of the 27th November, 1877, and to request you null be good enough 
to report to this Department all payments of rent made in common therewith. S

Tracings ol these leases will be forwarded to you as soon as the conditional purchases have been 
surveyed and charted on tbe office maps. I &c>j 1

G. A.’ BROWN,
(For tbe Under Secretary),

No. 14.
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No. 14.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. J. Thompson,

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 23 January, 1878.
I am directed to inform you that pre-emptive lease No. 77-34, of 1,920 acres, in the district 

of Invcreil, notified in the Government Gazette of the 27th November, 1877, as approved in your favour, 
has been granted in satisfaction of your application of tho 29th September, 1877, for a corresponding area.

The annual rent will he £6, but, as will he understood from the Gazette notice, only half this 
amount is required for the tenure of the lease up to the end of the current year. This latter sum is 
covered by the money (£3) deposited at the time of application. The sum due for renewal (£6) must 
be paid on or before the 27th instant. _

Tor each succeeding year the rent must be paid during the month of September of the year pre
ceding ; or, if tendered after this date, must be paid, with tbe incurred penalty, ou or prior to the 31st 
December. _

From the last section of the 12th clause of the Crown Lands Occupation Act it will he seen that, 
should auy part of your lease be absorbed by conditional purchases or other alienations, no other land can 
be allowed in place of it, and that the remaining area can be held only on payment of the rent charged for 
the lease as originally granted. _

As you will be expected when writing to this Department to state the number of the lease, its 
area, and the date of notification of approval in tho Government Gazette, you will find it expedient to 
carefully preserve this letter on account of its containing the information required,

I have, &c.,
G A. BEOWN,

(For the Under Secretary).

8

No. 15.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverelh

Mir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 23 January, 1878.
I am directed to invite your attention to the list of approximate claims to pre-emptive leases 

published iu the Government Gazette of the 27th November, 1877, and to request you will be good 
enough to report to this Department all payments of rent made in common therewith.

Tracings of these leases will be forwarded to you as soon as the conditional purchases have been 
surveyed and charted ou the office maps. I have, &e.,

C. A. BEOWN,
(For the Under Secretary),

No. 16.
Memorandum hy Surveyor-Greneral.

■ Charting Branch.
Mumoka.N'.duh of subjects requiring explanation or completion in connection with the survey and plan of 
portion No, 82, transmitted by Mr. Licensed Surveyor Macharg, parish of Bukkulla, county of Arra
watta, letter No. 77-47, of 10th September, and on which Macharg’s report in explanation is requested.

Subject. Eeport
AitentiOS is drawn to paragraph 45 of Surveyors' Tnstruc- I ail sorry the Charting Branch should 
tions. On the plan of the above portion the off-sets to have considered it necessary to caution me 
creek scale as much as 300 links, although the paragraph on this subject. I always take great care to 
quoted states that the off-sets must not exceed 150 links. comply with paragraph 45, except in occa- 

Mr. Macharg’s attention has been frequently called to sional instances where the traverse of a 
this matter. He is cautioned to be more careful in the minute bend would evidence for the correct- 
future. ness of the work.

13/4/78. _ . P.F.A. 20/0/78. J.M.
Off-sets should be supplied where the river is more than On line No. 1 at 1,042..........200

150 links from the traverse, „ ,, 2 „ 400.......... 280
13/5/78. P.F.A. „ 2 „ 708.......... 250

„ „ 3 „ 500........... 180
„ „ 5 „ 2,200............. 100

J.M.
W.T.M, might be a little more particular 

in quoting the paragraph. The word “ must” 
is not used in the original.

J.M.

No. 17.
Gazette Notice.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 1.1 June, 1878. 
Land Sales.

Ix pursuance of the provisions of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861,1, the Minister for Lands, do 
hereby notify that the following lots of land will be offered for sale by public auction, at tire undermen
tioned places, at 12 o’clock ou the days specified, at the upset price affixed to each lot respectively. 
(Deposit 25 per cent.)

JAMES S. FAENELL,

Sale



125

9

Sale at the Police Office, "Warialda, on Wednesday, the 17th day of July, 1878.
Country Lots.

Lot. No; of 
Portion. Area; Price per 

Acre. County. I’arisli. Situation.

A... 84 ...
a. v. p. 
77 0 0

£ s. d. 
15 0 Arrawatto Bukkulla On the right bant of Maeintyre River, and adjacent to the north

ern boundary of portion No. S3 of 80 acres; and adjoining 
the southern boundary of water reserve No, 615, Karoola Run*

No. 18.
Notification by John Jackson Thompson.

~ [Alienation Act, section 13.1iNotihcation of alienation of conditional purchase hy John Jackson Thompson, in the district of Inverell.
I HEBSBT notify to you, as the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands for the district of Inverell, that I have 
after a residence thereon of at least twelve months, this day alienated to William Thompson, of Bukkulla, 
the 660 acres of land situated in the county of Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla, which I selected at Inverell 
fra conditional purchase under the 13th section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, on tho 3rd 
iuay, 1877, as also the tollowing additional purchase:—SO acres, 17th May, 1877.

Bated at Inverell, this 19th December, 1878.
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Inverell.

J. J. THOMPSON,
Bukkulla.

I have duly registered the above notification of aliention in 

Land Office, Inverell, 19 December, 1878.
the records of this office.

W. CLARE CARDEW, 
-Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands.

_ _ Minutes on No. 18.
w ■ 11 VVmSn-0ng*TITo7 r tlmt tlie Pla11 sllowa ^ie conditional purchase survey to be within tho 
Warialda Police District, and tlie application states Inverell. If it is in the Warialda District, the atten
tion should have been drawn of the Chief Commissioner, with a view of having it altered. It is now a 
the applic^ion—-^11 ^°^/^c^mProm'sc >t in consequence of the wrong Police District being given in

, Conditional purchase 77-58 and conditional purchase 77-80 should have been taken
H,l> a\Wanalda, not Inverell -W. D. Akmstovg, 17/2/79. hfr. Lackey,-Pop alteration of districts.- 
6/3/79 ' y' M Croft’“1 lease make necessary alterations in register and return, please.—M.L.

No. 19.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.

Sir’ vvn. p . . , Department of Lands, Sydney, 8 February, 1879.
, • , , T> ’V ii rfif0^ne° 10 P7;;e"1PfcIIe lcase »o. 77-34 of 1,920 acres, in the county of Arawatta,
parish of Bukkulla, m the name of J. J. Thompson, I am directed to transmit to you a tracing showing 
tfie approximate boundaries ot the lease. I have, &c., ~ s b

’ C. A. BROWN,
_____________ (For the Under Secretary).

Sir,

No. 20.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. J. Thompson.

Ttr-jv £ , . , Department of Lands. Sydney, 8 February, 1879.
,, \ ref0Ivnce to pre-emptive lease No. 77-31, of 1,920 acres, in the county of Arrawatta
tanding ra the name of J, J. Thompson, I am directed to inform you that a tracing has this day been 

forwarded to the Crown Lands Agent. I have, Ac., 1
’ C. A. BROWN,

____ ________________ ______ (For the Under Secretary).

No. 21.
Gazette Notice.

Approved claims to Pre-emptive Leases.
Tm •„ i,„ v , ■ n . . Department of Lands, Sydney, 11 February, 1879
It is hereby notified for general information that the claims of the undermentioned parties to leases of
St 1875 tehfpJr have ^een aPPr°TCd> PU1'Sliant 1:0
to be necessary ^ bj ^ t0 SU1 lnodlflcal'101)« or amendments as may, on further examination, be found

said evntltle ^ i'6'''f3 *? occaPy Crown Lands within the limits indicated by the
tWnf ° 1 £ (extract from which is hereto appended for more convenient reference), or so much
thereof as may be open to and not already under lease by pre-emptive right, and may not be exempted 
from conditional purchase m virtue of improvements or notified as a reserve. ' 1

3. Ihe vent, as hereunder specified will be for tbe period from 1 January to 31 December, 1879, 
ust m each case be paid m full before the lease will have effect. Credit will be „llmvwl f™.

* —” . J mv j-vj. Luc uuiiuu xmm j.
and must m each case be paid m full before the lease will have effect, 
amounts already paid on deposit of the applications

™u,> ~ *• "“""X ter“! br «*th0 "JlKVoTSr
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Laud Agent’s number. number <>E lease, 4; lessee’s name, Edward S. ’Wyndham, Inverell: 
area of freehold in virtue of which lease is granted, 2G0 acres. Particulars of lease: Area, 780 acres ; 
rent, £2 8s. 9d.; county Arrawatta ; situation, parish of Wyndham; district, Inverell; office number ot 
application and paper, conditional purchase 1878-78. # *

, Extract referred to. ...
5. Unless and until other boundaries shall be determined by the authority of the Minister for 

Lands the boundaries of lands hereafter leased by pre-emptive right shall be held to be as follows
(1.) When the purchased land is taken or measured without frontage to any river, creek, road, or 

intended road, the pre-emptive leasehold shall surround such purchased land, and shall be bounded by 
lines parallel to tbe boundaries thereof, and of length equal to twice the length of the sides to which they 
are respectively parallel and equidistant therefrom. ,

(2 ) When the purchased land has auy such frontage the pre-emptive leasehold shall surround such 
purchased land ou all sides other than the frontage, and shall be bounded by lines parallel to the 
boundaries thereof, and the side lines shall be distant respectively from the side lines of the purchased 
land by one-quarter the breadth of such land, and the back line shall be distant from the back line or such 
land by a space which includes three times the area thereof.

No. 22. _ '
Mr. H. J. Withers to The Chief Commissioner.

gir 79, New Pitt-street, 19 February, 1879.
’ On behalf of Mr. Thompson, I do myself the honor; to submit the following, and to request that 

the voucher for refund of deposit may be made at once, my client only waiting to receive it to re-apply for 
™e?P' the land at the proper office. As noted iu margin, my client selected (540 acres at the Inverell Lands 

invcreil, No. Office. The plan has been accepted by the Survey Office and charted on the county map. ^ A pre-lease
dauM.1Sth was gazetted in his favour, and the Minister has given his final approval. A tracing of it is now at the
80 acres addi- pnveTCn Land Office. My client never occupied the pre-lease until it was charted; he then put sheep on it, 
tloniu "purchase, and the lessee then commenced an action for trespass, damages £500. The case was tried yesterday m t le 
No. 77-80. Supreme Court, and my client, for £2, on the advice of his counsel, Sir George Innes, accepted a nominal 

verdict, for the following reasons
1st. That the conditional purchase having been taken up at Inverell, instead of at \\ arialda, nas

bad, and that he had, in law, no claim to the land.
2nd The pro-lease applied for in virtue of the conditional purchase was void, the conditional 

purchase being illegal. I respectfully ask that instructions may he given for the voucher to 
be made out at once, so that my client can proceed to Warialda, the right office, and re-select 
the land on the 27th instant.

The lessee can institute another action against my client unless he can get a better title.
I have, &c.,

_____  H. J. WTTHEES.
Minutes on above.

Portion No. 82, parish of Bukkulla, 560 acres, conditional purchase 77-58, J. J. Thompson, and 
portion No. 83, parish of Bukkulla, 80 acres, additional conditional purchase 77-80, J. J. Tliompson are 
in the Land District of Warialda. They were taken up in error in the Land District ot Inverell. VV. D. 
Abmsthonu, No. 14, Charting Branch, 20/2/79.

By Chief CommissionerFor cancellation.—A.O.M., 20/2/ /9. Papers sent to Mr. Neate.— 
W.D.A.. 4/3/79. Transferred from Inverell to Warialda,—H.C., 29/3/79. ,

Mt‘Croft,—The selections appear to have been declared void, as the papers have been m Charting 
Branch to note. They may now, I think, be put away.—M.L.

C.P. 77-6S, 
deposit paid 
£140.

No. 23.
The Chief Commissioner to Mr. William Thompson.

Sir Department of Lands, Conditional Sales Division, Sydney, 21 February 1879.
’ I desire to inform you that the application made hy you, at Inverell, on the Brd Mav, 1877, tor 

the conditional purchase of 560 acres of land is void, as it was made at the wrong Land District.
2. Enclosed is a form which, ou being filled up in accordance with the instructions thereon, and 

forwarded to the Treasury, Sydney, will enable you at once to obtain tbe refund of your deposit,
‘ I have, &c.,

W. BLACKMAN,
_________ __ (Por Chief Commissioner).

[Special Payments Form No. 2.]

Dr. to William Thompson.

[Enclosure to No. 23.]

New South Waues,]
Conditional Purchase—Eevonuc refunded.

Department of Lands, Conditional Sales Division, Sydney, 21 February, 1S79.

Amount to he refunded

For the following refund, viz., :—C.P., No. 77-58. .. .,
Land Office at Inverell; date of selection, 3rd day of May, 1S/9 ; deposit paid on

560 acres.....................'................  .......... .......................v' ‘' ‘j tv Y ‘........................
Selection void, as the land was applied for in the wrong Land District.

Deposit to he refunded on 560 acres............................................*

£ s. d.

140 0 0
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The Chief Commissioner to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.
Sir, Department of Lands, Conditional Sales Division, Sydney, 21 February, 1879.

I desire to inform you that the application of Mr, John Jackson Thompson, on the 3rd May, 
1877, for the conditional purchase of 560 acres of laud is void, as it was made at the wrong Land District.

2, A form for refund of deposit has been forwarded for the signature of the alienee, the nature of 
which you will be so good as to explain to him, if required.

I have, &c.,
WM. BLACKMAN, _

(For Chief Commissioner).

ii
' No. 24.

No. 25.
The Chief Commissioner to The Tinder Secretary for Finance and Trade.

Conditional Purchase.—Bevenue Befunded.
Sir, Department of lands, Conditional Sales Division, Sydney, 21 February, 1879.

I have to inform you that the conditional purchase noted in the margin being void, the land j^Jn' 
having been applied for in the wrong district, you will be good enough to refund to the selector the sum Jackson Thwup- 
of £140, being the deposit money paid thereon.

2. I am to add that a receipt form for the disposal of the money has been forwarded to the alienee, transferred to’ 
with instructions to fill up same and transmit it to the Treasury. ^deposit™1'"

I have, Ac,, £14®-
WM. BLACKMAN,

(For Chief Commissioner).

No. 26.
The Chief Commissioner to Mr. W. Thompson.

Sir, Department of Lands, Conditional Sales Division, Sydney, 21 February, 1879, c.p. tt-bo.
1 desire to inform you that the application made by you, at Inverell, on the 17th May, 1877, ^csltP“<3> 

for the conditional purchase of 80 acres of land, is void, as it was made at the wrong district.
2. Enclosed is a form which, on being filled up in accordance with the instructions thereon, and 

forwarded to the Treasury, Sydney, will enable you at once to obtain the refund of your deposit.
I have, Ac.,

WM. BLACKMAN,
----------------- (For Chief Commissioner).

, [Enclosure, to No. 26.]
[Special Payments Form No. 2.] New South Wales.

Conditional Purchase—Revenue Refunded.
Dr. to William Thompson. Department of Lands, Conditional Sales Division, Sydney, 21 February, 1879.

For the following refund, viz.C.P. No. 77-80.
Land Office at Inverell; date of selection, 17th day of May, 1877; deposit paid on 80 

acres......................................................................................................................................

Amount to be refunded.

£ e. d.

Selection void, as Uic land ttas applied for in the wrong district.

Deposit to be refunded on 80 acres................. ................................... £ ' 20 0 0

No. 27.
The Chief Commissioner to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.

Sir, Department of Lands, Conditional Sales Division, Sydney, 21 February, 1879.
1 desire to inform you that the application of John Jackson Thompson, on the 17th May, 1877, 

for the conditional purchase of 80 acres of land, is void, as it was made at the wrong Jjand District.
2. A form for refund of deposit lias been forwarded for the signature of the alienee, the nature of 

which you will be so good as to explain to him, if required.
■ I have, Ac.,

WM. BLACKMAN,
___________________________ (For Chief Commissioner).

No. 28.
The Chief Commissioner to The Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.

Conditional Purchase.—Eevenue Befunded.
Sir, Department of Lands, Conditional Sales Division, Sydney, 21 February, 1879.

1 have to inform you that the conditional purchase noted in the margin being void, the land y^ij^hn"' 
having been taken up in the wrong district, you will be good enough to refund to the selector the sum Jackson Thomp. 
of £20, being the deposit money paid thereon. nth iiayfilfr,

2. I am to add that a receipt form for the disposal of the money has been forwarded to the alienee, '
with instructions to fill up same and transmit it to the Treasury. Bon ; deposit'np'

I have, Ac., m
WM. BLACKMAN,

.... , (For Chief Commissioner).
' No. 2.
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No. 29.
Application by John Jackson Thompson.

District of "Warialda. C. [Alienation Act, section 13,]
Application by John Jackson Thompson, for the conditional purchase, without competition, of

GAO acres unimproved Crown Land,
Deceived by me, with a deposit of £1G0, this Gtli day of March, 1879. at 10 o'clock,—

F. CAMERON MACABTTIUE,
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Warialda, 

Sir, G March, 1879.
I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 640 acres; and I herewith 
tender the sum of £160, being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which I apply.

I am, &c.,
JOHN JACKSON THOMPSON,

To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Warialda. Bukkulla, Inverell.
Description.

County of Arrawattn, parish of Bukkulla, 640 acres, portions Nos. 82 and S3 : Commencing at a 
point on the north bank of the Macintyrc River, where the portion No. S2; as surveyed, touches that river ; 
thence by a line north, which forms the eastern boundary of Nos. 82 and S3 ; thence by a line west, which 
forms the northern boundary of portion No. SB; to the river southerly and easterly, to the point of com
mencement.

No. 30.
Application by John Jackson Thompson.

M.
District of Warialda. [Occupation Act, 1861, Lands Acte Amendment Act, 1875.]

Received this 7th dav of March, 1879, at 10 o’clock, together with the sum of £6.
" P. CAMERON MACARTHUR,

Land Agent.
Sir, Bukkulla, Inverell, 7 March, 1879.

In pursuance of the provisions of the Crown Lands Occupation Act of 1861, the Lands Acts 
Amendment Act, 1875, and Regulations thereunder, I, J. J. Thompson, do hereby apply to be allowed to 
lease the sections or portion of Crown Lands hereunder described, at the iixed rent of £2 per seetiou, 
which I hereby tender.

The land in virtue of which 1 claim to exercise a right of pre-emption is situated as follows, and is 
now in my possession, viz;—County of Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla, situated on Macintyro River, con
taining 640 acres, being conditional purchase, on the 6th day of March, 1879, by me, at Warialda.

I am, &c.,
To the Land Agent for the District of Warialda. J. J THOMPSON.

Description.
1,920 acres pre-lease. Commencing on the eastern boundary of my conditional purchase, and run

ning north along portions Nos. 79, 78, 78 ; thence west to river Macintyro; thence north; thence cast to 
travelling stock reserve; thence by that reserve round portion No. 28, to point of commencement,—and 
if not here available, then adjoining my conditional purchase on opposite sides.

Minutes on No. 30,
79/28, 640 acres, correct in applicant’s name.—W.T., 30/6/82.
1,920 acres, gazetted 23 May, 1879. Charted 1,920 acres, Warialda,—A.G-,, 19/7/79.
Mr. Brown,—This application should now bo cancelled, as it is found that a conditional purchase of 

A. M’Donald, 76/33, cuts applicant off from tho pre-lease applied for, and there is no other available land. 
M’Donald’s conditional purchase is not yet charted on the office maps, and consequently, at the time of 
dealing with this and J. J. Thompson’s former application, its existence was not known.—A.G-., 20/8/79.

1,920 acres, now charted on map.—A.G., 24/2/79,

No. 31.
Mr. H. J. Withers to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, 79, New Pilt-street, 25 March, 1879.
On behalf of J. J. Thompson, I do myself the honor ftl request that the sum of £450 may be 

77-s™Uteo7Icres placed on the Additional Estimates to compensate him for expenses in a lawsuit, Wyndham v. Thompson, 
parish^Bukkuiia ^or trespass on a pre-emptive lease granted by the Lands Department to my client. The facts are as 
county Ana- follow :—

Thompson made application for 640 acres of land, under tho 13th clause of the Land Act, at the 
Pre-iease at of local Land Office, Inverell, at the same time he applied for a pre-lease in virtue thereof. The applications 
1877.1,020 acres, were sent to Sydney, and finally dealt with both by the Conditional Sales and Charting Branches, and my 

client was informed that he was entitled to 1,920 acres as a pre-lease ; the approval was given by the 
Minister, and a tracing was sent down to the Inverell Lands Office for my client and the public to see 
the boundaries. Thompson never occupied the pre-lease until the final approval was given, and 1 obtained 
a tracing with the length of each line marked thereon. He then marked them out upon the ground, and

went
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went into occupation by placing some aheep thereon; thou the lessee commenced an action against 
Thompson for £1,000 damages, and obtained a verdict. My client’s law expenses, &e., amounted to over 
the sum now claimed. I respectfully submit that the Charting Branch should never |have passed this 
conditional purchase without getting it transferred from the Inverell Office to the "Warialda, the land 
being just within the police district of the latter. This conditional purchase was passed as correct, my 
client resided on the land, and now, after two years, he tinds himself in the Supreme Court with a debt of 
£450, through an error made by the Department in granting a pre-lease and representing it as correct, 
taking rent every year, and thus leading Thompson into the position in which he now stands.

My client is a hard-working farmer, and unless something is done at once ruin will and must 
come, and caused, not by himself, but by the G-overnment.

I have, &c.,
HENliY J . WITHERS.

Minutes on No. 31.
It has always been the practice of the Department to grant a pre-lease in the district in which the 

conditional purchase application was made, and to furnish tracings accordingly, which was, as usual, done 
in this case.

In this instance the conditional purchase appears to have been applied for in tho wrong district, 
and being therefore invalid the pre-lease is of course void.—A.G-., 10/4/79.

Conditional Sales Branch,—With respect 1o tho conditional purchase.—C.A.B., 17/4/79.
By Chief Commissioner:—Enclose conditional papers. Urgent.—A.O.M., 17/4/79.
The conditional purchase has already been cancelled at the instance of tho applicant’s agent. The 

present matter is a claim for compensation for erroneous action as to the issue of the lease, and is for the 
attention of the Under Secretary, to whom it is returned.—A.O.M., 19/4/79.

By Under Secretary for Lands:—Immediate. Submitted as to whether the amount is to be 
placed on the Additional Estimates.—W.W.S., 20/4/79.

By Secretary for Lands:—I am of opinion that before this application can he entertained this 
Department must be furnished by the applicant with a certified copy of the information laid in the Sup
reme Court by _ the plaintiff in the ease, together with the evidence given, as well as the verdict of the 
Jury, and a certified copy of the costs paid by each side, and whether such costs have been taxed.—J.H., 
28/4/79.

No. 32.
Mr. E. S. Wyndliam to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, _ Karoola, Inverell, 14 April, 1879.
Having been informed that an application for a pre-emptive lease has been made by John J. 

Thompson, in virtue of Ws conditional purchase of 640 acres, lately made at Warialda, being portions 82 
and 83, in the parish of Bukkulla, county of Arrawatta, and that such pre-lease lias been applied for to 
extend over the Macintyro River, opposite the conditional purchase in question, I beg to point out that 
the land in question has been applied for by mo as a pre-lease in virtue of my conditional purchase, being 
Nos. 31 and 32, parish Wyndham, and gazetted as approved on 11th February, 1879.

f have, &c.,
EDWARD S. WYNDHAM.

No. 33.
Mr. E. S. Wyndham to The Under Secretary for Lands.

S*r> , _ Ivnroola, Inverell, 14 April, 1879.
Referring to my application for a pre-emptive lease, gazetted as approved in Gazette of 11th 

February, and numbered 79-4, district of Inverell, 1 beg to point out that the land is not available in 
the ordinary form, and to request that the form of the pre-lease may be amended so as to include the laud 
described in the application being on the opposite side of Waterford’s Creek,

I have, &c.,
--------  EDWARD S. WYNDHAM.

Minutes on above.
The pre-lease granted to J. J. Thompson, in virtue of portions Nos. 82 and 83, is No. 34 of 1877, 

and not the one attached; it does not interfere with Wyndham’s pre-lease. Wyndham’s pre-lease is now 
charted.—A.G., 7/6/79.

Mr. Gall,—Application for lease 34 of 1877 now attached. Is the land available?—C.A.B., 15/7/79. 
Tho pre-lease applied for by J. J. Thompson, in his late application 48 of 1879, is availably and will not 
interfere with Wyndham’s application 4 of 1879.—A.G., 19/7/79.

No. 34.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. H. J. Withers,

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 13 May, 1879.
_ In reply to your letter of the 25th Marchlast, applying, on behalf of Mr. J. J. Thompson,for 

compensation from the Government for erroneous action on their part with respect to a pre-emptive lease 
granted to the said J. J. Thompson, in the wrong district, and thereby subjecting him to an action in the 
Supreme Court, which he lost, I am directed to inform you that the Minister is of opinion that before 
your application can be entertained you shall furnish a certified copy of the information laid by the 
plaintiff, together with the evidence and verdict, and a certified copy of costs paid by each, stating whether 
taxed or not. 1 have, &c., °

W. W. STEPHEN,
Under Secretary.

No. 35.
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No. 35.
Gazette Notice.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 23 May, 1879, 
Approved Claims to Pre-emptive Leases.

It is hereby notified for general information that the claims of the undermentioned parties to leases of 
Crown Lands adjoining their respective freeholds have been approved, pursuant to the Regulations of 
27th August, 1875, but subject to such modifications or amendments as may, on further examination, be 
found to be necessary,

2. Such leases will entitle the lessees to occupy Crown Lands within the limits indicated by the 
said regulations (extract from which is hereto appended for more convenient reference), or so much there
of as may be open to, and not already under, lease by pre-emptive right, and may not be exempted from 
conditional purchase in virtue of improvements or notified as a reserve.

3. The rent, as hereunder specified, will be for the period from 1st January to 31st December, 1879, 
and must in each case be paid in full before the lease will have effect; credit will be allowed for the 
amounts already paid on deposit of the applications.

4. The leases will be renewable on the ordinary terms by payment of the rent for the ensuing year 
between 1st and 30th September.

JAMBS HOSKINS.

14

Land Agent’s No.—; No. of lease, 48; lessee’s name, J. J. Thompson; lessee’s address, Bultlmlla, 
Inverell; area of freehold in virtue of which lease is granted, 640 acres; area, 1,920 acres; annual rent, £6; 
county of Arrawatta; parish of Bukkulla; district of "Warialda; Office No. of application and papers, 
79-603 C.P. -
**###**##*#

5. Unless and until other boundaries shall be determined by the authority of the Minister for 
Lands, the boundaries of lands hereafter leased by pre-emptive right shall be held to be as follows :—

(1.) When the purchased land is taken or measured without frontage to any river, creek, road, or 
intended road, the pre-emptive leasehold shall surround such purchased land, and shall be bounded by lines 
parallel to the boundaries thereof, and of length equal to twice the length of the sides to which they are 
respectively parallel, and equidistanttherefrom.

(2.) When the purchased land has any such frontage the pre-emptive leasehold shall surround such 
purchased laud on all sides, other than tho frontage, and shall be bounded by lines parallel to the boun
daries thereof, and the side lines shall be distant respectively from the side lines of the purchased land by 
one-quarter the breadth of such land, and the hack line shall he distant from the back line of such land 
by the space which would include three times the area thereof.

No. 36.
Application by Mr. J. Graham.

M,
[Occupation Act, 1861, Lands Acts Amendment Act, 1875.] 

To be used in Claiming to Lease adjoining Lands under Pre-emptive Right.
District of Inverell.

Received this 29th day of May, 1879, at 10 o’clock, together with the sum of one pound.
W. CLARE CARDEW, 

Land Agent.
Sir, Karoola, Inverell, 29 May, 1879.

In pursuance of the provisions of the Crown Lands Occupation Act of 1861, the Lands Acts 
Amendment Act, 1875, and Regulations thereunder, 1, John Q-raham, do hereby apply to be allowed to 
lease tho sections or portion of Crown Lands hereunder described., at the fixed rent of £2 per section, 
which I hereby tender.

The land in virtue of which I claim to exercise a right of pre-emption is situated as follows, and is 
now in my possession, viz :—County of Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla, situated on the right bank of the 
Macintyre River, containing 80 acres, being conditional purchase, on the 20th day of September, 1877, by 
John Asimns, at Inverell. I am, &e.,

JOHN GRAHAM,
To the Land Agent for the District of Inverell, (JPerP. P. Wright).

Description of the Sections or Portion applied for.
240 acres, adjoining on the east the above conditional purchase. No. 81 of SOacres.

Minute on No. 36.
240 acres, gazetted 15th July, 1879. Objectionable, there being no available land.—A.G., 11/10/79

No. 37.
Application by Messrs. E. S. Wyndham and P. P. Wright.

M.
[Occupation Act, 1861, Lands Acts Amendment Act, 1875.]

To be used in Claiming to Lease adjoining Lands under Pre-emptive Right.
District of Warialda.

Received this 19th day of June, 1879, at 10 o’clock, together with the sum of one pound (£1).
P. CAMERON MACARTHUR, 

Land Agent.
Sir,



Sir, Inverell, 12 June, 1879.
In pursuance of the provisions of the Grown Lands Occupation Act of 1861, the Lands Acts 

Amendment Act, 187o, and Regulations thereunder, we, 15. S. 'Wyndham and P. P. “Wright, do hereby 
apply to be allowed to lease tho sections or portion of Crown Lands hereunder described, at the fixed 
rent of £2 per section, which we hereby tender.

The laud in virtue of which we claim to exercise a right of pre-emption is situated as follows, and 
is now in our possession, vis.:—

County of Arrawatta, parish of Arthur’s Seat, having frontage to travelling stock reserve 
No. 337, containing 86 acres, being selection on the 7th day of January, 1878, by E. S. Wyndham and 
P. P. Wright, at Warialda. I am, &c.,

PERCY P. WRIGHT,
To the Land Agent for the District of Warialda. (Eor Wyndham & Wright).

Description.
258 acres of Crown Lands, lying to the west and north of and adjoining our portion No. 27 of 86 

acres, all in the parish of Arthur’s Seat, county of Arrawatta.

Minutes on jVo. 37.
258 acres, gazetted 16 December, 1879. This case to stand over until J. J. Thompson's pre-lease 

48 of 79, Warialda, has been finally decided.—J.T., 5/3/80. Thompson’s case not settled.—H.M., 
16/4/80. ____________________________

No. 38.
Gazette Notice.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 15 July, 1879.
' Approved claims to Pre-emptive Leases.
It is hereby notified for general information that the claims of the undermentioned parties to leases of 
Crown Lands adjoining their respective freeholds have been approved, pursuant to the regulations of 
27 August, 1875, but subject to such modifications or amendments as may, on further examination, be 
found to be necessary.

2. Such leases will entitle the lessees to occupy Crown Lands within the limits indicated by the 
said regulations (extract from which is hereto appended for more convenient reference), or so much

1 thereof as may be open to, and not already under, icase by pre-emptive right, and may not be exempted 
from conditional purchase in virtue of improvements, or notified as a reserve.

3. The rent, as hereunder specified, will be for the period from 1st July to 31st December, 1879, 
and must in each case be paid in full before the lease will have effect. Credit will he allowed for the 
amounts already paid on deposit of the applications.

4. Tho leases will he renewable on the ordinary terms by payment of the rent for the ensuing
year between 1st and 30th September. JAMES HOSKINS.

**##**#**## 
, Land agent’s No. —; No. of lease, 20; lessee's name, John Graham; address, Karoola; area of 

freehold in virtue of which lease is granted, 80 acres. Particulars of lease: Area, 240 acres; rent, 10s.; 
county Arrawatta ; situation, parish of Bukkulla; district, Inverell; Office No. of application and 
papers, 79/985 conditional purchase.
***********

5. Unless and until other boundaries shall be determined by the authority of tho Minister for 
Lands, the boundaries of lands hereafter leased by pre-emptive right shall be held to he as follows :—

(1.) When the purchased land is taken or measured without frontage to any river, creek, road, or 
intended road, the pre-emptive leasehold shall surround such purchased land, and shall be bounded by 
lines parallel to the boundaries thereof, and of length equal to twice the length of the sides to which they 
are respectively parallel, and equi-distant therefrom.

(2.) When the purchased land has any such frontage the pre-emptive leasehold shall surround 
such purchased land on all sides other than the frontage, and shall be bounded by lines parallel to the 
boundaries thereof, and the side lines shall be distant respectively from the side lines of the purchased 
land by one-quarter the breadth of such land, and the back lines shall be distant from the back lines of 
such land by the space which would include three times the area thereof.

No. 39.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 30 July, 1879.
With reference to pre-emptive lease No. 79/48 of 1,920 acres, in the county of Arrawatta, 

standing in the name of J. J. Thompson, I am directed to transmit to you a tracing showing the approxi
mate position of the lease. I have, &c.,

C. A. BROWN,
(For the Hnder Secretary).

No. 40.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. J. Thompson.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 30 July, 1879.
With reference to pre-emptive lease No. 79/48 of 1,920 acres, in the county of Arrawatta, 

parish of Bukkulla, in the name of J. J. Thompson, I am directed to inform you that a tracing of the 
approximate position of the lease has this day been forwarded to the agent for inspection.

I have, &c.,
C. A. BROWN,

____________________________ (For the Under Secretary),
No. 41.
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77-111. 429 
acres, notified 
27th November 
1877. district of 
Warialda.

Ill of 1877, dis 
trict of Warialda 
notified 27 Nov
ember, 1877.

No. 41.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 30 July, 1870.
I am directed to invite your attention to the list of approximate claims to the pre-emptive 

leases published in the Government Gazette of the 15th instant, and to request you will he good enough to 
report to this Department all payments of rent made in common therewith.

Tracings of these leases will be forwarded to you as soon as the conditional purchases have been 
surveyed and charted on the office maps. I have, &c.,

C. A. BLOWN,
______________________ (For the Under Secretary).

16

No. 42.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. John Graham.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 30 July, 1879.
I am directed to inform you that pre-emptive lease No. 79/20, of 240 acres, in the district of 

Inverell, notified in the Government Gazette of the 15th instant as approved in your favour, has been 
granted in satisfaction of your application of the 29th May, 1879 for a corresponding area.

The annual rent will he £i,but, as will be understood from the Gazette notice, only half this amount 
is required for the tenure of the lease up to tho end of the current year. This latter sum is coveredby the 
money, £1, deposited at the time of application ; and the amount, 10s., paid in excess has, having regard to 
the date of approval, been retained as part payment of the rent for the ensuing year. The sum due for 
renewal, 10s., must be paid on or before the 15th September next.

For each succeeding year the rent must he paid during the month of September of the year pre
ceding, or, if tendered after this date, must be paid, with the incurred penalty, on or prior to the 31st 
December.

From the last section of the 12th clause of the Crown Lands Occupation Act it will he seen 
that, should any part of your lease be absorbed by conditional purchases or other alienations, no other land 
can he allowed in place of it, and that the remaining area can be held only on payment of the rent charged 
for the lease as originally granted.

As you will he expected when writing to this Department to state the number of the lease, its area, 
and the date of notification of approval in the Government Gazette, you will find it expedient to carefully 
preserve this letter on account of its containing the information required.

1 have, &c.,
C. A. BROWN,

____ (For the Under Secretary).

No. 43.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. R W. Wright.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 19 August, 1879.
I am directed to inform you that the Colonial Treasurer has been authorized to refund to you 

the sum of £2 Os. 3d., being the rent paid on the pre-emptive lease noted in the margin for 1878 and 1879. 
The lease has been cancelled, the land applied for being already under lease,

2. I am to add that when the money is ready for payment notice to that effect will be forwarded to 
you from the Treasury. I have, &e.,

C. A. BROWN,
(For the Under Secrelary).

No. 44.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Warialda.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 19 August, 1879.
Amount Rem out of I am directed lo inform you that Mr. F. W. Wright’s pre-emptive lease,

refunded, which taken. No. 77-111, of 429 acres, iu the county of Arrawatta, notified as approved in the 
.czoa. 3d. 1S78 & 1379. Government Gazette of the 27th November, 1877, has been cancelled.

The rent paid for 1878 and 1879 has been authorized for refund; and, in order 
that full particulars may he entered in your register, the several amounts which form the sum to be 
returned are clearly shown in the marginal schedule.

It may he mentioned that the lease has been cancelled, as the laud applied for is already under 
lease. T have, &c.,

C. A. BROWN,
(For the Under Secretary),

No. 45.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.

Revenue Refunded.
Sir, Lands Department, Sydney, 19 August, 1879.

I am directed to request that you will be good enough.to refund to Mr. Fredericlt W. Wright, 
of Bultkuila, the sum of £2 Os. 3d., credited at the Treasury on the 10th July, 1877, and 6th August, 
1S7S, being the rent paid on the pre-emptive Icase noted in the margin, as the land applied for is under 
lease to J, J. Thompson. I have, &c.,

CHARLES A. BROWN,
---------------- {Pro Under Secretary).

The
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The Auditor-General, for verification.—G.E., Under Secretary. The Treasury, B.C., 26 August,
1879. The above amount of £2 Os. 3d. was credited to the Consolidated Eevenue Fund on the above 
date—E.A.R., Deputy Auditor-General. Department of Audit, Sydnev, B.C., 28th August, 1879. The 
Under Secretary for Finance and Trade. *

Received on the day of September, 1879, the above sum of £2 Os. 3d. sterling, on behalf
of F. W. Wright

17

No. 46.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. J. Thompson.

_ Department of Lands, Sydney, 15 October, 1879,
I am directed to inform you that the Colonial Treasurer has been authorized to refund to you 7849,1,SBoacrea, 

the sum of <£6, being the rent paid on the pre-emptive lease noted in the margin for 1879. 25thflMay,nis79,
The lease has been cancelled, as the land is severed from its basis by a prior lease. district of ’
2. I am to add that when the money is ready for payment notice to that effect will be forwarded 1'Urlakla, 

to you from the Treasury. I have, Ac.,
CHARLES OLIVER,

____________________ _______ (Pro Under Secretary).

No. 47.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Warialda.

Amount Rent out of 
refunded, which taken.

£0.

Date when 
credited 
at the 

Treasury.

1879, 8 April, 1879,

Sir, _ Department of Lands, Sydney, 15 October, 1879.
I am directed to inform you that Mi’. J. ,T. Thompson’s pre-emptive 

lease, Ho. 79-48, of 1,920 acres, in the county of Arrawatta, notified as 
approved in the Government Gazette of the 23rd May, 1879, has been cancelled. 

_ The rent paid for 1879 has been authorized for refund; and, in order
that full particulars may he_entered in your register, the several amounts which form the sum to he 
returned are clearly shown in the marginal schedule.

It may be mentioned that the lease has been cancelled, as it is severed from its basis by a prior lease.
I have, &c„

CHARLES OLIVER,
_____________________________ (Eor the Under Secretary).

No. 48.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.

_ Revenue Refunded.
®'r! . Lands Department, Sydney, 15 October, 1879.

r ii i. * am d’recte(ito ^est that you will be good enough to refund to Mr. J. J. Thompson, of jgof 1879 dia- 
Inverellj the sum of credited nt the Treasury on the 3rd April, 1879, being the rent paid on tho pro- wanaida, 
emptive lease noted in the margin, as there is no available land to satisfy his claim. i8T9fl<sd 23 Ma>'

I have, Ac.,
CHARLES OLIVER,

--------  (Pro Under Secretary),
Ihe Auditor-General, for verification,—The Treasury, B.C., 20 October, 1879. G.E., Under Secre

tary. The above amount of £6 wras credited to the Consolidated Revenue Fund, on the 3rd April, 1879,
Department of Audit, Sydney, B.C., 23rd October, 1879.—0. Rollestox, Auditor-General. The 
U nder Secretary for Finance and Trade. _

Received on the day of 187 , the sum of £G sterling, on behalf of

No. 49.
Mr. H. Lane to The Under Secretary for Lands.

®'r> 79, New Pitt-street, 22 October, 1879.
I do myself the honor to request that a refund of the rent paid by my client, J. J. Thompson, 

on the pre-lease noted in margin, may he at once refunded. The lease was cancelled some time ago, the 
conditional purchase being illegal. I have, Ac.

_ -------- - HENRY LANE.
Minute on above.

Inform that Treasury was authorized to refund the money on the 17th ultimo—R.H.D., 4/12/79.

Parish Bukkulla; 
county Arra- 4 
watta, J, J. *
Thompson; pre
lease £4Jof 1877, 
lf820 acres.

No. 50.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.
^r’ . Department of Lands, Sydney, 17 November, 1879.

w nr • '*;o my letter to you of the 19th August last, notifying the cancellation of Mr. F. ill of 1877,
VV. Wright s pre-lease, noted in the margin, I am directed to inform you that said cancellation has been 420
now revoked, and the lease accepted as unobjectionable. I have, Ac., cres'

’ -------- W. W. STEPHEN.
Minutes on above.

u j Under Secretary for Finance and Trade:—Under the within authority the refund is to be can
celled, being £2 Os. 3d. rent of pre-lease. The Paymaster. The Accountant. The Examiner. Then the 
Auditor-General. G.E., 22/11/79. Verification cancelled. Noted and returned to Under Secretary 
lor Lands,—C. Roixestox, 10/12/79. Under Secretary, Department of Lands.

730-C No. 51,
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No. 51.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Auditor-General.

in of i8T7 Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 17 November, 1879.
wiriaida, 429 Referring to the cancellation of Mr. Frederick Wentworth Wnght’s pre-lease, noted in. the
27 November,^ margin, I am directed to state, for your information, that said cancellation has now been revoked, and the
1877. lease accepted as unobjectionable. I have, Ac.,

--------  W. W. STEPHEN.
Minutes on above.

By the Auditor-General:—F. W. Wright, cancellation of lease revoked. The revocation of the 
cancellation has been noted; but £2 Os. 3d. rent was verified, 28th August, 1879. Perhaps the Under 
Secretary for Lands will be good enough to obtain and forward to this Department Wright’s refund 
voucher (cancelled) for notation.—0. Rolleston, 18/11/79. _

By Under Secretary for Lands:—The Under Secretary for Finance will perhaps say whether the 
amount has been refunded.—W.W.S. Lands Department, B.C., 8/12/79. By the Under Secretary 
for Finance and TradeThe Paymaster.—G.E., 13/12/79. No refund has taken place, the voucher 
having been cancelled by Lands’ letter of 18th November, 1879.—J.D.C. Pay Branch, Treasury, B.C., 
15/12/79. G.E. The Chief Commissioner, Department of Lands. Mr. Blackman,—As to any
further action in the Alienation Branch, —F.W., 31/12/79. Referred to Lease Branch as to further 
action.—C N., 19/1/80. Mr. Wilson, By Under Secretary for Lands The Auditor-General, with 
reference to the Treasury blank cover of 15th December, 1879.—W.W.S., B.C., 27/1/80.

No. 52.

77-S4, l,920»crc9, 
notified on the 
27th November, 
1877, at Inverell.

The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. J. Thompson.
Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 8 December, 1879.

I am directed to inform you that the Colonial Treasurer has been authorized to refund to you 
the sum of £15, being the rent paid on the pre-emptive lease noted in the margin for the years 1877,1878, 
and 1879. .

2, I am to add that when the money is ready for payment notice to that effect will be forwarded to 
you from the Treasury. I have, &c.,

C. A. BROWN,
(Pro Under Secretary).

No. 53.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lauds Agent, Inverell.

Sir,
Amounts 
refunded. 
£ e, d, 
3 0 0 
6 0 0 
6 0 0

Rent out of 
which taken,

1877
1B78
1879

Date when 
credited at 

theTreosury.

6/10/77
8a/78
2/10/78

Department of Lands, Sydney, 8 December, 1879.
I am directed to inform you that Mr. J. J. Thompson’s pre-emptive 

lease, No. 7,734 of 1,920 acres, in the county of Arrawatta^ notified as 
approved in the Government Gazette of the 27th November, 18/7, has been 
cancelled.

The rent paid since ihe 1st .Tuly, 1877, has been authorized for 
refund; and, in order that full particulars may be entered in your register, the several amounts which form 
the sum to be returned are clearly shown in the marginal schedule.

It may be mentioned that the lease has been cancelled.
’ 1 have, &c.,

C. A. BROWN,
(For the Under Secretary).

No. 54.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Under Secretary for finance and Trade.

5ir Lands Department, Sydney, 8 December, 1879.
I am directed to request that you will be good enough i.o refund to Mr. .1. J. Thompson, of 

77-34,1,821)acres Inverell the sum of £15, credited at the Treasury on the 6th November, 1877, 8th January, 1878, and 
27th1 November, 2nd October, 1878, being the rent paid on the pre-emptive lease particularized in the margin for the years 
is??, at inverell! q877, 1878, and 1879. The lease has been cancelled.

I have, &c.,
O. A. BROWN,

(Pro Under Secretary),

No. 55.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. Graham.

giP Department of Lands, Sydney, 11 December, 1879.
’ I am directed to inform you that the Colonial Treasurer has been authorized to refund to you 

n^iffcd “iTthe tho sum of £1, being the rent paid on the pre-emptive lease noted in the margin for 1879 and 1880. 
16th Joiy/isrs'j The lease has been cancelled, there being no available land.
at Inverell 2. I am to add that when the money is ready for payment notice to that effect will be forwarded

to you from the Treasury. I have, &c.,
J C. A. BROWN,

(Pro Under Secretary).
No. 56.
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No. 56.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inyerell.

Date when Sir> . Department of Lands, Sydney, 11 December, 1879.
Amounts Rent out of treditei ot I am directed to inform you that Mr. .Tonn Graham's Dre-enrotivo
refund^, whichteken. thoTmosury. ^ ^o. 7,920, of 240 acres, in the county of Arrawatta, notified as approved

o 10 o im 6/9/79 ^10 Dovcirmnent Gazette of the 15th July, 1879,has been cancelled.
1 ” The rent paid since the 1st July, 1870, has been authorized for refund :

and, in order that full particulars may be entered in your register, the several amounts which form the 
sum to be returned are clearly shown in the marginal schedule.

It may be mentioned that the lease has been cancelled, as there is no available land.
I have, &c.,

C. A. BROWN,
______ ________________ ______ (For the Under Secretary).

Date of 
credit.

No. 57.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.

Sir, Department of Lands. Sydney, 11 December, 1879.
I am directed to request that you will be good enough to refund the 

sum of £1 to John Graham, of Inverell.
W» The amount, particulars of which are specified in the margin, has been

” paid on pre-emptive lease. No. 7,920, of 240 acr'es, in the county of Arra
watta, district of Inverell, notified on the loth July, 1879, and the refund has been authorized, as there 
is no available land. I have, Ac.,

C. A. BROWN, '
(For the Under Secretary).

Year for
Amount to which rent is 

oo refunded. paid.
£ e. d.
0 10 0 1879
0 10 0 1880

No. 58.
Gazette Notice.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 16 December, 1879.
Claims to Pre-emptive Leases.

It is hereby notified.for general information that the claims of the undermentioned parties to leases of 
Crown Lands adjoining their respective freeholds have been approved, pursuant to the Regulations of 
27th August, 1875, hut subject to such modifications or amendments as may, on further examination, be 
found to he necessary.

2. Such leases will entitle the lessee to occupy Crown Lands within the limits indicated by the said 
Regulations (extract from which is hereto appended for more convenient reference), or so much thereof as 
may . be open to, and not already under, lease by pre-emptive right, and may not he exempted from 
conditional purchase in virtue of improvements, or notified as a reserve.

3. The rent, as hereunder specified, will he for the period from the 1st July to the 31st December, 
1879. Credit will he allowed for the amounts already paid on deposit of the applications.

4. Tho rents for the year 1880 must be paid within two months from the date of this notice.
. 5. The leases will thereafter he renewable, on the ordinary terms, by payment of the rent for each 

ensuing year, between 1st and 30th September.
-------- --------- ■ JAMBS HOSKINS.

***********
Land Agents No. —; No. of lease, 100; lessees, E. S. Wynaham and P. P. Wright; lessees’ address, 
Inverell; area of freehold in virtue of which lease is granted, 86 acres; area, 258 acres; rent, 10s.; 
county, Arrawatta, parish of Arthur’s Seat; district, Wairalda; Office No. of applications and papers,

5. Unless and until other boundaries shall he determined by the authority of the Minister for 
Lands the boundaries of lauds hereafter leased by pre-emptive right shall be held to be as follows:—

(1.) When the purchased land is taken or measured without frontage to any river, creek, road, or 
intended road, the pre-emptive leasehold shall surround such purchased land, and shall he bounded by 
lines parallel to the boundaries thereof, and of length equal to twice the length of the sides to which 
they are respectively parallel, and equidistant therefrom,

(2.) When the purchased land has any such frontage the pre-emptive leasehold shall surround 
such purchased land on all sides other than the frontage, and shall he hounded by lines parallel to the 
boundaries thereof; and the side lines shall he distant respectively from the side lines of the purchased 
land by one-quarter the breadth of such land, and the back line shall be distant from the back line of 
such land by the space which would include three times the area of thereof.

No. 59.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Warialda.

®r! _ Department of Lands, Sydney, December, 1879.
I am directed to invite your attention to the list of approximate claims to pre-emptive leases 

published in the Government Gazette of the 16th instant, and to request you will be good enough to 
report to this Department all payments of rent made in common therewith.

Tracings of these leases will be forwarded to you as soon as the conditional purchases have been 
surveyed and charted on the office maps. I have, Ac,,

C, A. BROWN,
____________________________ (For the Under Secretary).

No. 60.



No. 60.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Messrs. E. S. Wyndham and E. J. Wright.
Gentlemen, Department of Lands, Sydney, December, 1879.

I am directed to inform you that pre-emptive lease No. 79-100, of 258 acres, in the dis
trict of Warialda, notified in the Government Gazette of the 16th instant as approved in your favour, has 
been granted in satisfaction of your application of the 19th June, 1879, for a corresponding area.

The annual rent will be £1, but, as will be understood from the Gazette notice, only half this 
amount is required for the tenure of the lease up to the end of the current year. This latter sum is 
covered by the money, £1, deposited at the time of application; and the amount, 10s., paid in excess 
has, having regard to the date of approval, been retained as part payment of the rent for the ensuing year. 
The sum due for renewal, 10s., must be paid on or before the 16th February, 1880,

For each succeeding year the rent must be paid during the month of September of the year 
preceding; or, if tendered after this date, must be paid, with the incurred penalty, on or prior to the 31st 
December.

From the last section of the 12th clause of the Crown Lands Occupation Act it will be seen 
that, should any part of your lease be absorbed by conditional purchases or other alienations, no other 
land can be allowed in place of it, and that the remaining area can be held only on payment of the rent 
charged for the lease as originally granted.

As you will be expected when writing to this Department to state the number of the lease, its area, 
and the date of notification of approval in tho Government Gazette, you will find it expedient to carefully 
preserve this letter on account of its containing the information required.

I have, Ac.,
C. A. BKOWN,

(For the Under Secretary).

No. 61.
Memorandum by Auditor-General.

Wright’s Lease 77-11. 7 February, 1880.
With reference to the Lands Department blank cover of 15th December last, the Under Secretary 
for Lands is informed that the refund voucher has been noted as cancelled, and returned to Lands 
Department on 10th December last.

The case is therefore settled, and these papers are returned for deposit to the Under Secretary for 
Lands. ' C. ROLLESTON.

No. 62.
Mr. H. J. Withers to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, 83, New Pitt-street, 5 January, 1881.
I respectfully request that the pre-lease applied for by J. J. Thompson, at Warialda, and 

situated in county Arrawatta, may be at once dealt with. My client is very anxious to make use of the 
ground. I have, &c.,

--------  HENRY J. WITHERS.
Minutes on No. 62.

Papers herewith dealt with in Charting Branch.—T.E.C., 5 January, 1881. _ _
J. J. Thompson’s pre-loase, 480-79, was cancelled on 15th October, 1879, owing to his C.P. being cut 

off from vacant land by Mr. A, M'Donald’s conditional purchase 76-33 {vide L.A. 79-603). Objection 
was raised to the cancellation on the grounds that M'Donald’s conditional purchase was not measured 
according to description, and that if correctly measured the conditional purchase would not adjoin. It 
has, however, been decided that M'Donald’s conditional purchase shall stand as measured, with a road of 
access left for portion No. 82, as Thompson’s conditional purchase does not adjoin vacant land excepting 
the said road. It is submitted as to whether a pre-lease can be granted. A tracing is li ore with attached 
showing portion of conditional purchases referred to.—A.G., 14/1/81.

The vacant land does not adjoin J. J. Thompson’s conditional purchase, unless the road of access 
between No. 101 and Nos. 83 and’84 is included within the lease submitted for decision.—E.H.W., 
17/1/81. , . . .

By Under Secretary for Lands:—The decision finally settling this ease was given by the Minister, 
which determined the position of M'Donald’s conditional purchase. If the pre-lease is now granted it 
will have the effect of granting a lease connected with the holding, in virtue of which it is applied 
for, by an existing road.—C.O., 23/1/84, _

By the Secretary for Lands:—I wish to be furnished with a tracing showing the exact position of 
the land applied to he pre-leased by Thompson, as I cannot make out by this tracing, nor by his applica
tion, what land he sought to obtain on pre-lease.—J.H., 25/1/81.

By the Under Secretary for Lands:—Amended tracing herewith.—O.O., 29/1/81.
By the Secretary for Lands:—X wish to he informed which is the date when the application was 

made for the conditional purchase of 70-33, as well as the date when the application was made for 
Thompson’s pre-lease.—J.H., 2/2/81. • _ _

Conditional purchase 76-33 applied for on 13th April, 18/6. Thompson’s pre-lease application 
dated 7th March, 1879.—F.HAV, 7/2/81. _

By the Under Secretary for Lands:—Amended tracing herewith.—C.O., 8/2/81.

No. 63.
Gazette Notice,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 28 January, 1881.
Land Office Districts.

His Excellency the Governor, in Council, pursuant to the Lands Act Amendment Act, 1875, has been 
pleased to alter and vary the limits and areas of the Land Districts of Inverell and "Warialda, as set forth 
in the amended descriptions of such districts hereto appended. This notification to take effect on and 
after the 17th proximo. JAMES HOSKINS.

--------  Land
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Land District of lavcrcll.
Embracing part of the pastoral district of New England and G-wydir; and bounded on the cast 

from the northern watershed of the Severn Liver by a line forming the northerly prolongation of 
the western boundary of H. Gordon’s 160 acres at Strathbogie, and that boundary bearing south to the 
Severn Liver; and thence by aline hearing south to the eastern watershed of Arrawatta Creek; thence 
by the range dividing the waters falling to that creek, King’s Plains Creek, Swan Brook, and the 
Macintyre Biver from those falling to Cameron’s Creek, "Wellmgrove Creek, and the Beardy Waters, 
tributaries of the Severn Biver, southerly to the northern watershed of Clark’s Creek; thence by the 
boundary dividing the counties of Gough and Clarke from the county of Hardinge southerly to the 
head of George’s Creek at a point easterly from the norh-cast corner of portion No. 44, parish of Everett, 
county of Hardinge; on the south by George’s Creek downwards to the north-east comer of portion No. 
73-2 on that creek, parish of Abiogton ; and thence by the boundary dividing the parishes of Abingtou 
and Laura, bearing southerly to Barlow or Abingtou Creek, at the south-western corner of W. H. and
G. P. Morse's 320 acres, portion 2-67, at Abingtou ; and thence by that creek downwards to the Gwydir 
or Bundarra Biver; thence by that river downwards to King John's Creek; and by that creek upwards 
to the boundary lino dividing the parishes of Darbysleigh and Cameron, at a point about 34 chains 
southerly from the south boundary of portion No. 32, parish of Darbysleigh; thence by the boundary 
dividing those parishes bearing west to Baker’s Creek, at about 4 chains south from the south-eastern 
corner of portion No. 12, parish of Drummond ; thence by Baker’s Creek upwards about 1 mile and 24 
chains from the south-east comer of portion No. 12 aforesaid; and thence by the boundary dividing tho 
parishes of Drummond and Cameron, as shown on the map of the county of Hardinge, bearing west to 
the boundary dividing the counties of Darling and Hardinge ; and thence by that boundary northerly to 
the boundary dividing the counties of Darling and Murchison; and thonco by that boundary westerly to 
a point northerly of the Woolshed Station, on Woolshed Creek, parish of Ironbark, comity of Darling; 
thence on the west by a tributary of Three-waterhole Creek, a tributary of Middle Creek, county of 
Murchison, northerly to Middle Creek; and by Middle Creek to Beedy Creek, by that creek to Keera 
Creek, and by that creek downwards to the Gwydir Biver; and thence by that river upwards to tributary 
of that river, shown on the map of the county of Murchison, dividing the parishes of Evans and Dingo; 
thence by the boundary dividing the parishes of Dingo aud Stag and Turrawarra from Evans, Durham, 
and Deiungra, as shown on the map of the county of Murchison, northerly to the boundary dividing the 
counties of Murchison and Burnett, at a point about £ of a mile west from the north-west comer of 
portion No. 142, parish of Turrawarra; thence by that boundary easterly to the south-west corner of 
portion No. 56, parish of Burnett, county of Burnett; thence by the boundary dividing the parishes of 
Burnett and Gunnee bearing north to ‘Warialda or Beedy Creek; and thence by that creek downwards to 
the south-west corner of portion 51 of that parish; and thence by the west boundary of that portion 
bearing north, crossing Boundary Creek, near the western boundary of portion No. 49 of the said parish ; 
thence by that creek easterly and a line east to the south-west corner of portion No. 138, parish of 
Burnett; thence by the west boundary of that portion and portion No. 134, northerly, and by tho 
southern boundaries of portions Nos. 135 and 136 westerly, and the western boundary of the latter 
portion northerly, and the northern boundaries of portions Nos. 136 and 135 aforesaid easterly, to the 
north-west corner of portion No. 134 of that parish; and thence by the boundaries dividing the parishes 
of Burnett and Gragin northerly to the north-west corner of portion No. 152, parish of Burnett, at the 
boundary dividing the counties of Burnett and Arrawatta ; thence by that boundary westerly to the east 
boundary of portion of portion No. 52, parish of Graman, county of Arrawatta; thence by the east, 
the south, and the west boundaries of that portion southerly, westerly, and northerly to its north-west 
corner; and thence by the western boundaries of the parishes of Graman and Bussell, county of 
Arrawatta, northerly to Cucumber Creek, to its confluence with the Severn Biver ; and thence by 
the Macintyre Biver downwards to the boundary dividing the parishes of Severn and Mandoe, at about 
1 mile and 45 chains in a direct line below the north-west corner of W. and J. Bussell’s portion 
No. 1-67, Eena Bun, parish of Severn; thence by the boundary dividing the parisbes of Severn and Mandoe 
bearing east, aud the boundaries dividing the parishes of Mandoe, Meriti, Ellis, and Bora from the 
parishes of Bose, Hetheriugton, and Texas, as shown on the county map of Arrawatta, to tho 
Dumaresq Biver, at a point about 1 mile below the north-west corner of ]?. Callachor’s additional 
conditional portion No. 6, parish of Texas; and thence on the north by the Damaresq Biver upwards to 
the western boundary of the pastoral district of New England; and thence by that boundary southerly 
to the northern watershed of the Severn Biver; and thence by that watershed easterly, to the point of 
commencement.

Land District of AVarialda.
_ Embracing part of the pastoral district of Gwydir; aud bounded on the west from the Macintyre 

Biver by the western boundary of portion of water reserve No, 895, notified 22nd September, 1879, 
Carbucky Bun, at Boogoo-you, county of Siapyltou, bearing south, and the western and part of the 
southern boundaries of the parishes of Trinkey and Limebone, county of Stapylton, southerly and 
easterly to Cropper Creek, as shown on the map of that county at the Surveyor-General’s Office, Sydney; 
and by Cropper Creek south-easterly to the boundary dividing the counties of Stapylton and Burnett; 
thence by the boundary dividing the counties of Stapylton and Courallie from the county of Burnett 
southerly to the northern boundary of the county 'of Murchison ; and thence on the south by the 
boundary dividing tho counties of Murchison and Burnett easterly to the boundary dividing the parishes 
Gunne and Burnett, county of Burnett, at the south-west corner of portion No. 56, parish of Burnett; 
thence on the east by that boundary bearing north to Warialda or Beedy Creek; thence by that creek 
downwards to the south-west corner of portion No. 51 of that parish ; and thence by the west boundary of 
that portion bearing north crossing Boundary Creek, near the western boundary of portion No. 49 of tho 
said parish; thence by that creek easterly and a line east to the south-west corner of portion No. 138, 
parish of Burnett; thence by the west boundary of that portion and portion No. 134 northerly, and by 
the southern boundaries of portions Nos. 135 and 136 westerly, and the western boundary of the latter 
portion northerly, and tho northern boundaries of portions Nos, 136 and 135 aforesaid easterly, to the 
north-west corner of portion No. 134 of that parish ; and thence by the boundary dividing the parishes 
of Burnett and Gragin northerly to the north-west corner of portion No, 152, parish of Burnett, at the 
boundary dividing the counties of Burnett and Arrawatta; thence by that boundary westerly to the east

boundary
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boundary of portion No, 52, pariah of Grraman, county of Arrawatta; thence by the east, the south, and 
the west boundaries of that portion southerly, westerly, and northerly to its north-west corner ; thence by 
the western boundaries of the parishes of Graman and Russell, county of Arrawatta, northerly to 
Cucumber Creeh; and thence by Cucumber Creek downwards to its confluence with the Severn River; 
and thence by the Macintyre River downwards to the houndary dividing the parishes of Severn and 
Mandoe, at about 1 mile and 45 chains in a direct line below the north-west comer of W. and J. W. 
Russell’s portion 1-07, Eena Run, parish of Severn; thence by the boundary dividing the parishes of 
Severn and Mandoe bearing east, and the boundaries dividing the parishes of Mandoe, Meriti, Ellis, and 
Bora from the parishes of Rosa, Hetheriugton, and Texas, as shown on the county map of Arrawatta, to 
the Dumaresq River, at a point about 1 mile below the north-west corner of P. Callachor’s additional 
conditional purchase portion No. 6, parish of Texas; and thence on the north by the Dumaresq and 
Macintyre Rivers downwards, to the point of commencement.

No. 64.
Memorandum.

On April 13th, 1876, Angus M'Donald applied, under the 13th section, for conditional purchase 76-33 of 
150 acres, described as follows:—

Situated on the north bant of the MTntyre River, adjoining the western boundary of measured 
portion No. 57, running east; thence north ; thence south towards the river.

On May 3rd, 1877, ,T. J. Thompson applied at Inverell, under 13th section, for conditional purchase 
77-58 of 560 acres, and subsequently for 77-80 of 80 acres. These conditional purchases were declared 
void on the 21st Ecbruary, 1870, being applied for in the wrong_ district, the land being in 'Warialda 
District. Thompson applied for a pre-lease in virtue of these portions, which was granted as 34 of 1877, 
of 1,020 acres (edging coloured blue on sketch), which included portion No. 104. This was cancelled on 
17th November, 1879, the conditional purchases being void.

On the 6th March, 1879, J. J. Thompson applied at the Warialda office for conditional purchase
79- 28 of 640 acres, and on the following day for a pre-lease of 1,920 acres, which was granted as 48 of
1879, in the same position as 34 of 1877, and still including portion No. 104; this was cancelled on the 
15th October, 1879, as M'Donald’s conditional purchase cutoff the pre-lease from the conditional purchase 
of Thompson. , . ,

On June 19th, 1879, John Thompson applied for a conditional purchase, 79-85 of 40 acres, adjoining 
J. J. Thompson’s land, which was refused, the land being included in M'Donald’s conditional purchase.

On the 23rd December, 1879, the Deputy Surveyor-General recommended that, as conditional 
purchase 76-33 had. been incorrectly described, a fresb survey should he made, leaving 7 chains between 
M'Donald’s and J. J. Thompson’s conditional purchases, to enable the latter to keep his pre-lease. The 
Chief Commissioner objecting thereto, the Minister decided that only a road of access lo portion No. 82 
should he reserved (i.e., to J. J. Thompson’s conditional purchase), aud subsequently, on conditional sales
80- 25,781, confirmed his decision.—F.H.W., 14/2/81.

Minutes on above, _
The lease appears to have been twice gazetted in the form shown on the enclosed tracing. The 

conditional purchase in right of which it was originally applied for having been declared void, the lease 
also became void. The ground of the second refusal having no connection with the conditional purchase, 
was not in accordance with the present practice of the Department, there being a road of access, which 
originally formed portion of the lease left. Under the circumstances, it is suggested that the last cancel
lation be reversed on payment of arrears of rent, and subject to any conflicting interests which may have 
arisen in the meantime.—C.O., 14/2/81. Approved.—J.H., 15/2/81. Mr. Boot,—Reverse the
cancellation of 48 of 1879, and issue slip for payment of rent overdue without fine.—F.H.W., 17/2/81. 
Mr. Wilson,—Is the pre-lease to include portion No. 104, or any part of it ?—A.G-., 21/2/81.

J. J. Thompson’s pre-lease 48 of 1879 is now charted, and tracing is herewith attached; also 
Wyndham and Wright’s pre-lease 111 of 1877, which, being an undefined lease, was not charted when 
first dealt with. Ill of 1877 was applied for on the east of portions Nos. 79 and 80, but the form has 
been modified to admit of 48 of 1879 being granted.—A.G-., 24/2/81. Mr. Wilson.

No. 65.
Memorandum by Under Secretary for Lands. „

Will the Under Secretary for Finance and Trade be good enough to have the undermentioned lease 
rent refund voucher cancelled.

J. J. Thompson, £6, authorized on 15 October, 1879, lease 48 of 1879, Warialda. F.H.W ., pro 
Under Secretary, B.C., Department of Lands, Sydney, 18 February, 1881.

Minutes on above.
Under the within authority the refund voucher referred to is to be cancelled. The Paymaster; 

the Accountant; the Examiner; then the Auditor-G-eneral.—-G-.E.,23/2/81. Refund cancelled. C.R.,
11/3/81. ____________________________

No. 66.
Mr. H. J. Withers to The Chief Commissioner.

Sir, 83, New Pitt-street, 2 March, 1881.
On behalf of J. J, Thompson, I do myself the honor to direct your attention to the great loss 

my client has suffered, caused by the action of the Survey Office in passing a conditional purchase that 
was afterwards shown to be illegal. My client applied at the Inverell Land Office for 640 acres and a

pre-lease
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pre-lease in virtue thereof. The conditional purchase was surveyed, examined, and charted in the usual 
way, and my client informed it was all right; the pre-lease was first gazetted, then finally approved by the 
Minister for Lands, and my client informed that a tracing of it had been sent to the Inverell Land Office. 
Kot until he obtained this notice did Thompson use his lease, but immediately he placed sheep upon it the 
lessee commenced an action against him which has ruined my client. Tho case came on in the Supreme 
Court, Sydney, and it was shown that tho proper Lands Office was Warialda, not Inverell. A verdict was 
taken for £2 and costs, on the advice of Sir George Lines, counsel for my client. Thompson had resided 
on this conditional purchase for nearly two years, with his son and family, and was doing very well. On 
his behalf, I obtained a refund of deposit, and he selected at Warialda, and again applied for pre-lease. 
Both conditional purchase and pre-lease have now been transferred from Warialda to Inverell, the office 
which caused so much trouble to my client.

I do now respectfully ask that you will cause to he placed on the Estimates the sum of £600 as 
compensation for law expenses attending at Sydney for defendant and his witnesses, loss of time in residing 
two years on his selection and then having to commence residence again—in being compelled to sell 
sheep which he had purchased, not having any iand for them to run on, when his pre-lease was declared 
void. I may inform you that the £600 will not cover the loss my client has suffered ; writs have been 
issued against him, and he has been brought to the verge of ruin from a position in which he was enabled 
to make a very respectable income. My client has a large family, and not only does he suffer, but also 
those dependent on him for support.

lu submitting this application to the Honorable the Minister, I feel sure he will act justly with a 
man who in prosperity has been brought low by no action of Ills own, but who, on the contrary, did all it 
was possible to do to be certain that his land was legal before going into occupation.

I have, &c.,
HENRY J. WITHERS.

No. 67.
P. L. Murray, Esq., M.P., to The Secretary for Lands.

_ _ Sydntey, 10 March, 1881.
Referring to my conversation with you a few nights ago respecting selection of J. ,T. Thompson, 

Inverell (or Warialda), I find that there has been some correspondence going on in the matter, so that it 
will be unnecessary for me to go into the particulars of the case, but refer you to a letter from Thompson’s 
agent (Mr. Withers) to the Chief Commissioner, of 2nd instant, and beg to state that I am personally 
acquainted with all the facts set forth. I know that the unfortunate selector, Thompson, is ruined, and 
that it was through the mistake of the Department, and no fault of his. I trust that you will see your 
way to place £600 on the Supplementary Estimates as compensation for the loss sustained by him.

I am well aware that that sum is not sufficient to compensate him for the loss sustained, but as he 
has only asked for that sum, I trust there will be no objection to granting it.

I have, &c,,
--------  P. L. MURRAY.

Minutes on 2fo. 67.
By Chief Commissioner:—Urgent.—Charting Branch will perhaps be good enough to say if the 

conditional purchase of J. J. Thompson was in the Warialda District when he applied for it at Inverell, 
and how long it was before the error was corrected.—W.B. (for Chief Commissioner), 15/3/81.

Mr. Long.—At the time that .T. .T. Thompson conditionally purchased the land in question it was 
wholly within the Land District of Warialda (vide attached tracing taken from the maps then in use by 
the Land Agents of Warialda and Inverell.) The whole of the parish of Bukkulla, including the land 
applied for by J. J. Thompson, is now in the Inverell District, amended by Government Gazette notice, 
dated 28th January, 1881.—G. Lose, 18/3/81.

Thompson’s claim for compensation submitted. See letter of Mr. Withers for statement of his 
claim.—W.B., 21/3/81. Cannot the original conditional purchase papers be got.—W.B., 25/3/81. 
Yery urgent. See separate memorandum.—H.A.F., 25/3/81.

, By the Secretary for Lands;—Before I can give any consideration to the case, I require to be 
furnished with a full report from the Conditional Sales, Survey, and Pre-lease Branches on the statements 
made in the letter of Henry J. Withers, dated March 2nd, 1881, as agent on behalf of the conditional 
purchaser, J. J. Thompson. It cannot,'of course, be expected that I should receive as correct, and without 
any official comment or explanation, the statement made by any person making a claim for compensation 
on behalf of another person. I require to be officially notified whether the allegations made in Withers* 
letter are correct, namely, that Thompson was allowed, unquestioned, either by the Conditional Sales or 
Survey Branches, to make a conditional purchase in the wrong district, that the Survey Branch did not call 
attention to this fact with a view to the cancellation of the conditional purchase, and that the Pre-lease 
Branch gave a pre-lease for the wrong district, a combination of errors by the various branches of this 
Department which appears to mo to be inexplicable. I also wish to be officially informed if the allegations 
in reference to the trial are truthful; in short, I require to obtain all the information relative to this case 
from official and not from private sources.—J.H., 23/4/81.

Charting Branch, in the first instance.—W.B., 25/4/81.
The Surveyor-General:—I invite attention to the Minister for Lands’ minute, dated as far back as 

23rd April, 1881, in which he requires the report of this office on the matter of J. J. Thompson’s con
ditional purchase referred to in that minute, and tins cannot be given without papers 77/35,306-7 
Conditional Sales. Several applications and personal search have been made for required papers, and they 
are not to be obtained. Submitted that the attention of the Under Secretary for Lands be invited to the 
fact with the view to the papers being found and forwarded to this office.—W. D. Aemstboitg 13th 
May, 1881.

By the Surveyor-General:—Under Secretary for Lands accordingly.—P.F.A., 13/6/81.

No. 68.
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No. 68.
Memorandum.

J. J. Thompson’s case.
The facta of this case are as follow :—

John Jackson Thompson, on 3rd May, 1877, applied to the Crown Lands Agent at Inverell for a 
conditional purchase of 560 acres, describing the land as on the Macintyre Biver, and forming part of 
reserve No. 67, revoked 27th March, 1877.

A fortnight afterwards he selected, under section 2.1, 80 acres north of the previous purchase— 
again alluding to reserve No. 67.

On 29th September, 1877, Thompson applied to the Inverell agent for a pre-lease of 1,920 acres, 
the application being gazetted as granted on the 27th November'of the same year; and a tracing 
defining the lease being forwarded to the Inverell agent on the 8th Behruary, 1879.

The whole of the land applied for (conditional purchases and pre-leases) formed part of the 
Warialda District (and not Inverell) at dates of applications, reserve 67 being a very distinct feature on 
the county map.

It may bo mentioned, in passing, that on the 19th June, 1877 (three months prior to the date of 
Thompson’s pre-lease application), one F. W. Wright applied to the Warialda agent for a pre-lease of 
429 acres, and although applied for before Thompson, and at the proper office, and gazetted on the same 
day, the lease was afterwards cancelled, the reason assigned being interference with Thompson.

On 19th December, 1878, the selections were alienated to W. Thompson.
The measurement of Thompson's conditional purchase was charted on the map, although the 

selection had been taken up in the wrong district, and, so far as the papers obtainable will show, no 
action was taken either in the Survey or Lands Departments towards rectifying the errors until 21st 
February, 1879, when a letter was addressed to Mr. Thompson, care of Withers & Company, voiding 
the conditional purchases, and giving as the reason for so doing that the selections had been applied for 
at the wrong office. This was after the conclusion of a Supreme Court action against Thompson.

The Supreme Court records show that Wright and Wyndham, lessees of the run upon which 
Thompson selected, obtained a verdict against him, on 17th February, 1879, for £2 for trespass, the 
plaintiff’s costs being taxed at £204 5s. 5d, .

The defendant’s costs, as between attorney and client, including witnesses’ expenses, are fixed by 
his solicitor at £216 8s. Gd., as per certified hill with these papers.

Briefly, the selector’s applications were received at the wrong office, and, so far as the records of 
this Department will show, the land was surveyed and charted without attention being drawn to the error.

A pre-lease was granted in the wrong district, including land previously applied for by another 
person at the proper office, and no departmental action was taken towards voiding until the Supreme 
Court had adjudicated. In fact, the selector, by his agent, appears to have been the first person to draw 
attention to the illegality of the proceedings.—S.F., 18/5/81.

' 24

Min ulcs on No. 68. .
Beferred to the Surveyor-General in reference to his memorandum of the 13th instant. The 

missing papers cannot be found.—C.O., 25/5/81.
The case was dealt with in Mr. Armstrong’s branch. Perhaps some noting on the plan would 

show who dealt with the case, or whether the usual action in such cases had been taken, namely, return
ing papers to Conditional Sales Branch for alteration of district, or throw any additional light upon the 
case in absence of papers.—P.F.A., 30 May, 1881.

No. 69.
Memorandum.

Conditional Sales, 81-'10,174.
The plan is correctly noted as in the Warialda District. I have examined the draftsman’s book and the 
hooks in use in the branch for entry of papers, but can find no trace of papers having been sent to Beeords.

The error in a district is generally pointed out by the draftsman when the case is finally examined, 
and attention of the Conditional Sales Branch called to it when the case is dealt with.

The published map of the county aud returned maps from Land Agent with Mr. Long clearly 
show the portions to he in the Warialda District; hut the map is missing that was in use at the Land 
Agent’s Office in 1877. Probably it was borrowed when the trial referred to in the papers was on at the 
Supreme Court; the solicitor of plaintiff or defendant might give some account of them.

Until the papers are produced the question in abeyance; whether papers were noted cannot be 
replied to. '
6 June, 1881. -------- W. D. ARMSTRONG.

Minutes on No. 69.
Under Secretary accordingly.—P.F.A., 9th June, 1881.
There can be no doubt that the Department is responsible for not having detected the error. 

Indeed it must have been apparent when the conditional purchase was charted. Had the error been 
discovered by the Department the action for trespass against Thompson would very probably not have 
been brought. ,

In view of all the circumstances of the ease, which are fully set out in memo, of the 18th May, it 
would appear that Thompson has a claim for consideration with regard to compensation for loss by 
reason of the action for trespass. The verdict against him was for £2, but the costs in the suit amount 
to £420 13s. lid., being a total of £422 13s. lid. Mr. Thompson’s agent claims £600.

Submitted for directions.—C.O., 25/6/1881.

No, 70.
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Memoradum by Secretary for Lands.
. _ i>epa.rtirent of Lands, 8 September, 1881.

1 ekstre to bring under the notice of the Cabinet the circumstances under which John Jackson Thomp
son claims compensation.

_ On 3rd and 17th May, 1877, Thompson conditionally purchased, at the Inverell Land Office, two 
portions of land containing 560 acres and SO acres respectively, forthwith taking possession of same, 
effecting improvements, and otherwise complying with the requirements of the law.

Jn July of the same year these lands were duly measured, aud the survey plans afterwards 
approved, the measurements being charted on the maps of the iSurveyor-G-eneral’s Office as correct.

In 1870, the Crown Lessees of the run on which these selections were situate, observing that the 
land formed part of the "Warialda District, aud not Inverell, as supposed by Mr. Thompson, instituted 
Supreme Court proceedings against him for trespass, and obtained a. verdict for £2, with costs. Mr. 
Thompson on this drew the attention of this Department to tiie result of the action, and his purchases 
wore thereupon declared void, the land being only available for conditional purchase on application at the 
IVarialda Land Office {vide section 13 of the .Alienation Act of 1861.)

Thompson now claims compensation on account of loss sustained by him, and asks for £600, his 
law costs amounting to £422 13s. lid., namely:— '

Verdict .................................. “......................................................................£2 0 0
Plaintiff’s costs taxed ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 204 5 5
Defendant’s costs as between attorney aud client, including witnesses’ expenses 216 8 6 

through bis application having been received by tbe Crown Lands Agent of tho wrong district, without 
comment or objection, the land likewise having been surveyed, and the measurement approved and 
chartered, no notice being at any time tiken of the illegality of the purchase until tho selector himself 
drew attention to it. “

I recommend that the sum of five hundred pounds sterling (£500) be placed on the Estimates for 
1882 as compensation ou account of the losses sustained by Mr. John Jackson Thompson in defending 
the action brought against him in the Supreme Court.

' JAMES HOSKINS.

25

No. VO. '

. No. 71.
Memovandum by Secretary for Land?.

The Under Secretary,—
With reference to the claim for compensation made by Mr. John Jackson Thompson, for a 

conditional purchase of 500 acres and 80 acres, as well as a pre-leaso for 1,020 acres, being portion of 
reserve No. 67, gazetted :u revoked on March 27th, 1877, conditional purchases 77-53 and 77-S0, made 
at the Laud Office, Inverell, on May 3rd and 17th, 1877, and for a- pre-leaso of 1.020 acres, also made at 
Inverell, on September 29th, 1877, such claim for compensation having arisen through an action having 
been brought against him in the Supreme Court by the lessees of the run for trespass, caused by the 
land embi’acedin the conditional purchases and the pre-lease having been applied for in the wrong district, 
namely, Inverell, instead of Warialda, at which the application should have been made.

Tho Cabinet require the Land Agent at Inverell to be called upon to explain whether he was not 
aware of the fact when this application was made to him by Mr. Thompson that the land embraced in 
reserve No. 67, previously revoked, was in the Warialda District, and that the application should have 
boon made at the Warialda Land Office, instead of at Inverell, and why he did not tell Mr. ’Thompson 
that he must apply at "Warialda for this land.

Tho Land Agent must scud a reply to the communication from this office upon this subject with 
the least possible delay, as the mutter is about to be brought under the consideration of Parliament.— 
J.1L, 9/9/81. '

Minutes on above.
No replv lias been received from the Land Agent in Ibis matter. Shall a reminder be sent?—T.B., 

15/9/81. ‘
By Under Secretary for Lands :—Besnbmit on Saturday.—C.O., 15/9/SI.

No. 12.
Memorandum by Secretary for Lands.

For the Surveyor-General,—
A claim for compensation to the amount of £600 has been made on behalf of Mr. John 

Jackson Thompson, on account of the losses ho alleges he has sustained through his having had to defend 
an action in the Supreme Court, brought by tho lessees of the run, Messrs. Wright and Wyndham, for 
trespass, on the ground that the land lie applied to conditionally purchase at the Land Office, Inverell, by 
conditional purchase 77-58 and conditional purchase 77-80, on May 3rd and May 17th, 1877, as well as 
the land he applied to pre-lease, 1,920 acres, at Inverell, on September 29th, .1877, should have been 
taken up at the Land Office, 'Warialda, as the land is in that district.

The claim was brought before the Cabinet Council yesterday, and tho members of the Government 
present considered that the surveyor who measured this land (Marburg), and the draftsman who 
charted his plans of this land for the coiKlitioua.1 purchases, as well as the draftsman who charted 
the pre-leaso in virtue thereof, are so much to blame for not discovering the fact of this land being in the 
Warialda District, instead of the Inverell District, Jong before the action was brought in the Supreme 
Court, that the question will probably be considered whether deductions ought not to be made from their 
salaries to compensate Thompson for tho losses he has sustained through having to defend his interests in 
tho Supreme Court, mainly through the apparently inexcusable negligence of tho officials through whose 
hands this case passed.

730—D I
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I am therefore required by tbc_ G-overnment to request the Surveyor-General to call upon the 
surveyor, as well as any draftsman through whose hands this matter passed, to explain why they did 
not report to the Minister for .Lands that the conditional purchases and pre-leases were void through 
having been applied for in the wrong district. _

Ihe Government also wish to bo furnished with the names of the officials in the Survey Branch, 
and the salaries paid to each officer respectively, who is responsible for tbe negligence manifested in 
this case. ... .

As tbe claim for compensation is now being pressed, the Government require this information 
with the least possible delay.—J.H., 9/9/81.

Minutes on alobe.
By Under Secretary for Lands:—The Surveyor-General.—C.O., 9/9/81. By Surveyor-General:

—Mr. EUis, for inquiry and report.—P.K.A., 9/9/81. Urgent. All the papers referred in this case.— 
J. W. Ellis, 9/9/81. Report submitted.—JAV.E., 16/9/81. The Surveyor-General.

No. 73.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 9 September, 1SS1.
“With reference to the claim for compensation made by Mr. John Jackson Thompson, for a 

conditional purchase of 560 acres and 80 acres, ns well as a pre-lease for 1,920 acres, being portion of 
reserve No. 67, gazetted as revoked on 27th March, 1877 (conditional purchases Nos. 77-58 and 77-80), 
made at tbe Land Office, Inverell, ou 3rd and 17th May, 1877, and for a pre-lease of 1,920 acres, also 
made at Inverell, on the 29th September, 1877, such claim for compensation having arisen through an 
action having been brought against him in the Supreme Court, by the lessees of the run, for trespass, 
caused by the land embraced in the conditional purchases and the pre-lease having been applied for in the 
wrong district, namely, Inverell, instead of Warialda, at which office the application should have been 
made; I am directed by the Secretary for Lands to inform you that the Cabinet require you to explain 
whether you were not aware of the fact, when this application was made to you by Mr. Thompson, that 
the land embraced in reserve No. 67, previously revoked, was in the Warialda District, and that the appli
cation should have been made at the Warialda Land Office, instead of at Inverell, and why you did not 
tell Mr. Thompson that he must apply at Warialda for this land. ■ _

2. Ton will he good enough to send a speedy reply to this letter, ns the matter is about to be 
brought under the consideration of Parliament. I have, &c.,

CHARLES OLIA'ER, 
Under Secretary.

No. 74.
The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell, to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Crown Lands Office, Inverell, 12 September, 1881.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, No. 81-6.009 

Ministerial, with reference to Mr. J. J. Thompson’s conditional purchases of 560 acres and SOacres,made 
at Inverell, on the 3rd and 17th May, 1877, and a pre-lease of 1,920 acres, made 29th September, 1877, 
requiring me to explain why the applications were received at this office instead of at Warialda. I beg to 
report as follows:—

When the first application was made, on the 3rd May, 1877, for 560 acres, being part of reserve 
No. 67,1 informed the applicant, Mr. Thompson, that the land appeared to he in the Warialda District, and 
that he should apply at the Warialda Land Office for the same. He referred me to the Gazette, No. 105, 
of the 27th March, 1877, which proclaimed the revocation of tho reserve, describing it as in “the New 
England District, county Arrawatta, Inverell.” and he demanded that I should accept his application, 
insisting that the land was in the Inverell District, not withstanding my informing him to the contrary. 
This he cannot and will not deny, for, in a conversation I had with him subsequent to the Supreme Court 
action, he fully remembered and acknowledged it to me. _

I beg to explain that, at the present time, any objection I may see to an application is noted on 
the form, but at that date the necessity for such a practice was not seen and not required, to my know
ledge. The subsequent application depended on the first one. _ _

In the face of the above-quoted Gazette, I was not in a position to state positively that the land 
was not in the Inverell District, therefore could not peremptorily decline the application, made in the way 
it was, but I gave Mr. Thompson all the information at my disposal, showing him the county map, and 
advising him to go to the AYarialda Lands Office. _ _ _

This he declined to do, insisting upon his application being received, thereby taking all responsi
bility from me on to himself. It was nis own deliberate action against my advice.

Trusting this explanation will he deemed satisfactory.
I have, &e., .

W. C. CARDEW,
--------  . Land Agent.

Minutes on above.
Submitted.—O.E., 16/9/81.
By Under Secretary for Lands:—It is desirable that the Land Agent should make a statutory 

declaration as to Mr. Thompson having insisted on making the application, notwithstanding that he was 
informed by the Land Agent that the land was not in the Inverell District, hut in the district of 
Warialda.—C.O., 19/9/81.

No. 75.
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Memorandum.
J. .T Thompsons claim for compensation on account of loss in defending action in Supreme Court, caused 

by the erroneous action of Survey and Lands Department.
The Surveyor-General,

I submit the following report in result of inquiry into the action of Survey Department in 
respect of J. J. Thompson’s conditional purchases 77-oS and 77-80, dated 3rd aud 17th May, taken up in 
the district of “ Inverell,” instead of “ Warialda.” I find that the Land Agent at Inverell had a good 
map of the county of Arrawatta, showing most clearly the boundary of the Inverell District by a red band, 
and the lettering “ Inverell District” filled in in red, in order to make it perfectly distinct. These condi
tional purchases form part of reserve No. 67, on the Macintyre Biver, cancelled 27th March, 1877, of 
which the Land Agent, Warialda, was informed, aud not the Laud Agent at Inverell. This map shows 
most clearly the site of that reserve to he within the Warialda District, and to he about 4 miles on the 
Macintyro below the crossing of the boundary dividing the police districts of Inverell and Warialda, and 
to be about 2 miles westerly from the nearest point of that boundary, and, therefore, apparently no excuse 
for the Land Agent accepting the applications, or for the applicant tendering them at that office. The 
applications, on reaching the Survey Branch, were dealt with by Mr. Temporary Draftsman Hamilton, 
who ceased to be employed in this office in August, 1878, and who should have observed that the applica
tions had been taken up in the wrong district prior to sending to Mr. Lieeused Surveyor Macharg for 
survey, on the 5th June and 2nd July, 1877, respectively. ‘

The surveys of the above conditional purchases were made in .Tuly, 1877, and transmitted under 
Mr. Macharg’s letters 77-47 and 77-48, registered Nos. 77-35,306 aud 77-35,307 conditional sales, and 
received m Charting Branch on 19th October, 1877, and issued to Mr. Temporary Draftsman Middleeoat 
for charting, 11th April, 1878, and who charted them in April aud June, 1.878, and were finally examined 
and dealt with in June and October, and plans by Mr. Armstrong accepted at these dates. Mr. Middle- 
coat^ can give no reason for the oversight in not observing that tho conditional purchases were not taken 
up in the correct district, viz., “Warialda,” subsequently to the acceptance of the plans by Mr. 
Armstrong, The plans were issued for tracings for Conditional Purchase Inspector, and, under minute 
dated 4th December, 1878, die papers, with tracings enclosed, were sent by Mr. Armstrong to Conditional 
Sales Branch for Conditional Purchase Inspector’s report, as the applicant was not resident at time of 
survey, but no attention was called in that minute to the error of the police district, although the plans 
at the time would appear to have beeu noted “ Warialda District ” It appears that the Inspector was 
asked to report, 6th February, 1879, and, ou 77-3,506 and 77-3,507, it is shown that attention was called 
by Mr. Armstrong, on tbe 21st February, 1879, to the fact of the portions or selections having been taken 
up in the wrong district, but subsequently to the date of tbe trial at the Supreme Court.

With regard to Charting Draftsman’s statement, that. “I can give no reason for the oversight in 
not noticing that the conditional purchase had been taken up in the wrong district,” I think it is quite 
possible that the conditional purchase application, having been accepted by the Land Agent and passed 
by the Conditional Purchase Branch, Survey, in which branch a clearly-defined guide map of tho county 
showing the district boundary and the site of the reserve referred to in the application, existed; he accepted 
the correctness of the district without question, and the comity map of Arrawatta in office use at the time 
being much defaced, the name of the police districts Inverell and Warialda not readily discerned, although 
the land district boundary could he deciphered on that map in parts readily, aud in parts with difficulty (a 
lithograph in office use since 1871), may bo partly the cause of that omission, as well ms at the time a 
press of work in the branch, and a minute of mine to Mr. Willis, in February, 1878, on tho subject of the 
importance of speedily putting into office use a new compilation of the county and parish maps of the 
county on that minute being put into the compiler’s hands on the following month, 23rd March, confirms 
me in this view.

A pre-lease, in virtue of tho conditional purchase 77-58 aud 77-80. was applied for on 29th 
September, 1877, for 1,920 acres, aud gazetted 27th November, 1877, and charted, and finally dealt with 
by a tracing defining the lease being forwarded to the Inverell Land Agent for general information, which 
tracing was sent to Land Agent, 8th February, 1879, and applicant also informed at that date. If the Land 
Agent had compared this tracing with the county map of Arrawatta at his office, which so clearly shows 
the land district boundary, the error of police district would have been at once by him discerned, and of 
the conditional purchases, in virtue of which the pre-lease was taken up, that neither conditional purchases 
nor pre-lease were within his district. Applicant's agent, under letter, Leases 79-1,079, states that the 
pie-lease was not occupied until the final approval and tracing showing lengths were obtained by him, but 
papers slioiv that applicant was provisionally informed as over 23rd January, 1878. ’

. Between the date of application for pre-leaso, 29th September. 1877, and finally dealing with it, 
and informing applicant and Land Agent, on 8th February, 1879, a period of 2-J years elapses. Ou inquiry', 
I find that the lease was gazetted, 27th November, 1877; reached Survey, 31st January, 1878 ■ and 
charted by Mr. Draftsman J. .1. Callachor, 4th February, JS79, aud forwarded by Mr. A,‘Johnston to 
Lease Branch, under nimute 4th February, 1879, also without it being observed that the pre-lease and 
conditional purchases in which the lease was taken up in virtue of were each made in the wrong district 
—Inverell, instead of Warialda. The cause ot delay in Survey in dealing with the lease was owin'1, to 
the press of work in the branch and small staff employed at the time, as will be seen by my report, dated 
17th April, 1879, in which it is shown that not loss than 2,133 eases, with a staff consisting only of Mr. A. 
Johnston, head of the branch (in absence of Mr. gangster), Messrs. Dali, Callachor, Frappcli, and 
Doubleday, cadet; and Mr. Callachor at the time liad not less than S07 cases on hand, and the other 
draftsmen equally heavily charged with work at the time. No other reason can be given for tbe delay, 
as tbe plans, showing conditional purchases of J. J. Thompson, were on the comity map, 28th June and 
10th April, 1878, but the claim of lease came into existence when it was gazetted, viz., 27th November,
1877. If land was available, and applicant was .informed to that effect, 23rd January, 1878, and I find by 
the papers that an application to pre-lease, in virtue of auction purchase, portions 79 and 80, “ Warialda 
District,” for 429 acres, was made by F. W. Wright, dated 19th June. 1877, gazetted 27th November 
187/, and provisionally notified to applicant, 23rd January, 1878, and by Mr. Gall, Pre-lease Branch, 
reported objectionable, under minute 6th May, 1879, as being land under pre-leaso to J. J, Thompson,

without
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without it being observed that J. J. Thompson's pre-lease bad been taken up in the wrong district, and 
refund accordingly to F. ~\¥. Wright on cancellation made, 22nd August, 1S7!), but that cancellation was 
revoked, 17th November, leases 79-3,629; J. J. Thompson and F, W. Wright's pre-lease applications 
being for land in the same locality, and, therefore, before reporting on Wright’s pre-lease application, X 
should have thought it possible that J. J. Thompson’s claims would have been examined, but I find the 
practice of the Branch to be that, unless some subsequent communication is received in the office, 
referring to any lease once charted, no further reference is made to such application. Mr. Gall’s action 
was therefore taken as consequent on Thompson’s pre-lease, <fce., being shown charted on pre-lease map.

On letter dated 19th X'ebruary, a day or two after the trial, conditional sales 79-'/,279, J. J. 
Thompson, through his agent, applies for refund on his conditional purchase. 77-58 and 77-80, with the 
view of selecting in the correct district, viz., “ Warialda,” and the conditional purchases were voided and 
refund order issued, and agent and Treasury informed; and under minute on 77-3,033 leases, dated 
17th November, 1879, the lease of .1. J. Thompson is shown to be cancelled, aud the noting in Con
ditional Purchase Register Book shows that the conditional purchases have been transferred to the 
Warialda District, under Nos. 77-193 and 77-191, and declared void, and reselocted at Warialda, under 
conditional purchase 79-28, on 6th March, 1879.

Referring to 79-1,079 lease, applicant, .1. J. Thompson, through his agent, applying for compensa
tion, referred for report of Mr. A. Johnston, I find that Mr, Johnston states, 11 It has always been the 
practice of the Department to grant pre-leases in tho district in which the conditional purchase applica
tion was made, and to furnish tracings accordingly, which was, as usual done in this case. ^ In this 
instance the conditional purchase appears to have been applied for in the wrong district, and being there
fore invalid, the pre-lease is of course void.”—A.J., 10th April, 1S79. And 1 find in a minute, dated 6th 
June, 1SS1, Mr. Armstrong points out that, Error in a district is generally pointed out by the draftsmen 
when the case is finally examined, and the attention of the Conditional Sales Branch is called to it when 
this case is dealt with.” The published map of the county and the returned maps from the Land Agents, 
with Mr. Long, clearly show the portions to be in the Warialda District, hiit the map is missing that was 
in use at the Land Agent’s Office in 1S77. This map has since been found, and is the map referred to in 
previous part of this report. _ _ _

It.will be seen by the foregoing that error of Police District, Inverell, instead of Warialda, 
originated with the Laud'Agent and conditional purchase selector in not observing the boundary dividing 
tho Police Dish'icfs of Inverell and Warialda.

The error should have been observed by Mr. Temporary Draftsman Hamilton, who dealt with the 
conditional purchase prior to sending tho application for survey, but it was not observed byjnni, and the 
surveys of the conditional purchases were received into Charting Branch, 19lh October, 1877, and issued 
to the charting draftsman, Mr. Middleeoat, 11th April, 1878, for charting, who should have observed the 
error, as directed in paragraph 2 of instructions to draftsmen, and pointed it out to the head of the Branch 
directly he commenced the preliminary examination of the plan, to charting on the county map, which 
was not done, nor at tbe final examination of the jdauby the examiner, Mr. Armstrong : so the error passed 
until the matter was called attention to after the trial. _ _

Mr. J. J. Callachor, draftsman in the Fre-lease Branch, observing the selections by J. J. Thompson 
charted on the county map of Arrawatta, when charting the lease in February, 1879, should have observed, 
on examining the lease application with the map in tho Branch and the county map in office use, that the 
application was taken up in the wrong district, and gazetted also in tho wrong district, owing to Lease 
Branch, Lands, having been misled by the Land Agent, Inverell, and have referred to the conditional 
purchase application in virtue of which it was taken up, and have pointed out that both conditional pur
chase and pre-lease had been taken up in the wrong district, but the error of district was not observed by 
Mr, J, J. Callachor, and therefore lease application, with tracing showing boundaries, was sent forward to 
Lease Branch, Lands, by Mr, Alexander Johnson, on the 4th of February, 1879, for information of the 
Land Agent, Inverell, and applicant, as before stated, and the Land Agent was accordingly informed, under 
letter dated Sth February, 1879. The action throughout in these cases should have been taken as in the 
Warialda District, and not as in Ihe Inverell District, the conditional purchases and pre-leases being so 
clearly situated within the 'Warialda District; and I consider that there are no grounds for excuse either 
by the Land Agent or conditional purchaser that such was not done, the map so clearly showing the boun
dary dividing the Inverell and Warialda District. In reference to the portion of the Ministerial minute 
respecting the officers to blame and their salaries:— _

1st, 1 consider, as I have before said, that the Land Agent at Inverell is much to blame, for the 
reason that he had a good map in his office for public inspection, showing the boundary of his district, and 
also showing the site of t he reserve referred to in the conditional purchase application, situate about 4 
miles down the river, below the crossing of the iand district boundary over the Macintyre. .

2nd. I consider the conditional purchase selector to blame, for if he had carefully inspected the 
map at the Inverell office he could have seen that the land he desired was in the Warialda District, and, 
if in doubt, appealed to the Land Agent. _ . .

3rd. I consider Mr. Temporary Draftsman Hamilton is to blame, who dealt with the applications 
before sending to Mr. Licensed Surveyor Macharg, in June and July, 1877. (Mr. Hamilton is not now 
employed in this office, having resigned his appointment as a temporary draftsman in August, 1878. and 
his appointment in Deeds Diagram Branch, 1st July, 1879.) _

4th. Mr. Licensed Purveyor Macharg I consider also to blame, to whom the instructions issued to 
survey, in not returning the application to this office, as directed by paragraph 50 of surveyors’ instructions, 
which states, “That if tho application is in the wrong police district it should be returned for cancellation 
with a statement of the objection.” (Mr. Licensed Surveyor Macharg resigned his district in December, 
1878, and to whom no instructions to survey have issued from this office since that date.) _ _

5th. Mr. Temporary Draftsman Middleeoat is also to blame, to whom the plans of the conditional 
purchases were issued for charting, in not discerning the error in police district, and pointing it out to the 
head of ids Branch. Mr. Middlecoat’s daily rate of pay is 17s.;—and also • _

Gth. Mr. Armstrong, head of the Branch, who examined the charting, in not observing the error of 
police district while finally examining the charting. Mr. Armstrong's salary is £400.

7th. Mr. J. J. Callachor is to blame, who charted the pre-lease without observing the error of ■ 
police district and pointing it out to the head of his Branch, viz., Mr. Alexander Johnson, with the view of 
haying it rectified. Mr. Callachor’s salary is £250 per annum.
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8t1), and lastly. Mr. Alexander Johnson I consider also to blame, who should hare obserred the 
error when examining the charting of the lease, or at least have asked the question if the district was 
correct, Mr. Johnson’s salary is £400 per annum,

It will be observed that every officer dealing with the referred-to cases is to blame, but I think 
that the error should have been avoided by ordinary care at the Laud Office, Inverell.

J. W. ELLIS,
--------  15th September, 1SS1.

Minute on ahove.
Land district boundary between Inverell and Warialda amended under notice, 2Sth January, 1881, 

to take effect 17th proximo, and since that date J. J. Thompson’s conditional purchases have been within 
luverell.—J.W.E., 1G/9/81.

No. 76.
Memorandum by Surveyor-General.

Survey or-General's Office, Sydney, 19 September, 1881. 
LfiyONn stating that the Land Agent had an excellent map in his office at the date of selection, showing in 
the clearest manner the boundary of the district, and that the map is here for inspection, I have nothing 
to say as to the fault of that officer.

The first action on the part of this office was by Mr. Hamilton, then in the Conditional Purchase 
Branch, whose direct duty it was to have looked for and detected such an error ; he, however, sent the 
application to the surveyor to measure, if unobjectionable.

Tbe surveyor, Mr. Macharg, neglected to comply with Instructions to Surveyors,paragraph No. 50, 
hearing directly on the case ; therefore he ought to have returned the instruction.

The third officer who is to blame is Mr. Middleeoat, who neglected Instruction to Draftsmen No. 2,
Then Mr. Armstrong, who examined the charting.
The officers of the Lease Branch appear to have followed the Land Agent, who accepted the 

application for pre-lease in virtue of a conditional purchase made in the same district.
The two first officers, Messrs. Hamilton and Macharg, are. I consider, guilty in the first degree, 

hut they have both left the Department.
In the second degree. I consider Mr. Middleeoat to blame, who neglected a direct office instruction. 

He had before him three officers directly charged with tho responsibility of finding out tbe error, and 
consequently I am prepared to admit that his attention was but little called in that direction, having his 
own direct dutii's to perform in connection with charting. The same may be said of Mr. Armstrong, 
who examined tho charting; also the officers of the Lease Branch, who have "followed in the track of the 
others.

_ This occurred three years since, at a time when the pressure of work was enormous, and higher 
duties entrusted to officers of shorter experience than would otherwise have been the case. J must there
fore leave the matter to bo considered by Mr. Secretary Hoskins in as favourable a light as circumstances 
nil! permit.

The names, grades, aud salaries of the officers implicated will be found in Appendix to ibis report.
P. ¥. ADAMS.

[Enclosure to Mo. 76.]
Ai’Vifirnix to the Surveyor-General's! minute of 19th September, 18S1, showing names, grades, and salaries 
of officers in tho order in which they are mentioned in the Chief Draftsman’s report herewith.

Name.

A. P. B. Hamilton
J. Macliarg .........
W, T. Middleeoat 
W. D. Armstrong 
J. J. C. Callachor 
A. Johnson .........

Grade. Salaiy.

(Resigned position of draftsman; now Crown Lands Agent.) 
Licensed surveyor (has not been employed since December, 1878.
Special first-class temporary draftsman......................................... I 17s. per diem,
Hirst-class draftsman, permanent staff .......................................... £400 per annum.
Second-class draftsman, permanent staff ......................................( £200 per annum.
First-class draftsman, permanent stall' ........................................ j £400 per annum.

_ No. 77.
Telegram from Land Agent, Inverell, to Under Secretary for Lands.

_ 19 September, 1881.
Since writing my report of twelfth instant re Thompson's conditional purchase, have carefully examined 
boundaries, with assistance District Surveyor Einley. Wo find that Thompson’s purchase, parish Buk- 
kalla, ia undoubtedly within old Inverell Land District. The western boundary New England Pastoral 
District was there clearly the boundary between Inverell and Warialda. Please compare description 
boundaries of these Police Districts and that of Pastoral District New England. I submit approximate 
boundary marked county map is greatly out W. C. CARDEW,

--------  Land Agent.
Minutes on Mo. 77. .

Mr. Ellis,—The report in Thompson's case should he recalled at once, and the old map sent with it 
to Under Secretary ; also check the gazetted boundary of the district, nhich mav not agree with the old 
map.—P.P.A., .19/9/81, Urgent. ’

Reply submitted under separate cover.—J. W. Ennis, 20/9/81.

No. 78.
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No. 78.
Telegram from Under Secretary for Lands to Lands Agent5 Inverell.

19 September, 1881.
It is desirable that you should make a statutory declaration as to Mr. Thompson having insisted on making 
the application, notwithstanding that he was informed by you that the land was not in the Inverell Dis
trict, but in the district of Warialda. CHABDES OLIVER,

Tinder Secretary.

No. 79.
Memorandum.

J. J. Thompson’s Conditional Purchases 77-58 and 77-80, taken up at Inverell.
The Surveyor-Gen era!, in reply to the enclosed telegram from Inverell to the Under Secretary.—The 
boundary defining the Land District of Inverell previously to 28th January, 1881, is described “ as the 
fall of the western extreme of the table-land of New England,” and which boundary was sketched many 
years ago by the late Mr. M‘Lean, in consultation with Sir. Moriarty, Chief Commissioner Crown Lands, 
myself being present; and tbe boundary as sketched has been so shown on the maps sent to the Land 
Agents at "Warialda, Glen Innes (prior to subdivision of Police District of Wcllingrove into Glen Innes 
and Inverell), and Inverell since that subdivision and identical with the boundary shown on county map 
of Arrawatta, published by the Government in 1871, aud I enclose the map of Arrawatta that was with 
the Land Agent, Inverell, at the date when Thompson’s conditional purchases were taken up in 1877, a 
tracing of that county returned from the Inverell Land Agent in December, 1876, a tracing prepared for 
the Land A gent at Warialda, 19 October, 1875, and sent, and a tracing of much earlier date. , On all the 
above maps the boundaries'are identical, and show the site of the cancelled reserve referred to in Thomp
son’s conditional purchase application, and the Land Agent should have been solely guided by the boun
dary shown on the maps sent from this office for the use of the public.

J. W. ELLIS,
--------  20 September, 1881.

Minutes on above.
Report submitted,—P.F.A., 21/9/81. Under Secretary for Lands. Submitted.—O.R., 22/9/81.

C.O., 24/9/81.____________________________

No. 80.
The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell, to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Crown Lands Office, Inverell, 20 September, 1881.
I have the honor to forward tho attatched statutory declaration, as required by your 

telegram of yesterday’s date. Witli reference to the same subject (Mr. J. J. Thompson’s claim for com
pensation),!, yesterday, believing the matter to be urgent, sent you the following telegram, viz.:—“ Since 
writing my report of 12th inst., re, Thompson’s conditional purchase, have carefully examined boundaries, 
with the assistance of District Surveyor Finley. We find that Thompson’s purchase, parish of Bukkulla, 
is undoubtedly within old Inverell Land District. The western boundary of New Lngland Pastoral 
District is there clearly the boundary between Inverell and Warialda. Please compare tlie description 
of the boundaries of these Police Districts and that of the Pastoral District of New England. I beg to 
submit that the approximate boundaries shown on county map is greatly out. ’ _

This would open out a different aspect of the question altogether, quite apart from my dealings 
with Mr. Thompson at the date of his application. I have only to lay it before you for consideration.

■ ' I have, Ac.,
W. C. CARDEW,

--------  Land Agent.
Minutes on No. 80. _

This explanation and the declaration within fully exonerates the Land Agent in the matter of 
Thompson’s conditional purchase.—G.O., 24/9/81. By Secretary for Lands:—Mr. Murray, M.P. 
should be informed that the Government cannot undertake to place a sum of money on the Estimates 
to compensate Mr. J. J. Thompson.—J.IL, 29/9/81.

[JSncI-osure to No. 80.]
I, William Clare Cakdew. of Inverell, Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands, do solemnly and sincerely declare that 

on the 3rd day of May, 1877, Mr. John Jackson Thompson did, at the Inverell Land Office, make an application to me, under 
the 13th section, for a conditional purchase of oGO acres, comity of Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla. I informed him that 
the laud appeared to be in the Warialda District, and that he should apply at the Warialda Land Office. After arguing 
the matter for some time, he insisted upon making his application, notwithstanding I had shown him by the office map that 
the land was not in Inverell District, but in that of Warialda. He would not accept this statement, He strongly objected 
taking the extra journey to Warialda. He said he believed tbe land to be in the Inverell District, and he (Thompson) made 
his application at his own risk ; this he thoroughly understood. And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously 
believing the same to be true, and in virtue of tbe provisions of an Act made and passed in the ninth year of the reign of 
Her present Majesty, intituled, “An Act for the more effectual abolition of Oaths and Aflirmations taken aud made in 
various Departments of the Government of New South Wales and to substitute Declaratious in lieu thereof and for the 
suppression of voluntary and extra-judicial Oaths and Affidavits.” t
Made and signed before me, at Inverell, "I W. C. CARDEW .

this 20th day of September, 1881,— j
H. Mu.nho, J.P.

No. 81.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.

Sirj Department of Lands, Sydney, 3 October, 1881.
With reference to your letter of the 20th ultimo., on the subject of J. J. Thompson’s con

ditional purchase of 560 acres, in the county of Arrawatta, I have to inform you that your explanation, 
and the declaration transmitted therewith, are considered sufficient to exonerate you from blame in the 
matter !■ have, Ac.,

CHARLES OLIVER.
Under Secretary.

' ” No. 82.
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Tho Under Secretary for Lands to It. L. Murray, Esq., M.P,
Sir= Bopartment of Lands, Sydney, 3 October, 1881.

With rexerence to the claim made by Mr. John J. Thompson against the Government for coni' 
pensation for losses sustained in connection with his conditional purchases and pro-lease in the county of 
Arrawatta, parish of Butkula, I am directed to inform you that the Government cannot undertake to 
place a sum of money on the Estimates to compensate Mr. Thompson, it having been clearly demonstrated 
that he took up the selections at Inverell, though warned by the Land Agent there that he should annly 
at the Land Office at Warialda. j ]mve ^ 11J

' CHAELES OLIVER,
______ ___________________ Under Secretary.

No. 82.

No. 83.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. H. J. Withers.

Sir’ w.r. n , n • Department of Lands, Sydney, 4 October, 1881.
With reference to tho claim made by Mr. John J. Thompson against tbe Government for 

compensation lor losses sustained in connection with his conditional purchases and pre-lease in the county 
ot Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla, 1 am directed to inform you that the Government cannot undertake to 
place a sum of money on the Estimates to compensate Mr. Thompson, it having beeu clearly demonstrated 
that he took up the selections at Tnverel], though warned by tbe Land Agent there that he should apply 
at the Land Office at Warialda. I have, &e.,

CHARLES OLIVER,
______________ ______________ Under Secretary.

No. 84.
Declaration by Mr. J. J. Thompson.

In the Colony of New South Wales.
I, John Jackson Thompson, of Easthohn, near Inverell, in the Colony of New South Wales, grazier 
do solemnly and sincerely declare:— ^ ’

i 0,1 ^ie i'hbd day of May, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven, I conditionally
purchased from the Crown, under the thirteenth section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of one thousand 
eight hundred and sisty-one, at the Land Office at Inverell aforesaid, five hundred and sixty acres of land, 
situated in the county of Arrawatta, and parish of Bukkulla, being portion of reserve number sixty-seven, 
gazetted as revoked on twenty-seventh day of March, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven, 
v j That, on tbe seventeenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven, I pur

chased from the Crown and tho Land Office at Inverell aforesaid, an additional conditional purchase, under 
the eighteenth section of tho said Act. eighty acres ofland, situated in the county and parish aforesaid, 
adjoining on the north the aforesaid conditional purchase, and being the residue, of tbe said reserve. ’ 

3rd. That notification of my jire-lease of one thousand nine hundred and twenty acres by virtue 
of the said purchases was published in the Government Gazette bearing date tbe twenty-seventh day of 
November, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven. '

4th. That, previous to my making the aforesaid purchases, I observed that the said reserve number 
sixty-seven was described in the Government Gazette as being situated in the county of Arrawatta, 
Inverell, and forming part of Bukkulla Run ; I concluded, therefore, that luverell would be the proper 
place at which to apply to purchase the same after the revocation of tho said reserve.

5th. I distinctly remember, when I handed my application for the said five, hundred and sixty acres 
of land, together with the amount of deposit iu part payment of-the same, to the Local Land Agent (Mr. 
W. C. Cardew), on the said third day or May, one thousand eight hundred aud seventy-seven, no con
versation whatever took place between us as to either Inverell or Warialda being tho properplace to apply 
for the said land. A person named Ross was present during the time, and would be able to declare the same, 
as I heard this person say to Mr. Cardeiv immediately after my application and deposit wore received, 
“1 wiHl1 to up portion of reserve number sixty-seven,” and Mr. Cardew said to him, “ It has just been 
applied for.’' ■

. Gth. No conversation whatever took place between Mr. Cardew and myself on the occasion of my 
taking up the additional conditional purchase as aforesaid relative to Inverell or Warialda being the place 
to make application for the same, and it was not until the month of Eebruary, one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-nine, that I became aware the said conditional purchases were forfeited.

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true, and by virtue of 
the provisions of an Act made and passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled 
“ An Act for the more effectual abolition of oaths and affirmations taken and made in various Departments of 
the Government of New South Wales and to substitute declarations in lieu thereof and for the suppression 
of voluntary and extra-judicial oaths and affidavits.”
Subscribed and declared at Inverell, this fourth 7 J. J, THOMPSON.

day of October, 1881,— j '
H. Mufro, J.P. --------

Minute on above.
Presented by R. L. Murray, Sth October, 1881.

[Enclosure to No. 84.]
Description of cancelled reserve.

Xo. 07. 649 ncrcs. Main Camp, county of Arrawatta, Inverell: Commencing at it gimi-free^fliarkecl H. over 3, on tho 
eastern bank of tho Haomto're Jiiver, about 4- mile above tho junction of Bannockburn or Waterford’s Creek, near tho upper 
end of a long ivatcrbole ; thence by aline north 1 mite; thence by a line west, about 1 mile to tho river} thence by the river 
upwards to the starting-point,

Forms part of Bukkulla Run.

No. 85.



32

148

Wri

No. 85.
Mr. E. 0. Smitli to The Under Secretary for Lands. 

glr Sydney, 5 October, 1S81.
1 : On tlic Sth October, 1870,1 addressed you, asking for the reversion of cancellation of
■ht's pre-emptive lease of 1,920 acres, in the county of Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla, being Ao. ii L ot

* _____ j_ t n.ruu Tmf i#- nrvTv n.nr»pni»st that some sub-
writrntrS ure-ejiiuu\e u:<ws« uj. «twi vos ii* ....................................„Jr - , n i i
77, district of Warialda, which request I understood was complied with, but it now appears that8ome_sut)-
wenuont action has been taken, of which I (as representing Messrs. E S. Wyndham and k . W. Wrigli!}
have had no intimation, and knew nothing until just informed that 3. J. Thompson claims the lease.

I shall be much obliged if you will cause me to be informed whether Thompson is authorised by 
vuur Department to occupy Mr. Wright's lease, and if so, upon what ground.
" Early attention to this matter will very much oblige.

I have, &c..
_____  ERNEST 0. SMITH.

Ergent.-
14/10/81.

3linufes on above.
-C.O., 6/10/81. The papers in this case are now with the Undor Secretary.—S.E.,

No. 86.
H. J. Withers & Co. to The Under Secretary for Lands. 

gjr 11, Bridge-street, 10 October, 188.1,
3 We are in receipt of your letter dated 4th instant, informing us that tho Government cannot 

undertake to place a sum of money on the Estimates to compensate Mr. Thompson, it having been clearly 
demonstrated that he took up the selections at luverell though warned by the Land Agent there that lie
should applr at the Land Office at Warialda. , n T , „ _,i

AVc must deny that- the Laud Agent, said one word toour client- about the H amlda Lauds UJnce 7 ana 
supposing for the sake of argument, that lie did, then he must be much to blame in forwarding the apphea- 
lion and allowing it to be acted upon, surveyed, and charted without direct mg attention to the tact ot its 
illegality. It is a very unusual practice, and not another agent in the country would have acted in such a 
careless manner, lu the matter of compensation we have nothing to do with cither Jjand A gen or 
conditional purchase. Our client asked the Minister for Lauda to grant him a pre-emptive lease ot LJ^U 
acres: this application was examined, charted, approved, and gazetted in the usual way, and a 
showing the boundaries was sent to the Inverell Lands Office, and Thompson was informed by you that ho 
could inspect a tracing of the land granted to him at that ofiice. Our client cannot be held responsible tor 
this mistake, which was the cause of action. It seems to us very singular that your officer at InverelL 
iffiould receive all those notifications, knowing them to be illegal, without communicating with you. dho 
Land Vent and squatter appear to have been the only persons knowing about the illegality of both con
ditional nurelmse and pre-lease. Little consideration has been shown Thompson in accepting a statement 
made by the Land Agent without giving an opportunity for reply. Our client is quite prepared to furnish
a declaration that no such warning was given,

In conclusion, we respectfully request that you will recommend a reconsideration ot this case, and 
that the sum of £600 may be placed on the Estimates to compensate our client for expenses incurred in 
defending his rmhfc to a lease which you had informed him ho could hold, and winch lease the Minister had 
the power to grant or refuse; but having granted, we maintain, as an net of right and justice, you should
support our client in defending your power to grant such lease when questioned.

J " Wo have. &c.,
_____  HENRL J. WTITLE IIS & CO.

Minute on above.
By direction of the Under Secretary these papers are now forwarded to Mr. Curry in order that 

action may first be taken in a late letter from Mr. E. O. Smith. 'When this has been done the letter of 
■Withers & Co. may be considered.—S.E., 14/10/81. Urgent.

No. 87.
H. J. Withers & Co. to The Under Secretary for Lands.

gjr 11, Bridge-street, 17 October, 1881.
Upon receipt of your letter rc compensation to J. J. Thompson, we wrote to him asking for 

particulars of what took place when he applied for his selection at Inverell. (Copy of our letter and ins
reply herewith.) , . Tm a

So many years having elapsed the Laud A gent may not. remember what actually took place. We do 
not think the agent would intentionally make a statement contrary to what he believed to be the case, 
but any person situated as hois, receiving applications every week, cannot be expected to remember evoiy- 
tbing that is said. Our client has always spoken of the agent in very high terms, and ready at ail times to 
give information aud assistance in pointing out land. _ .

We again respectfully ask that the compensation may he given as applied for.
' We have, &c.,

_____  HENRY J. WITHERS & CO.
Minute on No. 87. _

Lease Branch to place this with previous papers.—T.B., 18/11/8L Eurthor eoiTespondencc 
with statutory declaration of J. J.Thompson now submitted, also Gazette of 2 7 AI arch, 187/. S.r., l/ll/sl.

[Nnclosure A to No. 87.]
A. 3. Withers & Co. to Mr. 3'. -J. Thompon.

Dear sir! 11, Bridge-street, Sydney, 4 October, 1881.
Will yon kindly inform ns who it. was went to the Land Office, Inverell, and applied for the conditional pnrehaso 

which should have been taken up at Warialda ; also stale plainly u bat took place between you, or the person who went with ihe 
application, and tho Laud Agent. _

Did the Land Agent know at the time vou applied that it was In tho wrong district? Please reply to this by return.
v 'We have, &c.,

■ ■ ______________ HE KEY ,1. WmiEES & CO.
[Enclosure



[Enclosure B to No. 87.]
Ill', J. J, Thompson to Messrs. H. J. Withers & Co.

Gonflemon. ^ Easlholm, Inverell, 10 October, 1881.
On Wednesday, the day before I selected, I ■went to the Land Ofiice, Inverell, to get a form, and ashed the 

Land Agent what district reserve So. 67 was in. Ho said ho thought Wnriuldn; and when I referred him to the Gazette he 
thought other ways, and that is all the information I could get. Tho Land Agent could not tell me. I made my application 
next day, Thursday, with written application, and there was nothing said further ; no one applied for land as I hnow of. 
There was a man of the name of Boss loohing over a map, and when I was leaving the ofilee I hoard him say ho wanted to 
select part of reserve No. 67- However, I made an affidavit lo all that passed, and sent it to It, L. Murray, M.P., which I hope 
will bo sufficiont for all. I do not understand these questions ; there are some had designing people who would do or say any
thing over this selection I beliovo. Sir, I wish you would take a note of what reports are lodged against mo,’andfrom whom ; it 
may be useful. 1 think these parties will be doing harm to themselves. No doubt the Minister will see tho whole. Trusting 
to got justice,— I ]iaT(.!

J. J. THOMPSON.

No. 88.
Memorandum.

Wmoiit’s application 111 of 1877 is an undefined lease, and was not charted at the time it was dealt with ; 
it, however, was applied for on the cast of portions Kos. 79 and 80, aud would therefore extend to portion 
No. 52 if granted entirely on the east. In my memorandum of 30 December, 1879, where X state a modi
fication must be made, 1 of course was guided by ’Wright’s description, wliicli includes all the land 
between portions Nos. 79 and 80, and 52.—A. Gall, 19/10/81.

Minutes on above
-l i^r' ^ aPPe!lrs that if Mr. Wright’s description wore closely followed his lease would sever

that ot Mr. Thompson.—11.C., 19/10/81. Wright’s description is vague, inasmuch as it docs not state
how far easterly ho wished the pre-lease to extend, but the pre-lease could have been charted to accord with 
the description, and prevented Thompson from getting more than 550 acres for a pre-lease—J.B., 20/10/81.

No. 89.
Memorandum.

Tue letter^ received from Mr. E. O. Smith, of the 5th instant, invites attention to the leases iu tho 
case, the principal facts of which, so far as they are concerned, it may not be undesirable to relate J ,T 
Jhoinpson, in May, 1877 selected, at Inverell, portions Nos. 82 and S3, parish of Bukkulla, and on the 
29th September applied for a lease of 1,920 acres in right of them. Tho lease was approved by Gazette 
notice of the 27tb November, as 77-31, but on account of tho conditional purchases having been declared 
void was cancelled on the 17th November, 1879. JXaving, on the Oth March, 1879, reselocted the portions 
at Warialda, the proper Land Office, he, on the 7tli of that month, preferred a second claim, and lease 79-48 
was, on the 23rd of the following May, granted to him. This second lease was also cancelled, on the 13th 
Uetober, as the conditional purchases were, by the measurement of A. M'Donald’sselection 7C-33, severed 
from the vacant Grown Land. Upon full discussion of the matter it was, however, decided that a means of 
ftcccss should be afiorded by a road; a re-adjustment ivas accordingly made, mid action was commenced 
to formally reverse the cancellation. This action was, apparently, however, interrupted, or only partly 
carried out, tor although instructions issued to the Treasury for the cancellation of the refund voucher, 
there is nothing to show that either the lessee or the Land Agent was communicated with. The rent for 
the years 1880,1881 and 1.882 was paid into Suspense Account on the 29th ultimo (mWe lenses SL-4.730).

I he lease of Mr. h. W. Wright, to which Mr. E. 0. Smith refers, 77-11.1, and which plays an im
portant part m the case, was applied for on the 19th June, and gazetted on the 27th November, 1877. 
it was cancelled on the 22nd August, 1879, as it interfered with Thompson’s first leaBe, 77-34 and tho 
cancellation was reversed on the 17th November, 1879, when it was found that Thompson’s lease was 
1*0 1 c,{ le up011 lfc has been fully paid up. The lease was applied for on the east of portions Nos.
lr ^ S0) and if earned out fully m this direciion would (what it may he suspected was intended) sever 
Mr. J horapson a lease, and consequently confine him to a comparatively small area. Being an undefined 
lease it was not, it seems, charted when approved, but placed in the position shown upon the enclosed 
tracing, m order (as it appears from ameinorandmn on 79-4',982 and 81-786) to admit of Thompson’s lease 
being granted. It is not apparent, however, lhat this arrangement received or was submitted for 

w-’VU011 ’ , he looked upon as an unfortunate circumstance, it docs not seem
that Mr. \\ right was made acquainted with tho action taken. He might possibly, therefore, say that lie 
understood when he received intimation on the 23rd January, 1878, that his lease was provisionally

r ‘n , e?mpGon had been closely followed, and that, although informed on the 22nd August 
18/9, of its cancellation, and on the 17th November, 1879. of reversal of cancellation, ho received no 
subsequent comimmicataon which would load him to think differently. This plea would, perhaps receive 
some support from the fact that Ins claim was of prior date to the one of Thompson, thus leaving a way 
open for it to be urged that ho should not he asked to give place to a subsequent applicant. As this 
suggestion has been made merely with a view to admit of the matter being fully considered, it may be at 
the same tune, pointed out that the second lease of Thompson was approved before the first one was can
celled, and that, having regard to an opinion recently given by the Attorney-General, the junction of the 
lease with the conditional purchase by what appears to he a road might not now bo considered admissible. 
Ihese tacts arc, however, apparently of minor importance, and so far as the latter point is concerned the 
objection could not be insisted upon, when it is remembered that M’Donald’s conditional purchase was 
measured without strict reference to his description, and on tho understanding that its position would not 
iifrect the Jease.

It will be now for the Secretary for Lands to decide whether Mr. Wright's lease shall he charted 
as designed to prevent the division of that of Mr. Thompson, and the rent paid into Suspense Account 
carried to revenue. And in support of this course, which, by- the decision on 81-786, has, perhaps, already 
been partially approved, it may be mentioned that Mr. Wright does not seem to have been directly 
in oi men that the boundaries of Ins lease had been determined, and therefore any opinion he might say ho 
formed upon the matter would start from mere inference.—H.C., 19/10/81.

730—E Minutes



Minutes on No. 89.
Forward a tracing to Mr. Mright- showing the pre-leaso 77-111.—C.O., 19/10/81.

N

No., 90.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr, E. 0. Smith.

girj Department of Lands, Sydney, 20 October, 1881.
' With regard to your communication of the 5th instant, I have the honor to forward you here

with a tracing which shows approximately the position which Mr. F. W. Wright’s pre-emptive lease 
77-111, in the district of Warialda. occupies, CHAELES OLIYEK.

No. 91.
Mr. 11. L. Murray to The Secretary for Lands.

g;ri Sydney, 11 November, 1881.
I have the honor to enclose a statutory declaration of William lloss and other documents 

relating to the selection of J. J. Thompson, at Bukkulla, and to request that you will be pleased to recon
sider this case. _ ,

If you will do so X have uo doubt hut you will see that even in case he did select at the wrong 
Land Office, that would in no way affect the pre-lease which was granted to him by the Department.

‘ I have, Ac.,
--------  E. L. MUEEA.Y.

Minute on above. _
The Under [Secretary,—These letters should he registered and placed with the papers in this case, 

and afterwards returned to me.—J.H., 14/11/81.

[Enclosure A to No. 91.] ■
In the Colony of Xew South Wales. Decluralion.
I. Willtam Boss, of Bose Viilloy, ttenrlnvorell, in tlie Colony of New South Wales, fanner, rlo solemnly declare as follows :

1. That, on the third duy of May, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven, I attended at the Land Office,
Inverell, for the purpose of conditionally purchasing from the Crown (140 acres or thereabouts of laud, situate in the county 
of Arrawatta, and parish of Bukkulla, and being a portion of re*crre number siity-seven, gazetted as revoked on the twenty- 
seventh day of March, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven. _

2. That John Jackson Thompson, of Bukkulla, selector, and mvself were both waiting at the said Land Office at the 
same time, and at 10 o'clock on the morning of the said third day of May, one thousand eight, hundred and seventy-seven, we 
both entered tho Land Agent’s room immediately after the door was opened and tendered the deposit money for the said land 
to the Laud Agent, who then and there accepted the said John Jackson Thompson's money, and refused mine, lor (he reason 
that the said John Jackson Thompson had the necessary application prepared, whereas I had not.

3. The said Land Agent gave the said John Jackson Thompson a receipt for the deposit money, and I then left the
office with the said John Jackson Thompson. _ _

4. During the whole of the time the said John Jackson Thompson was in the said Land Office the said Land Agent
did not in my hearing sav one word about the said John Jackson Thompson’s application being made at the wrong office, or 
about tbe land applied for being in another district. i

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing (be same to be true, and by virtue of tbe provisions of an 
Act made and passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her present Sfajcsty, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual abolition 
of oaths and aflirmations taken and made in various Depaitments of the Government of New South Wales and to substitute 
declarations in lieu thereof and for the suppression of voluntary and extra-judicial oalhs and affidavits.”
Subscribed and declared at Inverell, this 1st day of) WM. BOSS.

November, 1881, before me,— j
H. Muhro, J.B.

[Enclosure B to No. 91.]
Mr. J. J. Thompson to The Secretary for Lands.

gij. Bukkulla, 6 November, 18S1.
Since I made and sent in my affidavit. I am informed that a statement previously made by tbe Crown Lands Agent 

at Inverell contradicts my sworn statement. J protest against any statement (by the Land Agent or any other person) being 
entertained as evidence against me unless such statement is sworn to and a copy forwarded to me for a reply.

I want the mailer cleared up with a view of proving the truth, and if the Laud Agent’s statement contradicts mine in 
any particular way lot him swear to it, and then I will have an opportunity of clearing it up. You know that in getting up un
case I have not power to cnil for men and papers to prove it.

I have, Ac.,
J. J. THOMPSON.

No. 92.
Messrs. H. J. Withers & Co. to Tlie Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, 9, Macquarie-pkee, 29 November, 1881.
I do myself tbe honor to forward you declaration made by Mr. William Eoss, that no warning 

was given to Thompson by the Land Agent at Inverell when my client applied for the land.
T. have, &c.,

H. .1. WITHEES & CO.
----------------- (Per E.W.E.)

[Enclosure to No. 92.] _
I, William Boss, ofnear Invereli, farmer, do solemnly and sincerely declare ns follows:—Thatlwasin the Lands Office,Inverell, 
during tho time that Mr. J. J. Thompson was there, and saw him give an application to the Land Agent, which bo (ihe Agent) 
received without warning or protest. I was standing so near both (bat neither could speak without my hearing what was 
said. Tho date upon which the application I now refer io was made was tlie 3rd day of May, 1877. And I make this solemn 
declaration eonscientiouslv believing the same to be (rue, and iu virtue of (lie provisions of an Act made mad passed inthe ninth 
year of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual abolition of Oaths and Affirmations 
taken and made iu various Departments of (.he Government of New South Wales and to substitute declarations in lieu thereof 
and for the suppression of voluntary and extra-judicial Oaths and Affidavits.”
Declared at Inverell, this 25th day of) M ILLIAM BOSS.

November, 1881, before me,— J
H. Munko, J.P. _______________ '

No. 93!



Messrs. H. J. Withers & Co. to The Under Secretary for Lands.
®'1*’ 9, Maequarie-place, 2 December, 1881.

\\ e do ourselves the honor to request that Ihe Treasury may be authorised to transfer tbe rentir^‘Tlwm.R?on 
on pre-loase noted in margin, now held in Suspense Account, to Eevenue Account.

AVe have, &c.,
H. ,T. "WITHEES & CO.,

____________________________ ' {Per E.W.E.)

No. 93.

No. 9L
Mr. E. 0. Smith to The Under Secretary for Lands.

®ir’ g BT ■ . . Sydney, 7 December, 1881.
. ! If IP ^ reeeiPt °f your communication of tbe 20tli October last (Leases'.S 1-4,967) enclosing a

tracing ol F. W. Wnght’s pre-emptive lease 111 of 77, being 429 acres at Warialda.
, to ask your attention to your letter (79-4.0SC Leases) addressed to me on the 15th Nbvem-

uu ii i resPe^l:D§ lease, and to point out that this lease, without auy reference to or communication 
Too £ teVJia,8 h?ei1 T(?r-y much alie?,ed and interfered with; not only so, but a gazetted pre-lease, 
lUt) ot 18/9, held by Wyndham and Wright, in virtue of portion Ho. 27, parish of Arthur’s Seat, appears 
to havo been entirely ignored by your Department; and further, an application fora pre-emptive lease,in 
virtue of portion 81 of 80 acres, formerly Graham’s, now Wyndhatn’s, was refused on the ground that 
no land was available, and yet it is now sought to give Thompson laud in the same position, in virtue of 
Ins conditional purchase, which is entirely separate from the land in question.

Upon reference you will find that Macdonald’s ("now Hutchison’s) conditional purchase of 150 
acres, being portion K"o. 104, was ajiplied for as joining AYyndham’s portion iSTo. 84 of 77 acres, and so 
at present appears on ihe ground : but, from the tracing, it appears that the position of that conditional 
purchase has been shifted sp as to leave a road 2 or 3 chains wide between it and portion No. 84, by 
winch, no doubt, access is given to Thompson’s conditional purchase, and this is the mode bv which your 
Department seeks to enable Thompson to exercise pre-emptive right over land which in no wayr adjoins or is 
connected n ith his, and part of which had previously been refused to Wyndham, though it adjoined his land, 
and another portion thereof hncl been granted to Wright in 1877, or four years ago ; and this, as previously 
stated, has been done without any reference or intimation to Wyndham and Wright, the persons most 
concerned, and whom you informed in November, 1879, that their holding would not be interfered with, in 
belief of which they have entered into eugagements which Thompson has threatened to interfere with, 
under cover of your Department having given him possession of a large portion of Wright's lease,

I have to point out that my clients have never sought to exercise any right over land in tlie locality 
under notice, excepting the numerous portions purchased and leased by them and described bv surveys 
and Gazette notices, and that they have been in such a position for some years, and are fully aware that 
there is no precedent for the granting of a pre-emptive lease of the shape, and under the circumstances, 
oi that sought to be given to Thompson; indeed, uo surveyor or other officer of tho Department would 
iave submitted such a project, as ho would know, that it could and would not be entertained for a 

moment.
• iQi-v ^^ie indention of my clients to continue the occupation of their pre-emptive lease as gazetted 
m 18/ 7, aud confirmed in November. 1879 ; and they desire to express their surprise and regret that your 
Department has endeavoured so seriously to interfere with their interests, and trust that Thompson may at 
°!1°c,bo 'porinod you iu terms of your letter to me of the 15th November, 1879, thus averting the prob
ability of vexatious and expensive litigation which must ensue if your office does not confirm my client in 
his rights. J
,r 'w'S you will he good enough to give this matter your earliest attention, so as to relieve
ilessrs Wyndham and Wright from the serious inconvenience and annoyance which they now so 
unjustly sutler. ’ 1 live, &c„

__________ BENEST 0. SMITH.

No. 95.
Memorandum.

. Thompson <fc Wright.
Ihe settlement of this matter would appear to depend entirely on the form of Wright's pre-lease, No. Ill of 
and^O’’ 16 interP1'etation of llis description, viz.: <! Adjoining the eastern boundary of portions Nos. 79

1 noi ,?emg ui!£®?ne<U®ase’ j* ™ 1,cvei' delineated on the map till apparently the 24th February, 
1881 (.Leases 81 786). When Thompson’s lease was first charted it erroneously included 111 of 77 

apparently only when the whole matter became ventilated that, Thompson’s was amended, and 
Wright s charted, in. the form shown on tracing A herewith.

Though originally Thompson’s lease was applied for three months subsequently to Wright's, both 
were gazetted on the same date, and would consequently ho dealt with concurrently. Such being the case, 
the leases would no doubt have been charted so ns to admit of both claims being satisfied, and would, in 
Jr probability, bavo been approved by the Minister, hut, as has been pointed out, Ministerial approval of 
the tom was not obtained. 11

Thompson had to make a second application, on the 7th March, 1879, and being caused through 
no lauit ot his, he may he deserving of some consideration, otherwise Wright has almost two years’ prece
dence in the date of application, and it may be held that he had an undoubted claim to have his lease 
charted so as to extend easterly to the travelling stock reserve.
., ,. Jn tbe eTPnt this I have prepared a tracing (Pi) showing how the land must he disposed of to
thediflerent applicants. The red lines show Wright’s lease of 111 of 1877; the blue lines show all the land 
available tor the satisfaction of Thompson’s claim (4.37 acres) ; and the yellow lines show pre-lease No. 
/J-100, provisionally gazetted 16th December. 18/9, and referred to in Leases 81-6,584, If
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If it be decided that the leases are to remain as shown on tracing A, then the action of the Depart
ment in refusing Graham's application for pre-lease for portion 81 is correct. Thompson’s being of prior 
date, and the lease No. 79-100 (only provisionally gazetted), referred to by Mr. Smith, will have to be 
cancelled, as 48 of 1879 severs the portion (No. 27) from contact with Crown Land. J.B., 21/12/81.
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No. 96.
Memo rand am. .

The question in regard to the leases in this case are now submitted for decision.
The leases referred to are 77-111, 79-18, 79-20, and 79-100. Of these, the first two have called 

for special attention, and the leading facts in regard to them have already been set forth in a previous 
memorandum of the 19th October last. The following schedule shows the dates upon which the tour 
leases were claimed, and the dates upon which they were notified as approved in the Government 
Gazette;—

Lease. Area. Applicant. Date of Application. Date of Gazette.

77-111
79-49
79-20

79-100

Acres.
429

1,920
240
258

F. W. Wright-..................
,T. J. Thompson ..............
J. Graham ......................
Wyntihnm & Wright......

19th June, 1877 ..............
7th March, 1879 ..........

2Uth Mny, 1879 ..............
19th June, 1879 ..............

27th. November, 1877.
23rd May, 1879.
15th July, 1879.
16th December, IS 79.

The case hinges upon the question wiiether Mr. "Wright’s description covers land running from the 
eastern boundaries of portions 79 and 80 tothe west boundary of travelling stock reserve 337, and involves 
the question whether, assuming that it does, the Government have a right to grant the lease strictly in 
accordance with the description. The history of the case, so far as its practical bearings are concerned, 
dates from lease 77-111, as tins lease was (without regard to any invalid claim) the first applied for. 
The claimant's description is 429 acres adjoining the eastern boundaries of said portions Los. 79 and 80.

The question wdiethcr the Department has a right to grant a lease without regard to the claimants 
description seems to admit of a reply m the affirmative, and indeed it would appear that the advancement 
of a claim without any description whatever wrould not render it open to much objection. A description 
of the land is, however, desirable, as in a case wdiere the land in several directions is available the Depart
ment might have uo objection to grant it to suit the requirements of the applicant, and it may be pre
sumed that this consideration led to provision being made for a description in the form of application. It 
it be conceded that a description is not imperative, it seems to follow that when ono has been furnished it 
need not necessarilv be followed even when the laud is available ; aud this appears to have been arranged 
for by the 3Gth clause of the Act of 1875, which provides that a lease shall be taken, occupied, and held 
subject to the several conditions prescribed in the Occupation Act, and to the boundaries thereof, being 
defined as provided therein, or by any regulations.” Tbo regulation which bears on the subject is JN'o, 
1 of part 11, and it sets forth that the land “ shall be taken where practicable in a block of rectangular 
form, of which the external lines shall he directed to the cardinal points by compass, except in such eases 
as it is found that existing lease boundaries, alienated or reserved land, or other obstacles, render such a 
course inadvisable or impracticable.” _ . ,

The question, however, has first to be determined—whether Mr. W right’s lease wrould, it eharled 
in accordance with his description, extend to the travelling stock reserve, and Ibis question is by no means 
free from doubt. Had the matter of charting come forward without reference to Thompson’s lease /9-4S, 
it would be safe to say that the lease wrould have been located in this manner, but the description is 
sufficiently vague to admit of a modification such as has already been made being carried ouh It might 
not, however, bo desirable to refine too much in a case of this nature ; but, at the same time, it is pointed 
out that although the lessee has described the land to the cast, he has not stated how far in that direction 
he wished to go. In any circumstances, after having extended in that direction, it would have to extend 
to the north or the south to make up the area, and as in the position shown on tracxng_ A it extends to 
the east and north, the question seems to be whether it should extend fully in the direction described 
before diverging in any other. This point is, of course, a somewhat nice one. The circumstances most 
stronglv in favour of Wright is that his is the first claim; but, on the other hand, his lease has only 
recently been charted, no tracing has been forwarded to the Land Agent, and he cannot therefore say 
(whatever lie may urge in reference to his description) that the position of it has been departed from. 
In view of these considerations, and having regard to the fact that iflease 77-111 be charted fully up to 
the resenrc'Thompson will be confined to a comparatively small area, there appears sufficient reason, it is 
submitted, to take advantage of any ambiguity of description, and allow Thompson’s lease to stand. The 
question as to lease 79-48 being connected with the land in right of which it was granted by only a road, 
and being separated by M’Donald’s conditional purchase, does not call for special comment, as that 
purchase was measured without reference to the description, and Thompson has (what has already been 
conceded) no right to suffer through it. The other leases in question arc 79-20 and 79-100, and both 
being of subsequent date to 77-111 and 79-48, are dependent upon them. Lease 79-20, claimed m virtue 
of portion 81, lias been cancelled, and this action was correct, as the vacant land was absorbed by Thomp
son’s prior lease 79-48 ; and, as pointed out by Mr. Burt, 79-100 will have to be cancelled if Thompson s 
lease should remain intact, as that lease will cover any adjoining land; but should lease / /-111 be 
extended to the reserve the land to the north of portion 27, in right of which 79-100 has been claimed, 
will of course become available. 00110/01

- on above. * m
By the Under Secretary for Lands :—A glance at tracings A and B should, I think, be sufficient 

to decide this case. I am satisfied that had "Wright's lease 77-11] been charted when granted it would 
have been defined as shown on tracing B, and having been so defined would have prevented J. »T. Thompson a 
lease 79-4:8 beiu^ granted, as shown on tracing A. The explanation of the present position of the two

. . leases
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leases is apparently this : Mr. Thompson’s application, having been received, it was thought desirable to 
comply with it, aud with this view the first attempt was made to locate Mr. "Wright’s lease. It then 
became evident that there was only one way of charting it if Mr. Thompson’s lease was to be complied 
with, and that was as shown on tracing A. It will scarcely be asserted that the form of lease shown on 
tracing A is a very reasonable interpretation of Mr. Wright’s description, and certainly not as reasonable 
as that indicated by tracing B. In addition to facts just stated, it is pointed out that Mr. Wright applied 
for the land when there were no conflicting interests, and can fairly claim that the lease granted should 
embrace the land which I think it may be maintained ho applied for.

It is to be regretted that this case should have remained undetermined for so long, hut I see no 
other course to pursue than to recommend that Mr. Thoinpsen’s lease be confined to the area south of 
lease 77-111, as shown on tracing B.—C.O., 23/12/81.

By the Secretary for Lands:—Wright, I understand, to have been the first applicant for a pre-lease. 
He therefore should have the land applied for, which is east of his eastern boundary. There does not appear 
to he 429 acres available where he applied for it; therefore I think he should have what is available, and 
lying east of his land,—Joins' E.

Pre-lease Ko. 77-111, E. Wright, regazotted as 320 acres, 10th March, 1882, in accordance with 
the above decision. Pre-lease lSTo. 79-48, J. J. Thompson, has also been regazetted, same date, as 400 
acres. Amended tracing of both leases herewith, for transmission to Land Agent.—J.P.P., 17/3/82.

No. 97.
Mr. Henry J. Withers to The Secretary for Lands.

Sir, 9, Macquarie-place, 27 December, 1SS1.
The case of J. J. Thompson is again to be submitted to you, to decide whether the lessee of 

the rim, Mr. Wright, shall be permitted to have his pre-lease granted in such a way that it will prevent 
my client getting the fall area of his lease.

It appears to us objectionable to allow either squatter or selector to take a pre-lease in a way 
that prevents another receiving the full area when there is plenty of available land to satisfy both 
applications. In this case I applied some time ago to have Wright’s application so amended that both 
could get the full area, and a tracing was submitted by the Survey Branch to you, showing how it was 
proposed to grant them. You approved of the design upon a letter in which I protested against Hutchin- 
sou’s conditional purchase being allowed to bar Thompson's right to a pre-v'mptivc lease.

The lessee’s agent has now urged that because Mr. Wright applied for his land in a certain form 
that it must be so granted. In reply to that, 1 respectfully submit that it is optional with you, sir, to 
cither allow it as applied for, or to so amend it that all the available land can ho leased. Had the law or 
practice of the Department supported Mr. Wright I would not protest, hut in all cases where it was 
evident that the application had been described with the purpose of preventing a selector having a 
lease the Department has recommended, and invariably the Minister has approved, that as land was avail
able both should be allowed. By reference to the papers you will have evidence of the trouble Thompson 
has been put to. Messrs. Wyndhatn and Wright did their best to ruin him, and now they are trying to 
reduce his lease to the smallest possible area.

1 may mention that in tins case the only approval given to either of these leases was when the 
tracing was submitted to you, showing how it was proposed to grant them; therefore the attempt now 
made by Mr. Wright is to alter that approval, aud allow him to block Thompson from getting his. A 
tracing was sent to the Land Agent, I believe, and, according to the register, Thompson was informed of 
the approval, and the cancellation of lease reversed, rent for which is in Suspense Account. We submit 
that interests of the country will be best served by the Minister retaining to himself the right of amending 
any description given for a pre-lease.

The action now urged by Mr. "Wright, and if acted upon, will form a bad precedent, aud enable 
others to extend leases from freeholds in long strips, thereby preventing the settler obtaining what is of 
more value to him than his selection for grazing.

In conclusion, I must ask you to take into consideration what my client has gone through since 
1877. He has complied with the Act in every way, so far as lie knew ; also, that the design for these 
leases will not matter to Mr. Wright, except that by allowing him to retain it as described he keeps 
himself what Thompson would get if an amendment was allowed, viz., about 1,400 acres of land.

I have, Ac.,
-------- HENRY J. WITHERS.

Minnie on (tlove.
Submitted iu connection with previous papers.—H.C., 31/12/81. 1

No. 98.
Mr. J. J. Thompson to The Under Secretary for Lands,

Sir, Bukkulla, 9 January, 1882.
Last March I sent £ L2 5s. to be paid into the Department as rent on my pre-lease to my con

ditional purchase of 640 acres, county of Arrawatta, near the boundary of parishes Bukkulla and Arthur’s 
Seat. The money was to have been paid in by Mr. Withers, Land Agent, and 1 have got no notice or 
receipt from Withers or the Department whether the rent has been paid in. Sir, please to let me know 
if the rent has been paid into the Department, as it would endanger my claim to the pre-lease if the rent 
has not been paid in. I have, &c.,

-------- J. J. THOMPSON.
■ Minutes on alove.

Lease 79-48, cancellation revoked, vide 81-1,149 leases; attach papers quoted and connect.—C.H., 
28/1/82. Carry on papers and forward to Mr. Burt.—H.C., 3/2/82. Urgent.

No. 98a.



No. 98a.
Mr. J. J. Thompson to The Minister for Mines.

Sir, Bukkulla, 9 January, 1882.
Last March I sent £12 5s. to be paid into the Department as rent on my pre-lease to my 640 

acres, county of Arrawatta, near the boundary of parishes Bukkulla and Arthur’s Seat. The money was 
to have been paid in by Mr. Withers, land agent, and I have got no notice or receipt from Withers or 
the Department as to whether the rent has been paid in. Sir, please to let me know if the rent has been 
paid into the Department, as it would endanger my claim to the pre-lease if the rent has not been paid in.

I have, &c.,
---- --- J. J. THOMPSON.

■ Minute, on above.
The Under Secretary for Lands.—H.W., B.O., 13/1/82.

No. 99.
Messrs. Henry J. Withers & Co. to The Under Secretary for Lands,

gii^ . 9, Macqnarie-place, 1 February, 1882,
On behalf of J. J. Thompson, we do ourselves the honor to request that the sum of £600 may 

he placed on the nest Estimates as compensation for law expenses applied for some time ago.
Our client has been nearly ruined in this matter, and only asks now for money actually expended

in defendins; the action brought against him. We have, Ac.,
6 TTRNTTfV .T WITHERS & CO.

No. 100.
Mr. C. Macdonald to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sjrj Sydney, 2 February, 1882.
Has the Minister for Lands finally approved of the description of Angus M'Donald’s conditional 

purchase as now measured and shown, on the map, and has he notified the approval of the conditional pur
chase (clause 14, Act of 1875) ? Please to give a written answer to the above.

I have, &c.,
COLIN MACDONALD,

-------  (Pro J. J. Thompson).
Minutes on above.

The writer should be requested to give further particulars of the purchase (area, district, and date 
of selection).—J.W., 8/2/82, Mr. Thompson should be requested to state whether his letter refers to 
the conditional purchase of Angus M'Donald’s conditional purchase 76/33, Warialda, 13th April, 1876, 
150 acres, in parish of Bukkulla, and if so, informed that the purchase has not been finally approved.— 
C.N., 22/9/82, By the Chief Commissioner :—There is no necessity for writing again.—A.O.M., 30/9/82.

No. 101.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. E. O. Smith.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 17 February, 1882,
Having reference to your communication respecting Mr. F. Wright’s pre-emptive lease, 77/111, 

in the district of luverell, I have the honor to inform you that your client’s claim has. in conjunction with 
the claim of Mr. J. J. Thompson, been taken into consideration by the Secretary for Lands, who has 
decided that, as Mr. Wright applied for hind to the east of portions 79 and 80, parish of Bukkulla, his 
lease shall be charted in that direction, without deviating in any other way. It will therefore occupy a 
position extending from the eastern boundary of the portions mentioned to travelling stock reserve 337, 
and, as the boundaries have been limited, will comprise only 320 acres, and not 429 acres, as applied for. 
At an early date the lease will be regazetted, together with the lease held of Mr. Thompson, who, on account 
of the intervention of your client’s lease, will be confined to an area of about 460 acres.

I have, Ac.,
CHARLES OLIVER,

Under Secretary.

No. 102.
Mr. C. Macdonald to The Secretary for Lands.

g;rj Breeza, 24 Eebruary, 1882.
I am going to Sydney to act ns Thompson’s agent. Thompson’s case has been under notice 

in the Department for the last three years, and is undecided. Thompson knows little or nothing of the 
documents, letters, or evidence that is opposed, to his claims, and my object is to see these, and, if necessary, 
to get them ; and I would respectfully request that the papers be got ready so that they can be found 
when I am there. If possible, I start on Monday next. The cases have no doubt been a great deal of 
trouble to the Department, as well as Thompson. Hoping you will see that the papers are in there places, 
as I have to go to Sydney specially to see them.—

—--- -------- 1 COLIN MACDONALD.

[^Enclosure
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[Enclosure to No. 102.]
Sir, Bukkulla, February, 1882.

_ I hereby authorize Oolin Macdonald to act as my agent in my claim against tho Government for compensation, and 
my claim to a prc-leaso to my 040 acres, the latter claim being disputed by Messrs. Wyndham and Wright, of Karoola.

I have, &c.,
J. J. THOMPSON.

No. 108.
Mr. 0. Macdonald to The Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Sydney, 8 March, 1882.
As agent for J. J. Thompson, I respectfully request that Frederick 17. Wright’s pre-lease 

should be cancelled. It is a dummy pre-lease. Percy Wright applied for the pre-lease in favour of F. 
Wright; and I know for a fact that Percy Wright and E. S. Wyndhatn used the pre-lease the same as 
the rest of the run, their sheep, iu care of a shepherd, occupying the land. Percy Wright applied for 
another dummy pre-lease in favour of John Graham; and I know for a fact Wyndham and Wright’s sheep, 
in charge of a shepherd, occupied part of Graham’s selection, and Graham clid not require a pre-lease. 
I believe he had only a horse, and no other stock. I also submit that pre-leases must be applied for 
by the person who holds the land ; and the pre-lease must also be occupied by the same party.

I have, &c.,
, COLDS7 MACDONALD.

P.S.—Pre-leases are only available when applied for by the person who holds tho conditional 
purchase, or auction purchase (vide clause 36 (Act of 1875).

Minutes on Ho. 103.
Mr. Macdonald may be informed that the law does not enjoin that an application must be made in 

person ; and that it calls upon the Department to inquire whether the lease is occupied by the registered 
lessee or another person.—H.C., 9/3/82.

By the Under Secrelary for Lands:—Inform—.C.O., 13/3/S2. Mr. Burt, 14/3/82.
_ Curry,—Leases 77-11.1 and 79-48 have both been re-gazetted, 10th March, 1882. Amended 

tracings herewith for Land Agent. By the decision on leases 82-1,011, lease No. 79-100 can be charted. 
Tracing is therefore enclosed, which might be forwarded to Land Agent.—J.B., 17/3/82.

Mr. Curry,—Leases 77-111 and 79-48 both stand in Warialda m the books, and should, perhaps, 
be transferred to Invcrell prior to sending the tracings. Lease 79-100 is paid up for 1882, and has been 
transferred to Inverell already: the tracing may, perhaps, be forwarded. The rent in arrear on 79-48 
may also, perhaps, be credited for 80 and 81 on original area, and for 1882 on reduced area; fines for 
1880 and 1881. to be deducted, and the balance refunded.—C.H., 27/3/82.

Mr. Burt,—Leases 79-48, and 77-111, and 79-100 were in the district of Warialda when applied 
for it appears. _ Are they all now in the district of Inverell ?—H.C., 20/4/82. Tes.—J.B., 20/4/82.

The action suggested in the memorandum of the 27th May, it is submitted, be carried out. But it 
may be thought desirable to refund the rent paid in excess, not from the date of re-gazette, but the 
original notification, and accept the rent for 80 and 81 without fine, seeing that the cancellation of lease 
79-48 was not formally reversed, and the rent wras paid into Suspense in September, 1881.—H.C., 21/4/82.

By the Under Secretary for Lands:—The course suggested may he pursued.—C.O., 22/4/82.

No. 104.
Gazette Notice.
Defined Pre-leases.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 10 March, 1882.
It is hereby notified, for the information of all persons concerned, that the pre-leases enumerated 
in the subjoined list, which have been approved under the Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875, and 
Further Amendment Act of 1880, subject to modifications or amendments, have been, on further 
examination, modified or amended.

2. The amounts mentioned are the rents for one year, and date from the original notification. 
All subsequent payments, as renewals of rent, must be made in the month of September of the year 
preceding.

3. Tracings may bo seen at the different local Laud Offices.
Abstract No. of lease, 111-77; date of original notification, 27 November, 1877; lessee’s 

name, Frederick Wright; address, Bukkulla ; area of purchase in virtue of ivhich lease is granted, 143; 
area, 320 acres ; rent, £1; county Arrawatta, parish Bukkulla, district Inverell; office No. of applica
tion and papers, L.A. 77-2,040.

Abstract No. of lease, 48-79; date of original notification, 23 May, 1879; lessee's name, J. J. 
Thompson; address, Bukkulla; area of purchase in virtue of which lease is granted, 640 acres: area, 
460 acres ; rent, £1 8s. 9d.; county Arrawatta, parish Bukkulla, district Inverell; office No. of 
application and papers, L.A, 79-603.

No. 105.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. 0. Macdonald.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 14 March, 1882.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Sth instant, requesting that 

Mr. ¥. W. Wright’s pre-emptive lease 77-111. in the district of Warialda, might be cancelled; and, in 
reply, to state that the reasons you have urged in support of your request would not warrant such a 
course, as the law does not enjoin that an application for a pre-emptive lease must be signed alone by 
the applicant or tendered in person : nor docs it require this Department to inquire whether the land 
comprised in the lease is occupied by the registered lessee or another person.

I have, &c,,
CHARLES OLIVER,

_________ __________________ Under Secretary.
No, 106.



Mr. J. J. Thompson to The Secretary for Lands.
gir[ Bukkulla, March, 1882.

I respectfully submit Frederick W. Wright cannot hold a pre-lease to portions 79 and 80, 
parish of Bukkulla. because Frederick Wright has not applied for one; vide Act of 1875, 3Gth clause, and 
clause 16 of the Crown Bands Alienation Act 1S61, and ditto, clause 10, part 5. The Act does not enable 
Percy Wright to a])ply for a pre-lease in favour of Frederick W. Wright, to be occupied by Percy 
'Wright and E. 8. Wyndham, as lias been done in this instance. To enable Frederick Wright to get a pre
lease, he would have to apply personally for it,aud then he himself could bold and occupy it, but uo one else.

2. 1 also submit that my claim should be submitted to arbitration, as Wright’s description is vague, 
and does not specify how' far east it extends, and if it extends far enough to interfere yith my claim 
(even if Wright’s application was a bond fide one, and not a dummy claim, as I maintain it is); vide 
Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, and 6th clause, ditto, clause 12, part 6. All pre-leases being held 
under Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, clause 12. part 5, and clauses 10 and IS {vide clause 36 of 
Act 1875). My claim should he submitted to .arbitration, because it is not stated in Lauds Act whether 
selections must be taken in the police or pastoral district. I believe my selection is on the Inverell side of 
the pastoral district, and the question arises, do I not hold the pre-lease back to the date of my first applica
tion, and then Wright's pre-lease would be subject to an existing claim wdiich I previously had upon it {vide 
clause 36, Act 1875). My first pre-lease was not forfeited, but cancelled, aud the one granted to "Wright 
was also cancelled. I hope you will sec that the Act never intended pre-leases to be dummied and 
applied for, held, or occupied by any other person but the purchasers, as 1 can prove has been done in 
this case. Please to put this with the papers connected with my case; it may be called for in Parliament.

1 have, &c.,
J. J. THOMPSON.

No. 106.

No. 107.
Mr. 0. Macdonald to The Secretary for Lands.

Sjrj Breef.a, 21 March, 1882.
I beg to draw your attention to the fact that the signatures to the application for a pre-lease 

(alleged to have been made by John G-raham, on the 29th May. 1879, parish Bukkulla) has the signatures 
pasted on. I had a genuine signature of John Graham’s, and compared it with the one on the application, 
and I am satisfied they were not written by the same person ; the ono on the application is written in a 
tolerably clear and steady hand, very much like the sigoature of Percy Wright (underneath it). The 
signature which I have’’ (and which I can prove to be genuine) is written in a very bad, cramped, 
and irregular hand, very much worse than the writing of Percy AVright, it can be proved that 
Percy Wright had possession of documents connected with John Graham's conditional purchase. Percy 
Wright paid John Asimus the price of the selection, and John Asimus signed the transfer and handed it 
to Percy Wright. John Graham (the alleged purchaser) was not present, and made a bargain with John 
Asimus about the conditional purchase. It. L. Murray, M.L.A, has instructions to ask if this letter has 
been received, aud get a reply cither officially or through Parliament. I may add that Wyndham and 
Wright used a portion of John Graham’s selection as part of their run, and that I believe John Graham 
had no stock except ono horse. With regard to the pre-lease alleged to have been applied for by F. W. 
Wright, it is an application for three times the area (not part) of Ins purchased land on the east from 
the said purchased land. I respectfully submit that there is plenty available land to give hinp the full 
area by granting him a pre-lease on the cast a little wider than the purchased land, and, if he is a bona 
fide applicant, he will not want a smaller pre-lease than applied for; and by granting the pre-lease in this 
form it would not interfere with J. J. Thompson, as a small space could be left, to adjoin it to the rest 
of bis pre-lease. I may suggest that the Department should write to Frederick \V. AV right to know if 
lie has any reasons for wanting a smaller pre-lease than he applied for before granting him a part 
only. F. AArright’£ application docs not state that the pre-lease is to bo no wider than the purchased 
land; no particular width is s rated, nor is the depth it is to have (easterly) stated; and there is plenty of avail
able land to give a pre-lease as large as the applied for, and tho pre-lease would he to the cast of the purchased 
land, and his application complied with to the very letter, without interferring with Thompson s claim. 
Wright’s application cannot bo complied with to the letter without granting him the area applied for 
when tho land is available, and ns he did not specify any particular width or depth. I do not know if 
there arc any letters from AAGight or Mr. Smith, AV’yndham and AVright’s agent,. requesting to reduce 
the size of the pre-lease alleged to have been applied for by F. AVright. Jf there is such a letter, I did 
not see it; and such letter, if it existed, would form an interesting public document, well worth printing 
by the Government in the interest of the public. 1 know Thompson or his agent did not write to have it
reduced. AFliatever flaws there are in Thompson’s claim to the pre-lease were caused by AA'yndbam and
AVright taking advantage of mistakes of the Department. I respectfully submit that, as F. AA7right’s claim 
to a'pre-lcase (that would interfere with Thompson’s) is not clearly established, that both should be 
allowed the full area of their claims submitted to arbitration {vide 6tb clause, Crown Lands Office Act

P.S.—Supposing that F. AVright’s claim to a pre-lease is a good one, there are no obstacles to its 
being granted in rectangular form (as shown on the tracings the western end is not. rectangular); and even 
if his description was clear, it is still left to the Minister's discretion whether it is advisable to grant it 
in tbo form applied for (first pro-lease regulations, aud I believe pre-lease regulations arc law—Crown 
Lands Alienation Act, 36th clause); and even if F. Wright’s alleged pro-lease did adjoin the travelling 
stock road as proposed, I submit for your decision whether the part of tho road which would intervene 
between one part of Thompson’s pre-lease and the remainder should be a bar to his getting the whole 
area applied for (clause 36, Act 75). L hope you will excuse my mentioning classes, &c.; but. as every 
point has been used against iny client, I wish to do the same to protect him. Please to put this letter 
with the papers connected with Thompson’s case.

I have no objection to this being read or coined by AVyndham and AVright, or their agent.
COLIN MACDONALD,

(Pro J. J. Thompson) .
‘ No. 108.
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No. 108.
Mr. Colin Macdonald to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Breeza, 17 April, 1SS2,
When I was in Sydney, as Thompson’s agent in the compensation case, you stated that you 

were my opponent*, and 1 hare long ago concluded it was useless for my client to appeal for justice to his 
opponents when they were virtually his judges as well. 1 advised him to appeal to Parliament, and to 
draw up a statement of his case for that purpose. Although we are opponents, it is useless for either 
party to raise points which cannot materially affect the case in the end. One point raised against my 
client (the evidence of the Inverell Laud Agent) will, if persisted iu, only have the effect of giving 
trouble to tho Department and myself, and no benefit to either. I consider his statement too absurd to 
require refuting, and if it did, Boss’s last declaration does so effectually.

In the first place, Cardew declares “he told Thompson Warialdi was the place,” implying that 
Cardow referred to the point, and this in the face of the fact that Cardew has been accepting applications 
wholesale which were out of ins district before and after this application. The Land Agent states that 
“ Thompson persisted, and that he (Cardew) could not reject the application in the face of the descrip
tion in the Gazette," implying that if the Gazette had been right be would have rejected it; and yet this 
was the only one of the numerous selections taken wrongly iu which he had that excuse, and lie did not 
reject them. Cardew docs not state whether it was Wednesday or Thursday on which the discussion as 
to district took place, and by suppressing that tries to make it appear that Thompson was careless, 
and incurred the responsibility himself by neglecting the warning Cardew was so careful to give. Cardew 
omits to state whether the point had been previously raised in Inverell, and whether by himself or selec
tors. The real truth is, the point was raised by selectors before either Cardew or Wyndham and Wright 
raised it, and Cardew’s practice of accepting applications in that locality had the effect of causing not 
only Thompson, but also the first party in Inverell who drew attention to the district boundary to go to the 
wrong office to select. The party who raised the doubt in Thompson’s mind as to the proper district 
went to Inverell the same day to select the same laud; and Thompson went to Cardew the day before 
selecting to clear a doubt which, if Cardew could clear up, would have saved Thompson from great loss 
and the Department some trouble. Among the large number of selections taken in that locality some 
two or three were taken in the right district previously, hut they have to thank their own carefulness, not 
Cardew. Look on the map (county Arrawatta, on tbo Warialdi side, on the Karoola, Arthur’s Seat, 
Bannockburn, Denton Vale, Graman, and Elsinore Buns) and see if Cardew has not made a practice of 
accepting applications in the wrong district, iu an enormous number of cases, between 1861 and 1878, 
and if you look to the descriptions you will see the absurdity of Cardew trying to put the responsibility 
on the only selector who lost a Supreme Court action by it.

There are other runs on which the selections are taken in wrong district, such as the Bukkulla, 
Egerton Buns, etc., &c. The Land Agent is suppressing the fact that Thompson was almost (if not) tho 
only person who went to inquire as to the proper district at tho Invcrell office, and that he would not 
have gone to Inverell to select only for the erroneous practice of Cardew in taking applications without 
referring to the map and the mistake in the Gazette. I intend drawing up a statement of Thompson’s 
case to he submitted to Parliament, and inviting Thompson’s opponent (the Minister) to refute any part 
of it. You have ample evidence in the descriptions of conditional purchases, &c., &c., that Cardew’s 
evidence is absurd. If you let me know that you do not intend to challenge Thompson’s statement on this 
point, I can then avoid raking up mistakes in other cases on this point, otherwise I cannot. Please let me 
know ono month before Parliament meets. T have, Ac.,

■------- COLIX MACDONALD.
Minutes on alove.

This is an extraordinary letler throughout, hut the portion marked * is untrue.—C.O., 19/1/32. 
Submitted.—C.H.G., 28/4/82. Mr. Freeman,—The other papers in the case were recently forwarded lo 
you.—II.C., 3/5/82—10/0/82.

No. 109.
Declaration by John Jackson Thompson.

I, .Toils' .Talksox Tnoornsox, of Bukkulla, in the Colony of New South 'Wales, do solemnly aud sincerely 
declare as follows :—That I requested Surveyor Blunt to leave a vacant space and a road between my 640 
acres and Hutchinson’s land, and the said surveyor surveyed Hutchinson's land and joined it to mine 
without leaving any road to my land ; that I know it to he true, and can declare lo it. That by joining 
Hutchinson’s laud to mine the surveyor excluded some good black soil from Hutchinson’s selection and 
included some had land. And 1 make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing tho same to be 
true, and by virtue of the provisions of an Act made and passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her 
present Majesty, intituled “ An Act for the more effectual abolition of oaths and affirmations taken and 
made in various departments of the Government of New South Wales and to substitute declarations in 
lieu thereof and for the suppression of voluntary and extra-judicial oaths and affidavits."
Subscribed and declared before me, at Edger-) JOHN JACKSON THOMPSON,

ton, this 20th day of April, 1882,— j
W. F. Fitzgebald, J.P,

No. 110.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. X1. "W. IVright.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
I am directed to state, for your information, that the pre-emptive lease particularized in x0. ;r-ni 

the margin, which was formerly in the district of Warialda, is now in the district of Inverell, and that any ’
payments in regard to it should in future be tendered to the Crown Lands Agent at the latter place, to "timber, isjt"' 
whom the tracing of the lease has been transmitted. I have, &c., Co‘ Am"'atta'

H. CUBBY,
(For tho Under Secretary).

No. 111.730-F
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Lease No. 77-111, 
area 429 acres, 
notified 27 No

vember, 1S77, 
Co. Arrawatta.

LcaseNo. 77-111, 
area 429 acres, 
notified 27 No

vember, 1877, 
Co. Arrawatta.

Lease No. 77-111, 
area 429 acres, 
notified 27 No

vember, 1877, 
Co. Arrawatta.

Lease No. 79-48,] 
area 1,020 acres, 
notified 28 Mav, 

1879,
Co. Arrawatta.

Lease No, 79-48. 
area 1,920 acres, 
notified 23 May, 
1879, county of 
Arrawatta.

Lease No. 79-48, 
area 1,920 acres, 
notified 2S May, 
1879, county of 
Arrawatta.

£ease No. 79-48, 
area 1,920 acres, 
notified 23 May, 
1879, county of 
Arrawatta.

No. ill.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Warialda.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1SS2.
lam directed to state, for your information, that the pre-emptive lease particularized in the 

margin, which was formerly in the district of Warialda, is now in the district of Inverell, and that all 
future payments should be received by you. The Land Agent at the former district has been instructed 
to forward you the tracing of the lease. I have, &c.,

H. CUBBY,
(For the Under Secretary).

No. 112.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.

Sir, Department of Lauds, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
I am directed to state, for your information, that the pre-emptive lease particularized in the 

margin, which was formerly in the district of Warialda, is now in the district of Inverell, and that all 
future payments should be received by you. The Land Agent at the former district has been instructed 
to forward you the tracing of the lease. I have, Ac.,

H. CURRY,
(For the Under Secretary).

No. 113.
Memorandum to Auditor-General.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
I am directed to state, for your information, that the pre-emptive lease particularized in 

the margin, which was formerly in the district of Warialda, is now in tho district of Inverell, and that 
any payments in regard to it should in future be tendered to the Crown Lands Agent at the latter place, 
to whom the tracing of the lease has been transmitted, I have, &c.,'

H. CURRY,
(For the Under Secretary).

/ No. 114.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. J. Thompson,

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
1 am directed to state, for your information, that the pre-emptive lease particularized in 

the margin, which was formerly in the district of Warialda, is now in the district of Inverell, and that 
any payments in regard to it should in future he tendered to the Crown Lands Agent at the latter place, 
to whom the tracing of the lease has been transmitted. 1 have, &e., .

H. CURRY,
(For the Under Secretary).

No. 115.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, ‘Warialda.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
I am directed to state, for your information, that the pre-emptive lease particularized in the 

margin, which was formerly in the district of Warialda, is now in the district of Inverell, and that any 
payments in regard to it should in future be tendered to the Crown Lands Agent at the latter place, to 
whom the tracing of the lease now in your keeping should he transmitted by you.

J. have, &c.,
H. CURRY,

(For the Under Secretary).

No. 116.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.

Sir, ' Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
I am directed to state, for yonr information, that the pre-emptive lease particularized in the 

margin, which was formerly in the district of Warialda, is now in the district of Inverell, and that any 
payments in regard to it should in future be tendered to the Crown Lands Agent at the latter place, to 
whom the tracing of the lease now in your keeping should he transmitted by you.

I have, Ac.,
H. CURRY,

(For the Under Secretary.)

No. 117.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Auditor-General.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
I am directed to state, for your information, that the pre-emptive lease particularized in the 

margin, which was formerly in the district of Warialda, is now in the district of Inverell, and that any 
payments in regard to it should in future be tendered to the Crown Lands Agent at the latter place, to 
whom the tracing of the lease has been transmitted, I have, Ac.,

H. CURRY,
(For the Under Secretary).

No. 118.
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The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. F. W. Wright.
Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.

_ _ I am directed to inform you that the area of your pre-emptive lease. No. 77-111, in
the district of Warialda, approved on the 27th November, 1877, was, by notice in the Grovemment 
Gazette of the lOtli March, 1882, reduced from 429 to 320 acres ; that a tracing showing approximately 
the preseut boundaries of the lease has been forwarded, for public inspection, to the local Crown Lands 
Agent j and that tho Under Secretary for Finance and Trade (to whom any communication respecting 
the money should be addressed) has been requested to refund to you the sum of 7s. 7d., being the amount 
of rent and fine in excess consequent upon the reduction in area that has now been made since 10th 
March last. I have, Ac.,

H. CURRY,
___ ____ (For the Under Secretary).
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No. 118.

No. 119.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.

n- , t Date when Sir> , Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
nAl!10U!^ ot wbld, credited I am directed to invite your attention to a notice in the Govern-
e™ • taken. Treasury, uient Gazette of the 10th March, 1882, from which you will see that the

7November i*1'611 ^r- Frederick Wentworth Wright’s pre-emptive lease, No 77-111,
■0. 7d. less '1577. ’ in the county of Arrawatta, approved on the 27th November, 1877, has been

, , reduced from 420 to 320 acres ; and lam, at the same time, to forward you,
for public inspection, a fracing which allows approximately the position which the lease at present 
occupies. ‘

The rent in excess and fine consequent upon the reduction now made (calculated from 10 March, 
last) has been authorized for refund ; and, in order that you may cuter full particulars in your register, 
the several amounts which form the sum to be returned have been clearly shown in the marginal schedule.

I have, &c.,
H. CURRY,

__________________________ (For the Under Secretary).

No. 120.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.

Revenue refunded.
■ Lands Department, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.

I am directed to request that you will be good enough to refund to Mr. F. ~W. Wright, of 
Inverell, the sum of 7s, 7d.., credited at the Treasury on the 7th November, 1881, being the rent and fine 
over-paid on the pre-emptive lease particularized iu the margin, for 1882, as the area of the lease has 
been reduced to 320 acres since 10th March, 1882. I have, &c.

H. CURRY,
________ _________________ (F°r Under Secretary).

No. 121.
The Undei' Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. J. Thompson.

, Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
I am directed to inform you that the area of your pre-emptive lease No. 79-48, in the district 

ot Inverell, approved on the 23rd May, 1879, was, by notice in the Government Gazette of the 10th 
March, 1882, reduced from 1,920 to 460 acres; that a tracing showing approximately the present boun
daries of the lease has been forwarded, for public inspection, to the local Crown Lands Agent; and that 
the Under Secretary for Finance and Trade (to whom any communication respecting the money should 
be addressed) has been requested to refuud to you the sum of £4 11s. 3d., being the amount of rent in 
excess consequent upon the reduction in area that has now been made.

I have, &c.,
, H, CURRY,

______________________ ___ (For Under Secretary).

No. 122. *
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
. 1 directed to inrite your attention to a notice in the Government Gazette of the 10th 

March, 1882, from which you will eee that the area of Mr. John Jackson Thompson’s pre-emptive lease 
No. 79-48, in the county of Arrawatta, approved on the 23rd May, 1879, has been reduced from 1,920 to 
460 acres ; and I am, at the satne time, to forward you, for public inspection, a tracing1 which shows 
approximately the position which the lease at present occupies.

The rent in excess consequent upon the reduction now made (for 1879) has been authorized 
ior refund; and, m order that you may enter full particulars in your register, the several amounts which 
form the sum to be returned have been clearly shown in the marginal schedule.

I have, &c.,
H. CURRY,

_____ _____________________(For Under Secretary).

Inverell, C.P, 
77-111,320 acred, 
3rd May, 1877.

Aroounte re
funded, £4 119. 
3d,; rent out o( 
which taken, 
1879; date when 
credited at the 
Treasury, 3rd 
April, 1879.

No. 123.



Inrerell, C.P. 
79-48, 4U0 
23 May, 1879.

77-111, notified 
27 November,
ISTJj district of
Warialda, now 
Invcrell.

7943, notified 
23 May, 1879, 
district 
Warialda, now 
Invcrell,
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No. 123,
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Under Secretary for Li nance and Trade.

licvcnue refunded.
Sir, Lands Department, Sydney, 27 April, 18S2,

I am directed to request that you will he good enough to refund to Mr. J. J. Thompson, of 
Inverell, the sum of £4 11s. 3d., credited at the Treasury on the 3rd April, 1879, being the rent over-paid 
on the pre-emptive lease particularized in the margin, for 1879, The lease has been reduced from J,920 
to 460 acres. I have, &c..

H. OL’REY,
{Fro Under Secretary.)

No. 124
The Undei* Secretary for Lands to Messrs. E. S. Wyndham and P. P. Wright.
Gentlemen, Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.

With reference to pre-emptive lease hfo. 79-100 of 258 acres, in the county of Arrawatta, 
parish of Bukkulla, in the name of E. S. Wyndham and P. P. Wright, I am directed to inform you that 
a tracing showing the approximate position of the lease has this day been forwarded to the Crown Lands 
Agent. I have, &c.,

H. CUBBY,
(Dor Under Secretary.)

No. 125.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
"With reference to pre-emptive lease No. 79-100 of 258 acres, in the county of Arrawatta, 

standing in the name of E. S. "Wyndham and P. P. Wright, I am directed to transmit to you a tracing 
showing the approximate position of the lease. I have, &c.,

H. CUBBY,
(For Under Secretary.)

No. 126.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. E. W. Wright.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
I am directed to inform you that the area of your pre-emptive lease, specified in the margin, 

was, by notice in the Government Gazette of the 10th March last, reduced from 429 to 820 acres ; that 
a tracing showing approximately the present boundaries of the lease has been forwarded for public 
inspection to the Local Crown Lands Agents ; and that the Under Secretary for Finance and Trade (to 
whom any communication respecting the money should be addressed) has been requested to refund you 
the sum of 7s. 7d., being the amount of rent and fine in excess (consequent upon the reduction in area 
that has been made) for the year 1882.

lam to explain that the action lias been taken as the Secretary for Lands lias decided that, having 
regard to the description in your application, you are entitled to only so much land as is included in lines 
running east of the portions in virtue of which the lease was granted to travelling stock reserve No. 337, 
notified 31st July, 1874. The effect of this decision has been to reduce the area of Mr. J. J. Thompson’s 
lease 79-48 from 1,920 to 460 acres. As your lease, as now charted, severs a large part of the land which 
Mr. Thompson desired to hold from that to which he has been limited, I have to add that, owing to tho 
boundaries of the "Warialda District having been altered since the date of your application, your lease is 
now situated in the district of Inverell, and that any future payments should be made to the Crown Lands 
Agent at that place. 1 have, <&c.,

CHARLES OLIVER,
Under Secretary.

No. 127.
Tho Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. Thompson.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 27 April, 1882.
I hare the honor to inform you that the cancellation of yonr pre-emptive lease, specified in 

the margin, has been reversed, and the area represented by it reduced from 1,920 to 460 acres. This latter 
action has been taken in view of a claim made by Mr, F. W. AVright, on the 19th June, 1877 (prior to 
the advancement of any recognised claim of yours), to apre-lease which was granted on the27th November, 
1877, as 77-111, and which the Secretary for Lands has decided shall occupy an area of 320 acres, starting 
from the eastern boundaries of portions Nos, 79 and 80, in the parish of Bukkulla, county of Arrawatta, 
and extending east to travelling stock reserve 337, notified 31st July, 1874. The lease has been located 
in this position as it was described to adjoin the eastern boundaries of the portions mentioned, and the 
effect of it has been to sever a largo part of the land you desire to lease from that to which you have been 
limited. The Under Secretary for Finance and Trade has been requested to refund you the sum of 
£18 5s., being the amount of rent paid in excess consequent upon the reduction in area which has now been 
made.

I have to add that, owing to boundaries of the Warialda District having been altered since the date 
of your application, your lease is now situated in the district of Invcrell, and that all future payments 
should be made to the Land Agent at that place.

A tracing showing, approximately, the boundaries of your lease has been forwarded to the Land 
Agent at Inverell. . I have, etc.,

CHARLES OLIVER,
Under Secretary.

No. 128,



Mr. J. J. Thompson to The Secretary for Lands.
Sir, Eaetholm, Bukkulla, 5 May, 1882.

I am informed that my late agent. Mr. H. J. "Withers, states in his letter that X ask for £600 
compensation. I beg to correct this statement. I simply requested Withers to try and get compensation 
for my loss, and J could not estimate my loss, as I never got any copy of the law costs ; and Mr. Withers 
asked for £600 under the impression that it was hopeless to try to get compensation for the sheep I lost, 
and decrease of wool, &c., &c. J intend to appeal to Parliament for full compensation.

I have,
J. J. THOMPSON.

Sir,—1 beg to ask you to have my letters put with the papers concerning my case.—J.T.

No. 128.

No. 129.
Mr. C. Macdonald to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Breeza, 7 May, 1882.
I received yours of the 28th April, and forwarded it to Thompson. You state that Thompson’s 

pre-lease has been reduced “in view of claim made by .Frederick Wentworth Wright.” You are aware 
that Percy Wright tendered the application, hut perhaps you have not noticed who Mr. Ernest Smith 
claimed it for. If you look I think you will find ho has been urging the claims of his “ Clients,” and that 
these clients were the lessees, Messrs. Wyndham and Wright. As I have no notes, I trust to memory for 
this quotation. 1 have a letter in my possession from Mr. Ernest Smith in which he states, “ I am acting 
for and representing Messrs. Wynaham aud Wright especially in connection with the pre-emptive lease right 
with which Thompson endeavoured to interfere ; the matter, however, has now been definitely settled by the 
present Minister giving my clients a large portion, though not all, of the land to which they are entitled. 
You know Thompson did not object to them getting it, as there was plenty of land to satisfy both claims.”

How could If W. Wright claim a pre-lease hy an agent who “ acted for and represented Wyndham 
& Wright,” the lessees of the run. If you have any doubt that I. have the letter alluded to, just let me 
know, and I will satisfy you that I have the letter alluded tojust let me know, and I will satisfy you that 
1 have the letter, and that it is genuine.

A part of Thompson’s pre-lease was granted hy John G-raham, on the loth July, 1879, and the applica
tion for it (with two signatures pasted on it) was tendered on the 29th May, 1879. This was an illegal 
document, and should not have been received by the Land Agent.

I submit that hy recognizing applications not personally made you have no guarantee that the parties 
ever saw them. I hope you will look over the papers to sec if anyone else, besides Thompson or F. W. 
Wright, claimed 77-111, or if anyone else urged to have it reduced to 320 acres when the whole was 
there and the description did not require it. I have, Ac.,

COLIN MACDONALD.

No. 130.
Mr. C. Macdonald to The Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Breeza, 16 June, 1882.
The lessees of Karoola Bun have served Mr. J. J. Thompson with a notice of an action to be 

brought against him in the Supreme Court. The following is copied verbatim:—
“ Sir, Karoola, 31 May, 1882,

We hereby give you notice, that unless you at once give up making a roadway through our fence, 
and abandon all claim to any land within the same, we intend to bring an action against you in the 
Supreme Court, for trespass, with a view to recover possession of the 640 acres on our run of which you 
arc iu occupation illegally by virtue of your conditional purchase made in 1879.”

This is part of the letter, and they stale they can prove there was £40 improvements on tho 
conditional purchase when taken. The laud Thompson is asked to abandon all claim to is tho 460-acre 
pre-lease lately gazetted to him. The roadway he is asked to give up is his own road, passing through 
his own pre-lease. The fence is one that includes the laud pre-leased to Thompson and his road. It is 
impossible for Thompson to get on the main road without cutting the fence or trespassing. Thompson 
does not intend to give up his4G0-acre pre-lease to the lessees of the run unless it is taken from him, the 
same as his 1,920-acre pre-lease was. Thompson’s 64D acres now contain over £320 worth improvements. 
1 respectfully beg to say that, under clause 5, Crown Lands Alienation Act, you have power to prevent a 
pastoral tenant from getting possession of land that contains improvements which belong to another 
person, aud that by going through the form of cancelling the lease of the said land, in the Gazette, before 
the action is entered, you could probably stop the action, if you wish to do so. The letter before 
mentioned, from lessees, states that, the land pre-lcased to F. W. Wright is “ our land.” I have 
already pointed out that no one but the lessees made a claim to a pre-lease that would interfere with 
Thompson’s. Herewith I send a rough but tolerably correct sketch of the pre-leases and the fence; the 
fence is marked blue, You will see that Thompson is surrounded by the river in front, and completely 
fenced in and no opening left at the back. I have. &c.,

COLIN MACDONALD.
P.S.—Thompson will make no reply whatever to the letter from the lessees. If you decide to 

cancel the lease of Thompson’s 640-acre selection before the action is commenced, the lessees will have no 
lease by which they could rob Thompson of his land and improvements. The Attorney-General can 
advise you whether the cancellation after proceedings were commenced would be good in law. I need 
not enter into any details to show that the lessees have selected land in their names which contained 
much more than £1 per acre improvements at the date of selection, or that they had land selected in the 
Inverell Office and deprived Thompson of his selection and pre-lease for selecting there. Some light will 
be thrown upon this at an early date. Thompson will not send the original letter for your perusal, as it 
may bo required as documentary evidence in the Supreme Court, if the action is commenced. The par
ticulars of this case have been brought under the notice of tho Department so often that I need not 
repeat them.—C. McD. -------- Minnies
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Minutes on No. 130.
Mr. Burt,—Has not Thompson access to the main road by a road running along the south 

boundary of portion No. 45 and the eastern boundary of that portion and portion No. 105 ?—H.C. 
30/6/82. Yes.—J.B., 30/6/82.

"Will the Under Secretary for Mines he good enough to state who are the lessees of the Karoola 
Bun.—H.C.,/?ro Under Secretary, Lands Department, B.C., 30/6/82. Will the Chief Officer please 
supply the information required at his earliest convenience?—11.W., Under Secretary, B.C., 30/6/82.

Karoola North and Karoola South Buns, New England District, Edward Sandford Wyndham and 
Percy Philip Wright, lessees.—-T. D., for the Chief Officer, 30/6/82.

Both parties may be communicated with, and the existence of the road pointed out. The case 
maybe referred to the Conditional Sales Branch as to the C.P., and returned to Ministerial Branch for 
action.—H.C., 30/6/82.

Inform, and add that the request to have the land embraced in the conditional purchase withdrawn 
from lease is receiving consideration.—C.O., 3/7/82. The withdrawal from lease of land embraced in 
Thompson’s conditional purchase would perhaps be advisable.—C.O., 10/7/82. Let it he done.— 
John B.
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No. 131.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. C. Macdonald.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 3 July, 1882.
Having reference to yonr letter of the 16th ultimo, in which you, on behalf of Mr. J. J. 

Thompson, complain that lie has been threatened with legal proceedings by Messrs. Wyndham and Wright, 
on account of his having made a roadway through a fence erected by them with a view to gaining access 
to the road apparently situated within travelling stock reserve 337, in the county of Arrawatta, and com
plaining that the boundaries of his pre-emptivo lease 79/48, in the district of Warialda. are so situated 
as to compel him to take such a course, 1 have the honor to state that, in the absence of full and authentic 
information in regard to the matter, the position of your client in relation to Messrs. Wyndham and 
Wright cannot he understood; hut T may point out that Mr. Thompson can, it seems, have access to the 
road referred to by the road which skirts the south boundary of portion 45, and extends along the east 
boundary of that portion and portion 105, in the parish of Bukkulla, towards the travelling stock reserve 
previously mentioned. I may mention that existence of this road has been pointed out to Messrs. 
Wyndham and Wright. I have, &c.,

CHABLES OLIVEB,
Under Secretary.

P-S.—Your request to have Mr. Thompson’s conditional purchase withdrawn from lease is receiving 
consideration.

No. 132.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Messrs. Wyndham and Wright.

Gentlemen. _ Department of Lands, Sydney, 3 July, 1882.
I have the honor to inform you that a communication has been made to this Department, on 

behalf of Mr. J. J. Thompson, the holder of pre-emptive lease 79/48 of 460 acres, in the distinct of 
Warialda, to the effect that you have threatened him with legal proceedings on account of his having, 
according to your representation, made a roadway through your fence with the object of gaining access 
to the road situated apparently in travelling stock reserve 337, in tho county of Arrawatta, and to point 
out that while this Department is perhaps not aware of the state of the case, so far as your position in 
relation to Mr. Thompson is concerned, a road exists which skirts the soutli boundary of portion 45 and 
the eastern boundary of that portion and portion 105, in the parish of Bukkulla, and which affords Mr. 
Thompson access from his lease to the travelling stock reserve m question.

I have, &c.,
CHABLES OLIVER,

_____ _________________ Under Secretary.

No. 133. .
Minute-paper for Executive Council.

- Becommending reserve from lease.
Department of Lands, Sydney, 10 July, 1882.

It is recommended to His Excellency the 0 overnor and the Executive that the within-defined area of 640 
acres, in the county of Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla, be withdrawn from lease, under the 5th section of 
the Crown Lands Occupation Act of 1863. JOHN BOBEBTSON.

The Executive Council advise the land herein described be withdrawn from lease, in terms of the 
57th section of the Crown Lands Occupation Act of 1861.—Alex. C. Budge, Clerk of the Council. 

Ministerial, 87/33, 18/7/82. Confirmed, 25/7/82. Approved.—A.L., 18/7/82.

Minutes on No. 133.
Charted plans noted, Ac.—A.B., 20th August, /82. Examined.—G.B., 10th" August, /82,

Noted.—J.B., 17th August, /82. Mr. Curry.

No. 134.
■ The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Warialda.

Sir, _ t _ Department of Lands, Sydney, 31 Jnly, 3882.
I am directed to invite your attention to a notice published in this day’s Government Gazette 

of the reservation from lease of 640 acres, in the county of Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla, and to impress 
upon yon the necessity of taking every precaution to prevent the land, or any portion of it, being condi
tionally purchased, ‘ Should
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Should an applicant insist on his application being received, you must caution him in terms of 
paragraph 39 of the Instructions to Crown Lands Agents.

A tracing showing the reserve will be forwarded with as little delay as possible, and on receipt it 
must be charted, as directed by paragraph 148 of the Instructions before referred to.

I have, &c.,
F. H. WILSON,

____________________________ (For the Under Secretary).

No. 135.
Memorandum.

Surveyor-General’s Office, Reserves Branch.
Ihe attention of the Lease Branch, Survey Office, is directed to reserve from lease No. 180, New England 
District, county of Arrawatta, parish of Bubkulla, gazetted on the 31st July, 1882, a description of which 
is enclosed for their information. Q-. LEWIS, pro G.B.,

Mr. Burt, Lease Branch. ’ 10 August, 1882.

[Enclosure to No. 135,]
Gazette Notice.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 31 July, 1882.
. Reserve froin Lease.

It is hereby notiBed, for general information, that Hie Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, 
has been pleased to withdraw from lease the portion of land hereinafter described. JOHN ROBERTSON. .

New England District.
No. 18G. County of Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla, portions Nos. 83 and 82, area about 640 acres. The Crown Lands within 
the tollowang boundaries : Commencing on the eastern side of the MTntyre River, at the north-west corner of portionNo. 83 j 
ana bounded thence on the north by the north boundary of that portion east to its north-east comer j thence by the east 
boundary of that portion and of portion No. 32 hearing soutli to tho aforesaid river ; and thence by that river westerly and 
northerly, to the point of commencement.

No. 136.
Memorandum by Surveyor-General.

A lithograph is enclosed showing reserve No. 186 from lease, notified 31st July, 1882, county of 
Arrawatta, parish of Bukkulla. for the information of the Crown Lands Agent at Inverell

G. LEWIS,
(For the Surveyor-General).

Minute on above.
The Under Secretary for Lands, B.C., 10 August, 1882. Dealt with in Reserve Brandi, 
informing the Land Agent, the papers should be forwarded to Mr. Burt, Lease Branch.

After

No. 137.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Lands Agent, Inverell.

®’r’ t j - j - - Department of Lands, Sydney, 12 August, 1882.
• i am. ^lrec^e^ to transmit herewith, for your information, a. description, with tracing, showing 

certain land m tno county of Arrawatta which, by notice in the Government Gazette of the 31st ultimo 
has been reserved from lease, under the 5th section of the. Crown Lands Occupation Act.

1 have, &c.,
F. H. WILSON,

____________________________ (For the Under Secretary).

_ No. 138.
Mr. Colin Macdonald to The Chief Commissioner.

, Breeza, 31 August, 1882.
may Pomt out that no reply has been received from the Department to my request that a 

copy of Ihompson s costs should be sent to me, I respectfully beg to inform you that this document was 
placed m the Lands Department without Thompson’s sanction and unknown to him, and I consider this 
document to be Thompson's property. It is intended to submit his case to Parliament, and the costs are 
essential in preparing an estimate of his loss. After the action, Thompson applied to his lawyer, Mr. 
Hindmarsh (who was agent for Leader and Forster, who conducted the case), for tho copy of taxed costs, 
and it appears the copy of taxed costs was placed in the Lands Department instead of sending them to 
Ihompson, as he requested. I have written to you for a copy and got no reply.

I went to Sydney, and spent nearly a fortnight, to sec and copy the papers connected with this case 
and was prevented from completing this. '

All that is asked for is the total amount of the plaintiff’s costs, also the total of defendant’s costs, 
and the total amount of each witness’s costs separately, and the total amount of the plaintiff, defendant 
and witnesses’ costs added together. ‘

The witnesses costs are required separately, as Thompson and his son. are unpaid witnesses.
. Under the circumstances, I respectfully submit that you should send the costs at once. Parliament 
is now m session, and you have been written to for costs long ago. If this is not attended to promptly I 
will probably have to take another trip to Sydney to see about it. You must admit that this would bean 
injustice, especially when you are informed that this document was placed in the Department contrary to 
I hompson e instructions, and also without bis knowledge, sanction, or authority.

_By withholding this copy you are delaying the final decision of the case, and after more than three 
years it should be delayed no longer.

Five minutes would be ample time to write the copy asked for.
Yours, &c.,

COLIN MACDONALD.
No. 139.
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* Iso. 130.
Mr. Colin Macdonald to The Older Commissioner.

Sir, Breeza. 31 August. 1SS2.
The declaration I sent in was mado under clause 30, chapter 2, of Crown Lands Boguialions. 

This clause provides for inquiry into any breach of the conditions. Under clause 25, Lauds Amendment 
Act, tho inquiries are confined to breaches of the conditions as to residence and improvements. Of course 
you are aware that both these clauses are “ valid law.” Any inquiry about my declaration under clause 
25 would be useless. The declaration I allude to is the one concerning the conditional purchase origi
nally selected by John Asimus, parish of Bukkulla. As E. S. "Wyndham has now selected a part of 
Thompson’s pre-lease by virtue of this conditional purchase, Wyndhain’s title to the original and addi
tional will probably have to bo tested in tho Supreme Court. In the meantime the £101 paid iu may lie 
in the Department for an indefinite period, owing to the difficulty before mentioned.

1 have, Ac.,
COLIN MACDONALD.

No. 140.
Messrs. Hindmarsli & Maync to The Colonial Treasurer.

Dear Sir, Inverell, 20 September, 1S82.
At the request of Mr. John Jackson Thompson, wc enclose herein Bank-draft for the sum of 

£0, in payment of rent for 1883 of his pre-lease of 1,020 acres, county of Arrawatta. parish of Bukkulla.
Please forward receipt to us. t have, &c..

JLINDMABSII & MAYNE,_ _
--------  Solicitors.

Minnies on No. 140.
Mr. Currv,—Particulars of the lease should perhaps be asked-—C.1I.Q-,, 4/10/82. Yes.—H.C.,

4/10/82, '' ____________________________

No. 141.
Mr. Colin Macdonald to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Breeza, October, 1882.
There is a statement in the papers in Thompson's case that he asks £600 as compensation. 

This statement is uufounded : Thompson never asked for any particular sum. He simply asks compen
sation for his loss, and that is all he ever did ask. The statement was made hy Withers, as he thought 
it useless to try and get full compensation. As the statement made by the Inverell Land Agent is dis
tinctly contradicted by Eoss, I need not say more abont it, except that there is, or ought to be, unques
tionable evidence in the Lands Office to prove that the agent did not adhere to the boundary of11 luverell 
District.” Yours, &c.,

--------  COLIN MACDONALD.
Minute on above.

By tho Under Secretary for Lands:—Ecgistcr.—C.O., 3/10/S2.

[Enclosure io No. Ill-]
Mr. Thompsons claim for compensation.

This ease is printed for the following reasons:—1st, Because the Minister for Lands opposes or tries to reduce these 
claims, not because tlicy arc unjust, but because he considers himself duty bound to defend his Department, ami protect 
the Treasury. 2nd. By putting the case (which is a very long one) in this form, honorable members will have an oppor
tunity of forming an opinion on the merits of the case, and the Minister will have an opportunity of refuting the statement 
that that Department caused this loss, and of opposing any item in the claim which he may deem unjust. It must be 
distinctly understood that the above does not refer to auy particular Minister for Lands.

In 1877 Mr. J. J. Thompson selected G40 acres in the parish of Bukkulla, and applied for and was granted a pre-lease of 
1,920 acres by virtue of this selection. In 1879 a Supreme Court nctionfor trespass was brought against Thompson (by the lessees 
of tho run) for using this selection and pre-lease. Thompson lost the action through mistakes of the Lands Department, and 
had to pay £2 damages and costs. In 1877 this land was gazetted as being in the county of Arrawatta, Inverell, and shown 
on some of the Government maps as being in the “ Warialda District,” and on others as being in the “ Inverell District”; 
and in 1SS2 this land was gazetted as being “ New England District." Thompson’s selection and pre-lease were cancelled 
on the ground that it was not applied for in the Warialda office, and only available for conditional purchase when applied 
for there. In 1879 Thompson selected the same land in the Warialda office, and applied for and was granted a pre-lease 
of 1,920 acres, and this pre-lease was afterwards cancelled. From 1877 np to the present about half a dozen different 
decisions (affecting the whole or part of Thompson’s pre-lease) have been arrived at by the Department, and then reversed. 
There are, or were, official documents in the Lands Department in which it was officially admitted that Thompson's loss 
was caused by the Department, and there should be ample aud unquestionable evidence in the Department now to prove 
that his loss was so caused. When Thompson selected at Invcrell in 1877 he was guided by the Government Gazette and 
the previous practice of the Department. Although the Department have refused, and still refuse, to recognise Thompson’s 
claim to the selection he took at Inverell, yet they have recognised, and do recognise, selections held by the lessees of the run, 
which are taken in the wrong district if Thompson’s was. The lessees of the run took possession of Thompson’s pre-lease 
a few weeeks after it was granted to him in 1877, and they have kept possession of it ever since. Thompson was deprived 
of the use of his pre-lease, and tins was owing to the mistakes of the Department. Thompson’s loss for want of the use of 
the pre-lease, as shown by his books and accounts, is as follows:—

,C s.
In March, 1878, Thompson bad about 2,036 sheep, net proceeds of wool 
March, 1879, about 3,424 sheep, net proceeds of wool ...
Loss through starving the sheep on half their run..............
Match, 1880, about 1,840 sheep, net proceeds of wool ...
Loss in decrease of wool as compared with proceeds for 1878 
March, 1881, about 1,500 sheep, net proceeds of wool . .
Loss in decrease of wool as compared with proceeds for 1878 
March, 1882, about 1,450 sheep, net proceeds of wool ...
Loss in decrease of wool as compared with proceeds for 1878 

If Thompson had had the use of his pre-lease between the years IS77 and 1882 the increased returns for wool would 
have amounted to more than £200. In 1877 Thompson s average increase of lambs was more than 800 annually, and he 
killed about 150 annually for home use, and he only sold 300 between 3877 aud 1882, so that in those years he should have
had an increase of more than 2,700, and the actual decrease added to tills makes a total loss of----------- an increase of
3,186 sheep, which, at 5s. per head, amounts to £821 10s. The

d.
324 11 11 
250 G 9 

G5 5 2 
290 5 9 
28 6 2 

153 18 11 
165 13 0 
207 15 8 
110 16 3
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The Lands Department has been changing its decisions about Thompson's pre-lease from time to time, and he kept 
his sheep in hopes that justice would be done to him, and that he would get his pre-lease, and lost a great many sheep in 
consequence. In 1880 he had to kill more than 600 lambs to save the ewes. In consequence of the mistakes of the 
Department, Thompson had to employ a land agent (Mr, H. J. Withers) in 1877, and paid him about £25. Mr. Withers 
attended to the case until 18S2, and if any compensation is obtained Mr, Withers is to get a further sum of £55. The 
loss which Thompson incurred in legal damages and witnesses’ expenses (including his own and his son’s) amounts to £466 
Is, lid. This case cattsed a great deal of trouble and some expense to Thompson and a private unpaid agent for the last 
three years, and for this they ask nil. '

For loss through having to use an enormous number of postage stamps (about £5). For loss of the pre-lease in future 
if Thompson fails to establish his claim to it, nil. Mr, Thompson’s son gave up his selection to be sold in order to help his 
father to bear the loss incurred by the Supreme Court action, and he also contributed money for the same purpose. In 
May, 1832, the lessees of the run threatened to bring a Supreme Court action against Thompson with a view of taking his 
selection from him, on the ground that it was improved when he last selected it. Thompson then sold all his other selec
tions and all his sheep in order to be prepared to defend his rights. Thompson has a large family (15), and supported them 
by agriculture and sheep-farming combined, and his 640-acre selection is too small to support his family without the pre
lease. His pre-lease consists of medium and inferior land, and therefore valuable to him, as he is not likely to be deprived of 
it by hema fide or other selectors.

As Thompson’s sheep were attended to by his own family, the use of his pro-lease would involve little or no extra 
expense. Mr. Thompson appealed to the Lands Department for justice, and was officially informed that they were his 
opponents ; and lie now appeals to Parliament, and hopes to get justice, as Honorable Members are disinterested, and can 
therefore deal impartially with the case. Will bring the case before the House, and move that it he placed on the Estimates 
to compensate Mr. Thompson for his loss,

No. 142.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. J. J. Thompson.

Memorandum.
Department of Lands, Sydney, 4 October, 1882.

With reference to the sum of £6 forwarded by you to the Treasury on the 20th September last for lease 
rent, I am directed to inform you that it is absolutely necessary that you should forward to this Depart
ment, without delay, full particulars of your lease, namely,—abstract numbers, area, name of Local Land 
Office, and date of approval, which, if not in your possession, can be obtained from the Land Agent of the 
district. H. CURRY,

(For Under Secretary for Lands).
Name of lessee, J. J. Thompson ; area, 1,920 acres ; abstract number, 179-49: date of approval, 

25 May, 1879, and in 1877 ; district, try the Land Agent.
COLIN MACDONALD,

(Pro J. J. Thojipsof).

No. 143.
Mr. C. Macdonald to The Under Secretary for Lands.

S'1') ... Breeza, October, 1882.
_ On the papers in this case it is said that “ Thompson asks for £600.” This is not correct. 

Mr. Withers asked for that sum, believing that compensation for the whole loss would not be allowed. 
Thompson has not yet asked for any particular sum. I have, &c.,

COLIN MACDONALD.

No. 144.
Mr. C. Macdonald to The Under Secretary for Lands,

Sydney, 6 October, 1882.
T. respectfully submit that Thompson’s selection never has been cancelled. A conditional 

purchase can only be cancelled for a breach of the conditions. There has been no breach. The selection 
was taken in the right office. I intended to have inserted nil for loss of the pre-lease if Thompson failed 
to establish his claim to it. But although I insert nothing for my own time, I will not omit the other 
item. If there is any doubt about Thompson having a case against the lessees that would secure the 
future issue of the pre-lease to him, please to consider this, and see me on Monday or Tuesday.

I have, &e.,
COLIN MACDONALD.

No. 145.
Mr. C. Macdonald to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Sydney, 9 October, 1882,-
Will you please to let me know what grounds there were for gazetting the selection of Mr. 

J. J. Thompson as being cancelled?
This selection was taken in 1877, and situated in the parish of Bukkulla.
If this selection is illegal, please to point out why it is so.

I have, &c.,
--------  COLIN MACDONALD.

Minutes on No. 145.
By Under Secretary for Lands Urgent—C.O., 9/10/82. Mr. Macdonald may perhaps be 

informed that Thompson’s conditional purchase was declared void as being in the Warialda District,' 
whereas Thompson’s application was made to the Inverell Crown Lands Agent.—S.F., 16/10/82. By 
Under Secretary for Lands:—Inform.—C.O., 17/10/82.

730—0 No. 146.
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Ko. 1-1G.
Mr. C. Macdonald to The Under Secretary for Lands.

g}r ' Sydney. October, 1SS2.
The Government have power to put the couditional purchases and pre-lease of J. 3. Thompson 

beyond dispute. The point about the proper district probably applies to more than a thousand selectors. 
A validation Bill would[deeide this. , . . ,

If Thompson’s pre-lease is given to "Wyndham and Wright, Mr. Proctor is instructed to insert the 
item for future loss. The pre-lease is worth quite as much to Thompson as the conditional purchase.

I have, &c.,
_____  COLIN MACDONALD.

Jlfirutfes or. above. _
Mr. Burt,—Please quote the number of the lease referred to, also name of the district. J.Tt.S., 

19/10/82. 4S-Y9 district of Inverell,—-LB., 23/10/82. Mr. Curry,

" 50

No. 147.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. C. Macdonald.

gjr Department of Lands, Sydney, 20 October, 1882.
’ ln reply to your letter of the 9th instant, ashing on what grounds the selection of J. J. 

Thompson, taken up in 1877, and situated in the parish of Bukkulla, was cancelled. I have the honor to 
inform you that the conditional purchase iu question was declared void as being in the \\ ariaiua Land 
District, whereas Thompson’s application was made to the Inverell Crown Lands Agent.

J. have, &c.,
CHABLES OLIVEB,

Under Secretary.

No. 148.
Mr. C. Macdonald to Tho Under Secretary for Lands.

gjr Breeza, 2G October, 1882.
’ ’ You stopped Wyndham and Wright from taking Thompson’s conditional purchase in Bukkulhi,

by reserving it under clause 5, Crown Lands Alienation Act; you can also stop them from taking bis 
acre pre-lease in tbe same way, by withdrawing the 1,920 acres, not from lease, but from the Karoo a 
Run. There is a sheep-yard on the 1,920 acres belonging to Thompson (rids words improvements 
belonging to,” &e., Crown Lands Alienation Act, clause 5), and clause 5 provides for withdrawing land trom 
a run ; as well as for reserving land from lease. By doing this you will save the country from having to 
pay Thompson for the future use of his pre-lease, that is if he is to be paid for loss which the Department 
caused. This would enable him to nee his pre-lease safely, except E. W. Wright s 320-acre pre-lease, and 
I havb no doubt that Thompson will not think it worth while to trouble abont that part of his pre-lease 
if he is not robbed of the rest of it in a legal way. See the words “ withdrawn from any old run or run 
any lands,” clause 5, Crown Lands Alienation Act. Withdraw this land from the run only, and it will be 
still open to lease as a pre-lease already granted to J. J. Thompson.

I have, &c.,
r-n r tat at a mnw' A r.w

Sir,

No. 149.
Mr. 0. Macdonald io The Secretary for Lands.

Bree/.a, 31 October, 1882.
There are hundreds, perhaps thousands, of selections that are illegal, and iu danger from 

Supreme Court actions, owing to being taken in the wrong district, and this is because the Department did 
not and could not adhere to the districts. A special Bill of one clause is required to enact that no con
ditional purchase which has been or may he taken shall he held to be invalid on the ground that it was not 
applied for in the right office ; but any Crown Lands Agent may reject any application for a conditional 
purchase if the land applied for is not within his district. It would not be necessary to gazette the con
ditional purchases (as proposed in clause 23 of the new Bill), except in cases where two parties claim the 
land—one taken in the right office, and the other taken before m tbe wrong one ; if there are any such claims 
there is no occasion to delay this by making clause 23 a part of tbe new Bill. I asked one party to bring 
in a Bill of one clause to settle it, and he was willing, but could not do it without permission to bring it in. 
You do not require this, and there is no reason to defer it until the new Bill passes, or to prevent it trom 
passing if the new Bill does not. 1 MACD0NAL„.

will find thatP S —If you look over the papers about these pre-leases and the Karoola Run you will 
the widow’s pre-lease (Mrs. Walsh) and Thompson’s are offered for sale as secured land, kou will also 
find that F. W. Wright’s is a dummy pre-lease, and now offered for sale with run. if Mrs. W alsh is 
instructed to put improvements on the pre-lease (Gs. worth would do) it can be withdrawn from the run, 
under clause 5, Crown Lands Alienation Act, without n ithdrawing it from lease, and then could use it 
safelv. Thompson’s is improved,^ 1 1 _____ Coi-tx MACDoyAtn.

Minutes on above. _ _
The writer of the enclosed letter suggests that a special Bill be introduced, by the Government to 

legalize all conditional purchases that have been applied for at the wrong Land Office, or that may bo here
after so applied for. The remainder of the communication is not intelligible, and appears to refer prin
cipally to the case of J. ,T. Thompson’s application for compensation for losses incurred by him through Ins 
having been ejected from a conditional purchase taken up by him in the wrong district. 9 he lessees ot
the run sued him for trespass, and won the case on that point. E.IT.S. nn ir/nioo v/r

By the Under Secretary for LandsWhat arc these papers submitted tor r1—t.G., 7/11,82. -Ur.
Curry. S-T’.. 13/11/U2.
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[Enclosure A io JAo. 149.]
' Wednesday, Koyember 8.
Valuable Grazing Propcri.y in thn noted Inverell District.

Gkifeittis k. Weaver are instructed b,sr Mcsera. Wyndham k, Wright to sell by auction, at the Exchange, Sydney, at 
noon on above dale, this very choice grazing property, Karoola, situated in ihe Gwydir District, about 23 miles from Inverell. 
Ihe urea is about 23,000 acres, including a large extent of valuable river-flats, which arc secured by reserves and by' about
3,000 acres of freehold and conditional purchase lands. ^

The property is fenced and divided into eight cultivation and grazing paddocks, and is otherwise liighly' improved with 
good hend-station and outbuildings, stockyard, Ac,

The run has a long frontage to flic permanent water on both the llacintyrc River and Waterford Creek. To be sold with 
about 1,200 cattle a highly bred Hereford herd; about 2.000 sheep, including 030 lambing ewes, fifty horses, stores, plant,

This desirable run being for absolute sale to close accounts, inspection is particularly inrited.
Vor furtber particulars, apply to Griffiths k Weaver, Sydney. ‘

[Enclosure B to No. 149.]
Selectors threatened with Supreme Court actions if they do not give up their pre-leases.

In 1879 a Supreme Court action for trespass was brought by Messrs. Wyndham and Wright to evict a selector named 
Thompson from his selection and pre-lease. Thompson lost the action, and his selection and pre-lease were cancelled, because 
his land was^ taken up in the same office as selected land, which the plaintiffs and many others now hold without being 
cancelled. IS o selector could bring an action lo evict the plaintiff^. Thompson reselected the land in the so-called right 
office, and improved the land to the extent of 41320 (10s. per acre). The plaintiffs now want the land, and write as follows ;—- 
“ Mr. J. J. Thompson,

“ >-ir< . . Karoola, 31 May, 1882.
1 U e hereby give you notice (hot unless you at once give up making arondway through our fence, and abandon all claim 

to any land within the same, we intend to bring an action against you in the Supreme Court for trespass, with a view to 
recover jmssession of the 640 acres on our run, of which you are in occupation illegally, by virtue of your conditional purchase 
made in 1879.”

Thompson’s road passes through Ins own 4G0-aere pre-lease, which was recently gazetted. The plaintiffs bad fenced in 
a considerable part of this pre-lease and stopped the road completely. Thompson’s first pre-lease was 1,920 acres, and he was 
deprived of J he rest of it thus:—Percy Phillip Wright tendered what purported to be an application for a pre-lease by 
Prcderick W entworth Wright, and it was signed thus : ” Prederick Wentworth AVright, per Percy P. Wright.” *

The plaintiffs, P, P, Wright and li. S. AVyndham, occupied and held possession of the land, and F. AV. Wright was 
relieved of i he trouble of applying for or occupying it. Ho might bare been within 300 miles of the office when the applica
tion Wits made, but I don’t think so. Percy P. \A7right tendered what purported to bean application for a pre-lease (of tho 
land Ihompson is asked to “abandon all claim to") by John Graham, and signed thus :—11 John Graham per Percy P. Wright.”

T hese signatures wore posted on the application. The pre-lease was granted, and then cancelled, as Thompson’s second 
applieotion was made prior to it. Graham owned one dilapidated old horse, and brought no sheep or cattle on the run- The 
reason AVyndham and AVright giro for not bringing the action before is tbntthey had not ,fany desire to do so." They avoided 
tho risk and publicity of trying it. in tbe Court of Inquiry or the Supremo Court; and urged the Minister for Lands to 
cancel Thompson's conditional purchase a second time. They stale they can prove Thompson’s conditional purchase contained 
” over £40 worth of improvements ” when reselected. These improvements were his own. A selection held by the overseer of 
Karoola was forfeited, and contained a slab house, with sn iron roof, and some fencing and ringborking. The selection was 
unimproved by removing the house to Karoola heod-slalion. This was done hy one of AVyndham and Wrright’s servants, 
and the same person afterwards selected the land, and it is now transferred to Wyndham and Wright. Tbe action they are 
going to bring is to protect themselves from further encroachments. Pre-leases which arc applied for and used by AVyndham 
and Wright do not encroach on the run, even if they are in other people’s names. A widow had just lost her husband, and 
nearly lost her selection for want of means lo improve it, and she then had a visit from AVyndham, and an offer to forbear 
from evicting her, “like Thompson/’ if sho would give up her pre-lease. She has not urged her claim to it since. Her 
selection was token in the wrong office, if Thompson’s and AVyndham and Wright's were. Her sclcclion is about 4-00 acres, and 
tbo pro-lcnso would ‘'encroach " about 1,200 acres. A short time ago I saw the widow’s deposit receipt for the prc-lcasc, but 
sho dare not urge any claim to it. COLIN MACDONALD,

' Drccza.

No. 150.
. Declaration by ilr. J, Graham.

I, John GitAHAit, of Bukkulla, in the Colony of New South Wales, do hereby solemnly and sincerelv 
declare ns follows :—I am informed that a document has been sent in to the Lands Department whiefi 
purports to bo an application for a pre-lease, and that a signature which purports to be mine is pasted on 
lo it. ]. am ttlso informed that Percy Phillip Wright tendered this document. 1 did not apply for a pre
lease, nor did I authorize Percy Phillip AVright, of Karoola, or anyone else, to attach my signature to an 
application for a pre-lease. 1 am informed that the alleged application was made on the 29th of May, 
1 b79 ; and 1 was not aware that any such application was sent until 1 heard of it in 18S2. And I make 
this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true, and in virtue of the provisions of 
an Act made and passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for 
the more effectual abolition of oaths and affirmations taken and made iu various departments of the 
Government of New South AVales and to substitute declarations in lieu thereof and for the suppression 
of voluntary and extra-judicial oaths and affidavits.” JOHN GBAHAM.
Made aud signed before me. at Invcrell, this 18th 1 

day of November, 1882,— j
IT. Mux no, J.P.

_ Minute on No. 150.
The Under Secretary, Department for Lands.—AV.W.S-, B.C., 2/1/83. .

No. 151.
Declaration by John Graham. -'

I, Jons Ghauam, of Bukkulla, in the Colony of New South AVales, do solemnly and sincerely declare as 
follows:—That I am informed that a-document has been sentto the Lands Department (dated the 15th of 
July, 1880) which purports to be a transfer of my selection to Edward Sandford Wyndham, of Karoola.
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I did not sell or transfer my selection to Mr. Wyndham, nor was I aware that any such transfer was sent 
in until X heard of it in 1882. I sold and transferred my selection to Mr. J. J. Thompson in 1882, but I 
never sold or transferred it to anyone else. And I mate this solemn declaration conscientiously believing 
the same to be true, and by virtue of the provisions of an Act made and passed in the ninth year of the 
reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual abolition of oaths and affirmations 
taken and made in various departments of the G-overmnent of New South Wales and to substitute declara
tions in lieu thereof and for the suppression of voluntary and extra-judicial oaths and affidavits.”
Made and signed before me, at inverell, this | JOHN O-RAHAM,

13th day of November, 1882,— J
" H. Mukbo, J.P.

52

No. 162.
Declaration by Colin Macdonald.

I, Conry Macdoxald, of Breeza, in the Colony of New South Wales, do solemnly and sincerely declare 
as follows:—That I examined a document in the Lands Office dated the 29th of May, 1879, which purports 
to he an application for a pre-lease (in the parish of Bukkulla) by Percy Philip Wright, of Karoola, as 
agent for John Graham, also of Karoola. John Graham’s name was pasted on the document. X procured 
an authentic signature of Graham’s to compare with the pasted one, and I also compared several other 
genuine signatures of Graham’s, and I am satisfied that John Graham never did or could write his name 
as clearly or in such a steady and regular hand as the pasted signature. It also appeared to me that John 
Graham’s name and Percy Philip Wright’s (on that document) were both written alike. And I make 
this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to he true, and in virtue of the provisions of an 
'Act made and passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, “An Act for the 
more effectual abolition of oaths and affirmations taken and made in various departments of the Govern
ment of New' South Wales and to substitute declarations in lieu thereof and for the suppression of 
voluntary and extra-judicial oaths and affidavits.’
Made and signed before me, at Sydney, this ) OOLIN MACDONALD.

. 18th day of November, 1882,— )
W. Pbasee Mahtix, J.P.

Minutes on No. 152.
As the lease (79-20) to which reference is made in statutory declaration has been cancelled the 

matter, so far as that lease is concerned, scarcely deserves comment, hut the Attorney-General may 
perhaps be desirous of again seeing the declaration and communicating with Mr. Macdonald. Mr. 
Macdonald may be asked whether the £6 paid into Suspense on the 25th September last is not intended 
for lease 79—18. There is no doubt of this, but as he is solicitous to criticise any action taken, he may as 
wTell be asked the question. Before reference to the Attorney-General the declaration referring to a 
conditional purchase transfer will require some action apparently. After action in this Branch the papers 
(which have been separated from a Gunnedah case in which Macdonald is interested) may be forwarded 
to the Conditional Sales Branch for necessary action in the various conditional purchase matters involved 
and papers carried on.—H.C., 30/3/83.

By the Under Secretary:—Yes.—C.O., 31/3/83.

No. 163.
Mr. C. Macdonald to The Chief Commissioner for Conditional Sales.

Sir, Breeza, 22 December, 1882.
I respectfully submit that the Government should appeal to the Privy Council, and submit 

the following points:— _
1st. That all selections taken up under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861 are taken on 

condition that the conditions of the Act are to be complied with to the satisfaction of the Minister, and 
therefore the Supreme Court has no jurisdiction, and cannot decide whether the conditions are or arc not 
complied with (vide the 18th section of the Act).

2nd, That all selectors who took up laud under the amended Acta of 1875 and 1880 did so on con
ditions that any dispute or question concerning their claim to a ‘ grant’ shall be referred to a Com
missioner who has been appointed, and therefore their claim to a grant cannot be referred to the Supreme 
Court, and therefore the Supreme Court has no jurisdiction in these cases (vide the 25th clause of the 
Act of 1875). ' , .

I have submitted the second point to a lawyer, and he holds that the point is a sound one, assuming 
that it is Thompson who was entitled under the Act to have his claim submitted to the Commissioner. 
Thompson maintained (and does so still) that he was conditional purchaser, and Wyndham and Wright 
affirmed that he was not. The u onus probandi" lays with the party wrho affirms, and Thompson was, 
and entitled to be, considered a “conditional purchaser” until Wyndham and Wright prove that he is 
not; and they must do that in the Court provided by the Act for the purpose, viz., the Court of Inquiry, 
therefore the Supreme Court had no jurisdiction.

If you think I am right, and think advisable to defend and appeal to the Privy Council and make a 
thst ease of it, as in the case Pearson v. Stevens, I will be very glad; and if the case is reversed, then 
Thompson’s claim against the Government will be reduced in tbe item of costs. I will try and bring the 
case before the House as soon as possible. The case was suppressed for the last two years. The petition 
never wa? presented. I have, Ac.,

* ' . dOLIN MACDONALD.

No. 154.
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No. 154.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. 0. Macdonald.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 31 March, 1883.
I have the honor to request that you will he good enough to state whether the sum of £6, 

paid by Messrs. Hindmarsh <fc Mayne into the Treasury on the 20th September, on behalf of Mr. J. J. 
Thompson, is intended to cover the current year’s rent on his pre-emptive lease, 79-48, of 460 acres, in the 
district of Invcrell. In your reply to the letter addressed to Mr. Thompson, on the 4th October, 1882, 
you referred to the lease upon which the amount was paid as 79-49.

I have, &c.,
CHARLES OLIVER,

Under Secretary.

No. 155.
Mr. 0. Macdonald to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Breeza, 24 September, 1883.
Herewith I enclose £6 (gone on to Treasury), being tbe amount of rent due on Mr. J. J. 

Thompson's pre-lease of 192 acres, parish Bukkulla, gazetted 23rd May, 1879. I am aware that the 
Department states that a pre-lease, said to have been claimed by F. W. Wright, cuts off most of Thompson’s 
lease, but I will not insult your common-sense (or Farnell’s) by supposing that you believe Percy Wright 
acted as agent for a man who applied for a lease out of the Karoola Run.

You have Mr. Ernest Smith's letters to prove that he (Smith) tried to get the pre-lease for lessees 
of run, aud his letters prove that Percy Wright was a principal, not an agent; I have one of Smith’s 
which does so, but then, of course, you did not suppose Percy Wright was so foolish as to do this. 
Although, for political reasons, Ministers claimed the power to grant pre-leases when applied for in other 
people’s names (nominally as agents), still the Act gives them no such power. The reason given for 
cancelling Thompson’s conditional purchase, after the Supreme Court action, was, that it was taken in the 
wrong office. You have not established this, or proved it, and until this is done you have no power to 
cancel the conditional purchase. A conditional purchase can only be cancelled for a breach of the condi
tions—vide ruling of the Supreme Court. You have not shown that the conditional purchase was taken 
in the wrong office, nor is it possible for you to do so. Until you show a breach of the conditions you 
cannot cancel the conditional purchase.

The Supreme Court simply gave a verdict for trespass, without deciding that the conditional 
purchase was taken in the wrong office or not. You know, as well as I do, that it is impossible to show 
that tho pastoral district is the wrong one, or that tbo police district did not include the conditional 
purchase.

By sending the rent Thompson is simply complying with his part of the bargain, although he is 
completely deprived of the use of his pre-lease. I am, &c.,

COLIN MACDONALD,
Unpaid Agent for J. J. Thompson:

When searching records in the Supreme Court I was unable to find that the Court decided that
J. J. Thompson was not a couditional purchaser.

A map which purported to show “ Karoola North ” was banded in, and a verdict returned that a 
trespass was committed on “ Karoola North.” I could not find that the Court decided the conditional 
purchase and pre-lease were part of the run, but that a trespass was committed on some part.

The Court did not decide that Thompson’s conditional purchase and the conditional purchase of 
John Asimus also (included in map of the run) were part of the run.

If you can show that the Court did so, you must get access to records not shown bo me. The 
records shown to me showed that verdict for trespass was given without deciding whether such trespass 
was on the land claimed hy Thompson or some other part of the run.—C.M’D.

No. 156.
Mr. 0. Macdonald to The Under Secretary for Finance and Trade.

Sir. Breeza, 27 September, 1883.
Herewith I enclose Post Office Order for £6, being the amount of rent (fue on Mr. J. J. 

Thompson’s pre-lease of 1,920 acres, parisli Bukkulla, county Arrawatta, gazetted 23rd May, 1879,
I have, &c.,

COLIN MACDONALD,
Agent for Mr. J. J. Thompson.

P.S.—The Post Office Order is payable to you.—C.M.

Minutes on above.
Lease 79-48, county Arrawatta, parish Bukkulla. Can it be stated in the absence of the papers 

whether there are any conflicting interests, aud whether the case is such a one as would now he granted. 
Please quote the numbers of conditional purchases forming the leases.—C.H.G-., 20/3/84. Mr. Muller.

250 acres within the lease have been selected, and tbe only access from tbe conditional purchase to 
the lease is by a reserved road through one of the selections, otherwise there are no objections to the 
renewal of the lease.—M.M., 26/3/84. hfr. Curry.

Can it be stated in virtue of what conditional purchase or conditional purchases the lease was 
granted, please? It seems desirable that a reference should be made to tjje Conditional Sales Branch to 
find out their state.—C.H.G-., 9/4/S4. Mr. Muller,

Granted in virtue of conditional purchase 79-28.—M.M., 16/4/84. Mr. .Curry. Please report 
as to conditional purchase 79-28, as to present bolder and state.—rH.S.F., 18/4/84. Conditional Sale 
Branch.

Conditional purchase 79-23, "Warialda, now Invefell, stands in name of J. J. Thompson. Deffiara- 
ration accepted 7th Ajffil, 1884.1—0.0., 23/4/84. ' LeWe
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Si-

Lease 70-48, now Im-crell, formerly "Warialda, stands paid tolSS2 oulj. iu name of J. J. Thompson, 
but forfeited 17th August, 1883. £3 lias been paid to Suspense Account, 1st October, 1883. As Thompson 
is the holder of the conditional purchase 79-28, in right of which the lease was granted, and as the 
conditional purchase appears (from Conditional Sales Branch) to stand good, perhaps forfeiture may be 
reversed, and tho balance of money over and above that held in suspense may bo credited.—H.S.F., 
26/4/34. Mr. Curry. '

[Enclosure to No. 156.]
' Memorandum.

Accou r of moneys paid and to be paid on pre-lease Ko. 79-48, in the county of Arrawatta, district 
of Inverell, foi inerly Warialda, held by J. J. Thompson, gazetted on 23rd May, 1879,1,920 acres, rent £G. 
Begazetted on the 10th March, 1882, 460 acres, rent £1 8s. 9d. Notified as forfeited on tho 17th 
August, 1883.

Schedule to above.
Lease fully paid up to tho year 1882 inclusive.

Amounts paid 
according1 to

Register,

^ Year for
1 which i>aid.

i

Date of credit, Amount
suspended.

Bate of 
suspense.

£ s. d.

18 9 1 1881. 2 JItiv, J8S2.

£ s. J, £ s. d,

4 11 3 excess for ISlO, refunded 24th 
April, 1832.

1 S 9
1
1 1389.
i

2 Mny, 1832.
............

................ ................

No. 157-
Mr. C. Macdonald to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, _ Breeza, November, 1883.
_ i Lou wrote to say that J. J. Thompson's conditional purchase (parish Bukkulla) was declared 

void, as it was taken up in Inverell instead, of Warialda. Be good enough to prove that the Warialda 
office was the right one, and that the Inverell office was the wrong one. It is utterly useless to say that 
the office is wrong or right without establishing the statement. As you have declared the conditional 
purchase void for a breach of or want of compliance with the 7th section of the Act of 1.875, it is to be 
assumed that you can do this. Please reply in writing before noon on Friday next.

I have, &c.,
COLIN MACDONALD.

No. 158.
Questions by Ur. Pioss, M.P.

Leqjslatjve Assemislv, Wednesday, 30 Apsul, 1884.
Question:—

(3.) Selections on Karoola Bun:—Dr. Eoss asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1.) Was reserve No. 67, in the parish of Bukkulla, gazetted as containing 640 acres; aud was it 
surveyed by Surveyor Macharg, so as to contain about 1,200 acres, and thereby include the con
ditional purchase of one John Asimus ?
(2.) Did Surveyor Maebarg afterwards begin the survey of John Asimus's conditional purchase 
from portion No. 80, parish of Bukkulla, and not from the starting-point, and thus leave about £20 
worth of improvements on reserve No. 515 ; and was that reserve made two years after Asimus’s 
conditional purchase was taken up ?
(3.) Did Percy Philip Wright, one of the lessees of the run, apply for a conditional purchase 
between the conditional purchase of John Asimus and reserve No. 67, and did he afterwards obtain 
a refund of his deposit on the ground that the selection was on reserve No, 67 ?
(4.) If such selection was taken up by Mr. Wright, was it taken up in an office which Messrs. 
Wyndham and Wright afterwards maintained (in the Supreme Court) was the wrong one?
(5.) Did Wyndham and Wright, of Karoola, succeed in getting the Lands Department to declare 
Mr. J. J. Thompson’s selection void for being taken in the wrong district, without having their own 
conditional purchase, taken and situated in tho same district, declared void for the same reason; 
and if so, why ?
(6.) Has the Lands Department ever proved that Mr. Thompson’s selection was not situated in the 
Inverell District, or given any reasonable grounds for supposing that it was notin that district?
(7.) Has the Department ever given any reasons of any kind for supposing that Mr. Thompson’s 
selection was not taken in the right district; and if so, when,'and what were the reasons given? 
(8.) Has it ever been shown that Mr. Thompson failed to comply with any or all of the conditions

- of the Act; and if so, by whom has it been proved; or has it ever been decided that Mr. Thompson 
failed to comply with the conditions of the Act, and if so, by whom has it been so decided, and when ?

. (9.) Is there a single one of the selections taken up by Percy Philip Wright on the Karoola Bun 
■ on which the conditions have been complied with and completed, or declared to have been completed ? 

(10.) Is there a single one of the selections taken up hy Percy Philip Wright on the Karoola Bun 
. for which he did not get ,a refund of his deposit; and if so, which one was it; and how many
- times has he applied for or taken up selections on that run ? .

(11.) Is there a single one of the selections taken up by Percy Philip Wright on the Karoola Bun 
■' that was never reported on bv Surveyor Macliarg for being unimproved or non-resident?

' ‘ ' v (12.)
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(12.) Did Surveyor Macliarg resign, and did the Surveyor-General aflenvards pronounce him guilly 
in the drat; degree, mid state that he could not bo punished because lie had resigned V 
(13 Did Surveyor Macharg afterwards come to Sydney and get employment in the Lands Department 
as a Temporary Draftsman ; and has he recently got an appointment as a Surveyor and Inspector 
of Church and School Lands ?
(14.) 'When will the papers moved for by Dr. Eoss on 6th December last, in the ease of J. J. Thomp
son, on Karoola Bun, be laid upon the Table of the House; and why is the production of the 
papers being so long delayed ?

Answer:—
Mr. Darnell answered,— ■

(l.) Tes, as 640 acres. Its actual area was, by survey, found to be abont 860 acres, the excess 
arising from two sides of the reserve being river frontages. The surveyor had no option in the 
case, being bound by the lines given in tho Gazette notice. The reserve included the selection of 
Asimus.
(2.) Tes. There is no record as to the starting-point mentioned in the description. Mr. Mach arg 
made the survey to include the improvements, without leaving a narrow strip of land between 
portion Xo. SO and tbe laud selected by Asimus. In his subsequent conditional purchase, Asimus 
applied for the selection as measured. The date of notification of reserve No. 515 is 29th 
December, 1876, twenty months after the first selection of Asimus, and nine months prior to the 
second selection.
(3.) Tes; conditional purchase 75-152, Inverell. Tes.
(4.) Apparently so.
(5.) No. The selection of J. ,T. Thompson was declared void, on the request of his own agent, to 
admit of his applying afresh at the proper Land Office.
(6.) There is no reasonable doubt that ihe laud applied for is not in the Inverell District,
(7.) Tes; the applicant was so warned by the Land Agent on reference to his maps at the time of 
application.
(8.) The question of how far the conditions of Thompson's selection were fulfilled has not been 
decided, tho selection having been declared void at his own instance, as already stated.
(9.) Yes. A selection taken up in January, 1880, has been transferred, with its additional, to E. 
T. "Wyndham, who has made due declaration, and was reported resident and fulfilling conditions.
(10.) Yes. The selections mentioned in the reply to the last question, and a selection made on 
ihe 31st January, 1876, which was declared lapsed—four selections in all. but one in the parish of 
Karoola.
(11.) Tes. Mr. Macharg reported the applicant non-resident upon the conditional purchase taken 
up in 1876. '
(12.) Yes._ The Surveyor-General, in reply to a question as to who were the officers to blame for 
not reporting the fact of a conditional purchase having been received in the wrong district, stated 
that Mr. Macharg was guilty in the first degree, and had left the Department. The question of 
punishment did not arise, for prior to this ease the legality of a conditional purchase made in a 
wrong district had never been challenged.
(13.) Mr. Macharg was not employed as a Temporary Draftsman in the Department of Lands, but 
is now understood to be employed in the Department of Public Instruction.
(14.) The papers are in course of preparation, and will be ready for presentation in a week. They 
are exceedingly voluminous.
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Legisl.vtive Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(CONDITIONAL PURCHASES ON PERTCOOTA RUN.)

Ordered by tbe Legislative Assembly to be printcd, 10 September, 1.SSG, tun.

HETURN1 to an Order made by tbe Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New 
South Wales, dated 23rd June, 1S86, That there be laid upon the Table of this 
House,—

“All papers and other correspondence relating to the selection of lands on 
“ the Pericoota Hun, in the district of Mcama, in the month of January, 
“ 1882/’

{Mr. Chanter.)

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. NV S2.10.) 1
Kepoiit of an inquiry told at Moama on the Ath N'ovombcr, 18S2. by IT. J. Boldins;. Cominisuimicr 

for tbe Woutlnwestern Division, rcBpeetiug tbe Conditional Purcbnse of Ley Row, made at M.oama on 
the 12th Jaimary 1SS’2.—13 See.
Sir, _ _ , ,

1 have tbe bonor to transmit herewitb, for tbe consideration of the Honorable tbe Minister 
for Lands, ininutos of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “Lands Acts .Amendment Act of 1875,” 
held by me in pursuance of tbe reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in Ibc matter 
of the above-described conditional purchase. _ _

The claimant, having been, duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, 
was by agent; present thereat.

The following facts bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase were 
elicited in evidence, viz,:— _

His agent admits abandonment by the selector, as stated in the letter of 7th March last (signed 
L. C, Row). Licensed surveyor values improvements, £557 15s., on 550£ acres in March, 1879.

I have therefore to report that I find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 
that this conditional purchase be forfeited. I have, &e.,

H. .1. BOLDING.

Sec. 13, Ac. 550.—Letter from claimant intimating abandonment of conditional purchase is 
with proceedings, also one from bis agent waiving claim to usual seven days’ notice to attend inquiry. 
Presuming that such notice can be dispensed with, and that case is properly before Court, claimant’s 
agent, gives evidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—W.B., 21/4/83. For forfeiture.— 
A.O.M., 1/5/83. Approved.—J.S.F., 3/5/83, Ley Row informed, 9/5/S3.

[LSnclosures!]
Messrs. H. TI. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding,

Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.
We have the bonor to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr. Ley Row, 

who applied for a conditional purchase on the 12th January last at Moama, conditional purchase 
No. 82-10, to advise you that ha is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his residence, 
and will dispense with any formal notice being served on him.

" Ve have, &c,,
H. H. BROWN & CO.

885—A -------- Ley
[806 copiea—Approximate Cost of Printing {labour and material), £‘2" 13s. 6d.]
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Ley Bow,
Gkoegi'. He.sky HoLJfEs, sworn, states: 1 am agent for Ley Row, who selected on 12 January, 1882, 
550j- aores, county of Cadcll, parish of Benarca, which 1 am now authorized to state he has abandoned, as 
notified in his letter of 7th March last.
Taken and sworn at Moama this 4th November,") G. H. HOLMES.

1882, before me, j
H. J. BoimiKG, Commissioner.

Mr. L, C. Row to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir, . Moama, 7 March, 1882.

I have the honor to inform the Department of which yon are the head, that 1 have abandoned 
the selection applied for by me at Moama on the 12th January last, viz., 5504 acres, being surveyed por
tion 87, parish of Benarca and countv of Cadcll. I have, &c.,

L. C. ROW.

Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—W.B., 30/10/82.

Mr. Ley Row to the Crown Lands Agent, Moama. 

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
12 January, 1882. 

LEY ROW.
Minutes on Application.

Portion 87, parish of Benarca, county of Cadell, of 550j acres, formed part- of reserve 93a, which 
was notified the 22nd December, 1805, and cancelled the 1st August, 1881. Portion 87 also formed part of 
reserve 2,846, notified the 24th August, 1881, pari; of which including the above portion was cancelled on 
the 12th December, 1881. During the currency of reserve 93a. the following improvements were effected 
by the lessees on this portion:—Fencing worth £.167 15s., erected in October 1877, and in February and 
March, 1878; and tank, £396, excavated in September 1877: total, £557 15s. The above portion is there
fore fully improved, and has been applied for (by this application) as a conditional purchase under the- 
12th section Lands Acts Further Amendment Act.

It is submitted that applicant's request to withdraw his application cannot be complied with, and 
that the remaining necessary action with regard to the appraisement of the impiwcments be at once 
taken; also, for report of conditional purchase inspector.—Chas. Ed. Frs'Cii, for Surveimr General, 
15/8/S2. Approved.—Jou>' R.

C. [Alienation Act. section 13.]
District of Moama. No. 10 of 1882.
Application by Ley Row for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 550 acres 2 roods, uniin

" ' proved Crown Land.
Received by me, with a deposit of £137 12s. 6d., this 12th day of January, 1882, at 10 o’clock; 

also. £55 Is. on account of improvements under section 12, Act of 1880.
' L. S. DONALDSON,

Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. 
Sir, 12 January, 1882.

1 am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 
1S61, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 550 acres 2 roods ; and I 
herewith tender the sum of £192 13s. 6d., beiug a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which 
1 apply, and 10 per centum of the value of improvements. I am willing to purchase the improvements, 
and pay for them the amount fixed bv appraisement. J am, &c.,

* “ LEY ROW,
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama.

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, 550 acres 2 roods, beiug measured portion No. 87.

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-11.) ■ . . .
Repoet of an inquiry held at Moama on the 4th November, 1882, by H. J. Bolding, Commissioner for the 

' South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of James .Foley, made at Moama on the 
12th January, 1882.—13 Sec.
Sir, _ _

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the I; Lawis Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” 
held by me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter 
of the above-described conditional purchase. _ _

* The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, was 
' by agent present thereat.

Tbe following facts bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase were 
elicited in evidence, viz.: His agent admits the selector lias abandoned these 2IO5 acres, as stated in the 
letter of 30th October last.

Improvements in March, 1879, were worth £332, as appears by surveyor's tracing.
I have therefore to report that I find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditional purchase be forfeited.
I have, &c.,

------- - H. J. BOLDING.
Sec. 13f
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Sec. 13, Ac. 210|,—Letter intimating abandonment of conditional purchase from agent of 
claimant, also one waiving claim to usual seven days’ notice to attend inquiry, with proceedings. Pre
suming that such notice can be dispensed with, and that case is properly before Court, claimant’s agent 
gives evidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—'W'.B., 21/4/S3.

Per forfeiture.—A.O.M., 1/5/83. Approved.—J.S.P., 3/5/83. Jas. Foley infd.,9tb May, 1883.

[Enclosures.']
Messrs. H. IT. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.

Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.
"\V"e have the honor to advise you that wo have been instructed by our client, Mr. James 

Foley, who applied for a conditional purchase on the 12th January last at Moama, conditional purchase 
bio. 82-11, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his residence, 
and will waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

' AVe have, &c.,
--------  H. B. BROAVK & Co.

James Foley.
George Henry Hoi.iiks, sworn, states: 1 am agent for James Foley, who selected on the 12th 
January, 1882, 21 Of- acres, county of Cadcll, parish of Benarca, which 1 am now authorised to state he has 
abandoned, as notified in the letter of his agents, H. H. Brown and Co., of 30th October last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this 4th | G. II. HOLMES.

November, 1882, before me,— j
■ H. J. Bolding, Commissioner.

Messrs. II. II. Brown and Co. to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-strcct;, 30 October, 1882.

AVe are requested by our client, Mr. James Eoley, to advise you that ho has abandoned the 
selection made by him at Moama on the 12th January last for 2101 acres, parish of , county of
Cadell. AVe have. &e.,

--------  H.'H. BEOWN & Co.
Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—3.1/10/82,

Mr. J. Eoley to the Crown Lands Agent at Moama. 

1 wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
12 danuarv, 1882.v f

JAMES EOLEY.
Minutes on Application.

Portion 81, parish of Hemu'ca, county of Cadcll, 2101 acres, forme.I part of reserve 03a, which was 
notified the 22ud December, 1805, and cancelled the 1st August, 1881. Portion 81 also formed part of 
reserve No. 2,S4ti, notified the 21th August, 1881, part of which including the above portion was cancelled 
on the 12th December, 1881.

.During the currency of reserve 03a the following improvements were effected by the lessees on this 
portion:—Fencing, £18 ; ringing ami clearing, &e., £81; sheep yards, £200: total, £332. These 
improvements were effected in March, 1878, ami since March, 1870. The above portion is therefore fully 
improved, and has been applied for as a conditional purchase (by this applicat ion) under the 12th section 
of the Lands Acts Further Amendment Act. It is submitted that applicant’s request to withdraw his 
application cannot be complied with, and that the remaining necessary action with regard to the appraise
ment of the improvements be at once taken; also, for report of Inspector.—Cu.vs. En. Finch, for Sur
veyor-General, 15/8/82. --------

Approved.—John E.

C, [Alienation Act, section 13.]
District of Moama. No. 11 of 1882.

Application by James Eoley for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 210 acres 2 roods,
unimproved land.

Received by me, with a deposit of £52 12s. 6d., this 12th day of January, 1882, at 10 o’clock; also, 
£31 2s,, one tenth of improvements under Section 12, Act of 1880.

' L. S. DONALDSON,
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. 

Sir, January 12, 1882.
I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 210 acres 2 roods : and I 
herewith tender the sum of £83 11s. 6d., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per aero on the area for which I 
apply, and 10 per centum of the value of improvements.

I am willing to purchase the improvements, and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement.
I am, &c.,

JAMES FOLEY,
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama, Moama.

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, 210^ acres, being measured portion No. SI.

Mr.
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Mr. Commissioner Bolding to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. Xo. S2-12.)
ItuPORT of an Inquirv licld at ^foarria, on the Ith Xovoinber, 1882, by II. J. Bolding, Commissioner ior 

the i>onth-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of James Boadcn, made at Moama, 
on the 12th January, 1882.—13 See.
Sir, i , .

1 have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister 
for Lands, minuter of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “Lands Acte Amendment Act of lS7o,! 
hold by me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 18S2, in the matter 
of the above-described conditional purchase. _ _ _

'J'hc claimant, having boon duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, was 
by agent present thereat. _

^ The following facts bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase 
were elicited in evidence, viz.:—

Ills agent admits that the selector hai abandoned these 395 acres, as stated in ihe letter of 30th 
October last. _ _

Licensed surveyor’s tracing shows improvements on this land worth £100 in March, 1879.
1 have, therefore, to report that J find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditional purchase be forfeited. 1 have, <fcc.,
H.J. BOLD1XG.

Sec. 13, Ac. 395.—Letter of abandonment from agent of claimant is with proceedings, as also 
one waiving claim to the usual seven days’ notice to attend inquiry. Presuming that such notice can be 
dispensed with, and that cam is properly before Court, claimant's agent gives evidence as to abandonment. 
Submitted for forfeiture.—W.B., 21/4i/S3,

Bor forfeiture.—A.O.M., 1/5/83. Jan Boadcn informed.—9/5/83.

[JUnclosurcs.'} *
Messrs. H. II. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.

Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.
■\Yc-have tbe honor lo advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr. Janies 

Boadcn, who applied for a conditional purchado on tbe 12fh January last, at Moama, as C.P. 82-12, to 
advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his residence, and will 
waive :'nv right or cla:m to a formal notice of fourteen day'-.

* "We have Ac..
K. H. BLOWN A Co.

James Boadcn.
Gkoiuie Henri' Holmes, sworn, states : I am agent for James Boadcn, who selected 395 acres, county 
Cadcll, parish Benarca. which ] am now authorized to state be has abandoned, as notified in the letter of 
bis agents, U. H. Brown &■ Co., ef 30th October last.
Taken and Sworn at Moama. this 4th ) G. H. HOLMES.

November, before me, j
11. J. Boldinu, Commissioner.

Sir,
We are requ; 

selection made bv him a 
Cadell. '

Messrs. II. H. Brown A Co. to the Chief Commissioner.
2.1 Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 30 October, 1882. 

estel by our client, Mr. James Boaden, to advise you that he baa abandoned the 
t Moama, on the 12th January last-, for 395 acres, parish of , county of

We have, Ac.,
H. H, BROWN A CO.

Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—31/10/82. •

Mr. J. Boaden to tbe Crown Lands Agent at Moama. 

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
12 January, 1SS2.

J. BOADEN.

Minutes on Application. i
. Portion 89, palish of Benarca, county of Cadell, of 395 acres,formed part of reserve93a, which was 

notified the 22nd December, 1365, and cancelled the 1st August, 1881. Portion. 86 also formed part; of 
reserve 2,816, notiSed the 24th August, 1S8J, part of which, including the above portion, was cancelled 
on the 12th December, 1881. i ,

During the currency of reserve 93a, portion 86 was improved by the lessees as follows:—Ecncnig, 
£108, ercctcd~’in October, 1877, and in February and March, 1878 ; sheep yards, £250, erected in February 
] 878; bourn not completed, £-12 (ultimate probable valuation £65), erected in March, 1879: total, £400. 
'These improvements are reported to bo of a permanent and fixed character, and of benefit, to the 
occupation of the land. The above portion is, therefore, fully improved, and has been applied for (by this 
application) as a conditional purchase under ilic 12th section of the Lands Acts hurthor Amendment Act.

It is submittal that applicant’s request to withdraw Ids application cannot bo complied with, and 
that the rennining necessary action with regard io the improvements be at. once taken; also, lor report 
of Conditional Purchase Inspector.—Chao. Et>. F.ixch, for Surveyor-General, 15,8/82.

Approved.—John B.



177

5

C. [Alienation Act, section 13.]
llifjt.rict of Moama. t _ _ ISo. J2 of 18S2.
Application by James Boaden, for tbo Conditional Purchase, without com])etition, of 395 acres

unimproved Crown Land.
Received by me, with a deposit of £98 .15s., this ]2th day of January, 1882. at 10 o'clock; also, 

£10, buin" one tenth of supposed value of improvements under Act of 1880.
' L. 8. DONALDSON,

Agent for the sale of Crown Lands at Moama.
Sir, 12 January, 1SS2.

I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act: of 
1801, the portion of unimproved Crown Lands hereunder described, eontaininff 395acres; and .1. herewith 
tender the sum of £138 15s., being a deposit at tbo rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which 1 apply, 
and .10 per centum of value of improvements. I am willing to purchase the improvements and pay for 
them the amount fixed by appraisement. 1 am, &e..

JAMES BOA LEX,
Xo the Agent for the sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama.

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Benarca. 395 acres, being measured portion 86.

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to Tlte Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. Xo. 82 13.)
It era irr of an im|uiry held at Moama, on tbo 1th Xovcmbcr, 1SS2, by II. J. Bolding, Commissioner for the 

South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of Annie Wedgwood, spinster,made at 
Moama, on the 12lh January, 18S2.—13 See.
Kir, _ ....

1 have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister tor 
Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875, held by 
me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882. in the matter of the 
above-described conditional purchase,. _ _

X'he claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, was 
by agent, present thereat.

The following facts, bearing upon the fulfilment-by the sc be tor of the conditions of purchase, were 
elicited in evidence, viz.:—

Her agent admits abandonment, as stated in tier letter of 7th March last.
Incensed surveyor values improvements, £480 10s., on -ISO! acres.
I have therefore to report that ]. find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditional purchase be forfeited. 1 have, &c.,
H. J. BOLDIXG.

See. 13, Ac. 480L—Letter from claimant intimating abandonment, of conditional purchase is with 
proceedings; also one from her agent waiving claim to usual seven days’ notice. Presuming such 
notice can be dispensed with, and that case is properly before Court, claimant's agent gives evidence 
as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—AV.B., 22/4/83. Por forfeiture.—A.O M., 1/5/83. 
Approved.—J .S.E., 3/5/83. Annie AVredgwood informed, 9th May, 1883.

[Enclosures."]

Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.
Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 Hovembcr, 1S82.

XVe have the honor to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Miss Annie 
Wedgwood, who applied for a conditional purchase on the 12th Jamunw last at Moauia, as conditional pur
chase 82-13, to advise you that she is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of her resi
dence, and will waive auy right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

We have, Ac.,
--------  H. H. BKOWX & Co.

Annie Wedge wood.
Georoe Hestiv Hoi,jigs, sworn, states : I am agent for Annie Wcdgewood, who selected on 12th January, 
1882, 480! acres, county Cadell. parish Tataila, which ]. am now authorized to state she has abandoned, as 
notified in her letter of 7th March last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this 4th 1 G. H. HOLMES.

Xovembcr, 1882, before me,— j
H. J. Bonmxru, Commissioner.

Alias A. Wedgwood to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir, Moama, 7 March, ISW.

I beg most respectfully to state that I have abandoned my claim to tho seduction or condifioral 
purchase which 1 made at Moama on tbo 12 th January; the areal applied for was 4S01- acres, being 
surveyed lot Xo. 115, parish Tataila, county Cadell.

1 remain, Ac.,
--------  AXX1E WEDGWOOD.

Xoiice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—W.B., 30/10/82.
. '----------------- Miss
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Miss A. Wedgwood to the Crown Lands Agent, Moama. 
gjr Moama, 12 January, 1882.

’ T respectfully request that you will allow me to withdraw the application made by me this day. 
on the grounds that, as 1 did not succeed in obtaining the whole of Ihe area applied for, vi/.,, portions ATos. 
115 and 11C, the former portion is not sufficient to meet my requirements. Parish Tataila, county Cadell, 
portions Nos. 115 and 116, 620 acres. 1 am, &c.;1 ' ANNIE WEDG WOOD.

Copy of Minutes on back of Conditional Purchase Application.
Portion 115, parish Tataila, comity Cadell, of 4S01 acres, formed part of the Murray Diver forest 

reserve No. 1.794 notified the 18th August, 1871, part of which including the above portion was cancelled 
on the 12th December, 1881. i

During the currency of this reserve, portion 115 was improved as follows by the lessees of the "Run : 
—Tank, £267, excavated November, 1877 ; fencing, £10810s., erected in Pebruary. 1878 ; clearing, £110, 
effected in July, 1877: total, £'180 LOs. _ ....

The above portion is therefore fully improved, and has been applied for (by tins application) as a 
conditional purchase under the 12th section of the I.ands .Acts Eurther Amendment Act.

Applicant having paid 10 per cent, on Hie supposed value of improvements, further steps should 
now perhaps be taken in regard to iho appraisement, unless it be considered that she is entitled to the 
refund asked for, and for the reason stated in the accompanying letter; also, for report of Conditional 
Purchase Inspector.—Cu.vs Ed. hhsen, for Surveyor-General, loth August, 1882.

As the full area conditionally purchased is not available, the request of the applicant for the refund 
of the deposit is in accordance with law, and is submitted forapproval.—A.O.M , 2.3/9/82. Approved.— 
Jons It.

C. [Alienation Act, section 18 ]
District of Moama. ^ 1SS2.

Application by Annie "Wedgwood for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 480^ acres 
‘ unimproved Crown Land.

Itceo'ved by me, with a deposit, of £120 2s. 6d , this 12th day of .Luiuarv. 1882. at 10 o'clock; 
aho. £18 Is., being one tenth of s ipposed value of improvements under Act of 1880.

' ' ' L. 8. DONALDSON,
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. 

yjr 12 January, 1882.
" I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the 13th section of the Crown Lands 

Alienation Act of 1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 480 
acres 2 roods ; and 1 herewith tender the sum of £203 Is., being a deposit at the rate of os. per acre on 
Hie area for which L apply, and 10 per centum of the value of improvements. _

.1 am willing to purchase the improvements and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement.
^ 1 am, Ac.,

ANNIE WEDGWOOD,
To the Agent for the Hale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama.

Descrip tiou.
County of Cadell, parish of Tataila, 4801- acres, being measured portion No. 113.

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-14.)
Report of an inquiry beld at Moama. on the 4th November, 1882, by H. J. Bolding, Commissioner for 

the South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of John Slocombc, jun , made at 
Moama, on the 12th January, 1882.—13 See.

1 have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable tbe Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “Lands Acts Amendment Act of .18/5, 
held "by me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter 
of the above-described conditional purchase. . .

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry.
was bv agent present thereat. •

' The following facts bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase wore 
elicited in evidence, viz.His agent admits abandonment of this land by tbe selector, as stated in bis
letter of 15 Eebruary last. _

Incensed surveyor values improvements, £306 10s . on 30CSJ acres. _
1 liave therefore to report that T find such conditions not Lo have been fulfilled, and to rsconnnei.d

that this conditional purchase be forfeited. d have, <te.,
JL J, BOLDING.

Hoc. 13, Ac. 306.—Letter intimating abandonment o£ conditional purchase from claimant is with 
proceadings; also, one from claimant's agent, waiving claim to usual seven days’ notice to attend inquiry. 
Perstuning that such notice can ho dispensed with, and that case is properly before Court, claimant s agent 
gives evidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—\V .B., 22/4/83.

Eor forfeiture.—A.O.M., 1/5/83. Approved.—LS.F , 3/3/83. .1. Hlocombe, jun., informed,
9th May. 1883. ‘ ‘ -------- --------- r „ , n

‘ ‘ [Anclosuras J
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[JEnclosxirns.']
Messrs. Tf. H. Brov.-n & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.

‘‘nv ^ 21, Exchange Buildings. Pitt-street, 1 iNovembcr, 1882,
_ e have the honoi' to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr. .lohn 

Sloeombe, jun., who applied for a conditional purchase on the 12th January last, n't Moama, as conditional 
purchase 82-1.4, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his 
residence, and nill waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

Wc have, &c.,
--------  H. H. BROWN & CO.

John Slocombc, jun.
CiuonfiK PIeniiy Howmes, sworn, states: j am agent for John Slocombe, jun., who selected on 12th 
January, 1882, 306f- acres, county Cadell, parish Tataila, which he has now abandoned, as notified in bis 
letter of 15th February, ]8S2, and as I am now authorized to state.
Taken and sworji at Moama, this 4th } . G-. H. HOLMES.

November, 1882, before me, j '
H. J. Holyies, Commissioner,

Mr. J. Slocombe, jun., to The Chief Commissioner.
_ Moama, 15 Eebruary, 1882.

, , , -^h January, 1882. I aptplled at Moama for a conditional purchase of 306f acres,
parish of Tataila, county Cadell, surveyed, and measured portion Xo, 118, I have abandoned my claim 
to this land, and beg to inform vou officially of same. Yours, &c., *

" " -------- JOlix SLOCOMBE, Jun.
Xoticeof abandonment, for Commissioner.—W.B., 30/10/82.

Copy of Minutes on back of Conditional Purchase Appliealion.
Portion Xo. 118, parish of Tataila, county Cadell, of SOfiJ acres, formed part of Reserve Xo. 95. noti

fied the 18th Eebruary, 1803, and cancelled the 12th .December, 1881. Portion Xo. IIS also formed part 
of tbe Murray River Eorest Reserve Xo. 1794, notified the 18th August, 1871, part of which, including 
the above portion, was cancelled the 12th December, 1881. During the currency of these reserves the 
following improvements were effected on the above portion by the lessees of the run:—Tank, and indiffer
ently constructed dam, and protecting fence. £202, excavated in Eebruary, 1878; fencing, £40, erected 
February. 1878; clearing, £64: tofal improvements, £306 10s. '

The above portion is therefore fully improved and has been applied for bv this application as a 
conditional purchase (82-14), under Ihe 12th section of the Lands Acts Further’Amendment Act.

Applicant having paid 10 per cent, on the supposed value of the improvements, further steps 
should now perhaps be taken in regard to the appraisement of same ; also, for report of Conditional 
Purchase Inspector.—F.W.W., 26 July, 1882.

Approved.—Jonx R.

District of Moama.
Application by John Slocombe,

C. [Alienation Act, section 13.]
Xo. 14 of 1882.

jnn., for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 306 acres 
3 roods, unimproved Crown Land.

Received by me with a deposit of £76 13s. 9d. this 12th day of January, 1832. at 10 o'clock ; also, 
£30 13s. 6d., one tenth of supposed value of improvements under Act of 1880. ’ ’

L. S. DOXALDSOX,
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.

0 ’ -r j • e i • • , 12 January, 1882.
J. am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the piortion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 306 acres 3 roods • and I 
herewith tender the sum of £107 7s. 3d. being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which I 
apply, and 10 per centum of the value of improvements. I am willing to purchase the improvements 
and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement, I am, Ac.. ' ’

To tbe Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.
JOHX SLOCOMBE, Jun.,

Moama,
Description.

County of Cadell, parish of Tataila, 306 acres 3 roods, being measured portion Xo. 118.

Mr. Commissioner Holding to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-15.)
Ithronr of an inquiry held at Moama on the 4th Xovember, 1882, by II. J. Bolding, Commissioner for 

tbe South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase" of Duncan Leitch, made at Moama 
on the 12th January, 1882.—13 See. 1
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable tbe Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” 
held by me in pursuance of the reference notified'in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1SS2, in tbo matter 
of tbo above-described conditional quire base,

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of bolding the inquiry, was 
by agent present thereat. >p]ie
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The following facta hearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase were

elicited in evidence, viz.:— , . , , , ^
His agent admits the selector has abandoned this selection. Improvements, valued at os., on

tracing in .August, 18/1). . ___,1
I have therefore to report that I find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend

that this conditional purchase he forfeited. 1 have, &c., ^ q.

Sec. 13, Ac. 512J.—Letter intimating abandonment of C.P. from claimant is with proceedings. 
Also, letter from agent of claimant waiving claim to usual seven days’notice to attend inquiry, lie- 
sumiiig that such notice can be dispensed with, and that case is properly before Court, claimant s agent 
mvea evidence aa to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—W.H., 21/4/83.

For forfeiture.—A.O.M., 1/5/83. Appd.—.1 S.F., 3/5/83. B. Lciteh informed, 0/0,83.

[A’uc/oi’wres.]
jMcssrs. If. JI. Brown A Co. to Mr, Commissioner Bolding. 

g;r 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-strcct, 1 November, 1SS2.
’ AAre have the lion or to advise you that wc have been instructed by our client, Mr. Duncan 

Leitch, who applied for a conditional purchase on the 12th January last, at Moama, as C.P. 82-15, to 
advise you that he is desirous of your holding: an inquiry into the conditions of his residence, and will
waive anv ri'dit or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

‘ ° AVe have, k-i-,
_____  It. II. BROWN & CO.

Duncan Lciteh.
Geouoe Hbxht Hoicks, sworn, states:—I am agent for Duncan Lcitch, who seicetod on 12th January, 
13S2J 542?; acres, county of CalIbII, parish of Tntaila. which 1 am now anthemed to state lie lias abandoned, 
as notified in his letter of 7th March last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this 4th day of ) ^ n. HOLMES.

November, ] 832, before me,— j _
II. J. Bolding, Commissioner.

Air. D. Lcitcb to The Chief Commissioner.
gjr Moama, 7 March, 1SS2.

With reference te tlio selection of land containing 512 acres 2 roods, and which I entered all 
application for at the Crown bands Office, Moama, on the 12th January ultimo, I have the honor to state 
I have abandoned the same. Measured portion 120. parish of Tataiia, county of Cadell.

I am, &c„
_____  DUNCAN LEITCH.

Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—W.U., 30/10/82.

Air. 1). Leitch to the Crown Lands Agent, Moama.
I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application, lodged this day.

Copv of Minutes on back of Conditional Purchase Application. ^ _
Portion 120, parish Taiaila, county Cadell, of 5121 acres, formed part of reserve No. 05, notified 

ISth February, 1803; it also formed part of the. Murray River forest reserve No. 1,701 notified IMh 
August, 187L The purls of the above reserves included within portion 120 were cancelled on the 1-tli
December, 1831. n , j moDuriim the currencv of these reserves the following improvements were effected on portion l^U: 
Tank, worth £303, excavated in January, 1878 ; clearing, £120, effected in November, 1877 ; fencing. £53,
5s.. erected in February, 1878. Total, £512 5s. „ ,

r!’he above portion is fully improved, and has been applied for (by tins application) as a conditional 
purchase under the 12th section of the Lands Acts Further Amendment Act.

It is submitted that applicant's request to withdraw his application cannot be complied with, and 
that the remaining necessary action with regard to the appraisement of the improvements be at once 
taken; also, for report of C‘.P. Inspector—On as. Ed. Finch, for Surveyor-General, loth August, 1882.
Approved John R. ^ [Alienation Act, section 13.]
District of Moama. f - if l5’?
Ajmlication by Duncan Lcitch for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, ot d12 acres 2 roods

‘ unimproved Crown Land.
Received by me, with a deposit of £135 12s. Gd., this 12th day of January, 1882, at 10 o’clock ; also, 

£51 5s . beiim one tenth of supposed value of improvements under Act of 1880.
■ Tj. s. donaldsoa,

Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. 
gjr 12 January, 1882.

' I am desirous of purchasing, without eompetit ion, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, 
the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 512 acres 2 roods; and J- here
with tender the sum of £135 12s. Gd., being a deposit at the rate of os. per acre on the area tor which 1 
apply, 10 per centum of proportion of value of improvements. I am willing to purchase the improve
ments, and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement.

12 January, 1882. 

D. LEITCH.

To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.

I am. Ac.,
' DUNCAN LEITCH,

Moama.
Description.

County of Cadell, parish of Tataiia, 542i acres, being portion No. 120.
Mr.
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Mr. Commissioner Bolding to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-1G.)
■Repoiit of an Inquiry liolr! af Moama on the 4th NoTomber, 1882. by H. J. Bobliii£, Commissioner for 

the South-western Division, respecting tho Conditional Purchase of Frederick St. George, made at 
Moama on tho 12tli January, 1882.—13 See.
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” 
held by me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December. 1882, in the matter 
of the above-described conditional purchase.

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of bolding the inquire, was 
by agent present thereat. ’ ‘

The following facts, bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase, were 
elicited in evidence, viz.:—His agent admits abandonment of this land as stated in selector’s letter of 16th 
March last.

Licensed Surveyor valued improvements, £32G on 526 acres in January, 1879.
I have therefore to report that 1 find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditional purchase be forfeited. I have. Ac.,
ll. J. BOLDING.

Sec. 13, Ac. 526.—Letter intimating abandonment of conditional purchase from claimant is with 
proceedings. Also one from his agent, waiving claim to usual seven days’ notice to attend inquiry. Pre
suming that case is properly before Court, and that notice can be dispensed with, claimant's agent gives 
evidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.— W.B., 22/4/83.

Por forfeiture.—A.O.M., 1/5/83. Approved.—J.S.P., 3/5/83. F. St. George infd., 9/5/83.

[Enclomref;.']

Messrs, H. H. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.
Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-strcct, 1 November, 1882.

IVc have the honor to advise you that wc have been instructed by our client, Mr. Frederick 
St. George, who applied for a conditional purchase at Moama on the 12th January last, as conditional 
purchase 82-16, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his 
residence, and will waive any right or claim to a formal no'.ica of fourteen days.

AVc have. Ac.,
II. 11. Mi OWN A CO.

F. St. George.
OiiomiK lIni'KY Ilouitts, sworn, slates: -I am agent for Frederick St, George, who selected, on 12th 
January, 1882, 526 acres, county Cadell, parish "Wamboota, which 1 am now authorized to state ho has 
abandoned, as he states in his letter of 16th March last. ■
Taken and sworn at Moama, this 4lh 7 G. H. HOLMES.

November, 1882, before mo,— j
H. J. Boiding-, Commissioner.

Mr. P, St. George to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir, Moama, 16 March, 1882.

1 beg most respectfully to notify to you, as Chief Commissioner of Condi iional Purchases, that 
I have abandoned the selection of land composed of measured portion 50 (526 acres), parish l\ranibooia, 
county Cadell, ami which 1 applied for at Moama Land Cilice on ihc 12th January last. .

^FKEDEHICK ST. GEOBGE.

Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—W.B., 30/10/82.

Mr. F. St. George to The Crown Lands Agent at Moama,

I w]$n to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
12 January, 1882.

FREDERICK ST. GEORGE.

Copy of Minutes on hack of Conditional Purchase Application.
Portion 50, parish "Wamboota, county Cadell, of 526 acres formed part of reserve 92.\, notified the 

22ml December, lei65, and cancelled the 12tli December, 1.881. During the currency of reserve 92a, the fol
lowing improvements were effected on this portion by the lessees of the run :—Fencing, £150, erected in 
February, 1878.; tank and fence, £376 (tank excavated in December, 1877): total improvements, £526.

The above portion is therefore fully improved, and has beet applied for by this application as a 
conditional purchase (82-16), under the ]2th Section of the Lands Acts Further Amendment Act.

It is submitted that applicant’s request to withdraw his application cannot he complied with, and 
that the remaining necessary action with regard lo the appraisement of the improvements be now prn- 
eecdivi with; also, for report of Conditional Purchase Inspector.—Cn.vs. Ed. Fixcir, for Survcyor- 
Gcncial, 15th August, 1882.

Approved.—-Tony ll.
885—B C.
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0. [Alicuatiou Act, section 13.]
District of Moama. No. 16 of 1SS2,

Application by Frederick St. George for tho Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 526 acres
unimproved Crown Land.

Deceived by me, with a deposit of £131 10s., this 12th day of January, 1882, at 11.30 o’clock ; 
also, £52 12s., being one tenth of supposed value of improvements under Act of 1880.

L. S. DONALDSON, '
Agent for tho Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.

Sir, 12 January, 1882.
I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 526 acres ; and I herewith 
tender the sum of £184 2s., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which 1 apply, and 
10 per centum of value of improvements. I am willing to purchase the improvements, and pay for than 
the amount fixed by appraisement. I am. Ac.,

FBEDEBICK ST. GEOBGE,
To the Agents for the sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama.

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Wamboota, 526 acres, being measured portion No. 50.

10

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to Tho Chief Commissioner.
(C.P, No. 82-17.)
Bel'Out of an inquiry held at Moama, on the 4th November, 1882, by H. J. Bolding, Commissioner 

for the South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of Thomas Norman, made at 
Moama, on the 12th January, 1882.—13 Sec.
Sir,

1 have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister for 
Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “Lauds Acts Amendment Act of 1875,’’ held to 
me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter of the 
abovc-dcscribed conditional purchase.

Tho claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, 
was by agent present thereat.

The following facts hearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase were 
elicited in evidence, viz.:—His agent admits tho selector has abandoned this land, as staled in the letter 
of 31st October last.

No tracing or surveyor's report.
1 have therefore to report that I find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditional purchase be forfeited. - 1 have, &c..
H. J. BOLDING.

Sec. 13, Ac. 320.—Letter of abandonment bearing same signature as application, viz. Thomas 
Norman is with proceedings. Letter herewith from Norman's agent waiving claim to the usual seven 
days’ notice. Presuming that such notice can be dispensed with, and that case is properly before court, 
agent of claimant gives evidence of abandonment, and it is submitted conditional purchase be brought 
forward for forfeiture.—"W.B, 21/4/83. For forfeiture.—A.O.M, 1/5/83. Approved J.S.F, 3/5/83. 
Thos. Norman informed, flth May, 1SS3.

Mr. T. Norman to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir, 13 March, 1882.

I desire to acquaint you that I have abandoned the selection of 320 acres applied for by me at 
Moama on January the 12th, 1882.

The land referred to is measured portion 20, parish Tamar, county Cadell, Moama district.
I am, &c.,

THOMAS NOBMAN.

Minutes on above.

Portion 20, parish Tamar, county Cadell, of 320 acres, formed part of reserve 92a extension, 
notified 10th January, 1873, and which reserve was cancelled on the 12th December, 1881. During the 
currency of this reserve, and since July 1876, fencing to the value of £120 was placed on the above 
portion. ’

In view of the above it is submitted whether conditional purchase application 82-17 for portion 
20, taken up at Moama, on 12th January 1882, be declared void in accordance with recent decision 
(Supreme Court) in Bernholt’s case, the only circumstance to distinguish the present case from that 
mentioned being that the improvements were elTccted during the currency of the reserve.

Clause 12 Act of 1880 does not apply to this case, the improvements being less than £1 per acre.
The improvements mentioned cannot he embraced in a measurement of 40 acres or upwards, 

according to Begulations to contain a pound’s worth to the aero.
By memo, attached to tho application, applicant requested to be allowed to withdraw his conditional 

purchase.—Chas. Ed. Fiscji, for Surveyor General, 24/8/82.
Conditional Sales Branch, Lands,—The applicant having given notice of abandonment, the above 

question does not, it is submitted, arise.—For Commissioner.—A.O.M., 9/10/82. Approved.—John R.
—-------- -— [Ericlasuresi]
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[Enclosures.']

Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.
8'r> ^ _ 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.

'Wo have the honor to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr, Thomas 
Norman, who applied for a conditional purchase on the 12th January last at Moama, as conditional 
purchase No. 82-17, to advise you that ho is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of 
his residence, and will waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

"We have, &e.,
--------  H. H. BROWN & CO.

Thomas Norman.
Oeoroe TIexet IIoLinss, sworn, states: I am agent for Thomas Norman, who selected on 1.2th January, 
1882, 320 acres, county Cadell, parish Tamar, which I am now authorized to state he has abandoned, as 
notified in the letter of his agents, H. H. Brown & Co., of 31st October last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this 4th l O. H. HOLMES.

November, 1882, before me,— j
H. J. Bor.nixo, Commissioner, ■

Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co, to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir, Sydney, 31 October, 1882.

_ We have the honor to advise you that wc have been instructed by our client, Mr. Thomas
Norman, to advise you that he has abandoned the selection applied for by him on 12th January, 1832, at 
Moama, No. 82-17, being 320 acres, county Cadell, parish Tamar. *

We have, &c.,
_ -------- II. H. BROWN & CO.

Notice 6/ abandonment, for Commissioner, 31/10/82. 

Sir,
Mr. T. Norman to The Crown Land Agent, Moama.-

Moama, 12 January, 1882.
I request that you null bo pleased to allow me to withdraw the application for conditional 

purchase lodged by me with you this day.
Witness:—G. H, Holmes. THOMAS NORMAN.

C. [Alienation Act, section 13.j
District of Moama. No. 17 of 1882,
Application by Thomas Norman, for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 320 acres,

unimproved Crown Land.
Received by me, with a deposit of £80. this 12th day of January, 1882, at 11'30 o’clock. Also, 

£12 on account of improvements made under section 12, Act of 1880.
L. S. DONALDSON,

Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. 
Sir, 12 January, 1882.

I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 
1801, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 320 acres; and I herewith 
tender the sum of £02, being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which X apply, and 10 
per centum value of improvements. I am. &c.,

THOMAS NORMAN,
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama,

Description.
County of Cadell, parisli of Tamar, 320 acres, being measured portion No. 20. I am willing to 

purchase the improvements, and pay for them tbe amount fixed by appraisement.

D. [Alienation Act.]
(0. P. No. 82-18, Moama.)
Declaration of Conditional Purchaser under the 18th section of the Crown LamU:'Alienation Act of 1SG1.
J, James McKindlat, Jttn., of Wamboota, do solemnly and sincerely declare, that I am the lawful 
owner, by conditional purchase, uuder the 13th section of the Crown itands Alienation Act of 18G.1, of 
the land hereunder described, and that improvements consisting of fencing, house, tank, clearing, and to 
the value of £200, have been made on such land ; and I declare further, that the said laud has been the 
Inna fide residence, continuously, of myself from the period of selection and first occupation to the 
present; date. And 1 make this solemn” declaration, conscientiously believing the same to be true, and by 
virtue of the provisions of an A.ct made and passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her present Majesty, 
int.tulcd “ An Act for the more effectual abolition of oaths and affirmations taken and made in various 
departments of tho Government of New South Wales and to substitute declarations in lieu thereof and 
for the suppression of voluntary and extra-judicial oaths and affidavits.”
Taken and declared at Moama, this 18th ) JAMES McKINDLAT, Jus.

day of March, 1885, before me,— j
Lestee S. Dowaldsoiv, J.P.

Description,
County of Cadell, parish of Benarea, 280 acres, at Benarca, being conditional purchase No. 18, of 

1882, in the district of Moama, now Deniliquin, made on the 12th January, 1882.

Mr,
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Mr. C.-P. Inspector Carne to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. 82-18. section 83, portion 83.)
Eepoet by T. B. Carne, Inspector of Conditional Purchases, respecting tbe Selection of James McKindlay,

nmdc at Deniliquin, on 12th January, 1882.
Sir Deniliquin, 1 February, 1885.

I have the honor to report that I visited and inspected the abovc-dcscribed conditional 
purchase, on the 3rd danuary, 1885, and that I found the selector then resident upon his selection.

The land, which consists of forest, and comprises 280 acres, is occupied and used by tbe selector 
as gracing land ; and the selector, who follows the avocation of grazier, had at the time of my visit made 
the improvements hereunder particularly described, the value of which 1 estimate at the sums respectively 
stated, viz.:—

Half small hut .................................................................... £4 0 0
100 chains fence, part wire and part chock and log ............. 68 15 0

_ £72 15 0
From the appearance ot the land, and the circumstances stated in the following remarks, 1 am of 

opinion that the selector has been continuously resident upon the selection.
'Resident. The improvements enumerated were erected by applicant since selection ; no part of 

them were on tho land previously. I have, <fec.,
---------------- T. B. CARNE.

Copy of Memos, attached to Conditional Purchase Application,
Mr. .1. Melvindlay to the Crown Lands Agent at Moama.

■ 12 January, 1882,
I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.

‘ _____ JAMES M'KINDLAT.
ID January. 1882.

"Wish to hold the land, withdrawn through intimidation.
JAMES M'KINDLAT.

C. [Alienation Act, section 12.]
District of Moama. Ko. 18 of 1882.

Application by James MTCindlay for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 280 acres,
improved Crown Land.

Received by me, with a deposit of £70, this 12th day of January, 1882, at 10 o clock; also, 
£33 Os. on account of improvements under section 12, Act of 1380.

L. S. DONALDSON,
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama,

Sir) 12 January, 1882.
I. am desirous of purehadiuT, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1880, the portion of improved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 280 acres. And I herewith 
tender the sum of £70, being a deposit at the rate of Gs. per acre on the area for which I apply ; also, 
the sum of £31 13s. 4d., being a deposit of 10 per cent, upon the supposed value of improvements. 
And I hereby agree to pay the balance in accordance with the 12th section of the Lands Act of 1880.

’ I am. &c.,
' JAMES M’KINDLAT,

20 years of ago,
" "Wamboota.

To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lauds at Moama.
. Description.

Countv of Cadell, parisli of Benarea, 2SO acres—measured portion No. S3, containing 280 acres.

D. [Alienation Act.]
(C.P. No. 82-19, Moama.)
Declaration of Conditional Purchaser under the ISth section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1SG1.
I, Nei) M’Kmdlay, of Wamboota, do solemnly and sincerely declare, that I am the lawful owner, by 
conditional purchase, under the 13th section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, of the land 
hereunder described, and that improvements consisting of fencing, house, tanks, clearing, and to the value 
of £400, have been made on such land ; and I declare further, that the said land has been the bona fide 
residence, continuously, of myself, from the period of selection and first occupation to the present date. 
And I. make this solemn declaration, conscientiously behoving tbe same to be true, and by virtue of the 
provisions of an Act. made and passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled “An 
Act. for the more effectual abolition of oaths and affirmations taken and made in various departments of 
the Government of New South IVales and to substitute daelarations in lieu thereof and for tho suppression 
of voluntary and extra-judicial oaths and affidavits.”
Taken and declared, at Moama, this 20th ) NEIL M’KINDLAT.

day of March, 1885. before me.- j
Lestee 8. Dosalhso". J.P.

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Mara, -ISO acres, being conditional purchase No, 19 of 1882, in the 

district of Moama (now' Deniliquin), made on the 12th January, 1882. ■

Mr.
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Mr. C.-P. Inspector Carne to the Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. 82/19, section 13, portion 101.)
Hepout by T. B. Carne, Inspector o£ Conditiotial Pnrcha,=ca, respecting the Sclccli.n of iNeil M'Kindlay,

made at Deniliqnin, on 12th January, 1882.
Sir, 'Deniliquin, 1 February, 1885.

I have the honor to report that 1 visited and inspected the above-deseribed conditional 
purchase on the 3rd January. 1885, and that I found the selector then resident upon his selection.

The land, which consists of plain and forest, and comprises 480 acres, is occupied and used by the 
soled or as grazing land; and the selector, who follows the avocation of grazier, bad at the time of my visit 
made the improvements hereunder particularly described, the value of which I estimate at the sums 
respectively stated, viz.: —

' Half small hut ... .......................................................... £4 0 0
110 chains fence, part wire and part chock and log . . ... 03 15 0
Sheep yards .................................................................... 12 0 0

£84 15 0
From the appearance of the land and the circumstances stated in tho following remarks, I am of 

opinion that the seledor has been continuously resident upon the selection.
Resident. The improvements enumerated were erected by applicant.

I have, &c.,
T. F,. CARNE.

D. [Alienation Act, section 13.]
District of Afonina. _ A o. 39 of 1882.

Application by Neil MTIindlny for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 430 acres,
unimproved Crown Land,

Received by me. with a deposit of £120, this 12th dav of January, IS'S, at 12’30 o'clock,
' * L.S. DONALDSON,

Agent for the Sale of Crovm Lands at Moama.
S;,., 12 January, 1882.

I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 
3802, the portion of unimproved Crown Laud hereunder described, containing 4S0 acres ; and I herewith 
tender the sum of £120, being a deposit at the rate of per acre on the area for which I
apply. I am> &c->11 ' NEIL M'KINDLAT,
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama.

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Mars, measured portion No. 103.

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-20.) T ,
Repo nr of an inquiry held at Moama, on the 4th November. 1882, by IT. J. Bolding, Commissioner for

the South-wcitem Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of John Quilliam, made at Moama 
on the 32th January, 1SS2.—13 Sec.

1 have the honor to transmit herewith, for tho consideration of the Honorable the Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “ Lands Acts Amendment A.ct of 1875” 
held by me in pursuance of the reference notified in the G-azette of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter 
of the above-described conditional purchase. _

The claimant having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry was 
by agent present thereat. _ _

The following facts hearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase were 
elicited in evidence, viz:—His agent admits the selector lias abandoned this land as stated iu his letter of 
151,h Juno last. L'ccnscd surveyor values improvements £373 m March last.

I have therefore to report that T find such conditions not to hare been fulfilled, and to recommend 
that this conditional purchase be forfeited. I have. Ac.,

-------- H J. BOLDING-.
8ec. 13, Ac. 573.—Letter intimating abandonment of conditional puehasc from claimant is with 

proceedings; also, one from his agent, waiving claim to usual seven days' notice to attend inquiry. Presum
ing that such notice can be dispensed with, and that case is properly before Court, claimant's agent gives 
evidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—AF.B, 21/4/83. For forfeiture.—A.O.M., 
1/5/83. Approved.—J.S.E, 3/5/83. J. Quilliam informed 9th Alay, 1883.

[jEVttdororiw.]

Messrs. H. H Brown & Co. to Air. Commissioner Bolding.
Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.

BTc have the honor to advise you that we have been requested by our client, Air. John Quilliam, 
who applied on the 12th January last, at Moama, for a coudition.il purchase, as conditional purchase No. 
82-20, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his residence, 
and will waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

We have. Ac.,
-------- H. H. BROWN & Co.

J.



J. Quilliam,
Qeorge Hekkt SoLJtES, sworn, states: T am agent for Jolin Quilliam, wao selected on I2tli January, 1882, 
573 acres, county of Cadell, Parish of Benarca, which I am now authorized to state ho has abandoned, as 
notified in his letter of 15th June last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this 4th \ (1, H. HOLMES

November, 18S2, before me,— j
H. J. Bomnso, Commissioner.

, Mr. J. Quilliam to The Chief Commissioner,
Sir, Moama 15 June 1882

I have the honor to state that I have abandoned the conditional purchase of 573 acres, made 
by me at Moama on 12th January last, and known as surveyed portion 94, parish of Benarca.

I remain, &c., .
^ . -------- JOHN QUILLIAM.
Aotice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—W.B., 30/10/82.

Mr. J. Quilliam to tho Crown Lands Agent at Moama.
, . . 12 January, 1882.

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application made this day,
_ ^ —--------— JOHN QUILLIAM.

_ Copy or Minutes on hack of Conditional Purchase Application.
Portion 94, parish^of Benarca, county of Cadell, of 573 acres, formed part of reserve 94a, notified 

the 22nd December, 18Go, and cancelled the 12th December, 1881. During the currency of reserve 94a 
portion 94 was improved by the lessees as follows:—Eencing, £183, erected in 1877 ; tank, £390, exca
vated in September, 1877 ; total, £573. The above portion is therefore fully improved, and has been 
applied for by this application, as a conditional purchase under the 12th section of the Lands Acts further 
Amendment Act. '

It is submitted that applicant’s request to withdraw his application cannot be complied with, and 
that the remaining necessary action with regard to the appraisement of the improvements be at once taken ; 
also, for report of Conditional Purchase Inspector.—Chas. Ed. PiycH, for Surveyor-General, 15th 
August, 1882.

C. [Alienation Act, section 13.]
District of Moama. _ _ No. 20 of 1882.
Application by John Q.uilliam, a minor, 19 years of ago, for the Conditional Purchase, without competition,

of 573 acres, unimproved Crown Land,
_ Received by me, with a deposit of £143 5s., this 12th day of January, 1SS2, at 10 o’clock; also, 

£5y Gs. on account of improvements under section 12, Act of 1880. ”
* L. S. DONALDSON,

Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.

. . 12 January, 1882.
1 am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion^of unimproved Crown Land hereunder deseiibed, containing 573 acres ; and I herewith 
tender the sum of £1.43 5s. being a deposit at the rate of 5a. per acre on the area for which I apply; also, 
10 per cent, of improvements making a total of £200 11s. ] am, &e., ’ ’

’ JOHN QUILLIAM,
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama, A Hear, near M oama.

. Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, 573 acres, block 94 (ninety four).

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P., No. 82-21.)
Report-.of an inquiry held at Moama, on the 4-th November, 1882, by H. J. Bolding, Commissioner for 

the South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of Albert Quilliam, made at Moama, 
on the 12th January, 1882—13 Sec.
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “Lands Acts Amendment A.ct of 1875,” held 
by me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882. in the matter of 
the above-described conditional purchase.

The claimant having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding tho inquiry was 
by agent present thereat.
,. . following facts bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase were

elicited m evidence, viz:—
The agent admits the selector has abandoned this land, as stated in his letter of 15th March last'. 
Licensed surveyor values improvements, £602 on 600 acres in March last.
?■ ^ave therefore to report that I find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditional purchase be forfeited. J have, &c.,
-------- H. J. BOLDING-.

Sec. 13, Ac. 600. Letter from claimant: intimating abandonment of conditional purchase is with 
proceedings; also, one from his agent waiving claim to usual seven days’ notice to attend inquiry, Pre
suming that such notice can he dispensed with, and that case is properly before Court; claimants’ a^ent 
gives evidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture. W.B.—21/4/83. Por forfeiture—A 0°M
1/5/83. Approved, J.S.R, 3/5/83. A. Quilliam informed, 9 May, 1883. ’

[Enclosures.]
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[Enclosures,'] -
Messrs. H. F. Frown, & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.

S'r! 21. Bxcliange Buildings. Pitt-street, 1 November, 1S82.
_ We have the honor to advise you that we have been requested by our client, Mr. Albert

Quilliam. who applied for a conditional purchase on the 12th January last, at Moama, as conditional 
purchase 82-21, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into tho conditions of his 
residence, and will waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen da vs.

We have, &c.,
----- yy H. H. Brown, & Co.

Albert Quilliam.
GrEORQE Henry Holmes, sworn, states : I am agent for Albert Quilliam, who selected on 12th January, 1882, 
600 acres, county Cadell, parish Benarca, which 1 am now authorized to state he has abandoned, as notified 
in his letter of loth June last.
Taken and sworn at Moama this 4th ) ' G-. H. HOLMES..

November, 1882, before me,— j '
H. J. Bolding, Commissioner.

Mr. Albert Quilliam to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir. . . Id J une, 1882.

J beg respectfully to inform you that I have abandoned the selection made by mo at Moama 
on the 12th January last, comprising 600 acres, in the parish of Benarca (surveyed portion 89), county 
Cadell. . Yours. &c.,

. , ALBERT QUILLIAM.
Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—MCB., 30/10/82.

Mr. Albert Quilliam to the Crown Lands Agent, Moama, 

1 wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application made this day.
12 January, 1882.

I have, &c,
---------------- ALBERT QUILLIAM.

Copy of Minutes on back of Conditional Purchase Application.
Portion 89, parish of Benarca, county Cadell, of (iOO acres, formed part of reserve 94a, notified the 

22nd December. 180d, and cancelled the 12th December, 1881. During the currency of reserve 94a, 
portion 89 was improved by the lessees as follows :—Poncing, £190. erected in January, 1879; tank, £192, 
excavated in February, 1879 ; ringing and clearing, £220, effected in January, 1879 ; total, £602, The 
above portion is therefore fully improved and has been applied for (by this application) as a conditional 
purchase under tho 12th section of tho Lauds Acts further Amendment A.ct. It is submitted that appli- 
eantis request to withdraw his application cannot be complied with, and that the remaining necessary 
netion with regard to the appraisement of the improvements be now taken ; also, for report of Conditional 
Purchase Inspector.—Chas. En. Enrol, for Surveyor-General, Id August, 1882. Approved, John E,

. , . C. [Alienation Act, section 13.]
District oi Moama. of 18 .
Application by Albert Quilliam, a minor, sixteen years of age, for the Conditional Purchase, without

competition, of 600 acres, unimproved Crown Land.
Received by me, with a deposit of £150, this 12fli day of January, 1882, at 10 o'clock ; also, £60 

on account of improvements, under section 12, Act of 1880.' *
L. 8. DONALDSON,

_ Agent for the sale of Crown Lands at Moama.
. 12 January, 1882.

I am desirous ot purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation A.ct of 
1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 600 acres : and I herewith 
tender the sum of £1.50, being a deposit at the rate of ds. per acre mi the area for which I apply ; also, 
10 per cent, of improvements, making a total of £210. “

I am, &c.,
ALBERT QUILLIAM,

To the Agent for the sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Altcar, near Moama.
Description.

County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, GOO acres, marked 89.

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-27).
Iteroni' of an inquiry held at Moama, on tho 4th November, 1882, by II. J. Bolding, Commissioner for 

tbe South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of Stephen Mappin, made at Moama 
on the 12th January, 1882.—13 Sec.
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of tho Honorable the Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “Lands Acts Amendment A.ct of 187d,” 
held by me in pursuance of tho reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the 
matter of the above-described conditional purchase.

The claimant having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, 
was, by agent, present thereat. . ^

, , r^ie following facts, bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase, were 
elicited in evidence, viz.:—

His agent admits this land lias been abandoned, as stated in selector’s letter of 22 March last. 
Licensed surveyor states, improvements arc worth £505 in January, 1879. I
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I have therefore to report that I find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 
that this conditional purchase be forfeited. I have, &c.,

--------  H. ,T. BOLDINCK
Sec. 13, Ac. 505.—Letter intimating abandonment of conditional purchase from claimant is with 

proceedings; also one from his agent waiving claim to usual seven days’notice to attend inquiry. Pre
suming that such notice can bo dispensed with, and that case is properly before Court, claimant's agent 
gives evidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—AV.B., 21/4/83. For forfeiture.—A.O.M., 

,1/5/83, Approved.—3/5/83. Stephen Mappin informed, 9 May, 1883.

[Enclosures.]

Messrs. 31. IT. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.
Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1SS2.

We have tho honor to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr. Stephen 
Mappin, who applied for a conditional purchase on the ,12th January last, at Moama, as conditional 
purchase 82—27, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his 
residence, and will waive any right or cliinr to a formal notice of fourteen days.

. We have, Ac.,
H. H. BROWN & CO.

S. Mappin.
(Tkorge Henry Holmes, sworn, states:—I am agent for Stephen Mappiu, who selected on 12 January, 
1882, 505 acres, county Cadell, parish Tamar, which I am now authorized to state he has abandoned, as 
notified in his letter of 22 March last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this 4th 1 Cr. H. HOLMES.

November, 1882, before me,— j
H. J. Bogihng, Commissioner.

Mr. Stephen Mappin to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir, Moama, 22 March, 1882.

I have 1 ho honor to inform you of my having abandoned the conditional selection made by 
me at Moama, on the 12th January, viz.:—surveyedbbek 19, parish Tamar, IVrioooln Run, county Cadell, 
as shown on Goverumcufc plan 595 acres. Lours, Ac ,

-------- STEPHEN MAPPIN.
Notice of abandonment for Commissioner.—W.B., 50/10/81.

Mr. Stephen Mappin to The Crown Lands Agent, Moama.
12 January, 1382.

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
STEPHEN MAPPIN.

Copy of Minnies on back of Conditional Purchase Application.
Portion 19, parish of Tamar, county Cadell, of 505 acres, formed part of reserve 92a extension, 

notified the 10th January, 1873, and cancelled the 12th December, 1881. During the currency of reserve 
92a extension, the following improvements were effected on this portion by the lessees of the run:— 
Fencing, £148, erected in February, 1878; tank excavated m 1878, £332 ; ringed timber, £25, effected in 
February, 1878 : total, £505. The above portion is therefore fully improved, and has been applied for 
(by this application) as a conditional purchase, under the 12th section of the .Lands Acts Further 
Amendment Act. _ _

It is submitted that applicant's request to withdraw his application cannot be complied with, and 
that the remaining necessary action with regard to the appraisement of the improvements be now pro
ceeded with; also, for report of Conditional Purchase Inspector.—Chas. Ed, PiA'cn for Surveyor- 
General, 15 August, 1882. Approved.—Joirv R. '

C. [Alienation Act. section 13.]
District of Moama, \ No. 27 of 1882.
Application by Stephen Mappin, fur tho Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 505 acres unim

proved Crown Land.
Received by me, with a deposit of £126 5s., this 12th day of January. 1882, at 1F30 o’clock.

‘ L. S. DONALDSON.
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.

8ir, 12 January. 1882.
1 am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 505 acres; ami I herewith 
tender the sum of £176 15s., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which I apply, and
1.0 per centum on value of improvements. 1 am, Ac.,

STEPHEN MAPPIN,
To the Agent for the Sals of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama.

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of, Tamar, 505 ncres, being meamrcct portion No. 19. I. am willing to 

purchase the improvement.;, and pay for them the value fixed by appraisement.

Mr.
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Mr. Commissioner Bolding to Tlie Chief Commissioner.
(O.P., No. S2-28.)
Kbi’Out of an inquiry held at Moama, on the 4th November, 1882, by H. J. Bolding, Commissioner for 

the South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of John Malone, made at Moama, 
on the 12th January, 1882.—13 Sec.
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “ Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” held 
by me in pursuance of tlm reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter of 
the above-described conditional purchase.

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, 
was by agent present thereat.

, , The following facts bearing upon tbe fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase were 
elicited in evidence, viz.: His agent admits the selector has abandoned this land. Licensed surveyor 
values improvements, £427 in January, 1879.

I have therefore to report that 1 find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 
that this conditional purchase be forfeited. 1 have &c.

-------- H. J. BOLDING.

Sec. 13, Ac. 426i—Letter intimating abandonment of conditional purehasc from claimant; also, 
letter from his agent waiving claim to usual seven days’ notice to attend inquiry with proceedings. Pre
suming that such notice can be dispensed with, and that case is properly before Court, claimant’s agent
gives evidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—W.B., 21/4/83. Por forfeiture._
A.O.M., 1/5/83. Appd.—J.S.P., 3/5/83. Juo. Malone, informed, 9th May, 1883.

[Enclosures.^

Messrs. H. H. Brown Co. to Mr. Commissioner Boldiim.
_ 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.

We have the honor to advise you that vve have been instructed by our client, Mr. John Malone, 
who applied for a conditional purchase on the 12th January last, at Moama, as conditional purchase No.
82-28, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his residence 
and will waive any claim or right to a formal notice of fourteen days. ’

Wc have, (to.,
H. H. BLOWN & CO.

J. Malone.
Geokge HeXrt Hot/mes, sworn, states: I am agent for John Malone, who selected on 12th January, 
1882, 42(1-I? acres, county Cadell, parish Tamar, which I am now authorized to state he has abandoned as 
notified in bis letter of 13th March last. ’
Taken and sworn, at Moama, this 4th l 

November, 1882, before me,— j
H. J. Boldin1o, Commissioner.

G. H. HOLMES.

- Mr. John Malone to the Chief Commissioner.
^r’ TT . , ' Moama, 13 March, 1882.

Having abandoned my selection of 4261 acres, in the parish of Tamar, and Couuiy Cadell I 
beg to inform you of same (portion 21). ' 1

I applied for the land at Moama, on the 12lh of January last.
I remain, &u.,

-------- JOHN MALONE.
Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner. W.B.,—30/10/82.

Mr. John Malone to the Crown Lands Agent, Moama. 

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
12 January, 1882. 

JOHN MALONE.

Copy of Minutes on back of Conditional Purchase Application.
.■a 1Vparish °f Tamar’ cou,lt>r Cade]]’ of 42Gs aCTGS= fo™ed part of reserve 92a extension,

notified the 10th January, 18/3, and cancelled the 12th December. 1881. During the currency of reserve 
.)2a extension the following improvements were effected on this portion by the lessees of therun:— 
hencing, A148, erected in hebruary, 1878 ; tank, excavated December, 1877, and protecting fence, £279 : 
total, £427. I he above portion is therefore fully improved, and has been applied for (by this application) 
as a conditional purchase under the 12th section of the Lands Acte Further Amendment Act.
■it, j. /a ^ 13 s . applicant's request to withdraw his application cannot be complied with, and
that the remaining necessary action with regard to the appraisement of tbe improvements be now pro
ceeded also, for report of Conditional Purchase Inspector—Chas. Ed. Finch, for Surveyor-General, 
lo August, 1882. Approved.—John B, 1 ’

885—C C.
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' C. ' [Alineation Act, section 13.]
District of Moama. No. 28, of 1882.
Application by John Malone, for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 426 acres 2 roods,

unimproved Crown Land.
[Received by me, with a deposit of £106 12s. Gd., this 12th day of January, 1882, at ll'BO o’clock,

. L. S. DONALDSON,
Agent for the sale of Crown Lands at Moama. 

Sir, 12 Jannaij, 1882.
I ana desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crmvn Laud hereunder described, containing 126 acres 2 roods; and X 
herewith tender the sum of £149 6s. 6d., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which 
I apply, and 10 per centum value of improvements. 1 am, &c.,

JOHN MALONH,
To the Agent for the sale of Crown Lands at Moama. * Moama.

Description. _
County of Cadell, parish of Tamar, 4261- acres, being measured portion No. 21. I am willing to 

purchase the improvements, and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement.

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to the Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-29.)
Ruport of an inquiry held at Moama on the 4th November, 1882, by H. J. Bolding, Commissioner for 

the South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of Bailey Ward, made at Moama 
on the 12th January, 1882.—13 See.
Sir, ' _ ■

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “ Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” 
held by me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter 
of the above-described conditional purchase.

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, 
was by agent present thereat.

The following facts bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase were 
elicited in evidence, viz.:—

His agent admits abandonment, as stated in selector’s letter of 10th March last. No report of 
improvements.

I have therefore to report that I find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 
that this conditional purchase be forfeited. I have, &c.,

H. J. BOLDING.

Sec. 13, Ac. 443f.—Letter intimating abandonment of conditional purchase from claimant 
is with proceedings ; also, one from claimant’s agent waiving claim to usual seven days’ notice, presuming 
that such notice can be dispensed with, and that case is properly before Court, claimant’s agent gives 
evidence of abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—W.B., 22/4/83. Por forfeiture.—A.O.M., 
1/5/83. Approved.—J.S.P., 3/5/83. B. "Ward informed, 9/5/83.

[Enclosures^]
Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.

Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-streot, 1 November, 1882.
We have tho honor to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr. Bailey 

"Ward, who applied for a conditional purchase on the 12th January last, at Moama, as conditional purchase 
82-29, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his residence, 
and will waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

I have, &c.
--------  H. H. BROWN & CO.

Bailey Ward.
George Henry Holmes sworn, states:—I am agent for Bailey Ward, who selected on 12th January, 1882, 
4431 acres, county Cadell, parish Tamar, wdiich I am now authorized to state he has abandoned, as notified 
in liis letter of 10th March last,
Taken and sworn at Moama, this I G. H. HOLMES.

4th November, 1882, before me,— J
H. J, Bolding, Commissioner.

Mr. Bailey Ward to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir, 10 March, 1882.

I beg to state that I have abandoned portion 25, parish Tamar, county Cadell, containing 
443f acres, and which I applied for at Moama on the 12th January of the present year.

I am, &c.,
--------  BAILEY WARD.

Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—31/10/82.

Mr. Bailey Ward to the Crown Lands Agent, Moama.

X wish to withdraw7 my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
12 January, 1882.

BAILEY WARD.
Copy
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Copy of Minutes on back of Conditional Purchase Application,
Portion 25, parish of Tamar, comity Cadell, of 443*■ acres, formed part of reserve 92a extension, noti

fied the 10th January, 1873, and cancelled the 12th December, 1881. During the currency of reserve 92a 
extension, the following improvements were effected on this portion by the lesees of the run:—^Fencing, 
£133, erected in February, 1878; tank and protecting fence, £223 (tank excavated in December, 1877); 
ringing timber, &c., £88, effected in the beginning of 1879: total, £444. The above portion is therefore 
fully improved, and has been applied for (by this application) as a conditional purchase, under the 12th 
section of the Lands Acts Further Amendment Act.

It is submitted that applicant’s request to withdraw his application cannot be complied with, and 
that action should probably be taken on the accompanying notice of abandonment.—F.W.W., 26th 
July, 1882. ’ ’

C.
[Alienation Act, section 13.]

District of Moama. FTo. 29, of 1882.
Application by Bailey Ward for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 443 acres 3 roods,

unimproved Crown Land.

Received by me noth a deposit of £110 18s. 9d., this 12th day of January, 1882., at 11’30 o’clock.
L. S. DONALDSON,

Agent for the sale of Crown Lands at Maoma.

Sir, 12 January, 1882.
1 am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 443 acres 3 roods ; and I 
herewith tender the sum of £155 6s. 9d., being a deposit at the rate of Gs. per acre on the area for which 
I apply, and ten per centum of the value of improvements—£44 8s.

I am, &c.,
BAILEY WARD,

To the Agent for the sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama.
■ Description.

County of Cadell, parish of Tamar, 443 acres 3 roods,being measured portion No. 25. I am willing 
to purchase the improvements and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement.

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to the Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-30.)
Repo nr of an inquiry held at Moama on the 4th November, 1882, by H. J. Bolding, Commissioner for 

the Sonth-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of William James Dakell, made 
at Moama on the 12th January, 1882.—13 Sec.
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “ Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” 
held by me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the 
matter of the above-described conditional purchase.

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, 
was by agent present thereat.

The following facts bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase 
were elicited in evidence, viz.:—

His agent admits that the selector has abandoned these 462 acres, as stated in the letter of 26th 
October last.

Improvements by surveyor’s tracing, valued at £462 in January, 1879.
1 have therefore to report that 1 find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditional purchase be forfeited. I have, &c.,
. H. J. BOLDING-.

Sec. 13, Ac. 462.—Letter intimating abandoment of conditional purchase from agent of claimant 
is with proceedings, as also one waiving claim to the usual seven days’ notice to attend inquiry. Presuming 
that such notice can be dispensed witii, and that case is properly before Court, claimant’s agent gives 
evidence as to adandomnent. Submitted for forfeiture.—W.B., 21/4/83. For forfeiture.—A.O.M.,
1/5/83. Approved.—J.S.F., 3/5/83. W. J. Dalzell informed, 9th May, 1883. ,

[Mtchsitres.]
Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.

Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.
Wo have the honor to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr. Wm. J, 

Dalzell, who applied for a conditional purchase on the 12 January last, at Moama, as conditional purchase 
82-31, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his residence, 
and will wave any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

We have, &c.,
H. H. BROWN & Co.

W. J Dalzell.
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W. J. Dalzell.
George Henry Homes, sworn, states: I am agent for William James Dalzell, who selected on 12th 
January, 1882, 462 acres, county Cadell, parish "Whuiboota, which I am now authorized to state he has 
abandoned, as notified in the letter of his agents, H. B. Brown & Co., of 26 October last.

Talcen and sworn at Moama this 4th) , G. H. HOLMES.
November, 1882, before me,— )

H. J. Bolding, Commissioner.

Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to the Chief Commissioner.
Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-streot, 26 October, 1882.

We are requested by our client, Mr. 'W. J. Dalzell, to advise you that be bas abandoned the 
selection made by him at Moama on the 12th January last, for 462 acres, being portion 41, parish 
IVamboota, countv Cadell. "We have, &c.,

' -------- H. H. BEOWN & Co.
Notice of abandoment, for Commissioner.—W.B., 30/10/82.

Mr. W. J. Dalzell to the Crown Lands .Agent.
January 12, 1882.

1 wrsn to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.J 1 ------------ 1 W. J. DALZELL.
Copy of Minutes on back of Conditional Purchase Application.

Portion- 41, parish of Warn boot,i, county Cadell, of 462 acres, formed part of reserve 92a, notified the 
22nd December, 1865, and cancelled 12th December, 1881. During the currency of reserve 92a, the 
following improvements were effected on this portion by the lessees of the run :—Fencing, £184, erected in 
February 1878 ; tank and protecting fence, £258, (tank excavated in October 1877) ; ringed timber, £20, 
effected in November, 1878: total improvements, £462. The above portion is therefore fully improved, 
and has been applied for, by this application, as a conditional purchase (82-30) under the 12th section 
of the Lands Acts Further Amendment Act. ... . .

It is submitted that applicant’s request to withdraw his application cannot be complied with, and 
that the remaining necessary action with regard to the appraisement of the improvements be now pro
ceeded with; also, for report of Conditional Purchase Inspector.—Cuas. R Finch (for Surveyor General), 
15/8/82. Approved Jonx It.

C ...
[Alienation Act, section 13.]

District of Moama. _ _ _ No- 30 of 1882.
Application by "William James Dalzell, for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 462 acres

unimproved Crown Land.
- ^Received by me, with a deposit of £115 10s., this 12th day of January, 1882, at 11'30 o’clock.

L. S. DONALDSON,
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. 

Sir, 12 January, 1882.
I am desirous of purchasing without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 462 acres; and I 
herewith tender the sum of £161 14s., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which 
I apply, and 10 per centum value of improvements. I have &c.,

W. J. DALZELL,
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama.

Description. _
County of Cadell, parish of "Wamboota, 462 acres, being measured portion No. 41. I am willing to 

purchase the improvements, and pay tho amount fixed by appraisement. .

Mr Commissioner Bolding to The Chief Inspector.
(C.P. No. 82-31).
Report of an inquiry held at Moama, on the 4th November, 1882, by H. J. Bolding, Commissioner 

for the South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of "William James Martin, made 
at Moama on the 12th January, 1882.—13 Sec.
Sir, ... . .

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “ Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” 
held by me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter 
of the above-described conditional purchase. _ _

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, 
was by agent present thereat. _

The following facts bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase were 
elicited in evidence, viz.;—

His agent admits the selector has abandoned this land, as stated in the letter of 26th October last. 
Licensed surveyor reports improvements, £489, on 489 acres in January, 1879.
I have therefore to report that 1 find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditional purchase he forfeited. I have, &c.,
--------  H. J. BOLDING.

Section 13, Ac 489.—Letter intimating abandonment of conditional purchase from agent of 
claimant, and also one waiving claim to usual seven days’ notice to attend inquiry, with proceedings.

‘ Presuming
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Presuming that such notice can be dispensed with, and that ease is properly before Court, claimant’s 
agent gives evidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—W.B., 21/4/83. For for
feiture,—A.O.M., 1/5/83. Approved.—J.S.F., 3/5/83. W. J. Martin informed, 9th May, 1SS3.

[Enclosures.']
_ Messrs. II. II. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.

Sir, 21 Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.
_ We have the honor to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr. Wm. Jas. 

Martin, who applied for a conditional purchase on the 20th January last, at Moama, as conditional pur
chase 82-31, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his residence, 
and will waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.' Wc have, &c.,

--------  ‘ H. H. BROWN & CO.
W. J, Martin.

Geojige Henry Holmes, sworn, states: I am agent for William James Martin, who selected on 
12th January, 1882,489 acres, county Cadell, parish Wamboota, which I am now authorized to state he has 
abandoned, as notified in the letter of his agents, II. H. Brown & Co., 20tli October last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this ] H. HOLMES.

4th November, 1882, before me,— j
II. J. Bolding, Commissioner,

_ Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir, ^ 21 Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 2G October, 1882.

Me are requested by our client. Mr. W. J. Martin, to advise you that he lias abandoned the 
selection, made by him on the 12th January last, for 489 acres, being portion 42, parish Wamboota, 
county Cadell. ' We have, &e.,

--------  H. H. BROWN & CO.
Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—W.B., 30/10/82.

Mr. W. J. Martin to the Crown Lands Agent, Moama. 

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
12 January, 1882, 

W. J. MARTIN.
Copy of Minutes on back of Conditional Purchase Application,

Portion 42, parish Wamboota, county Cadell, of 489 acres, formed part of reserve 92a, notified the 
22nd December, 1865, and cancelled the 12th December, 1881. During the currency of reserve 92a the 
following improvements were effected on this portion by the lessees of the run :—Fencing, £156, erected in 
February, 1878; tank, dam, and protecting fence, £333 (tank excavated in November, 1877): total, £489. 
The above portion is therefore fully improved, and has been applied for, by this application, as a conditional 
purchase under the 12th section of the Lands Acts Further Amendment Act.

It is submitted that applicant’s request to withdraw his application cannot be complied with, -and 
that the remaining necessary action with regard to the appraisement of the improvements be now pro
ceeded with; also, for report of Conditional Purchase Inspector,—Chas. Ed. Finch, for Surveyor- 
G-eneral, 15 Aug., 1882. Approved,—John R.

C. [Alienation Act, section 13.]
District of Moama. __ No. 31, of 1882.

Application by William James Martin for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 489 acres
unimproved Crown Land.

Received by me, with a deposit of £122 5s., this 12th day of January, 1882, at 11'30 o’clock.
L. S. DONALDSON,

Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.
Sir, _ _ 12 January, 1882.

I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 
1801, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 489 acres; and I here
with tender the sum of £171 3s., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which
1-apply, and 10 per centum of the value of improvements, £48 18s.

I am. &c.,
W. J. MARTIN,

To the Agent for the sale of Crown Lands at Moama, Moama.
Description.

County of Cadell, parish of Wamboota, 489 acres, being measured portion No. 42. I am willing to 
purchase the improvements, and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement.

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to the Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-33.)
Report of an inquiry held at Moama on the 4th November, 1832, by II. J. Bolding, Commissioner for the 

South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of Freeman Armitage, made at Moama, 
on the 12th January, 1882.—13 Sec.
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister for 
Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” held by 
me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in tho matter of 
1 he above-described conditional purchase. . The
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The claimant, having been only served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, was 
by agent present thereat.

The following facts bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase were 
elicited in evidence, viv,:—

His agent, Holmes, admits in evidence that the selector has abandoned this land, as acknowledged 
in his letter of 18th March last. - _

The Licensed surveyor, on tracing, reports improvements worth £435 in January last—date of
selection. , _ P ^ n , i

. I have therefore to report that I find such condition a not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend
that this conditional purchase be forfeited. I have, &c.,

F -------- H. J. BOLDING.
Sec. 13, Ac. 434f—Letter of abandonment bearing signature of applicant is with _ proceedings; 

letter herewith from claimant’s agent waiving claim to the usual seven days notice. Presuming that such 
notice can be dispensed with, and that case is properly before the Court, claimant’s agent gives evidence of 
abandonment. It is submitted conditional purchase is for forfeiture.—AV-B., 21/4/83. Por for
feiture—A. O.M., 1/5/83. Approved—J.S.P., 3/5/83. B. Armitage informed, 9th May, 1883.

[Enclosures^]
Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding. 

gjr 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.
We have the honor to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr. Ereeman 

Armitage, who applied for a conditional purchase on the 12th January last at Moama, as conditional pur
chase 82-33, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his residence, 
aud will waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

"We have, &c.,
--------  H. H. BROWN & CO.

Freeman Armitage.
Gkobgk Hekby Holmes, sworn, states: I am agent of Freeman Armitage, who selected on 12th 
January, 1882, 434| acres, county Cadell, parish Wamboota, which I am now authorized to state he has 
abandoned, as notified in Ms letter of 18th March last.
Taken and sworn at Moama this 4th 1 0. H. HOLMES.

November, 1882, before me,— j _ _
H. J. BoldlsG, Commissioner.

Mr. F. Armitage to The Chief Commissioner.
Sirj 18 March, 1882.

Please receive notice of my abandonment of the selection applied for by me at Moama on January 
the 12th, 1882, viz.:—Surveyed portion No. 44, of 434 acres 3 roods, in the parish of Wambootah, and 
forming part of cancelled reserve 92, county Cadell. I have, &c.,

--------  . F. ARMITAGE.
Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—W.B., 3/10/82. .

Mr. E. Armitage to the Crown Lands Agent at Moama.
January 12,1882.

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
:---------------- F. ARMITAGE.

Copy of Minutes on back of Conditional Purchase Application.
Portion 44, parish of Wamboota, county of Cadell, 434| acres, formed part of reserves 92a and 92a 

extension, notified the 22nd December, 1865, and 10th January, 1873 respectively, and cancelled the 12th 
December, 1881. During the currency of these reserves the following improvements were effected on this 
portion by the lessees of the run :—Fencing £155, erected in February, 1878 ; tank and protecting fence, 
£280 (tank excavated in December, 1877) : total, £435. The above portion is therefore fully improved, and 
has been applied for, by this application, under the 12th section of the Lands Acts Further Amendment Act. 
It is submitted that applicant’s request to withdraw his application cannot be complied with, and that the 
remaining necessary action with regard to the appraisement of the improvements be now proceeded with; 
also, for report of Conditional Purchase Inspector—Chas. Ed. Finch, for Surveyor-General, 15 Aug.,
1882. Approved.—John R.

C. [Alienation Act, section 13.]
District of Moama. ^ No. 33 of 1882.
Application by Freeman Armitage for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 434 acres 3 roods,

unimproved Crown Land.
Received by me, with a deposit of £108 13s. 9d.,this 12th day of January, 1882, at 11'30 o’clock.

’ L. S. DONALJSON,
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.

Sir, ' 12 January, 1882.
I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 434 acres 3 roods ; and 1 
herewith tender the sum of £152 3s. 9d., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which 1 
apply, and 10 per centum value of improvements—£43 10s. I am, &c.,

FREEMAN ARMITAGE,
41 High-street, West Prahran, Victoria..

To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.
Description. _ _

County of Cadell, parish of Wamboota, 434|- acres; being measured portion No. 44. I am willing 
to purchase the improvements, and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement. Mr.
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Mr. Commissioner Bolding to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82.-36.)
li.EPO]iT of an inquiry held at Moama on the 4th November, 1882, by H. J. Bolding, Commissioner 

for the South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of Denis Shanahan, made at 
Moama, on the 12th January, 1882. 13 See.
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “ Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” held 
by me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter of 
the above-described conditional purchase. ■

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, 
was by agent present thereat.

The following facts, bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase, 
were elicited in evidence viz.:—His agent admits abandonment by the selector, as stated in the letter of 
26th October last.

Licensed surveyor values improvements, £567, on ADS acres.
I have therefore to report that 1 find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditional purchase he forfeited.
I have, &c.,

H. J. BOLDING.

23

See. 13, Ac. 498.—Letter intimating abandonment of conditional purchase from agent of 
claimant, and also one waiving claim to usual seven days’ notice to attend inquiry, with proceedings. Pre
suming that such notice can be dispensed with, and that case is properly before Court, claimant’s agent 
gives evidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—'W'.B., 22/4/83. Por forfeiture.—A.O.M., 
—1/5/83. Approved. J.S.F., 3/5/83. D. Shanahan informed, 9 May, 1883.

[Enclosures.]
Messrs. H. II. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.

Sir. 21 Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.
"We have tho honor to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr. Denis 

Shanahan, who applied for aconditiona) purchase ou the 12th January last, at Moama, as conditional pur
chase No. 82-36, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his 
residence, and will waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

We have, Ac.,
H. H. Brown & Co.

Denis Shanahan.
Gnoitcu Hunhv Holmes, sworn, states: I am agent for Denis Shanahan who selected on 12th January, 
1882, 498 acres, county of Cadell, parish Beuarca, which I am now authorized to state he has abandoned, 
as notified in the letter of his agents, H. H. Brown & Co., of 26th October last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this ) G. H. HOLMES.

4th November, 1882, before me,—)
H. J. Boldikg, Commissioner.

Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to the Chief Commissioner.
Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 26 October, 1882.

We are requested by our client, Mr. D. Shanahan, to advise you that he has abandoned the 
selection made by him at Moama on the 12th January last, for 498 acres, being situate in the parish 
of Benarcn, county Cadell. .

We have, &c.,
H. H. BEOWN & Co.

Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—W.B., 30/10/82.

Denis Shanahan to the Crown Lands Agent, Moama.

I wisu to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
12 January, 1882.

DENIS SHANAHAN,

Copy of Minutes on hack of Conditional Purchase Application.
Portions 57 and 59, parish of Benarca, county Cadell, of 40.1 f acros and 96| acres respectively, 

formed part of reserve 94, notified the 18th February, 1863, and cancelled tho 12th December, 1881. Por
tions 57 and 59 also formed part of the Murray Eiver Forest Eeserve, No. 1,794, notified the 18th 
August, 1871, part of which including the above portions was cancelled on the 12th December, 1881. 
During the currency of these reserves the following improvements were effected on these portions by the 
lessees of the run:—On portion 57, tank and embankment, £270, constructed in November, 1877; another 
tank, £198, constructed in Aiigust, 1877; fence, £35, erected in 1877; clearing, £80, effected about the same 
time: total, £583. On portion 59, clearing, £19; portion 57 is fully improved, and portion 59 is im
proved to the value of £19. These portions have been applied for (by this application) as a conditional 
purchase under the 12th Section of the Lands Acts Further Amendment Act.

It is submitted that applicant’s request to withdraw’ his application cannot he complied with, and 
that the remaining necessary action ivith regard to the appraisement of the improvements be now pro
ceeded with; also, for report of Conditional Purchase Inspector.—Cuas. Ed. Flnch. for Surveyor- 
General, 15 Aug., 1882. Approved, John E.

0.
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C. [Alienation. Act, section 13.]
District of Moama. ]STo. 36 of 1882.
Application by Denis Shanahan for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 498 acres unim

proved Crown Land.
Received by me, with a deposit of £124 10s., this 12th day of January, 1882, at 10 o’clock.

L. 8. DONALDSON,
Agent for the Sale of Crown. Lands at Moama.

Sir, 12 January, 1882.
I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 498 acres; and ! here
with tender the sum of £164 13s. 6d., being a deposit at the rate of os. per acre on the area for which I 
apply, and 10 per centum of the value of improvements, £40 3s. Gd. I am willing to purchase the im- 
nrovements, and nay for them the amount fixed by appraisement.

. D. SHANAHAN,
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama.

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, 498 acres, being measured portions No. 57 and 59.

24

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to the Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-37.)
K-EroiLT of an inquiry held at Moama, on the 4th November, 1882, by H. J. Bolding, Commissioner for 

the South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of Reuben Jenner, made at Moama, 
on the 12th January, 1882.—13 See,
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister for 
Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “ Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” held 
hy me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Grazctte of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter of 
the above-described conditional purchase. .

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, was 
hy agent present thereat.

The following facts, bearing upon the fulfilment hy the selector of the conditions of purchase, were 
elicited in evidence, viz.:—

His agent admits the selector has abandoned these 451 acres, as stated in bis letter of 10th March 
last. Improvements reported on licensed surveyor’s tracing, worth £451 in A_ugust, 1879.

I have therefore to report that I find such conditions not to have been fulfiiled, and to recommend 
that this conditional purchase be forfeited. I have, <fcc.,

H. J. BOLDINO.
Sec. 13, Ac. 451.—Letter intimating abandonment of conditional purchase from claimant is with 

proceedings; also, letter from claimant’s agent waiving claim to usual seven days’ notice to attend inquiry. 
Presuming that such notice can be dispensed with, and that case is properly before court, claimant’s 
agent gives evidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—"W’.B. 21/4/83. Por forfeiture.
A.O.M. 1/5/83. Approved.—J.S.P. 3/5/83. R. Jenner informed, 9 May, 1883,

[Unelo&ures.]
Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.

Sir, ^ 21 Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.
We hare the honor to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr. Reuben 

Jenner, ivho applied for a conditional purchase on tho 12th January last, at Moama, as conditional 
purchase No. 82-37, to advise yon that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of 
his residence, and will waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

We have, Ac.,
--------  H. H. BROWN & CO.

Reuben Jenner.
George Henry Holmes, sworn, statesI am agent of Reuben Jenner, who selected on 12th January, 
1882, 451 acres, county of Cadell, parish of Benarca., xvhich I am now' authorized to state he has abandoned, 
as notified in his letter of 10th March last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this 4th ) (>, H, HOLMES.

November, 1882, before me,— j
H. J. Bolding, Commissioner.

Mr. Reuben Jenner to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir, Moama, 10 March, 1882.

I have the honor to advise you of my having abandoned the selection I applied for at Moama, 
on the 12th January last, and which contained 451 acres, in the parish- of Benarca, block 58, county 
Cadell. 1 am, &c.,

REUBEN JENNER.
Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—W.B., 30/10/82.

Mr. Reuben Jenner to the Crown Lands Agent, Moamo. 

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
12 January, 1882. 

REUBEN JENNER.
Copy



Copy of Minutes on back of Conditional Purchase Application.
Pori ion 5S, parish of Benarca. county Cadell, of 451 acres, fonmd part of reserve No. 94, notified 

tho ISlh .February, 1803. and cancelled the 12th December, 1881. Portion 58 also formed part of tho 
Murray lliver loroat .Reserve, notified the ISlh August, 1871, part of which including the above portions 
was cancelled on the 12th December, 1881. '

i During the currency of these reserves the following improvements wore effected on this portion :— 
Tank, £23G, constructed in August, 1877; fencing, £139, erected in 1877; clearing, £56, effected 
July, 1877: total, £451. The above portion is therefore fully improved, and has been applied for (by 
this application) as a conditional purchase under the 12th section of the Lands Acts li'urther Amendment 
■Act. It is submitted that applicant's request to withdraw his application cannot he complied with, and 
that the remaining^ necessary action with regard to the appraisement of the improvements be now pro
ceeded with ; also, for Conditional Purchase Inspector's report; tracing herewith.—Cn.vs. En. T’incu, 
for Surveyor-G-eneral, 15th August, 1882. Approved.—Joit.v II. ’

C. [Alienation Act, section 13.]
District of Moama. ]\T0 37 0f pggo.
Application by Keuben Jenner, for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 451 acres, 

_ unimproved Crown Land.
Deceived hy me, with a deposit of £112 10s. this 12th day of January, 1882, at 10 o’clock.

~ L. S. DONALDSON,
- Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.

^lr> 12 January, ] 882,
t 1 desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of

1861, tho portion of unimproved Crown Lands hereunder described, containing 451 acres ; and I here
with tender the sum of £157 17s., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which I 
aPPtyj ful<^ I® per centum value of the improvements.

J am willing to purchase the improvements, and pay for them the amount fised hy appraisement.
I am, &c.,

To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lauds at Moama.

IfKUBEN JENNER,
Moama.

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, 451 acres, being measured portion No. 58.

Mr. Commissioner .Holding to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-38.)
Report of an inquiry hold at Moama on the 4th November, 1882, by H. J. Bolding, Commissioner for the 

South-western Division, respecting the conditional purchase of John Mitchell, made at Moama on 
the 12th January, 1882.—13 Sec. _
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister 
for Lands, minutes of evidence taken a-t an inquiry under the “Lands Acte Amendment A.et of 1875,” 
held by me in pursuance of the referonce notiiied'in tho Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter 
of the above-described conditional purchase.

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, was. 
by agent present thereat.

The following facts, hearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase, 
were elicited m evidence, viz.His agent admits this land is abandoned, as stated in the selector’s letter 
of 23rd February last.

Licensed surveyor values improvements, £639 on 639 acres in March, 1879.
J- therefore to report, that I find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that tins conditiona] purchase be forfeited. I ]lave
-------- - H.’ J. BOLDING.

Sec. 13, Ac. 639. Letter intimating abandonment of conditional purchase from claimant is with 
proceedings; also, one from his agent waiving claim to usual seven days’ notice to attend inquiry. Pre
suming that such notice can ho dispensed with, and that case is properly before the Court claimant’s 
agent givosevidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—W.B., 21/4/83. Per forfeiture.— 
A.O.M,, 1/5/83. Approved.—J.S.P., 3/5/83. Jno. Mitchell informed, 9th May, 1883,

[Enclosures.']
Messrs. II. H. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.

S*r> , 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.
, Ac have the honor to. advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Air. John

Mitchell, who applied for a conditional purchase on 12th January last, at Moama, as conditional purchase 
ito advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his residence, 

and will waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.
We have, &c.,

H. H. BROWN & CO.
' J. Mitchell.

George Henry Holmes, sworn, states:—I am agent for John Mitchell, who selected on 12th January, 
acres, county Cadell. parish Benarca, which I am now authorized to state lie has abandoned, as 

notified in his letter of 23rd February last.
Taken and sworn, at Moama, this 4th I (3 jj HOLMES

November, 1882, before me,— j ...
H. J. Bolding, Commissioner.

885—D Mr.
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Mr. John Mitchell to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir, Moama, 23 February, 1832.

On the 12th January, 1882, I applied for 639 acres of Crown Land at the Moama office, in 
the county of Cadell, parish of Benarca, surveyed allotment 85, Pericoota run. I take this opportunity 
of writing to say that I have decided to give up and abandon any interest I have in the same.

I remain, &c.,
--------  JOHN MITCHELL.

Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—'W’.B., 31/10/82.

26

Mr. John Mitchell to the Crown Lands Agent at Moama.
. 12 January, 1882.

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
JOHN MITCHELL.

Copy of Minutes on Conditional Purchase Application.
Portion 85, parish of Benarca, county Cadell, of 039 acres, formed part of reserve No. 93a, notified the 

22nd December, 1865, and cancelled the 1st August, 1881. Portion 85 also formed part of reserve 2,846, 
notified the 24th August, 1881, part of which, including the above portion, was cancelled on the 12th 
December, 1881. During the currency of reserve 93a, portion 85 was improved by the lessees as follows:— 
Fencing, £102, erected in 1874 and 1878; tank, £358, excavated in December, 1877 ; ring-barking aud 
clearing, £179, effected in March, 1878: total, £639. ■

The above portion is therefore fully improved, and has been applied for (by tins application) as a 
conditional purchase under the 12th section of the Lauds Acis Further Amendment Act.

It is submitted that applicant’s request to withdraw liis application cannot be complied with, and 
that the remaining necessary action in regard to the appraisement of the improvements be now taken ; 
also, for report of Conditional Purchase Inspector.—Cuas. Eu. Frs’cn, for Surveyor-General, 15 August, 
1882, Approved.—Jonx It.

C. [Alienation Act, section 13.]
District of Moama. No. 38, of 1882.

Application by John Mitchell for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 639 acres unimproved
Crown Land,

Received by me, with a deposit of £159 15s., this 12th day of January, 1882, at 10 o’clock.
L. S. DONALDSON,

Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. 
Sir, 12 January, 1882.

1 am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 
1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 639 acres ; and I herewith 
tender the sum of £223 13b., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which I apply, and 
10 per centum of value of improvements.

I am willing to purchase the improvements, and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement,
1 have, &c.,

JOHN MITCHELL,
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama,

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, 639 acres, being measured portion No. 85,

Mr, Commissioner Bolding to The Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-39.)
Repoiit of an inquiry held at Moama on the 4th November, 1882, hy H. J. Bolding, Commissioner for 

the South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of Isaac Harris, made at Moama, on 
the 12th January, 1882. 13 Sec.
Sir, . . .

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister of 
Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “ Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” held by 
me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter of the 
above-described conditional purchase. _ _

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, was 
by agent present thereat. _

The following facts bearing upon the fulfilment hy the selector of the conditions of purchase were 
elicited in evidence, viz.:— _ -

His agent admits the selector has abandoned this selection. No surveyor’s tracing or report.
I have therefore to report that I find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditio]] al purchase he forfeited. I have, &c.,
1 H. J. BOLDING.

See. 13, Ac. 507f.—Letter intimating abandonment of the C.P., bearing the same signature as 
application, is with the proceedings ; also, letter from claimant’s agent waiving claim to usual seven days’ 
notice to attend inquiry'. Presuming that such notice can lie dispensed with, and that case is properly 
before Court, claimant’s agent gives evidence as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—Mr.B., 
21/4/83. For forfeiture.—A.O.M., 1/5/83. Appd.—J.S F., 3/6/83. Isaac Harris infd., 9th May,
1883. -----------------

, [Enclosures.']
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[Enclosures.^
Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.

Sir, _ 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 Kovemher, 1882.
We have tlie honor to advise yon that we have been instructed hy our client. Mr. Isaac Harris, 

who applied for a_ conditional purchase on the 12th January last. a,t Moama, as C.P. Ho. 82-39, to 
advise you that lie is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his residence, and will 
waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

We have, &c.,
--------  H. H. BEOWN & CO.

Isaac Harris.
(Jeorge HEirar HoLims, sworn, states: I am agent for Isaac Harris, who selected, on 12th January, 
1882, 507!- acres, comity of Cadell, parish of Benarca, which, I am now authorized to state, he has aban
doned, as notified in his letter of 12th March last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this 4th l Gr. H. HOLMES.

November, 1882, before me,— j
H. J. Bolding, Commissioner.

27

Mr. Isaac Harris to The Chief Commissioner.
Dear Sir, _ 12 March, 1882.

I beg to inform your Department that I have abandoned my claim to the conditional purchase 
I took up at Moama on 12th January last, which conditional purchase contains 507 acres 3 roods, situated 
on cancelled reserve 93, and may otherwise be described as surveyed block No. 88, in the parish of 
Benarca, and count}' of Cadell. I remain, &c.,

--------  ISAAC HAEBIS.
Minutes on above.

Portion 88, parish of Benarca, County Cadell. of 507^ acres, formed part of reserve 93a, notified 
22nd December, 1865, and cancelled the 1st August, 1881. Portion 88 also formed part of reserve 2,846, 
notified the 24th August, 1881, paid of which, including the above portion, was cancelled on the 12th 
December, 1881. During tho currency of reserve 93a the following improvements were effected hy the 
lessees on this portionFencing, £160, erected in November, 1877, aud March, 1878; tank, £200, 
excavated in September, 1877; ringing aud clearing, £15.1, effected in March, 1878: total, £511. The 
above portion is therefore, fully improved, and has been applied for, by C.P. application 82-39, under the 
12th sec. of the Lands Acts Further Amendment Act.

It is submitted that applicant's request to withdraw' his application cannot be complied with, and 
that action should probably he taken on this notice of abandonment.—P.W.W., 26/7/82. Chas. Ed. 
Pinch, for Surveyor-General, 8/9/82. Notice of abandonment for Commissioner, 31/10/82.

Mr. Isaac Harris to the Crown Lands Agent at Moama.
, _ _ , 12 January, 1882.

I wish to withdraw' my conditional purchase application, lodged with you this day.
‘ ISAAC HAEBIS.

C. [Alienation Act, section 13.
District of Moama, ... No, 39, of 1882.
Application hy Isaac Harris for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 507 acres 3 roods unim

proved Crow'll Land.
Received by me, with a deposit of £126 18s. 9d., this 12th day of January, 1882, at 10 o’clock.

L. S. DONALDSON,
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama,

Sir, _ ' 12 January, 1882.
I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 507 acres 3 roods ; and I 
herewith tender the sum of £177 14s. 3d., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which 
I apply, and 10 per centum of value of improvemeuts, £50 15s, 6d. I am wdlling to purchase the improve
ments, and pay tor them tho amount fixed by appraisement.

ISAAC HAEBIS,
Moama.

To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.
Description.

County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, 507-f- acres, being measured portion No. 88.

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to the Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-41.)
Eepout of an Inquiry held at Moama, on the 4th November, 1882, hy H. J. Bolding, Commissioner for 

tho South-western Division, respecting the conditional purchase of 'William Wilson, made at Moama, 
on the 12th January, 1882.—13 Sec.
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister for 
Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “Lands Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” held by 
me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter of the 
above-described conditional purchase.

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry, 
was by agent present thereat. 'j}ie
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The foUoTviug faetj bearing upon tho fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase vero 
elicited in evidence, viz.:—

His agent admits abandonment, as stated in selector’s letter of 12th March last.
No report of improvements.
I have therefore to report that 1 find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditional purchase be forfeited. 1 have, &c.,
--------  H. J. HOLDING-.

Sec. 13, Ac. 455i.—Letter intimating abandonment of conditional purchase from claimant is with 
proceedings ; also, one from his agent waiving claim to usual seven days notice to attend inquiry. Presuming 
that such notice can be dispensed with, and that case is properly before Court, claimant’s agent gives 
testimony as to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.— W’.B., 22/4/83. Por forfeiture.—A.O.M., 
1/5/83. Approved,—J.S.P., 3/5/83. William Wilson informed, 9tb May, /83.

28

[Enclosures.']

William Wilson.
G-eojioe Hexrv Iloiinis sworn, states :—X am agent for William Wilson, who selected on 1.2th January, 
1882, 453-*- acres, county Cadell, parish Benarca, which I am now authorized to state he has abandoned as 
notified in his letter of 12th March last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this 4th ) G. II. HOLMES.

November, 1882, before me,— }
H. J. Bolbiso, Commissioner.

Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.
Sir, 21 Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.

We have the honorto advise youthatwe have been instructed by our client, Mr. Wm. Wilson, 
who applied for a conditional purchase on 12th Januaiy last at Moama, as C.P. No. 82-41, to advise you 
that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his residence, and will waive any right 
or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days. We have, Ac.,

------------------ H. H. BEOWN A CO.
Mr. William Wilson to The Chief Commissioner.

Sir, 12 March, 1882.
I have tho honor to state that I have finally abandoned the conditional purchase of 4551 acres, 

selected by me at the Crown Lands Office, Moama, on the 12th January ult.
The above land is the north and east part of block No. 93, and 34J- acres adjacent ou the west, 

countv of Cadell, parish of Benarca. ■ I have, Ac.,
' -------- WILLIAM WILSON.

Minutes on above.
Portion 93, parish of Benarca, county Cadell, of 420f- acres, formed part of reserve 94a, notified the 

22nd December, 1865, and cancelled the 12th December, 1881. During the currency of reserve 94a, the 
following improvements were effected on this portion:—Two tanks, one excavated in November, 1877, value 
£182, the other commenced in 1877 and finished in 1879, value £239; fencing worth about £113 : total, 
£543. Previous to the notification of the reserve 94a, sheep yards of the value of £34 were erected on 
this portion. The above portion is therefore fully improved, and has along with portion 75, parish of 
Benarca, of 32a- acres been applied for, by conditional purchase application 82-41, under the 12th section 
of the Lands Act Further Amendment Act. It is submitted that applicant’s request to withdraw his 
application cannot be complied with, and that action should probably be taken on this notice of abandon
ment.—E.W.W., 26/7/82. Chas. Ed. Futch, for Surveyor-General, 8/9/82. Notice of abandonment, 
for Commissioner, 31 /10/82.

Mr. William Wilson to the Crown Lands Agent at Moama.

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application lodged this day.
12 January, 1882. 

WILLIAM WILSON.
C. [Alienation Act, section 13.]

District of Moama. No. 41 of 1SS2.
Application by William Wilson, for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 455 acres 2 roods,

of unimproved Crown Lands.
Eeceived by me, with a deposit of £113 17s. 6d., this 12th day of January, 1882. at 10 o’clock.

‘L. S. DONALDSON,
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.

Sir, 12 January, 1882.
I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

3.861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 455 acres 2 roods ; and I 
herewith tender the sum of £177 17s. 6d., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for 
which I apply, and 10 per centum value of the improvements, £64.

I am willing to purchase the improvements, and pay for them the amount fixed hy appraisement,
I am, Ac.,

WILLIAM WILSON,
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lauds at Moama. Moama.

Description. _
County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, 455 acres 2 roods, being that portion of measured portion No. 

93 not reserved from lease, and 34f- acres to the west, and knowrn as portion No. 78.

Mr.
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Mr. Commissioner Bolding to the Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. Eo. 82-42.)
Uepoijt of flu Inquiry held fit Mofima, on the 4th ^fovemhci-, 1882, by II. J. Bolding, Commissioner 

for the South-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of Patrick Condon, made at 
Moama, on the 12th January, 1882. 13 Sec.
Sir,

-c r j 1 ^aVe tlie 1'0n0r to trailsmit hei-cwith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister 
evidence taken at an inquiry under the “Lands Acts Amendment Act of 

1875,’' hold by me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of tho 7th December, 1882, in 
the matter of the above-described conditional purchase. ’

Tho claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding' the inquirv was 
by agent present thereat, 1 "
.. . following facts hearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase were

elicited in evidence, viz,: His agent admits these 409 acres have been abandoned, as stated in the letter 
of 12th March last.

Ko report from licensed surveyor.
I have therefore to report that I find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditional purchase be forfeited. I have &c.
H. J. BOLDING'.

29

_ Sec, 13, Ac. 409. Letter of abandonment from claimant is with proceedings, as also one from 
claimant s agent, waiving claim to the usual 7 days’ notice to attend inquiry. Presuming that such notice 
can bo dispensed with, and that ease is properly before court, claimant's agent gives evidence of abandon- 

Submitted for ioLleiturc.-W.B., 21/4/83. Por forfeiture.—A.O.M., 1/5/8'J. Approved.— 
3/u/S3. Patk. Condon mfd., 9 May, 1883. ■

[Enclosures.]
Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding.

^r’ 2.1 Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.
We have the honor to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr. Patrick 

Condon, who. applied for a conditional purchase on the 12th January last, at Moama, as conditional 
purchase bio. 82-42 to advise you that he is desirous of your holding au inquiry into the conditions of 
ins residence, and will waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

"We have, &e.,
--------  H. H. BEOWN & CO.

Sir,
Mr. Patrick Condon to The Chief Commissioner.

12 March, 1882.
. Having selected the following Crown Lands,I have elected to abandon the area included in my 

application dated at Moama, the 12th January last, county of Cadell, parish Benarca, being measured 
portion 9G of 409 acres in cancelled reserve 94, Pericoota Eun.

I have, &c.,
bis

PATEICK x CONDON.
mark.

Minutes on above,

oo j Portion 90, parish of Benarca, county Cadell, of 409 acres, formed part of reserve 94a, notified the 
22nd .December, 1865, and cancelled the 12th December, 1881. During the currency of reserve 94a the 
following improvements were effected by the lessees of the run on this portionEeneing, £84, erected in 
' a™ar-','j 18/8; tank and dam, £225, excavated in August, 1877 ; sheep yards, £100, erected in January, 
1878: total, 409. The above portion is therefore fully improved, and has been applied for as a con
ditional purchase (82-42) under the 12th section of the Lands Act Eurtker Amendment Act. It is sub
mitted that applicant’s request to withdraw his application cannot be complied with, and that action 
should probably be taken on this notice of abandonment.—E.W.W., 26 July, 1882, Chas. Ed. Einch 
for Surveyor-General, S Sep., 1882. Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner, 31/10/82. *

[Enclosures.] 

Patrick Condon.
^r.oIlf^r,'l^EXET ^0!^rES> sworn, states: I am agent for Patrick Condon, who selected on 12th January, 
1882 409 acres, co. Cadell, parish Benarca, wdiich I am now authorised to state lie has abandoned as 
notified m his letter of 12th March last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this 4th ) Cj-, H. HOLMES.

November, 1882, before me,— j ...
H. J, BoLnrau, Commissioner.

Sir,
Mr. Patrick Condon to the Crown Lands Agent, Moama,

■*"’ T 12 January, 1882.
k request that you wull bo pleased to allow me to withdraw the application for conditional 

purchase lodged by me with you this day. his

Witness—G. H. Holmes.
PATEICK x CONDON, 

mark.
C.
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District of Moama.
[Alienation Act, section 13.] 

JTo. 42 of 1882.
Application by Patrick Condon for tlie Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 409 acres unim- 

' proved Crown Land.
Deceived by me, with a deposit of £102 5s., this 12th day of Januaiy, 1882, at 10 o clock.

' L. S. DONALDSON,
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.

Sir, . . , . T T j2 J^uaf7’ 1SA82' ,
I am desirous of purcliasuig witLout compctitiou, under the Crown Jjands Alienation Act oi 

1S61, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 409 acres; and I herewith 
tender the sum of £143 3s, being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for winch 1 apply, and 
10 per centum value of tlie improvements, £40 18s. .

I am willing' to purchase the improvements, and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement,
0 J 1 am, &c., his

PATEICK x CONDON.
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. mark.

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, 409 acres, being measured portion No. 96.

Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to The Chief Commissioner. 
g;r 21 Exchange Buildings, Pitt-streot, 30 October, 1882. _

’ AVe have the honor, on behalf of our client Mr. William Dean, to apply fora refund of deposit 
on the conditional purchase taken up by him at Moama, on the 12th January last, for 2871 acres, as con
ditional purchase 82-40, and we would also respectfully request that you will grant a refund at the same 
time of £20 12s., being the amount paid by our client as 10 per cent, deposit on supposed value of im-
provements.^fu^d for 0]1 tbo grounds that, as the land was not improved to 20s. per acre,it did
not come within tho meaning of the 12th clause of the Act of 1880.

We have, &c.,rr xt dt>a wm Hr nn

Copy of Minutes on back of Application.
By attached memo, applicant desires to withdraw' this application.

Portion No. 90, parish Benarca, county Cadell, of 2874- acres, formed part of reserve IN o. 94a,
notified 22nd December, 1865, and cancelled 12th December, 1881.

During the currency of reserve No. 94a. the following improvements were efleeted on this portion 
by the lessees°of the ran:—Fencing, £113, erected in 1878: ringing and clearing, £93, effected in March,
1879: total improvements, £206. . ^ v , i -j •

In view of the above, it is submitted -whether this application (C.P. 82-40) be declared void m 
accordance with recent Supreme Court decision in Bernholt’s case, the only circumstance to distinguish 
tho present ease from that mentioned, being that the improvements were effected during the currency ot 
areserve. Clause 12, Act of 1880, does not apply to this case, the improvements being worth less than

^ The above-mentioned improvements cannot be embraced in a measurement of 40 acres or upwards 
according to Regulations, to contain a pound’s worth to the acre.—Chas. Ed. Pracir, for the Surveyor-
General, 24 August, 1882. _ r n-tmon

Void; the land not being open to conditional purchase as applied lor.—A. UAL, 2o/9/82.
Applicant (ps.), refund order; agent aud Treasury informed, and 10 per cent, deposit refunded,

30th October, 1882.

Mr. W. Dean to the Crown Lands Agent, Moama. 

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application, lodged this day.
12 January, 1882. 

W. DEAN.
C. [Alienation Act, section 13.]

District of Moama. u „ ■^0‘
Application hy William Dean, for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 287 acres 2 roods,

unimproved Crown Land.
Eeceived by me, with a deposit of £7117s. 6d., this 12th day of Januaiy, 1882, at 10 o clock.

J L. S. DONALDSON,
Ao-ATit fer the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.

gjr 12 January, 1882.
3 I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Jjands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 287 acres 2 roods; and I 
herewith tender the sum of £92 9s. Gd., being a deposit at the rate of os. per acre on the area for which I 
apply, and 10 per centum value of the improvements, £20 12s. _

I am willing to purchase the improvements, and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement.
J am, &c,,

WILLIAM DEAN,
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama.

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, 287 acres 2 roods, being measured portion No. 90.

Messrs.
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Messrs, H, H. Brown & Co. to The Under Secretary for Lands.
Sir, 21 Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 30 October, 1882,

_ AYe liave tho honor, on behalf of our clients Messrs. Bobortson & AYagner. the lessees of County Caddi,
Pericoota Bun, to respectfully request that you will cause the portion of land noted in the margin being 1“^ 'portion 
refused conditional purchase of E. C. J. Eranlslyn. gazetted for auction sale at as early a date as possible. No-43'24

AYe have, &c„ acm-
--------  H. H. BROWN & CO.

, portion was advertised for sale on 18th January last, at £-1 8s. Sd. per acre, hut withdrawn 
previous to sale.—R.M., 20/11/82. Mr. Rotton,—Eor auction at the previous upset price.—P.AY.AY.,
28 November, 1882.

31

Mr. E. C. J. Pranklyn to the Crown Lands Agent at Moama.
_ . 12 January, 1882.

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application, lodged this day.
. E. C. J. PRANKLYN.

Copy of Minutes on hack of Conditional Purchase Application.
By attached Memo, applicant desires to withdraw this application.

Portion No. 43, parish of AYamboota, county, Cadell, of 245J acres, formed part of Reserve No. 
92a. notified the 22nd December, 1865, and cancelled the 12th December, 1881. During the currency of 
this reserve, and since July, 1876, fencing to the value of £45 was placed upon the above portion by tbc 
lessees.

In view of the above, it is submitted whether this application (C.P. S2-32) be declared void in 
accordance with recent Supreme Court decision in Bernhole s case, the only circumstance to distinguish 
the present case from that mentioned being that the improvements were effected during the currency of 
a reserve.

Clause 12, Act of 1880, does not apply to this case, the improvements being worth less than £1 
per acre.

The above improvements cannot he embraced in a measurement of 40 acres or upwards according 
to Regulations, to contain a pound's worth to the acre.—Chas. En. Pisch, for Surveyor-General, 24th 
August, 1882. A7oid ; the land not being open to conditional purchase as applied for.—A.O.M., 25/9/82. 
Applicant with refund order; agent and Treasury informed, 16 October, 1882.

C. [Alienation A.ct, section 13.]
District of Moama. No. 32 of 1882.
Application by Edmund Charles Jones Pranklyn for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of

245 acres 2 roods, unimproved Crown Land.
Received by me, with a deposit of £61 7s. 6d., this 12th day of January, 1882, at 11-30 o’clock.

L. S. DONALDSON,
Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama.

Sir, _ _ 12 January, 1882.
I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 245 acres 2 roods ; and I 
herewith tender the sum of £65 17s.6d.,being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which I 
apply, and 10 per centum of the value of improvements, £4 10s.

To the Agent for

I am, Ac.,
EDMUND CHARLES JONES PRANKLYN,

Avoea Cottage, Bosisto-street, Richmond,
AHctoria.

the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama,
_ Description.

County of Cadell, parish of AYomboota, 245 acres 2 roods, being measured portion No. 43,
I am willing to purchase the improvements, and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement.

Mr. Commissioner Bolding to the Chief Commissioner.
(C.P. No. 82-35.)
R-rvobi of an Inquiry held at Moama, on the 4th November, 1882, hy H. J. Bolding, Commissioner for 

the south-western Division, respecting the Conditional Purchase of AVilliam Townsend, made at 
Moama on the 12th January, 1882.—13 Sec.
®ir> _ _ _ 4 November, 1882.

t J have tlie honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Honorable the Minister for 
Lands, minutes of evidence taken at an inquiry under the “ Jjands Acts Amendment Act of 1875,” held by 
me in pursuance of the reference notified in the Gazette of the 7th December, 1882, in the matter of the 
above-described conditional purchase.

The claimant, having been duly served with notice of the time and place of holding the inquiry,was 
by agent present thereat.

. , The following facts,bearing upon the fulfilment by the selector of the conditions of purchase, were 
elicited in evidence,.viz :—His agent admits abandonment, as stated in the selector's letter of 12th March 
last.

No report of improvements.
I have therefore to report that I find such conditions not to have been fulfilled, and to recommend 

that this conditional purchase be forfeited. 1 have, Ac.,
H. J. BOLDING.

--------  Sec. 13.
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See. 13, Ac. 36*.—Letter intimating abandonment of conditional purchase from claimant ; also, 
one from bis agent, waiving claim to usual seven days' notice, with proceedings. Presuming that such 
notice can be dispensed with, and that ease is properly before Court, claimant’s agent gives evidence as 
to abandonment. Submitted for forfeiture.—W.B., 22/4/83. Por forfeiture.—A.O.M., 1/5/83. 
Approved.—J.S.P., 3/5/83. '\\7m. Townsend informed 9th May, 1883.

Volunteer Order Selection.
Application by Alexander William Robertson, and John Wagner (Robertson & Wagner), of Pericoota 

Station, if. S. Wales, for a grant of 50 acres of land, under clauses 41 and 45 of the Volunteer 
Regulation Act of 1867.

Received with certificate, this tenth day of August, 1883, at 10 o’clock.
. ‘ EDWD. G-. MARKHAM,

Land Agent, Deniliquin.
8 August, 1883.

In virtue of the enclosed certificate, wc hereby apply for a grant of 50 acres of unimproved Crown 
Land, hereunder described. EOBLRTSOK & WAGNER,

Pericoota, Moama,
The Land Agent, Deniliquin. _ _ (Per A. M. 0 Dwteh, Agent).

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, being the western portion of block 53, of 79 acres. Com

mencing at the south-west corner of portion No. 53 of 79 acres, parish Benarca; thence due north 19 
chains 50 links ; thence due east along the north boundary of portion No. 53. about 25 chains 50 links ; 
1,hence due south about 21 chains 9 links to the south boundary of portion No. 53 ; thence due west about
25 chains 50 links to starting point, to include the area applied for—50 acres. .

Being part of forfeited conditional purchase, William Townsend, 3G4 acres, 12/1/82. forfeited m
Government Gazette, 10th July, 1883. •;------- . ir

Application made in virtue of certificate No. 2,527, issued to gunner Robert Mllierson ; ±>2 Jos. 
subdivision fee, paid ; applicant warned that 40 acres must be left after subdivision—Down. G. Maukham, 
10/8/83. .

Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to the Under Secretary for Lands.
21 Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 10 July, 1883.

’ We have the honor on behalf of our clients, Messrs. Robertson & Wagner, the lessees of 
Pericoota Run, to respectfully request that you will have brought forward for auction sale at as early a 
date as possible the forfeited selections as per Schedule on other side hereof.

We would point out to you that these selections are all measured portions, and are all very valuably- 
improved to tbc extent of 20s. per aero and over that sum, and arc therefore not open to Conditional
purchase. _

Trusting that our request may be comqdied with at au early date.
" We have, &e.,

H. H. BROWN & CO.

c.s.
i)
31
1)
33
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33
Ji
JJ
JJ
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83-1,4*17 Dep. 
„ 1,418 „
„ 1,419 „
„ 1,420 „
„ 1,421 „
„ 1,422 „
„ 1,423 „
„ 1,424 „
„ 1,423 „
„ 1,420 „
„ 1,427 „
„ 1,428 „
„ 1,429 „
„ 1,430 „
„ 1,431 „

„ C+34 „
„ 1,435 „
., 1,486 „
„ 1,437 „
„ 1,438 „
„ 1,439 „

Moama—now Deniliquin. 
82-33 "Freeman Armituge......... . .. 12-1-•82 434i acres*

12 James Boadcn................. 395 j>
42 Patrick Condon ............. 409 u
30 Wm. Jas. Dulzell ........ 462 n
11 Jas. Soley ..................... * • Ji 210£ it
39 Isaac Harris ................. . .. ■ >j 507| tt
37 Bcuben Jenner ............. 451 tt
15 Duncan Leitch................. 542*- tt
28 John Malone ................. 426i t>
27 Stephen Mnppin............. 505 tt
31 Wm. Jas. Martin............. 4S9 j>
38 Jno* MitclielL .................. 639 jj
17 Tlios. Norman................. 320 jj
20 Jolin Quilliftm................. E73 ii
21 Albert Quilliam ............. 600 i»
10 Ley Roiv ......................... 550a j?
36 Denis Shanahan ............. 498 ii
14 John Slocombe, jun......... 306| ti
16 Fmtk. St. George ..... . 526 11
35 Wm. Townsend ............. 364 JJ
29 Bailev Ward ................ 4-141 »
13 Annie Wedgwood ......... 480* JJ

?> 41 William Wilson ............. jj

Total............................ . 10,591 acres.

[jEticbstire.]
Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to Mr. Commissioner Bolding, 

gjrj 21 Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1 November, 1882.
We have the honor to advise you that we have been instructed by our client, Mr, Win, 

Townsend, who applied for a conditional purchase on the 12th January last, at Moama, as conditional pur
chase No. 82-35, to advise you that he is desirous of your holding an inquiry into the conditions of his 
residence, and will waive any right or claim to a formal notice of fourteen days.

We have, &c.,
H. H. BROWN & CO.

___________ Wm.
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"Wm, Townsend.
GfeOEGE Henry HoIjMJSH, sworn, Hfcntca:—I am agent of 'William Townsend, wlio selected on 12th Januaiy, 
1882, 364 acres, county Cadell, parish Benarca, which 1 am now authorized to state he lias abandoned, as 
notified in his letter of 12th March last.
Taken and sworn at Moama, this 4th day of | 

” - |November, 1882, before me,-
H. J. Bolejng, Commissioner,

G-. H. HOLMES.

Sir,
Mr. W. Townsend to The Chief Commissioner.

_ 12 March, 1882.
I have the honor to advise you that I have abandoned the selection applied for hy me at 

Moama on tlie 12th January, 1882, viz., being measured portions Nos. 52 and 53, parish Benarca, county 
Cadell, containing 364 acres, I have, &c

_ -------- ’ W TOWNSEND.
_ Minutes on the above.

Portions 52 and 53, parish Benarca, county Cadell, of 285 acres and 79 acres respectively, formed 
part of reserve 93, notified the 18th February, 1863. These portions also formed part of the Murray 
Biver Forest Eeserve No. 1,794, notified the 18th August, 1871, part of which including the above por
tions was cancelled on the 12th December, 1881. Eeserve No. 93 was cancelled the 1st August, 1881. 
The above portions were also within reserve No. 2,846, notified the 24th August, 1881, part of which 
including those portions was cancelled the 12th December, 1881. During the currency of reserve No. 93 
and the Murray Eiver forest reserve No. 1,794, the following improvements were effected on portions 52 
and 53 by tho lessees:—On portion 52, tank and well-constructed dam, £190, excavated September, 1877; 
fence, £88, erected in October, 1877; clearing, £57, effected in December, 1877: total, £285. On por
tion 53; clearing, £15 ; fence, £15: total, £30.

Portion 52 is therefore fully improved, and portion 53 improved to the value of £80.
It is submitted that applicant’s request to withdraw his application cannot be complied with, and 

that action should probably he taken on this notice of abandonment.—Chas. En. Finch, for Surveyor-
G-cneral, 8 Sept., 1882. --------

Notice of abandonment, for Commissioner.—31/10/82.

Mr, W. Townsend to the Crown Lands Agent at Moama.

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application, lodged this day.
12 January, 1882.

W. TOWNSEND.

C. [Alienation Act, section 13.1 
District of Moama. 35 0f 1882.

Application by William Townsend for the Conditional Purchase, without competition, of 364 acres
unimproved Crown Land.

Eeceived by me, with a deposit of £91, this 12th day of January, 1882, at 10 o’clock.
L. S. DONALDSON,

Agent for the Sale of Crown Jjands at Moama.
... 12 January, 1882.

I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 
1861, the portion of unimproved Crown Lands hereunder described, containing 364 acres; and I herewith 
tender the sum of £122 12s., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which I apply, and 
10 per centum value of improvements.

I am willing to purchase the improvements, and pay for them the amount fixed by appraisement.
I am, &c.,

m , t , WILLIAM TOWNSEND,
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama,

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Benarca, 364 acres, being measured portions 52 and 53.

The Under Secretary for Finance and Trade to The Under Secretary for Lands.
Subdivision Fee—Yolnnteer Land Order.

The Treasury, N. S. Wales, 25 August, 1883.
I have the honor to inform you that the sum of £2 15s., being estimated cost of subdivision of 

a measured portion, mentioned below, was credited on the 15th August, 1883.
District, Deniliquin; names, A. W. Eobertson and J. Wagner; area, 50 acres; selected in virtue 

of Y.L.O, No. 78-73; portion 53, 79 acres. 1 have, &c.,
W. NEWCOMBE,

(For the Under Secretary).

Sir,

The Surveyor-General to The Under Secretary for Lands.
Minutes on Alienation, 83-3,716.

The Y.L.O. application enclosed (78-73) is for part of portion No. 53, parish of Benarca, county of 
Cadell, being forfeited conditional purchase of Wm. Townsend, containing 79 acres. As the area applied 
for (50 acres) if measured, would leave a balance of less than 40 acres, the application is therefore 
recommended for refusal.—Eon. D. Fitzgerald, for Surveyor-General, 21 April, 1884.

Submitted that subdivision of the portion be refused.—E.H.D., 24/4/84. O.O., 29/4/84.
Approved. J.S.F., 29/4/84. Cancelled. Applicant, with certificate and refund voucher. Land Agent 
and Treasury informed,—1/5/84.

885—E ----------------- H.
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County Cadell, 
parish Benarca, 
portion 90,
2i7 acres 
2 roods.

Messrs. II. II. Brown, & Co. to The Under Secretary for Lands.
Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, October, 31. 18S2.

~Wc have the honor, on behalf of our clients, Messrs. Eobertson & "Wagner, the lessees of 
Pericoota Eun, to respectfully request that you will cause tho portion of land noted in the margin, being 
refused conditional purchase of William Dean, to be gazetted for auction sale at as early a date as possible.

We have, &c..
--------  H. H. BBO WX, & Co.

Minutes on above. *
The portion was advertised for sale on 18th January last, at £1 19s. 3d. per acre, but withdrawn 

previous to that date.—E.M., 20 Xov., 1SS2. Mr. Botton,—Por auction at the previous upset price.
—E.W.W., 28/11/82. ---------------- -

Mr. E. Barbour to The Hon. The Minister for Lands.
Sir, Sydney, S August, 1883.

Of tho many petitions I have had the honor of presenting to yourself and tho Parliament, I 
never had the pleasure of handling such a thoroughly honest and earnest petition, nor from so thoroughly 
loyal and patriotic a people, as the one I now present from the people of the Murray electorate in the 
Moama district. .

I commend every line of the petition to your most earnest consideration, and I have to ask, for the 
sake of the permanent settlement of a most important portion of Xew South Wales, to withdraw the whole 
of the forfeited selections from lease for fear that tlie improvements should be tampered with, and also to 
reserve the whole from sale for water-supply or other public purposes.

In this way the laud will be preserved from passing into the hands of monopolists, and au oppor
tunity will be given for making provision for such cases in the new Land Bill. It may also give a chance 
for placing thereon a large addition to our population of hardy yeomen.

Truly yours,
----------------- EOB. BAEBOUE-

(Petition presented by Mr. Eobert Barbour )
Tlie Hon. Minister of Lands, Sydney,—

The Petition of the Residents and Farmers of Pericoota and district humbly showeth :—
That Crown Lands to the amount of 16,000 acres on the Pericoota Eun, so far back as 1863 and 

I860, wras reserved from sale upon the representation of the lessee for the purpose of water reserves : that 
tho said lands commencing on the right bank of the Murray and exteuding back a distance of from 7 to 10 
miles from the river by 1 mile wide, and in some cases only 1 mile apart.

That the public received no benefit from these reserves but the object in obtaining them was to bar 
settlement by bona fide selection contiguously in the district.

That under the different Land Acts of the Colony the lessees have acquired in various ways land to 
the extent of 80,000 acres in direct antagonism to the settlement of the district. Selection has only 
obtained 20,000 acres, or one quarter of what has been handed over to the lessees in fee simple, and where 
selection has taken place it is of a very scattered nature on account of these reserves intersecting the 
settlement. Children may be seen going to school a distance of 16 miles to and fro.

Notwithstanding the unfavourable report of Messrs. Rankin and Morris, of the Deniliquin settle
ment, not 2 per cent, of bona fide selectors on the Pericoota Eun have parted with their holdings.

That, during the years 1877 and 1878, while these lands were reserved from sale, the lessees effected 
improvements, in defiance of a G-overoment Gazette notice to the contrary, for the purpose of compelling 
the Government to sell to the said lessees, by virtue of these improvements, thus claiming to buy the land 
when it was not for sale.

That, during the month of January, 1882, these reserves were revoked and advertised for sale, and 
that, upon the public attempting to secure a portion of the said reserves, the lands were fraudulently 
selected hy employees, &c., and when inquiry was called for by the public, the only redress wo got was the 
removal of the Lauds Office from Moama to Deniliquin, compelling the bona fie selectors to travel a 
distance of 50 and in some cases 70 miles; and. further, wo view with alarm the fraudulently selected 
portions being now7 revoked, fearing they will fall into the hands of the lessees, and further swell their 
already overgrown estates. _

That these lauds are suitable for settlement, and would be taken up by bona fide selectors, and im
provements paid for if opportunity were granted, and would thereby enhance the prosperity of the district.

That the families of the present selectors and others require the land for settlement, we therefore 
would humbly ask the Hon. Minister for Jjands to reserve these lands from lease and sale until after the 
passing of the Xew' Land Act.

And your petitioners, as in duty hound, will ever pray.
August 3rd, 1883.

[Here follow 100 signatures.]

Minutes ou Misc. 83-15,015. .
Tire questions for consideration in this case are,—

(1.) "Whether the land is to be offered for auction, as being fully improved it is not open to con
ditional purchase.

(2.) It being decided not to do so, whether it shall be reserved from sale and lease as desired by 
the within petition.

(3.) If neither of the foregoing courses is taken, whether the run within which the area is 
situated should not be reappraised, in order that a rental may be obtained for it.

(4.) "Whether, if this be decided upon, tbe lessees should be cautioned, that while having the use 
of the improvements, which are the property of the Crown, against removingthem, or other
wise interfering with them in such a manner as to depreciate their value—reasonable wear 
and tear excepted—and informed that no improvements made upon the land, either before or 
after the forfeiture of conditional purchases will under any circumstances be deemed to 
confer any privilege of purchase.—C.O., 21/8/83.

For the present the land in question should neither be offered at auction nor reserved from sale.
The

34
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■The area may be re-appraised as suggested and tbe suggestions in tbe fourth (4) paragraph should be acted 
upon.—.T.S.b’., 25/8/83. r

R. Barbour, M.P., and Messrs. H. II. Brown & Co., informed 29th August, 1883.
Memo. _____

The lands mentioned in the enclosed papers were with one exception, of portion 75, Bernaca, of 32-1- acres, 
advertised for auction at Moama on the ISth January, 1882, but were withdrawn on account of the con
ditional purchase mentioned.

_ They formed part of revoked reserves in the neighbourhood of the River Murray; and were improved 
■during the currency of the reserves, in most eases up to and above, one pound per acre.

The selections were taken up on the 12th January, 1882, under clause 12 of the Act of 1880, and 
have been forfeited for abandonment.

The upset prices in January, 1882, varied from £1 Ss. lid. to £2 11s. 6d. per acre.
It is presumable that even now these lands are improved to the extent of £1 per acre, and if so, it 

may be a question whether Jbey are now open to conditional purchase under clause 12 of tho Act of 1880, 
<>r whether that clause having once operated after tho cancellation of the reserves, it is not now inopera
tive, aud the lands consequently barred from conditional purchase under any clause by reason of beinfr 
improved to the extent of £40.—R.II.'D., 20/7/83. b

Minutes on the above.
Perhaps the upset price for these lands may bo fixed at £2 per acre 

J.G.B., 24/7/83 1 Total area, 10,591 acres.—

The lands referred to are forfeited conditional purchases, and being improved, Idoubt whether they 
are open to conditional purchase. The lands were such as came within the operation of the 12th clause 
u and that .clause having- operated they are now forfeited conditional purchases, and

should, I think, be dealt with as such, unless it is thought desirable to allow action to remain in abeyance 
pending legislation.
am o Tlle Ian<1 ‘S an eseePtionally valuable character, and should, I think, not be offered at less than 
£2 1 Os. per acre. If offered at this price, the value of tbc improvements need not be considered.—C.O., 
1/8/83. __________ _

Messrs. H. II. Brown & Po. to The Under Secretary for Lands.
21 Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 1G July, 1883.

\V e have the honor on behalf of our clients Messrs. Robertson and Wagner, the''lessees of 
Pericoota Run to respectfully request that you will have brought forward for auction sale at as early a 
date as possible the three yoided selections mentioned on tho other side.

We would point out to you that these three conditional purchases were voided as, according to law 
the land being part of an improved cancelled reserve and not improved to 20s. per acre was not open to 
eelecfcl0n- Wc have, &c.,

nu on „ . ---------- H. II. BROWN & Co.
onn C-P• 812-.32- Moama-, now Deniliquin.—E. C. J. Pranklyn, 12/1/82, 245£ acres, voided 16th October, 

1882, as not being open to conditional purchase.

Sir,

. C.P. 82—40. Win. Dean, 21/1/82, 287T acros voided 30th October, 1882, as not being open to con
ditional purchase. _____

C.P. 82-34. John Hunter, 12/1/82, 236 acres, voided 30th October, 1882, as not beino- open to 
conditional purchase, _______ _

. _ Minutes on Ain, 83-3,162.
The lands herein mentioned, viz., portions 43 and 49, "VVamboota, and 90 Benarca, county of Cadell, were 
advertised for auction sale at Moama on the ISth January, 1882, but withdrawn on account of the condi
tional purchases mentioned. '

Ihey formed part of revoked reserves in the neighbourhood of the river Murray; and with many 
Olliers were presumed to have come within the scope of Clause 12 of the Act of 1880. “

They were advertised for auction at £1 8s. Sd., £1 11b. Gd., and £119s. 3d. per acre, f.a., they each 
contained improvements (put on during the currency of the reserve) over and above £40, but not to the 
extent oi £1 por acre. .

. The conditional purchases have been declared void for two reasons:—1st, Because the measured 
portions contained improvements to the value of £40; and 2nd, Because they did not contain improve
ments to the value of £1 per acre, to bring them within the scope of clause .12 of Act of 1880, t.e., to
enable them to be conditionally purchased under that clause.

Vrhct,lcr llle P01^0^ are to go to auction; and if so, at what upset price.—R.H.D.,
■iU/ ^ foo. •

Suggested portion 43 of 245J acres at.......................... £2 per acre
.. 49 23G „ .......................... £2 „
i) 90 287 a- ,, ... ... ... £2 „

urn i-j-w , '69 . J.G-.B., 23/7/83.
, , “J10 0J1D difference between this case and 83-3,163 is that the conditional purchases within referred
to have been voided, and those mentioned in the paper quoted have been forfeited. If offered at auction 
rq q i co r n ln lke flU(l °fiered at a similar upset price to those referred to in paper

The Minister having decided by minute of 25/8/83 on Misc. 83-15,015 that “ Per the present the 
JaMm question (that referred to in Ain. 83-3,163) should neither be offered at auction nor reserved from 
sale, out that the area may be re-appraised.” These lands may be treated in a similar manner—they form 
part of the block.—B.H.D., 1/9/83. P.H.W., 1/9/83. Tcs.—C.O., 3/9/83.

Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to The Under Secretary for Lands.
®lr’ 1 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 31 October, 1882. County Cadell,

,, . , _VVe/lavethc honor, on behalf of our clients, Messrs. Robertson and Wagner, the lessees of fW1'
lencoota Run, to respectfully request that you will cause tho portion of land noted in the margin, being 49, Nacres.

refused
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refused conditional purchase of John Hunter, Ko. S2-34, Moama, to be gazetted for auction sale at as 
early a date as possible. "We have, &e.,

--------  H. H. BROWN & CO.
Mr. Rotton,—For auction at the previous upset price.—F.W.W., 28/11/S2.

. 38

Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co. to The Chief Commissioner.
Sir, 21, Exchange Buildings, Pitt-street, 30 October, 1882.

We have the honor, on behalf of our client, Mr. John Hunter, to apply for a refund of deposit 
on the conditional purchase taken up by him at Moama on the 12th January last, for 230 acres, on the 
grounds that, as the land was not improved to 20s. per acre, it did not come within the meaning of the 12th 
clause of the Act of 1880. We would also respectrally request that you will grant a refund at the same 
time of £7 Ids., being 10 per centum deposit paid on supposed value of improvements.

We have, &c.,
H. H. BROWN & CO.

Mr, John Hunter to The Crown Lands Agent at Moama. 

I wish to withdraw my conditional purchase application, lodged, this day.
12 January, 1882. 

JOHN HUNTER.

Copy of Minutes on Application.
Bx attached memo, applicant desires to withdraw this application. Portion 49, parish of Wamboota, county 
Cadell, of 236 acres, for mod part of reserve 92a, notified 22nd December, I860, and cancelled the 12th 
December, 1881. During the currency of this reserve, and since July, 1876, fencing to the value of £65, 
and ringing to the value of £12, were effected on the above portion by the lessees of the run. Total im
provements, £77. .... ,

In view' of the above, it is submitted whether this application (conditional purchase. 82-34) bo 
declared void, in accordance with recent Supreme Court decision in Bemholt’s case; the only circumstance 
to distinguish the present case from that mentioned being that the improvements were effected during the 
currency of a reserve. Clause 12, Lands Acts Purther Amendment Act of 1880 does not apply to this 
case. The above-mentioned improvements cannot be embraced in a measurement of 40 acros or upwards, 
according to Regulations to contain a pound’s worth to the acre.—Chas. Ed. Finch, for Surveyor-General, 
24th August, 1882. .

Void.—The land not being open to conditional purchase as applied for.—A.O.M., 25/9/82.
Applicant (p.) refund order. Agent and Treasury informed, and 10 per centum refunded. 

—30th October, 1882. -----------------
0. [Alienation Act, section 13.]

District of Moama. No, 34 of 1882.
Application by John Hunter, for the conditional purchase, without competition, of 236 acres

unimproved Crown Land,
Received by me, with a deposit of £59, this 12th day of January, 1882, at 11'30 o’clock.

' L. 8. DONALDSON,
Agent for the sale of Crown Lands at Moama.

gjj 12 Januaiy', 1882.
I am desirous of purchasing, without competition, under tho Crown Lands Alienation Act of 

1861. the portion of unimproved Crown Land hereunder described, containing 236 acres; and I herewith 
tender the sum of £66 14s., being a deposit at the rate of 5s. per acre on the area for which I apply, and 
10 per centum value of improvements £7 14s. I am willing to purchase the improvements, and pay for 
them the amount fixed by appraisement. I am, &c.,

JOHN HUNTER,
To the Agent for the Sale of Crown Lands at Moama. Moama.

Description.
County of Cadell, parish of Wamboota, 236 acres, being measured portion No. 49.

Pericoota Holding.
After hearing the statement made by tbe agent, I am of opinion that tbe lessee’s original proposal may 
be adopted, as I consider tbe state will profit more by these highly improved lands being let at a proper 
rental for which tbe law provides; as an unsuccessful attempt bas been made to settle a population on the 
land by selection.—F.A.W. _

Pericoota Reserves.
These papers are now forwarded for action in accordance with the decision of the Secretary for Lands on
83-15,015 Misc., enclosed.—C.O., Under Secretary, Dept. Lands, B.C., 20/12/83. The Under Secretary 
for Mines. ---------------- -

Minutes hereon.
The land referred to being neither sold nor reserved from lease at time of last appraisement (1880) 

was, no doubt, included in that appraisement. .... ,,
The area upon which rent is now being paid is twenty-eight sections, and, as several reserves from 

lease have been made out of the original water reserves, there cannot be even that area now available for 
leaBe. Francis Gerard, 4 January, 1884.

The suggestion of the Under Secretary for Lands concerning a fresh appraisement of this run 
seems to have been made under a misapprehension of circumstances.
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Tlie reserves from sale referred to constituted tlie area of twenty-eight sections which were appraised 
in 1880, and for which the yearly rent of £100 is now paid. .Any appraisement now made would lie upon 
a reduced area, as portions of the reserves from sale appear to have been withdrawn from lease since tho 
appraisement now in force was made.

Jt is recommended tliat fresh consideration should be given to tbc request preferred under tbe 
light of the information now supplied.—T.W.H.. Oce. Lands, 10 January, 1881.

tSubmitted.—11AV., 14/1/S4.
Approved—J. P. Abbott, 1 ti/1 /SI. Submitted, that at present there would seem to be no

need to proceed further with this case.—It.II.I)., 5/2/84. J1’. H AVr., 0/2/84. In view of the further 
information there is not. It was previously assumed that tbe land having been conditionally purchased, a 
rebate of rent had been allowed.—C.O., 7/2/84. Por approval. Approved.—J.S.P., 8/2/84. Mr.
Houston,—Are these lands within a “ leasehold” or a “ resumed area” ? If tho latter, it might be worthy 
of consideration whether they should he declared a special area under section 24.—Jt H.D., 14/8/85.

Within the leasehold area of Perricoota Holding, Central Division, Ko. 343, Gazetted 11 July, 
1885. Attention is invited to the decision of the Acting Secretary for Lands (copy enclosed) on the 
question submitted as to whether these lands should he placed in the leasehold or resumed area.—W.H., 
18/8/85. Mr. De Low. Put away.—H.H.D., 19/8/85.

Sidney : Thomas HiehatOs, Government Printer.—188d-
£i*. ed.] 300

300----J!
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1885-0.

Legjslative Assembly.

N 33 W SOUTH WALES.

SALE 0E GOVERNMENT LAND, CAREENING COVE.
(TO EXECUTORS OF THE LATE EDWARD LORD.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 20 June, 1SS(3.

RETU R jN to an Address adopted hy the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of 
New South Wales, on 28th January, 1886,—That there he laid upon the Table of 
tins House,—

“ Copies of all papers and plans relating to the sale by the .Government of 
“ hmd at Careening Cove to the Executors of the late Edward Lord.”

(Mr. Abbott.J

so. SCHEDULE, PAGE,
1. Application by Mr. E. Lord, for special purchase of 1 acre I rood, situated on Careening Cove, county of Cumber

land, with enclosure. 25 March, 1S7G................................................................................................................... 3
2. The same hy the same, to reclaim and purchase land, below high-water mark, situated on Careening Cove, county

of Cumberland, with enclosure. 25 March, 1S7C................................................................................................. 3
3. The Under Secretary for Mines to the Under Secretary for Lands, wrth minutes. 30 September, 1881............... 3
4. Memorandum hy the Surveyor-General and Engineer-m-Chief for Harbours and Rivers, with minutes and two

plans. 5 October, 18S1........................................................................................................................................... 4
5. The same by the same, wrth minutes and two plans. 5 October, 1881....................................................................... 4
6. The same hy the same, with minutes............................................................................................................................. n
7. Tire Under Secretary for Lands to the Under Secretary for Mines, 10 March, 18S2................................................ 5
8. The Under Secretary for Mines to the Under Secretary for Lands, with minutes. 12 April, 1882 ...............   5
3. The Under Secretary for Lauds to Mr. K Lord. 22 December, 1882....................................................................... 5

10. Mr. E. Lord to the Under Sccretaiy for Lands, with minutes, 27 December, 1882................................................ 5
11. Gazette Notice. 13 February, 1883............................................................................................................................... 6
12. The same. 13 February, 1883........................................................................................................................................ 6
12) , Memorandum by tlie Surveyor-General, with enclosure. 2G June, 1883................................................................ 7
13. Memorandum by the Secretary for Lands, with minutes. 30 August, 1883.............................................................. 7
13) . Mr. R. P. Abbott to the Under Secretary for Lands, with minutes and enclosures. 11 September, 1883.......... 8
14. The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. R. P. Abbott. 12 September, 1883...................   10
15. Memorandum by District-Surveyor Woolryoh, with minute. 24 September, 1883................................................   10
1C. Surveyor R. 11. Mackenzie to the Surveyor-General, with minutes ami plan. 10 October, 1883................................ 11
17. Petition by residents of East St. Leonards. 15 October, 1883......................................................................   II
18. Question by Mr. Levien, M.P., with answer by the Secretary for Lands. 25 October, 1883.................................. 11
19. Tbe same by Mr. Melville, M.P., with the same. 7 November, 1883....................................................................... 11
20. The same by Mr. McElhone, M.P., with the same. 4 December, 1883. ..........................................................  12
21. Mr. 11. O. Holterman, M.P., to tbe Secretary for Lands, with inmutes, 4 December, 1883................   12
22. The Under Secretary for Lands to B. O. Holterman, M.P. 19 March, 1884............................................................. 12
23. The same to the Crown Solicitor. 20 June, 1884.........................................................................................................  12
24. The same to Mr. E. Lord. 20 June, 1884...........................         12
25. Memorandum. 27 June, 1884........................................................................................................................................  13
26. The Crown Solicitor to the Under Secretary for Lands. 30 June, 1884...................................................................... 13
27. Memorandum by tlie Sectetary tor Lands, with enclosure, 30 June, 1886................................................................. 13
28. Memorandum with minutes aud enclosure. 2 October, ] 884........................................................................................ 13
29. The Undersecretary for Lauds to The Honorable R. P. Abbott, M.L.C. 3 October, 1884 .......................................... 14
30. Tlie Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to tlie Secretary for Lauds, with minutes. 8 October, 1884......................... 14
31. Appointment of an Appraiser by the Minister for Lands. 9 December, 1884............................................................ 14
32. The Under Secretary for Lands to the Crown Solicitor. 9 December, 1884.............................................................. 14
32). The same to the Representatives of the late Mr. E. Lord, 9 December, 1884........................................................ 15
33. The same to the same. 11 December, 1884................................................................................................................... 15
34. Memorandum by the Secretary for Lands. 12 December, 1884.................................................................................. 15
35. The Crown Solicitor to tlie Under Secretary for Lands. 12 December, 1884............................................................. 15

G2D—A

[805 copies—Approximate Cost of Pi in ting (labour and material), £33 os. 6d.]
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so. _ Page.
36. Appraiser Bayley to the same, with eiiulosiu’c. 15 December, ] 884   15
37. The (Jrown Solicitor to the same, witii minutes .mil plan. 6 May, 1885........................................................... 16
38. Gazette Notice. 24 June. 1885.............................................................................................................................. J6
39. Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to the Secretary for J.ands, 11 July, 1885.................................................. 1C
40. The same to the Colonial Secretary, with minutes and enclosure. 11 July, 1885.......................................   17
41. The same to the Colonial Treasurer, with the same. 11 July, 1885.............................................................................. 17
42. The same to tlie Secretary for Works, with the same. 11 July, 1885.......................................................................... 17
43. The same to the Attorney-General, with the same. llJuly, 1885............................................................................... 17
44. The same to the Secretary for Mines, with the same. 11 July, 1885............................................................................ IS
45. Executive Council Minute, with minutes. 25 July, 1885...........................................................................................  IS
46. Memorandum by the Metropolitan and Coast District Surveyor, with minutes and plan, 17 September, 1885.... 18
47. Mr. Forest Ranger M'Keown to the Under Secretary for Lands, with minutes. 28 October, 1885......... 19
48. Mr. P. Hayes, Chairman of the Neutral Bay .Steam Ferry Company (Limited), to the Secretary for Lands, with
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49. Mr. T. Suiiimerbcll, Manager of the Neutral Bay .Steam Ferry Company (Limited), to tlie Under Secretary for

Lands, with minutes. 6 November, 1885............................................................................................................. 19
50. The Under Secretary for Lauds to Mi. P. Hajes. 10 November, 1885....................................................................... 19
51. The same to Mr. T. Summerbell. 10 November, 1885.................................................................................................  20
52. The same to the Honorable E. P. Abbott, M.L.C. 10 November, 1885.....................................................................  20
53. The same to Mr. Forest EiUlger M'Keoun. 10 November, 1885........................................................................ 20
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55. Mr. T. Summerbell to the Under Secretary for Lands. 11 November, 1885.............................................................. 20
56. Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to the Secretary for Lands, with minutes. 11 November, 1885......................... 21
57. The Under Secretary for Lands to the Council Clerk, East St. Leonards. 14 November, 1886........ .................... 21
58. Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to the Secretary for Lands. 17 November, 1885.............................   21
59. The Metropolitan and Coast District Surveyor to tlie Under Secretary for Lands, with plan. 20 November, 1885. 21
60. Mr. T. Summerbell to the Under Secretary for Lauds. 21 November, 1885..................................................... 22
61. The Under Secretary for Finance and Trade to the Undei Secretary for Lands, with minute. 25 November, 1885. 22
62. The Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to the same. 18 December, 1885............................................   22
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66. The same to the same, with enclosure. 25 January, 1S8G.......................................................................................... 24
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t



213

SA.LB OI1 GrOYEllNMENT LAND, CAREENING- COVE.

No. 1
E. M. Lord, Esq., to The Secretary for Lands.

[Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861.—sections fl, 10, 11, and 12.]
Application to purchase under section 12.

®'ri Town Hall, Sydney, 25 March, 1S“G.
I nave the honor to apply, pursuant to the 12th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act 

or 1861, for the rescission of tho reservation of water frontage of the land hereunder described.
Appended hereto is a plan illustrative of this application, together with a receipt showing that the 

sum of £5 has been deposited in the Treasury on account thereof.
I have, Ac.,

--------  E. M. LOED.
Description of land applied for.

Iw the grant of land situated on Careening Cove, of l acre 1 rood to John Lamb, as por plan accom
panying this application. '

Eeceived the above-mentioned sum of £5, on account of the foregoing application.

Colonial Treasury. Sydney, 25 March. 1870.
VICTOR COHEN,

(For the Colonial Treasurer).

No. 4,7St.

[Enclosure."]

SUSPENSE ACCOUNT.

_ _ New South Wales, The Treasury, 25 March, 1876.Kkceived from lid want Lord, the sum of £5 sterling, for deposit ou application for the rescission of reservation of water 
frontage, under 12th clause, Land Act 1861.—Careening Cove, county Cumberland.

... VICTOR COHEN,
____________________________ (Pro Treasurer).

No. 2.
E. M. Lord, Esq., to The Secretary for Lands.

[Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1801—sections 9,10,11, and 12.]
Application for special purchase under section 9.

®’r> Town Hall. Sydney, 25 March, 1876.
J. have the honor to apply, pursuant to the 9th clause of the Lands Alienation Act of 1861, 

for the reclamation and purchase of lands below high-water mark of the land hereunder described.
Appended hereto is a plan illustrative of this application, together with a receipt showing that the 

sum of £5 has been deposited in the Treasury on account thereof.
1 have,

--------  E. M. LOED.
Description of land applied for.

All that portion of land on Careening Cove, in part of the grant of 1 acre 1 rood to John Lamb, more 
particularly described in plan accompanying this application.

Received the above-mentioned sum of £5, on account of the foregoing application.
„ , . VICTOR COHEN,
Colonial Treasury, Sydney, 25 March, 1.876. (For the Colonial Treasurer).

[Enclosure.]

SUSPENSE ACCOUNT,
.. . , New South Wales, The Treasury, 25 March, 1876.Received from Reward Lord, tlie sum of £n sterling, for deposit on application to reclaim and purchase land below high- 
water mark, under Otli clause, Land Act 1801.—Careening Covcj county Cumberland.

£5' . VICTOR COHEN,

No. 3.
The Under Secretary for Mines to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Shi . Department of Mines, Sydney, 30 September, 1881.
With reference to the matter of the extension of High-street, St. Leonards, through the 

properties of E. Lord and P. Hayes to the waters of Port Jackson, at the point between Careening Cove 
and Reutral Ray, the usual reservation of 100 feet from high-water mark is contained in the 
deeds of grants of the land that would he affected should such street be carried out; and as it appears 
that applications have been made for the purchase of the rescission of that reserve, I am directed by tbe 
Secretary for Mines to ask that such applications be not granted until the question of compensation for 
the land required for such extension hag been settled. 1 have, ■&<?,.,

--------  I-IARRIE WOOD.
Minutes
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Minnies on Ko. 3.
Mr, Peyton,—10/10/HI.
Mr. McGruinn,—A list of tlie applications by Mr. Lord is enclosed. Tlicy should probably be 

referred to Engineer-in-Chief, Ac., and Surveyor-General, for further report in connection with this letter, 
before submitting for the approval of the Secretary for Lands.—S.L.P., 12/10/31. Por approval.—J. McG-., 
14/10/81. P.H.W., 15/10/81. Ihe Eiigincer-iii-Chicf and Surveyor-General.—C.O., 15.C., 10/10/31.

Mr. Stopps,—Por any necessary remarks you will probably remember that I proposed to do what 
is herein requested, but you directed me to deal with the enclosed applications independently of the road 
question,—S. L, Pevtcw, 12/11/81. _

’When I stated that the applications referred to might be advanced a stage or two it was not then 
proposed to open High-street to the water’s edge, but to deal with the "Wbaling Koad under a special bill, 
but when the Mining Department undertook to extend High-street and to compensate Mr. Lord for loss 
of land, attention was drawn by this branch to the fact that applications from Mr. Lord were in the office 
to purchase the rescission of the water frontage reserve, and also the right to reclaim, and the Mines have 
taken action by requesting that such applications may not be granted at present.—A.J ,S., 12/tl/Sl.

Mr. Peyton,—In view of this letter I caused the action on tlie applications to be stayed, but Mr. 
Stopps’ directions to deal with them independently of the road was without qualification, and it might, 
perhaps, be pointed out that it was proposed to recommend a compliance witii applications S.P. /G-1G, 
for the rescission of the 100 feet reservation, and S.P, 76-47, for permission to reclaim (the only ones 
which could have affected the road), in such a way as not to interfere with it.—S.L. !J.

No. 4.
Memo, by Surveyor-General and Engineer-in-Cliief for Harbours and Rivers

Edwaiid Lohj), applying for the rescission of 100 feet reservation, fronting his property at Careening Cove,
parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland. _

There does not appear to be any objection to applicant being permitted to purchase that portion 
of the reserve of 100 feet in the original part which fronts bis property at Careening Cove, and which is 
included within the following boundaries, viz, :-~

Commencing on the original high-water mark of Careening Cove, at the south-west corner of 
applicant’s property; and bounded thence on the south-west by tbe south-western boundary of the said 
property bearing north-westerly about 134 feet; thence on the north by a line parallel to and distant 100 
feet from high-water mark, bearing in a direct line easterly about 213 feet to its intersection with 
tbe south-western boundary of High-street; thence on the north-east by a line parallel to the south
western boundary of applicant’s property, bearing south-easterly about 101 feet to the high-water mark 
aforesaid; and thence on tbe south by that high-water mark bearing westerly, to tbe point of commence
ment.

Tracings herewith marked A and B, one of which marked A should probably be forwarded to 
applicant. L• 1'- ADAMS.

5/10/81. -------- E. O. MOBIABTY.
Minutes on Ko. 4.

Forward to Lands.—J.L, Under Secretary for Lands, B.C., 13/10/81.—J.B.

No. 5.
Memo, by Survey or-General and Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours aud Rivers.

Edwaed Lorn .applying for permission to reclaim and purchase land below high-water mark, fronting 
his property at Careening Cove, parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland. _

There does not appear to be any objection to applicant being permitted to reclaim and purchase land 
below high-water mark at Careening Cove, which fronts his property, and is inclosed within the following 
boundaries:—

Commencing ou the original high-water mark of Careening Cove, at the south-west corner of 
applicant’s property; and bounded thence on the west by a line bearingabout(true)southabout401inkstothe 
limit line for reclamations, as laid down on plan in the Surveyor-General’s Office, catalogued P. 100-574 ; 
thence on the south by that limit line (amended) bearing about south 85° west (true) about 2!)S links ; 
thence on the east by a line bearing about north G° east (true) about 90 links to the intersection of the 
aforesaid high-water mark with the south-east corner of applicant’s proposed purchase of 100 feet reser
vation; and thence on the north by the aforesaid high-water mark westerly, to the point ofcommenee-
ment.

Tracings herewith marked A and B, one 
applicant.

5/10/81.

of which marked A. should probably be forwarded to

P. F. ADAMS.
--------  E. 0. MOEIARTY.

Minutes on Ko. 5.
Forward to Lauds.— J.L., 7/10/81. Under Secretary for Lands, B.C., 13/10/81, J.B. 

Records as to objections then to Mr. Peyton.—J.B.T., 21/3/83. _
Mr. MeGuinn,—As it appears that the question of rescinding the reservation of the land which is 

fronted by this proposed reclamation is under submission, I do not see bow further action can be taken 
by Survey Office on these papers meantime.—S.L.P., 2G/4/83. Mr. Peyton,—Can 3'ou now act. 
J.McG., 5/12/83. ,

No. 0.
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jMenlOrandi mi
No. (5.

IVom Surveyoi'-Ocneml ami Enginoor-in-Cluef lor Harbours and 
Hi vers to Under Secretary for Public "Works.

Letter of the Under Secretary for Mines, re extension of l-ligli-strcet, St. Leonards, through the proper
ties of Messrs. Lord and Hayes, parish of AVilloughby, county of Cumberland.

No application by Mr Haves has been referred to us for report.
Special purchase applications Nos. 48 and 49 of 1S70 by Mr. Lord have been withdrawn, and 

our recommendation on Mr. Lord’s applications S.P. 7G/46 and 7G/47 have been so framed, as not^ to 
interfere with the extension of High-street, St. Leonards, as will be seen on reference to enclosed tracing 
marked C, which might be forwarded to Under Secretary for Mines, who should probably he asked, if in 
view of these facts, there is any objection to a compliance with the two applications last referred to, vide 
JI, 81-19,052, ™l M,. 81-19,058: _____ P- >’

Minutes on No. G.
Forward to Lands-J.L., 1/3/82. Under Secretary for Lands, B.C., 2/3/82.—J.R. Joint 

report submitted for approval.—J.MeG., 4/3/82. K.H.AV., 4/3/82. C.O., //3/S2. Approved.
Johk It.

No. 7-
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Under Secretary lor Mines.

Sir. Department of Lands, Sydney, 1G March, 1882.
With reference to your letter of the 30th September last, re the extension of High-street, St. 

Leonards, through the properties of Messrs. Lord and Hayes, parish of Willoughby, county of Cumber
land, I am directed to inform you that a report in connection with this matter has been obtained from the 
Surveyor-General and the Engincer-in-Cbief for Harbours and Hi vers, and approved by the Secretary for 
Lands, to the effect that two applications made by Mr. Lord to purchase land under the 9th and 12th 
sections of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 18G1, have been withdrawn, and the recommendations on 
his applications to purchase the land shown by red edging on t,ho enclosed tracing have been so framed as 
not to interfere with the extension of High-street, St. Leonards. And I am therefore to ask if in view of 
these facts, there is any objection to a compliance with the two applications referred to.

I have, &c.,
. CHARLES OLIVER.

No. 8.
The Under Secretary for Mines to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 12 April, 1882.
With reference to your letter of the 16th ultimo (with tracing), asking whether this depart

ment has any objection to Mr. Lord’s application to purchase certain land at Careening Cove, 1 am 
directed by the Secretary for Mines to inform you, that there would he no objection on the part of this 
department to the rescission of the reserve and sale of the land to Mr. Lord to the extent shown on the 
tracing, upon the condition that, in the event of its being decided at any time to open the Whaling Road, 
so much of the said land as shall he required for such road, may be resumed, on payment to Mr. Lord of 
the amount paid by him for the portion so required. I have, &c.,

1 J J -------- BARRIE WOOD.
Minutes on Mo. 8. _ _

Submitted.—In view of this letter that the applications be proceeded with on the conditions named.
J. M. G., 21/4/82. Should be referred hack to Engineer-in-Cbief and Surveyor-General.—E.H.W., 
2I/4/S2. Yes.—C.O., 21/4/82. The Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers and the Surveyor- 
General.—C.O., /4/S2. We recommend that the applications he proceeded with on the condition 
named and to which applicant has given his verbal assent.—P. E. Adams. E. O. Mobiaiity. The Under
Secretary Public Works, 27/29/82. The Under Secretary for Lands, 29/9/82.—J.R. Subject to
Mr. Lord’s giving his assent in writing, the above recommendation is submitted for approval. J. M. 
30/9/82. J:\1I.W., 2/10/82. C.O., 10/11/82. Approved,—John R., 16/12/82.

No. 9.
The Under Secretary for Lands to E. Lord, Esq.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 22 December, 1882.
I have the honor to inform you that the Secretary for Lands has approved of your application 

of the 25th March, 1876, for the reclamation and rescission of reservation of certain land at Careening 
Cove, under the 9th and 12th clauses of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1SG1, being proceeded with, 
provided you give your assent in writing to the condition that, in the event of its being decided at any 
time to open the Whaling Road, so much of the said land as shall he required for such road may be 
resumed, on payment to von of the amount that shall have been paid by you for the portion so required.

■' ■' I have, &c.,
CHARLES OLIVER.

No. 10.
E. Lord, Esq., to The Under Secretary for Lands.

gjr ’ East St. Leonards, 27 December, 1882.
Referring to your letter of the 22nd instant, on the subject of my application for the reclama

tion and rescission of land at Careening Cove, I have the honor to inform you that T assent to the provision
expressed
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expressed therein,—“ fhafc. in the event of its being decided at any time to open the Whaling Eoad, so much 
“ of the said land as shall be required for such road may be resumed, on payment to me of the amount 
“ that shall have been paid by me for the portion so required.” i have, &c.,

--------  T3DWD. LOED.
Minnies on 2To. 10.

Submitted whether further action should not bo stayed, in view of the instruction on Ms. 
83-3,466 herewith.—E.H.W., 27/3/S3. In a month.—C.O.. 30/3/83. This case has no connection with
the reclamation of Careening Cove, therefore the case may be proceeded with on terms arranged with 
Mr. Lord as to the leaving of a road.—.T.S.f'., 26/4/83. ’

As pointed out by the Minister in his minute of 26 April, 1S83, hereon, compliance with Mr. 
Lord’s application will not in anyway interfere with the proposed Government reclamation at the 
head of Careening Cove. These papers should therefore bo disconnected from 83-3,466 Ms. respecting 
proposed Government reclamations Careening Cove and Neutral Harbour, in order that action on Mr. 
Lord’s application may he expedited. Please return 83-3.466 Ms. to me as soon as practicable.— \\ . 
Ekeemax, 14/6/83. '
_ _ Ms; records.—Mr. Pjcvtox, 14/6/83. The written answer having been furnished as requested, 
it is submitted that the case he proceeded with.—J.McG., 4/1./S3. F.H.AY'.. 5/1/83. Yes.—C.O.j 
15/1/83. Mr. Peyton,—Eecords as to objections then to Mi*. Peyton.—J.B.T., 21,3/33. Transferred 
to Mr. Sur. Perdriau.—F. B. W. WoormrcH, 30/6/83. Transferred to Mr. Sur. J. B, Mackenzie, as 
requested by the District Surveyor.—Stephen Peedkiait, Surveyor, 25/8/83.

[Enclosure]

Memorandum to accompany instructions (to be returned).
Rescission of reservation fronting property of Edward Lord, at Careening Cove, parish Willoughby, county Cumberland.

. . _ . Surveyor-General's Office, 2G Jane, 1SS3.
Mr. District-Surveyor Woolryeh is requested, when carrying out tiie instructions for this survey, to connect the traverse 
by which he defines the boundaries with trigonometrical station 235, description of which and reference bearings (true) 
therefrom are attached for his information. One or more of the traverse stations of the survey of Neutral Bay and Careening 
Cove by Sur. Bullock (plan cat. p. 50-574) should also be comucetcd with. T. P. PCllBEB,

_ _ (Bor Surveyor-General).
Dulled hole ami triangle on top of irregular rubble boundary-wall on Mr. A. Lord's property, 30 links from end of 

wall, and 20 links from high-water marie, north side of Careening Cove, shown on p. 50-574 :—
Bearing to E3 89° 43'

„ F3 iS6c 48'
E3. Broad-arrow and triangle on rock bearing 69' 10' (mag.) 21 links from easternmost of three small gum-trees, on point 

between Careening Coveand Neutral Bay. Shewn on plan cat. S. 10-2,019.
E3, Broad-arrow on rock 240’ 1' 714 links from northernmost corner of Jas. Wilson’s stone-wharf on south side of Careening 

Cove. Shewn on plan cat, P. Gl-574.

No. 11.
Gazette Notice.

Application to reclaim laud.
Department of Lands. Sydney, 13 February, 1883.

Notice is hereby given, that application has been made, by the party hereunder mentioned, to reclaim and 
purchase, under the 9th clause Crown Lands Alienation Act, 1861, certain laud in front of his property 
particularized in the annexed description; and all persons interested are invited to state, within one 
month from this date, their objections (if any) to the proposed reclamation,

* JAMES S. FAENELL.

Registration No- Applicant. Description.

Ms.
81-19,053 .................. Edward Lord.......... Parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland, at Careening Cove : Com

mencing on the original high-water mark of Careening Cove, at the 
south-west corner of applicant’s property ; and bounded thence on the 
west by a line bearing about true south about 40 links to the limit lino 
for reclamations, as laid down on plan in the Surveyor-General’s Office,
catalogued P. 100-5/4 ; thenec on the south by that limit line (amended) 
bearing about south 85 degrees west (true) about 29S links ; thence on 
tiie east by a line bearing about north 6 degrees east (true) about 90 
links to the intersection of the aforsaid high-water mark with the south
east corner of applicant’s proposed purchase of 100 feet reservation ; and 
thence on the north by the aforesaid high-water mark westerly, to the
point of commencement.

No. 12.
Gazette Notice.

Application to purchase rescission of reservation.
- Department of Lands, Sydney, 13 February, 1SS3.

Notice is herein,* given, that application 1ms been made by the party hereunder mentioned, under ihe 
12th clause of the Crowns Lands Alienation Act of 1861, for the rescission of the reservation of the land

within
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wilhin 100 feel of liigli-water inark in fcont of his properly, as particularized in tlio annexed description ; 
and all persons ini ores led are invited to state, within one month from this date, their objections (if any) 
to the proposed rescissions. JAMES. S. EABNELL.

Kegistratioii Ko, ' Applicant. Description.

Ms.
32-20,57-1........ Edward Lord ' Parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland, at Careening Cove. Com. 

mencing on the original high-water marie of Careening Cove, at the south
west corner of applicant’s property ; and hounded thence on the south

' west by the south-western boundary of the said property, bearing 
north-westerly about !34 feet; thence on the north by a line parallel to 

I and distant 100 feet from high-water mark, bearing in a direct line 
I easterly about 213 feet to its intersection with the south-western
I lioundary of High-street; thence on the north-east by a line parallel to

the south western boundary of applicant’s property, bearing south
easterly about 101 feet to tiie high-water mark aforesaid; and thence 
on the south by that high-water mark hearing westerly, to the point of 
commencement.

No. 124.
Memorandum to accompany instructions (to be returned).

Kcsicissiou of reservation fronting properly of Edward Lord, at Careening Cove, parish Willoughby* 
comity Cumberland ” ‘

Mr. Distriet-Surveyor Woolryeb is requested when carrying out the instructions for this survey, 
to connect the traverse by which lie defines the boundaries with trigonometrical station 235, description 
of which, and reference bearings (true) therefrom, arc attatehed for his information.

One or more of the traverse stations of the survey of Neutral Bay and Careening Cove by 
Surveyor Bullock (plan cat. P. 59-574) should also be connected with.

[Enclosure^]

T. F. FURBER,
(For Survey or-Gteneral).

235. Drilled hole and triangle on top of irregular rubble lioundary wall, on Mr. A. Lord’s property, 30 links from end of 
_ wall and 20 links from high-water mark.

North-side of Careening Cove. Shewn on page 30-574.
Bearing to E3 S9” 43'

iin ,. F3 ISOMS’
E3. Broad-arrow and triangle on rock G9110 (mag.) 21 links from easternmost of three small gum trees, on point between 

Careening Cove and Nutral Bay. Shewn on plan cat. S. 10-2,019.
F3. Broad-arrow on rook 240° E 7H links from northernmost corner of Jas. Wilson’s stone wharf, on south-side of 

Careening Core. Shewn on plan cat. E, 61-574.

No. 13.
Memorandum from Secretary for Lands to Surveyor-General.

E. Lord’s re&erssiou of reservation nt North Shore.
Let this matter be attended to at once.—J.S.F., 30/8/83.

Minnies on above.
The Surveyor-General.—C.O., 30/8/83. ’

Mr. llistrict-Survevor Woolryelt accordingly.—Roueut D, Fitkoehaj/d (for Surveyor-General),
B.C., 5/9/83. _ " ' j j

1 would respectfully inform the Surveyor-General that this and other instructions cannot be 
carried out at once as requested without a large temporary increase of the staff at my disposal. The cost 
of the surveys would also be greatly enhanced. The instructions now in hand are being systematically, 
and thoroughly carried out bv the present trained staff, which will however hear no further strain upon it.

. -------- F. B. IV. WOOLRYCH, D.S., 6/9/83.
Dear Sir, 102 Castlcrcagh-street, Sydney, 11 September, 1883.

\\ bat has been done since I saw you about Mr. Edward Lord’s matter re water frontage? 
I write as 1 think you will lose less time in writing a line than in seeing me, to say nothing of the 
saving to me. ’ Yours, &c.,

G. W. J. Olites, Esy., Department of Lands, R. P, ABBOTT.
Hearer will wait for reply. _
Mr. Abbott mnv perhaps be informed to the effect of Mr. "Woolrych’s Minute.—J.E., 11/9/83. 

Yes.—J.G.B, 11/9/83.
__ My memo, of tho 30th ultimo was, that the survey should he performed at once. If Mr. 

AVoolrych requires assistance, he should have it, in order to expediate the work in hand.—J.S.F., 
] 7/9/83. The Surveyor-General.—J.G.B.

Mr. Woolrych,—As to what survey can be delayed with least probability of complaint, in order 
that this matter may have attention.—P.F.A , 18 Sept., B.C., No. 83-387. Urgent.

Herewith are attached for the information of the Surveyor-General.—
1. A list of Surveyors in the Metropolitan District, with a statement of the work on which they

are engaged.
2. An account of instructions in the hands of Surveyors employed on surveys within- the

Municipalities of St. Leonards and Victoria.
3. A letter, urging the measurement of Court-house site at St. Leonards.

_ It will bo seen that Air. Mackenzie is tho Surveyor whose work can be interrupted with the least 
injury to thepublic interest. He has not, however, that I am aware of. had any experience in reclamation 
surveys,—F. B. W. Woonnycp, P.Sr? 19/8/83. ‘ Mr.
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•See enclosure A

tSce enclosure B

JNot with papers^

Mr. D. S. Woolrych will be good enough io direct, ti competent Surveyor to carry out the service 
in accordance with the Minister’s direction.—Hobeut D. hiraoEnALD (for Surveyor-General), B.C.,
21/0/83. _ . ,

Mr. Surveyor 'Pedrian, who at present holds the instructions, is requested to transfer them to Mr. 
Surveyor ,T. B. Mackenzie without delay, giving him such information as lie may have respecting surveys 
in tho locality that should be connected with, and giving him also co-ordinates to Tune-ball staff, as 
origin of the nearest comenient traverse station or land-mark.—B. B. W. WoOLitycn, D.S.. 24/0/83. 
Urgent. , , n

Mr. Survcvor J. B. Mackenzie.—With these papers I forward instructions lor survey of Mr. 
Lord’s property for rescission of 100 feet reserve. 'There is a detail survey of the locality, plan cat. 
59-574, sheet 3, drawn to scale of one chain to an inch, and could therefore be traced and transferred, 
Co-ordiuates as above will be forwarded in a day or two, when they arc worked out.— S, Pebduiai.", 
25/9/83.

8 •

Ko. m.
11. P. Abbott. Esq., M.P., to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Dear Sir, 102, Castlcrcagh-street, Sydney, 11 September, 1SS3.
Whal has been done since I saw you about Mr. Edward Lord’s matter re water frontage F _ I 

write as I think you will lose less time in writing a line than in seeing me, to say nothing of the saving
to me. ^ Toil3's= &c'

R. P. ABBOTT.
Bearer will wait for a reply. --------

Minnies on JVb. 13-5.
Mr. Abbott may perhaps be informed to the effect of Mr. Woolrych’s minute.— J.E., 11/9/83. 

Yes.—J.Q-.B., 11/9/83. By the Secretary for Lands.—My memorandum of the 30th ultimo was that 
the survey should be performed at once. If Mr. 'Woolrych requires assistance he should have it, in order 
to expedite the work in hand.—J S.P., 17/9/83. Surveyor-General.—J.G.B. By the Surveyor-
General.—-Mr. Woolrych, as to what survey can ho delayed with least probability of complaint, in order 
that this matter may have attention.— P.E.A., 18 September, 1833, B.C.

Herewith are attached, for tho information of the Surveyor-General,— _ _
1. *A list of Surveyors in the Metropolitan District, with a statement of the work on which they 

are engaged.
2. tThe account of instructions in the hands of the surveyor employed on surveys wilhm tho 

Municipalities of St. Leonards and Victoria.
3. +A letter urging the measurement of Court-house site at St, Leonards.

It will bee seen that Mr. Mackenzie is tho surveyor whoso work can be mteiTupted witb tho least 
iuiury to the public interest. He has not, however, that 1 am aware of, had any experience in reclamation 
surveys.—E. B. W. Woouych, D.S, 19 September, ,1SS3.

By the Surveyor-General.—Mr. District-Surveyor Woolrych will be good enough to direct a com
petent surveyor to carry out the service in accordance u ith Minister’s direction.—Robert D. Jitzgeeali) 
(for Surveyor-General), B.C., 21/9/83.

Mr. Surveyor Perdriau, who at present holds the instructions, is requested to transfer them to Mr. 
Surveyor j. B. Mackenzie (address Bondi), without delay, giving him such information as he may have 
respecting surveys in the locality that should be connected with, and giving him also co-ordinates to Time- 
ball staff as origin of the nearest convenient traverse station or landmark.—F. B. W. Woolkvcei, D.S , 
24 Sept.,/83. Urgent. ,

Mr. Surveyor J. B. Mackenzie.—With these papers I forward instructions for survey of Mr, E. 
Lord’s property for rescission of 100 feet reserve. There is a detail surrey of the locality, plan catalogued 
P. 59-574, sheet 3, drawn to scale of 1 chain to an inch, and could thereforo be traced and transferred, 
Co-ordinates as above will be forwarded in a day or two when they are worked out.—S. Peedeiau, 25 
Sept.,/83. ‘

[Jiindosure A io xYo. 13J.]
Names of Surveyors employed in Metropolitan District, and how employed at present.

[Name of Surveyor Where camped at present. Nature of work employed upon. Remarks.

Adams, W.E*......... Woniora ................. Engaged in surveys at George's Eirer... Services not available for immediate 
work at Norib Shore.

BurcUtt, F. L, . Manlv ..................... ^reasuremenl of numerous eondifioiml 
purchases in the parish of Nambeen

Must be carried out as soon ns practic
able. Applicants pressing Govern
ment.

Chinnier, A. F....... Ashficld.................... Surveys for the alignment of streets in 
Ashfield.

Municipal Council, urgent.

Dccriug, J. W........ Five Dock,., . .... Reclamation Buneys, parish of Hunter’s 
Hill. '

Not under my supervision.

Ebswortli, li. ......... Petmonl Hills .......... Engaged on urgent instructions. Has about, fifteen instructions in hntid. 
Must appear as witness io road case 
at Court o£ Quarter Sessions^ and is 
obtaining necessary information, 
and survey required.

Fariola, Ode E. . . Gordon ................... Has been taken off very urgent work, for 
more urgent work at Cowan.

Holds instructions two years old, partly 
finished ; about fourteen instruc
tions in all.

Iledgclaud, Gr. C. . . Bondi ..................... Engaged on urgent alignment surveys at 
YVuverley.

Work of too urgent a character to be 
interrupted at a moment’s notice.
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Suhveyors employed in Metropoliiau District—continued,

Nanic of Suitor or. j Wlierc cAinped at in'csent J Nature of uorfe employed upon. Il4nmrk$.

Knibbs, G. U. .. . Liverpool ..................

Lucas, J. 11.............. Five Dock.................

McCallum, G.......... Blayncy......................

Mackcnaie, B. B. ... Waterloo ..................

Madsen, H. F.......... Newtown ..................

Nash, W1II............ Petersham .............

Park, A. J...............

Pcrdriau, W. E..... Military Road,
St. Leonards . ...

Pike, H. M. L...........

Richmond, J............ Bulli.........................

Robb, A....................

Scrivener, C. It........ Rydo..........................

Smyth, P. F..........

Wanshrough, C. H... South Kingston ......
Wilson, T. G............ Lane Cove River.......

Mills, S.................... 'I
Roberts, R. J. A. ...
Sim, W..................... Survc) or*!engaged on
XI lorn as, W............... City Detail Survey
Thompson, W. 31,... • under the super-
Stafford, G. M......... vision of Mr, Siir-
Stcawc, A. J......... veyor Ponte.
Tuxoii, T. ............ .
Thornhill, W............ J
Maitland, D. M........ St’aiunora ...... *.........

Pring, T....................
Mills, W7................... Botany......................
Chesterman, A. H.,.. Bolanv.......................

Urgent conditional inirohasc measure
ments in pni'isli of Hob worthy, and 
marking of old grant boundaries 
adjoining National Park, prior to 
fencing the latter.

Engaged on survey of Balmain Eoadfor 
alignment and to determine high- 
water-mark of Harris’ grant, 1,500 
acres, Five Dock Farm, and. Hay- 
market Permanent Building and 
Investment Society.

Loft the district, to make alignment 
surveys at Blayncy.

Finishing detail survey at Waterloo,prior 
to taking work proposed for him at 
Richmond.

Engaged on very urgent alignment 
surveys at Darlington and Newtown.

Engaged on alignment surveys at Peter
sham.

Has been taken elf very urgent work 
between Long and Sailor’s Bay, for 
more urgent work in connection with 
railway at the Hawkcsbury.

Engaged in completing road survey on 
cast boundary of Tlirupp's grant.

Alignment, surreys at Hunter’s Hill and 
re-marking Asylum Reserve at 
Huntley’s Point.

Investigation of grant boundaries in the 
parish of Southend.

Marking Sydney population boundary, 
parishes of Narrabcen, Gordon, and 
North Colah.

Investigation of old grant boundaries 
adjoining Field of Mars Common.

Numerous importantand urgent instruc
tions, relating chiefly to roads applied 
for and disputed boundaries.

Xwenty-four reclamation surveys in band
Holds twenty-one instructions in the 

parish of Willoughby, and is now en
gaged on a most complicated case, 
through u careless survey of portions 
sold by Government, north of Sailor’s 
Bay.

Engaged on City Detail Survey

Engaged on sea'cml important and urgent 
instruclions.

Under the supervision of Mr. Surveyor 
Maitland.

Urgent.
Very Urgent.

Encroachment in sub-division.

Instructions marked very urgent.

Hast just returned instructions to 
District-Survey Office, stating that 
he has sir months’ work in hand.

This work should not be interrupted, aa 
there are urgent alignment surveys 
at St. Leonards which might wait 
for Mr. Surveyor Nash if no other 
alignment surveyor can be found 
in the meantime.

Will be free on the. 1st October to 
survey Post Office site at St. 
Leonard’s or E. Lord’s reclamation.

Kcquires assistance to enable him to 
push on the work.

Until this is done, position of con
ditional purchases cannot be deter
mined or measured.

Urgently required at the Land Titles 
Office.

Has asked for assistance.

(The Chief Engineer, Sewerage Sur
veys, having made application for 

| surveys for extension of Gcorge- 
•\ street sewer, Ac., about sii sheets of 

tiie City Survey will liave to be 
j executed as speedily as is consistent 
L with accuracy.

'These three surveyors are constantly 
employed under the supervision 
of Mr. Maitland, in making neces- 

*{ sary surveys for now parish maps 
of Botany and Alexandria, and 
other surveys within these parishes 
that arc being urged.

Minnie on above.

Forwarded to the Surveyor General with my B.C. memorandum in reply to his.—F. B. W. 
TFoouitch, District Surveyor. 10 September, 1883.

G20—B [Enclosure
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[liiwhsure R to j\to. 13^.]

Instructions ut present in the hands of Mr, Surveyor Perdriau.

No, No. Date, |

Mis. 82-737 ... 
Mis. 82-1,008. .

82-131
82-170

8 May..........
5 January ...^

SG.O. 81-lsSf 
Mis. 82-19,551

83-6
82-29

4 !
9 February ...|

Rds. 83-s-^. .. . 
Mis. 83-3,680 ..

83-174
83-223

12 May .......... |
6 June...........

Mis. 83-4,313... 83-236 19 „ .........

Mis. 83-5,383...

Mis. 82-20,674

83-258 27 ,...............

83-260 27 „ ..........
(Received at 

District Office 
on 30th J une.)

Mis. 83-4,312...
Eds. 83-^......
Mis. 83-16,558

83-259
83-334
83-363

27 Jane..........
17 August .
7 September.. 
(Received at 

District Office 
on 11th Sept.)

Applicant. Remarks.

SUmrl & Harnett, rcEciEsion..................
Do. reclamation ...........

Kecleiine A. llinipp’sTOO acres 
Do. do.

Aligmnent suiTeys, Borougli of Victoria 
Bltgli A Grant, reclamation. Date of

application, 4th August, 1882 ........
Boronglc, county of Victoria, reclama

tion. Data of application, 10th Julv,
1882......................................................

Arthur Walter, reclamation. Date of
application. 4th December, 1882.......

B. Lord, rescission. 30th September, 
1881.

.1. Halstead, reclamation ......................
Alignment of streets, St. Leonards......
Site for Dost and Telegraph Office, St. 

Leonards

Awaiting marking of roads bv Mr. Bul
lock, partly carried out. Completion 
will occupy about three weeks.

"Partly finished ; plan of boundary road 
on eastern side will be forwarded about 
the end of the month of September. 

* Very urgent. About two weeks 
would be required to complete plan of 
the whole of Thrnpp’s grant. 

Uncertain j say two weeks.

These instructions, including connections 
► with former surreys and triangulation, 

j will occupy about two months.

This instruction will be carried out after 
that of survey of site for Post and 
Telegraph Office, and will be com- 
menecd about the middle of next month. 
Could be commenced about the 16th 
October, and would probably occupy 
two weeks.

About two weeks.

Will proceed with tins immediately after 
completion of plan of boundary road on 
eastern side of A. Tlirupp’s 700 acres. 
These instructions are marked “very 
urgent" by the Surveyor-General, as 
Mr. John Bae states that Mr. Wright 
is anxious to proceed to a close with 
the matter. Will probably be com
menced on the 1st October, and com
pleted by the 15th.

Both.—It will be seen that the three instructions that arc being urged by Ministers, or the Municipal Council, would 
be completed by Mr. Suneyor Perdriau by the end of October, and the work would be reliable. The employment of two new 
surveyors would hasten the work to completion, but 1 would not guarantee its correctness, unless they are men of known 
experience and accustomed to work in connection with the Trigonometrical Survey.

' P. B. IV. W., D.S.,
19th September, 1883,

' No. 14-.
The Under Secretary for Lands to R. P. Abbott, Esq., M.P.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 12 September, 1883.
Deferring to your letter of the 11th instant, on the subject of Mr. Edward Lord’s application 

to purchase the rescission of reservation of certain land at Careening Cove, I have the honor to inform 
you that Mr. District-Surveyor Woolrych, to whom this matter was referred on the 29th June last, has 
reported that he is at present unable to carry out this survey at once, as he has so many previous instruc
tions in hand, and only a limited staff to act on them,

I have, &c.,
CHAELES OLIVER.

No. 15.
Memorandum from Mr. District-Surveyor Woolrycb to Mr. Surveyor R. B.

Mackenzie.
24i September, 1883.

Mr. Surveyor Mackenzie is requested to communicate with Mr. Surveyor Perdriau (“ Mimosa,” Ben 
Boyd Koad, St. Leonards), respecting measurements which are required in connection with Mr. E. Lord’s 
application for the rescission of water frontage at North Shore, the instructions for which Mr. Perdriau 
has been directed to transfer to Mr. Mackenzie. This matter is being urged by the Minister, who would 
have it attended to at once ; therefore the surveys at Waterloo, on which Mr. Mackenzie is now' employed, 
must be temporarily set aside.

If Mr. Mackenzie has not had experience in the kind of survey required, he is cautioned against 
hurrying over the work on account of its urgency, as no allowance is made by the Department for errors 
committed or imperfect work done by a surveyor, on the plea that it was being urged, and therefore done 
in baste.

E.B.VMV., D.S., 24 Sept., 1883.
To be returned when instructions are fullilled.

Minute on above.
Returned accordingly herewith.—E. Baylis Mackenzj.J', 10 Oct,, 1883.

No. 16.

i
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No. 1G.
Mr. II. B. Mackenzie to The Survey or-General.

Sir, _ Bondi, 10 October, 18S3.
In compliance with your instructions, Ko. 260, of 27t]i June, 1883 (issued to Mr. District- 

Surveyor), I have the honor to transmit herewith the plan and field-notes of a portion of land in the 
parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland, applied for under tbe 12th Clause of the Crown Lands 
Alienation Act of 1861, by Edward Lord. ' .

Mr. Surveyor Perdriau gave me Mr. Bulloch’s values to ^ Trig., Stn. No. 235, from Timeball (he 
not having yet computed down to this point), and from this station my own are carried.

The mean high-water mark is the same nowin this particular locality as it originally was at the time of the 
grant, and has been determined accurately by data supplied by Mr, II. C. Russell, G-overnment Astronomer.

Date of Survey, 2 October, 1883. 1 have, &c.,
' R. B. MACKENZIE.

_ KS.—I)i an adjoining rescission survey by Mr. Surveyor Knapp, .1 note there is a difference 
existing of about 26 links, which may be accounted for through Ihe tide mark not being so accurately 
determined then as now.—R.B.M. '

No. 17.
Mr. E. M. Clark to Tim Secretary for Lands. '

Sir. _ _ North Shore, 15 October, 1883.
. . Wc, the undersigned residents of East St. I/eonards and its neighbourhood, have heard with
feelings of surprise that the G-ovcrnment contemplate selling to Mr. Edward Lord the reserve at the 
eastern side of his property, situated at Careening Cove; and bounded on tbe south by Careening Cove, 
and on the north by Whaling Road, and on tbe west by a stonewall, tho present dividing boundary of 
Lord’s properly. And knowing that the alienation of such a valuable public reserve will be detrimental 
to the privilege of recreation we at present enjoy from the same, we respectfully urge it upon your 
consideration that for the Government to sell this reserve (upon any terms) that will place it in the hands 
of a private individual, deprives us as residents, and the public generally, of a recreation spot, the 
advantage of which is felt and appreciated by all, and will close to us a valuable water frontage, and tbe 
public advantages we derive from such approach to and use of the same.

Actuated only for the public good, and by no selfish motives, we thus petition you, feeling 
assured that the urgency of our petition must receive due consideration at your hands, favourable to the 
wish of same; and your petitioners will remain and ever pray.

E. M. CLARK, and 78 others.

No. IB.
Question by H. Levien, Esq., M.P., with answer by The Secretary for Lands.

Question:—
Thursday, 25 October. 1883.

(18.) Reserve fronting Whaling Road. North Shore:—Mr. Mcrriman. for Mr. Levien, ashed the 
Secretary for Lands,— '

(1.) Has the Minister received a petition ashing him not to sella reserve fronting Whaling Road 
and Careening Cove, adjoinng Mr. E. Lord’s property?
(2.). Has Mr. E. Lord made application to the Minister for the purchase of this land, and is it 
the intention of the Minister to entertain same r

Answer:—
Mr. Earnell answered,—

(1.) Yes. _
(2.) Yes, with a special right to resumption, if the land or any portion of it is hereafter 
required for road purposes.

No. 19.
Question by H. Levien, Esq., M.P., with answer by The Secretary for Lands.

Wednesday. 7-November, 1883,
Question:— ’

(3.) Reserve at Whaling Point, North Shore:—Mr. Melville, for Mr. Levien, ashed the Secretary 
for Lands,— 1 J

(1.) Did he receive a petition from the residents of St, Leonards, requesting him not to 
dispose of tho reserve at the end of the Whaling Road and Careening Cove ?
(2.) Is it his intention to sell this land to Mr. Lord, and what is the price offered, and the 
amount required ?
(3.) Has he any objection to lay a plan of tbe land upon the Table of the House, and all 
correspondence m connection, with Mr. Lord’s request to purchase ?

Answer -.—
Mr. Earnell answered, —

(1.) Yes.
(2.) These questions have not yet been finally determined.
(3.) No; 1 will do so at an early date. . .

No. 20.
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uSTo. 20.

Question by J. M'Ellione, Esq., M.P., with answer by The Secretary for Lands.
Tuesday, 4 December, 1883.

Question:— .
(5.) Kcserve fronting the Harbour at North Shore r—Hr. McElhone asked tlie Secretary for ]jands,— 
Has he decided to let Mr. Lord purchase the reserve fronting Sydney Harbour at North Shore; if 
not, is it his intention to allow Mr. Lord to purchase the said reserve ?

Answer i—
Mr. Parnell answered,—■

I have not yet finally dealt with the question.

12

No. 21.
B. 0. Hotter man, Esq., M.P., to The Secretary for Lands.

gir Sydney, 4 December, 1883.
By request of some thirty responsible inhabitants of St. Leonards Electorate, and with 

reference to a petition handed to yon opposing tho sale of a small reserve on North Shore hy the Crown, 
to Mr. E. Lord, I hereby beg to bring under your notice that the North Shore has hardly any water 
frontage for public use. On Blue’s Point, we may say there is a pretty fair landing place, but all round 
Lavender Bay is not accessible by carts, &c. On Milson’s Point, only one very steep street, 66 feet wide, 
and one or two more, but in no way sufficient. In a few years time when all North Shore I hope will be 
transferred into wharfs, and the busy North, when all and every single foot will be wanted for access to 
the water. I hope for the benefit of our new electorate you will not comply with Mr. Lord’s request, 
and preserve this reserve for the St. Leonard’s Electorate. I have, &e.,

1 B. 0. HOLTERMAN.

Minutes on above. _
Be-submitted—The papers in this case have been copied and laid before Parliament—J.M.Q-., 

26/2/84, C.O., 1/3/84. The matter of the reclamation of Careening Cove, having this day been 
determined, and ample provisions proposed to bo made for public requirements, Mr. E. Lord’s rescission 
may now proceed.—J.S.P., 12/3/84, The area approved to be alienated under the 12th clause of the 
Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861 (which is 2 roods 6i perches), having been surveyed, a tracing 
showing same (marked C) is now enclosed for the appraiser.—T. Ermis (for tfurveyor-General), 10 June, 
1884,—Under Secretary for Lands.

No. 22.
The Under Secretary for Lands to B. 0, Holterman, Esq., M.P.

g-j. Department of Lands, Sydney, 19 March, 1884.
’ In reference to your letter of the 4fch December last, respecting petition of certain residents 

of St. Leonards, protesting against the rescission of reservation fronting his property at Careening Cove, 
applied for by Mr. Edward Lord, I am directed by the Secretary for Lands to inform you, that as the 
matter of the reclamation of Careening Cove has’ been determined, and ample provision proposed to be 
made for public requirements, the rescission of reservation referred to will now be proceeded with.

^ I have, &c,
CHARLES OLIVER,

Under Secretary.

No. 23.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Solicitor.

gjr Department of Lands, Sydney, 20 June, 1884
Portion Of land ’ I have the honor to forward herewith the papers relating to Edward Lord’s application to
containing 2 purchase under the 12th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, the land particularized m the 

margin • and I am to request that you will have the goodness to take the necessary action in the matter 
L*rnty ^jew to the issue of the customary certificate as to his claim to purchase, in order that the pre-
0 o mbcrian . ^ of the decd of grant f or the land in question may he proceeded with.

e I have, Ac.,
' F. II. WILSON,

(For the Under Secretary),

2 roode and B} 
perches, parish 
of Willoughby, 
county of
CumberlaDd.

No. 24.
The Under Secretary for Lands to E. Lord, Esq.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 20 J une, 1884.
’ With reference to your application for permission to purchase, under the 12tli section of the 

Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, the land specified in the margin hereof, I am directed to request 
that you will furnish this Department with a certificate from the Crown Solicitor, showing that your title 
to the adjoining land is sufficient to warrant the sale to you of the portion referred to.

2 lSTo further action will he taken by this Department in the iiia/tter until the required certincn.to
is received. have, &c.

CHARLES OLIVER,
Under Secretarv.

No. 25.
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]So. »
li’er.novfiTidu m.

Louis rescission of reservntion.
Tin; Minister wislies Mr. Uayloy to be instructed not to proceed with the appraisenteldj pending further 
inquiry. b'.IT.'W,

* ____________________________ ’ 27/0/84.

No. 26. '
The Cromi Solicitor to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, _ _ Crown Solicitor’s Office. Sydnejr, 30 June, ISSd.
In compliance with tho request'eontained in your memo, of the 27th June, I have the honor 2 roods 

to return all the papers connected with Mr. Edward Lord’s application to purchase, under the 12th clause vfukmr] 
of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861. I have, Ac., county c

JOHN WILLIAMS, ,!,nd- 
Crown Solicitor.

No. 27.
Memorandum by Secretary for Lands.

It has been represented that Mr. Lord applied for the whole of the rescission fronting his property, 
including the triangular portion, or part, which has been excluded. Has it been excluded accidentally, 
or how has it been excluded ? J.S.E.

Lor Surveyor-General.—C.O., 30/6/84,'. 30/6/84.
Urgent.

Lr has been excluded advisedly, the minute of recommendation having been framed by tho Engineer-in
Chief of Harbours and Elvers and myself (as explained in report Ms. 82-3,596), so as not to interfere with 
the extension of High-street, St. Leonards; and as bearing on this question attention is invited to tbe 
inclosed communications from tbe Mines Department, li. 0, Holterman, Esq., M.L.A., and residents of 
North Shore. P. p, ADAMS,

----------------- 4 July, 1884.
[Enclosure.]

Amended Description.
Comment;!st; at a point where (be south-western boundary of applicant’s property meets the high-water mark of Careening 
Core; and bounded Uicnec on the south-west by purt of that boundary line bearing ■north-westerly to a line parallel to und 
distant. 100 feet from high water-mark ; thence on the north by that line bearing easterly to the south-west side of High-et-rcet; 
thence on the north-east by that street bearing south-easterly to the aforesaid high-water-mark; and thence on the south by 
that high-water mark westerly, to tho point of commencement.—P. F. Adams. j

Minutes on Mo. 27. *
I concur in the Surveyor-G-cnertiTs report—E.O.M., 18/7/84. It would be advantageous if the 

reason for the recommendation were stated.—C.O., 19/7/84. Let the alienation of the whole proceed.—
J.S.E., 28/S/84. Amended description of the reserve applied for now herewith.—L. S. Peytok (for 
Surveyor-General), 29/8/84. The Under Secretary for Lands, Ms. 12,882. *

No. 28.
Memorandum.

The previous papers in the case would appear to be with Mr. District-Surveyor Woolrych. Will von 
please see whether these papers are required to he sent to him also. J.M.G-. "

[Enclosure!]
Edward Lord, applying for permission to reclaim and purchase land below high-water mark 
Careening Cove, parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland. ’

2 Oct., 1884.

fronting his property at

Description.
Commencing at a point where the south.western boundary of applicant’s property meets the high-water mark of 

Careening Cove ; and bounded thence on the south-west by the north-eastern boundary of applicant’s purchased reclamation 
of 2 roods 12 perches bearing south 30° 15' cast (mag.) 53 links; thence on thesoutli-eastby a linebearingaboutnorth 85'east 
to the prolongation of the south-westem side of High-street; thence on tho north-east by that prolongation hearing north
westerly, to the aforesaid high-water mark ; and thence on the north by that high-water mark westerly, to the noiut of 
commencement. 1

1 racings liercvith, marked A and B, one of which, marked A, should probably be forwarded to applicant.

_ 'Minutes on above.
Mr- Jr' Guinn,—Please see my minute inside, dated 26 April, /S3. Joint report on protest (Ms.

84-21,081) was forwarded to the Enginecr-in-Chief for Harbours and Livers for signature 24th ult.—
S.L.E., 4/L2/84. Submitted. May await receipt of joint report.—J.G.B., 11/12/84. The Minister 
on Ms. 84-21,031, decided that the rescission of the reservation of the whole of the frontage to thenorth- 
west side of High-street should be allowed. Papers may now be returned.—F.H.W. (for the Under 
Secretary), 12/12/84. M. Leyton,—As it has now been decided to allow of the rescission of the reserva- 

-tion of the whole of the frontage, it is submitted whether the reclamation should not be allowed for the whole 
of the frontage too, instead of that previously recommended, which referred to tbe frontage only of the 
part of the reservation then proposed to be rescinded.—E.H.'W. (for the Under Secretary), 18/12/84. 
Eeclamation for the whole of the frontage may be allowed.—J.S.E., 18/12/84. Tracings and descrip
tion for Gazette notice herewith.—S.L.P., 19/1/S5. & '

01 •„ parish
hoy,/amber'

No. 29.
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No. 29.
The Under Secretary tor Lands to R. P. Abbott, Esq., M.P.

gjr Department o£ Lands, Sydney, 3 October, 1SS4.
' With reference to your personal inquiry respecting Mr. E. Lord’s application to purchase the 

rescission of reservation of 100 feet fronting his property at Careening Cove, I have the honor to 
to inform you that the application to purchase was gazetted for objections on the 19th ultimo, and that 
when the time prescribed by law within which objections may be received baa expired, further steps 
taken in the matter. Ihave, &c., .

D. H. WILSON,
(For the Under Secretary).

will

No. 30.
Tbe Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to Tire Secretary for Lands.

gjr Council Chambers, East St. Leonards, 8 October, 1SSL
' I am directed by the Council to give you notice that they desire to state objections against 

the application of Mr. Edward Lord to purchase rescission of reservation at Careening Cove, county of 
Cumberland, parish of Willoughby ; registration Ms. Si-.12,882, Gazette No. 491, September 26th, 1884.

The Council are of opinion "that such purchase would interfere with the public right of access to 
the waters of Port Jackson, I

. Minutes on above.
The Eugiueer-iu-Chief for Harbours and Rivers and Surveyor-General.—J.G.B. (for the Under

Secretary)) aro of''opinion that the protest of the Borough Council of East St. Leonards is well grounded
so far as it agrees with our previous recommendation in this case, when our recommendation was 
similar to that made by us in the case of Mr. P. Hayes. Apams *

E. O. MoitlAliTT.
B.C. (for The Under Secretary for Lands). The Under Secretary for Public Works, 1/12/84.
I decided that tbe alienation of tbe whole area applied for should proceed. Can a description of 

the whole area be furnished without further survey ? If not, let a survey proceed forthwith. 1 hw me 
has been in this office nearly eight years, and it is time that it should be completed.—J.S.F., 2/12/84. 
The Surveyor-General.

Mr. Peyton for description.—P.F.A., 2/12/84.
Surveyor-General.—The amended description marked D, was prepared and forwarded to Lands 

in August, and is still with the papers.-S. L. Pettox, 3/12/84. Under Secretary for Lands.-P.F.A., 
3/12/84. ' Submitted.—C.O., 4/12/84. ,

The appraisement may proceed at once.—J.h.l1.,

. No. 31.
Appointment of Appraiser by Tbe Minister for Lands.

Whereas the late Edward Lord (per R. P. Abbott), of 102 Castlereagh-street, Sydney, in the Colony of 
New South Wales, applied to purchase, under the 12th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, 
the crown land specified in the Schedule hereinafter written. Now I, the Minister for Lands in pur
suance of the powers vested in me under and by virtue of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861 do 
hereby apS Marshall Bayley, of Pitt-street, Sydney, in the Colony of New South Wales, to be the 
Appraiser on behalf of the Crown, to appraise the present value of the said land, and to determine the 
price to be paid for tbe purchase thereof by the representatives of the late Edward Lord.

In witness whereof, I have hereto set my hand, this 9th day of December, 1884.
T A TWTJ'fi T? A ■pTVT'E'.T.T,

Schedule referred to.
S.P. No. 46. Area 2 roods 6f perches, parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland.

I the within-named Marshall Bayley, do solemnly and sincerely declare, that 1 am not direct^' or indi
rectly interested in the matter referred to me, and that I will faithfully and honestly, and to the best of 
my skill and ability, hear and determine tbe matter referred to me under the Crown Lands Alienation

Subscribed and declared, this 13th day of) M. BAYLEY.
December, A.n., 1884, before me, )

Alf. Hildee, J.P.

Sir,

No. 32,
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Solicitor.

Department of Lands, 9 December, 1884.
I have the honor to forward herewith the papers relating to Edwai-d Lord/s application to 

, ____ £ i.T.„ Alinnntinn Antnf 1861. the land nartieulanzed in theI have the nonor to lorwaru. ^ — - xi.
mrehase under the 12th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861, the land particulam.ed in the 
aargin; and I am to request that you will have the goodness to take the necessary action m the matter,
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with a view to the issue of the customary certificate as to his claim to purchase, in order that the prepar
ation of the deed of grant for the land m question may be proceeded with.

X have, &e.,
F. H. WJLSOX,

(For the Under Secretary).

No. 82*.
The Under Secretary for Lands to the Representatives of the late Edward Lord.

Grentlemen, Department of Lands, Sydney, 9 December, 1884.
With reference to Edward Lord's application for permission to purchase, under the 12th 2 roods and 6$ 

section of the Crown Lands .Alienation Act of 18G1, the land specified in the margin hereof, I am directed SimSoughby! 
to request that you will furnish this department with a certificate from the Crown Solicitor, showing that of Cum-
your title to the adjoining land is sufficient to warrant the sale to you of the portion referred to. rtm ’

No further action will be taken by this department in the matter until the required certificate is 
received, I have, &c.,

F. H. WILSON,
(pro J. G-. Blaxlakd).

No. 33.
The Under Secretary for Lands to The Crown Solicitor.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 11 December, 1884.
1 am directed by the Secretary for Lands, to request that you will have the goodness to return 

the papers, Ms. 84-21,081, re Edward Lord's 12th clause application, forwarded to your department on 
the 9th instant. I have, &c.,

F. H. WILSON,
(Cor the Under Secretary).

No. 34.
Memorandum by Secretary for Lands.

The origin of these whaling grants arose out of letters of occupation upon certain conditions. The 
claims of the parties were referred to the Court of Claims, which Court decided that the conditions had 
been fulfilled, and that they were entitled to their respective grants. This land being a portion of a 
grant promised as a special reserve for the formation of a whaling or other mercantile establishment, as 
stated in the deed of grant—to reserve the water-frontage would be to defeat the object mentioned ; but 
as the printed form of grant makes the usual reservation (used by mistake in these whaling grants), (he 
matter has been proceeded with under the 12th section of the Act of 1801. ’

In my opinion, the price of the land should not, under the circumstances bo more than nominal, or 
more than that fixed as a minimum by the Act. And t think that this principle should be applied in all 
cases of the whaling grants.

_ -------- J.S.F., 12/12/84.
Minutes on above.

Crown Solicitor, B.C., J.McG-., 12/12/84.

btrfotxl.

No. 35.
The Crown Solicitor to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, ^ _ Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydney, 12 December, 1884.
_ In compliance with the request contained in your letter of yesterday's date, without number, 2 roods6}

1 have the honor to return herewith, all the.papers in connection witli Mr. Edward Lord’s application, under J^wmouTb* 
the 12th clause Crown Lands Alienation Act, 1861, to purchase the land as in margin. count/oicum-

I have, &e.,
■ JOHN WILLIAMS,

______ __________ Crown Solicitor (per C.B.1V).

No. 36.
Mr. Appraiser Bayley to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Appraisement of Laud.
Portion containing 2 roods 6-) porches, in the parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland.—

Appraised at £5.
Sir, Sydney, lo December, 1884.

In transmitting the attached award I have the honor to state that the appraisement was con
ducted on the 18th December, 1884, strictly in accordance with the requirements of the ^Regulations under 
the LandsAetfurther Amendment Act, 1880, and that fourteen day’s notice in writing of the date I had 
fixed to inspect and determine the price of the land was given to E. P. Abbott, representative of late E.
Lord, who was not present on the occasion.

_ The prescribed declaration was made before the appraisement was entered upon, and my letter of 
appointment is herewith returned. I have, &c.,

M. BAYLEY,
---------- ------- Appraiser.
[Enclosure.}
Award.

To all to whom these presents shall come,—
1, Marshall Bayley, of 19 Bridge-streot, Sydney, in the Colony of New South Wales, send greeting 
\Y berths on the ninth day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-four, I was 

duly appointed by the Minister for Lands, in the Colony of New South Wales, as the appraiser to affix and determine the
price
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price or value to be paid by representatives of the late Edward Lord, for the purchase of portion containing 2 roods CJ 
perches, in the parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland. And, whereas 1 have entered upon the consideration of tbe 
value of the said land, and have heard and considered the evidence produced before me : Now, I, the said Marshall Bayley, 
do hereby declare the sum of five pounds to he the value of the said land, and do appraise and fix that sum as the amount 
to be paid for tho purchase thereof from the Crown.

In witness whereof, I have hereto set my hand, this IGth day of December, 1SS4.
M. BALLEY, 

.Appraiser,

No. 37.
The Crown Solicitor to The Under Secretary for Lauds.

Sir, ' Crown Solicitor’s Office, Sydney, 6 May, 1SS5.
I have the honor to return herewith, the papers relating to an application made by the late 

Edward Lord, to purchase a portion o£ land at Careening Cove, under the 12th section of the Land Act of 
1861, and to state that Messrs. Abbott and Dodds, solicitors, have forwarded to me an abstract of Mr. 
Lord’s title, from which I find that by indenture of date 31 March, 1873, registered No. 509, book 137, 
Erederica Fees, widow, conveyed to Edward Lord, inter alia, 1 acre 1 rood of land at Careening Cove, 
parish of 'Willoughby, originally granted to John Lamh by Crown grant, dated. 1 June, 18-11.

Mr. Lord, by his will dated 22ud day of August, 1882, devised all his real estate to the trustees, 
and upon the trust mentioned in his said will. _

I think, therefore, it would be advisable, provided the reservation sought to be purchased adjoins 
the 1 acre 1 rood granted to Lamb, to issue the grant in Mr. Lord’s name under section 26 of 26 Vic., 
No. 9, and section 3 of 36 Vie., No. 7. X hare, &c,,

JOHN WILLIAMS,
--------  Crown Solicitor.

[Minutes on Mo. 37.]
From Mr. Surveyor Mackenzie’s plan (Cat. C. 496-2,030) it would appear that the reservation 

sought to be purchased adjoins the 1 acre 1 rood granted to John Lamb, as referred to by the Crown 
Solicitor. It is however pointed out that the appraiser was directed to appraise only the 2 roods Cf 
perches measured and first proposed to be sold, thus omitting the additional area of about 2LJ porches, 
afterwards approved. It is therefore submitted, whether in view of the appraisement made being only 
£5, and the additional 21f perches appearing comparatively unimportant, the alienation now approved 
may proceed without further appraisement.—J. W. Ellis (for Surveyor-General), 9 July, 1883. The 
Under Secretaryfor Lands. Submitted.—J.E., 10/7/85. F.H.W. (Eor the Under Secretary), 15/7/85. 
Lot the nominal sum cover both lots.—J.S.F., 16/7/85.

No. 38.
Gazette Notice.

Application to reclaim and purchase land.
Department of Lands, Sydney, 24 June, 1SS5.

Notice is hereby given, that application has been made by the party hereunder mentioned, to reclaim and 
purchase, under the 9th clause of the Crown Lands Alienation Act, 1861, certain land in front of his • 
property, particularized in the annexed description ; and all persons interested aro invited to state, 
within one month from this date, their objections (if any) to the proposed reclamation.

F. A. WRIGHT.

Registration No. Applicant. Description.

Ms.
84-27,324 .............. Edward Lord .......... County of Cumberland, parish of Willoughby : Commencing at a point whero 

the south-western boundary of applicant’s property meets the high-water 
mark of Careening Cove ; and bounded thence on the south-west by tho 
north-eastern boundary of applicant’s purchased reclamation of 2 roods 
12 perches, hearing south 30 degrees 15 minutes east (magnetic) 53 
links; thence on the south-east hy a line bearing about north 85 minutes 
east to the prolongation of the south-western side of High-strcct; thenco 
on the north-east by that prolongation bearing north-westerly to the 
aforesaid high-water mark ; and thence on the north hy that high-water 
mark westerly, to the point of commencement.

No. 39.
Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to The Secretary Lands.

Sir, Council Chambers, East St, Leonards, 11 July, 1885.
I have the honor to forward you tho following resolutions passed at a special meeting of the 

Council on the 10th instant, concerning the application to reclaim and purchase land in Careening Cove, 
adjoining High-street in this Borough. _

' 1. That in the opinion of this Council, the sale of the right of reclamation of land in Careening
Cove (Gazette No. 256, June 24, registration number 84-27,394) to the representatives of the late Edward 
Lord, will be opposed to the interests of the ratepayers of East St. Leonards, and to the public interests 
generally, being at present the only available water frontage suitable for the erection of a public wharf 
free from the interference of private owners—a difficulty this Council has to contend with in all its avail
able water frontages in other portions of tbe Municipality.

2. That this Council take steps to acquire the reclamation sought to be purchased by tho 
representatives of the late Edward Lord, and fully described in Gazette notice, date 24 June, as a special 
reserve for Municipal purposes, I
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I am directed to point out the serious inconvenience already resulting through the adjoining 
frontages of our present public wharf (Eastern Wharf Road), blocking it completely in, there not being 
room to berth any but a very small vessel without overlapping their adjoining frontages, °

Also, to bring before your notice the fact that a wharf at the end of High-street would be the most 
easy of access on the North Shore, the gradients therefrom being very slight.

The reclamation in question could be utilised for wharfage purposes at a small expense, owing to 
the great depth of water and its natural formation; and in consequence of it adjoining the foot of High- 
street, its usefulness to the public would be incalculable, I have, &c.,

P. A. TEMPLE,
_______________ Council Clerk.

No. 40.
The Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to The Colonial Secretary.

_ Council Chambers, East St. Leonards, 11 July, 1885.
1 have the honor, by direction of the Council, to bring under your notice the objection lodged 

by it against the proposed sale of the right of reclamation of laud in Careening Cove (Gazette. No. 256, 
.1 une 24th, registration No. 84-27,394) to the representatives of the late Edward Lord. (See copy of letter 
herewith to the Hon. the Minister for Lands in explanation).

Any assistance you will be pleased to render to the Council in this matter will be taken as an 
esteemed favour, X have, &c.,

P. A, TEMPLE,
--------  Council Clerk.

The Secretary for Lands.—A.S., 16 July, /S5. The Under Secretary for Lands, B.C., 16 July, /S5.—
J.B. (for Principal Under Secretary). Have any other objections been lodged.—J.E,, 24/7/85. 
Records. No.—C.L., 24/7/85. Mr. District-Surveyor Leering,—J.E. (forthe U.S.), B.C., 24 July, 
1885. Report to the Under Secretary, No. 879 of this date.—Jons' W. Heeeog, Metropolitan District 
Surveyor, 17 Sept,, 1885. Eor enclosure see No. 39. .

No. 41.
The Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to The Colonial Treasurer.

Sir, _ Council Chambers, East St. Leonards, 11 July, 1885.
_ I have the honor, by direction of the Council, to bring under your notice the objection lodged

by it against the proposed sale of the right of reclamation of land in Careening Cove (Gazette No. 256 
June 24, registration No, 84-27,394) to the representatives of the late Edward Lord. (See copy of 
letter herewith to the Hon. the Minister for Lands in explanation).

Any assistance yon will be pleased to render to the Council in this matter will be taken as an 
esteemed favour. I have, &c.,

P. A. TEMPLE,
--------  Council Clerk.

Minutes on above. '
Lands.—G-.R.D,, 16/7/85. The Under Secretary for Lands, B.C., 16/7/85.—Q-.E. Eor

enclosure see No. 39.

No. 42.
The Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to The Secretary for Public Works.

Sir, Council Chambers, East St. Leonards, 11 July, 1885.
_ _ I have the honor, by direction of the Council, to bring under your notice the objection lodged '

by it against the proposed sale of the right of reclamation of land in Careening Cove' (Gazette No. 
256, Jnne 24, registration No. 84-27,394) to the representatives of the late Edward Lord. (See copy of 
letter herewith to the Hon, the Minister for Lands in explanation).

Any assistance you will be pleased to render to the Council in this matter will be taken as an 
esteemed favour. I liave, &e,,

P. A.’ TEMPLE,
--------  Council Clerk.

Minutes on above.
Cabinet.—E.A/W., 2Qj7l85. I would like to see the papers in this case—A.S., 22/7/85. The

Under Secretary for Lands, B.C., 30/7/85.—J.B. (for Principal Under Secretary). Papers Ms. 
85-13,634 connected herewith.—Jo™ W. Deering, 7/8/85.

The papers in connection with the resumption are now before the Executive Council.—J.E., 
7/8/85. Tho Principal Under Secretary.—E.H.W., B.C., Lands Dept., 7/8/85.

It appears that the papers, having been dealt with in Executive Council, liave been returned to the 
Lands Department. TheUnder Secretary for Lands, B.C., 1/9/85.—C-W. Eor enclosure see No. 39.

No. 43.
The Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to The Attorney-General.

Sir, _ _ Council Chambers, East St. Leonards, 11 July, 1885.
_ I have the honor, by direction of the Council, to bring under your notice the objection lodged

by it against the proposed sale of the right of reclamation of land in Careening Cove (Gazette No, 256, 
June 24, registration No. 84-27,394) to the representatives of the late Edward Lord. (See copy of 
letter herewith to the Hon, the Minister for Lands in explanation).

Any assistance you will be pleased to render to the Council in this matter will be taken as an 
esteemed favour, I have, &c.,

P. A. TEMPLE,
--------  Council Clerk.

629—C Minutes,
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Minutes on Xo. 43.
Forwarded by direction ot: the Attorney-General for submission to the Colonial Secretary.— 

WAV-S.. B.C., 29/7/S5. Tbe Principal Under Secretary. Tbe Secretary for Lands.—A.S., A.ug., 
1885. Tbe Under Secretary for Lands, B.C.. 5/7/85.—C.A\r. For enclosure see No. 39.

Xo. 44.
The Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to The Secretary for Mines.

Sir, Council Chambers, East St. Leonards. 1.1 duly, 1885.
I have tbe honor, by direction ot tbe Council, to bring under your notice tbe objection lodged 

by it against the proposed sale of the right of reclamation of land in Careening Cove (Gazette No. 256, 
24th .Time, registration No. 81-27,391) to the representatives of tbe late Edward Lord. (See copy of 
letter berewitli to tbe lion, the Minister for Lands in explanation).

Any assistance you will be pleased to render to the Council in this matter will be taken as an 
esteemed favour, I have, &c.,

P. A. TEMPLE,
--------  Council Clerk.

Minutes on No. 44.
The Surveyor of Public Parks.—J.H.D.W., 20/7/85. Department of Mines.
Careening Cove.—It would appear from the terms of tbe Gazette notice alluded to in Mr.Temple’s 

letter of 11/7/80 that tbe matter objected to by the Council of East St. Leonards is tbe right of reclama
tion adjoining a right already purchased.

2, I do not know that this Department has any locus standi in the matter as it is not proposed so 
far as I know to devote the land in any case to purposes of recreation ; but I have ascertained that the 
question is to be brought before the Executive Council to-day, and that tbe papers are with Mr. Budge 
accordingly.—TV. M. Cooper, Suneyor of Public Parks, 27/7/86.

No. 45.
Minute Papei* for Executive Council.

Department of Linds, Sydney, 25 July, 1885.
The application specified in the Schedule annexed, for the purchase, under the 12th clause of the 
Crown Lands Act of 1881, of certain land, the value of which has been appraised as by law required, is 
recommended for the approval of His Excellency the Governor and the Executive Council, the claim 
beine regular aud in accordance with the previsions of tbe Act referred to.

s JAMES S. FABNELL.

Schedule referred to.

S.P. No. Name of Applicant.
'

Area. Parish. J County. Price, inclusive 
of deed fee.

7646
The representatives of the late 

Edward Lord................................

a r, p.

0 2 27$ Willoughby.....

j

.j CumberlaucL...
£ S. d.
6 0 0

Minutes on No. 45.
The Executive Council advise aa herein recommended that the application set forth in Schedule, to 

purchase the portions of land at Careening Cove, herein described, be approved.—Alex. C. Budge, 
Clerk of tbe Council. Approved.—A.L., 28/7/85. Min. 85/25, 18/7/85. Confirmed.—25/8/85.

No. 40.
Memorandum from The Metropolitan and Coast District Surveyor to Under

Secretary for Lands.
Edward Lord, reclamation Careening Cove, 9th Section Crown .Bands Alienation Act of 18G1.

No. 879, 17th September, 1885.
In view of recent correspondence from the Borough Council of St. Leonards, and the circumstance 
that the applicant has been permitted to purchase the whole of the rescission fronting his property, I am 
of opinion that he should be permitted to reclaim tbe area marked ABDE ; and that the Borough Coun
cil, upon application, should be permitted to reclaim the area marked ABC, as shown upon tracing 
herewith marked B. The latter reclamation will be a valuable means of access to High-street, and will 
nrohablv meet the wishes of the Council.
1 JOHN TV. DEEBING,

--------  Metropolitan District Surveyor.
Minutes on No. 46.

For reference to the Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Elvers.—F.H.TV. (for the Under Secre
tary), B.C., 22 September, 1885. B.C., Mr. Williams for report (for E.O.M.).—TV.y., 23/9/85.

Eeclamation not commenced.—I can see no possible objection to tins reclamation being carried 
out.—A.W., 10/10/85. , „

I concur.—E.O.M., 27/10/85, B.C., Under Secretary for Public Works. forward to Lands.
The Under Secretary for Lands, B.C., 30/10/85.—J.B.

No. 47.
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!S1o. 4!?.
Mr. .Forest Ranger MoKeown to fJ'lhe Tinder Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Petersham, 28 October, 1885.
I have the honor to report that Mr. itobert Scott of Nicholson-street, Balmain, contractor, is 

now engaged with several of his men driving idles upon Crown Bands, below high-water mark, fronting 
Mr. Lord’s property at Neutral Bay, near foot of High-street, for purpose of erecting a jetty,

Mr, Scott informed me that lie is erecting the jetty by direction of tbo North Shore Steam Ferry 
Company.

I am not aware of any authority having been granted for tbe occupation of the Crown Lands 
above referred to, either by the erection of a jetty or otherwise.

Awaiting instructions, I have, &c.,
JAS. McKEOWN,

--------  Cumberland Bangor.
Minutes on Ao. 47.

Application fur special lease has been made to tho Local Land Board for permission to erect a 
jetty in the locality named. Evidently from this report the erection of the jetty is being proceeded 
with without any authority from the Crown, and thereby rendering themselves liable to the penalties 
under the 183 Section of Crown Lands Act of 1834. The paper is submitted that in view of an appli
cation to lease haring been made, no proceeding in trespass be taken.—E.L., 30/10/85.

Submitted.—C.O., 31/10/85 Persons ought not to be allowed to act aa if it was im
perative on tbe Department to grant a lease. 'When they do so they often make it afterwards an 
excuse for pressing the claim for lease.— J.P.A., 2/11/85. ’

No. 48.
The Chairman of the Neutral Bay Steam Ferry Company (Limited), to

The Secretary for Lands.
Sir, Commercial Chambers, Bond-street, Sydney, 3 November, 1885.

As representing a large portion of the travelling public of Neutral Bay, North Shore, we 
respectfully draw your attention lo the construction of an extensive jetty now being rapidly proceeded 
with at the extremity of High-street, by the North Shore Ferry Company (Limited)

AVe would also urge that as statutory notice of application has appeared in the Gazette, no oppor
tunity has been offered for stating objections to tbe above-mentioned works.

I have, Ac.,
P. HAYES,

Chairman.
On behalf of the Directors of Neutral Bay Steam Ferry Company (Limited).

Minutes on Mo. 48.
Papers.—C.O., 4/11/85. I have already given instructions that this work is not to pro

ceed until the lease is granted, and steps are to be taken to stop it.—J. P. Abbott, 4/11/85.

No. 49.
Mr. T. Summerbell to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, North Shore Steam Ferry Company (Limited), Sydney, 6 November, 1885,
I beg to acknowledge tbe receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, rc instructions from tho 

Minister that the work (i.e., erecting jetty at the south boundary of High-street, Neutral Bay) is not to 
be proceeded with.

I most respectfully ask the Minister to revoke 'this order, inasmuch as a contract with Mr, Scott 
has been entered into for the sum of £140—such contract is nearly completed. That a stoppage of the 
work will demand compensation by tbe contractor, and consequently entail serious loss to the Company.

Believing that tho jetty was urgently needed—as per Council report of East St. Leonards, which 
set forth that 183 residents had petitioned the Council for such a convenience (they, the Council having 
refused to comply with the petition)—this Company thus obtained the consent of the occupant of 
Mr. Lori's land to erect a jetty extending a few feet outside the rocks, made an application to the Lands 
Department for permission.

Please lay this statement before the Minister at your earl test convenience and pray that my request 
may be granted. f have, &e., ' ’

THOMAS SUMMERBELL,

' Minutes on abonc.
Submitted.—C.O., 6/11/85. Approved.—J. P. Abbott, 6/11/85.

Manager.

No. 50.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. P. Hayes.

Sir. Department of Lands, Sydney, 10 November, 1885.
Referring to your letter of the 3rd instant, respecting the jetty now in course of construction 

at the south boundary of High-street, Neutral Bay, 1 am directed to inform you, that Mr. Secretary 
Abbott has rescinded his former order for the stoppage of the work, and has issued instructions that the 
erection of the jetty referred to is to be allowed to proceed.

I have, &c.,
CHARLES OLIVER,

Under Secretary.
' " No. 51.
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No. 51.
Tho Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. T. Summerbell.

Sir, Department of Lauds, Sydne}r, 10 ISTovember, 1885.
Deferring to your letter of the 6th instant, respecting the jetty now iu course of construction 

at the south boundary of High-street, Neutral Day, and requesting tho Minister to revoke his previous 
order for the stoppage of tho work, I am directed to inform you, that Mr. Secretary Abbott has decided 
to grant your request, and has given instructions that proceedings instituted in the matter by Mr. Danger 
McKeown be staved. I have, &c.,

“ CHAELES OLTVEE,
Under Secretary.

20

No. 52.
The Under Secretary for Lands to R. P. Abbott, Esq., M.P.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 10 November, 1885.
I am directed to call your attention to the notice in the Government Gasctte of the 11th 

instant, from which you will perceive that the representatives of the late E. Lord will he allowed to 
purchase, under the 12th clause of the “ Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861,” portion containing 
2 roods and 27J perches, in the parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland ; and I am to request that 
you will be good enough to pay into the Colonial Treasury the sum of £6, being the price at which the 
land has been appraised, inclusive of the deed fee.

Under tho 8th clause of tho Ecgulations of the “ Land Acts further Amendment Act of 1880,” the 
amount stated must be paid in the manner pointed out within three months from the notice in the 
Government Gazette, under a penalty of an addition of 10 per cent, to the price; and should the price, 
together with such penalty, not be paid within a further period of three months, the claim to purchase 
will lapse, _ _

The deposit of £5, paid on the application, will he credited as part pay men t of the purchase 
money. X have, &c.,

E. H. DB LOW,
(Eor the Under Secretary.)

No. 58.
Tbe Under Secretary for Lands to Mr. Lorest-Ranger McKeown.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 10 November, 1885,
Deferring to your report of the 28th ultimo and my letter of the dth instant, respecting the 

jetty now in course of erection at the south boundary of High-street, Neutral Day, I am to request that 
you will ho good enough to stay any proceedings which you may have instituted in the ease, as the 
Minister for Lands has rescinded his previous order for the stoppage of the work in question.

I have, Ac.,
* CHAELES OLIVER,

Under Secretary.

No. 5L
Gazette Notice.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 11 November, 1885.
It is hereby notified that the persons hcrennder referred to will be permitted to purchase, under the 
12th clause of the “Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861” the portion of land mentioned in the 
following Schedule. _

2. The purchase money must be paid into tbe Colonial Treasury, Sydney, within three months 
from the date of the publication of this notice, under a penalty of an addition to the appraised value of 
10 percent.; and should that increased price not be paid within a further period of three mouths, the 
claims to purchase will lapse.

JOSEPH P. ABBOTT.

Registration
No.

SR.
No. Name of Applicant, Aren,.

Situation of Land. Appraised 
value, 

inclusive of 
deed fee., Piriah. J Comity.

Ms. 85-8,709 76-4G The Reproseul ntiyes of the late Edv ard 
Lord.

a, r, p.
0 2 27£ Willoughby...... Cumberland .....

£ s. d.
6 0 0

No. 55.
Mr. T. Summerbell to Tlie Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, North Shore Steam Perry Company (Limited), Sydney, 11 November, .1886.
I acknowledge tho receipt of your letter of 10th instant, received even date, re jetty at south 

boundary (f High-streci, Neutral Bay, with many thanks.
I have, &c.,

THOMAS SUMMERBELL.
Manager.

No. 56.
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No. 56.
The Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to Tlie Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Council Clifiinbers, East Sfc Leonards, 11 November, 1SS5.
I accordance with a resolution of the Council passed at a general meeting held on the 22nd 

October last, 1 have this day made an application for a lease of (he water frontage to Higli-street, in this 
Borough, for the purpose of erecting a public wharf thereon.

X am directed to state, that tho Mayor is surprised to find that a jetty has been erected on tbe said 
frontage to High-strcct, by the North Shore Berry Co., without permission, no notification having appeared 
in the Gazette or other newspapers. The North Shore Terry Co., recently asked permission of the Council 
to erect a jetty at this street, which was refused, it being pointed out at the time that the Council intended 
erecting a public wharf there.

The jetty now erected will spoil the scheme the Council intended carrying out, that of a large wharf 
for the use of the public. 1 liave, &c.,

r. A. TEMPLE,
--------  Council Clerk.

Minutes on Mo. 4G.
Submitted.—E.L., 12/11/85.
It is understood that the wharf does not front High-street, but adjoins it. No interference with 

tbe project of the Council need be permitted, as the lease to be granted to the North Shore Ferry Co,, 
would be made to terminate on the completion of the public wharf by the Council.—C.O., 11/11/85. 
Approved.—J. P. Abbott, 14/11/85.

No. 57.
The Under Secretary for Lands to Tho Council Clerk, East St. Leonards.

Sir, Department of Lands, Sydney, 14 November, 1885.
Referring to your letter of the 11th instant, respecting your application on behalf of the St. 

Leonard’s Municipal Council, for a lease of the water frontage to High-street, for the purpose of erecting 
a public wharf thereon, I am directed by the Secretary for Lands to inform you, that as it is understood 
that the wharf does not front High-street, but adjoins it, no interference with the project of tho Council 
will be permitted, as the lease to the North Shore Ferry Company could be made to terminate on the 
completion of the public wharf hy the Council. I have, &c.,

* CHARLES OLIVER,
Under Secretary.

No. 58.
The Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to The Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Council Chambers, East St. Leonards, 17 November, 1885.
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Under Secretary’s letter of tlie 14th instant, re 

application for a lease of the frontage at the foot of High-street, for a public wharf, in accordance with 
the plan submitted with the application.

T am directed by the Council to protest against the wharf at tlie foot of High-street, recently 
erected by the North Shore Ferry Company, unlawfully, this Couucil having had no opportunity to object 
to its erection.

I am directed to refer you to a letter forwarded to the Minister for Lands on 11th July, 1885, 
copies of which were forwarded to yourself, the Hon. The Colonial Secretary, the Hon. The Colonial 
Treasurer, the Hon. W. B. Dailey, and I.E. Ives, Esq., M.L.A.., protesting against the sale of the right 
of reclamation of the land whereon this recently erected wharf is situated, ajoining High-street, to the 
representatives of the late Edward Lord, pointing out particularly that if the public were restricted to the 
base frontage of High-slreet for a wharf, such would be almost useless.

Upon these facts, the portion alluded to. adjoining High-street, was actually reserved from sale, 
thereby making a proper approach to High-street.

Tour Under Secretary’s letter states that the lease to the North Shore Ferry Company could be 
made to terminate on the completion of the public wharf by tlie Council, but f am directed to point out 
(as in my last letter) that the wharf erected by tbe North Shore Ferry Company (if allowed to remain) 
entirely prevents the erection of the proposcdlarge public wharf over tlie frontage to High-street, with the 
piece of land adjoining, resumed for that purpose. See sketch with the application.

Therefore if a lease is granted to the North Shore Company, this Municipality cannot proceed with 
their proposed improvements for the public benefit, J have, <fcc.,

P. A. TEMPLE,
Council Clerk.

No. 59.
Memo, from Metropolitan and Coast District Surveyor to Under Secretary for Lands.
Borough Council of East St, Leonards, complaining of jetty at foot of High-street, erected by the North

Shore Steam Ferry Company.
(No. 1,462) 20 November, 1885.
I have personally inspected this jetty and seen the alignment of High-street.

2. The jetty has been erected alongside the extension of the building line of High-street, and is 
upon land, which in my report No. 879. of 17th .September last, upon Edward Lord's proposed reclama
tion (Mise. 85-13,684)1 recommended to be reserved as a means of access io Higb-street. J am not 
aware of the decision in that case.

3. It appears to me that the only encroachment upon Ihe frontage waters of High-slreet, and which 
is tho only area the Council can claim, is the small portion of jelly marked A B C D upon Council's tracing 
herewith.

4.
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4 A special Ica^c No 85-77, for a public ^Inrf and general wharfage is now with me for report. 
The area applied for is ns colored brown upon enclosed tracing, and it embraces nearly tbe entire jetty of 
the Steam Company. JOHN W. DEETtlNO,

Metropolitan District Surveyor.

No. 60.
Mr. T. Summerbell to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, North Shore Steam Ferry Company (Limited), Sydney, 21 November, 1885.
However desirable it may have been for a deputation from this Company to wait upon the 

Minister, it is now rendered unnecessary at this stage, on account of the equitable decision he has given 
(as per Herald's report in this day's issue).

I ask sir, that in the event of tbe Minister permitting any of the East St. Leonard’s deputation 
being present when the surveyor is senl to report (or what would he infinitely better, the Minister’s 
own inspection), that I may have Ihe same privilege accorded, me.

1 have attended the Councils discussions re jetty, and can say a few things, aud at their last meet
ing held on the jetty at 7 a.m. on the 18th instant, J said as follows (exact words from my pocket 
book) :—“That the end planks are over the alignment in the same way that a house built with a chasm 
before it, put planks out for ingress to road for its inmates. That when they commence their 
wharf we will remove any encroachments when proved to be wrong by the judge.’’

I have, &c,,
THOMAS SUMMERBELL,

Manager.

No. 61.
Tbe Under Secretary for Finance and Trade to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir, The Treasury, New South "Wales, 25 November, 1885.
I am directed to inform you that the representatives of the late Edward Lord paid into this 

office on the 24th instant, the sum of £5, being the amount of purchase money for land at parish 
Willoughby, county Cumberland, containing 2 roods 271 perches, under the 12th clause of the Land
Act of 1SG1.

2. The fee on deed £1, has also been paid.

Minute on above.
Deeds Branch, for preparation of deed,—B.H.D., 8 December, 1885.

I have, &c.,
W. NEWCOMBE,

(Pro Under Secretary).

No. 62.
The Council Clerk, East St. Leonards, to The Under Secretary for Lands.

Sir. Council Chamber’s, East St. Leonards, 18 December, 1885.
Referring to the jetty recently erected at the foot of High-street, illegally by the North Shore 

Ferry Company, I am directed to inform you, that the Council will protect its rights against spoliation, 
and will move for an injunction to restrain the granting of a lease of said wharf to tho Company.

T have. &c.,
P. A. TEMPLE,

Council Clerk.

No. 63.
Memorandum.

Lord’s reclamation at Careening Cove, and North Shore Steam Ferry Company’s Jetty at the foot of
High-street, St. Leonard’s East, .

[Memo, specially submitted]
The reports of Mr. District-Surveyor Dcering are submitted, from which it may bo advanced as follows, 
in conjunction with the previous instructions in these cases, in view of protest of Borough Council of 
East St. Leonards :—

1. That Lord's reclamation (S.P. 76-A-7, Misc. 84-27,304) be restricted to lines marked ABDE 
on tracing, with Mr. Deering’s report of 17 September, 1885.—18,4S8, Ms.

2. Tho North Shore Ferry Company’s lease or permission to erect a jetty or to occupy the water 
frontage at foot of High-street, be restricted to the term mentiond in tho Under Secretary's minute 
of 13/11/85, on Occ. 85-2,725, viz., that the lease or permission to the North Shore Ferry Company, 
could be made to terminate on tho completion of the public wharf by the Borough Council.

This would leave clear for separate action, the application 85-77, special lease of the Borough 
Council, to lease for public wharf and general wharfage, see Oec. 86-2, the area shown by brown 
tint on tracing, with Mr. District-Surveyor Deering’s report 1,462 of 20 November, 1885.—H.H.D., 
4/1/86. ~

No. 64.
E. Abigail, Esq., M.P., to The Secretary for Lauds.

Sir, Sydney, 13 January, 1886.
1 have the honor to draw your attention to the enclosed paragraph cut from the Sydney Daily 

Telegraph of the 12th instant. It is a statement of a transaction said to have been sanctioned by Mr. 
Abbott just before he left office, but it is of so monstrous a character that 1 have declined to accept it 
unless it be confirmed by the reply to this. Should it be true, I strongly urge upon you not to give effect

to
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to what will bo a scandalous act of spoliation, more especially when you consider that a Select Cmninitiee 
appointed to inquire and report upon the "Whaling Eoad, brought up a request that the road which includes 
this very land should be resumed for tho people, and but for the death of Mr, Holterman, the chairman, 
the report would have been adopted.

Awaiting the favour of a replv. I liave, Ac.,
"----------------- F. ABIGAIL.

\]£nclostire^\
A case for inquiry.

Jpst before Mr, Abbott retired from the Lands Office, he gave his sanction to the sale of a piece of land situate in the 
Borough of Last St, Leonards, and known as the Whaling Keserve. being a water frontage with an area of three-quarters 
of an acre, and valued ut £1,800 to £2,000.- Wo are informed that the hon. gentleman sanctioned the sale of the land to 
the executors of the late Mr. Edward Lord for the sum of £G, including a deed fee, although it had been previously promised 
to tbe Borough of East St, Leonards by Mr. Farnell, as a permanent reserve. The Council concerned, entered a strong 
protest against tho transaction, and communicated with Mr. Jves, hy asldug him to investigate the matter. Mr. Ives replied 
to the Council that he thought there must have been sonic oversight ou the part of the Government appraiser, as in many 
other cases of this sort which had come under his notice, as he never heard of such an absurdly low price for so large an 
area. He also promised to inquire into the details of the land case at the Lands Office when Ministers w'eve available. 
The following was the letter received hy the Council from Mr. Ives :—“I am iu receipt of yours of the IPth instant, drawing 
my attention by direction of your Council to the circumstances in connection with the sale by the Government to tbe 
executors of tlie late Edward Lord, of a portion of land between his property and iow'-wrater mark, which your Council alleges 
contains an area of nearly three-quarters of an acre, and is worth £1,800 to £2,000, but was sold to Lord’s representatives 
for the sum of £(>, including survey fee. If the facts arc ns stated by you, I should think there must have been an over
sight on the part of tho Government appraiser, as in many other cases of this sort which have come under my notice,”

No. 65.
The Mayor of East St. Leonards to The Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Council Chambers, East St. Leonards, 14 January, 1886.
As representing tlie Municipal Council and the inhabitants of this Borough, I do myself the 

honor to submit the following remarks for your serious consideration.
In the Government Gazette, dated 24 Juno last, the announcement appears, signed by the Secre

tary for Lands, that the executors of the late Mr. Edward Lord had applied for a right of reclamation over 
a certain portion of foreshore within this Borough in Careening Cove.

11 has recently come to our knowledge, that the department over which you preside has made 
arrangements to make the concession applied for, subject to a trivial modification professedly made in 
favour of our municipal requirements.

On behalf of the Council and the resident ratepayers, 1 am authorized to give you distinctly to 
understand that we emphatically protest against such a violation of public and municipal rights as will be 
qierpetrated if this claim is conceded.

In spite of a protest repeatedly urged by this Couucil, a large portion of harbour reserve, public 
property set apart for the public welfare, situated behind the proposed reclamation, measuring 2 roods 
27i perches, was sold to the same applicants, namely, the executors of the late Mr. Edward Lord, as 
appears by a Gazette notice published on the 11 November last.

Previous sales and concessions of a like nature granted to private individuals by various govern
ments, have made away with almost every inch of water frontage and other public land within the built 
and occupied portion of the Borough, until at present the inhabitants can neither leave the streets, nor 
land on their shores from a boat, without incurring the risk of being prosecuted for trespass.

II the Circular Quay aud the Botanical Gardens were sold secretly by the Minister for Lands to 
private persons through the influence of politicians and land agents, then Sydney would be in the position 
to which' East St, Leonards has been brought.

From past records it appears that almost every Ministry lias taken part in the spoliation of public 
property aud municipal privilege on the North Shore, and we fear that our position will always be precar
ious so long as harbour frontages can be dealt with secretly, and while the Minister for Lands retains a 
right of discretionary action, which, as far as our interests are concerned, has been systematically abused.

In one exceptional instance we succeeded in obtaining temporary protection for a large portion of 
unoccupied frontage, but we are fully aware of the slight security on which the public rights in this case 
are based, and that the land in question may any day cease to he national property. As it is, the tempo
rary protection which we secured was due entirely to an oxceqitional concurrence of circumstances ■ but 
for this the Minister for Lands of the day would have sold to Mr, James Milson three-fourths of a mile 
of harbour frontage reserve, being a large part of liobertson’s point, commonly known as Cremorne, a 
position in the harbour, in intrinsic value and natural advantages second to none.

But while acknowledging our obligations to certain members of the Ministry of July, 1885, for 
their countenance in this instance, we have to record our regret that in tlie case of the Careening Cove 
Reserve, which was duly represented to them, the good will of these honourable gentlemen proved of no 
avail, as it turned out that the retired Minister had previously pledged the Government to give the land 
to Mr. Lord’s executors,

It is our earnest wish to address the head of the Lands Department in becoming terms, and to 
grant to each Minister as much respect as he personally may merit, but we would not wish to lead yon 
sir, to suppose for a moment, that as a community, as a municipality, or individually we will scruple to 
speak our minds plainly as to the infamous jobs and intrigues, through which the frontages and foreshores 
of East St. Leonards have been despoiled, in order to enrich persons favoured by various Ministers for 
Lands.

As Mayor, I desire now to hand you, sir, the deliberate determination of the body which I repre
sent. I am, Ac.,

EDWARD M. CLARK, 
Mayor.

P.S.—I may mention the ease of the Whaling Road in this Borough. The road wa& aligned and 
confirmed on the 7th July, 1873, from the western boundary of the Whaling allotments to the waters of 
Port Jackson in Neutral Bay—40 feet in width. See Gazette No. 178, 18 July, 1873, but almost the 
whole of the road is now closed and claimed by private owners, the public being thus deprived of one of 
the most important public thoroughfares on the North Shore. E.M.C.

/

No. 66.
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Sec No. 3D.

Sec No. BO.

Sec No. 40. 
See No. 41. 
See No. 42, 
See No. 43.

See No, G5

No. 66.
The Mayor of East St. Leonards to The Secretary for Lands.

Sir, Borough of East St. Leonard’s, 2-5 January, 188G.
As respecting the inhabitants of this municipality'. I beg to submit for your perusal the 

documents herewith:—
They relate to a long standing abuse—ihe spoliation of the public lands within this Borough, more 

especially the harbour reserve frontages and foreshores.
An early Government of the Colony decreed that a reserve of public lands fronting the harbour 

100 feet in depth, should be maintained for public wants, but for long, one Minister for Lauds after 
another has aided and abetted the transfer of these frontages to private persons in disregard of the policy 
so professed.

In like manner the foreshores—being the lands situated between the high-water and low-water 
levels, have in defiance of public necessities been conveyed to private persons aud speculators.

In common with other districts, the inhabitants of this Borough expected that the local administration 
provided by the Land Act of ISSL would protect them for the future against secret jobs and abuses of the 
kind; but it turned out that the frontage lauds of the Metropolitan District were by law specialty 
exempted from administration by the District Board, and were left in the Minister’s hands to be dealt 
with as he might in his discretion determine. '

The consequence has been that since the Act of 1884 came into operation, the appropriation of 
frontage lands, with the aid of Ministerial complicity, has gone on as before.

The papers herewith will disclose tlie fact that one very gross attempt was for the time thwarted 
through an unusually fortunate concurrence of circumstances, aud that another attempt has been carried 
out successfully in spite of repeated protests made hy this Municipality.

In common with other communities occupying the shores of the harbour, we believe that our 
interests in these frontage lands will meet with no consideration so long as the same can be dealt with 
secretly by land agents and politicians infesting the Minister’s office.

We trust that the perusal of the documents enclosed will influence your action as a member of 
the Legislature ; first, in giving your aid to prevent the alienation of the reserve on Kobcrtson’s point; 
second, in saving lands in Careening Cove from confiscation ; and last, in bringing the harbour frontages 
under public local administration, as is successfully done with the other lands of the Colony.—On behalf 
of the Borough and community of East St. Leonards. I have, &c.,

EDWABD M. CLAEK,
----------------- Mayor.

[JSnclosurc.']

Papers transmitted herewith.
No. 1. Letter from Council of East St. Leonard’s to Minister for Lands, referring to proposed sale of Bobertson's 

Point Reserve to Mr. James Milson. May 11, 1SS5.
No. 2, Letter from Council to tlie same, respecting tlie proposed sale of Careening Cove Reserve to Mr. Edward 

Lord. October 8, 1SS4.
No. 3. Letter from same to same, respecting application for right of reclamation by representatives of Mr. Lord, 

July 11, 1885. _
Letter from same to Colonial Secretary, July 11, 1885. 

a Letter from same to Colonial Treasurer. July 11, 1885.
J'0, Letter from same to Minister for Works. July 11, 1885.

Letter from same to Hon. W. B. Dailey, July 11, 1885.
Enclosing copies of above letter to Minister for Lands.

No. 7. Letter from Mayor of Council to Minister for Lauds respecting sales in Careening Cove and other water 
frontages. 14 January, 1SS6. *

* Papers in print,—Covering printed Circular without address. Portions not given herewith are in previous portions of this return.

[Nine plans.] '

[4.v.]
Sydney : Thomas KichanK Government Printer,—1S30.
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1885-6.

EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OE THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Votes No. 3G. Tuesday, 30 Mabch, 188G.

*21. G-EOHffE Dougherty’s Conditional Tuechase :—Mr. Burns, for Mr. Gould, moved, pursuant to 
amended, Notice,—■
(1.) That a Select Committee be appointed, with power to send for persons and papers, to inquire 
into and report upon the matter of the forfeiture of George Dougherty’s Conditional Purchase, 
made at the Lands Office, Gunnedah, on 18th May, 1876.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Copeland, Mr. Spring, Mr. Barbour, Mr. Abigail, Mr. 
Day, Dr. Boss, Mr. Fitzgerald, and the Mover.
(3.) That the Beport from the Select Committee of Session 1883-4, in reference to this matter be 
referred to such Committee.
Question put and passed.

Votes No. 59. Thursday, 13 May, 1886.
S. George Dougherty’s Conditional Purchase :—Mr. Gould, as Chairman, brought up the Beport 

from, and laid upon the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, the Select Committee for whose 
consideration and report this subject was referred on 30th March, 1886.
Ordered to be printed.

CONTENTS.
FAQ 15.
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1885-6.

GEOBGE DOUGHERTY’S CONDITIONAL PURCHASE.

l 

REPORT.

The Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on the 30th March, 
1886,'—“ with power to send for persons and papers, to inquire into and report 
upon the matter of the forfeiture of George Dougherty's conditional purchase 
made at the Lands Office, Gunnedah, on lUth May, 1876, and to whom was 
referred, on the same date, the Deport from the Select Committee of Session 
1883-4 in reference to this matter,"'—have agreed to the following Report:—■

1. Your Committee having carefully considered the Report and Evidence 
referred to them, find as follows:—

1. That on the 18th day of May, 1876, George Dougherty applied to pur
chase, under the 13th section of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 
1861, 317 acres of land situate on the Bando Run, being measured 
portion No. 60, County Pottinger, parish Calala.

2. That, consequent upon the report of Mr. H. Y. Geary, Inspector of
Conditional Purchases, an inquiry was held at Tambar Springs, by 
Mr. Commissioner Delaney, as to fulfilment by the said George 
Dougherty of the condition of residence on the said conditional pur
chase, when the evidence of the said George Dougherty and Henry 
Vincent Geary, and that of James W. Jones and William Grace, the 
superintendent and sheep overseer respectively of the said Bando Run, 
was taken, and the said Commissioner reported that lie found condition 
of residence not to have been fulfilled, and therefore recommended 
that the said conditional purchase should be forfeited.

3. That the recommendation for such forfeiture was approved on the 3rd
December, 1878.

4. That the statutory declaration of fulfilment of conditions of residence
and improvements, as required by section 18 of the Crown Lands 
Alienation Act of 1861, was duly made and lodged at the Lands Office, 
Gunnedah, by the said George Dougherty, on the 25th day of June, 
1879, and the first instalment of £15 17s. on account of the said con
ditional purchase paid by him and credited at the Treasury.

5. That a further inquiry into the fulfilment of the condition of residence
by the said George Dougherty was held at Tambar Springs, before Mr. 
Commissioner Delaney, on the 31st July, 1879, when the only evidence 
taken was that of John Smith and John Sharp, and the Commissioner 
reported as follows :—ft I respectfully submit there is nothing in the 
evidence to warrant me altering the recommendation in my report of 
the 5th September, 1878; and I have therefore to report that I find 
such conditions of residence not to have been fulfilled, and to recom
mend that this conditional purchase be forfeited.”

6. That no action appears to have been taken by the Department upon
such further report until the month of December in the following 
year’, when the recommendation that such forfeiture should be adhered 
to was approved.

7.
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7. That no intimation appears to have been given Dougherty that it had
hcen decided that the purchase should be brought forward for for
feiture until the 7th February, 1880.

8. That the said George Dougherty paid his annual instalments of £15 17s.
on account of the said conditional purchase, for the years 1879, 1880, 
and 1881.

9. That in consequence of a letter from Messrs. H. H. Brown & Co., pray
ing for a rehearing of the case, the same was referred to Mr. Commis
sioner Delaney for that purpose.

10. That an inquiry by way of a rehearing was accordingly held at Tambar 
Springs, before Mr. Commissioner Delaney, on 1st December, 1881, 
when the evidence of the said George Dougherty and James William 
Jones, and that of Kobert Sharp, W. Tty an, and John Pryor was 
taken, the whole of which indicated the fulfilment of conditions of 
residence and improvements by the said George Dougherty, and the 
Commissioner reported as follows :—“ I have therefore to report that

. I find such conditions * * * * * to have been fulfilled,
and to recommend that this conditional purchase be .”

11. That notwithstanding such evidence and report, the forfeiture origin
ally decided in 1878 was approved, and the land subsequently sold by 
the Crown to the Messrs. White, the owners of Bando Bun.

12. That Mr. Commissioner Delaney, when examined by your Committee, 
explained that he made no recommendation as to forfeiture or other
wise in the report of the last inquiry, as it had to be decided by the 
Minister, and not by him. And further, that with reference to his 
last inquiry, if that had been the only occasion it had come before 
him, considering the evidence given by Dougherty on that occasion, 
he should have recommended that the selection be allowed.

13. That, in addition, to the payment of the deposit of £79 os. on applica
tion for the said conditional purchase by the said George Dougherty, 
he effected improvements on the same valued at £340, and further 
paid three annual instalments of £15 17s. each, on account of the said 
conditional purchase, making in all a sum of £466 16s.; and further, 
that he the said George Dougherty valued his said conditional pur
chase at upwards of £2 per acre.

2. Your Committee arc of opinion that the conditions of residence and 
improvements in respect of the said conditional purchase were complied with by the 
said George Dougherty, and therefore recommend his case to the favourable con
sideration of the Government.

No, 2 Committee lioom, ALBERT J. GOULD,
Sydney, Vtth May, 1886. Chairman.

. 4
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PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE.

THU BSD AT, 8 APRIL 1886. 
Membees Peesent :—

None.
In the absence of a quorum the meeting called for this day lapsed.

THURSDAY, 15 APRIL, 1886. 
Membebs Present :—

None.
In the absence of a quorum the meeting called for this day lapsed.

THURSDAY, 13 MAY, 1886. 
Members Present :—

Mr. Gould,
Mr. Barbour.

Dr. Boss,

Mr. Gould called to the Chair. , . . „ . j- _ q0ie(.i.
Entry from Votes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee and referring Bepo 

Committee of Session 1883-4, read by the Clerk.
Printed copies of the previous Beport before the Committee.
Committee deliberated. , . , r__ „„
Motion made (Dr. Boss) and Question,—That the Beport brought up by a former Committee on

this subject, and dated 21 May, 1884, be the Beport of this Committee, put and passe .
Chairman to report to the House.

Sydney: Thomas Richard), Government Printer.—ISM.

463—B
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1886-6.

Legislative Assembly,

NEW SOUTH WALES.

ME. HENRY ARTHUR HOUGH.
(PETITION OF.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 14 May, 1886.

Petition of the undersigned Henry Arthur Hough to the Legislative Assembly of New South 'Wales,
in Parliament assembled. ’

Wherein your Petitioner, who came to this Colony in May, 1875, to select land as a home for himself 
. and family, humbly showeth the grievous trouble, litigation, and expense he has been put to for the past ten 
years and is not yet at an end—through having to defend two Supreme Court actions for £2,000 each for 
trespassing on land which your Petitioner had selected on Tarramiah Run (owned by one Henry Tarlton 
Whitty and John Charles Whitty), and which land had been surveyed before selection, but which survey 
had afterwards been found to encroach on two reserves, numbered respectively 296a and No. 98 in respect 
of which two portions so encroaching, not having previously been taken from the lease of the run, your 
Petitioner was sued as aforesaid for trespassing on his own land for which he held the Government 
receipts; but which did not prevent his being compelled to defend the said two actions, and involved him 
in costs amounting to over £500, and extended over a period of two years, necessitating his almost 
continual absence from his_ home and business in Albury, Sydney, or Melbourne, whereby Ms business 
was utterly neglected and his health very much impaired; and your Petitioner would humbly direct your 
attention to the significant fact that at a Supreme Court trial held in Sydney, in June, 1883, in which he 
was defendant, the barrister employed by Whitty admitted in open Court that Whitty never thought to 
get the £4,000 damages from him, but was determined to issue writ after writ to harass him with con- 
timious litigation and compel him to sell his land. Your Petitioner was compelled to borrow money at 
nigh interest to meet the vexatious losses and expenses ho was put to through this treatment - but in order 
to avoid further trouble your Petitioner (by Whitty’s solicitation) leased the whole of his’selections to 
Whitty for seven years in August, 1880, thereby hoping to have peace and recruit his health, wh’ich was 
very much impaired through the continual trouble and worry he had hcen put to. The lands in dispute - 
however, were afterwards legalised by a special Act of Parliament, passed on the 10th day of August 188l’ 
and called ‘ Hie Validating Titles Act.” Your Petitioner would further point out the grievous loss and 
tinuble he was afterwards put to through selecting 140J acres of land on Tarramiah Run, on the 15th 
May, 18/9 (afterwards made freehold on the 5th day of March, 1883), and which land formed part of the 
Janda leased by your Petitioner to Whitty, but which piece, on account of certain improvements thereon 
was the subject of a special clause in the lease, providing that rent was only to be paid to.him in the event 
ot the said land being duly vested in and legalized to your Petitioner bv the Government of New South 
Wales. A Court of Appraisement was held in Mulwala, on the 22nd day of October, 1882 to inquire 
into and value the improvements, the decision of which Court was to be final and binding as provided for 
by the Land Act of 1880. Said decision was ultimately given in your Petitioner’s favour, as shown bv a 
parliamentary report printed in April, 1SS4, and a circular letter of the Lands Department forwarded to 
your Petitioner. Relying on this title, and no rent whatever being paid for two years, your Petitioner was 
induced, after much opposition on Ms side, to sue Whitty in the Supreme Court in Svdney for the rent 
then amounting to £40, your Petitioner’s lawyer stating that the District Court, in which your Petitioner 
wished it tried, as being much less expensive, had no jurisdiction. After much delay'and numerous 
journeys to Albury and Sydney to consult his lawyer and barrister, and several adjournments, the case came 
before the Supreme Court, Sydney, in June, 1884, and resulted in a verdict for your Petitioner by 
consent on the lease alone, no evidence being taken. A point of law, however, was reserved for argument 
by the full Bench which took place on the following August 12th, 1884, before Sir James Martin Sir 
George Jnncs, and Justice Wmdcyer, who decided that the Lands Department had no power to sell 
conditionally anv surveyed land containing improvements over £40 in value, and that the Minister of 
Lands had acted illegally and ultra vires in awarding him the land after the recommendation by the Court 
ot Appraisement in 1882 (October 22nd), as the improvements exceeded £40 in value, and the land was 
surveyed and marked on the ground and numbered 90; that therefore your Petitioner had no claim to 
140* acres in question nor to 68 acres adjoining it, an original conditional purchase in virtue of which the 
140i- acres was selected. Moreover, your Petitioner had to pay all costs in that action, amountimr to 

495- £1,000.
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£1,000. Immediately on receipt of news informing him of the decision of the Full Bench your Petitioner 
wrote to Mr, "W, J. Lyne, M.P., on the case, which "'as brought under the notice of the Minister of Lands, 
Mr. Parnell, who was greatly surprised at the ruling, and on searching the survey records found out the 
verdict was entirely wrong and against facts, as the land at time of selection, viz., 15th May, 1879, was 
not an approved measured portion, not having received the signature of the Surveyor-General or that of 
the Minister, which was not affixed till the 2nd June, 1880, hut was surveyed on 13th June, 1878, thereby 
clearly establishing it to be Crown Lands unimproved at date of selection, 15th May, 1879. Moreover, 
Mr. Parnell, through Mr. Lyne, sent a telegram informing your Petitioner that if he paid the balance of 
purchase money due on the (38 acres he, Mr. Parnell, would issue the Crown Grant for the whole 
allotment of 208? acres, the same never having been subdivided, but comprising one lot, No. 90. Tour 
Petitioner followed this advice,'and obtained the Crown Grant.on November 27th, 1884, hut was not 
enabled to obtain a reversal of the verdict, as time to appeal, viz., fourteen days, had elapsed before 
the error was found out; nor could he take it to the Privy Council in England, as no new evidence could 
he admitted. To make things more complicated still, your Petitioner, acting under the best legal advice, 
sought to recover the rent owing for five years, amounting with interest to £117 11s. 5d., in the District 
Court, Corowa, on the 30th day of June, 1885, but was non-suited on a technical point. The same case 
came before Judge Porbes on the 14th November, 1885, who dismissed it, as he had no jurisdiction, in spite 
of your Petitioner producing his Crown Grant and hank book showing that Whitty had actually paid rent 
for three half-years on the 68 acres forming portion of 208? acres named, since the verdict of Pull 
Bench on August 12th, 1884, thereby clearly admitting your Petitioner’s title to the whole lot of 20S|- 
acres, as it was legally impossible for one part to be good without the whole being good, the Crown Grant 
covering all, and every preliminary condition fulfilled, as parliamentary report shows.

Tour Petitioner would further point out that, had he have been in possession of the actual facts in 
connection with this piece of land, lie might have been spared the ruinous loss and trouble he has been 
put to, for the parliamentary reports hold him blameless all through; and after the Court of Appraisement 
deciding in Ins favour and accepting purchase money and promising grant should issue, he naturally 
thought the land was his and all the rights pertaining thereto; but on his seeking to assert them in a 
lawful manner the disastrous and unforeseen results herein occurred. And your Petitioner would humbly 
point out, before concluding this Petition, that the money losses named herein do not nearly represent his 
actual losses, such as sacrificing stock to raise money, long absence from, homo on law business, the loss 
sustained from not being able to cultivate land for want of horses and machinery for the past ten years, 
and being compelled to pay high interest on loans to meet law costs, besides the expenses incidental to a 
mortgage of his property ; also of worry and anxiety of mind, quite unfitting him for his business. Tour 
Petitioner is at an utter loss how to recover the rent due to him, as apparently no Law Court has jurisdic
tion (from the ruling at Corowa District Court by Judge Forbes), a fact irreconcilable with the Supreme 
Court twice having had jurisdiction in said case, and Whitty through his lawyer having since paid three 
half-years’ rent on one portion of the aforesaid land, absolutely taken from your Petitioner by the Full 
Bench, and pleading through his lawyer that the ruling of the Full Bench had not been reversed, which 
facts taken together place your Petitioner in a most extraordinary and unprecedented dilemma, from 
which ho humbly prays that your Honorable House will take his case into your merciful consideration, and 
cause justice to be done to him for the heavy losses he has sustained.

And, as in duty bound, your Petitioner will ever pray, &c.
HENET AETHHR HOUGH,

Hillside, Corowa, 18 November, 1885.

Sydney; Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—18SC.
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1885-6.

EXTRACTS EROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OE THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Votes No. 7G. Fjudat, 11 Juit,, 1886.

10. Mii. Hentiy Abthck Hough :—Mr. Hvngerfori, for Mr. McCulloch, moved, pursuant to Notice,— 
(1.) That the Petition of Henry Arthur Hough, presented to this Honorable House on the 14th 
May, 1886, be referred to a Select Committee, with power to send for persons and papers, for 
inquiry and report.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Chanter, Mr. Lyne, Mr. A. G. Taylor, Mr. Copeland, 
Mr. AV. J. Fergusson, Mr. O’Sullivan, Mr. Day, Mr. Parkes, and Mr. McCulloch.
Question put and passed.

Votes No. 90. Thuesday, 8 July, 1886.

4. Mu. Heuey Aethue Hough :—Mr. McCulloch, as Chairman, brought up the Report from, and laid 
upon the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before, the Select Committee 
for whose consideration and report this subject was referred on 11th June, 1886; together with 
Appendix.
Ordered to he printed.
#*##*# #**
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1885-0.

MR. HENRY ARTHUR HOUGH.

EEPOKT.

*

The Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly, appointed, on the 11th June, 
1886, to whom was referred 11 the 'Petition of Henry Arthur Hough, with 
power to send for persons and papers for inquiry and report,”—have agreed to 
the following lleport:—

Your Committee having examined the witness named in the margin,* 
whose evidence will he found appended hereto, find as follows :—
' That the Petitioner has proved the allegations of his petition which may he

briefly stated to he: That the Petitioner selected 1,280 acres, consisting 
of four lots of 320 acres each, on the Tarramiah Hun, two lots of which 
land had been previously surveyed and were represented by that 
survey as being available for selection, and that he occupied and 
improved the said selections.

That subsequently it vras discovered that they encroached on Reserves 
296 a and No. 98 on that Hun, and that immediately upon that 
discovery actions "were commenced by Messrs. H. T. and J. C. Whitty 
the lessees of the run, for trespass; and the Petitioner was consequently 
cast in damages and costs amounting to £526 10s.; that subsequently 
these Heserves were to the necessary extent cancelled and the selections 
legalized.

That the total loss and expenditure of this Petitioner in respect of the said 
mistake in the survey amounted to £526 10s.

That the Petitioner, in August, 1878, selected 68 acres, and on the 15th 
May, 1879, by additional conditional purchases, 140f acres of land (on 
the same run), the two areas forming together a block which had been 
surveyed comprising in all 208f acres.

That the Petitioner was greatly harassed by the Messrs. Whitty, and ulti
mately agreed to lease the selections, including the 140f acres, to those 
gentlemen by a lease, a copy of which is attached hereto; that the 
Messrs. Whitty refused to pay rent for the 140f acres, and the Petitioner 
had to sue for it in the Supreme Court, and the evidence given by the 
Crown Lands officers in that case went to show that the said land 
formed part of a “ measured portion” of 208f- acres on which were 
improvements to an amount of £40, and the Court thereupon decided 
that such selection wras invalid, and the Petitioner vras further cast in 
damages and costs to the amount of £1,433 16s. 5d,, inclusive of 
£106 15s. paid to make 140f- acres freehold by legal advice in 1882.

That it was subsequently discovered that the 208£ acres was not a “measured 
portion” within the meaning of the Act, and on payment of the balance 
of purchase money a grant of the land wras issued to the Petitioner.

That it is proved that the land was properly taken up as a selection and that 
the judgment should have been for the Petitioner; but the discovery 
was not made in time to set aside the erroneous judgment, and con

' sequently the Petitioner is left without remedy.
That the Petitioner’s expenditure and costs in respect of such selections 

amounted to £2,140 6s. 5d., including £150, being six years’ rent owing 
on the 140f acres but not paid, and £30 at least through absence from
home.

Your Committee, in view of the extreme hardship of the case, recommend 
the claim of Henry Arthur Hough to the most favorable consideration of the 
Government.

A. H. McCTJLLOCH, Jr.,
No. 3 Committee Room, Chairman.

Sydney, Qth July, 1886.

*Mr, Henry 
Arthur Hough.
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PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE.

THURSDAY, 17 JUNE, 1886.

Member Pbesest :—
Mr. Day.

In the absence of a quorum, the Meeting called for this day lapsed.

TUESDAY, 22 JUNE, 1886. 

Members Present :—

Mr. McCulloch, j Mr. Chanter.
In the absence of a quorum, the Meeting called for this day lapsed.

WEDNESDAY, 23 JUNE, 1886.

Members Present:—■

Mr. McCulloch, | Mr. Day,
Mr. Chanter.

Mr. McCulloch called to the Chair,
Entry from Votes and Proceedings appointing the Committee read by the Clerk.
Committee deliberated.
Mr. Henry Arthur Hough called in, sworn, and examined.
Witness handed in copies of estimated loss sustained by Petitioner, Lease from Hough to Whitty, 

and case for Counsel’s opinion, with Counsel’s opinion thereon. (See Appendix)
Witness withdrew. ,
Committee deliberated.
Ee-assembling of the Committee to be arranged by the Chairman.

(Adjourned.)

TUESDAY, 16 JULY, 1886.

Members Present:—

Mr. McCulloch in the Chair.
Mr. Day, I Mr. A. Gr. Taylor,

Chairman submitted Draft Eeport. 
Same read and agreed to. 
Chairman to report to the House.

Mr. O’Sullivan.
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE

TAKEN BEFOBB

THE SELECT COMMITTEE

ON THE

PETITION OF HENRY ARTHUR HOUGH.

WEDNESDAY, 23 JUNE, 1886. 

present: —
Mr. CHANTER, Mr. McOULLOCH,
Mr. DAY, Mr. O’SULLIVAN.

A. H. McOULLOCH, Jun., Esq., in the Chair.

Mr. Henry Arthur Hough called in and examined :—
1. Chairman.'] You presented a petition to the Legislative Assembly on the Idth May last ? Yes. Mr.
2. You are a selector ? Yes, on Tarramiah Run. H- A. Hough,
3. Who are the owners of that run ? Henry Tarleton Whitty and John Charles Whitty—father and
S011 J 23 June, 1886.
4. What land did you select? First of all, on the 20th May, 187G, I selected 320 acres for myself and 
320 acres for my three children.
5. There was no difficulty about those selections ? Yes; the first difficulty arose in March, 1878, when 
it was intimated to me by the Government that two of the surveyed lines were wrong, whereby 100 acres 
on my son Charles’s selection encroached on a reserve. No. 29G, and my own selection encroached on 
another reserve, No. 98, to the extent of 52j acres. At the same time the Lands Department officially 
informed me that they would rectify the mistake; but in the meantime I received a writ for £2,000 
damages from Messrs. Whitty for trespassing on the land I had selected, which was all fenced in and the 
improvements completed. I placed the matter in the hands of Fleming and Bradley, solicitors, Albury, 
and the result was they compromised the action without my consent or instructions. That involved me 
in law costs to the extent of £166, besides other expenses.
6. Were these costs incurred in any way in consequence of the wrong action of the Government?
Purely.
7. Now tell us what the action of the Government was? They said the land was surveyed before I took 
it up, and after I bad been living there three years they found it encroached on reserves Nos. 296 and 98, 
whereby they made me legally but not morally a trespasser.
8. Had the land been surveyed ? One portion was surveyed before selection, the other after. Besides 
the £166 I have mentioned I paid my lawyer £20, and court fees £10; and then I had to come to Sydney, 
which cost me £15, and I went to Melbourne likewise, which cost me £5; I was also repeatedly in Albury 
and Corowa on this business, at a cost of £10; and I had to sacrifice my stock and pay interest ou money, 
besides neglecting my business, which I estimate at £150—making the total loss on the first action of 
£376. Then a second action was immediately entered for £2,000 for trespass on the 521, acres encroaching 
on reserve No. 98, and the expense of that action was £150.
9. What is the total amount of loss you estimate that you have sustained? The amounts are particularised 
in the paper I now baud in. {See Appendix A 1.)
10. Mr. O’Sullivan.] What is the total amount you claim as compensation for the loss inflicted on yon 
through the maladministration of the Land law? £1,959 5s. 9d. Then we come to the measured portion 
of 140j- acres, selected on the 15th May, 1879. This was part of a surveyed portion marked and

numbered
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Mr. numbered 90, and containing in the whole 208i;- acres. Sixty-eight acres were taken up as an original
H. A. Hough. ge]ec£ion, an^ -the Department intimated to me that should I "take up the balance of 140y acres it would 

8ave me the expense of a subdivision fee, so I took it up as an additional C.P. Immediately after this 
23June( 8St>. mrK]e overtures to rent the land, and I agreed ; but the L40 acres being claimed by him as part of

a measured portion he refused to pay rent for it, and a clause was inserted in the lease stating that the 
rent was only to be paid in the event of the land being legally vested in me, which has been done.
11. Chairman.] I think you had better give us a copy of that clause, or a copy of the lease ? This is the 
original lease (produced), and I will hand in a copy. (See Appendix A 2.)
12. Do you swear that alt the statements in your petition of the 18th November, 1885, presented to the 
House on the 14th May, 1886, are absolutely true P I do solemnly.
13. You have recently taken Mr, Darley’s opinion on your position in this matter ? Yes.
14. You had better hand in the case and opinion ? I produce the original, and will hand in a copy. (See 
Appendix A 3.) The only thing to add to make it complete is, that as regards the land mentioned in the 
lease I am as badly off as ever, although it is freehold, because I cannot get the rent; there is nearly six 
years’ rent owing, and 1 cannot get one farthing.
15. The whole of the papers connected with this matter of the 140 acres have been printed in return to 
an order of the Assembly, made on tho 18th December, 1883, on the motion of Mr. Lyne ? Yes,
16. Mr. Chanter.] The 140 acres were made freehold, you say in your petition, on the 5th March, 1883 ? 
Yes.
17. You hold the grant P Yes, 1 hold the grant, but it is of no use to me, as there has been an adverse 
verdict of the Court, and the land has been used by Whitty for nearly six years, and T cannot recover 
anything for it, as it is the subject of an adverse verdict, which has never been reversed, through failing 
to file an application in time. I paid the balance due upon the land; the Government gave me the 
grant, and now it is no good to me.
18. Chairmani] Have you vouchers for all these payments set forth in the paper you have handed in ?
Ho, I cannot say I have vouchers. _
19. Mr. O' Sullivan.) I suppose you are prepared to swear to the truth of these items ? Yes ; the bulk 
of them are here in my bank-book.
20. Mr. Chanter.] I presume that at the time you entered into the contract to lease the 140 acres to tho 
Whittys you had possession,—and you gave them possession ? Yes.
21. And that possession they arc now using against your grant? Yes. I may say that I never would 
have let it to Whitty at all only that my nealth was very bad, and he threatened to ruin me by law 
expenses.
22. ' Have you made any overtures to the Whittys to recover possession ? Yes, repeatedly; I have their 
replies here.

APPENDIX.

\To evidence of Mr. Henry Arthur Hough, 23r</ June, 1886.]
Al. ,

1S7S—Paid in first action for £2,000, for trespass on 152J acres land, wrongly surveyed but legalized by Act
in 1881 ........................................................................................... '■.............................................

My own lawyer, £20 ; ditto, Court, £10................................................................... .........................
Journey Sydney on ease, £15 ; Melbourne, £5 ... ...............................................................................
Ditto, Albury and Corowa.................................... ...............................................................................
Sacrifice of stock and interest, and neglect of business................................................................................

£ s. d.

166 0 0 
30 0 0 
20 0 0 
10 10 0 

150 0 0

Expenses second action for trespass on 140f acres, wrongly taken from me by Supreme Court in
August, 1884 ............................................................................................................................

Caused by almost continual absence from home, and having to employ men to do my work, and nt 
of business ............................................................................................................................

1884— Paid Marshall, solicitor, re matter .. ... .........................................
Supreme Court fees and Prothonotary .....................................................
Expenses through ease being struck off list ............... .........................

1883—Two journeys to Sydney re matter in middle haymaking whereby hay spoilt 
] 884—December 24—Costs paid through suing Whitty on 140J acres ..............
1885— Marcli 14—Nagle’s bill and costs ... .. ... ... ... ... ..

Journey to Sydney and waiting three weeks ...............
1883—January 15—Paid Burcher re matter, £11 ; ’84—Burclier, £2 10s. 6d. 

February 5—Wilkinson, £1 Is. 6d. ; account leudered in full, £20 10s,
„ 14—Bradley and Son ................ .......................................

April—Burcher, £2 2s. 6d.; Lyne. £42 12s. 8d., freehold ...............
September 22—Lyne, £2 12s. 6d. ; telegram Sydney, Is. Gd..................

1885—July 1—Costs of Court and summons, in suing Whitty for rent on 140J 
bank-book ..........................................................................................

1884—Paid Pilcher £5; owing McCulloch re Barley's opinion, £21 10s.
Two journeys Sydney on case and expenses, at least .............
No crop for five years, through want of horse and machinery, ai 

per cent., making 140 freehold, £106 15s. (E. Grant, £1)...

37G 10 0

150 0 0

526 JO 0
25 10 0

4 0 0
18 10 0
20 0 0

320 11 0
235 14 11

30 0 0
13 10 6
21 11 0
10 14 10
44 15 2

2 14 0

7 10 6

1,282 1 5
21 10 0
50 0 0

500 0 0

£1,853 11 5
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A 2.
Henry A. Hough to Henry T. Whitty, Lease and Memorandum, dated 18th August, 1880.

This inukstuhk made the eighteenth day ot August iu the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty 
between Henry Arthur Hough of Tarramia in the Colony of New South Wales farmer (hereinafter called the lessor) of the 
one part and Henry Tarleton Whitty of Tarramia aforesaid grazier (hereinafter called the lessee) of the other part witnesseth 
that in consideration of the rent hereinafter reserved and of the covenants hereinafter contained and on the part of the 
lessor to be observed and performed He the lessor doth hereby grant demise and lease unto the lessee his executors 
administrators and assigns all those pieces or parcels of lands and hereditaments described in the Schedule to these presents 
together with the messuages buildings fences erections and improvements thereon together also with all rights easements 
and appurtenances belonging thereto to have and to bold the said pieces or parcels of land hereditaments and premises 
hereby demised or expressed so to be unto the lessee his executors administrators and assigns from the seventeenth day of 
August instant for the term of seven years thence next ensuing yielding and paying therefore during the said term the 
yearly rent of two hundred and twenty-seven pounds six shillings and sixpence payable half-yearly at the Bank of New 
South "Wales Corowa on the seventeenth day of February and the seventeenth day of August in every year without any 
deduction (except in the cases hereinafter mentioned) the first of such half-yearly payments to he made on the seventeenth 
day of February next and the lessee doth hereby for himself his heirs executors administrators and assigns covenant with 
the lessor his heirs and assigns That he the lessee his executors administrators and assigns will (except as hereinafter pro
vided) pay the said rent on tho days and in manner hereinbefore mentioned Provided always that the lessor duly pays 
or causes to he paid all interest and instalments due or to become due to the Crown within fourteen days of the days or 
respective days appointed or to be appointed for payment thereof in respect of the unpaid balance of the purchase money of 
the lands hereby demised or intended so to be or any part thereof rendered necessary by the “ Crown Lands Alienation Act 
of 1SG1” or “The Lands Acts Amendments Act of 137n” nr “ The Lands Acts further Amendment Act of 18SCT or the 
regulations thereunder or any other Act or Acts or regulation or regulations hereafter to come into operation in New South 
"Wulos And provided that should the lessee be evicted from or disturbed in the possession of all or any of the lands sixthly 
seventhly and eighthly described in the said Schedule the said yearly rental shall he reduced by an amount to he computed at 
the rate of three shillings per acre for each and every acre that the lessee may be so evicted from or disturbed in the posses
sion of such reduction to commence from the date of such eviction or disturbance and the covenant to pay rent hereinbefore 
contained to he thereby proportionately affected and no right of action for breach thereof to accrue to the lessor his heirs 
or assigns iu any such ease And the lessee doth hereby for himself his executors administrators and assigns covenant 
with the lessor his heirs and assigns that he the lessee will from time to time during the said term keep all houses 
fences and other improvements on the lands hereby demised in good and suflicieut repair (reasonable wear and tear 
and damage by fire except as to fences or tempest excepted) And that in case any of the fences on the lands hereby 
demised shall be destroyed by fire he will before the expiration of the said term duly replace and rebuild the same 
the cost of such replacing and rebuilding to be deducted from the seventh years' rental less half the value of the fences 
so destroyed at tho date of destroyal which half value the lessee hereby covenants to pay and wilt at the expiration or 
sooner determination of the said term quietly deliver up to the lessor his heirs or assigns possession of the premises 
-hereby demised (save and except such portion or portions thereof as he may be disturbed iu tho possession of or evicted 
from) in such good and tcnantable repair as aforesaid except as aforesaid Provided always and it is hereby declared that 
if tho said yearly rent hereby reserved or any part thereof respectively (except as hereinbefore provided) shall ho in arrear 
for the space of one calendar month next after any of the said days whereon the same ought respectively to he paid as 
aforesaid whether the same shall or shall not h ave been legally demanded or i f there shall he any breach of any of the covenants 
hereinbefore contained and on the part of the lessee hia executors administrators and assigns to be observed and performed then 
and in any of the said cases it shall be lawful for the lessor his heirs or assigns at any time thereafter into and upon the said 
premises or any part thereof in the name of the whole to re-enter the same to have again repossess and enjoy as in his or their 
former estate And the lessor doth hereby for himself his heirs executors administrators and assigns covenant with the lessee 
his executors administrators aud assigns that he the lessor his heirs executors administrators or assigns will duly pay all 
interest or instalments or other moneys due or to become duo to the Crown in respect of the unpaid balance of the purchase 
money of the lands hereby demised rendered necessary by the “Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861 ” or the “ Lands Acts 
Amendment Act of 1875 ” or the “ Lands Acts further Amendment Act of 1880 ” or the regulations thereunder or any Act 
or Acts or regulation or regulations hereafter to come into operation in New South Wales within fourteen days of the days 
or respective days appointed or to lie appointed for payment thereof and that in default thereof and so often as the same 
shall occur it shall be lawful for (but not obligatory upon) the lessee to pay all or any of the said interest instalments or 
other moneys due or to become duo to the Crown as aforesaid and that the amount or respective amounts thereof may be 
deducted from the then next accruing rent and shall ho considered as rent received And that the lessee his executors 
administrators and assigns paying the said yearly rent hereby reserved in manner aforesaid (save as aforesaid) and observing 
aud performing all the covenants hereinbefore contained and on his and their part to be observed and performed shall and 
may peaceably and quietly possess and enjoy the lands firstly secondly thirdly and fourthly and fifthly described in the said 
schedule during the said term without auy eviction or disturbance by the lessor his heirs or assigns or any person or persons 
lawfully or equitably claiming by from under or in trust for him them or any of them Provided always and it is hereby 
agreed and declared that if any dispute or difference shall arise between the lessor his heirs or assigns or any person or 
persons claiming as aforesaid aud the lessee his executors administrators or assigns touching the construction of these 
presents or as to the eviction of the lessee his executors administrators or assigns from or disturbance in the quiet 
possession of any of the lands hereby demised or as to the liability of the lessee his executors administrators or assigns to 
repair or replace the said fences or as to the value thereof if burnt or otherwise as to the rights and liabilities of cither party 
under these presents or in anywise relating thereto such dispute or difference shall be referred to two arbitrators one to be 
named by each party and in case of their disagreement then to an umpire to be chosen by the arbitrators previously to 
entering upon the consideration of the matters referred to them and in case of either of the parties neglecting to name an 
arbitrator for the space of seven days next after a notice so to do shall have been given to him or them by the other party or shall 
name an arbitrator who shall refuse to act then the arbitrator named by the other party may make a final tfccision alone 
And every such arbitration shall be subject to the provisions as to arbitration contained in an Act passed in tho session of 
the Parliament of the said Colony held in the thirty-first year of the reign of Her present Majesty intituled “An Act to 
make Arbitrations more effectual ” except where the same are hereby expressly varied and the submission may be made a 
rule of the Supremo Court of the said Colony of hew Soutli Wales on the application of either party In witness whereof 
tho said parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first above written.

The Schedule before referred to—
Firstly—All that piece or parcel of land in the said Colony of New South Wales containing by admeasurement two 

hundred and sixty-seven acres and two roods (more or less) situate in the county of Denison and parish of Tarramiah being 
the land conditionally purchased by the lessor at Albury now Corowa on the twentieth day of May one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-five under the provisions of the thirteenth section of the "Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861” ns 
throe hundred and twenty acres hut which was subsequently reduced by the Minister for Lands to the above area on 
twenty-seventh March one thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight,

Secondly—All that piece or parcel of land containing by admeasurement one hundred and twenty-eight acres (more 
or less) situate in the Colony county and parish aforesaid being the land conditionally purchased by the lessor at Corowa 
aforesaid on the sixteenth day of Marcli one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six under the provisions of the twenty- 
first sections of the said Act.

Thirdly—All that piece or parcel of land containing by admeasurement sixty-four acres (mere or less) situate in the 
Colony county and parish last aforesaid being the land conditionally purchased by the lessor at Corowa aforesaid on the 
sixth day of April one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six under the provisions of the twenty-first section of the said 
Act.

Fourthly—All that piece or parcel of land containing by admeasurement one hundred and twenty-eight acres (more 
or less) situate in the Colony comity and parish last aforesaid being the land conditionally purchased by the lessor at Corowa 
aforesaid on the thirtieth day of March one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six under the provisions of tlie twenty-first 
section of the said Act. '

Fifthly—
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Fiftlily—All that piece or parcel of land containing by admeasurement sixty-eight acres (more or less) situate in the 
Colony county and parish last aforesaid being the land conditionally purchased by the lessor at Corowa aforesaid on the 
fifth day of September one thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight under the provisions of the thirteenth section of the 
said Act.

Sixthly—All that piece or parcel of land containing by admeasurement two hundred and twenty acres (more or less) 
situate in the Colony county and parish last aforesaid being the land conditionally purchased by one Charles Cooper Hough 
(one of the infant sons of the lessor) at Albury now Corowa aforesaid on the twentieth day of May one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-five under the provisions of the thirteenth section of the said Act as three hundred and twenty acres 
but which was subsequently reduced by the Minister for Lauds to the above area on the twenty-seventh day of March one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight.

Seventhly—All that piece or parcel of land containing by admeasurement throe hundred and twenty acres (more or 
less) situate in the colony county and parish last aforesaid being the land conditionally purchased by one Sarah Ellen Newman 
Hough (one of tho infant daughters of the lessor) at Albury now Corowa aforesaid on the twentieth day of May one 
thousand eight hundred aud seventy-five under the provisions of the thirteenth section of the said Act.

And eighthly—All that piece or parcel of land containing by admeasurement three hundred and twenty acres (more 
or less) situate in the colony county and parish last aforesaid being the land conditionally purchased by one Annie limilic 
Gertrude Hough (one of the infant daughters of tho lessor) at Albury now Corowa aforesaid on the twentieth day of May 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five under the provisions of the thirteenth section of the said Act.

Signed sealed and delivered by the said Husky Arthur Hough in the presence of H. T. Whitty,
Signed sealed and delivered by the said Henry Tari.ktos Whitty in the presence of Wai.tbr Jhonson, Solicitor, 

Corowa.
Memorandum made this eighteenth day of August one thousand eight hundred and eighty between the within-named 
lessor of the one part and the within-named lessee of the other part whereby it is mutually declared and agreed 
between the parties hereto that the lands hereinafter described shall (if and when they shall have been duly vested in and 
legalised to the said lessor by the Government of New Soutli Wales) be held by the said lessee upon the terms and 
conditions and subject to the covenants of the within lease he the said lessee paying rent therefore at the rate of three 
shillings per acre as for the lands firstly hereinafter described from the date hereof during the term granted by the within 
lease aud as to the lands secondly and thirdly hereinafter described from the date of such vesting or legalising during the 
residue of such term and such rent or arrears of rent for the lands firstly-described to be paid on the half-yearly days next 
succeeding the time of such vesting or legalising and as to the lands secondly aud thirdly described as from the time of 
such vesting or legalising on the then next succeeding half-yearly days as aforesaid Firstly—All that piece or parcel of 
land containing by admeasurement one hundred and forty acres three roods (more or less) being the land conditionally 
purchased by flic said lessor at Corowa 15th May 1879 under the twenty-first section of the "Grown Lauds Alienation Act 
of 1861” Secondly—All that piece or parcel of land containing by admeasurement fifty two acres two roods (more or less) 
being the reduction referred to in the first description in the within schedule Thirdly—All that piece or parcel of land 
containing by admeasurement one hundred acres (more or less) being the reduction referred to in the sixth description in 
the within schedule.

In witness whereof the said parties hereto have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first 
hereinbefore written.

HENRY ARTHUR HOUGH.
, H. T. WHITTY.

Signed sealed and delivered by bothparties in the presence of—
Walter Jhonson Solicitor Corowa.

A3.
Re, Hough and IFAiKy,

Counsel's opinion re the MOj acres.
On the 5th September, 1878, H. A. Hough selected 68 acres of Crown Lands on Tarramiah Run, being portion of a surveyed 
lot containing 208f acres. On 26th April, 1879, Hough was informed by Department of Lands (A. 0. Moriarty) that the 
68 acres applied for by him was portion of measured portion “90,” containing 208j acres, and that if the balance of 
140J acres was taken up by Hough no subdivision fee would be necessary. In accordance with this advice Hough took up 
tho balance of 140| acres on the 15th May, 1879. The 68 acres contained no improvements, the 140£ acres contained some 
improvements. Meantime, on 18th August, 1880, Hough leased the 68 acres, and his other lands adjoining, to Whittv, and a 
lease was prepared costing Hough £6 6s. However as Whitty objected to pay rent for the 140J acres, as containing 
improvements sufficient to bar selection, a special clause was endorsed on lease referring to this and other lands of Hough’s 
which had been wrongly surveyed, providing that no rent was to he paid on the 140J acres in question until said 140J acres 
was legally vested in Hough. A Court of Appraisement was held aud subsequently Hough was informed by circular letter 
from Lands Office on 22nd May, 1882, that the selection would be allowed to bold good to Hough, adding a proviso that it 
was at Hough’s risk should auy proceedings be taken against him by Whitty as to improvements on measured portions. 
No proceedings were taken by Whitty. On being applied to Whitty failed to pay rent, taking no notice of the demand. 
Hough would have distrained hut his then solicitor, Mr, Nagle, of Albury, advised against it, saying there was a 
question of title. Nor would he sue in the District Court but he issued a writ in the Supreme Court against Whitty. 
Hough was dissatisfied with his adviser on account of vexatious and unnecessary delays, and transferred the matter to 
Mr. Burcher. Hough was compelled to pay Mr. Nagle’s cost, amounting to £78, and ho did so under protest by p.-n, 
at two months date in order to get his papers, lease, &,c., withheld by Nagle. * * After great delay the case was tried in 
Sydney in June, 1884, when a verdict by consent was entered for Hough on ins title and lease. The amount of 
verdict was £100; of this £42 only was for rent, the remainder being, as Hough supposed, damages for non-payment of rent 
at the specified time. A point of law was however reserved for argument before the Full Court as to the improvements, 
they being over £40 and land said to be and always spoken of as measured portion 90. On August 12, 1884, the Full Court 
met and Mr. Pilcher appeared for Mr. Hough, instructed by Mr. Burcher, who had all papers in connection with the case, 
showing that the land was not a legally measured portion, but the attention of the Court was nut directed to those papers ; 
consequently the former verdict was reversed aud the I40J acres and the 68 acres were declared void. Whitty had 
paid rent on the latter portion regularly. This trial entailed an expenditure by Hough of £820 1 Is. and £235 odd for costs. 
Hough wrote to the Minister at once ; after waiting a few days for a reply the Minister for Lunds wrote, saying that Full 
Court had given a wrong decision. The land not being a measured portion and tho survey not having received Survoyor- 
Geneval’s signature till Tong after Hough's selection, and that if Hough paid up the balance of purchase money on the 
68 acres (the 140J having been already paid for) lie would issue a Crown Grant to him for the whole block. Hough 
repbed, asking the Minister to get the judgment reversed. He then came to Sydney and procured tho grant not in time 
however to appeal. This law-suit cost Hough nearly £1,060, including costs, travelling expenses, and other incidental 
expenditure. Whitty has always paid vent for the 68 acres but not one penny for the 140,^ acres. Hough sued him 
in the District Court and was non-suited with costsf through an error in the summons, and on a second occasion Judge 
Forbes said that he had no jurisdiction as the lease provided that the dispute must be settled by arbitration. Hough 
declined to submit to arbitration and has letters from Whitty admitting that this course is unnecessary. Hough is unable 
to obtain payment of rent. Whitty is still in possession. The Crown Grant is dated November 27, 1884. Counsel will 
please advise : 1st. Is Hough now in a position to sue Whitty for rent, interest, and damages ? 2nd, Can he distrain for 
rent? 3rd. Can he succood in an action against Whitty for damages for breach of covenants in lease f.e. non-payment of 
rent from the date of Whitty’s first entry whereby' all these losses have been occasioned ?

Mr. Darky's Opinion.
I AM of opinion that Mr. Hough is now in a position to sue Whitty for the rent in respect of the 140:) acres reserved by the 
endorsement upon the lease, and is entitled to recover for all rent due since the 27th Nov., 1884. I fear that the decision of 
the Court of Hough-Whitty prevents Mr. Hough from recovering any rent previous to that date, but now that it has been

  discovered
* Mr. Darlcy says not all. This is a misapprehension. The amount of the verdiet was .CU (is. See !>, Supreme Court Reports, 271.

I Summons ami service, ’
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*

?nT™ld/4la?hC detC,iflir*VW? bf\d UpT “ “T in the fact3> as Mr- Hough has Obtained a Crown grant, I think he 
am^urthe^ftf Vw M* b1el1 da1,y,Y®sJed “d legalized in him and may therefore proceedfor the rent, I
am further of opinion that Mr. Hough is not precluded from suing consequent upon the arbitration clause Such a clausefoTthTre^duohfffh^1011^ the Court (See Scott u. Avery 5 HL., Caa., 811) P I also think that Mr. Hough may distrain
recover the* rent than ^ he t 1 d° f f™*- 11 18 Tfar h{;tter for Mr- Hough to be plamtiff in an action to
umn the rir,ht Lth ^ H defendant in an action for trespass. It is also open to Hough to bring an action of ejectment
X HnnS,eht n^h ^JTfsr+brCach 0f COrDant8 c?ntained ln the leftse but tbis course again I do not advise. In tho action 
he e^ eigb bo entitled to recover the rent due from the date of the grant and interest thereon but nothing more ■ 
he cannot m any action recover damages for the great and serious loss he has sustained. The persons to blame for this loss £drS a”" ^ t 3 Sh°Uld WCifih mUch 111 ‘PPlicticm he may make for icLCrseuicntLthohJ mi

Wentworth Court, 23 May, 1886. FREDK. M. HARLEY.
■ Ex parte Hough.

In re Whitty—In re Government.
Counsel wU! please refer to the report of the case of Hough v. Whitty, N.S.W. Law Reports, vol. v„ partiii, page 269 Itmrtion bTWeh,fn™^ drt1St“t m that CMe re®ted JpHwly on the point* that the land selected was part 0Pf f measured 

■ 1 in‘ormat‘()n tbttt ]t was a measured portiont was supplied by the Land Office on several occasions in a formalmlffieCo tTSd ^ ?ut the 2083 acres was not a moamired ^100 ^?hiuThe
meaning of the Laud Act then in force as it had not been approved of by the Minister unless the recognition of the 
measurement by his Department and the official numbering of it could be construed into an approval of it^ The Lands
ks^d^^nt of the Whole «iefiflectl0f re Per,fcctIy and llaYe now accepted the balance ofPthc purchase money, and 
P8 !? ? 8“"* of the Yb? e 2081 acres to Hough, who 13 now in the peculiar position of having a decision of the Supreme 
Court declaring his selection void and of having been thereby deprived of rent for bis property, and he has been Mtto 
enormous expense in htigatmn winch has nearly ruined him, while he has now a Crown grant of the land issued to hiTu° 
the'^t ThoXyy unqueshonable certificate that the land has been his for five8ycan, previously to the issueTf 
t e grant The decision of the Court rests solely on the point that the land in question was a measured oortion and it is ZrtXw-y that SUu1 n0“here- , Th* information was conveyed to t\e Court b^thitty andC^hat ffiforl 

! obtained. Hough could not contradict it as the Lands Department informed him that Whittv’s statement was correct, and it was not until long after the time for appealing against the decision of the Court had elapsed
representatTonTas incoreeey evldence could be g"’™ tbat proceeding, that it was discovered that Wbftty's
decisio^ofTho Conrt^T^^t t t0 Mr' H°“§b’a P0814'011- Can he now take any proceedings to obtain a reversal of the 
rrtrihn?;™ r1 +Cu '? Cfa !'e ^Proceedings against Whitty at Law or in Equity to obtain from him damages or 
the case ” 1C su^am®d ln consequence of Whitty’s misrepresentation, wilful or otherwise, of the facts ofinformation ^upplied^y'it^officers.^16 G°Venllnellt ^P—4-n for his injuries which were occasioned by the wrong

Mr. Harley's Opinion.

b! ! "J bable’ and. doil ?he °.the.r hand be Stated the land to be a measured portion, knowing at the time such
: +1-110 Ann iT___________ /TTI ° . ...staWntJo.be false,then.he is liabloto beffiffictedlor p^ ‘BuVth* cL^ree^

. It must however be borne in mind that under the 39 Vic. No. 13, sec. 13. it Is notf nrYrT.HYnO K11+ bunV. A___. - 1__T f 1 . r ’ _

--------- AJ.U ao aj«VMlU btf

tho bafi beea bin,fsel£ misled, it must uowever oe come in mmd that under the 39 Vic. No 13 sec 13 it is not

ioohoTto Tf ti !P o plflD’ or thc Eistlaturc of some officer deputed by him to sign the plan This is what must be

* That is so. ' ' “ ------------------------------ — ---------------------- -
1 The measured artier, does not require the appro™! of tho Minister. The plan of measurement requires the approve! ot the Surveyor-Ceheml.

679—B
Sydney: Thomas Richitdi, Qovemment Printer,_3830,
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1885-6.

EXTRACTS EROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OE THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

VoiKS No. G4. I'eidat, 21 Max, 1886.

17. Claim of Chaeles Stevexs :—Mr. Garrard, for Mr. Yaughn, moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(1.) That a Select Committee be appointed, with power to send for persons and papers, to inquire 
into and report upon the matter of a claim made by Charles Stevens, and arising out of the action 
Pearson «. Stevens, tried in the Supreme Court.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Copclaud, Mr. Barbour, Mr. Day, Mr. Stokes, Mr. Coonan, 
and Mr. Vaughn,
(3.) That the Eeport from the Select Committee of Session 1883-4, in reference to the said claim, 
be referred to such Committee.
Question put and passed.

Votes No. 106. Pbiday, 6 August, 1886.
4. Claim of Chahles Stetehs :—Mr. Vaughn, as Chairman, brought up the report from, and laid upon 

the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, the Select Committee for whose consideration and report 
this subject was referred on 21st May, 1886.
Ordered to be printed.

CONTEXTS.
rAa».

2Extracts from the Votes and Proceedings
Eeport .......................................... .
Proceedings of the Committee ...............

3
4



1885-6.

CLAIM OF CHARLES STEVENS.

REPOET.

The Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on the 21st May, 
1886,—" with power to send for persons and papers, to inquire into and report 
upon the matter of a claim made by Charles Stevens, and arising out of the 
action Pearson v. Stevens, tried in the Supreme Court, and to vhoin ivas 
referred on the same day the Report from the Select Committee of Session 1883-4 
in reference to the said Claim,”—have agreed to the following Report:—

1. Tour Committee having carefully considered thc Report referred to them, 
find as follows :—

(1.) That on the 26th October, 1880, Charles Stevens, junior, a minor, 
selected two blocks of land, Nos. 76 and 100, containing 640 acres, on 
the Wonjagong Run, near Forbes, such blocks having been gazetted 
for thirty-one days previously as open for selection.

(2.) That Charles Edmund Pearson, the lessee of the said run, had previously 
held these blocks by virtue of purchase at a Sheriff’s sale, without 
residence.

(3.) That the said Charles Edmund Pearson entered an action against 
Charles Stevens, junior, and Charles Stevens, senior, for trespass upon 
the said land.

(4.) That the result of the trial was that the forfeiture of the land by the 
Crown was upheld, and the right claimed by the lessee of the run to 
hold land by virtue of purchase at a Sheriff’s sale, without residence, 
was declared null and void.

(5.) That the said Charles Stevens, senior, in defending his son’s title to 
the said conditional purchase, virtually settled, on behalf of the Crown, 
a most important point in the administration of the Land Law, and 
incurred an expense in so doing of £624 2s. lid.

2. Tour Committee, therefore, in view of the extreme hardship of the case, 
recommend the claim of Charles Stevens to the most favourable consideration of the 
Government.

R. M. VAUGHN,
_ Chairman.

Jvo. 3 Committee Room,
Sydney, Qth August, 1886.
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PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE.

THURSDAY, 17 JUNE, 1886.
Members Present :—

Mr. Vaughn, [ Mr. Day.
In the absence of a quorum, the meeting called for this day lapsed.

FRIDAY, 6 AUGUST, 18S6.
Members Present :—

Mr. Vaughn, | Mr. Barbour,
Mr. Stokes.

Mr. Vaughn called to the Chair.
Entry from Votes and Proceedings, appointing tbo Committee, and referring Beport from Select 

Committee of Session 1883-4, read by the Clerk.
Committee deliberated.
Printed copies of the Beport before the Committee.
Motion made (Mr, Barbour), and question,—That the Beport brought up hy a former Committee, 

and dated 23rd April, 1884, he the Beport of this Committee,—put aud passed.
Chairman to report to the House.

Sydney: Thomas Eichanls, Government Printer.—1836.
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1885-6.

Legislative Assiljiiily.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(SELECTED OE SOLD BY AUCTION FROM 1803 TO 1S72 INCLUSIVE.)

Ordered ly Ihe Legislative Assembly to be printed, 1 July, 1SSG.

\_Laid upon the Table of the lloase, in accordance with promise made by the Honorable the Secretary for 
Lands, in answer to Question No. G on, Votes and Trocesdings No. St, of the 2'2nd June, tSSG.j

No. 1.
RETURN showing area of Land selected from ISGo to 1872 inclusive, and amount received.

Year. Area. Amount.

Acres r. r- d£ s, d.
1865 151,450 0 0 37,862 10 0
1866 858,052 0 0 39,663 0 0
1807 232,17G 0 0 58,004 0 0
1868 239,516 0 0 59,879 4 6
1SG9 397,328 2 26 99,332 3 3
1870 329,3 IS 1 2 82,329 n 4
1871 358,682 2 8 89,670 ii 0
1872 749,586 3 0 187,396 ii 6

No. 2.
STATEMENT of Land sold and amounts received each year—during the year 1S63 and each succeeding

year up to 1S72.

Year. Area. Amount.

Acres. £
1865 65,308 ' 98,496
1866 67,147 84,660
1867 73.202 82,566
1868 51,669 58,328
1869 95,073 110.190
1870 52,759 07,707
1871 50,485 59,570
1872 62,175 69,116

DM-] G52—
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(SELECTED OR SOLD BY AUCTION,' FROM 1873 TO 1885 INCLUSIVE.)

Ordered It/ Ihe Legislative Assembly to be printed, 1 July, 188G.

[Laid upon the Tabic of the House in accordance with promise made by the Honorable the Secretary for 
Lands in answer to Question Ho. 7 on Votes and Proceedings Ho. 81, of the 22nd June, 1S8G.]

No. 1.
RETURN showing area of land selected from 1878 to 1885 inclusive, and amount received.

Year. Aron. Amount.

Acres V- £ s. d.3873 1,391,719 0 0 347,930 0 O1874 1,580,282 0 0 390.570 10 01875 1,756,078 0 0 439,109 11 3.18 7G 1,984,212 0 0 490,053 8 21877 3,GOD,810 0 0 424,954 0 03878 1,588.247 3 38 398,728 11 11879 924,130 1 0 232,285 2 91880 1.147,001 2 39 290,274 13 93. SSI 2,329,202 0 15 592,905 10 13882 2,392,217 2 35 021,017 1 111883 3,617,712 0 7 ' 4.24,908 0 101884 1,433,037 0 0 381,550 4 01885 . 1,114,871 3 2 116,073 8 8

No. 2.
STATEMENT of Land sold and amounts received each year, during year 1873, and each succeeding Year 

 up to 1885. 3

Year. Aren. Amount.

1873
Acres. £

276,704 290,0981874 083,260 612,9531875 983,442 101,49518/6 1,690,528 1,729,5321877 1,830,996 1,855,74918/8 862,988 3,086,6211879 355,509
348,832

■ 462,8181880 434,9071881 526,549 647,5381882 . 505,642 653,6151883 30,301 97,228 11884 41,446 125,897188o 2,648 74,368

[3c?.] G53—
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MR. E. H. BARTON'S CONDITIONAL PURCHASE, COUNTY OF 
NAERAMINE, PARISH OP TRANGIE.
(PETITION FROM JOHN CAMPBELL IN REFERENCE TO.) '

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 23 September, IS8CL

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.
The humble Petition of John Campbell, of Trangic, near Dubbo. in the Colony of New Mouth Wales, 

conditional purchaser,—
Suowetii *.—

That on the 21st December, 1882, Edward Hugh Barton, a licensed, surveyor, conditionally 
purchased at Dubbo, 320 acres of Crown Lands, in the county of Narraminc, and parish of Trangie, 
tinder the 13tli section of the “ Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861.”

2, That previous to the 12th June, 1883, the Honorable .Tames Squire Earncll, the then Minister 
for Lands, required tho said Edward Hugh Barton (he being a licensed surveyor) to consent to have his 
said conditional purchase declared void, which consent the said Edward Hugh Barton gave by letter to 
the Department of Lands on or previous to the date next hereinafter mentioned, and thereupon received 
a voucher for the refund of his deposit.

3, That on or before the Idth June, 1883, the said conditional purchase of the said Edward Hugh 
Barton was duly declared void by the Department of Lands, in pursuance of the direction of the 
Minister above referred to, and such voidanee was duly communicated by letter from tho head office of 
the Department, in Sydney, to the Crown Lands Office at Dubbo, by letter dated the 22nd June, 1883, 
and such voidanee was, on the receipt of such letter, duly noted by the Crown Lands Agent at Dubbo, in

. the books of the Department there. That this is the only voidanee of the said conditional purchase of 
the said Edward Hugh Barton contained in the boobs at Dubbo.

d. That on Thursday, the 2Sth June, 1883, your Petitioner attended at the Crown Lands Office at 
Dubbo, and on enquiry was informed by the Crown Lands Agent there that the said conditional purchase 1 
of the said Edward Hugh Barton had been duly declared void and was open to selection. And that your 
Petitioner thereupon, on tho said 28th June, 1883, lodged an application at the Crown Lands Office at 
Dubbo aforesaid, for the said 320 acres as an additional conditional purchase, adjoining his original con
ditional purchase, under the Crown Lands Acts then in force, and paid the deposit of £80.

•5. That your Petitioner has always resided upon and improved his original conditional purchase 
as by law required, and has made improvements on nis said additional conditional purchase of 320 acres, 
lo the value of about £1,400. And that your Petitioner has leased on building leases for terms of years 
several portions of his said additional conditional purchase of 320 acres.

0. That some considerable time after your Petitioner made his application for the said 320 acres, 
the Honorable James Squire Parnell, the then Minister for Lands, declared his your Petitioner’s 
application void, on the alleged ground that it was made’during the legal existence of the said Edward 
Hugh Barton’s said conditional purchase ; whereas, in fact, the said Edward Hugh Barton’s said conditional 
purchase was declared void on or before the 14th June, 1883, and such voidanee was communicated to 
the office in Dubbo, on the 22nd June, 1883, and your Petitioner did not make his application until the 
28th June, 1883.

7. That since the 28th June, 1883, your Petitioner has always had and now has possession of the 
said 320 acres, either in person or by his tenants.

8. That by notice in the Hovernment Gazette some considerable time after your Petitioner made 
his application, the said 320 acres was declared a village reserve, and has, notwithstanding the protestation 
of your Petitioner, been divided into allotments, some of which, containing your Petitioner’s improvements, 
have been advertised for sale by auction on the ?4th September instant.

9. That if it be contended, ns it has been, that your Petitioner’s application for the 320 acres is
void because under tbo law the Honorable the Minister for Lands had no power or authority to declare 
the conditional purchase of the said Edward Hugh Barton void, even with his consent, then the said 
conditional purchase of the said Edward Hugh Barton is still in existence, as it has never been legally 
forfeited by the mode prescribed in the Crown Lands Acts, and the proclamation of the said lands as a 
village reserve is therefore void, and the sale advertised for the 24th September instant, consequently 
illegal. 10.
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10. That the ,H onorable the Minister for Lands refuses to recognize the claim of your Petitioner 
to the said 320 acres of land, or to compensation for the loss of it and value of the improvements which 
he has made or caused to he effected.

11. That through the action of the Department of Lands in declaring the said conditional 
purchase of the said Edward Hugh Barton void, your Petitioner was induced to make application for 
the said 320 acres, and to hold and improve same as above mentioned.

12. That your Petitioner humhly prays that your Honorable House will take into its favourable 
consideration the above circumstances, and will afford him such relief as the merits of the ease seem to 
warrant.

And yonr Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, Ac.
Trangie. 16th September, 188G. JOHN CAMPBELL.

/

[3d.]
Sj dney Thomas Kichnrds, Government Printer—ISSS
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES".

GROWN LANDS ACT.
(REVENUE UNDER, EROM 1 JANUARY, 1885, TO 81 MAY, 1886.)

Ordered ly the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 22 June, 1886.

RETURN (in part) to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly 
of New South Wales, dated 28th May, 1886, That there be laid upon the Table
of this House, a Return showing,—

« (i.) X)ic amount of revenue derived under the ‘Crown Lands Act of 
«»1884/ from the time of its coining into operation up to the present date.,
“ (2.) The cost of administering the said Act during the same period.

(Mr, Wisdom.)

Revenue received under the “Crown Lands Act of 1884,“ from 1st January, 1885, to 31at May, 1886:
Sales.

Denosits on Conditional Purchases, 1885... ...
* ^ „ to 31st May, 1886 ...

Auction Sales, 1885 ... .............
„ to May, 1886 ... ... •••

Improvement Purchases on Grold-fields, 1885, to May, 1886

... 121,437 
... 62,999

... 118,738 
... 12,711

577

174,436

131,449
577

£306,462

Leases.

Conditional Leases, 1885 ...
„ to May, 1886.

Homestead Leases, 1885 ... .
„ to May, 1886

Pastoral Leases, 1885 ... ...
„ to May, 1880 ...

Occupaliou Licenses, 1885 ... ...
,. to May, 1886

Annual Leases, 1885 ...
„ to May, 1886

37,136
23,301

--------- 60,437
15,768

4,211
--------  19,979
140,940

6,795
---------- 147,735
294,686

4,847
--------- 299,533

15,881
2,934

---------------- 18,815

£852,961

■ [M.] 617— -
[605 copies—Approximate Cost of frinting (labour and material), £1 4s. 9d.]
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1886-6.

Legislative Assembly,

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
'MKMORAJiDUJf BYITIIK UNDER SECRETARY I0R I.AKDS IN' REFERENCE TO RETURN OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, UNDER,

Ordered by ihe Legislative Assembly to be ‘printed^ 16 July. 1886.

Mbmobaudum by the Under Secretary for Lands in reference to Eeturn of Kevenue 
and Expenditure under the “Crown Lands Act of 1884,” moved for by Mr. 
Abigail, and ordered to be laid upon the Table of the Legislative Assembly.

I gate to report, for tlie information of the Minister, that the books of the Treasury are not kept in Land 
Board Districts, and it will be therefore impossible, without special compilation, to give the information 
as to revenue in the form asked for by Mr. Abigail.

With respect to espenditurc it has already been stated (vide answer to question No. 11 of 16 
.Tune, 18SG),that the expenditure cannot be stated as tbo business is being conducted concurrently with 
that remaining under the repealed Acts and by the same staff.

A return was prepared in response to a motion by Mr. Wisdom, showing the revenue, and laid 
upon the Table of the House on the 22nd ultimo; perhaps a similar return would answer the purposes of 
Mr. Abigail; if not it will be necessary for the Treasury to distribute the amounts collected, so as to show 
it according to Land Board Districts. This will be a very considerable undertaking and will occupy some 
length of time in preparation. It will necessitate a scrutiny of the Conditional Purchase Registers to 
ascertain the payments made upon selections under the repealed Acts and which have been brought under 
the provisions of the present law as regards payment, and though only a small portion of the information 
sought it will engage the attention of several officers for a long time.

Again, the rents of pastoral leases and occupation licenses will need to be allotted to the Land 
Board Districts. To ascertain this it will be necessary to prepare a large return in itself, and it could only 
be furnished by this office at considerable expense and delay to current business.

C.O.,
1/7/86.

[M-] 700—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OF 1884
(REGULATION'S FOR THE GOVERNMENT DOMAINS, BOTANIC GARDENS, AND GARDEN PALACE GROUNDS.)

■gwacntrii to JJarliitmmt, pnrsnnnt to Art 48 ^ir. ^Jo. 18, err. 145.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 23 October, 1885. 
His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased, under the 
106th section of the Crown Lands Act of 1884, to make the following Regulations for the Government 
Domains, Botanic Gardens, and Garden Palace Grounds.

P. A. JENNINGS.

GOVERNMENT DOMAINS.
Regulations.

1. No person shall climb any of the trees, or climb or jump over the seats or fences, or shall stand 
or lie on any of the seats therein.

2. No person shall cut or deface any of the trees, shrubs, plants, seats, gates, posts, or fences, or 
write thereon, or shall affix any bill or stencil mark to any tree, seat, gate, post, fence, wall, pillar, or to 
any building or other erection, or on any pavement or footway therein.

3. No person shall wall; on the grass-edging bordering any path therein.
4. No person shall ride or drive within the Domains except on the roads laid out therein.
5. No cart or waggon used for heavy loading shall be allowed within the Domains unless by per

mission of the Director.
6. No person, unless authorized by the Director, shall offer or expose any article for sale therein.
7. No person shall engage in or train for any race or game, or throw any stone or other missile, or 

deposit therein any bottle, broken glass, fruit-skins, bones, paper, cast-off clothing, or litter of any kind; 
and no person shall light fires therein or annoy visitors.

8. No person in a state of intoxication or of reputed bad character shall enter or remain within 
the Domains; and no person shall behave in a disorderly or offensive manner, or use any bad language, or 
commit any act of indecency therein.

9. No person shall depasture any horses, cattle, sheep, or stock of any kind in the Domains without 
proper authority.

10. All goats or poultry found therein may be destroyed by any employe or police constable.
11. No performance or entertainment of any kind shall be permitted in the Domains, nor shall any 

charge be made for admission to the Domains, or money be collected at the gates or elsewhere therein, 
without the authority of the Colonial Secretary.

12. No person, in addressing a public meeting or assemblage of persons in the Domains for any 
purpose, shall be permitted to do so in violent or unseemly language, calculated to inflame the minds of 
the Rearers or cause a breach of the peace; and if, in the opinion of the Director, such is being done, he 
may order the removal of the person so offending from the Domains,

13. Every person offending against these Regulations shall be liable to a fine of ten pounds or not 
less than five slullmgs, and may be forthwith removed from the Domains.

Tho employes and police on duty in the Domains are enjoined to enforce the foregoing Regulations, 
and visitors are requested to bring under the notice of the Director any breach of the same coming under 
their observation.

BOTANIC GARDENS AND GARDEN PALACE GROUNDS.
Regulations.

1. No person in a state of iutoxication, or of reputed bad character, or who is not cleanly and 
decently dressed, shall enter or remain within these Gardens; and no person shall behave in an improper 
or offensive manner, or use bad language, or commit any act of indecency therein.

2. No children under twelve years of age shall be allowed within these Gardens unless accompanied 
by some adult, whom they shall not leave while therein.

25— 3.
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3. No person shall engage in any race or game therein, or throw any stone or other missile, or 
deposit therein any bottle, broken glass, fruit-skins, bones, paper, cast-off clothing, or litter of any kind; 
and no person shall light fires therein, or smoke, or annoy visitors, or carry any flowers into these Chard on s,

i. No person shall climb any of the trees or shrubs therein, or climb or jump over the scats or 
fences, or shall stand or lie on any of the seats, or lie on the grass near to any of the walks therein.

5. No person shall bring any dog into these Q-ardens; any dog found therein without an owner 
shall he forthwith expelled. All goats or poultry found therein may be destroyed by any employe or 
police constable.

6. No person, nnless authorized by the Director, shall ofler or expose any article for sale therein.
7. No person shall walk on the grass-edging bordering any path therein.
8. No person shall cut or deface any of the statuary, trees, shrubs, plants, seats, gates, posts, or

fences, or write thereon, or shall affix any hill or stencil mark to any tree, seat, gate, post, fence, wall, 
pillar, or railing therein. ,

_ 9. No person shall take or injure any of the plants, flowers, or fruit therein; or shall interfere
with the trees, shrubs, flowers, vases, labels, fountains, fish, birds, animals, or other property therein.

10. No public meeting of any kind, or assemblage of persons together to the number of twenty or 
more, for any purpose, shall he allowed: Provided always that this regulation shall not extend to any 
meeting or assemblage notified by authority, or which shall be holden for any purpose by the written 
permission of the Colonial Secretary,

11. Every person offending against any of these Regulations shall be liable to a fine of twenty 
pounds or not less than ten shillings, and may be forthwith removed from the Gardens.

12. Phe Botanic Gardens shall be open from G.30 o’clock a.m. until 7 o’clock pan. daily in sum
mer; and from 7 o’clock a.m. until 5 o’clock p.m. in winter. Any person found in tho Gardens during 
unauthorized hours shall be liable to a fine of one pound or not less than five shillings, and shall be 
forthwith removed therefrom.

_ Tho employes and police on duty in the Gardens are enjoined to enforce the foregoing Regulations, 
and visitors are requested to briug under the notice of the Director any breach of the same coming under 
their observation. .

[3A]
Sydney : Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1885.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OP 1884
(AMENDED REGULATION—DOMAINS AND PUBLIC GARDENS.)

$tesmtfb in Jlidiameut, pursuant to Qrt 48 'Bit- |to. 18, see. 145.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 10 December, 1883. 
RiiFETUiaNo to the Notice published in a Supplementary Government Gazette of the 23rd October last, 
His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased to mate the 
following amended Regulation, relating to the Botanic Gardens and Garden Palace Grounds.

• P. A. JENNINGS.

BOTANIC GARDENS AND GARDEN PALACE GROUNDS.

Regulations.

7. No person shall wait on the grass-edging bordering any path, or on the embantment therein.

[M.] 120—



270



271

1885-0.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OP 1884
(AMENDED REGULATIONS FOR. THE GOVERNMENT DOMAINS, BOTANIC GARDENS, AND GARDEN

PALACE GROUNDS.)

10c£scnttb tv f nrliiunent, jnii-stumi to JUT 48 'Sic. Jto. IS, see. 145,

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Sydney, 8th February, 1886.

His Excellency the Governor, with the advice o£ the Executive Council, has been pleased, under the 106th section of the 
Crown Lands Act of 1881, to make the following Amended Regulations for the Government Domains, Botanic Gardens, and 
Garden Palace Grounds,

JOHN ROBERTSON.

GOVERNMENT DOMAINS.
Regulatione.

1. No person shall climb any of the trees, or climb or jump 
over the seats or fences, or shall lie on any of the seats therein.

2. No person shall cut, break, or deface any of the trees, 
shrubs, plants, seats, gates, posts, or fences, or write thereon, or 
shall affix any bill or stencil mark to any tree, scat, gate,post, 
fence, wall, pillar, or to any building or other erection, or on 
any pavement or footway therein.

3. No person shall walk on the grass-edging bordering any 
path therein.

4. No person shall ride or drive within the Domains except 
on the roads laid out therein.

6. No cart or waggon used for heavy loading shall be allowed 
within the Domains unless by permission of the Director.

6. No person, unless authorised by the Director shall offer 
or expose any article for sale therein.

7- No person shall engage in or train for any race or game, 
or throw any stone or other missile, or deposit therein any 
bottle, broken glass, fruit skins, bones, paper, cast-off clothing, 
or litter of any kind ; and no person shall light fires therein or 
annoy visitors.

8. No person in a state of intoxication or of reputed bad 
character, shall enter or remain within the Domains ; and no 
person shall behave in a disorderly or offensive manner, or use 
any bad language, or commit any act of indecency therein.

9. No person shall depasture any horses, cattle, sheep, or 
stock of any kind in the Domains without proper authority.

10. All goats or poultry found therein may be destroyed by 
anv employd or police constable.

11. No performance or entertainment of ony kind shall be 
permitted in tho Domains, nor shall any charge be made for 
admission to the Domains, or money be collected at the gates 
or elsewhere therein without the authority of the Colonial 
Secretary.

12. No person, in addressing a public meeting or assemblage 
of persons in the Domains for any purpose, shall be permitted 
to do so in a violent or unseemly language, calculated to inflame 
the minds of the bearers or cause a breach of the pence, and if 
in tho opinion of the Director or his appointee such is being 
done, he may order tho removal of tho person sg offending from 
the Domains.

13. Every person offending against these Regulations shall 
be liable to a fine of ten pounds or not less than five shillings, 
and may be forthwith removed from the Domains.

The employes and police on duty in the Domains are enjoined 
to enforce the foregoing Regulations, and visitors are requested 
to bring undor the notice of the Director any breach of the 
same coming under their observation.

BOTANIC GARDENS AND GARDEN PALACE 
GROUNDS.

Regulations. ■
1. No person in a state of intoxication, or of reputed bad 

character, or who is not cleanly and decently dressed shall 
enter or remain within these Gardens; and no person shall 
behave in an improper or offensive manner, or use bad language, 
or commit any act of indecency therein,

2. No children under twelve years of age shall bo allowed 
within these gardens unless accompanied by some adult, whom 
they shall not leave while therein,

3. No person shall engage in any race or gamo therein, or 
throw anv stone or other missile, or deposit therein any bottle, 
broken glass, fruit skins, bones, paper, cast-off clothing, or litter 
of anv kind ; and no person shall light fires therein, or smoko, 
or annoy visitors, or carry any flowers into those gardens.

4. No persons shall climb any ol the trees or shrubs therein, 
or climb or jump over the seats or fences, or shall stand or lie 
on any of the seats, or lie on the grass near to any of the walks 
therein.

6. No person shall bring any dog into these gardens,—any 
dog found therein without an owner shall be forthwith expelled. 
All goats or poultry found therein may be destroyed by any 
employe or police constable.

6. No person, unless authorised by the Director, shall offer 
or expose any article for sale therein.

7. No person shall walk on the grass-edging bordering any 
path, or on the embankments therein.

8. No person shall cut or deface any of the Blatnary, trees, 
shrubs, plants, scats, gates, posts, or fences, or write thereon, or 
shall affix any bill or stencil mark to any tree, seat, gate, post* 
fence, wall, pillar, or railing therein.

214—
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0. No person shall tale or injure any of Hie plants, flowers, 
or fruit therein; or shall interfere with the trees, shrubs, 
flowers, vases, labels, fountains, fish, birds, animals, or other 
property therein.

10. No public meeting of any kind, or assemblage of persons 
together to the number of twenty or moro, for any purpose, 
shall bo allowed : Provided always that this Regulation shall not 
eitcnd to any meeting or assemblage notified by authority, or 
which shall be holden for any purpose by the written permis
sion of the Colonial Secretary.

11. Every person offending against any of these Regulations 
shall be liable to a fine of twenty pounds or not less than ten 
shillings, and may ho forthwith removed from the gardens.

12. The Botanic Gardens shall ho open from 6'30 o'clock 
a.m. until ? o'clock p.m. daily in summor ; and from 7 o'clock 
a.m. until 5 o’clock p.m, in winter. Any person found in tho 
gardens during unauthorised hours shall be liable to a fine of 
one pound or not less than five shillings, and shall be forthwith 
removed therefrom.

Tho employes aud police on duty in the gardens arc enjoined 
to enforce the foregoing Regulations, but this must only bo done 
through tho Director or in his absence bis appointee, and 
visitors are requested to bring under the notice of the Director 
or in bis absence bis appointee, any breach of the same coming 
under their observation.

[3d.]
S s'diiey Thomas Bidiards, Govcrwuent Printer. —1SSG.
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1888-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OF 1884
(AMENDED BE GELATION S EOB THE G-OVEENMENT DOMAINS, BOTANIC GARDENS, AND GARDEN

PALACE GROUNDS.)

^teseutei to ^ariianunt, pursuant to JUi 48 “Sic, ^lo. 18, src. 145.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Sydney, 7th April, 1886.

Hie Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased, under the 106th section of the 
Crown Lands Act of 1884>, to mate the following Amended Regulations for the Government Domains, Botanic Gardens, and 
Garden Palace Grounds.

JOHN ROBERTSON.

GOVERNMENT DOMAINS.

Reoujations.

1. No person shall climb any of the trees, or climb or jump 
over the seats or fences, or shall lie on any of the seats therein.

2. No person shall cut, break, or deface any of the trees, 
shrubs, plants, seats, gates, posts, or fences, or write thereon, or 
shall affix any bill or stencil mark to any tree, seat, gate, post, 
fence, wall, pillar, or to any building or other erection, or on 
any pavement or footway therein.

3. No person shall walk on the gross-edging bordering any 
path therein.

4. No person shall ride or drive within the Domains except 
on the roads laid out therein.

5. No cart or waggon used for heavy loading shall be allowed 
within the Domains unless by permission of the Director.

6. No person, unless authorised by the Director shall offer 
or expose any article for sale therein.

7. No person shall engage in or train for any race or game, 
or throw any stone or other missile, or deposit tharein any 
bottle, broken glass, fruit skins, bones, paper, cast-off clothing, 
or litter of any kind ; and no person shall light fires therein or 
annoy visitors.

8. No person in a state of intoxication or of reputed bad 
character, shall enter or remain within the Domains ; and no 
person shall behave in a disorderly or offensive manner, or use 
any had language, or commit any act of indecency therein.

9. No person shall depasture any horses, cattle, sheep, or 
stock of any kind in tho Domains without proper authority.

10. All goats or poultry found therein may bo destroyed by 
any employe or police constable.

11. No performance or entertainment of any kind shall be 
permitted in the Domains, nor shall any charge be made for 
admission to the Domains, or money be collected at the gates 
or elsewhere therein vnthout the authority of the Colonial 
Secretary.

12. No person, in addressing a public meeting or assemblage 
of persons in the Domains for any purpose, shall be permitted 
to do so in a violent or unseemly language, calculated to inflame

355—

the minds of the hearers or cause a breach of the peace, and if 
in the opinion of the Director or his appointee such is being 
done, he may order the removal of the person so offending from 
tho Domains.

13. Every person offending against these Regulations shall 
be liable to a fine of ten pounds or not less than five shillings, 
and may be forthwith removed from the Domains.

The employes and police on duty in tho Domains are enjoined 
to enforce the foregoing Regulations, but this must only he 
done through the Director, or in his absence his appointee, and 
visitors are requested to bring under the notice of the Director, 
or in his absence Ms appointee, any breach of the same coming 
under their observation.

BOTANIC GARDENS AND GARDEN PALACE 
GROUNDS.

Regtjhationb.
1. No person in a state of iutoxication, or of reputed bad 

character, or who is not cleanly and decently dressed shall 
enter or remain within these Gardens; and no person shall 
behave in an improper or offensive manner, or use bad language, 
or commit any act of indecency therein.

2. No children under twelve years of age shall be allowed 
within these gardens unless accompanied by some adult, whom 
they shall not leave while therein.

3. No person shall engage in any race or game therein, or 
throw any stone or other missile, or deposit therein any bottle, 
broken glass, fruit skins, bones, paper, cast-off clothing, or litter 
of any kind; and no person shall light fires therein, or smoke, 
or annoy visitors, or carry any flowers into these gardens.

4. No persons shall climb any of the trees or shrubs therein, 
or climb or jump over the seate or fences, or shall stand or lie 
on any of the seats, or lie on the grass near to any of the walks 
therein.

5. No person shall bring any dog into these gardens,—any 
dog found therein without an owner shall be forthwith expelled. 
All goats or poultry found therein may be destroyed by any 
employ^ or police constable.

6. No person, unless authorised by the Director, shall char
or expose any article for sale therein. .

7. No person shall walk on the grass-edging bordering any 
path, or on the embankments therein.
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8. No person shall cut or deface ony of the statuary, trees, 
shrubs, plants, seats, gates, posts, or fences, or write thereon, or 
shall affix any hill or stencil mark to any tree, seat, gate, post, 
fence, wall, pillar, or railing therein.

9. No person shall take or injure any of the plants, flowers, 
or fruit therein; or shall interfere with the trees, shrubs, 
flowers, vases, labels, fountains, fish, birds, anitails, or other 
property therein.

10. No public meeting of any kind, or assemblage of persons 
together to tho number of twenty or more, for any purpose, 
shall he allowed : Provided always that this Ecgulation shallnot 
eitcnd to any meeting or assemblage notified by authority, or 
which shall he holden for any purpose by the written permis
sion of the Colonial Secretary.

11. Every person offending against any of these Begulations 
shall be liable to a fine of twenty pounds or not less than ten 
shillings, and may be forthwith removed from tho gardens.

12. Tho Botanic Q-ardens shall be open from 6 o’clock a.m. 
until 7 o’clock p.m. daily in summer j and from 7 o’clock a.m. 
until 5 o’clock p.m. in winter. Any person found in the 
gardens during unauthorised hours shall bo liable to a fine of 
one pound or not less than five shillings, and shall be i oi thwith 
removed therefrom.

Tho employes and police on duty in tho gardens are enioinod 
to enforce the foregoing Regulations, but this must only bo done 
through the Director or in his absence his appointee, and 
visitors are requested to bring under tho notice of the Director 
or in his absence his appointee, any breach of the some coming 
under their observation.

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1SS0.
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Legislative Assembly.

new south: wales.

1885-6. '

CBOWN LANDS ACT OF 1884
(AMENDED KEGELATION UNDER.)

Ordered ly the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 3 December, 1885.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 20 November, 1885.
It is hereby notified, for public information, that His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of tho 
Executive Council, has been pleased to approve of Regulation 28, under the “ Crown Lands Act of 1881” 
published on 2nd January last, being amended as hereunder.

JOSEPH P. ABBOTT.

28. Every application for a conditional purchase (except as mentioned in the next Regulation) 
must be tendered by the applicant in person, together with the required deposit and declaration, to the 
Land Agent of the District, on any day notified in the Gazette as a Land Office Day for that purpose, not 
being a public holiday, during the hours specified in Regulation 12. Not more than one application for an 
original conditional purchase shall be made on the same day by the same applicant: Provided however, 
that nothing herein shall prevent any person whose application shall have been rejected after determination 
by lot as prescribed by Regulation No. 31 from making another application during lawful hours on the 
saincday, or shall limit the number of applications to be made by the same applicant on the same day, for 
additional conditional purchases: Provided the area applied for, together with the original and any prior 
additional conditional purchases, held in virtue of such original purchase, shall not exceed the limit allowed 
hy law.

[3d.] 81—
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1885-6.

LEGiSL-mvE Assembly.

XEW SOUTH WALES.

CROW LANDS ACT OF 1884
(EURTHEE AMENDMENT OE REGULATION NO. 28 UNDER.)

Ordered by ihe Legislative Assembly to be printed, 25 March, 1886.

Department of Lauds, Sydney, 18th February, 1886,
It is hereby notified, for public information, that His Escolleney the Governor, with the advice of the 
Executive Council, has been pleased to approve of Regulation 28, under the Crown Lands Act of 1884, 
published on 2nd January, 1885, and an amendment of which was published in the Government Gazette 
of 20th November, 1885, being further amended as hereunder.
[Ml. 86-1,267] GERALD SPRING.

REGULATION NO. 28.
Every application for a conditional purchase (except as mentioned in tho next Regulation) must 

be tendered by the applicant in person, together with the required deposit and declaration, to the Land 
Agent of the District, on any day notified in the Gazette as a Land Office Day for that purpose, not 
being a public holiday, during the hours specified in Regulation 12. Not more than one application for 
an original conditional purchase shall he made on the same day hy the same applicant: Provided, how
ever, that nothing herein shall prevent any person whose application shall have been rejected after 
determination by lot, as prescribed by Regulation jNo. 31, from making another application during lawful 
hours on the same day, or shall limit the number of applications to be made by the same applicant on the 
same day for additional conditional purchases; hut not more than one application may be tendered in 
virtue of the same conditional purchase or scries of conditional purchases until the first application is 
disposed of: Provided the area applied for, together with tho original and any prior additional con
ditional purchases held in virtue of such original purchase, shall not exceed the limit allowed bylaw.

[3d.] 300-
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1886-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OR 1884
(AMENDED REGULATION, No. 32.)

33r£0£ut^l) to -Pitrliamml bg Command,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 31st December, 1885.
It is hereby notified, for public information, that His Excellency the Governor, with tho advice of the 
Executive Council, has been pleased to approve of Regulation 82, under the" Crown Lands Act ox looSi, 
published on 2nd January last, being amended as hereunder. n-pp ATT) SPRING

32. If the land intended to be applied for is unmeasured and does not adjoin a measured portion, 
the intended applicant shall, previously to sending in his application, mark one corner of such land, either 
by a conspicuous mark upon a tree standing at such corner, and hy cutting an I trench 6 an(1
9 inches deep, or by a post 6 inches in diameter, projecting above the surface not less titan 3 feet, set in an 
I trench of the dimensions aforesaid. In standing water the corner may he marked by a tree or post as 
aforesaid without the trench, and in rocky country by a mound of stones, and such post as aforesaid fixed 
therein, and projecting 3 feet above the mound; and such post or boundary mark shall be kept erected 
until survey of the intended selection shall be made. Should the land adjoin a measured portion it wi 
be sufficient instead of marking a comer as aforesaid, to specify as tho starting-point of tho description 
one of the corners of the measured portion, if the same can be found, but if not a corner must be marked 
by the intending applicant in tho manner described. Unless a subdivision is applied for measured Arown 
Lands must be taken in portions as measured, and must be so described, but both measured and 
unmeasured land may be takep together, provided that the area in either case be not less than 10 acres.

Sd, 201—
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1885-6.

L:: gistiAt rvE Assembly.

N E W SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OF 1881.
(AMENDED BEGULATION NO. 41 UNDER)

Ordered by (he Legislative Assembly to be printed, 25 March, 18SG.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 25th February, 1886.
It is hereby notified, for public information, that His Excellency the Q-overnor, with the advice of the 
Executive Council, has been pleased to approve of Regulation No. 41, under the Crown Lands Act ot 
1884, published on 2nd January, 1885, being amended as hereunder.
[Ml. 86-1,468] GERALD SPRING.

' REGULATION 41.'

If any part of the land applied for contains improvements for which payment has to be made under 
section 41 of the Act, the conditional purchaser shall pay the first annual instalment of one i]uartcr ot the 
appraised value of such improvements to the Colonial Treasurer, or the Land Agent of the District, on or 
before the expiration of three months from the date of confirmation of the application, and the balance 
thereafter in annual instalments of an equal amount in each of the three following years : 1 rovided that 
the full amount of such appraised value may, at the option of the conditional purchaser, be paid within 
the first period of three months aforesaid : Provided, further, that the applicant may, with the consent of 
the Board, amend his application so as to omit therefrom any area containing improvements as defined 
by the next regulation, if such omission do not reduce the area of laud applied for below 4D acres ; and 
the Board shall, after the expiration of twenty-eight days from the day when their decision is given 
if no notice of appeal be lodged, issue a certificate of confirmation for the land stated m the amended 

application.

[8A] 299—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OR 1884
(AMENDED REGULATION No. 128.) '

IJicscnicb to pursuant ia JUt 48 Die. ^lo. IS.

Department of Lands, Sydney, 26 May, 1SSG.

Ix is hereby notified, for public information, that His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the 

Executive Council, baa been pleased to approve of Regulation No. 128, under the Crown Lands .Act of 

1881. published on 2nd Tamiarv, 18S5, being amended as hereunder.
" ‘ HENRY COPELAND.

Reo-olation 128.
Should the rent of a Homestead Lease be appraised at a higher rental than the minimum sum 

deposited, the balance duo shall he paid to the Colonial Treasurer within one month after notification in 

the Gazette of approval of the issue of a lease; and subject as aforesaid all rents sball be paid yearly in 
advance to the Colonial Treasurer; if the abovementioned amounts are not paid on the day on which the 

same arc due the additional sums mentioned in section 96 of the Act will be payable.

[3d] .113—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

GROWN LANDS ACT OF 1884
(AMENDED KEGULAIION No. 1G4.)

JlrwentfS) iff fariiamcnt, jjttrsuant iff J^ci 48 'lie. $o. 18.

Departme:it of Land;*, Sydney, 4 June, 1S86.

It is hereby notified, for public information, that His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the 

Executive Council, has been pleased to approve of Regulation No. Hit, under the Crown Lands Act of 
18S4, published on 2nd January, 18S5, being amended as hereunder.

’ HENRY COPELAND.

REatiffATiow 104.

Ringlarking.

Persons desirous of ringbarking trees on their leased land must make application on form 58, 

with all the particulars thereby required, correctly filled in, accompanied by a sketch of the locality, and 

a separate application must be made for each detached area for which permission is sought; such applica

tion shall be addressed to the Land Agent, accompanied by a fee of £2 for each 1,920 acres or portion of 
that area; should the cost of inquiry exceed the sum so deposited, the difference must be paid to the 

Land Agent prior to issue of the permit; if otherwise, the balance (if any) will be refunded.

[3d.] 5G0—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WAXES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OF 1884
(AMENDED REGULATIONS Nos. 144, 145, 146, 148, and FORM No. 54.)

tor |)arli;iin£nt, pursuant is Jtri 48 <Stc. |to. 18.

Department of Lands,
^ Sydney, 4th August, 1886.

It is hereby notified, for public information, that His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has 
been pleased to approve of Regulations Nos. 144, 145,146, and 148, under the "Crown Lands Act of 1884,” together with 
form No. 54, published on 2nd January, 1885, being amended as hereunder,

' HENRY COPELAND.

Regulation No. 144,

144. Whenever it is intended to let by tender any pastoral 
leases, occupation licenses, homestead leasee, special leases, or 
annual leases, notice thereof shall be inserted in the Gazette at 
least, thirty days before the date up to which tenders may be 
lodged, which date shall be specified in the notice, together 
with the minimum rental or license fee. A tracing, showing 
the boundaries of the land to be let, shall be exhibited at the 
office of the Land Agent of the District in which the land may 
be situated, and also ot. the head office of the Land Hoard 
District including such Land District. Tenders for such leases 
or licenses shall bo made to the Under Secretary for Lands, 
and may be deposited by the tenderers or their agents in a box 
to be tept for that purpose at the Department of Lands, or 
may be transmitted by post, and any tenders so transmitted 
will be placed in the box unopened. Tenders must be sealed 
and endorsed “ Tender for Annual Lease,” or as the case may 
be, together with the name of the Land District in which the 
land is situated.

Regulation No, 145.

145. At the expiration of the time specified for lodgment of 
tenders, the tender box shall bo scaled by an officer duly autho
rised in that behalf, and on the following day, or as soon there
after as possible, the box shall be opened, and the tenders 
examined by a Board of Officers appointed for that purpose. 
A list giving particulars of all tenders found in the box, with 
the respective amounts offered as rent or license fee, shall be 
made by such Board and transmitted to the Minister, together 
with such tenders.

Regulation No. 146.

146. If there be only one tender for any land the tenderer 
shall be entitled to the lease or license of the same, if the rent 
offered be not below the minimum specified. If there be two 
or more tenders for the same land opened on the same day the 
lease or license shall be granted to the person whose tender 
contains the offer of the highest rent, but if no one tender be 
higher than all the others, a fresh day shall be named, on or 
before which the persons making the highest tenders shall be 
at liberty to send in fresh tenders, which shall be dealt with as 
hereinbefore provided. But, notwithstanding any tiling to the 
contrary in this Regulation, for sufficient reasons, any tender 
may be rejected and fresh tenders may be called for if deemed 
necessary.

Regulation No. 148.
148. Particulars of all tenders opened by the Tender Board 

shall be recorded in a tender book, to be kept for that purpose ; 
and upon the acceptance of any tender the same shall be notified 
in the Gazette.

Form 54.
Crown Lands Act of 1884—(Port TV).

Tender for (<t)

Notification having been published in 
the Government Gazette of 
188 , that it is intended to let by Tender 
the land specified in Schedule hereto, 
as ib) I hereby offer on
annual (c) for (J)
of the said land.

Herewith is a receipt, showing that the 
sum of £2 10s. has been paid to the (d)

(cn “ l mui Agent" or "t as deposit
“Treasury.” hereon.

Schedule.

.Nfl. or Block, Portion, or ReeumcdAre*.
Date of 
Gflfcette 
notice.

Area, County and 
r*riih.

Hoot or 
License Foe 

offered.

ReaiurVi.^Further partlealuri, •itch as will leid to identifleatioa of Irod tendered for,^

Dated at this day of 168
(Signature of person tendering)

To the Under Secretary for Lands,

(a) H Pastoral LeMe,’* 
Occupation Licetiflo/1 
iC Homestead Lcaafy’
“ Annual Leaae,,r or 
•' Special Lease,” as 
the case may bo.

(b) “ A Pastoral 
Lease/'11 an Occu
pation License,” u a 
Homestead Leaae,”
“a Special; Lease,” or 
uan Annual Lease,” 
as the ease may be.

(c) cr Kent,” or 
11 License Fee.”

[3d.] 797—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OF 1884.
{AMENDED REGULATIONS Nos. 30, 31, 67, 94, ^-d 147.)

Ilresentfb to p-ursmint to ^rt 48 'Sic. Jto, 18.

r® **i/ vi j-iiiiLua,
• 1 v .„ , Sidney, 1/th August, 1886.

HENRY COPELAND.

REGtOLATION^No. 30.
30. Every applicaut for a Conditional Purchase who has 

previously held a Conditional Purchase under the Act shall 
produce to the Land Agent, with his declaration, a certificate 
from a Local Land Board that he has fulfilled all the conditions 
or the law with reference to such former purchase, or that 
through adverse circumstauces ho has been compelled to 
abandon the same.

RaactATioif No"81.
„ ® j\ more than one application and deposit for
Conditional Purchase of the same land, or any part thereof, 1 
tender oil at the same time, the Land Agent shall, unless a 
applications but one be withdrawn, forthwith determine i 
manner following which application shall be received; tb 
Land Agent shall write on tickets of equal size the names c 
the several applicants, which tickets shall be placed by tb 
parties (should they desire to do so) in the box supplied to th 
Land Agent for the purpose, and the Land Agent shal 
wdhout looking, and in the presence of the parties, draw on 
ticket from the box, and the application to he received shall b 
that 01 the Applicant whoso name may be on the ticket s 
drawn, and the deposit paid by the remaining applicants shall b 
forthwitlireturned. And m the event of the same land or an 
part thereof being included in two or more applications fo 
Conditional Purchase or Conditional Lease tendered at the earn 
time or partly in one and partly in the other, only one tickc 
shall bo placed m the box by each applicant, in lieu of a tioke 
lorwwsh of such applications, nnd the application or applies 
lions to be received shall be that or those of the appliean 
whose name shall be on the ticket so drawn.

Regttlatiojj^Ng, 87.
87. Applications for Conditional Leases shall ho in th 

Eorm 32, and must be tendered to the Land Agent togethe 
with a sum equal to the minimum amount of the rent for on 
year of the land applied for; and should there he more tbai 
one application for the same land, or any part thereof, tenderei

at the same time, such applications shall be dealt with as 
provided by Regulation 31. And any person whose application 
lor a Conditional Lease shall have been rejected after deter
mination by lot, as provided by Regulation's! aforesaid, shall 
Pot be debarred from making another application or other 
successive applications during lawful hours on the same day, 
subject, however, to the like conditious and limitations as arc 
imposed by Regulation 28 on applications for Additional 
Conditional Purchases similarly made: Provided that no such 
application for a Conditional Lease, if tendered at any time 
1 jej’ ■ 11 application for a Conditional Purchase or
Additional Conditional Purchase in virtue of which it is made, 
shall have priority over any application for Conditional Pur
chase or Additional Conditional Purchase previously made for 
the same land or any part thereof. *

Regulation No, 94.
94. The land to be comprised in any Conditional Lease shall, 

where practicable, be measured in combination with the land in 
virtue of which the Conditional Lease is applied for, in such 
manner as to give a figure of the shape mentioned in section 59 
01 the Act: Provided that measured Crown Lands shall, upon 
being condfimnally leased, be taken in portions as measured;
* fiT arefl ^or less than a measured portion, or
in the aggregate exceed one or more measured portions, and 
embrace a part of another measured portion, such portion may, 
on approval by the Local Land Board, be subdivided, but in 
that case the appheant shall pay the cost of survey for such 
subdivision.

Regulation No. 147.
147. Tenders shall be made in the Eorm 54, and shall clearly 

describe the land applied for in terms of the notice calling for 
tenders, and shall be accompanied by a receipt showing that a 
sum of £2 10s. has been paid to the Land Agent or Treasury 
as a deposit thereon. The deposit paid by the person whose 
tender may be accepted shall be credited on account of the 
hrst year’s rent or license fee; all other deposits will be 
refunded.

£8*] 854—
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WHALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
(PETITION EROM LANDHOLDERS AND OTHERS, SUGGESTING AMENDMENTS IN.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 28 January, 1886.

The Honorable the Speaker and Members of tbe Legislative Assembly of New South Wales.
We, the undersigned landholders and others, humbly petition that you will take into con- 

eideration, as early as possible, the following clauses in the present Land Act which we desire to see 
embodied ; and also with a view to their amendment and a settlement of the lands on a permanent and 
equitable basis. .

Clauses 2d and 48. That the area in the Eastern Division be extended to 2,560 acres—conditional 
purchase and leasehold.

Clause 33. Fencing ; amendment—the same to be extended to five years.
Clause 49. Rent; amendment—conditional lessees to pay the same as the run they are located on, 

and to have the same right of appeal.
Clause 52. Amendment—that the terms of converted pre-emptive leases under this clause be 

altered to five years for fencing, with right of purchase ; minimum rent, Id. per acre.
Your Petitioners also pray that, in all places where the land is available, where pre-emptive leases 

were held prior to the passing of the present Act, and applied for as conditional leases, such leases 
should be granted to the maximum area of 3,840 acres, or any smaller area which applicant may have held.

Your Petitioners also pray that selectors on the leasehold area be allowed to extend their area to 
640 acres, and that in all cases the selector must be a bond fide resident on the land which he desires to 
add to, and that the leaseholder of the run be allowed acre for acre iu the resumed area for that which he 
may lose in the leasehold area.

And also, that a clause applying to mineral areas or reserves, as nearly similar as possible to 
clause 45 of the Land Act, applying to purchases on gold-fields, should be brought into operation.

We would also respectfully cal) your attention to the fact that the decisions of the local Land 
Board, in depriving selectors, under the repealed Acts, of their rights to conditional leases by .reason of 
creeks, minor roads, travelling stock reserves, &c., being made frontages, is against the spirit and 
intention of the Act.

Also, that the rents of conditional leases be reduced to the minimum rent of (Id.) one penny per 
acre, before the 31st December, 1885.

And your Petitioners humbly pray that your Honorable House will take the foregoing circum
stances into favourable consideration, and grant such relief as may to your Honorable House seem most 
expedient. ’

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

\_Here follow 101 si<jnatnrt;s7\

[3(f.]
181—
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IS 85-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
(PETITION FOR AMENDMENT OF—INHABITANTS OF NEW ENGLAND.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 4 February, 1886.

To the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.
The humble Petition of the undersigned landowners and inhabitants of New England,— 

Respectfully Showetii :—
That several clauses in the Land Act of 1884 are detrimental to the interests of the Colony, 

and are arbitrary and unjust to the conditional purchasers in particular.
We therefore pray that you will take into consideration as early as possible the following clauses 

with amendments as suggested, with a view to the settlement of the land question in a fair and equitable 
manner, and on a sound and permanent basis :—

1. Clause 22, Volunteer Q-rants—That Volunteer Grants be taken on the leasehold areas if held
by the squatting lessee.

2. Clauses 24 and 48—To extend the area of C.P., together with conditional lease in the
Eastern Division, to 2,560 acres.

3. Clause 33, Poncing—Same to he extended to five years.
4. Clause 42—Residence of five years on original C.P. to be sufficient for the additionals.
5. Clause 49, Rent—Selector to pay the same rent as the lessee of the run they are located on,

and to have the same right of appeal.
6. Clause Gl, Auction Sales—That, no lands be sold by auction except town and suburban lots.
7. That sub-section 4 of clause 75 be altered to read as follows:—If it sball appear to the

Minister that, by reason of insufficient area of any run held as one holding on the 25th 
June, 1884, division is inexpedient, the Governor may declare the whole area thereof a 
resumed area,

8. Clause 130—Conditional purchasers and lessees to have the same rights and privileges as
the pastoral lessees, as regards trespass, damages, impomidings, &c.

9. That the reserves on the resumed areas, he thrown open for selection.
10. That the term of conditional leases under clause 52 bo extended to ten years, and time for

fencing to five years, lessees to have the right of conditions!.! purchase of the whole or any 
part, 40 acres or over, at any period of the lease, maximum rent the same as the run they 
are located on

11, That the selector who is situated on the leasehold area be allowed to extend his area to 640
acres, and also to get his proportionate conditional leases.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &e.

j TTere foUmc 341 signatures

[3d.] 20J
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
(PETITION PROM CERTAIN FARMERS OF MOLONG, IN REFERENCE TO PAYMENT OF ANNEAL

INSTALMENTS ON SELECTIONS.)

^Received by the Legislative Assembly, 2 March, 1886.

To the Honorable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in
Parliament assembled.

* The petition of the undersigned farmers of Molong and surrounding district.
Humblt Showeth:—

That your petitioners have sustained heavy pecuniary losses through the continued and disastrous 
drought, from which the Colony has of late been suffering, a drought which has brought many of us 
almost to the very brink of ruin arising from the failure of crops, the low price of farming produce, 
together with the high railway rates charged on the same when sent to market.

The year 1885 above all others, has been one of the most trying, disheartening, and ruinous, of all 
seasons to our industry. Painful to state in the present season of 1885, many settlers have not reaped 
so much as even 3 bushels per acre, while others again have had to turn their stock into the parched 
and famishing crops in order to save them from starvation. The agricultural returns for the district, and 
which has recently been compiled for the present year, shows a decrease in the yield of wheat alone of 
no less than 321,670 bushels m 1884, to 133,110 in 1885, being a decrease of 188,537 bushels, which is 
equivalent to 65 bushels per acre, or a loss in cash of £40,000.
_ We most respectfully desire therefore to point out to your Honorable House, that in many 
instances owing to the all but complete failure of crops many farmers this year in this district are now 
left almost helpless and penniless and unable to meet their usual engagements, but especially the annual 
instalments on their selections, and therefore your petitioners pray that your Honorable House may take 
such steps, whereby the payment of the said annual instalment thereon for 1886, may be postponed to 
those at least of such selectors and farmers especially, who from the failure of crops are unable to pay 
the same during the present year, or else so modify or amend section 38 of the Land Act of 1884, by 
extending the period of forfeiture to “ twelve months ” in place of “ three ” for nonpayment of instalment, 
that is to say to provide for the mitigation of the penalty of absolute forfeiture to which occupiers are 
now liable, by authorising the Government to accept to payment of a fine (in lieu of absolute forfeiture), 
and allow a further extension of time, say of twelve months within which to comply with such conditions 
of payment “in deserving cases of hardship,” the rent of which now involves forfeiture.

Your petitioners therefore pray that your Honorable House may take the foregoing premises into 
your most favourable consideration, and grant such relief as in your wisdom may seem best fitted to save 
a large portion of the industrious farming community, the yeomanry of the soil from absolute ruin,

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
[LLere follow 205 signatures.']

[3d.] 256—
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly,

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
(PETITION POE AMENDMENT OP-LANDHOIDERS AND MEMBERS OP THE WENTWORTH LAND AND INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATION-)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 24 March, 188G,

To the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales.
May it please your Honorable House,—The humble Petition of the undersigned landholders and 

members of the Wentworth Land and Industrial Association,—
Showeth :—

. That the disadvantages and injustice under which your Petitioners labour, from the adminis
tration of the “ Crown Lands Act of 1884,” in the Western Division, compel them to seek redress from 
your Honorable House.

, That the Local Land Board having recommended that no conversions of pre-emptive leases into 
c°n<^tional leases shall be granted where travelling stock or other reserves intervene, your Petitioners 
therefore pray that these reserves shall be no bar to the granting of the said leases in their entirety, and 
that your Petitioners shall have the same advantages enjoyed by pastoral and homestead lessees regarding 
travelling stock reserves.

That your Petitioners would respectfully submit the great injury and injustice winch will be done 
to applicants for these leases if the recommendations of the Land Board are carried out, the boundaries 
of these pre-emptive leases having already been approved of by the Lands Department and in most cases 
surveyed, fenced, and otherwise improved at the expense of the applicants. And your Petitioners would 
further point out that in many casos the greater part or even the whole of these are being cancelled, and 
where as is the case 1,500 acres are taken out of a lease of 1,920 the remainder is no use at all to the 
holder.

That the tenure of pre-emptive leases converted into conditional leases bo extended to fifteen years, 
the same as pastoral and homestead leases.

That in the event of the said conditional leases being finally refused or so modified as to be useless 
to the holdor, that compensation shall be made to the holders thereof for all improvements that may 
exist thereon. J

That where a conditional purchaser has converted his selection into a freehold by payment of the 
balance of the purchase money that lie shall not be debarred from converting his pre-emptive leases held 
m virtue thereof into a conditional lease under the present Act,

That the rentals on all converted pre-emptive leases in this division he fixed on the same basis as 
pastoral and homestead leases.

That in the case of applications for homestead leases upon which there are improvements, that the 
Government purchase the same, and charge the lessees not more than five per cent, per annum on the 
value of the same, so as to enable men with moderate means to settle the country, and that in ease of 
improvements being valued at a higher rate than the applicants may consider reasonable, that the value of 
tlie same be decided by arbitration.

An£ I0111' Petitioners would further pray that all leaseholders, conditional, homestead, and pastoral, 
snail, at the expiration of their leases, receive compensation for any permanent improvement they may 
effect during the tenure of the said leases.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c., &c., &c.

\_Hcre follow 189 signatures.']

m 306—
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
(PETITION FOE AVENDYENT OF-MEMBERS OF THE OPEN 1NNE3 LAND LEAGUE AND RESIDENTS OF GLEN INNES.)

Received by ihe Legislative Assembly, 24 'March, 1886.

To the Honorable the Speaker, and the Honorable Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South 
, , Wales, in Parliament assembled.

The Petition of the Members of the (Men limes Land League, and of the undersigned residents 
of the District of (Men Innes,—

Humult Sjioweth:—
, That certain provisions of the “ Crown Lands Act of 1884” have been found to act prejudicially 

to the interests of your Petitioners and of the Colony generally, and that the said Act' requires 
amendment accordingly m the following particulars :—

Claitse 24—That whereas the Eastern Division contains a large area of inferior pastoral land for 
the profitable occupation of which a larger area of one thousand two hundred and eighty acres is required 
the principle of classification already established in regard to special areas should be extended so as to 
permit application to be made for two thousand five hundred and sixty acres as a conditional purchase 
and lease of land described as “inferior pastoral land,” provided that such applications be subject to the 
approval of the Local Land Board, and shall not include lands within twenty miles of any existing 
railway or Municipality. Jo

Clause 33. That an alternative be allowed to the conditional purchaser and conditional lessee of 
erecting improvement of a fixed and durable nature upon his holding instead of fencing, such improvements 
to bo of the value of ten shillings per acre, of which one half shall be expended daring the first three years 
Land Board ^ ^ balanco 'vlt,llD fiv0 Jrears from t,ie r^te of the issue of the certificate by the Local

t a S^aufc 49.—Whereas the appraisement of rents is placed absolutely in the hands of the Local 
Lana Board, of which the majority usually consists of officers receiving Government salary, and whereas 
no appeal is provided from the decision of such Board, your Petitioners desire that two Members of the 
Board shall be elected by the landholders m each district, or that three persons shall be so elected to act 
with the Local Land Board in Courts of Kent Appraisement only.

CEowsc 52.—Whereas the conditional lease of a reduced area for five years is not sufficient compen
sation for the pre-leases which were attached to the conditional purchases under the repealed Acts, and 
whereas the condition of fencing renders conditional leases for so short a term practically untenable 
your Petitioners desire that the holders of conditional leases under the 52nd clause shall have a preferent 
right pt purchase at the end of five years, without further residence, provided that such right shall not he 
exercised by any person in respect of more than one conditional lease.

• I.*. 9lause, 54'—That holders of conditional leases under this clause who shall exercise a preferent 
right of purchase may have the alternative of erecting improvements iu lieu of fencing as proposed above 
in reference to clause 33, or that a ring fence enclosing the whole property of one owner or his family 
may be deemed sufficient compliance with the conditions of fencing clauses 52 and 54. That resident 
selectors under the repealed Acts, who through ignorance have not availed themselves of the provisions 
of these clauses, be allowed to secure conditional leases. That resident selectors on leasehold areas be 
entitled to extend their holdings up to six hundred and forty acres at least by additional conditional 
purchase or lease out of adjoining Crown land, the lessee of the leasehold to be compensated by adding to 
his holding an equal area of Crown lands on the resumed area of the run if available. That all doubt regard- 
mg the legality- of conditional leases upon leasehold areas be set at rest by a declaratory Act of Parliament, 
lhat application for conditional leases which have boon refused by Local Land Boards on account of the 
interference of reserves, creeks, and roads, be reconsidered and granted, except where any reserve mav 
be reported on as required for public purposes. J

Clause 130.—That instead of this clause a provision be substituted withholding from all occupants 
ot unionced land the right of impounding only. That auction sales be abolished, except upon application 
to and recommendation by the Local Laud Board. 1

Your Petitioners therefore prav your Honorable House to amend the “ Crown Lands Act of 1884 ” 
in accordance with the principles hereinbefore specified. '

And, as in duty bound, your Petitioners will ever pray, &c.
[Here follow 1G8 signatures.']

[3d.] 307—
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
(TETTTIOU FROM THE COMMITTEE ON BEHALF OF THE WANDSWORTH LAND LEAGUE.

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 8 June, 1886.

To the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly, in Parliament assembled.

The humble Petition of the undersigned Committee on behalf of the Members of the Wandsworth
Land League,—

Respectfully Showeth :—

That several clauses iu the Land Act of 1884 are injurious to the interest of the Colony, 
and arbitrary and unjust to Conditional Purchasers in particular.

We therefore pray that you will take into consideration the following clauses, with the suggested 
amendments.

Clauses 48-04 and 52 be amended to allow of 2d, being the maximum.

Also, that the rents of all scrubby, broken, ridgy, swampy country be reduced to the minimum of 
id. per acre.

That clause 52 give a right of purchase. '
i

And your Petitioners, as in duty hound, will ever pray, &c.

\_Rere follow 13 signatures.']

[3^-] 580—
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
(PETITION FOR AMENDMENT OF—RESIDENTS OF WENTWORTH DISTRICT.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 16 July, 1886.

To tho Honorable the Speaker and the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in
Parliament assembled.

The Petition of the residents and others interested in the Wentworth District, urging the necessity
of recognizing the following resolutions in regard to the present Lard Bill.

May it please your Honorable House,—
Feeling the importance of the proposed amendments in the present Land Law of the Colony, 

your Petitioners would respectfully bring under your notice the following resolutions which were carried 
unanimously at a large meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Wentworth, and trust the same may 
receive the support and approval of your Honorable House.

Your Petitioners view with great anxiety and concern the fact that owing to the instructions laid 
down by tho Honorable the Minister for Lands for the guidance of the Land Board, there is a probability 
that rents of all Crown Lands maybe fixed at such a high rate as will completely crush the ruling industry 
of this part of the Colony.

Resolution No. 1,—
That this meeting views with alarm the disastrous effect of the present Land Bill in this district, 

as since its inception there has been an entire cessation of all improvements, and, as a 
consequence, hundreds of men have been thrown out of employment.

Resolution No. 2,—
That this meeting is of opinion that the minimum rent of one penny per acre and two pence per 

acre is far in excess of what, occupiers of Crown Lands can afford to pay, and must result in 
the ruin and displacement of that class which the Government are so desirous of fostering 
on the land.

Resolution No. 3,—
That this meeting is of opinion that converted pre-leases into conditional leases under the 52nd 

clause should, in the Western District, have a fixed lease of 15 years, and that the minimum 
rental be similar to homestead leases. ■

Resolution No. 4,— .
That this meeting is of opinion that a fair compensation should be allowed for all genuine 

improvements at expiration of lease.
Resolution No. 5,—

That fences 4 feet high of six wires should be substituted by fences 3 feet 2 inches high of five 
wires, which is not only sufficient for all pastoral purposes but more in keeping with present 
fences and the class of timber obtainable.

Resolution No. 6,—
That the true and equitable basis of assessing pastoral properties is to be found in the direct 

relationship which rainfall bears to the carrying capacity of the land.
Resolution No. 7,—

That lessees of all classes whose rents are fixed over the minimum should have the right of appeal.
Your Petitioners would further draw the attention of your Honorable House to the fact, that owing 

to the great distance between Sydney and this portion of the Colony, many very erroneous and exaggerated 
opinions have grown up respecting it, and the true facts require to be prominently brought forward at a 
time like the present, in order that our real position and just claims may receive the full and fair 
consideration of your Honorable House.

The law in its present form tends to bring misfortune and ruin upon a class that have been using 
capital and years of incessant labour, at great personal hardship, in developing what was up to a very 
recent date a vast expanse of dry arid country, incapable in its natural state of sustaining animal life, and 
useless to the State as a source of revenue until the capital of the resident lessees had been expended on the 
country in the conservation of water and other improvements, and the large outlay on such works has, up 
to the present time, in most cases made little or no return. This,

711—
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This, we submit, ought to be recognized in any Legislation which may apply to tins part of the Colony.
The labour market 1m been greatly affected by the new law.
Numbers of contractors and others hitherto constantly employed are now out of work, and have 

either gone or are making preparations to leave the Colony.
Improvements have come to a standstill, and on all sides are business men complaining of the . 

depressed state of trade, which, at the present, is not one quarter of what it formerly was.
These evils have followed the introduction of the Bill, and unless the amendments suggested by your 

Petitioners receive the favourable consideration of your Honorable House, all improvements will be 
permanently at an end, and such a state of things must result most disastrously to the Colony.

Notwithstanding the great assistance given by the Government, your Petitioners would also point out 
that all occupiers of Crown Lands in tliis district are put to very great expense in coping with the rabbit pest.

The expenditure thus incurred, in many instances, has almost doubled the ordinary expenditure, and 
renders the profitable occupation of pastoral holdings in this district almost impossible.

And your Petitioners pray that your Honorable House will take the before-mentioned resolutions 
into your favourable consideration, and cause such action to be taken as your Honorable House may 
consider proper in the premises.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.

\TIere follow 287 signatures.']

[3i.] Sydney : Thomas Richards, Government Printer,™ 1SSG.
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
{PETITION FOK AMENDMENT OF—LESSEES IN THE "WESTERN DISTRICT.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 21 July, 1S8G.

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.
The humble Petition of the undersigned Lessees and occupiers of Crown Lands in the Colony of 

New South Wales,—
Showeth :—

1. That under authority of the “ Crown Lands Act of 1884,” clause 78 and its sub-clauses, 
the new leases in tho Westem Division are to commence at the mean date of determination of the old leases.

2. That the rent of the new leases for tho said Western Division it is enacted shall apply to the 
first period of five years of such new leases.

3. That notwithstanding this distinct enactment the Lands Department, we humbly submit in 
opposition to the terms of the Act, is proceeding with the new appraisements in the said Western Division 
with the avowed intention to collect increased rents with arrears for part of the year 1885, and for the 
whole of 1886, before the mean date of determination of the old leases, in many instances, has expired.

4. That with respect to pastoral rents and occupation license fees the right of appeal against minimum 
appraisements under clause 100 of the aforesaid Act is restricted to cases where the inferior grazing capa
bilities of the land alone can be urged.

5. That in the said Western District and in parts of the Central District a large majority of the 
Crown tenants are far removed from the benefits of railway communication, and are thereby placed at 
great disadvantage compared with other tenants more favourably located, in the cost of transit of their 
wool and other produce to and from the seaboard.

6. That the liability of the Western, and main part of the Central Divisions to prolonged and 
disastrous droughts, the uncertainties and the expensive character of artificial water supply, the reduction 
of grazing capability in consequence of the prevalence of rabbits, and tho additional burdens imposed in the 
extermination of the pest, especially in scrubby localities, are also factors that should receive special 
attention in the determination of the new rentals.

7. That in the remote parts of the said Western District the new rentals, even at a minimum, would 
range from three to ten times more under the present Act, as contrasted with the old assessment.

8. That your Petitioners understand it ia the intention of the Government to introduce into your 
Honorable House during the present session a Bill to amend the Land Act of 1884.

Your Petitioners therefore pray that your Honorable House will be pleased to grant in the promised 
Amending Act the right of appeal in open Court to the Minister in respect of all rents and occupation 
fees to all Crown tenants alike, and the right to produce evidence in support thereof.

That amendment of the Act be also granted with regard to the proposed charge of rent in the 
Western Division prior to the expiration of the mean date of determination of the old leases.

That the period intended to be embraced in the words the mean date of determination, clause 78, 
sub-scction 1, both as to its commencement and its termination, may be authoritatively defined, and thus 
obviate the uncertainty and ambiguity that are now said to exist, to the prejudice of your Petitioners.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[Here follow 672 signatures.]

[3d.] 725—
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
{PETITION—INHABITANTS OE NMAGEE, OILGTJNNIA, AND SURROUNDING DISTRICTS.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 3 August, 1886.

To the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South. Wales, in Parliament assembled
Gentlemen,—The Petition of the undersigned inhabitants of Nymagee, Gilgunnia, and the surround

ing districts,—
Humbly Siioweth :—

That your Petitioners respectfully wish to bring under the notice of 'your Honorable House the 
disabilities under which the pastoral interest is suffering in this district; deeming the present a suitable time, 
as the Government appraisers of land have been sent out, and some amendments of the Land Act are soon 
coming before your Honorable House, your Petitioners would humbly suggest that your Honorable House 
would cause the Government appraisers of land to be instructed to report on the boundaries of the area 
overgrown with pine scrub, st> that your Honorable House may be able to ascertain the area, this course 
being wo humbly suggest a more satisfactory one.

We have no hesitation in stating that in the present condition of the country within a considerable 
radius of Nymagee and Gilgunnia, owing to the rapid growth of pine scrub within the past few years, it is 
not capable of supporting a sheep to a very large area (many of the sheep now upon it being fed oil scrub 
which is being cut for them), and also that the minimum rent provided by the Act we consider is excessive, 
but if the country were cleared of pine scrub it would soon grow a little grass and herbage, and increase 
the stock carrying capabilities of the district. Should this be done it would benefit the whole of the Colony, 
by increasing the amount of wool and stock, augment the railway revenue, and provide labour for the 
unemployed now being supported by the Government.

It is‘a well known fact that since the present Land Act was past the runholders have been unable 
to carry on improvements, thereby throwing large numbers out of employment and seriously affecting the 
prosperity of this large and important district.

Our position is being seriously jeopardised by the unprofitable condition of pastoral matters, and we 
pray that you may not wreck us at this time when so many troubles are oppressing us, Wc have only to 
mention the low price of wool and stock, and the spread of rabbits, which latter trial should perhaps be 
placed first, as, if more effectual means are not adopted for their destruction, and the scrub which shelters 
them destroyed, they will take possession of the country and render it utterly valueless.

Your Petitioners would humbly pray that your Honorable House would alter the scrub leases from 
their present impracticable form so as to enable the leaseholders to immediately commence the work of 
clearing, and convert this scrubby desert into a property which will be of value to the State at the termina
tion of their leases, and that all bond fide improvements (not including ringing and clearing) should be paid 
for by the incoming tenant, as we consider the present provisions of the Act prevent any further improve
ments being effected.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[Here follow 642 Agnatvres.)

[3d.] 771—
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
PETITION EOE AMENDMENT OF—TANK-SINKERS, CABHIEKS, MECHANICS, AND OTHERS IN THE

WESTERN DIVISION.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 27 September, 1886,

To the Honorable the Speaker and the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South
Wales, in Parliament assembled.

The Petition of the tank-sinkers, carriers, mechanics, and laborers in the Western Division of the 
Colony of New South Wales,—

Humjsly Siioweth :—
1. That since the passing of the present Land Act the improvements on stations in this 

division have come to a standstill and as a consequence our valuable plants, teams, and work-simps have 
remained idle to our serious loss and in many eases complete ruin, whilst the employment of labor in every 
branch has entirely ceased. Those of us settled here with our families and unable to leave are now living 
on our previous savings, whilst those not possessing any means have had to migrate in large numbers to 
other districts, or leave the Colony. -

2. That cessation of navigation for the past eighteen months, and the absence of direct Railway 
communication with the metropolis in the greater part of the division, have been the cause of a scarcity of 
supplies and increased the cost of the necessaries of life to such an extent as to press heavily on our 
already narrowed means. In consequence of this lamentable state of things wc beseech your Honorable 
House to consider the condition of your Petitioners and speedily to make such just amendments in the 
Land Act (after as this division is concerned) as will restore employment to labor and bring back that 
prosperity which in the past was characteristic of the Western country.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[Here follow 2,883 signatures^ ,

[8rf.] 956—
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

<pmnoN fi;’.
CROWN LANDS ACT.

AIIE.VWIK.VTOF-TOCIUKT.'', THABERS FORWARDING AGENTS W. IN THE WESTERN DIVISION.

s.

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 27 September, 1886.

To tic Honorable the Sneaker, and the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly of 
t hew South Wales, in Parham cut assembled. J

The Petition of the undersigned, merchants, traders, forwarding agents, hotel-keeners and ntW 
doing business in the Western Division of the Colony of New South Wales,— P ’ ’

Humbly Siioweth :—

0£ «“*»"■» now oitte? idle end deeStateor C 
b«eo„e"^a“„nd ,Sr»gM ^ ^ otb* C„loni..,-t„de be,

former d.menmon, ,Dtioue los,m.h J7l ,nd to ot theLelerfthe State *

inr^t mone, in reelmming the still enormon, unim-

W Y lf tiese rc^t?cd, areas arc abandoned by those who hold improved country adioininu as a
5 in E „n rflUrKliSf rk.””'!d»l»o»; on be cerried cn, Ft will be im,oi,fflfcSrl blob a 1 k f r it for ln,ltlatlng the improvement of the country) to occupy such at alargo areas wflf be left fua sta^eoTdc ^ole^?, ^ tot interests of the State will result, as these 
mnltinlv 1 a [ : dcaert’ ?abbltB» unless kept down at an enormous public expense willteSer°CvUpied trac 8,t0 8uch an extent as to render the adioining Cntrv StuX 
Tnd wSfUfi°- !)roPorU (alreadJ declined from 50 to 60 per cent.) iill still furtbL diminisb 
most part^uineA™ inVmg and ProsPerou8 towll8lllPS will be almost deserted and the inhabitants for the

doing‘busines8 South

character and so subject to drought that it will be found necessary to deal with the^estiUn
\n a,m0Sit lberai sPlnt> m order to induce the employment of capital in a fres^conflict 

with the natural disadvantages ot the country in the effort to render it productive.^

f+v ,p|.lat prompt extension of railway coinmunication would not only bo of benefit to the inhihiLmt* «F ih. Divismn but^ U.e Colonj a, Lmge. The impr„™„t ,„d stocking of
* -is
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is now waste country would create traffic, increase the revenue, and open a large field for every branch 
of labour, give a stimulus to business, and (with more railways) the whole trade of this Western country 
would centre in the metropolis. This would naturally benefit the Eastern portions of the Colony by 
opening up a fresh market for their produce, and ourselves by affording us a cheap and certain means of 
transit.

Tour Petitioners therefore pray that your Honorable House will take immediate steps to amend 
the present Land Act in such a manner as to offer those special inducements in the way of moderate rent, 
fair compensation for improvements, and a reasonable security for those effected in the resumed areas to 
warrant a return of capital and enterprise into their former channel, and thus cause a renewal of trade 
and prosperity to ourselves and advantage to the State. ,

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. Ac.

iHerefollow fL s/ynafitrctt.]

Sydney • Thomas lUchard^, Government Printer.—

[3rf.]



1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
(PETITION FOR AMENDMENT OF-TENANTS OF THE CROWN IT THE WESTERN AND CENTRAI DIVISIONS')

HecciveA by the Legislative Assembly, Qih October, 1886.

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of the Colony of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.
The Petition of the tenants of the Crown in the Western and portions of the Central Division of the 

Colony,—
Humbly Showeth :—

Your Petitioners are squatters, graziers, and leaseholders, occupying Crown lands in the said 
Western and Central Divisions of the Colony, under the Act of Parliament, entitled, “The Crown Lands 
Act of 1884,”

Your Petitioners arc much distressed in mind in consequence of the Land Act of 1884 having 
forfeited the valuable improvements erected by them on their holdings, and the high rentals fixed by the 
said Act of 1884 for the use and occupation of the Crown lands, which are being given effect to by the 
Land Boards now holding Courts in various parts of the district.

Your Petitioners desire to state that previous to the passing of the Land Act of 1861 a very largo 
proportion of the Crown lands in the Western and Central Divisions of the Colony had never been occupied 
at all in any way, and the Legislature, in order to induce persons to occupy and improve such Crown lands, 
passed the Land Act of 1861, offering these lands at a rental of two shillings (2s.) per square mile, with a 
promise of a lease for five years, and a renewal for a further period of five years at the same rental, if, by 
the adoption of artificial means, the carrying capacity of such lauds had been increased to the extent of 50 
per cent.

Under the promises and inducements thus held out your Petitioners took up a large extent of these 
■waste lands of the Crown, and in many cases, not having sufficient capital of their own to fully develop the 
said lands, borrowed the money from the banks and other financial institutions, who lent it on the security, 
of the improvements such advances would create upon lands held at a low' rental, and the promise made by 
the Act of 1861 of a ten years’ lease, on condition these improvements were made.

Your Petitioners affirm that several millions of money were thus expended by them in the employ
ment of labor, required in the erection of fences, conservation of water, and the necessary buildings requisite 
to work such an additional extent of country, and that for such outlay your Petitioners have up to the 
present time received little or no remuneration at all.

Your Petitioners further affirm that those previously unoccupied Crown lands are now carrying a 
very large number of sheep and other stock, which they certainly could never have done had it not been for 
the energy of your Petitioners, and the very large sums of money expended by them in developing these 
hitherto useless dry lands, and which would have remained in the same state until this day but for the pro
mises and inducements made by the Legislature in the Land Act of 1861.

Your Petitioners beg most respectfully to lay the foregoing averments before your Honorable House, 
and to state the Land Act of 1884 not only sets aside the clear and distinct promises created by the Act of 
1861, to let certain Crown lands at a rental of 2s. per square mile for ten years ; and, though these leases 
have in many cases not yet expired, yet rents, varying from a minimum of 53s. 4d. up to £8 per square 
mile, can now he fixed upon your Petitioners’holdings; and the said Crown Lands Act of 1884 also 
forfeits to the State all the improvements made and erected in good faith by your Petitioners.

Your Petitioners are thus completely crushed and paralysed by the Crown Lands Act of 1884. 
Their stations and property have become unsaleable, their credit seriously injured, and all their improve
ments having been forfeited to the State financial companies are unwilling to render them further assist
ance ; and if such assistance could be obtained, it would be impossible to pay even the minimum rent fixed 
by the Crown Lands Act of 1884.

Your Petitioners therefore most humbly and respectfully pray your Honorable House will repeal such 
portions of the Crown Lands Act of 1884 as relate to the forfeiture of improvements, and the rentals of the 
Crown lands in the Western and Central Divisions of the Colony, and thus put it in the power of your 
Petitioners to further develop the country.

Your
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Your Petitioners, having in view the importance of the pastoral industry, which they believe pro
duces three-fourths of the total exports of the Colony, hope every encouragement and inducement will be 
held out for the continuance and further development of so great a source of national wealth ; and having 
given the matter their most thoughtful and serious consideration, your Petitioners venture, with the utmost 
respect for your Honorable House, to suggest that an amending Land Bill, based on the following principles, 
would tend to restore that confidence in the pastoral industry which the Land Act of 1884 has so severely 
shaken, viz. :—

That all lands shall he assessed according to their average grazing or carrying capacity—that is, 
at per head of sheep such land will carry, calculated on its average carrying capacity over 
a series of years.

That a rental of 2d. per sheep be fixed for all lands that require ten acres and upwards to carry 
one sheep.

That a rental of 4d. per sheep be fixed for all lands that require over six and under ten acres to 
carry one sheep.

That a rental of 5d. per sheep be fixed for all lands that require three and up to six acres to carry 
one sheep.

That a rental of Sd. per sheep be fixed for all lands that require under three acres to carry one 
sheep.

That rentals on the above basis be fixed on all Crown lands in the Western and Central Divisions 
of the Colony, stocked or unstocked.

That such rents be fixed as dating from the commencement of the Crown Lands Act of 1884, with
out any reference whatever to the mean determination of any lease or promise of lease 
previously made by any Act of Parliament.

That leases for twenty-one years on the above basis be issued for all Crown lands in the Western 
and Central Divisions of the Colony, dating from the commencement of the Crown Lands 
Act of 1884, such rents to be paid half-yearly in advance.

That on the expiration of such leases all improvements erected thereon be appraised at their then 
value, and such value be paid by the incoming tenant to the outgoing tenant.

In support of the preceding suggestions, your Petitioners desire most humbly and respectfully to 
state that the Government appraisers, in their sworn evidence before the Land Boards now sitting in the 
Western and Central Divisions, estimate from three to twenty-five acres as being requisite to carry one 
sheep ; a sheep having to travel over so large an extent of poor, sandy country to find sufficient food to main
tain it, produces wool of an inferior, light, harsh character, containing a quantity of sand, and the expenses 
of working such lands become heavier in proportion to the decrease in the weight and value of the wool 
produced, and in proportion to the acreage required to carry a sheep.

Your Petitioners in conclusion desire further to aver, though they have had considerable practical 
experience in the expense of developing lands in the Western and Central Districts of the Colony, and are 
well acquainted with its arid climate, limited rainfall, very inferior character of its soil, and great distance 
from markets, yet are still willing to pay a fair and just rent for the use and occupancy of the Crown lands 
of the Western and Central Divisions, if such rentals are coupled with security of tenure and compensation 
for all improvements as set forth in this their Petition. '

Your Petitioners therefore pray your Honorable House will take the statements and averments made 
herein into your most favorable consideration, and grant such relief, or cause such inquiries to be made, aa 
your Honorable House in its wisdom may deem fit.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.
[Here follow 107 signatures.]

[3 c?.]
Sydney: Thomas Bidjards, Qovemmeiit Printer,—1884
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT.
(PETITION FOE AMENDMENT OF—SELECTORS AND CONDITIONAL LEASEHOLDERS OE THE

EASTERN AND CENTRAL DIVISIONS.) '

Received hj the Legislative Assembly, 18 October, 1886,

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.
The humble Petition of the undersigned selectors and conditional leaseholders of the Eastern and

Central Divisions, near Wellington,—
REsrECTJ'unLT Siioweth :—

That the delay in permitting selectors to take possession of their land is very injurious to 
their interests and in many cases ruinous.

That the minimum rent fixed for conditional leases is far too high, and tends to interfere with the 
progress of this district.

That it is not necessary to fence in the roads passing through lands the property of any one person, 
where a gate would suffice, and that the fencing of unnecessary roads he dispensed with.

That in family selections, or a person taking up more than one series, one outside fence he 
sufficient.

That at the expiration of a lease, in the event of the lessee giving up possession, all permanent 
and substantial improvements shall be paid for by tbc incoming tenant.

That persons holding pre-leases under the repealed Acte, the same being converted into conditional 
leases nnder the present Act, where all conditions have been complied with, should have the same right 
of purchase as persons taking up land under the present Act,

That the attention of the Minister for Lands he especially drawn to the excessive rents fixed on 
conditional leases at the Land Courts recently held at Wellington and Dubho.

Your Petitioners therefore pray that your Honorable House will take the foregoing premises 
into consideration and afford them such relief as on a full deliberation you may deem permissible.

And your Petitioners will ever pray. .

[Here follow 196 signatures.'] 1029

[M] 1029—
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(NOTICE OP RESUMPTION OP SITE FOR SCHOOL OE ARTS, TEMORA, UNDER 48 VIC. NO. 18.)

Ordered iy the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 28 January, 1886,

Department of Lands, Sydney, 31 December, 1885. 

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OE SCHOOL OF ARTS SITE AT TEMORA.

It is hereby notified for public information, that, in accordance with the provisions of the 105th section 
of the “ Crown Lands Act of 1884,” it is proposed to revoke the dedication of the School of Arts site at 
Temora, viz.:—Allotment No. 5 of section No. 4, containing 1 rood, and dedicated on the 7th October, 
1884,—the land not having been available for the purpose for which it was proposed to devote it.
[Ms. 85-24,990] GERALD SPRING.

[3*.] 176—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(ALTERATIONS OF DESIGNS OF CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES.)

Jkcsmtfi io parliament, pursuant is JUt 48 Pir. $o. 18, srr. 107,

ABSTRACT of Alterations of Designs of Cities, To mis, and Villages, under the 107th section of the Act
48 Victoria No. 18,

Town or ViUacro. Government Garetto tn which alteration is notified.

Wollombi (Town) ................................................................... . 15 September, 1885. Folio 6000.
18 September, 1885. Folio 6094-.
18 September, 1885. Folio 6094.
18 September, 1885. Folio 6094,
22 September, 1885. Folio 6148.
2!) September, 18S5. Folio 6329.
29 September, 1885. Folio 6329.
29 September, J8S5. Folio 6329.
29 Sep),ember, 1885. Folio 6329,
29 September, 1885. Folio 6329.
29 September, 1885. Folio 6329.
29 September, 38S0. Folio 6329.

7 October, 1883. Folio 6569.
13 October, 1885. Folio 6686.
27 October, 1885. Folio 6964.
27 October, 1885. Folio 6964.
30 October, 1885. Folio 7043.
30 October, 1885. Folio 7043.
30 October, 1885. Folio 7043.
30 October, 1885. Folio 7043.
13 November, 1885. Folio 7298.
13 November, 1885. Folio 7298.

Bathurst (City) ......................................................................................
Wickham (Village)...................................................... , .
Oilcv (Town)......................................................................................
Cooppo rVillugcl.......................................... ......... .
Bathurst (Citr) ..................................................................... .
Bega (Suburban Limits of Town) ..................................................................
Corovm (Town) ................................................................................
Mulwala (Town)................................................... .........................
Tambaroora (Town) .......................................................... ........ .
Wilton (Town) ..............................................................................................
Narrandera (Town) ......................................
Mnrrumbnrrab (Village) ..................................................................
Loftua (Village)—Alteration of name................................................................... .
Bants Meadow (Village) ..................................................................
Jerry’s Plains (Town) ..................................................................................
Casino (Town) .......................................... . .
Bitmlong (Town) ...........................................................................................
Moree (Town)...................................................................... .
Raymond Terrace (Town).............................................................................
Grenfell (Town)..................................... ..... .
North Hillston (Town)................................................................................ .

*

DM-] 63—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

GROWN LANDS.
(ALTERATIONS OE DESIGNS OE CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES)

^rxsenict) iu iparliftmcnt, jiur/siumi ta Jld 48 t3ic. ^lof. 18, exr. 107.

ABSTRACT of Alterations of Designs of Cities, Towns, and Villages, under the 107th section of the Act
43 Victoria No. 18.

Town or Village. 0(n eminent Gazette in ivlitch alteration is notified.

1C January, 1880. Folio 3G4.

23 January, 1880. Folio 587

[8*] 174—
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1886-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

GROWN LANDS.
(ALTERATIONS OF LESIONS OF CITIES, TOWNS, AND TILLAGES.)

Jlrcsentcti ttr ^Parliament, pursuant ts Jtd 48 ‘Sit. ^to. 18, sec. 107.

ABSTRACT of Alterations of Designs of Cities, Towns, and Villages, under the 107tli section of the Act
48 Victoria No. 18.

Town or Village. Government Gazette in which alteration is notified.

5 March, 1886. Folio 1641.

[M-] 287—
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1886-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(ALTERATIONS OF DESIGNS OF CITIES, TOWNS, AND TILLAGES, UNDER THE ACT 48 TIC. No. 18.)

JRmntei to parliament, pnrfinantto ^eti8 18, see, 107.

ABSTRACT of Alterations of Designs of Cities, 'towns, and VRages, under the 107th section of
the Act 48 Victoria No. 18.

Town or Village.
Goremment Gazette in whieh 

alteration is notified.

18th April, 1886. Folio 
2680.

Do do
Do do

L3*.j 39S'
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1886-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

(ALTERATIONS OF

CKOWN LANDS.
DESIGNS OF CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES, UNDER THE ACT IS VIC, No. IS.)

J3r»entfi5 io $arfiamcnt, pars aunt to |tct 48 tBic. 18, see. 107.

ABSTRACT of Alterations of Designs of Cities, Towns, and Villages, under the 10/th] section
the Act 48 Victoria No. 18.

of

Town or Village.
Government Gazette in which 

alteration isnotificil.

Civnonba (Village) 

TentorfieM (Town)

Uralla (Town).......

Tnrkos (Town) '... 

Cargo (Town) . 

Arinidale (City) .. 

Armidido (City) .'

20th April, 1886. Folio 
2875.
Do do

Do do

28tU April, 1SSG 
3021.

11th Mar, 1886. 
3338.
Do do

Do do

Folio

Folio

\

[S*J 159-
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(ALTERATIONS OP DESIGNS OP CITIES, TOWNS, AND TILLAGES, UNDER THE ACT 48 TIC. No. 18.)

grmniei ta garliammt, pursuant tu Jlct 48 'Bit. £Lo. 18, stc. 107.

ABSTRACT of Alterations of Designs of Cities, Towns, and Villages, under the 107th section of
the Act 48 Victoria No. 18.

Town or Yilluge. Government Gazette in which 
alteration is notified.

Lismore (Town)........................................................ .. 29th June, 1886. Folio 
4327.

29th June, 1886. Polio 
4327.

Murrumburrah (Tillage) .............................................................................................
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188B-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CKOWN LANDS.
(ALTERATIONS OF DESIGNS OF CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES, UNDER 48 VIC. No. 18.)

$n'3ciitcb to $nrliamtut, pursuant te Jlrt 48 <9ic. ^lo. 18, eff. 107.

ABSTRACT of Alterations of Designs of Cities, Towns, and Villages, under the 107th section of
the Act 48 Victoria No, 18.

Town or Village
Government Gazette in which 

alteration is notified.

I 29t.li June, 18S6. Folio
j 4327.

29th June, 1888. Folio
I 4327.

20th Julj, 18S6. Folio
-

Lismorc (Town)..........

MurnimburraU (Village) 

Coolac (village) .............
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1886-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(ALTERATIONS OF DESIGNS OF CITIES, TOWNS, AND TILLAGES.)

to parliament, pnrommt to JVd 48 ^3io. |t o. 18.

ABSTRACT of Alteration of Design of Cities, Towns, and Villages, under the 107th section of the Act
48 Victoria, No. 18.

Town or Villnga.
Government GnJtette 
in which alteration 

is notified.

Coolac (Village) ......................................................................................................................... i 20 ,Tuly, 1886.
^ „„ . „ folio 1,734Cargo (Town and Suburban Land*) ........................................................................................
Wentworth (Town) 
Junoe (Village) .

30 iTulv, 1886, 
folio 5,156.

30 .Inly, 1886, 
folio 5,156.

11 August, 1886, 
folio 5,445.

LSd0 821—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(ALTKRATIOXS OF BKSIOXS OF CITIES, TOTFiNS, AND VIIXAGES, UNDER THE ACT 48 VIC. NO. 18, SEC- 107.)

JJrescnttb to parliament, pursuant to JUt 48 Pie. ilo. 18, etc. 107.

ABSTRACT of Alterations of Designs of Cities, Towns, and Villages, under the 107th section of the
Act 48 Victoria No. 18,

Town or Village. Government Gazette In which 
alteration is notified

Arthur (Village)..................... 20th August, 1880. Folio 
6650.

20th August, 1830. Folio 
6650.

10th September, 1886. 
Folio 6117.

10th September, 1886. 
Folio 6117.

18th September, 1886. 
Folio 6395.

Elrington (Townl .......................
Cumbamurm (Viliagol ...............
Wyndham (Village) .....................
Boor;ok (Village) ...........................................................

PMJ 924—
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1886-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
{ALTERATIONS OP DESIGNS OF CITIES, TOWNS, AND TILLAGES, UNDER 48 TIC. No. 18.)

presentei to parliament, pursuant to JUt 48 Pic. |to. 18, sec. 107.

ABSTRACT of Alterations of Designs of Cities, Towns, and Villages, under the 107th section of
the Act 48 Victoria No. 18.

Town or Village. Government Gazette in which 
alteration Is notified.

■RnnlfTifttn ........ ............................................. .......................................................................... . 24th September, 1886. 
Polio 6469.

24tli September, 1886, 
Polio 6469.

24th September, 1886. 
Folio 6469.

28th September, 1886. 
Folio 6646.

9th October, 1886. Folio 
6914.

FiUroy (Suburban limits)................................................................................................
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CEOWN LANDS.
(ALTERATIONS OP DESIGNS OP TOWNS AND VILLAGES.)

■jjkcaentei tu f ;idiament, jnummnt ttr ^ct 43 ^Bir. 29, sec. 22.

ABSTRACT of Alterations in Designs of Towns and Villages, under tlie 22nd section of the Act
43 Victoria No. 29.

Town or Village. Government Gazette in which 
alteration is notified.

Wittineham (Viliaee) ........................................................................ . . 8th September, 1883. Folio 
6823.

C3rf.] 02—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CEOWN LANDS.
(AITKRATIOX Or DES1GK- OF TOW A.)

^vescnitD to |lartlament, pursuant to Jtet 48 ilir. Jlo. IS.

ABSTRACT of Alteration of Design of Tow n, under the 107th section of the Act 4$ Victoria, Xo. 18-

Gov'cmmcDt OaMtte 
in which alteration 

is notified.

Inverell (town)
21 May, 1886, 

folio 3,5iM.

[3d.] 569—



342



1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CEOWN LANES.
(ALTERATION OF NAME OF VILLAGE.)

IjiTscntci) tir parliament, puremant in JUt 48 Pic. ^lo^lS, sec. 107.

ABSTRACT of Alteration of Name of Village, under the 107thi section of the Act 48 Victoria, No. IS.

Town or Village.
Government Gazette 
in which alteration 

is notified.

Wickham (village)—Alteration of name ................................................. ........ 18 Nov., 1885, 
folio 7,446.

[34.] 85—
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1S85-G.

.NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO RELIGIOUS PURPOSES.)

JBmjcnitii to igarlianunt, pursuant to JUt 25 ^3ic. |to. X, sex. 5.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands auttiorized to be dedicated to Religious purposes, in accordance with the 5th section of
the A.ct 25 Victoria No. 1.

Place, County, Allotment Section. Portion. Locality, Area, To what purpose dcJicatcd. No. of 
lepers.

Cat. No. of 
1'lau.

Molong................. Ashlmmham .. 1 37 Town of Molong .........
a. r. v- 
1 3 Uh Site for a Presbyterian

Church,
85-21424 O. 1092-1034

[3A] 172
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1885-€.

NEW SOOTH WALES.

CEOWN LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO RELIGIOUS PURPOSES.)

$)rmnfci> b JOiidiamcnt, pHrauitnt to JUt 25 ^ic. Jlcr. 1, stc. 5.

' ■ \
ABSTRACT of Crown Lands authorized to bo dedicated to Religious Purposes, in accordance with the 5th section of

the Act 25 Victoria No. L

Place. Couiify, Allotment
!
| Section,

i

Portion.
Locality, j

Aren, To what pur]»so dedicated. No. of 
■ Papers.

Cat. No. of 
Plan,

ISmtfisfcowii......... Cunibcrlam) ,,
■ i

Parish of Liberty Plains
a. r. p.
1 2 0 Site for Wesleyan Chapel S6- 997 C. 1,083-1,984

| and Minister's residence.
Rot.*y Hall......... Auckland .... 27 do Coolangnbra..! 1 0 0 Church of England Church 85-24,227 C. 960-1,981

purposes.
Do .......... do 25 do do ..i 10 0 Roman Catholic Church1 purposes.
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1883-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO RELICIOUS PURPOSES UNDER THE ACT 26 VIC. No. 1.)

$res£uici) to JLdiamott, ptrcsuant to Jtct 25 'Bic. ga. I, goc. 5.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Religious Purposes, in accordance with the 5th section of
the Act 25 Victoria No. 1.

Flaoa. County.
i

Allotment. Section.
I

PtfrtSon. Locality.
j

Area. |To what purpose dedicated. No. of 
Papers.

Cat. No. of 
Plan.

Colombo.......... Auckland ,...
........i............

J 1 a. r. p.

IGfi & 1G6 | Parish of Mopilla. ion Sites for Church of England 
Church and Parsonage. BC-2,528 C. 1,103-1,98*

L3d.j 397—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO RELIGIOUS PURPOSES UNDER THE ACT 25 VIC. No. 1.

igwsenleb to gartiamtnt, pursuant to Jlct 25 flic, 4I0.1, stc. 5.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands'authorized to be dedicated to Religious Purposes, in accordance with the 5th section
the Act 25 Victoria No. 1.

of

Place. County. Allotment, Portion. Locality. Area. To what purpose dedicated. No. of 
Papers.

Cat No. of 
Plan.

Wentworth ,,,, Wentworth.,

a. r. p,
0 2 0 Site for Homan Catholic Presby

tery.
Misc. 

86- 1928 C. 274-1934

L3d.j 7dO-
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1886-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(ATjTHOKIJJED TO BE DEDICATED TO RELTGTOUS PURPOSES UNDER THE ACT 25 VIC. No. 1.)

Jfesrnteb iu JJndiimcttt, pursuant to JUt 25 tBir. ^o, 1.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Religious purposes, in accordance with the 5th section
of the Act 25 Victoria No. 1.

Place. County. Allotment Scetfon. Portion. Locality. Area, To what purpose dedicated. No, of 
Papers.

Out No, ot 
PKd.

Boggaljri ........ J I’ottingor.,..
1 fc2 30 Town Of Bo^grabri ...............

&, r. p. 
10 0 Site for Union Ohurcli ...............

Ms.
86-16101 C. 610-1984

[3*0 1009



354



1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
CtfSERYED FROM SALE UNTIL SURVEYED, FOR THE I’RESERVATION OF WATER SUPPLY OR OTHER PUBLIC PURPOSES.

ittemlxb to 3prtrUitmmt, pnrsmmt to Jlct 4S ^ir. ^.o, 18, stcs. 101, 103,109, Ritb 112.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands roserved from sale until surveyed, for the preservation of Water Supply 
or other public purposes, in accordance with tho 101st, 103rd, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 
43 Victoria Ko. 18.

No. of Papora. NO. of 
Reserve

O
G300

Cjnntj. Parish, Area.
Government 

Gazette in which 
the description is 

published.
Folio,

Ms. 85-15077 163 101 St. Vincent.......... Borimbadal ................. 8 Sept., 1885
if

5S7S
if14701

6G27
2 ex. 

126 ex.
) t Clai dice ..............

Rous......................
Ulmarra..........................
Coraki.............. .

8 „ 
192 „

8GS3
14008
15077

216
14S
164

>>
tf

Cook .....................
Wellington .........
St. Vincent..........

Oamieson ......................
Wellington ..................

io ;;
240 „

SO „

tt
11

13480 190 Argyle ................. 474;;
64 „

5879
14888 5 Goulburn.............. Woomargama...............
14349 Ri tr> Mtaint I'liklin^tnn Kecreiaiou Hptvrvc.

220

Cook...................... 68 "

8850 King...................... 20 „
12395 254

109
llnsbane .............. la. 3r. 33p.

10540 6 Wallace .............. 5SS0
15580 643 ex. 101 125 .. 9 5SG3
1G311 165 St. Vincent. 639i ;;

S „0751 150 We lington .........
0488 116 Roxburgh.............. m a 

896 ,,
5394

14754 16 112 Rous...................... Cudgcn and Condong ... 14 * 5973
614112,583 2G52 ex. Rouike.................. 300 „ 22 „

14854 203 101 Durham .............. 46 ", 23 „ 6237
10800 King.......... too ;;

170 „10912 15
103

Potiingcr .............
>> ff

15452 5 Clive ..................... Bolivia .......................... 40 ", 28 ” 6309
14G01 213 Murnij'.................. 16 ,! 6310
10914 123 101 Cumberland ........ South Colah.......... ....... is* i;

64
225 „

6314
10913 49 ex. Westmoreland ...
14007 S Bourke..................

14750
19 h ;;

40 „4 Canbelego.......... .
10433 3 Sandon ................. 35
15954 3 Gough .................. 150 ,, 6315
14G07 IS Bourke ..................

12 32
7 JJ 130 „

20 2 ii
ft 9

10a
.. ...... ................ it .............................. 182 „

90 ,,
ft ft

11 J J 7a. Or. 3p.
5J acres 

S4 „
54 „
54 „
54

3SO ,,

6316
13 U **

>> 14
15

M jy >>

16 tr
17 **
10 11 **

18994 4 Urana .................. Waugh and Bingagong 640 " 30 ,, 6446
10221 16 112 Dampier ............... 5,700 "

13,000 „
4a. Or. 39p.

18902 2 Waradgery Mungadal, Hay, &c. ...
» .

11364 132 101 Roxburgh......... . 6524
122
119 ” 96 „ ** **
124 6a. Or. 20p. 

la. Or, 26p.
2a. 3r, 9p.
5a. Ir. 9p.

** **
126 ** 6525

a 128
129

ft :::::::::::::::::: tf

60—
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2

No. of Papers. !

1

No- Ol 
Reserve,

£C
u
X

Couni^.
Parish. J

!

Area.
Gj\'einmQnt 

Gazette in which 
the de crip Jon is 

published.
Folio,

Ms. 85-11364 130 101 Roxburgh............ Castleton ...................... 2a. 3r. 29p. 2 Oct., 1885 6525
3 > 131 1» t, .............. 5a. Or. Op. ti

118 4 3 ............. ,, ..................... 49J acres i ji 127 M J1 r . r ...... . >J i ... > 7a. Or. 13p. *»
18783 102 Wcstmoretand . Jocelyn and tearing... 580 acres
11364 123 9 ) Roxburgh............ Castleton................... 89 6526

1J i 117 I 1 jj .......... y% ...................... 153 „
120 JJ M ...... . , ...................... 34 „

>1 121 >J .............. , ? ........................... 22J

17034
125 J 7 >3 .............. J 1 ..................

Nairaiidcra ................
4i „ i > 11

3 Cooper .................. la. Or. 19p. 6 „ 6555
.. 4

109
>> .................. 2a. Or. 24p. 3»

16262 6 Bercsforfl............. Palmerston...................... 84a. Ir. Op. 6556
16261 16 Wallace ............ Arable............................ 110i acres
17034 6 101 Cooper...... Narrandera ................ la. 3r. 14p.
1GG2S 1978 ex. 109 Baradine .............. Baradiue, &c................ 6,000 acres
13831 2 101 Tirana ................ Waugh ....................... la. Ir. 25Ap. >> f 3
17034 r> Cooper......  .. Narrandera .................. 5a. Ir. 9p.

686916769 142 1 3 lioxburgh.............. Clandulla ..................... 5a. Ir. 8p. 20 „
.. 143 n M ........... 5a. Ir. 8p.
33 144 if > » ......... ,, ................... 5a. 1 r. Sp. 1) 1 f
31 136 il ,, ........... 22a. Ir. lOp. 1 9 33
3> 138 >3 S 1 *............ 20 acres 33

137 13a. 3r. lOp. 6870
141 J » tr ... t » ......... ' * 0a. 2r, 24p. „ 6871
140 jj

Monteagle ......
29 acres 33

17036 13 112 UananbrJIa.................. 200 „
11311 250 101 Bathuiat............. ! Bi-ingellet ..................... 15a. Or. 3Cp.
18696 21 Bourko................. j Kindra ......................... 3a. Or. 30p.

C.S. 85-3303 Snr. 1789 ex. 112 Wakool ............ | Chowar ....................... SO acres
Ms. 16043 2 100 Buccleuch ........ Peppercorn ................. 640 „ 6872

15139 17 ,, Dampier ............ i Shoaihavcn, &c............... 420 „
21809 139 101 Roxburgh.......... , Clandulla...................... 75 „
17034 7 103 Cooper ................ ■ Narrandera .................. 10 „ 22 „ 6902
1S260 240 101 Camden ............. ! Wilton .......................... 21a. 3r. 6p. 26 „ 6955
169S3 230 Gloucester ......... . Topi Topi..................... 112 acres
18260 242 Camden . ........... 1 Wilton ......................... 6 „

9903 6 Clive..................... Ballandean..................... 24 „
18260 244 Camden .......... ! Wilton ........................ la. 3r. 17p. 6956
10207 4 3 Pottinger............. | Goally.............................. 110 acres 0957

18260
5 1 Millie ............................. 110 „

238 Camden ............. 45 „
) ) 241 1 1? ............. ! „ .......................... 2a. 2r. 33p. Jt 3 3

16500
243 >3 , j ...........

Hunter................
! a ......................... 2a. 2r. Op. J > 33

57 1 Baraemi ......................... 14 acres
4 Nov., 188521595 ■Sandon ................ i Duval............................ 3,209 „ 7155

19877 213 >3 Norliiumberlaad, Ac .. j Newcastle, &c................
i

13 ,, 7293

Sydney: Thomas Richard?, Government Printer.—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

GROWN LANDS.
(RESERVED PROU SATA UNTIL SURVEYED FOR THE PRESERVATION OF WATER SUPPLY &C , UNDER 43 YIC. NO. 18.)

Ikcscnteii io JLirlumcnt, pnrsnaui to JUt 4S Dir. gio. IS, strs. 101,103,100, .ml) 112.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands reserved from sale until surveyed, for the preservation of Water Supply, or 
other pub lie purposes, in accordance witli the 101st, 103rd, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 
4S Victoria No. IS.

No. of Papers. No of 
Reserve. 5

\iuCO
County. Parish. Area.

| About
1 a. r. p.

3Is. 83-11273 l 9 101 IV vnyard ................. Uimitbee .................... 173 O 0
Ain. „ 7 29 R-ous ........................ fl Z OO

32 flo ................ | 9- ?■ Cl
Ms. ,,101(0 l.j 109 Covlcy and Wnlliu'C.. Thiu'wn, Ac..................... 15,000 0 0

16881 7 1 Ooulbura.................. Ilumo and Dora. Dora,,. 3,500 0 0
„ 17184 3 | G-owen ...................... ft?. Cl 0
,, 16631 13 Poltinger .................. Roineni ................ iso o n

, 14 | do ............... ft n
1G63-1 1 112 ] Fnrnell...................... 1,100 0 0

J» IJ 1 1 Mmindie.................... i ^ftftft ft n
1 Tundora...................... .......................... 720 0 0
2 do .................. 1 ............... afis ft n
4 Yfincowimia............... DGO 0 0

JJ JJ 5 JJ do ................. 16 square miles
JJ JJ r; JJ do .................. 16 „ „
J» >7 7 JJ do .................. Albert and Victoria .. .. ^ Ji :j

ft r. p.
31 JJ 8 J> do ............ „ .Lewis, Alt. Gipps &a. . 1,444 0 0
>3 •• 9 !: do ................... Mt. Gipps ..................... 1.363 0 0

Ain. „ 2015 37 101 Cowper...................... East liourke................. 250 0 0
S> >1 33 ?> do .................. Davidson...... ................ 100 0 0

m. „ ifiisi 18 JJ Dampier.................... Murrali and Eonnaguce. 525 0 0
„ 16270 727 erf. Clurencc.................... 230 0 0
„ 16913 469 ext Potfcingor ................ Weston......................... 2 2 0

Ain. „ 7 31 Eons........................... 8f» 0 0
J* JJ 39 JI do .................. do ................ 30 0 0
J> •« 42 do ................... do ....................... 0 3 301

Mg. 19398 159 Wellington................ 1 2 15
161 do ................... 0 0 20
162 do ................... do ..... . . . 0 3 3^
163 do ................... 1 3 2d

., 17645 246 Brisbaae...... ............ YVieklimn ...................... 40 1 0
172 N'ortlmmberfand....... 15 2 0

Ain. 84- 3235 12 Wynyard ........ 0 2 0
13 do .................. 1 2 3ft
14 do ................... 2 0 8
15 do ................. 4 13^

Ms. 85-16750 171 2 0 0
170 do ........ . do ................... G 1 12
167 do ........... 17 0 0

„ 19196 14 Harden.................... 80 0 0
„ 16759 166 Noi’tlmmberia.ncl...... 27 0 0

168 do ........... do£ .................... 10 0
169 dn 2 2 0
165 do ........... 66 0 0

„ 16632 5 Townsend............ . 33 0 0
Ain. „ 7 30 Rons .......................... 140 0 0

„ 2015 35 4-00 0 0
Ms. „ 16771 4 112 7,670 0 0

„ 19497 166 Jj j St, Vincent.............. Monga, Milo, &c.......... 23 square miles

82—

Government 
Gazette in a Inch 1 
the description is I'ono. 

published. |

18 Nov., 1SS5 743C

l 7-J3J-

7*135

7?
U
77
37
33
77
}7

' i 73

7436
H J>

>3 J>
ft ' ir
Ji •?

‘ s i

>* JI
J!

7437
JJ

>>
ft
77
i9
>7
77
37

JJ
}J
JJ
J>
»
JJ

JJ
JJ
))
JJ

JJ

7438
Jl
JI
>>
JJ

7439
J>
J!
JI
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2

No. of Papers.

Ms. S5-14625
Ain.

Mb.

Alt).
Me.

2015
7

19598

19596
19496

7
19598

„ 19400 
Ain. „ 2015

Ms. „ 5903 
OS. 85-4073 Sur. 

Ain. 85- 2015 
„ 1 

Ms. „ 16310 
„ 7140 
,, 17645 
„ 6397 

Ain. „ 2015

Me.

Ain.
Me.

Ain.
Ms.

„ 13520 
„ 17645
»> J>

7
„ 16627 
„ 19394
» . I
,f 19505

Ain.
ii 15715

7
JI «

84r- 816

Ms. 85-17154 
, „ 18909

„ 21937 
- „ 11369

„ 10053
» 19^

■ „ 6742
83-25975 
85-11144 
„ 17590 

S. 85-1542 Cor. 
Ms. 84-27429 

85- 4022 
• ,, 11556

„ 7088 
„ 7858 
„ 19722 
„ 3206 
„ 25865 
>i 3711 
,, 6167 
„ 6321

No. of 
Reserve.

Se
ct

io
n. County.

' '

Parish. Area.
Government- 

Gazette in winch 
the description is 

published.
Folio.

! About.
I a r. p.

101 200 18 Kot.,1885 7439
£asl Bourkc................... 275 2 0 7440>» 12 0

151
tt

WeUinglon................. Merinda........................ 16 0 0 J» J> U
71 do ........ ............. 0 19:i 4 2 3!> 2 3 1277 On ............ 1 do ..................... 2 2 23

19/1. »
Cowan .......................... 160 0 071 Kildare......................... 384' 0 0

28
it

liexhill.......................... 10 0 7441
154

it
Wellington ................ Merinda........................ 110 15 JJ JJ

155 do ....................... 1 0 31it
do .......... 10 0

IK'? ij dn .............. do ....................... 0 2 71
3 ll Woo Waa...................... 0 2 0

34
51 204 3 0it 368 3 0

34
it Bexhill .......................... 11 0 0

35
Js

do ............. *....... 12 0yj 13 0 0 Jlyy
The Peak...................... . 40 3 0 7442it 62 0 0

9Q » 26,500 0 055 Besdiill'.......................... 167 0 0 5)>5 4,960 0 0
4 »5 40 0 0

0d8
5) 8 0 0 7443

2 55 56 3 0
30

j)
East Bourko............ . 145 1 0

Q1 11 181 1 0
33

J!
do ................... 355 0 0>5

Phillip . . . . 133 0 0>> 12 3 20Jl 12 3 0
41 11

Bexhill ......................... 3 0 0 7444
18

15 Jicrgi and Boor&bee...... 100 0 0
10 2 30

40
55 Bexhill.......................... 10 2 30

106 0 0>y 270 0 0
233

J» Topi Topi...................... 66 0 0
22

JJ 320 0 0
38

JJ 2 0 0 7445JJ 5 2 0
2

15 5 square miles JJ5> a t. p.
126 50 0 0
125

n 12 0 0 JJ
7 ) T Elderbury .................... 60 0 0 JJ

14
11 1,400 0 0 7606

23 206 0 23 55
1 JJ Telford.......................... 63 0 0
3 Q-iucroi and Clare......... 820 0 0 51
2 Merrybundioah ............. 4 0 0

2$Ia
51 162 0 0

9.SU
yj Bullah Dclah................. 21 0 0 Jl

g S3 0 0
5 jj 4,000 0 0 Jj
1 397 0 0 JJ

76 0 0 7607
7 jj 7 3 0

9.15
5J

Cos ........ ........... .......... 95 0 0 >5
4 2 0

1 JT 640 0 0 15
Id^A

11 154 3 0 »
1 JJ

Uraila.................. 3 3 37 J)
112 4,530 0 0

4 1,920 0 0 11
gi 5J

101 156 3 0 7608
7 Birben.......................... 4,800 0 0 15
1 3,200 0 0

107
JJ 4 2 0 Jl

2
15 2,604 0 0

1P!73a
it 640 0 0 JJ

3 51 2 0 0 15
\ U 1 3 28 1]
3 15 3 18 7609
1

JJ
North Waeea Waeaa.. 20 0 0 1J JI JJ

9 10 0 0 JJ
22r

JJ 880 0 0 JJ
200 Fot“............................... 4 3 0 JJ

40 0 0
5 J* 60 0 0 M

t 1 9 0 17 7610
1A7 20 0 0

9 11 Btiradine................... Q-ora and Bimdlo......... . 13 square miles JJ 5J JJ



No. of Papers. No, ot 
Reserve. J

CJ
Count}-. Parish. Area.

About.

Mb. 85~193G2 4 112 Courallie.................... Weak Waah .
a r. p. 
50 0 0 
35 0 0 

1,400 0 0 
15 0 0

„ 2862 1 101 Wynyard....................
„ 3713 1 Yanda......................... Woolla . '.
„ 1953 246 Camden......................
„ 19206 27 Eons........................... 6 1 16 

220 0 0„ 11739 120 Cumberland..............
„ 2920 

Ain. „ 701
1
3

JJ Denham...................
Murchison.................

Finley, &c....................... 5,700 0 0 
435 0 0 
263 2 0 
270 0 0 

1,100 0 0 
13 0 

200 0 0

Ms. 81-18306 23 Cowper.......................
85- 4557 2 Sturt..........................

„ 15259 11 Finch .........................
84-27357 247 Macquarie..................
85- 4524 3 Mouramba.................
„ 18637 2966 ext. Wakool................. . 600 0 0 

88 0 0„ 9331 9 Askburnham.............
„ 10012 251 Macquarie ............... 80 0 0

252 do .................. 14 0 0 
27 0 0
0 2 0

253 do ......... ........ do .......... .
„ 11386 259 do ... .............

84-27373 13 Lincoln...................... 13 0 0 
200 0 0 
525 0 0

2 0 24 
40 0 0 
11 1 5 

201 0 0

85- 4519 1 Moununba.................
„ 18440 300a Wallace.......................
„ 17034 4 Cooper........................
„ 12203 2 Kobinson.....................
„ 12829 1 White........................
„ 15252 2 Clyde..........................

84-17766 865 oxt. 103 Auckland.................. Yowaka..... .................... 61 2 0

Govemnien4 
Gazette in which, 
the description is 

published.
Folio.

25 Not., 1885

27

?>
it
3>
il
*}
it
]>
J>
JJ
>j
ft
»
JJ
Jl
Ji
)>
J»

»
3*
Jl
Jl
Jl
JJ
Jl
Jl

7610
L

tt
a
it
>i
a
a

7612 
11
JJ
J>
JJ
J>

7613
u
jj
j>
ii

7614 

7649

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government rrinter.—1SS5,
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3(>1

1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(HESHUYRD FROM SALE UNTIE SURVEYED FOR THE PRESERVATrON OF WATER SUFPDY &C , UNDER 18 VIC, NO. 18.

■[Jrcscntcl) i.o JJarliammL pursmtut to Jltt 48 \3ir. /:1a. 18, secs. 101,103,109, nul) 112.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands reserved from sale until surveyed, for the preservation of Water Supply, or 
other public purposes, in accordance with tho 101st, 103rd, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 
48 Victoria No. 18. ' '

No. of Fapcre, No. of 
Jlc servo. County, Pariah, Area.

Government 
Gazette in wlndi 
the description is 

pubiishod,

Dight and Battenhoon
Tcmi..............................
do ..............................

Bandalla, &c................
Mondooran, &e.............
Behnore ......................

About

1,600 0 
1,750 O 
2,100 0 
1000 0 

1,820 0 
81 3

p
0
0
0
0
0
0

2 Dec.,
U
tj

12 Jf
u

1885

it
it
11

Mendooran ................. 1,500 0 0
Khancohan .................. 60 0 0
Bostobrick .................. 620 3 20
Wambo.......................... 80 0 0
Coolah .......................... 5 2 0
Bullatella ..................... 20 2 0
Bundaburrah, &c.......... 1,400 0 0
Ulan, &e........................ 7,826 0 0
Nondowra, &c..............
Gumbo, fcc...................

7,072 0 0
4,500 0 0

Waniboyne, &c............. 4,300 0 0
Cowal, &c..................... 7,081 0 0
Wollongong................ 0 1 28 it
Mabonga...................... 5 0 0
Walbundry................. 2 0 0 ii a
Maitland ...................... 3 0 0
Patonga ...................... 2 0 0
Cullen Ballon .;.......... 4 1 37
Benandra..................... 2 0 0
Barham ...................... 2 0 0
Bourke ........................ 0 0 0

do .......................... 5 0 0
Tent Hill..................... 6 0 4

do ...................... 3 0 35
Wambo.......................... 2 1 20

do .................... . 2 o 0
Coolah .......................... 0 3 0

do ......................... 0 1 13
do .......................... 2 3 2

Wambo.......................... 5 1 33
Coolah .......................... 16 1 20
Trigalong...................... 75 0 0 ii
Wamboync ................. 2,901 0 0
Bobbiwaa ................... 2,100 0 0
Bungalong ..................
Powheep ......................

680
429

0
1

0
0

ii it

do ......... ............ 444 3 0
Wambo........................ 2 1 35
Jewnee.......................... 258 0 0
Jindcra.......................... 5 0 0

do .......................... 5 0 O
do .......................... 1 1 25
do .......................... 2 3 31
do .......................... 5 0 0

Howlong ...................... 5 0 0
do ...................... 10 0 0 >> tt

Folio.

Ms, 85- 24222

10901
1704

17731
15402
20367
20991
20067
14350
148S6
14973
14886

1920
14597
2050
8703
488

1055
819

14595
1840

24674
1576

Oc. „ 
Ms. ,,

) J
Oc, „

J)
Ms. „ 
Oc. „ 
Ms. „ 
Ain. „ 
Ms. „

Ain. ,,

19389

20397

20991

20397
20991
4984
1926

19210
19935
9070

20397
12990
20069

616

6
263
262

4
1

1062a
3 
2

40
43 
13
6
4

27b
125a
117a
944a

2963a
257

1
16

211
212
133
169

1
44
45 
4 
8

51
55

9
)0
12
54
11

6
1875a 

6 
6 
2
3 

45
4 
8 
9

10
11
12
12
13

101

1

101

Buckland .................
Brisbane.....................

do .....................
Gowen .....................
Napier and Lincoln ..
Wynyard .................
Napier ...................
Selwyn .....................
Pitzroy .....................
Hunter ....................
Napier .....................
Townsend .................
Forbes .....................
Bligh and Phillip.....
Bligh ........................
Phillip .....................
Gipps .........................

do ........................
Camden .....................
Hume.........................

do ........................
Northumberland .....

do . ...
Roxburgh .................
St. Vincent.................
Wahool .....................
Cowper .....................

do .....................
Gough.........................

do . ......................
Hunter .....................

do .....................
Napier .....................

do .....................
Hunter .....................
Napier .....................
Bland.........................
Gipps .........................
Jamieson....................
Monteagle.................
Townsend .................

do .................
Hunter .....................
Clarendon .................
Goulbum .................

do .................
do .................
do .................
do .................

Hume.........................
do .........................

7783

7784 
8010

8011

8012 
) 1

8013

8014

8015

8016

8017

170—
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2

No. of Papers. No of 
Reserve.

Se
ct

io
n.

County. Parish, Area.
Government 

Gazette in which ' 
the description is 

published.
Folio.

About
n. r* p.

Ms. 85- 2245 145 101 Roxburgh ........................... Sofala and Wyagdon... 6,600 0 0 12 Dec., 1885 8017
„ 14472 1 Nulla Nnlla......................... 65 0 0
„ 20407 48 n Hunter ................................. Wambo...................................... 4 0 32 801S
" 12S09 185

**
Northumberland .......... Gosford...................................... 12 2 0

186 do ..... do ...................................... 4 0 0
„ 14933 369a Beresford ........................... Binjura.................................. .. 100 0 0
„ 8578 24 Aahbumham..................... Cargo ................................... 14 0 0
” 2-2295 29 tt do ...................... Toogong ................................. 47 3 0
„ 19389 5 Gough ................................. Tent Hill................................. IS 0 10
„ 12809 ISO Northumberland .......... Gosford...................................... 5 0 0

84- 20S22 14 Auckland ........................... Brogo ...................................... 54 0 0 Roin
85- 7S24 7 Wallace................................. Kiandra ................................. 0 3 17
„ 15491 5 Gordon .............................. 1,720 0 0
" 20397 56 n Wambo...................................... 5 3 2
„ 18!58 249 Macquarie........................... Camden Haven ............... 45 0 0

1 Stapvlton ........................... Willimill................................. 1,380 0 0
» 2111 4 ji Wakool and Cadell ... Doubcrry, &c......................... £840 0 0

,, 15106 210 Northumberland .......... Wyong...................................... 29 3 14
20991 7 Napier ................................. Coolah ...................................... 21 3 0 8020

8 do ........ ...................... do ........................... 20 0 0
” 17199 2722 ext. 112 Mitchell ................................ Milbrulong ........................... 1,400 0 0
;; 27139 7 Townsend ......................... Conargo ................................. 954 0 0
,, 17200 3052a ext 3,820 0 0
„ 8814 i 101 Gippa ...................................... Udah............................................ ”377 3 0

84- 26282 8 Vickery ................................. 552 2 0
Jl IJ

85- 19974 6 Rons ...................................... Broadwater, &c................... 700 0 0 8021
„ 3202 2 109 Yarrol ...................................... 330 0 0
„ 10603 7 Gowen ................................. CoOiiabaiTabran ............... 480 0 0
„ 9867 7 Jamison............................... Billaboo South, &c.......... 1,170 0 0

48 101 Cowper ................................. Bourke...................................... 12 0 0
„ 20397 44 Hunter ................................. Wambo................... ................ 20 2 30

84- 25949 Bullabooka ........................... 100 0 0 8022
85- 17608 172 Bligh ...................................... 40 0 0

JJ tt

30 18 0 0
„ 15359 6

JJ
Flinders................... ........... Bcbri........................................... 1,920 0 0

1925 1578a U Gipps ...................................... Wamboyne........................... '640 0 0
JJ JJ

„ 8731 2 190 0 0
Ain, „ 157fi 47 5 0 0
Ms. 19389 7 U Gongh...................................... Tent Hill............................... 133 2 30

„ 12809 187 Northumberland .......... Gosford...................................... 134 0 0 8023
„ 8961 4 10 0
”, 11202 12 Narromine........ .................. 2 3 8

JJ JJ

„ 15410 1 Waradgery ..................... Hay South ........................... 40 0 0
Ain, ti 157G 46 11 Cowper ................................. East Bourke ..................... 44 0 0

84- 2317 44 House...................................... Codrington ........................... 2 2 25
Ms. 85- 4522 18 Hume...................................... Walla Walla ..................... 200 0 0

JJ )»
8024

,i 4521 17 do ................................... Ho veil ...................................... 200 0 .0
JJ JJ

” 10066 3 it Dudley ................................. Burragong, &c..................... 28 square miles tt J J J J
a. r. p.

,, 12S09 183 3 0 0

»J is 188 ll do .......... do ....................... 2 3 32J JJ JJ
„ 20397 53 Wambo...................................... 0 2 13

52 12 0
u JJ

8025
46 do ................................. do .................................... 2 2 32

„ 14594 8 >> Monteagle........................... Murringo................................. 23 2 10 tJ JJ
„ 20397 47 Hunter ................................. Wambo.................................... 5 0 0
,, 19389 6 Gough...................................... Tent Hill........................ 5 2 0
„ 12809 184 Northumberland .......... Gosford.................................... 2 0 0

Ain. „ 1570 39 3 0 0 8026
40

” do ................................. do ...................................... 5 0 0
JJ It

it M
41 do .................................. . do .................... ................ 5 0 0

ti tt
>1 tt

42 do ...................................... do ...................................... 5 0 0M tt
43 n 5 0 0 " ■"

Ms. ” 16633
8

” Hume...................................... 5 0 0
Jl JJ

9 do ...................................... 10 0 0ti ti
10 10 0 0

JJ JJ

”, 20397
49 Hunter ................................. Wambo....................................... 14 0 0

JJ JJ

50 77 do ..................... do .................................... 15 0 0
” 10941

23 Clarence ........................... Candolo and Condolam. 2000 0 0
84- 27112 1 Ewenmnr ........................... Coradgorie ........................... 20 0 0 8027
85- 5480 2 12 1 10
„ 2H2 151 ll St. Vincent ..................... Yerrujong ........................... 10 1 30 J> JJ Jt
,, 65 155 11 do .................... Boyne ...................................... 10 0 0 JJ JJ

84- 22078 4 Wallace................................. 9 0 0
85- 4264 144 20 0 0

tf Jl

„ 4117 s Wynyard ........................... Mundarlo................................. 8 0 0 Jf JJ
„ 5722 13 Ashbumham................... Belubula ................................. 7 0 20

5481 G do ........... Troubalgic ........................... 10 0 0 8028
” 11391 ii Bland .................................... Yeo Yco .............................. 20 0 0

,, 5058 4 Terrabclla. ......................... 10 0 0 " "

„ 06SG 4 Goulbum ......................... Carrabobala................. 8 0 0
„ 10067 2 2 0 32
” 11SS6 164 20 0 0

1704 2 500 0 0
2 640 0 0

JJ IJ
i 11

4 n 2,700 0 0
IJ >J

’’ 3390
247 0 Bathurst............................... Galbraith............................. ' 10 0 0

JJ JJ
8029

6694 9 3 1 38
” 8812 4 j> Sturt 7................................... Curratbool ......................... 10 3 8 JJ JJ JJ
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No. of Papers. No. Of 
Reserve.

P'■GVtiCO
County. Pariah, Area.

About
Ms. 85- 10381 0 101 Hardinge ..................

a, r, p 
R 1 Hi

„ 9589 15 Hume........................ ! Corowa...T..................... 4 0 0
„ 6201 10 Bland.......................... ■IS 0 0
„ 8028 2 Harden ..................... 1 OoppabcTla 1 f> 97
,, 19724 20 Bous .......................... 1 Cud e'en ..... sn ft n
• ! 7274 3 Clarendon ................. 9 ? Itf
t, 20590 235 Gloucester............. Toui Tnni .. . 1ft o o
„ 17198 1799 ext 112 Urmia.......................... Lake .......................... 335 0 0
„ 19500 108 >> Phillip ..................... 1 Simpson and Nullo ... 800 0 0„ 19842 103 ext. 101 ) Durham..................... (JO 0 0„ 10353 16 109, Coivlev ...................... Maouk ................. 54ft ft 0
„ 22100 258 101 | Camden ..................... 7S 0 0„ 19399 3 103 Courallie .................. Tvcarmah. . ft40 ft ft
u 0561 2 Gough.......................... 9ft ft n
>> 17758 170 Bligh .......................... 7 fiftft ft ft
„ 0702 203 Northumberland ...... Awata ..................... 9. ft ft
„ 17758 14 Lincoln ...................... ftftft ft ft
„ OIOS 206 Northumberland ...... Morriasct............... 3 0 0
» 17758 6 JJ Napier, &c................. Narangcrie, &c.............. 13,800 0 0ii 0702 204 Northumberland ...... 9 ft 0„ 0108 205 do ....... Morrissct____ 3 0 0
.. 17758 171 Bligh .......................... Nanima ...... a r.rift ft ft

21208 24 101 Roua .......................... ft 9 ?s
25 do .......................... do ... 1 ft T3

„ 21791 49 do .......................... 5 2 0
57 do .......................... do ., ft 9 n

f* 31 58 do .......................... do .. 5 2 0
ff ii 59 do .......................... do ......... 5 2 0

jj 52 do .......................... GOO00 do .......................... 5 2 0' ji llS{j5 4 Bourke .............. 33 ft ft
„ 19397 C Gowen ...................... 3 ft ft
„ 21791 50 it Koua .......................... Byron w......................... 4 0 0

5! do .......................... 4 0 0
>> )7 54 do .......................... ft 9 ft

55 do ........................... ft 9 ft
„ 15300 9 Cunningham .............. s? n ft
„ 20043 100 a Macquarie.................. inn ft
.. 35714 3 Gregory ...................... i o n
„ 15300 8 109 Cunningham............ 91fift ft ft
.. 21907 10 Baradine ................. 3 9ftft ft ft
„ 3909 4 101 Townsend .................. Banangalite................. 104 0 0,, 17700 24 u Leichhardt.............. :. 63ft ft 0
„ 9300 11 Hume.................... IS ft ft
,, 22005 13 Narromine.................. Burfdali..................... 9nfi ft o
„ 13371 10 Aahburnham.............. n 9 $3
„ 14849 307 ext. 112 Dampier...................... 4 9ft ft ft ft
.. 21791 53 101 Rous ...................... 94ft ft ft

86- 377 30 Clarence...................... 70 0 085- 21483 171 St. Vincent .............. 40 ft 0„ 20475 8 112 Townsend ............... North Dcuiliquin, &e... 20,050 0 0
jj *226bt> 9 Gough..................... Ann n a
» 7091 27 101 Fitzroy ..................... Barmwa ........... 10 9 ft

84- 20890 1 112 Cunningham ............ lft| ft ft85- 10945 28 Gregory, &c................. 9 son ft ft
„ 15451 3 101 Vernon ..................... Walcha 390 ft ft
„ 22445 259 Camden ...................... 17 0 0201 do ......... do J

18 0 0„ 19598 154 Wellington ... .......... Merinda ... 1 3 96»> 11575 19 Wynyard ............... 10 0i, 18550 14 109 Goulbum ............... 30 0 0„ 21360 47 101 Rous .................. TOO 0 021307 48 do .......................... do ...... 90 0 0„ 3092 22 J i Narran ................... Talawanta .................. 2,500 0 0,, 21814 218 ti Cook ......................... Cooba ...................... ’ 10 0 0
„ 21200 27 Ashburnham............. 4ft ft ftOc. „ 1940 1 I i Cooper ..................... Narrandera ~.............. 10 0 0Ms. „ 23163 140 Roxburgh .................. 5 0 0„ 23104 147 do ................. 5 0 0„ 23105 148 do ................ Anlv .......... 40 0 0„ 24481 128 Cumberland ............. ^ ^ ..............Cowan ...... 0 10,, 8942 45 Roua ..........................
.. 9447 40 do .......................... 2 ft
„ 10084 8 Gowen ..................... Cobbinbtl......... 90 0 0„ 4518 2 Mouramba ............ Wells ......... 9ftft ft ft
„ 11574 18 Wynyard ................... 10 0„ 21939 5 IJ Buckland ................... Qniriudi .................. 10 2 0,, 14513 3 J l Stapylton ................. Moppin........................ 1 0 0„ 21207 3 Parry ................ 5 0 0,, 4475 147 M Wellington .............. Cooper ................... 20 0 0„ 23137 149 u Roxburgh .................. Airlv . 9ft 0 oft

21712 204 JJ Camden ...................... Colo” ..................... GO 0 0,, 22952 42 Pitzroy ................... 7?0 0 0„ 21292 8 Cooper .................
„ 22570 4 Knuiklia......... ...... 1 9fti ft ft
„ 19503
„ 19595 Bathurst......................
„ 21109 Ashbumham.............

Ain. „ 1742 202 1 i Macquarie.............. . Macquarie .................. 5 2 n

Government 
Gazette in which 
the de^ription is 

puhlianod.
Folio.

12 Dec., 1SS5 S029

SOSO

1C
IS

19

13 Jan., 
1C „

1SSG

19 „
H
Jt

23 „

8109
8144
8140
S148

8149

8151
8250

8251

8252

8253

253
355
350
357

358

359

3G0

301

302
393
394

581
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No ol Papers. No. of 
Reserve.

Se
ct

io
n,

County. Parish.
■»

Area.
Government 

Gazette in which 
the description is 

published.
Polio.

About
a. r. p*

Ms. 86- 301 12 101 Gough.......................... Deepwater .................. o i 29 23 .Tati ISfifi 581
85- 23534 204 5 0 o 582

21785 5 112 Dudley ...................... 40 o o
24521 19 437 o o r*

24433 172 St. Vincent ............. Tiangara, &e................. 25,500 0 0
n

15554 28 101 Ashbumham.............. Boree Cabonnc, &c. ... ' 40 0 0
i>

22099 15
a. r. p-

n

Ain. ,, 2713 21 Riley....... 15 3 20
Mg. „ 24437 252 n Bathurst .................. 20 0 0

it
583

15G6S 69 Hunter ..................... reribil ....................... 10 0 0
23003 5 10 o 0

U

oc. 912 20 Dampier..................... Wagouen .................. 4 2 0
Jt

Ain „ 2713 19 Riley................................ 3 0 21
Mg. ,, 15907 2 Culgoa......................... Barrinffun .................. 2 0 0

14602 29 8 0 0
23439 12 50 0 0 584
20574 21 ext. 109 Northumberland ..... Warkworth ............... 500 0 0
24435 101 Camden...................... 10 1 13

JJ 7273 6 Clarendon ................. Enrongilly ........................... 2 0 34
Ain. „ 2713 20 2 0 0
Ms. ,, 18879 8 Hons ..................................... 1 0 15

J
Ain. „ 2788 63 n Bexhill ..................................... 45 1 0 585
Ms. „ 19071 61 do ...................................... 3,000 o 0

101
>

62 do ............. . ... 2,700 o 0
13395 6 101 640 n oj’
21105 227a Brisbane...................... Pago............................. 360 0 0

It
23533 64 o o o

84- 25015 41 400 0 o 586
85- 991 105 o 0 It

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Qovcimnont. Printer.—1830.



1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
RESERVED FROlf SAM UNTIL SURVEYED FOR THE PRESERVATION OP WATER SUPPLY OR OTHER PUBLIC PURPOSES-)

Siptcsttutei to JJarliamtut, pursuant to Jut 48 cQic, ^o. 18, swjs. 101,103,109, anil 112.

ABSTEACT of Grown Lands reserved from sale until surveyed for the preservation of Water Supply 
or other public purposes, in accordance with the 101st, 103rd, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 
48 Victoria No. 18. .

No. of Papcre. No. of 
Reserve,

Se
ct

io
n. County. Parish. Area.

Government 
Gazette in which 
the description is 

published.
Folio.

About
a. r. P-

Ms. 80-21559 101 Murray...................... 40 i 0 30 Jan., 1886 776
„ 22445 260 103 Camden .................. 14 3 30 778

86- 2082 217 112 Northumberland...... Coongewai, fee............... 3,000 0 0 3 Feb., fi 863
,, 2040 101 Harden...................... 56 0 0

85-22450 8 112 Baradine & White ... Meninborough, &c........ 36 square miles 6 it if 927
a. r, p-

„ 25846 207a Northumberland,... . Wyonc .......................... 76 0 0 M it
„ 24432 216 do .......... 9,700 0 0 u
„ 24820 18 )t Pottinger.................. Brigalow and Goally..... 4,700 0 0 J> it M
„ 24325 174 J$t. Vincent.............. 6.550 0 0 jj
„ 22450 2 White ...................... 50 sonare miles

a. r. p.
„ 17530 264 101 Macquarie .............. 10 0 0 M
,, 24430 21 Dampicr .................. 28 0 0 928
,, 25543 11 Townsend.................. 160 1 0

12 do ................ 186 3 0
13 do ................. do ...................... 176 3 0 >> it 11
14 do .................. do ................. 171 3 0

„ 24663 173 Bligh.......................... 1,570 0 0
929„ 23439 12 Bland ...................... Tumbleton & Geraldra... ' 50 0 0 i r

,, 14176 7 Beresford.................. 8 0 0
;; 12820 17 Cowley...................... 8 0 0
„ 25544 H Gough ...................... Mount Mitchell .......... 8 0 0 u
„ 25545 10 8 0 0

Oce. 1948 8 Clive ^..................... Angoperran .................. 0 2 0
Ms, 86- 986 9 1,725 0 0
Oee. 85- 490 150 Roxburgh.................. Cullen Bullen ............. ' 20 0 0 930
Ma. „ 2335G 129 1 0 0

„ 21555 5 Bcnarha .................. Kamilaroi..... ................ 750 0 0 H
„ 11629 33 Clarence ................. Soutligate...................... 98 0 0 j

Ain. „ 161 206 21 0 0
Ms. „ 4571 221 7 2 30

,, 19318 222 do ................. Pomeroy .................. 8 0 0
Ain. 84- 4539 16 Wynyard ................. Mundarlo...................... 125 0 0 u it 931
Ms. 85-22194 30 1,280 0 0

,, 25218 6 ' 20 0 0
,, 8865 207 6 0 20
» 7878 23 Rous.......................... Ballina .......................... 10 3 8 J) it it
„ 16308 220 Argyle ...................... 7 2 6
„ 25105 2 Ewenmar................. Meryon .......................... 300 0 0 10 if ft 1013
„ 22097 10 Narromine .............. Triangi .......................... 136 0 0 13 JJ it 1071
,, 22097 11 do ... ........... do . .................... 324 0 0
„ 19470 31 Clarence .............. . Ulmarra.......................... 32 3 0
„ 20475 8 112 Townsend ............... North Deniliquin, &c.... 20,650 0 0 if it 1072

2)028 263 101 170 0 0 1073
,, 22097 6 Nurromine .............. Triangi.......................... 12 0 17
„ 19S81 19 Dampier ................. Moruya ....................... 26 2 0 if it i t

Ain. „ 2733 60 Bye .............................. 1 0 0
Ms. „ 19251 8 llardinge ................. Tienga. .. ....................... 270 0 0 f i it 1074
Oce. ,, 799 31 0 1 0 «

„ 1692 7 Clive . Tentcrfield .................. 5 2 28
,, 2116 2 50 0 0

Ms. ;; 24605 4 Murchison .............. Delungro, .......... ........... 10 0 0
., 23138 223 > King......................... Dalton ................... ..... 0 2 9 >> ?t f 1

290—
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366

No. of Papers. No, of 
Reserve.

Ms. 85-22097 7
IF > > 8
JJ If 9

88- 9S4 13
85-2353G 6
„ 20975 262
„ 211S7 205
„ 24122 5
ti ft 6
„ 20767 12
,i 5478 7
,> 15695 14
„ 22097 4
„ 24436 103
„ 17398 165
„ 19040 103
„ 20898 170
,, 23604 0
„ 21787 60
„ 22390 200

261
„ 2155S 5

86- 2622 20
JF 1) 21

Ain. 85- 2722 210
„ 1726 195
F» f > 198

199
„ 2722 203
J» J1 204
tr j f 215
jj tt 217

214
Ms. 86- 1535 20

Ain. 85- 2722 207
Ma. 86- 1542 4

Ain. 85- 2722 208
211
213

Me. 86- 1537 7
85-20328 34

Ain. „ 1726 192
JJ JJ 193
JJ JJ 196
„ 2722 209
J> J J 212
JJ JJ 216
JJ J1 218
l» JJ 219
JJ 31 205

208
Mb. „ 16510 175

Ain. „ 1726 191
JJ F» 200
„ 1674 173
» 1726 194

107
Ms. ,, 24695 39

JJ JJ 40
86- 1539 19

Ain. 85- 1726 201
Ms. 86- 1534 3

85-22991 3
„ 23430 266

80- 1534 4
85-16605 109
„ 23822 5 ext.

10
„ 12S91 8
„ 25543 11
JJ J1 12
JJ >J 13

14
86- 1394 18
85-23461 3
83-13084 1856 ext.

85-24034
2005 ext.

28
86- 1667 219
85-21516 37
„ 21687 13
JJ JJ 16
„ 20559 7

Occ. 30G3 4
Ms. „ 21716 10

„ 25216 1961 ext.
86- 2033 34
„ 1807 9

85-21696 265

C_o
u
i*

County. Parish, Area.
Government 

Gazette in which 
the description is 

published.
Folio

About
a. r. P'

101 Narromine .............. Triancra........................... i 8 13 Feb., 1886 1074
do .................. dofi ...................... 5 i 8
do ............... . do ..................... 5 i 22

Bland ...................... 4 2 0 1075
Courallie .................. Gordon .......................... 5 1 8
Camden. .................. 19 3 0
Durham .................. Bussell .......................... 388 0 0
Kennedy .................. G raddle & Willanbalang 460 0 0 JJ JJ u

do ..... ............ 200 0 0
Auckland.................. Maringo.......................... 108 0 0
Ashhnmhftm ........... Collett ..................... 10 3 8 1076
Hume ...................... 40 1 22

26 3 0
Georgiana.................. Jeremy ................... . 5 1 393
Wellington .............. 20 0 0

JJ JJ

Westmoreland ..... Thornshone ............ . 20 0 0
JJ JJ

St. Vincent............... 820 0 0
Goulbum ................. 2 2 23 1077

9 2 17
Brisbane .................. Killoe........................... 39 0 0

103
do .................. Killoe............................. 34 0 0

Courallie .................. 520 0 0 17 1167
101 Monteaglo .............. Bumbaldry .................. 106 0 0 jj j» 1163

do .................. 80 0 0
Argyle...................... 4 3 4 20 1262

do .................. 22 2 26 12G3
do ...... .......... do .................. . . 7 0 4
do .................. 12 0 0

JJ JJ

do .................. Mulwaree ................ 57 1 0
JJ F»

do .................. do .................. 68 3 0
do .................. do ...................... S3 0 0
do .................. do ................. 24 3 15
do ................. 2 0 19

Pottinger.................. 7 3 37
Argyle ...................... 21 0 0 1264
White ...................... 2 O 0
Argyle...................... 3 0 0

'do .................. do .................. , 5 1 9
do ................. 5 1 9

Bnckland.................. 8 0 0
Dampier .................. 600 0 0

JF Argjde..................... Upper Torlo.................. 5
4

0
1

0
13

jf r j 1265

do .................. do ...................... 2 1 2
do .................. 5 1 9
do .................. 2 0 19
do .................. 3 2 30
do .................. do . .................... 452 0 0
do .................. 226 3 0
do .................. do ...................... 45 2 0 1266
do dn .................. 208 0 0

St. Vincent.............. 64 0 0
Argyle.............. . .. 48 2 0

u jj

do ............ dn .. ............ 9 3 16
St. Vincent.............. 32 2 20
Argyle..................... 6 1 0

u ji
1267

do .................. do ...................... 2 1 35
109 Auckland.................. Meringo..... ................ 14 2 0 JF JJ JJ

do ......... ........ do ..................... 28 0 0
101 Pottinger............ 40 0 0

Argyle ...................... 14 2 0
1 J Culgoa.................. Barringuu...................... 2 0 0 J) JJ 51
FJ Ewenmar.................. Coradgerie .................. 60 0 0 1268

Camden .................. 43 0 0
Culgoa ..................... 10 0 0

JJ 1

Georgiana .............. 1 0 0
Townsend .............. 162 0 0 27;; ;; 1465

do .................. 200 0 0
Wallace .................. Wallerovc.......... ........... 8 0 0

»j >j n
Townsend .............. 160 1 0

jj >
1469

do ................... 186 3 0
do .................. do ...................... 176 3 0

FF JJ

do .................. do .............. . 171 3 0 9t
Monteagle .............. 20 0 0

FF J

109 Selwyn ................. . 150 0 0
11 J

101 Caira.................. .. 324 0 0 1470
do .................. do ..... ............ 410 0 0

Clarence .................. 230 0 0
JJ U

Murray...................... 6 1 35
JJ JJ

Auckland.................. Wolumla ...................... 1 0 0 6 March, ,, 1605
i J Gough ...................... Deepwater...................... 8 2 4 JF J1 JJ

do .................. 2 0 16
Sandon ...................... O r> 0 71
Young ...................... 4 2 0

jj n 77
112 Beresford.................. Woolumla A Bhijura.... 2,050 0 0 1606
JJ Solwyn...................... King, Beaumont, &c.. 13,000 0 0

101 Clarence .................. 8 0 0
Cooper ...................... 3 0 29

JJ Macquarie .............. Yarratt.......................... 4 0 0 FJ JF
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3

KOr of Papers, No of 
Reserve.

Se
ct

io
n.

 |

County. Parish. Area.
Government 

Gazette in which 
tho description is 

published.
Folio.

Ms, 85-22174 16 112 Pottinger.................. RflnclaboTr Aft.................

About, 
a. r. p. 

8,600 0 O 
12,000 0 0 
1,145 0 0

2 0 0

6 March, 1886
l» »

1607
„ 22173 
„ 24066

17
214 101 Northumberland......

Gill, Millie, &c..............
Milbrodale ..................

Oee. ,, 3062 13 Clive.......................... Ballandean ...... ...........
Ms. 86- 1671 20 109 Wynyard.......... ....... Hillae.............................. 189 0 0

C.S.85- 5432Cor. 22 101 1,280 0 0 
1,500 0 0 
7,000 0 0

Mb. 86- 1802 23 112 Bourke..... ................ 1608
It f» 24 >1 do .................. Cotteeand Coolamon....

85- 22004
86- 1896

17
1

101 Wynyard..................
Poole..........................

Euadera and Cakfat.....
do .

1,165 0 0 
1,492 0 0 

448 0 0

it II II
1 Tongowoko............. do .......

85-21516 38 Auctland.... .............. 7 0 0
„ 2295 11 Yartcowinna.............. Bray .............................. 0 2 0 1609

86- 2188 136 Cumberland............. TfftlRon ........................ . 3 0 15 io ", !! 1687
„ 3110 176 St. Vincent.............. Bherwerre...................... 140 0 O

85- 22292
86- 1503

268
269

»
it

Camden ........ .........
do ...................

Illaroo ...........................
Berrima..... ....................

22 0 0
6 10

ii >♦
>»

II
II

Sydney ; Thomag Richorde, GoTernmcnt Printer.—18S3.
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1885-G.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
liKSEKVRD mM SALE UNTIL SURVEYED FOR THE PRESERVATION OF WATER SUPPLY OR OTHER PUBLIC PURPOSES.)

flrfsmtel) tor parliament, pursuant to JUt 48 'Sic. £o. 18, errs. 101,103,100, an) 112.

ABSTEACT of Crown Lands reserved from sale until surveyed for the preservation of Water Supply 
48 Victoria No P1yrp°SeS’m accordanco witb tbo 103rd, 109th, and U2tli sections of the Act

No. of Pa]>ei No. of 
Reserve.

Ms, 86- 1393 9
„ 1540 11
„ 1540 10

85-22097 5
„ 24438 251

SG- 3810 26
5 7 1J 31
>> 1> 28

it 29
5J JT 23
11 J > 24

25
•1 >1 27
J » 1 J 22
f> )} 30
i ? ii 32
Ji yi 33

85- 178 oS
86- 1006 131
85-24520 25
86- 4232 1,914 oxt.
„ 2903 266
JJ JJ 268
JJ *J 269
,, 2702 11
„ 1670 254

85-24812 36
Sur. 85-4698C.S. 14

Ms. 86- 2903 270
85-25335 5
86- 1670 255
85-25333 7
„ 25158 9
„ 21127 4
„ 25239 45 ext.

86- 497 208
„ 1133 236
„ 2903 267

85-15708 267
86- 2903 271
85-22175 3
SG- 5271 10
„ 5572 18
JJ Ji 19
>7 JJ 20

84-23417 32
85-24577 10
„ 23343 15

SG- 2623 7
J1 jj 9
7J JJ | 10
JJ JJ 11
J 'J 12
Ji JJ 8
X J J 6

■102—

Count)-, Parish.
Government 

Gazette in which 
the description is 

published.

101

112
101

109
101

112
101

103 Clive .......................
do .........................
do ........................

Narromine .............
Bathurst ................
Dampier .................

do ..............
do .................
do .................
do ...............
do ................
do ................
do ..................
do .................
do ..................
do ..................
do ..................

Hunter......................
Cumberland..............
Bourke A Clarendon.
Baradine ..................
Macquarie ..............

do ..................
do ..................

Baradine .................
Bathurst ............
Auckland.........
Clive..................
Macquarie ........
Clarendon............
Bathurst.............
Forbes .................
Beresford ............
Gregory .............
Wellesley.............
Durham ..........
Gloucester .........
Macquarie .........
Camden .............
Macquarie .........
Darling.................
Forbes .................
Townsend............

do .............
do .............

Clarence .............
Gough .................
Narromine ..........
Gordon ................

do ..............
do ..............
do .............
do ..............
do ..............
do ..............

Jondol .....
Tenterfield

do
Triangi . ...
Oowra .....
Noorooma.. 

do .. 
do . 
do ..

Wagongo ..
Noorooma ... 

do ..
Wagonga ...
Noorooma ... 

do .. 
do ... 
do ...

About 
a.
0 
1 
1

r. p. 
3 0 
1 9 
3 36

184 0 0 
2 0 0

1 0 
2 33

Grono, CoJo, and Hawkesbury 
Gordon ..........................
Kinilibah and Maror....
Ulambie..........................
Lausdowne .................

do ..................

66 0 0 
10 0 0 

167 0 0 
20 0 21 
20 0 0 
24 2 31 

200 0 0 
3 1 10 
3 1 7 

17 0 0 
6,120 0 0 

38 0 0 
2,104 0 0 

040 0 0 
O 1 20 
0 2 5

do ..................... 0 1 4£
Cox ................... S 0 0
Oowra .............. 10 0 0
Meringo...................... 23 0 0
Timbarra .............. 10 O 0
Lausdowne .................. 1 0 244
Jewnee....................... 65 0 1
Cowra .............. 40 1 0
Cumbijoiva .................. 450 0 0
Colinton ................. 40 0 0
Marobone . 300 0 0
Tombong ............ 30 0 0
Dyrring........................... 2 0 0
Wang Wank.................. 50 0 0
Lansdowne .................. 0 1 2
Belandlo ................... 20 0 O
Lansdowne ...............  i 0 3 84
Dinawirindi .............. 3,200 O 0
Morongla ............. 12 0 0
Narrama ......................i 100 0 0

do ...................... 995 2 0
do ..................... 1,350 3 0

Calamia.................. , 112 0 0
Waterloo .............. ' 550 0 0

Burrawong 
do ,.
do ,,
do
do ..
do ..
do ..

2,500 O O 
6 0 31 
2 0 8 
0 2 11 
4 1 23 

31 0 0 
13 1 20 
17 1 O

20 Mar., 1886

23
24 
27

31

3 April, !88G

Folio.

1946
1947

1948
1950

JJ
1951

1952

1971
2031
2101

2102

2103

2104

2363

2488

2489
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2

No. of Papers.

]4s. S&- 77

„ 3'287 I
85- 1073G
86- 2703
85- 21326
86- 4124 
„ 2857

85- 23626
„ 71

86- 3726
84- 16658 
86- 2417
85- 23628 
„ 22194 
„ 25220

84- 12204 
„ 12721

86- 3073
85- 25220
86- 2037 
„ 3620

85- 20684 
„ 20980 
„ 24639

86- 2898

„ 1803
85- 22718 

Ain. SG- 504
„ 504

Ma. 85-24811 
Ain. 86- 504

I Ma. 3726 
„ 4828 
,, 4955 
„ 4828

83-10194
86- 4S2S

4961
4955
3903
4828

6023

0089
6420

85-18596 
Ain. 86- 450

Ms.
Ain.

3270 I 
450

Count).

101 Dudley

Clive ............
Ashburnhain ..
Harden.............

do ..........
Cooper ..............
Buckland..........
Darling..............
Fitzroy ..............
King ..................
Rous ..................
Gough ..............
Pottinger ..........
Auckland ..........
Blaxland ..........
Clarence ..........
Fitzroy .............
Blaxland ..........

do ......... .
Rous ..................
Mossgiel ........
Sandon .............
Westmoreland.
Gloucester........
Gipps...............

Hickey

Gibraltar ......................
Mogong........................
Coppabclla. .................
Mooney Mooney..........
Narrandera ..................
Telford ..........................
Belmorc..........................
Bardsley and Kremnos..
Gunning ......................
Brunswick ..................
Marowan ......................
Clift .............................
Colombo ......................
Mount Hope..................
Stuart ........................
Woogoolga ..................
Gunnagi, &c.................
Mount Hope..................
Cudgen .........................
Ivanhoe.........................
Metz ............................
Konangaroo, &c...........
Beryan, &c....................
Nerang, &c...............

51
227
228 
253 
175 
174

8
218
222
223 
240 
220 
221 
226
227
228 
229 
225 
219

9
210
224

Townsend.............
do . ...

101 Cook .....................
do .............

Auckland.............
Cook .....................

do .............
King .....................
Cumberland.........
Camden.................
Cumberland.........

do .............
Wellesley.............
Cumberland ....

do ............
do .........
do .............

Northumberland ..
Camden..............
Auckland .............
Cumberland ....

do ............
do .........
do ..j.......

Pottinger & Nandcw ar

Fitzroy .....
Argyle . . .

do . . 
Bathurst . ,
Bligh..........

do . . 
101 Beresford .. 

Gloucester . 
do
do ..
do ..
do . 
do ..
do . 
do
do . 
do ,.
do ..
do .

Blaxland . 
Gloucester., 

do ,,

Edgar................
Palmer . . . .
Strathdon........

do .......
Kameinka.......
Strathdon.......

do .. • .
Gunning ......
Manly Cove . . 
Berrima, &c.... 
Manly Cove ...

do ......
Wangclhc . . 
Manly Cove . . 

do . . - 
do ..
do ......

Wrung ....
Berrima..........
Brogo..............
Manly Cove ..

do ......
do .....
do .....

Digby, &c...

Moonec ..........
Collector .. .

do ......
Cowra .........
Puggoon . . .

do .....
Good Good ... 
Bullah Delab 

do ...
do ......
do ......
do . .
do ......
do ...
do ......
do ......
do . ... 
do . . .
do ... ■

Mount Hope. 
Bullah Delah 

do ....

.1
192 0 0 
84 1 0
0 3 17 

17 0 0 
25 0 0 
52 0 0

7 3 0 
20 2 20 
19 0 0

5,100 0 0
2 0 9
3 0 0 

03 3 0
1 0 5
2 1 25
3 0 0 
0 3 23

30 0 0
8 1 30 
2 0 18 

16 0 0 
17 0 0
2 0 11 
3 2 4 

05 square miles 
a. r. p. 

150 0 0 
115 0 0 
240 0 0 

0 1 17 
40 
40 

8 0 0

0 0 
0 0

1
28

6

2 0 
1 30 
3 0

260 0 0 
2 2 15

10

60
1
4
■2

1 20 
2 0 19 
2 2 6 
1 0 0 

2 0 
3 32 
0 0 
0 0 
1 8 
2 26

10

Aren,
Government 

Gnzettc in which 
tho description is 

published.

About
7 square miles 3 April, 1886

a. r. p-
1,280 0 0 '*

20 0 0 11
8 0 27 >> 1?
8 0 0 TS 1>

4,910 0 0 M 1 »
25 0 0 ,, , ,

150 0 0
256 0 0 I-* J)

15 1 21 11 ti
70 3 0 it >»

150 0 0 13 11
610 0 0 1? >>

1,280 0 0 3 : »1
100 0 0

1,425 0 0 >1 3 1
702 0 0 3 J 1 »

1,557 0 0 1» >1
35 0 0 M 3 t
30 0 0 '1 If

2 0 19
8 0 0

20 0 0
33,400 0 0 M >1

1,560 0 0 13 3 1

Folio.

2490

2491

2492

2493

2494

2495

2496

2497

2573

2574

2046

2649
2653

2654

2655

[3d.I
Sirtnej1: Thomas Kichnnl?, Govern in cut Printer.--ISSl!



1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
OtUSEllVED FHOM SAf.F. UX'fSL StiRVEir.D FOR THK PKBSEllVATTOX OF WATER SBPPr.Y, &f, USHER 48 VIC. SO. iS)

Jlrescuifi to J^urliomcnt, pamiant io Jlri 48 <0ic. ^lo. 18, srrs. 101,103,100, anil 112.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands reserved from sale until surveyed, for the preservation of Water Supply, or 
other public purposes, in accordance with the 101st, 103rd, 109th, and 112th sections of the A et 
43 Victoria No. 18.

No. of l*u[>ez¥. No of 
Reserve. County. Parwli. Area

Government 
Gazette in which 
the description is 

published.

About.

31s. Sli- 8301 16 101 Narromine ............. Gundong ................... 320
I. p.
0 0 1? April, 1886 2854

„ 5330 18 109 Ctive.......................... Glen Lyon...................... 45 0' 0 >1 tJ
19 • 280 0 0' J M
20 Clifton .....  ............. 350 0 0> »
21 150 0 0n ! i
22 ” .......................... '' 230 0 0 l5

'1 ! J 25 ■' 100 0 0
0002 17 101 6 2 6 2355

85-20911 20 Carval .......................... 10 0 0
84-15134 71 8 0 0
SB- 4041 r> IS 0 0
85-19558 0 8 0 0
80- 6006 241 Gloucester .............. Tuncmry ...................... 1 0 0 } J i M

Occ. „ 370 12 f) 0 0
Ms. 0597 17 Clive ...... ............ Tenter6el<l ................. 0 3 20

" 4124 10 4,910 0 0 2850
85-12486 18 ' 7 0 20
86- 1042 31 Ashbumham .......... Wanera........................... 40 0 0 if i 3 I

4 100 3 0 Jr
86- 4206 46a Wellington .............. Cooper .......................... 100 0 0 1 > >1

Occ. „ 370 11 ■ > Cooper ...................... Narrandera .................. 41 0 0 }> > 31
C.S.85- 5920Sur. IS Gough ..... ........... Eden ............................. 40 0 0 2857

3Ts. 85-21512 2
..

Memndie.................. Ferry.............................. 3,550 0 0 J J t*
„ 23309 4 Clyde ...................... Oariiula.......................... 2 0 0 u

SO- 1901 6 Mitchell . ........... Tootool .......................... 860 0 0
3289 67 230 0 0

.. 4776 35 Dampicr .................. Bodalla ......................... 16 2 0 it tt f
,, 4295 14 Bland ...................... w alladilly..................... 3 0 0 11 1 2853

Ls. ,, 58 28 225 0 0 21 „ 2927
Ms. 6030 22 103 Monteagle .............. Illunie .......................... 1 3 0 22 „ ,, 2961

1516 130 Cumberland.............. Field of Mars .............. 2 0 16 2964
" 4100 5 ion Arrawatta ............. Byron.............................. 350 0 0 1 May ii 3110

85-25198 4 273 0 0
86- 1787 10 Wallace .................. Nungar and Cabramnrra' 657 0 0 i 7 t

1786 11 Beloka .......................... 12 0 0 i i J J
7459 4 101 Arrawatta, .............. Swamp Oak ................. 8 0 0 it 1

„ 7404 ft Hardinge.................. Darby.............................. 8 0 0 ti J 9 t3
85-22841 Wallace .................. 12 0 0

17883 286 Brisbane .................. Tyrone .......................... 14 0 38 f i 3 i t
„ 23395 68 Rous.......................... 28 0 0 3111

21409 69 »i ...................... . Murwillumbah.............. 9 0 35 11
„ 17883 287 Tyrone .......................... O 3 27

293 0 1 39 3 1 F
294 12 0 23 3
295 14 2 39

86- 6607 220 Murray... ............ .. ICcewong ......... . . 0 2 0
„ 7492 177 175 0 0

95-20563 22 5? Wynyard.................. Umbango ...................... 5 3 0 11 it 3112
,, 17883 288 1 2 39

289 1 3 33
290 1 3 33 > * 3 J
291 1 3 33

86- 6152 7
u

Bcnarba .................
„ ..........................

1 0 0
S5-17S83 292 Brisbane ............... 4 1 30
„ 21329 21 M Wynyard.................. South Wagga Wagga ... 0 0 384 J 1 tt

Folio.

400—
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i

So. of PajMSiv N* of 
Rcscttc.

Se
ct

io
n. County.

Ma. S5-15013 61 101 Cowper...................
86- 2629 36

112
Dampier ..................

85-24821 6 Benarba ..................

80- 803 7 Kennedy ..................
85-24821 4 Stapylton............... r.
„ 22587 297 101 Brisbane ..................
86- 1557 7 llaleigh......................
85-23977 4 Wellesley..................
„ 20104 43 Auckland..................
„ 17883 296 Brisbane ..................

86- 7023 5 Drana ......................
„ 7602 44

112
Auckland.................

„ 74S7 201 ext. Durham ..................

ParMi. Area..
Government 

Gazette in which 
the description is 

published.

Bourke ................

About.
a. r. p.
2 0 0 1 May, 1886

Bodalla, .......................... 31 3 20
Bundoori, Newcastle, 19,300 0 0
Kunopia, Tyrrell, and 
Boronga.

Carolina ...................... 1,200 0 0
Paleraug and Willimill. 3,000 0 0
Wentworth ................. 10 0 0
South Bellenger .......... 1 I 0
Bombala .................. 5 0 0
Camielo......................... 14 1 26
Tyrone ......................... 10 2 38
Wood.............................. 1 0 32
C&ndelo......................... 1 1 IS 8 „
Boonabilla..................... 42 0 0 7» !»

Sj daej'* Thomas Richards CovemweTit Wnt-cr.—ISSti
[3rf.]



1885-6

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROW LANDS.
(RESERVED FROM SARK UNTIL SURVEYED FOR THE PRESERVATION OF WATER SUPPLY, fir-, UNDER 48 VIC. NO. 180

13rc3tntel> ixr parliament, pursuant ter ^ct 48 ‘pie. ^Icr, IS, sees. 101,103,109, ani 112.

ABSTEACT of Crown Lands reserved from sale until surveyed, for the preservation of Water Supply, or 
other public purposes, in accordance with the 101st, 103rd, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 
48 Victoria No. 18-

\
No. of Tapers

j No of 

Reserve.
1

do
uVGO

County. Parish. Area,
Government 

Gazette in vihich 
the description is 

published.
Folio.

| About.
a. r. p.

Ms. 86- 0495 0 10) Irrara ..................... 30 O 33 15 May, 1886. 3464
„ 0068 298 Brisbane ................. 5 0 0
„ 5974 248 tl Macquarie .............. Harrington ................. 40 0 0 3465
,, 6592 13 Irrara ...................... Mucruas...................... 323 0 0
„ 5246 12 Finch ...................... 1,666 0 0

Ala. „ 082 214 n Murray...................... 0 0 23
u tr 215 do" .............. 1 0 17

Mg. ,, 4805 70 Rous.......................... Ballina .......................... 3 0 27
„ 8341 3 Buller .................... 353 3 0

Ain, CS2 218 it Murray...................... Qucanbcyan................. 13 2 37 3466
216 do .................. do . . 2 3 19
217 ** do ...................... do .................. 8 2 28

Ms. 2403 23 Richmond ........ .. 120 0 0
85-21699 8 Canbelego .............. 1,500 0 0 19 .. .. 3521
SO- 9146 12 Yancowinna .......... Victoria.......................... '960 0 O
„ 8896 4 Stapylton.................. 3 840 O 0 3522
;; 4063 225 112 Argyle ...................... 7,000 0 0 22 , 3648
„ 6714 4 Bullet ..................... 6,700 0 0
„ 3975 16 Finch ...................... Kukulla............. 1,200 0 0 3649
„ 299 6 Selwyn...................... Glenken ..................... 2,700 n 0

85-18553 168 Wellington ............. fuo n o
86- 8744 11 101 Buckland.................. 11 0 0
„ 5984 109 7 2 94
" 8726 14 Gordon...................... Buckinhah.............. 4 0 0

71 77 7 7

15 do ...................... do ..................... 4 0 33
„ 4236 118 i n o
„ 8726 13 Gordon...................... Buekinbah................. 5 0 0

77 51

„ 6150 226 Argyle ...................... Boro ........................... 8 0 0 3650
,, 1726 16 Baradine .................. 5-0 0
„ 6151 6 Darling .................... Tiabundie.................. 8 0 0

7\ \7 ! 1
1 Kilfera .................... 8 0 0 1 *

” 8745 19 Monteagle .............. Bumbaldry ...... 10 0 0
15

„ 7007 179 St, Vincent.............. 10 0 0
85-24810 41 Auckland ................ 10 0 13

J t
86- 8726 19 Gordon...................... Lootnbah .................. 90 0 0
„ 8758 15 Sandon ...................... 41 3 n } t
;; 7095 17 11 Wallace ................. Coonhoonbulla............. 8 2 0

it T7 if
„ 8746 17 Lincoln...................... Bruah.............................. 255 0 0 3051
,, 8759 7 Clarindon.................. 300 0 0 5
„ 8726 16 Gordon...................... Buekinbah.................... 10 2 10

ii
17 do ...................... ru i n

11
„ 3108 7 Monteagle .............. 30 0 0
„ 6362 209 Durham .................. Hcrschell .................. 1 90 0 0
„ 8726 18 Gordon...................... Buekinbah...................... 16 0 0
„ 5453 1322 ext. Bland ...................... Back Creek .................. 197 1 12 3652
„ 8726 21 Gordon..... ................ 360 n o

85-12280 7 109 Canbelego.................. 143 0 0
ft it It

„ 18834 166 101 Wellington .............. n i so
77 JI f t

86- 8726 20
109

Gordon..................... Loombah ...................... 6 0 0
„ 3881 9 Sandon ...................... 23 0 0 **
„ 7002 149 101 Cumberland.............. Broken Bay .................. 3 1 20 3653
„ 2965 180 St. Vincent.............. 10 0 0
„ 5009 99 ext. 1)2 do .............. 80 0 0

77 ft JJ
„ 1941 223 1011 Cook.......................... 13,900 0 0

it
„ 8949 19

103
Gough ...................... 43 2 0 2fi . ..

,, 6595 16 Clive.......................... 1 3 ft 9Q
;; S5ii 7 101 Darling...................... G40 0 0 9.9 3758
„ 9460 39 Dampier .................. 55 0 0
„ 102S7 12 Buckland............. Borambil ...................... 960 0 0 2 June ,, 3797
„ 10452 26 ) * Raleigh...................... Nambucca...................... 52 0 0 a if 55

[3d-] ses—
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1886-6,

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(RflSiniVKD FRO)! SALE UNTIL SURVEYED I’OR THE PRESERVATION OF WATER SUPPLY OH OTHER PURL1C PURPOSES, 

' UNDER 48 VIC, NO. 18),

Jptfsenttb to fjarliuincnt, putouant to Jtd 48 ^@ic, ^to, 18, stcs. 101,103,100, ant) 112.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands reserved from sale until surveyed for the preservation of Water Supply, 
or other public purposes, in accordance with the 101st, 103rd, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 
48 Victoria Wo. 18.

)f Papers, No. of 
Reserve.

Se
ct

io
n. County. Parifb, Area.

Government 
Gazette in which 
the description la 

published.
Folio.

86- 2935
85- 25142
86- 6140

8
10

169
170

701 ext. 
23
72

109 Booroo, Winslow, &c... 
Kunopia & Newcastle..,

a.
950

r. p.
0 0 5 June, 1886 3922

>J do ............... 1,060
340

0 0
0 0

Jt ll II
JtU 1,320 0 0 f J JIii

„ 130
85- 9270
86- 4786
„ 745
„ 1082 
„ 5876 
„ 7335

166 0 0 tl 1IJ
101 30 0 36 II

Terranora................. 2 3 17 Jf ll
242
243
210

9
105

4 3 0 3923
do .......... . 2 0 0 tlJt S 0 0 IJ tl

2 0 19 tr H il
do ....... ......... 3 0 29 PI tt tttt„ 8432 

„ 6049 
„ 4930 
„ 6320 
„ 7335

White ........ 1 0 274 tt II
34

256
186

40 0 0 ll
300 0 0 M II IIJJ Bald Hill &c............... 720 0 0 r> tl II

Mucruas..................... 2 0 0 u 3924
7 2 0 0 >> If nJi n

„ 10171 
„ 2018 
„ 7335

36
74
12
11

1
32
37
11

8g

JJ 30 0 0 n II • tJJ Boorabie .................. 825 0 0 J» ii
12 0 16 1J il
12 0 16 il tt it1 )t„ 1335

85- 23592
86- 7096 
85-23591
„ 22273 
„ 22272

rj Congi ft Scott ........... 200 0 0 Ii ll 3925
420 0 0ti 18 0 0 )) it 11ij Goonigal & Binda ..... 240 0 0 j i i J ti

Coradgery &c............. 300 0 0 If II
640 0 0 It It li

10
1101 ext. 
3216 ext. 

8
221g

ti do ........ Weridgery & Limestone 
Ashby, Richmond, &c...

340 0 0 it tJ tl
„ 1524 
„ 1370 
„ 7335 
„ 5272 
„ 2935

85- 22274
86- 19 
86- 9827 
„ 10244

112 14,468 0 0 i > Jf IJ
100 0 0 Ii it ft

101 Mucruss..................... 5 1 s ti it 3926
O-undaroo.................. 4 2 8 It it IIt109

101
500 0 0 ll II

33
38

202 0 0 II
28 0 0 IJ tt

112 ext. 
11
12

151
19

9
10
12
15
19

9
16
18
19
20

240

J» 66 0 0 12 „ JI 4049>1 460 0 0 It f i 11} 350 0 0 11 Itn a„ 3825 
„ 9136 
„ 10931

J Field of Mars ...... . 0 1 10 IJ II It
300 0 0 19 „ It 4181

5 1 8 PJ ti 4182M do ...................... 5 1 8 If U tttt »» J J do ........ ............. 5 1 8 tl Itit )>
„ 10935

ti Berawinnia ................. 5 1 3 11 jr It
do ..................... 5 1 3 j) tttr » ^

„ 10928
fl Nambucca.*..,...... ....... 31 0 0 JJ it tl

do ...................... 7 0 0 JJ jt It>1 tt it 1 2 33 f 1 it tt» JI ti 1 0 0 Jj IIm n do ..................... 1 2 39 JJ tl IIJJ M
„ 5918

tt 3 2 0 It Jt 4183tt (

Occ.
Mi.

648-
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2

No, of 
Reserve.

Government
|
CJ

County. Rnrish. Aj*ca. Gazette in which 
the description is Polio,

02 published.

6 101 Barrona ................. Gnoinlmlta........... 54
r. p. 
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
1 30
1 24

19 June, 1886 41837 do ..............
8 do ................. do .............. 18

750
53
40
10

4

JI JJ jr
5 Burnett..................... Gonrnhil ...... tt JI Jj

14 Irrara ..................... Jt JJ jj
10 H Jtaleieh................... N ambiineft....... tt 1> it
12 do ................. do ................... Jt JJ tt
14 do ................. do ..................... tt JJ it
21 Irrara ..................... Bernwimiia ...... 0

5
9 0 tJ JJ

41842 >> Barrona ................. G oombalie..................... 1 8
tt JJ

3 do ................. do ..... ............ 5 1 8
0 0
0 19
0 29
0 0
0 0
0 30
1 8
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
2 0

JJ
52 Fitzroy..................... s it JJ JJ
16 Irrara ..................... 2 It JJ JJ
17 do .................. do ............. 3 11 li f J

375 ext 109 Gough ...................... 03
it JJ II

IS Wallace .................. 640
33

5
53

7

tt >> JJ
1 101 Barrona .................. JJ )J

4185It do .................. do ..... ti il
22 Irrara ...................... tl JJ JJ
11 Kaleigh..................... i) JJ *
13 dob .................. do ...... 33

16
15
0

li JJ JJ
17 do ......... . do ............. Jt JI JJ
4 Barrona .................. tt JI JI

20 Irrara ................... Berawinnia ................. It JI
418615 Kaleigh ..................... 3

410
0 0
0 0

It 1!
4 Mouramha ............. Priory Plains Ac............ it JJ JJ
5 do ................. Evans & Knoy 17

107
0

10
5

9 n tt JJ JJ
4 109 Selwyn...................... Tooma & Greg Greg 2 0

0 0
0 0
2 23
0 0
3 30
0 0
0 0
3 38
3 19
0 0
2 0
3 0

it U J J
18 101 Irrara ...................... tt I J JJ
76 Bona.......................... tt JJ IJ

5 Barrona ................. Goombalie.................. it JI II
75 Bous.......................... o Ji JJ

150 H Cumberland.............. Holsworthv .... . 1 >J JJ II
223 Cook......................... 13,900

o
IJ JI JJ

142a Cumberland.............. Manly Cove . . II
22 „
26 „

JJ
4208
4301
4307

219 103 Northumberland...... McUidolonrr .... 0
1

24

JJ
218 do .................. Gosford......... J»

7 Courallie .................. Moree ...................... ll JJ
3 101 Nicholson.................. 21 n JJ ■±ouy

4312169 Philhp ...................... 7 jj I)
132 Cumberland............. Sutherland .............. 259

4)2
152

0 0
0 0
1 15
0 26
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0

jj JJ 43’i3
133 do .................. do ... i> JJ
134 do .................. do ...................... jj JJ IJ
135 do .................. do ...... G

10

jj II IJ
13 Nicholson.................. Honuna........................ 13 IJ JI
14 do .................. 10

10
152

IJ IJ JJ
23 do .................. do __ J J ti II
4 do ......... ........ do .................... U tt IJ

18 do .................. 183
8,640

870
5,100

JJ JJ SI
43144 109 ^lanara..................... Goondoola, Clare, &c.,., 

Wentworth..............
JJ tt

17 Narromine .............. J] It JJ
IS 3) do ................. Frost & Myall Camp ... U tl II
19 do .................. 2,000

330
0 0
0 0

* * n
20 it do .................. Gradell & Myall Camp JJ J1 IJ
21 10J do .................. 740

1
3

0 0
3 II
1 9
1 9
1 9
1 9
1 9
0 0
1 15
2 0
2 0
2 0
0 0
0 0
1 0
0 0
0 0
3 0
0 0
0 0
2 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
1 0

43*15
73 Rous.......................... J J IJ

7 n Nicholson ................. Honuna...... JJ J* JJ
8 do .................. do .................. f, ll tt JJ
9 i4 do .................. do ... 5 J) li IJ

10 do .................. do ........... 3 >J a JI
11 do '............... do ...

250
4

JJ it Jt
5 Murchison .............. Binawa ... IJ jj >1

270 Bathurst .................. Wall!.................... tt ji
43165 Nicholson.................. 1 JJ i>

6 do .................. 1
231

10
16
34
2

JI jj IJ
12 do .................. do . t> jj JI
15 do .................. do .......... it j j IJ
16 do .................. JJ j> II
17 do .................. do JJ jj II
2 do .................. do ............ JJ jj JJ

22 Hume ...................... 9 JJ jj n
19 Nicholson.................. 44

10
1,130

139
2

J J ji ji
431713 Buccleuch .............. Nananprove ... J» jj

22 Nicholson.................. JJ jj JJ
20 do .................. J i j Jt
21 do .................. J JJ JI
16 Golbum .................. Jindora................... 5 JJ II Jj

273 Camden .................. 000
7

>J JI JJ
272 J) do .................. JI JI JJ

J J JJ

No. of Papers.

Ms. 86-10)31

,, 2750 
„ 10935 
„ 1002S 
„ 10928
II II
„ 10935 
„ 10931
II II
„ 1561 
„ 10935

”, 3286 
„ 1783 
„ 7331 
„ 10931 
„ 10935 
„ 10928

„ 10931 
„ 10935 
„ 10928 
„ 10930
» H

85- 20551
86- 10935 
„ 8453 
„ 10931 
„ 2393 
„ 7563 
„ 1941 
„ 9766 
„ 5631
>1 tl
„ 8348 
„ 8352 

786 
„ 6758

8352

85- 24S07
86- 9443

5591
8331
8352

„ 4579
85- 6756
86- 8352

9464
8352
8350
8352

„ 9467
85- 14734
86- 8969

im
Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Vrinfcer —18S0.
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(RESERVED FROM SALE UNTIL SURVEYED FOR THE PRESERVATION OF WATER SUPPLY, OR 

OTHER PUBLIC PURPOSES, UNDER 48 VICTORIA NO. 18.)

ttr flatliamcnt, pm&mint to JUt 48 IRc. Jin. 18, sets. 101,109, aub 112,

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands reserved from sale until surveyed, for the preservation of Water Supply, or 
other public purposes, in accordance with the 101st, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 48 Victoria, 
No. 18.

Ms.

t Papers. No. of 
Rcecrve.

c0 'S3
1

County.

86- 8629 22 101 Townsend ..................
23 do ..................
24 do ..................

„ 10402 1892 109 Sandon .......................
„ 11529 1864 101 Argyle.......................
.. .. 1865 ' J f do ..................

1866 3* do ..................
.. 1867 it do ..................

„ 12075 1866 Bathurst.....................
1869 ti do ..................

„ 11529 1870 33 Argyle..........................
1871 3 t do .................. i

„ 12075 1872 Bathurst......................
„ 3262 1873 Clarence ......................
„ 5267 1894 Ashbumha-m.............
„ 7344 1879 33 Brisbane .....................
„ 9951 1880 11 Gowen..........................
„ 9922 1881 3 i Gregory.....................
„ 5460 1882 ii Phifiip........................
„ 9331 1883 jj Raleigh ......................
„ 12075 1884 Bathurst.. ..................
„ 10012 1885 Blaxland.......................
„ 12071 1886 Clyde ..........................
„ 1749 1895 Caira...........................
„ 11529 1874 >3 Argyle.........................

1875 do ..................
„ 12075 1876 Bathurst.....................

1877 33 do ..................
1878 3 do ........ *.........

„ 9923 1893 ft Gregory ......................
„ 11529 1896 > Argyle........................
„ 12075 1887 Bathurst.....................

1888 do ..................
1889 do .................
1897 do ..................

„ 10809 1908 St. Vincent................
1909 do ..................
1910 do ...............
1911 do ..................

„ 11571 1912 Cumberland................
„ 11529 1S9S Argyle.........................
„ 12075 1899 Bathurst.....................
„ 5878 1900 1 > Phillip.........................
„ 11529 1890 Argyle.........................

85-22205 1891 Ashbumham.........
86- 183 1906 Bourke........................
„ 11694 1901 Killara ......................
„ 10709 1966 112 1 Cook ...........................

85-17221 1967 lOf St. Vincent................
86-10911 1968 101 Dampier......................
„ 12563 1976 Cumberland................

1975 do ..................
137 do ..................

99 tJ 1974 ft do ..................

Pariah.

Narrama ..........
do ...........
do ..........

Butler &c...........
Mullengullcnga

do
do
do

Area.

a.
100
995

1,350
570

84
40

r. p. 
0 0 
2 0 
3 0 
0 0 
2 0

5 1 9

Government 
Gazette in which 
the description is 

published.

29 June, 1886

3 July,

JNeviJLe.........................
do ..........................

O 1 ^
18 1 24

Jt >4
Jt it

it
33

Mullengullcnga ......... 2 0 0 4 J J 3 3 St
do .......... 3 1 9 i J >J 33

Neville.......................... 3 1 9 J # J) 3 3
Ashby ...................... 8 0 0 3 1 St J 3
Milpose ...................... 56 0 0 Jt 33 4462
Mackenzie .................. 34 0 0 It tt ) 3
Tarambijal ................. 570 0 0 13 33 tt
Neinby.......................... 130 0 0 >t It ii
Hawkins ...................... 2 0 0 31 it 3 3
Newry .......................... 2 0 0 3 1 SI 3 t
Neville.......................... 19 1 4 tt It IS

, Euabalong ................. 2 2 0 It t) 3J
Carinda......................... 40 0 0 It
Balranald...................... 0 1 0 tt It 4463
Mullcngullenga .......... 5 1 9 tt 13 3

do .......... 5 i 9 33 it 3
Neville.......................... 5 1 8 Jt 33 tt

! do .......................... 5 1 9 tt tt tt
do ......................... 5 1 9 tt Jt 33

Bokamorc & Neinby ... 560 0 0 I J tJ It
Mullengullenga .......... 41 1 0 tt It tt
Neville.......................... 4 1 3 4464;

do ......................... 17 . 3 17 r„
do .......................... 29 0 0 Jt tt St
do ......................... l 0 0 tt tt lit

Wandawandrian ....... 125 0 0 33 3 3
Bherwerre .................. 230 0 0 3J JJ tf.

do .................. 180 0 0 tl tt '
Wandawandrian.......... 110 0 11
Heathcote .................. 490 0 0 33 13 Jt
Mullengullcnga ......... 91 2 0 tJ 13 4465
Neville......................... 4 0 15 tt 33 33
Gulgong ...................... 29 2 0 '3 tJ 31
Mullengullcnga .......... 105 3 0 II 3 3 It
Collett .......................... 10 2 0 It It tt
Mutlnil......................... 18 0 0 33
Killara......................... 5 0 0 33 13 4466
Strathdon &e................. 4,600 0 0 10 „ 4650
Oudmirrah .................. 600 0 0 5 J 33 Jt
Mumtbriiie...... ........... 2 0 0 Jt Jt
Manly Cove ................. 5 3 0 tt Jt ii

do ..................
do ..................

- 5 1 15
17 0 0

J 3 tt a
3 t

do .................. 11 3 0 33 it 4657

Folio.

4353

4460
4461

788—
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2

No. of 
Reserve.

Government
No. ol Papers.

c0 County. Parish. Area.
Gazette m which ! - 
the description is J?0,l0‘

8
32

published. |

Ms. 8G-125G3
fi tl
„ 884
„ 101G6 
„ 1322S
t> JJ 
f !■ »l
„ 1131G
JJ >»
„ 3399

85- 23G38
86- 2596 
85- 1536 
SG- GS66

„ 9886 
„ 10019 
„ G294 
,, 6302 
■,t 1305
„ 10770 

C.S. 86-1534 Cor. 
Ms. SG- 7116 

„ 6894 
„ 6892 

6893 
„ 6890 
„ 6891

Ain. „ 1079
t 1 n

Ms. 85- 5750 
Occ. 86- 1315 

„ 3013 
Ms. „ 11387 

6929 
„ 10312 
„ 10014 

S5-235SS 
86- 7008 
S5-17495 
SG- 6309 
„ 7306 
„ 2596 
„ 8868 
„ 10118 
„ 12986 
„ 1079 

5940 
C.S. 85-22050 Dep 

Ms. 86-10560

Ain,
Ms.

139
147

1969
1970
1077
1078
1979
2007
2008 
2002
2003
2004
1980 
IDSL 
1982 
,1983
1984
1985

101 Cumberland
do .....

Gowen .........
Wynyard .. 
Kichmond . 

do .. , 
do ....

Coofc ........
do ....

Hume .........
do ... . 

Roxburgh ...
ISlzroy .........
Gordon ........

do .....
Gregory .. .. 
Leichhardt . 
Lincoln .......

1987 Rous ........................
1988 Townsend.................. Booroorban ..................
1989

109
Wellesley ................ Grenville ......................

2009 Dudley......................
1990 Evelyn.....................
1091 Poole........................
1092 Poole & Evelyn........
1993 Tongowoko .........
1994 1 antara &c................

2005 101 Tongowoko ............
2006 fTo .................. do ^ ......................
1995 Bland ......................
1996 Clive ..... ...................
1997 Gloucester................
1998 Yauda .....................
2012
2013 Bligh .......................
2014 Sturt .........................
2015
1999 112 Argyle .....................
2000 Auckland .................
2001 Lileoln .....................
2016 101 Clarence ..................
2017 Roxburgh ...............
2010 109
2011 101 Ewenmar..................
2021 Denison ..................
2018 Tongowoko ............
2019 Roxburgh ................
2020 St. Vincent ............
2022 JJ Ashbumham .......... Bow'an &c.......................

Manly Cove ...
do ..

Eringanerin ... 
Tarrabandra, ... 
Evans & Esk ... 
Donaldson &c. 
Tabbimoblc ...
Strathdon ......

do .....
Sherwyn..........
Walla Walla ...
Hearne ..........
Tyringham......
Tcrrabella ......

do ......
Stanhope &c.... 
Yarragowa.. . 
Dunedoo..........

a r. 
19 0

P
0 

0 11 
0 0 
2 0

2 
2 

13
640 0 0 
360 0 0 

50 0 0 
90 0 0 
95 0 0 

770 0 0 
640 0 0 

32 0 0 
040 0 0 
520 0 0 
230 0 0 

2,050 0 0 
100 0 0 
360 0 0 

1,300 0 0 
331 0 0 
376 0 0 
160 0 0 
68 0 0 

60 square miles 
50 „ „
30 ,, ,,
0 ij jj

S5 „ „
a.
o

r. p. 
0 0 

0 1 0 
100 0 0 

5 0 0
5 0 0 

10 0 0
6 0 0 

32 0 0
860 0 0 

3 2 20 
4,400 0 0 
6,000 0 0 

370 0 0 
40 0 0 
80 0 0 

625 0 0 
20 0 0 

191 0 0
0 1 124

0 10 
0 0

207 0 0

10 July, 1886
jj jj
jj jj
jj jj

14 .. „
jj jj
jj jj

17 „ „

4657

4709

4767

4768

4769

4770

4771

4772

4773

Sydney: Thomas Richards, GovernmentPrinlor.—ISSB.



1885-6,

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(RESERVED FROM SALE UNTIL SURVEYED FOR THE PRESERVATION OF WATER SUPPLY, OR 

OTHER PUBLIC PURPOSES, UNDER 48 VICTORIA NO. 18.)

SrtMttteb to Sparliitmmt, pursuant to JLci 48 ^ir. |to. 18, sees. tOt, 103,100, smb 112,

ABSTRACT of Crown Lauda reserved from sale until surveyed, for the preservation of Water Supply, or 
other public purposes, in accordance with the 101st, ]03rd, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 48 
Victoria, No. 18.

C
No of Papers. No. of 

Reserve,
p
OV County Parish,

Ms. 86-13466 20+5 101 Kaleigh .. ................ .

1

„ 13404 2038 BeresTovd ................. Gladstone......................
2039 do ..................
2040 do ..................

Ain, „ 641 2043 Gloucester.................
Ms. ,, J3455 2044 109 Hume..........................

„ 13472 2046 101 Young.........................
,, 13404 2035 Beresford ..................

2036 do ..................
71 tl 2037 do .................. do .......... ........

2059 do ..................
17 17 2060 tJ do .................. do ..................
JI t J 2061 do ................ do ...................

2041 do .................. do ...........
71 71
„ 11320

2042 do .................
2057 Northumberland .. . Cowan .........................

„ 9497 1965 Camden ......................
„ 11322 2058 112 Dampier......................
„ 11647 2053 101 Westmoreland .........

2054 do ..................
„ 13404 2002 Beresford ..................

2063 do ..................
2064 - do .................. do ..................
2065 do ..................

„ 8759 2034 Clarendon ..................
,, 5015 2069 103 do .................. North Gundagai..........

Ain. „ 1086 2073 101 Gough .........................
„ 1488 2074 Westmoreland ..........

2076 do ..................
Ms. ,, 1560 2075 Arrawatta.................. Arthur’s Seat ..............

„ 11168 2071 Liucoln ......................
„ 2431 2078 Georgeana .................

Ms. 84-21122 2072 Jamison......................
Ain. 86- 10SG 2077 Gough .......................
Ms. „ 5767 2079 Ashhurnham ..............

,, 11776 2083 Murray ......................
„ 9494 2080 Arrawatta.................. Ashford .....................
„ 9947 2081 Gowen..........................
,, 10565 2082 Sandon .......................
„ 8792 2070 li2 K ing ..........................
„ 14059 2066 Cumberland................ South rjnlah A-.e.

„ 13539 2150 101 Harden .....................
„ 12372 2122 112 Bcnarba Ac.................. Bundora &e .................
„ 1650! 2123 Clarence ......................
„ 13215 2124 7l Pottinger ................. Bometa .......................
,, JOjKU 2125 Townsend &c..............
„ 127SO 2156 101 Y oung ............. Netalbe Ac....................
„ 10109 2087 Ewenmar .................. Colli .............................
,, 10094 2038 do ..................
„ 10124 2089 do ..................
„ 1C095 2090 do .................
77 7 1 2091 1 J do ................... do^ ..................

AretL
CiOvenmicnt Gazette in uliiuh the de'icription ig published.

Folio.

a. r. p.
i 3 6
7 2 15
2 1 29
0 o 11
1 2 0

200 0 0
40 0 0

8 1 27
5 2 19
5 0 0
3 3 25
1 1 18
O 1 21
2 3 12
2 3 23

1,400 0 0
0 2 0

87 0 0
33 0 0
46 0 0
13 2 0
12 2 14

5 0 29
2 0 9
l 2 25
0 0 12
2 2 0
5 O 0
3 0 0
8 0 0

50 0 0
40 0 0

260 0 0
94 0 0

1,140 0 0
200 0 0
790 0 0
90 0 0

250 0 0
1,200 0 0
square mi les.

24 July, 1SS6
it Jt
J> >J
>t ti
t) Jt
»J jj
J> JI
ti it
tJ JJ
iJ »>
?» Ji

49SO
408:1

49S4

J J

it M *1
,, ,, 4DS5

>1

Jf

3 J 1>
I 1 I)
>? J J
it ii
Ji ft
„ 49SG
it li

57
Jt

31
77

J t

5101
5100

>1 Jt 77
tl J> tl
It 71 11
,, ,, 5200
JJ 71
>> Ji
JI J J
JI 7 7
Jt Jt
JJ J>
tt JJ
JI >7
7 J 77

4 August, „

JJ

5201

5208
a. r. 
56 0 

22,800 0 
13,380 3 
0,000 0 

36,500 0 
130 2 
570 0 
480 0 
520 0 
700 0 
560 0

P
0 11 
0 14
8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0

„ 5445
,, 5528
77 IJ
7 7 71
7 7 7 J

„ 5529
17 >7
77 77
Jt 7 7
77 17

818—



380

2

!No, of Papers. No. of 
Reserve.

Ms. SG-101QJ 
„ 12762 
„ 9958 
„ 9941 
„ 09S3 
„ 6106 
„ 9816 

■ i 9851 
„ 9889 
„ 9903 
„ 9880 
,, 10058 
,, 0718 
,, 11723 

0814 
„ 6313

„ 6684 
„ 6297 
„ CGS2 
„ 11580 
„ 11595 
„ 8150 
„ 13064 
„ 4636 
„ 1133 
„ 6047 
„ 13121 
„ 14333 
„ 1930 
„ 9859 
„ 12783 
„ 5268 
„ 1895 
„ 3272 
„ 11940 
„ 11520 
„ 12149 
,, 5586 
,, 6283 
„ 1133

Ain.
Ms.

Ain.

Ms. „ 10690 
„ 2412 
„ 131S7 
„ 14657 
„ 12044 
„ 4903 
„ 6317 
„ 113)9
ti ii
„ 14328 
,, 11248 
„ 13529 
„ 11606 
„ 11600 
„ 8952 
„ GS89 
„ 8402 

85- 041 
80-14656 
„ 11399 
„ 9062 
„ 7424

» 7284

„ 12721 
„ 9926 
„ 9936 
„ 13184 
„ 13185 
,, 13055 
„ 14659

2092
2093
2094
2095
2096
2097 
2093
2099
2100 
2101 
2102
2103
2104
2105
2106
2107
2108
2109
2110 
2111 
2112
2113
2114
2115
2116
2117
2118
2119
2120 
2121 
2144 
2138
2130
2140
2141
2142
2143
2135
2131
2132
2133
2134 
2137
2136
2129
2130
2158
2159
2160 
2126 
2127 
2123
2147
2152
2153 
2172 
2157 
2173 
2177
2148
2170
2171
2149
2167
2168

2154

2155 
2169 
2161 
2)62 
2163 
2104
2165
2166

101

County.

109
101

109

112

101

109
U

101

101
.and
109
f J

10]

Parish. Area.

Ewenmar.................

Goweu ......................
Gregory ..................

do ..................
VYundabmigay .............
Canonbar &c...................

Gordon...................... Witylandra .................

ftfihnifi ..........................
do ...................
do ..................
do ................ Thiffit.v ......................

Leichhardt ............. WcelaJiba ......................
Lincoln...................... Breelong..........................

do ..................
do ...................
do ..................
do ..................
do ......... .

Oxley ......................
do ...................

Canbelego ..............
Leichhardt ............. Morambillrv ..................

£ ^ s..................
Uralla............

Argyle ..................... Wolnporom* ..................
Yancowinna..............

Murray......................
The Brothers..................

Ashbumham .......... Warregal ......................
’FYo&t. ............... ...........

do ^ .................. do ......................
do ............. .

Eland ..................... Berendebba .............
Gough .....................

Goulbum.................. Talmahno ......................
Hume ...................... Lowes..............................

Fitzroy...................... Hyland .........................

Terooble..........................
do .................. Boelban..... ....................

Poole........................
Cook ....................... Lett &c............................
Richmond ............. "West Coraki..................

"Rous ........................ Mooball..........................

do .................
Clarence .................. Tamba ........................
Gregory .................. Buttfthone &c..................

uo .................
Hume .....................

do .................. Richmond ......................
Leichhardt ............. Coouyah Warrah ..........
Sandon ...................... "Davidson ......................

a.
540

4
330
360
660
390
380
770
330
700
280

1,050
160
360
290
420

1,260
760
320
360

1,400
1,360

10
8
8
5 
2 
3

10
5

470
57
0

451
11
65

806
640
900

1,280
5
5

12
136
350

17
252
40

640
290
880

1,000
1,140
7,000

17,300
470

2,260
49

640
1,560

12
11

5
450
210

r. p, 
0 0 
2 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
6 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0

0 13 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 8 
2 0 
2 16 
2 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0

0 17 
0 0 
0 0 
2 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
2 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0

0 0

640 0 0

525 0 0 
3 0 0 

550 0 0 
820 0 0 
34 0 0 
90 0 0 

670 0 0 
20 0 0

Government G&zette in which the description is published.
Folio.

14 Aug., 1886 5529

5530

5531

5532

5533

5534

5535

5536

5537

5538

5539

Sydney; Thomie Richimis, Government Printer.—1888.
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CKOWN LANDS.
(RESERVED FROM SAM UNTIL SURVEYED EOR THE PRESERVATION OP WATER SUPPLY, OR 

OTHER PUBLIC PURPOSES, UNDER 48 VICTORIA NO, 18.)

flccseutei) to Jhtdiament, pursuant to JUt 48 ‘Dir. 18, secs, 101,103,109, ani 112.

ABSTBACT of Crown Lands reserved from sale until surveyed, for the preservation of Water Supply, or 
other public purposes, in accordance with the 101st, 103rd, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 18 
Victoria No.18.

No of Papers* No. of 
Heserre.

Mb, 86- 94S9 2230
„ 1G271 2305
,, 14075 2306
„ 5196 2218
„ 10126 2215
„ 1012? 2216
„ 10049 2219
„ 10072 2220
„ 10073 2221

2222
10075 2223

„ 9847 2217
„ 13633 2224
„ 14985 2233
„ 14986 2206
tt )> 2207
ii r > 2208
j j j i 2209
if ri 2210
„ 9S5S 2225
„ 98S2 2226
„ 1527G 2274
J J fi 2275
ii j > 2276
M >> 2277
JJ 1} 2278
J J ? t 2279
„ 13464 2376
„ 10105 2295
„ 10116 2296
„ 10117 2297
„ 6098 2299
„ 11609 2300
„ 10131 2298
„ 15275 2303
It H 2304
„ 1172S 2227
„ 11568 2307
>4 St 2308
„ 14076 2314
„ 13373 2315
,, 5979 2309
„ 15275 2310
„ 13632 2311
„ 8337 2312
,, 15275 2301

” 149S6
2302
2211

J J M 2212
ij a 2213

2214
’’ is’ial 2228
„ 10949 2316

C2
tS41m

County. PArisb. Area*

Goverrstnont 
Guette in which 
the description is 

published.

fbllo.

a. r. P-
103 o 0 26 29Aue.. 1886 5830

101 Cunniagham..................... Badjerrebong ...................... 6 0 32 J* it 5841
Umberumberka ................ 20 0 0

32 0 0 5842
Bugabada................................. 130 0 0

do ............ .............. 560 0 0
190 0 0

rln .... Dahomev....................... ........ 860 0 0tc j.......................
IOCC ............................................. 1,130 0 0

do ........................... Yoce and Coonamble 400 0 0 #1
do ... . Nimbia....................................... 640 0 0

Billabulla................................. 830 0 0
30 0 0
5 0 0 6843

Bumima ................................. 10 2 16
do “ 6 2 18

do ........................... 6 0 IS
do ......................... do ............ .............. 4 o 37 JJ 1 j JJ

do ........... 2 3 5
Bulgala.......................... 400 0 0

160 0 0
100 160 0 0 5844

do .................. 360 0 0
Dolondundale............. 500 0 0

80 0 0
do .................. 70 0 0

25 0 0
101 Lincoln and Bligh...... Tenandra, Ac .............. 3,520 0 0 U J> J J

410 0 0 5845
790 0 0

1,060 0 0
40 0 0

Oxley .......................... Tabratong.................... 480 0 0
Ewenmar .................. Boebung and Berida ... 380 0 0 »> J» J*

18 2 18
So .................. 0 3 301

Boro and Gobabla ...... 1,100 0 0 5846
Queanbcyan............... 1 0 2

do .................. 2 0 0
3,600 0 07> 100 0 0n

Meglo ............. ............ 40 0 0 6847
1 0 0

no 6 2 0
101 1 1 20

2 2 21it 3 1 3»> 1 0 0 6848
do .................. 1 0 2JJ 1 3 3>J

do .................. do .................. 5 1 11 JJ Jt
100 20 0 0
101 Murray ..................... Bywong ..................... 10 0 14 it » JJ

/

925—
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Mo. of Papers, No of 
Reserve, O•■a

iiUi

County. Pariah, Area
Government 

Gazette in *hich 
the description is 

published.
Folio.

a. r. p.
Ms. 86-14004 2313 101 Goulbum..................... 21 0 0 28 Aug., 1836 5849

„ 15326 2354 JJ Clive.............................. Angoperran .................. 1 2 0 1 Sepk, „ 5941
2355 do ..................... *do ................... 4 0 0
2356 do ..................... do ..................... 7 0 0
2357 do ..................... 22 0 O }t

” om 2403 Gresham ..................... Sturt .................................. 240 0 0 4 ” ” 6041
„ 15632 2257 Clarence ..................... 32 0 0
” 5224 2404 Hardin&e.................... 55 0 0

2405 do ..................... Baiala.................................. 40 0 0
„ 14079 2400 JJ Monteagle ............... Congera ......................... 318 0 0 JJ J1 JJ
„ 13839 2407 JJ Murray......................... Thurralilly ..................... 3 1 0 JJ 1) JJ
„ 13881 2408 Northumberland....... Yango.................................. 40 0 0
„ 9916 2409 Gregory ................... 240 0 0

9874 2410 do ..................... Gardiner, &c..................... 1,720 0 0
JJ »!

" 4689 2424 [[ Yancovrirma............... Bray .................................. 204 0 0
„ 12152 2411 109 "Brisbane ..................... Tongo ................................ 3,390 0 0 6042
„ 12154 2412 do ..................... Terell................................. 1,610 0 0

M JJ

„ 9273 2413 Clive ....... ......... . 600 0 0
„ 11S0G 2414 Forbes ...................... 300 0 0
", 13903 2415 30 0 0

8454 2425 112 Rous.............................. 5,200 0 0
„ 12297 2416 101 Cooper ...................... Dowling ...................... f,320 0 0 6043
„ 14050 2418 530 0 0

15632 225S Clarence ..................... Lawrence ........................ 3 2 14
Jl M

2259 do ................... do ..................... 3 0 0 J J
2255 do ..................... do ..................... 6 0 0JJ JJ

' 2256 do ....... ............ do 11 0 0
J) >1 ”

2251 do ............... do ..................... 0 1 39
2252 do ................... 0 3 32

„ 12379 2421 Yancowinna............... Naradin, &c ..................... 12,800 0 0
JJ ii

6044
,, 12524 2422 do .......... .... 8 2 16

if J)

" IOOOS 2420 i) Culgoa ..................... Eringonia ...................... 10 0 0 u J> J J
,, 15632 2260 Clarence .................. Lawrence .............. . 1 2 0

2261 do .......... do ................. 6 0 29
Ain. 86- 1269 2423 Buckland.................. Quirindi........................ 6 3 20
Ms. 86-10009 2419 Culgoa ...................... 3 0 29 6045

„ 15632 2253 0 3 0
2254 do .................. do ................. 0 1 6

14058 2438 103 Fitzroy..................... Woogoolga...................... 2,160 0 0 n „ „ 6157
„ 6282 2437 Lincoln ...................... 1,050 0 0 6158
'' 9504 2244 101 Harden................... Gooramma..................... ' S 0 0 6172
„ 6851 2186 Rous................... North Casino ............. 8 0 0

2197 Macquarie .............. Lome............................ 2 0 0,,
„ 15986 2250 Sofala ............. ............ . 20 0,0
" 9545 2198 1 j Georgiana.................. Yewrangara.................. 20 0 0 JJ J J J»
„ 12047 2184 109 Goulbum.................. Bil labour ..................... 240 0 0 6173
" 12046 2189 do .................. 100 0 0

2196 do ................. do ............ . ... 240 0 0
,, 12048 2193 do ............. Gevmnnton .................. 79 3 0
„ 10466 2231 do ................. Mountain Creek .......... 548 0 0
„ 11063 2182 AVellealev............... Ashton ........................ 28 0 0

2200 9,200 0 0
„ 13040 2240 101 Grafton ............... .......... GOO 0 0

JJ JJ
6174

" 10093 2246 Ewenmar ............... Tenandra ...................... 230 0 0
„ 9850 2263 620 0 0
" 9944 2264 Wilber ............................. 380 0 0

u >J

" 10SSS 2267 Leichhardt ............. Budgeon.......................... 00 0 0
2268

” 9942 2265 J» Gregory .................. Yhababong .................. 970 0 0 JJ Ji 11
,, 10115 2266 730 0 0
;; 8549 2243 Murray..................... Yarrolumla ................ 2 2 20
„ 14300 2245 112 Hume ..................... Bungowannah .............. 320 0 0 6175
„ 14658 2439 JJ Fitzroy ................... Woogoolga, &c.............. 4,680 0 0 JJ J) r j
,, 13G15 22G2 320 0 0
„ 2320 2230 C owner.................... Gonlburn, dTc .............. 1,400 0 0
„ 12832 2238 109 93 0 0
" 12833 2239 do ................ do ...................... 46 1 0
,, 14182 2203 101 10 0 0

2202 do .......... ...... do ................... 22 0 0 ” ” 6176
”, 13536 2209 Lejclihardt ............ Wyabery ...................... 5,000 0 0 JJ JJ JJ

2270 2,960 0 0
2271 Clyde ...................... Grandool ...................... 580 0 0

„ 4248 2247 ’Boyd.......................... Waddi .......................... 38 0 0
2248 do .................. do ..... . 51 0 0

r 101
„ 14204 2241 4 nnd v Murray.................. Purronimba ................ 100 0 0 6177

1 109 j
„ 141S2 2204 101 Canonba North......... . 11 0 0

Oco. 85- 3068 2272 JJ Murray................. Keenong ..................... 5 0 0 U J» JJ
Ms. 86- 6267 2440 1 308 0 0

„ 4248 2249 Boyd ....................... "Waddi _____________ 660 0 0 JJ JJ JJ
„ 14723 2196 10 0 0 6178
" 14182 2205 Gregory .............. Conouba North............. GO 0 0 JJ JJ
„ 9681 2195 Waljeers ............... Oxley............................ 1 0 0 JJ jj „
„ 11308 2242 0 3 30

85-18030 2180 Franklin ................ Whealbah...................... 1,100 0 0
86-14182 2201 Gregory ................. Canonba.......................... 3 0 0 0179

O.S. 86-4721 cm 2489 100 0 0 14 ,, ,, 6261
JJ JJ 2490 JJ do ................. do .................. 579 0 0 J) JJ >>
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3

No. of Tapers. No. of 
Kcscn’ea.

Se
ct

io
n. County. Parish. Area.

Go\ ernment 
Gazette in whfch 
the description is 

published.

a. r. P'
C.S. 86-4-721 cor. 2491 101 Camden .................. Bundanoon ................. 360 0 0 14 Sept., 1886

2492 do .................. do .................. 379 0 0
2403 do ................. do ................. 274 0 o ,, „JJ JJ
2494 do . ............ do ............. . 200 0 0 1 ,, „
2495 do ................. do .................. 612 0 o „ „
2496 do ................. 43 0 0 1 „ „JJ JJ
2497 ” do .......... ....... do .................. 464 0 0 I ,, „
249S do .................. do ................. 80 0 0 „ „
2499 ■ do .................. 44 0 0 ,, „JJ JJ
2500 do ... ............ do ............. 56 0 o ! "

Ms. SG-154S1 2344 n 0 2 34
2345 do .................. do ...................... 1 1 10
2346 do .................. do ...................... 0 1 8J
2347 do .................. do ...................... 1 0 374” 14736 2335 112 Courallie .................. Terry Hie Hie, &c ...... 13,500 0 0"

,, 14737 2336 do .................. Berrvgill, &c................. 7,500 0 0 .. ..
14703 2338 101 Phillip .................. Eitagerald ...................... ' 20 0 0 II JJ

„ 15168 2339 Georgiana ................. Kcverstone .................. 26 0 0
,, 15481 2348 Coolac............................ 18 9 20

2349 do .................. do ..................... 4 3 32
2343 do ...................... 9 0 S

” 14540 2341 Hardinge................. Everett ...................... 4 2 0
„ 15481 2353 Harden...................... Coolac.............................. 16 3 7
„ 15525 2237 Yancowimia............ Bray .............................. 0 2 0
„ 15481 2351 Harden...................... Coolac............................ 23 2 0

2350 do ................. 1 14
14645 2290 n 6 0 0

", 14849 2340 Blackman ...................... 4 0 0
„ 15036 2282 Manly Cove .................. 1,000 0 0
„ 15148 2294 Northumberland... . Popran .......................... ' 0 1 20
,, 4137 2187 109 93 0 0 „ „
„ 14708 2337 101 Gough ..................... Waterloo, S:c.................. 40 0 o 1 ", r.

15481 2352 2 1 24 | ,, ,,
„ 12049 2280 109 Goulburn................. Vautier ......................... 41 0 o i ;;
» 4137 2188 101 do ................... Jindera .......................... 100 0 0 j jj n

Folio.

6262
>1

1}

6263

JI

6390
)>
J J
J J 
>>

6391
) J 
I J 
1>
JJ
JJ

6392 
1 1 
JI 
JJ 
JJ

6393
Jj
J*
iJ
JJ
JJ

Sydney: Thoirns Itichards, Government Printer. —1SSG
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(RESERVED FROM SALE UNTIL SURVEYED FOR THE PRESERVATION OF WATER SUPPLY, UNDER

ACT <1S VIC. No. IS.)

fjrmntel) to parliament, pnvouant to JUt 48 ‘Sic. ^o. 18, sees. 101,103,109, ani 112.

ABSTEACT of Crown Lands reserved from sale until surveyed for the preservation of Water Supply, 
or other public purposes, in accordance with the 101st, 103rd, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 
48 Victoria No. 18.

i

Ho. of Papers.

Ms. S6-15060 
„ 14972 
„ 15394 
„ 14735 
„ 15305 
„ 15453 

S5-18814 
86-15530 

)>
„ 0308 
„ 14744 ' 
,, 5595 
„ 10047 
„ 15455 
„ 15214 
„ 15794 
„ 13428 
„ 12752 
„ 15116 
,, 15400 
„ 15069 
„ 15530

S3 -24633

86-15530 i

,, 14303 
,, 15319 
„ 15401 
„ 10131 
„ 6025 
,, 15915 
„ 10002 
„ 8187 
„ 1581S 
„ 15959 
„ 15801 
„ 15972 
„ 11556

85-24401

No. of 
Rosewe.

Se
ct

io
n. Count}. Parish.

1
Area.

Government 
Gazette in which 
the description is 

published.
Folio.

a. r, p,

2366 101 Yancowinna............. 0 2 0 25 Sept., 1886 6527
2377 Rons........................... 77 0 0
2383 112 Georgiana................. Garryman...................... 4,400 0 0 6628
2364 Conrallic .................. 15,800 0 0
2372 Nandcwav ............. 6^400 0 0 J
2382 4 1 Cooper ..................... Yondaryan, Ac.............. 5JOO 0 0
2369 101 Hume ...................... Walla 1 Valla 515 0 0
2401 Rous.......................... 6 0 15
2402 )! do ......................... do .......................... 33 0 0
2203 Lincoln ...................... fiRO ft 0 ”
2307 do ........■............ 50 b 0 M
2368 J) Narrominc .............. Dungary, Ac.................. 740 0 0
2370 j J Loichkardt .............. 800 0 0
2386 Roxburgh.................. Boeoble.......................... 19 0 0
2371 109 Yantara ................. 640 0 0
2427 Cook .......................... 86 0 0 6530
2363 Selwyn...................... 142 0 0
2430 Hume ...................... Walla Walla, , . 200 0 0
2378 Evelyn, &c................
2380 101 Rous.......................... 114 0 0
2365 f 1 Yancowinna............. Bray .............................. 5 2 0
2394 Rous.......................... 6 3 29 6531
2395 do .......................... tin 3 2 30
2390 do .......................... 9 2 0
2397 do .......................... do .......................... 14 2 0
23SS 1 Georgiana.................. 640 0 0
2389 >1 Westmoreland.......... Mozart .......................... 640 0 0 ” 1!
2390 n do ........... Vulcan ......................... 320 0 0
2391 H Westmoreland & Georgiana Kowmunc, Ac................ 640 0 0
2392 U Westmoreland, Ac... do .............. 320 0 0
2393 tl Rous.......................... Lismore........................ 8 2 23 6532
2398 ,, do .......................... 7 2 32
2399 do .......................... 9 1 0
2400 do .......................... 13 0 0
2428 Goulbum.................. Talmalmo...................... 8 0 0
2379 112 Rligh.......................... 1,143 0 0
2381 101 Rous.......................... 23 0 0 6533
2550 Grocery .................. 640 0 0 29 !! ”
2235 103 lllaxland .................. 20 0 0 2 Oct., 1886
2537 101 Hardinge, &c............ 6758
2462 109 Boyd.......................... 244 0 0
2441 101 Camden...................... 40 0 0 6759
2455 Yancowinna.............. 2 1 31

>} SJ
2450 Phillip ..................... 79 0 0"
2458 Cumberland............. Castle Hill .. . . 2 2 0
2457 J Narrominc .............. Hervcy.......................... 500 0 0
2471 109 Keimedv .................. 340 0 0
2472 Ashburnham ......... 640 0 0

M »>
2473 do .......... Milposc & Gunninfrbland. 640 0 0
2453 1011 Canbeiego.................. Vega .............................. 2 2 16 *1 6760

1010—
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2

No. of Papers. No. of 
Rosen's.

Ms. 86-15664 2454
„ 15729 2450

85-24402 2449
86-17157 2460
„ 15806 2475
„ 16781 2373
„ 15721 2463

2464
2465

JJ Ji 2461
2462

„ 15660 2459
„ 15731 2451
„ 11556 2474
jj 1205G 2547
„ 14797 2487
„ 16201 2484
,, 15855 2529
,, 15654 2525
„ 15996 2513
,, 8951 2536
„ 15457 2535
„ 15080 2534
„ 13440 2502
„ 15996 2509
J 1 3 ? 2510
>J JJ 2511

2512
JJ JJ 2515
„ 16305 2530
„ 13901 2485
„ 15996 2506

2517
„ 10006 2452

tin. 85- 2461 2488
Is. 86-15727 2483

„ 16290 2519
„ 15996 2516

250+
„ 11949 2531
„ 15393 2486
„ 11615 2528
,, 12124 2527
„ 1125 2533
„ 15996 2507
II IJ 2508

2514
„ 15454 2532
„ 15996 2505
„ 15397 2358
„ 16515 2543
„ 10783 2384
„ 15397 2350
„ 14892 2286
JJ JJ 2285
JJ JJ 2289
„ 17965 2646
„ 17884 2635
„ 16454 2603
„ 1/965 2647
„ 14892 2287
U it 2288

2283
JJ jj 2284
„ 16463 2548
„ 14523 2518

County.
£to I

101

109
101

109
101
109
101

109
T>

101
109

J0J

Yaueowinna, 
Goulburn ....
Canbelego.....
Bourke.........
Argyle ..........

iley .........

109
t>

112
109
101

Oxley 
Ar^yle ..........

do ..........
do .........
do ..........

Buckland......
Denison .. . . 
Kennedy, &c. 
Macqttarie ..
Hardinge......
Camden ......
Goulburn.......
Canbelego.......
Auckland . ...
Gough ..........
Jamison .. .
Oxley ......
Walaeers ......
Auckland......

do ......
do ......
do .......
do ......
do ........

Bathurst .......
Auckland........

do .......
Culgoa ...........
Clyde ...........
Hunter...........
Westmoreland
Auckland........

do
Selwyn............
Gloucester ....
Kennedy ........
Cunningham 
Goulbum ....
Auckland........

do ......
do ........

Wellington ,,,,
Auckland........
Pottinger........
Townaend........
Denison ........
Buckland .....
Georgiana........

do ......
do ........

King...............
Perry ............
Bathurst ........
King................
Georgiana........

do ........
do ........
do .........

King.................
Yancowinna.....

Parish. Area.
Government 

Gazette in which 
the description is 

published.
Folio.

Bray ............................
a.
12

Gerogery .....................
Glenariff ..................... 3
Coolaman..................... ' 2
OulIullaT &c,................. 420
Garule ......................... 60
Currowang ................. 1

do ................. 19
do ................. 18
do ................. SO

]do .................
Currabubula ............... 640
Tocumwal .................. o
Weridgery, Ac.............. 5,100
Macquarie................... 3
Torrybum..................... 40
Nattai ........................ 21
Albury ......................... 16
Gedalambone ............ 592
Wyndham..................... 0
Eden, &c........................ 1,500
Graham, Ac.................... 620
Niiirar ...................... .. 360
Yaloo............................. 335
Wyndham...................... 0

do ..................... 0
do ...................... 1
do ................... 1
do ...................... 2

Wolumla ...................... 2
Nerille .......................... 0
Wyndham................... 2

do ........ 14
Eringonia...................... 46
VViilcnbone, Ac............ 160
Whybrow...................... 2
Speedwell...................... 740
Wyndham...................... 5

do .................. . 0
T ooma .......................... 100
Wilmot ....................... 100
'Weridgery, Ac..............
Bimbella ......................

340
350

Mullanjandra ............. 900
Wyndham................... 10

do ...................... 0
do , ......... .......... 3

Gamboola...................... 0
Wyndham..................... 50
Doona, Ac....................... 3,250
North Moonbria, Ac. ... 634
Wahgnnyah.................. 180
Wallala.......................... 630
Mulgunnia .................. 10

do ...................... 5
do ...................... 4

Winduella...................... 38
Pooncaira...................... 0
Lyndkurst...................... 491
Wiuduella...................... 178
Mulpinnia .................. 4

5
do ..................... 2
do ...................... 18

Jerrara........................... 40
Bray .............................. 11,000

r. p.
0 0 
0 0
0 29 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
2 0
1 22 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
o ion

2 Oct.,
tJ
IJ

IJ 
J 1 
9t 
>>
JI 
JI 
IJ 
IJ 
IJ

0 0 
0 10 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
3 0 
2 0 
0 0

1 f

9 J >

I I 
JI

0 0 JI
0 0 
0 0 
2 1
2 I 
2 18
3 0 
0 25 
0 0 
3 39

jj

IJ
JJ
IJ
JJ

JJ
2 30
3 8 
2 26 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 33 
1 1 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
3 24 
1 20 
3 30
3 25 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0

10

2 35 
1 33 
1 0
2 13 
2 0 
0 0 
0 0 
2 20
3 0 
2 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0

3 > 
JJ 
J I 
J 3 
JJ 
ji 
: j 
JJ 
J I 
j> 
> i 
JJ 
J l 
IJ 
Ji

11 
JI 
} i 
JI 
i J 
JJ 
JJ 
JJ 
JJ 
JJ 
Jj 
JJ 
JJ 
JJ 
I? 
JJ 
JJ

1SS6 6700
It
JJ
JJ
JJ
3 J
JJ 
J J 
JJ 
JJ 
Jj 
JJ 
JJ

J J
J J '

6701
JJ 
JJ 
JJ 
J *

6762 
JI 
J J

6907
JJ
JJ
it

6908
II

6909

6910
JJ
JJ
II
JJ

6911
l J

6911
JJ
;j

6912
JJ 
S J 
JJ

7069

7070

J? JJ
JJ JJ
II JI
„ 7071
JJ JJ
11 J j
Ji JJ
JJ JJ
„ 7072
>> JI
JJ JJ
JJ JJ
JJ

Sydney; Thomas Richards, Government Printer.—1SS&.
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WAXES.

CROWN LANDS.
(SITES EOR CITIES, TOWNS, AND TILLAGES.)

^rcsenicii to ^iU-Iiamcni, pitrsHant to ^.ci 48 ^3irt. fl-0- 1?, sic. 101.

ABSTRACT of Sites for Cities, Towns, and Villages, declared under the 101st section of the Act 48
Victoria, No. 18.

City, Town, or Villogo.
A rea for

City, Town, or 
Villose— 
about.

Area for 
Suburbs— 

about.
Locality, Government Gazette in which 

published.

Manrtamah (Village) ......
acres. acres.

300 2,203 County of Bourko, parish of 
Man dam ah.

28 September, 1883 ; folio 
6313.

Curwell [Village)..................... 220 370 County of Roxburgh, parish of 
Clandulia.

20 October, 1885; folio 
6872.

W ilton (Town).......................... 114 209 County of Camden, parish of 
Wilton.

26 October, 1885 j folio 
6956.

[MJ 61—
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389

1S85-6.

KEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(SIXES FOK CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES.)

^rmnteb io parliament ^mrsuant to Jlet 48 Pic. |to. IS, sec. 101.

ABSTRACT of Sites for Cities, Towns, nnd Villages, declared under the 101st section of the Act
1-8 Victoria No. 18.

City, Town, or Village.
Area

for City, Town, 
or village.

Area for 
Suburbs, Locality. Government Gazette 

in which publusbed.

Wittingham (village) ......... . lOt acres ... 435 acres... County of Northumberland* parish of Wit- 
tinghnm.

18 Nov., 1885, 
folio 7445.

Gungal (village) ...................... 21? „ ... J,040 „ ... County of Brisbane, pariah of Wictliam....... 18 Nov., 1885, 
folio 7446.

18 Nov., 1885, 
folio 7446.

Morin da (village) ..................... 60 „ ... 52 „ .. County of Wellington, parish of Mcrinda ...

Adclong (extension to suburban
1 nuds).

2,500 „ ... County of Wynyurd, parishes of Euadera 
and Adclong.

18 Nov.. 1885, 
folio 7446.

Brewnrrinn (extension to town 
and suburban lands).

44 „ ... 220 ... County of Clyde, pariah of Brewurrina....... 25 Nov., 1885, 
folio 7614.

a;]—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(SITES EOR CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES.)

present eh to parliament pursuant in JU* ^8 Pie. ito. IS, see. 101.

ABSTRACT of Sites for Cities, Towns, and Villages, declared under the 101st section of the Act
48 Victoria No. 18.

City, T<m n, or YillagO.

Balraimkl (town) . ..

Dubbo (town) ..........

Gosford (town)........

Coolnb (village)........

Tent Hill (village) ... 

Jcrrj’s Plains (town)

Bonrte (town)..........

Cavranbnli (village) . 

TJralla (town) ..........

Area
Locality", Government Gazettefor City, Town, 

or Village. Suburbs. in which published.

14a. 3r. 32p. 
(eitonsion.)

700 acres 
(citension.)

County of Cairn, parish of Balranald..........

County of Lincoln, parish of Warric ..........

12 Hoe., 1885, 
folio 8034.

12 Dec., 1885, 
folio 8035.

375 acres ... 1,340 aorcs... County of Northumberland, parish of Gos
ford.

12 Dec., 1885, 
folio 8035.

90 „ .. 70 „ ... County of Napier, parish of Coolah...........,,, 12 Dec., 1885, 
folio 8035.

390 „ ... 
(extonBion.)

County of Gough, parish of Tent Hill.......... 12 Dec., 1885, 
folio 8035.

240 .. 700 acres... County of Hunter, parish of Wnmbo........... 12 Dec., 1885, 
folio 8036.

420 „ ...
(extension.)

County of Cowper, parishes of Bourke and 
East Bourke.

12 Dec, 1885, 
folio 8036.

500 „ ... 2,700 „ ... County of Roue, parish of Byron .............. 19 Dec., 1885, 
folio 8255.

340 „ ... 310 „ ... County of Sandon, parish of Uralla.............. 16 Jfin.j 1886,
folio 3G4.

[3d.] 171 —
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROW LANDS.
(ABSTEACT OP SITES POE CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES.)

^wgjcntjel) io JluTianmit, pursuaut to JUt 48 Dir. !lo. 18, s«. 101.

ABSTEACT o£ all Sites for Cities, Towns, and Villages, declared under tlie 101st section of the Act
48 Victoria No. 18.

City, Town, orVillaj'c.
Area

for City. Town, 
or Village.

Area for 
Suburbs. Locality. Government Gazette 

Lit which published.

Bcga (amended suburban boun
daries) .

.............. 5,500 acres County of Auckland, parishes of Bcga, Brogo, 
and Mcrinda.

33 Feb., 1880, 
folio 1082.

Brolsford (ullage)...................... 380 acres ... 220 „ ... Counties of Fifuroy and Bulcieh, parish of 
CofT.

13 Feb., 1886, 
folio 1082.

Tmu gie (village) ...................... ](I5 ,, ... 1,735 ......... County of Narrominc, parish of Triangi ...... 13 Fob., 1886, 
folio 1082.

WooTnargaina (aiDcndod subur
ban boundaries).

144 „ ... County of Goulburn, parish of Woomargama 13 Feb., 1886, 
folio 1083.

Mulwarce (village) .................. 205 „ ... 1,595 „ ... County of Argyle, parish of Mulwaree ....... 20 Feb., 1886, 
folio 1268.

jVl'Allislor (village) ................... 220 „ . <140 „ ... County of Argyle, parish of Upper Tarlo ... 20 Feb., 1886, 
folio 1269.

Mungindi (village) .................. 310 „ ... 40G „ . County of Benarba, parish of Yarouah ...... 27 Feb., 1886, 
folio 1470.

Keramingly (village) .............. 250 „ ... 470 „ ...
!

County of Courallie, parish of Gordon.......... 27 Feb., 3886, 
folio 1471.

[3*3 288-
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188 5-6.

NEW ■ SOUTH WALES.

CROW LANDS.
(ABSTRACT OF SITKS FOR CITIES, TOWNS, AND TILLAGES.)

JUrtemirb to Jjadianunt, pumtaui to JUt 48 'Sir. $o. 18, srr. 101.

ABSTEA CT of all Siles for Cities, Towns, and Villages, declared under the 101st section of the Act
48 Victoria No. 18.

City, Town, or Village.
Area

for City, Tow n, 
or Village.

Area for 
Suburbs. Ijocality. Government Garotte 

in which published.

!
Noorooma (village) . 380 it crus 640 and 370

Coopornook (village)................ 33 „ .

acres.

Berrima fortcueion io smhurbau 97 acres . .
lands).

Myrangle (village) .................... 88 acres . 112 ,. ..

GIcnbrook (village extension) ,,. 42 „ ... 296 „ ...

Bullah Delah (village)............... 427 „ ... 178 „ ...

County of Dumpier, parishes of Noorooma 
and Wagonga.

20 Mar., 1880, 
folio 1953.

County of Macquarie, parish of Lnnsdovvno

County of Camden, parish of Berrima.........

County of Gordon, parish of Burruwong ...j
County of Coot, pariah of Strathdon...........j

County of Gloucester, parish of Bullah Delah.

27 Mar., 1880. 
folio 2105.

3 April, 1886, 
folio 2496.

3 April, 1886, 
folio 2500.

3 April, 1886, 
folio 2500.

10 April, 1886, 
folio 2656.

[3d.] 899-
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CKOWN LANDS.
(SITES FOR CITIES, TOWNS, AND VIXL.AOES.)

llrtscnteb to parliament, jrareuant to 48 'Sir. |lo. JS, see. 101,

ABSTEACT of all Siten for CxfcieK. Towns, and Villages, declared under tlie 101st section of the Act
48 Victoria No. 18.

City, TowtSj nr Arc* for City, 
Town, or Village. Area for Suburb*. locality. Government Gazette in which published.

Bummn (village) .............. 101 ncres ............ 185 acres ...........

'

County of Brisbane, 1 Hlay, 1886. Folio :U'05.
Parish of Tyrollc,
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CEOWN LANDS.
(SITES FOE CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES.)

JJresfiiitib to JJarUauusut, pursuant to JUt 4S 'Dir. |lu. IS.

ABSTRACT of Sites for Cities, Towns, and Villages, declared under the 101st section of the Act 4:8
Victoria, No. 18.

City, Town, or Village.
Area for

City, Tow'll, or 
Village.

Area for 
Suburbs. Locality. Government Gazette in which 

published.

Yooval iVilfoge) .......................
acres.

190

570
(extension )

acres.
450 County of Gordon, parishes of

Buokinbah and Loombnb. 
... County of Cowper, parish of

East Bourke.

22 May, 1886 ; folio 3615.

22 May, 1886 ; folio 3645.

DM0 570—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CEOWN LANDS.
(SITES FOE CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES.)

tv ^nrliumfui, purstwni to Jut 48 lit. Jto, 18, stc. UH,

ABSTEACT of all Sites for Cities, Towns, and Villages, declared under the 101 st section of the Act
48 Victoria No. 18.

City, Town, or Village,
Area

for City, Town, 
or Village,

Area for 
Suburbs.

YantftbuJla (village)..................

Kaleigh ....................

a. r. ]>, 
393 0 20

Extension 
800 acres.

Goombalie (village) 6S3 0 0 1843 „ .

Berawimiia (village) . ,, 416 2 0

Nambucoa (village) ........ 200 0 0 250 „

O-uubar ^town^l ...... 213 0 0 1650 ,,

Locality. Government Gazette 
in which published.

County of Irrara, parish of Mucrnss ... , 5 June, 18S6, 
folio 3027.

County of Raleigh, parish of South Belhugen 6 June, 1886, 
folio 3928.

County of Barronu, parish of Goombalic . 19 June, 188G, 
folio 4.183,

County of Iritira, parish of iJerawinnia 19 June, 1886, 
folio 4188.

Countv of Raleigh, parish of Nambucca 19 J une, 1880, 
folio 4189.

OounLy of .Nicholson, parish of Honuna ...... 26 June, 1886, 
folio 4318.

£**] 649-
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1886-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(SITES FOE CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES.)

JJreetnteli io garliamrnt, pursuant io JUt 48 Dir. |io. 18, srr, 101.

ABSTRACT of all Sites for Cities, Towns, and Villages, declared under the 101st section of the Act
48 Victoria No. 18.

City, Town, or Village.
Areft

for City, Town, 
or Village.

Area for 
Suburbs.

Heathcote (village) ................
o. r. p. 
82 0 0

206 0 0

171 3 0

200 0 0

00 0 0

43 0 0

1410 acres.

300 „ ..

560 „ ..

200 „ ..

Curlcwis (village)......................

Cooper (village)..........................

Barry (town)..............................

N ovada (village) ......................

Tibooburra (village)..................

Locality. Government Gazette 
in which published.

County of Cumberland, parish of Heathcote... 3 July, 1886, 
folio 4467.

County of Pottinger, parish of Curlcwis .... 3 July, 1886, 
folio 4467.

County of Argyle, parish of Mullengullenga 3 July, 1886, 
folio 4468.

County of Bathurst, parish of Neville 3 July, 188G, 
folio 4468.

County of Yancowinna, parish of Stephen ... 3 July, 1886, 
folio 4468.

County of Tongowoko, parish of Hermitage.,, 17 July, 1886, 
folio 4774.

[3d.] 736—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROW LANDS.
(SITES EOR CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAG-ES.)

#r££ftttifl> to $adtatmsnt, pursuant to Jut 48 Die. £Lo. 18, err. 101.

ABSTRACT of all Sites for Cities, Towns, and Tillages, declared under the 101st section of the Act
48 Victoria No. 18.

City, Town, or VilloffS.
Area

for City, Town, 
or Village.

Area for 
Suburbs. Locality. Government Gazette 

id which published

Root Flat (Villago) , 166 acres. 474 acres. County of Beresford, parieh of Gladstone ... 24 July, 1886,
Bulluti Delah (Village)............... 390 ........ 215 „ ... County of Cloucoster, parish of Bullah Delah

folio 4988.
24 July, 1886,

Glencoe (Village) ......................

Coolabah (Village) ..................

29 „ ...

308 „ ..

County of Gough, parish of Llangothlin ....

County of Canbelego, parishes of Vega and 
Glenariff.

folio 4988.
31 July, 1886, 

folio 5202.
14 Aug., 1886, 

folio 5541.

[MO 819—
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(SITES FOB CITIES, TOWN'S, AND TILLAGES.)

fli'esentei) tjj ^arltamtnt, pursuant ts ^.ct 48 tlu. Jto. 18, sec. 101.

ABSTEACT of all Sites for Cities, Towns, and Villages, declared under the 101st section of the Act
48 Victoria No. 18.

City, Town, or Village.
Area

for City, Town, 
or Village.

Area for 
Suburbs, Locality. Government Garette 

in which published.

Carpo (Town) ..........................

Canonba (Village)...........

Coolac (Village) .....................

220 acres.

105 „ ...

197 „ ...

900 acres,

418 „ ...

35 „

County of Ashburnhaiu, parish of Cargo ,,,

County of Gregory, parishes of Canonba and 
Canonba North.

County of Harden, parish of Coolac..............

£8 Aug., 1886, 
folio 5851.

11 Sept., 1886, 
folio 6179.

18 Sept., 1886, 
folio 6395.
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(SITES FOR CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES, DECLARED UNDER THE ACT 48 VIC. No. 18.)

to parliament, pursuant lo JUt 48 ^Bic. £Lsj. 18, sec. 101.

ABSTRACT of all Sites for Cities, Towns, and Tillages, declared under the 101st section of the Act
48 Victoria, No. 18. .

City, Town, or Village,
Area for

City, Town, or 
Village.

Area for 
Suburbs. Locality.

Manilla (Village)......................
acres, acres,

114
(extension.)

323

County of Darling, parish of 
Manilla.

Murray (Village)......................

Liamore (Town) ......................

Bourlte (Town)..........................

149

2,000
(extension.)

1,700

County of Argj’le, parish of 
Currawang.

County of Rous, parishes of 
Liemore, North Liamore, &c. 

County of Cowpor, parishes of 
Bourte and East Bourke.

Wyncllmm (Village).................. 210 455 County of Auckland, parish of 
Wyndham.

Arthur (Village) ...................... 138 940 County of Georgiana, parish of 
Mulguunia.

Government Gazette in which 
published.

25 September, 1886; folio 
C533.

2 October, 1886; folio 6764. 

2 October, 1886; folio 6765. 

9 October, 1886; folio 6913. 

9 October, 1836 ; folio 6913. 

16 October, 1886; folio 7079.

[3d.] 1011—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WAXES.

CROWN LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO PUBLIC PURPOSES.)

■grmntel) ter purs mint in Jlxt 48 'tlir. $<3.18, see. 104.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands antliorized to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with tbe lOltli scetion
of tbe Act 48 Victoria No. IS.

Place, County. Portion. Allotment ■ Section. Locality. Area. To what purpose dedicated. No. of 
Papers.

Cat No. of 
Plan.

Ballitift................ Bods................
Phillip............. * "37

Parish of Baltina.........
a. i\ p. 
IS 0 32
2 0 0

General Comctety.............
Miso.

86- 7,878 
>t 18,640

C. 1,008-1,084
P. 1,478-1,978
P. 1,477-1,978
C. 1,058-1,984

A. 3-B^90, S.G.O.
L. IM.CGB, S.G.O. 
c. 1,066-1,984
P. 1,462-1,978

Bovandall .........
Butrumbufctock,,

KinjC.............
Hume .............

LD1 do Preston . ..
do Burrumlrat-

tock.

2 0 0
10 1 14

142 1 O

do ..........
General Cemetery.............

;; 30,513
„ 15,095

„ 7,275 
„ 19,725 
„ 18,986 
„ I6,0tlo 
„ 18,259

„ 10,293

Lav. rence...........
Morjnda .............

Clarence..........
Wellington___

* 109
10 3 Town of Lawrence .. 

Parish of Menrnla __
O 0 BT
4 1 29
2 0 0

Site for School of Arts. ♦.. 
O c n eral Cemete ry.............

Mulwain .............

Farkcs.................

Denison ..........

Ashbumliam.. m

11 4 Town of Mulwaia ___

Parish of Curragong ..

0 0 19}

10 0 0

Addition to Public School 
Site.

Site for Show Ground for 
the use of tbe Parkos 
Pastoral, Agricultural, 
and Horticultural Asso
ciation.

P. 874-1,973

P. 39-2,139

Kiverstono.......... Cumberland >>

Georgiana .... 
Wynynrd

7C

do St. Matthew.. 2j 3 0

2 0 0

Camping, Public Build
ings, and other public 
purposes.

„ 9,437

„ 19,514 
„ 15,401

,, 18,448

C. 04-2,063

P. 1,480-1,978 
W. 57-1,345

P. 1,483-1,978 
W. 30-2,075

IVagjra Wags^a 
Sontli,

Walla Walla ___ 101

8 47 Town of South Wagga 
Wagga. ^

0 1 2G£

2 0 0

Site for Public Baths —

Wclfington ... 
Dudley.............

do Wellington..
Town of West Kempscj

04 0 0 „ 13,639 
„ 13,593M est Kcmpscy .. 5 3 SI Extension of Show Grounc 

for the use of the Macleay 
River Agricultural am 
Horticultural Associa 
tion.

K. 25-1,693

-■4

[3<f.] 59-
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO PUBLIC PURPOSES UNDER ACT 18 VIC, No, 18.)

to ^arlianunt pursuant to JUt 48 'Bu. £lo. 18, srx. 104.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with the
104th section of the Act 48 Victoria No. 18. ’

riaoo. County, Tortion. Allotment. Section. Locality. Area, To v, h at purpoe e dedicated No. of 
Papers.

Cat No. oi 
Plan.

Drowtilcn ........ Bathurst.... 17S Parish of Bringcllat „.,
a.
2

r. p. 
0 0 Public School Site

Misc.
85-21012 P. 1495-1978

Coogee ........... Cumberland. Village of Coogeo __ 0 1 0 Addition to Public School 
Site.

Public Recreation .......
17010 P. 260-1978

Crookwell........ King.......... Town of Crookwell .... 10 <0 10 21554 K. 23-2063
Delegate ........ Wellesley__ Village of Delegate, 12 0 0 Show ^Cricket Ground 16937 W. 1-2443
Lower Mookcra* Wellington ,.

parish of Havden.
1C9 Pansh of Burrendong.. 2 0 0 Public School Site........ 19600 P. 1481-1978

Narrandora .... Cooper........ Town of Narrandcra .. 20 1 31 Public Recreation .. .. 2S440 N. 10-1712
Ovkv CLachlan Walters .... 2ft 43 Parish of Tooralhoung, 2 0 0 Public School Site....... 17844 P. 1305-1278
Queanbeyau.. Murray .... Parish of Queanbeyan 110 0 0 Racecourse.................. 22310 M. 45-2070
Silverton ........ Ynucowinna.. IBS 10 Site for Hospital.......... 4170 A. 141-2180
Species Creek 

(Lower).
Lincoln __ 0 Parish of BiM Hill__ 2 0 0 Public School Site ..,,. 1C224 P. 1436-1978

Tinandra ........ Bathurst,, m Parish of Tcimndra 2 0 ft do ... 1S085 P. 1487-1978
Tintcnbar........ Village of Tjntcnbar, S 2 i General Cemetery........ SfiSO a 1039-10S4R
WnJcha........... Vernon........

Ittribh of Ball in a.
21 S4 Towni of Walclift . ... 0 0 12 Additions to site for 17126 W. 42-1403School of Arts.

[3rf.] 84-
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188B-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO RE DEDICATED TO PUBLIC PURPOSES UNDER KMth SECTION OF 48 TIC. No. 18.)

Jprtstfntfcb pursuant in ^.rt 48 'Sir. ^rr. 18, scr. 104.

ABSTKACT of Crown Lands antliorized to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with the
104th section of the Act48 Victoria Ko. 18.

Place. Comity. Portion. Allotment. Section. Locality. To what pnrposodedicatcd1

a. r. P-
Addons1 Crossing Wvnvard. .. 277 Parish of Bangns........ 31 3 0 Public Recreation . ..

00 2 0 o
lJallarlorj.n __ Ewenmar .. 1 do Drillawarrina 2 0 0 do ....

14 9 0
Beechwood .... Macquarie . 141 Parish of Rcdbank __ 1 1 22 Public School Site .. ..

42 10 1 0
17 15 2 0 do ........

Bourke........... CowT>er .,. TS tr» 21 401 0 0
inclusis p.

«> 22
77.

113 10 0 0
Coolrmiou........ Bourkc .... 2 s Village of Coolamon ... 2 0 20 Public School Site........
Cooloon........... Rous . . do Cooloon 0 1 0 Site for School of Arts ..
Coonaharruliran Cowen .. . 149 Parish oFCoonaharrabran 9 8 34 Site for Hospital...........

231 2 0 0
113 0 0

Orahamstown Wynyard... do Euadcra........ 29 3 25 Public Recreation .
0 1 13 Addition to Public School

* 22 lage of Oungal. Site.
Hillston North.. Nicholson .. 2 21 Town of Hillston North 9 0 15 Extension of Site for

Show Ground for use of
the Lachlan Pastoral
Association

22 8 o 0
6 0 0

29
' 13

2 0 0 Public School Site . ,,
NarraWi ....... Nandeivar .. 291, 292, do Narrabri .... 15 o 19 Site for Cattle Sale-yards

293, 294,
!md Sli9.

North Willough- Cumberland do Willoughby.. 45 3 38 Public Recreation ...,

10 <) 0
Richmond Cumberland Tow n of Richmond__ 1 2 IS Water Supply...............
(Pugh's Lagoon)
Do do do do do __ 1 3 32 do ..............

Tilhuster (near Sandon . .. 37 Parish of Duval........... 2 0 0 Public School Site........
Duval Creek).

Tuckombll __ Rous........ 222 do TuckombU . 2 0 0 do .. . .
West Ballhia .. do ........ 00 Town of West Ballina .. 5 8 Site for Public Markets..

No. of 
Papers.

Misc.
85- 4096
86- 250 
85- 4571

25280
15667
13385
20370
24SG7
13363

20S71 
22451 
1S02S 

80- 1 
85- SS60 
80- 9
S5- 5609 
79- 2259
S5-23347

10060
20150

25521
23690

22170
SC- 318 

1337
1337

S

3
85-24013

Cat. No. of 
Plan.

W. 1-23S3 
P. 1412-197S 
P. 1460-1978
it. 7-2:1:19
P. 1516-1978 
13. GO- SOI
B. 25-1338
C. 1-2357
C. 1043-1984
C. 33-1590 ft 
P. 1341-1978 
C. 2-2515
C. 21-1704 
P. 147C-J978 
P. 1451-197S 
M. 369-1834 
C 1-230SR

H. 0-2203

, SL 20-1114
M. S7-1S42

■ P. 1429-397B
N. 740-1774

C. 70-2063
1 N. 4-14S9 
< C. 7l-20d3

C 71-2063 
P. 1445-1978
P 1314-1973 
13 27-1012

[3c?.] 175—

#
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO rUBUC PURPOSES UNDER 101th SECTION OE THE ACT

18 YIC. No. 18.)

Jtoscntcb io ^ariiamtnt, punsHimi ter ^Iri 48 ‘Bijc. Uo, 18, srr. 104.

ABSTEACT of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicat-ed to Public Purposes, in accordance with the
lOdth section of the Act 48 Victoria No. 18.

Place. County, Portion. Allotment. Section.
1 1

Locality. Area. To what purpose 
Dedicated.

No. of 
Papers.

I a. r. p. Misc.
AdelonffCrossiiifj Wynyard.... 2Jli ........ Paiishof llangus........ 2 9 O Puhlin School Site........ 84-24811[ Town of Albury .... 11 0 17 86-231C9 ^I for the use of the

I Alburyand Border Pas-
tornl, Agnculturahand
Horticultural Society.D 0 9 30- 454

o 0 121 85-18250
Site.

Boll’s Lapocma.. Goulhurn.. 201 Parish of Carnbol&la .. 2 0 0 Public School Site...... 23010
Colombo ........ Auckland ... 5 5 Village of Colombo . 0 I 14 Site for School of Arts.. 21110

10 0 9 25523
Coradfrerie — Ewcmnar... 28 do Comdgerio .. 2 0 0 Public School Hite__ SC- 72
Elong Elonft__ Lincoln . . 33 do Narntn........ 2 0 0 do ... . 85- 3745
Plturoy........... Catndon ... do Jcllorc , . .. 372 0 0 Public Recreation........ 86- 1393

19 1 7 540
Moutcagle .. Town of Grenfell — 0 0 20 85-21742

Hite
2117 o 0 0 4117
282 do Liamore,... n 0 20 86- G3

the use of the Lismoro
Agricultural and In-
dust rial Society.

Little Itivcr__ St. Vincent. 134 do Budawang . 0 3 27 General Cemetery........ 85-16167
Moonbah Wallace .... 117 do Abington .. 2 0 0 Public School Site __ Hi-22073

43 3 10 86- 785
Narraburra---- Bland .... 13 Parish of Narraburra .. 2 0 0 Public School Site........ 85-25231

59 9 0 0 36- 69
117 2 0 15 B5-25S39

350 0 0 84-25948
Boyd.......... 70 <> 0 O S5- 4635
Wellington.. 17 o 0 0 SO- 450

Flat).
47 2 0 o do ..... 83-11305

0 9 37 M
Wcilingtou __ 8 0 0 84-35858
Wontw OrthFftlls, Cook ........ Village of Urasfort__ 1 2 0 do ........ 80- 2039

BmsEort.
do __ 10 0 21 do ........
do .... do ........... do do . .. 2 2 0 do ....
do .... do ........... 2 0
do __ 45 0 0 “

2 o 6 85-25233
30 2 0 0 80- 210

Montcaglc .. 1118 do Young........ 2 3 30 85-25223
the u« of the Burran-
gongPnstornl and Agri-
cultural Association.

Yumuumic .... Auckland .. 222 do Yurranmiie 2 O 0 Public School Silo........ 84-22092
Ar>rvle Cutting. Murray __ 73 do Cnrwoola__ 2 0 0 do ........ $0- 2168
Ballsmore, Lower 7 2 0 0 85-15200
Biinlow........... 56 2 0 0 20228Bradshaw Flat . 20 2 0 0 66- 2107
Cwloiran (Jerry’s 53 2 0 0 66-24437

Swamp).
Canddo. 240 5 0 0 86- 2169

King ....... 10 0 10 85-21554
Currathool .... Sturt........... Pansh of Currathool . 13 0 32 General Cemetery .. .. S3] 2

55 1 0 23093
laud.

Ounning ........ 3 37 240S3
Lawrence........ £ 1 8 8G- 2239

54 2 0
Cook............ 13,7,8, & 3 2 0 32

Jilororo ........... 2 0 O 85-14602
Mount Mitchell. 27 2 0 0 25544
Nelleon’s Creek Hunteri .... G6 do Piribil ........ 2 0 9 do .... 80- 992
(Applctree Flat t

Newbridge __ Bathurst__ do Galbraith ... 11 0 0 General Cemetery....... 241

Cat. No. of 
Plan.

P. H0&-1078

A. 41-1802 
'll. 301-1834 -

P. 1401-1078 
B. 132-824

P. 1458-1978 
C. 1-2203R 
C. 1073-1984 
P. 1411-1973 
P. 1303-1978 
c aaftasR-som
C. 1059-1984 
G. 2-1952R

1\ 1442-1978 
It. 3771-17&9

C. 1091-1084 
P. 1389-1978 
W. 33-2070 
P. 1400-1978 
C. 1002-1984
l* 1 * * * V. 1454-1978 
a 29-2062
V. 1448-1978 
P. 1500-1978

P. 1461-1978 
P. 1446-1978
W. 143-18341* 
C. 26-2002

P. 1409-1978 
P. 1372-1978 
M. 3705-1750

P. 1394-1978 
P. 1644-1078 
t. 3526-1978 
P 1503-1978 
P. 1537-1078 
V. 1521-1078
C. 18-1900
K. 2&-2068 
C. 1048-1934 
C. 50 11 £3 11 ou
C. 1070-19S4
V 10-2390 S o O,
C. 0-2300
L. 32277 Koll 
P. 1527-1978 
P. 1&18-197S 
P. 1622-1978
C. 1053-19S4

291.



418

2

Place. Country. Portion. Allotment Section Locality. Area. To svhafc purpose 
Dedicated.

No. of 
Papera,

Cat. No. of 
Plan.

Noorooma........ Dampicr ....
NyrauR Creek .. Aflhbumham
Parkrille ........ Brisbane....
Pomeroy Argylo........
Rand wick........ Cumberland..

do ........ do
do ........ do
do ........ do
do ........ do
do ........ do
do ........ do
do ........ do
do ........... do
do ........ do

Rcdbank ........ Camden ..,
Tirnmna ........ Aftfvlc........
Towamba........ Auckland ,.
Trance........... Narromine ..
Wafjga Wngga.. Wynyard__
Wee Waa ........ White ........
Wiseman’s Ferry Cumberland..
Yarranwn........ Pottinffer__
Yumburra West Cowley........

24

2io

Parish of Noorooma
a. r. i>. 
0 2 0

Beluhula 
Park .. . 
Pomeroy 
Alexandria 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do

Coimdjah 
Coulbum 
Towamba 
Trangie.. 
South Wagga

Town of Woe Waa ...

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

2 20
0 23
2 3 
2 »0
1 10
3 36 
0 16 
0 2.» 
1 4
1 37 
0 0 
0 12 
0 12 
3 20 
0 0
2 0 
8 10 
0 0
0 10

Parish of Cornelia........  4 0 0
do Yarraman.... 4 2 0 
do Umburra__  2 0 0

Site for Mechanics Insti-
Misc. 

86- 2956
tute.

General Cemetery........ 85- 6722
do ....... 19019

Public School Site........ 19318
Public Recreation........ 86- 2600

do ........ ,,
do ........
do ........
do ........
do ........
do ........
do ........
do ........
do ........

General Cemetery........ 85-24435
Public School Site........ 14671
General Cemetery........ 124340

do ........ 0772
Public Recreation........ 24090
Addition to Public School 24631

Site.
Public School Site........ 24927
General Cemetery........ 80- 4
Public School Site........ 85-12520

D. 1930-1618
C. 1000-1984 
C. 1099-19$4 
P. 153G-1978 
C. 69-2063

C. 67-2063 
C. 08-20G3
C. 1078-1984 
P. 1648-1978 
a 1070-1984 
a 1079-1984R 
TV. 3-2353 S.G.O.

N. 90-1367
C. 831-2030 
a 1061-1984 
P. 1506-1078

Sydney: Thomas Kicbords. Government Printer.—1880



1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO PUBLIC PURPOSES UNDER ACT 48 VIC. No. 18.)

$r£S£tti:fii i<r fLtlimncnt, pursuant iff JLi 48 ‘©ic. ito. 18, srr, 104.

ABSTKACT of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with the
104th section of the Act 48 Victoria Wo. 18.

Place.

Anftrcl (Jerry's 
Mount).

Baan Baa........ .
Ballina.............
Bamnpun,........
Bohin Flat
Brooman ........ .
Budjony Vale ..
Bulffo...............
Bundarigo.......
Cougj’ctu 
Cootaniundry .,
Cubmurra........
DuujN'ir...........
Germanton ,,,,

County.

Wostmorobmd .
Pottinpcr,., ,,
Rous...............
Culgoa ........
Macquarie .. 
St. Vincent. .. 
Camden ,,,,,, 
Cumberland .. 
Clarence .. . 
Montcagle ..
Harden ........ .
Wallace ........ :
Durham ........ :

Goulburn ....

Grafton .... Clarence........

Grong: Grong ........
Hill Dyke ........
Holey Flat ........
Laudsdownc (Koppin 

Yarmtt).
Mcrigan Creek (Duck 

Flat).
Mud gee................

Bourkc ........
Beresford.. ..
Macquarie .... 

do ...
Murray ........

Wellington__
Jifana.............
Terra Bella ... 
Tiblm Tibba ...
Wandora ......
Warrah Ridge. 
Yamma..........

Fitzroy ........
Gordon...........
Dampier __
Arrawatta __
Buckland .... 
Ashbumham ..

Portion. Allot
ment. Section. Locality. Area. To what purpose 

dedicated.
No. of 
Pajwre.

Catalogue
No.

of Plan.

29i Parish of Thornshope.
a.
2

r
0 p0 Public School site__ 66-19040 P1531-1978

SI ,, Roan Jlaa .. 2 0 0 SO- 1535 P15SS-I9J8
,, Ballina....... 13 0 32 General Cemetery__

Public School site__

1742 C1068-1984R
4C

,, Barringun .. 16 O 0 2534 C10SO-1984R
,, Robin .... 2 0 24 85-17530 P1639-197S50 ,, Boyne........ 2 0 0 86- 258 PH23-1878167 h Ularoo ....... 2 0 u n ft * ■ - - 85-J40S2 P1559-1973

' 40 ,, Hulgo ........ 1 3 38 12292 P1492-1078
,, Lanitza . 2 O 0 86- 2033 P1657-1978133 n Congera ....

Touti of Cootamundiy
2 0 0

Site for School of Arts.
1394 P1534-19781 29 0 2 0 3535 C7-1772R80 Parish of Wallerovo .. 2 0 0 Public School site .... 85-12S91 PI 501-1978

,, Dungog .... 8 2 12 Extension to General 8S65 G10S3-1984JI
n Germanton 4 3 3

Cemetery.
Addition to Show 20055 G7-2229

187 ,t Great Marlow » 0 0

Ground for the use of 
the Gcnmnton Pas
toral and Agricultural 
Society.

Site for Night-soil 25225 Cl703-1577

186
Village of Grong Grong 8 1 8

Depot and Sewerage 
Farm.

General Cemetery .. . 9982 C1072-1984
Parish of Micaligo ... 2 0 0 Public School site .... 14176 P1569-1978104 ,, Stcwurt .... 6 0 0 General Cemctcrv .... 3383 C1034-1084

03 ,, Varratt __ 1 2 0 0 Public School site_____ 2169U P1011-1078
soo tl Merigan .... 2 0 0 »» ii .... 86- 2262 P1583-1978

0 & ID 64 Town of Mudgee __ 1 0 0 Further addition to 1685 M41-1009

07
Village of Nana........
Parish of Terra Bella.

7 3 17
Hospital site.

General Cemetery__ S5-25120 C1046-19S4
2 0 0 Public School site .... 28611 P1452-197S

„ Noorooma .. 24 0 0 General Cemetery' - • - - 86- 2605 D19S7-1618
"n „ Wandera.. S 1 8 85-24229 C1057-1984

„ Warrah .... 2 0 0 Public School site__ 86- 1537 P1649-1978
12 „ Troubalgie.. 2 0 0 ■> >> * * • • 86- 6481 1,1427-1978

PMO 400—
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1885-fi.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(AUTHOHIZRH TO Br: DEDICATED TO PUBLIC PURPOSES UNDER 101th SECTION OP THE ACT

48 TIC. No. 18.)

^Jrcwnlrli io ^itvliament, pursuant to Jlrt 48 ^ir. ilo. 18, err. 104.

ABSTKACf <4 Crown Lands authomcd to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with the
104th section of the Act 48 Victoria No. 18.

Vince County.

JitlllllKl .... Koub........
Macquime Pass.. Camden ,

Movi’brey Point.. Cumberland. 
{Middle Harbor)

St, Joseph's Cook...........

Portion. jAllotment l
Section.! Locality. Area, To what purpose No. or Cat. No. of

1 1 f i Dedicated. Papers. Plan.

u. r. p. Misc.
Town of Baltina .... 15 2 16 Public Reel cation . .. S5-12006 R. 6-2530

P. O.O.
Parish of Caldcnvood . 11 0 2S do ...... 80- 1501 C. 1604-2041

do Willoughby.. 5 0 25 Wharfage ami Recreation. 85-20022 a 73~2CrtW

31 do Cooba.. 2 0 0 ihiblic Scliool Site .. 80- 57S1 C. 1308-1507

457 --
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1885-6

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROW LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO PUBLIC PURPOSES UNDER ACT 48 VIC. No. 18.)

Sgtestnteb ±0 jpuriiitmxni, pursuant trr Jlrt 48 ‘Sic. £Lo. 18, sec. 104.

ABSTRACT of Crown Bands antliorized to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with the
104th section of the Act 48 Victoria No. 18.

’ Place. County. Portion. Allot
ment. Section. Locality. Area. To what purpose 

dedicated.
No. of 
Papers.

Catalogue
No.

of Plan.

O- r, p. Mlso.
Balranald....... Cairo ......... 2, & 3 86 Town of Balranald,... T 0 0 Extension to Hospital 86-10209 B. 22-1405

Site.
Bega................... Auckland....... Parish of Brogo........ 14 1 23 General Cemetery __ „ 4958 C. 1094-1984

13 0 32 m 2164 C. 1041-1984
Budlhinguroo .... Westmoreland.. 10 do Konangaroo 0 0 9 Public Suhool Site .... 85-20980 P. 1562-1978

48 2 0 0 86-2632 P, 1419-1978
30 2 0 0 2T02 P. 1543-1978

201 2 0 so do .... 2703 P. 1550-1978
Jerry's Plains .... Hunter........... do Wambo.__ s 0 0 General Cemetery .... 4930 C. 1098-1984

40 2 0 0 4957 P. 1602-1078
Mooney Mooney.,. Harden.;......... ITS do Mooney Mooney 2 0 0 do ...... 85-21320 P. 1531-1978

132 1 3 38 86- 2224 D. 2017-1618
8 1 8 General Cemetery ,,.. 85-15800 C. 1037-1934

1159 34 2 33 20695 R. 18-2339
Teoval............... Gordon.......... 9 i Village of Ycoval .. . 1 3 38 Public School Site .... SO- 0027 P. 1574-1978

pw.] 566—
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1880-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO PUBLIC PURPOSES UNDER THE ACT 48 YIC. No. 18.)

lUresmttb to parliament, yttmtanf to 48 13, stc. 104,

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands antliorized to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with the
104th section of the Act4S Victoria No. 18.

Place. County. Portion. Allotment. Section. Locality. Area.

Belatiglo .. .. Camden .. 81 Parish of Bclanglo ...
a r. p.
2 0 0

Bourkc........... Cowper ,... Part of 
49

Town of Bourkc ...... 22 1 4

Cargo........... Ashbumham. 41 I’arisb of Cargo . .,. 
Town of Collariudabri.

14 0 0
Collarindabn .. Pinch .. , e 5 2 0 0
Coouamblc .... Leichhardt., Parted 8 do Coonamblo .. 0 1 15i
Demliquin . .. Townsend .. Parish of South Denili- 108 1 0

DoOrran.......... Oxley ....... 22
quin.

do Carval........ 2 0 0
Glonlogan .... Bathurst ,., 141 do Glenlogan . 2 0 0
Goolagong....... Forbes ...... i 23 1 illage of Goohigong .. 2 0 19
Gordonvillc ... Ralegh __ ioi Pansh of South Beilin* 

gen.
do Gosford ,..

2 0 0

Hogan’s Brush.. Northumbor- 13 100 0 0

Little Plain,’Gos
land.

Murchison .. 311 do Little Plain.. 2 0 0
ford.

Mount Hope.... Blaxland ■ ■.. 166 do Mount Hope. 10 0 0
Murray’s Run .. Northumbor- 7 do Hay........... 2 0 0

New Bristol__
land.

St. Vincent.. 32 do Bherwcrrc . 2 0 0

North Willough- Cumberland.. do Willoughby., 1 1 22J
by,

Oxley’s Peak . Brisbane .. 119 do Wentworth.. 2 0 0
do Park .. do .... i 9 Village of Farkville ,. 2 0 0

Ptiupong ........ Wallace .. . 52 Parish of Wilson __ 2 0 0
Pelican island .. Dudley........ ICO do Clybucca.. 2 0 0
Pipeclay Springs Wellesley__
Qucanbcyan__ 1 Murray , .

104 do Bombala.... 2 0 0
do Queanbeyan. 14 0 13

Springbank ... Uruna ........ 79 do Bingagong .. 2 ? 2
Sunny Corner .. Roxburgh .. is \ illage of Sunny Comer. 5 1 9
Temora........... Bland ........ do Bundawnrrah. 15 0 0

Wbittingham .. Northumber- do Whittingham. 9 17

Wingen .. .,
land,

Brisbane .... do Wingen __ 13 0 27
Yarrowford __ Gough ........ 99 l*atisb of Bojd........... 2 0 0

To what purpose 
Dedicated.

No, of Cat. No. Of 
Tapers. Plan.

Public Suhool Site ... 
Stock and Sale Yards

se-ioois
SS72

P. 1514-1078 
B. 20-1S21R

Public Recreation ....
Public School Site........
Town Hall Site ...........
Extension to Racecourse.

6
S5-12710 
8- 601C 

5082

Ain. 85~ 871 ft 
P. 14G8-1078 
C. 20-1740 
D 41-1458

Public School Site 
do 
do 
do

85- 20011 
12716 
11263

86- 1567

P. 1572-1978 
P. 1310-1478 
V. 1237-1978 
P. 1560-1978

State Forest Nursery — 10910 N. 1116-2111

Public School Site 85-12717 P. 938-1978

Site for Hospital.. 
Public School Site

86- 4668 B. S7S-2022 
85-11264 P- 1204-1978

do 86-,8737

Public Recreation 83- 9317
Public School Site......

do ........
do ........
do ........
do .....

General Cemetery .......
Public School Site........
Site for Hospital...........
Site for Show Ground for 

the use of the Temora 
Pastoral and Agricul
tural Association, 

General Cemetery .......

85- 22587
86- 226
85- 10558 

13723
86- 7406 

2997 
4941 102S 
5962

85-21262

V. 1400-2613 
(C. 444-2030 
{ C. 443-2030 
(C. 931-690R 
P. 1530-1978 
P. 1579-1978 
P. 1554-1078 
P. 1064-1978 
P, 1531-1978 
C. 1097-1984 
P. 1565-1978 
S. 1-2338R 
B. 1687-1946

C. 1100-1994

do
Public School Site

86- 530 
6602

C. 1105-1984 
P. 1570-1978

pw-J 647—
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO PUBLIC PURPOSES UNDER THE ACT 48 YIC. No. 18.)

to pursuant to JUt 48 'Sir, $,a. 18, scr, 104.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with the
10-tth. section of tbe Act 48 Victoria No. IS. -

Place. County. Portion. Allotment, Section. Locality. Area. To what purpose dedicated No. of 
Papera.

Cat No.
of

Plan.

Bagdad ..........
Barry fFsvo la-

Bland __
Bathurst__

36 1 "fl
Parish of Walla<Lilly .... 
Tomi of Barry..............

a. r. p.2 0 0
2 0 0

Public School Site...........
do ...........

Ms. 86- 4295 
5554

P, 1553-1978 
1598-1978

lands.) 
'B&mwlnia 
Bookham ........

Inara.......
Harden.......

parish of Bcrawinia.........
Village of Bookham . ..

17 0 36 
11 3 14

General Cemetery ...........
do ...........

6465
85-12486

C. 1096-1984 
1996-1984

Boro Lower .... Argy'°........ 86
65
58

2056

Parish of Boro ............. 2 0 0
2 0 0

Public School Site ..........
do .........

86- 6150 
85-16473

P. Ifi77-197K
P. 1646-1978

Countcgacy ....
Oerogcry........
Hatfield........

Dampicr .., 
GouIdluti.. . 
Kilfcra.......

do Guinea ..........
do Gerogery .......
do Chnowa...........

2 0 02 0 0
2 0 0
0 0 19

do .........
do ...........
do ...........

Addition to Public School

SG-12340
6861
8757
6500

D 2021-1618 
P, 1529-1978 
P. 1513-1978 
J. 11-1651

Invercll ......... Town of Invercll.......... 1 0 19
Site,

Addition to Show Ground 6955 J.1B. 1051

Meangora........
Mumimbuirah

St. Vincen b., 
Harden........

60
"0'

Parish of Meangora........
Village of Murrumburrah 
Parisn of Narrabundah ..

2 0 0
7 3 14

for the use of the Invercll 
Pafttoml and Agricultural 
Association

Public School Site.........
Public Recreation...........

86- 7007 
11425

P. 1584-1978 
H. 2-2397

Nerrabuudah .. Murray...... 170 0 3 0 Public School Site.......... Ls. 86- 1851 P. 1593-1978
Oberon ...........
lUwkmovc......

Westmoreland
”20

do Oberon...........
do Tiabundie.......

12 3 32
2 0 0

General Cemetery...........
Public School Site .......

Ms. 6984
6151

C. 1104-19841 
p. 1573-1978

Kooky Glen__ White ........ do Borah ........... 16 2 0 General Cemetery........... 85-24128 C. 1056-1984
Sapphire 

(Swamp Oak.)
Seabam.........
Stanboroucfb

Arrawatta .. ST do Swamp Oak. ■. 2 0 0 Public School Site.......... 80-12823 P. 1542-1978

Durham ,... 
Hardingc.., "i

do Scaham...........
do Darby...........

5 220
2 0 0

General Cemetery ..........
Public School Site..........

3824
74G4

C. 1012-19S4 
P .1523-1078

Wangat..........
Warrowirc ....

Gloucester .. 
Montcaglc . "77

do Wangat.........
do BumbaWry ....

6 3 02 0 0
General Cemetery..........
Public School Site . ...

85-11000 
80- 8745

C. 1071-19S4 
P. 1550-1978

PAJ 737—
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1885-6.

XEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
{AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO TUBLIC PURBOSKS UNDER ACT 18 VIC. No. 18.)

Jlfrcsruteb to JJarltauunt, jnu'SMitut io 48 Tlio. 4I0. IS, oer. 104.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with the
101th section of the Act -IS Victoria Xo. IS.

Place. County. Portion Allot
ment Section. Local it). Area. To what purpose 

dedicated.
No, of 
Papers.

Catalogue
No.

of Plan.

Cairn.............. 1 7 Town of Balranald ..
a.
0 , P.1 0 Situ for Public Baths.. 86-13S47 B 1 A-!)

u.s.o,, Hay
27, 26, 2r>, 60

do Barraba--- 100 2 7 Public Recreation.... 83J5 B.17-140S8.fl.n.
about

Bclimm; Falls, bar* Camden ...... Parishes of Burrawang 2100 0 0 ilo __ 14185
ranporry. ami Yarrawa.

Clarendon.......... Clarendon ... Parish of Europjplly'.. 4 2 0 General Cemetery ,, „ 8751 C. 1074-1084
5S 2 0 0 12577 P. 1490-1973

tfeodv Flat .. Wvnvard., .. do BatJow __ 64 1 0 Public Recreation__ 11203 W. 0-2383
■Seymour, Adnmin- Wallace........ do Seymour .. 210 0 0 do ... 12784 Ms. S0~O53Gr

aby.
17 1 22 8653Villajje of Tintenhaih.

Show Ground.
10 3 21 65- 0270 C. 1060-10S4

Woratah . .. N'opthuinberl&nil 252 do Newcastle.. 0 0 34 Site for School of Arts SO- 7730 N. S43-2111
Wentworth . Wcntw orth__ 1 do Wentworth,, 20 0 0 Site for Show Ground 13308 W, 2, C-<1

for the use of Went* 
worth Pastoral and

D.S.O., Hay.
Agricultural Society.

[3(7. 817-
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROW LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO PUBLIC PURPOSES UNDER ACT 48 TIC. No. 18.)

^resentei to fariiament, pursuant to JUt 48 ’Sic. |lo. IS, stt. 104.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with tbe 104th
section of the Act 48 Victoria No, 18.

Place. County,
Portion, j Allotment

Section. Locality. Area. To what purpose 
Dedicated.

No. of 
Papers.

Cat. No. of 
Plan.

200 Parish ol Barilsley ,,,,
do Nelson ..........
do Bowra, suburbs 

of Bowra.

a. r. p. 
2 0 0

Misc. 
S3- 1&81 P. 1578-1978

Eobundamh.........
Bovra .............

Wellesley.. .. 
Raleigh . ...

107
1, 2, 3, 6, 

7, &S.
'‘20

2 0 0
S 2 0

do ..............
Public Recreation ....

8089
85-18496

P. 1011-1978

•Cobar..................... Robinson.......... 237 do Cobar ......... Bi 120 Site for show ground for 
the use of the Cobar 
Pastoral and Agricul
tural Association.

88-11326 K. 266-2127

CondoubUn .......... Cunningham .. 112 Town oi Contloublin .. 27 0 20 Site for show ground for 
the use of the Condoub 
tin Pastoral and Agn 
cultural Association.

1103 C. 11-1706

Currathool .......... Sturt.................

374

2 s Village of Currathool 
West

0 2 0

10 0

Site for School of Arts . 9066

14617

0. 1-2293H

7 3 32 4663 c. fl76'1984
Kincumber . ... Nortlmmberlaad.. 185 do Kincumber .. 0 10 

12 0
Site for School of Arts 9257

3736
N. 1141-2111

Longbottoin (Con
cord).

Cumberland .. 1 5 Village of Longbottom,, 0 10 Situ for Town Hall........ 10011 L. 22-1262

Mimosa East. • .. 
Moree.....................

Nangunla.............
Noorooma.............

Bourke.............
Couraltie.........

Denison . ... 
Dampier .........

108

104
.... . i

Pariah of Methyl ..... 
do Morce, town of 

Moree.
do Gorllderjf___

Village of Noorooma ..

2 0 0 
abtlB 0 0

2 0 0
S 1 8
0 2 1

Public School Site . ... 
Public Recreation ........

Public School Site.......
General Cemetery ....

12069
16404

1419
13828
15224

P. 1582-1978

P. 1676-1978 
C. 1086-1981

Kockj Glen ,. , , 
Spring Gully ..

WTiite.............
Hnrdinge......... 13

1.2,0,3:7 6 Village of Rocky Glen.. 
Parish of Cooper ..........

2 0 0
2 0 0 10 0 0

Public School Site —
do ............

8432
10151
6175

J R, 2304a 
\ R, 1-2304R. 
P. 1524-1978 
C. 1317-1507

■Sunny Corner .... 
"Wfilcha ............... .

‘Wolumla .............

Roxburgh . .. 
Vernon ............

Auckland ... !)S

34

....
i

Village of Sunny Comer 
Town of Walcha .........

Pariah of Wolumla ....

49 8 0
0 1 28

137 1 0

Public Recreation .........
Further addition to site 

for School of Arte. 
Public Recreation.........

85- 22118
86- 11413

15231

S. 1-2338

PW-] 923—
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1885-6.

NEW SOOTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
(AUTHORIZED TO BE DEDICATED TO PUBLIC PURPOSES UNDER ACT 43 VIC. No. IS.)

ijOrescntel) iff JLivliamcnt, pnrsuimt to JUt 48 Die. |io. 18, stc. 104.

ABSTRACT of Crown Lands authorized to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with tho
101th section of the Act 4S Victoria No. 18.

Place. County. Portion. Allot
ment. Section. Locality. Area. To what purpose 

dedicated.
No. of 
Papers.

Catalogue
No.

of Plan.

a. r. p. Mine.
rthitr's Seat __ Arrmvatta .... 4 Parish of Arihur'sSeat 2 0 0 Public School Site..., 30-1:1030 P. 1'63-197811 0 0 General Cemetery__ 11103 C. mc-1984

Pdargabi! ........... Lincoln ___ 2o Parish of Ooolbagfgfa.. 2 0 0 Public School Site 13458 P. 980-1978
Cootanuindrv .... Harden ......... 351 do Cnotamundi'v 10 0 0 Site for Hospital .. 12062 H. 5JS7-171G
Grant's Creek .... Brisbane......... do Wickham... e 3 i5 General Cemetery..,. 13240 C. 1118-1984

(C. 831-2030
do Concord .. 12 3 0 Railway Purposes.,.. 3C733 J Roll,

j 400 A- 417 
( Reg.-Gen.

2S0 r i iG 10172 R. 3801-1759
Site.

Do ................. Water Supplv............. 11422
15 0 0

( Registered
Mon teazle .... Parish of Murrin^o .. 12 2 0 17225 ■j L.B.SG-3010

( Goulbum.
QiiaamaA ............. Damjder.......... 1 3 Village of Quaamaa .. 0 1 30 Site for School of Arts 84-25SS3 D. 2031-1013
The Falls ............. St Vincent.,.. 03 Pariah of Tomerong.. 2 0 0 Public School Site .. SG-1139S V. 1471-2013

88 2 0 0 15017 P. 970-1973
Warn............. 7 3 34 General Cemetery. .. 0068 C, 1050-1984
Younjj ................. Montea^le ___ 4G Town of Young......... 2 2 361 Public Recreation___ 1024$
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1886-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OR 1884
(GAZETTE NOTICES SETTING FORTH THE KOBE IN WHICH IT IS PROPOSED TO DEAL WITH TIE DEDICATION OF CERTAIN 

LANDS. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE 105TH SECTION OP THE ACT 46 VICTORIA NO. 16.)

JPtmnteb to parliament, jmrsntmt to JUt 48 aBic. etc. 18, stc. 105.

Proposed resumption op part of the Permanent Common at Tumut for Road Purposes.
Department of Lands, Sydney, 18 November, 1885.

It is hereby notified for public information that, in accordance with the provisions of the 105th section of 
the Crown Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of part of the Permanent Common 
at Tumut, with the view of the land being set apart for road purposes.

JOSEPH P. ABBOTT.

Description.
Area 1 acre 2 roods 29 perches of the Permanent Common at Tumut, parish of Tumut, county of 

"VVynyard, dedicated 15 August, 1879: Commencing at a point on the western boundary of recreation 
reserve, dedicated 18 November, 1870, bearing soutli and distant 4 chains 14 links from the north-west 
corner of the recreation reserve; and bounded thence on the south-east by a- line bearing south 54 degrees 
35 minutes west 9 chains 24 links; thence on the south-west by a line bearing north G7 degrees 2G 
minutes wrest 7 chains G0£ links to the north-western boundary of the Permanent Common, dedicated 15 
August, 1879 ; thence on part of the north-west by part of that north-wester]! boundary of the Common, 
bearing north 53 degrees east 1 chain 16 links; thence on the north-east by a line bearing south 07 
degrees 26 minutes east 6 chains 4G links ; thence on the remainder of the north-west by a lino bearing 
north 54 degrees 35 minutes east 9 chains 40 links to the wrest boundary of the recreation reserve afore
said ; thence on the east by part of that west boundary soutli 1 chain 23 links, to the point of commence
ment.

Shown on plan catalogued M. 339-1,834, Surveyor-G-cneral’s Office. [Ms, 85-18,656]

Proposed resumption of Site for Mechanics’ Institute at Bourke.
Department of Lands, Sydney, 2 October, 1885.

It is hereby notified for public information that, in accordance with tho provisions of the 105th section of 
the Crown Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of the site for Mechanics’ Institute 
in the town of Bourke, hereunder described, another site having been granted in lieu thereof.
[Ms. 85-18,857] JAMES 8. PARNELL.

Description.
3 roods, county of Cowper, parish of Bourke, town of Bourke, allotment No. 1 of section No, 17. 

Commencing at the north-western corner of the section ; and bounded thence on the north by Merlin-street 
easterly 2 chains and 50 links ; on the east by the western boundary-lino of allotment No. 2 southerly, at 
right angles to Merlin-street, 3 chains to a lane ; on the south by that lane westerly parallel with Merlin- 
street 2 chains and 50 links to G-len-strect; and on the west by that street northerly 3 chains, to the point 
of commencement.

Proposed resumption of Presbyterian Burial Ground at Seaham.
Department of Lands, Sydney, 2 October, 1885.

It is hereby notified for public information that, in accordance with the provisions of the 105th section of 
the Crown Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of the Presbyterian Burial Ground 
at Seaham, hereunder described, with a view to tho laud being included in an area proposed to be dedi
cated ns a site for General Cemetery at that place.
[Ms. 85-18-856]

64—

JAMES S, PARNELL.
Description.
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Descbiptioit.

_ 1 acre, county of Durham, parish of Seaham, town of Seaham. Commencing on the southern side 
of Siuclair-street at a point where the western side of Grape-strcct meets it; and bounded thence on the 
north by Sinclair-strcct, bearing west 5 chains ; on the west by a line bearing sonth 2 chains ; and on the 
south by a line bearing east 5 chains to Grape-street; and on the cast by that street bearing north 2 
chains, to the point of commencement.

PnOPOSEU nESTnEPTION OP THE PeBMATTES-T AND TeMPOBARY CoMSIOKS AT MrSCUEBROOE.

_ _ Department of Lands, Sydney, 6 October, 1885.
It is hereby notified for public information that, in accordance with the provisions of the 105th section of 
the Crown Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revolce the dedication and reservation of the Permanent 
and Temporary Commons at Musclebrook, hereunder described, with a view to the alienation of the land, 
a Common in lieu thereof having been purchased by the; Crown.
[Ms. 85-19,259] ------- JAMES S. EA KNELL.

Descriptions."
Permanent Common, Musclebrook, dedicated 25th August, 1865.

_ County of Durham, parish of Rowan, area 1,187 acres: Commencing on the south boundary of 
portion T7o. 19, parish of Russell, at a point bearing westerly and distant G chains 60 lints from its south
east corner; bounded thence on the north by a line partly part of the south boundary of that portion and 
the south boundaries of portions Nos. 21 and 17, same parish, hearing south 89 degrees 27 minutes west 
73 chains 40 links; thence on the west by the east boundary of IT. Dumaresq’s portion of 680 acres, 
parish of Rowan, bearing south 50 minutes east 162 chains 55 links to the north boundary of Musclebrook 
Temporary Common, notified loth November, 1867 ; thence on the south by part of that north boundary 
east to the north-east corner of the Common; thence on the east by a line partly forming the west 
boundary of portion No. 13 bearing north 1 degree west, to the point of commencement,—shown on plan 
catalogued D. 147-1,557, Surveyor-General’s Office.

Temporary Common, Musclebrook, notified 15th November, 1867.
County of Durham, parish of Rowan, area 1,321 acres, near Musclebrook: Commencing on the 

western boundary of E. Sparke’s 2,000 acres, at the north-eastern corner of G. Bowman’s 603 acres ; 
and bounded thence on the south by a line partly forming the northern boundaries of that land and G. 
Bowman’s 614 acres bearing west 1 degree 3 minutes north 159 chains 80 links; on the west by a line 
bearing north 39 degrees east 1 chain 63 links to the south-eastern comer of E. S. Dumaresq’s 837 acres, 
and by the eastern boundary of that land bearing north 15 minutes cast 80 chains 52 links ; on the north 
by part of the southern boundary of H. Dumaresq’s 2,180 acres and the southern boundary of H. 
Dumaresq’s 680 acres, bearing east 45 minutes north 84 chains 58 links to the south-eastern comer of 
the last-mentioned land; and thence by aline bearing east to its intersection noth the northerly prolonga
tion of the western boundary of E. Sparke’s 2,000 acres aforesaid ; and on the east by that prolongation 
and part of that boundary, being in all a line hearing south 1 degree east, to the point of commencement.

Proposed resumption of part op the Candelo Recreation Reserve and dedication as a Site for

Court-house.

_ Department of Lands, Sydney, 6 October, 1885.
It is hereby notified for public information that, in accordance with the provisions of the 105th section of 
the Crown Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of that part of the Recreation 
Reserve at Candelo hereunder described, with a view to the land being dedicated as a site for Court
house.
[Ms. 85-19,258] -------- JAMES S. EARNELL.

Description.

County of Auckland, parish of Candelo, town of Candelo, being section No. 31, area 2 acres 1 
rood 39 perches, exclusive of road; Commencing at the intersection of the south side of Queen-street 
with the east side of "William-street; thence bounded on tbe west by that side of "William-street bearing 
soutli 6 chains to the north side of Gordon-street; thence on the south by that side of Gordon-street 
bearing easterly 5 chains to the west side of Bega-street; thence on the east by that side of Bega-street 
bearing north 6 chains to tho south side of Queen-street aforementioned; and thence on the north by 
that side of Queen-street bearing west 5 chains, to the point of commencement,—but exclusive of the road 
1 chain wide from Bombala to Merrimbula.

Plan catalogued C 11-1,906, Surveyor-General’s Office.

Proposed resumption of Cemetery at Juoiong.
_ _ Department of Lands, Sydney, 6 October, 1885.

It is hereby notified for public information that, in accordance with the provisions of tho 105th section 
of the Crown Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of the Ccmcteiy at Jugiong, 
dedicated on the 7th January, 1879, and hereunder described, it being intended to dedicate another 
Cemetery in lieu thereof.
[Ms. 85-19,257] . -------- JAMES. S. EARNELL.

Description.
7 acres 2 roods, county of Harden, parish of Jugiong, at Jugiong: Commencing on the eastern 

side of a road 1 chain 50 links wide, at a point bearing south 89 degrees 13 minutes east, and distant 1 
chain and 60 links from the north-eastern comer of portion No. 34 of 22 acres 2 roods 28 perches; and 
bounded thence on the west by that road dividing it from part of that portion bearing south 47 minutes 
west 8 chains; on the south by a line hearing south 89 degrees 13 minutes east 10 chains 38 links; on 
the east by a line bearing north 47 minutes east 8 chains; and on the north by a road 1 chain wide 
dividing it from part of portion No. 33 of 106 acres 2 roods, hearing north 89 degrees 13 minutes west 
10 chains 38 links, to tho point of commencement,—exclusively of the road 1 chain wide passing through 
this land in a southerly direction, the area of which has been deducted from the total area.

Proposed
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Pboposjsd exchange of Tows' Ha el astd Telegeaph Office Sites at G-ottlburs,

, _ _ _ Department of Dands, Sydney, 30 October, 1885.
It ia hereby notified for public information that, in accordance with the provisions of the 105th section 
of the Crown Lands Act of 1881, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of the Town Hall eite at 
Goulburn, viz., allotment Ho. 16 of section No. 2, containing 1 rood 1 perch, and the reservation of the 
Telegraph Office site at that place, being allotment No. 14 of section No. 2, containing 1 rood, with a view 
to the first-mentioned allotment being reserved for Post and Telegraph Office site, and the latter dedicated 
for Town Hall site.
[Ms. 85-20,878] JOSEPH P. ABBOTT.

Proposed resuhttion of Cemetery at Marulak, ajtd appropriation for Police Purposes.

_ _ Department of Lands, Sydney, 30 October, 1885.
It is hereby notified for public information that, in accordance with the provisions of the 105th section 
of the Crown Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of the General Cemetery at 
Marulan, hereunder described, witli a view to the land being set apart for Police purposes.
[Ms. 85-20,879] .. JOSEPH P. ABBOTT.

Description.

8 acres, county of Argyle, parish of Marulan, at Marulan: Commencing on tho southern side of a 
road 1 chain wide, at a point distant 1 chain south from the south-eastern comer of a measured portion 
of 100 acres; and hounded thence on tbe north by that road dividing it from part of that portion bearing 
west 8 chains; on tlio wcst by a line bearing south 10 chains; on the south by a line hearing east 8 chains; 
and on the cast by a line hearing north 10 chains, to the point of commencement.

[3AJ Sydney ; Thomas Richards, Covcrntnent Printer.—1S85.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

CEOWN LANDS.
(GAZETTE NOTICES OF INTENDED DEDICATION OF CERTAIN LANDS UNDER

No. 19.)
IOoth SECTION OF IS VIC.

ftrcseittcj) to thu-lkmcnt, intrsuatit to JUt 4$ 13ic. ito. 1$, stc. 105.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 31st December, 18S5.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF NATIONAL SCHOOL 
SITE AT JEWNEE AND DEDICATION FOR 
PUBLIC SCHOOL SITE.

It is hereby notified, for public information, that, in accord
ance with tbe provisions of tbe 103th section of tho Crown 
Lands Act of 1881, it is proposed to revoke tho dedication of 
the National School Site at JewnDe, hereunder described, it. 
being intended to dedicate portion No. 190, also hereunder 
described, as a site for a Public School in lieu thereof.

[Ms. 85-22,18(1] GERALD SPRING.

Descriptions,

Nationai School Site—to be hesujihd.

2 acres. County of Clarendon, parish of Jcwncc, town of 
Jewticoj allotments 1 and 2 of section 30 r Commencing at the 
north-western corner of tho section; and bounded thence on 
the north by Stcphen-atrect easterly 4 chains; on tbe cast by 
aline crossing the lano forming partly the Tvcsfcorn boundaries 
ol allotments 3 and 8, Boutherly, at right angles to Stephen* 
street, 5 chains and SO links to White-street; on the south by 
that street westerly, parallel with Stephen-strect, 4 chains - 
and on tho west by a lino northerly, at right angles to White- 
street, o chains and 30 links, to the point of commencement — 
exclusively of the existing lane, 30 links wide, passing through 
this land in a westerly direction parallel with Stephen-strect 
tho area of which has been deducted from the total area

Public School Site—to be dedicatee.

2 acres 0 roods 1 perch. County of Clarendon, parish of 
Jownec, at JewncD, portion 190: Comtneueing on tho north
western side of rlie rofvd 3 chains wide at the south-eastern 
corner of portion 154 of 20 acres 2 roods 10 perches; and 
bounded thence on tbe south-east by that road dividing it from 
part of portion 191 of 13 acres 3 roods 32 perches bearing 
south 20 degrees 2 minutes west 4 chains 98 links ; on tbe 
south by a hne bearing wests chains 39* links j on the west 
by n hno bearing north 4 chains 4S links ; and on the north 
by part of tbe southern boundary of portion 154 aforesaid 
bearing cast C chains 68 links, to the point of commencement.

173—

Department of Lands,
’ Sydney, 22nd January, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC PARK IN THE 
PARISH OF CONCORD, COUNTS’ OF CUMBER
LAND, AND DEDICATION OF PUBLIC PARK IN 
LIEU THEREOF.

It is hereby notified, for public information, that, in accord- 
aneo with tho provisions of the 105th section of tho Crown 
Lauds Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke tho dedication of 
the Public Park in tho parish of Concord, county of Cumber
land, dedicated on the 7th January, 1879, and heroundet 
described, with a view to the dedication in lieu thereof of an 
area of 66 acres 2 roods 15 perches, also hereunder described. 

[Ms. 86-987] GERALD SPRING.

DE30EIPTIONB,

For Resumption.

County of Cumberland, parish of Concord, area 17 acres 0 
roods 12 J- perches : Commencing on the north side of tho 
Parramatta Road, at the south-west comer of the Longbottom 
Pound site; and bounded thence by that side of that road, 
being lines bearing south 87 degrees 40 minutes west 13 chains 
53 links, and north 86 degrees 35 minutes west 1 chain 15 
links to the south-east corner of the Wesleyan Church laud; 
thence by the cast boundary of that land bearing north 2 
chains 6 links; thence by the north boundary of that land 
bearing west 1 chain 94J links to tho south-east side of Stockade- 
street, ns resumed 24th November, 1581; thence by that side 
of that street bearing north 20 degrees 11 minutes east 11 
chains 18y(j links to the south-west boundary of Police 
Paddock, as resumed 24th November, 1881; tbenee by that 
boundary of that land bearing soutli 75 degrees 38 minutes 
east 15 chains 5-A- links to the west boundary of Dr. Harris’ 
1,600 acres; thence by that boundary of that land bearing 
south 6 degrees 43 minutes west 6 chains 76 links to the north
east corner of the pound silo aforementioned ; thence by the 
north boundary of that site bearing south 87 degrees 40 
minutes west 85 links ; thence by the west boundary of the 
said pound site bearing south 6 degrees 43 minutes west 1 
chain 60 links, to the point of commencement.

The above was dedicated 7th January, 1879, and is shown on 
plan catalogued L. 21-1,252, in tbe Surveyor General’s Office.
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For Deflieotion,
County of Cumberland, pariah of Concord, area <16 acres

2 roods 15 perches: Commciirinj: on tbe northern side of (be 
Great WoEtern Kond, at tbe south-western corner of (bo Long
bottom Pound site ; and bounded tlienrc on the soutli by that 
side of that road, being lines bearing south 87 degrees 30 minutes 
■west (magnetic) 13 chains 55 ^ lints, and north 8S degrees 
4G minutes 10 seconds west (magnetic) 1 chain 15 links to tbe 
south-eastern corner of allotment Ko. 3, as shown on plan 
catalogued C. 631-730; thence on tho west by tbe eastern 
boundary of that allotment bearing north 12 minutes wesfc 
(magnetic) 2 chains 6 links to its north-eastern corner ; thence 
again on tho south by tho northern boundaries of allotments 
Nos. 3,2, and l,as shown on said plan bearing south 89 degrees 
51 minutes west (magnetic) 1 chain 92 links to tbe south-eastern 
side of Stockade-street; tbenee on the north-west by that side of 
Stockade-street, being linos bearing north 20 degrees 3 minutes
3 seconds east (magnetic) 11 chains 17 links north 16 degrees 17 
minutes east (magneljc) 1 chain 2-,^ links to the north-eastern 
side of Gipps-street; thence on the south-west by that side of 
Gipps-street bearing north 76 degrees 13 minutes 38 seconds west 
(magnetic) 11 chains 74-/TT links; thence again on the north-west 
by a line bearing north 19 degrees 33 minutes 12 seconds east

(magnetic) 9 chains 67-r;, links to the south-west side of Stauley- 
street; thence on tbe norlh-cust by that tide of that street 
bearing south 70 degrees 11 seconds east (magnetic) 9 chains 
54-jij links; tbenee again on tbe north-west by a line bearing 
north 19 degrees 30 minutes east (magnetic) 19 chains ; thonco 
again on the north-east ly lines hearing soutli 70 degrees 30 
minutes cast (magnetic) b chains 25 links, and south 68 degrees 
36 minutes east (magnetic) about 1 chain 00 links to tbe shore 
of Hen and Chicken Bay; tbenee by that shore of that bay 
easterly to tbe north-western corner of Dr. Harris’ 1,500 acres 
grant; tbenee on tile south-east by the north-western boundary 
of that land, being lines bearing soutli 10 degrees 20 minutes 
2 seconds west (magnetic) 22 drains EO^ Jinks, and south 
6 degrees 32 minutes 39 seconds west (magnetic) 11 chninB 
SEA; links to the north-eastern corner of the Longbottom 
Pound site aforementioned; thence again on the south by the 
north boundary of the mid pound rite bearing south 87 degrees 
30 minutes west (magnetic) 85 links to tbo north-west corner 
of Hint land ; and thence again on the south-east by the 
north western boundary of that pound silo bearing soutli G 
degrees 32 minutes 39 seconds west (magnetic) 1 drain 60 links, 
to tire point of commencement,—as shown on plan catalogued 
C. 55-2,063, in the Suneyor Gcneral’a Office.

Sydney : Thonrasltichaids, Cmcnrnroirt rrinter.—13S6
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

CKOWN LANDS ACT OT 1884
(DEDICATION OF CERTAIN LANDS UNDER.)

reamttli to Jtarlijtmtnt, puranaut to JUt 4S 'Qir. ^o, 18, scr. 105.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 5th March, 1886,

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF WATER RESERTE IN 
THE CITY OF BATHURST, AND DEDICATION 
FOR CATTLE SALE YARDS AND PUBLIC 
RECREATION.

It is horeby notified, for public information that, in accord
ance 'vith the provi-ions of the 105th section of tbe Crown 
Lands Act of 1884, it ia proposed to revoke tho dedication of 
tho reserve for water supply m tbe City of Bathurst, hereunder 
described, with a view to a portion thereof, containing 6 acres 
3 roods 39 porches, also described below, being dedicated as a 
site for cattle sale yards ; and tho remainder, 2 acres 0 roods 
23 perches, as defined by description herewith, being dedicated 
for public recreation.

HENRY COPELAND.

Water Reserve proposed to be resumed.
Count}'of Bathurst, parish of Bathurst, City of Bathurst, 

area 8 acres 2 roods 39 perches. Commencing at tho intersec
tion of tbe north-east side of Russell-strcet with the south-east 
side of Achcron-strcet; and bounded thence by that side of 
the latter street bearing north-easterly to the south-west side 
of Howiok-street; thence by that side of that street bearing 
south-easterly to the north-west side of Pearl-street; thence 
by that side of that street bearing south- westerly to the afore
said north-east side of Russell-strcet; and thence by that side 
of that street bearing north-westerly, to the point of commence
ment,—eselusively of Queen Charlotte’s Vale Creek, passing 
through this land, and of tbe two lanes, each 30 links wide, the 
areas of which have been deducted from the total area, being 
section No. 103, as shown on plan catalogued B. 150-824 in tho 
Surveyor General’s Office.

Tho above was dedicated for water supply, 13th March, 1877, 
and vested in the Municipal Council of Bathurst.
[Ms. 80-3,003]

Proposed Cattle Sale Yards.
County of Bathurst, parish of Bathurst, City of Bathurst, 

area 6 acres 3 roods 39 perches. Commencing at the intersec
tion of the south-east side of Aohcron-strset with the north
east side of Russell-strcet; and bounded thence by that side of 
the latter street bearing south 50 degrees 4 minutes east 10 
chains 10 links to tho north-west side of Pearl-strcct; thence 
by that side of that street hearing north 39 degrees 56 minutes 
cast 4 chains 90 links to the left bank of Queen Charlotte's 
Vale Creek; thence by that bank of that creek downwards to 
the south-west side of Howick-strect; thence by that side of 
that street bearing north 50 degrees 4 minutes west 2 chains 
30 links to the south-east side of Acberon-strect aforesaid j and 
thence by that side of that street bearing south 40 degrees 33 
minutes west 10 chains 53 links to the point of commencement, 
being part of section No. 103, as shown on plan catalogued 
B. 25-2,382, in the Surveyor-General’s Office.
[Ms. 86-3,003]

Proposed Reserve for Public Recreation.
County of Bathurst, parish of Bathurst, city of Bathurst, 

area 2 acres 0 roods 23 perches. Commencing at the intersec
tion of the north-west side of Pearl-street with the south-west 
side of Howick-street; and bounded thence by that side of tho- 
latter street bearing north 50 degrees 4 minutes west 6 chains 
30 links to the right hank of Queen Charlotte’s Vale Creek j- 
thence by that bank of that creek upwards to the north-west 
side of Pearl-street aforesaid ; aud thence by that side of that 
street bearing north 39 degrees 66 minutes east 3 chains 82 
links to the point of commencement,—being part of section No. 
103, as shown on plan catalogued B. 25-2,382, in the Sur
veyor-General’s Office. [Ms. 86-3,003]

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 12th March, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF THE PERMANENT 
COMMON AND PART OF THE TEMPORARY 
COMMON AT WALCHA, AND DEDICATION FOR 
PERMANENT COMMON AND PUBLIC RECREA
TION IN LIEU THEREOF.

It is hereby notified, for public information, that in accordance 
with the provisions of the 105th section of the Crown Lands 
Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke tho dedication of the 
Permanent Common at Walcha, and the reservation of that 
part of the Temporary Common at that place, hereunder 
described, with the view to the dedication in lieu thereof of 
806 acres for Permanent Common and 100 acres for public 
recreation, also hereunder described.
[Ms. 86-2,999] HENRY COPELAND.

Permanent Common at Walcha proposed to be resumed.
County of Vernon, parish of Walcha, area about 806 acres. 

Commencing at tbe south-west corner of A. N Bison's 160 
acres ; and hounded thence on part of the east by the west 
boundary of that portion and a line bearing north 21 chains to 
the south-west corner of portion No. 292; on part of the north 
by a line partly forming the south boundary of portion No. 
293 of 42 acres 3 roods bearing north 89 degrees 43 minutes 
west 16 chains 14 links to its south-west corner ; again on the 
east by part of the west boundary of that portion bearing 
north 17 minutes east 11 chains 25 links; on the north by 
a line bearing west 92 chains ; on part of the west by a line 
bearing sonth 5 chains; on the remainder of the north by a line 
bearing west 4 chains; on tbe remainder of the west by a line 
bearing south 72 chains 46 links; on the south by a lino 
bearing east 112 chains 10 links to a point south of the south
west comer of A. Nivison’s 160 acres aforesaid; and on the 
remainder of the east by a line bearing north to that corner, 
the point of commencement.

Dedicated 6th December, 1867.
The Permanent Common proposed to be dedicated this date 

is in lieu of the above.
292—
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Portion of the Temporary Common at Walcha proposed to be 
revoked.

Comity of Vernon, parish of Walcha, area ahont 120 acres. 
That part of the Temporary Common at Walcha, notified l7lh 
January, 1868, within portion No. 118, measured for public' 
recreation, and tho Permanent Common at Walcha, both 
proposed to be dedicated this date.

Plan catalogued N. 133-1,834, Surveyor General’s Office. "
Permanent Common at Walcha proposed to be dedicated.

County of Vernon, parish of Walcha, area 806 acres. Com
mencing at the south-west corner of portion No. 293 of 42 
acres 3 roods; and hounded thence on part of the east by part 
of the west boundary of that portion bearing north If minutes 
east 11 chains 25 links; on part of the north by a line bearing 
west 92 chains ; on part of the west by a line bearing south 5 
chains; again on the north by a hne bearing west 4 chains; 
again on tho west by a line bearing sonth 52 chains 58 links ; 
on part of the south by a line bearing east 35 chains ; on tho 
remainder of the west by a line bearing south 30 chains 25i 
links ; on the south-west by a line hearing south 37 degrees 58 
minutes east 16 chains 6} links; again on the south by a line 
hearing east 30 chains 97 links; again on tho east by a line 
bearing north 23 chains 5 links; on the remainder of the south 
by a line bearing east 38 chains 43 links; again on the east by 
a line bearing north 44 chains 14 links ; again on the north by 
a line bearing west 318 links; on the remainder of the east by 
a line hearing north 22 chains to the south-east comer of

Eortion No. 293 aforesaid; and on the remainder of the north 
y the south boundary of that portion bearing north 89 degrees 

43 minutes west, to the point of commencement, hut exclusive 
of reserved roads, as ehown on plan catalogued N. 133-1,834.

Noth,—The above is in hen of Permanent Common proposed 
to be revoked this day.

Proposed Recreation Reserve at Walcha,
County of Vernon, parish of Walcha, area 100 acres. Com

mencing on a south boundary of the Permanent Common 
'proposed to be dedicated this date, at a point 2 chains east 
“from the east boundary of portion No. 409, E. B. Boulton’s 55 
acres 2 roods; and bounded thence on the west by a line 
bearing south 30 chains 77 links; on the soutli by a line 
bearing cast 32 chains 50 links; on the east by a line bearing 
north 30 chains 77 links ; and on the north by a line hearing 
west 32 chains 50 links, to the point of commencement.

To include portion No. 118.
Plan catalogued N. 133-1,834, Surveyor General’s Office.

Department of Lands,
. . _ . Sydney, 19th March, 1886,

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OP PUBLIC SCHOOL SITE 
AT ROCKY PONDS AND DEDICATION OF 
ANOTHER SITE IN LIEU THEREOF.

It is hereby notified for public information, that, in accord
ance with the provisions of the 105th Section of the Crown 
Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of 
tho Public School site at Rocky Ponds, viz., portion No. 37, in 
the parish of Rocky Ponds, county of Gordon, containing 
2 acres, with a view to an area of 2 acres in the locality 
mentioned, viz., portion No. 46, being dedicated as a site fot 
Pnhlie School in Hen thereof. '
[Ms. 86-4,661.] ' HENRY COPELAND.

Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer,—1880.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OF 1884.
(DEDICATION OF CERTAIN LANDS UNDER.)

3jfrfs.cnf.eb to ilitrliiimenf, pursuant to J\ ct 4S Tlic. 4.to. 18. see. 105.

Department of Lands,
Sjfdncv, 13th April, 18ci6.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF PART OF COOK'S 
SQUARE AND PARE; AT EAST MAITLAND AND 

_ DEDICATION AS A SITE FOR GAS WORKS.
It is hereby notified for public information that, in accordance 
with the pro-visions of the lOoth section of the Crown Lands 
Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of that 
part of the Recreation Reserve at East Maitland, known as 
Cook's Square and Park, urea 3 acres 1 rood 36 perches, 
hereunder described, with a view to tbo area mentioned being 
dedicated as a site for Gos Works.
[Me. 86-5,957] HENRY COPELAND.

Dhsckiptiox,
3 acres 1 rood 36 porches, county of Northumberland, parish 

of Maitland, (own of East Maitland : Commencing at the 
intersection of the north-western side of Bank-street with tho 
south-western side of Rous-street;'and bounded thence on tbe 
south-east by Bank-street bearing south 45 degrees 27 minutes 
west 5 chains; on the south-west by a line bearing north 44 
degrees 33 minutes west 5 chains 35 links; on the west by a 
line dividing it from part of T. Boardman’s 27 acres bearing 
north 1 degree 20 minutes cast 3 chains 13 links to Melbourne- 
street; on the north-west by that street bearing north 45 
degrees 20 minutes cuet 2 chains 65-,^ links to Rous-strect; and 
on the north-east by that street bearing south 45 degrees 19 
minutes cast 7 chains 53^ links, to the point of commence
ment.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 13 th April, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL SITE 
AT BURRAGA AND DEDICATION FOR PUBLIC 
SCHOOL SITE IN LIEU THEREOF.

It is hereby notified for public information that, in accordance 
with (.he provisions of the 105th section of the Crown Lands 
Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of the 
Public School Site at Barrage, being portion No. 85 in tbe 
parish of Jeremy, county of Georgiana, containing 2 acres, 
dedicated on the 18th January, 1884, and hereunder described, 
with a view to the dedication of allotment No. 1 of section No. 
25 in the town of Burraga, containing 2 acres, also hereunder 
described, as a site for Public School in lieu thereof.
[Ms. 86-6,501] HENRY COPELAND.

DEsoitimoj'S.
Public School Site proposed to be Dedicated.

2 acres. County of Georgiana, parish of Jeremy, town of 
Burraga, allotment No. 1 of section No. 25 : Commencing at 
a point where the soutli-western side of Burraga-stroet meets 
the western side of Lloyd-strect; and bounded thence on the 
north-east by Burraga-street bearing north 60 degrees 16 
minutes west 3 chains 77^ links ; on the west by the eastern 
boundary of allotment No. 2 bearing south 6 chains 67 liuks to 
Jeremy-etreet; on tho sonth-west by that street bearing south 
69 degrees 16 minutes east 3 chains 77i links to Lloyd-street 
aforesaid; and on the cast by that street bearing north 6 chains 
67 links, to tho point of commencement.

Public School Site proposed to be Resumed.
2 acres. County of Georgiana, parish of Jeremy,at Burraga, 

portion No. 86. Commencing on the southern side of a road 1 
chain wide at a point distant 1 chain south from the south
western corner of portion No. 82 of 100 acres; and bounded 
thence on (he north by that road dividing it from part of that 
portion bearing east 4 oh ains ; on the cast by a western boun
dary of portion No. 86 of 20 acres bearing south 5 chains j on 
the south by a northern boundary of that portion bearing w-est 
4 chains ; and on the west in a line bearing north 5 chains, to 
the point of commencement.

Departments of Lands,
Sydney, 13th April, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF SITE FOR TEMPERANCE 
HALL AT BATHURST AND DEDICATION FOR 
PUBLIC RECREATION.

pr is horeby notified for public information that, in accordance 
with the provisions of the 105th section of the Crown Lands 
Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of the 
Temperance Hall site in the City of Bathurst, area 1 rood 
22 perches, hereunder described, with a view to the area men
tioned being dedicated for Public Recreation.
[Ms. 86-5,958] HENRY COPELAND.

DESOBiriicur.
1 rood 22 perches. County of Bathurst, parish of Bathurst, 

City of Bathurst, part of section No. 88 : Commencing at the 
western corner of the section; and bounded thence on tho 
north-west by the south-eastern building line of Bentwiek- 
street north-easterly 2 chains; on the north-east by a line south
easterly at right angles to Bentwiek-street 1 chain and 64 linke 
to Queen Charlotte’s Yale Creek; thence by that creek upwards 
about 40 chains; on (he south-east by a line south-westerly 
parallel with Bentwiek-street 1 chain and 70 links to Howick- 
strect ; and on the south-west by the building linn of that street 
north-westerly 2 chains, to the point of commencement.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 13th April, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF GENERAL CEMETERY 
AT PORT MACQUARIE AND RESERVATION FROM 

_ SALE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF GRAVES.
It is hereby notified for public information that, in accordance 
with tho provisions of (he 105th section of the Crown Lands 
Act of 1884, it is propsed to revoke the dedication of the 
General Cemetery at Port Macquarie, area 3 acres 10 perches, 
dedicated on the 16th July, 1863, ond hereunder described 
with a view to the area mentioned being reserved from sale for 
the Preservation of Graves. HENRY COPELAND.
[Ms. 86-5,956] --------

Dr:S(':KlJ”HON.
About 3 acres O roods 10 perches, county of Macquarie, 

parish of Macquarie, at Port Macquarie: Commencing on the 
right bank of Kooloonbung Creek at a point where the southern 
side of Gordon-street meets it; and bounded thence on the 
north by that street easterly to Wright’s Creek; thonee by that 
creek downwards to Kooloonbung Creek ; and thence by that 
creek downwards, to the point of commencement.

401-



444



NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS.
OAZETTfilNOTICK SETTING 1'OIITH THE MODE OE DEDICATION OF CERTAIN UNR IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ACT-IS VIC- NO- IS-)

^rcscnict) lo i3iitliamcnt, pnrssHRut to ^-d, 48 “tHr. ^lo, 18.

Departmeut of Lands; Sydney7, 7 May, ISSfi.
PROPOSED RESUMPTION OP CHURCH OR ENGLAND CHURCH SITE AT SOUTH DENILIQDIN.

It is hereby notified, for public information, that, in accordance with the provisions of the 105tli section of 
tho Crown. Lands Act of 1884', it is proposed to revoke the dedication of the Church of England Church 
site at South Deniliquin, viz., allotment No. 3 of section No. 7, area 1 acre, dedicated on the 16th July. 1863, 
and hereunder described, another silo having been dedicated for the same purpose.

HENRY COPELAND.

Desceiption.

1 acre, county of Townsend, parish of South Deniliquin, allotment No. 3 of section No. /. Com
mencing on the north-western side of Butler-street at the southern corner of allotment No. .1 ; and 
hounded thence on the south-east by that- street bearing south-westerly 2 chains; on the south-west by 
the north-eastern boundary-line of allotment No. 4 north-westerly at right angles to Butler-street 5 chains; 
on the north-west by a line north-easterly parallel with Butler-street 2 chains; and on the north-east by 
the south-western boundary-line of allotment No. 2 and the south-western boundary-line of allotment 
No, 1 aforesaid, in all soutli-easterly at right angles to Butler-street 5 chains, to the point of commencement.
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1885-6,

(

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OE 1884
(DEDICATION OE CERTAIN LANDS UNDER.)

$tesenttb iff parliament, yuranant to JjUi 48 ^tr, $o. 18, sec. 105.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 21st May, 188B.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL SITE 
AT SMITHTOWN, AND DEDICATION FOR PUB
LIC SCHOOL SITE AT WEDDIN IN LIEU 
THEREOF.

It is liercEy notified for public information that, in accordance 
with the provisions of the 105th section of the Crown 
Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of 
the public school eite at Smithtown, viz.:—Portion No, 110 in 
the parish of Coba, county of Montcagle, area 2 aorcs, and 
hereunder described, with a view to the dedication in lieu 
thereof of portion No. 124, in the same locality, area 2 acres, 
also hereunder described as a site for Public School at Weddin. 

[Ms, 86-8,736] HENRY COPELAND.

Public School Site pkoeobid to be Resumed.

2 acres, county of Monteagle, parish of Coba, portion No. 110: 
Commencing on tho southern side of a road 1 chain 50 lints 
wide at a point distant 1 chain 60 lints southerly from the 
south-eastern corner of portion No. 64 of 40 acres; and bounded 
thence on tho north by tliat road bearing west 5 chains and 1 
lint, on the west by an eastern boundary of a measured portion 
of 10 acres 2 roods 1 perch bearing south 4 chains, on the 
sonth by a northern boundary of that measured portion bearing 
east 4 chains and 091 links, and on the east by a lino bearing 
northerly 4 chains to the point of commencement.

Public School Site proposed to be Dedicated.

2 acres, county of Monteagle, parish of Coba, at Weddin, 
portion No. 124; Commencing at the most easterly north-eastern 
corner of portion No. 22 of 10 acres; and bounded thence on

the south by a northern boundary of that portion bearing 
west 6 chains 37 linke, on tbe west by tho eastern boundary of 
that portion bearing north 4 chains, on the north by a line 
bearing east 3 chains 70 links, and on the'north-east by lines 
bearing south 23 degrees 3 minutes oast 21 links; and thence 
south 34 degrees 12 minutes east 4 chains 60[ links to the point 
of commencement.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 21st May, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF GENERAL CEMETERY 
AT BOWNA, AND DEDICATION EOR PDBLIC 
PARK. .

It is hereby notified for public information, that, in accord
ance with tho provisions of tho 105th section of the Crown 
Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of tho 
General Cemetery at Bowna, dedicated on the 24th October, 
1882, and hereunder described, with a view to the land being 
dedicated for Public Park.

[Ms. 86-8,730] HENRY COPELAND.

Description.

8 acres 1 rood 8 perches, county of Goulburn, parish of 
Bowna, village of Bowna: Commencing on the northern side 
of' a road 1 chain 50 links wide at a point distent 1 chain 50 
links north from the north-eastern corner of allotment No. 1 of 
section No. 23 j and bounded thence on tbe south by that road 
dividing it from that allotment and from part of allotment 
No. 2 bearing west 10 chains 38 links 5 on the west by a lino 
bearing north 8 chains; on the north by a line bearing east 
10 chains 38 links; and on the east by a line bearing south 8 
chains, lo the point of commencement.

[3d.] 610—
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1885-G.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OR 1884
(DEDICATION OP CERTAIN LANDS UNDER.)

to JjJarltatnent, pursuant to 48 ‘Bic, |to, 18,

Department of Lands,
• Sydnuy, 4tli June, 18S6,

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OP NATIONAL SCHOOL 
SITE AT NARRANDERA AND DEDICATION FOR 
PUBLIC SCHOOL SITE IN LIEU THEREOF.

It ia hereby notified for public information that, in accord
ance with the provisions of tho 105th section of the Crown 
Lands Act of 1884-, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of 
tho National School site in the town of Narrandera, viz.: 
Allotments Nos. 1, 2, 9, and 10 of section 12, area 2 acres, dedi
cated on the 27th July, 1863, and hereunder described, with a 
view to the dedication in lien thereof of allotments Nos. 4, 6, 6, 
and 7 of section 44, area 1 acre 3 roods 86 perches, also here
under described, as a site for Public School.

HENRY COPELAND.

Deschtpii o>:3.

National School Site proposed to be Resawed.
2 acres. County of Cooper, parish of Narrandera, town of 

Narrandera, allotments Nos. 1, 2, 9, and 10 of section 12 : 
Commencing at tbe aonth-western corner of tbe section; and 
bounded thence on the south by Peters-street easterly 4 chains; 
on the east by tbo west boundaries of allotments Nos. 3 and 8, 
being in all a line crossing a lane northerly at right-angles to 
Peters-strcet 5 chains and 30 links to Melboume-slreet; on the 
north by that street westerly parallel with Peters-strcet 4 
chains to Beckham-street j and on the west by that street 
southerly 5 chains and 30 links, to the point of _ commence
ment,—exclusively of the lane 30 links wide passing through 
the middle of this appropriation in an easterly direction, the 
area of which has been deducted from the total area.

Public School Site proposed to be Dedicated,
1 acre 3 roods 36 perches. County of Cooper, parish of 

Narrandera, town of Narrandera, allotments Nos. 4, 6, 6, and 
7 of section No. 44, and lane 30 links wide. Commencing at the 
south-eastern corner of the section ; and hounded thence on the 
east by Adams-slreet northerly 5 chains and 30 links to 
Douglns-street; on the north by that street westerly at right 
angles to Adama-street 3 chains and 72J- links to a lane; on the 
west by that lane southerly parallel with Adams-strcct 5 chains 
and 30 links to Bolton-street; and on the south by that street 
easterly 3 chains and 72^ links, to the point of commencement.

5G7—

■ Department of Lands,
Sydney, 4th Juno, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF SITE FOR MECHANICS’ 
INSTITUTE AT GOSFORD, AND DEDICATION OF 
SITE FOR SCHOOL OF ARTS IN LIEU THEREOF. 

It is hereby notified for public information, that in accord
ance with the provisions of the 105th section of tho Crown 
Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of 
the site for Mechanics’ Institute in tho town of Gosford, viz. 
Allotment No. 21 of section 32, area 2 roods, dedicated on the 
14th October, 1881, and hereunder described, with a view to 
the dedication in lieu thereof of allotment No. 4 of section N o. 
81, area 2 roods, also hereunder described as a site for School 

of Arts.
HENRY COPELAND.

Debcbiptions.

Site for Mechanics’ Institute proposed to be Resumed.

2 roods. County of Northumberland, parish of Gosford, town 
of Gosford, allotment No. 21 of section No. 32: Commencing 
on the northern side of Georgiana Terrace at the sonth-western 
comer of 1 acre appropriated for a Public School; and 
bounded thence on the south by that Terraco westerly 2 chains 
and 60 links; on the west by a line northerly at right angles 
to Georgiana Terrace 2 chains ; on the north by part of the 
southern boundary line of allotment No. 18 easterly, parallel 
with Georgiana Terrace 2 chains and 50 links j and ou the oast 
by the western boundary line of the Crstmentionod land 
southerly at right angles to Georgiana Terrace 2 chains, to the 
point of commencement.

Site for School of Arts proposed (o be Dedicated.

2 roods. County of Northumberland, parish of Gosford, town 
of Gosford, allotment No. 4 of section No. 81: Commencing 
at the intersection of the south side of Georgiana Terrace 
with the west side of Mann-strect; and bounded thence on 
the north by tbe south side of Georgiana Terrace aforesaid 
bearing west 5 chains; on the west by a line bearing south 1 
chain; on the south by a line bearing cast 6 chains to the 
west side of Mann-strect aforesaid; aud on the east by that 
street bearing north, to the point of commencement.
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Department of Lands,
Sydney, 4th June, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OE SITE FOR CATTLE 
MARKET AT GRAFTON, AND APPROPRIATION 
FOR GAOL AND CATTLE MARKET SITES IN 
LIEU THEREOF.

It is hereby notified, for public information, that, in accord
ance with the provisions of the 105th section of the Crown 
Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke tbe dedication 
of the site for cattle mn?kct at Grafton, area 5 acres and 
33 perches, dedicated on the I8th March, 1873, and hereunder 
described, with a view to the reservation of 0 acres 2 roods 3 
perches (including the above area) as a site for gaol, and the 
dedication of 3 acres 2 roods 26 perches, being allotment No. 1 
of section No, 139, as a site for cattle market,

HENRY COPELAND.

Dbscbiftiokb.
Site for Caltlo Market proposed to he Resumed.

6 acres 33 perches. County of Clarence, parish of Great 
Marlow, town of Grafton, Commencing at the intersection of 
the north-western side of Queen-street with the south-western 
side of Arthur-strect; and bounded thence on the north-east . 
by Arthur-street hearing north 64 degrees 53 minutes west 5 
chains 20 links j on the north-west by a line bearing south 1,5 
degrees 7 minutes west 10 chains 2 linke to Hoof-street; on 
the south-west by that street bearing south 64 degrees 63 I

minutes east 5 chains 20 links to Queen-street aforesaid ; and 
on the south-east by that street bearing north 25 degrees 7 
minutes east 10 chains 2 links to the point of commencement.

Site for Gaol proposed to he Reserved.
6 acres 2 roods 3 perches. County of Clarence, parish of 

Great Marlow, town of Grafton, allotment No. 1 of section No. 
118: Commencing at the intersection of tho north-western 
side of Queen-street with the sonth-western side of Arthur- 
street; and hounded thence on tho north-cast by Arthur- 
street bearing north 64 degrees 63 minutes west 9 chains 2 
links; on the west by a line bearing south 1 degree 29 minutes 
cast 11 chains 20 links to Hoof-street; on the south-west by 
that street bearing south 64 degrees 63 minutes cast 4 chains 
to Queen-street aforesaid ; and on the south-east by that street 
bearing north 25 degrees 7 minutes east 10 chains 2 links to 
the point of commencement.

Site for Cattle Market proposed to be Dedicated.
3 acres 2 roods 26 perches. County of Clarence, parish of 

Great Marlow, town of Grafton, allotment No. 1 of section No. 
139, Commencing at the intersection of the north-eastern side 
of Crown-street with the north-western side of Mary-street; 
ond bounded thence on the south-west by Crown-street hearing 
north 64 degrees 54 minutes west 2 chains 91 links; on the 
west by a line bearing north 5 degrees 11 minutes west 6 chains 
80 links to North-street; on the north by that street hearing 
east 7 chains 2 links to Mary-street aforesaid ; and on the 
south-east by that street bearing south 25 degrees 12 minutes 
west 8 chains 86 links to the point of commencement.

[3d.] Sydney: Thomas Itichards, Oovcrumcnt Printer,—1S80.
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1855-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OF 188L
(PROPOSED DEDICATION OF CERTAIN LANDS UNDER.)

■jpregjuteb to parliament, pm-suant to Jlct 48 'Qic. ^lo. 18, sec. 105.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 26tli June, 18S6.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OE PUBLIC SCHOOL SITE 
AT M'DONALD’S HOLE, AND DEDICATION OF 
SCHOOL SITE IN LIEU THEREOF.

It is licreby notified for public information that, in accordance 
with the provisions of the 105th section of the Crown 
Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of 
the Public School Site at M'Donald’s Hole, viz.:—Portion No. 
26, in the parish of Airly, county of Roxburgh, area 2 acres, 
dedicated on the 18th January, 1884, and hereunder described, 
with a view to tho dedication in lieu thereof of an area of 2 
acres, also hereunder described, being portion No. 40 in the 
•ame locality,

HENRY COPELAND.

Descbiptioit s.
Publio School Site to he Resumed.

2 acres. County of Roxburgh, parish of Airly, at M'Donald’s 
Hole, portion No. 26. Commencing at a point distant 5 chains 
80 links south from the north-eastern corner of portion No. 20 
of 40 acres; and bounded thence on the west by part of tho 
eastern boundary of that portion bearing south 6 chains; on 
the south by a line bearing cast 4 chains ; on the east by a line 
bearing north 6 chains; and on the north by a lino bearing 
west 4 chains, to the point of commencement.

Public School Site to be Dedicated.
2 aorcs. County of Roxburgh, parish of Airly, at M'Donald’s 

Hole, portion No. 40. Commencing at the most westerly 
couth-eastern corner of portion No. 41 of 20 acres 20 perches; 
and bounded thence on the west by an eastern boundary of

that portion bearing north 4 chains; on the north by a southern 
boundary of that portion bearing cast 5 chains; on the east by 
a line dividing it from that portion bearing south 4 chains; and 
on the south by a line bearing west 5 chains, to the point of 
commencement.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 25th June, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OE HOSPITAL SITE AT 
MENINDEE.

It is hereby notified, for public information, that, in ac
cordance with the provisions of the 105th Section of the 
Crown Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the 
dedication of the Hospital Site at Menindee, area 4 acres 2 
roods, dedicated on the 6th December, 1867, and hereunder 
described, it being intended to dedicate a more suitable site in 
lieu thereof.

HENRY COPELAND.

Descbiptioit.
County of Menindee, parish of Perry, town of Menindee, 

area 4 acres 2 roods, part of section No. 45 : Commencing at the 
western corner of the section, and bounded thence on tbe 
south-west by Wood-street south-easterly 6 chains to a lane; 
on the south-east by that lane north-easterly at right angles to 
Wood-street, 7 chains 54 links to the River Darling; on the 
east by that river upwards to Sophia-street; on the north-east 
by that street north-westerly 1 chain and 52 links to Yaltolka- 
street; and on the north-west by that street south-westerly 
10 chains to tho point of commencement.

The above was dedicated 6th December, 1867.
Within the Land Board District of Wilcannia.

640-
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OR 1884,
(DEDICATION OE CERTAIN LANDS UNDER.)

fkescntcb to Jjarliitmcut, pursuant to JUt 4S Dir. ^lo. 18, srr,T05,

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 9th July, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF BEGA MARKET RE
SERVE AND DEDICATION EOR SHOW GROUND 
AND PUBLIO RECREATION.

It is hereby notified for public information that, in accordance 
with the provisions of the lOSlli section of the Crown Lands 
Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of tbe 
market reserve at Bcga, area about 17 acres, being section 
No. 49, dedicated on tbo 22nd November, 1870, and hereunder 
described, with a view to tbe dedication in lieu thereof of allot
ment No. 1 of section No. 49, area 8i acres, for Show Ground 
for the use of the Bega Agricultural, Pastoral, and Hortieultnra! 
Society, and allotment No. 2 of the same section, area about 7 
acres 2 roods 22 perches, for Public Recreation.

HENRY COPELAND.

DEsoHirnoNa. .
Market Reserve, proposed to bo Resumed.

About 17 acres. County of Auckland, parish of Regs, at 
Bega, section No. 49. Commencing at the intersection of the 
southern side of Upper-street with the eastern side of Parkcr- 
street; and bounded thence on the north by Upper-street 
bearing soutli 89 degrees 35 minutes 30 seconds east 17 chains 
18 links to East-street j on the east by that street bearing 
south 1 degree 9 minutes west 10 chains S-jV links; on tho 
south by the northern boundary of R. Tooth’s portion No, 83 
of 38 acres bearing north 89 degrees 25 minutes 30 seconds 
west 17 chains 18 links to Parker-street; and on the west by 
that street bearing about north 1 degree 9 minutes east 10 
chains 6 links, to tho point of commencement.

Show Ground, proposed to be Dedicated.
8 acres 3 roods. County of Auckland, parish of Bega, at Bega. 

Allotment No. 1 of section No. 49. Commencing at the inter
section of the southern side of Upper-street with the western 
side of East-street; ond bounded thence on the north by 
Upper-street bearing north 89 degrees 25 minutes 30 seconds 
west 9 chains 18 links • on the west by a line bearing south 
1 degree 9 minutes west 10 chains E£ Links ; on tbe sonth by 
part of tho northern boundary of R. Tooth’s portion No. 83 of 
88 acres bearing south 89 degrees 35 minutes 30 seconds east 
9 chains 18 links to East-street; and on the oast by that street 
bearing north 1 degrceO minutes east 10 chains S-J; links, to the 
point of commencemont,—exclusively of a road 50 links wide 
passing through this land along the southern boundary, the area 
of which has been deducted from the total area.

701—

Recreation Reserve, proposed to be Dedicated.
About 7 acres 2 roods 23 perches. County of Auckland, 

parish of Bega, at Bega, allotment No. 2 of section No. 49. 
Commencing at the intersection of the southern side of Upper- 
street with the eastern side of Parker-street; and bounded 
thence on tho north by Upper-street bearing south 89 degrees 
35 minutes 30 seconds cast 8 ehnins ; on the eastbj the western 
boundary ofallotmentNo.l bearingsouthl degree9minutes west 
lOehains 5£ links; on the south by part of the northern boundary 
of R. L. Tooth’s portion No. 83 of 38 acres bearing north 89 
degrees 25 minutes 30 seconds west 8 chains to Parker-street; 
and on the west by that street bearing about north 1 degree 9 
minutes east 10 chains 5 links, to the point of commencement,— 
exclusively of a road 60 links wide passing through this land 
along the southern boundary, the area of which has been 
deducted from the total area.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 9th July, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL SITE 
AT CHAUCER.

It ia hereby notified for public information, that, in accord
ance with the provisions of the 105th section of the Crown 
Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of 
the Public School Site at Chancer, viz., portion No. 68 in tho 
parish of Chaucer, county of Bathurst, area 2 acres, dedicated 
on the 11th July, 1884, and hereunder described, another 
school site in the same locality having been secured.

HENRY COPELAND.

DiSCEIl'TION-.
County of Bathurst, parish of Chaueer, portion No. 68, 

area 2 acres; Commencing on the south-western side of tho 
road 1 chain 60 links wide from Canowindra to Careoar 
at the most westerly north-eastern comer of portion No. 
69 of 20 acres, being a point bearing south 46 degrees 38 
minutes east, and distant 6 chains 37$ links from the 
northern end of the eastern boundary of portion No. 34 
of 64ft acres; and bounded thence on the north-east by 
that road dividing it from part of portion No. 25 of 
320 acres bearing south 46 degrees 38 minutes east 6 chains 
and 60i links ; on the east by a western boundary of portion 
No. 69 aforesaid bearing south 3 chains and 11 links ; on the 
south by the northern boundary of that portion bearing west 
4 chains; and on tho west by an eastern boundary of that 
portion bearing north 6 chains and 89 links, to the point of 
commencement, f
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Department of Lands,
Sydney, 9tli July, 1895.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF PARTS OF THE 
WTLBERFORCE COMMON.

It is hereby notified for public information that, in accord
ance with the provisions of the 105th section of the Crown 
Lands Act of 1831, it is proposed to resume the portions of the 
Wilberforce Common, area about 2,100 acres and 3,200 acres 
respectively, in the county of Cook, parish of Wilberforce, 
hereunder described, with a view to the alienation of the areas 
in question. •

HENRY COPELAND.

. DESOEIETION’S.
County of Cook, parish of Wilberforce, area about 2,190 

acres : Commencing on the left bank of the Hawkesbury River, 
at the northern corner of Wm. Burgess' 50 acres; and bounded 
thence on the south-east by the north-western boundary of 
that portion end its continuation bearing south-westerly to 
the nortli-eastern corner of Wm. Hopkins' 84 acres ; t,hence 
by the northern boundary of that, 34 acres bearing westerly 
to north eastern boundary of D. Brown’s 90 acres; thence by 
part, of that boundary north-westerly to the north-eastern 
corner of that 90 acres ; thence on the south-east by the 
north-western boundary of that portion bearing south-westerly 
to its north-western corner; thence by the south-western 
boundary of the portion bearing sonth-easlerfv to the north
eastern corner of W. Wairing's 30 acres; thence by the 
north-western boundaries of Wairing’s 30 acres aforesaid, F. 
Fowkes’ 30 acres, and James Baker’s 30 acres bearing south
westerly to the north-eastern boundary of D. Dunstau’s 100 
acres; thence by part of that north-eastern boundary bearing 
north-westerly to the north-eastern corner of the portion; thence 
on the west by a line bearing north about 105 chains ; thence 
on the south by a line bearing west about 68 chains to Currency 
Creek ; thence by that creek downwards in a north-easterly 
direction about 50 chains: thence by a line bearing north
easterly about 28 chains to the southern boundary of William 
.Halls 1,210 acres; thence on the north by a line partly form
ing the south boundary of that 1,280 acres mid Inc south 
boundaries of portion No. 20 of 1 acre 1 rood 4 pi-rehes, and 
psrtion No. 19, Thos. Kemp's -10 acres, exclusive of road, 
bearing castcily to the north-western corner of John Howe's 
1O0 acres; thence by a line forming the western boundaries of 
that 100 acres, James Davison’s 100 acres, and Owen 
Cavanagh’s 100 acres bearing southerly to the south-western 
corner of the last-named portion; thenco by the south boun
dary of Cavanagh’s 100 acres bearing easterly to the left bank 
of the Hawkesbury River aforesaid ; aud thence by that bank 
of that river upwards, to the point of commencement.

County of Cook, parish of Wilberforce, area about 3,200 
acres : Commencing at the north-west comer of W. Singleton’s 
92 acres grant; and bounded thence on the south-east by the 
north-west boundary of the grant bearing north-easterly to its 
north-east cornel-; thence on the west by part of the east 
boundary of the said grant bearing southerly to the north-west 
corner of Henry Bnidain’a 100 acres; thence again on the 
south-east by a line partly forming the north-west boundaries 
of Henry Baldwin’s 100 acres aforesaid, Thomas Cosport’s 100 
acres, Thomas Reily’s 100 acres, and E. Reynold’s 30 acres 
bearing north-easterly to the nerlh-west corner of J. Cobcroft’s 
50 acres ; thence by the north-western boundary of that 50 
acres and its north-easterly continuation bearing north-easterly 
to the west boundary of M. Lock’s 50 acres ; thence by a line 
partly forming the south-west boundary of II. Leek’s 30 acres 
bearing north-westerly to the nor'h-west corner of the portion ; 
thence by the north-west boundary of that 30 acre? bearing

north-easterly to its north-east corner; thence on the oast by a 
lino bearing north to Currency Creek; thence by that creek 
downwards in a north-easterly direction to a point due south of 
the south-east corner of John Buokland’s 6W acres ; thence 
again on the east by a line bearing north to that, corner; thence 
on the north by a line partly forming the southern boundaries 
of John Buckland’s 610 acres aforesaid and portion No. -J- of 
40 acres bearing westerly to the north-east corner of J. R, 
Hatfield's 50 acres grant; and thence on tho west by a lino 
partly forming the eastern boundaries of that 50 acres grant, 
D. Sweeney's 40 acres, the Benevolent Society's 500 acres 
grant, G-. Yeoman’s 60 acres, T. Gosport’s 60 acres, T. W. 
Farr's 100 aeres, H. Baldwin’s 100 acres, and M. Reily’s 100 
acres grant bearing southerly, to the point of commencement.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 9th July, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION AND RE-DEDIOATION OF 
RECREATION RESERYE TN THE VILLAGE OF 
WEEKIfS, BELLINGER R1YER.

It is hereby notified for public information that, in accord
ance with the provisions of the 105th section ef the Crown 
Lands Act of 1834, it is proposed to revoke and re-dedieato 
for public recreation allotment No. 4 of section No. 5, in the 
village of Weekos, Bellinger River, area 4 acres, and hereunder 
described, an amended plan of the allotment in question having 
been furnished.

HENRY COPELAND.

DtscEiriTOX ion ResTJAtriioy os’ Dedicated Recreation 
Geoxtnd, 'Village of Weekf.s,

County of Raleigh, parish of South Beltiagcn, area 4 acres : 
Commencing at the south-west corner of allotment No. 3 of 2 
acres O roods 2 perches, section No. 5 ; and bounded thence on 
the south-west by a line bearing north 09 degrees 57 minutes 
west 4 chains 53 links ; thence on the west by a line bearing 
north 10 chains 75 links ; thence on the north by a line bearing 
east about 104 links to the nortli arm of the Bellinser River; 
1 bonne by that river downwards to (lie north-west corner of 
allotment No. 3 aforesaid ; and thence by the west boundary of 
that allotment bearing south 1 degree 45 minutes east 7 chains 
55 links, to the point of commencement,—to include allotment 
No. 4- of sect-ion 5, as shown on plan eatnlogucd M. 10-1,834b, 
Surveyor General’s Office.

The above was dedicated 29th July, 1884.

Deschittion tor Dedication tor a Public Recreation 
Ground, Village or Weekes.

County of Raleigh, paiish of South Bollingeii, area 4 acres. 
Tho Crown Lands within the following boundaries i Com
mencing on the right bank of the north arm of the Bollingen 
River at the north-western corner of allotment No. 3 of 2 acres 
0 roods 3 perches ; bounded thence on the east by (ho western 
boundary of that allotnu-nt bearing south 7 minutes cast 7 
ehaiiii 31 links to a 1-chain road from Bovtliarbour to Kempsey ; 
on the south-west by a north-eastern side of that road bearing 
north 68 degrees 12 minutes west 4 chains 87 links; on the 
west by a road 1 chain wide dividing it from part of Ales. 
Nicholson’s (now F. Bennett's) portion No. 33 bearing north 
30 minutes east 10 chains 75 links ; on the north by a line 
bearing souhli 89 degrees 80 minutes east 1 chain 4 links to the 
right bank of the north arm of the Bellingcn River aforesaid ; 
on the north-east by that bank downwards, to tho point of 
commencement,—to include allotment No. 4 of section No. 5, 
as shown on plan catalogued R. 3-2,378, Surveyor General's 

! Olliue.

nw.j
Sydney ; Thomas Richards, flovormnent Printer. —liVo.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT OF 1884
(PROPOSED DEDICATION OP CERTAIN LANDS UNDER.)

flreseittfb to parliament, pursuant to JLt 48 Pic. J[o. 18, sec. 105.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 23rd July, I8S6.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF WESLEYAN CHURCH 
SITE AT COPELAND, AND DEDICATION IN LIEU 
THEREOF FOR THE SAME PURPOSE, AND FOR 
HOSPITAL SITE.

It is hereby notified for public information, that in accord
ance with the provisions nf the 105th section of 'ho Crown 
Lands Act of 1S64, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of 
the site for Wesleyan Church at Copeland, viz., allotment No. 
5 of section No, 5, area 1 rood 30 perches, dedicated on tho 2]st 
April, 1880, and hereunder described, with a view to the dedi
cation in lieu thereof of allotment No. 3 of section No. 10 for 
the same purpose, and allotments Nos. 4 and 5 of section 
No. 5 as a site for Hospital.

HENRY COPELAND.

Descmptions.
Site for Westoyan Church, proposed to be Resumed.

1 rood 30 perches. County of Gloucester, parish of Bindera* 
village of Copeland, allotment No. 5 of section No. & : Com
mencing on the western side of Yistn-strcet, at tho couth- 
custom comer of allotment No. 4 ; and bounded thence on the 
east by that street bearing south 1 chain 29 links; on the 
south by part of tho norlhorn boundary of portion G.L. 99 
of 3 acres bearing south 82 degrees 39 minutes west 1 chain 
and 4 links; on the west by part of the eastern boundary of 
portion G.L. 47 of 3 acres bearing north 7 degrees 24 
minutes west 75 links; again on the south by part of the 
northern boundary of that portion bearing soul h 82 degrees 3G 
minutes west 2 chains 52 links; on the north-west by Bowman- 
street bearing nortli 30 degrees east 1 chain and 98^ links ; and 
on the north-east by the south-western boundary of allotment 
No. 4 aforesaid bearing south 75 degrees east 2 chains and 73 
links, to the point of commencement.

Site for Wesleyan Church, proposed to be Dedicated.
1 rood 26 perches. County of Gloucester, parish of Bindera, 

village of Copeland, allotment No. 3 of section No. 10 : Com
mencing on the south-eastern side of Copelaud-street, at the 
south-western corner of allotment No. 4; and bounded thAnce 
on the north-east by the south-western boundary of that allot
ment hearing south 72 degrees 8 minutes east 4 chains and 14 
links ; on the south-east by a line bearing south 17 degrees 43 
minutes west 1 chain ; on the south-west by the north-eastern 
boundary of allotment No. 2 bearing north 72 degrees 8 
minutes west 4 chains and U>i links ; and on (he north-west 
by Copelaud-street aforesaid bearing north 10 degrees 4 minutes 
east 1 chain, to the point of commencement.

Site for Hospital, proposed to be Dedicated.
2 roods 28 perches. County of Gloucester, parish of Bindera, 

village of Copeland, allotments Nos. 4 and 5 of section No. 5 : 
Commencing on Ihe western side of Yista-stroet, at the south- 
cistern comer of altotinent NO. 3 ; and bounded thence on the

739—

east by that street bearing south 2 chains and 29 links ; on the 
soulh-east by a line bearing south 82 degrees 39 minules west 1 
chain 4 links; on the somh-west by a line bearing north 7 de
grees 24 minules west 75 links ; again on the routh-eust by a 
line bearing south 82 degrees 36 minutes west 2 chains and 52 
links; on the north-west by Bowman-street bearing north 30 
degrees east. 2 chains and h8( links : and on the north-east by 
the soutli-w-stern boundary of allotment No. 3 aforesaid 
bearing south 75 degrees cast 2 chains and 21 links, to the 
point of commencement.

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 23rd July, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL SITE 
IN THE PARISH OF GOOD GOOD, COUNTY OF 
BERESFORD, AND DEDICATION FOR THE SAME 
PURPOSE IN LIEU THEREOF.

It is hereby notified for public information that, in accord
ance with tbe provisions of the 105th section of the Crown 
Lands Act of 1884, it, is proposed to revoke the dedication of the 
Public School site in the parish of Bercsford, area 2 acres, being 
portion No. 21, dedicated on tho 12t:h November, 1884, and 
hereunder described, with a view to lire dedication in lieu 
thereof of 2 acres in the same locality, viz,, portion No. 38, as a 
site for Public School, at Cowra Creek.

HENRY COPELAND.

Descbiptioj-s.
Public School Site, proposed to bo Resumed,

2 acres. County of Beresford, parish of Good Good, portion 
No. 21: Commencing on the eastern bank of Cowra .Peak 
Creek, at the south-western corner of portion No, 12 of 40 
acres ; and bounded t hence on the north by part of the southern 
boundary of that portion bearing east 3 chains and 49f links ; 
on the east by a lino bearing south & chains and 22 links ; on 
the south by a line bearing west 4 chains and 24£ links to the 
aforesaid creek ; and on tho west by that creek northerly, 
to the point of commencement.

Public School Site, proposed to be Dedicated.
2 acres. County of Beresford, parish of Good Good, at Cowra 

Creek, portion No. 38 : Commencing at a point bearing about 
north 7 degrees 17 minutes west, aud distant 40 chains 77 links 
from tbe north-eastern corner of portion No. 17 of 40 acres, parish 
of Rose Valley; and bounded thence on the south by a line bear
ing west 5 chains 6 links; on tho West by lines dividing it from 
portion No. 39 of S acres, bearing north 5 chains 29 links east 
73 links; and thence about north 27 degress east 75 links to tho 
left bank of Cowra Creek ; on tho north by that creek upwards 
to a point bearing north 28 degrees 7 minutes west from the 
point of commencement; and on the north-east by a lino 
bearing south 23 degrees 7 minutes cast about C chains GO 
link's to thkl point.
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Department of Lands,
Sydney, 23rd July, 1886.

PEOPOSED BESUMPTION OE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL SITE AT KANDWICK AND EESERYA- 
TION FOR TRAMWAY PURPOSES.

It is Lereljy notified for pnhlic information that, in accord
ance with the provisions of the 105th section of the Crown 
Lands Act of 188+, it is proposed to revoke the dedication 
of the Roman Catholic School site at Randwick, area 1 
rood 36 perches, situated at the corner of Avoca-street and 
Frenchman’s Road, and hereunder described, with a view to 
the land being reserved for tramway purposes.

HENRY COPELAND.

Dbscbipticw.

1 rood 36 perches. County of Cumberland, parish of Alexan
dria, at Randwick: Commencing at the north-eastern corner 
of A. M'Gce’s 6 acres 3 roods; and bounded thence on the 
south by part of the northern bonndary of that land bearing 
cast 3 chains 7 links; on the cast by the western boundary of 
a measured portion of 3 roods 37 perches bearing north 2 
chains 9i links; on the north-west by a line bearing south 71 
degrees west 3 chains 26 links; and on the west by a line 
bearing south 1 chain 2 links, to the point of commencement.

Department of Lands,
1 Sydney, 23rd July, 1886.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL 
_ SITE AT SIX-MILE SWAMP.

It is hereby notified for public information that, in accord
ance with the provisions of the 105th section of the Crown 
Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of 
tho Public School site at Six-mile Swamp, viz,, portion No. 
82 in the parish of GHenlyon, county of Clive, area 2 acres, 
dedicated on the 3rd May, 1878, and hereunder described, the 
land being no longer required for the purpose for which it was 
dedicated.

HENRY COPELAND.

Description.

2 acres. County of Clive, parish of Glenlyon, portion No. 
82: Commencing on the south-western bank of Ten-mile Creek 
at a point where the western side of a road 1 chain wide dividing 
it from parts of portion No. 29 of 80 acres meets that creek; 
and bounded thence on the cast by that road bearing south 4 
chains and 81 links; on the south-east by a line bearing south 
74 degrees west 2 chains and 69 i links; on tho west by tho 
eastern boundary of portion No. S3 of 6 acres bearing north 
9 chains and 80links to Ten-mile Creek ; and on the north and 
north-east by that creek easterly and south-eastcrlv, to the 
point of commencement. ‘

[3*0 Sydney : Thomas Hichards, Government Printer—1S8G
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS ACT QD 1884.
(DEDICATION OE CERTAIN LANDS UNDER.)

' ^rcsjrntib la Jpitvliamcni, pursuant to Jtd 48 ‘Sir. fla, 18, ser. 105.

Department of Lands,
Sjduey, I7th August, 1836.

PROPOSED RESUMPTION AND RE-DEDICATION OF 
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND CEMETERY AT 
JIN GERA.

It is hereby notified for public .information that, in accordance 
with tho provisions of the 105th section of (the Crown 
Lands Act of 1881, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of 
the Church of England Cemetery at Jingera, viz. :—Portion 
£3 in the parish of Rowland, county of Beresford, area 2 acres, 
dedicated on the 29th October, 1880, and hereunder described, 
with a view to its rc-dcdication for the same purpose, an 
amended plan of the land in question having been furnished. 
[Ms. 86-11,901] HENRY COPELAND.

Descrit TICKS.

Church of England Cemetery, proposed to be Resumed.

2 acres. County of Beresford, parish of Rowland, portion 
23 : Commencing at a point bearing about south 81 degrees 
3 minutes east, and distant 13 chains 21 links from the north
eastern comer of portion oof 10 acres, parish of Wnngrah; 
and bounded thence on the west by a line bearing south lehains 
and 48 links j on the south by a line bearing cast 4 chains and 
47 links j on the east by a line bearing north 1 chains and 49 
links ; and on the north by a line bearing west 4 chains and 
47 links, to the point of commencement.

Church of England Cemetery, proposed to bo Dedicated.

2 acres. County of Beresford, parish of Rowland, at Jingera, 
portion 23, Commencing on the south-western side of the road 
1 chain 50 links wide from Cooma to Braidwood, at a point 
bearing north 53 degrees east and distant 41 links from a gum- 
tree marked broad-arrow over 23-52; and bounded thence on 
tho north-cast by that road bearing north 47 degrees 14 minutes 
west 1 chain 8 links, and thence north 70 degrees 4 minutes 
west 3 chains 87i links; on the west by a lino bearing south 5 
chains 36 links; on tho south by a line bearing cast 4 chains 
44J links; and on the east by a lino bearing north 3 chains 30 
links, to the point of commonceinent.

820—

Department of Lands,
Sydney, 17th August, 1886,

PROPOSED RESUMPTION OF EXTENSION TO THE 
PERMANENT’ COMMON AT TAMWORTH, AND 
DEDICATION IN LIEU THEREOF.

It is hereby notified for public information that,’ in accord
ance with tho provisions of the 105th section of the Crown 
Lands Act of 1884, it is proposed to revoke the dedication of 
the extension io the Permanent Common at Tsmworth, area 
1,075 acres, dedicated on the 6th January, 1880, and hereunder 
described, with a view to the dedication in iieu thereof of 1,450 
acres in the same locality, for tho purpose mentioned, tho 
latter area having been found to accord with the survey of tho 
land.
[Ms. 86-14,903] HENRY COPELAND.

Extension to Permanent Common, proposed to bo Resumed,
County of IngHs, parish of Tamworth, area about 1,075 

acres. The Crown Lands within the following boundaries : 
Commencing at the north-east corner of tho Permanent Com
mon at Tamworth, as dedicated on the 22nd October, 1866; 
and bounded thence on part of tho south by the north 
boundary of that common bearing west 140 chains 32 links ; 
thence on part of the east by part of the west boundai’y of the 
permanent common aforesaid bearing south to tho north-east 
corner of portion 67 ; again on the south by a line partly 
forming the north boundaries of that portion and portions 68 
and 69 bearing west to the cast boundary of portion 71; thence 
on part of tho west by part of the east boundary of that 
portion north to its north-east corner ; on the remainder of the 
south by aline partly forming the north boundaries of the last- 
named portion and portions 72, 73, 74, and 75, bearing west to 
the east boundary of George Jenkins’ 612 acres; on the 
remainder of the west by part of tho east boundary of that 
land north to north boundary of the Tamworth population 
reserve, per Census of 1861, being a point due west of the 
south-west corner of portion 59, parish of Woolomol; thence 
on the north by part of that population boundary, being a line 
partly forming the south boundaries of tho last-named portion 
and portions 68 and 67 of same parish, bearing east to a point 
dne north of the point of commencement j and on the remainder 
of tho east by a line south to that point.
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Extension to Permanent Common, proposed to be Dedicated.

County of Inglis, parish of Tamworth, containing an area of 
about 1,450 acres. The Crown Lands within the following 
boundaries: Commencing at the north-east corner of tho 
Permanent Common at Tamworth, os dedicated on the 22nd 
October, 1866; and bounded thence on part of the south by the 
north boundary of that common bearing west 140 chains 55 
ilnhs; thence on part of the east by part of tho west boundary 
of tho permanent common aforesaid, bearing south to the 
north-east comer of portion 67 ; again on the south by a line 
partly forming the north boundaries of that portion and por
tions 68 and 69 bearing west to the east boundary of portion 
71 ; thonoe on part of the west by part of the east boundary 
of that portion north to its north-east corner; on the remain

der of the south by a line partly forming the north boundaries 
of the last-named portion and portions 72, 73, 74, and 75, 
bearing west to the east boundary of Q-eorge Jenkins’ 612 acres; 
on the remainder of the west by part of the east boundary of 
that land north to its north-east corner; theneo by a line bear
ing north 89 degrees 45 minutes east 72 chains and 73 lints to 
the south-west corner of portion 59, parish of Woolomol; 
thence by the south boundary of that portion to its south-east 
corner ; theneo by a line bearing north 89 degrees 43 minutes 
east 54 chains and 32 links to the south-west comer of portion 
68, parish of Woolomol; thence by the south boundaries of 
that portion and portion 67, in the same parish, and their pro
longation due cast, in all 72 chains and 20 links, to a post 
marked broad-arrow over PO over 1880; thence on the east by 
a line south to the point of commencement.

Sydney; Thomas Richards, Government Printer. - 18S6
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CROWN LANDS TITLES AND RESERVATIONS VALIDATION BILL.
(PETITION FROM JOSEPH TABEANT, OF SYDNEY.)

Received by ike Legislative Assembly, SL August, 1880.

To the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled.
The humble Petition of Joseph Tarrant, of No. 100, Castlercagh-street, Sydney, gentleman,— 

Respectfully Showetu :__

. , , . ceJ'taln Company, called the “Redhead Coal-mining Company (Limited),” was duly
entered m 18/d, under the “Com]tames Act of 1874,” with a nominal capital of 15,000 £1 shares paid 

tip on issue to 0s, per snare. 3 r
That in the year 1882 the capital of the said Company was increased to £30,000.

M , , T, rcgister«i shareholders in the said Company, along with the number of shares held by 
each shareholder, are as follows :— *

Shareholders.
Flood, Hon. Edward, M.L.C... 
Brown, Alexander, Pyrmont 
Hutchison, W. A., Sydney .. 
Humphrey, C. H., Bunvood .. 
Ireland, J., Newcastle...
Steel, W. R,, Sydney ... ..
Morris, William, Dr, ... ..
Butchart, J. H. ... ,,
Piddington, W. T., Tamworth
Owen, W. R........................
Stokes, C. F., Newcastle .. 
Sweetland, C., Newcastle .. 
Steel, M., Lambton ... ..
Ramsay, F. B..........................
Wise, G., Tamworth ...
Vickery, E,, Sydney..............
Lewis, M. A., Tamworth ... 
Brown, A. K., Sydney ... 
Executors Alexander Brown ...

Number of Shares
0,300 
5,650 
4,249 
3,700 
2,000 
2,087 
1,333 
1,000 

164 
666 
768 
268 
668 
130 
200 
3C7 
100 
300 
50

___ ,T1‘at ttlc .sai(| Company has for the last thirteen years held under lease from tho Crown over 2,000
Wales ClWn lands’ Wlthm the population area of the city of Newcastle, in the Colony of New South

1 +1 the fa'd ComPany not paid any rent in respect of the said lands for some nine years past 
ana that the rent thereon now due to the Government is about £4,500. V
n„ro , T^t^ough the said lease was granted by the Crown, subject to the express condition that £5 per
moLv Spent Upr th?]landjwlthln the first three years, the said Company has not expended any
money whatever upon the said land. 1 3
same timl^L™^ 011 .f,c l8^ 'Ia>r of November, 1875, upon one and the same day and at the
D i L f ? COn^Tee y Belectf f" the Pm'P0Se of ™ning, other than gold-mining, certain other
lands near ivcw castle, to wit, 4,199 acres of Crown lands.
mndVThif th? s.aid ^omPa,iy obtained grants from the Crown of the same lands in virtue of having 
conditionally selected the same as aforesaid. B

Pn'ltlQrr( 11,e,ingladvi?ed aild 1,eIievillg that the said lands, conditionally selected as 
aforesaid, we illegally selected by the said Company, and that the said Company had no right or title to
of the 18fch dajr.of I)ecember> 1884, to conditionally purchase, for the purposes
ol: minnig, othei than gold-mnung, a certain portion of the said lands. ^ 4

871— That
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That your Petitioner, in order to establish the illegality of the title of the said Company to the said 
lands, and so to obtain the revocation and repealing of the Crown grants as aforesaid, presented a Memorial 
to the Honorable the Attorney-General, ashing him to grant his fiat to the issue of writs of scire acias in 
the name of the Queen, calling upon the said Company to show cause why the said Crown grants should 
not be cancelled and repealed, as it was only by a legal proceeding in the name of the Queen that your 
Petitioner could obtain the repeal or revocation of the said grants.

That your Petitioner obtained the said fiat on entering into an approved bond for the payment of 
all costs and expenses which might be incurred in respect of the said writs.

That the said writs of sci/re facias alleged three grounds for cancelling and repealing the said 
grants:—

1. That the Company, being a Corporation, was not a person within the meaning of the Crown
Lands Acts, and could not conditionally select Crown Lands.

2. That more than one selection had been applied for by the said Company on the same day.
3. That the area of land (four thousand one hundred and ninety acres) conditionally purchased as

aforesaid by the said Company, was in excess of the area allowed by law, videlicet, six 
hundred and forty acres.

That the said writs were duly issued and served on the said Company, who appeared to the same.
That the said Company then applied to the Supreme Court in Banco on the sixteenth and seventeenth 

days of August instant of this year, to set aside and quash the said writs.
That the Supreme Court thereupon refused to set aside the said writs, holding that they had been. 

properly issued, and also that the first ground alleged, as aforesaid, for repealing the said grants, that a 
Corporation is not a person within the meaning of the Crown Lands Acts of 1861 and 1875 was a good 
one, and that on that ground alone (without deciding the other grounds) the grants were bad and ought to 
be cancelled and repealed.

That your Petitioner is aware that a Bill for the validation of certain mineral conditional purchases 
lias since the said decision of the Supreme Court been introduced in your Honorable House.

That your Petitioner has incurred great expense in selecting the said lands, and in prosecuting tho 
said writs of sctVe facias and otherwise.

That your Petitioner has been advised that the said Bill, in its present shape, will entirely deprive 
him of his rights to the said lands now in dispute as aforesaid.

Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays that the said Bill, and more especially the last clause of it, 
which does not protect proceedings already instituted by the Crown (as in the present case) from the 
operation of tho Bill may bo so amended by your Honorable House as to fully preserve to him his rights to 
the lands now in dispute as aforesaid, and so as not to interfere with any proceedings he may take to 
substantiate his claim to the said lands.

And your Petitioner further prays to be allowed to be heard at the Bar of your Honorable House 
by Counsel in support of this Petition.

And your Petitioner will ever pray, ire.
JOSEPH TARBAFT.

[**■]
Sidney: Thomas Ricburdi Government Printer.—189&
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ANNUAL REPORT.

To the Honorable James Pletcher, Esq., M.P., Secretary for Mines, &c., &c.

Sir,
I do myself the honor to submit to you the following Report upon the w'orliing of tho 

Department under your charge, and also upon the progress of Mining and the results of our Mining during 
the year 1885.

As indicating, in some degree, the amount of work performed in this Department, I beg leave to 
submit the following statement:—
Statement or the Number of Papers JIsoisterki} and of -Letters DESPATOHEn in- the various Branches of the

Department of Mines.

Branch. Papers registered. Letters written.

Mines ...........................
PorestB .......................
Babbit....................
Stock ............................
Drills ............................
Public Watering-places
Beads............................
Parks .....................

15,146
10,829
10,194

9,G98
9,290
4,865
3,858
1,031

1M1
3,265
4.059 
3,000 
1,914 
2,147
2.060 

530

64,914 25,382 *

e Jv-dusirc of printed circulars, notices, Ac , Ac.

The number of applications to lease Crown lands for mining purposes during the year 1885 
was 2,059, being an increase of 2S2 as compared with the number of such applications made in 1SS1.

Of the 2,059 applications so made, 320 were for auriferous land, and 1,739 for mineral land.
The number of applications dealt with during 1885 was 1,814, ’which, compared with the number 

dealt with in 1884, shows an increase of 391. 1 have not abated my efforts to reduce the time occupied 
in dealing with such applications: and I am pleased to be able to record the fact that the officers in charge 
have cheerfully seconded my efforts in this direction. This is specially noticeable in regard to the working 
of the Survey and Charting Branches.

Of the 1,814 applications dealt wdth in 3885, 503 were for gold-mining leases, comprising an area 
of 3,S28i acres ; and 1,311 wore for mineral leases, comprising an area of 45,027 acres. The number of 
applications dealt with in 1885 was less by 245 than the number lodged during that year. But, though 
we have not kept pace with the influx of work, it must, 1 think, he conceded that our record of work done 
during the year is creditable.

The area of auriferous land applied for under lease in 1885 is not so great as that applied for in 
1884 by 1,072 acres, but the area of mineral land applied for in 1885 exceeds the area applied for in 1884 
by 11,140 acres.

The following table shows the quantity of land appplied for to lease during the year 1885, and the 
minerals to ho mined for therein:—

Diamonds ........................
Tin and diamonds............
Tin .................................
Tin and bismuth............
Tin, silver, and copper..,.
Tin and silver...............
Silver ...............................
Silver and copper...........
Silver and lead................
Silver, lead, and copper.
Silver and antimony.......
Silver, lead, and bismuth
Copper ............................
Limestone........................
Marble ............................
Wolfram .........................
Antimony........................
Manganese........................
Graphite ........................

a. r. p-
880 0 0

3,310 0 0
3,978 0 1

250 0 0
20 0 0

170 0 0
20,218 0 14

140 0 0
26,981 2 28

580 0 0
202 0 0
900 0 0
240 0 0

SO 0 0
20 0 0
40 0 0

180 0 0
135 0 0

40 0 0
2,012 1 si

60,377 0 Ilf
The
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The increase in"_the area of mineral land applied for ia chiefly due to the applications to lease land
for mining silver and lead ores.

The following table shows the area of land held under application to lease on the 31st December,
1885

a. r. p.
Gold .................................................................. 3,317 2 8
Silver.................................................................. 21,911 0 20
Silver, manganese, cobalt, and, copper.........  120 0 0
Silver, tin, and lead.......................................... 120 0 0
Silver, load, and copper .................................. 152 0 0
Silver and tin .................................................. 535 3 1
Silver and bismuth .......................................... 80 0 0
Silver, copper, and tin ..................................... 120 0 0
Silver and lead........................................   28,560 0 28
Silver, lead, and asbestos.................................. 40 0 0
Silver and antimony ...................................... 40 0 0
Silver and copper.............................................. 932 0 0
Kerosene shale.................................................. 640 0 0
Bismuth .......................................................... 20 0 0
Slate .................................................................. 100 0 0
Coal .................................................................. 1,990 0 0
Manganese ...................................................... 200 0 0
Coal and shale.................................................. 3,722 0 0
Marble.............................................................. 20 0 0
Wolfram .......................................................... 40 0 0
Lead .................................................................. 120 0 0
Graphite .......................................................... 40 0 0
Galena .............................................................. 40 0 0
Limestone......................................................... 620 0 0
Tin..................................................................... 4,790 1 0
Tin and diamonds ......   1,050 0 0
Tin and bismuth.............................................. 120 0 0
Diamonds.......................................................... ' 820 0 0
Copper .............................................................. 540 0 0

69,790 3 17

The aggregate area of Land held under application to lease ou the 31et December, 1885, is greater 
than the area so held on the Slat December, 1S84, by 27,020 acres. This increase is mainly due to the 
quantity of land applied for fo lease for silver and lead miuing.

The following table shows the area of land held under lease, and the minerals to be mined:—

Mineral. Muling' Act,
ISItf.

Mininfj Act Further 
Amendment Act 18S4.

Gold Fields Act, 
1S00.

Crown Ijinda Occu
pation Act, 1361. Total.

a. r. p. ft. r. p. ft, r. p. a. r. p. ft, T. p.
Gold........................................... 3,057 3 391 4 0 0 21 0 4* 30,830 0 3*
Antimony.............................. 220 0 o" 220 0 0

25 0 0 25 0 0
Coal............................................ 2,849 3 0 ............... 4,514 0 0 7,363 3 0
Cobalt......... ............ ................. 40 0 0 40 0 0

1,008 0 34 120 0 0 1,128 0 34
Copper and tin.......................... ' 20 0 0 ‘ 20 0 0

100 0 0 100 0 0
Diamonds................................... 947 0 O 240 0 0 1,187 0 0

20 0 0 20 0 0
Kerosene shale ......................... 640 0 0 640 0 0

85 0 0 85 0 0
Slate..................................... .... 253 3 O 60 0 0 313 3 0

40 0 0 40 0 0
3,970 2 17 ■320 0 0 4,296 2 17

Silver and lead.......................... 9,358 0 27 9,358 0 27
840 0 0 340 0 0
968 0 19 968 0 19

Silver, lead, copper, and tin... 80 O 0 80 0 0
Silver and tin........................... 73 0 34 73 0 34
Silveij lead* and tin.................. 238 0 14 238 0 14
Tin.............. t.............................. 8,307 3 30 87 5 2 17 1,180 0 0 10,363 2 7
Not specified.............................. 20 0 0 137 1 33 157 1 33

*
32,643 3 141 1,519 2 17 21 0 4 6,951 1 33 40,140 3 ZBk

* 2,684 yards river-bed.

The aggregate area of land under lease for mining purposes at the end of 1885 ciceeda the area so 
held at the end of 1884 by 10,638 acres 1 rood 10 perches. The increase is dne to the large area of land 
occupied for the purpose of mining for silver and lead.

The number of applications for authorities under section 28 of the Mining Act to mine under 
reserves received during 1885 was 116, being a decrease as compared with the number in 1884. The 
number of such applications dealt with in 1885 was 207, being less than the number dealt with in 1884 by 216.

The
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Tie following table shows the areas of reserves, &c., comprised in authorities granted under
section 28, during 1885, and the minerals to be mined thereunder:—

Coal ...............
Coal and shale 
Coal, iron, &c.
Tin.................
Silver..............
Silver and load
Copper ...........
Manganese ... 
Gold..............

a. r. p. 
4,102 0 0 

22,659 0 0 
1,280 0 0 

669 0 0 
329 0 0 

11 0 0 
1-90 0 0 

10 0 0 
116 0 0

29,366 0 0
In the bulk of the cases the authorities in respect of the above areas had not actually issued prior 

to 31st December last.
The aggregate area comprised in the authorities granted in 1885 is less by 3,043 acres than in

1884.
The following table shows the areas comprised in authorities issued under section 28, prior to

1885, and still in force, and the minerals to he
Coal ............................
Coal and shale ............
Shale ............................
Tin................................
Copper ........ ...............
Copper and silver......
Limestone..................
BluestonB and gravel
Cobalt and nickel.......
Marble .......................
Gold ...........................

mined thereunder:—
a. r. p. 

81,376 3 0 
11,670 O 0 

8 2 32 
133 2 2 

22 3 12 
2 2 16 

10 O 0 
12 0 0 
45 2 0 

5 0 0 
310 1 21

93,497 1 3

The following table shows the areas comprised in authorities which were in force on 31st Decem
ber, 1885, and the minerals to he mined thereunder:—

Coal................................................
Cool and shale................................
Tin ...............................................
Copper................ ...........................
Copper and silver ........................
Silver ............................................
Stiver and lead ............................
Limestone ....................................
Bhiestone and gravel....................
Cobalt and nickel ........................
Marble............................................
Gold.................. i............................

a. r. p. 
83,737 3 0 
22,149 2 33 

539 2 11 
128 2 34

5 1 28 
302 2 16

7 3 35 
10 0 0 
12 0 0 
45 2 0

6 0 0 
320 3 38

107,265 0 35

The aggregate area held under such authorities in force at the end of 1885 exceeds the area under 
such authorities at the end of 1884 by 9,797a. 3r. OJ-p.

A return of the holdings under the 28th section of the Mining Act to the end of 1884 has been pub
lished in pursuance of an order of the Legislative Assembly.

Tn the months of January, May, and July, of 1885, particulars of gold and mineral leases in force 
in the several mining districts were published in the Government Gazette, and copies thereof forwarded to 
the several "Wardens’ and Registrars’ offices throught the Colony, in order that the public may know 
what lands are so held, and. the conditions attached to such holdings. The Wardens have been urged to 
take steps to report all eases of non-work, and the Inspector of Mines has aided as far as practicable in 
this work. Such encouragement as could bo has been given to miners to report cases in which lessees are 
failing to observe the conditions of their respective leases in regard to the employment of labour, and all 
complaints of non-work have been inquired into with the least possible delay consistent with fairness to 
the lessees.

The foregoing tables do not represent all the land occupied for mining purposes, as they do not 
include holdings under miners’ rights or mineral licenses on Crown Lands, nor the areas mined under 
mineral conditional purchases. There are also large areas of private lands upon which mining operations 
are conducted which are not included in these tables.

GrKOLOGICAL SOBVET.
I cannot speak too highly of the manner in which the Geological Surveyor in charge (C. S. Wil

kinson, Esq., E.G.S., F.L.S.) and the staff under him perform the important duties devolving upon that 
Bruneii of this Department, and the ready and valuable assistance he at all times renders in furthering the 
interests of mining.
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Tlie Geological Surveyor in charge, during the year, inspected various parts of the Colony, includ
ing the Singleton, Molong. Clyde, Forbes, Parkes, Tomingley, Temora, Young, Nundle, and Hanging 
Hock Districts.

An application had been made for boring for water near Singleton, but ou examination of the 
locality the formation was found to consist of shales and sandstones belonging to the lower coal-measures 
in which a supply of good water is not likely to be found; boring operations were, therefore, not 
undertaken. The same description of strata as those of Itix Creek, containing coal-seams and lenticular 
beds of iron ore, occur on the Dnlealmah estate, about 10 miles S,B. from Singleton.

Xn tho Molong District, the silurian sedimentary strata, embracing large beds of marble limestone, 
have been upheaved by masses of porphyritic trap-rock, which appear at the surface, over considerable 
areas. This rock is traversed by numerous lodes of gossan, containing galena, which have been more or 
less extensively prospected, and found to contain both gold and silver, but not as yet in payable quantity. 
Copper Hill, which many years ago was worked for copper, also consists of this trap-roek, the joint fissures 
of which contain irregular masses of earthy carbonates and other ores of copper, sometimes associated with 
quartz, hut not in regular lodes, and therefore the ore, though of rich quality, is difficult to mine for.

The scams of coal and kerosene shale recently discovered at the head of the Clyde crop out in a 
ravine 600 feet deep, which has been eroded through the Hawkesbury sandstone formation and into the 
coal-measures. Two seams have been opened—one 4 feet 9 inches thick, and the other 3 feet—and tho 
coal is of good quality. Tho kerosene shale found is not of commercial value. The coal formation occupies 
a large area in this district, and it is believed that the seams will eventually be worked, and the coal shipped 
either at Jervis Bay or at TJUadulla.

The "Western G old-fields were examined chiefly in connection with the selection of the sites for pros
pecting for deep alluvial gold-deposits. The sites chosen were upon formations which are usually of a gold
hearing character ; but the prospecting operations in no case resulted in the discovery of payable deposits. 
However, good service has been done in that the different sites have been tested once for all.

Mr. "Wilkinson’s report upon the geology of the Nundle and Hanging Bock Gold-field is of much 
inferest, as showing that both the gold-reefing and alluvial resources of the field are far from being fully 
developed. The bed-rock formations are siluro-Devonhm slates and sandstones, serpentine, and intrusive 
diorites, traversed by gold-beariug quartz-reefs, besides containing lodes of chromic iron, manganese, and 
copper. The ancient valleys crossing these formations have been filled with a great thickness of tertiary 
gold-bearing gravels overlaid by basalt. These gravels form the so-called “ cement leads,” which have 
already been profitably worked for gold when water has been available ; but, owing to the drought which 
has prevailed during the last few years, alluvial mining has, with one or two exceptions, been almost at a 
standstill. The Geological Surveyor points out that there is a large extent of the gravel deposits yet to 
he worked, and that water for mining purposes could be brought on to the ground from the eastern falls 
of the Main Dividing Eange, so that the future prospects of this gold-field are encouraging.

The Mining and Geological Museum of the Department has daring the year received many 
additional specimens, both of practical and scientific interest, which are being arranged by the Curator, 
Mr. J. E. Carue. The number of specimens registered is 16,710. It was expected that the Museum would 
have been opened to the general public, but this was found impossible, as Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. Carne 
have had, in addition to the usual departmental work, to prepare the mineral and geological collections for 
the Colonial and Indian Exhibition in London, 1886; also to arrange for the display of the mineral 
exhibits of the private exhibitors, which the Department undertook to do at the request of the New' South 
Wales Commission. The collections well represent our varied mineral resources, and particular attention 
has been given to the minerals of commercial value, especially to those for which efficient methods of 
treatment arc desired. Some of the minerals have been sent in large bulk samples.

Mr. David, Geological Surveyor, has been chiefly engaged upon the completion of the map and 
sections of his geological survey of the Vegetable Creek tin-fields. These, together with his descriptive 
report;, which treats exhaustively of the tin-bearing deposits, both from a geological and also practical 
mining point of view, are now in the printer’s hands, and will shortly be published. Mr. David also 
inspected the country between Byrock and Bourke, and reports that the cretaceous formation, in which 
artesian water is likely to be found, extends for about 27 miles along the railway line, S.E. from Bourke. 
In the neighbourhood of Byrock tho palaeozoic rocks come to the surface and occupy an extensive area, 
and it is probable that within this area gold and other metalliferous deposits will be discovered.

Mr. David has furnished a description of the "YV ombeiau Caves, ivhich will shortly be published as 
a guide-book to these interesting eaves.

The
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Tlie keeper of tkc .Tcnolan Cares reports that the number of visitors during tbo year at tlie eaves 
was 770. To the "Wellington Caves there were a great number of visitors, and to the Wombeian Caves.

Besides numerous mineral samples which miners have submitted to the Geological Survey Branch 
for general report as to value, &c., assays have been made of 1,423 samples, particulars of which are given 
in this report, under the heads of the several minerals.

Miuiyc- Surveys. .
During the year ending December 31st, 1885, 1,702 surveys were made under the supervision of 

the Chief Mining Surveyor (E. P. Pittman, Es<p), comprising 1,172 mineral lease portions, 324 gold
mining leases, 91 mining tenements, 82 mining permits, and 32 tenants3 leases and public-watering places.

■ Twenty-five surveyors were employed, and of these thirteen were paid partly by salary and partly 
by fees, the remainder being paid by fee only. Three surveyors (paid by salary and fees) have been kept 
employed in the Northern, Western, and Southern Districts of the Colony respectively, and I have thus 
been enabled to deal, within a reasonable time with the isolated applications for leases of small areas 
which are being continually made, and which have hitherto caused great delay by reason of their being too 
.scattered to pay surveyors for the time consumed in surveying them.

In the years 1883 and 1884 the numbers of mining surveys made were 620 and 1,188 respectively. 
It will thus he seen that a large and progressive increase has occurred. This is owing to a considerable 
extent to the discovery of silver-bearing lodes at Silverton, Sunny Corner, Emmavillo, Eockley, and other 
places, where the demand for leases of mineral land was so great as to render prompt measurement a 
matter of considerable difficulty.

Towards the end of the year the surveys under the Public Watering-places Act were placed under 
my supervision, and I recommended the appointment of three surveyors (paid partly by salary and partly 
by fee) whose duties are to survey a tenant’s lease and a public watering-place (reserve) at each of the 
tanks or wells recommended by the Chief Inspector of Public Watering-places. By these means areas of 
the most suitable description for leasing under the Act. are being surveyed as rapidly as possible.

The work performed in the Charting Branch during the year cannot fail to be regarded as satis
factory, showing, as it does, a marked improvement upon previous years. Thus, while 1,889 applications 
for gold-mining and mineral leases were received in the Branch during the twelve months, 1,881 were 
charted and finally dealt with, in addition to a large number of miscellaneous papers, the preparation of 
twenty-four parish and gold-field compilations, and the continuous charting of locality maps for the 
Wardens’ Clerks’ Offices.

Tlie following is a list of the maps compiled and published during 1885.
Map of the parishes of Bojd, Bald Is oh, Bloxsome, and part of Severn, in 

tlie Peel and Undla Mining District;.
Map of the parish of Mount Oipps .............."]

Stephen....... .............
,, lievis.........................  j
„ Kobe .........................
„ TJmbern inberka............  |

Moorkaie .................. f Silverton Mining District.
„ Picton.........................  ]
„ Bolairn ......................  j
„ .Alma .........................  j

Bray ........................  |
„ Uomangaldy ................ J
„ parishes of Blair, Purvis, Cranbrook, and Bowman1)
>» Binglii and Silent Grove .................. f Vegetable Creek Diiiriet,
„ _ _ llockvale, Bates, and Rock Glen........ )
„ Bingera Diamond Ificlds.
„ Gold and mineral leases at Upper Bingera.
„ the Newcastle Coal District.
„ parish of Wyaldra, in the ttulgong Gold-field.
„ Gold and mineral leases at Sunny Corner.
„ * Mount Kosciusko and surrounding Range.

Office compilation of gold leases, Black Range Gold-field.
, >, gold leases at Walgett and Irralong, in the Gloucester Gold-field.

•Diagram of car-marks, Forbes District.
The above list does not include locality maps charted up for local offices.

The record of work in this Branch is in the highest degree satisfactory, and reflects great credit 
upon the Chief Mining Surveyor, the Chief Draftsman, and the gentlemen employed under them. In 
view of such results, I feel justified in hoping that the limit of time within which, in my opinion, leases 
should be granted will soon rarely be exceeded except in special cases.

The
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□llowing is a list of Mining Maps in use, showing which have been published, and date of

Parish or Locality. See
Note, County. Mining District. Published.

Paris

Puri

Parisli of Tent Hill. Second edition ..........
Highland Home, „ .....................
Arvid. Second edition...................
Wellington Vale. Second edition 
Slmtlibogie

> One map. Second edition.

■'{

„ North 
Hamilton. _
Scone ,,
CllTO ,,
Herbert „
Muir "I ..Land’s End j nmp........

Dumaresq }
Frazer > One map ..... .
Haystack )
Paradise North 
Wellington „ f One map 
Bandar )
Flagstone..................................................
Straehan ............................................... .

Anderson. Charted Surrey Office, Litho.. .
Clare. Second edition ..........................
Mayo. „ ...........................
Cope’s Creek „ ......................................
Darby ............................................
Swinton ,, ......................................
Aston ...................................................
Tienga.......... ...........................................
Stephen (part of) ..................................
Albert ,t ..................................
Bomangaldy (part of) ) (

f One map <
Bray (part of) J t
Ruby. Second edition^ j'
Wylie 
Maryland 
Marsh „
Corry (part of) ,, 
Hnderdiif ,, 
Cnllendore „ 
Bookookoorara „ 
Annandale „ .
Astley A (one roll)
Athol f „
Hawthorn ( (part of)
Gordon ) ,,

I
| One map.
S’ n

j

Bindora ' Barrington Gold-field,
Telerareo (part of) Gloucester Gold-field
Bootowaa (part of) ................................
Cooloongolok (part of) ..........................
W„g.,(p.»cO j0Mlmdnj .......

Topi (part of) ........................................
}0ne { Captaiu’«

h of Sara (part of) (Tho Gulf) .......................
Wyanbene (part of) | 0ne trftci f
ivrawarce ,> J t

Green Swamp, part of parishes of Eskdale, Mel
rose, and Yetholme.

Solitary Creek, Wattle Flat Gold-field..............
Fart of Barmcdman Gold-field (part of parishes 

Barmedman and Mandamah).
„ Nowendoc Gold-field, Nuggety Gnlly 
„ Muttama „ part of parish of 

Mooney Mooney.
„ Junction Point Gold-field, part of parish 

- of Meglo.
„ Burrangong Gold-field, part of parish of1 

Young.
„ Emu Creek Cold-ficld, part of parish of 

Coba.
Union and Lone Star Reefs, Quart-pot Creek, 

parish of Nulla ma.
Part of Cunglebung Gold-field ..........................

„ Chambignc „ parish of Ermington 
„ Boyd or Little Kncr Gold-field, Perse

verance Reef, tie.
„ Milburn Creek Gold-field, part of parish 

of Dunlcary.
Parish of Cavert (part of) ......................................

„ Mongurlowe (part O0]OnetrMi (
„ Budawang „ ) 6 (.

Yalwal Creek Diggings ..........................................

R

Gough ......
j, ......

,} ......

1) ..... .
S> .......

......

>J ..........
jy *.......
:> ... - -

n .....

„ ......

; J ......

y> .....
>)
y> ......
. j ......

j) ......

„ ......

jf ......
>j .......

Hardinge ...
If
J) ...
11
)J
j, ...
II •*«

Yancowlnna
JJ
l>

B idler ......
J? ..........
,l ......

b *......
ii *.......
> i ...■■■
>y .......

Clive ......
Arrawatta...

f> •
II ■ 1 *

Gough ......
Gloucester .

tl
3 1 1 11
Ip '■*
}} * • * 
n *■*
m * •p

Murray ... .

Gresham .. 
Dumpier ...
Murray.......
Roxburgh...

JJ «'■

Bland 
Hawes ... 
Harden..... .

Q-eorgiana...

Moutcagle...

,, ...

Gresham ,,,

If . n

JJ

Bathurst ...

»J ”'
St. Vincent

New England.

New England, 
Peel, & Urulln.

Peel and Uralla. 

New England ..

Peel and Urulla..

Albert

New England ..

21 Mar., 1884.

3 Nov,, 1883.
„ 1884.

16 Fob., 1884,
7 Feb., 1884.
8 Dec., 1883. 
7 Jan., 1884. 
6 April, 1881.

4 Feb., 1881.

1 Oct., 1881.

9 June, 1881. 
6 April, 1880.

4 Mar., 1884,
30 July,

9 April,
31 July,
15 May,
18 Aug.,
6 Oct.,
6 June,

31 Oct., 1884.

Peel andUralla... 
Hunter & Mae] eay

—Nov., 1884, 
Not published.

5 Dec., 1884.

Not published.

Tumut AAdelong

Peel A Uralla 
Southern .......

Bathurst

Lachlan ......
Peel & Uralla 
Tumut & Adelong

Bathurst ......

Lachlan ......

Clarence & Richmond

Bathurst

Southern
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No. Press. Parish Or Locality. See
Note. County. Mining District. Published.

5 
G
7
8
9

60
1
2
3
4
6

7
8 
9

70
1
2
3
4

5
6
7
8
9

80

1
2
3
4
5

6 
7

Tomingley G-old-ileld (part of) ...........................
Solferino „ ,, parish of Churchill
Mulgunniu „ ,, „ Mulgunnia
Macquarie Eiver Gold-field (part of) ..................
Gulgong Gold-field (part of). Black Lead, &c........

,, parish of Guntawang...

South

Peel River 
.Adelong

J)
Cargo
Black Range Oold-fietd (part ol) | Qne ^rTLi,;[|^. | Nail-canRcef

Ophir Gold-field (part of) ..................................
Nana Creek Gold-field (part of), parish of Bagatva 
Garn Palls (part of), parish of Metz) .
Mitchell’s River ...................................
Village of Cooyal.....................................
Paris]] os of Cobar and Mopone (part of)
Parish of Jingollec (part of) .................
Parishes of Oban, Coventry, and Hall (Paddy’s 

Gully, &c.
Watson's Creek, parish of Hanning 
Pheasant „ „ Moogem
Silverton (torvn of) .........................
Parish of Inverell (part of).............
Tambaroora, Turon River, and Chambers Creek 

Gold-field (part of)
Parish of Tunnahidgce (part of), Turon River 

Gold-field.
Lachlan Gold-field, parish of Jforbes (part of)
Billabong „ (part of) .........................
Sunny Comer, Mitchell’s Creek.....................
Parish of Cowan (part of) ..............................
Peel River Gold-field (part of), parishes of 

Buncowan and Nundle.
Parish of Quidong, &c..............................................
Albert Gold-field, parish of Warratta (part of) ... 
Boyd, Bald Nob, Bloisome, and part of Severn ...
Mount Gipps..................................................
Stephen............. ............................................
Lewis..................................... .......................
Rohe ..............................................................
Umberumberku ..........................................
Moorkaie ................................. ....................
Picton ..........................................................
Bolaini ..........................................................
Alma .............................................................
Bray ..............................................................
Bomangaldy ..............................................
Blain, Puma, Cranbrook, Bowman ...........
Binghi, Silent Grove......................................
Rockvalo, Bates, Rockglcn ...........................
Bingera Diamond Pields .............................
Gold and Mineral Leases at Upper Bingera
Wyaldra (Gulgong Gold-field) ..................
Sunny Corner (temporary map)..................
Gold Leases in the Black Range Gold-field 
Gold Leases at Wangat and Irralong (Gloucester 

Gold-field.
The Newcastle Coal District

R

R

Narromine
Drake ......
Geogiana .. 
Wellington 
Phillip . ..

Parry......
Wynyard

Ashburnham... 
Goulburu .......

3 >
Bathurstfc Wellington
Pitzroy ..........
Sandon ...........
Gough ..........
Phillip ..........
Robinson ......
Goulbum ......
Clarke ..........

Inglis..............
Clive..............
Yaneowinna ...
Gough ..........
Wellington, Rox
burgh, ABathurst

Ashburnham

Roxburgh ... 
Gresham ... 
Parry...........

Mudgee................
New England ...
Bathurst ........
Tambaroora AsTuron 
Mudgee ...........

Peel & Uralla 
Tumut & Adelong

Lachlan ......
Tumut & Adelong

>7 ..........
Bathurst .......
Clarence & Richmond 
Peel A Uralla.

Mudgee .......
Cobor ..........
TurnutA Adelong 
Peel & Uralla

New England ,.
Albert................
Peel & Uralla ,, 

Tunbaroora tTuron.

Lachlan

Wellesley ....
Evelyn ........
Gough ........
Yaneowinna ,

Clive

Murchison 

Phillip .....

Goulburn ..........
Gloucester ......

N ortlmmborland

Bathurst ......
Clarenco & Richmond 
Peel & Uralla

Southern .....
Albert ..........
Peel A Uralla 
Albert ..........

New England

Not published.

Peel & Uralla 

Mudgee...........

Albury ..........
Hunter AMaol eay

Hunter A Macleay

30 Jan., 1885. 
28 Mar, 1885. 
26 May, 1885. 
11 Mar., 1885.
22 July, 1885.
24 June, 1885.
25 Aug., 1885.
28 Sept., 1885. 
11 Nov., 1886. 
10 Dec., „
19 Dec., ,,
30 Dec., „
20 Oct., „
10 Aug., „
23 April, „
13 June, „
25 Feb., „
29 July, „ 
18 Sept., „ 
Not published.

Diamond Drills and "Water Augers,

During the first part of tlie year the drills and augers were worlied under the supervision of Mr. 
W. B. Henderson, hut that gentleman resigned his position in the month of September. Since then they 
have been worked under the supervision of tho Inspector of Mines (Mr. W. II. J. Slee). "When Mr. Slee 
took charge there were twelve drills in the field. Of these, six were boring, four were in difficulties, and 
two wore idle; and one was in the store. Since then eleven drills have been actively engaged in boring. 
The aggregate depth bored during the year was 11,325 feet 11 inches (581 feet 11 inches more than was 
bored ia]1884),atacost to the Department of £9,619 18s. 6d., including wages, diamonds, materials, wear and 
tear, carriage, and other field expenses, but exclusive of office expenses, equal to 16s. llffd. per foot, or of 
£10,8113s. 9d., inclusive of all expenses, equal to 19s. l^d. per foot. The cost to the persons for whom the 
boring was performed was £9,235 13s. Hd., equal to 16s. 3fd. per foot, the Minister having, under the regu
lations, granted reductions upon the prices contracted for to the extent of £406 Gs. 7d. The tabic published 
with the Superintendent’s report shows that the average cost per foot from the 1st January, 1885, to the 
12th September was 17s. 7ftd., and from the 14th September to the end of the year the cost per foot was 
15s. 7!d. The management of these drills under Mr, Slee has been highly satisfactory, and the zeal with

which
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which he has performed hi$ duties is beyond all praise. Ia justice to that gentleman. I trust I shall ho 

pardoned for so far anticipating events as to quote from a report recently furnished showing the result of 

tho operations of the drills for the quarter ending 31st March, 1886. This report shows that the total 

cost of working the drills, including office and all other expenses, for the quarter (except interest on the 

capital invested) was £1,571 18s, 2d., while the earnings of the drills during that period was £1,583 10s. 

lOd. The aggregate depths bored during the quarter was 1,913 feet G inches, consequently the cost to 

the Department was 16s. od., whereas the cost to the public was only 16s. G^d. per foot, which is much 

hclow the price that would have to be paid io private contractors for such work. From these facts it 

may be seen that by means of these drills the work of developing the mineral resources of the Colony is 

being materially aided without cost, or with very trifling cost, to the State, These drills have hitherto 

been chiefly employed in proving the coal-measures, which is an important work, as it is most desirable 

this Colony should retain tho premier position in the export of coal, and that ample provision be made for 

the rapidly increasing demand for coal both at home and abroad, as each new colliery opened affords 

another field for the employment of labour. 1 am. aware it has been urged that the original intention 

was that these drills should be employed iu developing our auriferous and metalliferous deposits, and 

that the working miners, as well as the Colony generally, would be thereby benefited to a greater extent 

than by piercing the coal-measures for capitalists. This may be quite true, hut I think it must also be 

conceded that though collieries must almost necessarily be opened up by capitalists the Colony generally, 

and the operative miners specially, derive advantage from the development of our coal deposits, and that 

up to the present time there are scarcely any known auriferous deposits that could be advantageously 

prospected by means of the diamond drill. For tlie purpose of prospecting deep alluvial leads which 

underlie deposits of basalt, they are specially valuable, and there may, it is to be hoped, yet be found 

employment for them in that description of work, but hitherto there has been no demand for them in 

that direction. For the purpose of prospecting lodes there has been comparatively no demand, and it 

may be questioned whether they would prove a valuable aid in this kind of prospecting, because, though they 

might readily prove the existence of the lode to or at a given depth, the core obtained might afford no 

certain indication of the richness in mineral of the lode pierced.

During the year eleven augers have been employed in the search for water, with the result that 

twenty-five bores have been sunk on stock routes for the Government to an aggregate depth of 3,161 feet 7 

inches, the total cost per foot being £1 18s. Oftd. Thus it will be seen that the aggregate depth bored in 

1885 exceeded the depth bored in 1884, and the cost per foot was less. In four of these bores fresh 

water was obtained, namely : In one bore on the Bourke and 'W’anarring line, at a depth of 427 feet, tho 

quantity being 4,320 gallons per diem ; in two at Goodooga, at 68 feet and 67 feet respectively, the 

quantity in each bore being 21,000 gallons per diem; and in one on the Hay route, from 84 feet to 200 

feet, the quantif y being 3,600 gallons per diem. In addition to these, good stock-water, to tho extent of 

1,440 gallons per diem, was obtained on the Wileaunia route, at 110 feet to 145} feet, and brackish water, 

considered fit for stock, was obtained on the Wilcannia and Silverton route, at 290 feet 293 feet respectively, 

the quantity in each bore being 2,000 gallons per diem; and it was also obtained in a third bore, at 49 feet, 

quantity not reported. Four bores were sunk for private persons, to an aggregate depth of 683 feet, at a 

cost to the Government of 9s. 8}d per foot, and to the persons for "whom they were sunk of 8s. Ijd per 

foot. In four of these bores fresh water was obtained, namely, at 158 feet 9,792 gallons per diem, at 182 

feet 12,672 gallons per diem, at 150 feet 12,000 gallons per diem, and at 173 feet 17,280 gallons per diem. 

These bores are all on the Gorian Station. Tlie tables attached to the Superintendent’s report contain 

interesting details of the work performed by the drills and augers. The water-map contains a largo 

amount of additional information, and will in course of time become a valuable compilation.

The report of the Inspector of Mines gives the number of fatal and non-fatal accidents in mines 

other than coal-mines, and, as usual, contains important information concerning the numerous localities 
inspected by him during the year.

The Prospecting Vote for 1885 has, I regret to say. been expended without any satisfactory result 

so far, except that in every case work has been done for the money expended.

Boads, Sthkets, axd Gates.

The officers of this Branch have, under the supervision of Mr. G. E. Herring, the Chief Clerk of 

the Department, performed their work in a most expeditions and satisfactory manner. As will be seen 

from the following statement, the amount of work disposed of was less in 1885 than in 1884, but in conse

quence of the death early in the year of Mr. '\V. C. Bell the Branch was deprived of the services of a 

most efficient officer, and owing to the great pressure of work in other Branches of the Department it 

was not possible during the year to supply his place.

The
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The following is a comparative statement of tho work done in the Roads and G-ates Branch :—

1883. 1884. 1885.

5,260 5,520 3,858

2,502 2,695 2,660

320 263 133

70 87 43

359 249 186

354 273 168

Besides the above, the returns for Parliament, the preparation of papers for laying on the tables 

of the Houses of Parliament, supervision of advertisements, distribution of papers and stores, the time 

of Mr. Orraiston and Mr. Bran shy, both officers of thisBranch, ia frequently occupied upon miscellaneous 

work of an urgent necessity, on account of their efficiency and promptitude.

I have much pleasure in again acknowledging the able assistance so readily afforded mo by Mr. 

Herring (the Chief Clerk), Mr. Binny (the Registrar, who, I regret to say, is absent on side leave), Mr. 

Farr (the Accountant), and the heads of Branches generally. I also gladly acknowledge my indebtedness 

to tlie Geological Surveyor in charge, the Chief Mining Surveyor, the Inspector of Mines, and the 

Wardens, for their valuable assistance.

Mixeeal Pkobucts.

The aggregate value of our mineral products to the end of 1885 is £66,8-13,759 8s. 3d., tho value 

of the output for the year 1885 being £2,775,175, showing a decrease, as compared with 1884, of £228,656, 

mainly due to the reduced value of copper, which has led to a reduction in the output. The decrease m 

the output of tin is also considerable, though the prospects of tho tin-fields have improved. As regards 

silver and silver ores, it will be noticed that the quantity of oro exported in 1885 is very much less than in 

1881; hut the quantity of fine silver is very much greater; this, of course, is due to tho fact that at,tho 

principal mines the ores are being smelted on the ground. On the whole the output from our silver-miues 

in 1885 is not so much in excess of that of 1884 as might have been expected.

The following table shows the aggregate value of minerals thc.produee of How South Wales for 

the years 1881 and 1885 respectively compared:—

Minerals. Quantity. Value.

1881, £ s.

Gold .................

Silver ..................

Coal .....................

Shale ..................

Tin ......................

Copper .................

Iron .....................

Antimony ..........

Bismuth...............

Sundry Minerals... 

Silver lead Ore ... 

Asbestos .......... .

107,103-92 osr. 

93,600-25 „ 

2,719,109-00 tons. 

31,618-00 „ 

6,6G5'45 „ 

7,305-20 „ 

3,/59T2 „ 

433-60 „ 

1137 „

9,167-52 „

395,291 12 

19,780 0 

1,303,077 0 

72,176 0 

521,587 0 

416,179 0 

£4,571 11 

6,458 0 

2,770 0

241,940 0

Quantity, Value* Increase in value. Decrease in value.

1885. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

103,736-36 oz. 378,665 0 3 16,626 12 2

794,173-80 „ 159,187 O 0 139,407 0 O

2,878,863-23 tons. 1,340,212 13 7 37,135 13 7

27,462-00 „ 67,239 0 0 4,937 0 0

5,192-80 „ 415,626 0 0 105,961 0 0

5,746-00 „ 264,920 0 O 151,259 O 0

4,175-79 ,, 25,792 39 9 1,221 8 7

292-75 „ 4,296 0 0 ............... 2,163 0 O

14-17 „ 3,700 0 0 030 0 0

456-76 „ 7,820 0 0 7,820 0 0 ...............

2,280-20 „ 107,626 0 0 134,314 0 0

6-00 „ 90 0 0 90 0 0 ...........



474
14

The following Return shows the quantity and value of G-old, Coal, Shale, Copper, Tin, Silver, Silver Lead Ore,

Year
Gold. Coal, Shale Copper and Reguhis, Tin ant) Tin Ore.

Quantity. Value, Quantity. j Value. Quantity. Value. quantity. Value. Quantity. Value,

Oz. £ Tons. £ Tons. £ Tone. £ Tons.

—.

£
1876.............. 167.412 613,190 1,319,918 803,300 15,998 47,994 3,275 249,978 6,958 439,6381877............... 124,111 471,418 1,444,2711 858,998 18,963 46,524 4,513 324,226 S,054J 508^540
1878.............. 119,665 430,033 1,575,479 920,936 24,371 57,211 5,219 345,158 7,210 395'822
1879.............. 109,650 407,219 1,583,3811 950,879 32,519 66,930 4,142 257,352 5,921 372^349
1880.............. 1I8‘600 441,043 1,466,180! 615,337 19,201 44,725 0,394 364,059 6,169 4'7lj337
1881 ............ 149,627 1,769,597 603,248 27,804. 40,748 5,494 355,062 8,209 724'003
1882.............. 140,469 526,521 2,109,282 948,965 48,065 84,114 4,958 324,727 8,670 833'461
1883 ............. 123,806 458,509 2,521,457 1,201,942 49,260 90,861 8,957'7 677,201 9,125-5 824^552
1884........... 107,199 395,292 2,749,109 1,303,077 31,618 ' 72,176 7,305-4 416,179 6,665-0 521^687
1885............. 103,730 378,665 2,878,863 1,340,213 27,462 67,239 5,746 264,920 6,193 415,626

1,264,275 4,688,903 19,417,555 9,546,896 295,344 618,522 55,00311 3,478,862 72,156-14 5,506,915

Nothwithstanding the decrease in the value of our mineral products for 1S85 it still exceeds the 
decennial average by £295,891; and I venture to think that, even should the depression in copper-mining 
continue, tho output from other mines during 1886 will help us to recover lost ground.

Gold,

I regret to have to notice a further decrease in the yield of gold. That for 1885, as compared 
with 1884, shows a decrease in value of £16,626 12s. 2d. Judging from the reports of the officers 
stationed on the gold-fields, this may be attributed wholly or mainly to the drought. I had hoped that the 
provision in the Mining Act Further Amendment Act of 1884 for the granting of special leases of 
worked auriferous land, might have led to the reworking of some of our abandoned gold-fields, which 
would probably prove remunerative if worked on a large scale with system and economy. So far, however, 
little advantage has been taken of this important provision, probably owing, in some degree, to thescarcitv of 
water for mining purposes. The following extracts from the reports furnished by the Wardens and Mining 
Registrars affords some indication of the state of mining in tho several districts, and the causes of the 
depression.

In the Bathurst District the Wardens and Mining Registrars report:—In the Bathurst Division 
there is no alluvial mining worth mentioning, and no sluicing owing to the scarcity of water. At Cook 
and Co.’s battery, at Dark Corner, a trial crushing of 400 tons of quart?, yielded 292 oz. of gold; the 
reef is 3 feet wide at a depth of 100 feet—500 tons yielded 1,100 oz. of gold. At Oberon a payable 
reef had been found, and a small battery erected; a trial crushing gave £350 worth of gold. At Black- 

- man s Swamp a rich leader has been discovered, which, though small {1 to 6 inches wide), has given some 
good returns, tho last crushing of 5 tons yielding 51 oz. At Mount M'Douald only 100 men are now 
regularly employed, and there has been a falling off in the yield of gold, the output for 1885 being about
4,000 oz.; 1,642 tons of quartz crushed yielded 2,861 oz. 7 dwt. 17 gr., giving an average of 1 oz, 14 dwt. 
per ton, the highest yield being 3 oz. 1 dwt. per ton, and 1,014 oz. was obtained from a recrushing of a 
parcel of tailings. At Trunkey the yield of gold in 1885 exceeded that of 1884 by over 400 oz. The 
rainfall in the division was quite insufficient for sluicing purposes. At Fharo's Point, on the northern 
bank of the Abercrombie River, some miners worked during the last sis months of the year and obtained 
nice gold. The Pine Ridge Co. crushed 2,725 tons of quartz for 432 oz. of gold; the deepest level is 120 
feet. The total quantity of gold won in the Trunkey Division during the year was 718 oz. 12 dwt. 5 gr.

In the Carcoar Division tho yield of gold in 1885 was less by 2,966 oz. than theyield for 1884, the 
decrease being due to the scarcity of water. From the Brown’s Creek mine about 1,500 oz. of gold was 
won ; no new finds of any importance reported during the year. The mines at Gaily Swamp appear to 
be payable. The quantity of gold sent from this division during the year was 9,073 oz, 6 dwt. 3 gr., 
which probably includes the gold won at Mount McDonald. In the Tuena Division 400 oz. 10 dwt, 
of gold was woji during the year, viz. 300 oz. from alluvium, and 100 oz. 10 dwt. from quartz. In 
the Orange Division, Ophir continues to attract attention. The Bluff Amalgamated Gold-mining Com
pany is pushing on operations which must result in developing a locality on which so many have been 
speculating for years past. In sinking their several shafts good gold lias been procured ; they have a 
shaft down 80 feet, and expect to meet the tunnel in about 250 feet. About 200 yards from this shaft 
they have sunk another 60 feet, and have a large body of quartz ready for stoping, which will average 
9 dwt. per ton. The engine and battery are in good order, and crushing will be commenced shortly. At the 
Belmore, two men are working with prospects of success; they have a large quantity of stone at grass,

which
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lion, Antimony, Asbestos, and Bismuth produced in the Colony of Mew Soutli "Wales during the last ten years:

Total.

£
2,184',487 
2,233,160 
2,172,421 
2,085,456 
1,977,874 
2,373,190 
2,782,344 
3,204,901 
3,003,831 
2,775,175

24,792,839

which it is thought will pay well. The alluvial mines are paying moderately, hut no startling finds have 
been reported. Lucknow maintains its reputation under the able management of Mr. Mewman. 
Bonanzas continue to he unearthed, and the ores which are exported for treatment yield a satisfactory 
return. At Forest Beefs the claims are being worked with varied success. The Old Lumpy Lead shaft 
is down 200 feet, and payable gold is found in the wash noth fossil nuts, leaves, and woods.

In the Mudgee District the Wardens and Mining Registrars report:—The yield of gold in this 
district in 1885 shows a falling off of some 1,500 oz. as compared with the yield for 1884, which may be 
ascribed to the drought. At Gulgong some hopes are entertained that the Nil Desperandum and 
Britannia mines will prove successful. In the former claim a seam of payable wash lias been cut in the 
main drive from which some thousands of tons payable wash will probably be raised. The claims on tlie 
Black Lead are not progressing satisfactorily. In Stott’s paddock, Mayes and party’s claim has been 
payable from the commencement. The quantity of gold sent to Sydney by the banks was 1,017 oz. 
from Gulgong aud 3,148 oz. from Mudgee. At Tomingley mining lias somewhat improved; the yield 
of gold from quartz reefs during the year exceeds that of the preeeeding year by about 1,000 oz., 
although only about fifty-five men are now employed; this is mainly due to the success of Messrs. Moore, 
Mooney & Co., at No, 1, North Myall, who obtained 666 oz. of gold from 300 tons of quartz. The 
battery at Myall crushed duriug the year 1,050 tons of quartz for 1,551 oz. of gold. The battery at 
Tomingley crushed 1,166 tons for 593 oz. 13 dwt. 5 gr.: Total for the Tomingley Division, 2,144 oz.

In the Tambaroora and Turon District the Wardens and Mining Registrars report:—Sofala Division: 
At Spring Creek, 96 tons of quartz were crushed for 21 oz.; the depth of the shaft is 284 feet, and the 
deepest level 275 feet. At Solitary Reef, 448 tons of quartz were crushed, yielding 143 oz., 8 dwt.; the 
depth of the shaft is 400 feet, and the deepest level 370 feet. Atrial crushing of 10 tons from Quart-pot 
Reef yielded 5 oz. 11 dwt. per ton. The total yield for the division was 3,815 oz. 0 dwt. 20 gr., viz. 2,015 
oz. 0 dwt. 20 gr. from alluvium, and 1,800 oz. from quartz. In the Hill End Division the yield from 
quartz was 2,540 oz, 1 dwt., and from alluvium 1,363 oz. 9 dwt. 10 gr. Total yield for the division, 3,903 
oz. 10 dwt. 10 gr. At Ironharks, Messrs. Liddell have struck a really good reef, at a depth of 90 feet. 
Many of the abandoned reefs have been taken up lately with the object of testing them at a depth, 
Two Companies have been at work at the Mookerawa junction of the Macquarie River during the year. 
One has been engaged in cutting races and opening the mine, the prospects of which are good ; the plant 
consists of an engine 100 h.p., and two large pumps capable of throwing 78,000 gallons per hour. The 
other Company is not working at present, but expect to start shortly. At Spring Creek, on the 
Macquarie, near Burrendong, a nugget weighing 62 oz. was found. The quantity of gold won from 
alluvium was 1,046 oz. 11 dwt. 12 gr., and 97 oz. 11 dwt. from quartz. Total for the division, 1,144 oz. 
2 dwt. 12 gr.

In the Lachlan District the Wardens and Alining Registrars reportAfair amount of prospecting 
has been done throughout the district, but no discoveries of importance were made. The only drawback 
to the progress of mining in the Parkes Division was the want of water. Some very handsome returns have 
been obtained from a line of reef winch appears to ho an offshoot of the Buchanan, on which several 
claims are working; the shoot of gold appears to he rich aud extensive. This discovery should encourage 
prospectors, as the reef is in the centre of ground which had been worked for years, and abandoned over and 
over again. From the Buchanan reef, 1,081 tons of quartz yielded 4 oz. to the ton. From Scrubby Plains 
220 tons yielded 3 oz. per ton. It is estimated that seventy men arc working on the old alluvial leads, and 110

on

Sin cr Silver Lead Ore. Iron. Antimony and Ore. Asbestos.

Quantity Value. Qimntitjb Value. Quantity. Value. 1 Quantity. | Value. Quan
tity.

oz. dwt. £ i;. C. £ t. 0.
r 1

t. c. £ t. D. £
69,179 0 16,456 67 0 1,392 2,680 0 13,399' 40 0 140
31,409 0 6.673 20 12 325 2,600 0 7,600 69 12 1,131
60,663 0 13,291 5 0 258 900 0 0,666 64 0 1,964
83,164 0 18,071 18 13 535 1,118 0 10,550 76 16 1,046
91,419 0 21,878 27 14 S90 2,322 0 15,3351 99 19 1,652 12 8 323
67,254 0 13,026 52 14 1,625 6,560 0 47,871 539 4 17,346

7538,618 0 9,024 11 19 360 7,476 0 37,224] 1,068 18 16,732 7 10
77,065 18 ] 6,188 136 4 2,075 3,434 3 26,908] 375 11 5,555
93,660 6 19,780 9,167 11 241,940 3,759 2 24,572! 433 12 6,458

794,174 Ol 159,187 2,286 0 107,626 4,176 0 25,793 293 0 4,206 6 0 90

1,396,506 3 ■292,874 l-1
 1

1—
1

■"
IT
 1

to ec 7 357,026 35,025 5 215,918 3,000 12 50,320 25 18 488

Bismuth.

Sralue.

12 10
2 14
3 14 

14 7i 
14 0

47 51

Sundry
Minerals.

«Valu,

t. o. I £

2,728 
162 
650; 

2,770 ... 
3,700 457

t.

231
77
26
21
tsi

7
31

10,010864*

7,725
1,082

525
795

1,020
979
160

7,820

20,106
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on tbo reefa. The total quantity of quartz crushed in tho division was 2,947 tons, yielding 5,777 oz. 
11 dwt.; the total quantity of alluvium was 545 tons, yielding 129 oz. 17 dwt. 12 gr. At Bald Hills a 
considerable amount of money lias been expended in labour and machinery without success, though tlie 
owners of the mines are still sanguine. The lead is patchy—in places payable, and even rich, but in other 
places very poor. At Strickland's reef, between Torbes and Parkes, no work is being done for want of a 
battery on the ground. The reef is large, but the stone is not sufficiently rich to pa}- for carting it some 12 
or 18 miles. The yield of gold in the Forbes Division was 1,200 oz. 3 dwt. 12 gr. At Grenfell there 
are numerous reefs extending nearly 3 miles that have yielded payable stone to a considerable depth, 
and are thought by experts likely to prove permanently payable if tested to greater depths. Of these, 
O’Brien’s reef is said to have yielded gold to the value of £100,000, the Homeward-bound to the value 
of £80,000, the Britannia to the value of £50,000, and the Enterprise to the value of £30,000. Several 
parties of miners are working old alluvial ground, which they say pays wages. On the Enterprise reef 
Pettet and party crushed 83 tons for a return of 1 oz. 14 dwt. per ton, and they have 40 tons equally 
rich at grass. Lawson and party raised GO tons from Lawson's reef, estimated to yield 1 oz. 10 dwt. per 
ton, but not crushed. Mathews and party crushed 47 tons from the Homeward-bound reef for 14 dwt- 
per ton, and have about 180 tons ready for crushing. At Cargo there is only one mine, the Ironclad, at 
work ; 90 tons of quartz from this mine yielded 154 oz. At Cauowindra there are several reefs being 
worked, but there is a great deal of mineral in the stone which requires special treatment. 343 tons of 
quartz crushed yielded 303 oz, 14 tons of stone from the London reef, Boncy’s Hocks, gave a
yield of 32 oz. 11 dwt. of gold. At Young mining is at a very low ebb. A Company has been
formed to work the lead at Possum Flat on a large scale. They have large and complete plant 
on the ground. Tlie claim comprises 42 acres. The Company is at present sinking a third shaft and erect
ing machinery. The lead is 80 feet deep, with a heavy underground flow of water. Tlie mine will shortly 
be in complete working order, and great results are anticipated, as the former Company obtained some rich 
wash. The quantity of gold purchased by the Banks was 253 oz. 0 dwt. 19 gr. At Murrumburrah the 
Kew1 Cuningar Quartz-mining Company, on the Marshall McMahon reefs, has opened a reef 4 feet wide, 
well-defined. Fully 20,000 tons of quartz is visible and ready for stoping, besides 1,200 tons at grass ready 
for treatment, estimated to yield 2 oz. per ton of gold, and from 2 to 10 oz. of silver. The shaft is 212 
feet deep. The plant, including a Campbell Probert smelter, treats 20 tons per day, and saves 90 per cent, 
of the gold and silver. At Blind Creek about 100 miners are making wages. The few mi ners at Wombat and 
Little Wombat get excellent returns. At Barmedman the prospects are improving, owing to the reported 
discovery of payable gold in reefs supposed to be almost valueless. In the Jackson Company’s mine the 
tributora have obtained good results by driving at the 79-feet level. In No. 2 North Ada reef several 
excellent crushings have been obtained from leaders varying in width from a few inches to many feet. 
Two miners obtained payable gold at the Hard to Find. 2,741t- tons in this division yielded 1,797 oz. 
14 dwt., the highest yield being 2 oz. 12 dwt. 8 gr. per ton, and the lowest being 4 dwt. 7 gr. Crushing 
operations hadtobesuspcndeddnrlngpartof theyearowingtothc scarcity of water. A.tTemoraabout25,000 
loads of wash-dirt wras puddled, the yield therefrom being 4,500 oz. of gold, equal to 3 dwt. 14 gr. per ton, 
Buckley and party obtained good returns from some old ground, including one nugget weighing 50 oz., 
and several smaller ones, the particulars of which cannot be furnished by the Warden, but the following 
are the weights of some, viz:—1 oz., 11 oz., 17 oz., 5 oz., and 9 oz. One party obtained 
a patch of nuggets varying in size from 2 oz. to 20 oz.; the Warden estimates the aggregate weight at 
250 oz. Tho largest quantity of gold got in one patch was found at Upper Temora (part of this gold was 
purchased for the Colonial and Indian Exhibition consisting of three specimens containing 308'35 oz. of 
gold, valued at £1,233 8s.) the value of the patch was £4,300, besides some specimens still on hand. This 
was obtained from a claim that had been idle for months. The shaft is 90 feet deep, and the reef is 2 feet 
wide. Nuggets arc not confined to any particular part ofthe lead orleads but all of them wTere found within an 
area of 3 miles. The South Australian Company crushed 1,51G tons of quartz for 1,131 oz. of gold. They 
also crushed 40 tons from other claims, which averaged 1 oz. per ton. From the Homeward-bound mine 
115 tons of quartz were raised, 90 tons of which were crushed, yielding 156 oz. of gold, when work was 
stopped under an injunction. From the Evening Star mine at Sebastopol 650 tons of stone were crushed, 
yielding 10 dwt. pier ton ; 150 tons still at grass; the shoot of gold is 9 feet wide, and is visible 45 feet 
along the reef. The yield of gold in the Temora Division was 6,222 oz., being 5,111 oz. less than the yield 
for 1884. In the Junee Division scarcity of water has retarded mining operations. 77 tons of quartz 
crushed yielded 1 oz. 2 dwt. 6 gr, per ton. The yield of gold was G5 oz. 12 dwt. 5 gr. from alluvium and 
85 oz. 15 dwt. from quartz. A parcel of quartz, 19-) tons, from Cowabee about 45 miles from 
Temora, between Junee Junction and Narrandera, anew and piromising locality, was crushed at Barmed
man, for a yield of 51 oz. 13 dwt., equal to nearly 2 oz. 13 dwt. per ton. Prospecting was carried on at 
Temora during the year under Government supervision. Seventy shafts were sunk, varying in deprth from
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7 fboL to 15‘2 feet, Ihe aggregate dcptli about 4,000 feet. In most of the shafts slight traces of gold were 
found, but although the ground was also tested, in such cases by driving, gold in payable (.juautity 
was not discovered.

In the Cobar district the Warden reportsAt CudgelLico the Griggs Gold-mining Co. has stopped 
work, owing to some dispute amongst tljo claimholders. Tip to the time of stopping IStii- tons of quartz 
had been crushed for a yield of 94 oz. G dwts. 12 grs. of gold.

In tlie Albert district the Warden and Miuing Registrar reports In the Milparinka division tho 
rainfall for 18S5 was exceptionally heavy, whereby the mining industry has been benefited, the miners 
being enabled to dear off all their accumulated heaps of wash-dirt; it also led to tlie opening up of a 
deep lead at Billygoat Hill, Mount Brown, by McKenzie and party, who struck payable gold at a depth 
of 55 feet, the wash being IS inches thick, and averaging 2 oz. per load. Three other parties found tho 
lead at greater depths, and obtained payable gold, average yield from 1 oz. to 2 oz. per load. Several other 
shafts were sunk along the course of the lead, which was found to be dipping towards the west so rapidly 
that at 210 feet no bottom could be touched, but water of excellent quality was found, aud the quantity 
was so great that it could not be overcome by the miners’ ordinary appliances, consequently work was 
suspended, and some of the claims have been abandoned. Tbo yield from the claims on this lead has 
averaged about I-J- oz. per load, and several nuggets have been found weighing from 1 dwt. to 3 oz. At 
the One-mile, Mount Brown, the lead of gold that was fonnd under the cement has been picked up again 
400 yards further to the south, and two parties are on payable gold at a depth of 5G feet, the yield in 
one case being oz. to the load. One puddling machine has been steadily at work upon surface dirt, 
and has realized 1-j dwt. per ton. At Good Friday the gold is found in patches from tho surface to a 
depth of IS feet, but tho few parties working these have been only moderately successful. At the Beefs 
on Warratta Creek, tho Wittabreena Co.’s crushing machine has been intermittently at work, tho yield 
being -J oz. per ton. Some prospecting is being done on other lines of reef with promise of success, gold 
being seen freely in the quartz. At Tibooburra the puddling machines have been steadily at work, and 
have averaged about T1 dwt. per ton. Nuggetty Gully still continues to support a few miners. The 
yield of gold in this division during the year is estimated at 2,100 oz. In tho Wilcanuia division several 
parties were prospecting for gold during tho year, but their operations were restricted to a limited area, 
as they had to depend on the station tanks for water.

In the Tumut and Adelong district the Wardens and Mining Begistrars report:—In tho 
Gundagai division there was a larger area being prospected during tbo year than for some time pasti 
and there are some indications of a revival in gold-mining. Some largo ventures—'notably the Great 
Victoria at Tarrabandra, tho Bongongolong at Burra, and another company at Mitta Mitta, are about 
commencing operations. In the Queimbeyan division tbe difficulty of extracting the gold from 
tlie stone in Blatchford's mine at Captain’s Flat by tbe ordinary process has been found by assay 
to be due to the presence of silver and lead in paying quantities, and a Pacific water-jacket smelter 
is now being erected for the purpose of treating tho ore by smelting. The furnace is expected 
to bo in blast shorily, and the assay furnace is nearly completed. Montgomery and party raised 
from their mine 924 tons of stone, which yielded 239 oz. of gold. During the last six months of 
tho year work was suspended owing to want of water. In the Tumbarumba division the sluicing 
at the Burra Company's claim has paid moderately well, but the other sluicing claims 
have scarcely paid wages. The Isabella Beef, at Ournie, has been steadily worked with 
improving prospects; the stone contains an appreciable quantity of silver. As far as known 1.560 oz. 
of gold was sent from this division during the year, besides 1,341 oz. of bullion from the Isabella 
Beef, worth 28s. per oz. At Kiandra there are five companies at work, but want of water caused 
some of them to suspend sluicing operations, and has seriously retarded all mining works. Tlie past 
year was the worst for water during the past 20 years. At the New Chum Hill Claim work was carried 
on almost continuously, the yield being 1,065 oz. 19 dwt. 1 gr. Tins company intends to build a dam 
at the Three-mile and to increase tho dimensions of their race in order to provide for working two nozzles. 
At the Nine-mile claim hydraulic sluicing was carried on for 238 hours, yielding a return of over 40 oz. 
of gold; total yield at Kiandra, about 1,773 oz. The report of the Inspector of Mines contains some 
interesting information concerning the luaudra Gold-field. In the Adelong division tlie great Victorian 
Company stopped work in the early part aud did not start again till late in the year, consequently the 
quantity of stone crushed was less .by 1,000 tons than the previous year. Some prospecting was done 
during the year which resulted iu the discovery of some gold-bearing leaders, Tho tributors in the 
Curragoug Mine crushed 192 i- tons of quartz for a yield of 430 oz. 11 dwt.; from Gibralta Hill, 32 tons 
crushed yielded 72 oz. 12 dwt.; from Mount Ardrah 120 tons crushed, yielded 216 oz. 17 dwt.; from 
Tarcutta one parcel of 11 Ions yielded 50 oz. 2 dwt. The quartz-reefs hare been pierced to a depth of
1,000 feet in three different places. Amongst the alluvial mines a good deal of work has been done, 
especially on Shepard’s lease, with satisfactory results; the monthly yields varied from 320 oz. to 350 oz.
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3,030 tons of quartz crushed in the division yielded 2.668 oz. 2 dwt,, and 6,253 oz. 2 dwt. 18 gr. were won 
from alluvium; total yield for the division, 7,821 oz. 4 dwt. 18 gr., were won from alluvium, and atBeedy Flat 
616 oz. At Tarrara the Kaugatira Company during the year crushed 700 tons for a yield of 800 oz.; 
depth of shaft, 208 feet; deepest level, 200 feet; width of reef, 15 inches; 50 oz. obtained from alluvium. 
In the Albury division there was very little mining in old workings. There were three new finds one at 
Black Eange, another at Splitters1 Creek, the third at Hawk’s "View Estate; both the latter in private 
property. The Soudan Company at Splitters’ Creek have erected first-clasg machinery, and are busy 
crushing stone taken from a face 20 feet wide, there being no defined reef to a depth of 45 feet. The 
stone is estimated to yield 10 dwt. per ton right through. The find at Hawk’s View is in old ground aud 
appears likely to turn out well. "W" eyland and party’s claim at Black Eange was discovered iu Hovember. 
They obtained some 15 oz. of gold almost on the surface.

Xn the Southern District the Wardens aud Mining Eegistrars reportIn the Braidwood division 
700 oz. of gold was won from alluvium at Major’s Creek; 25 tons of quartz from the Eise and Shine 
Mine yielded 36 ozs. of gold, and 27 cwt. of mundic produced 3 oz. 16 dwt. of gold; 5 tons of refuse 
mundie tailings from Darguc's Eeef were Heated, from which 11 oz. 3 dwt. of gold ■were smelted. At 
Little River, owing to the drought, alluvial mining was restricted to river-bod workings. In quartz-mining 
the Daydream Company raised 174 tons from above water level, and crushed 74 tons for a yield of 92 oz. 
10 dwt. Prom the adjoining mine a trial crushing of 6 tons gave 52 oz. The yield at Little Elver for 
the year was alluvium, 900 oz.; quartz, 144 oz. 10 dwts. At Herriga a large quantity of wash-dirt is stacked 
waiting for water to sluice—yield from alluvium for the year, 500 oz. In the Howra division tlie Home
ward Bound mine has furnished nearly the whole ofthe gold won, the yield bping from 1 to 7 oz. per ton, 
the quantity crushed being S5Uons, and the yield 2,410 oz. of gold. There is still a large quantity of stone 
ready to crush which is estimated to contain 3 oz. to tlie ton. The stone is obtained from a large cavern 
near the top of the hill, 200 or 300 feet above tbe water. This Company would have crushed more but 
for the scarcity of water. The Pioneer Company crushed 95 tons for 77 oz. The Pinnacle Company, 
20 tons for 5 oz. The Seek and Find Company. 95 tons for 7 oz. 6 dwts. Total, 1,001 tons for 2,502 
oz. 16 dwt. Work has been resumed at the shaft which was being sunk at the junction of tbe 
Shoalhaven aud Kangaroo Bivcrs, aud the bottoming of it is awaited with some anxiety. Mr. 
Moss has been boring ou the Kine-mile Beach, near Coolaugatta, and has obtained some coarse gold, 
but the boring has been stopped by a quicksand 4 or 5 feet below the surface; it is now proposed to 
sink a shaft, lining it with pine boxes. In tho Araluen division tho severe drought interfered with 
mining operations; some of the claims frequently could not be worked for want of water. The quantity 
of gold w'ou from alluvium was 4,962 oz., and from 247-:} tons of quartz crushed the yield was 2.19 oz. 
7 dwts., from 26 cwt. of pyrites 4 oz. 14 dwts. of. gold; yield for the division, 5,187 oz. 9 dwts. At Euro- 
bodalla 430 oz. was won from alluvium. Moruya, yield from alluvium 421 oz, 9 dwt. 4 gr. In tho 
Wagonga division scarcity of water has prevented the crushing of stone to some extent. Another reef 
has been discovered half-a-mile from the Belle of Australia line and was being tested but had not been 
proved. At Kelson Creek, Tanja, a reef and some alluvium contaiuiug fair prospects have been discovered. 
At Tin Pot, on the Turon Eiver, fair prospects have been obtained from a quartz-reef. At Montreal very 
rich stone or rather specimens have been taken from a shaft.

In the Hunter and Macleay Districts the Wardens and Mining Eegisti-ars report:—The Cope
land gold-field has been gradually declining till it is supposed to have reached the lowest point. The 
causes are, iu the first place the drought, which has prevented the crushing machines from working, 
except at intervals, when a passing shower gave a temporary supply of water; in the second place, want 
of capital seriously militates against tlie systematic and only mode of profitably working this field, At 
present tbe miners simply pick out the richest shoots of gold, leaving the poorer stone behind; this is a 
most expensive mode of working and destroys the value of the mice, but miners without capital cannot 
afford to break down the whole face of quartz and cart it to the machine. It is estimated that only 
seventy miners were working during tlie year, and the value of the gold won was £8,498 17s. 6d. At the 
Rainbow machine 480 tons of tailings were treated merely by the ordinary battery appliances, and a yield 
of 5 dwt. per ton obtained. From tins it may be inferred that a cousiderable quantity of gold has 
been lost on this field. Again, 50 tons of refuse stone crushed yielded 10 dwt. of gold per ton. 
These facts indicate the careless way in ivhich the claims have been worked, aud may to. some extent 
account for the want of success attending the Companies who owned them. Tlie Centennial and Baal 
Gammon Co. continue to push forward its tunnel at tho two creeks to cut the old Centennial Eeef. This 
reef paid handsomely till work had to be discontinued owing to the impossibility of keeping down the water. 
It was decided to cut the tunnel for the purpose of draining the ground and working, at a less expensive 
and more effective mode of working the reef than erecting pumping machinery at the summit of the hill. 
The tunnel is now 671 feet into the hill, and it is expected the reef will be cut in another 100 feet. The 
Boramei Reefs have been worked with just sufficient labour to keep them going. None of the stone has
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yielded less than 4 oz. per ton in crushings of 15 to 20 tons, hut a.s the nearest battery is 8/miles distant 
over mountainous country the cost of carting is too great to leave a profit even on such a yield. At the 
Bowman the only Company at work is now on good stone. The quantity of stone crushed in this division 
was 1,333/ tons, and the yield 1,007 oz. 5 dwt. 2 gr. Two claims were worked in the Bulladelah division on 
tho Coolongolook Reefs; from one a large quantity of stone was sent to Sydney for treatment. The Warden 
does not know the result, but he saw gold in every piece of stone he picked np. At the other a large 
amount of work has been done in retimbering the shaft and getting rid of the water.

In the Peel and Uralla district the Wardens and Mining Registrars report:—At Puller’s Reef, in 
tlie Scone division, 205 tons of quartz was crushed by Williams and party for a yield of 196 oz. of gold. 
At 400 feet from the surface stone has recently been found which yields 1 oz. per ton. One or two new 
reefs have recently been discovered, the stone from which looks remarkably well. 94 tons of quartz from 
tho Boozer’s Reef yielded 100 oz. The total quantity of stone crushed at Moonam Brook was 325 tons, 
yielding 315 oz. of gold. At Stewart Brook 300 tons of quartz raised and crushed yielded an average of 
1 oz. per ton. In the Nundle division a very decided improvement in quartz-mining was observable during 
the year; several mines are being worked vigorously, and some are paying. Alluvial mining has been almost 
at a standstill for want of water. Rich gold has lately been found at Spring G-ully, near the Hanging 
Rock, the depth of sinking being 40 feet. An assay of ore from the Mount Pleasant copper-mine showed 
that it contained gold at the rate of 12 dwt. to the ton. The gold won in this division during the year was 
2,647 oz. At the Marquis of Borne mine, 126 tons of quartz crushed yielded 259 oz. 15 dwt. of gold. 
Prom the Princess Louise mine, 300 tons crushed yielded 100 oz. At Mount Pleasant 2,500 tons of cement 
crushed yielded 179 oz. 15 dwt. 7 gr. From alluvium 2,107 oz. 9 dwt. 17 gr. was obtained. In the Armidale 
division the small yield of gold is attributed to the dry season, to want ofmaclunery,and the paucity of capital. 
The Eleanor Q-. M. Co. crushed 2,340 tons of quartz for a yield of 1,499 oz.l dwt. 22gr. of gold. The Isabella 
Co. have raised 250 tons of quartz ready for crushing, but work has been suspended owing to defective 
machinery. At the rush to Tilbuster, now named the Duval Gold-field, about 6 miles northerly from 
Armidale, good prospects were obtained in shallow ground near Sandy Creek, and in the bed of the creek 
over 100 men are at work and appear disposed to give the place a fair trial. No very rich finds have been 
reported, though it is alleged gold is now found in payable quantities. It is difficult to ascertain the 
quantity of gold won in the division, hut as far as reported the quantity is about 2,760 oz. In the Uralla 
division the yield of gold was 1,148 oz.; want of water restricted mining operations and especially sluicing. 
In the Barraha division most of tlie miners were idle during a great part of the year owing to scarcity of 
water; Fletcher and party were breaking down good-looking quartz; and Duke and party struck rich 
stone in Opossum Gully; 181 oz. 9 dwt. 16 gr. was obtained from alluvium, and 51 oz. 8 dwt. 12 gr. 
from quartz during the year. In the Bingera division mining operations were almost suspended owing to 
the limited rainfall. At Bobby 'Whitlow some of the reefs are showing good stone. The yield from 
quartz was 400 oz., and from alluvium 100 oz. In tho Glen limes division there has been an increase in 
tho production of gold caused by the settlement of about 60 Chinese on the old gold-fields at Oban, in con
sequence of their inability to procure employment on tho Vegetable Creek tin-fields. Under the Act to 
further amend the Mining Act a special lease has been applied for, and capital to tlie extent of £3,000 is 
being expended in cutting through a granite bar, for the purpose of draining a flat with a view to working 
the underlying deposit of gold. At Glen Elgin also a special lease has been applied for and capital is being 
expended in working a portion of a river-bed. AH the gold found in this division contains a large per
centage of silver.

In the New England district the Warden and Mining Registrars report:—In the Tenterfield division 
a steam engine has been employed at Boonoo Boonoo in pumping, by means of which some new land has 
been successfully worked, and another steam engine is being erected, and will possibly open up a largo 
extent of ground which formerly could not he worked in consequence of the underground water. At 
Timbarra extension machinery is being erected on the Surface Hill Mine, to test by crushing tho hard 
granite and the dykes of decomposed granite in which the gold is found. Ground and hydraulic sluicing 
paid well on this mine so long as water was available. Mr^ Horton is working a similar deposit at Poverty 
Point by erusliing, with satisfactory results. This stone is obtained from a quarry at the side of a hill; 
the yield brings 9 or 10 dwt. per ton. About 500 oz. has been won from the reefs at Pretty Gully during 
the year. At Solferino some very rich specimens were found ; 300 lb. treated at the Mint yielded 78 oz. 
10 dwt.; numerous other parcels liavo been found during the year. From alluvium 135 oz. 4 dwt, was 
won, and 251 oz. 18 dwt. from quartz. At Dahnorton about 150 oz. has been won during the year.

In the Clarence and Richmond district the Warden and M ining Registrars report:—In 
consequence of the drought very little work was carried on in the district. At Nana Creek 46 tons 
crushed for Cooper and party, gave 60 oz. Prom the Advance Australia Mine some rich specimens have
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besn obtained; 8 tons crushed yielded 2 oz. 7 dwt. 12 gr. Prom the Nymboi Mine 40 ton 
Brushed gave 48 oz. Some alluvial gold lias been found in the vicinity of the Little Nymboi Biver, 
the depth of the deposit varying from 2 to 14 feet. The prospectors obtained 3 oz. of shotty gold as 
the result of two men’s wort for five days; 407^ tons of quartz were crashed for 333 oz. 11 dwt.
9gr.

The following information has been kindly furnished by K. Hunt, Esq., F.G-.S., the Deputy-Master 
of the Boyal Mint.

QuANimns of gold, the produce of New South Wales, received into the Boyal Mint, Sydney, during
1884 and 1885 compared.

District. Division. 1SS5. 1S84- increase. Decrease.

07,. 07.. 07. OZ.
701-47 1,567-60 806-13

10 35S'2G 11,950-03 1,591-77
4?352‘73

3111
4,556 03 203 25
' 0-29 24-82

60-72 169-51 108 79
D’76 224-37 218-61

Hill End..................................... ^O-lO-yb 6,112 91 1,163-36
*303 80 809-20 4&>‘40
480-28 4,374-84 3,888-56

70-52 79-52
3,334-26 1,832 63 1,501-63

201-36 1,600-85 1,459-49
4-77 787-44 782-67

Wellington ............................ 12-10 40-41 2831
Pnrkes.............. ......................^ S.GtO'Oi 4,766-77 883-17
Forbes................................. )

377-47 386-86 9‘39
162-02 ],076-86 913-94

Cootaoiundra ........... ..,,..1 14,221-74 8,051-55
Tcmora .................................)

Oj 1 f LI U

1,530-17 2,031-81 495'07
106 55 67-79 38-76

1,070-03 5,901-98 4,885'95
‘ 89 25 916-71 827-46

1 743-28 4*9-57 1,293-71
rrcrrigundnli ............................ 419-78

43-07
362-47
103-86

57-31 ......59-89

6,725-02 10,895-71 4,170-69
' 40-70 791-80 751-10

1,238 15 1,148-69 89-46
Wogga Wagga. .................... 895 15 67-60 827-55
Gundftgfit ............................. 78-21 141-63

169-08
63 42 

169 08
467 08 847-45 379 47

4-68 19-05 14 37
84-95 53-36 31-59

186-16 235-31 49-15
419-96 343-08 76-83
538-41 1.233 17 694-76

1,060-82 2',916-21 , . , ...... 1,846-39
60S'55 59111 17-44
48S 37 090-96 202-59

............................... 38,766 06 20,349-35 18,417-11

93,990 36 104,932-68 23,338-95 34,281-27

SintM.utv.

District. 1SSJ. 1SS5.

oz.
18,473-83
11,297-01

02*
15,57010
5,879 15

4,321‘33 3,552-49
20,4 o2-33 12,360-52

2,031-84 1,536 17
7,862-38 3,478-86

14,061-96 9,445-21
1,883-97
2,916-21

1,234 16
1,069-82

69M1 GOS‘55
690 96 488-37

20,349-85 38,766-96

104,932-68 93,990 36

Prom the above statement it appears that the 
by 10,fi42,32 oz. than the quantity sent in 1SS4.

quantity of gold sent to the Mint in 1885 was less
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The following table is compiled from information furnished by the Collector of Customs:—
Expoiit on Gold—1S85.

Gold, Quartg Tailing's and Pyrites. Total.

Quantity, Value. Quantitj1. Value. ■ Quantity.
f

Value.

oz, dwt. gr. 
13,478 11 1 £71,539. i Tailings, 1,905 pkgs.

| Pyrites, 6C1 cwt.
£7,901 )
£3,225 (

oz. dwt. gr. 
21,200 1 1 £82,065.

The quantity of gold sent to the Mint, added to the quantity exported, was 115,250^1, valued at 
£423,407 Os. lid.; hut deducting from the gold exported the portion thereof which the Deputy 
Master of the Mint reports has been included in the return of gold received at the Mint, the quantity 
of gold won during 1885 appears to be 103,730'36 oz., valued at £378,005 Os. 3d., which, as compared 
with the output of 1884. shows a decrease of 3,402‘04 oz.

According to the returns furnished by the Mining Registrars the output of gold for the year 
would appear to he less by 10,474 oz. than the quantity sent to the Mint, and less by more than 20,000 
oz. than the quantity of gold won as shown by the Mint and Customs’ returns.

RetChs of Gold for 1885 from Mint and Mining Registrars compared:—

District.

Bathurst ......................
Tmuharoovo and Turon
iludgec..........................
Lachlan..........................
Albert ..........................
Southern ..................
Tmnut and A delong ....
Pool and Uralla ..........
Hunter and Macleay ... 
Clarence and Richmond
New England ..............
Localities unknown......

.Mittt. Mining Itegfctrar?. Excess. Deficiency.

OZ. Oz. OZ. oz.
15,570 10,157 5S7
5,879 9,374 3,495
3,552 6,402 2,850

12,301 10,616 4,255
1,536 1,712 176
3,479 11,331 7,852
9,445 12,294 2,849
1,234 6,490 .............. 5,256
1,070 1,017 53

COO 988 379
4S8 1,135 04 7

33,767 38,707

38,820 28,340
28,346

The quantity sent to the Mint exceeds the returns by the Mining Registrars by . .1 10,47d

The return furnished by the Mining Registrars of the gold won in 1881 and 1885 respectively 
shows that the output for the latter year is less by 29,071oz. than the output for the former year. I 
regret to say this indicates the very defective character of these returns, due no doubt in a great measure 
to the reluctance on the part of the miners to furnish accurate returns, but 1 fear to some extent 
attributable to want of care or zeal on the part of some of the Registrars.

Mikix‘0 Registrars' Returns of Gold for 1SS1 and 1885, compared ■

District. 18S4. 33S5. Increase, j Decrease.

OZ , ost. oz. oz.
Bathurst ........................ ........................................ 19,825 16,157 ............... ! 3,068
Tfimbaroorn and Turon
Mudgcc ...........................
Lachlan..........................
Albert .........................
Southern ........ ..............
Tumut and Adelong
Peel and Uralla ..........
Hunter and Manlcny ... 
Clarence and Richmond 
New England ...............

12,S)81 
12,912 
20,412 
2,527 

10,149 
18,520 
8,049 
4,555 

952 
1,105

9,374 
0,402 

10,01G 
1,712 

11,331 
12,294 

0,490 
1,017 

983 
1,135

1,182

3G
30

Less increase .....................

Decrease in vield for 1835

1,248

3,607
0,510
3,796

815

' 0,226 
2,159 
3,538

30,319
1,248

29,071

The following tabic shows the results obtained from tire treatment of certain parcels of alluvium 
during 1885 compared with the results obtained in 1884. The very small proportion of the alluvium 
treated during the year which is included in these tables deprives them of the value for purposes of com
parison which they would otherwise serve. Of course 1 am aware that it would not be possible in some

cases
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cases to furnish a return of the quantity treated, hut there are a large number of mines in respect to 
■which such information could bo supplied if the officers would use their influence with the owners. Such 
a table, if full, would convey a better idea of (lie value of the deposits in any given district than any 
number of pages of written matter.

CosrPARATrvE slatement of Average Yields from Alluvial Mines for 1881—85,

1834.

Average 
per ton. field of Gold.

1SS5.

District. Quantity. District. Quantity, Average 
per ton. Yield o! Gold.

Tons. oz dwt. gr 02. dwt gr, Tons. 02. dwt, gr. oz dwt. trr.
Mudjfee............................... 3,r»00 0 0 712 fil JS s Mudgee ..................... 184 0 10 12-&2 90 10 0
Lachlan............................... 1,218 0 5 13’37 3© H 0 Lachlan.......................... 25,630 0 & 15 10 4,055 10 12
TmrmtandAdclon.tr........... 171,651 0 0 2-05 943 0 0 iVei and Umlla........ - .. . 2,500 0 1 10*51 179 15 7
Albert ............................... 125 0 1 4 24 7 7 2 Albert ............................... 10,741 0 1 9*SG 75S O 0

176.494 0 0 1,340 ID 10 3D,001 0 2 21-92 5,090 1 ID

The following table showing the yields obtained from certain parcels of quart?, crushed is highly 
satisfactory as regards the average, yield, but unf oriunately the quantity of quartz treated, included in 
the return, is very much smaller than last year. The returns from the Bathurst district include a very 
small quantity of quartz ; this is probably due partly to the drought and partly to the attention devoted 
to the search for and testing of the numerous silver lodes in the Bathurst district, and it may be to some 
extent due to deficiency in the returns collected by Ihc Mining Begistrars.

Compabatiye Statement of average yields from Quartz Mines for 1884-5.

1684. 1883.

District. Quantity Average 
jier ton Yield of Gold. District. Quantity. Average 

per ton | Yield of Gold.

Tons cwt. qr. oz. dwt. gr 0, dwt. gr. Tons cwt. qr oz. dwt. gr. oz. dwt. RT*Bathurst....................... 30,130 10 0 0 0 13*59 9 S92 15 R m2 0 0 0 15 2*02 4t534 17
Tambaroora and Turon 2,303 0 0 1 0 23 *31 3^044 f> 0 Tambarooia and Turon 2,972 0 0 1 1 9 18 8,177 3 12

9,181 0 o 0 14 p 19 83 9,300 12 o
Southern........................ '321 0 0 0 13 11-73 216 10 O Southern........................ 1,467 2 0 o 0 12 07 2;971 2 0
Tuimifc and Adelong .... 6,683 9 0 0 18 0 10 6,104 10 2 Tumut and Adelong ,,,. 3,960 0 6 0 17 23*18 3,502 14 0
Peel and Uralla.............. 1,605 0 0 0 11 2*57 891 12 PocPand Uralla........ 539 0 0 0 16 16*50 422 17 0
Hunter and Macleav .. . 1,540 0 0 1 ID IS-87 3,073 11 0 Hunter and Macleav 1,333 10 0 0 In 6’16 1,017 5 2
Clarence and Richmond 452 10 0 0 18 318 410 4 21 Clarence and Richmond . 407 16 0 0 Hi 8*91 333 n 9
New England .............. 152 0 0 0 12 0 94 01 10 0 New England ......... 112 2 1 2 7 5*07 264 13 0
Albert .......................... 71 0 0 0 13 ID 60 66 16 o o o 0 11 4 SO 2S o 0
Mudgee ....................... 245 0 0 s 13 293 2,132 0 0 Mud gee ..................... 2,210 10 0 1 0 fj'77 2,237 2 5

52,757 9 0 0 14 9*54 39,979 4 6 27,662 4 1 1 0 12 02 23,355 7 21

The number of miners engaged, more or less, regularly in gold-mining during 1885, is returned by 
the Mining Registrars at 5,1111 (which is some 600 less than in 1884) ; of these 5,081 were Europeans and 
830 Chinese ; 4,009 wore engaged in alluvial mining and 1.902 in quartz.

Taking the quantity of gold won and dividing it by the number of miners employed, we obtain the 
following results:—Dividing the quantity of gold as returned by the Mining Registrars the result is 
14T3 ounces per man, valued at £51 4s. AlAd. for the year. Dividing the quantity of gold sent to the 
Mint and exported the result is 17 55 ounces, valued at £64 Is. 2'65d., representing according to this 
mode of estimating the average earnings of each man for the year.

During the year the department has caused the following assays for gold to be made by Mr. C. 
"Watt, the Government Analyst:—

Gold.

Locality. Description.

I

IVr ton. ' Per cent

Gold. Silver, Lead . Copper.

Abercrombie 
Ranges 

Armidale.....
j. ....

Adelong.....

Bombala.........
Burragorang

j? ■ •
it ■«

Brnidwood

Binda ......
Binalong... 
Bathurst...

11

I
oz. dwt . OZ, dwt.

Red ferruginous stone from 25 miles from Tnenii . .......... 0 4 j 30 4*

Sand (tailings) from HBlgrove .................................................................................. 0 5a
» >J .......... .................... ............ 0

Grey quartz containing gold mid galena ........................................... 27 m 10 15*
Quartz, with zinc blende and iron pyrites from Kurrajong mine .. 31 3 5
Ferruginous quartz ............................................................................ 34 4. 10 4
Ferruginous quartzite and earthv ironstone...................................... 0 fH- 8G H
Quartz containing galena ...................................................................... 0 3 84 18*
Ferruginous quartz with zinc blende ................................................ 0 3 45 14*
Ferruginous quartz and clay rubble ....................................................... . 0 3 31 16
Quartz and quartz rubble ................................................................ 0 2 238 9
Quarlr with gnltnannd pyrites from Little Biver ....................................... 10 18 23 7
Quartz with mispickel........................................................................................................... 38 13 3 10*
Ifispiotel and quartz ........................................................................ 0 4 1 12*
Quartz and galena................................................................................. 0 4 135 11
Porous ferruginous quartz from 1 mile west of .............................. 0 3
Mispickel and quartz from near Yetholme ...................................... 0 4
Pyritous quartz from near Yethnlmo . .......................................... 0 3
Ferruginous quartz from Clare Creek ..................................... 12 14J 3 12

25-8G
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LocuHty. Description.

Urewovrina . 
Bingera ... 
Boagongolong

Bundanonn.....
Bowman Biyer

Capertoo.........
))

Carcoar .........

Cooma .............

Olaronce Heads ..
Bubbo .........
Beepwaler.........
Dungowaii .........

>> ..............

» ...............
Glen Inncs...........
Goulburn .......... :
Gundogai .......... 1
Green Swamp

Jt ...............
G-ordon ..............
Guadaroo .........
Ironbavks ........
Locksluy.............

» ...............
Molonglo ..... .
MiLcholl ...............

ji ............
Mftc’eaj Heads ...
Mudgeo ............
Molong ...............
Mount Forest.....
Mount Forest ... .
Nundlc ..............
Native Dog Creek 
O'Connell ..........

Orange ..............

J)

M
»

Oboron .............
n ............
:i .............

Queaubc^ftii ......
Socklav ............

>» .............
H ...............

............

Rocdy Plat .... 
Snouy Kivcr .....

ji

Scono ............
SiLverlon......
Sunny Corner,

f) ......

Solfcrino...............
'Jenterfield.........
Tnrarm .....
Tuona .................
Upper Hunter ,. 
Wiseman’s Creek

Ferruginous quartz with galena and carbonate of lead ..................
Felspathic quartz with galena and pyrites and gold ..................
Quartz, veins in quartz, porphyry and a little iron pyrites, from 

Jerusalem Creek.
,, from 70 feet level..................................................................

Mispu'kcl ..............................................................................................
Quartz, with free gold, ealcite, pyrites, and block slate, from falls

of Ilowman Hirer ..........................................................................
Stibnite, from Buzorback, 18 miles from Capcrtee ......................
Stibnite, with a little quartz, from 15 miles from Capcrtee ..........
Ferruginous limestone, from near Carcoar..........................................
Iron pyrites and quartz veinstone, from Carcoar..............................
Metallic lead (weight 13 oz.) smelted from 10 lbs. of the above ...
Crushed carbonate oflcad from Michahigo ......................................
Pyritons quartz, with free gold from near Clarence Heads ...........
Quartz with a little galena and pyrites, 25 nilos from Dubbo .......
Zinc blende with copper and iron pyrites..... .....................................
Ferruginous jasper and copper ore, from Mount Pleasant ...............

„ „ with green carbonate of copper,
from 2 chains N N.W. of Mount Pleasant ..................................

Ferruginous gossan, from Mount Pleasant..........................................
Quartz with iron pyrites, from Ben Lomond ..................................
Porous iron ore with pyrites, from 4 miles from Goulburn.............
Quartz containing mispickel........ . ....................................................
Porous quartz veinstone .....................................................................

„ crown iron ore .........................................................................
Yellow felspathic rock ..........................................................................
Slaty quartz ..........................................................................................
Iron and copper pyrites in carbonate of lime......................................
Iron pyrites and quartz, from 2 miles from Goulburn.....................
Porous ferruginous quartz and pyrites ..............................................
Bod ironstone, from reef 12 feet wide..................................................
Quartz veinstone, from Clear Creek .................................................
Ferruginous dnyetonc with quartz and pyrites ................................
Pyritous quartz, from 7 miles norlh of .....................................
Ferruginous clnyslone .........................................................................
Earthy carbonate of copper, from 10 miles west of..........................
Crushed sample, from about 20 miles north-west of Wellesley ........
Crushed sample from about 20 miles N.W. of Wellesley ...............1
Crushed quartz and iron and copper pyrites...................................... 1
Ferruginous quartz . ........................................................................... I
Urown iron ore from Stoney Creek......................................................
Silicious ironstone from about 6 miles from O’Connell ..................
Chlorite rock with quartz and iron pyrites from 10 miles from 

Orange, on Cargo Bond.
Quartzite with copper pyrites and green carbonate of copper, from 

Copper Hill.
Iron ore in schist, from Lewis Ponds Creek, near Orange ........
Yellowish clay and quartz from 20-ft. level.....................................
Ferruginous elaystone, with quartz veinstone, containing arsenate

of iron, from Lewis Ponds Creek ..............................................
Ferruginous quartz from 2 miles from .............................................
Crystals of iron pyrites in clay elate .................................................
Ferruginous quartz veinstone, showing free gold ..........................
Ferruginous quartz, with iron pyrites .................................................
Ferruginous quartzosc schist from Back Creek ..........................
Quart zose schist with greenish ferruginous veins.............................
Quartz and elaystone............................................................................
Ferruginous mica schist ......................................................................
Porous quartz in elaystone .............................................................
Ferruginous quartz ...........................................................................
Quartz containing much iron pyrites mid showing gold freely, from

a vein 1 inch thick ........................................................................... 1
Quartz containing much iron pyrites and showing gold treely from

a vein 1 inch thick .....................................................................
Crushed ferruginous quariz with a little pyrites .............................  i
Q.uartz and mispickel ...................................................................... i
Ferruginous quartz containing galena from 10 miles N. of Silvertonl
Pyrites and quartz from near..............................................................
Qunnz containing pyrites and blonde from a vein 9 feet thick .. I 
Whitish elaystone with cavities containing quartz crystals from 3J1

miles N.1L. of ...................................................................................j
Crushed quariz containing a little pyrites from Band of Hope reef
Claystone with veins of fahlerz and galena from Severn Biver .......
Quartz with mispickel ..........................................................................
Porous gossan from Maguire’s 20-acre lease, Costigao’s Mount . .
Crushed pyrites from Stewart’s Brook Crushing Machine.............
Yellow ferruginous e'aysloue .............................................................

tj

Williams Biver ... 
Wutile Flat ......

ft •«»...

Wagonga ..........

Wellington ........

jj >» ■ • ................ .
FeiTtiginous lode et ufl:' ........................................................................

,, ,, with sulphide of lead, copper, and carbonate
of copper...................................... ............................ ........

Oruflbed pyritous quart? (apparent iy concentrated)...........................
Porous ferruginous quartz showing free gold ..................................

» }> Ji ' f ;j ...................................... .
Massiro iron pyrites in ferruginous quartz Teiuslone, from 3

miles S.W. of Wagonga..............................................................
Copper and iron pyrites in quartzosc elaystone..................................

Per ton.

Gold. Silver.

oz, dwt. oz. dwt.
0 3 25 6

61 13 15 2
1 12 1 124

4 18 0 16
0 5

6 18i
1 18 1 14
2 14*
0 4 8 3
0 9-) 1 2
-1- 18 4 7
1 2J 7 10
G 5 1 14
0 16fc 3 5
1 4* 76 15
0 124

0 3
0 3
0 3
ml.
2 194 1 14
0 194 9 64
nil.
0 4 7 15
8 0 0 16
4 94 2 9
i 104 0 13
0 3
0 4 5 194
0 8 8 114
0 5
0 3 9 16
0 3 23 54
0 3 6 104
9 241 0 13
0 19 1 0

10 54 1 15
0 93 273 114
0 8 3 13
0 5 40 0
1 44 0 144

0 16 1 18

0 15 5 13
1 6* 9 64
0 04 5 141

4 14 1 7
0 3

1 1 14 2 17
0 19J 10 9
0 74
2 193 645 54
5 3*L 788 16
0 4-
0 94 131 94
5 6

270 16 7 3

136 34 4 24
17 194 2 9
10 6 0 14
0 3 8 3
0 101
0 84 ’6 2

0 3 18 10
1 19*
0 104 44 13
0 16
0 3 88 4-

43 1 7 54
1 0 167 Hi
0 6 A 7 2
0 3 13 12

0 194 133 13
4 13& 1 IGi
8 JU
6 2

3 54 0 16
0 44 1 124

Per cent.

Lead. Copper,

67'0
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Cudr..

The output of coal for 1S85 exceeds Oiiii, of ISSfin quantity by 129,754 tons, and in value by 
£37,135 13a. Sd., and, of course, largely exceeds that of any previous year. There is a considerable 
increase in the export of coal to foreign Ports, and also in the Home consumption, but the export to 
Colonial Ports is a shade less than that of 1884. The growth of our coal trade is most satisfactory, and 
indicates the necessity for making provision for meeting the gradually increasing demand which will 
probably, in the near future, reach very large proportions. The average price per ton last year was about 
2d. per ton less than the preceding year, and abeut 7d. per ton less than the average price since 1858.

By the aid of the Diamond Drills a considerable amount of useful work lias been done during 1885 
in proving the coal-seams in various localities. The aggregate thickness of the coal-seams bored through 
during the year was 257 feet inches, as compared with 156 feet bored through in 1884.

The 'Warden at Dubbo reports that although little progress has been made during 1885 in proving 
the coal-seams in that locality there is reason to believe operations will be commenced in earnest at an 
early date. Mr. Coghlau. who tested the land by means of the diamond drill, lias abandoned his holdings 
on account of the seams therein not being sufficiently thick to pay for working. The Dubbo coal-mine 
at Ballimore, on the Talbragar Biver, consists of 980 acres, on which 3 shafts have been sunk—Ho. 1, 
98 feet deep, No. 2, 130 feet, No. 3, 207 feet; these shafts are a quarter of a mile apart. The same 
seams of coal have been cut in each, the largest seams being 5 fest 10 inches thick, the others 2 foot, 
3 feet 6 inches, and 3 feet 8 inches respectively. These scams have small bands running through them. 
.About 50 tons of coal have boon raised from No. 1 shaft, of which 25 tons have been tested by the 
Nail way Department, and proved satisfactory. Operations have been temporarily suspended'pending 
arrangements for laying a line of railway to connect the mine with the Great Western Bail way. The 
Warden reports that there is a general impression that there is plenty of coal in the division, but all 
attempts to open up the deposits have been abandoned. The search for coal at Bocky Mouth, on the 
Clarence Biver, has not been abandoned. Nothing has yet been done towards opening up the coal-seams 
in the Vegetable Creek district, but if the silver lodes iu that locality be extensively worked a demand for 
the coal may arise. In consequence of a sample of coal from near Gunnedah sent to this department for 
analysis proving to be of excellent quality, Mr. Geological-Surveyor David was sent to report upon the 
seam from which it was taken, iu order that, if found to be of workable thickness, the Crown Lands in the 
vicinity might be reserved from sale. Mr. David found that two seams of coal, one G feet 4 inches thick, 
and the other about 7 feet thick, had been discovered at depths of 72 feet and 93 feet respectively below 
the surface, while sinking wells on Mr. .T. Prior’s selection and on Mr. J. Dareey’s selection, about 5 
miles from the railway line. The coal is of excellesit quality for steam, household, and gas purposes, and 
as it occurs so near the railway line, and about 120 miles beyond the nearest colliery now working, it will 
prove of great advantage to the Bail way service on the Great Northern Line north of Murrurundi,

Prom the following statement it will be seen that there has been an increase in output and value 
in each of the three coal districts, hut the increase in the output was proportionately larger in the Western 
than in the other districts, while the decrease in price was greater in that district than in any other. In 
the Northern district the average price in 1885 was 9s. 9 29d. per ton, as compared with 9s. XOTGd. in 
1884, In the Western district the average price per ton was 4s. ll'lod, in 1885, as compared with 
5s. 5'22d. in 1884. In the Southern district the average price per ton was 10s. l’9d. iu 1885, as compared 
with 10s. 4d. in 1884.

Quantity and value of Coal raised from the opening of the Coal-seams to 1857 inclusive:—

Vcnr. Quantity. Average per ton. Value. ■ Year. Quantity, Average per ton. Value.

Prior to £ s. A. £ i ;C B. d. £
182fl 50,000 0 10 0 25,000 1844 23,118 0 10 8-34 12,363
1820 780 0 10 1-23 30! 1815 22,324 0 7 10'27 8,769
1830 4,000 0 0 000 1,800 j 1846 38,905 0 7 0-46 13,714
1831 5,000 0 s o-oo 2,000 1817 4-0,732 0 6 9'01 13,750
1832 7.143 0 7 O'OO 2,503 ' ISIS 45,447 0 6 3-38 14,275
1833 6,812 0 7 0-73 2,575 1840 48.516 0 6 0-45 14,617
183i 8,400 o s lo-oo 3,750 1850 71,216 0 6 6-77 23,375
1833 12,392 0 8 lO'IO 5.4S3 1851 67,610 0 7 651 25j54{!
1836 12,646 0 0 I'OG 5,7-17 1852 67,404 0 10 11-33 36,885
1837 16,083 0 0 S-81 5,828 1853 06,809 0 16 1-51 78,059
3838 17,220 0 9 0 05 8,300 1854 116,64.8 1 0 5-63 110,380
1830 21,283 0 9 9-73 10,441 1855 ] 37,076 0 12 11-06 89,032
1810 30,25*} 0 10 10 86 16,498 1856 189,960 0 12 4-06 117,906
1841 34,811 0 12 000 20,005 1857 210,434 0 14 0-97 148,15S
1812
1843

30,900
25,862

0 12 0-00
0 12 6'54

23,040
16,222 1,463,061 0 11 10-72 869,391
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Table slicuviug the quantities and average value per ion of Coal exported to Intercolonial and Foreign Povt^ 
respectively, the quantity of Coal consumed in this Colony, and the average price per ton of the total output of 
the Collieries, from 1858 to 1885,inclusive:—

E
s

K*

JJxporta to Intercolonial Ports Exports to Foreign Ports. Total Exports.
Heme

comsump*
tion.

Total Output and Value.

Quantity. Average 
per ton. Value. Quantity. Average 

i>er ton. Value. Quantity. Average 
per ton. Value, Quantity Average 

per ton. Value,

Tons. £ Si (1. £ Ton4?. £ s. d. £ Tons £ s. it. £ Tons, Tong £ s. d. £ s. d.
ISIS 101,468 0 15 l'C7 70,824 12,039 1 0 1-85 12,132 113,527 0 15 8*05 SS.0.60 102,870 210,397 0 14 11-84 162,162 0 0
I860 120,580 0 14 0’07 94,312 44,319 0 17 6-27 38,072 173.935 0 15 3-49 132,984 134,278 308,218 0 13 3*14 204,371 0 0
38G0 14(1,183 0 14 10-85 104,471 93,094 0 16 11 10 79,290 233,877 0 15 8 67 183,701 134,985 308,802 0 32 3 30 226,493 0 0
3SC1 157,278 0 15 2-25 119,433 60,502 0 16 5*37 41,532 207,780 0 15 5*92 160,oo;. 134,287 342,007 0 12 O’fiO 213,820 0 0
1882 195,427 0 15 ivss 147,019 113,355 0 17 4*34 93,403 308,782 0 15 10*75 245,422 167,740 476,522 0 12 fi*7;i 305,234 0 0
ISOS 213,909 0 IS 8'40 140,532 84,129 0 17 0*10 73,649 293,933 0 14 9*30 220,181 185,851 433,889 0 10 10-66 230,230 0 0
1804 283,539 0 10 3'74 140 199 88,927 0 14 10 90 06,239 372,460 0 11 4-91 212,488 176,540 549,012 0 s 10-10 270,171 0 0
1808 292,004 0 9 11'83 140 L29 90,3041 0 15 9*70 08,029 382,MBJ 0 11 2 20 214,158 202,5504 585,625 0 9 4*43 274,303 0 0
1800 344,194 0 9 2 08 1,59,176 190,711 0 14 i 53 141,413 540,905 0 11 1*37 300,538 233’333' 774,233 0 8 4 44 324,049 0 0
1807 312,101 0 9 4 35 140,111 101,256 0 IS 3*47 107,148 473,357 0 10 S*40 203,350 296,655 770,012 0 S 10*79 342,065 0 0
1803 329,052 0 9 5*70 155,975 213,934 0 12 5 29 330,220 548,036 0 10 7-90 202,201 406,195 954,231 0 8 0*08 417,803 0 0
1809 340,406 0 8 9*07 149,059 255,037 1) n 8 31 149,136 505,553 0 10 0-l« 298,195 324,221 910,774 0 7 6*82 346,146 0 0
1370 335,504 0 8 0-02 142,056 212,825 0 JO 3 57 125,025 678,339 0 9 3 07 267,081 290,175 808,504 0 7 3-64 310,830 0 0
1871 378,891 0 8 c-0i 102,470 186,533 0 10 1*22 94,220 665,429 0 9 0*05 256,690 333,355 393,784 0 7 0*47 310,340 0 0
1872 394,052 0 8 8*11 170,917 275,058 0 9 11^0 « 136,914 069,110 0 9 2*42 307,801 343,316 1,012.4S8 0 7 £)*02 396,198 0 0
1S73 425,937 0 12 0*32 272,110 347,142 0 14 7 59 213,870 773,079 0 13 7-82 5*6,039 419,783 3,192,862 0 11 1*94 000,717 0 0
1874 407,633 0 13 8 30 320,119 405,442 0 15 4 70 312,128 873,025 0 14 5-81 032,247 431,587 1,304,612 0 12 1*37 700,221 0 0
isvo 518,853 0 13 777 354,074 403,154 0 15 0-04 317,409 1127,007 0 14 5*84 071,483 402,722 3,329,729 0 12 3 30 819,420 17 2
1870 542,052 0 13 8 45 872,045 325,305 0 15 0 45 253,166 808,817 0 14 4*70 626,211 4.61,101 l.SlflyOlS 0 12 2-06 803,300 5 6
1877 503,757 0 13 6-<J4 380,749 351,970 0 14 10-SI 262,237 915,727 0 14 2-08 043,977 528,544 1,444,271 0 11 10-74 856,998 8 2
1S7S 623,325 9 13 8*77 427,954 383,097 0 14 7'09 230,452 1,000,420 0 14 0-93 708,400 569,077 1,S75,4B7 0 11 8-2S 920,93C 7 4
1879 621,087 0 13 G'75 421,193 370,902 0 14 0*13 273,509 998,049 0 13 11*05 091,707 585,332 1,583,331 0 12 0-32 950,878 18 3
1880 550,672 0 11 2*67 309,004 202,034 0 11 8-79 110,205 753,356 0 11 3*48 425,200 712,824 1,400,180 0 8 6 30 615,336 11 7
1881 057,1-15 0 7 9*34 255,572 372,709 0 6 8-29 101,953 1,020,844 0 8 1-30 417,530 739,753 1,709,597 0 6 9 55 003,248 6 8
1SS2 760,220 0 9 9-54 372,384 501,319 0 10 11-50 274,099 1,201,545 0 10 309 647,033 847,737 2,109,232 0 S 11-97 948,965 0 0
1SS3 855,704 0 10 5*75 448,850 050,741 0 11 7*34 381,806 1,512,445 0 10 11 06 829,602 1,009,1)12 2,521,457 0 D 0-40 1,201,041 12 11
1884 994,087 0 10 s-eo 632,033 090,076 0 11 5-14 398,107 1,690,763 0 11 0*15 031,015 1,058,346 2,749,109 O 9 5*71 1,303,070 19 11
1885 991,024 0 10 7-13 525,443 764,432 0 11 0-52 441,220 1,700,356 0 11 0*09 ooo.oos 1,122,607 2,878,808 0 9 3 72 1,340,212 13 7

12,521,034 O 11 3*41 7,005,193 7,908,9514 0 12 10'62 5,094,543 20,423,685} 0 n 10*85 12,159,74212,294,883} 32,723,274 0 9 10 60 16,180,113 0 I

CoMPAitAirvE Statement of Output of Coal in the Northern, "Western, and Southern Districts.

Output, Northern District......................................

Increase as compared witli previous Year..............

Decrease do. do. ..............

Output, Western District ....................................

Increase as compared with previous year...............

Decrease do. do. ...............

1881. 1882.

Tons. Value. Tons. Value.

1,352,472 2 0
£ a. a.

437,269 18 2 1,569,517 0 0
£ s. a.

715,937 3 6

273,402 13 0

22,103 6 8

217,044 18 0 278,667 5 4

103,842 4 0 47,659 18 C 197,030 0 O 62,916 1 2

16,882 4 0 5,379 11 9 33,796 16 0 15,255 2 8

Output, Southern District ......................................

Increase as compared with previous year..............

Decrease do, do. ..............

258,910 0 0 118,318 9 O 342,126 0 0 170,113 8 0

18,699 O 0 4,035 9 0 83,216 O 0 51,794 19 0

1883. 1884, 1885.

Tons. Value. Tong. Valuo. Tons. Valuo.

Output, Northern Pislrict

Increase as compared with 
previous years.

Decrease do........................

Output, Western District

Increase ns compared with 
previous year.

Decrease do..................... .

Output, Southern District

Increase as compared with 
previous year.

Decrease do........................

1,899,619 16 0
£ f. a.

928,026 13 6 2,055,342 10 3

£ s, a.|

1,011,933 13 72,113,372 13 0
£ s, a.

1,032,904 13 4

20,970 19 9330,102 1C 0 212,089 9 11 155,722 14 3 83,907 0 2 58,030 2 1

232,418 3 0 77,780 IS 6 273,823 14 0 74,161 9 7 311,762 16 0 76,836 13 3

34,779 3 0 14,865 17 4 41,405 11 0

3,619 8 11

37,939 2 0 2,675 3 8

389,419 2 0 196,134 1 0 419,942 9 0 216,931 10 0 453,727 15 3 230,4.71 7 0

47,203 2 0 26,020 13 0 30,523 7 0 20,847 15 9 33,785 6 3 13,489 10 3

The number of coal and shale mines under inspection during 1885 was 38 in the Northern District, 
15 in the Southern District., and 14 in the Western District—total, 67, and 11 opening out while in 1884 
the number was 64 under inspection and 22 opening out. Two collieries were worked out and abandoned, 
and work suspended in one.

During the year there were 51 accidents in collieries; of these, 11 were fatal, and 40 non-fatal.

During442-D
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During the year the Department caused the following analyses to be|made:—

Coal.

Locality. Description o( Mineral.

BlackbefiMi, Coal from a new Beam at Black- 
heath.................................... '

Do

Cockle Creek

Do

Do

Clarence Siding |

Lake Macquarie |

Do

Do

Do

Mitlagong

Shoalharen

Do from do.,

Analysis. Coke
X

Sulphur Specific 
% Gravity.

Hygroscopic moisture ........................... S'dO ^
Volatile hydrocarbons, Ac..................... 20'17 (
Eiod carbon............................................  00'76 (
Ash.......................................................... 16-77.

100-00

Hygroscopic moisture .......................... 2-75"-
Volatile hydrocarbons, &c.................... 27-15 (
Fixed carbon...........................................  63'86 (
Ash......................................................... 6-2 4.

100-00

Bituminons coal from surface j 
seam, 6 feet 11 inches thick 
Northumberland Coal Co.’s 
land ................................... '

Bituminons coal fromNo. 1 seam, I 
5 feet 8 inches thick, 310 - 
feet deep, from do.............. |

Bituminous coal from No. 2 ( 
seam, 8 feet thick, 684 feet • 
deep, from do..................... |

Bituminous coal from Clarence ( 
Siding, Creat Western Rail- ■( 
way Line ....... /

Bituminous coal from the t 
Great Northern Coal Co.’s l 
Mine ....................................^

f
Coal from a new scam on the | 

Quigley Estate, Lake Mac- ■{ 
quaric...................................  I

Do from do.

Hygroscopic moisture .......................... 2'12'
Volatile hydrocarbons, &c.....................  31-24 (
Fixed carbon ....................................... 55'13 (
Ash......................................................... 1151.

Do from do.,

Bituminous coal, approaching 
anthracite from Mittagong.

Bituminous coal from head of 
Clyde River ......................

100-00

Hygroscopic moisture .......................... 2 60 '
Volatile hydrocarbons, &e...................... 24-88 f
Fixed carbon........................................... 55-84 (
Ash ........................................................ 16-68.

100-00

Hygroscopic moisture .......................... 1'89'
Volatile hydrocarbons, &c.....................  30'52 (
Fixed carbon...........................................  52'31 (
Ash ......................................................... 15'28.

100-00

Hygroscopic moisture .......................... 3'60'
Volatile hydrocarbons, Ac......................  27'15 (
Fixed carbon...........................................  61"00 (
Ash.......................................................... 8"25.

10000

Hygroscopic moisture .......................... 2'98'
Volatile hydrocarbons, Ac.....................  34-02 (
Fixed carbon.......................................... 53-67 (
Ash.......................................... ............... 9‘43.

10000

Moisture.................................................. 2"65'1
Volatile hydrocarbons, Ac..................... 29-38 j
Fixed carbon .......................................... 50'67 1-
Ash .......................................................  17-10 |
Sulphur  ................. ............................... 0-20J

100-00

Moisture ................................................. 3'15'|
Volatile hydrocarbons, Ac...................... 33‘05 1
Fixed carbon.......................................... 65-11 J-
Ash............................................................. 8‘43 j
Sulphur.................................................. 0'26J

100-00

Moisture.................................................. 3'30'J
Volatile hydrocarbons, Ac......................  30'00 j
Fixed carbon......................................... 57'72 j-
Ash......................................................... 6'43
Sulphur ... . .......................................... 0-55j

100-00

Hygroscopic moisture .......................... 4-14'
Volatile hydrocarbons, Ac........................ 5-26 I
Fixed carbon............................................ 76'54 I
Ash ...........................................................  14-06.

10000

Moisture ..... ........................................ 3'20"
Volatile hydrocarbons, Ac..................... 28'9S I
Fixed carbon.......................................... 59'88 I
Ash ...................................................... 7-94.

77'53

70-10

75-52

69-26

63-0

67-77

63-54

6615

0-439

0-70

0-46

0-42

1-44

0-39

0-24

67-82 1-43

1-40

1-32

1-360

1-358

1-298

1-38

1-40

1-33

1-35

1-52

1-313

100-00
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Locality. Description of Mineral. Complete Analysis. Coke
%

Shoa^haren... Biturainona Coal from head of ' 
Clyde Hirer ........................"

Moisture .............................................. ‘85'
Volatile hydrocarbons, &e..................... 32'15 /
Eixed carbon......................................... 5C‘18 (
Ash.......................................................... lO'SZ^

100‘00

67-0

Sulphur Specific 
% Gravity.

1-63 1-302

Do Do S Moisture ..........................
Volatile hydrocarbons, &c.

Filed carbon......................
Ash.......................................

‘75' 
3037 
45‘64 
23'24

68‘88 1-26 1-359

100-00

Do Do
Moisture ...... ...................
Volatile hydrocarbons, &c,
Fixed carbon.......................
Ash.....................................

1-60
32-30
59-22

6-88
66-10 1-21 1-21

10000

Wakba
’ Cannel coal from a seam 4 ft. 

thick, from between Tam- 
■worth and Bendemeei", Wel
ch a District.

Hygroscopic moisture.....
Volatile hydrocarbons, &c.
Fixed carbon.....................
Ash.............................. ......

TBS') 
54-15 ( 
17 201 
27-io;

100-00

1-325

l1 or further information concerning the composition of the coals of this Colony, sec the report of 
Mr. W. A. Dixon, I\C.S., 1M.C., &c., &e., in the Annual iteport of this Department for the year 1880.

. Shale.

The discovery of kerosene shale in various parts of the Colony lias not so far led to the opening up 
of any new mines. The New South Wales Shale and Oil Company at Hartley, and the Australian 
Kerosene Oil and Mineral Company at Joadga Creek, are the only Companies working this mineral. The 
latter Company made large additions to their works during the year. The quantity of shale raised during 
the year was less than the preceding year, but the price per ton was higher than any year since 1878.

The following table shows the quantity and value of Kerosene Shale produced during the years
1865 to 1885.

Year. Quantity. Average price per ton. Total Value,

Tons. £ 3. d. £ d.
1865 570 4 2 B-47 2,650 0 0
1866 2,770 2 18 10-48 8,160 0 0
1867 4,079 3 14 9-21 15,249 0 0
1868 16,962 2 17 711 48,816 0 0
1869 7,500 2 10 o-oo 18,750 0 0
1870 8,580 3 4 3-18 27,570 0 0
1871 14,700 2 6 3-91 34,050 0 0
1872 11,040 2 11 11-91 28,700 0 0
1873 17,850 2 16 6-55 50,475 0 0
1874 12,100 2 6 1-48 27,300 0 0
1875 6,197 2 10 2-22 16,500 0 0
1876 15,998 3 0 o-oo 47,994 0 0
1877 18,963 2 9 0-81 46,524. 0 0
1878 24,371 2 6 11-40 57,211 0 0
1879 32,519 2 1 1-96 66,930 10 0
1880 19,201 2 6 703 44,724 16 0
1881 27,894 1 9 2-59 40,748 0 0
1882 48,065 1 15 o-oo 84,114 0 0
1883 49,250 1 16 10-77 90,861 10 0
1884 81,618 2 5 7-86 72,176 0 0
1885 27,462 2 8 1162 67,239 0 0

397,679 2 5 0-39 895,436 15 0
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The follo-.ving samples, senL to the Department, have been analyzed during the year

Shale.

Locality,

Capcrtee

Do

Bescription of Mineral.

Kerosene slm'c from Capcrtee

Kerosene slialo from Capcrtee.

Analysis.

Hygroscopic moisture......
Volatile hydrocarbons, &c.
Fixed carbon ..................
Ash ..................................

Hygroscopic moisture.......
Volatile hydrocarbons, Ac.
FjiccI carbon ..................
Ash ..................................

Specific
Gravity.

•isv 
sroi (
S'04(

i2-oo ;
1-060

100-00

1-00 
64-76 
17-24 (' 
i7‘Oo;

100-00

Mount Vietoria Kerosene shale from Capcrtee,.,
Hygroscopic moisture......
Volatile hydrocm-hons, Ac,
Fixed carbon ..................
Ash ..................................

•45 
66-94 
12 41 
20-20

1-157

100-00

Mudgcc Kerosene shale from near Mudgcc ...
Hygroscopic moisture...................
Volatile hydrocarbons, Ac............
Fixed carbon ...............................
Ash .............................................. .

-33
63-37

9-51
26'74

1-152

100-00

ShoalhnTcn ( Kerosene shale from head of Clyde 
i Biver..............................................

Hygroscopic moisture......
Volatile hydrocarbons, Ac.
Fixed carbon ...................
Asb ..................................

0-02 V 
44-98 f 
13-20 ( 
4i-so;

1-412

10000

Wolgan Fiver
Kerosene shale from the Wolgan 

Biver, 1,400 feet below the Hall
way at Wallerawang ..................

Hygroscopic moisture ......
Volatile hydrocarbons, Ac.,
Fixed carbon .....................
Ash .....................................

■11
G3-53
10-30
£6-00

1-061

100-00

The following samples of Lignite, from Merimbula, have been analyzed during the year:—■

Liosite.

Locality. Description of Mineral.

Merimbula Lignite front Merimbula

Analysis.

Hygroscopic moisture
Loss on ignition ...... .
Fixed carbon ......... '..
Ash .......................... .

19-40
37-43
32-84
10-33

Specific
Gravity. Sulphur

6-04

100-00

Do { Lignite from middle seam, 3 feet 
6 inches thick, from Merimbula

Hygroscopic moisture.................................. 25-46 V
Volatile at red heat............. ........................  22'22 f I
Fixed carbon ..............................................  29 14 f I
Ash .............................................................. 23 IS/I

100-00
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Tijr.

Tlic export of tin during 1885 was much less than that ot the preceding year, hut the export of 
tin ore was considerably larger. The value of our exports under this head is smaller than any year since 
1880. The decrease appears to he due mainly to the drought, but also in part to the fact that this branch 
of mining has not recovered from the depression caused by the low price of tin, and in part to the fact 
that many of the shallow deposits in the older fields arc exhausted, and that the deeper deposits and the 
lodes have not yet been developed. Tn the Bondeuieer division, at Watson’s Creek, and Giant’s Den. there 
is a probability of tin-mining being ultimately carried on with success. The Perseverance Co. raised o 
tons of tin ore valued at £287. The other Companies in that locality have been engaged on preliminary 
work during the year. The discovery of stream-tin in the Bendcmeer division has been reported, hut the 
deposit was not worked on account of the scarcity of water. The insufficiency of water for sluicing 
purposes seriously reduced the output of tin ore in the Maryland and "Wilson’s Downfall mines. The 
value of the output in these localities was £15,550.

In the Glen Tunes division the output of tin ore in 1885 exceeded that of 1SST by more than 400 
tons. Tins increase was pretty evenly distributed between the shallow, deep, and lode workings, and was 
mainly due to the more abundant rainfall of the year, and the advance in the price of tin iu the Homo 
market. Capital and labour were freely expended in prospecting the deep ground underlying the basalt; 
but in many instances the result lias been disheartening, not even a trace of tin ore being found. As 
some compensation for these repeated failures, the continuation of the famous "Wesley lead has been 
discovered by Messrs. Bailey and party, at a depth of 140 feet, and proved to extend a considerable 
distance. The lead is about 40 feet wide, between abrupt walls of granite. In lode-mining : A large 
amount of money was expended in the effort to establish this branch of mining, but the result has not 
been satisfactory, as it is reported that, notwithstanding the promising surface indications that are to be 
met with in various parts of the district, no lodes have yet been proved to be of a permanent 
character. In the Ottcry mine near Tent Hill, the lodes are found from 4 to 8 feet in width, hut the 
stone is of poor quality, rarely exceeding 3 per cent, of black tin. The Dutchman and Torrington 
lodes are reported to be much richer, but not so regular in formation. Several parcels of 100 tons from 
these mines are said to have yielded 20 per cent, of black tin. A much larger output of ore from lodes is 
anticipated, and a very complete reducing plant has been erected. The output of ore in this division is 
reported to ho as follows:—

29

tons. c\\L qr.
Vegetable Creek—Deep Leads.................................. 0-15 'J 2

Lode.............................................. 352 2 3
Shallow ...................................... 1,181 11 3

Glen Junes—Shallow workings.................................. 160 0 0

Total.................................. 2,042 6 0

which, at £53 per ton, gives a value of £140,030 5s.

The Manager of the Tent Hill Smelting Works reports a total of 1,328 tons IS cwt. 3 qr. 2 lb. of tin 
ore received for reduction during the year, and that the quantity of refined tin sent away was 885 tons 
18 cwt 1 qr. 17 lb. Of the ore raised in the district, 11.0 tons were forwarded to Brisbane for smelting. 
During the year a new discovery (known as the Bacccourse Lead) was made. It seems to follow the im
perfectly defined dividing range between the Mole and Severn Elvers. The wash-dirt in this lead is white, 
while the next furrow south of it carries red iron-stained drift-sand only. This is very apparent in 
some spots where the lead is worked—the red and white wash-dirt standing side by side with only an 
inch of neutral tint between them. The ore on the Eacccourse lead is pure oxide, assaying 75 per cent, 
streamed in a box. That in the red drift and red wash-dirt in the southern furrow is cleaucd by hydraulic 
pressure; when taken from the sluice-box. it rarely assays higher than 72 per cent.—The Willoughby 
cleaner brings it up to 75 per cent. The report of the Mining Registrar at Emmaville contains a large 
amount of detail information concerning the principal mines in bis division.

Some complaints were made during the year that the Regulations made under the Mining Act 
Turther Amendment Act were not satisfactory, in so far as they imposed a royalty upon the mineral won. 
It was also found that such Regulations operated prejudicially to the miners who were working as tributors. 
They have therefore been repealed, the royalty abolished, and the rent increased from 2s. per acre to 5s. 
per acre, the same as is charged on Crown lands.

Taijj.e
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Table showing the quantity and value of Tin exported from, and the produce of, the Colony of Xew South
Wales, since the opening of the Tin-fields in 1872.

Year.
Ingots. Ore. Total.

Quantity. Value. Qu&ntttj'. Value. Quantity. Value.

Tons cwt. £ 8. d. Tons cmb. £ s. d. Tons cwt. £ 6. d.

1872 47 0 6,482 0 0

©300 41,337 0 0 896 0 47,819 0 0

1873 911 0 107,795 0 0 3,660 0 226,641 0 0 4,571 0 334,436 0 0

1874 4,101 0 366,189 0 0 2,118 0 118,133 0 0 6,219 0 484,322 0 0

1876 6,058 0 476,168 0 0 2,022 0 86,143 0 0 8,080 0 561,311 0 0

1876 5,449 0 379,318 0 0 1,509 0 60,320 0 0 6,958 0 439,638 0 0

1877 7,230 0 477,952 0 0 824 0 30,588 0 0 8,054 0 508,640 0 0

1878 6,085 0 362,072 0 0 1,125 0 33,750 0 0 7,210 0 395,822 0 0

1879 5,107 2 313,075 0 0 813 15 29,274 0 0 5,920 17 372,349 0 0

1880 5,476 6 440,615 0 0 682 6 30,722 9 0 6,158 12 471,337 0 0

18S1 7,590 17* 686,511 0 0 609 6 37,492 0 0 8,200 3* 724.,003 0 0

1882 8,059 0 800,571 0 0 611 0 32,890 0 0 8,670 0 833,461 0 0

1883 8,680 1 802,867 0 0 445 4 21,685 0 0 9,125 5 824,552 0 0

1884 6,315 16 506,726 0 0 349 13 14,861 0 0 6,665 9 621,587 0 0

1885 4,667 18 390,458 0 0 534 18 25,168 0 0 5,192 16 415,626 0 0

75,768 0* 6,145,799 0 0 16,153 2 789,004 0 0 91,921 2* 6,934,803 0 0

Tin.

Locality. Description of Mineral. Metallic Tin %

Emmaville.............. Oxide of tin in crystals scattered through coarse crystals of quartz and mica,
from the Gulf ................................................................................................. 69'30

JJ ............... J 3 J} JJ >) 70-50

>» ........... . • Tine icashed sand containing quartz, zircons, Kmonito, spinel, titanic iron,
and cassiteritc from Y Waterholes ............................................................... 405

G-umble ................... Earthy blue and green carbonates of copper, and brown earthy lode stuff, Copper.
from Gumbtej near Molong.......... ................ ................................................. 25-50 14-85

Brown oartby lode stuff, with ft little carbonate of copper, from Gmnblc, near Silver,
38‘9 Goz. lOidwt

Morool Creek........... Stream tin drift from foot of a range of hills at Broken Dam, Merool Creek 52 3

Oban ...................... Blnek sand containing tin-stone, limonite, spinel, fee., from near Obnn, Now
63-70

Tenterlield............... Tin-stone in lode stuff from 7* miles from Tenterlield, on the road to
Ballandore.............................................................................................. 40-35

Tingha .................. Black tin and iron Hand with a little quartz from about 10 miles north of
Tineha ...................................................................................... .............

Goppeb.

The low price of copper has had a most depressing effect upon this branch of mining—in fact all 
but the very best mines may be said to have suspended work in consequence, and numerous promising 
ventures have been for tbc present at any rate abandoned. The quantity of copper exported in 1885 is 
certainly less than during 1883 and 1884, but with the exception of those two years it is larger than the 
export of any previous year. The value of the copper sent away is, however, less than for any year since 
1879, and considerably less than the decennial average.

Table
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Table showing the quantity and value of Copper, the produce of-the Colony, exported from the Colony
of New South "Wales, from 1858 to 1885.

Year,
Ingots, Ore and Regulua, Total.

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value.

Tone cwt. £ Tons cwt. £ Tons cwt. £
1858 ........... 58 0 1,400 58 0 1,400
1850 .......... 30 0 578 30 0 678
1860 ........ 43 0 1,535 43 0 1,535
1861 ........... 144 0 3,390 144 0 s’soo ■
1862 ....... 213 0 5,742 213 0 5 742
1863 ......... 23 0 1,680 114 0 "420 137 0 2^100
1864 ... . 54 0 5,230 o 5 230
1865 ......... 247 0 16^820 22 0 545 269 0 1^365
1866 ......... • 255 0 18,905 23 0 1,885 278 0 20,790
1867 ......... 393 0 30,189 0 2 5 393 0 30,194
1868 ......... 64>4 0 23,297 172 0 4,000 816 o- 27,297
1869 ......... 1,980 0 74,605 104 0 2,070 2,084 0 76,675
1870 ......... 994 0 65,671 6 0 60 1,000 0 65,731
1871 ......... 1,350 0 87,570 94 0 1,297 1,444 0 88,876
1872 ......... 1,035 0 92,736 417 0 13,152 1,452 0 105,888
1873 ......... 2,795 0 237,412 5 L 0 1.690 2,846 0 239,102
1874 ......... 3,638 0 311,519 522 0 13,621 4,160 0 325,140
1875 ......... 3,520 0 297,334 157 0 4,356 3,677 0 301,690
1876 ......... 3,106 0 243,142 169 0 6,836 3,275 0 249,978
1877 ......... 4,153 0 307,181 360 0 17,045 4,513 0 324,226
1878 ......... 4,983 0 337,409 236 0 7,749 5,219 0 345,158
1879 ......... 4,106 15 256,437 36 7 915 4,143 2 257,352
1880 ......... 5,262 10 359,260 131 IS* 4,799 5,394 8* 364,059
1881 ......... 5,361 0 350,087 132 16 4,975 5,493 16 355,062
1882 ........... 4,865 3 821,837 93 l 2,840 4,958 4 324,727
1883 ......... 8,872 17 574,497 84 10 2,704 8,957 7 577,201
1884 ......... 7,286 6 415,601 18 18 578 7,305 4 416,179
1885 .......... 5,745 5 264,905 0 15 15 5,746 0 264,920

Total... 70,609 16 4,692,961 3,403 7$ 103,624. 74,103 H 4,796,585

The Wardens and Mining Registrars report:—The llurraga copper-mine was working all the 
year. 150 men were employed. There are four smelting furnaces and refining furnaces connected with 
this mine. The lode is as rich, if not richer than ever ; width of lode, 0 feet; the shaft is 228 feet deepi 
the deepest level, 125 feet; 4,215 tons of ore raised produced 440 tons of fine copper, valued at £22,500' 
The low price of copper deters capitalists from working the numerous rich lodes iu the Carcoar division 
Work was suspended at the Frogmore mine, in the Burrona division, at the end of January, 1885, in con
sequence of the low price of copper. Prior to suspension of work 60 tons of ore was raised from a depth 
of 300 feet, which yielded 2 cwt. 1 qr. of copper per ton. The Coopera Curraba copper-mine, at Novvendoc, 
in the Walcha division, has started three shafts. The main shaft, 45 feet deep, is sunk on a lode which, at 
bottom of the shaft, is 4 feet 6 inches wide and well defined, the ore having improved from 8 per cent, to 
14 per cent, Another shaft is sunk 12 feet on a lode 14 feet wide, which looks well. At the Belara 
copper-mine, in the Wellington division, 1,000 tons of ore have been raised, which produced 640 tons of 
regains. The depth of the shaft is 160 feet; deepest level, 140 feet; width of lodo, 8 inches to 8 feet. The 
G-irilamboue mine and the Great Central mine were networked in consequence of the low price of copper. 
For the same reason work was suspended at the new Mount Hope mine, after having raised 3,795 tons of 
ore, which produced 635 tons of fine copper. Notwithstanding the low price of copper, the Great Cobar 
mine employs 500 men and boys. The deepest shaft is 564 feet; the deepest level, 420 feet; the width of 
the lodo, from 2 to 50 feet. The ores consist of carbonates, oxides, and sulphides. The quantity of ore 
raised during the year was 23,300 tons, which produced, when smelted, 2,135 tons of copper, valued at 
£106,750.

The Nymagee mine, which is about 50 miles south-east of Cobar, employs 350 men and boys; 
depth of shaft, 528 feet; deepest level, 516 feet; width of lode, 4 to 12 feet. The quantity of ore raised 
during the year was 15,773 tons, which produced 1,804 tons of fine copper, valued at £80,000. The ores 
consist of sulphurct and carbonates, the average percentage of copper being 11'42.

The
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The following assays have been made daring the year:—

Locality, Description of Mineral,
1’cr ton.

Copper.
Gold. Silver.

Barrier Ttangc 
■ >» •

jj *

jj
?j
u

»j . .. .
jj ......

Burrowa .............
Binalong..............
Braidwood...........
Coadobolin..........

Emniavilla ...........
Glen Inncs..........
Gamble ...............

fronbarks ..........

Kama..................
Hockley ..............

Xuoia..................
TJ ........... .....

Wellington.........

Fcrrnginons quartwitli red oxide and green carbonate of copper
Oxide of iron, with sulphide end carbonate of copper.....................
Carbonate and sulphide of copper, in quarts, from 12 miles H.I5. of 

Mount Gipps ..........................................................................

Iron ore mid green carbonate of copper from ditto.............................
Sulphide, oxide, and carbonaie of copper, from near Mount Gipps .
Grc3r sulphide and green carbonate of copper .....................................
Red oxide and carbonate of copper, from 12 miles S.W, of Pinnacles
Red oxide and carbonate of copper..........................................................
Ironstone and sulphide of copper, from parish Harden .....................
Carbonate of copper in red hematite .....................................................
Porous green carbonate of copper .......................................................
Red oxide and green carbonate of copper, in quartz veinstone, from

Melrose Road ................................................................................
Ferruginous quartz, with green and blue carbonate of copper ..........
Fahlerz, from Little Plant .....................................................................
Carbonaie of copper and iron ore ........................................................
Earthy blue and green carbonate of copper, in brown carl by lode

stud, from Gamble, near Molong............. ........... . .................
Copper pyrites and oxide of iron and copper, from Boroell, near Iron-

barks .............................................................................................
Porphyrihc diorite, with native copper, from near Kinmn ..................
Gossan with green carbonate of copper, from about 10 mites from

Rockley....................................................................................
Carbonate of copper and lend.........................................................

'IP cent 
27'40 
31-05

25- 60 
22 40
26- 51 
43 05

4,-GO 
26-80 

3-40 
10 90 
105 

42-45

10-60 
3 7a 

31-50 
31-25

14 85

20-10 
42 00

17-85 
20-30 
38-60

Iron ore, with oxide and green carbonate of copper, from Garryowon 30'60

oz. dwt. oz. dirt,

12 J

.2 "9 

29" 8 

1 12*

6 10*

22 17

antimony
18-13

tin
25-50

SlITPIt Al'D Lit AD.

The export of fine silver daring 1S85 largely exceeds that of any previous year. The excess over 
the export of 1884 was in quantity 700.513 oz. 15 dwt., and in value £139,407. If, however, the export 
of ore (that is to say silver and lead ore) he taken with the silver the value of the output of our silver 
mines in 1885 exceeds that of 1884 by only £5,093. it must of course he borne in mind that sufiieient 
time has not yet elapsed since the first opening of our silver-mines to allow of any largo number of 
them being brought into full operation, but we may fairly anticipate a large increase during 18SG. The 
Inspector of-Mines says the so-called quartz-reefs, which are in reality gossan lodes, at Captain’s Tint, 
in the Qucanbcyan district, are several feet in width, and can be traced a considerable distance. These 
lodes contain carbonate of lead, sulphate of load, galena, chloride of silver, and various copper and iron 
ores, and they will at a depth become silver or copper lodes. At the time of his inspection the principal mine 
was Montgomery’s, situate on a range about 500 feet above the western bank of the Molonglo River. The 
lode has been sunk upon to a depth of 70 feet, hut on the 40-feet level the lode lias been worked for 230 
feet in length, and from 10 to 20 feet in width. The crushing stuff, out of which the gold is extracted, 
consists of very small quartz-veins, &c., &c. 1,033 tons of this stuff have been crushed, and 800 oz. of 
gold obtained therefrom. The gold contains a high percentage of silver. The lode is soft, and is worked 
without explosives. About -J of a mile south from Montgomery’s is Elatchford's mine, which is in similar 
formation, from which some thousands of tons of stuff have been taken. The country from Molonglo 
Plains to Captain’s Plat appears to ho highly metalliferous. Several new discoveries of silver have been 
made throughout the Colony. A very promising lode was opened about 12 miles from Newbridge, on the 
road to Rockley. The "Warden and Mining Registrar in the Glen 1 nnes division report:—Though eighteen 
months have elapsed since the discovery of the silver lode at Little Plant Creek, no work has been done 
on any of the land taken up, except the Prospectors, to test the value of the lode. An association has 
been formed to work this land. They have employed sixteen miners upon the land, with a result that lias 
every appearance of returning a profit upon the outlay. Some 525 feet of sinking and 25 feet of driving 
have been done. One shaft has been sunk 101 feet, hut at that depth the water was too heavy to ho kept 
down by hand. Two shafts were then sunk on higher ground to a depth of 90 feet; and on driving to 
test the lode it was found to he in one place 14 feet wide, assaying 55 oz. to the ton, and at another place, 
some distance away, the lode was 6 feet wide, with an average of 75 oz. per ton. The principal silver-bear
ing ore is fahlerz, associated with galena. Machinery to treat the ore cannot he placed on the ground 
till a road, which is being formed, has been completed. At Pye’s Creek the silver-hearing lodes have 
assumed an importance beyond the promise of their opening, and indications seem to warrant the miners’ 
belief in their permanent productiveness and value. A considerable number of claims have been taken 
up, and assays from various trial shafts give very satisfactory and encouraging results. The ore iu
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Hamilton’s (one of tlic principal mines) is falilerz, picked samples assaying as high as 3,000 oz. of silver 
per ton. Mason’s lode consists of carbonate and sulphide of lead, some of which assay as high as 310 
oz. of silver per ton. The Sunny Corner consists of sulphide of lead, and assays up to 100 oz. per ton. 
The field is an extensive one, and prospecting is being vigorously carried on. In the Burrow mine a 
shaft has been sunk about 40 feet. The reef continues to carry good ore all the way. The lode is 
about 7 ft. wide. About 12 tons of the ore was being sent to Melbourne for treatment. 
Doolin and party have a lode 5 feet wide, an assay of which gave 72 oz. per ton. To the north of the 
Burrow the lode is about 7 ft. wide, witli well-defined walls, and the ore seems very rich. In the 
Bathurst district the Wardens and Mining Registrars report:—During the year a large area of silver
bearing country was opened up, which is supposed to extend from Parr's Range, near the Turon, by 
Sunny Corner, Tarana, Wiseman’s Creek, Essington, and continues south towards Peelwood. At Back 
Creek, near Rockley, very rich silver ore has been found; the ore is also rich in gold; this find is quite 
distinct from the line of country referred to above. The Warden considers the lodes near Peelwood, 
known as Hydes and M'G-uire’s, are equal to any iu the district. These lodes have been sunk upon to a 
depth of 100 feet, where the width is upwards of 13 feet, and every appearance of being permanent. 
Good prospects have been obtained along the lode at Wiseman’s Creek as far south as the old Essington 
copper-mine. At Mitchell, the Sunny Corner mine, consisting of 20o acres, upon which £40,000 has 
been expended on furnaces and appliances for treating the ore locally, employs about 512 men; deepest 
level, 120 feet deep; total output of ore, 25,000 tons; yield of silver during the year was 20 tons 8 cwt.
0 qr. 24 lb.; estimated value, £160,000; the gold contained in the silver from this mine brings the value up 
to 5s. per oz. The Silver King Company leases SO acres; employs sixty-five men; deepest level 60 feet; have 
raised 15,000 tons of ore ready for treating. One furnace, Gafibrd and Hogue patent, has been erected, 
and one is in course of erection. A start has been made with one smelter, and 500 lbs. of silver run out. 
The furnaces and dams when complete will cost about £7,000. The Nevada Company commenced 
smelting, but owing to the refractory character of the ore operations were suspended, but have been 
resumed. The Mitchell Company have erected at a cost of £2,000 a smelter, Icke patent, for the pur
pose of treating ores for the public. This furnace works well, but the colonial-made bricks will not 
stand the great beat. A number of other Compauies are engaged in prospecting works. On the Great 
Western and Yictoria mines fine gossan lias been found. Limestone is plentiful in the district. At Green 
Swamp several shafts have been sunk on lodes showing indications of silver. Within 2 miles of the 
Burraga copper-mine a lease was taken np for silver-mining; two lodes run through the ground under
lying towards each other. No. 1 shaft has been sunk on the western lode 90 ft., No. 2 shaft on the 
eastern lode 70 ft. deep. The assays from these lodes give 20 to 40 oz, of silver per ton, 7 to 30 per cent, 
oflcad, and 4) dwt. of gold. At the South Wiseman's Creek mine preparations arc being made to work 
the silver lodes in a systematic manner. Some of the assays are said to indicate that the ores in this mine 
arc very rich. Yery little work has been done on the silver lodes in the Tuena division. In the Southern- ‘ 
District some silver-bearing lodes were discovered at Burragoraug and near Towrang in tbe Berrima division 
during tbe year. The ores have not yet been tested, except by assay, As regards the deposits at Towrang, 
no results are yet known, but from tbe character of tbe country there is reason to believe payable ores will bo 
found there. The ores from the lodes at Burragoraug are said to have assayed from 60 to 2,000 oz. per ton.
At Guy’s silver-mine, at Moruya, the lode is 2 feet wide, is rich in gold, hut the ore is difficult to treat.
10 tons are to he sent to Germany for treatment by way of test. In the New England district tbe silver- 
mines at Boorook have suspended work. The lodes have not, in the opinion of tbe Warden, been 
thoroughly tested. Only two leases have been worked, and they have not been developed to any great 
extent (the deepest shaft is 300 feet), though large quantities of silver ore have been obtained from these 
mines, and a considerable quantity of silver extracted. In the Albert district immense progress has been 
made in tbe Silverton division during the year. Smelting operations have been commenced under great 
disadvantages, tbe district being destitute of fuel and sparsely supplied with water. At tbc Pinnacles a 
considerable quantity of ore was smelted, it is said with satisfactory results, but owing to scarcity of water 
tbe furnaces were cooled down some months hack, and have not been in blast since. Tbe quantity of oro 
raised was 2,000 tons, valued at £16,000 ; three tons sold realized £56 7s. ; 514 tons smelted yielded 
16,234 oz. of silver. The Barrier Ranges Company erected one smelter, which was running about five 
months, giving every satisfaction. During some weeks over 150 tons of ore were treated, the average yield 
of silver since starting being about 12,000 oz. of silver per week ; but, in consequence of the inferior 
quality of the bone-dust supplied, the refining process could not keep pace with tbc smelting, and the 
Company have therefore been sending tbe silver lead in bars to Melbourne for final treatment. Another 
smelter of larger size has been erected and started since the beginning of 1886. The Barrier Ranges Com
pany have during the year worked and prospected several of their properties, more particularly the 
Day Dream (which was turned over to a separate Company during the year), the Apollyon, and 
the Gipsy Girl. Prom the Day Dream 4,000 tons of ore was raised, valued at £3,000; the silver 
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smelted from 1,800 tons of ore was valued at £54,000. Several shafts were sunt varying from 30 feet to 147 
feet vertical; the deepest level was 420 feet; on the underlie the width of the lode varied from 1 foot to 
12 feet. From the Apollyon 30 tons of ore, valued at £1,000, was raised. Depth of shaft, 357 feet; 
deepest level, 2/5 feet; width of lode, 1 foot to 10 feet. From the Gipsy G-irl 500 tons of ore was 
raised, valued at £5,000. Depths of shafts, 90 feet and 140 feet; deepest level, 148 feet; width of lode, 1 foot 
to 5 feet. At the Broken Hill work was pushed on steadily during the year. The Broken Hill Company 
have nearly 2 miles in length of the lode which is visible on the surface, in some places projecting fully 
50 feet above the surface. June shafts have been sunk to depths varying from 30 feet to 212 
feet, the width of the lode being 20 feet. The lode has been tested in various places to depths 
varying from 100 feet to 212 feet. Decently a cross-cut into the lode discovered ore of extra
ordinary richness. It has been penetrated 14 feet without reaching the other wall of the lode. 
Chlorides are distinctly visible in the ore, the whole bulk of which is estimated to yield 1,000 oz. per 
ton. The quantity of ore in the mine appears almost unlimited, and some idea of its value may be 
gathered from the fact that bulk sample of 48 tons sent to Melbourne for treatment realized £7,442 12s. 
lid. Tbe work done during the year has been purely preparatory, no ore having been stoped out, yet the 
manager’s report shows that 3,000 tons of ore was raised, which is valued at £42,866 (the actual returns 
obtained generally exceed the estimates of value). Preparations were being made for the erection of two 
large smelters. The Hmherumberka mine was worked and thoroughly developed during the year with 
satisfactory results. 916 tons of first-quality ore and 400 tons of second-quality were raised, valued at 
£26,688. Depth of shaft, 305 ft.; deepest level, 254 ft.; width of lode, 4 ft. The Treasure turned out 
some remarkably rich ore. During the year 11 tons of first-quality and 30 tons of second-quality ores 
were raised, and are still on the mine, valued at £12,500, Depth of shaft, 175 ft.; deepest level, 175 ft.; 
wddth of lode, 6 to 18 inches. From the Maybell South mine, near Thackaringa, 100 tons of ore, valued 
at £5,000, was raised during the year. Depth of shaft, 158 ft.; deepest level, 158 ft; widtli of lode, 3 
inches to 2 ft. From the Maybell Korth mine, near Mount G-ipps Station, 50 tons of ore, valued at 
£5,000, was raised. Depth of shafts, GO ft, and 40 ft.; deepest level, 60 ft.; width of lode, 2 to 10 inches. 
Thom the Christmas mine, near Pumamoota, 18 tons of oro was raised, valued at £2,546. Of this, 11 
tons 16 cwt. w'as sold for £526 15s. 6d. Depth of shaft, 111 feet; deepest level, 75 feet; width of lode, 6 
inches to 2 feet. From tho Mount Gipps mine, near Purnamoota, 200 tons of ore was raised, valued at 
£2,126 (22i-tons sold for £710 9s. lOd). Depth of shaft, 115 ft.; deepest level, 57 ft.; width of lode, 

ft. From Ellis mine, at Purnamoota, 12 tons of ore was raised, valued at £1,200. Depth of shaft, 
80 ft.; width of lode, 1 to 3 ft. From Terrible Dick mine, 15 tons 9 cwt. 25 lb. of ore was raised, valued 
at £1,006. Depth of shaft, 55 ft. and 85 ft.; width of lodo, 2£ to 3 ft. From the Purnamoota mine 21 
tons of ore was raised, valued at £840. From the Bird-in-hand mine 20 tons of second-quality ore was 
raised, valued at £200 (21 cwt. sold for £72, and 5 cwt. smelted realized £9). Depth of shaft, 100 ft.; 
deepest level, 60 feet; width of lode, 3 ft. From the Pluck-up mine 19 cwt of ore raised, which produced 
691 oz. and 2 gr. of silver, valued, £126 5s. lOd. Depth of shaft, 84 feet; deepest level, 72 ft.; width of 
lode, 8 inches to 2 feet. All overthe field small chloride veins are being worked by miners; theso veins are 
generally not more than 2 or 3 inches thick, but exceedingly rich. The various mines extend over an area 
of about 80 miles by 30 miles. The population of the field is fully 5,000, of whom 2,000 reside in Silver- 
ton. The Warden considers the permanence of the field is firmly established. The Customs Officer at 
Silverton has furnished to the Warden the following figures concerning the quantity and value of silver

84

and ore sent away:—
Beflned Silver...................... .................  47,521 oz. value £9,503
Silver Lead.............................................. 1901 tons. „ £25,650
Ore .......................................................... 1,6231 tons. „ £73,128

£108,281

The following assays have been made during the year:—
Silver.

Locality. Description of Mmcr&t.
Per ton, Per cent.

Silver. Gold. Load. Copper.

oz. dwt. oz. dwt.
Abercrombie Halites Carbonate of lead, from 25miles from Tuena........................... . ... 52 6 .......... 1H8-32

Carbonate of copper ..................... ................................. ...................... 19 12 35-85
Blue and green „ .................. ......................................................... 14 14 21-35

22 17 3190ji ji jj
16 61 15-80

Ferruginous lode-stuff with copper oro.............................................. 22 1 17-V2
>> *■*» Bed ferruginous lode-stufE with carbonate of lead .......................... 30 41 O 4 25-86
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S edteb—continued.

Locality.

Barrier Kan go

Barrier Bange ...

Barrier Bunge
JJ • • ’
J 1 '
jj ....

JJ '»* •
J>
JJ ....

...

JJ ....
JJ ’ '

ll
J>

JJ
JJ
Jj
J>
JJ

]l
JJ
JJ

JJ
JJ
JJ

JJ
JI
IJ

IJ
JJ
JJ
JJ

IJ “
Bolivia.........
Back Greek . 
Bolivia.........

Description of Mineral.

Chloride of silver—“slug” from Silverton: —

Moisture......................................................
Chloride of silver......................................
Insoluble in acids......................................
Carbonate of iron.................................. ...
Alumina.....................................................
Carbonate of lime......................................

„ of magnesia............................ .
Undetermined ..........................................

Analysis 
In 100 parts. 

■48 
f2'23 

9-70 
A26
2- 33 
6'40
3- 76 

•85

Per ton.

Silver. Gold.

OZ. dwt. 02.

Per cent.

Lead. Copper.

dwt

100-00

Chlro-iodide of silver in ironstone, from ISO feet level. Broken Hill 
Mine :— Analysis.
Iodide of silver..................... .................................... 3'58
Chloride of „ .......................................................... 378
Bromide of silver.......................      trace
Antimony.............................................................. . „
Copper ....................................................................... „
Oxide of iron.............................................................. 45'5G
Alumina.............................................................................32"96
Silica.......................................................................... 14'38
Potash ...........     trace

100-00
Equal to metallic silver ................................................................. .

Fine-grained galena with ferruginous quartz ..................................
M JJ J! .................................

Coarse-grained galena ..........................................................................
Ferruginous quartz with a little galena ..........................................
Ferruginous quartz containing a little carbonate of lead ..............
Quartz with trace of galena and green carbonate of copper ...........
Ferruginous quartz with green carbonate of copper.........................

j, with galena and carbonate of lead......................

Galena with oxido of iron, copper pyrites, and carbonate of copper 
and lead.

Oxide of iron with trace of green carbonate of copper......................
Ferruginous quartz .............................................................................
Galena and carbonate of lead, from the Rockwell Paddock, 20 

miles south-east of Mount Gipps.
Ironstone with a little shale and chloride of silver, from Silverton

JJ JJ ^ JJ
Quartz and galena, from about 60 miles north of Silverton ........ .

j, coated with carbonate of lime .........................
Forrugmous calcareous mica'schist, showing chloride of silver, from 

Rockwell Paddock.
jj jj jj ■*
jj u u ■«

Ferruginous carbonate of lead from Broken Hill, analysis:—
Moisture at lOO" C............................................................ -300
Carbonate of load................   56'960
Carbonate of copper......................................................... ’780
Carbonate of limo.............................................................. 2'200
Oxide of iron and alumina.............................................  15'950

*Iodide of silver.................................................................. -223
Silica..................................................................................  22-35
Sulphuric anhydride, phosphoric acid, magnesia, &c.,.. 1-237

1,4«3 B—22

25 9* 
2G 9 
29 8 
10 2* 
29 8 
17 13 
10 12* 
13 1
25 6 

104 10

43 17*
II 8*
26 2*

7,433 6 
9,780 8 

32 13 
13 1

187 0 
147 8 
111 1

O 3

67-9
74-7

670

100-000

Ironstone and carbonate of copper, from 2 miles north of Mt. Gipps
JJ . JJ J) *»*

Ironstone with a little green carbonate of copper and chloride of 
silver, from 25 miles from Silverton.

59
77

1,764

Ironstone, quartz, and galena, from 25 miles from Silverton ...........
Galena, from 10 miles from Mt. Gipps............. ................................
Ironstone containing chloro-bromide of silver from Broken Hill 

mine.
Ferruginous mica schist with chloride of silver..................................

>J< JJ ’ ......... .............. .. .......................

Lode stuff with chloro-bromido of silver, from Silverton..................
Ferruginous carbonate of lead and copper, from Broken Hill ......

4 _ >j » .........
Lode stuff, rich in chloride of silver, from Broken Hill ..................

„ „ from 15-feet level ...................
Carbonate of lead, from ditto ..............................................................
Ferruginous porous quartz, from bet ween Bolivia and Pye’s Creek...
Ferruginous quartz with carbonate of lead crystals ........................
Altered felsite rock with fahlerz, from Pye’s Creek, 9 miles from 

Bolivia Station,
Pyritous quartz......................................................................................

102
58

1,403
194
184

1,628
45
13

1,097
1,324

305
9

68
565

13

12
11*
16

18
16

8-22
7
2
81

14*
1

12
12*
8*

16
12
19

17*

47‘13
57-42

2 9

' This is the first time iodine has been found in any mineral in the Colony.
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SiLYETt—continued.

Locality. Description of Mineral.

Bolivia.

)!
ji
i)
ji
jj

jj

Coppor and arscniDal pyrihes and qnnrtzose veinstone, from Pya’s
Creek............................................................ . ..............................

Quariz and falilerz, from ditto ..........................................................
Altered claystone with garnets and pyrites, from ditto ..................
Quariz and elaystone with fahlerz, from ditto ..................................
Galena and quartz, from ditto..............................................................
Greenish quartzite containing carbonate of copper, from right bank 

of Mole River, near Bolivia.
Earthy carbonate of lend, from Bolivia District ..............................

It

1>

JJ
t*

a
ji
ii

M
!J
J>
JI
JI
JI
ii
JJ

>>

JJ

>r

u .........
Burragoraug

Braidwood

Bathurst,

Back Creek.........
Binda................
Bombala............
Coudobolin..........

Crndinc ... 
Cooma.....

JJ
Deepwater

. ”
JI
il
ti
Jt
JJ

»
JJ

JJ
JJ

JJ

Galena, from about three mites nortli of Prospecting Claim, Pye’s 
Crock.

Galena, zinc blende, and copper pyrites, from about 3 miles 
north of Prospecting Claim, Pye’s Creek.

Crushed ferruginous lode stuff, lode 7 feet wide, depth 10 feet ... 
Claystone with zinc blende, coppor, and iron pyrites, and a little 

galena, from about 3 miles north of Prospecting Claim, Rye’s 
Crook.

Quartzite with galena and pyrites, from Block 433, depth 25 feet 
Iron pyrites and galena, from Block 434', depth 48 feet C inches ... 
Crushed sample of quartz, galena, &c., from half a mile west from 

Cave's silver mines.
Zinc blende and pyrites, from Block 434, depth 50 feet..................
Carbonate and oxide of lead, from Pye’s Creek..................................
Oxide of lead, „ ...................... T..........
Ferruginous quartz and galena and pyrites, from Pye’s Creek ......
Ferruginous quartz, from Burnt Yards, Pyc's Creek ......................
Galena, from Block 434, from main lode in „ ......................
Zinc blonde and coppor pyrites, from „ ......................
Grey quartzite with zinc blende and pyrites, from Block 434, depth 

44- feet, Pye’s Creek.
Quartz 'witli galena, blende, and pyrites, from Block 473, Pro’s 

Creek. *
Ferruginous quartz and metallic bismuth, from 14-ucrc block, 

adjoining Hamilton and party’s lease, Pye’s Creek.
Ferruginous quartz and metallic bismuth and carbonate of copper, 

from 40-ocro block, adjoining Hamilton and party’s lease, 
Pro’s Creek.

Ferruginous sand and galena and a little carbonate of copper, from 
Pye’s Creek.

Crushed ferruginous quartz, from Pye’s Creek..................................
Brccciated quartz and clay, from Silver Peak .................................
Porous ferruginous quartz, from ,, ..................................
Ferruginous clay and quartz ..............................................................
Gossan and ferruginous quartz, from Silver Peak..............................
Gossan and ferruginous quartz, from „ .....................
Ferruginous quartzite and earthy ironstone .....................................
Ferruginous quartz .............................................................................
Quartz with galena, from 12 miles from ...................... ...................
Quartz containing galena...................................................................
Ferruginous quartz with zinc blende and galena ..............................
Ferruginous quartz, from Hanging Wall ..........................................
Ferruginous quartz and clay rubble ..................................................
Quartz and galena, from Paddy's Peak, 10 miles east of Silver Peak
Quartz and quartz rubble............................................... .....................
Porous green carbonate of copper ......................................................
Quartz with galena and pyrites, from Little River ..........................
Copper and iron pyrites, from between Braidwood and Bungendore
Quartz and pyrites, from 10 miles south of Major’s Crock...............
Galena, from Shoalhaven River, 12 miles from Braidwood..............
Crushed quartz, from Lewis Ponds Creek, 27 miles from Bathurst, 

depth 18 feet.
Ferruginous quartz containing galena..................................................
Quartz and galena................................................................................
Ferruginous quartz ..............................................................................
Galena and carbonate of lead and a little carbonate of copper, from 

Melrose Read.
Sulphide and carbonate of lead ..........................................................
Galena, from 5 miles from ..................................................................
Metallic lead (smelted from carbonate of lead), from Mickalago ...
Ferruginous elaystone with copper and iron pyrites ......................
Quartz with black oxide of iron and copper and iron pyrites...........
Arsenical pyrites and quartz ......... ....................................................
Galena and quartz, from Cadell’s, Deepwater, 10-imle station ......
Q.uartz with pyrites and galena, from „ „ .......
Ferruginous quartzite and pyrites, from about 10 miles from do........
Ferruginous quartz and galena, from top of range at (he head of 

Deepwater River.
Quartz and arsenical pyrites, from ,, „ ,, ...
Blende with a little pyrites and felspathic clay, from parish Parkes, 

county Gough,
Blende with copper pyrites, from parish Parkes, county Gough ,. 
Galena, zinc, blende, and iron pyrites and quartz, from Deepwater 

River.
Oehreous carbonate of lead.................................................................

Per ton. Per cent.

Silver.

OZ. dwt.
68 12

1,238 1
155 3
11G 10
40 164
10 12

4,240 2j
5,281 m

180 17S

39 4

74 6
10 12

10 12
31 17

242 19

26 19
113 10
35 84
44 18
19 1

112 54
17 19
15 104

25 C

35 104

200 18

160 12

Gold. Lead.

oz. dwt.

Copper.

2,273 12 
309 2i 
20 9 

1,930 10 
478 111 
20 8 
80 14
30 9J 
12 10 
84 181 
4o 4 4 
18 15
31 0| 
18 15

238 9 
29 8 
23 7 
20 8 
33 4 
35 2 
13 17i

0 16 
0 10 

10 0 
0 91

0 3 
0 3

0 3

0 2

10 "84

2 9

42'45

P85

34 G 
]35 11 
10 4 
70 4*

4 14 *

34 14
OO'O

41 18
30 4 
14 7
31 04 
10 12 
10 12

300 104 
1G 64 
17 19 
28 114

4 18
12 3 
14-35

66 3

27 7 
11 8 
Gf 10

173 24
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Silver—continued.

Locality. Description of Mineral.

EmraaTille............ Pyritous lode stuff, from Pye’s Creek, north-east, of PimninTille 
Galena aud arsenical pyrites, in felspar and quartz Tcinslone...

Falilerz, from Webb’s lode

Galena and pyrites, from Webb’s lode ..............................................
Yellow ferruginous claystone, from near Webb’s lode...........
Galena in felspar veinstone..................................................................
Claystone, containing fahlerz, pyrites, tind galena, from near

Webb’s lode.
Fahlerz, from Little Plant .................................................................
Falilerz, from „ . Analysis:—
Metallic copper .................................................................. 31-500

,, antimony ............................................................ 18'130
i, zinc............ ............................................................. G'140
„ iron ....................................................................... 6'440
,i lend ....................................................................... '630
„ silver.................................................................... l'63o

Sulphur.................................................................................. 26-180
Insoluble .............................................................................. 7-200
Trai-cs of arsenic, gold, &c..................   2-09o

JJ

J)

Goulburn
M *
JI «•

Gordon .....

Glen Innes........

Green Swamp.......
Lockslcy..............

Larry’s Hill .......
Lawson .............
Mole River..........
Molonglo..............

»5 ..............
Jt ..............

...............

JJ ... ..44,.

Mann Elver.........

Murrurundi 
Mudgee 4... 
Molong ....

jj '

_ 100-00 
Massive galena with a little mispickel ami arseniate of iron, from 

M.L. 1,012, 6 miles south of Emmaville.
Quartz and mispickel, and a little galena and fahlerz, from 5 miles 

south of Little Plant.
Quartz and galena and a little mispickel and fahlerz, depth 10 feet
Quartz and galena, from Goulburn district ......................................
Porous ferruginous quartz, from Yarrangarill..................................
Galena and ferruginous quartz ..........................................................
Galena and arsenical pyrites, from parish Gordon, county Gough... 
Galona with iron and arsenical pyrites, from „ „ ...
Quartz and porphyry with galena and mispickel, from 20 mites 

north of Glen Innes,
Porous brown iron ore, from 30-feet level.........................................
Porous quartz with galena, carbonate of lead, and sulphide of 

copper, from Slate Creek.
Soft earthy iron ore and quartz..........................................................
Ferruginous quartz with galena, from 2 miles norlh of J udd's Creek
Ferruginous quartzite with pyrites ....................................................
Magnesian clay, from Captain's Fiat.................................................
Carbonate of lead, from „ ..................................................
Ferruginous quartz and pyrites ..........................................................
Carbonate and sulphide of load, from Montgomery’s mine. Captain'.

Flat. ‘
Ferruginous sulphate of baryta and protoxide of lead from Cap

tain's Flat.
Claystone with fahlerz, from about 8 miles from Mann River .......
Quartz and mispickel and pyrites .........  ...........................................
Ferruginous quartz with galena,from ..............................................
Ferruginous claystone .........................................................................
Earthy carbonate of capper, from 10 miles west of Molong .........

,, „ .....—

Mitchell ..............
Nowra..................
Newbridge...........
Native Log Creek

Nambiieera..........
» ........

......... -
jf

Opliir ........ ........
O1 Connell............

»j ............
Orange.................

Oberon.................
Peelwood..............

!» ............ .
JJ ... 4.. ...44.
J) ......

H ” ■*"***•*
Palmer's Oakey.,.
Quedong.............
Qucanbeyan.........

.» n » ...........
Iron pyrites in quartz and claystone, from 8 feet level ..................
Carbonate of lead, from Nowra Ranges...............................................
Porous ferruginous quartz and slate ..................................................
Copper pyrites, zinc blonde, Ac., in quartz, veinstone, and day, 

depth 12 feet, from 15 miles S.W. of Rockley. '
Blonde, galena and pyrites, und u little quartz.......................... .......
Gossan, with galena and pyrites and blende.....................................
Quartz, with „ ,, .......................................
Gossan, with galena and blende..........................................................
Cubical iron pyrites..............................................................................
Siliceous ironstone, from G miles from O'Connell..............................
Yellow- claystone, from „ ...............................
Sukist, containing zine, blende, and galena, from 30 miles nortli of 

Orange.
Quartz and copper pyrites, from Blackman’s Creek.........................
Compact carbonate of lead and a little carbonate of copper...........
Soft ironstone, with carbonate of lead, from......................................
Ferruginous quartz and earthy iron ore from One Free Hill.........
Carbonate of lead.................................................................................
Ferruginous lode stuff, with carbonate of lead.................................
Ferruginous gossan ..............................................................................
Gossan with galena and carbonaie of lead, from Snowy Hirer......
Quartz and galena..................................................................................

Rockley
?>
JJ

f>
JJ

Quartzosc schist with greenish ferruginous vein, from Back Creek.
Slaty ferruginous quartz, from New Sewell’s Creek ........................
Small vein containing galena, and carbonate of lead and copper, 

from New Sewell's Creek.
Quartz and elaystone, from near Rockley ............ .............................
Porous quartz veinstone in claystone, from Rockley .....................

Per ton. Per cent.

Silver Gold, Lead. Copper

oz. dwt 
75 19
11 8i

0^. dwt.

333 Hi 
178 7i 
283 7i 
31 17
13 1 

212 G$

G34 2

31 17

80 1

G3 Id
62 1
18 15i

9 16
21 4b 
42 9
12 6

12 10i 
10 12

o 104

16 10J 
10 Gi 
20 8
15 10
07 9
46 41 
63 12

0 64
0 Gi

10 12

64 10
13 1
12 5
23 5i 
10 14
2G 19
10 8i 
18 loi 
2G ISi

8 3
10 IS

0 3
19-35

G-GO

57 3
28 Ilk 
31 16
80 16
17 12
40 0
13 1 

101 5

0 5

0 3

52 5
11 8
15 13
15 10k 
52 10“ 
29 8 
lo 10
27 15
28 Hi

G45 54
12 124
1G 174

219 21

788 18
131 9|

5 3|
0 94
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Silver—continued.

Locality. Description of Mineral.
Per ton. Per cent

Silver. Gold. Lead. Copper.

055. dwt oz. dwt
Hockley ............... Porous quartz veinstone, from Back Greet ............. . 199 15 n r}

j? u t j ........ *............................ 98 94 0 6
ii Ferruginous ,, „ ...................................... 608 14 4 8

Snowy River ...... Ferruginous carbonate of lead with carbonate of copper anc 208 124 51-98
protoxide of lead, from near Mount Trooper.

Galena and ferruginous carbonate of lead, from Mount Trooper ... 20 8
Sunny Corner... . Whitish claystone with cavities filled with quartz crystals.............. 18 10 0 3

ir>
Porous ferruginous quartz .................................................................. 14 14
Carbonate of copper and lead, from nwir Tuena .............................. 22 17 20-3
Carbonate of lead, from near Tuena .................................................. 41 13
Gossan, with carbonate of lead................................................... 69 8 - 33-70
Porous ironstone find carbonate of lead, from between Tuena find 17 194

Cowra.
J » Ferruginous clay and carbonate of lead, from Costigan’e Mount..... 31 17
n Ferruginous quartz and carbonate of copper, from „ ...... 27 15
a Ferruginous clav and carbonate of load............................................. 16 164
j> Porous gossan............................................................................ . , S3 4 0 3
u Torus siliceous ironstone from Costigan’s Mount........ . 31 17 0 8
ii Ferruginous lode-stuff, with carbonate of lead from Maguire’s 4*3 5} 0 3

hftse.
Trunkey ............. Galena and copper pyrites .................................................................. 16 44
Tarrago ............... Earthy carbonate of lead ....................................................... , 19C 16
Tentcrbeld........... Clnvstone, with thin veins of fahlerz, from Severn River ............. 44 13 0 104

1) Fahlerz and galena, from ,, ............ 192 1#
Ten-mile............... Quartzite, containing iron and copper pyrites, from the Ten-mile, 20 24

parish of Park, county Clive.
II ljuartzitc with fahlerz and pyrites, Iroin the Ten-mile, parish of 474 94

Park, county Clive.
Tingha ........... Quartz with galena and xinc blend, from 10 miles south-west of 11 84

Tingha.
Wiseman's Creek Yellow ferruginous oiavstooe ........................................................... 167 144 1 G

a Yellow ferruginous argillaceous lode stuff.......................................... 13 12 0 3
if Greenish-yellow ochre with sulphide of lead and copper .............. 138 13 0 194

Soft ironstone and quartz.................................................................... 16 7
a Granular quartz and porous iron ore from 2 miles from ditto . . 10 13
}i 15 10
if Ferruginous clavstone ......................................................................... 33 9J
a Green carbonate and red oxide of copper ......................................... 15 2

Porous iron ore and carbonate of lead .......................................... 8 11|
_ . ^ Wellington .. . ,

Quartz with galena .......................................................................... 9 16
Quartz with sulphide and carbonate of copper ............................... 22 12

Weddin Mountain Ferruginous quartz with carbonate of lead and copper ................. 17 3 3812
WaverJey .......... Ferruginous quartz with galena, from WaverJey silvcr-niincs, Xcw 37 0

England.
Toung ............. Ferruginous quartz and carbonate oflcad......................................... 20 8 0 4

Lead.

Looftlitj.

Abercrombie 
Ranges .... 

Batburat.......

Description of Mineral.

I

Barrier Range . .

Brewarrina.........
if ..........

Condobolin..........

Kiandra .............
Snow y River...... 1

Tuena..................

WeddmMoun Lain
I

Carbonate of lead, from about 25 miles from Tuena ..................
Ferruginous carbonate of lead, from „ ..................

,, „ from Macquarie River, SO miles
from Bathurst,

Gossan and carbonate of lead, from 2 miles S.W. of South Broken 
Hill.

Ferruginous carbonate of lead .............................................................
,, „ and a little quartz ..........................

Fine-grained galena with ferruginous quartz.....................................
Galena with oxide of iron, copper pyrites, and a little carbonate 

of copper and lead.
Fine-grained galena................................................................................
Coarse-grained ,, ................................................................................
Galena and carbonate of load and a little carbonate of copper, from 

Melrose Road.
Crushed sample of galena, &c...............................................................
Ferruginous carbonate of lead with a little carbonate of copper 

and protoxide of lead, from near Mount Trooper, Snowy River.
Carbonate of lead, from near Tuena .................................................
G ossan with carbonate of lead .............................................................
Ferruginous quartz with carbonate of lead and copper ..................

1’er Ton.

Silver,

oz. dwt. 
52 o 
30 4A 

7 7

19 12

e ioi
9 16 

26 9 
104 10

25 9£ 
29 8 
70 4J

S 134 
208 124

41 13 
69 8 
17 3

Gold.

oz. dwt. 

0 4

Iron.

The Esk Bank Iron 'Works made during the year bars and rails to the value of £23,972 Ids. 9d., 
and castings to the value of £l,S20 5s, The number of men and boys employed at these works was 180.

The quantity and value of iron exported during the year was 141 tons 14 cwt., valued at £1,288, and 
oxide of iron, 449 tons 19 cwt,, valued at £1,569. The
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The following analysis was made during the year:—
Ikon.

Ijocality. Description. j Analysis.

Port Stephens ..............
Magnetic iron ore from Port Stephens...... ^

X
Peroxide of iron.................................................  53-44
Protoxide ,,   6'40
Alumina ............................................................. 10‘38
Gangue................................................................ 25'SO
Moisture, trace of Mg. &c........................................

Antimony.

The output of antimony during the year was considerably less than during 1884, which is mainly 
due to the low price in the Home market The Eleanor Company, in the Armidale division, reports that 
during 1885 they raised 28 tons of ore, valued at £196. If the price should improve the output would be 
largely increased, as the deposits are said to be inexhaustible.

The following assays were made during the year :—
Antimony.

Per cent. Per ton.
Locality. Description of Mineral. -----------

Antimony. Gold. Silver.

Armidale ......
Bin^era ...........
Bellinger Kiver

jj
Gapertee .........

JJ^ .....................................
Nerciga .................................
Peelwood ..............................
fiocky Biver.........................

Sulphide and oxide of antimony and a little quartz........................
Bo do do .........................

Oxide of antimony ...........,...................................................................
Oxide and sulphide of antimony in breceiated veinstone ...............
Sulphide of antimony from Bazorback, IS miles from Gapertee ..

Bo do with quartz............................................
Bo do do ......................................... .

Quartz with sulphide of antimony........................................................
Oxide and sulphide of antimony from Hunt’s Creek........................
Oxide and sulphide of antimony from Rooky Biver, New Erfgland

469
3ST8
73-19
9-58

69-73
6'34

58-48
22- 43
23- 44 
11-6

oz, dt. oz. dt.

1 18 1 IJ

2 14i

Asbestos, Bismuth, Manganese, Cobalt, Zinc, (fee.

No details have been reported respecting the working of these minerals during 1885, due no doubt to 
the very limited extent to which they have been worked.

The following assays havo been made during the year :—

Bismuth.

Locality, Description, Per cent. Silver 
per ton.

Deepwater

n

Ferruginous quartz and metallic bismuth from 40-acre block adjoining 66'8 
Hamilton and party’s lease, Pye’s Creek.

Ferruginous quartz and metallic bismuth and carbonate of copper from 3'9 
do.

Ferruginous sand and galena and a little carbonate of copper from do ... 13'3

oz. dt. 
35 8&

200 18

166 12

Manganese.

Locality. Description of Mineral.
Feroxido

of
Manganese',

Sesqui-
oxide of Metalic 
Cobalt Nickel X

X

Bathurst.

U 
JJ 
JJ ^

Glanmire ......
I J 
JJ

Gulgong ........
Norfolk Island

Rockley...........
Tainworth ... .,

Porous earthy oxide of manganese from 20 miles from Bathurst 
Black oxide of manganese from Fontana Beef, near Bathurst ..
Bo do from parish of Bringclet.................
Bo do do
Do do do '

Oxide of manganese from Glanmire ............................................
Bo do from 20-feet lead............................................

Oxide and silicate manganese from do.........................................
Manganese oxide from near Gulgong............................................
Oxide of iron and manganese in concretionary nodules from Phillip

Island, 3 miles south of Norfolk Island....................................
Manganese oxide from 5 miles from Rockley .............................
Manganese oxide from ranges near Tainworth .............................

65-10 0-415
91-55
63-90
60-35
52-50
63-70
71-97
48-40
62-05 0-63

5-28 2-01
42 60
17-20

trace.
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Cobalt axd Nickel,

Locality. Description. Scsquioxid 
of Cobalt,

Metallic
Nickel.

per cent
313
DOS

per cent.
0-39
3 05Barrier Range ......... Decomposed ferruginous rock, with joints filled with oxide of manganese

and cobalt.
2-10

Capcrtee..................... Ironstone grit, containing manganese oxide, from 10 miles from Gapertee, 1-66 0‘35

Goulburn ..................
on Mudgee Road.

Manganese oxide in sandstone, from 4 miles from Goulburn .......................... 1'21 1-32

Zinc.

Locality, Description. Metallic
Zinc.

Ter cent.

Per Ton.

SiU cr. Gold.
i

Gough, Deepwater District.

Slates.

The Australian Slate Company, at South Gundagai, were still working with energy, They lately 
opened a deposit of roofing slate, said to be of superior quality. None of the other Companies have been 
reported as working in 1885. '

Diamonds,

The Australia Diamond Company, at Bingera, during the year, curtailed their operations to merely 
testing their claim. The last washing of eighty-seven loads yielded 1,134 diamonds, "weighing 209 carals. 
The other diamond-mines at Bingera suspended operations, partly, perhaps, in consequence of the drought. 
Deposits of diamondiferous wash have been found in the Tingha division, and some very good samples of 
diamonds have been obtained. One parcel, consisting of 285 diamoods, weighing 104f carats,from Mr. AVh 
Brown’s Crown Jewel diamond-mine, was purchased for the Colonial and Indian Exhibition. Of these stones 
280 ranged from -} to 1 carat each in weight, and five from 1 to 1-V carat. They varied in colour from pale 
straw yellow to clear crystals of “ first water.” The miners experience some clifiieulty in finding a satis
factory market for the produce of these mines, which somewhat retards their operations. Four diamonds, 
weighing from 1 to 11 carat each, were purchased from Mr. Brown’s mine for use in the diamond-drills.

Babttes. '

Twelve tons of barytes, reported to have been raised from the old alluvial workings at Coloola 
Creek, valued at £43 2s. 9d.

Miscellaneous Analyses.

The following analyses were made during the year:—

Locality. Description of Mineral. Analysis,

Korfolk Island............... Volcanic tuff from Phillip Island 
3 miles south of Norfolk 
Island....................................

-<

•

' Moisture.................................................................... lOTS"1
Combined water....................................................... 4-0S
Lime...................   DOG
Oxide of iron............................................................ 27'95

Norfolk Island......... ,,,,,

Phosphoric acid......................................................... -Oo
Insoluble siliceous matter....................................... S+'Sl

Volcanic ash from Anson's Bay, 
Norfolk Island.....................

. Loss and undetermined............................................ POO

10000

Moisture.................................................................... 2P20'i
Gangue (insoluble in acids)..................................... 47-45
Peroxide of iron....................................................... J175

Lime........................................................................... i -SO f
Magnesia................................................................... PS9
Phosphoric oxide...................................................... trace.

1 Undetermined, &c.................................................... -Gl

100-00
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Miscemaneous Analyses—continued.

Locality. Description of Mineral. Analysis,

Norfolk Island. Cojnpact coral rock from water- 
level, Emily Bay.................

Hygroscopic moisture.........
Carbonate of lime..............
Carbonate of magnesia .... 
Oxide of iron and alumina..
Silica....................................
Phosphoric acid (P2 05)..... 
Alkalies and undetermined

O'22-i 
86'65 
8-72
1- 10 

■90
trace

2- 41,

100'00

( Loss on ignition......................................................... S’IS'
j Silica.......................................................... 78*45
| Alumina................................................................. l,8‘2o

Port Stephens................ Pitclistoue..................................... -j Ferric oxide.............................................................. -(15
I Lime.......................................................................... 2'85
| Magnesia................................................................... '52
b Alkalies, &c.............................................................. -80 J

100 00

( Sulphurate of lime.................................................... 54-131
'Saliferous substance from soil ) Chloride of sodium.................................................... 27*44 f

excavated for a tank......... ) Carbonate of lime........................................................ 12*39 f
( * Undetermined......................................................... 6*04 )

100*00

* Consisting of moisture, alumina, ovule of iron, water ofliydmtion, alkaline, carbonates, and nitrates.

A\'ati:i(,
AVcll-’tvrdcr from Silverton : —

Total solid matter in solution............................ 40*5 grains per gallon
Which loses on ignition ...................................... 1*5 ,, ‘ „
Contained chlorine .......................................... 22*4 „
Free ammonia .................................................... 0-12 parts per million
Alluminoid or organic ammonia......................... fl-13 ,, ,,

This water shows no signs of nitrates, mul contains a Utile sulphate of calcium iu solution ; but the 
major part of the solids are present chiefly as chlorides, being those of sodium and magnesium. The 
smallness of the sample has precluded a more detailed examination, but enough lias been done to show it 
a fairly good well-water. The quantity of alluminoid, ammonia, and chlorine would condemn a water in 
England, but here the chlorine counts for very little in a well-water, so much of the soil of the Colony 
being more or less salt; and water is seldom seen here containing less than *1 per million of aluminoid. 
Poisonous metals were proved to be absent,

"Water from soakage, Barrier Eauge:—
Total solid matter in solution..... ....................... 3'7.> grains per gallon
Which loses on ignition .................................. ]-4S ,, „
Contained chlorine .............................   1*30 ,, ,,
Free ammonia........................................................ 0-02 parts per million
Aluminoid ammonia.......................................... 0'32 „ ,,

This sample contains a trace of sulpuretted hydrogen (and therefore the water cannot contain 
any poisonous metals), and the water has a slightly nauseous taste and smell. Por this reason, ami from 
the high rate of aluminoid, it would be unadvisable to use tins water for alimentary purposes if other can 
bo obtained ; but, if it has to be so used, the use should be preceded by boiling.

On the other hand, this water is much better suited for washing or for use in hollers than the 
previous well-water, on account of the smaller quantity of solids in solution.

Water from Sodawater Spring, Book Elat, 10 miles cast of Cooma:—

Total Solids. J Soluble Solids. Insoluble Sol ills. Chlorine. Equivalent in Common Salt.

134-02
| 59-96

74*06 29*51 48-60

Afpkakance. —Slightly turbid.
■ 1 This water was found to contain carbonic acid, and when heated had a slightly sweetish odour. Tho
insoluble solids consist of carbonate and sulphate of lime, silica, and some carbonate of iron. The soluble solid matter 
consists ehieiiy of chloride mid carbonate of soda. The total solids may be regarded as somewhat excessive in considering 
its adaptability for domestic purposes. Although a very hard water, much of the hardness may be removed by boiling.

442—F Prom
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From bank of Sodawater Creek, Eock Flat, 10 miles east of Cooma:—

Total Solids. Soluble Solids. Insoluble Solids. Chlorine, Equivalent in Common Salt.

133-98 62-77 71'21 14-78 24-35

Appearance.—Turbid suspended matter,
Remarks.—This sample also contained a good deal of free carbonic acid, and in many respects is similar in composi

tion to the previous water. It has, however, only half the amount of chloride of sodium, and is still a very hard water. 
The residue left on evaporation did not blacken when heated in a platinum basin, showing a comparative absence of organic 
matter. No attempts were made to estimate the amount of organic matter, owing to the manner in which the samples here 
were submitted to analysis.

Water from spring, near Mittagong, on the property of the Mittagong Land Company:—

Total fixed residue. Chlorine. Sulphuric Acid. Ferrous Oxide.

ITS grains per gallon. 2 67 per gallon. T55 per gallon. 1-5 per gallon

Remarks.—No exception can be taken to this water on account of the total fixed matter it contains. The quantity 
of iron, however, is excessive, and if used for drinking in some cases would be injurious. As the sample was received in a 
jar which seemed to have been previously used, aud did not appear to be clean, it was not thought advisable to examine for 
organic impurities.

Water from a spring on the Mittagong Coal and Iron Company’s Estate, Fitzroy:—
No objection can be taken to this water on account of the total fixed matter it contains. The waterfairly corresponds 

to the previous sample, and is remarkably free from organic impurity. The same objection, however, applies with this case 
as with the previous sample, namely, that the amount of iron is excessive ; and should the supply prove valuable, the iron 
could be removed by running tbe water into tanks and adding a small quantity of limo or charcoal.

The sample, when received, contained a good deal of suspended matter, which was due chiefly to iron, and was 
probably deposited since the water was drawn.

Water from Avoca Station, near Wentworth :—
The water was clear, but contained a considerable amount of suspended matter. The taste was strongly saline, and 

on analysis gave the following ;—
Saline ammonia ................................................. ‘018 parts per 100,000
Organic ammonia ............................................. '016 ,, „
Chlorine ............................................................ ISO grains per gallon *
Total solid matter .............................................  1,504 ,, „

With such a large amount of saline matter the water is unfit either for stock or domestic purposes.

In conclusion, I have much pleasure in submitting the following summary of the mineral products 
up to the end of 1S85, the value of which exceeds sixty-six and three-quarter millions sterling:—

Summary.

Quantity and value of gold prior to 1st
January, 1885 .........................................

Quantity and value of gold raised in 1885...

Totals..................

Quantity and value of silver raised prior to
1st January, 1885.....................................

Quantity and value of silver raised in 1885

Totals..................

Quantity and value of coal raised prior to
1st January, 1885....................................

Quantity and value of coal raised in ] 885...

Totals.................

Quantity and value of shale raised prior to
1st January; 1885 ....................................

Quantity and value of shale raised in 1885

Totals..................

Quantity and value of tin exported prior J
to 1st January, 1885 .......................... )

Quantity aud value of tin exported in f 
1885........................................ ............1

Totals..................

Quantity and value of copper exported }
prior to 1st January, 1885..................  (

Quantity and value of copper exported in i 
188o . ...... ....................... ........ . j

Totals

Quantity. Value, Total Value.

£ 3. d. £ d.
9,569,653-01 oz. 35,724,179

378,665
5 0

103,736-36 „ 0 3

9,673,389-37 oz. 36,102,844 5 3 36,102,844 5 3

936,122-57 oz. 223,697 0 0
794,173-80 „ 159,187 0 0

1,730,296-37 oz. 382,884 0 0 382,884 0 0

31,261,326-74 tons 15,709,291 19 2
2,878,863-23 „ 1,340,212 13 7 ■

34,140,189-97 tons 17,049,504 12 9 17,049,504 12 9

370,217 tons 828,198 5 0
27,462 „ 67,239 0 0

3 97,679 tons 895,437 5 0 895,437 5 0

Ingots ............. 71, HO tons 2 J cwt. I
Ore and Regulus 15,618 ,, 4 „ / 6,519,177 0 0
Ingots .............. 4,657 „ IS ,, j
Ore and Regulus 534 „ 18 „ j 415,626 0 0

6,934,803 0 0 6,934,803 0 0

Ingots..............64,953 tons 16 cwt. |
Ore and Regulus 3,402 „ 3J „ j 4,531,665 0 0
Ingots..............  5,745 ,, 5 ,, j
Ore .................. 0 „ 15 „ \ 264,920 0 0

4,796,585 0 0 4,796,585 o 0
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Summary—continued.

Quantity and valuo of iron made prior to
lat January, 1885.................................

Quanti ty and value of iron made during 1885

Totals.

Quantity and value of antimony exported }
prior to 1st January, 1885 ..................  j

Quantity and value of antimony exported J 
in 1885 .................................................  )

Totals.

Quantity and value of asbestos exported
prior to 1st January, 1885 ..................

Quantity and valuo of asbestos exported in 
1885.........................................................

Totals.

Quantity and value of bismuth exported
prior to 1st January, 1885......................

Quantity and value of bismuth exported iu 
1885.........................................................

Totals..............

Quantity and value of silver lead exported
prior to 1st January, 1885 ..................

Quantity and value of silver lead exported 
in 1885 .................................................

Totals.

Value of sundry minerals exported prior to
1st January, 1885.....................................

Value of sundry minerals exported in 1885.

Quantity.

25,569 tons 13 cwt. 1 qr. 3 lb, 
4,175 „ 15 „ 3 „ 19 „

Metal.................. 366 tons 3J cwt.
Ore and Regulus 2,615 ,, 9
Metal ................... 5 ,, 0 ,, ')
Ore......................  287 „ 15 „ \

:«.}

19 tons 18 cwt.

G ■. 0 „

25 tons 18 cwt.

33 tons 5J cwt. 

14 „ 3i „

47 tons 9 cwt.

Ore... 9,507 tons 7 cwt. 1 qr. 7 lb. 
Ore .. 2,095 „ 16 „ 0 „ 0„ \ 
Metal 190 „ 8 „ 0„ 0„r

Totals.

Value.

206,060 11 6 
25,792 19 9

231,853 11 3

57,921 0 0 

4,296 0 0

02,217 0 0

393 0 0 

GO 0 0

488 0 0

6,310 14 0 

3,700 0 0

10,010 14 0

249,400 0 0 
107,620 0 0

357,026 0 0

12,286 0 0
7,820 0 0

20,106 0 0

Total Value.

£ s. d,

231,853 11 3

62,217 0 0

488 0 0

10,010 14 0

357,026 0 0

20,106 0 0

£66,843,759 8 3

Department of Mines,
Sydney, 3rd May, 1886.

HAItRIE WOOD,
Under Secretary for Mines.

Table
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Table showing approximately the number of Miners employed in Gold-mining, the quantity of Gold won, the area of 
ground worked, and the value of Machinery in the Colony of New South "Wales, during the year 1885,

(Compiled from Mining Registrars' Reports.)

Alluvial
Miners.

Quartz
Miners. Quantity of Gold. Price of Gold 

per oz.
Value of Gold Alluvial

Quartz-
reefs

ValueDistrict And Di\ision. proved
ground af Mn-c 0m

s won. tn heej
s.e

| 3 worked. Aurifcr* chinery.
0k> G 3 Alluvial. Quartz. Total. From. To. 0113.

K 5 a O 8

No. No. No. No. No. oz. dwt. gr. oz dwt. gr. oz. dwt gr. s. s. £ s. d. sq. miles *Fef.i, an'p Uralla District—’
Ill 20 131inn

1,!47 16 23 1,147 IG 23 
1,597 4 0
2 467 5 IS

74/ 70/ 4,806 7 11 
5,989 10 O 
0,175 14 11 

00 12 6

g
ion 1,597 4 0 

359 15 080 45 40 165 2,107 10 18 74/
72(0
63/
7*/

74'8 
73/ 
73/0 
78/

10 4.000
3.000SOO

000
25 25 ' 25 0 0 ‘ 25 0 0 3

15 20
16

110
.46

490 0 0 ioo 0 0
51 8 12

500 0 0 
232 IS 4

IjSOO 0 0 
835 2 0Barirabft ......................... a 1 131 9 IS 8 4St-onc ...........................

Glen Innes Division ........... 20 00
65 55

SO 360' 0 0
220 O 0 220 0 0 

300 0 0
08/
72/

09/
73/

520 0 O 
1,987 10 0

20 30 1,000

340 140 256 1 737 4,101 17 9 2,328 7 12 6,400 4 21 03/ 78/ 23,804 17 4 46 37 9,400
JJi'dgke District—

25)2
55

292
05

1,017 0 0 1,017 0 0 
3,148 9 02 1 dd 9. 5

75/
7s/
70/
70/

73/ 3,920 0 0 
12,001 ID 0 

7,933 2 11 
361 0 0

io 3,148 0 0 ’SOO
5,500
Ij550

Tomfafclcy i, ................. 55
8

9144 9 R 79/
78/6

<>
40 SI 13S 9S O 0 93 0 0

390 91 63 550 4.1G5 0 O 2,237 2 5 6,492 2 5 70/ 79/ 24,216 0 11 4 2 7,850
Batiicrst District—

20
6

120
57

140
63

9,073 6 7 
2,709 11 8

9,073 C 7 
3,999 11 8

05/
05/

80/
7S/G

31,756 11 0 
13,908 15 0

20,000
10,500Mount ilcDonald Division ..

'o 1,200 0 0 
257 15 0 
non n n

0
20

'' 9
2754 67

10
20

130
30

460 17 5
1,100 0 0 

100 10 0
718 12 6 

1,600 0 0 
490 10 0

75/6
47/6
74/
02/
70/
73/C 
77/

77/c
62(6
70.(6

2,784 8 0 
4,000 0 0 
1,821 18 3

9,142
1,000
2.000

20
12 20 52 300 O 0 10 8
10ft 30 401

16
6
3

90 0 0 90 0 0 
225 0 0 
60 0 0 
80 O 0

252 0 0 
810 0 0 
222 0 0 
320 0 0

750
250io 225 0 O 

fin n n 72/
74/
30/

20
Cowii ................. 3 so 0 0

117 59 304 430 2,022 15 O 13,534 4 20 36,150 10 20 02/ 80/ 65,775 10 9 52 43 43,612
Laciilav District—

150
23

2
12 100

24
SO
00

109
40

505 14 23 
25 18 0

505 14 23 
215 16 0 

1,798 4 0 
6,222 0 0 
6,907 8 12 

252 S 4 
1,200 8 12

77/
70/8
72/
70/6

77/0
77/
82/

1,953 12 19 
828 2 & 

7,000 0 0 
24,110 6 0 
22,152 16 10 

971 1 9 
4,200 16 0

Grenfell ,, ................. 47
J32

190 2 0 
1,793 4 0 
1,700 0 0 
5,777 11 0

20 20Barmcdman Dn Lsion........... 13|l50300 25 4,522 0 0 
120 17 12 
252 8 4 

1,200 3 12

30
15

100
10
25

7
179
90

5,850
7.000
3.000

Mumirabtirrah „ ..........
Forbes „ .......... 50 72/6

65/
77/
75/Junce ,, 20

2S
20 65 12 6 85 15 0 

303 0 0
77/10
72/

79/0
78/

5S0 13 0 
1,308 15 O

950
2,20012 49 60 0 0 363 9 0 10

607 37 451 1,095 6,701 9 8 9,854 12 0 16,610 1 3 05/ 82/ 63,172 8 10 174 78 38,210
Tl'miiT ami Ahrloko District—Gundagai Division ..............

Tarcutto ,, .............. 100
14

100
14

Quantity of gold not kn 
93 2 0

own.
98 2 0 07/C 7S/6 392 7 4 '"h ’l 8,500

400Addon" ,, ............ . iio 4 147 261 5,253 2 IS 2,568 2 0 7,8*1 4 18 75/ so/ 30,307 0 O 40 53 65,000Ynrrara „ ....... 0 6 25 36 50 0 0 S00 O 0 850 0 0 68/ 75/0 3,017 10 9 9 20 4,000Albnij’ „ .............. 3 20 23 27 0 0 90 10 0 1*3 10 0 77/ 79/ 431 13 0 6 8 1,400Tmnut | j ..............
Bccdy Flat „ ..............

3400 14 "3
35
67

1,012 0 16 
610 0 O

1,012 0 16
016 0 0

73/
77/0

77,0 3,795 2 0 
2,367 9 0Kionara ,, ..............

ZS'illittnbCtlo .............. 75o 24 'is 99
21

1,773 0 0 1,773 0 0 72/6 74/6 6,560 2 0
1,600

204 38 324 6.56 8,731 3 10 3,562 14 0 12,293 17 10 07/6 80/ 46,921 0 4 61 82 75,SOO
Sotthern District—

Bombala Division .............. 20 80 100 180 15 7 180 15 7 77/5 60S 11 9Braidwood ,, ..............
Major’s Creek Division .......

72
50

3
'io

75
00

700 0 0 
266 0 0 48 O 0

700 0 0 
314 0 0

76/
74/ 70/

2,598 6 5 
1,109 )3 0 "ih 1,485Little Biver „ 05 60 10 185 900 0 0 144 10 0 1,044 10 0 77/6 78/ 4,046 11 0 32 44 2,640Anduen ,, ........ 235 48 5 288 4,902 O 0 22S 9 0 5,187 9 0 OS/ 70/0 19,071 13 6 24,480Kerrlsa ................. 40 S 48 500 O 0 500 0 0 76 6 77/6 1,9.17 10 0Kerri^umlah ,, ........ 33 75 113 4S0 0 0 480 O 0 80/ 80/0

65/6
77/0

1,920 0 9 13 ft
Kowrn „ ........
Moniya ,, ........
Wagonga ,, ...... 'so

30 ”5
57
00

67
50
95

421 9 4 
Quantity

2,502 ic 0 
of gold not kn

2,502 1C 0 
421 9 4

own
65/
77/
’■

8,161 12 O 
1,633 10 O

1
7

....

4,100
1,000
5,300

600 279 142 1,021 8,410 4 11 2,920 15 0 11,330 19 11 65/ SO/li 42,137 7 8 53 61 39,005
Clarence and Ricjijiosd Drs*

TRttrr—
10
10

16
16

644 17 23 
333 n & 044 17 23 

843 11 0
69/6
70/

2,318 S 4 
1,203 9 0

2
45Naim Crock ,, ................ (P 10 0 0 72/ Km

12 20 32 10 0 0 078 9 8 9SS 9 a 69/8 72(6 3,521 IS 1 47 6,500
New Knot,and District—

14 83 29
33
56
14

120 0 0 
135 4 0 
406 O 0 
100 0 0

27 15 0 
251 IS O 

34 0 0
147 15 0 
387 2 0 
500 0 0 
IOO 0 0

526 1 S 
1,350 O 0 
1,750 0 0 

350 0 0

308 65 60014
48

16
3

cs/
70/
70/

74/Boorook \] ...........
Tenterlield ,, ........... 14

00 11 31 132 821 4 0 313 13 0 1,134 17 0 08/ 75/ 3,070 1 3 310 2,030
Tambaroora and Tcron Dis-

Truer—
80 120 ion 1,800 0 0 

2,540 1 0
8,81 n 0 20
3,903 10 10

75/ 77/ 14,306 8 1 
15,036 0 0

20
20

40
30

5.500
75,000Hill End „ ... .............. 50 50 100 200 1,363 9 10

131 17 10 158
30

1,046 U 12 
521 10 19

87 11 0 1,134 2 12 
521 10 19

74/
72/

73/
75/

4,309 13 6 
1,955 9 2

20 30 6,650
12,000Wdlingtoui....................... 10 20

271 207 230 703 4,946 12 13 4,427 12 O 9,374 4 13 72/ 78/ 35,607 10 0 00 100 90,550
Albert District—

Mount Browne Division...... 403 17 10 430 1,682 0 O 80 0 O 1,71* 0 0 70/ 79/ 6,748 IS 0 100 4 3,399
IFuntpir anji Maclkay Dis-trict—

70 70 1,017 5 2 1,017 5 2 07/ 74/ 3,493 17 6 4,330■■
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Summary.
(Compiled from Mining Registrars’ Reports.)

TauJjE showing approximately the number of miners employed in Oold-mmlng, the quantity of Gold won, the area 
of Ground worked, and the value of Machinery, in the Colony of New South Wales, during 18S5:—

District and Division.

Alluvial
Miners.

Quart?.
Miners.

To
ta

l M
in

er
s.

Quantity ot OolJ. Price oECold 
per oz.

Value of Cold 
won,

Alluvial
ground
worked

Quartz- 
reefs 

proir ed 
to be 

aunfer- 
ous.

Value 
of Ma

chinery

Eu
ro

pe
an

s.

6
5
iso

crt
E
£ Ch

in
es

e. Alluvial. Quartz, Total. From To.

No. No No. No. No, oz dwt ^r. oz. dwt. gr oz dwt tfr g. s. £ h d Sq miles £
JtiO 0 400 4 2L 03 7S/- 23.S04 17 4 40 37 11,400

Sluil^ce................................ dOG 01 03 550 4,105 0 0 2,237 2 5 0,402 2 5 70/- 79/- 24,210 0 11 4 2 7,850
Uathurst ............................. 117 5f) 304 4S0 2,022 15 0 13,?>34 4 20 18,156 19 20 62!- so/- 55,775 10 9 52 iS 43,642
I/fvchlan............................. 007 37 4f>l 1,09j 6.7G1 9 8 9,S51 12 0 16,010 1 S 65/- 82/- 03,172 3 10 174 78 33,210
Tumut and Adelong ............. 2f)4 33 324 05CI 6,73L 3 10 3,502 14 0 12,293 17 10 67/(i so/- 46,921 0 4 01 82 75,800
Southern ........................... 000 270 142 1,021 3,410 4 11 2,020 15 0 11,330 19 11 05/- SO'O 42,137 7 8 53 01 30,005
Clarctiue Ami Etiehmcmd. . .. 12 20 SI 10 O 0 078 0 8 933 9 8 60,0 72/0 3,521 IS 1 47 6,500
Nrw England.......................... flO 11 31 132 821 4 0 :il3 13 0 1,134 17 0 OS/- 76/- 3,970 1 3 sio 71 2,030
Tambaroora and Turon......... 271 207 2.10 703 4,040 12 13 4,427 12 0 9,374 4 13 72''- 73/- 35,007 10 9 00 100 99,350
Albert....................... 70/- 79 - 0,748 18 0 100 4 8,890
Hunter aud lUAdcay .......... 70 70 1,017 5 2 1)017 5 2 87/. 74'- 3^498 17 0 4,330

3t130 879 1,901 1 42,312 0 3 41,294 14 2S 83,517 1 2 62/- 82/- 300,330 12 5 860 530 330,007

Table showing approximately the number of Miners employed in mining for minerals other than Gold, Coal, or Shale, 
at some of the principal mines, the quantity of minerals won during the year 1883, and the value of same, 
and tho value of Plant.

Locality. Miners
employed.

Quantities.
Value, Value of 

machinery. He marks.
Copper. ! Tin. Iron. Silver. Silver

lead.
]

Tons. Tons. cwt;. dr. lb. Tons. cwt. qr. lb. Tons. Tons. £ a. d. £ 3. d.
Cobar ...................... Sf50 3,930 186,750 0 0 100,000 0 0 Smelted.
Burraga .................. 150 '440 22,500 0 0 5,000 0 0 >>

1,000 4,379 209,250 0 0 105,000 0 0

(Den Innos .......... SO ]G0 o 0 0 8.4S0 0 0
Binmavillo ............. l.OTS 2,505 5 2 2fi 140j2!)6 1 0
"Wilson's Downfall '300 311 0 0 0 15,550 0 0 250 0 0
Bemlemoor.............. 37 0 ft ft 2S7 0 0 3,000 0 0
Tingha .................. 1,000 1,834 0 0 0 88,032 0 0 5,047 0 0

3,305 4,S15 5 2 20 252,645 1 0 8,297 0 0

Lithgow.................. ISO 4,175 15 3 19 25,792 in 0

Mitchell.................. 500 20-9 164,200 0 0 47,000 0 0

Silverton.................. 339 11,443 179,081 0 0 21,125 0 0

Table showing approximately tho Machinery employed in Gold and Tin Mining during the year 1885.

District nnd Division.

Quart?*
Steam-eiiffines 
employed in 

Wiiulinff, 
Crushing,

No.
Aggregate

horse
power.

£

Alluvial.
Stoam-en^mes 
employed in 

Winding, 
Pumping, &c.

No.
Aggregate 5 

horse* 
power.

„ o
*5 *3 i S
£5
11
31
©■2

2 o « s:
2 i

Batiluest Distkilt—

Mount McDonald Division...........
Trunkey ,, ............
Mitchell ,, ............
Tuena ,, .................
Oborou ,, ............
Rockloy |, ............

Tambaroora axd Tcrox Distkict-
Sofala Division ...............................
Hill End „ ...............................
Ironbarks ,, ..............................
Wellington ......................................

Lachlan District—
Oronfell Division ...........................
Bannedman ,, .........................
1’nrkes „ ..........................
MurruinlunTiih Division...............
.lunec ,, ...............
Canowindra ,, ...............

o
3
4 
4
ii

95
35
20
22
12
S

GO
20
12
58

16
25
63
2S
12
35

3. 
410 
210

10

35

35

35

ib;:
220

134

l I
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G-old and Tin Mining Machinery—continued.

District and Division,

Quartz. Alluvial.
Sbeam-oiigiiica 
employed in 

Winding, 
Crushing, &c.

O_£
rt
S
C4

s

•c-et0

s
1

t4>
3a 'wc

o
oQ

n>&
■s

Steam-engines, 
employed in 

Winding, 
Pumping, &c.

i
'ucf£

i ■5'C

£
3P.

md
•=1

» C3
■5|0*2oo

riE
S
-c3tt
1
3

s
&iLu
a

5
o

'sd
*1
w

»
£
£

tnoXO
VO
353

ce
u•c
CJP

■f

3
5w

$c
1

3■coM
No.

Aggregate
horse
power.

i l
s No.

Aggregate
horse

power.

§n3
£
ts

c_
s

Southern' District—
Major’s Creek Division .............................. 4 40 415 i 1 5 5 1
Little Kiver ,, .............................. 2 10 210... G ...1...

Araluen M .............................. 2 12 210!... 9 T I'T 20
Eurobodalla ,, ............................. 1 G ...

i
Nowra ,, .............................. 4 70 440 j
Moruya ,, .............................. 1 1G l|l0 [
Wagonga ,, ........................... . 3 37 32G

Tumut and Adelong District—
Gnndagai Division......................................... 4 48 40 1
Adelong „ ......................................... G 145 35 3 ” 3 74 3 f?
Yarrara „ ......................................... 2 20

......

21
Albury ,, ......................................... 1 8 1 4 1 25 2
Nimitybelle Division ................................ 1 8 1

Peel and Uralla District—
Nundle Division......................................... 4 40 31 3 1 10 1
Bingera ,, ......................................... 1 1 1 10
Barraba ,, ......................................... 2 20 0 16
Scone . „ ................................................................................... 2 15 215
Bendemeer „ ................................................................................... 3 38
Tingha ......................................... 3 4 ... 1 ii

New England District—

Dalmorton Division......................................................................... 2 8 2 22
Solferino ................................................................................................ 1 5
Boorook ,, ..................................... 3 34 3 20 1
Tenterfield „ ......................................................................... 1 6
Wilson’s Downfall Division .................... 1 8

Hunter and Macleay District—

Dungog Division ......................................... 2 25 15

Clarence and Richmond District—

Nana Creek Division ................................................................... 2 30 2 30 1

Mudgee District— l
Mndgee Division ................................................................................... 1 14 1 10
Tomingley ,, .................................................. .. ........................... 3 32 3 40
Hargraves ...................................................................................................... 3 18 3 2

Albert District—

Mount Browne Division.............................. 1 18 1 12 13

Department of Mines,
Sydney, 3rd May, 1886.

HAREIE WOOD,
Under Secretary for Mines.

WARDENS’
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WARDENS’ AND MINING REGISTRARS’ REPORTS.

BiTHintsT Distkict—TituNKKY, Tukna, Bubraga, Eocklux, Moukt M'Dcxsald, Bathuest, Obeeoit,
and Mitchell Ditjsions.

{Mr. Warden T. A. Smith, P.M., Trunhey^
I ah glad to lie able to report, for your information, that, notwithstanding the dryness of the past year, 
a very large quantity of gold, silver, and copper has been won by this district. . Unfortunately there has 
been no alluvial mining worth mentioning. Although the rainfall was, up to 1st instant, 24i inches, the 
creeks and rivers never flowed for more than a few days at a time, consequently sluicing has been im
possible.

Quartz-mining has also been neglected. Early in the year many of the miners rushed from tire 
quartz districts to Silverton and Sunny Corner. I do not think they benefited by the change.

During the year a very large area of silver-hearing country has been opened. There can be no doubt 
but that a belt of silver country extends from Parr's Range, near the Turon, by Sunny Corner, Tarana, 
"Wiseman’s Creek, Essington, and continues south towards Peelwood. At Back Creek, near Hockley, very 
rich silver ore has been found; the ore is also rich in gold. This find is quite distinct from the line referred 
to above.

I am of opinion that the lodes known as Hyde’s and M’Gruire’s are equal to any in the district, and 
I cannot conceive any reason why these properties have not attracted the notice of experts and men of 
capital. These properties are near Peelwood, and about 40 miles from Newbridge railway station, 
"Western line. The roads are excellent from Newbridge to the mines via Trunkey and Tuena. Carriage 
probably would not exceed40s. a ton each way. Shafts are sunk in each of these properties, which are 
IR miles apart, to a depth of 100 feet. The lodes are upwards of 13 feet thick at the bottom, and are ^ 
shaped. The walls are clean, and have every appearance of being permanent. The assays of small lots (1£ 
cwt.) have given returns equal to any other mines in the division.

Some years ago a large area of land was taken up at "Wiseman’s Creek, between Brewonglo and 
Hockley, for copper-mining. Some leases, known locally as North "Wiseman’s, were worked, but tbe 
venture was not remunerative. Some persons sent for assay samples taken from the heaps of refuse about 
the shafts, and got good returns for silver. This caused fresh excitement. A large number of leases 
were applied for, and good prospects obtained along the line as far south as the old Essington copper
mine. A village was quickly formed at the junction of Wiseman’s Creek. I hope that when the next 
report is written furnaces will ho working profitably at these mines.

I will now give you particulars in detail of the most prosperous mining in the division.
Sunny Corner, or, as it is called hy the postal department, Mitchell, is about 16 miles from the 

Hydal railway station, Western line, and 8 miles from Piper’s Flat, on the Mudgee line, but all traffic is 
between Mitchell and Hydal, There are thirteen mining Companies on this field, the first in importance being 
tbe Sunny Corner Silver-mining Company. The area of land held by this Company is 205 acres, leased 
from the Crown. This was the first Company to oreet furnaces to treat silver ores in the Colony, and 
have expended £40,000 on furnaces and appliances to enable them to treat the ores locally. 
About 512 men are employed. The total yield of silver during the year has been 20 tons 8 cwt. 0 qr. 24 
lb., of an estimated value of £160,000. The shares iu this Company are 20s., and 12s. 6d. has been 
returned in dividends. The Silver King is the next Company of importance. It is to the south of 
the Sunny Corner mine, and adjoining. Its area is 80 acres, leased from the Crown. Sixty-five men are 
employed on this property, and 15,000 tons of ore have been raised ready for treatment. Two furnaces 
are in course of erection. In fact, one has made a start, and run out 500 lb. of silver. The furnaces, 
when completed, will cost about £6,000, and the dams fully £1,000 more. I have no doubt this Company 
will, during 1886, send away silver by the ton, as the Sunny Corner Company has done.

The Silver Queen Company has an area of 80 acres, 40 being leased from the Crown, and employs 
sixty-eight men. The 40 acres of freehold is being cleared and surveyed for sale as a village site.

The Nevada, being a Company formed to wrork two 20-aere leases of Crown Lands, machinery 
was erected to the value of £5,000, hut when smelting began it was found that the ore contained large 
percentage of refractory metals, and the whole thing nearly collapsed. The mine is, however, being worked 
again, and I hope the difficulty has been overcome,

The Great Western Company holds an area of 60 acres under lease, and employs twelve men 
prospecting.

The Mitchell has 140 acres under lease. Upon this property is erected a public smelter, the cost 
being about £2,000, Mr. lekee being the owner, This furnace works well as long as the bricks last, hut 
unfortunately tbe Colonial-made bricks will not bear tbe great heat, and are worn out in forty-eight hours. 
Forty men are employed on this property.

There are nine other Companies, viz.-—
Honest John, employing four men.
General Gordon, six men ; area 60 acres.
Silver Star, four men ; area 40 acres. "
Cornstalk, four men ; area 40 acres.
Silver Hill, six men ; area 60 acres.

. Ton Kin, eleven men; area 20 acres.
Central, six men; area 20 acres.
Garland’s, four men; area 20 acres.
Bulldog, six men ; area 60 acres,

Upon these properties a great deal of prospecting has been done, and prospects are reported fair.
Two hundred and twenty-two applications have been lodged for mineral leases during tfie last year, 

the area being 8,247 acres. A large proportion of these applications are for land at Parr’s Range, 9
miles
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miles noTth-mest of Mitchell. Fortimatoly, if silver ore is found, tlierc is plenty of limestone of excellent 
quality near at hand. It is from Parley's quarry in this neighbourhood that the Sunny Corner Company 
gets the limestone it uses. * ' '

Eighteen gold-lease applications have also been lodged at Mitchell during during 18So for an area 
of 120 acres.

Shepherd & Hurley and Murray & Co have done a great deal of work. Cook <fc Co. were satisfied 
with their prospects, and erected a small battery. The trial crushing of 400 tons of stone gave 292 oz. gold. 
Among the gullies and hills a great many have been prospecting and fossicking, hut only SOO oz. of gold 
have been, sold locally.

The population of the field is about 3,500 persons.
The village has among its buildings a public school, two churches, a hospital, post and telegraph 

office, two banks, and police quarters, usually called the court-house. Coaches run regularly to and from 
Eydal, also to and from Bathurst. The only drawback to the place seems to me to be the want of pure 
water for domestic purposes. *

The extract herewith, taken from the Tribune, gives more particulars than I can. Please use it:—
Suxst Corner Silver Mines—The Silver King Smelting Furnaces,

[From our Special Seporfer.)
The two smelting furnaces on the Silver King mine, one of which was started on Wednesday last, and has since 

worked faultlessly, were built by Hudson Bros., Limited, and erected by Messrs. Gaffbrd and Hogue, the patentees. Their 
capacity is from 20 to 25 tons per day each, and they are known as water-jacket smelters. The water-jacket principle has 
in them a new, or rather an extended, application. The term water-jacket is applied to outer and inner shoots of iron, around 
which cold water circulates for the purpose of keeping the plates of the furnace cool, thereby preventing injury by the 
tremendous beat neecssary for melting the ore. It is customary to have these water-jackets only earned to a height of 
4 ft. C in. from the bottom of thefurnace, and above that height the furnace is usually encircled with brickwork. In the 
new smelters the jackets are continued right- up to the feeding-hole, and it is claimed that by the adoption of this principle 
a furnace can be kept continuously at work for three years. It is a noticeable fact that the Sunny Corner smelters have to 
be shut down at intervals to have the brickwork renewed. The public smelter recently erected at Sunny Corner, because 
of the extended application of brickwork without water-jackets at all, may be described as a partial success. I was 
informed that this furnace had never had a longer run than five days without refilling the interior with bricks, and I was 
given to understand that the average run was not more than three days. The explanation is very simple: a heat that is 
sufficient to melt the ore is also sufficient to consume the bricks ; in fact tfie ironstone in the ore feeds on the silica in tfie 
bricks. Various kinds of bricks have been tried, but none so far used have stood the fierce heat of the furnace capable of 
putting through anumisually largeqnantity ofoicin twenty-four hours. Hence eveiy few days the furnace has to be shut down 
to fie rebrteked, and thus it is that the public smelter has not yet put through the 500 tons of ore which the owners purchased 
from the Sunny Comer mine to commence operations. I believe the extended water-jacket principle has been extensively 
used for copper-smelting in the United States, but never, to the knowledge of Messrs. Gafford and Hogue, applied to the 
smelting of silver ores. In nearly all respects tlie smelters lesemble in the process of treatment of the ore those erected 
by the Sunny Corner Company. The new smelters are, however, a vast improvement in respect to the discharge of fumes. 
These are diminished very effectually by the application of live steam in the funnel. This deadens tlie fumes and drives a 
great deal of the lead and arsenic contained in them back into the furnace. The value of this invention is immeasurable. 
The Sunny Corner Company, in a praiseworthy effort to cany the fumes off a great distance, and to extract the bullion in 
their transit, expended about T3,000 in the construction of nearly half a mile of immense (lumiug; yet the anticipated 
success has not been attained. Hither the fluming—big as it is--or the chimney at the terminus, is of insufficient capacity 
to carry away those poisonous fumes. That they are deadly poisonous I have abundant evidence. Much of the ore contains 
2 per cent, of arsenic, and 100 tons of ore smelted a flay means the distribution of 2 tons of pure arsenic. Arsenical 
fumes are bad, but lead poisoning is infinitely worse. In smelting large quantities of lead are used, much of which goes 
away in fumes, killing all the vegetation in the vicinity of their distribution, and, I have reason to believe, seriously 
affecting the health of those brought into close contact with the poisonous matter. The public smelter is the worst in this 
respect, and the sight of a man feeding the furnace with Ins mouth covered made me suspect that it was only a matter of 
time when such work would kill the strongest man alive, and that it was also only a matter of time when these furnaces 
would, in the interests of public health, have to receive the attention of the Government.

The water used by the Silver King smelters is forced from a dam about a mile distant, and delivered into a reservoir 
capable of holding some 20,000 gallons, from which it gravitates into the furnace jackets. When it has readied a certain 
degree of heat, it is discharged into three large wooden tanks, and is thence pumped back into the large body of cold water 
in the reservoir, and, excepting that lost by evaporation, is used again and again. There is fully three months' supply in 
the dam.

The composition of the ore so varies that samples arc constantly being taken for analysis preparatory to fluxing, the 
most refractory substance in the ore being alumina. The flux is almost exactly the same as used in the Sunny Corner 
smelters, as the ore is from the same lode. It consists of various proportions of lead, limestone, coke, and slag to each 
barrow of ore,

_ The contract accepted by the patentees was for the erection of two of these smelters, with all the necessary driving, 
pumping, blowing, and refining machinery, and other aeecssories, for £5,SOO, and to run all the works for thirty days after 
starting. Besides the two smelters, they have erected an engiue, ] 4-horse nominal, by Tangyc Brothers, of Birmingham; 
two 25-horse power boilers, made by Hudson Brothers, Limited ; a powerful blower, by Baker, of America; a Tangye 
pump, capable of raising 5,000 gallons an hour ; stone-breakers, refining laboratory, and othernecessary smaller appliances.

After running the furnaces one month they wilt be handed over to Mr. Anderson, a smelter of American experience, 
and more recently engaged at the Sunny Comer works. The refinery is under the charge of Mr. R. Mynott, who has been 
for some fifteen years engaged as a silver refiner in the most famous silver-nnnesof America. In an interesting interview with 
that gentleman on silver-mines of America, I learned for the first time that it was not an infrequent Oceurrence for the 
refineries on the Comstock and other fabulously rich mines to be closed down because there was no Kewcastle (ff.S.W.) 
coal available. It was prized so much above any other coal that it was the practice to await its arrival rather than use any 
other. He is an enthusiast in his work, and thinks Kcw South Wales tlie richest country in the world in minerals. Mr. 
G. H. Cossins, the recently appointed assayer of the Company, brings for application many years’ experience gained at 
silver, copper, and gold mines m England, South Australia, and Victoria.

The wonderfully successful working of one of the smelters has already been described, and now the result of the 
treatment of the bullion in the refining department after they are enriched up to 600 oz. to the ton by the furnaces, is alone 
awaited.

Tuena.—Only about 110 men are just now working here, and with the exception of two parties, 
M'G-uire and Unswortii, are seeking for gold. MTherson’s venture, erecting a battery at Scrubby 
Bush, was not remunerative; there were too many interested parties. The Company soon collapsed, but 
close by this property another Company has been formed with a fair capital. I hope it may pull through. 
At Bombah, which is north, but across the Abercrombie Biver, from Scrubby Bush, good alluvial has been 
worked, but the deposit is of limited extent. Only 512 oz. of gold have been sold locally. This represents 
not more than one-third of what has been obtained. Thirty-three mining-lease applications for 870 
acres have been lodged at Tuena this year; also applications for twenty-one gold leases, area 110 acres. 
Value of machinery on the field, £2,300.

Surraga.—This mine has been kept working all the year. Although the price of copper is so low, 
150 men are employed. The value of the furnaces, <S:c., here is £0,000. The value of the copper sold 
during 1885 was £22,500. Obcron.—
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, Oberon.—This Bold was apparently dead for several years, but during the past year a party of 
worldng men left Kurraga to prospect tbe old reefs, and found what they considered payable stone. They 
erected a small battery, and have had a trial crushing that returned, them £350. These men are quite 
satisfied. At Oberon 753 acres of Cro\i n lands have been applied for as mineral leases, also 25 acres as 
gold leases,

Hockley,—Applications have been lodged at this office forninety-six mineral leases,representing 3,513 
acres of land, and one gold lease of 4| acres. I firmly belie\e that during 18S6 furnaces will be erected 
in several localities in this district for treating silver ores, and that good returns will follow, more par
ticularly at Back Creek.

Bathurst.—On\j three gold lease applications have been lodged at this office, being for 22 acres of 
land, near the old Napoleon Beef, at G-lanmire. 14 mineral lease applications have been lodged during 
same period for 300 acres at Yetholme. About L59 men are working as miners.

. Mount Donald.—A great falling off has taken place upon this field, both in the number of men 
working and the return of gold. Only 100 men are now regularly at work. The return of gold obtained 
has been about 4,000 oz,, but of this quantity fully one-fourth has been got by recrushing the tailings 
Only 33 oz, of alluvial gold was got during the year. The principal returns are as under:—

No. of tons. ok. dwt gr.
Grant’s ......................................................... 190 996 19 4
Butcher's ......................................   143 452 16 8
WCourfB ..................................................... 109 147 9 16
Eureka ...................................................... 709 fc93 8 1
Adelong...................................................... 58 127 1 23
Balmoral ..................................  88 243 13 4
.Tonathun ...................................................... 96 236 ]1 14
Woman’s ...................................................... 08 204 11 13
Irom sand ........................................................... 1,014 6 14

_ Nine applications for gold leases were lodged for the year ; 101 miners’ rights issued ; also twenty 
business licenses. The population of the village is 500 persons. The value of the machinery on the 
field is £12,000.

Trunkey.—For the want of water everything has been at a standstill. The Bathurst Company’s 
lease has been retaken, and is being worked.

, Wilson’s property at Pine Bidge has given two or three good emshings, but the country has 
slipped, and fully 0,000 tons of dirt has fallen into the mine, almost destroying the property. Several 
leases have been applied for both for gold and other minerals. ’The value of the machinery on the field 
is £10,000.

Recapitulation.
Value of Silrerfrom Sunny Corner ......................... ........ £150,000

„ Gold JJ ........................ . ........ 3,000
7J t) Tuena ...................................... ...... 2,000

„ Copper Burraga |................................. .
» Gold „ Bathurst .......................... .

Mount M'Dontild......................
JJ JJ JI Trunkcv .................................. ... . 2,932

Total men employed Sunny Corner ....................... ,

£199,432

................ 768
Tuena..........................................

71 Burraga..................................... ................. 150
1« Oberon ...................................... ............... 33
1) Kocklcy .....................................
» Bathuwt .................................. ................ 159
!> Mount M’Doimld.....  .............. ................ 101
77 Trunkey......................................

1,565

Mineral Leases applied for ........................... 390 13,693
Gold „ „ .......................... 60 296

450 13,989
N.B.—The value of the gold given in this paper is below the quantity won. When I could not 

get actual returns, I refused to take sums guessed at.

Bathuest Distkict—Okange Division.
(Mr. Warden J. T. Lane, BM., Orange.)

-Although the expectations of a year ago have not been realized, the circumstances surrounding our 
gold-fields are by no means discouraging. The perseverance manifested by the “ stickers ” in the different 
localities is an evidence of a hope we trust will some day he fully realized. This circumstance is fraught 
with importance, seeing there must be a something to warrant the confidence thus evinced.

The parent gold-field iu the. Australias—Ophir—continues to attract interest. The Bluff 
Amalgamated Gold-mining Company is proceeding with operations which must result in developing that 
spot upon which so many have been speculating for years paat—The Bluff. In sinking the different 
shafts good gold has been procured. They are down 80 feet, and expect to meet the tunnel in about 250 
feet.. The distance from No. 2 to No. 3 shaft is about 100 feet. About 200 yards from the above 
workings the .Company have sunk and logged a shaft 60 feet deep, and have some 4 feet of quartz 
ready for stoping, which will average 9 dwt. to tho ton. The engine and battery are in good order. On the 
whole the prospects are encouraging. Tho crushing, which is soon to take place, is looked forward to 
with considerable interest.

There are two men working at the Belmore—now Lady Mary—with prospects of success. They 
have a large quantity of stone to grass which is thought will well pay to put through a battery.
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Tlie Little Belmore (Mr. Spencer’s) lias struck a vein, and taken out some nice specimens.
At Lucas’ Gully tenders are invited for putting in a tunnel 200 feet. Tliis is considered a 

promising claim. ... .
Tke alluvial miners are making a living, but we hear of no startling finds.
Lucknow continues its even course towards that position which it is destined some day to reach, 

under the able and indefatigable management of Mr. ISewtnan, Tho “ bonanzas ” continue to be blown 
out of their long resting places, and the ores which are sent home yield a satisfactory return. I will not go 
into figures, as reports of the operations appear in the papers from time to time. The discovery re the 
cost of treating these ores in Germany will be a great consideration.

The Frederick Valley Gold-mining Company has nearly completed the erection of tke machinery. 
The diamond-drill is down some 240 feet in pure serpentine, aud they hope to go 800 feet ere they stop.

The Great Extended aud other claims at the Forest reefs continue operations with varied degress 
of success. The Old Lumpy lead shaft is down some 200 feet, and they are procuring payable gold 
amongst fossil nuts, leaves, woods, &c., &e. On tbe whole tke prospects are not without encouraging 
features. _ , , , ...

There is nothing that I know of being done in the mining world in other directions in my division 
of the district.

Bathuest Djstiiict—Caecoae Division.
. (Mr. Warden Connelly, P.M., Carooar.)

I have the honor to forward my annual report of the Carcoar Division of tlie Bathurst Mining District.
The yield of gold for the past two years, as shown hy the escort returns, was—

Oz, dvrt, gr.
1884 ............................................................ 12,040 8 14
1885 ............................................................ 0,073 6 3
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2,060 17 11 _
Showing a decrease of 2,936 oz. 17 dwt. 11 gr. on the returns of the previous year, which I attribute 
mainlv°to the want of water for mining purposes, and the absence of any fresh enterprise in mining 
pursuits.

Tho low price of copper deters capitalists from working tke numerous rich lodes of that metal 
known to exist in this locality, and there seems at present no prospect of an early revival.

A rumour during the past year that silver had been discovered iu the Black Hill ranges, about 
3 miles south of the Galley Swamp gold-field, has not been confirmed, although it seems not im
probable, from ihe geological formation of the country, that at no distant date important mineral discov
eries will be made in that locality.

Bathuest Distiuct—Bathuest Division.
(if. S. Hutchinson, Mining Registrar.)

I beg to forward my annual report for the Bathurst portion of the Bathurst Mining District for the year 1885.
At Green Swamp several shafts have been sunk on lodes showing indications of silver, hut the 

results have not given sufiieicnt inducement for investing any quantity of capital, aud at present there is 
little, if anything, doing there. _

At Blackman's Swamp, near Limekilns, Sinclair and party are working on a rich gold leader, which, 
though small (from 1 inch to 6 inches), has given some high returns, the last crushing of 5 tons yielding 
51 oz. Several other parties aro preparing to work leases in this vicinity.

. Prospecting continues on Winhurndale Creek; aud at old Fontana and Napoleon reefs a few 
miners are at work. _ _ _

During the year I have received fourteen applications for mineral, and four applications for gold 
leases, and have issued 160 miners’ rights, thirty-nine mineral licenses, and eighty-nine business licenses, 
the issue of so many of the latter being occasioned by tlie rush that set in during (September to Wiseman’s 
Creek, situated within the Hockley division of the Bathurst mining district.

Bathuest Disieioi—Caecoae Division.
( W. R. Warner, Mining Registrar.)

The year now closed has been an uneventful one iu this district. No new finds of any importance have 
been reported, and some of the old mines show signs of exhaustion, notably that of Brown’s Creek, which 
for many years has occupied the premier position among the mines of the distiuct. About 1,500 oz. of gold 
was obtained in 1885 from this mine, but owing to the smallness of the yield per ton, the amount of labour 
required, the cost of fuel, &c.,the proprietors have for so me yearsrcceived verylittlebenefitfrom the working 
of the mine, the labouring men, of whom about seventy are in constant employment, having the lion’s share 
of the produce. The Company arc now threatened with an action in tlie Supreme Court by a neighbouring 
landowner for injury to his land, and it is generally believed that tbe mine will be closed, and the plant re
moved to a distant mine. This will be a serious loss to the locality, not only to the labouring classes, but to 
the farmers, shopkeepers, and carriers.

The Church and School Estate in this division is still practically closed to the miner. Only those 
leases taken up before the passing of the new Act, some years since, are working, as no new ground can be 
leased, no matter bow rich the appearances are. For a long rime past all our eanditates for parliamentary 
honors make hustings promises that they will do their best to have all Church and School Lands put on the 
same footing as Crown Lands, so far as the miner is concerned, Nothing, however, has hitherto come of 
these promises ; and, although I frequently receive inquiries from persons anxious to mine on the estate, I 
can only refer them to the officer in charge, and there the matter ends, The general opinion here is that 
if the Church and School Lands were thrown open to the miner a barge increase of population and wealth 
would be tho result to Carcoar.

At the present time the Gaily Swamp gold field is the most constant and payable iu my division. 
There are two small crushing plants which work occasionally, and every now and then nice cakes of gold 
brought into tho local banks prove that both they and the mines are working profitably.

There
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There has been a considerable falling off in the quantity of gold raised in any division during the 
year, as shown in the following table, compiled from the escort returns:—

oz. dwt. gr.
1882 .............................................................. 6,599 4 2
1883 .............................................................. 9,81? 16 12
1884 ........................................................... 12,040 3 14
1885 .............................................................. 9,073 6 3

The year thus shows a decreased yield of about 3,000 oz., compared with 1881. This may be accounted for 
in several ways. The dry weather, which for so great a portion of the year prevented sluicing and crushing 
operations, had much to do with it. Another reason may he found in the fact that a good many miners 
left their usual wort to labour as navvies on the new railway now in progress from Blayney via Carcoar 
to Cowra, but the principal reason is, I believe, to be found in the fact that no new mines are working to 
take the place of those that year by year become exhausted on the Church and School Estate.

Considerable interest was felt in this district at the result of an action lately heard in the Supreme 
Court, viz., that of Lomas v. Jarvis. Defendant is the owner of several water-rights, which run from 
Elyer’s Creek to some alluvial claims of his which are worked by sluicing, after which the water is again 
turned into the creek. Plaintiff, who lias an extensive grazing estate lower down tho creel;, sued the 
defendant for destroying the water, and rendering it unfit for the use of his family and stock, and won his 
case, thus establisliing a legal precedence of vast importance to all persons engaged in mining operations 
throughout the Colony.

In copper practically nothing is doing, the late low prices offering no inducement either to work 
old mines or to prospect for new ones.

During the year I sold ninty-two miners’ rights aud nine mineral licences.

Bathurst Disthict—Trusket Division.
(W. T. Lee, Mining Registrari)

I note with much pleasure the increased yield of gold this year, being over 400 ounces in excess of 1884. 
The New Bathurst Gold-mining Company’s, Limited, works are progressing iu a very satisfactory manner. 
The shaft is to be sunk vertically to a depth of 550 feet, of which they are now down about 52 feet. 
This property, formerly known as AVUsou's Beef, is likely to prove very valuable, as in the old workings 
at 500 feet, when the water took possession, the stone was constantly improving. Unfortunately, adequate 
provision had not been made to overpower the inrush of water, which caused stoppage of works.

Since the erection of steam power at Pine Badge things have very materially improved there. The 
rainfall (for which I am indebted to J. Byan, Esq., licensed surveyor) was 24'62. nearly the same as 1884, 
but quite insufficient to start sluieiug-works. During the last six months a good many mines have been 
working at Pharo’s Point, on northern bank of tbe Abercrombie Biver. some obtaining nice gold. The 
works at Trap Bock Hill referred to in my last were not a success. The miners have left the district. 
Silver occupies a large share of attention, and on the Tuena side likely to be a great success.

During the year I have issued 104 miners’ lights, twenty-six business licenses, and six mineral 
licences.

Bathuest District—Tuena Division.
(IT. Jones, Mining Registrar!)

I have the honor to report an cut mining in this division of the Bathurst mining district for the year 1885 that 
I have received thirty-three mineral lease applications for an area of 830 acres, and twenty-one gold lease 
applications for an area of 143 acres. A great rush has taken place this year for silver, nearly all the mineral 
lease applications being for silver, but up to this date very little work has been done on any of the land taken 
up; and the same may be said of the gold'leases, very little as yet having been done towards proving the 
value of any of the reefs. And in alluvial gold-mining 1885 has been the worst year for a long period, 
there not having been any water through tbe whole year for sluicing purposes, this causing the yield of 
gold to be very small. I have sold 111 miners’ rights, eighteen mineral licenses, and seven business 
licenses for the year.

Bathurst District—Cowra Division.
(W. Q. J3. Smith, Mining Registrar.)

I have the honor to forward herewith my returns for the past year. I regret to state that mining in my 
portion of the Bathurst division is almost at a standstill. The main reason for this is owing to the scarcity 
of water. The number of minors’ rights issued during the year amounted to twenty-eight. Most of the 
holders of these have interests in leases.

Bathurst District—Booklet Division.
(T. O. Gromie, Mining Registrar.)

I have the honor to herewith enclose you my annual report for 1885, from which you will see that, 
with the exception of the silver rush at Wiseman’s Creek, during the months of August and September 
last, mining in general has been dull.

During the year 1SS5 I have issued ninety-seven miners’ rights, 100 business licenses, and thirty- 
four mineral licenses, a large increase on the previous year, owing to the excitement at Wiseman’s Creek.

During 1.885, ninety-eight applications were received here for mineral leases, representing 3,578 acres, 
and one gold-mining lease of 4.i acres. The mining revenue from all sources amounted to nearly £1,500.

Gold-mining is at a standstill, owing to the continued dry seasons.
Alluvial-mining is almost defunct, as, there being no water for sluicing purposes, plenty of pay

able ground in tliis division is now deserted. Cow Plat and South Apsley copper-mines are still idle, 
and until copper rises in price are likely to remain so. As a Warden’s Clerk has been appointed for 
Burraga since April last, that copper-mine is no longer connected with Bockley. I have been unable to 
obtain any reliable information as to the yield of silver at Wiseman’s Crock. In the South Wiseman’s 
Creek Silver-mining Company a tunnel is now being driven into the hill, and preparations are being made 
to work the ground in a systematic manner, It is said that some of the silver ore obtained from this land 
has, been very rich when analyzed.

The
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The new mining township of G-lenhurn lias been surveyed at Wiseman’s Greek. One hotel has 
been erected there, in addition to one on private property. About 100 allotments have been occupied, and 
buildings erected there. James Russell, Esq., a well-known mining prospector, has informed me that he 
has raised over 12 tons of a new mineral in this Colony, at the old alluvial diggings, in Caloola Creek, 
called “ Barytes,” which he values at £43 2s. 9d. He seems most hopeful that it will be found in payable 
quantities about Caloola. I wish to add that the greater part of all the mineral leases was for silver, one 
for manganese, three for tin, and two for wolfram.

Bathuest Distuicj:—Mitchell Divisios.
(T. G. Wright, Mining Registrar?)

Durino the past year there has been a vast improvement at this place in the silver-mining industry. 
Seven furnaces have been erected on the Sunny Corner mine for treating silver ores, which have turned 
out a great success. Over 20 tons of silver has been taken from this mine during the past twelve 
months, with a percentage of gold, making the value five shillings per ounce. This Company alone has 
£40,000 worth of machinery on the mine. Some thousands of pounds have been expended in making 
roads and erecting dams for the use of the mine. The prospects of this mine arc really good.

The Silver King has erected two furnaces, which ran for a short time with very satisfactory results, 
but had to stop, owing to the scarcity of water. There is about £7,000 worth of machinery on tliis mine. 
The percentage of gold is more in this mine than the Sunny Corner. The prospects of tliis mine are 
really good.

The Nevada. Silver-mining Company have erected one furnace on their mine, and run for a short 
time, when it was found the ore could not be treated, and were obliged to stop. The stopping of this 
mine put a great lull on the place in general. One furnace was erected on the land belonging to the 
Great Mitchell Silver-mining Company, on a different principle to the other furnaces, at this place, which 
ran very well for a short time, hut owing to the bricks not being of good quality, and would not stand the 
great heat, the furnace is now idle, the cost of which was about £2,000.

224 mineral leases were applied for during tho past year, containing an area of 6,383 acres. Some 
fine gossan has been found on a great many of them, especially the Great Western and the Victoria, which 
are adioining the Sunny Corner and Silver Kiug mines. Also at Bulldog Range aud Parr’s Range, the 
latter being 10 miles in a north-western direction from Sunny Corner.

There were eighteen applications for gold-mining leases during the past year, containing an area of 120 
acres. There is not a great deal being done with them, the best claim being Cook and party's, at Dark 
Corner. They have a reef 3 feet G inches wide, at a depth of 100 feet, and easily worked. There 
were 1,500 tons crushed from this reef, yielding over one 1,000 oz. of gold.

During the past year there were 518 miners’ rights, 128 business licenses, and 112 mineral licenses 
issued at this office.

The population of this place is about 4,000, hut the want of water is felt very much for domestic 
uses, tlie people depending wholly on the water caught from their houses.

Bathurst District—Mount M'Dosald Division.
(<?. A. Gunning, Mining Rngis/rar.)

I have the honor to submit my annual report for the year ending 31st December, 1885, and regret that 
the gross yield shows a loss of 1,905 oz. 14 dwt. 21 gr. as compared with that of 1884. The total 
yield for 1885 is 3,909 oz. 11 dwt. 8 gr., against 5,815 oz. G dwt. 5 gr. obtained during the 
previous year. The decrease may be accounted for by several of the claims that were producing good 
return in 1884 ceasing operations owing to hardness of ground.

There have been 1,642 tons of stone crushed for 2,861 oz, 7 dwt. 17 gr., giving an average of 
1 oz, 14 dwt. per ton, which is a. slight increase in the average per ton for last year.

The Selection and Balmoral batteries have been rocrushing the tailings with very satisfac
tory results, 1,014 oz. 14 dwts. being obtained from this source, but I cannot obtain the quantity of 
sand reerushed.

33 oz. 17 dwt. 3 gr. of alluvial gold has been purchased by Messrs. Pox Bros., storekeepers, 
during the year. This gold is the result of sluicing in the bed of the Jjachlan River.

I have issued 101 miners’ rights and twenty business licenses aud received nine gold lease 
applications during the year.

The following are the yields from some of the principal claims:—
No. of Tons. OZ. dwt. tfr.

Grant's..................... ............ ................ 190 39G 19 14
li atelier’s............................. ................ 143 452 6 8
M'Court's............................. ................ 109 147 9 16
Eureka................................. ................. 709 893 8 1
Adelong ............................. ................ 58 127 1 23
Eulmoral Tribute .............. ................ 88 243 13 14
Jonathan ......................... ................ 96 236 11 14
Woman’s............................. ................. 93 204 11 13

It is a great pity a Company is not formed to test the field at a depth. Several good claims have 
stopped work at a depth of about 150 feet, ground being hard the cost of raising has proved too expen
sive for the means of the working miner. It is the opinion of experienced miners there must be good 
reefs to be met with at a depth.

Bathurst Distiuct—Burraga Division.
(J. A. Goddard, Mining Registrar.)

Burraga Coptee-aiine is not so flourishing as it was a couple of years back, owing to the low price of 
copper.

Erom information received, the mine is as rich, if not richer than ever it was. There are at the 
present time 150 men employed, one 12-horse power engine, four furnaces, and one refinery furnace. The 
furnaces ar'e about a mile from the mins ; a small tram-line is laid between, and horses are employed to 
trudk the orb for smelting. '

Within
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Within a couple of miles of the copper-mine there is a lease taken up for silver. Particulars 
herewith, as ascertained—

Two lodes run through the ground underlaying towards each other.
No. 1 shaft, on western lode, underlay to the east, 90 feet sunk on underlay.
No. 2 shaft, on eastern lode, underlay west, 70 feet sunk on underlay.
No. 3 shaft, vertical, to drain the other shafts, GO feet deep ; no lode yet.
Bearings, north and south.

■Assay of minerals—From 20 to 40 ox. of fine silver, from 7 to 30 per cent, of lead, and 41- 
dwt. of gold. “

Bathuest Disteict—Oberon Division.
(J. O’Cowor, Mining Registrar)

I have the honor to forward you my annual report on mining matters in Oberon district, from which 
you will see that mining is improving. There has been erected within the last six months, at Blackman’s 
Old Reef, near Oberon, a 12-horse power crushing machine, working ten stamper-heads, and has been work
ing for the last two months, aud crushed 140 tons of quartz, which yielded 90 ounces of gold. There are 
twenty-two men in this Company, and all are sanguine of its turning out good. They are now below tho 
water-level, and the vein carries more gold as they go down. There are several other parties working about 
tlie same place, but have not had a crushing. 758 acres of laud applied for at tins office during the year under 
mineral leases to mine for silver, 25 acres for gold-mining leases, and 20 acres under the Mining Board 
Regulations. I anticipate a much larger yield from this field during 188G, as there are several claims 
with good stone in eight.

•Taiibarooea and Turon District—Wellington and Iron barks Divisions.
(Mr. Warden R. Hare,P.M.7 Wellington.)

I have the honor to forward you the annual report for the Ironbarks Division of the Tambaroora and 
Turon mining district for the year 1885, As I only entered on my duties as Warden on the 5th January, 
1 have had to trust to others for the requisite information. In quartz-mining I can report little progress 
during the last twelve months, as most of tho Ironbarks reefers have either been prospecting various reefs 
or otherwise sinking to catch the gold nt greater depths, notably Messrs. Liddell, who have just struck a 
really good reef in one of the newly sunk shafts, at 90 feet deep. It is probable a revival in quartz-mining 
may take place. Many of the old reefs have been lately taken up by strong parties with a determination to 
test the value of each, as deep sinking has never been tried. At present it seems likely that some of them 
should succeed. Capital is certainly wanted, and as there is a prospect of its being introduced in this 
gold-field, the prospects of tho coming year seem brighter than many preceding ones. Scott’s machine 
of twelve head of stampers still remains, is in good order, and at present is sufficient for all purposes. 
In alluvial mining the amount of gold obtained is small, but the dry weather for the last three years has 
driven most ot the alluvial miners toother parts,hut wit!i favourable seasons the Ironbarks would probably 
return twice the amount ot gold now produced. There have been also two Companies at work at the 
Mookcrawa Junction, on the Macquarie River, viz.:—The New Macquarie River Syndicate Cold-mining 
Company, which till now has been employed in cutting races and opening the mine, the prospects of which 
look very cheering. The plant consists of one locomotive boiler 100-horse power, and two large pumps 
capable of throwing 70,000 gallons per hour. At present ten hands are only employed. The other Com
pany is at present at a standstill, hut expect to start again shortly. This, named the Macquarie River 
Gold-mining Company, has a capital plant, and as gold is known to be iu the claim in large quantifies the 
prospects of the mine, notwithstanding drawbacks, arc good. With regard to gold returns, it is almost 
impossible to get as correct an account as is desirable, as tho hanks in Wellington and Orange aro con
tinually purchasing from the Ironbarks miners; however, tlie returns from the stores at Ironbarks show the 
purchase of 1,134 oz, 2 dwt. 12 gr. for tho past year. At Spring Creek, on the Macquarie River, a nugget 
or gold weighing 62 oz. was uneaithcd hy a miner named James Bell, and sold to one of tho banks in 
Orange, One or two other lots were also disposed of. The locality is supposed to be either or nearthe same 
place. Number of miners’ rights issued, 158; of business licenses, 20; of gold leases applied for, 5.

Tambaroora and Turon District—Hill End Division.
(dig. S. Hawkins, Mining Registrar.)

I have the honor to submit, for tho information of the Honorable Minister of Mines, the following report 
on mining matters in connection with Hill End Division of Tambaroora and Turon gold-fields for the 
year 1885b

I regret that J have no fresh discoveries to mention for the last year. Not more than twelve claims 
have been in proper working. Alluvial digging has been at almost a standstill on account of the dryness 
of the season. Most of the alluvial digging is done by Chinese. '

Quartz.—Carver and party, on the Scandinavian Hill, had to knock off work on account of water.
Sckobbert and party, adjoining, are similarly situated,
Myers aud Norfchy, at Specimen Cully, still raising stone, but the yield has not come up to 

expectations. '
A. number of crushings have been made from other claims during the vear, none of which aro 

worthy of note. ^
_ Hawkins Hill Gold-mining Company is now under management of Mr. J. W. Marshall. A. new 

line of reef was tried about November, tire stone being fair. Most of the claims have been on tribute for 
the last six months, none of which turned out anything rich. The Company is in possession of good 
machinery at Tambaroora.

, , Hancock and party, at Dirt Holes, had a good crushing at tiro beginning of tbe year, the stone 
giving l oz. and 5 dwt. to the ton. Through strength of water a Tangyc pump had to be erected. Tbe 
last crudiing below water-level was not up to anticipations, 92 tons yielding 72 oz.

Christie and Crombic, on Independent Reef, are still raising passable stone. ,
dffntBn
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Canton Tributors had a crushing of 65 tons, yielding 50 oz., which does not pay, they having the 
expense of a Tangye pump; gold is patchy. _ _ _

Eed Hill Hold-mining Company has been idle during the year, and is now under management of

64

Mr. Charlton.
Escort of gold for the year is:—

oz> dwt. gr.
Quartz .................................................................. 2,540 1 0
Alluvial .................... ................................................... 1#363 9 10

Total......................... 3^903 10 10
Decrease on last year of 3,300 oz.

Q-olct-mming leases applied for................................................ 11
Extended claims......................................................................  22
Water-races ........................................................................................ 21
Ordinary claims ....................................   13
Miners’ rights .......................................................................... 301
Business licenses ...................................................................... 10
Mineral licenses ..................................................................... 4

Tambabooba and Ttrsox Disthict—Sofaia Division.

(M. Fagan, Mining Begisirar.)

I have the honor to submit my report, as Mining Registrar of the Sofala Division of the Tambaroora and 
Turon Mining District, for the year 1885 :— _

Spring Greek (Trilufe) Company, near Sofala.—Originally a party of thirteen men,afterwards reduced 
to eight men ; have during the short time at work raised about 96 tons of quartz and 21 oz of gold. The 
present depth of the shaft is 281 ft., and the deepest level 275 ft Another party is formed to try the mine 
at a greater depth (twelve men in the party.) On the ground is a superior 25-h,p. engine, with powerful 
battery, pumps, and winding gear complete, valued at £2,000.

Wattle Fht.

Solitary Reef Gohl-mining Company—{Tribnte').—This party of seven men have during the past twelve 
months raised and crushed about 450 tons of quartz, averaging nearly 7 dwt. per ton. The shaft is 
sunk to a depth of 400 ft., aud the principal working has been on the lower levels—the deepest 370 ft. 
They are now crushing a large quantity of stone. On the ground there is a powerful engine, with 
battery, and winding gear, and pumps, at intervals employed in crushing for ihe public.

Caledonian, Surface Hill.—This wide reef (average 6 ft.), formerly in the hands of the above Com
pany, is now out of work. It is generally believed that with a steam plant on the ground, and a heavy 
battery of ten stampers in the hands of a party of working men, this reef would prove highly remunerative.

Old Surface mil.—Tlie small veins in this ground are worked by small scattered parties of two or 
three men, occasionally having a crushing of a few tons of quartz at Davidson’s engine, near the locality; 
the greater part of the gold is obtained by hand washing and crushing.

Davidson's crushing plant of 12-h.p. engine, with four heads of stampers, engaged in crushing 
small lots of stone from Surface Hill, O.K.., and Whelan’s Hill, prospecting parties on tbe 11 lack Creek, 
Wattle Elat, and valued at £1,000. _

O.K. Line of Beefs.—The only ground being worked on this line is the Frenchman's lease, with a 
party of four men ; been working two veins (about 4 in.) near the surface, averaging 2 oz. per ton, and now 
about to crush a quantity of stone from the previous workings, at a depth of about 100 ft. on the underlay.

Frskine Flat Cold-mining Company — E>:tended claim of 10 acres on the immediate south bank 
of the Turon Biver, 1 mile distant from Sofala. Worked many years back; average depth of ground, 
(33) thirty-three feet; stripping off, 27 ft., leaving about 6 ft. of wash-dirt. Under the present Company 
the ground has been worked by horse power, but has been in abeyance for nearly six months, on account 
of the heavy influx of water; about to erect 3-h.p. steam-engine for pumping and box-sluicing ; will 
employ (12) twelve men day and night continuously ; expect to be in full work in about two months ; 
gold already won, 263 oz.

Box Ridge.—Cole and party of twelve men. owners of the Homeward Bound and Anthony Trollope 
veins of 2 and 5 acres respectively, have been working latterly on the Homeward Bound, at a depth 
of 160 feet, on a vein varying from 4 inches to a foot in width. They have raised and crushed about 250 
tons, yielding from 6 dwt. to L oz. per ton, and bearing gold of a superior quality, realizing as high as 
£3 19s. 6d. per oz. The party at present are sinking a perpendicular shaft. On the ground is erected a 
10-h.p. engine, driving two batteries of five heads each, with pumping and winding gear attached, and 
valued at £1,000, the same being rented at £1 per week.

Quart-pot Reef, Limekilns.—Several leases have been applied for upon this line of reef. On the 
4th December Last Sinclair and Co. had a trial crushing of 10 tons of quartz from this claim, which 
yielded 5 oz. 11 dwt. per ton.

At the Crudine, Palmer’s Oakey, Wattle Elat, and Upper Turon there have been several parties of 
fossickers at work in tho various old workings, from whom 1 have been unable to obtain any information 
as to the amount of gold won, but it is supposed that the greater number of them haie made fair wages 
during the year. The dry season has prevented anything like a fair trial of sluicing work in this division 
during the year. The following results have been obtained from several small parcels of quartz raised 
from various reefs on Wattle Elat during the year:—

oa. dwt. gr.
Dutilcavcy and Company ...... 43 10 0 Surface to SO feet
Ellis and Compniiy ............. .... 90 >> 77 S 0 ,, 10 feet
Grice and Coin pany............. .... 29 43 14 0 „ 20 feet
Prince and Company ......... .... 7 1) 16 1 0 „ 20 feet
Gil lard and Company ........ .... 4. 2 2 0 „ 4 feet
Longford and Campany ...... .... 1G 6 19 0 „ 13 feet

Total ............................. 194 14 0
The
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The following amount of gold from all sources has been transmitted from this division by Gold 
Escort and other means during the year 18S5, viz. : —

02. dwt. gr.
For quarter endctl 31st Marcli ................................................ 51<t 19 23
For quarter ended 30th Juno....................................................... 601 5 10
For quarter ended 30th September ............................................ 759 16 0
For quarter ended 31st December..................................   456 8 1

Total by Gold Escort .........         2j332 9 10
By other means during the year ................................................ 1,482 11 10

Total................................................................... 3,815 0 20 '
Market value of same, £14,30G 8s. lid.

Miners’ rights issued during the year ................................... ...................  431
Business licenses „ ,, ...................................................... 10 _
Mineral licenses „ ,, ....................................................... 01 #

Thirteen applications for gold-mining leases aud twenty for mineral leases have been received by me 
during the year.

Tambabooba and Tunoa Distiuct—Ieonbabks D[vision.
(P. Healy, Mining Registrar.)

I have the honor to forward my annual report of the Ironbarks Division of Tambaroora and Turon Mining 
District for the year 1885.

In quartz-mining I can report little progress during the past twelve months, as most of our 
Ironbarks reefers have either been prospecting various reefs or otherwise sinking to catch the gold at 
greater depths, notably, Messrs. Liddell and Uicholson, who have just struck a really good reef, in one 
of tlie newly sunk shafts, at 90 feet deep. 1 would say a revival m quartz-mining seems to he about 
taking place Many of the old reefs, viz., the Monks, the Beehive, the Poorman’s, and the famed 
Perseverance, have been lately taken up by strong parties, with a determination to test the value of each. 
As deep sinking has never been tried, at present it seems more than likely that something should succeed. 
Certain it is we want capital, and as it seems about being introduced on this gold-field, I perhaps may say 
the prospects of this coming year seem brighter than many preceding it. ...

vScott’s machine of twelve-head of stampers, driven by a 12-h.p power engine, still remains; the 
owner lias it now in capital order, and I would say it is at present sufficient for all purposes. In alluvial 
mining tho amount of gold obtained from such a large and extensive field seems exceed
ingly small; but for the last three years the continued dry weather has driven most of the alluvial miners 
to other parts, and for the limited number of miners employed now in this industry I would say the 
Ironbarks will compare favourably' with other gold-fields of tho Colony, and would with favourable 
seasons return twice the amount of gold now produced. There have been also two Companies at work at 
the Mookerawa Junction, on the Macquarie Biver, viz., the New Macquarie River Syndicate Gold-mining 
Co., which till now has been employed in cutting races and opening the mine; hands are being put on, and 
prospects look very cheering. The pliant consists of one locomotive boiler 100-h.p., and two large pumps 
capable of throwing 70,000 gallons per hour. At present ten hands are only employed ; room will be made 
for many more should prospects remain as good as at present. The other Company is now at a standstill, 
but expect to start, again in a short time. This, named the Macquarie Biver Gold-mining Company, has 
a capital plant, and as gold is known to be in the claim in large quantities, the prospects of the mine, 
notwithstanding the many drawbacks, are exceedingly good. There is also another extensive steam-power 
plant, that was introduced by J. H. Howland, in the interests of a London Company. The machinery is 
peculiar and intricate, and deserving the attention of gold-miners. Great difficulties had to be overcome, 
as part of the maehiuerv lost, in transit from the Cape, had to be sent for to England. The claim is at 
Martin’s Elat, on the" Macquarie Biver, and I believe everything connected with the machinery 
works smoothly. The Company waits another pump to commence work, when great things are expected. 
’With regard to gold returns for the past year, it is almost impossible to get as correct an account as I 
could wish, as tlie banks in Wellington and Orange are continually purchasing from our miners. 
However, the returns from the stores at Ironbarks show the purchase of 1,134 oz. 2 dwt. 12 gr. for the 
past year. At Spring Creek, on the Macquarie Biver, near Burrendong, a nugget of gold weighing 62 
oz. was unearthed by a miner named James Bell, and sold to one of the banks in Orange. One or two 
other lots were also disposed of; the locality known or rather supposed to bo from about the same place. 
Number of miuers’rights issued, 158; number of business licenses, 26; number of gold leases applied 
for, 5.

Tambaeooba and Tubon Disteict—Welding ion Division.

(W. Carson, Mining Registrar.)

Herewith I have the honor to forward my annual report upon the mining industry in the Wellington 
Division of the Tambaroora and Turon Mining District for the year 1885. _ _

There has been a marked improvement in mining matter as compared with the preceding year, as 
ill he seen by the accompanying returns. During the year the Belara copper-mine, at Goolma, has been 
at work, at which thirty men have been employed, the result being that 1,000 tons of ore have been raised ; 
and on the Macquarie Biver two sluicing claims have been at work continuously. I regret, however, to 
state that the only quartz-crushing machines in my division (two in number) have been idle, but from 
what cause I am unable to ascertain. I did not hear of any new discoveries during the year. Erom 
inquiry made I find that the amount of gold won was 521 oz, 10 dwt. 19 gr. I may add that nineteen miners’ 
rights and five mineral licenses were granted, and one mineral lease was applied for during the year.

Mudgee Disteict—Gulgong Division.
{Mr. Warden Snage, P.M., Gulgong.)

I mate the honor to submit, for the information of the Honorable Minister for Mines, my report for the 
year 1885.J It

55
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It will be observed with regret by those interested in the advancement of this portion of the 
Colony that the golden yield has fallen off considerably, contrasting with the published yields of last and 
previous years. The quantity of gold won from all parts of the Mudgee Mining District shows in the 
aggregate a diminution of the precious metal to the estent of 1,500 oz. The falling off in the yield presented 
here may be ascribed, in my opinion, to the drought of last year—indeed I may observe the droughts of 
the previous seven or eight years—affecting very seriously and to an alarming extent every producing 
interest—the mining, agricultural, and tho pastoral. The result of this state of things is that 
several of our best and most intelligent miners have for the want of water been compelled 
to abandon for a time mining operations and follow other pursuits elsewhere. A general feeling 
of depression pervades this community at the present time, arising from the unexpected 
closing and winding up of some of the. large mining properties. In the month of August 
last apparently everything in connection with mining was progressing in a satisfactory manner, 
when it was rumoured that some of tho mine holders were unable to pay their men’s wages. Lc^al pro
ceedings were resorted to, which, unfortunately, terminated disastrously to some of the dann-holdem. The 
mines at least some of them have passed into other hands. If they should succeed in striking any of tho 
leads Grulgong may again become a stirring township. It is to bo Imped that the fortunate proprietors of 
the Nil Despcrandum and Britannia mines will succeed in their undertakings, then those requiring work 
will meet with ready and prompt employment at remunerative rates. Tlie claims on the Black Lead are 
not progressing as satisfactorily as could be desired. Sweeney and party have not bottomed vet; they 
appear sanguine of success. In regard to the other claims, Hutton and Mato have not yet struck the reef 
they have been in search of for the last two years. Nothing daunted, they still persevere, and intend 
persevering in their arduous undertaking for an indefinite period. There arc other claims at work, but 
nothing deserving of special note has occurred. The Nil Despcrandum. late the White Horse claim,1 and 
now the property of Mr. Thompson, of Gulgong, who has, I have been given to understand, floated it 
into a Company, promises speedily to recoup the fortunate owners. It is without doubt a most valuable 
property". The engine is 30-h.p., with 16-inch cylinder, 4-foot stove and boiler, Tho whole of the mining 
plant, formerly tbe property of a Melbourne syndicate, is most complete in every respect. Twenty men are 
employed, on wages at the rate of 8s. 4d. a day. Depth of shaft, 200 feet, 10-inch lift of pump. 80 feet 
of solid rock had to be excavated before the wash was reached. Up fo 17t.h December, 1885, tho owners 
had expended £521. At the 200-feet level a main drive has been put in, which will extend probably some 
considerable distance. While this was being carried out a seam of preg or wash-dirt was cut, -which is 
calculated will turn out several thousand loads of payable dirt, thus materially enhancing the value of the 
Nil Desperaudutn mine.

. ■^T°- ^ Mayes and party, No. 2 Stott's Paddock.—This claim has since commencing operations been 
a paying one. The depth of the shaft is 136 feet: length of drive, 42 feet. Pour men are employed on the 
ground. Average yield of gold per load, from 8 to 9 dwts. Only one shaft atwork nt present. 184 loads 
of wash-dirt has been raised, yielding 96 oz. and 16 dwt. This claim is situated iu Stott’s Paddock 
at tbe Canadian,

Previous to bringing this report to a close I beg to state that the quantity of gold transmitted to
Sydney by the Gulgong aud Mudgee banks amounts as follows, viz:—Gulgong, 1,017 oz. 2 dwt 4 gr • 
Mudgee, 3,148 oz. 2 dwt. 13 gr. e B 1 *

The following miners’ rights, business licenses, &c., have been issued during the year 1885:—
Gulgong.

Miners’ rights..........................................
Business licenses......................................
Gold-mining leases...................................
Mineral licenses......................................
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3
9

Mudgee.
Minors’ rights..................................................................................  ] jq
Business licenses ................................................................................ 10
Gold-mining leases.......................................................   j
Mineral licenses.............................................................  ' " ......... 7
Mineral leases.............................................................   n

Mudgee District—Dunne Divtsioit.
(Mr. Warden W. S. Caswell, P.M., Dulbo.)

I hate the honor to forward my second annual report for the Dubbo Division of the Mndgee Gold
mining :l-)lpJirjcfc- I* would be more proper perhaps to call it the fifth annual report, as Mr. Warden 
Browne Jiad forwarded three reports previous to my taking charge of the district.

Nothing has occurred during the year to damp the most sanguinp expectations as to the future 
development ot tlie mining resources of this large district.
. Although the coal Companies and owners of coal-measures have made little progress there are 
indications that coal-mining in earnest will be commenced at an early date, and I enclose herewith printed 
and written information of ihe prospects of some of these interests.

. C0PPer mining Company have supended operations at Girilambone on account of tho low
price ot this metal m all the markets of the world.

Mmmg affairs have certainly improved at Tomingley gold-field, as shown by tbe returns. In 1883 
■V0U C|,1:ll'1:z TCefs> f01’ there are 110 alluvial workings, amounted, in round numbers, to about 

£/,000; m 1884 to the same amount; and in 1885, with the small number of fifty-five miners, the value won 
increased to about eight thousand pounds (£8,000). No doubt much of this success must be attributed 
to the splendid returns Moore, Mooney, and party (mentioned in my last annual report) obtained from 
their stone raised from No. 1 North Myall and spare ground—666 ounces of gold from 300 tons of 
stone.

The population of Tomingley, including Myall, which is only a name given by tlie miners to the 
extension ot the reefs, remains steady—rather on the increase. It was estimated in 1883 to number 200 ; 
in ].SS4j 200; in 1885, 210 ; whilst the average attendance of children in attendance at Ihe Public School 
has risen from 3;3 in 1884 to 43 in 1885. There are still two public-houses and two stores doin" a fair 
amount of business. There is a butcher and a baker.

Tbe
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Tho watfer supply for mining purposes is ample at present, though X believe the machines ran short 
during tho spring. The supply for domestic purposes is not what it should be, and travelling stock are 
much inconvenienced. The promised Government tank has not been constructed.

There are two crushing machines at Tomingley, though only one has worked during the yeai. T o 
Star United crushed 1,106 tons of stone for 88S oz. of gold There is a third machine at Myall which 
has won 1,551 oz. from 1,050 tons of stone^ The prospects of the miners may be judged from the returns

°f tho C7am.~Eight men’s ground, with a width of reef of 4 feet, have crushed 08

tons o£i^0“cJ?^6_^2ij^nd party, four men’s ground, with reef 4 feet wide, have crushed 58 tons for

23 oz. mcu.s ground, have crushed 307 tons for 367 oz.4d-.vt, tho reef being 3 feet

wide. ^ 3 ^r^__£cn.y and party, four men’s ground, 10-fect reef, have obtained, from 103 tons,

G9 °Z’ jfyoW Prospectors U/W—Eight men’s ground, with a width of reef 2 feet; 129 tons of stone,

36 ox. Jf^^—PclcTseuTnd1 party, three men’s ground, width of reef, 2 feet; 25 tons of stone,

4 °Z' ^ /Shore Grownd.—Quirk and party, four men ; reef, 6 feet; obtained from 51 tons^ 10 oz. 10 dwt.
No. 1 North and Spare Ground.-Moore, Mooney, and party, twelve men, l,0o0 tons of stone,

1.551 oz. of gold, from reef 5 feet wide. „ , ,,
No. 2 North.—King and party, four men, 27 tons of^stone, 19 oz. 19 dwt. 11 gr. of gold.
No. 2 Bloch Claim.—Pour men, Horl and party, 185 tons, 77 oz. 17 dwt.
Sundry claims,—63 tons, 20 oz. 6 dwt, , j i. /j
It will of course be understood that tho labour in the claims was intermittent, and that the

erusbin<T machines not fully employed, . .. i n „ __„f venture to assert that the roofs are thicker and the average of crushings are greater than any
other place in New South Wales, and such as would iu Victoria yield large returns to big Companies.

Mining Registrar Quinn, deceased, has been succeeded by Constable Iarquharson, an intelligent,

P^nSlayhlfreturn of miners’ rights issued at Dubbo and Tomingley number 156—138 at Dubbo and IS 
at Tomingley As there are only fifty-five men working at Tomingley, it is almost unaccountable what 
became of the men holding these rights. X am informed miners’ rights are now used by persons moving 
about the country to prevent obstruction hy runholders. Thirteen business licenses have been issued.

I enclose also table of machinery.
Table showing Crushing Machines employed in Dubbo Subdivision of Mudgee Gold-mining District

for year 1885.

District Subdivision,

Steam-engines Employed.

Name. Horse
power*

CrushingMachines.
Stamp- IStoiiQ in Tons 
heads. I Crushed. 1 Yield. Remarks.

Australian Star 
United ...... 12 1 10 1,100

oz. <lvt. gr
683 2 5 r

Tomingley Quartz 
Crushing Co....... 20 1 10 Nil. ..........

Myall................. 25 1 20 1,050 1,256 0 0 jJ

To value of about 
£3,000,

In concluding my report I must add that I think there is little to discourage our mining popula
tion, and much cause to be hopeful for the future. t

jfoxE.—There is a slight discrepancy between mill returns and claim returns which 1 cannot correct, 
but it is unimportant.—"W.S.C.

The Dubbo CoAL-iitNES.
The Dubbo coal-mines, situate at Baltimore, were first discovered in 1880, by J®?™’™ “nVlubs^'-

Hamilton These gentlemen, together with a Mr, Samuel Marsdcn, took up the land under a mineral lease and sunse ouent v in tic samfvfirMr. k! Kancarrow joined in, and work was carried on for a while under the mineral case regu
lations •' butthis^iw^fmmd to be a Very expensive way of working the mine, so it was resolved to convert the mmcral 
lease into a mineral conditional purchase. The area at this time was only 120 acres; but after the conversion alluded to 
the Company increased the area to 300 acres, and as operations became extended more land ivas required, and eventually 
the area was eMarge^l to 980 acres, which takes in the whole of the Baltimore Mountain. The Company then deemed it
unnecessary to go outside the mountain, or to extend their possessions further than the out“3 0A^^26^^1331 "and is 
confined to the mountain, and inside the area of land secured Mr. 1!, Hancarrow was appointed manager in 1331, and is 
still the Comnanv’s monager in Dubbo. Mr. T. Mcldrum, of Sydney, is tbe legal manager. *. i j • avstill U situated about 13 miles from'the Croat Western Eaifway, ^Me^terly dire .0.
The nronertv has a frontage of about 1 mile to tlie Talbragar Kiver, and comprises 980 acres, held under a M.C.F., awl is 
termed into a Company of^SO.OOO shares of £1 each, which are now fully paid up. Ihe above property is about 18 miles
from Dubbo, 111 an easterly direction, ronr I- -|.T. n ICO ir..., . e 007 feet__in a trinn-On this property three shafts have been sunk-No. 1 to a depth of 89feet; fco. 2, 130 feet, No. 3, -.0/ tcot m a tnan
gular direction fi-om each other, and about a quarter of a nu e Apart. Tlie same ^ams of eoid have Jiee out m canh of 
these shafts the largest scams being 5 feet 10 inches thick, with smaller scams, 2 feet, 3 feet G inches, and 3 feet 3 menes respectively. Bacl^of these seams^ave small bands running through them ^ thfLal Vroi
in thickness. At the 74-feet level in No. 1 shaft a tunnel has been put 111 about 40 feet, and drnen on the 1
this tunnel about 50 tons of coal was taken. About 25 tons were brought to Dubbo, and ^\en ^,tho ^ ^ .oTthurst
to be tested. The mad train from Dubbo to Nevertire was run with the coal, also tbe mad train from to Batiii^k
The coal proved to be equal to the requirements of the engineers, and the Govern^
Sydney to tost the coal. The test proved very satisfactory, —indeed, so much so, that the Government asked the 
to supply them with the coal from the Dubbo coal-mines.

442—H
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Besides coal, there is on the property a large outcrop of fireclay of a first-class quality, 15 feet in thickness; also 
large crops of ironstone and limestone. The ironstone is of a very rich quality, and to be found in almost endless

ties*
. The works are m the side of an abrupt hill, which is undoubtedly carboniferous in character, carbonaceous fossils 

being found plentifully. The strata are almost perfectly horizontal, and composed of, first, large capping of sandstone 
followed by numerous bands of shale, fireclay, ironstone, and coal. At present tho work is stopped, plnding arrangc- 
ments to be made for the laying of alight railway to connect the Great Western Railway with the mine, a distance of 
about Id miles. The country the line would pass through is almost level, and there are no engineering difficulties to con
tend with. Several small Companies have been formed, and have taken up land in different directions around tlie Dubbo 
Goal-mining Company s property, but up to tbe present they have not found anything worth speaking of. They may find 
coal on those properties by sinking to a great depth. On Snicev’s Creek, about 6 miles from the Dubbo coal-mine, a scam 
is opeued out about j feet m thickness, with only one sunil hand. No doubt tliis seam would be a woi table one when 
opened out farther away from the creek* It is right in the creek, where opened, and soddened with water. We believe 
some SOO acres of land have been secured at this place for the purpose of working this seam. The Spicer Creek seam is 
tu one *l;lve aeen outside of the Dubbo Coal-miniug Compauy’s property that would likely be a payable one
ihe Messrs. Yeo Bros., at Elong Elong, have taken up a quantity of land for coal, and it is believed they have a fair show 
ot success but are too far away. Their property is about 10 miles in an easterly direction from the Dubbo Coal-mining 
Gompaoy, therefore 10 miles further away fi om the nearest point of railway. No doubt their property will become valuable

At a place called Barbigal some land was taken up for coal by tbe Dubbo Coal-miniug Company, but the indications 
did not warrant any further outlay. o r j > vuo

A bore with tbe diamond drill was put down 492 feet by the Government, half a mile from Dubbo. At that distance 
they cut a small seam of coal, about 4* inches thick. This bore has been abandoned, indications not being sufficient to 
warrant a further expenditure.
a v1 P™8®”* a d!al“ond drill> ky Mr. J. Coghlan, is boring for coal about 5 miles from Dubbo. The hole is now
down about 700 feet and no coal has as yet been found. We are of opinion that no coal will be found in payable 
quantities west of the Dubbo coal-mines, for the reason that tbe dip to west is so great at the Baltimore Mountain 
.. .In conclusion, we may state that tbe Dubbo coal-mines are in the centre of one of tho largest ironbark forests in 
the Golony, from which at the present time all the timber for railway purposes is taken ; but no timber is allowed to be cut 
on the Company s land. A ranger is kept there for the purpose of protecting it, tbe timber being very valuable There is 
a nevor-failmg supply of good water on the property. By sinking to a further depth we believe that much better seams of 
coal will be found. There is little doubt that the seams already cut are merely the upper scams, and that vast treasures of 
coal beneath have yet to be reached. Tbe Dubbo coal-mine is one of the best properties, as a coal-mine, out of Newcastle 
and all it i-equrres is the railway to make it a success, aud also to materially increase the prosperity of tbe town and 
district ot Dubbo. A A

Mudgee District—Q-ulgorg DirisiOTr.

{S. De Boos, Mininy Registrar.')

No work of any consequence has been done on this gold-field daring the past twelve months Tlie 
stoppage of the works at House's Paddock, Scully’s Prospecting Eoserve, and the 'White Horse Extended 
Claim, has had a very depressing influence on mining industry in this district. The closing of these ex
tensive works lias been a serious drawback to the mining population, as it threw a number of men out of 
employment, and what was harder still, many of them had to go without their wages in consequence of 
the alleged insolvency of the Companies employing them.

The Moonlight Lead.—This Company appears to have ceased working for some time. The engine 
has been removed, and tbe claim has, I believe, reverted to the original leaseholders.

Sculley’s Prospecting Reserve has remained untouched for more than a year, nor is there anything 
to denote that the proprietors intend starting the works again. s s

The White Horse Extended Claim has again changed hands, and is now at work, and-seems likely to 
prosper. ^

The Canadian Gold-mining Company has done very little this year. It has had a good many 
difficulties to contend with, and its operations have been hampered by the want of funds. It is the 
intention of the present shareholders to increase tlie capital, and put the Company on a better footing.

The claim known as the “ Britannia,” near Home Rule has been idle for some months. The Com
pany after erecting expensive machinery, and sinking to within a few feet of the bottom, suddenly stopped 
work. The property was sold at auction, aud bought by a local speculator, who is about forming a fresh 
Company, and starting to work again as soon as possible.

At tbe old Gulgong reef nothing of any consequence has been done during the past year.
Towards, the end of the year some stir was made over the report that silver and copper had been 

found in the neighbourhood of Mundooran and at Bungiboema. Some mineral tracts have been taken up 
and the ground is now being prospected, but the result has not yet been made known. ’

In all the other portions of the Gulgong Division mining matters have not much changed. There 
are still a number of meu scattered over tbe field earning fair wages, and in some cases doing well ■ but 
the drought which has prevailed for the last few years has rendered prospecting almost impossible and 
consequently no new country has been opened up, and miners have been compelled to take up some other 
mode of earning a living. 1

. During the past year three gold-mining leases have been applied for. 202 miners’ rights and 
eighteen business licenses have been issued from this office.

Tho amount of gold sent through the banks during the same period was 1,017 ounces.

Mudgee District—Mudgee Division.

(B. H, A eke son, Mining Registrar.)

I have the honor to submit, for the information of the Honorable the Minister for Mines, my report for 
the year 1885, upon the mining industry in the Mudgee Division of the Mudgee Mining District.

During 1885, as in the preceding year, mining here has not been very extensively or successfully 
pursued. ’ J

The scarcity of water, I understand, is yet urged as tbe principal bar to success. From the 
quantity of gold purchased by the Mudgee banks (3,148 ox.), and the number of miners’ rights issued in 
my office, viz. 150, matters rest at much the same condition generally as at the end of 1884. Mulla- 
niuddy, tho Meroo, Merrendee, and Gratiai still continue to be the only places in the division which tho 
diggers frequent, all of which localities were in earlier days great mining centres.

‘ The
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The most important gold workings in the division are carried on by the Rhobardah Gold-mining 
Company, near Cudgegong. This property, 1 understand, is held by Mr. Thomas Chappell upon tribute. 
He has erected a 10-stamp battery, driven by a 14-horse power engine, and constructed an excellent dray- 
road, 3 miles in length, from tbe ’crushnig plant, situated on the Cudgegong River, to the top of the bill, 
some 700 feet high, where the quartu is raised, at one place from a shaft 70 feet deep, and at another from 
a tunnel following a vein of a width of from 18 to 24 inches. I understand, with regret, that the antici
pations of the recent crushings, the quantity of which I have not ascertained, were not realized; the 
result, however, was payable, and Mr. Chappell is still sanguine of ultimate success. _ _

Convenient also to Cudgegong are the works of the Cheshire Copper-mining Company. This 
Company suspended operations during 1885 but have within tbe last few days let tbe mine upon tribute 
to a Mu Jenkins, late of Mount Hope and Cobar.

A lease of 80 acres was applied for during tbe year at Appletree Elat, by Mr. Edward Clarke, of 
Mudgee, for silver-mining. The work thereon, so far, is only of a preliminary nature, _

I regret that this report does not represent a more interesting state of mining affairs in the 
district.

69

Mudgee Distect—Hargraves Division-.

(21 O’Brien, Mining Registrari)

In submitting my report, anent mining pursuits in this division for the year 1885,1 regret to state that 
mining matters have been almost at a standstill during that period; but as regards alluvial mining, the 
want of water for milling, sluicing, or cradling, &c., has totally crippled this industry during^ tho. whole 
of the year. In regard to quartz-mining, I may state that only one of the many leases existing in this 
division, namely, that of Bond and party, has been worked, who have expended a considerable sum for 
machinery and labour on their claim, and are still persevering to develop their mine. _

INono of the other leases have spent one shilling in labour or otherwise on their holdings. Leases 
(which, beyond a doubt, is tbe pick of the locality) held in this manner debars the Iona fide miner from 
prospecting the ground. I think tbe lessees should be compelled to comply with the labour clause; and 
if they should refuse to do so their title should be cancelled. This would give others who are willing an 
opportunity of testing the ground. ... . . .

There is very little prospect of any material improvement in mining pursuits until such time as we 
have a regular rainfall, as without water nothing can be done in this division. I may also state that I 
sold 138 miner’s rights, and fourteen business licenses during the year, being a considerable increase on 
the previous year.

Mudgee Disteict—ToMmoiRr Division.

{James Rargtiharson, Mining Registrari)

I hate the honor to submit my report for the year 1885. I took office on the 16th April, 1885, which 
will account for the few miners’ rights issued from this office, the miners having been supplied from 
Dubbo and elsewhere, there being no Mining Registrar at Tomingley, _

The prospects of the field are fairly good, and a considerable amount of work has been done during 
the past year. _ _ . .

Tiicre has not been any new discovery ; tbe miners being engaged on the lines previously worked.
There are several parties working at Tomingley with fair results.
The Star battery of ten stamp-heads has crushed during the past year for various owners 1,160 

tons of quartz for a yield of 888 oz. 2 dwt. 5 gr. _
Tlie Dubbo Company’s battery of ten stamp-heads has been idle all through the year. . Mooney 

and party at the Myall have erected a 20 stamp-head battery during the past year. Since this battery 
started they have crushed 1,050 tons of quartz for a yield of 1,256 oz. of gold, which has paid the 
shareholders handsomely.

There aro several other claims being worked at the Myall, but up to the present they cannot be 
said to have paid.

It is said that a (5) five-head battery is shortly to be erected at the Ten-mile Ridges, hut at present 
the place is deserted.

There has not been any alluvial find discovered.
"Work has been completed on (2) two sections reserved for prospecting from Prospecting Yote, but 

with no results. Work will be started shortly upon the third section, from which a little gold has been 
obtained by previous prospectors. _ _

The population of Tomingley and Myall, inclusive of men, women, and children, is 210. There 
has been an average attendance at tbe Public School of forty-three for the past year.

I am happy to state that there have been no accidents during the past year.
Oz. dwt gr.

Total .yield of gold for the year ..................................... ............... 2,144 2 5
Estimated value................................................................................ £7)933 2 114

Miners’ rights issued during the year .......................................................... 18
Business licenses............................................................................................... 19.
Mineral licenses ...............................................................................................  Nil-
Gold-mining leases............................................................................................ Nil.

Lachlan Disteict—Torres, Parses, and Geeneell Divisions.

(Mr. Warden Sharpe, P.M., Rories.)

I have the honor to submit for the information of the Honorable the Minister for Mines, my report on 
the mining carried on in the Forbes Division of the Lachlan Mining District during the past year.

2. I regret to have to state that lam unable to report that the mining industry has improved 
during the past year, although a fair amount of prospecting has been done in various parts of the district,

no
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no discoveries of any importance Imvc been made. G-reat hopes were entertained that a reef which was 
discovered near the Tichhourne, hy Messrs. M’Millan and party, and from which the first two or three 
crushings were very good, the stone yielding as high as 11 ounces to the ton for some 20 tons, would prove 
very rich and extensive, but although the claim has'been profitable to the prospectors, at the present time 
the gold appears to be exhausted. At Parkes some very handsome feturns have becu obtained from a 
reef which appears to be a leader from that known as the iBuchanan. Several claims arc working on this 
shoot of gold, which has proved rich and extensive, and their history should be a great encouragement to 
prospectors, as the reef is situated right in the centre of ground that had been worked for years and 
abandoned, I am informed over and over again, and yet rich stone in quantity was close at hand. Parkes 
is the only place iu my district were much mining is being carried on, and where any number of miner's 
are at work. At the end of my report I annex a return showing the quantity of gold won from the various 
reefs at Parkes during the past year, and also a return of the alluvial gold. The number of men working 
on the old alluvial leads is, as nearly as I can ascertain, seventy; on the reefs, 110.

At Forbes and iu its neighbourhood a few claims are at work, but I am afraid the returns so far 
are not very satisfactory. At the Bald Hills a great deal of money has been expended in labour and 
expensive machinery on the land known as tho “British Standard” mine, but the Company had to be 
wound up, and the leases arc now in the hands of some Sydney capitalists, who seem sanguine that they 
will fare better than their predecessors, prom what I can gather from miners who have worked on this 
lead, it is patchy, sometimes payable, and even rich, at other times very poor ; in fact it is just the sort of 
mine to encourage the owners of it to persevere in the hope of better wash being discovered. A good 
many permits have been applied for for areas on the reef known as Strickland’s which ia situated about 8 
miles from Forbes, on the road to Parkes; but I do not think any work is being carried on at the present 
time, on account of want of a crushing plant. These reefs are large, but poor; and it would not pay to 
carry the stone some 12 or 13 miles for a possible yield of 7 or 8 pennyweights per ton.

At Grenfell a few claims are working, and it seems strange that more prospecting is not being 
carried on on reefs that have yielded payable stone to a considerable depth, and that would appear to bo 
permanent to experienced miners. My attention has been drawn to an article published some time ago in 
tho Grenfell local paper, at tlie request of the Progress Committee at Grenfell, and written by an exper
ienced miner, who gives a clear and concise account of some of the reefs in this district. Ho states that 
they extend over a distance of nearly 3 miles, and mentions the Tonng 0‘Brien, the Prussian, the 
Victory, the Homeward Bound, ’Wilson's, the Lucknow, tho Brittania, the Enterprise, the Victory, the 
O'Brien’s, Eesult, the Welcome, the Band of Hope, Lawson’s, and the Golden Point, as having been 
developed to a certain extent. Besides these may be added several parallel reefs of minor importance, 
which go to enhance tho value of the respective claims in which they are included.

The most valuable of the reefs mined are O’Brien’s, Homeward Bound, the Lucknow, the Britannia, 
and the Enterprise. From these mines gold to the value of £100,000, £80,000, £50,000, and £30,000 
respectively has been won, it might be said, by small parties of miners. These returns are a sufficient 
guarantee that capital should he expended in further prospecting, and it seems strange that these reefs 
do not attract more attention. O’Brien’s reef, now known as the Consols, is mentioned as the most 
important in the district, and the writer thinks it will be a great source of wealth when opened up at the 
deeper level. During the working of this mine hy the Company a “fault,” or in digging phraseology, a 
“break,” occurred at or about tbe 400-feet level. The reef at this point gave out and no further trace of 
stone was discovered, notwithstanding that the main or engiue shaft was sunk at a great cost to a further 
depth of 300 or more feet. This disheartened the shareholders, and the mine was sold, and has since 
been worked by several parties of tributors at the shallow levels, with varied success. The writer goes 
on to remark that at Greirfcll, as in other places, one discovery of payable gold below where the level mining 
has stopped at, would give it a great impetus, aud capital would be as easy to obtain as it is now difficult.

In alluvial there is very little doing in this division. Under date of the 21st December last, the 
Mining Eegistrar reports that seven claims, two men in each, have been taken up on tho main lead, the 
prospects being 3 dwt. from five loads. There are between fifty aud sixty miuers in and about Grenfell, 
and during the year 158 miners’ rights were issued.

Cargo.

The Mining Eegistrar for this division reports that there is only one mine at work at Cargo, viz., 
the Ironclad, whoso crushing of 90 tons gave 154 oz. of gold. In the neighbourhood of Canowindra 
different parlies are at work on the reefs known as the Queen of the Eanges and the Blue Jacket, and 
on a reef in Stockyard Gully, which varies in width from 18 inches to 2 feet, hut there is a great deal of 
mineral in the stone which requires special treatment. At Bony’s Bocks, Mellon and party are working a 
claim on tho London Beef with payable results, a crushing of 13 tons yielding 32 oz. 11 dwt. of gold, and 
this is expected to continue. During the past year a crushing battery has been erected at Canowindra, 
which should encourage the miners to give the reefs in this neighbourhood a thorough trial. In this division 
the Mining Eegistrar reports that the yield of gold for the past year has been 363 oz., 303 oz. of gold 
having been obtained from 343 tons of stone crushed, the balance being alluvial. In 1884 the total yield 
was only 45 oz. During the year 1885, eleven gold-mining leases were applied for, of which three have 
been refused; 101 miners’ rights were issued, 3 business licenses, and 1 mineral license.

In conclusion, I may be permitted to state that although at the present time mining is iu a very 
depressed state in this district, still I have no doubt that new discoveries will he made in gold, silver, 
copper, and other minerals from time to time of more or less importance. At least that has been the case 
during tho few years this district has been under my charge. There are several localities, at Eugowra, 
near Parkes, and at Melrose, for instance, where there are indications of copper lodes which have only 
been prospected to a slight extent, but which would have capital expended on the land at once if the value 
of the mineral was not so low. I have omitted to mention that at Forbes, on the south lead, a party of 
miners are at work on what is known as the Madman’s reef. They appear to have great confidence in 
their mine, which is shared by others, as several leases have been taken up on either end of what may 
bc.ealled the prospector’s lease. The difficulty to be got over is the want of a crushing plant, the nearest 
being at Parkes, 20 miles distant; however, if the prospects are good enough, no doubt capital will be 
forthcoming. Several leases for silver and tin have been taken up at Bfanildra, about 14 miles from 
Molong; and I am informed that shares in these leases have been sold for a very large amount, I have

also
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also omitted to state that prospecting for alluvial and quart?', gold has been carried on during the past 
year with Government aid at Scrubby Plain, near Parkes, aud on Miller’s reef, on Bartley’s Creek, but 
up to the present time nothing payable bas been discovered.

IPktup.n' of Gold won during the year ending December 31st, 1SS5, from quartz reefs in the Parkes Division
of the Lachlan Mining District.

Kamo of Roof. Owner, Quantity. Average yicM per ton.

tons oz. dwt. S'1-
Buchanan ....................................... . ITazclhurst ...................................... 300 4 0 0

750 4 0 0
M'Milian it Co.................................. 220 3 0 0

70 0 15 0
Bonnie Dundee.......................... ....... 118 1 0 0

Nolan ............. ............ ................... 110 O 8 0
40 3 10 0

100 0 10 0
Scrubby Plain .................................. Miller * Co....................................... 200 0 10 0

100 0 12 0
Buchanan ........................................ . Stcivart.............. ............................... 30 2 0 0

30 1 0 0
Caledon ion.......................................... Nash.................................................. 90 0 10 0
Carragong .......................................... Popper.............................................. 30 0 10 0
Six-mile .................. ■........................... 20 2 0 0
Sundries................ ............................. 355 0 3 0

2,653

Number of tons crushed................................. 2,G53
Yield of gold......................................................  5,51.8 ounces.

LiciiLiy Disteict—Young Division,

(Mr. Warden Robinson, P.M., Young.)

I Have tbe honor to make my report for tbe year ending 31st December, 1885.
Tbe town and district of Young since first settlement have never before been so prosperous; nor 

have gold-mining interests ever been at a lower ebb. Notwithstanding this, our future prospects have not 
been for years past so hopeful as at present.

During tbe year we issued from tliis office 399 miners’ rights, including seventy taken out 
at Murrumburrah, thirty-four business licenses, of which four arc credited to Murrumburrah, one 
mineral license, two mineral leases of 40 acres each, and sixteen gold-mining leases comprising an 
area of 199 acres. j\s compared with tbe preceding year, the records of the office show decreases 
in the issue of miners1 rights to the estent of 120, business licenses thirteen, mineral licenses 
twelve, aud an increase of six gold-mining leases. In this item the acreage is greater by 105 acres 1 
rood than the acreage leased in 1884. The gold won in 1884 amounted to 1,367 oz. 9 dwt. 21 gr,, of the 
value (say) £5,323 14s. 7d. Per 1885, taken from the most reliable sources, the gold won may be put 
down at 505 oz. 14 dwt. 23 gr., valued at £1,953 12s. 10d., showing a decrease of SCI oz. 14 dwt, 22 gr., 
of the value of £3,370 Is. 9d. For two or three years past those interested in mining have entertained very 
sanguine hopes anent the new ground at ’Possum Fiat. The old Bumngong Company, who tested their 
leaseholds last year, have arranged with a Melbourne syndicate, represented by Messrs. Evans and 
Bceston, to carry forward tbe works on a very extensive scale. The New Burrangong Gold-mining 
Co. (now so named) begins with a capital of £1.7,000, iu 35,000 shares of 10s. each. A large and complete 
plant is already on the ground, tho erection of which is under the superintendence of Mr. "W. It. Thomas, 
a gentleman of large and varied experience in every detail of mining operations. Between the old and 
new Companies £7,500 have, up to date, been spent on the mine. The area belonging to the Company is 42 
acres. At present there are fourteen men employed in sinking a third shaft and erecting machinery. It is 
anticipated that tbe whole plant will be in working order by tho end of the month. These works when 
finished will be about tbe most complete of their kind in the Colony. In my last annual report I gave a 
full description of the ground and works then erected, depth of sinking, &c. It is new ground, and the 
wash-dirt is reached at a depth of 80 feet, with a heavy underground flow of water. The yield of gold 
obtained by tbe old Company was splendid; and, in the opinion of disinterested experts, the prospects of 
the new Company arc equal to tbe best claims that have been worked on the old Lambing Flat diggings. 
A still greater stride bas been made in the direction of fresh enterprise in tbe Young District by the new 
Cunningar Quartz-mining Company.

The property is known as tho Old Marshal McMahon Beef, distant some .13 miles from Mur- 
rnmburrah. The lode is laid bare, very prominent and well defined. The average width of the lode is 
about 4 feet. Fully 20,000 tons of quartz is visible and ready for stoping ; besides, there are 1,200 tons 
to surface, estimated to yield 2 oz. of gold and from 2 oz. to 10 oz. of silver to the ton. The shaft is 212 
feet deep. The machinery consists of complete winding gear and pumping plant. The furnace or smelter 
is known as the “ Campbell Probert Smelter,” which is the only plant of the kind that bas as yet been 
erected in New South "Warns. The machinery puts through 20 tons of quartz daily, and saves 90 per 
cent, of the gold aud silver. The Company holds 29 acres, upon which, during the year, it expended 
£12,000.

At present over 100 men are employed, and the number will be largely increased almost imme
diately, as an extensive addition to tbe machinery is now in course of erection.

' At



At Blind Creek, Murmraburr&h, there are still about 100 diggers at work making fair wages. 
Wombat and Little Wombat.—Tbe few that are engaged on these places get excellent returns when water 
is available. The Sherlock quartz-claims arc not worked, and for the present have fallen out of notice.

Lachla.3 DrsTitiCT—Tkmoha a'S'h Batlmedmajt Divisions.

(Mr. Wardsn Uniter, P.M-, Temora'j
I do myself the honor to submit my annual report for 1SS5 concerning tbe several mining divisions 
under my charge. The Mining Registrars have furnished reports for their several divisions respectively, 
and as these reports are from efficient officers I need not repeat the information furnished by them. My 
report, therefore, will be much shorter than it would otherwise have been.

Temora.

Population.—A very palpable decrease in the number of the population of this division has been 
going on for several years past, and I regret to say continued during the year 1885. By way of showing 
this I give the— ‘ ’ ‘

Number of Miners’ Eights issued at Temora
In year 1883 ............   98b .

„ 1884    752
„ 1S85   516

I also give the number of—
Miners’ Eights issued

In January, 1883 ................. 669
In January, 1884 ..................  529
In January. 1885 ................... 335

^ In January, 1886 ................  253

_ It will be seen that in 1884 there was a decrease of 237 and in the year 1885 a decrease of 236, as 
against the years 1883 and 1884 respectively, making a falling off of 473 in 1885, as against 1883, It 
will also be seen that of the millers’ rights issued in the years named more than two-thirds of those docu
ments were issued during the month of January of those years respectively. I have given the number 
thus issued in January because they are very useful in estimating the number of miners on the field at the 
close of one and at the commencement of the next year. By this rule I roughly estimate tho number of 
miners in and about Temora, including Sebastopol, to be from 350 to 400, includingsay about a dozen China
men. In 1884 there were issued 167 and in 1885 111 business licenses, showing a decrease for tbe year of 
fifty-six. It should not. however, be-understood that these reductions in numbers of miners’ rights and 
business licenses correctly indicate the actual decrease either of miners or of business people. Many persons 
hold miners’ rights in order to legally hold the land on which they reside. Some also hold business licenses 
simply to legally hold a business and residence area, aud in proportion as these holdings are converted into 
freeholds there will be a decrease in the number of such documents issued, they not being necessary to 
hold freehold land. In some of these eases the holders, although residing and doing business at Temora, 
do not consider a miner’s right or business license necessary. But these eases are not very numerous, and 
the falling off as shown above, clearly indicates a great decrease in the population of Temora.

Stilt the town and neighbourhood, both in appearance and in fact, show palpable signs of improve
ment aud permanency. The “ rush ” of population to this district conseq uent upon the discovery of gold 
in large and paying quantities, and the feverish excitement it produced, in L8S0, caused hotels, stores, and 
other business places to be erected sufficient to meet roughly the requirements of a population then 
estimated, hy Mr. Warden Sharpe, at some 12,000 persons. In a few months the population fell to some 
5,000, and the decrease has been going on ever since. Many of the buildings have been removed, especially 
at Upper and Lower Temora, and some of those that remain are not now occupied, consequently it could 
hardly be expected that new business places would be erected for some time to come. And yet, in face 
of these things, the town and district show very marked signs of improvement. The old “Bark Humpys,” 
which were remarkable both for their number aud their ugliness, are almost things of the past. A few 
remain, but the greater part have disappeared, and in their places are neat weatherboard cottages, stand
ing in the midst of fairly well-cultivated garden-plots. In one case bark has given way to stone and brick 
cottages. Several business places are of stone and brick. Then just outside the town boundary there are 
quite a number of 2-acre blocks which have been taken np on which arc erected cheery and comfortable 
homesteads. Newly-planted vineyards and orchards are now seen on all sides, and, despite the dry weather, 
the plants are thriving. The soil is of an excellent quality, and, if J am not mistaken, in some few years 
these plantations, surrounded as they are and will be by ornamental trees and other floral decorations, will 
he a marked and very agreeable feature in the landscape of the district. And then, too, just outside 
what is known as the “ population boundary" the land is occupied'largely by bona fide selectors, who are 
fast converting the wild hush into comfortable-looking farms, 1lie produce from which they find a fair 
market for in Temora ; while these farmers, on the other hand, are good and substantial customers to 
the Temora storekeepers.

As far as I can judge, the present inhabitants of Temora are for the greater part of them beginning 
to regard it as their home, and are surrounding themselves with such home comforts as are fairly within 
their reach. A. flour mill has been erected. The buildings are of bricSi, and are substantial; aud I under
stand the mill is now being worked with fair success. A brickyard has been opened about half a mile 
outside the town boundary, by Messrs. Dutz and Hickey, who are manufacturing really excellent bricks. 
Other industries, too, are just being started, and what is notable about them is that they appear to be the 
outgrowth of a settled state of things rather than the result of blind aud feverish excitement.

Just
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Just before the close of the year a pastoral, agricultural, aud horticultural association was very 
successfully established. The members include the leading pastoraliste, farmers, and business men of the 
district, and the society has been promised very liberal support, not only by local men, but also by large 
Sydney firms interested in these induslries.

For many years gold-mining will be a large factor in the prosperity of this district, but other in
dustries will grow, and, if properly dealt with, will be prosperous, and quite sufficient to support Temora 
as a central inlaud town, even if gold-mining were to entirely cease, which is not at all likely for many 
years to come.

Yield of Gold.—The G-old Ttecciver. at Temora has furnished mo with the following return showing 
that for the year 188o he received gold, for transmission, amounting to 7,865 ok. 15 dwt. 12 gr.

63

Rbxubs showing the quantities of Gold received by the Gold Receiver at Temora for transmission by Gold
Escort during the year 1885 -.—

Dates.
1885.

27 January .....
24 1'ebruaiy ....
24 March ........
21 April............
19 May ............
16 June............
14 July ............
11 August . ...
8 September .
6 October........
3 November .
1 December....

29 December ,

Total per year

Quantities.

oz. dwt. P1-
. 524 8 12
. 592 3 10
. 616 11 23
. 375 13 11
, 661 2 1
. 798 7 0
. 548 11 0
, 647 0 18
. 1,051 16 -15
. 601 3 3
. 544 1 12
. 611 S 8
. 393 7 20

. 7,865 15 9

By tho kindness and courtesy of the officers of the Bank of New South "Wales and the A.J.S. 
Bank at Temora, I have been furnished with information which enables me to give the following table

Statement showing the quantity of Gold passed through the Bank of N.S.W. and tlie A.J.S. Bank at
Temora during the year 1885.

Place from whence it came.
f ' "

From Alluvium. From Quartz. ! Total.
i J

Temora.................. ...........................
oz. dwt. gr. 

4,353 2 1
ok. dwt. gr. oz. dwt. gr.

1,161 19 0 , 5,515 1 7
1.71R n 19 i 1 71R 11 19Barmedinnu......................................

539 13 21
70 15 4

639 13 21
70 15 4Cowawbee, &c..................................

4,353 2 7 | 3,490 19 2 7,844 2 3

Maximum price of gold, £3 J8s. per oz.; minimum price, £3 16s. fid. per ok.; average price, 
£3 17s. 6d. These prices are for the gold purchased right out, without reference to the Mint returns. 
In cases where the banks made advances pending assay at the Mint the price mentuaHy paid was the 
actual value of the gold at tho standard price less the bank charges. Tliis value would of course vary, 
according to the fineness of the gold. 1 understand, however, that taking the quantity as given above, at 
7,841 ox., at an average price, £3 17s. Cd. per ok., the result, £30,395 10s., would "be a fairly correct 
estimate of tbe value of gold sent from Temora during the year 1885 '

These returns include the gold produced at Temora, Bannedman, Sebastopol, and Cowawbee. Of 
the total quantity shown, 5,515 ok. 1 dwt,. 7 gr. was Temora gold, of which 4,353 oz. 2 dwt. 7 gr. was 
from alluvium and 1,161 oz. 19 dwt. from quartz.

There is a discrepancy between the hank returns and that of the Gold Receiver. The former makes 
the gold for the year 7,844 oz. 2 dwt.3 gr., while the latter makes it 7,865 oz. 15 dwt. 9 gr,, that is to say, 
the Gold Receiver makes the gold for the year 21 ok. 13 dwt. 6 gr. more than the banks make it. I do not 
know how the difference comes, hut give tho figures as given to me. Possibly the difference is the 
amount of dirt there was in the gold when handed to the Gold Receiver, which dirt would be removed in. 
refining, and of course not included in the quantity given hy the banks.

For the purpose of comparison ] continue the table of gold sent from Temora by escort:—

Years. Weight of Gold.
oz. dwt. gr.

1881 ............................................................. 29,652 14 4
18S2 ...............   33,348 0 7
1383 ............................................................. 17,347 8 G
1834 ............................................................. 14,381 16 1
1885 ............................................................. 7,SG5 15 9 '

The
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The average price of gold in 1885 was higher than in 1884 hy Is, Cd, per oz.
Nuggets.—I have not been able to obtain a complete list of the nuggets gotten on this field during 

the year. The following, however, are among the number—13 oz., 4 oz., 11 oz., 19 oz., 5 oz., 9 oz., and 
50 oz.

One party obtained a patch of about a dozen nuggets varying in size from about 2 oz. up to about 
20 oz. each. I cannot give the exact number, nor their exact weight. 1 saw them, and am now giving a 
rough estimate from memory; the whole would certainly be quite 250 oz. Tbe largest quantity of gold 
found in one patch was, however, gotten at Upper Temora, part of which I had tho honor to purchase 
for tho Department, for tho Indian and Colonial Exhibition, consisting of three specimens, containing 
308‘35 oz. by specific gravity test, which, at £4 per oz., amounted to £1,233 8s. I have seen several larger 
specimens, but having regard to size and beauty combined, I never saw anything to equal one of those 
specimens.

Tho nuggetty country at Temora is not confined to any particular part of tho lead or leads. 
Some of the nuggets before mentioned were found at Upper Temora, others at Lower Temora, and others 
at various intervening places, altogether stretching over some 3 miles of country.

Prospecting.—Out of the Prospecting Vote for 1885 Temora was apportioned £500, of which 
£444 10s. was expended in prospecting this district under the supervision of Mr. Thomas Byre, as 
Inspector of Prospectors at Temora; and I may say that his salary is not included in tho £444 10s. 
mentioned above; that sum was paid to the worlcing miners actually engaged in prospecting. They 
received £1 per week each, on the understanding that if they found gold it would be their own, and if 
they found payable ground they would be entitled to a good-sized claim. Some forty men, in parties 
some of four and others of six men, were engaged, who sank about seventy shafts, varying in depth from 
7 feet to 152 feet, making an aggregate of about 4,000 feet sunk, without obtaining anything like payable 
ground. In most of tbe shafts slight traces of gold were found, and in some instances the prospects
raised hopes that the party obtaining them -were on the verge of something payable. These hopes,
however, were not realized, and the parties one by one ceased to work, until tbe whole work was abandoned 
without discovering gold in sufficient quantities to pay. I may say the prospecting sites were in the first 
instance selected by the prospectors and their friends; these sites were then inspected by the Prospecting 
Board, viz., Mr. Under Secretary Wood, Mr. Greological Surveyor Wilkinson, and Mr. Inspector of 
Mines Slee, in company of the Warden of the district, and in every instance the selected sites were 
approved of hy the gentlemen named. They were all near Temora, varying in distance from 1 mile to 
say 8 miles, and were generally to the east, south, and north of Temora. There was a little done
westerly, but not much. It is generally thought that although none of the prospecting parties were
successful in discovering payable ground, they all did fair, honest work. As a matter of course these 
failures are discouraging, but they ought not to be accepted as final. This district is a very “ patchy 
one. It is not an uncommon oceurrence for parties to find large “ patches” of gold, and then work on 
for months without getting enough to pay for the candles consumed by them, and then come on another 
patch. Take the case of Buckley’s famous Nuggetty claim, at Lower Temora. Buckley has been 
exceedingly fortunate, and yet tho ad joining claim bas been -worked eleven months, and the gold obtained 
lias paid the party £15 per man for the eleven months—not quite seven shillings a week per man. In tho 
case, too, of the Mother Sliipton claim, it wms abandoned as being too poor to pay, lay idle for some 
months; another party went into it, and in a few weeks obtained a patch of gold realizing, as I am 
informed, over £2,000. Other instances of a like character could be given, all of ivhich tend to show that 
although the prospectors lately employed failed in getting payable quantities of gold, still it is quite 
possible that such paying quantities exist even in the neighbourhood prospected by them.

The figures as to the yield of gold for 1885 show that while Temora proper yielded for the year 
5,515 oz. 1 dwt. 7 gr., of that quantity 4,353 oz. 2 dwt. 7 gr. (nearly four-fifths of the whole) was obtained 
from the alluvial workings; but for all that I am pleased to note that the yields from quartz were 
considered fairly satisfactory for the amount of work done. Tlie owners of quartz mines here are now 
showing hopeful confidence in their holdings. Tliis confidence, too, has a solid basis of fact to rest upon. 
During tbe year tbe S. A. Company's battery (the only one in the district) crushed 1,55G tons of quartz, 
which yielded 1,171 oz. of retorted gold, over 15 dwt. to the ton. Now, considering the lodes are fairly 
largo, and in easy country, such a yield ought to yield large profit. But there is iar too much cost in 
working them. Take the South Australian Company—the most economically worked mine, in tho 
district—its crashing plant is more than a mile from the mine, and the expense of handling and 
removing the stone from the 11 face” in the mine to the battery would, if saved, be a fair margin of profit. 
It is placed iu a bucket below, raised to tbe top, tilted into the “ paddock,” then shovelled into a dray and 
conveyed thereon to the crushing machine, tilted on the stage, and then shovelled into the stamper-box. 
Now, I have seen mines, and many such, too, where nearly the whole of those expenses are saved. The 
stone is put into a truck in the mine, is raised to the surface, when the truck reaches the surface it is 
landed on rails, upon which it runs—say about 100 yards—to the hopper at the battery, into which the stone 
is tipped, and then finds its way into the stamper-box without further handling until after the stone is 
crushed. Of course, a mining Company has a right to manage its own business in its own way, and I 
hope my remarks will not be regarded as unkind criticism—they are certainly not so intended. The 
present manager and liis predecessor both have had to deal with things as they found them, and -work 
upon the liues laid down by those who preceded them. Nevertheless, the hard facts remain, that under 
present arrangements considerable expenses are incurred, which, under a better system, could be saved; 
and these remarks apply, but with greater force, to all the other quartz-mines in the district of Temora, 
because, in addition to the waste just pointed out, tbe mines (other than tho S.A; mine) have to pay a 
high price for crushing their stone. It would be injudicious to rush up expensive machinery before a 
mine had been sufficiently proved to justify it, and no doubt prudence in this respect has had much to do 
in retarding the erection of such machinery, &c., at Temora, ns are required for the economical working 
of her quartz-lodes. Tbe development of “ reefing districts ” is, as a rule, slow work. Temora has not 
yet proved herself to be a “reefing district,” but it is pleasing to note she is improving in this respect.

During the year tbe Warden’s Clerk received eleven applications for gold-mining leases, covering an
aggregate area of 581 acres. .

Parmcdman.
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Barmedman.—In dealing witli Temora I have in part dealt 'ivith this district. Prom.a mining 
point of view, Banned man is wholly a reefing district. No alluvial containing sufficient gold to pay for 

■ working has been found in the district. I am indebted to Mr. "William Forbes for information contained 
in the following table:—

66

Statement showing the quantity of Quartz crushed, the yield of G-old therefrom, Ac., from the several 
mines at Barmedman, during the year 1885 :—

Name of Company or Mine.
Depth ot work* 
inga fro in sur* 

face in feet
Quantity of 

quartz 
crashed. 1

Total yield of 
gold.

Average yield 
of gold. Hcmarkg.

B.tT.et.M. Co.'.................................................................. 10 to 80"
Tons. cwt. 
1,556 0

63 0

oz. dwt. gr. 
634 0 0

oz. dwt. gr.
0 8 3

34 0 0 0 10 19
” 65 0 60 17 0 0 18 17

474 0 3G3 0 0 0 15 7
65 0 170 2 0 2 12 8

o 43 0 10 11 0 0 4 21
JnekEon’s...................................... .................................... JJ CT0)

"3
146 0

20 0
115 11 0

13 4 0
0 15 23
0 13 4[* 6 0 2 6 0 0 7 16

Phoenix P.C...................................................................... 90 96 0 203 17 0 2 2 11
o 104 0 95 14 0 0 18 9

Ada,.................. ............................................................... 80 to sur. <z 36 0 13 15 0 0 7 15
18 0 11 14 0 0 13 0"4 10 0 2 3 0 0 4 7
19 10 51 13 0 2 12 23

B.U.GKM. Co..................................................................... 6 0 9 0 0 1 10 0 Spare ground.
No. 1 S. Barrett's.......................................................... 14, 0 6 7 0 0 9 1

2,741 10 1,79714 0

Thus, 2,741 tons gave 1,797 oz. of gold, being an aggregate average from all tbe mines in tbe 
division for tbe year of 13T1 dwt. of gold per ton of quartz.

The above returns include 51 oz. 13 dwt. of gold from 19 tons 10 cwt. of quartz, brought from 
Cowawbee, about 45 miles from Temora, lying near Coolaman, between Junee Junction and Narrandcra. 
I am not sure in wbat mining district Coolaman is, nor have I any personal knowledge of it, hut X am in
formed it is nearer to Barmedman than to any other mining centre, and that it is likely country for quartz- 
reefing, a theory which the above yield (being within a fraction of 2 oz. 13 dwt. per ton) would appear 
to support.

The Barmedman field felt the dry season very severely. The only crushing machine in the division 
was idle several months of tlie year for want of fresh water for steaming purposes. This, as a matter of 
course, very seriously interfered with tho development of the field.

During the year three applications for gold-mining leases were received by the Warden’s Clerk, com
prising an area of 11 acres of land. The Mining Eegistrar issued, during the year, 121 miners’ rights, 36 
business licenses, and 4 mineral licenses, and be estimates tbe number of miners on tbe field at 82.

On tbe whole the prospects of Barmedman are encouraging, and great hopes are entertained that 
the present year will tell a better tale than the last, especially as to the Phoenix and Hard to Find Eeefs. 
Barmedman, as well as Temora, begins to assume the appearance of permanent settlement, andmuch that I 
have said about garden, homestead, and farm cultivation about Temora applies to Barmedman.

Clarendon Division.

This division embraces—Muftama, Junee, Wantiool, and Sebastopol. Sebastopol is partly dealt 
with in my remarks about Temora, and is further dealt with by the Mining Eegistrar. Very little work 
was done in that locality during the year, partly for tbe want of water, partly owing to litigation, and partly 
because some of the shareholders went into mining to a much greater extent than their finances justified. 
These resulted in a partial collapse of tbe district. It is, however, beginning to look up again, but there is 
great room for improvement. Muttama I have not been able to visit during tbe year. Quartz-mining, 
I understand, has been suspended for the lime being. A little alluvial mining is going on, but to what extent 
I cannot say.

Wantiool is an old mining district, is situated about 8 miles from Junee Junction. Gold is being 
obtained both from alluvium and f romquartz. I had occasion to visit it twice during the year. The alluvial 
mining is on a very small scale, is conducted in a very primitive fashion, and is very much on freehold land. 
The quartz-mining presents a more hopeful outlook. Mr. Geo. Dobbyns, of Junee, has erected a small 
battery, constructed new dams, and greatly improved the old one. The lode is from 2 feet to 3 feet G 
inches thick, is in good working country, and Mr. Dobbyns informed me that a trial crushing bad yielded 
21 dwt. of gold to tlie ton of quartz. Supposing the quartz crushed to be a fair sample of the whole, tho 
mine should pay large profits.

Two eases havo been brought under my notice in which valuable mines have been locked up by injunc
tions for indefinite periods. In one case an injunclion has been hanging over a valuable claim and locking 
it up for more than three years, pending the settlement of an equity suit. In the other ease, that of the 
Homeward Bound mine, at Sebastopol, an injunction was issued on the 6th November last, closing up this 
mine, also pending tbe settlement of an equity suit. This has thrown a large number of miners and 
others out of profitable employment, and been otherwise injurious to the district: and there is no knowing 
when these almost interminable suits will be so far settled as to allow these valuable mines to be worked. 
In referring to this matter, I do so with all becoming respect and reverence for the Courts and their dis
tinguished Honors the Judges presiding over them : but I think if it were pointed out wbat serious incon
veniences arise from the locking of these mines and that therigbtsof the snitors could be equally well pro
tected by allowing them to be worked under a manager and receiver appointed by and responsible to the 
Court, I say if these things were pointed out to His Honor the Primary J udge of the Equity Court he 
would, I think, probably allow the mines to be worked, and would protect the suitors in the manner I have 
indicated,

442—1 Lachlan
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Lachlax DisTiticx—Pahkes Divisioy.

(JV. 0. Weston, Mining Eegistrar.)

1 have the honor to submit my yearly report for the Parkes Division of the Lachlan G-okl-iield 
extended, and, as I anticipated in my last report, have to state that this has been the most prosperous 
for the past ten years. In fact quartz-mining has gone ahead rapidly, and alluvial-mining is almost a thing 
of the past. ,

When I state that the banks have, during 1S85, bought 6,015 oz. 16 dwt. 14 gr. of gold, valued at 
£■115s. per oz., amounting in the aggregate to £22,661 17s. 2d. as against 2,929 oz. 8 dwt. 18 gr., at the same 
price per oz., amounting to £10.980 7s. 9d.. it will be at once apparent that we have made a rapid stride in 
our prosperity and may fairly claim to be one of the most prosperous gold-fields in the Colony of New 
South Wales.

Every thing at this present time as regards quartz-mining is in a prosperous way, the only drawback 
being the want of water in the Company’s dam. This, however, is owing to the drought. If we had received 
the usual quantity of rain the stampers would not now be idle, as they have been for tho last two months. 
There is any amount of quartz at grass to crush, and when rain does come the stampers will be heard again. 
In the meanwhile the Company are excavating the tank larger by taking out some 2,000 yards of dirt. 
This, when once filled, will, it is hoped, last all the year with the showers we may expect.

Hazelhurst's claim is just as good as over; so also is Quayle and party’s. All along the line the 
ground has been taken up, and is being worked. The Bushman’s Hill is also being well worked, and Murray 
aud party arc getting excellent stone : their last crushing was 2f- oz. to the load.

At the Eight-mile Cunningham's claim looked well; thoir last crushing went over 2 oz. George 
White, next to Cunningham’s, has a large paddock of good stone, and there are scores of other parties 
working and prospecting, all of whom get a little gold.

During the year 1885 468 miners’ rights have been issued against 323, in 1884, a large increase, 
probably owing in a slight measure to the rush in the early part of the year to the Bachelors' Paddock.

Thirteen business licenses were issued, and two mineral licenses. 'Three applications for gold-mining 
leases were received, also four applications for mineral licenses, and 123 claims registered.

As regards the Government prospectus, I have no information. If they had struck anything of 
course it would soon be known, and would be at once reported to you.

I am glad, however, to he able to send such a favourable report.
Enclosed please find tables of returns, &c.

li-EruHS of Gold purchased by the banks at Parkes during the year ended 31st December, 1885,
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Name of Bank. Quarteig. Quantities. Totals.

oz. dwt. gr.

859 13 13

oz. dwt. gr.

301 ll Juno.............
30th September .....
31st December .......

735 16 8 
98 15 15 

884 2 12 2,578 8 0
1,965 15 7 

173 16 730th June .............
30th September .....
31st December .......

1,209 6 19 
118 10 5 3/467 8 14

Total......................... ...................... 6,045 16 14

Yalued at £3 15s. per ounce. £22,661 17s. 2d.

Ketuhn of Quartz crushed and quantity of Gold obtained therefrom in the Parkes Division of the
Western Gold-field during 1385.

Name of Com]’<my.
No.
of

Men.
Where obtained. Tons

crushed. Average Yield. Total Yield.
Depth

of
Sinking*.

Thickness
of

Beef,

oz. dwt gr- oz. dwt. gr. ft. ft. in.

Manson and Company ..... ................ 4 Currajong ....... 43 0 6 0 14 8 0 140 i G
Pepper and Compuiv......................... 2 7! 34 0 9 12 16 3 0 72 i 3
Griffiths and Company...................... 3 Dayspring........ 105 0 11 0 57 15 0 90 i 6
Hurray and Company ...................... 5 Bushman's ...... ■ GO 3 10 0 93 O 0 40 1 0
Cunningham and Company.............. 3 Kight-nuJe ... 30 2 0 0 60 0 0 40 i 0

5 Buchanan's ...... 890 4 0 0 1.460 0 0 120 2 0
Quayle and Company........................ 6 691 4 0 0 2,764 0 b 170 2 0
Medlvn and Company ..................... 3 Bonnie JJundeo . 270 0 V 0 94 10 0 60 1 0
McMillan and Company.................. Scrubby .Plains .. 220 3 0 0 660 0 0 100 1 3
Jansen and Company ......................... 2 Buchanan’s ... . 70 0 15 0 52 10 0 100 2 0
Drummond and Company.................. 3 Bonnie Dundee ns 1 0 0 118 0 0 80 1 0
"Nolan and Company..................... 2 j r no O 8 0 44 0 0 70 2 0

2 ]00 0 10 0 50 0 0 70 2 0
Miller and Company............. ........... 4 Scrubby Plains 200 0 10 0 100 0 0 100 2 0
Stewart, and ComjMmr...................... 2 Buchanan’s ...... 30 2 0 0 60 0 0 100 0 4.
Ritchie and Company .................. 2 30 1 0 0 30 0 0 100 1 0

0 90 0 10 0 45 0 0 60 1 0
Sundry crushings .............................. 355 0 3 0 53 5 0

Total.......................................... 48 2,947 1 19 6 5,777 11 0
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Eetues of men engaged prospecting on the Parkes Division of the Western Gnld-field on the
31st day of December, 1885. '

Namefl of Parties. !
No
of

Men.
Where working

"W. Woods and Company.............. 2 Sinking lor Pajsprmg Beef
Bock and Company........................... 2 do. do.
Sawyer and Company....................... 2 do. do.
Halo and Company........................... G Baising quartz near Parkes.
Mobsby and Company..................... 3 Driving for reef below Bushman’s
Barnett and Company....................... 2 Sinking for above-named reef.
K. Connelly and Company.............. 2 Sinking eust of Murray’s claim, Bushman’s*
Kidney and Company.......................
Thos. Lee and Company...................

2 Sinking west of Murray's claim, Bushman’s.
2 Driving in M!Oee’s Paddock, near Parkes.

Bloomfield and Company................... 2 Sinking in M’Geo's Paddock
Monahan and Company................. 2 Sinking and driving at the Caledonia Beef.
Cardwell and Company................... 2 Prospecting for reef at head of Reed's Gully.
Harvey and Company....................... 2 Prospecting for reef at Opossum,
King and Company ........................ 2 Sinking onti driving near Parkes.
Cooper and Company......................
Davis and Company......... .................

3 do. do. do.
3 Prospecting, head of McGuiggnn's.

Shaw and Compnnv........................... 6 Prospecting north of Dfivis and Company's claim.
Miller and Company...................... 2 Prospecting for reef at Tichbournc.
S. Crago and Company...................... 3 Sinking in Opossum Gully for reef
Anderson and Company................... 4 do. do. do.
Sowell and Company..................... 3 do. do. do.
Tolhursl and Company..................

Total.......................................

4

61

Driving for reef, S miles north of Parkes.

Retuen of men employed on the alluvial leads in the Parkes Divison of the Western G-old-fields, 
some prospecting, others washing the dirt by hand.

Namo of Lead. No,
of

Mini.
Remarks.

Great Northern.................................. 2 The sinking in these lends is from 18 to 100 feet.
South Bushmen’s.............................. 4 The men keep no record of the quantity of gold obtained.
Tarcnway............................................ 10

Prenchman's....................................... 5 Prospecling junction of Reid’s Gully and No Mistake.
Fullon's Party.................................. 4
Welcome............................................ 1
Reid’s Gully...................................... 4
No Mistake ........................................ 2
Shallow Rush..................................... 4
Well-tried........................................... 2
Nibblers.............................................. 2
Wftppinfl Butoher.............................. 2
Government Prospecling Parly......
Knox and Company........................... 4
Dachranc and Company.................. C
Gunter and Company..................... 3
Francis aud Company...................... 4
Boacli nnd Company...................... 4
Wane and Company.......................... 4. Sinking near Millers Lookout.

Total......................................... 70

Lachlait Distiuct—Foebes Division.

( 'E. A. T. Pcry, Mining Registrar.')
I hate the honor to Submit my report for the Forbes Division of the fjachlan Mining District for 1885.

The amount of gold won in this division last year was 1,200 oz. 3 dut. 12 gr., showing an increase 
of about 405 oz. over the amount won in 1884.

The Eritish Standard Gold-mining Company, at Bald Hills, have been at work throughout the year, 
but I am not aware that they have met witli much success; still, as their load is reported patchy, it is not 
improbable that the proprietors may yet be recouped for their heavy outlay in machinery. &c.

Prospecting to a small extent, lias been carried on in the Parkes direction during the past year, 
with, I am afraid, little success. _

Snow and party, who havo lately applied for a lease of 25 acres on tho old Britannia reef, about 
£ of a mile from Forbes, appear confident of ultimate success. They report hawing timbered, centered, 
and cleaned up the old perpendicular shaft for 100 feet, and having put in a cross-cut 15 feet; also that 
they have cut a reef 3 feet wide, and driven 0 feet on same. They state that gold can be seen freely, and 
in consequence several other lenses have been applied for in same locality. Should this party be enabled 
to “rise” a crushing plant, I fancy that their energy would be richly rewarded. . _

Copper.—I huVe nothing to report, and owing to my recent arrival in the district am unable to 
afford other statistical information,

Miuers' lights issued daring the year............................................... 281^
Business licenses „ „   1*
Mineral „ „ „   17

Lachlan
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, Lacelan Disthict—Gresfeie Ditisto^.

(W. U. Hazel-ton, Mining llegistrarl)
I hate tbe honor to submit, for the information of the Honorable tbe Minister for Mines, my report 
for tbe year 1885, for the Grenfell Division of the Lachlan Mining District, I regret that I have no new 
discoveries to report. During the latter part of November and early part of December a parly of three 
miners sunk a shaft on the old main lead for alluvial, near the eastern boundary of the town. They obtained 
about 4 dwt. to the ton. There are now about fourteen miners at work on the lead, the majority of whom 
say they are getting a little gold. This is obtained from the abandoned ground which was left at the first 
of the rush in 1866. The miners say it will pay wages if water can be obtained convenient. At One-mile 
Gully one alluvial claim is worked by two miners. They inform me that they are preparing to wash the 
dirt by ground-sluices if they can get a sufficient supply of water during the nest winter. At Quondong 
Gully one party of miners are at work in an alluvial claim. During the latter part of the year they washed 
about 30 tons, which gave a return of 4 dwt. to tbe ton. At Seven-mile Gully one party of miners are 
at work in an alluvial claim. They have washed during the year about 30 tons which gave a return of 
9 dwt. to the ton. This party say that during tho first part of the year they were unable to wash, but 
latterly they have made provision for storing water by erecting a dam, and that they will be well provided 
for in the future, At Two-milc Gully nothing in the way of mining has been done during tlie year.

In quartz-mining the Enterprise, 2-acre lease, Pettet and party, still keeps up its reputation, and is 
looked upon at the best mining property in the division. Prom 83 tons of stone crushed during tbe year a 
return of 1 oz. 14 dwt. to the ton was obtained. At the present time there is about 40 tons ready for 
crushing, which tbe shareholders expect will give about the same return. Lawson’s reef, Hinchcliffe and 
party.—This claim deserves special mention. 11 has been worked hy the present shareholders for the last six 
years, and has given very good returns. No stone has been crushed during the year, There is at grass 
about 60 tons. This will yield about 1 oz. 10 dwt. to the ton. The shareholders arrive at this estimate from 
prospects obtained while raising the stone.

Tho Homeward bound Beef, Mathews and party.—About 47 tons crushed during the year, which gave 
a return of 14 dwt. to tho ton ; and there is at grass about 180 tons, which tbe shareholders expect will 
yield about the same.

Tbe following quartz-claims are now prospecting, viz.;—No. 1 North Enterprise, the Lucknow, 
Young O’Brien, and Prussian.

In my report for 1884 I mentioned the Consols (O’Brien’s Ueef), which had been leased hy Pitch 
and Sons. Prom this lease there is nothing to report in the way of gold-mining. 1 believe it is the inten
tion of the shareholders to dispose of half the lease hy making it into a local Company. Tho small return 
of gold for the year can only be attributed to the delay in getting stone crushed. The crushing machine 
having only worked about one month during the year, there is at the present time between 300 and 400 
tons of stone now ready for crushing. Had this been crushed it would have added considerably to tho 
return. In my report for 18811 mentioned five leases which embrace quartz, sand or tailings. One of 
them lias been refused, and no work has been done on the others. I have nothing to report about silver, 
copper, or tin—there are no mines working in this division.

Laculae District—Yousu Division.

{W. G. Hodgerson, Mining liegistrar.)
] have the honour to submit my report for 1885 upon the state and progress of mining in this district. 
This industry from a variety of adverse circumstances has been considerably retarded. The principal 
cause of this lias been no doubt a lack of enterprise in providing the necessary machinery requisite 
for carrying on mining operations on a large scale. Within the qiast few months, however, the presence and 
co-operation of Victorian capitalists has infused new life and energy in the direction of gold-mining, and 
with the appliances now on the ground great expectations aro formed as to the future prospects of this 
important industry. The immediate result of this hopeful state of affairs has been the formation of two 
Companies, viz., the New Burrangong Gold-mining Company and the Cunningar Quartz-mining Company, 
both of which are now starting with every indication of a prosperous future. In addition to the above, 
several gold-mining leases have been recently applied for, and there is every reason to believe that during 
tbe present year there will be a great revival of mining throughout tbe district.

The New Burrangong consists of 42 acres, and is situated on Burrangong Creek, about 3 miles in 
a northerly direction from the town of Young. About fourten men are at present employed in tbe erec
tion of machinery. One 15-h.p. engine and one 12-h.p. engine, and all necessary pumps, rope, &e., are 
on the ground, and it is expected that in the course of a few days everything will be in readiness for a start, 
A shaft has been sunk to a depth of 50 feot, and the wash-dirt is expected to be reached at about 80 feet. 
In a month’s time twenty-five men will ho employed. This mine is about 800 feet from any old workings 
aud is in charge of Mr, W. R. Thomas, an experienced miner. .

The Cunningar Quartz-mining Company hold 29 acres at the old Marshal M'Mahon Beef, about 
19 miles from Murrumburrah. Over 100 men are employed at this mine, and operations are being carried 
on with vigour on a large scale. The plant is being supplemented, and tho number of men will shortly be 
largely increased. The average width of the lode is about 4 feot. About 1.200 tons are now on the 
surface, estimated to yield over 2 oz. of gold to the ton.

I am indebted to the Managers of the Bank of New South Wales hero and at Murrumburrah, also 
of the Union Bank here, and Commercial Bank, Murrumburrah, for tho following figures re quantity 
and value of gold purchased during last year:—

Value,
Oz, dwt. (*r. £ s. d.

Young ........................................................................  253 6 1 9 982 11 1
Murrumburrah ......................................................... 252 8 4 971 1 9

505 14 23 1,953 12 10
Price per oz. from £3 17s. to £3 17s. Gd.

Miuert’
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Miners’ rights issued at Young.....................................
Do. Murrumburrah......................

Business licenses at Young .........................................
Do. Murrumburrah..............................

Mineral licenses, Young...................... ..........................

3?oi399

.......................... 34
............................... i

Gold-mining lease applications ....................................
Mineral lease do ......................................

Acreage,
........... 16 199
........... 2 40

Lachian Disteict, Temoea Division.

{James Davoren, Mining Registrar.')
I have tho honor to submit the following as my report of mining in the Temora Division of tbe 
Lachlan Mining District for the year 1885, which shows a falling off in the return of the yield of gold for 
this divison from 1884 of 5,111 oz., the total yield for the year being G,222 oz., as against 11,338 for the 
year 1884.

After most careful inquiry I find there were about 25,000 loads of wash-dirt puddled at the different 
puddling machines at Temora, which gave a yield of about 4,501) oz. of gold, or an average of 3 dwt. 14 
gr. to the load, the principal part of which was obtained from headings in old claims and blocks taken up 
on the verge of the old lead.

In October last Denis Buckley and party took up some ground, comprising party of bis old Nuggetty 
claim with some outside ground, from which they obtained good returns, having got one nugget weighing 
50 oz. and several smaller ones. Several other claims have been taken up adjoining Buckley’s, in most of 
which gold was obtained, but none of them have yet proved payable.

Quarts—The. South Australian Company.—This Company bas during tbe year crushed 1,510 tons 
for themselves, which gave a yield of 1,131 oz., and 40 tons for tbe public, which gave an oz. to the ton. 
The Company have a 12-horse power engine with a battery of 10 beads of stampers, and employed an 
average of fifteen miuers during the year.
_ The Mother Shipion Claim.—This claim was not worked from April to August, when it was applied 
for as an abandoned claim by Allen and party, who obtained some very rich specimens, three of which 
were purchased by Mr. Warden Baker for tbe (government for £1,233 8s., which, with other gold obtained 
since September (the shareholders inform me) realized, a sum of £4,3:10, together with some very rich 
specimens they have still in hand, Tho reef is now 2 feet thick, having increased 4 inches since those 
rich specimens were obtained. Tbe reef underlies to tbe east 1 foot in 7 ; tbe hanging and foot walls are 
diorite.

Ihe present shareholders say this claim was never properly worked. The shaft is only 90 feet 
deep. The £4,300 worth of gold obtained since September was got from a winze 20 foot deep by 15 feet 
along the course of the reef. There aro only six men at work in the claim.

The Hotneward Bound (now Za Mascotte).—This claim is situated about 10 miles south-west of 
Temora, and was about seven months ago let on tribute by Cap turn Tucker to Ponting and party. Tlie 
tributors took out J15 tons of stone, 90 tons of which were crushed, which gave a yield of 150 oz. of 
gold, but before tbe expiration of the term granted to' tho tributors the working of the” claim was stopped, 
under an injunction issued by the Supreme Court in tbe cause of “ Dembicki v. Tucker,” which is still in 
force. Captain Tucker has erected machinery consisting of a 10-horse power engine, with fifteen heads of 
stampers, and also erected a dam and secured water-rights. He has also made application for a lease of 
12 acres adjoining the claim.

The Evening Star, Sebastopol.—This reef is about 12 miles south-west of Temora, and is looked 
upon as the most permanent and one of the most valuable mining properties in the district. 050 tons of 
stone were crushed from this claim, which gave an average of & oz. to the ton. The quality of the stone is 
much improved of late. The shoot of gold in the reef is 9 feet wide, and is visible 45 feet along the reef. 
There are only two men at present employed in this claim, who havo about 150 tons of stone to grass, 
which is estimated to yield over an oz. to the ton. The stone is easily got out. The reef runs north aud 
south—dips to the west 1 foot in 4. Tho hanging-wall Is slate, the foot-wall sandstone. This reef is 
likely to give large returns for the year 1880.

Deutscher's Paddock.—Twenty men took a lease for ten years of 40 acres of land of Mr. Deutschcr’s 
Bed Hill farm. They commenced work in November, nnd struck the reef at a depth of 98 feet on the 12th 
December ; they cut through the reef, which is about 3 feet thick, and followed it on the underlie for 
25 feet. There are about 20 tons of stone to grass, containing various minerals, but 1 can make no 
estimate of the probable yield.

Some of the most promising reefs in Temora are not at work at present, being under applications 
for lease—such as Bich’s Beef, tbe Shamrock, &c. But these will no doubt be profitably worked in tho 
near future. ^

I am aware that several parcels of gold have during the year been sold in Sydney and Melbourne 
for which this field cannot receive credit in those returns.

_ I have during the year issued 510 miners’rights, showing a decrease of 230 from 1884, and 111 
business licenses, being fifty-six loss than was issued in 1884. The cause of tbe decrease in business 
licenses is, many of the allotments in Temora which were held under business licenses have been purchased. 
Of the miners' rights I estimate that about 289 were taken out hy parties engaged in and about alluvial 
mining, twenty by Chinamen, nnd the remainder by parties engaged iu or holding interests in quartz claims 
allotments and residence areas.

_ Taking the extent of auriferous country about Temora into consideration, the excellent average 
given by the reefs tested, and the primitive mode of working, I have no doubt but my next report of the 
reefs will be more encouraging, as several capitalists have been lately acquiring mining interests in the 
district.

_ Owing to many of the puddlers and miners not returning immediately after the holidays, the size of 
the district, and the difficulty of collecting reliable information, I have been unable to furnish my report 
earlier.

Lachlan
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Lachlas- Distbici—Babmedmas Dmsios'.

(W. Forles, Mining Registrar?)
I hate the honor to submit, for the information of (he Honorable the Minister for Mines, my animal 
report of the Barmedman Gold-field, in the Lachlan District, for the year 1885. _

The aspect of mining affairs on this field is somewhat more promising than it was in 1884. The 
mineral development has been retarded by the absence of capital and machinery in private claims, and the 
prospects of miners have been at times gloomy in the extreme. _

During tho past year there has been a re-action, owing to the repeated discoveries of payable gold 
in reefs supposed to be almost valueless, viz., to miners with limited means.. _

The crushings from such claims have far exceeded anticipations, but in many cases the actual width 
of stone has been much inferior to that of the reefs, which merely yielded from 5 to 20 dwt. per ton.

Payable stone has been frequently obtained in the claims abandoned by .Tachson’s Gold-mining 
Company, and the present tributors have obtained remarkable results by driving at the 79-feet level from
the engine shaft. . ,

In No. 2 North Ada several excellent crushings have been obtained by tracing the leaders, winch 
■have been of various widths, varying from a few inches to many feet. The reefs on the Ada Hill have 
been disturbed (from the surface) down to tbe depth of SO feet, and the result has hcen (hat by testing 
tbe ground several discoveries have been made.

The raising of the lifts by the Barmedman United Gold-mining Company lias prevented miners 
from testing the 120-feet ground; and the Biery Cross shareholders have hcen employed from the level of
90 feet to the surface. , , , . n

This claim has yielded within a fraction of £9,000 worth of gold during the last throe and a halt 
years. The raising of the lifts affects tho Hunted to Death reef, and the occasional stoppage of the 
Company’s battery has been severely felt by minors in the private claims.

The manager of the Barmedman Company has been raising stone from the SO-fect level up to
within a few feet of the surface. „ , ,

At the Black Angel, in a new shaft, the reef was cut at a depth of 40 feet, and another found by 
driving. The average width of stone is about 15 inches. There is a visible improvement at the Hard to 
Find, where two additional parties of miners are on payable gold.

Some of the reefs are narrow, but they yield large returns per ton.
The discovery of tho lost Hard to Find has encouraged miners to further efforts.
They aro at present working at the 90-feet level, and on the verge of tho water. In the course of 

time pumping gear will be required.
At tbe Pbcenix stone has been stoped out from the level of 110 feet up to 30 feet. _
Tlie water is a decided hindrance to the development of this claim, which has nevertheless given a 

large yield per ton. There are two reefs in this claim, and the wider reef gives an inferior yield to that 
from which such excellent returns have been obtained. _

So far as can be at present ascertained, there is but little chance of raising the richest stone to 
advantage in the outside claims without the aid of pumping engines.

There has been a discovery of stream tin in alluvial workings, but the want of water and tho 
absence of outside capital have left the matter in stutu quo. _

There have been 121 miners’ rights, thirty-six business licenses, and four mineral licenses issued
during the past year. .

Three gold-mining leases, comprising an area of 11 acres of ground, have also been applied for. 
There are betwixt eighty and ninety mines employed on the field. O wing to the want of water for crushing 
purposes, and tbe discoveries at Silverton and Sunny Corner, the population has seriously diminished.
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Lachlan District—Mi;krumiiltbeah Division.

(O. Cuilijfc, Mining Registrar?)
Foil the information of the Honorable the Minister for Mines, I have the honor to report that the 
gold-mining interest in the Murrumburrah Division has been during the past year at a very low ebb, 
arising partly from want of water, as very little has fallen since January, 1885, in the district. The 
number of miners’ rights sold has been seveuty, aud of business licenses, four.

The gold won, as shown by tho bauks'return, amounted to 252 oz. 8 dwt. 4 gr., representing a
money value of £971 Is. 9d. .

‘ The price of gold has been from £3 12s. Gd. to £3 17s., ihe latter being the ruling price.

Lachlan Disthict—Junee Division.

{Alfred Elliott, Mining Registrar.)
I hate the honor to submit, for the information of the Honorable the Minister fop Mines, my report 
for the past year (1SS5) upon the Junee Division of the Lachlan Mining District and in doing so I regret 
to say that mining operations have not been carried on to a very great extent, owing principally to the
scarcity of water, _ t . .

Daring the year, thirty-eight miners’ rights and two business licensea were issued, and nine appli
cations for gold-mining leases were received. Nearly the whole of the land applied for in these applica
tions was afterwards found to he on a conditional purchase belonging to "William M‘Nickle, who objected 
to the leases being granted, which led to an investigation being hold before Mr. Warden Baker, the result 
of which has not yet been made known. The miners, however, have applied_to the Minister for the excisiop 
of about 60 acres from tho conditional purchase before mentioned for mining purposes. Should their 
request he granted, no doubt mining matters will look up.

Some
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Some few months ago Mr. George Dobbyns erected quartz-crushing machinery at a cost o£ £950. 
Several crushings (in all about 77 tons) have been made, yielding on an average 1 oz. 2 dwt. 6^ gr. per 
ton. Mr. Dob by ns has also been to some considerable expense in constructing a large dam for the con
servation of water.

There are at present about twenty miners at work.
Altogether about £380 13s. 9d. worth of gold, has been won during the year.

Laonlav District—Canowi:nt>ra Division.

(Wm. Qooh, Mining liegistrar!)
During! the year 1885 there has been a decided improvement in mining matters in this division, 
the yield of gold for the year being 363 oz., against 45 oz. for the previous year, 303 oz. having been 
obtained from 343 tons oi stone crushed, the remaining 00 oz. being obtained from old alluvial workings 
at Cargo and Gum Hat. During the year eleven gold-mining leases have been applied for, three of which 
bale boon refused. 101 miners’ rights, three business licenses, and one mineral license have been issued.

The, Ironclad, Qargo, after having been a long time idle, resumed work duriug the year. 90 tons 
of stone Mere crushed for a return ot 154 oz. of gold. Ar; work will now be carried on steadily a good 
return is looked forward to for the current year This is the only quartz claim at present working at 
Cargo, but as other leases have been granted work will shortly be commenced in them.

1, ^lte Queen of the, Ranges, Canmindra.—46 tons of stone from this claim gave a return of 15 oz. 
winch is considered by the shareholders to be payable. The claim is now idle, having been applied for as a 
goJd-miinng lease.

lilva Jacket, JBelmoro.—127 tons of stone lias been crushed from this claim for a yield of 58 oz. 
of gold. As the reef is from 3 feet to 4 feet in width, and the stone easily worked, this return should be 
payable.

M’bTab and party have taken up an extended claim on an abandoned reef at Stockyard Gully, 
knoum as Shannon’s Reef. A trial crushing of 4 tons gave a return of 2 oz. 15 dwt., which is payable, 
bom leases have since been pegged out on this line of reef, besides an ordinary claim. Several parcels 
of stone from this reef assayed in Bathurst showed an average of from 13 to 40 oz. to the ton, but 
w,'"Lt0 t lC ,Pres™ce 0f 11 hrge amount of mineral in the stone, saving the gold is a matter of very great 
difhculty with ordinary crushing appliances, ‘

Jdonci/s Hocks.—Mellon and party are working a claim on the old Loudon Reef with payable 
icsults 14 tons oi quartz crushed gave a return of 32 oz. 11 dwt. As the ground is now well opened 
up a good return will no doubt be obtained duriug the current year. An extended claim of 4, men’s 
ground is also being worked on this line by Hadley and party, who expects to cut the reef before long.

Alluvial.—Several shafts have been sunk in the neighbourhood of Bclmore. hut nothing beyond a 
len- colours have been found. ' ,

SoiiTiiKity District—Araluen", Braid wood, Little River, Major’s Creek, a>vd Nehriga
Divisions. .

{Mr. Warden Aldcorn, P.M., Braidwood.)
Mmxa operations in the above divisions of the Southern District for the year 1885 have been very much 
retarded from the same cause as was stated in my last report, viz., want of water. The rainfall 'during 
the past year has been exceptionally small, and ibis having been the case as regards the three or four 
precediug jears, all the usual sources of water supply for the miners engaged in ground-sluicing were 
quite dried up. Thus, the greater number of the men iverc obliged to look out for other employment, and 
betook themselves to the railway lines as labourers. This remark is applicable to all the divisions except 
Arnluen, _ There the dry weather has not been altogether a disadvantage, as it has permitted of the 
almost uninterrupted working of the half-dozen stripping claims in the bed of the river; although, even as 
regards these, on several occasions, it_was found necessary to pump water for washing—a necessity which 
X bcheve never before arose in the division. The results, so far as these claims are concerned, may be 
regarded as satisfactory ; for, although the amount of gold produced is considerably less than in some 
previous years, the facts have to be taken into account that not unfrequently the parties have come on old 
worked ground, necessitating extra labour and no little loss of time. About 5,000 oz. have been won in 
Araluen for the year,

Tim quantity from all the other divisions is very small compared with years when a fair supply of 
water was obtainable, and it is only a wonder that even so much as about 2,500 oz. have been got from 
these, at one time, very productive gold-fields. ’

There is nothing to report as to fresh discoveries.
' Some small attempts have been made to work the reefs at Little River, but want of sufficient 
capital has brought operations to a standstill. Several trial crushings of stone carted about 20 
miles to a machine gave very fair results, and some parties talk of getting machinery on the ground. I 
fear, however, that not much will result from the small and spasmodic efforts to develop this gold-field 
which are from time to time made, A quantity of valuable machinery to which X referred in my last 
report has remained there unused up to the present time.

Is othing has been done as to other minerals. I mentioned in my last report that some prospecting 
was being done for copper and silver in the neighbourhood of the Shoalhaven River. Several specimens 
were tested, but the result was not encouraging.

Southern District—Moruva Division.

{Mr. Warden Maunsell, P.M., Moruya.')
I have the honor to report that gold and silver mining operations in that portion of the Southern 
district which is under my charge have not increased since the date of my last report, owing to the 
continuance of a severe drought.

A



A few new gold-mining leases have been applied for, and at Tanja, I am informed, some fair
specimens of quartz bare been obtained. _ _ .

There arc several prospecting parties at work in various parts, but X have not nearcl that any or
them have found payable gold.
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Southern Distkict—blown a. Division.
(jlfr. Warden Lovegrove, F.M., Nowra.')

I am able this year to report more activity in gold-mining, though the increase of energy is more due to 
mother nature than to the mine-owners. It is evident to me that there was a persistent belief at Yalwal 
that because payable gold was got at a certain height therefore it must be more payable lower down, 
Nothing has yet occurred to prove this; the facts arc all the other way at present. The Homeward 
Bound gold-mining lease of 5 acres has furnished nearly the whole gold return for the year, progressing 
from 1 oz. to 7 oz. per ton, and falling to 3 oz. or thereabouts. They still have a large quantity to crush, 
and will probably average 3 oz. per ton for it. The working is a large cavern near the top of the hill, 200 
or 300 feet above the water. This company would have crushed more but for their purchase of the battery 
and the short supply of water, which causes together induced them to throw the battery idle, lay down 
waterpipes, repair gear, and generally get ready for the stone that was being continuously broken down. 
They will now be able to proceed'without let or hindrance, and have upwards of 200 tons of stone
commencing to go through. . ,

Pioneer.—The Pioneer lease is now executed, and the men are at work, but it is too early to say 
anything except that they have been invariably payable in the past, and will, I hope, be so in the future.

Star.—The Star people have left their lower tunnel, and have come up to the level of the Homeward 
Bound and Pioneer, and expect to strike their stone shortly. Applications have been made all round, 
but probably rather by speculators, who will avail themselves of the next twelve months trying to float, 
&e., &c., on the strength of the Homeward Bound.

The Pinnacle battery lias crushed two small lots unfavourably, and the owners of the stone blame 
a too generous supply of water for the result. The shaft which was abandoned at the junction of the 
Shoalhaven and Kangaroo Rivers has been resumed with capital at its back, and I am awaiting news of 
the bottoming the drift. There has been a great delay through the necessity of sinking through an 
enormous boulder of sandstone grit. The copper shaft, which was abandoned for want of funds, is now 
beiim prospected for silver by Captain Reynolds. There is one matter which I may as well allude to. On 
the S)-mile Beach reserve, near Coolangatta, is a 10-acre permit for Mr. Moss and others to prospect for 
gold. Mr. Moss has been boring, and informs me that he is stopped by a quicksand after boring 4 or 5 
feet. I am afraid there is a want of will or a want of engineering knowledge about this matter, as the 
difficulty does not seem one that should take much time or consideration. He^has shown me some coarse 
gold in a vial, taken from the bore, but as they are not at work, and have nothing to show on the ground, 
1 have not paid a visit to the locality. They intend to put down pine boxes to line a shaft in order to get 
through the quicksand.

Southern" District—Berrima Division.

(Mr. Warden F. P. Wihhire, P.M., Perrima.')
I have the honor to report, for your information, that during the past twelve months little or no change 
has taken place in the mining interests of this district—indeed, 1 may say that, with the exception of the 
discovery of silver-bearing country near Towrang, in the district of GouLburn, no change whatever has 
occurred worth recognition. Herein I of course make no reference to the discovery also of silver-bearing 
lodes atBu rragorang, as, although the applications have passed through my hands (as the nearest Warden s 
office, Ac.), that locality is not within the area assigned to iny charge as ’Warden ; and beyond the fact of 
some of the applications to mine for silver there (twenty in all) having been lodged with me, I know nothing 
at all of the matter or vicinity, geologically or otherwise. 1 learn, however, from various sources, that 
some really promising discoveries of silver lodes, varying, it is said, in assay from 60 to 2,000 oz. to the 
ton, have been made at Burragorang, and that there is some prospect of successful mining operations in 
respect to that mineral being established in that locality.

With regard to the discovert’ of silver-bearing rocks at Towrang, 1 cannot at present say more than 
that a number of mining leases have been applied for there by various persons, some of whom have opened 
up and tested the quartz (or more properly perhaps) felspar reefs there, with results more or less 
encouraging, but up to the present time I have not heard of any assay giving a profitable result; and your 
communication of the 31st ultimo, furnishing me with results of certain assays of samples of the Towrang 
ores recently made at the Department of Mines, tends to confirm this fact. The locality, however, geo
logically, is of a decidedly mineral-bearing character, and there is every reason to expect that payable ores 
will yet be struck in that neighbourhood. Having already furnished you with a special report upon the 
silver find at Towrang, it is perhaps scarcely necessary to say more upon it here.

With regard to the shale and coal-mining operations of the district, there is really no change worth 
reporting. The Joadja Shale and Mineral Oil Company are still extending and enlarging their operations, 
and the linn is now one of the most important of its kind in the Colony. _

The Erith and Berrima collieries are still at work, but the output from either is merely nominal, 
and I have no statistics concerning them. Considering the large and extensive area of coal-bearing for
mation in this district, and the great saving that would accrue to the country in the working of the already 
considerable and rapidly extending Southern Railways by obtaining the coal required in this locality, it 
seems strange that no effort appears to have been yet made by that Department or much encouragement 
offered for the production of a coal in this neighbourhood suitable for such purposes. That such a coal 
does exist here, and in unlimited quantities, is a fact thoroughly believed in by many persons who have 
given the subject attention. At present all, or nearly all, the coal used on the Great Southern Line is 
obtained at and conveyed either from Newcastle or Bmvenfels, the mail trains using principally the 
former, owing to its less percentage of ash. The day cannot, however, he far distant when all this must 
cease, and the local coal finds its natural place on the southern locomotives, and thus give a great and 
much-needed stimulus to the full development of the valuable and extensive coal deposits of this district.

Soutiibbn
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SOUTHEKS BlSTETCT—BOJfBALA ASD COOMA BlVTSTOSS.
- (il/r. Warden Giles, P.M., Bombnla.')

I have tlio honor to submit, for tbs information of the Honorable tlie Minister for Mines, my report 
for the year ISSo, upon the Cooma and Bombala Divisions of the Tmnut and Adelong and Southern 
Mining Districts, of which I am "Warden, and which embrace the following gold-fields, viz.:—Kiandra, 
Crackeubacfe, Snowy Diver, Coliinton, Nimitybelle, Delegate, and Towomba.

As previously instructed, I presume the Mining Ecgistrars and Wardens’ Clerks in my division, 
and who are stationed at Kiandra, Cooma, Jvimitybclle, Bombala, and Eden, have already furnished their 
reports for the past year, giving detailed accounts of the various workings, proceeds. Ac., also the number 
of miners’ rights, business and mineral licensers issued within their respective divisions to the 31st 
December last.

At Kiandra there are five Companies at work. The gold won on this field during the past year 
amounted to about 1,900 ounces.

There were ninety-nine miners’ rights issued by the Mining'Kegistrar, but a number of rights 
held by miners were obtained in other districts.

The continued scarcity of water, the supply of which is reported to have been the worst for many 
years, has compelled some of the claim holders to temporarily suspend sluicing operations.

The want of sufficient water supply has seriously retarded the progress of this gold-field, other
wise the results would doubtless have been more favourable.

The Kiandra Gold-mining Company, at their Hew Chum Hill claim, have obtained a yield of about 
1,200 ounces of gold. This Company intend to raise the dam at 3 miles, and increase the dimensions 
of their race in order to permit of the working of two nozzles in the claim.

At the 8-mile claim hydraulic sluicing was carried on for some time.
At the 9-mile claim hydraulic sluicing was carried on for 23S hours, yielding a return of over 40 

ounces of gold. The manager reports that the scarcity of water experienced during the past year lias 
been greater than that known for over twenty years.

At the 4- and 15-milc claims hydraulic sluicing was carried on, yielding hut medium returns.
Some fresh applications for gold-mining leases have been lodged.
The mining population may be estimated at 300, consisting of Europeans and Chinese.

NimUt/bellc Gold-field.
Mining operations on this gold-field have been at a standstill during the past year, mainly owing to 

the continued drought.
Coliinton Gold-field.

Little or no progress has been made in gold-mining operations on this field during the past year. 
Some mineral leases have been applied for.

Delegate and Towomba Goldfields.
There has not been any favourable progress made in gold-mining during 18S5, on these gold-fields, 

although a migratory population has been maintained thereon, consisting mainly of Chinese.
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SotTHEBN DisTErcr—Tabs DrvTsioN.

{Mr. Warden Msher, Yttss,')
I have the honor to state that during the year 1885 nothing worthy of report has occurred in the Yass 
Division of the Southern Mining District,

Only three miners’ rights and one mineral license were issued by the Mining Bcgistrar at Yass 
during the past year.

Soutuers' Dfstiuct—Biutdwood Divisrox.
(G. 0 si ear, Mining Dcgislrari)

Tin; mining industry here during the past year has made little progress, it being chiefly attributable to the 
continued dry seasons and the want of investment of capital to develop same. This necessitates the miners 
seeking employment in other spheres of life, and consequently little or no prospecting is done. There is 
little doubt that plenty of gold exists, but it requires machinery to work same with any success. Two or 
three claims have been worked, but the reports have not been very favourable.

SoninEHN District—Aealuen Division.

QS. F. Car Hie, Mining Registrar.)
The continued severity of the drought during 1885 has interfered materially with the working of the mines 
in this division. Some of the stripping claims have frequently bad to discontinue washing for want 
of water, while the ground-sluicers have been idle nearly all the year, notwithstanding these drawbacks, 
the reports I have gathered show an out-turn of gold won during the year of 5,187 oz. 9 dwt., viz., 4,902 oz. 
alluvial, and 225 oz. 9 dwt. quartz and pyrites, valued at £19,971 13s. Gd., which is an increase of 302 oz. 
15 dwt. over the previous year. Some of the claims have occasionally had good washings, thus adding to 
the general yield ; besides which two or three fresh pieces of ground have been opened.

The only quartz-mining has been at Bell’s Creek, where also a small quantity of pyrites lias been 
treated; the returns from both are given in the tabular forms.

The outlook for the coming year is fairly prosperous. If favoured with moderate rains, the result 
will no doubt equal, if not exceed, those of the past vear.

442—K ‘ Southern
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SOUTHEEK' DlSTETCT—MaTOb’s CllEEE DlYISIOK,

( John Reazlett, Mining (Registrar.)
Is drawiDg up this my statistical report for the year ending the 31st December, 188-5,1 am reluctantly 
compelled to be more brief than what I have beeu with previous reports, and that, too, for the reason that 
I have very little material to work upon. Twelve months ago I had hoped that the continuous dry 
seasons of the past live years were at an end, but in this was mistaken, as the year 1885 has been the 
driest we have had for the past six years. I have never known the miners at Dong Flat to be forced to 
leave it owing to the want of water until last year; and the Major's Creek has been in a similar condition 
as regards water; and*I believe that for a considerable time past half a dozen miners could not be found 
at work on Crown lands and private property included, and even those few not permanently, and in many 
places enough water could not be found for prospecting purposes. It is not, therefore, at all surprising 
that the yield of gold for the past year has fallen off to about oue-half of the quantity won during the 
previous year.

It may be as well to state that about 47 ounces of gold included in the tabular form herewith was 
sold at either Braidwood or Sydney, and may therefore be included in other reports; hut as a set off 
against this, I am quite certain that a quantity' of gold produced here has been disposed of abroad, the 
exact quantity I am unable to state, further than one party, who has been doing fairly well, has sold nearly 
the whole of what they obtained at either Braidwood or Sydney. _

In quartz-mining very little has been done. 25 tons taken from the Else and Shine reef, at Bed 
Hill, and crushed at the Enterprise battery, yielded 36 oz. gold; and 1 ton 7 cwt. of mundic (pyrites) 
from same mine gave a return of 3 oz. 16 dwt. gold. The mode of treating the pyrites was as follows, 
viz.,—first, cleaning the pyrites from sand, &c.; second, roasting; third, grinding, then amalgamating, the 
grinding having been done in a Chilian mill.

■Mr. E-. Carter, whose mining experience extends back to over thirty years, has treated 5 tons of 
mundic tailings or refuse from Dargue’s old reef, at Spring Creek, and from which he obtained 11 oz. 
3 dwt. smelted gold, which he considered very satisfactory, so much so that he has made arrangements 
with the agent for private laud to work up a large pile of similar stuff. The mine from which these 
tailings came has been abandoned for some time. Mr. Carter’s method of treating the pyrites is somewhat 
similar to what I have already stated, but being able to extract the copper from the gold he is in a posi
tion to know what gold he has without waiting for the Mint returns. If he uses chemicals ho is not likely 
to lead me into his secrets regarding them.

Some years ago I forwarded to the Department of Mines samples of refuse, after treatment of the 
pyrites, from Dargne’s mine, and fully intended obtaining a sample of the mundic from Mr. Carter with the 
view of sending it to the Mines, but have been disappointed, as he has not cleaned any since the 5 tons 
of which I have already spoken. _ ■

T have one sample of mundic stone from the Else and Shine, and intended to have obtained another 
coming on towards Christmas, and in this have been balked, consequent on the owners having stopped 
work soon after, and the reason is, so far as I know, in consequence of the small return from the 1 ton 
and 7 cwt. mundic. .

What is known as the Snob's reef, at Big Hill, has been abandoned by Mr. J. H. Blatchford, after 
having held it over three years, with a view to forming a Company. It is now owned by Mr. Wm. Ben- 
nison, of Braidwood.

Last year I sold only thirty-one miners’ rights as against forty during the previous year. Having 
experienced five years dry weather, a few had to abandon their claims, those who, having expensive dams 
and water-races, have held on to their titles being confident that when rainy seasons set in they may 
do well, and for this purpose secured the miner’s right.

Southebx District—Little Eiyer Division.

(P. J. Oalwag, Mining JUgistrari)

I do myself the honor, in furnishing my annual report for 1885, to express regret that the unprecedented 
drought in this division for the past year has prevented any improvement in mining matters, Kb rain 
has fallen in this division since my last report, with the exception of some slight showers during the last 
month, and those very partial. .

The alluvial workings have consequently been confined to the river bed, and even there the water 
lias ceased to run, and many claims are idle, the pumps being unable to contend with the uuder-cnrreut.

The European miners have to seek work on the different public works until a more favourable 
change takes place ; and, as many have expended large sums of money on watcr-raeea ranging in length 
from 1 to 6 miles, should suitable seasons set in, I hope for a large increase in the mining population.

In quartz-mining an improvement .has taken place. The Day Dawn Company have raised 174 tons 
of stone from above the water-level (26 feet from surface), and crushed 74 tons, which yielded 92 oz. 10 
dwt., or 1 oz. 5 dwt. per ton, and are making arrangements for procuring pumping machinery and also crush
ing plant, the expense of sending stone to the nearest battery working being £2 per ton, includiug fees 
for crushing. .

The adjoining claims have sunk 33 feet, and driven a tail-race 3 chains in length to keep .down the 
surface water to that level, and are also procuring pumping gear to contend with the water, which is very 
heavy in the shaft. From this claim a trial crushing of 6 tous gave 52 oz. There are about 10 tons at 
grass, and some 30 tons ready to bo broken down, waiting the erection of crushing machinery, the 
erection of which would give new life to quartz-mining in this division. _

Kb work has been done by the Homeward Bound Company since the granting of their leases in 
tlie fatter part of 1884. The Company hold four claims, each of 10 acres, and have a complete plant of 
pumping, winding, and crushing machinery. _ _ .

One hundred and twenty-two miners’ rights and seven business licenses were issued during the
year.

Southern
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(P. J. Galway, Mining Registrari)

The mining carried on in this division is very limited in extent. _
Several freshes, caused by thunderstorms, at the head of the Shoalhaven Biver 

miners working in the bed of the river from their claims, and, this division being no exeef ition to the con
tinued dryness, miners are forced to seek other work for a time.

Large quantities of wash-dirt are accumulated at several washing-places waiting a 
the races. _ _

Twenty-eight miners’ rights and five mineral licenses were issued during the year.
A 25-acre alluvial lease has been applied for situated at Sailors’ G-ully. _ _
If a sufficient supply of water can be obtained, it is generally supposed that the^elaims will pay a 

fair dividend to the shareholders.

SouiHEitJf District—NEHEiftA. Division.

1 mve driven the

water supply in

Southern- Dtsthict—EtraonoDArjjA and Nekrioundaii Ditisk%ns.

(S'. J. Lea, Acting Mining Registrar.)
I have the honor to report that'there has been very little progress in this division jPunng the lasttjK?]*’' 
months. There are a few European miners about Nerrigundah, who make a living by tmhfffa’trg'ln the old 
ground. There are also a number of Chinese miners working about the old ground at Xerrigundah and the 
district. 1 am of opinion that they obtain a fair quantity of gold, but there is no way of finding out the 
quantity obtained by them; they will not give any information. The Bumbo reef is idle at the present 
time, but there are a few miners seeking for reefs in that direction.

Southern District—Bombala Division.

- (W. A. Dovers, Mining Registrar?}
I hate the honor herein to tender my report as Mining Begistrar of this district. I regret to say that 
the mining industry here has much deteriorated even within the last twelve months. The drought which 
for the past two years has necessarily hindered mining operations and research seems to have been, and to 
be, at its worst. I have gathered from a good many interested parties that they look forward to a break
up of the dry weather to commence operations again.

There has been a slight renewal of inclination amongst the miners, and amongst new-comers also, 
to prospect for gold among and around the old claims along the Little .Plain Biver. I have inspected one 
or two of the spots worked upon (situated for the most part on private land), but can see nothing to 
indicate a possible discovery of payable gold. _ _

The old difficulty of compelling the Chinese to take out miners’rights still exists. I intend, if 
possible, to obviate this. ,

The amount of gold purchased by the banks in the district during the year is 180 oz. 15 dwt. 
7 gr., at a price of £698 11s. 9d,, as against 332 oz. 16 dwt. 6 gr., of the value of £1,278 7s. lid,, for the 
year 1884.

There wore fourteen business licenses, one miner’s right and three mineral licenses issued during 
the past year, as against sixteen business licenses, twelve miners’ rights, and three mineral licenses issued 
for the year 1884,

Southern District—'Waoonga Division.

(A. M. Smith, Mining Registrar.) ’

I have the honor to forward my report for the year 1885 on the progress of mining in this division.
‘ Wagonga.

At the North Head, on the Belle of Australia line of reef, mining in three claims is actively 
prosecuted—the stone hard and difficult to sink upon. In December last a trial crushingof 27 tons from 
No. 2 North yielded 17 oz. 10_dwt. The reef averages 3 ft. in width. Scarcity of water has prevented 
stone being crushed, otherwise I should have been in a position to give a better account of the prospects 
expected to be realized on a large scale. The intention of claimholders is to convert permits into leases 
with a view of forming a No-Liability Company, and erecting machinery close to the ground now being 
worked, where water has never been known to fail. Another reef, about half a mile distant from the above- 
named reef, showing gold, is at present being tested in a claim of 4 acres applied for to lease. Until the 
shaft is down 100 feet no reliable opinion can be formed of the prospects of this lately discovered reef. 
The scarcity of water which for months has prevailed prevented creek claims from being worked, com
pelling many diggers to seek employment on the roads fencing and cutting timber.

Mownt Dromedary.
There lias been during the last quarter a considerable increase in the number of reefers on the 

mountain, several claims being efficiently worked. The veins are narrow, carrying gold from 1 to 2 oz. to 
the ton, and where boulders are not met with the driving is easy, the ground being friable. Claimholders 
appear to be satisfied, and there being two batteries close by the workings crushing can be secured on 
suitable terms.

Tanja..
Near Nelson’s Creek, where gold in small quantities has at different times been obtained from 

alluvial, is likely to prove more permanent than hitherto, reports leading to that belief. A reef said to 
show inducements for investment is now being tested, two leases of 5 acres each having been applied 
for, while other parties are at work on ordinary quartz-claims, The distance from here to Tanja (40 miles) 
makes it difficult to report accurately upon'the exact nature and results of workings in that quarter.

Tin-pot.
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| Tin-pot, -
In tlie jiarish of Cadgec, on the river Tuross, wlik-li lias been an alluvial diggings for many years, 

and may be co, usidered a continuation of the Nerrigundah gold-field. This portion is now deserted as 
regards alluvial Fair prospects of gold having been obtained from a quartz-reef, a few claims are now 
being worked, i 'eefers from here who .have visited the ground consider the prospects of payable gold 
encouraging; be yond this I can give no report.

Montreal.
Very ric, h stone, or, more properly expressed, specimens of gold-bearing quartz, taken from a reef 

called the Progress and Poverty, situated about 4 miles westward from Montreal, lias been the 
occasion of somiVejipeculation. At present two claims of 4 acres each have been applied for to lease. An 
extended claim foi^dive men and a few ordinary claims are at work. As yet no stone has been crushed, but 
should the stone froiln the reef turn out anything like the specimens exhibited it would be safe to estimate 
the yield at over 50 ominces tothelon. At present there is no crushing plant nearer than Mount Dromedary, 
where trial crushings^may be made, and, if satisfactory, Bcrmagui port is convenient to land machinery.

Soutilehn District—Moruya Diyisiojt.

{/A A7. Barton, Mining Begistrar.)
T .have the honor to forward my annual report for the year endmg the 1st instant for my portion of the 
Moruya Division.

Mining operations show little or no improvement from the past year, and what prospects there 
were of an increasing yield in alluvial ground have been much retarded by the late severe drought.

Mr. Francis Guy, the enterprising owner of a lease at the Silver Mine, has lately sunk a new 
shaft, now down about 70 feet, on ore, with good walls, forming the width of reef—about 2 feet. Mr, 
Guy is sending 10 tons of quartz to Germany for treatment. A Company is talked about being formed. 
The ore is rich in gold and silver, but impregnated with iron pyrites, arsenic, sulphur, mundic, and other 
minerals.

The machinery on the ground is old, but good, and cost about £1,000. Sixteen miners have been at 
work, but now there are only half the number or less.

Mogo maintains a number of diggers, but the ground is very patchy. Two leases have been 
applied for on some old and abandoned ground—shaft now down about 60 feet. This was the shaft that 
gave out 12 dwt. to the ton at the rush some years ago, and there is not the slightest doubt that if capital 
were employed there are good reefs on this field that would pay well.

Application has been made to the Warden for time to procure machinery by the applicants for 
lease, and from the show of gold in the stone there is every prospect of a payable reef.

Southern District—Gunning Division.

(J. F. Kenyon, Mining Begkirar.')
Irate the honor to forward my annual report for the year 1885, and I regret to stale that mining 
matters in this district do not show any improvement upon the previous years, mining, in fact, of all 
kinds being quite at a standstill, and although some prospecting has been done during the year I have 
been unable to obtain any reliable information as to the quantity of gold obtained, but am of opinion 
that it was inconsiderable.

I have issued fifteen miners’ rights and three mineral leases, comprising an area of 80 acres in all, 
during the year 1885, the latter being taken up for the purpose of mining for silver, and are situated near 
Goulburn. There has not been any machinery at work in this district during the past year, but, not
withstanding the very gloomy aspect mining matters bear at present in this district, I am still of opinion 
that there is a better future in store for us, and feel convinced that even now there are many known 
payable reefs lying idle for the want of capital or enterprise to work them, causes which I trust will 
disappear with the severe and prolonged droughts prevailing in the district for years past.

' Southern District—Burrowa Division.

(-/. li. M‘I)onaM, Mining Registrari)
I have the honor to forward my annual report for the year ending 31 December, 1885, and regret to say 
that very little has been done in reference to gold-mining. Several miners’ rights were issued during the 
year, but the holders of them wish to keep back the results of their searches. In one case only have I 
heard that gold was obtained, but J could not obtain information as to the locality.

The Frogmorc Copper-mines have suspended operations since the end of January last on account 
of the low price given for copper. During that mouth 60 tons of ore were raised from a depth of 
300 feet, and yielded an average of 2 cwt, 1 qr, per ton. There is no doubt of the richness of this 
mine, but the present owners prefer to let it remain unworked till copper brings a more remunerative 
price.

■ Southern District—Nowit a Division.

{W. lovegrove. Mining Registrar?)
The only mine which has been fully at work has been the Homeward Bound, 5-acre lease, which has 
been giving rich returns for the whole year, and continues to do so. Nearly the whole return of gold 
comes from that mioc. The Eclipse has been engaged on their tunnel, which is, of course, dead work, 
and their battery, consequently, lies idle. There are signs of waking up on some of the other leases, but 
no fresh capital offering. My Warden's report is more detailed.

Tumut
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Tumut and Adelono District—Tumut Division'.

(Mr. Warden Vyner, F.M., Tumut.)
I HEGitET to Imvc to report that the state o£ the mining industry in that portion of tho Tumut and 
Adelong Mining District under my charge is still in a very depressed state.

It appears to mo that all the payable places have been discovered and worked out; and though a 
good deal of prospecting has been carried on during the past year no favourable results have ensued.

The amounts of gold forwarded by escort and the reduction in the number of miners’ rights issued 
in 1885, as compared with those in 1884-, clearly show not only that the population specially engaged in 
mining pursuits has been reduced, but that those who still persist iu carryiug on that industry win con
siderably less gold per man than formerly.

No mining for metals other than gold is being carried on in the district at present.

Tumut and Adelong District—Gundagai Division.

(Mr. Warden H. Gordon, P.M., Gundagai)

In forwarding my annual report upon mining in this district, I regret that I. am unable to bring 
under your notice any marked improvement in mining matters, Although the district bears the 
reputation of being a rich mineral country, it is surprising how little success has followed the prospector. 
Ifrom what I can learn, there is a larger area of ground being prospected at tho present time than for 
some years past, and there are indications of a revival in gold-mining. Some large ventures are now well 
on towards development, notably the Great Victoria at Turrahandra, the BongongoloDg at Burra, 
and another Company at Mitta Mitta are about commencing active operations, and I hope to report a 
satisfactory return from each of them. The Australian Slate Company at South Gundagai are still 
working with energy. They have lately opened a fresh deposit of roofing slate said to he of superior 
quality. There has been no crushing of any importance at any of the machines during the year. Many 
small parcels have been crushed, but they were all of a prospecting character.

Tumut and Adelong District—Queanbetan Division.

(Mr. Warden. J. C. Woorc, Queanleyan)
I have the honor to submit, for the information of the Honorable the Minister for Mines, my report for 
tho year 1885 upon the Queanbeyan Division of the Tumut and Adelong Mining District.

Captain's Plat.—1 mentioned in my last year’s report that at Blatchford’s mine a difficulty had 
been encountered in treating the ore for gold by the ordinary process of crushing and amalgamating with 
mercury.

Upon assays being made it was found that the difficulty was caused by the presence of silver and 
lead in the ore in quantities considered payable.

Operations were consequently discontinued, and Mr. Blatchford visited Sunny Corner, and 
examined tho smelting process adopted in that locality; and, believing it to be satisfactory, made 
arrangements with the patentees, Messrs. Kahlo and Dodd, for the erection of a furnace at Captain’s 
T’lat, and formed ft Company of 60,000 £1 shares, paid up to 15s., to work the mine.

The furnace, commonly known as the “ Pacific Water-jacket Smelter,” was constructed at Mort’s 
Engineering Works, and early in October last was forwarded to the mine, and is now being erected there. 
On visiting the locality yesterday Mr. Blatchford informed me that the furnace would be in blast in about 
a month from this date. An assaying furnace is also nearly completed ; and a large dam has been con
structed near the mine to increase the water supply, which hitherto has been precarious.

There are about thirty men now employed at this mine; hut no gold or other metal has beeu 
obtained from it duriug the past year as the work has been entirely of a preparatory character.

During the first half of the year, Montgomery and party raised 921 tons of stone from their mine, 
which was crushed by Holtermann’s machine, and yielded 239 ounces of gold. Work at this ’mine has 
beeu suspended during the last six months owing to insufficiency of water; but is now about to be 
resumed, the late rains having caused a freshet in the river.

A little work, in the way of prospecting for the lode, has beeu done ou tho leases held by the 
representatives of the late Mr. Holtermann.

A few miners have been working in a desultory way iu the bed of the river, with, so far as I can 
learn, very moderate results.

Darkness and party have just bottomed a shaft about 9 foot deep on the flat above IToltermann’s 
uiacbioe, and showed me about 2 dwt. of gold obtained from the bottom. The gold lies on the bed-rock 
There is not any drift or wash-dirt, but merely a few boulders lying on the rock, and the prospect is not 
considered very promising.

Another party has commenced sinking on the fiat just above ITarkness’s, hut they do not seem very 
sanguine of success.

At Briudabella a tunnel has been driven 300 feet partly through a hill on the line of race intended 
to work Ecid’s ground-sluicing claim. This tunnel will have to be extended about 600 feet further to 
penetrate the hill, and complete the race. Six men have been employed at this work.

Mr. Reid informs me that be has not obtained any gold from his claim during the past year, exeept- 
tiug about 2 ounces by prospecting, owing to the want of water, and the race being unfinished, and that 
work has beeu delayed by disputes and litigation.

Tumut and Adelong District—Albert Division.

(Mr. Warden Keightley, P.M., Albury.)
I have the honor to report that very little mining has been carried on in my district during the past year 
in old workings. There have been three new shows opened up—one (Wcalands andparty) at Black Range, 
and the other two at Splitters Creek, some 7 miles from Albury, and the other at Hawksview Estate
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8 miles from Albury. Both the hitter are oo private property. The Soudan G-old-mioing Company, at 
Splitters Creek, have erected first-class machinery, and are busy crushing. The gold-bearing stone in this 
claim is taken out of a face 20 feet wide, there being no defined reef at 45 feet. The stone is calculated to 
yield 10 dwt. right through. The Hawksview find is in old workings, and has the appearance of turning 
ont well.

Messrs.'W’ealands and party's claim is situated about mile west from tbe Etbiopiau claim at 
Black Range, and was discovered in November last. They obtained some 15 oz. of gold almost on tho 
surface and are hard at work.

78

Tomui a>'o AjjexiOnu District—Tumbarumua asm Q-erjiantoic Division.

(Mr. Warden J. F. Mahimon, P.M., Ttmlarumba.)
I have the honor to report as below of my division for 1885.

Mining has been dull during tho year past, and no new finds of any importauce have taken place. 
Two gold-mining leases have been taken up at Spencer's Creek, Paddy’s River, but, although the lessees 
asserted that their stone was payable and m large quantities, they have not succeeded in inducing any 
capitalists to develop the ground. The Basaltic G-old-mining Company at Bald Hill lias not yet arrived 
at paying results, though its manager anticipates a ihorough success by the end of April next. . A couple 
of new gold-mining leaseholders at Peep-o’-Day have raised C> or 8 tons of 4-oz. quartz from small veins, 
which have been crushed at the Isabella Battery, but it is impossible yet to say whether stone in sufficient 
quantity can be raised. The sluicing at the Burra Company, property has paid moderately well, and at all 
the other sluicing places in this division scarcely woiges has rewarded the minors’ labour. At the Raug- 
atira Reef two good crushings have been had.; since then the results have not been so encouraging. The 
Isabella Reef, at Ournie, has been steadily worked during the year, with somewhat brightening prospects ; 
the stone here contains an appreciable quantity of silver. The gold sent away from this division during 
1885 through known sources was only about 1,500 oz., and J do not think any large quantity has been sent 
away by private hands. However this does not include 1,34L oz. of bullion raised at and sent away from 
the Isabella Reef (Comstock), which was worth 28s. per oz.

Trot in amd Adeloso Miming District—Adelong Division.

(Ji James, Mining (Registrar.)
The business transacted during the year consists in the issue of 261 miners’ rights and six business licenses 5 
tbe receipt of eight applications for gold-mining leases; conditional registrations, si sty-six; nine 
registrations in tenement register, and thirteen in unsurveyed tenement register.

The escort returns are as follows :—
oz. dwt. gr.

Commercial .Bank ..... ........... . *.................................. 6,520 19 3
New South Wales Bank ................... .........................  1,300 o 15

Total for the year .......................... 7,821 4 18

The crushing returns are as follow :—■
tons cwt. 02 dwt.

Reefer battery ................. ........ 2,462 10 2,304 12
Perseverance battcrv......... .........  567 10 263 10

Totals......... . 2,568 2

Issue of miners’ rights compared:—
1884. 1885. Decrease.
No. No. No.
383 261 122

Quantities of gold, the produce of this division, compared :—
1884. 1885. Deere a-ee.

oz. dwfc. gr. 02. dwt. gr. oz. dwt. gv.
10,725 4 16 7,821 4 18 2,903 19 22

Quantities of quartz crushed and yield compared
1884. 1885. Decrease

tons cwt. qr tons cwfc. qr. tons cwt. qr,
6,303 9 0 3,030 0 0 3 278 9 0

oz. dwt. gr. 02. dwt. gr. oz, dwt,, gr.
5,762 9 11 2,568 2 0 3,194 7 11

Quantities of alluvial gold, the produce of this division, compared ;—
1884. ■ 1885. Increase.

oz. dwt. gr. oz. dwt. gr. 02. dwt. gr.
4,962 15 5 5,253 2 18 290 7 13

In all the principal mines in this division nothing has been done to develop them, either by sinking 
or driving.

The total output compared shows a decrease of 3,278 tons, a quantity less by about 1,000 tons 
crushed by the Great Victoria Gold-mining Company in 1884. This Company suspended work’early in 
1885, and subsequently their property was sold in Sydney. Of late the mine was again started under tho 
management of Mr, A. "W. Mobneaux.

The Challenger Company's mine has a decrease of 213a tons for tho year. The expectations of the 
tnbutovs, under the management of Mr. "William Ellis, were not realized, and the contract was abandoned. 
The mine was idle a short time in consequence. Of late another party of tributors, under tho manage
ment of Mr. T. H. Smith, have commenced work.

The
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The Williams’ Amalgamated, Victoria Hill, lias been idle. On this property there is a steam- 
hauling engine and complete appliances. The diamond-drill formerly in use was removed.

Tlie Perseverance Company’s leases have been idle. Expensive machinery and appliances are 
erected on these holdings.

The stoppage of the Great Victoria Company’s mine led many miners to remove from this field, 
and a few to remain and prospect.

In March last Evans and party discovered a payable bunch in an abandoned shaft at the Gap, 
Adelong. This incident made quite a stir, and about a mile of tho line of reef was taken up in claims, 
The discovery of another hunch on the surface, half a mile north of Evans and party, caused other areas 
to be marked off in extension ; and in August a prospecting protection area was taken up by Chesson and 
party, 3 miles distant from the latter find, in a southerly direction. A rush set in, and a gold-bearing 
leader was found and traced for 2 miles north from the prospectors. About this time a prospecting 
association, consisting principally of townsmen, ivas formed, and their operations were directed to surface 
trenching. _

Nothing of a permanent and payable character transpired, and the successive rushes subsided. 
The two former had a short payable duration, and from the last the proof of the existence of fine gold for 
a long course, giving yields from 3 to 13 dwt. per ton, is now an established belief.

Evans and party, Anderson and parly, and Chesson and party still retain their holdings. Each is 
down about 90 feet.

The shareholders of the Band of Hope quartz-mining tenement, Donkey Hill, have made wages 
during the past nine months.

At Hodge Brothers’ leases, although work is carried on, nothing of any note is worth while 
recording.

The Prospecting Association have taken up an abandoned line of reef on Donkey Hill, and have 
named their tenement the Louisa. The work done is by contract. Up to date nothing payable has been 
discovered.

The tributors on the Curragong leases crushed 192| tons, which yielded 430 oz. 11 dwt.
Gibraltar Hill contributed 32 tons for a yield of 72 oz. 12 dwt. to the Perkins Prothers. Several 

small lots were also treated belonging to different owners.
Cole and party, Mount A drab, crushed 120 tons, which yielded 216 oz. 17 dwt. Live men are 

employed, and from present appearance the claim is alleged to have at least two years’ wTork in sight.
From outlying places about 150 tons of quartz were reduced at the Beefer battery, and about 80 

at the Perseverance battery. One parcel of 11 tons, from "White and party, Tarcutta, yielded 50 oz. 2 
dwt. At the Beefer battery 6 tons of tailings, from Armidale, were treated in Chilian mills, and 1 oz. 
10 dwt. 12 gr. of gold were extracted.

From early times this field has experienced alternating periods of either elevating or depressing 
influences, and the year 1885 is one of the latter. Throughout, the main sources of supply were from the 
two principal lodes on the Victoria and Old hills. The average depth on these lines cannot be more than 
600 feet on tho bunches, although 1,000 feet have been pierced in three different places. Tlie question 
arises, are these lines exhausted, and what remains untouched remains only for the fossicker? If the 
lodes be true, as reputed to he, then there is in the industry a prosperous future which capital and 
renewed energies may demonstrate.

Alluvial Mining.
During the year, at Mr. A. D. Shepard’s leases good work has been done with satisfactory results. 

A large tract of land has been opened and blocked, and over a mile of the lease bored. Throughout the 
ground has been regular. Eighty-five hands are employed, men and boys, and work carried on in two 
shafts, and two shifts of men are engaged. The monthly yields have varied from 320 oz. to 350 oz. The 
lease has been a dividend-paying one to tbe owner.

Mr. A. D. Shepard has of late been making preparations to work his lease by a different system, 
viz., by hydraulic injector. The preparatory works, so far, have been blasting head-race, 100 yards in 
solid rock, and building a stone dam, 1,500 feet.
' Mr. Travers Jones’ tenements below having been worked out he is waiting to get a title to ground 
adjacent.

From other sources of supply the yields have been below the average. The want of water for 
sluicing purposes is one of the causes.

Tbe total yield is slightly in excess of that noted in the previous year. This can be only accounted 
for and is owing to the larger yields from Mr. Shepard’s lease.

From the business transacted, expectation of fresh sources of supply was rife ; but the year has 
not opened out any such worthy of note.

Tuiiot and Adelong Dtstkict—Ktanuha Division. ■
(W. D. Baily, Mining Registrar^)

I have the honor to forward my report for 1885.
Mining matters in this division are very dull.

. The number of miners’ rights issued was 99, as compared with 136 for 1884. The gold won, ex
clusive of that won by the hydraulic companies, was 548. Hydraulic sluicing was carried on at the Four- 
mile and Fifteen-mile, with but poor returns, and at the Eight-mile with but medium returns. The 
manager of the Nine-mile Company reports that he had only 238 hours sluicing, giving a return of 40 oz. 
10 dwt. of gold, and adds that it was the worst season for water experienced on that part of the field for 
tho last twenty years. At New Chum Hill sluicing has been canned on almost continuously, with a return of 
1,065 oz. 19 dwt. 1 gr. This Company purposes raising the dam at Three-mile, and enlarging the race 
from thence to the Pipe Lead dam, so as to enable them to work two nozzles in tbe claim.

One lease of 3 acres has been applied for,
Tumut
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Tcstur asjj Adelong District—Yaiuiaua Ditjsiox.
(J. K. Armstrong, Mining Begistrar.)

Under the auspices of the new Hangatira Gold-mining Company, Limited, a very considevable amount of 
work has been done during the past year at the Jtangatira quartz-mine. A 14-horse power portable 
engine, with pumping apparatus and winding gear, was first erected. Subsequently, on the quartz proving 
payable, a crushing plant, consisting of five stamp-heads, was added ; and up to this time, with the one 
steam-engine, pumping, winding, and crushing have been carried on simultaneously, there being just 
about water enough for crushing obtained from the mine.

A most competent and extremely energetic manager has heen for some time in charge of tins mine, 
and I believe it is possible to make the venture a success. He is the man to do it.

The directors of the Company having come to the conclusion that with a larger plant better results 
would be obtained, are accordingly having a 35-horse power engine, with much larger pumping 
machinery, put up, and it is the intention in due time to make an addition of several more heads of stamps 
to the present battery.

The gold is not quite as good at the present level, as it was shallower, but no doubt at a greater 
depth, judging from appearances so far, results better than ever will be obtained,
i The Minnie quartz-reef at TYnir-mile Creek, about two miles and a half from the Eangatira, is 
just about being started by the proprietors.

_ 'When formerly worked, this mine proved payable for a short time, under very disadvantageous 
circumstances as regards crushing the stone and saving the gold, and the general opinion appears to be 
that the property is now a good one.

Alluvial-mining has still further decreased. Nothing very good has at auy time been found; but 
the want of water during these dry seasons is the principal cause of the falling off.

One or two prospectors are searching for tin between this and Jingellac, believing that some pay
able deposits are to be found; but there is nothing more to report at present on this subject.

Tumut and Adelong District—Alburt Division.
(C. A. Conley, Mining Registrar.)

X have the honor to report as follows:—
During the past year there has been a fair amount of work carried on, but with only indifferent 

results.
Tlie Border Town Company (alluvial) have erected machinery at the Black Range, and have done 

a good deal of work, but, when in a fair way of testing ground, suddenly suspended operations. Tbe 
ground occupied by this Company yielded payable gold twenty years ago, but was abandoned on account of 
the water being too strong; but with the machinery now on the ground it can be easily kept down. No 
doubt it will receive another trial this coming year, as the geueral opinion of miners who know the country 
is that the ground will pay if properly worked.

The quartz yields are as follows:—
Lawson and party, 6 tons for 8 oz.
Brooker and party, 10 tons for 13 oz. 9 dwt.
P. "Wealands and party, 11 tons for 10 oz„ 7 du't.
Pye and party, 11 tons for 10 oz. 7 dwrt.
Pye and party, 14 tons for 27 oz,
Goldsworthy Bros., 44 tons for 19 oz.
Ah Ham and party, 10 tons for 3 oz. 10 dwt.
P. Wealands, specimens, 5 oz.
During the year a very good show has been opened up by Messrs. Englchardt and party, on private 

property, at Splitter’s Creek, some 4 miles urest from Black Range, and a Company, “ The Soudan," has 
been floated, and arc erecting machinery on the ground. No defined reef has been struck, but the stone 
for a width of some 20 feet contains payable gold.

Tumut and Adelong District—Tumut Division.
(<7. J. Lloyd, Mining Registrar.)

The gold-mining in this district appears, from what information I can gather, to he wholly alluvial. 
Mining operations in the district are very slack.

Owing to tbe short time I have been in the district I am unable to give a very full report, but will 
endeavour to collect fuller information during the current year, -

Tumut and Adelong District—Gundagai Division.
((7. W. Weehes, Mining Registrar.)

In presenting my annual report for the year 1885 I am unable to note any marked improvement in 
mining matters. The several gold-minin" Companies mentioned in my last report are still engaged in 
opening up their properties, but none of them arc yet in a position to keep a crushing plant at work. The 
Great Victoria, at Tarrabaudra, have erected a 20-head battery, and expect to be crushing regularly in a 
few weeks. At Bongongolong also a plant is to be erected in connection with T. Walters’ lease at 
Burra. Some capitalists from Wagga Wagga have been tempted to take this affair in hand, and it 
promises very favourable returns.

Several large gold-bearing deposits, in tbe form of dykes, are known to exist near Gundagai, but 
they need more capital to prove their value than local speculators are willing to risk. If the Bongongolong 
Gold-mining Company proves a success a large area of similar country, extending for many miles, will be 
at once taken up and worked.

There are no alluvial workings in this district.
The number of miners’ rights issued was 108; mineral licenses, 3 ; gold leases applied for urns 0, 

aggregating 28 acres; mineral leases applied for was 3, total area ICO acres, all for slate.

80
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TuMIFT ASK AuEtOSO 'DlSTlilCT—Js'nTl’JTEEI.LE DiYTSlOi'.
( G. W. Myers. Mininr/ Registrar) .

I eecbet l-o state that J have ao improvement' to report, with regard to mining matters in this division 
during the year 1885. Only twenty-one miners’ rights were sold during the year. An alluvial discovery 
has been made hy a party oi siv men Hi miles from Nimitybelle. There are notv about fifteen or twenty 
men on the ground, who, I am informed, are getting good payable gold.

61

Peek axd TIkalla. District—Gi.ex Ij'sks Division.
{Mr. IVardr.n Martin, V.M., Glen Inncs.)

The year 1SS5 was on the whole a favourable, one for the chief mining industry of my division, and the 
output of tin exceeded by more than dOO tons the quantity raised in the previous year.

This increase was pretty equally distributed over the shallow, deep, and lode workings, and was 
mainly due to the more abundant rainfall of tbe year, and the adiauco in prices in the Homo market.

An average number of about 650 Chinese and 540 European miners were employed on tribute and
wages.

Capital and labour have been freely expended in prospecting the deep ground underlying the basalt, 
but in very many instances the result has been most disheartening, not even a traeo of tin being found,

As some compensation to the community for these repeated failures, it is pleasing to note that the 
continuation of the famous 'Wesley Lead has been dropped upon by Bailey and party at 140 feet, aud 
proved to extend through Cunneeu and Company’s tribute for a considerable distance westerly.

The old waterway is here about 40 feet wide, with abrupt boundary walls of granite, and as there 
were no surface indications in the nearly level claim to guide the prospectors they were very fortunate, 
indeed, to bottom on so rich a deposit after about two years’ persevering labour in sinking trial shafts.

Mr. Be id, of Tent Hill, who is largely engaged in that particular branch, writes me that—
“ In tin-lode mining a vast amount of money has been expended in the effort to establish a profitable 

industry, but so far the result has been discouraging, for, notwithstanding the promising surface indications 
that arc to be met with in many parts of the district, no lode has yet been proved to be of a permanent 
character. The Glen Smelting Company have had an average of fourteen men employed in raising tin-stone 
from the mine known as the ‘‘ Ottery,” near Tent .Hill, where tho lodes are found 4 to 8 foot in width. 
The stone is of a poor quality, rarely exceeding 3 per cent, of black tin.

“Tke Dutchman aud Torrington lodes arc reported to be much richer, but not so regular in formal ion. 
Several parcels of 100 tons from those mines are said to have yielded 20 per cent, of black tin.

<( Four extensive stamp batteries, with all tho requisite concentrating machinery, are now available 
for lode-tin miners, aud as each plant his been erected in the vicinity of promising outcrops of lode-tin, 
there are reasonable hopes of a much larger output of ore from this source in the future,”

The tin ore from all sources won during the twelve months was, as nearly as could be ascertained, 
as follows:— Tons cwt. qr?.

Trgclatile Crock—Beep loads...................................... t>45 7 2
Lode................................................ 3&2 2 3
Shallow..........................................  1,184 11 3

Glen limes—Shallow workings..................................... 160 0 0

Total..................................... 2,642 5 0

Which, at £53 per ton (the average price at the smelting works), gives a value of £140,039 5s.
The manager of the Tent Hill Smelting Works reports a total of 1,328 tons 1,8 cwt. 3 qr. 2 lb. t.i n ore 

received for reduction during the year, and that the quantity of refined metal forwarded by rail, via Glen 
Tunes, to Newcastle was 885 tons IS cwt. 1 qr, 17 lb. r

All the ore raised and metal produced in the district was sent by rail to Newcastle, with the ex
ception of 110 tons purchased by agents of the Berlimbah Smelting Company, of Brisbane, and forwarded 
to that establishment for reduction.

The rate of wages was unaltered from the previous year, and the supply of labour abundant.

Silver,
Eighteen months have now passed since the mining community of Togo table Creek were startled 

by the news that the massive weathered and liehcn-covered dyke at Little Plant Creek was a silver-bearing 
lode of possibly great value; but the anxious desire which then set in to possess land on compass bearings 
north and south for miles on tho supposed course of the lead has long since died out, without an attempt 
having been made by any of the applicants, other than the prospectors, to test the value of the claims they 
were so clamorous to obtain leases of. Upon portions 1, 2, 3 (originally taken up by Webb, Flannery, 
and Pomroy) alone has any work been done.

An association, known as Webb’s Silver-mining Company, has heen formed to work these 
amalgamated claims, and the manager reports to me as follows :—

“ This Company have kept some 16 miners continually employed in developing the massive 
mineral dyke traversing their land, with a result that has every appearance of returning the Company a 
hundredfold upon their outlay. In the aggregate there have been some 525 feet of sinking and 25 feet of 
driving done.

' “ One shaft has been put down 104 feet, but at this depth the water made so rapidly that the
available hand-powrer was found inadequate to its mastery, aud in consequence it was abandoned in favour 
of workings upon higher ground. Here two shafts have been put down to a depth of 90 feet, and on 
driving to test the silver-bearing portion of tbe lode it was found to bo in one case 14 feet wide, 
assaying 55 ounces to the ton ; and in the other, some considerable distance away, it pioved to be 6 feet 
wide, with an average result in silver of 75 ounces to the ton.

" The principal silver-hearing ore is fahlera (antimony and copper) associated with galena.
“ The gangue is metamorphie slate of a very hard nature, and where not rich in mineral is very 

difficult to shoot a wav.
442—‘L “ The
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“ The country being of a precipitous nature for miles around, ingress to and egress from the 
Company’s works is most difficult at present. As, however, some <£4£l0 is being expended by the Govern
ment in the formation of a road, the worst parts will be made somewhat passable ; but an additional 
expenditure will have to be incurred in this work before machinery to treat the ore can be placed upon 
the ground.”

At Pye’s Creek the silver-bearing lodes have assumed an importance beyond the promise of their 
opening, and indications seem to warrant the miners’ belief in their permanent productiveness and value.

A considerable number of claims have been taken up in tbe parishes of Wellington Yale and 
Annandalc, and assays from various trial shafts give very satisfactory and encouraging results.

Amongst the most promising are Hamilton & Go’s., W. Mason's, and the Sunny Corner.
The ore in Hamilton’s block is f'ahlerK, assaying in picked samples as high as 3,000 oz. of silver ore 

per ton.
Miison’s lode consists of carbonate and sulphide of lead, some of which assays as high as 310 oz. 

of silver to the ton.
The Sunny Corner ore consists of sulphide of lead, and gives by assay up to 100 oz. of silver.
The field is an extensive one, and prospecting is being vigorously carried on in different parts of it.
To meet anticipated wants, a township has been laid out in close proximity to tbe principal claims, 

and about 14 miles from the railway stations at Deepwater and Bolivia, on the Northern Line.
So satisfied are the miners of the value of their discoveries that they have already issued the pro

spectus of a smelting Company to reduce the ores on the spot; aud it appears probable that the shares 
will all be taken locally.

' Gold.
There was an increase in the production of this metal, caused entirely by the settlement of about 

sixty Chinese miners on the old gold-field at Oban.
These men, as tbe returns show, could not individually have earned ordinary wages in a place where 

the deposits are very evenly distributed, and there are no prizes, but want of employment had compelled 
them to leave Vegetable Creek, and they were glad to avail themselves of the certainty of a living in this 
poor man’s country.

Under the special lease regulations capital has been attracted to this field iu the hands of a Mr. 
Fapell, who has undertaken, at an estimated expense of £3,000, to cut through a granite bar, and thus 
drain of impeding water one of the sand flats peculiar to the place.

It is supposed that the underlying deposit of gold will afford a remunerative return when in this 
way laid bare.

The work is in progress, and from the nature of the rock is both difficult and costly.
At Glen Elgin tho continued want of water had almost put a stop to the labours of the few miners 

who have made their homes on the ground and have been long resident there.
To this quarter also capital has been drawn under tbe special lease regulations, the Glen Elgin 

Sluicing Company having been formed to work 80 acres in the bed of the river, at a point very favourably 
situated for their contemplated operations. *

Trial shafts have been sunk across a narrow neck of land through which it is intended to cut a race 
to drain the rivor into a lateral gully at a lower level, and the local manager is of opinion that there is 
sufficient gold in the overlying clay to pay for the sluicing necessary in clearing the channel.

As, however, the river water cannot be brought to the level necessary to effect this object, it has 
been decided to place powerful pumping machinery on the ground to do the work.

When this has been arranged the work of opening the race will be pushed forward vigorously, and 
as the clay and drift do contain gold it is probable that tho manager's anticipations will bo realized.

Irrespective of the labour employed by the special leaseholders, there have been about twenty 
Europeans aud sixty Chinese prospecting and working claims on these twTo fields during the year.

No certain return of the amount of gold won could be obtained, but 1 would estimate it at 300
ounces.

As all the gold found in this division contains a large percentage of silver, its average price does 
not exceed £3 12s. Od. per oz. on the ground. At this price its value would be £1,087 10s.

In addition to the amount of gold won, the Chinese at Oban have also raised about 23 tous of tin- 
ore on this tlie oldest tin-field in the Colonics ; but, even taking this into aeceount, the miners earnings 
have been much below the current rates of wages.

Copper.
A lode of this ore was discovered some years ago near tbe Grafton Eoad, about 18 miles from Glen 

limes, but after sinking two trial shafts the discoverers abandoned the lease.
Bi&muih.

Between thirty and forty men and boys are reported to be engagad at the Kingsgnte mine, but I 
cannot give tbe amount of ore produced, as tbe manager slates that he is not at liberty to furnish 
particulars.

However, as the returns of carriage by railway show that nearly 38 tons of ore were forwarded to 
Newcastle, it is reasonable to suppose that it was raised in this district, and principally from those mines.

Little but prospecting is being done at the Glen Tunes mine.
It is impossible to estimate the value of this ore, as the sale of the ore and melal appears to be in 

the hands of a ring in London, who sell and regulate the price irrespective of the amount produced.
Galena. '

Although this ore is known to exist at Wellingrove, it is not being worked. *
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Peel jlxu Ubalua. District—Binger\ Divisiok 
(il/r. Warden C. Lawson, jP.AT., Bin per a.')

I have the lioiior to transmit my annual report for tbe Bingera portion of the .Peel and Uralla Mining 
District for the year 1883.

The
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The past year has been most uneventful; milling operations almost suspended in consequence of 
the limited rainfall.

Copper.—All operations stopped.
Diamonds.—The Australian Diamond Co. have curtailed their workings, and are quietly testing 

their claims with a few hands. The results of the last washings are satisfactory. Eightv-scven loads 
yielded 1,134! diamonds, weighing 209 carats.

All other parties have suspended labour.
Gold.

But little doing; an odd shaft is now and then put down on the Cemetery Elat, with unsatisfactory 
results.

' Bobby Whitlow.—Some of the reefs arc showing good stone.
Tipper Bingera.—The place is almost deserted. The diamond drill, worked by private enterprise, 

put down three bores without discovering the expected deep reef, after which it was removed. The 
miners are returning to work some of the old claims.

Black Forest.—A shaft has been sunk some 250 feet, but operations are now suspended.
Barraba, Crow’s Mountain.—Eletcher & Co. are breaking down good-looking quartz, and expect 

good results when they crush.
Tea-tree Creek.—Since the rainfall a few hands have returned to the alluvial.

- Duke and party have struck rich stone in tho chum adjoining Dyson’s in Opossum Grully.
Some of the old claims—Beading’s mid Shamrock Beefs—are taken in hand by a Company, who 

intend to erect machinery and properly test tbe reefs. From information gathered, I consider I am 
justified in advising the gold returns from this district are probably less than they have been since it was 
declared a gold-field.
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Fkel and Uhai.la Disritrcr—Tamwoutii Division',

(Mr. Warden Irving, B.M., Tavmorth.)
I have the honor to report upon that portion of the mining district of Peel Biver and Uralla which is 
under my charge, for the year 1885, as follows:—

There 1ms been no mining prosecuted in this part of the mining district worthy of note during
1885.

I am not aware of any gold claim that can be termed payable.
There are some leases for mining for tin and for manganese in the extreme north-eastern bounds 

of my district, but I do not hear of any ore being brought from these leased lands.
4 The number of miners’ rights issued duriug 1885 was eight, and mineral licenses for same term of 
issue, four.

Peel and Uralla District—Scone Division.
(Mr. Warden W. F. Barker, B.M., Scone.')

I have the honor to forward my third annual report upon the Scone Division of the Peel and Uralla Mining 
District under my charge. 1 am sorry that I cannot report any material improvement in the mining industry 
in this division, but I have great hopes that this year will be an improvement on the last.

Last week I visited Moonan Brook (tbe Denison) Diggings, distant from Scone about 40 miles in a 
north-easterly direction. At Moonan there is a 10-stamp battery worked by water-power, which, 1 am sorry 
to say, has only heen partially worked during the past year. I found only eighteen miners working on quartz- 
reefing. .1. visited the Tunnel (Fuller’s Reef), worked by E. Williams and party. I found that during last 
year 205 tons of stone bad been raised and crushed, yielding a return of 190 oz. of gold. Mr. Williams 
showed me all through the tunnel, and I ascertained that the shareholders had made a recent discovery in 
No. 2 stope, 700 feet in tho tunnel, at a depth of 400 feet from the surface. Mr. Williams informed me 
that a trial crushing of that stone had yielded 1 oz. of gold to the ton, and that himself and brother share
holders fully expect to receive a handsome return from same during the present year. I also learnt that 
one or two new reefs had been recently discovered, the stone of which looks remarkably well. 94 tons of 
stone was raised and crushed from the Boozer Beef, yielding 100 oz. of gold ; the total quantity of stone 
crushed at Moonan, at Williams & Go’s machine, being 325 tons, which yielded a total of 315 oz. of gold.

Stewart's Brook.—There arc seventeen men working there, all on quartz-rcefmg. 300 tons of quartz 
bad been crushed there during the past year, averaging about 1 ounce of gold to the ton. The total quantity 
of stone raised and crushed at Moonan and Stewart’s Brook during 1885 being 625 tons, yielding 605 oz, of 
gold. I may state, for your information, that in consequence of the drought last year several of the miners, 
with their families, were compelled to leave the Denison for other fields. By to-day’s mail train I forward 
you a small box of quartz specimens obtained from Moonan Brook (way-bill enclosed).

I may also state that at Stewart’s Brook there is a first-class 5-stamp battery, also worked by water
power, which I regret to state is not kept constantly at work. The value of the gold raised in this division 
during last year is upwards of £2,000.

The Mining Registrar’s report will inform you of the number of miners’ rights and business licenses 
issued here during tbe past year. ’

Peel and Uralla District—Nundle Division.
(ilfr. Warden Jones, P.M., Nundle.)

I have the honor to transmit you my annual report for the Nundle Division of the Peel and Uralla Mining 
District.

Beefs.
A vciy decided improvement has taken place in this branch of the mining industry during the year 

in this district. Seven leases were applied for, and are now being vigorously worked. The best paying at 
present is the John Bull, Bowling Alley Point, The reefs at the Hanging Bock will, I believe, upon being

further
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further tested, become good paying mines. Gold lias now been found in the reefs east of the Serpentine, in the 
claim of M'jSTeilly, and also in that of Tomlinson and Northmore. This should induce the energy and attention 
of the prospector to this locality. The Old Gladstone is again in full work, showing sufficiently encouraging 
prospects as to induce the shareholders to erect a steam-power engine to diive their crushing plant. The 
Brown Snake, after a determined prospect of thirteen months, is now showing good gold in a small leader. 
The Black Snake and the Lady Mary are also at work. In addition to reefs at work at Bowling Alley lash 
year, there are two—the Lord Carrington and the Moonlight; the Marquis of Lome, on tho Peel River 
Estate—have done nothing since my last report but dead work, to cut the reef at a lower depth.

Allmitt}.

During this year, as well as last, this class of mining has almost been in total suspension, and from 
the same cause—the want of water. When water was available the result was a good win of gold. Until 
that scheme on one occasion strongly recommended by Mr. Slee, and recently by Mr. Wilkinson, is carried 
out, namely, the bringing of a supply from Callaghan’s Swamp, alluvial mining here will be of an uncertain 
character. It is the opinion of mining experts that a Company formed to carry out this work will receive 
handsome dividends in working land on their own account, and by the sale of their surplus water. The Mount 
Pleasant Cement Company have had many difficulties to contend with, and the result, I regret to add, was not a 
more payable one. The Mount Ephraim, from the want of water, had to totally suspend operations. Splendid 
gold has lately been found at Spring Gully, near the Hanging Rock, by Rackham and party, on their 3-acre 
lease, the depth of sinking being 40 feet. 1 purchased two pieces weighing 1 oz. 13 dwt.

Copper.

Owing to the low price of this metal, no work lias been done on the Dungowan mines since my last 
report. The Mount Pleasant Company had an assay made upon ore in their claim, and found it contained 
gold at the rate of 12 dwt. to the ton. They now intend putting a few tons through the Marquis of Lorno 
machine for a further test. Should it realize as well as the assay tins property will be as valuable as any 
in the district, and will start into activity mining operations at Dungowan.

The visit of Mr. 0. S. Wilkinson, F.L.S., E.G.S., was the most interesting event of the year. He 
inspected nearly every claim and many of the old and abandoned workings, giving valuable instructions to 
the miners, and his exhaustive report will materially assist towards the development of tho great mineral 
wealth of this district.

The gold won during the year was 2,647 oz. 5 dwt. IS gr., an increase of 447 oz. upon the yield of
1884. I find great difficulty in arriving at a true estimate of the gold actually found, as many small 
parcels that would total a considerable amount are sold privately,

I believe this year will show a further progress.
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Pjcku a>tjj UnALLA Disteict—AnunuLii Division.

{Mr. Warden C. A’. Smith, P.M.. Armidale.)
I unr. to submit my annual report for the portion of the Peel and Uralla Mining District under my 
charge for the year 1SS5. .

During the past twelve months the yield of gold, owing to various circumstances, has been small, tho 
dry season being alleged as an excuse for frequent applications for permission to suspend work, and want of 
proper machinery and capital has been stated is a great draw back to the full development of auriferous 
quartz-reefs. Quartz-crushing has been almost at a standstill, and, judging from the quantity operated on, 
a poor return is shown, yielding but little profit or encouragement to continue tlie work.

The Eleanor Gold-mining Company, at Hillgrove Falls, raised 2,320 tons of quartz, which yielded 
1,499 oz. 1 dwt. 22 gr., valued at £5,514 19s. 3d.; and the directors report—"The yield for 1885 having been 
smaller than for 1884, while the expenses of raising the stone have heen greater, the directors decided to 
add air compressors and rock drills to their plant, and having every confidence in their engineer and mining 
manager, Mr. -I. D. Schuler, they instructed him to draw plans and specifications, which were entrusted to 
Messrs. Wayman and Kay, of Stawell (Victoria), to he carried into effect. This machinery was erected 
in time for it to be tried in December, and hi January, 1886, it will he started at regular work. The 
directors believe that these drills will add largely to the output of stone, and eventually lead to the erection 
of additional stampers. Two whims have been erected, and will suffice for some time to come. Dams are 
in good order, and though the weather has heen dry there has been no scarcity of water for all requirements. 
The directors anticipate a better result from the operations of 1886.

The Company employ from thirty to forty men j have a battery of ten stampers, with fixed and percussion 
tables : ten verdan basins; air-compressing machinery and rock drill, and use two whims. Have sunk two 
shafts, one 99 feet and the other 103 feet. Value of their plant, £3,500.

The Isabella Company, at Hillgrove Falls, have expended about £4,000 in machinery, dams, and 
mining operations, and have raised 250 tons of stone ready for crushing. The work has heen at a standstill 
for some time, owing to defective machinery and other causes, and no gold has been won from this Company’s 
mine. Tlie directors expect work will be resumed shortly under the management of a mining engineer of 
considerable experience. '

The new rush to Tilbuster, now named "The Duval Gold-field,” about 6 miles northerly from Armi- 
dale, and close to the Glen Inncs road, drew a considerable number of persons, and good prospects were 
obtained in shallow sinkings near Sandy Creek, and in the creek-bed fossickers obtained gold a few feet 
from the surface. Hopes were entertained that a payable Jead would be discovered, and now 100 men 
are at work, and appear disposed to give this new gold-field a fair trial. No very rich finds have heen re
ported ; and it is alleged gold is now found in payable quantities, though the finders are reticent as to the 
amount obtained.

It is difficult to ascertain the quantity of gold that has been won, as a considerable proportion is said to 
be forwarded privately for sale to Sydney, where more satisfactory prices are procured. So far as the 
reports extend, about 2,760 oz. have been secured.

The
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Tlie Elenor Company repoii having raised 2S tons of antimony, valued at £1!)G. When the market 
value of tliis mineral increases to such a rate as will leave a considerable margin for profit to mine-owners, 
no doubt employment to a large number of miners will lie afforded, as the supply of antimony that is 
obtainable is said to be almost inexhaustible.

At Watson’s Creek and Giant’s Don tin-mining has been carried on with every prospect of ultimate 
success. The few Companies who hold mineral leases have only recently commenced operations, and the 
Perseverance Company is credited with having raised 5 tons, valued at £5i a ton. '

Pl!KL AND UnALLA DISTRICT—ARMIDALE DIVISION.
(C. L, C. Badham, Mining llegist/rar.)

1 havk the honor to inform you that I find, on inquiry, about 1,597 oz. 4 dwt. of gold have been purchased 
by the local banks, dec., during the year 1S85, representing a total value of about £5,989 10s. The return 
in question is principally derived from tho Elenora Gold-mining Company’s quartz-claim and the new Duval 
gold-field, commonly known as the Tilbuster Gold-field, which attracted attention at the close of the past 
year. _ _ _ . _ ,

I anticipate the returns of gold will be much larger for the year 1886, owing to tlie enterprise of the 
shareholders of the Elenora mine having erected machinery and rock drills for the purpose of further 
developing their resources. At present there are about 100 men at work on what is known as the Tilbuster 
Gold-fields. Some of these, there is reason to believe, are doing very well, and others, it appears, arc not 
making fair wages.

I regret I am unable to furnish even a rough estimate of tlie quantity of gold produced in this por
tion of the district, as a number of the local miners send their gold to Sydney direct, where they state they 
obtain a better price for the same than if they sold it on the spot.

During the past twelve months I find the number of miners’ rights issued was 258 ; mineral licenses, 
1 • business licenses, 2; and that for gold-mining leases three were applied for, and no application was made 
for a mineral lease.

Perl and Uralla District—Nundle Division.
(JZ. W, Jones, Mining Begistrar.)

1 have the honor to forward yon my annual report upon the Nundle Gold-field.
This field, on the whole, has shown a decided improvement upon the previous year, and I have reason 

to anticipate that it will continue, as the reefs iu the district are now commanding much more iittcutiou.
I have issued out of my office :—

Miners’ righls..................   17ii
Business licenses .............................................................................. 9
Mineral license .................................................................................. 1

I have registered twenty-three alluvial claims, two quartz claims, two machine sites, nine gold
mining leases applied for.

There were crushed at the Marquis of Lome :—
OTi, dwt, gr.

12G tons, with tbe result.................................................. 259 15 0
300 tone, tbe Princess Louise.......................................... 100 0 0

426 359 15 0

or nearly 13 dwt. to the ton as tlie average. This small average arises through tho 300 tons of poor stone 
crushed at the Princess Louise, by the owner, who did not expect to recover more than crushing expenses. 

'The value of the machinery now on the field is £4,000, of which £1,000 was placed this year.
The want of water retarded the alluvial mining greatly,' but some of the river and creek claims were 

enabled to work to advantage.

Peel and Uralla District—Barraba Division.
(K. T. Garland, Mining Begistrar.)

During the past year 1 issued forty-six minors’ rights and one business license. A number of miners left 
the district owing to tho scarcity of water. Crow Mountain.—Messrs. Williams and party have left, aud 
Messrs Fletcher, Myers aud Hagan arc now the only occupants of tliis hitherto rich locality. Tlie old 
Try Again is idle. Messrs. Fletcher & Company have a large quantity of quartz stacked, and their battery 
at a standstill awaiting a supply of water.

Woods’ Beef, or the Old and New England Gold-mining Company’s Beef, is idle, and has been for 
tlie last four months, and tho manager, Mr. Ponder, has loft the district.

Tea-tree Creek.—There aro a few fossickers, who have been here for a number of years, making a 
fair living, but lately Messrs. Stephenson and Dukes have been prospecting for a Company known as the 
Barraba Pioneer Gold-mining Company, and, from what I can hear, with every prospect of success. 
Beading’s Beef, for many years worked and proved to he payable, is under suspension awaiting machinery, 
&c.

Peel and Uralla District—Walcha Division.
(E. Marriott, Mining Begistrar.)

In obedience to the instructions contained in your circular-letter of the 16th November last, I have now the 
honor to forward herewith my report on the mining industry in this district for the year 1885.

2. From inquiries made, I regret to say there is no improvement on last year’s report, owing to the 
continued dry weather and want of capital to develop the mines in this district.

3, Gold-mining.
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Bee Appendices 3. Gold-mining.
’ ' 1. Glen Morrison.—No-work appears to have been done on these reefs during the part year.

2. Tia liiver Reefs.—Messrs. Mattheson and M‘Intyre report as follows:—“This year we have been 
about forming a Company for the better working of the ground, as we have to contend with a good deal of

<AppendixNo. i) water, which requires steam-power aud pumps and other additional improvements. We expect the new 
Company will start work by the end of January, 1886.

3. Nowendoc.—Mr. Thomas Laurie reports :—“ There is only a limited number of miners working at 
the present time, for various reasons, the dryness of the season causing a scarcity of water being one of the

(AppendixNo.!!.) principal drawbacks. Those that are at work seem satisfied with their earnings, and mostly confined to 
alluvial workings; and one party is and has been driving into a high mountain under the basalt, having gone 

. in about 200 ft., with a fair show of gold throughout, but not payable as yet.
“ The copper claims are still idle, and not likely to start, copper being of too low value in the 

market,”
The writer, however, expresses his opinion that there is “ plenty of gold in the locality, if looked for.”
4. Mr. Henry Whitton has registered a prospecting protection area at No wen doc, on tlie head of 

Nuggetty Gully and the Woolcrowe, now known as Mount Carrington, but not having as yet received any 
oflicial report as to his prospects I cannot give any further particulars.

4. Copper-mining.
1, Coopera Cv/rraba Copper-mine, Nowendoc.—Messrs. James Russell and William Cope, proprietors.
Mr James Russell reports :—“ The main shaft has been sunk to a depth of 45 feet; lode at bottom

(AppendixNo.s.) of shaft fully 4 feet 6 inches wide and well defined, which has improved in quality the last few feet from 8 
to 14 per cent,, which has every appearance of further improvement in sinking. No. 2 shaft, north of the 
main shaft, has been sunk about 22 feet witli very fair prospects. The above shafts have been sunk on the 
course of the lode which underlie east with southern dip. No. 3 shaft, which is fully a quarter of a 
mile still further north, on a second lode, showing about 14 feet wide, with good indications, has not been 
opened out as yet; shaft about 12 feet deep.”

2. Work has been suspended on this Company’s claim owing to the working manager (Mr. James 
Russell) having met with an accident by the explosion of some blasting powder in his face ; but work will be 
resumed as soon as a reaction takes place in the copper market.

5. No gold-mining leases, and only three mineral leases (copper), were applied for during the year.
6. The number of miners’ rights, <kc., issued was:—

86

Miners’ rights........................................................................ 29
Business licenses.................................................................... Nil.
Mineral licenses ....................................................... Nil.

7. The quantity of gold purchased in the town amounts to about 25 ox. Local value, £3 12s. fid. 
per ounce.

Peel and Up, all a Disteict—Ukalla Division.
(A. -JP-ffice, Mining Registrar.)

I have the honor to furnish my annual report of this gold-field for the year 1885.
The mining operations, which are principally sluicing, have been very much restricted by the drought 

which has prevailed throughout the year, the rainfall being the least that 1ms taken place for a long period.
The Long Tunnel Company has been persistently working, but up to the present with poor results.
The principal sluicing claims, Young's, Anderson's, Dewson’s, & others, have been through lack of 

water comparatively unproductive.
No new find lias been made, and under such adverse circumstances tlie yield of gold cannot compare 

favourably with other years. The amount of gold sold to the local bank, 1,047 m. 16 dwt. 23 gr., and this, 
with other remaining in private hands and disposed of in other ways, about 100 oz., would make the amount 
of gold won 1,14S oz.

The recent rains have not benefited this field for mining purposes, and the miners are anxiously 
looking forward to the filling of their dams.

Peel and Uralla District—Glen Innes Division.
(V. 1). JI. Jiesnard, Mining Registrar.)

Herewith I have the honor to transmit my annual report of Glen Jnnes Division of thePeel and Uralla 
Mining District. „

The number of mineral licenses issued for 1885 amounts to 41, as against 35 for the previous year, 
and of miners' rights 85, tlie number granted in 1884 being 39. This increase is no doubt to be accounted 
for by the break up of the drought, which has enabled miners to prospect localities that for a long time 
before had been without water.

Two special gold-leases—one SO acres at Glen Elgin, and another for 25 acres at Oban Creek—have 
been applied for; and three applications for old forfeited measured portions at Nuggetty Gully, Ward’s 
Mistake, have been received, but in these cases a refund of the deposit money lias been applied for.

One mineral lease was applied for in the parish of Bald Nob and refused; and two others, in tlie parish 
of Kingsgate (previously surveyed) have been taken up.

Although mining matters have improved slightly, so far as the sale of miners' rights, <fcc., is concerned, 
I do not anticipate any very great change for the bettor in the prospects of the district. I am glad, how
ever, to state that the shareholders in the Glen Elgin claim have informed me that they are determined

thoroughly
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thoroughly to test the creek at that place,in which gold has long been known to exist; and they are already 
engaged in tlie work of diverting the water, so as to he enabled more effectually to deal with the deposits in 
the bed of the present stream, _

In most cases it is extremely difficult to obtain accurate information : and in some interested persons 
refuse to give any about the yield of minerals on their leaseholds.

Peel and Ukalla Djsteict—Benpemeeh Division.
{L. H. Stumbles, Mining Registrar.)

I have the honor to report for your information that during tho year ending December 31st, 1885, there 
have been eighteen applications for mineral leases received at this office, for the purpose of mining for tin, that 
being the only mineral at present worked in this district. There have been ten mineral licenses and six miners’ 
rights issued from this office. The Perseverance Tin Company is tlie only one that has raised tin, which was dis
posed of at the rate of £54 per ton. This Company’s ground shows excellent prospects. The Bendeemer Tin
mining Company have been testing their ground, making dams, races, anderecting machinery, the value of which 
is about £3,000. This Company expect to wash tin in the early part of next year.

Peel and Uralla District—Tint:ha Division.
(W. Norton, Mining liegistra/r.)

I have the honor to report that the mining industry has not recovered from its depressed state of 1884. 
The output for the past year falls short of that for 1884 by 558 tons. A good deal of work in connection 
with diamond mining has, I understand, been done in the parish of Mayo ; and report states that large num
bers of diamonds have been obtained, but as to this T cannot speak with any certainty. Recently land has 
been taken up in tbe remote south-west portion of the division for tho purpose of working bismuth. If the 
specimen shown me is a fair sample of the reef it should turn out very well.

Peel and Uralla District—Bingera Division.
{Thomas Connolly, Mining Registrar.)

Mining, generally, in tliis district has been unexceptionally dull. One cause is want of water, and the other so 
much ground locked up in leases at Upper Bingera, and no work done on them. The consequence is the small 
return of gold. I have issued 1G5 miners’ rights, forty-two mineral licenses, and two business licenses for the 
year. Twenty-seven mineral and eleven gold-mining leases have been applied for, and the total amount of 
gold, as far as can be ascertained, is 500 ounces.

Hunter and Macleay District—Copeland Division.
(Mr. Warden De Boos, P.M., Copeland.)

No more unpleasant duty can fall to the lotof a gold-fields Warden than having to report upon twelve months 
of gradual but continuous decadence of the field of which be has the charge. Such, however, is the 
unpalatable task that is now before me, and look at it in any way that I will I cannot get away from the 
manifest certainty that the prospertty of the Copeland gold-field has been ebbing and ebbing during tbe last 
twelve months until now it is, let me hope, at dead low-water mark.

The causes of this decadence are not far to seek. In tho first place, the drought which has pre
vailed during the past year has affected this district as seriously as if it had been situated in the arid 
country of the western interior instead of being, as it is, in the midst of the coast range where a fair rainfall 
is usually anticipated. Following, as it did, upon the droughts of two preceding years, both of which were 
severely felt here, the consequences have been much more serious than they would have been from any one 
casual dry year. The long absence of rain, with the prevalence of dry winds and the aid of a burning sun, 
have not merely parched tlie surface and evaporated the waterholes, but have actually had the effect of 
drying up the subsoil to such an extent that, except in one or two of the deepest mines, under-ground water 
is not to be met with. Thus, the Prince Charlie machine, and to some extent the Rainbow machines, which 
had hitherto been materially assisted in crushing by the under-ground water, raised for the use of the 
machine, have heen deprived of this resource. Crushing lias been thus at a standstill, except by fits and 
starts as a passing shower, heavier than ordinary, gave a temporary supply—only too temporary indeed, as 
it had to be used at once before soakage and evaporation swallowed up and dispersed it.

In the second place, the want of capital most seriously militates against the systematic and only 
profitable mode of working the field. I mentioned in my last annual report that the field was all but 
entirely dependent upon the energy, enterprtse, and capital of persons resident thereon. These could not 
be expected to hold out against the discouragements they encountered. With no crushings to recruit the 
capital, it must of necessity become exhausted in time, whilst the energy would relax and the enterprise be 
deadened, as the means of carrying on gradually melted away. Thus, in the natural course of events, no 
outside capital coming in, and no inside capital developing itself, the men came to the end of their financial 
tether, and, disheartened and discouraged, one by one gave up the struggle. Again, miners working in this 
way—from hand to mouth as it may be termed—cannot afford to take tbe stone out on a face, as it comes, 
in the same way as a Company with capital and resources at its disposal would do, putting the whole of the 
stone through the batteries, and making up by quantity what may be lacking in quality. The raising, 
carting, and crushing is just the same for half-ounce as for two, four, or twenty ounce stone. Indeed, what 
with the expense of breaking the stone out, raising it to the surface by the costly and dilatory windlass 
method, carting to the machine, and then paying for crushing, the stone becomes so heavily handicapped 
that anything under 2 ounces to the ton will do very little more than pay expenses; and where the vein 
is narrow, as is usually the case when the stone is rich, even 3 ounces will barely pay expenses. To 
save the expense of raising, (he., poor stone the miners resort to the practice of breaking out only that stone 
which they consider to be payable, prospecting the underground workings until a shoot of gold is fornd 
and then following along that shoot so long as payable gold is seen in tbe stone. This is in every way a

most
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most unprofitable mode of working. It peacoeks tlie mine, jacking out tlie golden eyes, leaving behind a 
lot of poor stone that is never likely to be worked under the existing state of affairs, and putting tho under
ground workings into a state of chaos, such as only a very heavy expenditure would set to rights should any 
successor to the present mineholder ever feel inclined to work the mine systematically. It is likewise a 
very expensive method of breaking out stone, since it can neither be got at so readily nor obtained in such 
quantities as when worked fairly on the face with plenty of room. But necessity has no law, and the 
miner, always hoping against hope, anticipates that every blow of the pick may possibly be bringing him 
nearer to that wonderful deposit that is to make his pile, and repay him for the many years of toil aud 
hardship he has gone through to reach it. The days of astounding finds such as he dreams of have passed 
away, and they have now become mere matters of history, in so far as this field is concerned; and tho 
miner must be content with matter of fact, and consider himself fortunate if he clears good wages with a 
small margin for future work, after paying all expenses,

Thus one by one the miners have fallen away, as their funds were exhausted or their hopes died out, 
and a greatly diminished body were left behind at Copeland to greet tlie arrival of Christmas.

It will be seen by the return I send you herewith that no very extraordinary crushings have taken 
jdace during the year, still they are so far encouraging as showing that a good field for mining labour exists 
here, if that labour were only judiciously employed, and tho present exorbitant expenses attached to winning 
the gold from the stone after it has been raised were kejit down to a reasonable amount. I have dwelt 
upon this point in former reports to such an extent that I fear I may be accused of unpleasant iteration if 
I dealt with it on the present occasion. Suffice it then to say that tliis field will never see palmy days 
until it is worked by large companies, with available capital, permanent water, and continuous crushing.

Even as it is, the return does not show out badly, considering tlie number of miners on the ground. 
I have gone carefully over the miners' rights issued during the past year, and I find that the number of 
actual working miners was only seventy, the remainder being persons not actual miners, but who take out 
miners’ rights for the purpose of holding mining interests of different kinds. The total value of the gold 
produce here during the year was .£3,498 17s. Gd., which, divided amongst the seventy miners, would give, 
within a few pence, £50 to each man—a very fair amount, considering the very erratic and intermittent 
way in which work is carried on.

Another fact worthy of consideration is that 480 tons of tailings were put through tlie Rainbow 
machine for a return of 5 dwt. to the ton. As this result was obtained with only tho ordinary battery 
appliances, no extra trouble being taken with them, but the tailings being just run under the stampers, as in 
the case of a common crushing, and with only the usual plate and table, wo can give a very fair surmise as 
to the quantity of gold that has been fairly washed away with the tailings in former crushings. Had some 
one of the many gold-saving appliances now in use been employed over this treatment of the tailings it is 
to be inferred that tlie yield of gold would have been very much larger. And further, it may be very 
reasonably calculated that had tlie stone been crushed in the first instance with due care, and with 
something more than the mere plates and tables to save the gold, the return 'to those who raised the quartz 
would have been very much larger than it was.

Then, again, fifty tons of refuse stone is collected and crushed, and returns half an ounce of gold to 
tlie ton. Something must be radically wrong in a system under which such an anomaly becomes possible. 
These two instances are sufficient to show the melancholy mismanagement in the working of this field, and 
of themselves to account for the present depression. "With one or two exceptions, the companies which have 
been in existence here, and from which great things were anticipated, have been worked only in a careless, 
half-hearted way, that has ended, as was to be expected, in their coming to grief. Possibly they may have 
been victimised in the first instance, in tho terms upon which they obtained possession of their property, 
and this, on being discovered, may have soured shareholders to such an extent as to cause them subsequently 
to look with disfavour upon the whole venture, so that they have first lagged over and then refused the 
payment of calls. The miners employed, receiving their wages irregularly, and doubtful as to their ultimate 
payment, have shirked work, and have given as little labour as possible for wages that might never be 
received; and so the end soon came—no returns from the mine, and collapse of the Company. This is the 
history of more than one Company during the past year.

It is refreshing to turn to the pleasing contrast to these Companies that is offered by the operations 
of the Centennial and Baal Gammon G.M. Co., which, with a perseverance that deserves the reward 
aimed at, continues to push forward its tunnel at the two creeks, to cut the old Centennial reef. Tliis reef 
was a very handsomely paying one at the time when work had to be knocked off, owing to the impossibility 
of keeping down the water in the mine with the appliances then at hand. As the erection of the pumping 
machinery at the summit of the Centennial Hill, for the shaft is hut a short distance from the summit, 
would have been very costly, and as pumping would have been a continuous expense, the Company deter
mined to reach the reef by means of an adit from the two creeks, which would effectually drain the mine in 
the first instance, and in the second give any amount of quartz in the handiest position for being worked, 
that is, overhead. They have now got their tunnel 671 feet into the hill, and have given a contract for 
another 100 feet, which they hope will reach the reef. In a special report last year I gave you full 
particulars concerning, and as the Inspector of Mines has also reported at length upon it, it will be sufficient 
for me to say here that personally I have no doubt whatever as to the Company ultimately cutting the reef 
driven for ; but I am afraid that they will have to go further in than they have calculated upon, since the 
probability is that tlie reef, when in firm, settled, and light country, will be found to be almost vertical.

The Prince Charlie Company have their property ou Church and School Lands and therefore out of 
my jurisdiction. With the execj>tion of a small crushing at the beginning of tire year, most of which was 
refuse stone, it has been lying quite idle. It is a splendid property, with a well-defined reef averaging fully 
30 in. in width, and the stone yielding from oz. to 1 oz. to the ton. This Company has got into a most 
lamentable tangle, resulting iu a deadlock, all of which might have been prevented had Church aud School 
Land mines been brought under the operation of the Mining Act.

The Boranel reefs have been worked during the year with just sufficient labour to keep them going. 
None of the stone from this locality has given less than 4 oz. to the ton, on a crushing of ID and 20 tons; 
but, as the nearest battery is at Kerriput, and as a very heavy mountainous country intervenes in tlie 8 miles 
which separates the mine from the battery, the expense of carting is too great to allow of even this yield to 
he payable. In the exercise of what I considered to be a just discretion I have allowed the two leases

existing
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existing iiere to be worked with half labour until pro\ ision for crushing can be made. I am given to under
stand that this will shortly be the case, as fresh blood has been brought into the Company. An offer has 
just been made for the purchase of the Kerriput machine, which has been idle for the last twelve months, 
and I am informed that there is a likelihood of its being accepted.

, At Cobark and Kerriput nothing is doing, and at the Bowman only one lease is at work. I am 
happy to say, however, that the owners of this lease, who have stuck to their ground through great discour
agement, are now upon good stone. Indeed it requires to be good to be in any way payable, since there is 
no crushing power at the Bowman, and the quart?, has to be brought into Copeland to be dealt with.

Parties at the Little River have been working peaceably since the amalgamation of the rival and 
contending interests, but they have been getting no remarkable returns during tlie year. Reefs have been 
opened in two localities within a few miles of Dungog, but in neither has the stone proved of such a character 
as to justify a continuance of work.

The return appended will give you a history of the yield from each, claim on this field that was 
erushed during the year, Tlie number of miners1 rights issued during the year was 130, as against 145 for 
1884; the business licenses for 1885 were u for twelve months and 29 for six months, as against 11 for twelve 
months and 41 for six months during 1884. In tlie year just passed there were 9 applications for leases of 
auriferous tracts, viz.: 4 for 2 acres, 4 for 3 acres, and 1 for 4 acres, as against 29 applications during 1884.
Table showing all the machinery at work and idle in the Copeland Division for the year ending 31st

December, 1885.
QUAHTZ-MIXim

Numljer. Description nf Machinery. Number at v,oik,
Aggregate Horse'iiower of j Steam-engines. Number idle. Motive power. Value.

1 Prince Charlie, 15-stainpcr battery .......... 10 1 12 5 Steam
£

1,0002 Thomas’ Machine, 10-stamper battcrv...... 10 | 12 5003 Rainbow, 10-stamper battery...................... 10 1 14 Steam 5004 Hidden Treasure, 10-stamper battery...... 10 14 Steam 1,0005 Kerriput Machine, 5-stamper battery .... 14 5 Water 300fi Hidden Treasure K,, pumping machinery . 14 5007 Cobark, Chilian mill ................ 1 Water 30

£4,330

Particulars relating to Mines producing Gold during the'year 1885. 
Compiled from Companies' returns.

Name.
1

Greatest Deepest Width ot Quartz
Depth, | level. lode. crushed,

Prince Charlie
feet
205

feet Inches.
150 12 to 4$

Tons04

Prince Patrick 00 00 12 to 30 34

Mechanics 250 250 0 20
Mountain Maid...........

Mountain Maid No. 1 K . 
Mountain Maid No. 2 E. 
Hidden Treasure .... 
Hidden Treasure N.......
Hidden Tretunu-o No. 1 S. 
Welcome Stranger ........

512 420 0 . 39
270 250 1 6 34
210 205 ■ 4 to 15 38401 401 1 24 m
300 300 ! C • 80
so; 305 | 12 , 40

.... | 11

Lucky Hit .... 
Lod> Jiclmoro 
Ciolden Spur ..

120
7fi

400
115

75
1160

4 lo 12 0 S
M3DDA

Homeward Hound 
Town and Country 

iiomnel P. C. Co...

30 30
40 46

30

225 220 32 to 50
17

Porancl No. 1.................
Notloy.........................
Hidden Treasure ........

Hidden Treasure ........
Rainbow.........................
Rainbow........................

130 IS

200
rj

1
430

CO

1,333}

Yield. Value. Dip in 
■vein. Strike of \cin,

021 d. g, 
20 7 0

10 7 0 

30 0 0

£.. s. d. 
71 4 C

30 4 0 

135 10 0

S. by E. 

S.E.

E.

N.E. & S.W.

NX & 8.W. 

N. &S.

Value Of 
plant.

£
lf500

05 14 0

172 0 0 | 
123 0 0 

31 7 0 
13 10 0
31 7 0 35 0 O

229 12 0

rate 0 0
430 10 0 110 0 0 

47 7 6
100 0 0 122 10 0

S.

S-S.w,w.
w.

N.W. & S.E.
E. &W.K. k W.
N. k S.
N &S.
N.& S.

100
50
50lf000

500
50
25

121 2 0 I3fi 6 10 22 0 0
423 10 0 
477 2 6 

77 0 0
E.
S.
S.

N &S.
E, k W. 

N.K.&S.W,
1010

17 15 14 02 1 0

25 0 0 ST 10 0
0 11 21 2 2 0
2 17 5 9 10 0

120 0 0 4-20 0 0
30 0 0 10D 0 0

1,017 5 2 3,498 17 G

E. N. & S. 10
E. N.fc S. 10
S. E, & W. 10

S. E. k W. 10

Remark?.

On C. and S. Lands ; 
idle for last nine 
months*

On C. and 5. Lands ; 
Idle for tlie la $t 
nine months.

30£ tons stone 
raised; 10} not 
crushed.

84 tons raised ; 45 
not crushed.

52,} tons at grass, 
waiting crushing,

4 tons remain to he 
crushed; work, 
mere fossicking 
amongst surface 
leaders.

A shoot of golden 
Stone taken out of 
an abandoned 
lease.

12 tons of stone 
awaiting crushing.

50 tons at grass 
waiting1 to bo 
Crushed.

30 tons at grass 
awaiting crushing.

Parcel of headings 
and refuse quartz.

Trial crushing of 
tailings.

Parcel of pyritous 
blanketings.

Heap of tailings run 
through battery. 

t Refuse quartz from 
several mullockheaps
being an. average of 

nearly 15} dwt, to 
the ton; or taking 
off the 766 tons of 
tons of refuge stuff 
of the last five 
lines, the average 
yield will be a 
little under 1} oz. 
to the ton, being 
507 tons for B38 
Oz. 16 dwt.
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Hunter and Macleay District—Bulladelah Division.
{Mr. Warden C. JI. J'aivceH, P.M., Bulladelah.)

I do myself tbe honor to report that lately a good deal of work has been carried out at the Mountain 
Widow and Mountain Maid claims at the Coolongolook Beefs.

From the former a large quantity of stone was forwarded to Sydney, and although I have not 
ascertained how it turned out, I believe the result has heen rather disappointing ; nevertheless, I saw gold 
in every piece of stone I picked up when I visited the claim this month. At present a tunnel is being 
driven to an old shaft on the claim for the purpose of ventilation.

At the Mountain Maid much labour has been expended in substantially retimbering the shaft and 
getting rid of the water. When I visited it I heard that a Sydney capitalist proposes to erect ample 
machinery, and work it in conjunction with the Cnrreki, on condition that a certain quantity of stone to be 
sent to Sydney turns out favourably. If this takes place, I have no doubt hut that other claims will he taken 
up when the machinery is on the ground.
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Hunter and Macleay District—Dungog Division.
{G. G. Smith, Mining Registrar.)

I have the honor to report that I cannot obtain any information respecting the gold workings in this 
division, further than that very little gold has been got during the past year. Only three parties arc now at 
work, under thirteen miners' rights issued for this year.

Two machines, of ten and five stampers, and valued at about £1,600, are still on tlie ground, hut, as 
there has been no progressive improvement during the last two years, there seems to be little prospect of 
these workings becoming permanent, unless there he payable stone at a much greater depth than has yet 
been reached (about 260 feet), and sufficient capital be employed to raise it.

New England District—Tenterfield Division.
(Mr. Warden J. B. Graham, P.M., Tenterfield.)

I do myself the honor to submit my annual report on the portion of the New England Mining District 
under my charge.

The continuation of the drought, which has now lasted for so long a period, has greatly retarded the 
mining industry in this district. In the gold-mines, Boonoo Boonoo, an old abandoned field is likely to 
again be worked. At present there is one steam-engine engaged in pumping, by means of which new land 
has been successfully worked. Another steam-engine is now in the course of erection on tlie main creek, 
and it is expected that good results will be obtained from ground previously unworked. As the gold on this 
field is distributed over a large asea, and for a considerable distance in the creeks and gullies, the aid of 
machinery will probably open up a large field, which was previously impossible to work, in consequence of 
underground water, which can only be kept down by steam-power. There are at present about fourteen men 
engaged, but I anticipate that that number will be largely increased during the current year.

On the Timbarra gold-field, the Surface Hill Gold-mining Company’s property, at Poverty Point, 
has changed hands, and extensive machinery is now in the course of erection for the treatment of the stone 
by crushing. If this should prove successful, it will be a great mine, and a large extent of auriferous country 
will be opened up. The gold is in the hard granite, and in dykes of decomposed granite, the quantity 
of gold-bearing stone is practically unlimited. Ground and hydraulic sluicing has been carried on in this 
mine for many years, and as long as there was water enough it always paid well. The present plan is to 
crush the stone, and a large stamper battery will be put in the ground for that purpose. It is expected that 
a much greater yield will be obtained by that process with a less supply of water. A very large expendi
ture of capital lias heen made on this mine, in carrying out a water scheme for hydraulic sluicing, but since 
the works have heen completed there has been no water in the creeks or swamps, so that very little hydraulic 
sluicing has been done. Whenever the water could be used the results were satisfactory, showing that 
sufficient gold existed, if it could only be obtained. A short distance from this mine Mr. Thomas Horton 
is working on a gold-mining lease, situated at Poverty Point, on the same description of country. He has a 
battery with ten head of stampers at work, and the results as far as lie lias gone, are very satisfactory. Tfie 
gold is contained in decomposed granite, with belts of quartz, and the stone now treated is obtained from a 
quarry in the side of the mountain. The yield is about 9 or 10 dwt. to the ton, and the supply of stone 
apparently inexhaustible and easily obtained.

At Tooloom the want of water has completely stopped alluvial mining, and there has been no work 
done in quartz-mining during the year. At Pretty Gully a little mining has been done. There are about 
forty men employed, and the yield for the year, as far as can be ascertained, has been about 500 oz.

At the Lunatic and Perseverance Reefs, nothing has been done during the year, but there is some 
probability of a fresh start being made. At Lionsville and Solferino some good stone has been obtained, 
and some very rich patches have been struck. I have not received the particulars of the yield for tbe year. 
The late good finds are likely to encourage the development of some of the reefs in the locality. At Malara 
a few men are still at work in alluvial.

At Dalmorton very little has been done during the year. The result of the crushings has not heen 
satisfactory, and the want of water has seriously interfered with the alluvial mining. The total yield for the 
year lias been about 150 oz.

Very little prospecting for gold has been done. To a great extent silver has engaged the attention of 
the miners in tlie neighbourhood.

At Boorook silver-mines, I regret to say, work has been suspended. This field, I am confident, lias 
not yet had a fair trial. Only' two small leases—one of 2 acres (Golden Age) and one of t acres, (Addison)— 
have been worked, and they have not been developed to any great extent. The deepest; shaft is on the 
Golden Age, 300 feet. The only other workings are in the Addison, which is only loO feet deep. Large 
quantities of silver ore have been obtained from these mines, and a large result of silver extracted.

Yaluable
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Valuable discoveries of silver ores have beea made during tbe year at Pye's Creek, on the southern 
boundary of my district, and leases for nearly 5,000 acres of land have been applied for. The land is said 
to be, and has been taken up, as in the Emmaville District, under Mr. Warden Martin's charge.

Tin-mining has also suffered from the drought. At present, there being no other mining but 
alluvial, the want of water for sluicing purposes has seriously reduced the yield during the year. Tbe value 
of ore won from tbe Maryland and Wilson's Downfall mine is from .£15,000 or £16,000. About 200 
men are engaged in mining.

Generally, although the last year does not show favourably with previous years, I am of opinion the 
mining industry will soon revive in the district The promise of success at Poverty Point, the rapid 
development and discovery of silver, and the probable break-up of tlie long-standing drought, augur well 
for a better result for the current year.
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New England District—Emmaville Division.

(John M. Sheahan, Mining Registrar.)
I have the honor to furnish herewith my annual report of the Emmaville Division of the New England 
Mining District for tho year ending 31st December, 1885.

The depression in mining, spoken of by my predecessor in his last report, still continues to a certain 
extent, although the outlook at tho present time shows marked signs of improvement.

During tho past year the increased development of the Y Waterhole lead, also the famous Rose 
Valley lead, and tlie great quantity of land taken up for silver-mining purposes, together with the high 
market price of tin betoken better things in store for this district than lias been for some time past. The 
great drawback to the progress and development of the mineral resources of this district is the great delay 
in issuing leases for land that has been applied for. This is the great complaint with both the miner and the 
business people and if the leases could have been issued within a reasonable time for the land applied for 
(I j ling tlie year a very large number of miners would be employed prospecting and developing the diflerent 
lodes in tho district, and thereby locate population, if not the discovery of permanent rich mineral industries, 
as the surrounding country abounds in rich reefs of one kind or another,
_ Experts have expressed the opinion that the silver industry in this district will be equal to any other 
in the Colonies; and from the vast area containing minerals of all sorts it distinctly points a great future for 
the district if only one-tenth of the land applied for realizes expectations, and if it were possible for greater 
promptitude to be exercised in granting titles many persons who take up land would start at once and 
test their ground, instead of allowing their ardour to sink into indifference.

Y Waterholes.—Tliis land, formerly Cadell & Mitchell’s, and now held by Mr. A. Cadell, is situated 
about 2 miles from Emmaville, and is bounded on the cast by mineral lease land held by J. Moore & Co., 
and on the west by the V. C. Tin-mining Co.’s mineral lease blocks H4 and 145, in the parish of Scone. A 
large flat of basaltic formation runs through the ground from east to west, varying in width from 10 to 30 
chains. UndLT tliis basaltic formation lie a series of parallel broad furrow's, the bottom (decomposed * 
porphyry) being a succession of undulations, which seem to have formed a number of watercourses at 
tolerably regular intervals, wending about west 20s north. Possibly tliis flat seems to have been the first level 
piece of ground to catch the debris swept by flood-waters from the Tent Hill range which bounds it northerly 
and north-easterly. It is believed that the many leaders of tinstone becoming crushed and pulverized under 
the influence of the torrents of water which tore away the side of the range, were swept into this flat, and 
filled up the depressions in the then exposed bed-rock. That the drift-sands, clays, and other materials 
(which now overlie the wash-dirt and stream-tin ore) then accumulated to the depth of 30 to 50 feet, which 
may be considered the usual sinking there at present. That tlie ore was carried into the depressions or side 
furrows transversely seems probable, as on the northern side of each is found heavy and pure ore, and the 
sand-drift, with the lighter particles, is thrown against the southern side of the gutter, and when the drives are 
extended beyond the southern side and into the next parallel gutter good ore is found, again becoming 
inferior and mixed with much drift-sand as it in its turn was swept towards the southern side of the furrow. 
This occurs in each of tlie many undulating depressions I have mentioned, and each forms a small lead, of 
which a number have been, and still are, worked by parties of Europeans and Chinese respectively.

During the past year a new discovery was made at the western end of the property. This is known 
as the Racecourse lead, and is interesting, as it seems to follow the imperfectly defined dividing range 
between the Mole and Severn rivers. Tlie wash-dirt in this lead is white, while the next furrow south of 
it carries red iron-stained drift-sand only. This is very apparent in some spots where the lead is worked, 
the red and white wash-dirts standing side by side with only an inch of neutral tint between them.

The ore in the Racecourse lead is pure oxide, assaying 75 per cent, streamed in a box That in red 
drifts and red wash-dirt in the southern furrows is cleaned by hydraulic pressure ; in its state when taken 
from the sluice-box rarely assays over 72 per cent. The Willoughby cleaner brings it up to 75 per cent. 
The proprietor of these mines lias provided a large supply of water by the erection of dams, so that washing 
goes on constantly, even in times of extreme drought. Four of the eleven reservoirs will hold twelve 
months’ supply without replenishing, and vary in area from 13 acres downwards, with a depth of from 8 to 
9 feet at embankments. They are refreshed by every storm of rain through races cut for that purpose. 
Washing appliances with horse-gear are supplied to European tributors; the Chinese prefer their foot- 
pump, and provide their own. The two pumping engines are not used at present, nor is the winding engine, 
all dirt being raised by windlass and carted to the dams for treatment. A large area remains still to be 
worked, and all the ore raised is sold to local buyers.

The area of this property is 600 acres mineral conditional purchase. The yield of ore for the past 
year has been 2-32 tons 14 cwt. and 15 lbs., the number of men employed being 28 Europeans and 102 
Chinese.

John Moon & Co.—This property adjoins that of Mr. Cadell, and is composed of surfacing and deep 
lead similar in character to that of that gentleman’s. The greater portion of this land has been worked. 
The engine and centrifugal pump have been removed, the tributors, mostly Chinese, preferring to raise 
water by means of foot-pumps. The ore has to be dressed by means of a Willoughby machine to get rid of 
foreign matter.- "
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The yield of oro from this property for the past year Jias been 113 tons 9 cwt, 3 qrs. and 20 lbs., 
the number of men employed being sixty-three Chinese and live Europeans. This, with the rest of Messrs. 
Moore tfc Co.'s properties, is under the management of Mr. Chandler.

Tke Vegetable Creek Tin-mining Ctymjxmy.—This ground lias been prospected constantly by miners 
employed on wages by the Company, as well as by the numerous parties of tributors always at work at 
various points. The old Graveyard Creek mine has been worked profitably by a strong body of miners, 
both in the deep ground, where water rather impedes progress and requires careful timbering, and in the 
dry part of the lead, where the sinking is about 90 feet in depth (Carsley’s party tribute), where single timber 
is used. Adjoining these, westerly, Curtain and party, having amalgamated with their neighbours, have 
heen on very good wash-dirt during the past three months, and are still doing well. West of these tho 
ground has been tried from time to time by several lots of prospectors, and it is believed good tin will yet 
be found. Going towards Kendy’s selection, this Company, by providing 1,000 feet of 8-inch galvanized- 
iron piping, recently conveyed tbe water from their principal dams to command the largo accumulations of 
tailings on the northern side of the lead now being worked to advantage by a large number of Chinese, 
who keep three boxes going when water is available.

Adjoining Carsley and party's ground a party of Chinese miners are working the continuation of the 
lead going towards the Y Waterholes, and are raising good wash-dirt. The water is pumped from the 
principal dams at Graveyard by engine and centrifugal pumps (already described).

At the Graveyard Creek three parties of Chinese are working with more or less success, but the ore 
requires careful cleaning, being inferior to that found in the deep lead. On the ridge dividing the Grave
yard deep lead from that known as the Vegetable Creek deep load, a party of Europeans are making 
good wages by working a patch of surfacing evidently fed by the numerous small leaders of tin ore visible 
in tbe porphyry formation on the dividing range before mentioned. Tliis ridge was no doubt originally a 
mass of rich leaders which probably were the source of the rich deposits of disintegrated ore worked so 
many years in the Company’s Old Graveyard lead before mentioned. Tho flow of the flood-water in past 
ages, apparently from north‘to south, was diverted into a westerly course, when arrested by tbe granite 
ridge formerly the southern boundary of the basaltic formations under which lie the sands and gravels of 
the Graveyard Creek deep lead. This theory is supported by tbe fact that tbe heavier and better class of 
ore is found on the northern side of the lead, the inferior with its admixtures, becoming gradually poorer 
when worked in a southerly direction. Between Graveyard Creek and Vegetable Creek lead is a large 
scope of country some small portions of which have been worked from time to time, but nothing rich has 
been found. Adjoining the old patch known as the Vegetable Creek Company’s mine, from which some
2,000 tons of tin has been taken out of an area of about acres, Ferari and party have found a narrow 
gutter, seemingly one of tbe channels through which the deposit was fed. This may be tlie missing link 
between the 5|-acre patch and the spot where the lead was lost in former years, some 10 chains distant, 
but it may cut out at any time, as this channel is narrow and, at present, well defined. Horse-power wash
ing plant, boxes, &c., have been provided for this new find, the first washing being very satisfactory.

Rose Valhij, Vegetable Creek Company.—At the Valley, adjoining the Wesley Company’s property, a 
number of Chinese miners are at work making fair wages in and about the old shallow lead worked in 
former years by Europeans. Adjoining these a party of miners are trying to find the continuation of the 
lead which was worked by Skinner and party, and think they will be successful. Tlie men employed by 
the Company are now engaged in proving the land near the northern boundary of portion 44, parish of 
Hamilton, where sufficient proofs have already been found of the presence of a lead to prove the value of 
surface indications. Whether anything payable be found or not, each confirmation of the correctness of a 
theory based on surface indications is valuable as a guide to future explorations. The number of men 
employed varies from six to fourteen in each party of tributors. These mines arc supervised by Mr. 
Cadell, Managing Director, and are (with the exception of the men employed by the Company in prospect
ing) worked wholly on the tribute system. Many other parties have worked in various places at intervals 
during the year, and will no doubt be again working, but my remarks are confined to those now engaged. 
The Company have still the engine and plant described in preceding reports from this office. Tbe 
total yield of tin from these properties during the year ending 31st December, 1885, was 113 tons 1 cwt, 
3 qr. and 23 lb.

Wesley Tin-Mining Company.—This land lias been worked during tlie year by several parties of 
tributors.

Proctor’s Tribute.—Ten men have been working this property during the year, yielding 17 tons of ore.
Fox and Company’s Tribute.—This party have done a great deal of dead work during the year, The 

broken nature of the country through which the lead passes in this land rendered it difficult and expensive 
to follow, besides having a large amount of water to contend against. The Glen Smelting Company lias 
purchased this property, with the exception of one share, and are getting the mine into working order, 
making provision for more economical working, and from the rich faces of wash-dirt in sight ought soon to 
recoup themselves. 60 tons of ore have been raised from this mine during the past year,

Baily and party (tributors to Mr. John Lemon).—This party worked the shallow lead in their land 
to water-level. During the past year they have beaten the water, and have their mine opened out on the 
deep lead. They have their main drive running north from Fox and Company’s boundary 350 feet, The 
width of lead in this drive averages about 30 feet of rich wash-dirt. They have a new washing plant 
almost completed and are about starting a new working shaft. A large yield of ore is anticipated from this 
mine.

Cunneen and party.—During the year the Glen Smelting Company purchased the tribute from its 
former holders, and have succeeded in striking tho lead at a depth of 120 feet, close to the north-west line 
of Bradley & Company, disclosing rich wash-dirt. Work is being vigorously carried on opening out the 
mine, and, like the other claims on this lead, water has to he contended against.

Messrs. Cadell, Hart, and Reid.—Owing to the death of Mr. Flannery, prospecting on this land was 
suspended for a short time, hut has now been resumed with its usual vigour. During the year several shafts 
have been bottomed, the deepest being 215 feet; but nothing of any importance has heen discovered so far.

Chance Tin-mining Company.—This Company bottomed on tin during the year at a depth of 160
feet,
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feet, worth about 50 lbs. to the load. Dams, washing appliances, tfcc,, have been erected, and the mine is 
being prepared for work. The wash at present obtained does not resemble that in other claims on tlie 
Wesley lead. It is thought that tlie Company have not yet struck the main lead, tho wash obtained being 
of a muUoeky slate nature.

Barry & Go.—This party have been unsuccessful during the year. Prospecting has been 
vigorously carried on, but nothing payable has been obtained.

Kelly <C* party (tributors to Mr. H. Hammond).—Work has been carried on in this mine during 
the year, with just payable results only.

John Moore <C' Co. (portions 161, 548, and 549).—Prospecting has been carried on on the 
course of the supposed lead, but nothing payable lias been struck.

If all Brothers, Kangaroo Flat.—After prospecting and opening out this mine for about twelve months, 
it has been let on tribute. A great portion of the wash in this mine is composed of cement, and has to be 
manipulated bv a battery to obtain the mineral. Steam puddles are also in use on this mine. The total 
yield of tin for the past year has been 58 tons 12 cwt. 2 qrs. and 4 lbs. Humber of men employed—14 
Europeans, 22 Chinamen. _

(S'forme)' and party-—This party still continues to prospect their land; but, up to tho present, 
nothing payable has been discovered.

Foley and parly.—During the year this land has been worked by a party of Chinese with payable
results.

Hall Brothers, Sngarhaf.—A small party of Europeans have been working this land during the past 
year. The yield has been 4 tons 4 cwt. 3 qrs. and 20 lbs.

Moore & Co. (parish of Athol).—Prospecting has been earned on by means of a level drive into 
a basaltic hill for a distance of 530 foot during the year; but as yet nothing payable has been struck, the 
wrash carrying a little mineral all the distance.

Basaltic Hill.—Mr. Bates has been prospecting tliis land for some months, but up to the present lias 
obtained nothing payable.

Great Britain Tin-mining Company.—This mine has been reworked during the year by a party con
sisting of ninety Chinese and six Europeans ; the yield of tin for the year being 152 tons.

Moore <£ Co., Vegetable Greek.—This is being worked by four different parties of Chinese 
tributors, the yield of ore for the year being 59 tons 12 lbs.

Andr&m and O'Donnell, Baal Gamon, and Hall Bros., VegelaMc Creek Mine.—These mines have been 
worked by Chinese tributors, the vicld of tin from the latter (Hall Bros.) being 3 tons 15 cwt. 1 qr. and 
24 lbs. '

Moore <0 Co., .Rothschild.—This mine has been worked by twenty-four Chinamen, tho yield of tin 
for the year being 36 tons 6 cwt. and 24 lbs.

)fall Bros., Bix-mik.—This land has been worked on the tribute system during the past year, tho 
yield of tin being 12 tons 10 cwt. 3 qrs. and 4 lbs.

Grampian Hills.—A party of four Europeans have won 29 tons 15 cwt. and 15 lbs. of tin from tliis 
land during the past year.

Rnby Hill Company.—This property was formerly worked by Marks it Co., but is now in tlie 
hands of the Ruby Hill Company. The ground has been prospected under the supervision of Captain 
Bryant, with very promising results, about 34 feet of payable wash being in sight.

Dalkooth a.nd Butler Tin-mining Company.—These mines have been under the supervision of 
Captain Bryant during the past year. The former is being prospected with excellent results. The Butler 
has been working for some time, and has several shafts of various depths sunk upon the lode, the adit 
level being 60 feet from the surface. A. large quantity of stone has been raised from this lode during the 
year, and lias yielded 30 tons of tin ore. The machinery consists of a 12-horse engine and 10-head battery 
and four buddies. .

The Dutchman Tin-lode Mining Company.—This mine is still in charge of Mr, Knucky, and is 
worked on the tribute system, the Company providing engine, battery, and dressing plant. The yield of 
ore from this mine for the year has been 66 tons 2 cwt. 3 qrs. and 11 lbs. The stone crushed for the public 
yielded 27 tons 3 cwt. 2 qrs.

The Gulf Red Cross Reef.—Work on this claim was being extensively carried on on the occasion of 
my visit, and I am glad to be able to report that a new reef has been struck : it is over a foot thick, and 
almost pure tin. It is the intention of the proprietors to erect an engine and battery on the ground as 
this reef makes sufficient water to keep a battery going several days at a tune.

The Gulf Lode.—On my visit to this mine work had been suspended, as the employes were engaged 
carting and crushing the stuff at the Company’s Chilian mill. It was yielding nearly half tin to the ton of 
stone.

Brown's Gully.—The proprietor, on opening their ground at the lower end of the claim for the pur
pose of drainage, struck really good wash-dirt, which proves the lead of tin to extend a greater distance 
than they expected, thus increasing the value of the ground.

Torrington Tin-lode Company.—This mine is under tho supervision of Mr. Hugh Marshall, and is 
worked on the tribute system, Tho Company have made great improvements to the machinery during the 
past year, by the addition of circular buddies mid improved dressing appliances. The yield of tin for the 
year has been 45 tons.

The Glen Smelting Company, Tent Hill.—Tho manager, Mr. J. H. Eeid, has kindly furnished me 
the output of ore from the above works, which is as follows ;—

Tons. c.wl. qrs. lbs.
Dccj) leads .............................. 1(5 i 18
Shallow workings .................... .................... 473 11 i ■ 27
Lodes ............................................................. 183 10 3 10
Skeleton Creek ......... ............ ..................... 30 14 0 3

It will be noticed on comparing the above figures with those of last year that tho output of ore 
from tlie shallow workings was largely in excess of tliat produced by the deep leads, which was accountable 
from tbe fact that wherever ore was easily obtainable the Chinese were in sufficient numbers to quickly 
exhaust the source of supply. During the past year a considerable falling off in the Chinese population has
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taken place, and numbers of those remaining have been compelled to devote tbeir attention to the deep 
basaltic country, which, as shown by the increased output from this source, has well recouped them for their 
labour. The ituropeans have also been very successful in the basaltic formation known as Kose Valley, 
where Fox & Co., Bailey & Co., and Cnnneen it Co. are now raising wash-dirt equal in richness to the 
once famous Wesley mine, and as the lead is now known to be unbroken through these three claims a large 
output of ore for 1886 may with safety be predicted. Cunneeu & Co.'s workings, situated in the parish of 
Hamilton, county Cough, is the furthest west upon the great run of basaltic country that has produced 
the deep lead wash similar to tliat found in the Wesley mine, and as the deposit has already proved to be 
extensive and rich in tin ore it is anticipated that tlie lead will be found to continue for some miles 
westerly, which appeara to be the only outlet.

In tin-lode mining a vast amount of money has been expended in tlie effort to establish a profitable 
industry, but so far the results have been discouraging, for notwithstanding the promising surface indica
tions that are to be met with in many parts of this district none have yet proved to be of a permanent 
character. Several companies arc, however, prosecuting their search for permanent rich deposits in a 
very determined manner, chief amongst those being the Dutchman Tin-mining Co., Torrington Tin-mining 
Co., Butler Tin mining Co., and Glen Smelting Co., the latter devoting their attention to the mine known 
as the Ottery, upon which, during the past year, an average of fourteen men have been engaged in raising 
tin stone. The lodes in this property are extensive, from 4 to 8 feet wide, but tlie stone is of a poor character, 
rarely exceeding 3 per cent, of black tin. Tlie Dutchman and Torrington lodes are much richer, but not so 
regular in formation. Several parcels of 100 tons of stone from these claims are reported to have yielded as 
high as 20 per cent, black tin. Four extensive stamp batteries, with all the requisite concentrating machinery, 
are now available for lode-tm miners in tliis district, and as each plant has been erected in the vicinity of 
promising outcrops of lode-tin there are reasonable hopes of a much larger output of ore from this source 
during the present year.

Stuveb.
Fife’s Creek

The late rains, which, previous to my visit, had been very heavy in tliis locality, have interfered 
considerably with mining operations, though on most claims the latter had been temporarily suspended, in 
some cases pending the erection of machinery, and in others pending completion of floating operations.

The proprietor of tlie Burrow claim had sunk a shaft about 40 feet deep. The reef continues to 
carry good ore all the way, and is about 7 feet wide. At tlie time of my visit about 12 tons of the ore was 
about being forwarded to Melbourne for treatment, tlie result of which will be looked forward to with 
interest.

Arthur and party, on the south of tlie Burrow, who are down about 20 feet have a good show. 
Doolin and party are down about 10 feet. The lode in this claim is about 5 feet wide \ and one of the pro
prietors showed me an assay which had heen made a few days previously, giving a return of 72 ounces.

To the north of the Burrow, Keating and party have sunk a shaft about 20 feet. Tlie reef here is about 
7 feet wide, with well-defined walls, and the ore seems very rich. Muirsou and party, on the north of Pye’s 
Creek, are down about 5 feet, and have struck a rich vein, the ore being a kind of yellow gossan and carbonate 
of lead. Operations are at a standstill at the Sunny Corner, Homeward Bound, Coolcnburg, and Argent 
Lady. The two latter properties, which are owned by Messrs. O'Doimeil Butler cfc Co., bid fair, judging 
from the specimens of ore exhibited to me, to become the richest claims upon the creek. Numbers of blocks 
are still being pegged out, and every hope seems to be entertained that the future of the held will be a 
favourable one.

Tin obtained during the year 1885 :—
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Tons. cwt. qr. IT).
Lode workings ................................. ................................. 352 2 2 21
Deep ,, ................................... 7 i" 14
Shallow ,, .................................. ................................ 1,207 15 0 19

2,505 5 0 26

New England District—Boorook Division.

(./. P. Curran, Minimj Registrar.)
1 have the honor to transmit my annual report for the year just ended, December 31st, 1885, on the state 
of the mining industry in my division.

in doing so I regret to say that mining throughout the district has made very little progress. The 
scarcity of water for sluicing purposes has been the cause in many cases of an entire suspension of work 
during the greater part of the year, consequently the amount of gold won is rather small. But, now that 
the drought has fairly broken up, and there being every indication of a continuance of wet weather, we may 
expect to see more activity displayed in mining circles. '

The Surface Hill Sluicing Company’s property, at Poverty Point, which I mentioned in my last 
report, is again about to change hands, and there is every probability of active operations being immediately 
commenced, under the superintendence of Mr. Kenneth Hutchison, a gentleman whose experience in mining 
and whose knowledge of the application of machinery to mining purposes is well known. Preparations are 
now being made by Mr. Hutchison for the removal of 25 tons of mining machinery from Queensland to 
Poverty Point—so this valuable mining property will at length have a chance of being fairly and profitably 
worked. The method hitherto adapted for working tliis mine was hydraulic sluicing, but, as mentioned in 
my last report, a great portion -of the auriferous matter was found too hard to be reduced by water, and it 
was decided to introduce crushing machinery, which is now about to be done.

In my report for the year 1884 I also mentioned a Mr. Horton, who was then about to erect a 
crushing mill, for the purpose of working a similar formation to that at Surface Hill. At the invitation of Mr. 
Horton I visited his property a short time ago, aud found that he had erected a very complete plant, con
sisting of a 10-stamp battery, witii the most modem gold-saving appliances, driven by an 8-horse power 
engine. The site chosen for the reduction works is situated at the junction of two creeks, which command

the
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tlie watershed of one of the main spurs for a distance of 4 miles. The water from these creeks is received 
into a large reservior immediately above the battery, and conveyed thence to the stampers The mine is 
situated about a quarter of a mile from the battery, and may be described as a mountain of gold-bearing 
matter, composed chiefly of decomposed granite. The crushing stuif is obtained from a large excavation in 
the eastern side of the hill, and drives have been put in north, south, and west. A shaft lias also been sunk 
in the bottom of the level to a considerable distance, and gold can. be seen in every piece of stone broken as 
far as the explorations had bee.n extended at the time of my visit. The gold is fine, but seems proportionately 
distributed throughout the workings. The mill was in full work whilst 1 was there, and the ore that Mr. 
Horton -was then putting through was yielding about 9^- dwt. per ton, which, considering the economical 
way in which the work was being performed, should, I think, leave a. fail’ margin of profit after working 
expenses were paid.

At Tooloom and Pretty Gully tlie scarcity of water has heen a serious drawback to mining ; nearly 
all work has heen suspended during the greater part of the year, which accounts for the very low return of 
gold won in this part of the division. Gold has, I am told, been found in various places in the neighbour
hood of Tooloom, in payable quantities, but the want of water lias prevented the discoverers from turning 
their finds to any advantage. The amount of gold purchased by local buyers is put down at 400 oz. The 
number of men employed in mining at' Tooloom and Pretty Gully is about forty, principally engaged in 
alluvial mining.

As a great deal of gold passes out of the district for the purpose of obtaining a higher price for it 
than the gold-buyers here give for it, it is difficult to arrive at a fair estimate of the actual winnings.

At Lunatic Eeef nothing of any importance has transpired during tlie year.
At Porooksilver-mining has heen the chief industry during the past seven years,but early in September 

last the quality of ore became very poor, and the proprietors, Messrs. Hall Brothers, decided to suspend 
operations for the present, but it is not improbable that work may again be resumed at no distant date, and 
silver-tinning may again flourish in this division. The place, in my opinion, has not had a fair trial. The 
whole of the work done has been confined to one gold lease of 2 acres and another of 4 acres. The firsG 
named block is known as the Golden Age, and the latter as the Addison. On the Golden Age the deepest shaft 
is only 300 feet in depth, whilst the greatest depth attained on the Addison is 100 feet. There is abundant 
proof that silver exists in payable quantities in ■various parts of the field, and only requires a little capital to 
develop the mineral wealth which surrounds us. Mr. 3.'. G. Davey, the late superintendent of tlie Boorook 
mines and reduction works, is at present on a visit to England, and he purposes whilst there to call the 
attention of some of his mining friends to tho vast mineral resources of Boorook and its neighbourhood, with 
a view to the introduction of capital to further explore the mines of Boorook.

Owing to the sudden departure of Mr. Davey I have been unable to obtain the returns of metal 
(silver) won during the year.

At Boonoo Boonoo, an old abandoned gold-field, on the western boundary of my division, a little gold 
has been obtained from time to time by the few fossicking parties located there.

Tliis field at one period of its history maintained a large population, but during that time the most 
of the work was confined to the shallow workings on the banks of the creek. Tbe deep ground in the bed of 
the creek, in consequence of the influx of bottom water, and tlie frequency of floods, prevented the field from 
having a fair trial. Two small companies have now been formed for the purpose of trying the dee]') ground, each 
party provided with powerful steam-engines and substantial pumping appliances, with which they expect to 
successfully cope with the water. One party has already had a washing up with very satisfactory results; 
and if the efforts of the other party are financially a success, there is no doubt tliat ere long a fair population 
will again be settled at Boonoo Boonoo.

The amount of gold won from all sources tins year is about 500 oz. Tlie average price of gold on 
the field is about £3 10s. per ox.

Tlie number of miners’ rights issued during the year is sixty-seven.

New England District—Dalmorton Division.

(TE 2!. Poole, Mining Hegistrar.)
Since my last report I have received six gold-mining lease applications, and have issued during the year 
twenty miners’ rights aud three business licenses.

Owing to the scarcity of water, both for domestic and crushing purposes, only a limited number of 
men have been employed in quartz-mining. The only claims at work are tlie Sir Hercules, Lone Star, and 
St. Patrick reefs, the property of the V.G.M1 Co. (Limited).

Crushing will commence about the 18th instant, and as water is now available the manager intends 
putting on about twenty men so as to keep the machine at full work in the event of the water supply keeping 
up. It may thus be safely predicted that next year will be wonalarger amount of gold than has been won for 
some years past.

In alluvial the work done can only be said to be fossicking, as no new finds have been made, and 
owing to the dry weather no prospecting is being carried on.

New England District—Solferino Division.

(Robert Wilkinson, Mining Registrar.)
I have the honor to herewith submit for the information of the Honorable Minister for Mines, my annual 
report upon Solferino Gold-field for year 1885.

Quartz-mining in past year lias taken quite a more hopeful appearance, in fact a great impetus set in 
about the middle of year. Several old identities returned and took up ground, and in some instances have 
been fairly successful; and there are now very sanguine hopes of this long-neglected field being opened up, 
the opinion of most people being that should capita! only be judiciously invested in opening up the mines 
that there is a great reward buried only awaiting to be unearthed. Most of the claims at work are worked 
by men who could not afford to go into any heavy expenditure.

To
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To give a brief outline of doings of the several claims which are at work, and have been during year, 
I shall begin with No. 4 N. Garibaldi, it being a claim that has been kept constantly at work for the past 
live years by four working and six backing shareholders; but through the venture not proving itself 
payable during last few months that it was at work, the proprietors deemed it advisable to suspend opera
tions for a time to allow them a chance to recoup a little some other way, and to enable them to meet their 
calls. The only return from this mine during year' was from a crushing of some 300 lbs. of specimens treated 
at Mint, for a yield of 78 oz. 10 dwt., or value of ,£274 18s, 10d., but out of that had to be deducted 100 lb. 
specimens which was on hand end of year 1884. They have still a parcel of 801b. on hand at Mint awaiting 
treatment which may turn out £G00 worth of gold. Tins party had to contend latterly with water whilst 
sinking a winze, and which consequently made the work more expensive. I am given to understand that this 
Company7 laid out, during the live years that they7 were working in mine, £1.400 in excess of what gold they7 
obtained, and which is therefore a great item to men of small means. Adjoining to No. 4 on south lies the 
ground held and worked by Charles Harkin, who has continuously pegged away during year, but with what 
result I have not had the pleasure of knowing, and am afraid that it lias not been of very great importance.

Theprospectors, Garibaldi, of five shareholders—two workers, and three backers—the latter beingSydney7 
residents. This claim was taken up by those proprietors some eighteen months ago, and, as I mentioned in 
my last report, they were then doing nothing but dead labour, in shape of putting the mine in thorough 
working order, and it was only about the middle of the past year that they could make a fair start, and sunk 
a winze from 60-feet level through to the 120-feet, and arestoping down at present time, but have not come 
on to any gold worthy of note. This, being last on the Garibaldi line, will pass on to the now famous Band 
of Hope line, and begin with,—

A. Tamini’s and party’s 3-acre lease, being a part of original prospectors and No. 1 north. ’ Two men 
on work by means of tunnel, which has been driven in some 60 feet, and a good deal of stoping done. At 
present sinking a winze in drive with view of getting on to shoot in low level. Yield from this claim was 
from two parcels of specimens treated at Mint—first lot of 80 lbs. turned out £104 worth of gold: the second 
am not aware as to the result.

Prosp. Band of Hope,—Three-acre lease, held by G. F. Adam and party, and worked by means of 
tunnel, with two men on. Tunnel following course of reef, and in 80 feet, and goes through two different 
shoots of gold, and some of stone in shoot is exceedingly rich. Stoping has been the order of the day with 
this party for some time back, working in shoots. This mine turned out 104 oz. of gold during the year, 
besides several lb. of splendid specimens on hand for exhibition, with a view of trying to catch the eye of 
capitalists, and which may induce them to form a good Company. This party has also another 3-acre block 
on soutli side, but have not done anything to it, confining their operations to one place.

No. 2 south, F, Wenkley and [jarfcy, being also leaseholders, having applied for a 3-acre lease in July 
last (previously held under M.ii), tunnel workings and a shallow drive is in about 40 feet; ground stoped 
out for 20 feet; at present putting in a lower cross-cut to get the reef at about SO feet. 400 lb. of picked stone 
was treated from the mine at the Marcolini, 1-sfcamp battery in Grafton for a yield of 37 oz., and this was 
obtained from the working of one man for four months, and for ten men for three months. I believe that 
this party have their concern under oiler to Victorian capitalists and with this view have retained few 
specimens to send over for inspection.

No. 3 south, being a 3-acre block applied for by S. Matterson on 8th June last. Drive put in for 35 
feet on course of reef at shallow depth, and present workings confined to the starting fo a cross-cut to catch 
the reef at about 50 feet. Have on hand about 150 lb. of very fair specimens, which, at the least estimation, 
is expected to give the proprietor good wages for time spent in mines, he being on his own foundation.

Adjoining to Matterson is No. 3 south, commonly called Lombardy, which has only been recently 
taken up, and two men are now at work carrying on one of main abandoned drives.

Two or three other miners are fossicking around reefs trying to find something to induce them to 
venture in setting in to open up.

The old Lion mine, Dionsvillc, which has been abandoned for some years, was taken possession of by J.
J. Driscoll and others some few months ago, and applied for by them as a 10-acre lease. Tenders were 
called for the baling of water out of the shaft, but seem, to have ended there, as nothing more was heard of 
it—probably too expensive a work to be undertaken by a small party.

In alluvial very little has been doing in this division, principally through the scarcity of water. A 
party of three, in Nicholson's Creek, on Timbarra Watershed, have been making very good wages through 
the year—something like 1 oz. per week per man, equal to £3 13s. 1 did not get the returns exactly from
this party, which is the cause a good deal for the lowness of returns for gold won from alluvium.

At Bull Dog and Cangi everything is almost at a standstill. The Marcolini battery, as mentioned 
in connection with some of the emshings from one or two claims, is not in my division, and therefore will 
probably be fully reported upon by the Mining Registrar of the division it is in, it being a very handy 
contrivance, and well worthy of mention as useful to miners prospecting reefs.

As far as I have been able to ascertain there has been won iu my division during the year 251 oz. 
18 dwt. of reef gold and 135 oz. 4 dwt. of alluvial, valued at £1,350. Price of gold during the year has 
been from £3 8s. to £3 14s. The number of miners at work are fourteen European and three Chinese 
alluvial, and sixteen quartz-miners ; total, thirty-three. Number of miners’ rights issued during the year 
was thirty-eight, and business licenses two. Applications for gold-mining leases lodged numbered six.

New Exgland Disteict—TENTKitrnan Division.

(F. Burne, Mining Bcgislrar.J
Mining within my division has been very quiet during the past twelve months, attributable in most part to the 
scarcity of water, but the late rains will no doubt enable many of the old miners to resume work again in 
earnest.

Boonoo Boonoo is the only place of any importance within this division, situate from Tentcrficld 
about 14 miles in a N.N.E. direction. The main creek is at present attracting some little attention, and 
old miners seem to think this field will yet turn out well. The work being done consists principally of 
ground sluicing.

Funnel 1
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Funut: 11 mid ])arty, consisting of four men, are working in tho bed of tho creek, about 300 yards below 
the Boonoo Boonoo Bridge. They have a O-horse power engine and pump to take away the under current 
of water, and the ground has a fair show of gold.

About If mile below them Vickery and party, of three men, are putting in their race, and hope to be 
in working order in about a month or six weeks. Their claim is reported to be good, as they are just below 
the junction of Dismal Swamp Creek, which in former years turned out well. Some points below Vickery 
and party have been worked with moderate success, but the creek is a series of waterholes and bars, and 
nothing can be done without engine-power. It is about G miles from Vickery and party to where the 
creek junctions with the river, with gold-bearing gullies running into it, which, to all appearance, should be 
payable, and no doubt these will be tried in course of time with the machinery so close at hand.

Some ground in Roper's Gully, a tributary of the main creek, has lately been taken up by Austin 
and party, and it is their intention to put in a long tail-race, to take off the water from a part of the gully 
which lias not been worked, and it is apparently a fairly payable claim.

Another party, Miller it, Co., have a claim in Dismal Swamp, and have put in a long tail- 
race, to do which they have had to blast through some bars. They are now working old ground out of a 
face. They have water at present, but have been idle for a long time in consequence of the long drought.

Just above them is a man named Andrews, working a cradle, and has been there for several years; 
appears to be making a fair living, and seems contented.

There seems to he some chance of the reefs being tried. There are several gold-bearing ones, small 
but well defined; and it is reported that a party has put down a trial shaft about 30 feet, out of whicli they 
obtained about 17 ounces out of a crushing by hand. The ground looks like a place that would do well, 
provided the old seasons set iu again, and with the help of machinery it should compare favourably with 
many of the old fields hereabouts.

It is difficult to obtain reliable information of tbe quantity of gold obtained, as most of it is disposed 
of by the miners to different buyers. Fuimell and party have taken out about 80 ounces.

I have issued thirty-two miners’ rights and thirty-seven mineral licenses dining the past year, which 
is greatly in excess of the two provious years, but in the majority of cases these rights and licenses are made 
use of outside my division, therefore it is no criterion of the work being done, orof the number of men 
working therein.

New England District—Wilson’s Downfall Division,

(J, (?. Draiier, Mining Registrar.)
] do myself the honor to forward my annual report of the past year on the Tin-mines, Wilson’s Downfall 
Division, for information of the Hon. Secretary for Mines, which I am sorry to say shows a great falling 
oft’ in the quantity of tin ore raised to that of the previous year, which is partly due to the very dry state 
of the weather; but I must also add that tin-mining here is in a state of decline, that is with reference to 
the stream tin ; but I am of opinion, backed up with that of miners of considerable experience, that there 
is something good to be had in this locality yet in the shape of “lode tin,” which has never had a trial; 
and when capitalists can be induced to open up lodes, some that have already been discovered showing very 
rich indications, no doubt they will be amply repaid.

A party of Chinese, engaged working the Lady Lisgar claim, on Wylie Creek, have for a long time 
been doing very little, but latterly they appear to have again picked up the tin. In my last report I 
mentioned a claim of Mr, D. M'Alister’s, worked by eight Chinese, which did not turn out as expected. Tho 
Chinaman, Tommy Cook, who, I also stated, had leased two blocks on Nelson’s Swamp, has abandoned all 
idea of that place, and removed about 5 miles down Wylie Creek, whore he is ground-sluicing, and getting 
fair tin, having cut a race a considerable distance to carry water for that purpose. Another party of Chinese, 
working at head of Herding-yard Creek, on ground leased by Hogan and Mahony (which is in the vicinity 
of where tho lodes spoken of are likely to be found), are getting very good tin.

There are also a number of Chinese on Ruby Creek. They seem to be making fair wages—at any rate 
they still remain there, which is a sign that they are doing a little ; generally speaking, it is very difficult 
to get information from them as regards the quantity of tin they arc getting.

On New Zealand and Dixon’s Gully there are a few Europeans and Chinese working. Some of 
each are making good wages, and others getting scarcely any. Maryland Creek is almost deserted ; there 
are only throe Chinese at present working there.

The average number of miners on this field for 1885 is fifty Europeans and 250 Chinese, showing 
that they arc gradually decreasing compared to last year.

The quantity of tin ore obtained here during tbe year being 311 tons, at an average price of .£50 
per ton, value .£15,550, showing a decrease of 179 tons compared with the yield of 1S84.

In conclusion, I beg to add that during the past twelve months I issued sixty-one mineral licenses, 
eight business licenses, and two miners’ rights.

Clarence and Richmond District—Grafton Division.

{Mr. Warden M‘Dougall, P.M., Grafton.)
I have now the honor to forward you my annual report as Warden for the Clarence and Richmond Mining 
District.

I beg leave to state that as so little work was being carried on either at the Dalmorton or Nana 
Creek reefs in consequence of the late prevailing drought, and consequent scarcity of water, that I did not 
think it necessary to incur the expense of visiting those places last year, and that the following information has 
been obtained from reports sent to me yesterday by Messrs. Poole and Geddes, the Mining Registrars and 
Wardens’ Clerks at Dalmorton and Nana Creek.

The number of miners’ rights issued at Nana Creek during last year was 23 ; business license, 1 ; 
the number of miners working quartz-claims, 10 ; and miners at work on alluvial, 6. The quantity of 
quartz crushed and the yield of gold therefrom during the year has been 263^ tons, and the gold obtained, 
19G oz. 15 dwt. 9 gr., being an average of 1-1 dwt. 23 gr. to the ton, "
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I received notice yesterday from the Mining Registrar at Nana Creek of a new discovery of alluvial 
gold by Rudder and party, at little Nymboi River, about 14 miles south-west of Nana Creek ; yield, 4 oz. 
gold from ten days’ sluicing. Country impracticable for horses until a road is opened through the dense 
scrub.

At Dalmorton twenty miners’ rights, three business licenses, and sis gold-mining lease applications 
have been issued during tbe year, and the number of miners employed are about fourteen Europeans and 
eight Chinese ; the quantity of gold obtained from quartz-crushing, 27 oz. ID dwt,, value, .£74 Is. 3d. ; and 
120 oz. alluvial gold, value, £432 ; and tbe total quantity of quartz crushed was 111 £ tons.

The scarcity of water, both for domestic and crushing and sluicing purposes, has severely affected 
the mining industry during the last year in this district.
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Clarence and Richmond Disteict—Lismore Division.

(Mr. Warden Bray, 1'.M., Lismore.')
I do myself the honor to report for your information that there is little fresh to state since my last report.

All attempts to open up coalmines in this dtetrict appear to have been abandoned, though there is a 
general impression that there is plenty of coal here.

There is no other mining of any description carried on here. A few miners’rights have been 
applied for, chiefly by residents of the Tweed River,

Clarence and Richmond District—Nana Creek Division.

(George Geddes, Mining Registrar.)
In compliance with request conveyed in your advice of 16th November last, [ have the honor to supply the 
annexed statement relating to the mining interests here, for the information of the Honorable the Min
ister for Mines.

Quartz Qlaime.
Wm. Cooper and party.—These persons are working a claim (unnamed) situated about a quarter of a 

mile from the Advance Australia. The reef runs north-west and south-east across a spur into deep 
gullies on either side. The shaft is in the centre of the spur, and down about 45 feet, well-timbered with 
uprights and slabbed. Tbe bill is pierced with a drive 70. feet along the line of reef on the north-west side, 
connecting with the shaft at the 45-foot level. The drive is extended south and east of the shaft 20 feet, 
and, although tbe reef still continued, it was found from trial crushings that there was not a sufficiency of 
gold obtainable to induce them to prosecute the work in that locality, the return, it was thought, would 
scarcely defray ihe expense of carting and crushing—stoping was then resorted to, working up to the surface. 
This finished, a winze was started 40 feet north and west of the main shaft, and sunk 10 feet—a well- 
formed reef of 1 foot in width going down. Another set of men picked up the reef 75 feet from the level 
of the original drive, and drove it in 20 feet to the south-east, to meet the winze. This makes a total in 
depth of about 100 feet from tbe cap of the reef. The reef in this level is about 18 inches wide in the face, 
and underlying slightly to the eastward. It is estimated to go ^ an oz, t.o the ton, but this even, under 
existing circumstances, will not pay. Work in this claim was for a length of time compulsorily suspended, 
as the miners could not until very recently get their stone—46 tons—carted to the battery. It had been 
lying at grass for three mouths. This party worked for a month or more forming a suitable road for the 
conveyance of their stone to the Nana Creek Quartz-crushing Company’s battery, a distance of about 4 
miles. Even, at that time, could they have succeeded in getting it lodged there, the crushing thereof could 
not have been proceeded with in the absence of water from the dam. Rain has of late, fortunately, and 
most opportunely for the owners of this claim, visited this locality. Their stone is now through the 
battery, and the return—60 oz.—gives an average of 1 oz. 6 dwt. 2 gr. to the ton, with whicli they seem 
well satisfied. '

The Advance Australia.—This claim is distant from the Lady Mary reef about 2 miles, and has 
been worked by Charles Sperling and party. The claim—or shaft rather—has been stoped out from the 
25-foot level to the surface, the reef averaging from 8 to 10 inches. At the bottom of the main shaft—70 
feet in depth—reef, north and south, stone has been raised supposed to. carry 15 dwt. to the ton, but that 
quantity is not considered payable. It will not, therefore, bo taken to the battery. Erom the stoping has 
been taken out 8 tons of quartz, which upon examination I, until others, think will yield about 2 oz. to the 
ton. Sperling has bagged up 3 to 4 cwt. of specimens thickly studded with gold, and the general opinion 
of the miners on the ground is that if that class of quartz could be got in large lots it would give a return 
of from 10 to ID oz. to the ton; it may yet be met with. Many of the specimens inspected by me were 
very rich. The stone has been crushed with a good payable result, the average being 2 oz. 7 dwt. 12 gr. 
to the ton.

Tike Lady Mary, Little Plain Creek, about 8 miles north-west of Nana Creek.—This claim is held 
under lease by Thomas Wilkinson and party. The shaft is down some 60 feet, reef bearing north and 
soutli, and is of an average thickness of 1 foot. The last lot of stone obtained in the early part of the 
year, 28 tons, averaged only II dwt. to the ton—barely adequate to defray the cost of getting it to and 
through the machine—and this is anything but encouraging. The work of this claim, chiefly attributable 
to the drought, has not been carried on for some time past. I believe suspension of work was, by tho 
Warden, granted to Mr. Wilkinson.

The JTymboi, about 7 miles from Nana Creek.—This claim, on the 11th April. I88D, changed 
hands, the purchasers being Edward Chapman Lewington, Manager of the Bank New South Wales, and five 
others, and the transferors, A. W. Nystrom and two others. In the early part of tbe year they had crushed 
40 tons of stone, yielding 48 oz,, or 24 dwt. to the ton. The reefs in tie shafts mentioned in my last 
annual report have not since the iransfer of tbe property been worked, but other ground in the immediate 
vicinity has been opened out, and 73 tons of stone raised from a shaft at a depth of 30 feet; gold in the 
reef all the way down. It runs north and south, and is on an average 3 feet wide. Turn other small shafts 
have been commenced, from which 4 tons of stone have been taken, and the prospects are stated to be 
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encouraging. There are some 40 to 50 tons of second-class stone at grass, which the proprietors purpose 
having crushed, but this cannot be effected until tbe New Year, as the battery is employed upon several lots 
of stone whicli will occupy it fill the end of the year.

27ic Hidden Treasure Gold-mining Company’s r-ros))eoting Claim, Nana Creek,—This claim, in which 
there are three shafts, the Prospecting Claim, Bungalow, and Laura, is in close proximity to the Nana Creek 
Quartz-crushing Company’s battery, and they have not, from various causes, been worked—the heavy 
expense being, I think, the great drawback—since the month of August last, the crushing at that time 
turning out very indifferently, giving a return of—from 34 tons of quartz operated upon at the Company’s 
battery—but 5 dwt. to the ton. Tho hands were then knocked off, and, us before stated, the work of the 
mine has not been resumed. I have no means now of ascertaining the present state of the reefs in this 
claim. The stone last crushed was got from the Bangalow reef. The reefs in this claim are near to one 
another, and but a short distance from the Company’s battery. The carting has been done for 2s. 6d. per 
ton. If, therefore, the reefs could be fairly tested they would, no doubt, prove remunerative; but it is the 
old story, “want of capital,” and that the Company either lack or are diffident about laying out their funds.

The Waratah.—Angus M'Leod now holds this claim; it is near to the Nymboi. On the ground are 
some 20 tons of quartz, left by the former holders—Neill and party—who are now' away from the held. 
When crushed, should the yield of the above stone warrant his doing so, M'Lood will then proceed with the 
work. It is a very recent holding. The crushing cannot take place till the middle of January.

The Waratah, No. 1.—Thomas Wilkinson is now working this ground. It was formerly held by 
W. Bourne and party. There have been 17 tons of stone taken from the 25-foot level The shaft is down 
30 feet, and the reef runs north and soutli, its width on an average being from 8 inches to I foot. The 
crushing of the 17 tons has turned out favourably, giving a yield of 14 oz., or 16 dwt. 6 gr. to the ton. 
The work of the claim will, after the holidays, be taken up again. ■

The Ittabo, Eleven Tree Creek, Alexander Stout.—A lease of this claim was applied for by Alex
ander Stout and James Ross on the 4th October, 1884, and refused on the 9th Juno, 1885, on the ground 
that the land applied for was not, on the day the application was made, available. The applicants would 
not, as sanctioned by the Department, re-apply, and the land is now being worked as an ordinary claim 
under miners’ rights. There have been taken out 13^ tons of stone 7 from the 170-foot level in the shaft 
of 175 feet, and 6t of a big blow out of a crop 90 feet west of the main shaft. Mr Stout then stoped up 
from the 135-foot level, taking out and crushing 7}- tons of stone, the yield of which was slightly over I oz 
to the ton. Foul air of a very dense nature has to be contended with in the main shaft, and much time is 
taken up and labour expended in forcing it out—and this of frequent occurrence. There are at grass about 
6 or 7 tons of quartz from the 107-foot level; a good return is expected, and it will be put through the mill 
at an early period iu the New Year.

The Eureka, situated 4 miles west of Nana Creek.—James Tranter and another worked this claim 
up to the 27th August last, and then, on account of his not receiving any advice re his application for a 
1-acre lease of this clain, made on the 8th December, 1884, he abandoned the ground. Ihe application foi 
a lease was refused under advice 11,077, of October, 1885. Stone, to the extent of 214 tons, giving a 
return of 19 oz. 19 dwt 9 gr., or 18 dwt. 13 gr. to the ton. Passing the main shaft, which is about 50 
feet in depth, there is a spacious tunnel, and throughout its length, about 60 feet, the reef, about 8 inches 
in width, is plainly traceable. The above stone was obtained in and about the upper workings of the 
shaft, and near to the mouth of the tunnel, on the hillside. The direction in which the reef runs is nearly 
north and south.

The Eight Acre.—This claim, which is about a mile from Nana Creek, was for a short time worked 
by Joseph Dargue and another, from which they took 4 tons of stone. The yield was 2 oz. 17 dwt. 
6 gr., or 14 dwt. 7 gr. to the ton. This they did not think good enough, and consequently they aban
doned the claim.

The Homeward Bound, Tallewidgen Creek.—This prospecting claim has for a length of time been 
abandoned by the original owner, John Cowling and party. Stone, however, has since been taken from 
this ground which, upon a trial crushing of 3 lb., lias given 14 gr. or more to the dish. The reefs, of which 
there are some eight in number in this claim, arc all welklehned, and of an average thickness of 2 feet, and, as 
stated in my last report to he, traced from the surface—all gold-bearing. The main shaft is down 75 feet. 
This is reckoned to be one of the best claims on the field; still, the difficulties with which the owners have 
had to contend have been of such a nature, and so diversified, that they have been deterred from going on 
with the work of the claim.

The Jiise and Shine.—This claim is adjacent to the Homeward Bound, and was also held by J. 
Cowling and party, but they have likewise long since ceased to work it, and resigned all ownership thereto, 
having turned their attention to farming pursuits in the neighbourhood of the Orara River, contiguous to 
the diggings. The depth of the main shaft in this ground is 51 feet. All the reefs about there are viewed 
with favour by those miners who are acquainted with them, and should the place get a fresh start these 
claims may at any moment be again taken up.

Quartz-crushing Batteries.
The same two batteries, one the property of the Nana Creek Quartz-crushing Company, and the 

other of Joseph Dargue and Company, aic the only two on the field, and they were mentioned in my 
report for the year 1884. These batteries are not in constant work. I should, indeed, be pleased had it 
been in my power to state that tho stampers of both machines had during the past year been in daily 
requisition. The former battery was worked day and night from the 21st to the 31st December, with two 
shifts of men, in order to put through 144 tons of stone—they managed to do it.

Alhivial Workings.
There are a few miners getting gold from sluicing operations in different localities, from 12 to 18 

miles from the township of Nana Creek, and their actual finds, though unknown to me, must, from the fact 
of their working on so persistently, yield them a fair living; indeed, I am told that ground is being worked 
iji the vicinity of a place called Back Creek, distant in a north-westerly direction from Nana Creek about 
18 miles, and that the proceeds of the gold realized have been disposed of to one of the Grafton banks; the 
quantity I have not been able to ascertain. Two miners, whom I have known for a considerable time, on

the
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the 23rd December brought in 23 dwt. of gold, the result of about ton days’ work, from the Little Tlain, 
distant hence about 18 miles. They have been working there for the past few months, and have sold their 
gold to the local storekeeper here. Anything like an accurate account of what has been won I cannot find 
out.

Mr. Eugene Frederick 'Rudder, who owns a selection on the Orara Liver, distant 3 miles from 
Nana, and is there settled with his family, has been with two others—Joseph Dargue and James Forbes— 
on a prospecting tour over this held for the past month. He, on the 24th December, brought in a really 
good sample of gold, weighing, he stated, 3 oz., and it looked to be that. It was the result of two men's 
work for five days, and at 72s. per oz. gives a return of £10 IGs. The gold is clean, shotty, and very 
weightv. It was got at a depth of from 2 to 14 feet from the surface, in the vicinity of the Little Nymboi 
Liver, about half a mile below its junction witli tire Bo Do Liver, distant from Nana Crcokinajiortli- 
westerly direction about 14 miles. They have marked off their prospecting protection area. The country 
is difficult to prospect, owing to its being covered with a dense brush, and as yet, but little, if anything, is 
known of the value of the land, cither above or below, outside their claim They intend, after the Christmas 
and New Year’s holidays, prosecuting their search for the precious metal, being of the fixed opinion that 
they are in the region of a much more lucrative find. If present prospects hold out they will then hoist 
the red flag and report their discovery. That, I think, I may with confidence state will be done in the
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course of a few days.
1 have issued during the year:—

Miners’ rights ................................................................................ 23
Business license .......................................................................... 1

• Totiil................................................................................ 24

The quantity of quartz crushed, and the yield of gold therefrom, is as follows :—
oz, dwt. gr.

407 ton 10 cwt. Gold..................................... 333 11 0
Alluvial „ roughly estimated at......... 10 O 0#

Total .............................................. 343 11 0
* This computation is rather under than over the mark.

Letup,s’ in detail furnished by Mr. James Denning, manager for the Nana Creek Quartz-crushing
Company.

18S3, Ton cwt. Ox. dwt. gr.

February.......... 60 0 Laura—Tbe Hidden Treasure Gold-mining Company ............................... 43 0 0
40 0 48 0 0
16 0 Advance Australia—Charles Sperling and party.............................. .......... 24. 0 0
39 0 17 11 0
34 0 8 10 0

September ...... 28 0 Lady Marv—Thomna Wilkinson and party.................................................. 15 8 O
g (73 0 Nymboi'-E. C. Lewington and five others ................................................... 43 16 O'! mm

December 21 to 5 >46 0 No title—William Cooper and two others .................................................. 60 0
ai*t. .. •s j 17 0 14 0 01 i'o

S c s o Advance Australia—Charles Sperling and party.......................................... 19 0 Oj r ^
Retubss from Joseph Dai;sue and Company :—

February 18 ... 8 0 Eureka—James Tranter and another .......................................................... 7 8 9
„ 20 ... 4 0 Figbt-nere—Joseph Dargue and another ...................................................... 2 17 6

8 0 Eurcfca—James Tranter and another .......................................................... 8 10 0
19 ... 13 10 lllabo—Alexander Stout and another .............................................. ........... 4 18 0

5 10 Eurolca—James Tranter and another .......................................................... 4 10
November 23 . 7 10 lllabo—Alexander Stout and another......................................................... 7 11 18

407 10 333 11 9

I much regret my inability to report more favourably of the yield of gold in my division during the 
past year. It is less than the year 1884 by 66 oz, 13 dwt. 12 gr., and by 190 oz. ID dwt. 9 gr. for that of 
1883. I trust, however, that now there seems to be every probability of some good alluvial ground being 
brought to light, it may improve mining matters here, and incite our small community to renewed energy. 
There is, as I pointed out in my last year's report, abundant proof that this field is highly auriferous. One 
can scarcely examine any of the stone about but indications of gold can be seen, but the grand fulcrum 
necessary to get it in payable quantities is capital, and that realization appears to be as far off as ever. 
Then again, when taking into consideration .the recent drought—and such may occur at any time—which 
has in this district extended over a period of six months, it lias been a very serious hindrance to mining 
operations, and checked the ardour of the most practical and energetic of our miners. Their prospects are, 
I think, better than they were a month or two back ; and it is to be hoped that those who have remained on 
the field may, if not immediately, be eventually rewarded for their pluck and perseverance in striving to 
develop the ground. The past dry weather has been a sore trial to the poorer class of diggers, and as a 
resident here since the 29th April, 1883, I have never in that period seen this place or the country adjacent 
in so deplorably a dried-up condition for want of a thorough downpour of rain.

Clarence and Bichmond District—Grafton Division.

(IF. Clarke, Mining Registrar.)
Mining has been almost at a standstill during the past year. Toyeor and party have been working their 
prospecting claim at the Mann Liver, and I am informed the quartz obtained is of fair qualify, but in the 
absence of machinery to test it it is impossible to say whether it will be payable or not.

Messrs.
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Messrs, Stcpliens and Rush obtained tbe use of the diamond drill to bore for coal on their mining 
permit, situated in the parish of Taloumbi, near the village of Maclean, and at the depth of 400 feet the 
indiuations of a payable scam of coal wore very good, but the drill was then removed, as it was not powerful 
enough to proceed further,

I issued forty-five miners’ right's, three business licenses, and two mineral licenses.
The return of gold has been compiled from information received from the carious banks, and embraces 

some of that won in the neighbouring mining divisions.

Clarence and Richmond District—Lismoue Division.

(GT. Goyldan, Mining Rcyhtrar.')
T do myself the honor to report for your information that the principal mining operations in this division 
of the Richmond, which wore almost entirely devoted to the development of coal-fields, have been suspended 
for over six months, owing partly to the smallness of the demand for the mineral and partly to the difficulty 
and expense of ti'ansit from the pit to the river.

A few miners have been prospecting near the coast in the vicinity of the Evans River, between the 
Richmond and the Clarence. Eighteen miners’rights and four mineral licenses were issued during theyear, the 
greater number of which were taken out for the alleged discovery of gold made near the Tweed River by a 
person named William Green, reported on the 29th June, ISSb, who at tho same time deposited at the office 
a specimen of the ore, which was forwarded to the Department as per regulations, Ko further report has 
been received from this new discovery.

Alheut District—Rilveuton Division.

{Mr. Warden Brown, I’.M., Silre.rlon.)
I have now the honor to hand you for the information of the Hon. tbe Minister for Mines the following 
report on the Silverton Division of the Albert Mining District for the year 1S85,

1 am happy to state that during the year immense progress has been made in this district, not only 
in the advancement of the mining industry, but also in tho town of Silverton, which now contains some 
excellent stone buildings, and contains a population of say 2,000 persons. Smelting operations have also 
been commenced under considerable disadvantages, the district being entirely destitute of tho two most 
essential requirements, viz., fuel and water, to enable these operations to be succcsssully carried on ; but not
withstanding these drawbacks two smelters were successfully started during the year. The first started was 
at the Pinocles mine, and said to be capable of treating GO tons of ore per day. A considerable quantity of 
ore was smelted, with, I believe, satisfactory results; but from scarcity of water and other drawbacks the 
furnaces were cooled down some months hack, and have notyet been putinblastagain. Astartisto be made, 
I hear, next week under the management of an able smelter. The second smelter started was of smaller 
capactiy, the guarantee, I believe, being 20 tons per day. This is the property of the Barrier Ranges Silver
mining Company, It has been running about five months, giving every satisfaction to the proprietors, and 
reducing over the stipulated amount of ore per day; some weeks fully 150 tons have been treated. Tho 
average yield of silver since starting has been about 12,000 oz. per week. In consequence of the inferior 
quality of the bone-dust supplied tbe refining process was not able to keep pace with tbe smelting; the 
Company have therefore been sending tbe silver lead bars to Melbourne for final treatment. Another 
smelter of greater size has been erected and started by this Company since the commencement of this year 
(1886), and I believe is giving every satisfaction to the proprietors.

The Barrier Ranges Silver-mining Company, who hold a very large interest in this field, have under their 
very able general manager, Mr. "W. R. Wilson, steadily worked and prospected several of their properties, 
more particularly at the Day Dream, Apollyon, and Gipsy Girl mines. The first-named is, I have no 
hesitation in saying, the best of the Company's blocks, and during the year lias been formed into a separate 
Company.

At the Broken Hill Company's property work is being steadily pushed on. Two large smelters are 
now en route for the mine. Several hands arc busily engaged in making foundations and doing other 
preliminary work, so that no time will be lost when they arrive. This Company have nearly 2 miles in 
length on the line of lode, which is visible on the surface nearly tho whole distance, and in some places 
rising fully 50 feet above the soil. This property has been tested at different parts to depths ranging from 
100 to 215 feet—the latter depth reached only within tbe past few days, when a cross-cut was put into the 
lode, and ore of extraordinary richness was found. Fourteen feet of lode has now been gone through without 
yet striking the other wall. Chlorides are distinctly visible all through tbe ore, and the whole bulk from 
this level will probably average hard on 1,000 oz. of silver per ton. The amount of ore to be won from this 
mine is almost unlimited, and some idea of its value may be gathered from the fact that 48 tons, sent as a 
bulk sample for treatment to Melbourne, realized £7,442 12s. 1 Id. The work done on this property during 
the year lias been purely prospecting, no ore having been stoped out. Yet I find by the manager’s report 
attached that 3,000 tons of ore was raised during the year, valued at £42,8GG 12s. lid.; and 1 may here 
state that, from information given me by the different managers, the estimated value of tbe ores dispatched 
from here has generally been exceeded by the actual results of sales. By tbe end of the present year, with 
a fairly favourable season, I have no hesitation in saying there will be several smelters in blast on this line 
of reef, and a largo population gathered there.

The Umbcrumberka mine has been steadily worked during the whole year, and with highly satisfac
tory results, details of which will be found in the manager's report. This property I take to be one of tbe 
most permanent mines on the field, and under the management of Mr. E. P. Evans has been splendidly 
developed during the past year.

The Treasure, owned by the Nolan Bros., has turned out some remarkably rich ore during the year, 
some of which has been kindly lent for the Exhibition to be shortly held iu London. Tho whole of this 
ore is still at the mine, and by manager’s report, valued at £12,500.
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I should very much like to give a more detailed account of the venous smaller properties being 
worked, but as they extend over an area of about 80 by 30 miles 1 am unable to visit them, and so obtain 
accurate information as to what results are being obtained.

During the year a considerable area of land was applied for as mineral leases on the Corona Him, 
some 60 miles north of here ; but after a considerable amount of prospecting had boon done without 
obtaining encouraging results, the whole of this portion of tho field lias been deserted.

Very little work has been done on tbe Poolammacca tin lode during the year. This, in a great 
measure,-is due to the absence until lately of water for domestic purpose

The water supply during the past year lias held out remarkably well, and although on two or three 
occasions the prospect of a water famine appeared likely, we were fortunate in getting rain to tide over the 
difficulty, and the splendid fall last month of nearly 4 inches, which was general all over the district, filling 
all dams, tanks, and soakages, lias given a good supply for some months to come.

From the Customs returns for last year, kindly furnished me by the Collector, ] find silver ore, Jtc., 
of the following quantities and values wore exported from this field .—
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& s. d.
Refilled silver.....................  47,521 oz............................ £9,503 0 0
Silrer lead............................ 1901 tons....................... 25,650 0 O
Ore ..................................  1,6231 „ ...................... 73,126 0 0

£103,281 0 0

From the managers' reports from fifteen mines (which ate attached to this report) I find the follow
ing quantities and value of ores have been raised during tbe year 1885 :—

Xante of Company or Mine, Qimutitj' of Ore. Value.

Tons X H. d.
Bioton ITill .......................................................................... 3,000 42,866 12 ii
Day Dream ............................................ . 4.000 51,000 0 0
Urabrmmbevkn .. ......................................................... 1,316 26,588 0 0
Piracies ................................................................................. 2,000 16,000 0 0
Treasure............................................. •.................................. 41 12,500 0 0
Mavbell ................................................................................ 100 5,000 0 0
Mnvhell North ........................................................................... 50 5,000 0 0
Gifnv Girl.............................................................................. 500 5,000 0 0
Christmas ................................................................................. IS 2,546 15 c
Mount Gipps Silver-mining Compuriv ............................. 200 2,126 9 10
iillis Mine ............................... ............................. 12 1,200 0 0
Terrible Dick ............................................................................. 15i 1,006 0 0

30 1.000 o o
Purnnmoota Silver-mining Company.................................. 21 '840 0 0
Muck Up .................................................................................... 10 126 5 10

11,3224 £17 5,800 4 1

All over tho field mining operations are being carried on by the working miners on the small 
chloride veins which permeate the whole of this locality, and I am confident can only he profitably worked 
in that way. These veins are generally not more than two or three inches thick, but exceedingly rich, the 
ore frequently running into several thousands of ounces per ton.

In the past year 643 mineral lease applications were received ; 622 mineral and 592 business 
licenses were issued ; also 82 minci-s' rights. The amount of revenue received at this office, exclusive of 
stamp duty, was JE] 0,242 15s. fid.

I estimate the value of machinery now at work on the field at T 20,000. This amount will be 
largely increased during tbe present year by the erection of smelters at Broken Bill and other centres.

The present population of the district I should Ihink reaches fully 5,000, Silverton containing about
2,000 of that number.

In conclusion, I may state that although there is no doubt thousands of acres of land that have been 
applied for as mineral leases in this locality will be utterly valueless, still there cannot he a possible doubt 
that the permanence of the field as a silver and lead producing one is firmly established ; also that when the 
South Australian Bailway, now in course of construction to the border, is completed, the annual output of 
ore from these mines will be enormous, and give employment to a large number of hands.

The following return from two mines is omitted in the quantities and value of ore won :— 
Ben and Chickens S.M. Co.. 100 tons, valued at .£3,000 : Bird in Hand S.M. Co., 214 tons, valued 
at £281. '

Albeht District—Wibcarnia Division,

(Mr. Warden Gower, P.M., Wilcannw.)
I no myself tlie honor to inform you that no mining is being earned on within my portion of the Albert 
District.

Several parties are prospecting for gold and silver between here and Burke’s Cave, on tho Silverton 
road, but without, at present, any apparent success.

The want of a good supply of water on this track prevents prospectors from going far away from any 
of the station tanks, and hence prospecting is confined to a distance of about 10 miles on either side of tho 
Sil vertonAYi Icaunia road.

Albert
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{Mr. Warden G. McA. King, P.M., Milparinka.)
My report for the year just ended will be somewhat different from those of previous years, inasmuch as it 
will narrate of copious rains having visited this part of the Colony, the months of January and December 
having been remarkable for the great quantity that fell—9 inches in tho former month, and nearly 4 
inches in the latter month, while the smaller quantities which fell in March and September (over 21 inches 
and 2f inches respectively) have kept the herbage in a lively state, consequently the past year has been con
sidered by the graziers as the best season that has been known ; and whereas the stock returns for 1884 
showed only 801 horses, 6,592 cattle, and 108,815 sheep,—1,170 horses, 11,794 cattle, and 411,619 sheep 
have been ref urned for 1885. The mining industry has also benefited very materially, the miners having 
been enabled to clear up all their accumulated heaps of wash-dirt and carry on their operations with but 
little interruption. The January rains induced many miners to return to this field, the result being the 
opening up of a deep lead at Mount Browne, on Billygout Hill, by M'Kenzie and party, who struck payable 
gold at a depth of 55 foet, the wash-dirt being 1-J, foot thick. This discovery was followed by three other 
parties, who found tbe lead at greater depths, and obtained payable gold. A small rush of miners ensued, and 
several shafts were put down, and tbe ground was found dipping towards the west, so much that no bottom 
at 210 feet could be touched \ but water of excellent quality was mot in three shafts, and the quantity was 
so great that it could not be overcome by the miners' ordinary appliances, and tbe claims suspended work, 
and some have been abandoned. Tho yield from these shafts has steadily averaged about H oz. to the load 
orton. Several heavy specks aud nuggets have been found weighing from 1 dwt. to J oz. "

At the One-mile, Mount Browne, the lead of gold that was found under the cement has now been 
picked up again 400 yards further to the south, and two parties are in payable gold at a depth of 56 foet— 
the yield in one case being 4j- ounces to the load ; in the other H- ounce to the load or ton. One puddling 
machine has been steadily at work, and realized returns from surface dirt averaging H dwt. to the ton.

Underground water having been proved to exist at a certain depth, 210 feet, an abandoned shaft has 
been resumed by the Department of Public Works for a water supply, and when this well is in working 
order the population of Mount Browne will be supplied with water for domestic purposes.

At Good Friday a few parties have been working, but without any great amount of success, the gold 
being found in patches from the surface to a depth of 18 feet.

At the reefs at Warratta Creek the Wittabrinna Company’s crushing machine has been intermittently 
at work with results of about half an ounce to the ton of stone. This plant, however, lias recently changed 
hands, having been purchased at a very low figure by a syndicate of local residents and let to a party of 
tributors, ami will probably now be continuously worked. Some prospecting on other lines of reefs is being 
done, and good results anticipated, the gold showing freely in tins quart,z.

At the Granite or Tibooburra the puddling machines have been steadily at work through the 
year with very little intermission, and have realized results equal to about 14 dwt. to tho ton. Nuggetly 
G ully still continues to support a few miners.

It is very difficult to estimate the quantity of gold niised here during tho year, as an unknown 
quantity is sent away by private bands and through the post office. Tho only escort for the year started 
from here on the 30th August, taking nearly 1,009 oz., and there is now 600 oz. awaiting escort; probably 
500 or 600 oz. more have been sent away privately ; thus the yield for the season may he estimated at 2,100 
oz. of'gold. The mining population, as repiesented by miners’ rights, is 130; business licenses, 120; 
women, 80 : children, 126; total on the gold-field, 756. On the surrounding stations, 293 men, 80 women, 
and 126 children ; total population of the Milparinka District, 1,255.

The health of the residents of tins district has been exceedingly good ; there have been no cases of 
typhoid fever, and only fourteen deaths have been registered.

The 51 ilparinka waterhole suffered during the floods of January last, the earthen embankment thrown 
across tho, Evelyn Creek having been completely washed away ; we have, however, had such frequent rains that 
the waterhole has never been absolutely dry ; therefore the well put down by your department has not been 
called into use for more than a day or two before the January rams. The permanent well put down by 
the Department of Public Works still remains unfinished. At Tibooburra tho new well has not yet reached a 
sufficient supply of water, but the season has been so good that there is little need at present for well water. 
A Government tank of 20,000 cubic yards was barely completed at Warratta Creek before the late rains, 
which filled it in a few hours : and as all the lakes and reservoirs are full of water the country presents 
anything but the arid desert of the last few years.

I beg to append an abstract from my meteorological journal, which may be interesting, as showing 
the rainful and the temperature, J'c.

Albert District—Milparinka Division.

Monthly abstract from Meteorological Journal, kept at Milparinka, by C. Tic A. King, during 1885.

Mantli.
Aneroid. Thermometer 

in shnde at 0 a m. Temperature Mam

Mai Min.

Itaih,
TcmjK Pressure iijy Wot. Point of 

humidity. Ma\. Mm

Jammrj .............................. 20 037 85-5 67 5 19-0 112 0 5S-0 99-4 70 U 9-58
February ............................... 29 037 ^5 5 71-3 14-2 106-0 5t-' 97-0 63-2
March .................................. 30 022 71-J, 61-7 9-7 99 5 40 0 83-07 65'9 1-53
April...................................... 618, 30181 03 7 56-1 7’6 83 5 39-0 77-1 49‘2 43
5% ......................................... 5S 5 HU 181 60-0 53'0 7-0 88-0 36 0 77*4 43 5 ■40
Juno..................................... '15 0 30 145 4.70 4 1-2 32 78 0 28-0 63 0 38’5 ■11
July...................................... 40-4 30-143 46-7 4-2-0 47 710 310 65 0 34-8
August ................................. 54-7 30-078 50 0 46 9 9-1 89-0 29-0 72 0 408
September ....................... 60-8 30-138 60 9 53'0 7-9 86 0 37'0 74-7 47 S 2-37
October.................................. 74 7 30-157 75 0 58 6 16-4 107-0 38 0 90 0 58-1 ■04
November.............................. 7!) O 30 0S3 79-2 60-3 18 9 107-0 470 93 4 61-8 •25
December .. ................. 810 30036 86-1 63-6 J.6'5 109-0 55-0 90 7 71 4 3-4:1

62-76 30-087 GSO 56-9 111 1320 28-0 82-5 53-0 1813
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(E, C. Kiwj, Mining Registrar.)
Hkkewitii I have tlio lionoi1 to Jiand you my yearly returns, also my animal report on the Mount Browne 
Hi vision of the Albert Mining District.

During the past year 430 miners’ rights have been issued, and sixty-four business licenses, and sixty 
mineral licenses. This shows an increase of miners’ rights of 120, and a decrease of business licenses of 
fourteen, and increase of mineral licenses of sixty. '

Tbe year 1885 lias been far more prosperous than the three preceding years, for in January wc had 
Of inches of rain which thoroughly renovated the whole district after the severe drought. This filled all the 
lakes around the gold-field ; but these lakes are too far distant from the field to be of use to the mining 
population, other than opening communication with civilization. This rain caused much damage by washing 
nearly all the diggers’ dams in the creeks. Since January wc have had several good falls of rain through 
the year, in all 18 inches.

Early in March a rush took place to Billygoatllill, at Mount Browne, caused through a prospecting 
party, M'Kenzie ifc Jordon, striking a run of good gold at 55 feet, running south-west, averaging 2 oz. to 
the ton or load. Numbers of shafts have been since put down in the vicinity, and four claims are now 
working on the lead, and are averaging from 1 to 2 oz. to the. ton. Several of these claims have bad to 
suspend work on account of having struck such a body of water that they cannot beat it back, and so get 
on to tho bottom with the appliances they use. This lead has been traced to a depth of 150 feet. Mount 
Browne, since this discovery, has a very different appearance as compared with 1S84, when there was only 
one house left on the block surveyed for business sites, <tc. Now it has been supporting three stores, a 
public-house, butcher's and baker’s shop, and several residences. Independent of the Billygoat Hill lead, 
payable gold is found scattered all round Mount Browne and the 4-mile, from a depth of 6 feet to the 
surface. Several fine nuggets have been found lying on the top of surface. At the 1-mile two parties have 
struck gold at a depth of 5G feet, one averaging as much as 4 oz. 5 dwt. to the ton, the other only I oz. 
5 dwt. to the ton. Several parties are now sinking all round to trace the lead.

At Warratta Creek the quartz-reefs have been stagnant for nearly nine months, when a Company 
was formed consisting of the principal business people in Milparinka, who bought up the Wittabrinna 
machineiy and claim, tbe., and have let it out on tribute. The tributors have crushed 50 tons, and won 28 
oz. from it; this is from picked stone. A rush in the alluvial has taken place lately near Evans’ Gully, 
about 6 miles from tbe reefs, where a rich patch has been found at a shallow depth, but as yet nothing of 
importance has been done there.

At Tibooburra (the granite) the miners have been very fortunate in getting their dams and reservoirs 
repeatedly Idled, which has enabled most of them to keep their puddling machines going all the year. The 
dirt they puddle is found from G feet to the surface, aud yields 1 to 1£ dwt. to the ton. The miners at 
Nuggetty Gully are still getting very good gold, and occasionally find some large nuggets weighing over an 
oz. No deep lead has yet been found here, though some parties have been prospecting for one.

At Good Friday several parties getting payable gold, but nothing rich has been reported yet.
A very rich discovery of silver was reported to have been found near the Packsaddle Station, about 

00 miles from here, and a rush was at once caused, and numbers of claims were taken up, and thirty-six 
inineral leases applied for; but it was soon found out to be a swindle, and everybody abandoned their claims. 
The promoter, Robert Gordon Graham, was afterward shot dead while trying to escape arrest by the police.

The floating population of the diggings is about 450. Tbe supply of provisions has been and is now 
abundant, and at a moderate price ; but it is anticipated that when the road which is now being opened 
between here and Bourke is practicable that goods of all kinds will be cheaper.

There has been very little sickness on the diggings this last year.

CoiiAK District—Hillstox Division.

(Mr. Warden O'Weill, P.M., HiUstm.)
The delay in sending in my report for 1885 has arisen partly from my absence in Sydney, and on official 
duty, and partly from my inability to procure the necessary information as to actual mining operations 
during that year.

I regret to have to report that in consequence of the low price of copper the New Mount Hope 
mine at Mount Hope and the Great Central Mine at Soutli Mount Hope have closed tlfeir works since the 
first of this year. This has had the effect of throwing a large number of men and boys out of employment, 
and of causing both townships to be almost abandoned, whilst owners of property may be said to 
have lost everything, as, without the mines, house property is of no earthly value. During 1885 the quan
tity of ore raised by the New Mount Hope mine consisted of 3,795 tons, producing 635 tons of fine copper; 
and for the same period 110 men and boys wore employed. I have not been able to obtain particulars of 
the yield, &c., at the South Mount Ho|>e mine, but I may say that the general opinion is that it is a very 
rich mine, and with a rise in the price of copper, and better management than heretofore, it would prove to 
be one of the best producing mines in the Colony. Last year ten gold lease applications and two mineral lease 
applications were made at this office. Some of these have been approved of and others have been refused. 
In the present depressed state of the country, however, I do not expect to hear of anything like a successful 
working of those which have been granted, for tho reason that the applicants arc men whose financial 
position depends upon businesses that derive their support from the common prosperity of the district.

Grigg’s Gold-mining Company, at Lake Cudgellico, lias also suspended work. The Company, it seems, 
was in the hands of persons in Melbourne, and between them and the local directors and shareholders some 
difficulties have arisen, with a stoppage of work as a result. ‘When work ceased 186 tons 10 cwt. of 
quartz had been crushed, yielding 94 oz, G dwt. 12 gr. of gold. It is said that under proper manage
ment this mine could be made a payable one; and an opinion exists that the country around Cudgellico 
is auriferous, and would doubtless be prospected if the mine were in proper hands so as to show fair results.

A large number of miners’ rights were taken out in the early part of last year; but the absence of 
prosperity in other respects has without doubt led to an abandonment of anything in the shape of prospecting 
for the present, 1 have not, for the past seven years, seen anything to equal tho depression which now exists.

C’ohak

Albuut Distiuct—Moum EitmiSE Division.



105

Oobar District—Cobar Division.

(Mr. Warden T. A. Davies, (P.M., Cobar,)
1 have the honor toisubmit my report on the Cobar Mining District for the year 1885,

Gold.
There has been no gold-mining in this district during the past twelve months. The scarcity of water 

and extreme dryness of this part of the country will always be a great hindrance to gold-mining enterprise 
therein.

* Copper.
The Great Cobar mine and the Nymagee mine, at and about which the respective towns of Cobar 

and Nymagee have sprung up, are still in full work, notwithstanding the very low prices ruling for copper. 
No other mines are being worked in this district.

' Cobar.
At the Cobar mine 500 men and boys are employed. ■
The plant at the mine consists of:—Three 40-h.p. engines, three 8-h.p. do,, two stone-breakers, one 

crusher, one jigger, two Tangye pumps, one Chilian mill, two pug mills, one brick-presscr, two air-com- 
pressers, one air-winch, eight rock-drills, turning lathes, boring and shaping machines, <tc. ; also dwelling- 
houses, magazine, stores, and workshops.

There are sixteen reverbatory furnaces, and a brick stack 160 feet in height, to which the furnaces 
are connected by means of tunnels. Noxious fumes are thereby carried away beyond the town boundary. 
There are also three cupola furnaces.

The supply of firewood is maintained by a steam tramway running 12 miles into the bush. The 
rolling stock consist of six locomotives and 124 trucks ; the supply is further supplemented by a large number 
of wood-carters, the total annual consumption of firewood being about 70,000 tons.

The value of the plant is set down at £85,000.
The depth of the shaft is 564 feet. '
The depth of deepest level, 420 feet
The width of the lode, from 2 to 50 feet.
The lode is vertical, bearing north 80" west
The total quantity of ore raised from tho mine is 142,000 tons.
The total quantity of ore smelted at the works, 134,537 tons, which produed 17,241 tons of fine 

copper, to the value of £1,206,870,
The total amount paid in wages is about £1,000,000.
The ores in this mine consist of carbonates, oxides, and sulphides.
The average percentage is 13 per cent.

Wages.
Miners—from 9s. to 10s. per day.
Smelters, foremen—from 10s. to 12s. Gd. per day.

Do. firemen—from 8s. to 10s. ,,
Skilled mechanics—from 10s. to 13s. 4d. „
Blacksmiths—from 10s. to 13s. 4d. „
Horse-drivers—from 7s. „
Labourers—from 7s. ,,

The population of Cobar at the last Census was 3,000, but is now probably somewhat less.
Nyngan, the nearest accessible station on the Great Western Line, is distant about SO miles, whence 

all supplies are forwarded by teams, returning with refined copper.
A line of railway, for whicli the money had been voted by Parliament, has been surveyed from 

Nyngan to Cobar, Cobar being nearly in a straight line from that place to Wilcannia, on tho Darling, the 
whole distance of about 250 miles being through almost level country, admirably suited for railway construc
tion, and requiring no engineering works of any magnitude.

Nymagee.
The Nymagee copper-mine is situated about 50 miles south-east from Cobar,
Iu this mine 350 men and boys are employed.
The plant at the mine consists of :—Two horizontal engines, two Tangye pumps, one patent Root’s 

blower, stone-breakers, crushers, <tc., die, ; also dwelling-houses, offices, magazine, stores, and workshops.
There are eleven furnaces; the fuel is entirely supplied by wood-carters, the quantity consumed 

annually being about 52,230 tons.
Tim value of tbe plant is set down at £15,000.
The depth of shaft is 528 feet.
The depth of deepest level, 516 feet.
Width of lode, from 4 to 12 feet.
Bearing, or strike, north 20" west. .
The quantity of ore raised during the past year, and smelted, is 15,773 tons, which produced 1,804 

tons of fine copper, to the value of £80,000.
The amount paid in wages during the year is £50,000,
The ores in the mine consist of sulphurets and carbonates, the average percentage being 11'44 per 

cent. -
Tbe population of Nymagee is about 1,000. Nyngan, distant 05 miles, is the nearest station on the 

Great Western Line of Railway.
442—0 Cobar
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Coeae District—Coear Division.

. (F. L. Osborne, Mining Registrar.)
I have the honor to report that the mining industry during the past year in this district has been, and 
still remains, in a very depressed state, caused by the low price of copper and the great difficulty in pros
pecting through want of water away from tanks and dams, there being no creeks or watercourses in the district 
where there is a permanent supply of water j and to show the difficulties experienced by unfortunate men 
when strangers in these parts, I may state that four men have within the last month perished for want of 
water.

No gold-mines have been working during the last year, nor has any gold been won, although reefs 
abound, and are known to be auriferous; but the difficulty is to work them, through want of water and 
machinery, there being no crushing plant in the district.

Copper-mining still continues, and the Great Cobar Copper-mining Company are still working, but 
curtailing their expenses in every way in their power to enable them to keep the mine going. It looks 
as well as ever, and only requires a rise in the price of copper to enable it to be, as it has been, one of the 
best mines in the Colony, _ _

There are rumours of another large lode of copper having been discovered, but the parties will give 
no information, but await better times; and I am sure if there was a railway to this town it would be tho 
means of opening up a number of copper lodes which are known to exist, but will not now pay on account 
of expense of carriage. No gold or mineral leases have been applied for during the year.
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Oobae District—Nymagee Division.

(F. G. Day, Mining Registrar.)
The only mining in the district at present is for copper, by the Nymagee Copper-mining Company, Limited, 
Nymagee. 350 men and boys are employed by the Company, the machinery used being two horizontal 
engines, two Tangye and one Root's blower, the value of which amounts to £15,000. This year 15,773 tons 
ore have been raised, which have all been smelted at the mine, and have produced 1,804 tons of fine copper, 
value £80,000. The depth of shaft is now 528 feet, and the depth of the deepest level, 516 feet. The 
width of lode from 4 to 12 feet, and the dip is bearing to the west, and strike north 20 degrees west.

Cobar District—Hillston Division.

(M. Hogan, Mining Registrar.)

I have the honor to state that, as far as mining enterprise is concerned in this district, I have nothing 
favourable to report. On the contrary, matters have assumed a change for the worse. Tire new Mount 
Hope copper-mine has for the present suspended operations, owing, as I am informed, to the low price of 
copper. Grigg’s Gold-mining Company, at Cudgellico, has also stopped work in consequence, as I am told, 
of complications between the directors in Melbourne and the local directors, as resulting from the action of 
the late manager.

During the past year nine business licenses, two mineral licenses, and 114 miners’ rights have been 
issued here,

The Warden, who has been absent in Sydney, will write more fully upon the mining matters as soon 
as necessary information has been obtained.

INSPECTOR
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INSPECTOR OF MINES’ REPORT.

In submitting my annual report for the year 1885, I have the honor to again acknowledge with thanks the 
assistance given me by Wardens, Coroners, and Mining Registrars in furnishing this department with the 
earliest information possible of all mining accidents which have occurred in their respective districts in 
mines other than coal or shale mines during the year 1885.

The following is a list of accidents as reported by the above-mentioned officers as having occurred in 
their respective districts during the year 1885.

<

Date.
Name 

of Mine or 
Company.

Locality, Persons
killed.

Persons
seriously
injured.

i

O
cc

up
at

io
n.

CuttfiG of death or injury.

Fatal. Non-
fatal.

Fall
of

earth.

Foiling1
down
shaft.

Using
iron

scraper
with

powder.

Fall
of

earth.

1 Jan. 0.. Gaily Swamp Carcoar .. Chas. Barlow Miner Felt ill while below in the mine, 1
and requested to bo raised to tbe
surface, but before lie reached the
surface he fell off the rope, and
through the fall broke his neck.

2 Feb. 0.. Tingha__ Killed by fall of earth............... . i
Waters.

3 1
Copper.

4 July 4.. Dennis Ryan 1
Reef.

5 July SO.. 1
pricking out a missed shot.6 July S3,. Sunny Comer Mitchell .. G. Farrington Both legs Through fall of earth.................. i

fractured.
7 Aug. 25.. No name.... Tingha__ Huy Chee .. Killed bv falling down a shaft.... 1
8 Oct. 13.. W. Joynson.. i

O.M.C.
4 2 1 i

A few other accidents were reported to me during the year, but which could hardly be considered as 
mining accidents, the principal of which is that of a chinaman, who fractured his leg through a piece of lignite 
falling on him while walking towards his work at the Kiandra Gold-mining Company mines, Kiandra.

During the year 1885 I have travelled and inspected the principal mines in several important mining 
districts in the north, soutli, and west.

Gold.
Commencing with Kiandra, which was inspected by me in the early part of February. Here the 

auriferous deposits are not only rich and very extensive, but they are also very interesting in a practical, 
as well as geological (theoretic), point of view. They are of such richness and extent that they deserve 
to be better known by the public. .

Kiandra is suitated on the Monara tableland, fully 5,000 feet above the sea-level, amongst tire 
Australian Alps, and within 40 miles of the highest mountain in Australia. It would at first seem strange 
that such extensive auriferous deposts should occur on the top of some of the highest mountains; but the 
country surrounding this ancient valley, now covered by tbe volcanic fluid (basalt), must at one time have 
been of far greater altitude, because at present the basalt caps, with few exceptions, the most elevated ridges, 
forming in places quite a tableland. One of the highest mountains in the Alps, which is known as Table 
Top Mountain, is capped by basalt. Probably this mountain is the principal source from whence the lava 
flowed, which has covered the ancient valley of Kiandra. There is a great field open in the Kiandra district 
for the profitable investment of capital, provided sufficient capital be forthcoming to bring a large supply of 
water from the head of the Tumut, the Snowy, or the Doubtful rivers; and unless some such scheme is 
carried out Kiandra, although a rich gold-field, will still linger along, and the present hydraulic sluicing 
operations, although payable, will not return such large interest on the capital invested, as from the 
undoubted richness of the deposits they would do were there sufficient water to keep two or three nozzles at 
work on each mine all the year round.

The New Chum or Kiandra Gold-mining Company, which, at the time o^ my inspection, was, and is 
now, under the able and energetic management of Mr. James Patterson, is situated on a high ridge, within 1 
mile of the Kiandra township, and was at the time of my visit the only mine in full sluicing operation on 
the Kiandra gold-field. The auriferous wash in this mine averages from 4 to 9 feet in thickness, is of a 
cemented nature, and rests on a Silurian slate. Above the wash is a bed of carboniferous clay (earthy 
lignite), from 12 to 30 feet in thickness, over which there are layers of clay and sand, capped on the surface 
by a few feet of basalt. Tbe whole height of the face is from 70 to 103 feet. The modus operandi of 
hydraulic sluicing as carried on at Kiandra, is that the nozzle, which is attached to the iron pipes, is fixed 
within 50 to 100 feet from the face of the workings intended to be operated upon ; this nozzle, which works 
on a swivel, can be directed by one man all round from the bottom to the top or sides of the faces. When 
the water is fully turned on it has a pressure of 140 feet, and a sufficient force to break in small fragments 
tbe cemented wash, causing often a fall of hundreds of tons of earth and earthy lignite. The latter often falls 
in blocks of several tons weight. To break this into small fragments for the force of water at command to 
wash away, boles are bored into it with an auger, and a charge of dynamite inserted and fired off. As the 
the boring of holes in the lignite only takes a few minutes, the sound of shots can be heard in quick suc
cession all day long. During the year 1884 the Kiandra Gold-mining Company sluiced 16,955 tons of stuff 
in 2,997 hours, with a yield of 926 oz. 11 dwt. 9 gr. of gold. The number of tons of stuff sluiced during the 
year 1SS5, cleaned off the bottom, was 7,075 yards, tbe yield of gold during that period being 1,060 oz. 12 
dwt. 15 gr., but the figures of the last six months in the yield of gold have improved very considerably, 
showing that 2,580 yards cleaned yielded 806 oz. 14 dwt. 21 gr.

In my report on the Kiandra mine, whicli was written by me at Kiandra, and published, by 
the authority of the Hon, the Minister for Mines (Mr, J. P. Abbott), in the Sydney Morning Herald,

February
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February 24th, I wrote thus:—“ The yield of gold proves beyond doubt that if a constant supply 
of water could be obtained the result could bn very satisfactory; although it cannot be denied that 
the Kiandra Gold-mining Company have already spent a large amount of capital in the storage of 
water, and the necessary appliances to develop their mine, as the following will show:—Area of 
reservoir, 80 acres 22 perches; capacity, 431,937,300 gallons; length of embankment, 500 feet; width 
at bottom, 225 feet; width at top, 14 feet: and height, 40 feet. Gf water-races there arc several, 
miles in length, connecting the large reservoir with the mine, and some races are leading the. water to the 
reservoir. The water-races, especially between the mine and the reservoir, ought to be increased in width, 
and the reservoir in its holding capacity, as it may be reasonably supposed that wet seasons will follow the 
dry seasons against which the hydraulic-sluicing Companies have had to contend at Kiandra since their 
first starting ; but if the above suggested improvements are made, at least two, instead of one nozzle, might 
be profitably employed, and this rich mine, which is at present only lingering along, although payable, 
would become one of the best dividend-paying properties in New South Wales. Whether the above sug
gestions have been taken into the consideration by the directors of the Kiandra G.M.C. I cannot say; but 
I note with pleasure that on the last half-yearly meeting of the Company it was stated that, after careful 
consideration, the directors have decided to carry on the following improvements before sluicing is resumed, 
viz:—

1. The cutting of the head race to twice its present width, and widening of Pig Gully race.
2. The raising of the embankment of the dam 4- feet, which will afford immense additional storage 

capacity, and will enable sluicing to be carried on during ordinary seasons at least eight months in the year, 
the greater portion of which time two nozzles can be used.

3. The lying down of an additional line of pipes for the second nozzle.
In order to place this mine on a satisfactory and payable footing it is imperative that these works 

should be carried out at once. The working of two nozzles will admit of double the quantity of ground being 
worked at very little additional cost. Thus, it will be seen, that the improvements I suggested on my visit 
of inspection to Kiandra in the early part of 1885, are to be earned out iu the beginning of 1886. Length 
of iron-piping or fluming, 1,071 feet—22 inches, 15 inches, and 13 inches respectively. Size of nozzle 
attached to the piping and in general use, 5-inch, and 4|-inch in diameter. Length of boxes, 1,574 feet, 
including under current boxes through which tbe finer stuff passes ; the boxes are 3 feet in width, but are 
lined with wooden blocks, leaving 2 feet in the clear by 18 inches in height, with a fall of 7 incites to the 12 
feet. Mercury (quicksilver) is thrown loosely in the boxes for the puiposc of amalgamating with the finer 
gold. Pieces of quartz, some fully £ cwt., containing coarse gold have often been found, and were found in 
the wash at the time of my inspection, pointing to the fact that a rich quartz-reef is somewhere near, at 
hand, and most probably in the Company’s property.

The Four-mile, or South Broomfield, G.M.C., is situated between Kiandra and tbe Nine-mile, near 
the edge of the basalt formation. A little hydraulic sluicing has been done in a narrow gutter, but which 
seemed to widen at the face left off. About 1 mile northerly of the South Broomfield, is the North Broom
field. Very little work has been done here; the wash appeared to be auriferous,and likely to pay when a, 
good supply of water can be obtained.

The Nine-mile, or Empress, mine is likely to be the richest mine in the Kiandra District, provided a 
large supply of water can be obtained. The face from which the stuff is sluiced is fully 100 feet in depth, 
the returns from which, whenever water has been available for sluicing purposes, has been extraordinarily 
rich.

The Eight-mile G.M. Co.’s mine is under the able management of Mr. Bichard Davies, but the mine 
is not at present in such full work as desired. The length of the main tunnel or tail-race is 600 feet, with a 
branch tunnel of 201 feet, and a cross tunnel 40 feet in length ; height of face of stuff, from 60 to 90 feet; 
length of boxes, 1,232 feet; width, 4 feet, which, lined with wooden blocks, leaves 3 feet in the clear; grade, 
7 inches to tho 12 feet; length of under-current, 44 feet. I noticed at the time of my inspection that the 
tunnel between the 400 and 600 feet lengths was not boxed or even lined on the bottom, which is certainly 
a false economy, that is if the time and labour are worth anything, it must hike at least double as much time 
to clear up the rough bottom as it would take if boxes were laid down. At the time of my inspection the 
6-inch nozzle connected with the 30-inch piping, having a pressure of 270 feet, was brought into operation, 
and showed the tremendous force of water by which stones, earth, and even logs of wood, were thrown up 
several feet into the air.

The Fifteen-mile, or the Golden Crown G.M. Co., is situated about 3 miles off the left bank of the 
Tumut River. The formation is slates, sandstone, and granite, and small belts of serpentine intersect the 
abovenamed formations. The Company’s water supply is one of the best at Kiandra, and if their race was 
extended from 3 to 4 miles in length they would in favourable seasons be able to sluice all the year round.

Quartz Veins.
The quartz veins or reefs have been greatly neglected in tbe Kiandra Gold-field. A quartz reef 

now laying idle at tbe head of the Three-mile, out of which I was informed 500 tons of quartz had been 
crushed, yielded on an average 15 dwt. of gold per ton. The reef is said to be from 2 to 3 feet in thickness; 
it is in slate formation, but at 40 foet from surface tbe flow of water is very strong. This is the reason I 
was not able to examine the reef below the surface. Quartz veins can be seen in several parts of the district 
having an auriferous appearance on the Surface, but few, if any, have ever received a thorough prospecting.

Adelong.
A temporary dullness has occurred in the Adelong mines during the year, owing to the stoppage of 

several of the principal and deep mines. Some of the discharged miners have left the district, whereas 
others are out prospecting in different directions. Payable prospects have been obtained at the Gap Beef, 
in the diorite formation. The reef, so far, has only been worked on shallow levels.

There are also several other parts near Adelong where payable quartz veins are likely to be dis
covered. Even in the midst of the township rich gold-bearing quartz has been picked up on the surface, 
which leaves no doubt whatever that a payable quartz vein is in close proximity to where these specimens 
were found,
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At Donkey Hill and other places a few parties have taken up abandoned claims -with every prospect 
of success. A new quartz reef has been discovered at Paddy’s River by Hawkins and party, out of which 
the first 3 tons crushed yielded, at Wilson and Ritchie’s machine, 7 oz. 9 dwt. of gold. _

Roth in A. D. Sheppard’s and Travers Jones’s alluvial mines several of the men liavobeen discharged, 
and unless the lands now fenced in are thrown open for mining purposes it is very unlikely that tins branch 
of mining in the Adelong District will recover for some time to come. But I nevertheless have great 
faith in tiie Adelong District as a permanent prosperous gold-field, and believe that by force of circumstances 
it will again come to the front.

Gundmjai.
About 9 miles north of Gundagai is a mine known as the Tarabandra lease (owned by Mr. James

D. Williams), which consists of a dyke in tiie porphyry formation, on which a shaft has been sunk about 90 
feet in depth. The crushing stuff consists of bands of quartz and porphyry several feet in thickness, out of 
which payable crushings had been obtained. There is a large quantity of crushing stud at grass whicli 
seems gold-bearing. A d.iiu and an 8-h. p. engine were in course of erection at the time of my inspection.

One mile southerly of Williams’s is the Gundagai Great Victoria mine. This is also a dyke, similar 
to Williams’s, in some parts 20 feet in thickness. A large reservoir and large quartz-crushing machinery 
were in course of erection, and several hundred tons of stuff on the surface to be operated upon. _

About 12 miles north-west of Gundagai is the Bongongolong mine, which consists of a. dyke in the 
porphyry formation. Several shafts have been sunk, and crushings as high as £ oz. gold per ton obtained. I 
saw several pieces of quartz on the surface thickly impregnated with gold, the quartz also containing a large 
percentage of iron and arsenical pyrites.

Some 2^ miles north-west of Gundagai is situated the Floreston Gold and Asbestos Company, 
in the serpentine formation. Hornblende, talc, and carbonate of lime are the principal, matrices of the 
Floreston lode; the gold, although in payable quantities, is so fine that ordinary gold-saving appliances are 
almost useless ; some of (he gold which can be seen with the naked eye on the hornblende aud carbonate of 
lime is like paint. The lode has a north-east strike, and gold has now been traced for fully 80 foet in length. The 
veins of talc and of carbonate of lime occur generally in the fool-wall, but contain no gold until they reach 
the fissure or a lode. J believe that if the lode wore sunk on, say to a depth of 300 feet, it would be found 
to bo a purely pyritous lode, and probably very rich in gold. Levels could then be opened, and the shoots 
of auriferous pyrites could then be followed down. If this was done, the Floreston Gold-mining Company 
might be able to employ a large number of men wit!) proiilable results. _ _

The district of Gundagai is surrounded by extensive auriferous and mineral deposits, but unfortu
nately a great deal of the land had been alienated before the proclamation of tho Gundagai Gold-field. 
There are several valleys which, by surface indications, should contain payable gold, but few of whicli have 
obtained a thorough prospecting.

Temora.
The alluvial workings still continue to employ a few score of men, but their average, yield is begin

ning to get rather low. Nothing fresh has been opened in the alluvial, but a few very rich patches of gold 
have boon obtained in the Mother Shipton and other quartz mines. Several prospecting parties were aided 
by Government searching for alluvial leads, but none proved successful.

' Qiwanbeyan,.
This district abounds in minerals of all descriptions, but hitherto none of these mineral deposits 

have been worked to any great extent. Time will, however, surely come when sufficient capital will be 
forthcoming to thoroughly prospect for and develop on an extensive scale the mineral wealth of (his district, 
although it cannot be denied that some of the old residents of Queanbeyan, and foremost of all, Mr. J. J. 
Wright, J.P., one of tho keenest aud most enterprising gentlemen of the Queanbeyan District, have spent 
time and large sums of money in endeavouring to develop the mineral wealth of thou- district.

Braid-wood.
Several discoveries of payable quartz veins have been made during the year in the Braidwood Dis

trict. One of these veins, on the Little River, named the Day Dawn, is from 2 to 3 feet in thickness j and, 
at the time of my inspection, 16 tons of quartz, crushed at Forsyth’s crushing machine, Bell's Creek, yielded 
39 oz. of gold, which realized £3 19s. fid. per oz. Larger crushings than the latter have since taken place 
with somewhat similar results. _

There was no crushing machinery nearer than that of Mr. Forsyth’s, Bell’s Creek. The erection of a 
small crushing plant at or near the Little River would be of great benefit to the whole district, and would 
tend to open up hitherto undiscovered quartz veins, of whicli many will bo found to contain as rich, if not 
richer, auriferous deposits than those discovered at the Day Dawn reef. t _

At Major's Creek mining is rather dull, principally owing to the great scarcity of water for sluicing 
purposes. None of the numerous quartz veins—such as the Dargue, the Young Australian, Rise and Shine, 
and The Snobs—are working. Although some of these quartz veins have been very rich in the yield of gold, the 
quartz is thickly impregnated with pyrites of both iron and arsenical copper blend and other complex ores, 
which have made the profitable working of these mines very difficult; nevertheless, with proper appliances, 
these ores may be treated on the spot with profitable results.

The same remarks as to Major’s Creek also apply to Bell’s Creek, where Mr, T. Forsyth has a very 
compact and well-contracted 10-stamp quartz-crushing battery, with gold-saving appliances of a superior 
description.

Several fresh mines have been opened in the Araluen Valley. Tail-races have been brought up the 
valley, instead, as formerly, of using extensive and costly steam machinery. Through the agency of these 
tail-races poor ground that could not be worked under the system of steam is now made payable. The 
principal mines at work were Smith’s mine, Doyle’s mine, New Oriental mine, Bee-hive, and others. Ihe 
whole of tho work in the Araluen Yalley is done by a system of stripping. The strata consist of sand from 
the surface down to the auriferous wash (drift) from 30 to 40 feet, and auriferous wash about 6 feet in thick
ness. The former is thrown away, andthe latter is put through the sluice-boxes. Of late years the seasons

' have
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have been very dry ; but heavy floods have often occurred in the valley by whicli capitalists and miners have 
sustained severe losses. An instance was brought under my notice at the time of my inspetion well worth 
recording hero. While Doyle and party were opening their mine they discovered aii engine buried in tbe 
sand, which had been carried a considerable distance down the valley and there buried by heavy floods fifteen 
years ago. The engine, however, seemed not much tho worse for its fifteen years under tlie sand,

Wagonya—Boddtta-.

The Wagonga Heads quartz reefs are situated about twelve miles south of Mr. T. S. Mort’s Bodalla 
Estate, on a hill about 300 feet above se;vlevel, and within 2 miles of the sea-coast; they occur in an 
altered sandstone formation ; their strike is nearly due south, with an easterly dip or underlay ; they are 
easily worked ; and some payable crushings have been obtained from these reefs, There are belts of 
auriferous lands between Bodallaaud Wagonga Heads well worthy the attention of prospectors, as some of 
tho lulls, and many of the creeks, gullies, or flats, ought to contain auriferous deposits in payable quantities. 
The greatest difficulty the prospector would have to contend against in prospecting these creeks, gullies, or 
flats, is the heavy flow of water in the drift: hut this may be overcome by bringing up tail-races for 
drainage purposes. If this were done, a considerable number of miners miglit find prof table employment, 
There is a large flat near Carter’s crushing machine which is well worthy of a trial. Coarse gold has been 
obtained in several gullies ; but, as stated above, the great flow of water in the drift lias always been too 
much for small parties to overcome.

Carters crushing machine, in close proximity to the quartz reefs, is a well-arranged, compact, ten- 
stamp battery, driven by a 9-li.p. engine : and, in the absence of pyrites in the quartz, the gold-saving 
appliances are satisfactory.

Toting. ■

Mining has been rather.dull in this onee-famous goldfield, through the scarcity of storm-waters, 
to enable ground-sluicers to go to work. The Burrangong G.M. Co., on the Burrangong Creek, about 3 
miles from Young, have made another start. Iu former attempts, insufficient capital has been its sole 
failure ; and, unless this undoubtedly rich mine is opened with sufficient capital, to systematically work the 
same, it will certainly again lead to failure : whereas, on the other hand, it would probably prove one of the 
best gold-mining investments in Hew South Wales. "

GVfljj/fiit
Only two or three quartz claims are at work : tlie total number of miners is probably under twenty. 

If capita! was forthcoming to test the Lucknow .Reefs at a greater depth Grenfell would again come to the 
front as a mining distinct. Tho Lucknow Reef has been worked down to a depth of about 300 feet. A Com
pany was floated some twelve years ago to work said quartz reef, but before a perpendicular shaft which was 
sunk could be bottomed on tho part of the reef intended to be worked the whole of the available capital had 
been expended, and the shaft is now the only witness to the folly of starting amine with insufficient capital.

Tbrbes.

The mining industry in the district of Forbes has taken a decided step for the better, and of late 
quite a stir has taken place both in alluvial and quartz-mining.

Parkes.

Alluvial gold-mining is very depressed, but quartz-mining is gradually improving. The richest of the 
quartz mines at present at work are on the outskirt of the town of Parkes, west of Forbes and Welcome 
Streets, and on land formerly held by the David Buchanan Gold-mining Company. This Company, instead 
of persevering and thoroughly prospecting their valuable property, spent their capital, as is too often tho 
case with our gold-mining Companies, in costly shafts, elaborate machinery, and surface decorations, in con
sequence of which they failed, abandoned their holdings, and left to the energetic persevering miner tlieta.sk 
of seeking for and discovering rich quartz veins less than 100 feet from the surface, whore the driving in 
the rock and the getting of the quartz requires no explosives, but is done by pick and shovel. Even the 
cost of sinking a shaft is not more than from 3 to 4 shillings per foot. If the capital of our mining Com
panies was more frequently spent in the development of tlie underground workings, instead of the erection of 
elaborate machinery, before tho value of their mine is partly proven less failures would have to be recorded.

Commencing with J, Quayle and party’s mine, who are working on a q uartz vein about 100 feet 
from surface, the deepest part so far obtained being 200 feet: at the latter depth the thickness of vein aver
ages about 2 feet. This party have crushed a total of 914 tons of quartz, with a yield of 4,203 oz. 2 dwt. 
of retorted gold.

South of Quayle's is Mr. W. Haselhurst’s mine. Through Mr. Hnselhurst’s perseverance, his own and 
Quayle’s discovery was made. Mr. Haselliurst, who employs a number of wages men, has crushed 65G tons 
of quartz, with a yield of 2,135 oz. 10 dwt. of gold, or 3 oz. 5|- dwt. of retorted gold per ton, valued at 
£3 19s. per oz. The quartz vein from which this gold has been obtained averages about 2 feet in thickness, 
and is embedded in soft porphyritic rock, which requires no blasting.

South of this mine is that of Johnson MGutosh, where the quartz vein is similar in thickness and 
appearances to that of Hnselhurst’s vein. A crushing over 100 tons paid the party about £5 per week per 
man, after all expenses were paid. ”

Next to this mine is that of George Ritchie and party, who are working on some narrow quartz veins, 
which, if carefully followed, might lead to a very rich shoot of gold. Some of the specimens obtained by this 
party consist of more gold than quartz.

Southerly of the above mine is that of Robert Stewart, Moore, it Co., who also work on narrow 
quartz veins. They had several crushings yeilding about 2 oz. of gold per ton, Mr. Robert Stewart’s 
energy and perseverance have had a great deal to do with the present prosperous si,ate of quartz-mining in 
the Parkes District, although, as is often the case in gold-mining, Mr. Stewart has not been as successful as 
his actions deserved. '

North-easterly of R. Stewart & Co., Drummond, Knightly, and Paravicini, as well as John Nolan and 
party, are on a large reef of payable quartz, and are likely to have good payable returns for a considerable 
time to come.

North-east
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North-east of Quayle there are several parties prospecting. Some of these have lately obtained some 
very good prospects of gold in quartz veins, of which Halo, Mitchell, and party, near Mozondier’s store, are 
the principal. This party had a crushing of nearly 100 tons of quartz, yielding about 1 oz. of gold per ton.

On tbe Bushman’s Hill, Phillips, Murray, ifc Company, discovered a -well-defined quartz vein in a 
hard diorite formal ion whicli requires blasting. They have bad two different crushings with payable returns. 
AVright’s reef has again come to tho front, and payable crushings have been obtained therefrom. Pen
nington's reef, at the Scrubby Plains, is still in course of development. On the Happy Go Lucky reef, 
about 8 miles north of Parkes, a payable crushing lias been obtained ; the gold occurs in shoots, and requires 
careful observation to follow.

Few, if any, of these quartz veins near the town of Parkes would now be at work had it not been for 
the watchfulness of tlie Department of Mines, whose officers persisted, {notwithstanding the failure of the 
David Buchanan Gold-mining Company) that payable quartz veins would be discovered west of Forbes 
and ’Welcome Streets, and that sooner or later a network of said quartz veins or large blocks of quartz 
would be discovered trending north-easterly. Had this opinion not been held by the officers, and backed up 
by the chiefs of the Mines Department from time to time, the whole of tlie lands containing the present rich 
quartz claim would probably have been sold, and fenced in, remaining unproductive for many years to come, 
as cun be seen in the vicinity of Parkes, where large blocks of land have been sold, fenced in, and are now 
lying unproductive. Through the action of the Department of Mines a large number of miners are now 
profitably employed on land near the very streets of Parkes, which otherwise would have been locked up, 
and only held for speculating purposes.

Lucknow.
These mines are under tlie able management of Mr. H. W. Newman, J.P., who has large practical 

mining experience, more especially of the Wentworth Gold-field, and who is ably assisted by Mr. Richard 
Kalaher as underground manager. Independent of machinery, in which great improvements have taken 
place, as well as in the underground workings, of the New Reform G.M.C., other mines have been started, 
under the guidance of Mr. Newman, by an English Company, of which, I am given to understand, the Right 
Hon. W. E. Forster, Lord Gosford, and the Duke of Manchester are huge shareholders.

The main shaft in the New Reform G.M.C. is 300 feet in depth (perpendicular), substantially 
timbered throughout, and fitted with cages, pump, and ladders. The levels opened at 300 feet are 450 feet 
in length. A winze (monkey shaft) has been sunk in. the Perseverance vein 05 feet in depth, from which a 
bunch of rich ore (or abonanza, as Mr. Newman named these bunches) was obtained weighing33 cwt, which 
was crashed at the mine, and contained .-£730 of free gold, with an additional estimate of .£500 worth of ore. 
The latter has been forwarded to England for treatment. Rich ore is also obtained in a rise on the Perse
verance vein. A winze or monkey shaft and a rise on the Industry vein are proceeded with, out of which 
good concentrating ore is being raised. An air-compresser has been erected, by whicli agency the mine will 
be thoroughly ventilated, and several parts of the mine formerly filled with foul air will now be opened.

Mr. Newman is now sinking the main shaft another 100 feet. To do this, he has excavated a 
chamber to receive the waters which filters through the highest levels ; a pentise (pent-house) has been 
erected, and sinking is vigorously proceeded with. A winch worked by compressed air does the winding 
from the main and monkey shafts.

Machinery.—A new 20-h.p. horizontal engine and winding gear, a 20-h.p. air-compressor, a 30-h.p. 
air-receiver, a 30-h.p. boiler, and a 25-h.p. boiler.

Steam was turned on the air-compressor for the first time during my inspection, everything working 
very smoothly. The whole of the machinery is placed on a very substantial timber foundation, and while 
the machinery is working very little, if any, vibration is discernible, The "whole of the machinery is 
covered by an iron shed 85 feet by 40 feet.

The crushing battery has been idle for a length of time through scarcity of water. The battery has 
been described by me iu a former report. At present this Company only employs about twenty-six men, 
but this number will be considerably increased after the first heavy' rain.

Frederick’s Valley G.M.C.
This mine, which was formerly known as the Golden Point, has lately been taken up by an English 

Company, of whicli Tayder k Sons, of London, are the legal managers; but, like the other mines at Luck
now, it is under the able management of Mr. Newman. ’This gentleman’s long experience of tbe character
istic features of tho Lucknow veins, his integrity, ability, energy, and dogged perseverance, should enable 
him to bring this Company’s operation to a successful issue. If Mr. Newman succeeds (which I think he 
will if Ids plans are carried out) in making this a dividend-paying mine, the whole of New South Wales 
would thereby benefit, and English capital no doubt would be forthcoming for the further development of 
our immense mineral resources.

This Company's property will be worked by two shafts, viz., the Golden Point shaft, and tbe Sham
rock shaft; the former is 300 feet in depth (vertical), and is now fitted with cages, poppet-heads, wire rope, 
platform, 100 feet tram-lino from shaft to battery, and other improvements too numerous to mention in this 
report, Search is now being made for the Golden Point, Little Spicer, and Big Spicer’s veins at the 200 
and 300 feet levels with encouraging indications. Only twenty-three men are at present employed on this 
mine.

The veins alluded to have been very rich at the higher levels. It is but reasonable to suppose that 
when they are followed down into settled country (which requires capital and patience) they will again 
prove rich, and give payable returns.

Machinery.—25-h,p. beam engine for pumping and crushing purposes 10-stamp battery, with tables, 
copper, plates, <fcc., complete—the tables discharge in one of Monday’s patent improved buddies 24 feet in 
diameter; a 30-h.p. Cornish boiler; and a 15-h.p. horizontal engine for winding purposes. Two well and sub
stantially built sheds 60 x 40 feet and 30 x 40 feet, cover the whole of this machinery.

The other main shaft (Shamrock) on the Frederick’s Valley Company’s property is situated on the 
south-east end of the lease, and is 150 feet in depth, is connected with a substantial tramroad to tbe 
battery, 700 feet in length ; but at present there is fully 100 feet of water in the shaft. The pumps have 
been placed into position, and pumping has commenced to drain the workings ; but if these workings are in 
the same condition as the Golden Point workings were when Mr. Newman took charge, it will require 
money, patience, and perseverance to put them in anything like safe condition.

Machinery
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Machinery.—Four 15-liorse power horizontal engines, a 42:>horSe power Cornish boiler, hricked in 
upon solid stono work, the whole of w-hich is covered by an iron shed 3S by 40 feet.

A dam has also been erected on the main creek in connection ■with this mine: tlie embankment is 
high and strong enough to back the water up fully a mile, which when once filled will contain several 
million gallons of water, ' .

Some of this Company’s machinery was bought from P. FT. liussell & Co,, at one-fifth value, for 
£350. It is in very good order, made by P. H. Russell it Co., and formerly used by them before they closed 
their foundry, The erection of machinery on the mine is faultless, and a credit to all concerned.

This Company has also built fourteen houses for the miners; each house has a securely fenced garden 
attached, 50 by 100 feet, the miners paying the low rental of 2s. fid. per week.

Mr. Newman has also introduced a novelty by offering prizes to the value of £20 to the miner who 
keeps the best garden, and any miner’s wife who keeps the cleanest house. Everything possible is done by Mr. 
Newman and his underground captain, Mr. R. Kelahar, to prevent accidents, and so far, I am glad to state, 
the Lucknow mines have been singularly free of them.

TomingUy
Is situated about 35 miles southerly of Dubbo. The workings consist of quartz-veins ; there are no 

less than three crushing machines, of which one is idle, one is employed by tlie public barely six months out 
of twelve months, and the third, a 20-stamp battery, is worked and owned, by a party at Myall, 2 miles 
from Tomingley. Tbe latter have obtained some very good crushings during the year, but the gold appears 
to be in a dyke in porphyry formation, and cannot be traced far beyond two to three claims. Total popu
lation, including Tomingley and Myall, is about 150.

Pour parties of four men each were aided during the year to prospect for alluvial gold. Some eighty 
shafts were sunk by these parties, but without any favourable results.

I also visited Uralla, Pengava, and other mines in the Northern District, but nothing of any impor
tance has of late occurred in them.

The Prospecting Vote.
£3,000 were voted by Parliament for the year 1885 for the purpose of aiding parties to prospect for 

alluvia] gold. A Board, consisting of three, Mr. Ilanie Wood, the Under Secretary for Mines, Mr. 
Wilkinson, Chief Geological Surveyor, and myself, was appointed to recommend the distribution of the 
money, and the mode by which aid should be granted to tbe prospector.

As there were large areas of auriferous lands in the Forbes and Parkes District which had been but 
very little prospected, it was recommended that £1,500 should be expended there in aiding prospectors, 
£500 should be expended in tlie Tomingley District, £500 in Temora, and £500 iu the Bingara District, The 
Board visited the abovenamed districts, where meetings were held by the miners, and tho most likely-look
ing auriferous country was pointed out to the Prospecting Board. Reserves were recommended and made 
(some £ mile and some 1 mile square) wherever prospecting parties were set to work. In the Forbes, 
Parkes, and Tomingley Districts the work was performed at per foot; in the Temora District the prospectors 
received £1 per week; and in the Bingara District, where the ground to he prospected is very wet, boring 
with Tiffin’s water auger, as well as sinking at per foot, was recommended by the Board. _

At the Forbes, Parkes, and Tomingley District the work was performed at one shilling and eight- 
pence (Is. 8d.) per foot, for both sinking and driving, the average depth of sinking being 118 feet, at which 
rate tlie prospectors were earning from 25s. to 35s. per week per man. In the Temora District, where the 
average depth was considerably below 100 feet, the work was performed at a weekly wage of £1 per man. 
The average cost of sinking and driving, without the cost of supervision, is one shilling and ninepence throe 
farthings (Is. 9|d.) per foot. The above comparison proves beyond doubt that the system of aiding pro
spectors at per foot is the best for all patties concerned.

In addition to the above rates paid to prospectors who received Government aid, the successful pro
spectors are also entitled to all the gold they discover, and the Hon. J. P. Abbott approved of, when 
Minister for Mines, that each of tlie successful prospecting parties should, in addition to the above said 
privileges, receive a prospecting claim inside the prospecting reserve, GOO by 600 feet. But so far, I am Sony 
to state, none of the several prospecting parties have been successful.

Silver.
In the early part of the year I inspected the gold and silver mines at Captain’s Flat, which is situated 

near the head of tlie Molonglo River, in the county of Murray, parishes of Bullongong and Ballalaba, about 
25 miles south-east of Queanbeyan, and 28 miles westerly of Braidwood. Very little has hitherto been 
known about these extensive mineral deposits, wrongly named the quartz-reefs of Captain’s Flat. The so- 
called quartz-reefs are gossan lodes in a micaceous slate formation. They have a strike nearly due north, 
with a slight easterly dip, are several feet in width, and can he traced for a considerable distance. Tip to 
the present these lodes have with one exception been worked for gold ; although containing carbonate of 
lead (cerussite), sulphide of lead (anglesite), galena, chloride of silver, and various copper and iron ores; 
and when a greater depth is reached these gossan lodes are likely to appear ns sulphides of silver or copper
lodes. ... .

The principal mine was at tlm time of my inspection that of Montgomery’s mine, which is situated 
on a range about 500 feet above the western bank of the Molonglo River. The lode has been sunk to a 

■ depth of 70 feet; but on the 40-feet level the lode has been worked for 230 feet in length, and from 10 to 
20 feet in width. The wall of the lode consists of saponaceous slates; and the crushing stuff out of which 
the gold is extracted is composed of very small quartz-veins, greenish taloose, red felspar, jupar, carbonate 
of lead, and iron concretions. The Company have crushed at Hoitermami’s 10-stamp battery 1,133 tons of 
stuff, yielding 360 oz. of gold. The latter is of low' quality, owing to the large percentage of silver. The 
lode is so far very soft, and is worked without the aid of any explosives. About three-quarters of a mile 
south from Montgomery’s is Blatchford’s mine, which is similar in formation to Montgomery’s, Some 
thousand tons of stuff have been crushed out of this mine. _

Mr. Blatchford has a 20-stamp battery aud 16-horse power engine on the mine.
East of the Molonglo River, and within half a mile from Montgomery’s, is a hill, part of the western 

slope of which is composed of limestone, whereas the saddle and eastern part of the hill is of slate forma- 
tioa The whole hill has a highly auriferous appearance; and some prospects tried in my presence gave

payable

112 .
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payblc returns. On the northern side of the hill is ft large outerop of hematite iron, but I observed only 
carbonate of lead where it had been sunk on, denoting the existence of silver. ■

As stated above, the lodes at present opened are worked for gold only : but I think that large 
quantities of silver will be extracted by the aid of proper furnaces, 'i'hcreis a fair supply of firewood; and 
the Molonglo River, although very insignificant at this place, coulcj, by the erection of dams, be made to 
supply sufficient water for all purposes.

There are two crushing machines at Captain’s Flat. ■
The country from Molonglo Plains to Captain’s Flat appears highly metalliferous, more especially so 

on tho high ranges commencing at the Tumble Down Bob Mountain.
Several new discoveries in silver deposits have been made throughout the Colony. A very promising 

lode is now being opened about 12 miles from Newbridge, on the road to Rockley.
Nothing much has been done during the year on the Plant silver lode near Emmavillc, Vegetable 

Creek, but operations are to be commenced in earnest as soon as Mr. Davey. who formerly managed tho 
Boorook silver-mines, returns from his visit to England.

Great things are expected from Rye’s Creek, near the Mole River, Vegetable Creek District; the 
country is virgin, very little prospected. One of the lodes carried good walls to the greatest depth sunk, 
with a lode 5 feet wide underlaying easterly. Some of tlie assays were of a high percentage.

Tix.

Tlie tin-mining industry is in a fairly flourishing condition, owing to the high market value of tin ore. 
Several mining properties which were closed have again been opened, and are worked with profitable 
results.

Cope’s Creek.
Js still forwarding a large supply of tin ore. Although nothing of any consequence has been opened 

during the year, nevertheless botli Europeans and Chinese are doing fairly well. New machinery has been 
erected at the Victor mine from which good returns are now expected. This mine is still under the able 
management of Mr. Walmsley.
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Emmaville (Vegetable Creek District).
# The Wesley mine, under the able and energetic management of Mr. Sales, has lately turned out some 

tin from under Flannery’s old workings. Mr. Sales has let two parties on royalty the headings and sides 
of the load left by the late Mr. Flannery, whicli with three or four other parties of tributors might give the 
Wesley Company a few more dividends.

Fox <fe Co.—The Tent Hill Smelting Company have bought out nearly all tlie shareholders. The 
ground has always been badly handled, and now that there is a likelihood that Mr. Reid will work it in a 
systematical manner, hotter results than hitherto may be anticipated.

Bailey it Co. have a good show. They have a main drive in for about 200 feet in wash with a yield 
of about 1 cwt. to the load (ton). This mine only requires to he systematically handled—appliances erected 
to save handling of the dirt—and it is likely to become one of the best paying tin-mines in the Vegetable 
Creek District.

Nothing of any consequence yet on Gordon’s ground.
The Chance Company washed 40 loads of wash for a total of 17 cwt. This would only pay tho 

current rate of wages, but there are still hopes that this mine will turn out better results.
Barry it Co. have sunk and driven a great deal in various parts of their land, but so far unsuccessfully.
Bourke and party, at the Two-mile Creek have been making wages for the last three months.
Hall’s, at Kangaroo Flat, have six parties of tributors on and doing very well, which they really 

deserve, ms they have been very persevering for years past. Tho mine is under the management of Mr. Thomas 
Chandler, J.P., a gentleman of great ability, energy, and perseverance, and one of our best mining managers 
in New South Wales. The Rothschild and other mines are also under the management of the abovenamed 
gentleman, and under his guidance have, and are still, paying profits to the shareholders.

At the Torrington, on the Tableland (which is under the able management of Mr. Hugh 
Marshall, who is well-known as one who formerly successfully managed one of the most celebrated gold
mines at Hawkin’s Hill, Hill End) some very rich patches of tin have been obtained. The mine is worked 
on the tribute system by five or six different parties.

Tlie Butler lode is turning out some tin, and so is the Dalcouth mine, which are both under the able 
management of Capt. Bryant. ■

Tlie Ottery Lode is clearing expenses, and might yet come to the front as a dividend-paying mine.
At the Gulf they have been very short of water, and in consequence not much tin has been obtained 

there during the year. '
Tlie Y Waterholes, the property of Mr. A. Cad ell, are still turning out large quantities of tin.

Copper.
The copper-mining industry has received a great check through the low prices ruling in the copper- 

markete. Copper deposits are plentiful in all parts of New South Wales. The Great Cobar, Nymagee, Mount 
Hope, and Great Central are still working, but with greatly reduced hands. In the Northern District, Mr. 
L. Lloyd’s (the Burraga) is the only one in full work.

I have, &c.,
W. H. J. SLEE,

Inspector of Mines.

442—R . COAL
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Coal and Shale,
Table compiled from Reports furnished by tlie Owners of Collieries, showing the quantity and value of Coal 

and Shale won during tlie year 1885, and the number of Miners employed iu the Collieries.

| Men Emiiloyod.
i Quantity. Value.

Above Under
ground. ground. l<JbUU

Tons cwt tirs. £ S. d.
117 805 922 394,604 0 0 188,322 3 6
200 880 1,0S0 485,053 0 0 242,243 7 0
100 370 470 155,950 0 0 82,100 0 0

60 400 460 223,030 0 0 111,515 0 0
70 457 527 252,685 0 0 124,017 11 0
99. 149 171 08,800 0 0 31,246 13 4

:i 15 IS 4,009 0 0 1,603 12 0

'4S 130 178 58,174 10 0 28,997 0 0

40 168 208 03,373 17 0 31,087 0 0
3 14 17 1,944 6 0 8/4 16 0

40
40

216 
t»| f>

2501 
252 J

210,723 0 0 102,114 0 0

23 156 179 58,013 0 0 27,747 0 0

:is 40 78 7,753 0 0 iJl / ^ 4 0 0
4 3 7 2,000 0 0 500 0 0
2 3 5 2,500 0 0 650 0 0
2 4 560 0 0 M12 0 0
4 10 14 2,400 0 0 1,265 0 0
1 3 4 840 0 0 504 0 0

10 59 74 5,728 0 0 2,546 0 0
1 o 3 40S 0 0 240 0 0

, O u 11 7,55+ 0 0 1,824 4 0
3 5 8 1,000 0 0 250 0 0

3f> 50 85 10,600 0 O 4,730 0 0

14 30 44 13,800 0 0 8,000 0 0
2 0 11 7,000 0 0 3,500 0 0
2 O 4. ■ 400 0 0 192 0 0
o 16 18 0,253 0 0 1,563 0 0

0!) 115 184 25,295 0 0 13,902 D 0
7 35 42 14,190 0 0 0,676 0 0
4 8 12 2,875 0 0 1,124 0 0
5 23 28 20,796 0 0 10,062 10 0
o 4 0 61 0 0 21 0 0

980 M00 5.380 2,113,372 13 0 1,032^04 13 4

40 160 200 80,324 0 0 48,193 8 0
70 238 31 + 128,340 0 0 74,610 12 0

24 31 8,533 0 0 5,129 16 0
47 161 208 108,579 0 0 40,717 0 0
30 100 130 48,500 0 0 29,000 0 0
4u 164 209 69,841 0 0 27,634 13 0

170 54 224 5,924 0 0 3,652 0 0

:i 5 8 1,876 o 0 762 IS 3
12 12 24 1,811 13 3 761 19 9

430 918 1.348 453,727 15 3 230,471 7 0

S 48 50 42,000 0 0 12,600 0 0
70 77 73,504 o 0 16,920 8 1

S 52 GO 07,615 0 0 15,322 17 3
4 15 19 19,407 0 0 4,851 15 7
1 7 8 7,564 14 0 1,677 11 4
] 1 500 0 0 125 0 0
:s 8 11 833 0 0 208 5 0
2 3 5 339 0 0 124 10 0

17 I-55 52 40,000 0 0 10,000 0 0
9 71 SO 00,000 0 0 15,000 0 0

00 300 309 311,762 10 0 70,836 13 3

40 60 100 11,042 0 0 22,08+ 0 0
See Coal. 10,420 0 0 45,155 0 0

40 60 100 27,462 0 0 67,239 0 0

Compfluy, Locality.

Com..

Australian Agricultural Co........
Wallsem!......................................
"Newcastle Coal Co.......................
•Lambton....................................
Co-operative ..............................
b’emdale ......................................
South Ferndale ...........................
New Lambton.............................
Dog and Rat ..............................
New Duckenfield ......................
Greta ........................................
Greta C.........................................
Duckenfield..................................
Brown's ......................................
KastAVavatah .................. ..........
Siouth AAraratali ..........................
Goose ..........................................
Sunderland ..................................
Shamrock Hill ...........................
Bllesmcre ...... ...........................
Rix's Creek.................................
AVickham ..................................
Lamb, Parbury, and Saddington..
Thomley ......................................
Hidden Treasure...........................
Stockton ......................................
Singleton......................................
Brickfield Hill...............................
Jtosedale ......................................
Clay Crass ..................................
Burwood ......................................
Dunkirk ......................................
Hill End ......................................
Braokstown ...............................
Pride of Fcrndale.......................

Newcastle

Maitland .. 

Newcastle

Four-mile Creek
Maitland...........
Singleton.................

Newcastle ..............
]>ake Macquarie .. 
Four-mile Creek . 
Newcastle ..............

Singleton .. 
Newcastle 
Singleton . 
Newcastle

Mount Kcmbla ...............................l\A"ollongong ...
Belli A...........................................  i ...
Belli B...............................................t „ ...
Osborne AVallsend........................... : ,, ...
(Mai Cliff.......................................... " ,, -.1
Illawarra........................................... ■ ...
Australian Kerosene Oil and Mineral doadja Creek 

Co. ■
Berritna ........................................... Berrima ......
Erifb ................................................. 1 Bundanoon ...

A'alc of Clwydd.................................................. Lithgow A'allcy
Lithgow A'allcy............................................
Kskhank .............................................................
Eskbank old tunnel .............................
Hermitage ........................... .... ........................
Cooevwull ............................................................. '
Itartley A'alc........................................................ Hartley
Carlo's Gap........................................................... Capcrtee . .
Katoomba ............................................................. Hartley
Zig Zag....................................................................... Lithgow A' alley

Shale.

N.S.AV. Shale and Oil Co.....................
Australian Kerosene Oil and Mineral 

Co

Hartley . 
Joadja Creek

*0n strike since 20th October.

REPORT
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UEPOBT of the Examiner o£ Coal-Jields for the Colony of Xew Soutli Wales, for
the year 1885.

J\ accordance with the provisions contained in the twenty-sixth section of the Coal Mines 'Regulation Act, 
39 Vic. Mo. 31,1 have tlie honor to submit reports from tire Inspectors of Collieries, with my general 
report, for the year ending 31st December, 1885. Tho delay in furnishing this report has been caused 
through my time being so long and fully occupied in rendering assistance to the Lithgow Valley Colliery 
Company, in endeavouring to put out a fire in tlie mine, and the sad catastrophe in connection therewith.

The information I have the honor to submit in respect to the condition and progress, Arc., of the 
various coal and boghead mineral mines under my supervision, during the year 1885, is as follows :—

Nwmhr.r of accidvHts in 1SS4 and 1SSH.
The number of fatal accidents is, 1 am happy to report, less than those of the previous your by three, 

but I regret to say that the number of non-fatal accidents exceeds those of the past year by six. In tho 
year ending 31st December, ISSt, there were fourteen fatal and thirty-four non-fatal accidents. Six of ■the 
fatal accidents occurred through <! falls of coal”; seventh and eighth by falling down shaft; ninth by fall of 
earth; tenth by stone falling down shaft; eleventh and twelfth by fall of coal and stone; thirteenth by falling 
oft' pit-frame; fourteenth by being run over by a set of skips—fourteen of the non-fatal accidents happened 
from falls of coal—fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth by falls of stone ; 
twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-third, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth by loaded skips ; 
twenty-seventh by falling on rails before a skip in motion; twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth jammed by 
empty skips; thirtieth jammed by a set of skips; thirty-first by riding on a truck; thirty-second by an 
explosion of powder; thirty-third by falling off a boiler-scat; and thirty-fourth by falling before a truck.

In the year under notice (1885) fifty-one notices of accidents were received, eleven of them being 
fatal and forty non-fatal accidents, all of which have been inquired into, the scene of tlie accidents inspected, ■ 
inquests attended, and reports made thereon, and forwarded to the Mines for your information.

The names and occupations of the persons who died from injuries received and those who have been 
seriously injured, as well as the names of the collieries, are given in the following summary ;—

Summary showing tlie number of fatal and non-fatal accidents in 1885, the names and occupations of the persons who died or 
were injured, cause of 'loath or serious injury, and the names of the collieries where they occurred.

51 Date. ColHcix

1
1

Where |

situated. Persmii killed.
[

Persons seriously 
injured. ' Occupation. Cause of death ol* serious Injuries.

I
11 Jan, 15 Bumiod

<i;
718u10111

IS
IS!
14
15 
10' J7 
18 l!!150
21
n
23
24
251 
•2h\ 2*1 
281
51

,, 23 Cooperative .
,, 24 . ftint Waratali * 

Fob. 7 .lontlja .......

,, 17 Lambton .........
}f 10. North Illawarra.
j, 25 Urown'a ..........
M 20 , Coal Cliff...........

Mar.IS I DiickenflckL...
„ 12 Forndale ..........
„ 20 linnvood..........

April 1 Wallscmt...........
„ 7 Lambton...........
,, 15 Wallscnd...........
M 17 North iDawmra.

May 15 Dunkirk ...........
,, 15 Greta..................
,, 22' Newcastle .......
„ 27 Wallflend...........
,, 30 i A. A. Co.............

June 8 ^ Joadja............

„ lo Co-operative

» » ...l(i Fcrndale .........
22 BiUH...............
2fi i Co-ojKsrativc .. 
20 Mount Kcmbla .
29 Huruood..........
.30 Co-operattsc ,

Burwood - -..
| Plattsburgh.. 
New Lambton 

| Joadja, near 
Berrima

Lambton .. 
Near Bull! 
Mimni .... 
Coal Cliff .. 
Minrni .. . 
Tijrhc’s Hill 
Bimvood .. Woltond f, 
Lambton .. 
Walisend 
Near linlll 
New Iximbton
Greta........
Burwood , ,. 
Wallsund .... 
Newcastle ..

Joadja,. near 
Bernina 

Plattsbui'gh

i Hill.

John Donohoe

John Cork

30 July 9 J Browns
:t5,
:i2|
331

14 Kern dale___
It: j Wallscnd.......

20 Brown's .....
20 . Bulli............

Xi\ Aug. 5 A. A. Co. ,
3C „ 30 Bulli......
37 ,, 12 1 Wallscnd ,

Sept.11 i .
.10 19 Lambton .
40' „ 25 Joadja . .

41jOct. 17 Co-opemtive .,
42j ,, Ifl Mount Kombla 
#S| Nov. 14 | Mount Kcim .

17 ' Brown’s ........
A. A. Cf>

4445l
47|4 Si
49 
f.0 D

1" I24
27 j Wnllwsnd .. 
27 j Nencastk

27 I Newcastle 
c. IS , Walls end .,

30 | New castle

J Tigbe'i
Bulli.........

.1 Plattsburgh
Wollongonif

i Burwood ..
.i Plattsburgh
J Mimni ....

TielHs’B Hill 
Waltsend ..

I
, Mimni ...

.Imuii.. . .

.j Newcastle

.! Bulli.........
Wallscnd ..

. Lambton ... 
Joadja,, near 

BcTTima 
. Plattsburgh.

^ Wotloiigonj

.[ Mimni __
j Newcastle

! WallRend ,
, Burwood ,

] Alex. Grant

James Strakcr__ 1 MinerJ
Peter Robertson.
Win. Royalt......
James Katiney .

Chas. Bartholomew

Lives lost.[ Non-fatal accidents.

\X ‘1

1 Sci*ecmnan . 
1 Labourer..

Miner

John Anderson ..Wm. Laird ......
James Sutton..

Jas. Bullerwell 
John Morrow ..

Wm. Price ........
George Minto ... 
Thos. Gibson ..
James Herd........
Wm. Creasby 
Thos. llroughall.. 
James Peed.......

Matt. Hobson .

Dri\'er ... 
Minor ...

Boodsinuu 
Mmor .... 
Wheeler ..

Miner .. 
Manager 
Minor

John Sharp,,.

John Cain . . j
j Geo. Banks....... I
I John Hearty ...
; George Ainos__ I
i John McCullock. .1 
I Martin Annstrong
! LsaaeTurnbull ..j 
John H. Ijuvsou

j ....... |
| Tlios. Martin , ..
I Geo. Callender
] Roliert Blair . .J 
I WalterWollctt .J

Shiftmen . 

Miner .

Fractured thigh, thi-ough falling off . 
trolly. I

I/jg fractured by fall of coal ............ j
Fractured collar-bone, fell off Hi-recnaJ.
Log crushed, knocked flown hy loco- . 

motive engine and w heel passed; 
over bis leg '

IjCg fracture by fall of coal ..............
Killed by fall of stone...................
Thigh fractured by failin'' from tudly
Leg broken by loaded skip................
Fracture of ankle by fall of coal.........
Fatal injuries by fall of stone .........
Leg fractured In loaded ski]) ........ j
Collar-bone fracture and injury to Jiipsl..'.. 
Collar-bone fracture by loaded skips.. ‘|.
1 .eg fracture by loaded skips ....
Hand badly burnt by powder..........  >
I njtired by falling from screens.........-.. . .
Lug fractured hy cradle stage in shaft I.
Fatal injuries by fall of coal ............ I. 3
Fatal injuries by fall of prop ...........;.. .
Thigh fractured with skip loaded with 

rails. | |
Arm fractured by fall of coal...................

| Serious injuries by explosion of loose!
| |>owder. ]
I Body and amifi burnt hy loose powder. 

’ I of stone!.

Ralph Wilkins

Titos. Hemming j 
John Potter

| Wm Moon .... 
. Robert Walker 

Wm. l*ou is ..

I Thos. Duuiphv 
j Thoa. Pomcruy

John Thompson

| Wallscnd 

> Burwood .,

John >I< Luskie . 

Abraham Morris,

James Graham 
Joseph Cook ..

Wm, Fraukhan

Wm. Young . 
Wm. Tsher . ..

John Davis ...

,, ........  Severe bruises on body by fall of stone1.
................. ) Ankle dislocated by fall of stone . . i. .1

Laliourcr ...,j Leg fractured by empty waggon
Miner ........ . Ba.-k brmsctl by fall of coal

f, .. ..1 Thigh fractured by fall of real .,
................. 1 Leg fracture h> empty skills ...
,, ........ . Fatal injuiics by fall of coal .
,, . ... Fracture of thigh by fall of real.
it ........ 1 fupirioft to faer by explosion of leosel

l»owder. I
........ ) Ijfig fracture by fall of coal.................

................. I Injuied about back and loins* fall ofj
. coat. 'ii

f, ....... 1 Fatal injuries by fall of coal .........j..ll! .
Gatckeepci Foot ctTishrd by locomotive engine . [.,
Miner __ :, Injured by an explosion of o shot................
SwitchkeeiKjri Severe injuries tohoad by loaded skip
Miner ........ ] Fatal injuries by fall of coal .........
Breakaniun . i Fatal injuries, run over by a truck .

Trapper Thigh fractured and wound on lu' 
loaded skip. I

Shiftman__ ) Collar-lxme broken by loaded skip^ :
Miner ......... 1 Fatal injuries by fall of coal ............ I

,i..
r.*.

IiH I
-MiIs i^'—i-z

j. . ...i Injuries to foot by fall of coal .........
............... j Internal tnjuries by fall of coal.........
fi ....... Fatal injuries by fall of coal .........
ti ......... Severely burnt by an explosion oi

| loose t»ndut,
,, ......... | Face aud baud'! burnt by ditto ..........

Wheeler ... Fractured nh and injum^ to back b\
| empty skipe.

Miner .........1 Fracture of arm and thigh by fall ofI coal. 1

,

1 1 i
2'l3

-I-

1 1 .
• ' f 1

1.
::|i

1 .

8 fi 1

'I1

Total number of fatal nccldcnt". 11. Total numbei of non-fatal accident*, 40.
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Northern District. Southern District. "Western District. Total.

Tons of round and small coal raised...... 2,113,372t. 13c. Oq, 453,7271. 15c. 3q. 311,762t. 10c. Oq. 2,878,8631. 4c. 3q.

Value of round and small coal raised..... £1,032,914 13s. 4d. £230,471 7s. Od. £76,836 13s. 3d. £1,340,212 13s. 7d.

Persons employed aboveground............. 980 430 60 1,470

Persons employed under gronnd............ 4,400 918 309 5,627

Petroleum Oil Cannel Coal or Bootieao Mineral Return.

Western and Southern Districts. *
Tons of boghead mineral or petroleum oil cannel coal................................ 27,462
Value of boghead mineral or petroleum oil cannel coal raised...................£67,239
Persons employed above ground................................................................. 210
Persons employed under gronnd ................................................................. 114

Comparative statement of Returns for 1884-85.

Men above 
ground.

Northern District.

Australian Agricultural, Newcastle Wallsend, Newcastle Coal Com
pany, Lambton, Co-operative, Ferndale, South Ferndale, New 
Lambton, Dog and Rat and New Duckenfield, Duckenfield, 
Brown’s, Fast Waratah, South Waratah, Goose, Wickham and 
Bullock Island Company, Stockton, Hidden Treasure, Brick
field Hill, Clay Cross, Burwood, Hill End, Dunkirk, Brooks- 
town, Pride of Ferndale, Sunderland, Thomley, Shamrock 
Hill, Greta, Greta C, Ellesmere, Rix’s Creek, Singleton, Rose- 
dale, Lamb, Parbury & Co............................. A ...............

Total in 1SS5 . . .. 
1884. . .

- 980

i
9S0
SOS

Increase in 1885...................... 1 172

Southern District,

Mount Kcmbla, Bulli A, Bulli B, Osborne Wallsend, Coal Cliff, 
Illawan'a Coal Company, Australian Kerosene Oil and Mineral 
Company, Berrima, and Erith......................................................

430

Total in 1885.......
„ 1884......

430
277

increase in 1385...........
r

Western District. . 1
Zig-Zag, Vale of Clwydd, Lithgow Valley, Eskbank, Eskbank Oldl 

Tunnel, Hermitage, Cooenvull, Hartley Vale, Carlo's Gap,' 
Katoomba....................................................................................... !

t

Total in 1885. .. 
„ 1884...

163

GO

60
92

Increase in 1SS5

Decrease in 1885........ 32

Men under iTons of round and 
ground; ' small coal.

4,400

Tons cwt. <]r.

2,113,372 13 o'

4,400
3,927

2,113,372 13 0 
2,055,342 10 3

473

918

918
820

98

309

309
303

58,030 2 1

453,727 15 3

453,727 15 3 
419,942 9 0

33,785 6 3

311,762 16 0

311,762 16 0 
273,823 14 0

37,939 2 0

Value.

£ s. d.

1,032,904 13 4

1,032,904 13 4 
1,011,933 13 7

20,070 19 7

230,47 1 7 0

230,471 7 0 
216,981 16 9

13,489 10 3

76,836 13 3

76,836 13 3 
74,161 9 7

2,674 3 8

Prom these returns we find that in tlie Northern District, in the year under notice, there has been 
an increase of 58,030 tons in the quantity of coal raised, and an increase of £-20,971 in the value of it, 
whilst in the previous year (1884) there was an increase of 155,722 tons, and in the value of the coal mised 
£83,907. In 1883 the increase in the quantity raised was 330,103 tons. There has therefore been a falling 
off in the increased quantity raised per year of 272,073 tons in the last two years.

In the Southern District there has been an increase 33,785 tons, and £13,489 in the value, whilst in 
tho preceding year there was an increase of 30,523 tons, and £20,847 in the value : in the Western District 
an increase of 37,939 tons, and in the value of £2,674, whilst in the previous year there was an increase of 
41,405 tons, and a decrease of £3,619 in the value.

The following table shows comparisons between the year under notice and two preceding years as 
regards the export of coal to foreign and intercolonial ports : the quantity used for home consumption ;

total
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totnl output and value; tone of round and small coal raised for each person employed in and about the 
collieries; value of rouud and small coal raised for each person so employed; andthe quantity of coal 
raised for each life lost:—

Exports to Intercolonial Ports. Experts to Foreign Ports. Total Exports.
Horae con* 
sumption.Years,

Quantity. Average per 
ton.

£ s. d,
0 10 G‘70
0 10 8-60
0 10 7-13

Value.

£
448,350
532,938
525,443

Quantity.

Tong.
650,741
096,67ft
704,432

Average
ton

£ s.
0 11 7o n ft
0 11 (3

perJ Value. Quantity. Average per 
ton. Value.

1833 ......................................
1SS4 ....................................
1685 ....................................

Tons,
355,704
994,037
991,924

d.
•84
10
*50

£
381,306
398,107
441,220

Tons.
1,512,445
1,600,703
1,750,856

£ a. d.
0 10 11-65
0 11 0T6
0 11 0*09

£ , Tons.
829,662 | 1,009,012 
931,045 1,068,345
900,063 1,122,507

2,841,715 0 7 0-21 1,500,737 2,117,840 1 0 11 6 32
1

1,220,083 4,959,564 O 10 11 9S 2,727,870 8,189,864

Years,

Total Output and Value.
OoaS raised per each person 
employed in and about the 

Mines,

Value of Goal raised per each 
person employed in and about 

tho Mines.
Tons of Coal raised per 

each hfe lost.

i

Quantity, [Average per
1 ton.
i

Value
Aviwuge 

v. a-x Uhih tierQuantity clcll jien,011 
| fmployfrd

Persons.
employed.

AwajjA 
■y, . I \a)ue perValue. c*ch pfr&ou

employed
Persona

employed. Quantity.
Average 
tons i)cr 
each life 

lost.

Lives
lost.

1883................
1881..................
188ft..................

Tons. £ s. it
2,5-21,4:.7 | 0 9 G-4 
2,740,103 1 0 0 
2,873,803! 0 9 S'72

Jc,
1,201,041
1,303,070
1,340,212

Tons.
2.621,457
2,749,108
2,878,803

Tons.
400
441
405

Number.
5,481
0,227
7,097

& 1 £ s. d.
1,201,941 1 210 6 1
1,SOS,070 209 fi 2
1,S40,212 I 188 Ifi 10

Number.
5,431
6,227
7,097

Tons.
2,521,457
2,749,103
2,878,868

Tons.
103,096
100,804
201,714

Niim-Ijct.
15
14
11

8,149,428 | 0 t) 5-24 5,346,220 8,140,423 433 18,805 3.845,229 204 9 6-0 
1

18,805 8,149,423 203,735 40

From the above it will be seen that in the year under notice (1885) we exported 2,163 tons less 
coal to Intercolonial ports than in the preceding year, and 132,244 tons more to Foreign ports. The 
Intercolonial decrease in 1885 appears to be principally owing to Soutli Australia having taken 32,977 ; 
New Zealand, 20,071; and "Western Australia, 4,074 tons less coal from Newcastle than they did in 1884. 
Victoria taking 36,023 ; Queensland, 6,816: and Tasmania, 7,957 more tons from Newcastle than they 
did in 1884.

It will be seen that tlie quantity of coal raised during the last three years for each person employed 
above and under ground at the collieries lias averaged 433 tons of round and small coal per year, and that 
each person so employed added £204 6s. 9d. per annum to the wealth of the Colony. In the years 1883, 
1884, and 1885, forty lives were lost for 8,149,428 tons raised, viu., 203,785 tons were raised for each life 
lost. The proportion the accidents and deaths bear to the number of persons employed in each district— 
north, south, and west, and tbe quantity and value of coal raised for each person employed in and about
tho northern, southern, and western collieries, is as follows :— ,

Northern District.
Number of persons employed in and about the mines .................................................................................... 5,380
Number of persons employed underground ..................................................................................................... 4,400
Quantity of coal raised in tons ......................................................................................................................... 2,113,372 13 0
Number of non-fatal accidents............................................................................................................................ 31
Number of lives lost by accidents ..................................................................................................................... 8
Persons employed per each non-fatal accident.................................................................................................. 173
Persons employed per each life lost ................................................................................................................ 672
Tons of round and small coal mised per each non-fatal accident.................................................................... 68,173
Tons of round and small coal raised per each life lost...................................................................................... 264,171
Tons of coal raised per each person employed in and about the mines ......................................................... 392 16 0
Tons of coal raised per each person employed underground ........................................................................ 480 6 0
Value of coal raised .............................................................................................................................................£1,032,904 13 0
Value of coal raised per each person employed in and about tbe mines.......................................................... £191 19 0
Value of coal raised per each person employed underground ...................................................................... £234 15 0

South urn District.
Number of persons employed in and about tbe mines....................................................................................... 1,348
Number of persons employed underground...................................................................................................... 91S
Quantity of coal raised in tons.............................................................................................................................. 453,727 15 0
Number of non-fatal accidents............................................................................................................................ 9
Number of lives lost by accidents........................................................................................................................ 3
Persons employed for each non-fatal accident.................................................................................................. 149
Persons employed for each life lost..................................................................................................................... 449
Tons of round and small coal raised pci1 each non-fatal accident...................................................................... 50,414
Tons of rouud and smalt coal raised per each life lost.................................................................................... 151,243
Tons of coal raised per each person employed iu and about tbe mines............................................................. 336
Tons of coal raised per each person employed underground............................................................................. 494
Value of coal raised...............................................................................................................................................  £230,431 7 0
Value of coal raised per each person employed in and about the mines........................................................... 170 18 0
Value of coal raised per each person employed underground............................................................................. 251 0 0

Western District'.
Number of persons employed in and about the mines........................................................................................ 369
Number of persons employed under ground......................................................................................................... 309
Quantity of coal raised in tons...............................................................................................................................  311,762 16 0
Number of non-fatal accidents............................................................................................................................... nil
Number of lives lost by accidents......................................................................................................................... nil
Persons employed for each non-fatal accident (and no accident)......................................................................... 369
Persons employed per each life lost (and no life lost)....................................................................................... 369
Tons of round and small coal raised per each non-fatal accident (and no accident)...........................................  311,762 16 0
Tons of round and small coal raised per each life lost (and no life lost) .......................................................  311,762 1 6 0
Tons of coal raised per each person employed in and about the mines................................................................ 845
Tons of coal raised per each person employed underground............................................................................. 1,009
Value of coal raised...................................................................................................................................................  £76,836 13 3
Value of coal raised per each person employed in and about the mines.............................................................. 208 0 0
Value of coal raised per each person employed underground ........................................................................... 240 17 0

The
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' -Tlie following table shows comparisons between the year under notice and the preceding year, ns 
regards the proportion the accidents and deaths bear to the persons employed) the quantity and value of the 
coal raised for each person employed iu and about the mines and underground, in the Northern, Southern, 
and'Western Districts.

4
Northern District. Southern District. Western District.

1SS4. 1SS5. 1S34.
J

1S35. 1SS*. 1885.

Number of parsons eiuiilorcd in and about tbe mines MSO 1,09; l.ius 305 309Number of persons employed underground ........... 3,927 4,400 320 1H3 :Hi3 309quantity of coni raised in tons............................... 2,0.15,342 10 S 2,113,372 13 0 419,942 9 0 453,729 15 0 273,823 14 0 311,762 10 0Number of non-fatal accidents ........................... ^tl 31 111
H

11
H

' i ' NilNumber of Jives InH bv Jiccidcnti?............................ <1 S 2 Nil
Persons employed per each non-fatal accident , . .. 173 34 140 ;$nr. sno
Persons cm| <lo\ ed per each life lost.......................
Ton* of round and smalt coal raised per each non-

f)2{i 072 :ier. 441) 197 309
fatal accident. ............................................... l,0-r,7G3 GS.173 02,:!0d 50,414 273,523 14 0 311,702 10 O

Tons of round and small coal raised per crtcli life lost 223,371 204,171 139,9S1 151,243 136,911 IS 0 311,702 10 9
Tims of coal raised per each person emploi cd in and 434 393 3S2 3311 093 S4babout the mines .............................................
Tons of coni raised jier each person employed under

ground .......................................... * . :>23 481 M2 494 904 1,009
£ s. tl. £ a d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ A. d. £ fi. d.\alueof coal raised................................... 1,011,JW3 l.i 7 1,032,004 33 0 210,981 10 9 230,431 7 0 74,101 l> 7 70,830 13 3■\ alue of coal raised j>cr each person employed in and 213 14 3 l!)l 39 O 197 19 11 170 IS 0 187 14 11 203about, the mines ........................

> aluc of coal raised per each person employed under
ground ............................... ‘ C.-.7 13 8 231 10 0 204 C 1 251 0 0 244 15 1 240 17 0

Tlie following statistical return, furnished me by Mr. W. R. Logan, the Collector of Customs at 
Newcastle, shows that the greatest increases in the export of coal from that port have been—To Victoria, 
^G,923 ; India, 19,737 ; South America, 17,304; Manilla, 12,6-55; Wilmington, 10,079; Guam, 9,273 ; 
Tasmania, 7,957 ; Queensland, 6,816; Honolulu, 4,723 ; and Fiji, 3,765 tons.

Newcastle.—New South Wales export of Coal during the years 1884 and 1885.

Countries.

United Kingdom...................................
Victoria.................................................
New Zealand ...... ................................
Soutli Australia ............... ...................
Western Australia ................................
Queensland ......................................
Tasmania ..............................................
Fiji............... ..........................................
New Caledonia................... . ...............
Honolulu ..............................................
Manilla..... .............................................
Mauritius ..............................................
Hongkong...............................................
China......................................................
Japan......................................................
San Francisco ...................................
Portland, O.............................................
Soutli America.................................... ..
Java .......... ..........................................
India................ .....................................
Meiieo ..................................................
Guam............................................. ........
South Sea Islands...................................
New Guinea...........................................
Wilmington ...........................................

Total increase for 1885 is 1,741 tons.

1SS4. 1SSS. lacrease. Ueereasc.

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons.
5,000 ................ 5,000

507,082 544,005 86,923
198,778 178,707 20,071
] 72,314 139,337 32,077

16,383 12,309 4,074
37.389 44,205 0,816
37,108 45,155 7,057
11,862 15,627 3,765
8,376 4,913 * ■ • ... 3,463

10,363 15,086 4,723
40,060 62.715 12,655
14,937 7,270 7,058

122,022 104,554,
9,413

17,4-fiK
22,075 12'662

1.942 3,748 . 1,806
140,597 118,053 . . . 22,544

3 927 2,077
05,316

1,250
47,812 17,604
60,815 55,086 . ............... 3,820
86,047 100,684 . 19,737

2.890 1,523 1,367
976 10,251 9,275

1,060 3,814 2,764
600

...............
700

10,079
100

10,070

1,550,395 1,552,136 134,104 132,363

Decennial Rfavrs,—Port of Newcastle—Foreign and Intercolonial Ports.

Near.

Vessels cleared outwards 
for Foreign ami 

Jnteruoloiiial Ports
Total value of 
Imports from 

Foreign and Inter
colonial Ports.

Quantity and value of
Uoal exported to

Foreign and Intercolonial Ports.
Total \ahic of < 

Export#* (inclusive of 
Coal) to Foreign ! 

and
Intercolonial Ports. |

Tntal
amount of Hevcnuo

collected.Nt>. of 
Vessels. Tonnage. Tons. Value,

£ s. a. £ s. cl. £ *. cl. £ K. cl.
1876 .................... 1,309 635,738 469,988 2 8 719,050 405,502 0 0 585,114 1 6 2 54,031 8 0
1877 ....... .......... 1,328 577,376 502,861 6 4 781,502 540,560 0 0 680,750 11 7 56,584 3 11
1878 .................... 1,407 fi55,SS5 444,760 18 0 871,985 602,557 0 0 699,252 13 O 60,511 14 0
1879 ........................ 1,330 651,501 340,501 O 0 860,375 591,000 0 0 648,427 0 0 57,477 18 <1
18S0 ........................ 1,023 016,480 527,005 0 0 673,393 372,378 0 0 4 47,4 8 6 0 0 57,883 4 6
1881 ................... 1,121 654,043 482.845 0 0 899,360 313,931 0 0 407,212 0 0 77,543 10 7
1832 ........................ 1,143 737.772 632,073 0 0 1,080,416 527,575 0 0 618,586 0 0 76,799 12 7
1883 ........................ 1.305 926,956 658,601 0 0 1,359,505 722,428 0 0 1,440,752 0 0 87,844 12 u
1884 ....................... 1,433 1,066,462 788,653 0 0 1,505,395 835,070 0 0 1,699,0*7 O 0 108,720 O O
18S5 ........................ 1,388 1,076,346 930,200 0 0 1,552,136 832,195 0 0 1,927,626 0 0 103,834 18 6

I



580

119

Echini allowing tlie (juantil.y raised, ]iricc })ei' ton,.and value ol tjie bogliead mineral’or petroleum 
oil (eannel coal), commonly called kerosene shale, from I860 to 1884 inclusive :— .

Years. Tons. Average prwxj per ton. Value. Years, | Tons. Average priuc per t0». Value. '

1865 570
£ s. d.
4 2 5-47

£ 8, d.
2,350 0 0 1876 15,998

£ s. d.
3 0 0 00

£ s. d. 
47,994 0 0

1866 2,770 2 18 10-48 8,154 0 0 1877 18,963 3 9 082 46,524 10 0
1867 4,079 3 14 921 15,249 0 0 1878 24,371 2 6 11-49 57,211 0 0
1868 16,952 2 17 7'U 48,816 0 0 1879 32,519 2 1 10'96 66,930 10 0
1869 7,500 2 10 0-00 18,750 0 0 1880 19,201 2 6 7-03 44,724 15 0
1870 8,590 3 4 318 27,570 0 0 1881 27,894 1 9 2-59 40,748 0 0
1871 14,700 2 6 3-91 34,050 0 0 1882 48,065 1 15 0 00 84,114 0 0
1872 11,040 2 1L iroi 23,700 0 0 1383 49,250 1 16 10-77 90,861 10 0
1873 17,850 2 16 6-55 50,475 0 0 1884 31,618 2 6 7 85 72,176 0 0
1874 12,100 2 5 1-48 27,300 0 0 1885 27,462 2 8 11-62 67,239 0 0
1875 6,197 2 10 2'22 15,500 0 0

397,679 2 5 0'39 895,437 5 0

Complaints made of deficient ventilation, <t'C.
I have, as usual, inquired into sundry complaints made with respect to defective ventilation and non

compliance with the requirements of the provisions of the Coal Mines Itogulation Act, 1876. Proceedings, 
where necessary, have been taken to enforce the provisions of the Act, and reports furnished thereon.

New Mixes opkninu out on ix course of developmkxt curing the year 1885.

Bur mod.
February 8th.—Mr. Allen Wilde gave notice of having begun to open a tunnel on the Burwood 

Estate, about half a mile from the Burwood junction, and near the terminus of the Newcastle Coal 
Company’s new line of railway, to be known by the name of Hillside Colliery,

New Lambton.
February 13th.—Mr. Thomas Broughall gave notice that he had commenced to sink a new shaft at 

New Lambton, named the Dunkirk Colliery.
Wolloityong.

May 22nd.—Mr. T. Bertram, Genera] Manager, gave notice that they bad commenced operations to 
open a new mine, to be known as the Broker’s Nose Colliery.

J?iVs Creek, Singleton.
May 29th,—Mr, Robert Minto gave notice of having opened out a coal-mine on Messrs. Nowlands 

estate, 6 miles north of Singleton, and close by the Great Northern Railway.

North Ilimvarrf', near Bulli,
September 2nd.—Mr. G. W. Garlic notified, on bebalf of the North Illawarra Coal-mining Company 

(Limited), that they arc opening No. 2 mine, on the late Sir W. Allen’s freehold, formerly owned by James 
Hicks.

Warner's and QuinielVs Estates, Lake Macquarie.
September 18th.—Mr. S. Birrell gave notice of having started two shafts. 12 feet diameter—one 

on the iioi’th of Warner's estate is called No. 1; the other shaft is near the railway, on Quintell's property, 
called No. 2 shaft.

* Bellambi, Wollongong.
October 14th.—Mr. Wm. Wilson notified, on behalf of Mr. Thomas Say well and himself, of having 

started a coal-mine at Bellambi. At present no undergroundworks would be undertaken for a few months. 
The name of the colliery not yet decided upon. Three men at w ork on surface.

Buttui, Four-mile Creek, near Fast M.aitland.
October 16th.—Mr. Edward Elliott gave notice that he and his brother have been sinking for coal on 

their property, and now sunk to a depth of 125 feet, aud upon coal.

Waratah Collierg. ■
November 5th.—Mi1. F. D. Metcalfe, colliery manager, notified that he had commenced to sink a 

trial shaft on the South Waratah estate.
Helton Collierg Company.

December 14th.—Mr. Alex. Mathieson, colliery engineer, notified that the above Company have started 
to sink for coal close to the hydraulic engine-house on Bullock Island.

Tighc's Hill
December 14th.—John Sevan gave notice of having re-opened what was called Brickfield Colliery, 

situated at Tighe’s Hill, now to be known as the Pride of Ferndale, to be worked by Stephens and Lloyd, 
having arranged with them to drive direct to the creek, so as to xvork the coal from under Throsby’s Creek.

Mixes
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Mines Abandoned oh Opekations Suspended during the yeae 1885.
.February 13fch.—Mr. Thomas Broughall notified that he had stopped the whole of the Speedwell 

Oollieries worked by him, at Tighe's Hill; are worked out and abandoned.
Waratah Colliery.—Mr. R D. Metcalfe, colliery manager, gave notice of having stopped indefinitely 

the South Wararah Colliery, as his directors consider the expense of working it too heavy. Tlie place is not 
abandoned in the sense of a colliery having been worked out.

The report on Collieries and Boghead Mineral Mines, made by me for the Colonial and Indian Exhi
bition, which has been in the hands of the Government Printer for some time, contains accounts of all new 
collieries which have commenced to raise coal during the year, and sections of the coal-seams.

And I have, therefore, only now to add that there were 67 collieries under inspection, and that 
notices Itave been received of 11 new mines having been opened out, against 64 under inspection in the 
preceding year, and 23 opening out; and that the years returns show an increase in the ^Northern District 
of 58,030 tons of round and small coal raised, and £20,971 in value ; in the Southern District of 33,785 
tons, valued at £13,489 ; and in the Western District an increase of 37,939 tons, and an increase in the 
value of £2,674.

I have, &c..
JOHN MACKENZIE, F.G.S.,

' Government Examiner of Coal-fields.

THE Half-Yearly Report of the Inspector of Collieries for the Northern 
District in New South Wales, and Accidents therein investigated by said 
Inspector, for the six months ending 31st December, 1885.

Pursuant to the provisions of clause 26 in the Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1876, I have the honor to 
transmit to you this my six-monthly report on tbe state of the various collieries in the Northern District, 
for tbe half-year ending 31st December, 1885,

The total number of collieries under inspection in the Northern District during the term embraced by 
this report is thirty-eight. Two of the collieries reported by me last time are now abandoned, viz., Speedwell 
and Refuge. A new mine, Rosedale, has been opened. Homevillc mine has been re-opened, and sinking opera
tions have been carried on at tbe Lymington Wallsend Colliery during tbe six months, thus bringing the 
total up to one more than the number under inspection during tlie first half of the year.

Present state of Mines.
A.A. Compa/ny.—About 780 men, Am., are employed in this mine during tlie day shift, and the total 

quantity of air introduced into the mine per minute is about 100,000 cubic feet. During the six months 
very marked improvments have been made in the main return airways, owing to which the volume of 
fresh air has been considerably increased in some of the districts. The number of splits are in accordance with 
the Act. The requirements of the Act arc complied with in other respects also.

Wallsend.—There are about 850 men, Sic., employed in this mine on both shifts, and the total quantity 
of air circulating in the mines per minute is about 200,000 cubic feet Tliere are eleven sjdits for the face 
workings, each split being supplied with a separate and distinct current of fresh air. N one of the splits have 
more men than the Act allows. The Act in other respects is also carried out.

Lambton.—This colliery has only been under inspection during part of the six months, and at the 
present time is at a standstill, owing to an unfortunate dispute concerning the tonnage price in some por
tion of the colliery workings. ,

Newcastle Company's Colliery.—About 360 men, <te.,are employed in this mine on one shift, and the 
total quantity of air introduced into the mine per minute is about 66,000 cubic feet The face workings 
are divided into seven different splits, each split being supplied with a distinct current of fresh air. There 
are not more men in any split than the Act allows. During the six months the new shaft in connection 
with this colliery has been sunk to the main seam, and a communication effected with the main shaft 
workings. Tlie new shaft is also intended for a winding shaft, and is now being fitted up with the necessary 
machinery, <tc. The Act in other respects is also complied with.

New Lambton.—At the present time there are only about eight men employed in this mine. They are 
engaged in pillar work, and to all appearances this colliery will be soon abandoned. The requirements of the 
Act are complied with.

New Lambton C. Pit.—About seventy-four men, die., are at present employed in this mine, and sup
plied with about 10,000 cubic feet of air per minute, in two separate currents. The second shaft has not yet 
been fitted with the necessary machinery for drawing men, (fee., but it is contemplated to have winding gear in 
connection with this shaft as soon as possible. With this exception the Act is complied with.

Co-operative.—About 400 men, itc., are employed in this mine on both shifts, and the total quantity 
of air introduced into the mine per minute is from about 60,000 to 70,000 cubic feet. There are six distinct 
splits, and each split is supplied with a separate current of fresh air. There are not more men in any district 
than the Act allows. In connection with this collieiy it is contemplated to sink a large shaft near the 
present working fane. This shaft will be used as an upcast, and when completed will doubtless prove effectual 
for ventilating purposes for many years to come. The requirements of the Act are also complied with in 
other respects. '

South Waratah.—Only a very limited number of men have been employed in this mine during the 
six months.—The principal work has been to put the pit in proper order, with the view of working the 
seam again in the course of a few weeks. The requirements of the Act are complied with.

East
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East Waratah.—About 130 men, Ac., are employed in this mine during the day shift. The total 
quantity of air circulating per minute is about 23,000 cubic feet. None of the districts are overcrowded, 
and the Act is complied with in every respect.

Brown's Colliery.—About 230 men, &c., are employed in this mine on the day shift, and the total 
quantity of air circulating in the mine is about 50,000 cubic feet per minute. The face workings are divided 
into five districts; each district has a separate current of fresh air, and in no district are there more men 
than the Act allows. The requirements of tiie Act are complied with in other respects also.

Duckcvfield.—About 21G men, tfcc., are employed in this mine during the day shift, and tire total 
quantity of air introduced into the mine is from about 45,000 to about 50,000 cubic feet per minute. There 
are four districts, each supplied with a separate current of fresh air. None of the districts are overcrowded, 
and the Act in other respects is also complied with.

Ferndale.—About 140 men, <tc., are employed in this mine on both shifts, and the total quantity of air 
supplied is about 18,000 cubic feet per minute, in three separate currents or splits, each serving from forty to 
sixty men, <tc. The Act is also carried out in other respects.

Ferndale No. 3.—About eighteen men, &c., are employed in this mine on one shift, and are supplied 
with about 3,000 cubic feet of air per minute in one current. The Act is also complied with in other respects.

Old Waratah—Only about fourteen men, ifcc., at present employed in connection with this mine. The 
ventilation is good throughout, and the Act complied with.

JJill End.—About eight men arc at present employed in this mine. The ventilation is good, and the 
Act carried out.

Boy and Bat.—There arc only about four men now employed in connection with this mine. No cause 
for complaint.

Coose Colliery.—About six men, &c., continue to be employed in this mine. The ventilation is good 
throughout, and the Act complied with.

Hidden Treasure.-—This mine was under inspection during part of the half-year, but is now finished 
and abandoned.

New Huckenfield.—About forty men, Ax., are employed in this mine. There arc four openings to the 
day, and the ventilation is fairly good throughout. The Act in other respects is also complied with.

Tiglte's Hill Colliery.—About six men are employed in this mine at present. There are two openings 
to the day. No cause for complaint.

Wickham and Balloek Island Colliery.—There are about sixty men, at present employed in this 
mine, and supplied with a current of about 7,000 cubic feet of air per minute. A communication has now 
been got between the two pits in connection with this colliery, but complete arrangements have not yet 
been made to allow of pereons employed in the mine to pass in and out of the Wickham shaft at all times 
whatsoever. With this exception the Act is complied with.

Maryville Colliery.—About sixty men, <tc,, aro now employed in this mine. As yet there is only one 
shaft, and in the matter of ventilation the provisions of the Coal Mines Regulation Act are not complied with.

Brookst.oimi Colliery.—About twenty-four men, Lfcc,, are at present employed yn this mine. The 
ventilation is fairly good throughout, and the Act in other respects complied with.

Burwood Colliery,—In connection with the new pit at this mine there are about 160 men, etc., 
employed. There are three shifts, and the greatest number of men, &c., in one shift is about sixty-four. The 
total current of air in the pit workings is about 7,000 cubic feet per minute. In the tunnel where there are 
about seventy men, <fcc., the ventilation is rather defective, but steps have been taken to remedy this matter 
at once. The Act in other respects is complied with.

Stockton Colliery.—About sixty men, &c,, are employed in this mine on one shift. The shaft has been 
hatticed, and a ventilating furnace has been erected at the surface, yet the total quantity of air in the mine 
is not quite up to the requirements of the Act. Steps are being taken however to remedy this matter as 
speedily as possible. In the course of about six months it is expected that the second shaft in connection 
with this colliery will have been sunk. The Act in other respects is complied with.

Hillside Colliery.—There are only four men employed in this mine. No cause for complaint.
Burnley's Colliery.—About sixteen men, &c., are at present employed in this mine. The ventilation is 

pretty good throughout, and the Act also complied with in other respects.
Dunkirk Colliery.—About thirty men, itc.. are employed in this colliery at present. There arc three 

openings to the day. The ventilation is good, and the Act carried out in other respects also.
Marshalls Thornley Colliery.—There are only about eight men now employed in this mine. The 

provisions of the Act are complied with.
Tidips, Sunderland Colliery.—Only about three men employed in this mine. No cause for 

complaint. '
Bathluba Colliery,—About five men are employed in this mine. The provisions of the Act are 

earned out.
Homeville.—This mine has again been opened, but only a few men are at present employed. The 

provisions of the Act are complied with.
Greta Colliery.—About 180 men, &c., are employed in this mine, and the total quantity of air 

circulating in the mine per minute is about 23,000 cubic feet. There are three districts, and each is served 
with a separate current of fresh air. None of the districts are overcrowded. The provisions of the Act aro 
also complied with in other respects. .

Singleton New Park Colliery.—About twenty-six men, <fcc., are employed in this mine, and supplied 
with a current of about 4,000 cubic feet of air per minute.* The Act in other respects is also complied with.

Longworth's Colliery.—There are sixteen men, ic., employed in this mine. The ventilation is good 
throughout, and the Act complied with in other respects also.

Itix's Creek.—Only the lessee himself occasionally employed getting house coal. No cause for 
complaint.

Boscdah Colliery.—This is a small mine close to the Great Northern line of railway, about 7 
miles north of Singleton. At present there are only three men employed, No cause for complaint.

443—Q Lymington
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Lymington Wallsend Colliery.—Sinking operations are being proceeded with at this place. No. 1 

shaft is 12 feet in diameter, and is now sunk to a depth of about 324 feet. The No. 2 shaft is also 12 feet 
in diameter, and is sunk to the depth of about 294 feet. There are forty-two sinkers and nine banksmen, 
and with engine-drivers, blacksmiths, carpenters, labourers, &c., the total number of men employed is 
about seventy-three. Everything in connection with this work appears to be in good order.

Accidents in Mines.
The accidents investigated and reported on by me in connection with the collieries in the Northern 

District during the six months ending 31st December, 1885, are seventeen in number, happening in most 
instances by falls of coal, five of which accidents were fatal, and each fatal accident was caused by a fall of coal. 
Some of the non-fatal accidents caused serious bodily injury, but the majority of them were not so serious. In 
addition to the above, during the past six months I have also investigated several minor accidents which are 
not given in this report.

The first of the fatal accidents happened to a miner named Alexander Grant, by a fall of coal in 
Brown’s Colliery on 9th July last, death ensuing on the 13th of the same month.

The District Coroner held an inquest on the body of the deceased, at Minmi, on the 14th July. I 
was present at the inquest and heard all the evidence, and fully agree with the verdict of “ Accidental 
death,” as returned by the jury.

The second fatal accident happened to a miner named Ralph Wilkins, by a fall of coal in the A. A. 
Company’s No. 2 pit, on the 5th of August last.

The District Coroner, S. Chapman, Esq., J.P., held an inquest on the body of deceased, at the “Glebe 
Colliery Hotel,” Glebeland, on the afternoon of the same day. I attended the inquest, and fully agree with 
the verdict of “Accidental death,” as given by the jury.

The third fatal accident happened to a miner named Thomas Hemmings, by a fall of coal in the 
Lambton Colliery, on 19th September.

The District Coroner held an inquest on the body of deceased at “West’s Hotel,” Lambton, at 7 p.m., 
on the day of the accident, which inquest I also attended, and fully agree with the verdict of “ Accidental 
death.”

The fourth fatal accident happened to a miner named Thomas Pomeroy, by a fall of coal in Brown’s 
Colliery, Minmi, on 17th November.

The District Coroner held an inquest on the body of the deceased, at the “ Northumberland Hotel," 
Minmi, on the day following the accident. I attended the inquest and heard all the evidence, and fully agree 
with the verdict of “Accidental death,” as recorded by the jury.

The fifth fatal accident happened to a miner named John Thompson, by a fall of coal in the Wallsend 
Colliery, on the 27th November. This poor man lingered in great pain for about twenty-seven hours after 
the accident, and died about noon on the 28th November.

On the 30th of the same mouth the District Coroner held an inquest on the body of deceased, at 
“ Lorey’s Hotel,” Plattsburg. I was present at this inquest also, and fully agree with the verdict of 
“Accidental death.”

The first of the non-fatal accidents happened to a miner named Thomas Martin, by a fall of coal in 
the Ferndale Colliery, on 14th July, and resulted in a fracture of thigh-bone just above the knee.

The second resulted in severe bums to body, arms, face, and neck, to a miner named George Cairns 
Callender, by an explosion of loose powder in the Wallsend Colliery, on 16th July.

The third was a leg fracture and severe flesh wound to a miner named Robert Blair, by a fall of coal, 
in Brown’s Colliery, on 20th July.

The fourth happened to a miner named Robert Walker, by the explosion of a shot in the Wallsend 
Coliiery, on 12th August, and resulted in severe wounds to head and face.

The fifth happened to a boy named William Lewis, a switch-keeper, who was run over by loaded 
skips in the Wallsend Colliery, on 11th September, the result being a severe fracture of the left thumb and 
a deep flesh wound from the knee downwards on the left leg. .

The sixth resulted in a fracture of thigh and wound in leg to a boy named John M'Luskie, by loaded 
skips in the Co-operative Colliery, on 17th October.

The seventh happened to a miner named James Graham, by a fall of coal in the A. A Company’s 
No. 2 pit, on 17th November; result, injury to foot.

The eighth happened to a miner named Joseph Cook, by a fall of coal in the A. A. Company’s Hamilton 
pit, on 24th November, and resulted in internal injuries.

The ninth resulted in very serious bodily injury to a miner named William Frankban, by an explosion 
of loose powder in the Newcastle Company’s new pit, on 27th November.

The tenth also resulted in severe bums to the hands, face, and neck of a miner named William 
Young, by the same explosion of loose powder in the Newcastle Company’s new pit, on 27th November,

The eleventh happened to a wheeler named William C slier, by an empty skip in the Wallsend 
Colliery, on 18th December, and resulted in a fractured rib and injury to back.

The twelfth and last happened to a miner named John Davis, by a fall of coal in the Newcastle 
Company’s Colliery, on 30th December, the result being severe fracture of right arm and right thigh.

The usual tabulated list of accidents is hereto appended.
I have, &c.,

JOHN DIXON,
Inspector of Collieries.

Tabulated
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Tabulated List of Fatal and Non-fatal Accidents in the Northern Collieries of New South Wales, investigated by the 
Inspector of Collieries daring the half-year ending 31st December, 1885.

No Date. Colliery. Sufferer. Occupation.

l July 9 Brown’s ,.. Alexander Grant Miner ........
2 14 Ferndale . . Thomas Martin .. Miner ........
3 10 Wallsend.... George Callender Miner ........
4 20 Brown’s __ Robert Blair ... Miner ........
b Aug. 5 A. A Co.’s .. Ralph Wilkins .. Mmer ........
G 12 Wallsend.... Robert Walker .. Miner ........
7 Sept. 11 Wallsend__ William Lewis .. Switchkeepcr
&

Oct.
19 Lambton .... Thos. Hemmings Miner ......

9 17 Co-operative John M'Luskie .. Trapper ....

10 Nov. 17 Brown's ,... Thomas Pomeroy Miner ........
11 17 A A. Co....... James Graham .. Miner ....
12 24 A. A. Co. ... Joseph Cook .... Miner ........
is 27 Wallsend.... John Thompson Miner ........
Id >* 27 Newcastle Co. Wm. Frankban .. Miner ........

15 >> 27 Newcastle Co. Wm. Young .... Miner ......

16 Doc. 18 WaHsend.... Wm. Usher.,,. . Whcfiter ....

17 30 Newcastle Co. John Davis....... Miner ....

Non-fatale Fatals.

Remarks, Sec., on nature and extent of 
injuries.

Fatal injuries by a fall of t*oal ..................
Fracture of thigh by a fall of coal ...........
Injuries to face by explosion of loose powder
Leg fracture by a fall of coal.....................
Fatal injuries by □ fall of coal ..................
Injuries to bead by explosion of a shot . ..
Severe wound in leg by loaded skip...........
Fatal injuries by a fall of coal ..................
Thigh fracture and wound in leg by loaded 

skip
Fatal injuries by a fall of coal ..................
Injury to foot by a fall of coal..................
Internal injuries by a fall of coal.............
Fatal injuries by a*fall of coal ..................
Severely burnt by an explosion of loose 

powder
Face and hands burnt by an explosion of 

loose powder
Fractured rib and injury to back by empty 

skips
Fracture of arm and thigh by a fall of coal 

Totals...............................
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The Half-yearly Report of the Inspector of Collieries on the state of the various 
Collieries in the Southern and Western Districts of the Colony of New South 
Wales, and Accidents therein, for the half-year ending December, 1885.

The Examiner of Coal-fields, Newcastle,—
Sir, Wollongong, 12 January, 1886.

In compliance with the requirements of the clause 26 in Coal Mines Regulation Act, I87G, I 
have the honor to transmit to j'ou this my six-monthly report on the state of the various collieries for the 
half-year ending December 31st, 1885.

One new colliery has been added to the number during the last six months, viz., the Bellambi Colliery 
(near Wollongong), making in all twenty-nine collieries.

Western District....................................... 12 cnal-mines and 2 shale
Bcrrima ..............................................  4 „ 1 „
Southern ,, .......................................  10 ,, ...

20 3 = 29 Collieries.

Present State of Mines.

BuMi OLl Tunnel.—About 170 men and horses employed, and supplied with 17,000 cubic feet of air 
per minute, in two separate currents.—No. 1 split supplying ninety men and horses with 9,000 cubic feet of 
air per minute ; No. 2 split supplies eighty men and horses with 8,000 cubic feet of air per minute. An 
air-shaft has been sunk to a depth of 320 feet, which, when the furnace is built, will produce a powerful 
current of ventilation.

In the Hill End division of workings a fault of “cinder” coal has been cut through which gave off 
a quantity of gas, but every precaution is taken by the manager, viz., the hoards examined every morning 
by a competent person, a danger signal placed cautioning persons not to pass with a naked light, and the 
miners working with locked safety lamps. Eight men employed, and supplied with 4,000 cubic feet of air 
per minute. The Act in other respects complied with.

Bulli Second Seam.—About twenty men employed underground, and supplied with 4,000 cubic feet 
of air per minute.

Bulli Neva Tunnel.—An average of twenty men are employed, but meanwhile work is suspended, as 
the demand for coal is somewhat slack.

Mount Pleasant Colliery.—About eighty men and horses are employed, and supplied with 11,000 cubic 
feet of air per minute. In a few months the coal in the No. 1 tunnel will he wrought out to the western 
boundary. The Company is opening out the colliery anew by means of an adit driven into the face of tho 
mountain about 500 yards in a northern direction from the No. 1 tunnel. In connection with this altera
tion, an air-shaft has been sunk to a depth of SO feet for the future ventilation of the colliery. No com- 
plainta The Act in all respects complied with.

Forth Illawarm Coal Company.—The No. 1 tunnel is driven a distance of 24 chains. Coal at the 
working face 34 feet in thickness. Twenty-six men employed, and supplied with 5,000 cubic feet of air per 
minute. No. 2 tunnel driven in a distance of 140 yards. Coal at the working face measures 4 feet. Six 
men employed, and supplied with 3,000 cubic feet of air per minute. Tramways to the jetty are under 
construction for both tunnels. The Act in all respects complied with.

Rose Hill Prospecting Tunnel.—Mr. D. Ford and Son, proprietors, driving a few yards occasionally 
testing the coal. The drive is in about 40 yards. The coal at the working face measures 3 ft. 4 in.

Goal Cliff Colliery.—The top seam, as previously reported, was cut off by a dislocation of 29 feet of 
a down-throw, The manager, after driving a stone mine a distance of 40 yards, again regained the coal in 
splendid condition, which measures fully 6 ft. high. For the future ventilation of the colliery the manager 
intends to bring the ventilating current up the main heading, a distance of 49 chains, dividing it into two 
separate currents to the right and left of the workings, after which it will return and pass over an air
crossing a few chains from the entrance of the tunnel. About eighty men and horses employed, and supplied 
with 13,000 cubic feet of air per minute, The Act in all respects complied with.

Broker's Nose Coalmining Company.—Surface arrangements are still being carried forward to connect 
the colliery with the Illawarra line. An air-shaft has been sunk which reached the seam at a depth of 
100 feet. A tunnel has been driven into the mountain 176 yards. Four men aro employed underground, 
and supplied with 4,000 feet of cubic air per minute. The Act in other respects complied with.

Mount Ketnbla Colliery.—During the last six months an average of 122 men have been employed, 
and supplied with an average of 12,000 cubic feet of air per minute, in four separate splits. No. 1 East, 
thirty men and horses employed, and supplied with 3,000 cubic feet of air per minute; No. 2 East, eighteen 
men employed, and supplied with about 1,800 cubic feet of air per minute; No. 4 division of workings, forty 
men and horses, and supplied with about 4,000 cubic feet of air per minute; No. 2 and 3 West, about thirty- 
four men and horses employed, and supplied with 3,400 cubic feet of air per minute. In the east and No. 
4 division of workings the ventilating current was weak as it approached the working faces. The manager 
for the last two months has been driving a new air-course with three shifts of men, to improve the ventil
ation. The Act in other matters complied with.

Avondale Coliiery.—Prospecting operations arc still suspended.
Bellimbi {at Russell Vale).—This is an old colliery which is being re-opened by Wilson and Say well, 

and is situated along the line of mountain between Broker’s Nose and Bulli Collieries. Three men aro 
gutting out the two tunnels which had been previously driven. Surface arrangements are also being carried 
forward.

BEMtijrA District.
Rrith Colliery.—During the last six months work has been almost suspended for tho want of sale 

for the coal. Two men are employed getting a few tons of coal occasionally. The Act in other respects 
complied with.
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Australian Kerosene Oil Company.—About eighty men employed underground, and supplied with
10,000 cubic fcotof air per minute. Tins colliery is wrought on the long-wall system, a fresh current of 
air passing all the working faces. Travelling roads and working places safe. The Act in all respects 
complied with.

Barrima Colliery.—Four men employed, and supplied with 4,000 cubic feet of air per minute. 
The colliery is wrought on the long-wall system. The Act in other respects complied with. ,

Milkujong Coal-mining Company.—Underground operations are still suspended. *

WiiSTEiiN District.

Zig-Zag Colliery.—About sixty-three men and horses, and supplied with 10,000 cubic feet of air per 
minute. Travelling roads and working faces safe. The Act in other matters complied with. _

Esk Bank Old Tunnel.—About eighteen men are employed underground, and supplied with 3,000 
cubic feet of air per minute. During the last six months an nir-shaft has been sunk to a depth of 63 feet. 
The shaft is sunk at the extreme end of the working faces. A furnace is to be built which will produce a 
plentiful supply of ventilation throughout the colliery. _

Esk Bank Pit.—Forty-five men and horses arc employed, and supplied with 10,000 cubic feet of 
air per minute. The ventilation good throughout the colliery. The Act in all respects complied with.

Vale of Clwydd Coliiery.—About thirty men employed underground, and supplied with 10,000 cubic 
feet of air per minute. The colliery in a safe condition throughout. The Act in all respects complied witli.

Lithgow Valley Colliery.—About sixty-live men and horses employed underground, and supplied 
with 12,000 cubic feet of air per minute, in two separate currents—No. 1 split supplying thirty men and 
horses with 5,000 cubic feet of air per minuto ; No. 2 split supplying thirty-five men with 7,000 cubic feet 
of air per minute. The Act in all other respects complied with. _ _

Bowenfeh Colliery.—Five men employed underground, and supplied with 4,000 cubic feet of air per 
minute. Travelling roads and working faces safe. The Act in other respects complied with.

Carlo’s Gap and Irondale Collieries.—'Working operations meanwhile suspended an account of no sale 
for the coal.

Main Camp (Hartley Vale).—Six men employed underground and supplied with 10,000 cubic feet of 
air per minute. The Act in all respects complied with.

New South Wales Shale Mine (Hartley FafeJ.—About eighty men and horses employed, and supplied 
with 14,000 cubic feet of air per minute in one current. Twelve men employed in taking out pillars. This 
division of workings well secured with timber. The Act in all other respects complied with.

Katoomha Colli&'y.—About fifty-six men underground, and supplied with 6,000 cubic feet of air per 
minute. Travelling roads and working faces safe. The Act is also complied with in other respects.

Gladstone Coal-mining Company.—Working operations meanwhile suspended.

Accidents in Mixes.

During the last six months I have investigated six separate accidents, two of which were fatal and four 
non-fatal. The first of the fatal accidents happened to a lad seventeen years of age, named John Potter, 2oth 
September, at the Australian Kerosene Oil Company’s works, Joadja. He was employed as a brakesman, and 
while shunting fell before the loaded truck, crushing his leg to a pulp. He was conveyed to the Goulbum 
Hospital, hut died the following day. The District Coroner held an inquest on 26th September, The jury 
returned a verdict of accidental death, with which verdict I fully agree.

Tho second fatal accident happened to a miner named Thomas Dumphy, by a fall of coal at Mount 
Kcira Colliery, on 14th November. He received internal injuries, wdiich resulted in death on 17th November. 
The District Coroner, F. C. Smith, Esq., held an inquest concerning the death, at Mount Keira, on 25th 
November, which inquest I attended. The jury returned a verdict of accidental death, and no blame attached 
to any one in connection with the accident, with which verdict I fully agree.

The first of the non-fatal accidents to a lad sixteen years of age, named John Sharp, at the Australian 
Kerosene Oil Company’s mine, Joadja, on Stli June ; arm broken by a fall of stono from the roof, in No. 1 
tunnel. Tho second to a miner named Walter Wollett, at Bulli Colliery, on 29th July ; bruised about the 
back and loins by a fail of stone from the roof. The third to a lad sixteen years of age, named William Moon, 
on the 10th August; foot crushed at the gates of tho Company’s tramway crossing. The fourth to a shift
man named Abraham Morris, at Mount Kemble, on October 19th; collar-bone broken—jammed between 
skips.

J have also investigated several slight accidents which are not given in this report.
Thu usual tabulated list of accidents is hereto appended,

I have, itc.,
JAMES ROWAN, _ 

Inspector of Collieries.

Tauulated List of Fatal niul Non-fatal Accidents in tho Southern and Western Districts of New South Wales Collieries 
investigated by the Inspector of Collieries during the half-year ending lllat December, ISS/h
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NEW SOUTH WALES.
Report of Progress for 1885 by the Geological Surveyor in Charge.

I ha\e the honor to submit the following Report of Progress of the Geological Survey during 1885.
In conjunction with the Superintendent of Drills, I examined the country at Dulcalmah, near Single

ton, where it had been proposed to put down a diamond-drill bore to search for water. It was found that 
the geological formation consisted of calcareous shales and sandstones, almost horizontally bedded, belonging 
to the Lower Coal-Measures. As this formation is unfavourable for the occurrence of good water, it was 
decided that the boring operations should not be undertaken. T also examined the country 6 miles to the 
south, where some seams of coal are associated with lenticular beds of it on ore. The iron ore, though of 
rich quality, does not occur in payable quantity, These strata contain fossil tree-stems and impressions of 
Glossopteris, and appear to be the equivalents of the Rix Creek and East Maitland Coal Series, and there
fore belong to the Middle Coal-Measures.

I next examined some country to the north of Molong, including the old Copper Hill minoj my 
report thereon is herewith annexed. (See Appendix A.) In this locality the Silurian sedimentary strata 
have been upheaved by an extensive mass of felsite, which in places passes into porphyry with hornblende, 
riiis igneous rock is traversed by irregular reefs or gossan lodes of vesicular ferruginous quartz, containing 
copper pyrites and galena, which have been more or less extensively prospected and found to con
tain both gold and silver, but not as yet in payable quantity. The metalliferous rock at the Copper Hill 
mine consists of a mass of felsite, about 300 feet long and 100 feet wide, with tho joint iissures in the rock 
filled in with earthy carbonate of copper. It is also traversed by veins of quartz, containing sulphide of 
copper, and by irregular masses of porous quartzite. The rock has been excavated bodily, and the copper ore 
sorted from it. Some of the numerous gossan veins in this locality have favourable appearances for gold 
and silver and should be prospected. During the year an interesting discovery has been made at Gamble, 
in this district, about 12 miles westerly fiom Molong, of a lode containing copper ores, lode tin, gold, and 
silver. Samples of the ore have assayed up to 14'85 per cent, copper, 38‘9 per cent, tin, and 6 oz. lO^dwt. 
silver, with traces of gold, per ten.

, March J proceeded by way of Goulburn to inspect the seams of coal discovered in the Clyde
River Valley near its source, and my report thereon is given in Appendix B. From Goulburn the road 
passes over open undulating plains for 10 miles, with rocks cropping out at the surface, consisting of altered 
sandstones and shales, diorite, and quartz reefs, then for 2 miles conglomerates; then both altered and 
unaltered sandstones, some suitable for building-stone, shales and conglomerates with quartz reefs, till we 
reach Croker’s farm, where occurs basalt resting on Tertiary silicious sandstone, which rests on tho paheozoic 
shales and sandstones, dipping about N.W. at 65, and traversed by quartz reefs. It is probable that the 
Tertiary drifts under the basalt are auriferous. Ho fossils were found in the paheozoic rocks by which 
their age might be determined; but they appear to be Upper Silurian, and where they have been disturbed 
by intrusions of diorite it is likely that payable metalliferous veins occur in them. They are also traversed 
by veins of ironstone, and form the bed-rocks of the main valleys of Budjong Creek and Nadgigomar 
Creek, where they strike about U. 5° W., containing quartz veins, and arc overlaid by Tertiary yellow and 
red clays and ironstone.

kroni Uadgigomar Creek to Shoulhaven River, a distance of 8 miles, are hills of Silurian sandstone 
and shale about 300 feet high, with quartz reefs, and in places capped with Tertiary rounded quarts 
pebble drift and brown iron oro. The bed of the river consists of the same Silurian rocks dipping west 
20 south at 70 ; and in the crevices between the projecting bars of rock I saw small waterwom specks 
of gold. Jhe banks of the river to a height of from 60 to 100 feet are covered with pebble drift, which in 
places is worked for gold when water is available from the tributary gullies. From the river to English’s 
farm we find the same rocksc apped with Tertiary ; and at portion 4, parish of Corang, on the main Braid wood 
Road, is a patch of basalt, probably covering a lead or ancient river-bed. Then along the road to Narriga, on the 
Endrick River, the Silurian formation is covered here and there by Tertiary sand, hard silicious sandstone 
and basalt. At the river-crossing occurs a volcanic breccia containing angular pieces of basalt, obsidian and 
zeolites ; and on the east bank may be seen interesting sections of Silurian sandstones and shales (strike N. 
and S.) traversed by quartz veins and intrusive dykes of basalt and porphyry. The gullies crossing these 
Siluria nrocks are being worked for gold, and the occurrence of diamonds in the river-drift has been reported.

From the river the road ascends a steep hill, for the first 300 feet over Silurian sandstones and shales 
with ferruginous quartz reefs ; next Carboniferous conglomerates (containing coarse sandstone boulders and 
a few quartz pebbles, probably auriferous), shales and compact sandstone beds, for about 200 feet; then a bed of 
sandstone pebble conglomerate 3 feet thick, overlaid by 325 feet of horizontal and current-bedded Hawkesbury 
sandstones, with layers of quartz and grit and conglomerates. The following sketch illustrates this section
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a, volcanic breccia ; &, Silurian sandstones and shales, intruded by basaltic dykes c, and traversed by quartz 
reefs d; e, Carboniferous conglomerates, sandstones, and shales ; f, pebble conglomerate ; g, Hawkesbury 
sandstones, grits, and conglomerates. The conglomerates (e) are probably auriferous, and should be 
prospected. j^.om
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From the top of this hill the Hawkesbury formation forms an undulating table-land for 8 miles, as 
far as portion 60, where intrusive basalt occurs, and continues with a few’ small patches of sandstone to 
Greg’s farm, which is on a basalt hill commanding an extensive view to the east, including Jervis Bay, 25 
miles distant. This basalt range appears to continue to N.K.E. for 5 or 6 miles. Between here and 
Kowra and Jervis Bay there is a table-land of Hawkesbury formation at about 500 feet lower level, and 
furrowed into deep ravines draining northerly to the Yalwal Diggings and the Shoalhaven River. From 
Greg’s farm the road passes south-easterly for half a mile over basalt, then sandstone for a quarter of a 
mile, then over a higli range of basalt for 1 mile, called Sassafras Mountain, from which, at Halley’s 
farm, there is an extensive view overlooking the Shoalhaven country to the north. From here the ground 
descends for about 150 feet on to the Hawkesbury sandstone which forms the watershed between the Clyde 
and Shoalhaven Rivers. On this watershed the creoks take their rise in undulating heathy plains, partly 
timbered, and with boggy peaty fiats in the hollows. This character of country continues for about 6 miles 
to where the seams of coal occur, which have been described in my report dated 30th March, 1885. 
(Appendix B.)

In April J accompanied the Under Secretary for Mines and the Inspector of Mines, as members of 
the Prospecting Board, to the Forbes, Parkes and Tomingloy Gold-fields, to examine proposed sites for 
prospecting, and to decide upon the applications for aid from the Parliamentary vote for prospecting for 
gold. Many sites were fixed in places where the formations consist of rocks, which are usually 
of a gold-bearing character, such as Silurian sandstones and slates, traversed by quartz reefs, and in some 
cases in the vicinity of diorite rocks.

The prospectors, however, in no instance succeeded in finding payable gold. Nevertheless good ser
vice has been done, for the sites have been well proved, and the results afford a reliable guide for miners in 
carrying out future operations. The Teniora gold-field was also visited by the Board for the same purpose, 
with similar unsuccessful results. Travelling from Orange to Forbes I noticed that the formations of the 
country between Orange and Boree station consisted of hills of Devonian shales and sandstones, overlaid in 
places by Tertiary quartz, pebble drift, and basalt. The basalt has evidently fiow’ed from the old point of 
eruption on Mount Canoblas. At Borce are thick-bodded Devonian sandstones and shales dipping N.N.'W,, 
at about 25°. Thence the hills become gradually lower, with wide flats of red sandy Pleistocene clays and 
loam, forming good soil for the cultivation of wheat and maize, to within 1 mile from Cudal, where ocenrs 
dense basalt containing crystals of oligoclase felspar. At Cudal the Devonian grey shales dip N.E. at 25°, 
and a well has been sunk in them 43 feet deep, and brackish water obtained. Six miles beyond Cudal 
occur vertical slaty shales, and half a mile further the hills are capped with basalt, especially on tbe north 
side of the road. Two miles east of Merga are Devonian purple shales and quartzites; and for 1 mile to 
the north and south of Merga the Devonian rocks form high ranges, and continue for 8 miles to the west, 
when granite appears and extends to Eugowra. The country from Eugowra to Forbes and Parkes I have 
already described in a former report (vide. Annual Report). .

From Orange, the road to Molong for the first 5 miles passes over altered Devonian sandstones and 
shales, having an easterly dip at about 80°, and traversed by quartz reefs. Then occur hills of greenstone 
rocks, with altered slates and sandstones, to within 8 miles of Molong, when the hills are capped witli basalt, 
which 1 mile further appears to have filled in an old valley, and probably covers an auriferous load. In the 
road-cutting an interesting section is exposed, showing the decomposed basalt weathered into round masses 
like cannon-balls. Seven miles from Molong the road crosses a belt of marble limestone extending north 
and south in a belt 5 chains wide. For the next 61 miles aro seen yellow and purple altered shales; dip, 
vertical, and sometimes contorted ; strike, north and south. In places they are traversed by dyke masses of 
diorite and diorite-brceeia. Molong is situated upon thick beds of grey coralline and shell marble limestone 
dipping W. 30° S. at 45° to 25°. These limestones extend to about mile west of the town, and are 
upwards of 3,000 feet thick. On the Bocoble Creek, 6 miles from Molong, they appear again at the surface, 
dipping almost in an opposite direction—E. at 50": thus forming a large syncline. They are overlaid by 
Devonian sandstones and shales, pebble conglomerates, chocolate-coloured shales, and thick beds of hard 
silicious grit, ripple-marked. Bocoble Creek flows through a sandy-aoil flat about half a mile wide, and 
from it to Manildra tbe road passes over low red-soil hills composed of yellow shales and altered green sand
stones, traversed by quartz reefs : these rocks probably belong to the Silurian series, of which the Molong 
limestones are the uppermost or “passage” beds, tbe overlying purple shales, conglomerates, ike., being 
Devonian. At the Manildra Creek crossing is a dyke mass, about 200 yards wide, of granite; and it is 
about 4 miles N.N.E. from here where the recently-discovered Gumble lode, above mentioned, containing 
tin, copper, and silver, occurs.

The next 10 miles is over quartzite containing pyrites, altered hard black and brown shales and 
sandstones to Dulladerry Creek, 2 to 4 mile beyond which occur felspar, porphyry, and altered sandstones. 
The road then crosses the source of the Billabong Creek, about 18 miles from Parkes, where crop out pui-ple 
fine-grained micaceous sandstones dipping N.E. at 15°. In the next 2 miles a range is crossed composed of 
purple and white false-bedded sandstones and soft grey shales, dipping easterly at 10°, and ripple-marked ; 
a thickness of about 100 feet of these rocks is seen in section in the road-cuttings. From their lithological 
character, they appear to be of Devonian age. At 8| miles east of Parkes, we leave them and come 
upon Silurian rooks traversed by quartz reefs ; in the former quartz reefs seldom seen. The Silurian forma
tion continues thence to Parkes, where it is intruded by the diorite dyke-mass, which extends northerly from 
Forbes, and in the vicinity of which the principal gold-workings occur.

Some of the prospecting shafts on Scrubby Plains reached a depth of 161 feet, passing through 
yellow ferruginous and white sandy clays, pipe-clay, and a little quartz-pebble drift, partly cemented with 
ironstone and containing colours of gold; the bed-rock is Silurian slates with quartz veins.

Miller’s or Wright's reef is situated about 3 miles north-east from Scrubby Plains. It is 2 feet 
thick to a depth of 70 feet, traversing altered ferruginous sandstones, and dips S. 30° E. at 70°. Between 
500 and COO tons of quartz are said to have been raised, yielding from 10 to 16 dwt, of gold per ton. Near 
to the reef there is a deposit of Tertiary rounded quartz drift with very hard silicious cement in places. 
This drift, about 30 chains west of Wright’s reef, was prospected, and though the shaft bottomed on diorite 
only a little gold was obtained.

About 2 miles south-west from Scrubby Plains is Pennington’s reef. It lias been opened to a depth 
of 100 feet, and consists of hard compact quartz witli galena and pyrites. It is about 12 inches thick, strikes 
N, 25° E, underlaying S.E., and occurs in soft sandstone and slate fonnation.

The
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The Britannia reef, near Forbes, has been traced for about 2 chains in length, and worked to a depth 
of 150 feet and abandoned. It is said to have yielded 2 o/, of gold per ton. It occurs in diorite dipping
N. 30“ W, at about 50°, and at the surface is seen to vary in width up to 4 feet as a network of quartz 
veins, and is stained with carbonate of copper. The strike of the diorite dyke is about H. 10° E.

The Bald Hills lead, near Forbes, trends in a south-easterly direction between hills of Silurian with 
diorite. The sinking is from 186 feet to 240 feet deep, and the channel vai-ies in width from 30 feet to 
200 feet, the wash-dirt, which is said to yield from 3 dwt. to 4 oz. of gold per load, being 2 to 3 feet thick. 
The sinking is nearly dry, and not much water makes at tho bottom. Some of tho gold obtained is so 
extremely fine that it lias been called “ flour ” or “paint” gold. The wash consists of sub-angular drift of 
quartz, quartzite, and large round boulders of diorite.

About miles north from Forbes a quarry has been opened in laminated marble limestone, 10 feet 
thick, and dipping south-easterly at 45°.

Hazelhurst’s reef, on the Buchanan line of reef, in the town of Parkes has during the year given good 
returns. Tho shaft was 105 feet deep, and the reef dips FT. 15° to 35° E. at 40° to 00°. The crushing stuff 
up to 3 feet thick is ferruginous with the quartz occurring in shoots, one shoot being 30 feet long and 2 feet 
thick, thinning to each end, and dipping north-westerly at about 50°. The hanging-wall shows several inches 
thick of white clay slickcnside against felspathic rock, and the foot-wall is the same, with, in one place, 
coarse pebble conglomerate. The yield of 106 tons crushed in April gave 522 oz. of gold.

From Parkes to Tomiugley the country consists of Silurian sandstones, shales, and conglomerates witli 
intrusions of diorite, the latter rock is seen from -} to 2 miles north of the railway survey mark hm 23, and 
the country about it has a promising appearance for the occurrence of gold-bearing reefs and alluvia,

At tbe Ten-mile Itidge Dam occur altered clay shales and sandstones dipping S, 22° E. at 60°, 
traversed by horizontal narrow veins of gold-bearing quartz, which have, to a small extent, been worked ; but 
they appear to be too narrow to be profitably mined. The conglomerates are similar to those in which tho 
Dayspring reef occurs at Parkes, and contain pebbles of diorite, showing the existence of this rock in 
Silurian or pre-Silurian times. The intrusions of diorite with which the principal gold-bearing reefs are 
associated on the Parkes, Forbes, Gulgong, (fce., gold-fields are of post-Silurian age.

From the Ten-mile Itidge to the Myall Flat reefs, near Tomiugley ,tho country consists of Silurian 
slates and sandstones, traversed by quartz reefs : it looks to be a promising auriferous country. Tbe Myall 
Reef is in a greenish chlorite schist, and dips E. 2-5° FT at 1 in 3. It is up to 14 feet wide, but only for 
about 3 feet is it payably auriferous. It is being worked in several claims which are from 70 to ISO feet 
deep. At Tomingley the reefs occur in altered Silurian clay slates, associated with dykes of diorite. Some 
of the reefs are 16 feet thick, but with only 3 feet of payable quartz, which is very patchy. The quartz 
reefs appear to have been formed at two periods, the earlier-formed quartz containing little or no gold, while 
the lattcr-formed quartz can be profitably worked. The latter probably filled fissures caused by the intrusion 
of diorite, and these fissures in some eases opened alongside the reefs already formed ; hence the occurrence, 
as at the Myall Reefs and here, of wide reefs with only a certain thickness of the quartz payably gold-bear
ing, and also the association of gold-bearing reefs with dioritic intrusions. This view was suggested by the 
following section seen in one of the shafts at Tomingley.
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S, altered Silurian clay slates ; Q, quartz reef; D, diorite dyke.
In this section the quartz reef appears to have been intruded by the diorite; and I was informed that 

no gold had been found in this quartz, but that small veins near it contained gold ; also that in another 
shaft near this gold occurred in quartz veins traversing the diorite. The strike of this reef is E. 30° S. The 
deepest shaft was 140 feet. About 10 chains west of tho roof a section, exposed in an excavation for a

tank,
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tank, allows alteroil clay slates dipping N. 30° E. at 60°, traversed by a vertical dyke of diorite from 5 to S 
indies tliick, and striking E. 25“ to 30° S. The Tomingley reefs occur along the crest of a narrow low spur 
running northerly. This spur is terminated about half a mile north of the town by a wide alluvial flat, 
through which the Tomingley Creek flows to the west. A prospecting shaft, said to be 225 feet deep, has 
been sunk upon this flat, about 2 miles K.W. from Tomingley. It passed through strata of red, yellow, and 
white sandy clays, and a few small pebbles of quartz and slate. It is probable that if the deepest channel 
of this old valley wore to be ascertained by boring or sinking it would be found to contain a payable lead 
just below, that is on the west side of, where the old watercourse crossed the belt of country in which tho 
Tomingley reefs occur. This old valley received the drainage of two deep valleys, now filled with alluvial 
deposits, extending northerly on the cast and west sides of the Tomingley spur. Several shafts to a depth 
of 160 feet have been sunk in them, but payable gold has not yet been discovered.

The road from Tomingley to Dubbo, after crossing the Tomingley Creek, passes on to granite forma
tion, which continues to within 7 miles south of Dubbo, where it isoverlaid by Tertiary ferruginous- 
rounded quartz-pebbles, drift, and cement. At § of a mile from Dubbo tbe road passes on to a 
basalt plateau, covering the Hawkesbury sandstone formation, and continues so into Dubbo.

I examined tbe mining reserves at Young, and recommended the permanent reservation of certain 
lands containing gold-bearing quartz reefs, on Quartz Reef Hill, near the town, and the cancellation of some 
other portions of the reserves. ^

I inspected tho Hanging Rock and Hundle Gold-field; my report thereon will be found in Appendix C.
Since that report was written, Mr. I’. M. Hole, J.P., of Wooloomin, informs me that he and some 

others took up an abandoned reef, now called the Lord Carrington reef, near tbe John Bull reef, at Bowling- 
alley Point, and have succeeded in striking exceedingly inch quartz, of which be has sent a fine specimen 
to the Mining and Geological Museum ; it shows free gold interspersed through pyrites and quartz.

The Chrome iron-ore lodes, near the same locality, Lave also recently been applied for under lease.
Mr. T. W. E. David, Geological Surveyor, inspected the country between Byroek and Bourke, and 

his report (Appendix E) points out the extension of the Cretaceous formation for about 27 miles south-easterly 
from Bourke, and that artesian water is likely to be found in it by boring. Immediately to the south 
and south-west there is a large area occupied by palmozoic formations, in which gold and other metalliferous 
deposits may be discovered. Mr. David also reported upon the Wellington and the Wombeyan caves ; his 
description of the latter will be printed and issued as a guide-book. Besides other duties (see Appendix D), 
Mr. David has been engaged upon the completion of his geological survey map, and ^sections of Ins geolo
gical survey of tho Vegetable Creek Tin-fields. These, with his report thereon, which gives an exhaustive 
description of the tin-bearing deposits, from a geological and mining point of view, will shortly be published.

Appendix F contains Mr. David's report on. the Ashford coal-seams, in the northern portion of the
Colony.

From the report of Mr. J. E. Carne, Curator of the Mining and Geological Museum (Appendix G), 
it will be seen that 2,620 mineral specimens have been added during the year to tbe Museum collection, 
which now includes 16,800 registered specimens. For the Library, 169 donations of valuable scientific 
works and reports have been received. Besides numerous mineral samples submitted for examination, 1,428 
assays have been made, being an increase of 764 upon the returns of the previous year, A statement of 
these, together with lists of donations to the Museum, accompany Mr. Game’s report. It was found impos
sible to complete the arrangements of the mineralogical and geological collections so that the Museum might 
be thrown open to the public, owing to the time of the Curator and myself having been so much occupied 
with the preparation and arrangement of the mineral exhibits, both of the Department and of private 
exhibitors, for tho Colonial and Indian Exhibition—a work that the Department undertook at tho request 
of the Rew South Wales Commission. The exhibits of minerals, many of which include largo bulk samples, 
well represent the varied mineral resources of the Colony. The exhibits of coal were chiefly obtained through 
Mr. John Mackenzie, F.G.S., Examiner of Coal-fields; and Mr. Wyman Brown, P.M., Warden atSilverton, 
took much interest in securing good samples of silver-ores from the Barrier Ranges field. Mr. A. Molineaux 
also very kindly procured for the Department exhibits of auriferous quartz from Adelong.

Geological and mineral maps and sections have been specially prepared, including maps of tho coal
fields, and natural-size sections of the coal-seams at present worked; also coloured photographs of alluvial 
gold-mining operations, together with the Annual Reports and publications of the Department.

The keeper of the Jenolan Caves (Mr. Jeremiah Wilson) reports that the number of visitors to tho 
caves during tho year was 938, being an increase of 168 over that of the previous year.

Mr. James Sibbald lias been appointed keeper of the Wellington Caves. The Wombeyan Caves, 
under the custody of Mr. Charles Clmlker, have had additional improvements made in them for the safety 
and convenience of visitors.

In January Mr. Carne accompanied Mr. H. T. Wilkinson, J.P., the Special Commissioner, to Norfolk 
Island, and collected specimens illustrative of the geological formation of the island. Mr. Game’s interesting 
report is appended. (Appendix H). _

When visiting Lord Howe Island, Mr. Carne obtained from the Pleistocene coral-sand rock deposit 
some bones, including tbe skull of tho extinct gigantic horned lizard Megalania, of a different species to the 
jlfoffalama prisca, found in the Pleistocene deposits of Darling Downs, Queensland. This discovery, which 
was first made known by Mr. R. D. Fitzgerald, Deputy Surveyor-General, of the Megalania on Lord Howe 
Island, is of special interest, as showing the probable former connection of the island with Northern 
Australia. _ .

In April, Mr. H. C. Russell, Government Astronomer, submitted some fragments of bones which 
had been found in sinking a well in the Pleistocene deposits in the western interior. I forwarded these 
fossils, through Mr. Robert' Etheridge, junior, F.G.S. to Sir Richard Owen, who writes:—“The fossil 
fragments which you confided to me for examination are of a mammal, and indicate a new genus. They 
include three incisors of an upper opposed to one (at least) larger in the lower jaw. Of the bones, besides 
the bits which have the teeth, there is the proximal portion of a tibia witli a part of a fibula attached. 
The tibial part is in two pieces, and I have marked where they joined. These interesting fossils 
cannot be referred to any recent or extinct Australian genus known to me. I should like, however, to see 
more of the skeleton before venturing on a generic name.” _

In August, Mr. R. D. Oldham, A.R.S.M., Deputy Superintendent of the Geological Survey of India, 
visited New South Wales, for the purpose of ascertaining the relation of the coal-measures to those of India;
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and in examining the upper marine conglomerates, near Branxton, he succeeded in discovering some ice- 
scratched pebbles. This is a discovery of considerable importance, not only as proof of glacial action in 
connection with the deposition of this portion of our carboniferous series, but also as it affords evidence 
which will materially guide us in arriving at a correct correlation of the Australian and Indian coal- 
measures.

The occurrence of glacial deposits in our upper marine series, in the Bacchus Marsh beds of Victoria, 
and in the Talchir series of India, together with the same plant remains in the two latter, points to the 
homotaxial relationship of these geographically widely separated formations. This evidence alone would 
not be conclusive in establishing the identity of the New South Wales glacial beds with the others; for 
upon similar grounds our Hawkesbury beds might be included in this correlation, seeing that they also 
reveal evidence of ice-action, though no ice-scratehed boulders have yet been found in them; but Mr. 
Oldham, since bis return to India, informs me that marine fossils identical with some of those of our upper 
marine series have been found in beds connected with the Talchir series. This is therefore a discovery of 
much significance in reference to the physical geology of the carboniferous period, for it fixes a definite 
horizon and adds an important link in the chain of geological sequence.

Another important feature in connection with the classification of the New South ’Wales coal 
formation is the occurrence of fossil plants—Tfvniopteris Dainireei, Thinnfeldvt, drc.—in tho shale beds 
immediately underlying the Hawkesbury sandstone on the coast of Narrabeen, 6 miles north of Manly. 
These fossils were discovered by Mr. David and myself, when examining this locality in December, and as 
they also occur in the Clarence series it is probable that the stratigraphical position of the latter will now be 
definitely ascertained.

From a comparison of the fossils of the Hawkesbury beds with those of the Clarence series, the llcv.
J. Milne-Curran, of Dubbo, in a paper read before the Linnean Society on 29th April, 18S5, stated his 
conviction that the position of the Clarence series was intermediate between the Upper Coal-Measures and 
the Hawkesbury formation.

As we have at Narrabeen the outcrop of the lowest beds of the Hawkesbury sandstones, this would 
be the nearest point to Sydney where the coal-measures are likely to conic closest to the surface. (See 
Appendix I.)

I have, <fcc.,
C. S. WILKINSON,

-----------------Geological Surveyor in Charge.

Appkndix A.

Report on the Metalliferous Lodes at Copper Hill, near Molong.
Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 13 April, 1885.
‘ In accordance with your instructions, I have examined the land in the vicinity of Copper Hill, 

2 miles north of Molong, where lodes containing copper, gold, silver, and lead have been found.
The formation is felsite, with hornblende porphyry in places, and is traversed by numerous lodes or 

dykes of porous ferruginous quartz. Copper Hill is a high mass of this formation, and is situated close to 
and on the east side of the Molong Creek, on the property of Mr. J. E, Kelly, who is prospecting several of 
the lodes. One of these, called the “Galena lode,” is about a mile S.E, from Copper Hill. It strikes 
N.W., and has been traced for 4 chains, varying in width from 1 foot to 15 feet, with bunchy masses 
of gossan. A shaft has been sunk on it to a depth of 14 feet. The lode is 3 feet 3 inches at the surface, 
and increases to about 8 feet thick at the bottom of the shaft; it consists of quartzite with porous iron oxide 
and galena An assay of the ore taken from here yielded at the rate of 4 oz. 191- dwt. of silver and a trace 
(under 2 dwt,) of gold per ton. The galena does not occur in sufficient quantity to be worked for lead ; but 
I think that tbe lode should be opened to a greater deptli with a view of ascertaining if it contain silver and 
gold in payable quantity. ’

About half a mile westerly is the No. 2 lode, which has been opened to a deptli of 6 feet. It dips 
north 20 degrees west, at 80 degrees and is from 6 to 8 inches thick, the lode stuff consisting of ironstone 
with red oxide, grey sulphide, and carbonates of copper. Mr. Kelly informed me that assays of this ore 
gave 15 dwt. of gold and 2 oz. of silver per ton, with from 18 to 25 per cent, of copper; the lodo is, however, 
too small to be profitably worked. Within 2 chains from it, on the N.W, side, two lodes of gossan and 
spongy quartz crop out at the surface, about 1 foot thick ; these should be opened out and tested for gold 
and silver.

No. 3 lode, situated about 30 chains N.N.E. from the “ Galena lode,” is a lodo 2 feet wide, of 
brown iron ore or gossan and spongy quartz, dipping S. 20 degrees E, at 85 degrees. It has been sunk into for 
10 feet, at which depth I took an average sample, which gave on assay, silver 2 oz. 9 dwt. per ton, and gold 
a trace. Between this and the “ Galena lode ” six other similar lodes of gossan and porous quartz from 1 
foot to 3 feet wide have been prospected. A sample taken from one of the most promising of them 
gave on assay only 1 oz. 121 dwt. of silver per ton, with a trace of gold.

About 25 chains N.W. from the “Galena lode” is a quartz reef which has been worked some years 
ago, apparently for copper. It strikes N.' 5 degrees E., and can be traced for over 10 chains. It consists, as far 
as can be seen near the surface (the old deep shafts have partly fallen in and contain water), of wedge
shaped veins of quartz from 2 to 9 inches thick, with copper pyrites, carbonate of copper, and baryta. 
This reef would be of no value to work for copper, but it would be desirable to test it in several places for 
gold and silver.

A quartz leader 6 inches thick, also containing copper ore, joins it on the east side.
Starting from near the south end of this reef, and extending north-westerly for half a mile to Copper 

Hill, is a large dyke-mass of felspathic quartzite and porous ferruginous quartz from 2 to 5 chains wide. 
An assay of a sample of it yielded neither gold nor silver.

This broad dyke-mass is cut through by a gully, in the gravel of which a little alluvial gold is (said 
to have been found. Immediately above where the gully crosses the dyke is a mass of quartzite 50 feet 
wide, with a little sulphide and carbonate of copper in it, two samples of which, taken from different places, 
yielded on assay no gold or silver. About 15 chains higher up the gully occurs a lode 2 feet thick of 
porous quartzite, containing iron pyrites and baryta, the assay of which also gave neither gold nor silver.

Between
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Between the head of this gully and the ton of Copper Hill a eutting 8 feet deep has been made 
into the felsite rock traversed by numei'ous thin ferruginous quart/, veins, in which I did not see any ore of 
value. A few chains from this, on the eastern slope of Copper Hill, there is an outcrop of red and pink 
coloured gossan and spongy quartz varying from 10 to 20 feet wide. An assay of a sample taken from near 
the surface yielded neither gold nor silver, but this lode should be further sunk into.

About 10 chains north there are several outcrops of small ironstone lodes to which attention should, 
I think, be given. A sample from one of them, containing carbonates of copper, gave, on assay, silver, 1 oz. 
12^ dwt. per ton, and a trace of gold, This sample was only taken from the surface, as none of the lodes have 
yet been opened.

On tho western slope of Copper Hill a considerable amount of mining for copper has been done many 
years ago (it is said in 1849-51). Here a mass of felsite, for about 30 yards wide and 100 yards long, is 
impregnated with green carbonates of copper, and the joint fissures in the rock arc also filled with the same 
ore. It has been irregularly excavated here and there, a tunnel driven through it, and several deep shafts 
sunk. There is no defined copper lode, but the debris from the shafts shows the occurrence of some small veins 
of quartz containing sulphides of copper. An assay of a sample of this pyritous veinstone gave 1 oz. 18 dwt. of 
silver and 16 dwt. of gold per ton. The principal source of the copper ore appears to have been the bunches 
of ore in the joint fissures throughout the rock mass, and as these arc so irregular and uncertain in their 
occurrence it is improbable that they can be profitably worked for copper alone ; but 1 would suggest that 
samples of tho ore be collected from various parts of tbe deposits and assayed for gold and silver, as it is 
possible that these metals may exist in sufficient quantities to be profitably worked in conjunction with the 
copper.

From tbe foregoing it will be seen that none of the lodes have yet been proved payable, but that the 
nature of several of them, as indicated above, is such as to warrant their being further prospected.

In one or two places on the hills I observed patches of Tertiary rounded quartz pebble drift, the 
remains of ancient river deposits. These are sure to be auriferous, but I venture to think were they 
payably so they would have been worked long ago.

The felsite and porphyry formation containing the above-mentioned metalliferous lodes is an intrusive 
igneous rock. The Molong rivulet flows almost along the junction of it with the Silurian strata. The 
latter consists of shales and massive beds of coralline and shell lime-stones, which, near the town of Molong, 
contain mottled gray marble of good quality.

I have, <tc.,
C. S. WILKINSON,

Geological Surveyor in Charge.
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Appendix B.

Report upon the Coal-seams discovered in the Milton and Ulladulla District, near
Jervis Bay.

Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 30 March, 1885.
In accordance with your instructions, I have inspected the coal-seams which have been discovered 

near the head of the Clyde Biver, in the Milton and Ulladulla District,
The Clyde Biver takes its rise in some peat-bog swamps, on a high tableland, consisting of the 

Hawkesbury sandstone formation, near the Sassafras Mountain. The waters draining from several of these 
swamps unite within 2 or 8 miles from their source, and have eroded a precipitous ravine about 600 feet 
deep, at the bottom of which the coal-seams crop out.

The section exposed in this ravine shows about 300 feet of Hawkesbury sandstones and conglome
rates, resting on about 200 feet of conglomerates, sandstones, and shales, containing marine fossils (Spirifers, 
Produdm, Fenestella, <f:c.), of carboniferous age; below these arc 120 feet of bituminous shales and sand
stones, with interstrati fied seams of coal.

KEROSENE SHALE SEAM. 
COAL SEAM No. 2.

COAL SEAM No. L

The
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The lowest of the coal-seams, No. 1, gives the following section, commencing about 20 feet below 
the section measured by Mr. Norman Taylor, F.G.S., as quoted in the accompanying extract from the 
Milton and Ulladulla Times, which publishes Mr. Taylor's report, made for a Company in Goulbum who
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have selected 1,920 acres of the land in this locality :—.
Dark gray sandy shales .................................................... (Roof)

ft. in.
Bituminous coal (sample A)................     3 3
Black coaly shale....................................   0 8
Splint coal ..................   0 6)
Coaly shale .......................................................................... 0 64-
Splint coal (sample B) ...................................................... 1 0
Black coaly shale.............................   0 5
Splint coal (sample C) ...................................................... 0 li
Coaly sandy shale .............................................................. 4 0
Bituminous coal ..................................................................  1 8
Coaly sandy shale .............................................................. 2 8
Bituminous coal .....................................   0 9
Shale and sandstone..............................................................  30 0
Coarse pebble conglomerate .............................................. 8 0

About 50 feet above this is the No. 2 seam, from 2 feet 11 incites to 3 feet 2 inches thick, of good 
bright bituminous coal, suitable for steam, coking, gas, smelting, and household purposes (sample D), and 
similar in quality to No. 1 seam (sample A).

In addition to these seams there is one 2 feet thick, and several others of less thickness ; hut though 
they contain coal of good quality they occur too far apart from each other to be worked as one seam, and 
therefore could not be profitably worked. Associated with them are some layers of inferior kerosene shale, 
the best of which is from 6 inches to 12 inches thick. (See analysis of sample E.)

The upper portion of No. 1 seam, which contains 4 feet 9 inches of workable coal, will yield after 
due allowance for loss and waste in getting, at the rate of 3,77S tons of large coal and 1,259 tons of small 
coal per acre.

Taking the No. 2 seam as 3 feet thick, it will yield after due allowance for loss, &c., at the rate of 
2,302 tons of large coal, and '783 tons of small coal per acre.

The following analyses are of samples taken from the whole thickness of each of the above-mentioned 
seams ; the samples were taken from near the outcrop of the seams :—

Sfunplc* Moisture. Volatile
hydrocarbons, &c. Fixed carbon. Ash. Sulphur in 

coal. Sp. gravity. Coke.

A. 3-20 28-98 50-88 7-94 ' 1-43 1-313 67-82
B. 0-85 32-15 56-18 10-82 163 1-302 67-00
C. 0-75 38-37 45"64 23-24 1-28 1-359 68-88
D. 1-C0 32-30 59-22 6-S8 1-21 1-291 GC-10
E. 0-02 41-98 13-20 41-80 nob detd. 1-412

The strata undulate slightly; where No. 1 seam crops out the dip is E 35° S at 3", and at the outcrop 
of No. 2, about 10 chains higher up the river, ibis W 15° S at 3°; in some other places the strata arc nearly 
horizontal.

From here the coal could be conveyed by a lino of railway about 2G miles long to the large shipping 
port of Jervis Bay, or else by a shorter route to the harbour of TJHadulla. I have not personally examined 
these routes, but I am informed that they present no engineering difficulties for the construction of lines 
of railway.

The Coal Measures overlaid by the Hawkesbury sandstone formation extend much nearer to the coast 
in the direction of Jervis Bay and Ulladulla, but whether the scams of coal are continuous also, as they 
probably are, can only be proved by boring or sinking. To the westward the Coal Measures do not extend 
beyond Narriga, where the Siluvo-Devonian gold-bearing formation rises to the surface.

However, the occurrence now ascertained of workable coal-seams in this district almost upon the 
southern margin of our great coal formation, and accessible to one of the finest harbours upon the coast of 
New South Wales, is one of considerable importance, though the scams are not so tliick as those of the more 
northerly coal-fields of Illawarra and Newcastle. ■

They were discovered about sixteen months ago by Messrs. George and E. Webb and W. Rix on, who, 
having previously found rolled fragments of coal in the bed of the Clyde River, at last succeeded in tracing 
them to their source.

Mount Sassafras is the highest point on the watershed between the Clyde River and Yalwal Creek, 
which is a tributary of the Shoalhaven River. It is of volcanic origin, and consists of a mass of intrusive 
basalt, rising several hundred foct higher than the tableland of Hawkesbury sandstone which surrounds it. 
The decomposing basalt produces rich chocolate soil, as may be seen on the farms belonging to Mr, Gregg and 
Mr. Halley, and where the ground has not been cleared there is a forest of fine timber.

The Hawkesbury sandstone formation has in places been eroded into deep gorges resembling those 
in the Blue Mountains.

I have, &c.,
C. S. WILKINSON, _

----------------- Geological Surveyor in Charge.
Appendix C.

Report on the Hanging Rock and Nundle Gold-field.
The Under Secretary for Mines,—

Sir, Department of Mines, 28 October, 1885.
In accordance with your instructions, I have examined the Nundle and Hanging Rock Gold-field, 

which is situated from about 25 to 40 miles in a southerly direction from Tam worth. ^ ^
The “cement deposits" from which much gold lias been obtained are the remains of ancient river 

beds covered by basaltic flows, and are similar in geological age to the Tertiary deep leads of Gulgong and
' Forest
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Forest Reefs; they occur amongst ranges of altered Devonian rocks, diorite, and serpentine, which are 
traversed hy gold-bearing quartz veins. From the summits of some of the high mountain peaks, such as 
Hanging Rock, which is of diorite formation, or Mount Misery, which is capped with basalt, the view of the 
surrounding country affords a very grand illustration of the enormous denudation that tho country has 
suffered since the flows of basalt overwhelmed the old Tertiary river channels. Valleys have been scored 
out to a depth of 2,000 feet; and as millions of tons of the older bed-rock formations, with their contained 
gold-bearing quartz reefs, have been ground down, and tho lighter material swept far away to form the agri
cultural flats about Tamworth and the wider pastoral plains beyond, some idea may be formed of the rich 
deposits of the heavier gold which remained behind and became concentrated in the narrow and deep 
gullies and valleys. Large portions also of the ancient river-beds, which, of course, contained the accumula
tions of the denudation during previous ages, have likewise been swept away, and their rich contents 
naturally ground-sluiced, as it were, into the present valleys.

The beds of nearly all the streams (especially those of the Happy Valley Creek, Oakenville Creek, 
and Butcher’s Creek) draining from the Hanging Rod; Ranges and past the town of Nundle into the Peel 
River, and the bed of this river itself as far down as Bowling Alley Point, have been more or less worked 
for gold, of winch large yields have been obtained.

T am informed that gold was first discovered on this field near Bowling Alley Point, hy Mr, Thomas 
Laurie, J.P. (now of Nowcndoc), in 1852. Since then the value of the production of gold to the end of 
1884- has amounted to .£647,040, according to the published records. These records, however, do not 
include the returns for the first five years, which probably exceed £188,000. During the last ten years 
the production has been 1G,59G oz. from alluvial deposits, and 1.5,077 oz. from quartz reefs.

Below Bowling Alley Point the valley widens, and the river winds through alluvial flats, which have 
not yet been worked on account of the large amount of water in the underlying gravels. These flats, no 
doubt, contain rich deposits of gold ; and I see no reason why they might not be as readily worked as 
similar alluvial flats have been at Shepardton, near Adelong, and at Araluen, if proper mining enterprise 
were devoted to them. They are, however, chiefly on private property. The fall of the flats is at the rate 
of about 25 feet per mile, -

"With the exception of these deposits, the recent drifts have been almost worked out, and there are 
now only a few parties of miners digging amongst the old workings. But the old Tertiary leads in the 
ranges between Hanging Rock and tho head of the Peel River will, I am of opinion, afford profitable 
employment for a large number of miners for many years to come, if a constant supply of water be pro
vided. These deposits have already been extensively worked at or near their outcrops on the sides of the 
ranges; but, with the exception of the Messrs, Henderson and party’s claim at Mount Misery, very little 
work is now done owing to the scanty and intermittent water supply. The gold-bearing drift is, in places, 
as at Mount Ephraim, of great thickness, as much as 25 feet; and if it were worked by hydraulic sluicing 
appliances, for which the ground offers facilities, I believe that the results would be very profitable. At present 
water is brought to the Mount Misery mine by a small race, 3 miles in length, from the head of Swamp 
Creek ; and some years ago Messrs. Schofield and party supplied their claim at the head of Sawpit Gully 
from a small race, 15 miles long, brought across a gap in the Dividing Range from the head of one of the 
tributaries to the Manning River on the eastern watershead ; but the intermittent supply is said to have 
prevented regular work. Mr. Henderson mid others have informed me that an ample supply could he 
obtained by cutting a large race about 30 miles in length from the head of the Macdonald River. If this 
race were constructed the water could be stored in reservoirs, where the ground is favourable, at sufficient 
elevation above the claim to command the required head for hydraulic sluicing. There are considerable 
deposits which could be operated upon in this maimer until the drift shall have been followed under its 
covering of basalt, when the system of tunnelling now so energetically carried out in the Messrs. Henderson 
and party’s claim would have to he adopted, and it could be done on a larger scale if a good water supply 
were available.

_ In this claim tho drift is mined from a tunnel 1,700 feet in length, and the work is of no ordinary 
kind, in consequence of (he large boulders to be removed. The drift consists of boulders and pebbles of 
diorite, serpentine, altered slates, sandstones, and quartz, of all sizes up to 15 feet ami more in diameter, and 
irregularly mingled together, and cemented with ferruginous clay. The difficulty of working is further 
increased by the uncertain distribution of the gold, which does not always occur in the deepest ground ; 
and, though the coarse boulder drift extends right across the channel, tbe payable portion of it is seldom 
more than 40 feet wide and 8 feet tliick, and its position has to be ascertained by actual testing, and not 
always by the rise of the bed-rock, The gold is mostly of a fine scaly character, and it seems to have accu
mulated in places along lines where the strong currents of water which brought down the drift did not flow 
witli such force as in other parts of the channel. Before the basalt flowed into it the valley had been filled 
to a depth of 235 feet, with about 40 feet thickness of boulder drift, then with sand clays and lignite, con
taining fossil leaves, nuts, and trunks of trees, similar to those found in the deep leads at Gulgong, Lucknow, 
and Kiandra. Owing to the cemented nature of the wasli it has to be crushed ; and this is done on the Mount 
Misery' claim by a battery of stampers driven by an overshot water-wheel 40 feet in diameter. Then the 
tailings flow through sluice-boxes between 300 and 400 yards long, and into a deep gully.

At Dangar’s Gully Basin a considerable amount of prospecting has been carried out by Mr. Thomp
son, Mr. Walker, and others, both by shafts and long tunnels under the basalt, but, with the exception of 
Watt’s party, no work is at present carried on here. In this locality there is an extensive area of serpentine 
formation, and it is probable that the lead will be found payable. At the junction of the serpentine and 
the drift occurs a remarkable deposit of ferruginous silicious scinter, evidently derived from thermal springs. 
It somewhat resembles the silicious cement rock that is crushed for gold at Brown’s Creek, near Blayney, 
and should be prospected for gold. These old leads were once connected with the drift which has been 
worked on the hill at Hanging Rock. Rounded quartz drift and cement also crops out under the high 
basalt hills, near the Quackanacka and Nuggety Creeks.

The cement deposits at Mount Ephraim, which are exposed for a thickness of 150 feet, form a lead 
distinct from that of Mount Misery. But the two leads must have once united with other tributaries 
joining them within 2 or 3 miles to the S.W., towards the Yellow Rock, as there aro outliers of coarse 
boulder cement in that locality, such as those near Emblen’s farm and at Hewitt’s claim. From here the

lead
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]ca<l appeal’s to have continued in a westerly direction towards Quirindi; for the old Tertiary valley having 
been suddenly filled with flows of basalt, the drainage water from the mountains was diverted towards the 
north, and caused the erosion of the present valley of the Peel Kiver.

In regard to quartz-mining in the district, a considerable amount of work has been done, and some 
very rich finds have been made. Some of the reefs occur in the diorite formation, others in altered slates 
and sandstones.

The Brown Snake reef, near Hanging Rock, traverses altered slates, sandstones, limestones, and 
dykes of diorite. It underlays generally to the jST.E. at an angle of 30°, and varies in width from 1 to 8 
inches. Mr. Thomas Bakowell, one of the enterprising miners upon this field, informed me that about 
250 tons, crushed from the upper part of the reef, yielded on an average 2 ok. of gold per ton. The 
gold occurs in shoots, dipping N.if.'W., and it appears that the quartz is payable where the reef 
intersects beds of altered slate, but it is not so where it crosses beds of sandstone. This would 
seem to indicate that during the gradual filling of the reef-fissure the quartz and other mineral matter 
in solution issuing from the slates contained a greater quantity of gold than that coming out of the sand
stone ; or that if the mineral solution did not come from the bounding rocks, but from great depths, that the 
slate walls of the fissure presented chemical and perhaps electric conditions favourable for the deposition of 
the gold from solution which the surfaces of the sandstone strata did not. In either case the angle of dip 
formed by the line of intersection of the angles of dip of the reef and of the strata will be that of the shoots 
of gold in the reef. In other words, the reef should bo followed where it intersects or is walled-in by the 
beds of slate rock. Mr. Bakewell showed me through the, old workings where three shoots of gold have been 
found in this reef, and he well described them as descending through the reef like (r gullies” towards the 
N.jS.’W. According to my observations of the average dip of the strata (E. 25° N. at 80°) and of the reef 
(N. 38° E at 33°) the dip of the shoots of gold would be N". 21° \\T. at an angle of 19° : therefore the reef 
should be followed where it intersects or is walled-in by the beds of slate rock. But as it is sometimes 
difficult to distinguish between the altered slate rock and the altered fine-grained silicious sandstone, the 
miner, when he has met with gold in the reef, may perhaps adopt the more general guide to open out the 
reef at an angle dipping about 1 in 3 to the E’.N.W., or rising at the same angle to the S S.E. As the reef 
and the strata vary in their dip in places, the dip of the shoots will be found to vary accordingly.

On the Oakenville Creek, just under the precipitous side of the Hanging Rock, another reef “ The 
Christinas Reef” has been worked by tunnel for 300 feet by Bakewell and party, who informed me that 
700 tons of quartz from it, crushed at various times, yielded at the rate of from 7 dwt. to 3 oz. of gold 
per ton, the gold being patchy, 63 oz. having been found in one bucketful of quartz. The claim is not now 
worked, being wet with soakage from the creek. The reef traverses both altered slates and diorite, and the 
gold is said to occur mostly in the black slaty quartz on the hanging-wall side. It dips north-easterly at 
about 60°, and will probably be found to continue on its north-westerly strike to Spier’s reef, about 20 
chains distant, crossing a creek which lias been eroded to a depth of 300 feet below the Christmas mine ; 
it should therefore be prospected for at this low level. Several other reefs, the Black Snake, Golden Streak, 
and Lady Emma, have been opened on the falls of the Oakenville Creek. Between Swamp Creek and 
Nuggetty Creek, near Hanging Rock, are Brayshaw and Watts reefs, from which 4 dwt. to I oz. to the ton are 
said to have been obtained. And at Hanging Rock, Mr. Kermode and Mr. Bond showed me a promising- 
looking dyke of diorite, about 50 feet wide, traversed by veins of ferruginous crystalline quartz which should 
be prospected. I am of opinion that much of the gold found in the alluvial deposits in this gold-field has 
been derived from the diorite rock, as well as from quartz reefs.

Ruzicka’s reef, which occurs on the summit of a range about f of a mile N.E. from tbe Brown 
Snake reef, dips W.N.W, at 40°, the strata, altered silicious shales and conglomerates, dipping N. 15° E. 
at 80°. The reef is only to 2 inches in thickness, but it has been found very rich in three small shoots. 
A considerable amount of prospecting lias been'done here to trace the gold, but without success, and the 
ground is now abandoned. At the spot, where the gold is said to have been found the reef intersects patches 
of hard flinty silicious shales. If we apply the above-mentioned rule to this reef the dip of the shoots would 
be almost coincident with that of the reef, and therefore the continuation of the shoots should be sought for 
by following down the reef in the direction of its dip, viz. W.N.W.

Near the Quackanacka Creek is the Buckley’s reef, which is now being worked in the Gladstone 
claim from a tunnel 150 feet long. The reef traverses altered sandstones and conglomerates, dipping with 
the strata at about W. 5° S. at 50°, and varies from 2 inches to 2 feet thick. The quartz is pyritous and 
crystalline. 100 tons crushed are said to have yielded at the rate of from 1 to 10 oz. of gold per ton, one 
parcel of 11 tons yielding 107i oz.

About half a mile to the north-west is the Foley's Folly reef, which appears to be a continuation of 
the Buckley’s reef. It has been opened in several places along its course both by tunnel and shaft, and 
a large amount of capital and labour has been expended upon it, the deepest shaft being 530 feet. The 
reef is now idle. Probably, when the mode of occurrence of the shoots of gold is better understood, this reef 
will be taken up again and profitably worked.

A. large amount of prospecting on a reef has been done by Mr. A. G. Thompson, on the south side of 
Swamp Creek, about three-quarters of a mile above its junction with the Reel River. The reef consists of 
quartz with ironstone, varying in thickness up to 15 inches, and dipping easterly at from 5 to 15 degrees, 
traversing altered clay slates and sandstones, which dip south-west at G5 degrees. The gold is somewhat 
irregular in distribution, but it has been thought to ran in shoots towards the north-east. If, however, the 
intersection of the strata with the reef be taken as a guide, tho shoots of gold should be found to dip south 
41 degrees east, at the low angles of from 4 to 9 degrees, averaging about 1 in 11.

About 2i- miles north of Nundle is the Moonlight reef, along which, from its out-crop on tho west 
side of the range, a drive lias been put in 204 feet. The quartz reef, from 1 to 12 inches thick, occurs in a 
channel of ferruginous shaly fluccniL from 2 to 30 inches wide, dipping nortli 15 degrees east at about 45 
degrees. The reef channel is well defined, and has a permanent aspect. The country rock is diorite. The 
reef is said not to be payable as far as it has been opened in the tunnel ; but Mr. Fuller expects shortly to 
meet a rich shoot of gold dipping easterly in the reef, which was worked some years ago to a depth of 100 
feet from the surface higher up the range. A crushing battery of five stampers lias been erected near the 
mouth of the tunnel, and is driven by a water-wheel, the water being brought from the head of Duncan’s 
Creek in a race 9 miles long. *
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. Several reefs have teen worked at Bowling Alley Point—The Marquis of Lome, John Bull, Kanaka, 
Maitland, Opossum, Golden Hole, and Blaekfellows’ Kob reefs. In the Marquis of Lome claim, under 
the management of Mr. J. Stanniug, J.P., a large amount of work has been done, and the quartz raised is 
said to have yielded up to 22 oz. of gold per ton, with an average of o oz. per ton. There is an east-and-west reef, 
averaging about 12 inches thick, and dipping south at 45 degrees, in -which runs a shoot of gold bearing quartz 
100 feet long, and dipping east at 45 degrees. This reef is crossed at right angles by another about the same 
thickness, and dipping west at 30 degrees, from which also a large quantity of quartz has been raised, yielding 
from 2 to 5 oz, per ton ; and the quartz is said to have been rich along the line of junction. At the south 
end one or two joint-breaks come in and cut off the reef. '

Those reefs traverse diorite, which varies-in crystalline texture; and Mr. Stanning informs me that 
the quartz was richer where the diorite was the more coarsely crystalline. A tunnel 500 feet long is now 
being put into the hill to strike the east-and-west reef below the level to which it lias been worked from 
tho upper tunnel, so that the quartz can be more readily raised. The tunnel is nearly completed, and has, 
so far, passed through altered slate and sandstones dipping east 20 degrees south at 80 degrees. It should 
therefore meet the reef near the line of junction of the sedimentary rocks and the intrusive diorite.
. Th® John Bull reef is also in diorite, and dips south south-west at 45 degrees. It is from 4 to 12 
inches thick, and lias been followed down for SO feet on the underlay. King and party, the owners of the 
claim, informed^ me that 78 tons of the quartz yielded 328 oz. of gold ; and I saw about 30 tons at grass, 
which, it is estimated, will yield from 3 to 4 oz. per ton. The quartz is more or less pyritous, and contains 
cavities in which occur quartz crystals und sometimes beautiful octahedral crystals of gold grouped in den- 
dritric forms. Mr. M. Jsaaesohn, of Kundle, is forwarding a good collection of crystallised gold and other 
specimens from the reefs of this gold field to the Colonial and Indian Exhibition. '

None of the other reefs here arc being worked, but in some of them, very rich patches have been found. 
Near the surface in the old workings, the Kanaka reef, which passes within 5 chains S.S.W. from 

the John Bull reef, dips E.NT.E at 50°, and is 8 inches thick. Near it is the Maitland reef dipping S.S.W., 
and 2 feet thick. These reefs probably junction, and appear to be well worth further prospectinn-.

. On :i high range about 1 mile N.E. from Bowling Alley Point occurs a lode of almost pure chromite 
of variable thickness; in one place, at the junction of the diorite and serpentine, it crops out on the surface 
12 feet -wide. Mr. T. Hole, J.P., of Wooloomin, who has taken an active part in 'developing the resources 
of this district, sent last year 30 tons of this ore to Newcastle. The serpentine formation contains small 
veins of asbestos of no value, and is in places stained with green carbonates of copper ; it is probably a con
tinuation of the serpentine at Hanging Rock. Nickel was found by the late Rev. W. B. Clarke on Wear’s 
Creek, about 1 mile south from here.

At Mount Pleasant, on Dungowan Creek, Mr. T. Hole has had a shaft 50 feet deep sunk in pros
pecting for a copper lode, where the altered red jasperoid slates are traversed by a small irregular vein, a few 
inches tliick, of gossan quartz and serpentinous clay, containing carbonates of copper; it is evidently a 
decomposed vein of copper and iron pyrites, and of no value as a copper lode. But in one specimen I 
detected free gold, and I would advise further prospecting to ascertain if gold does not exist in payable 
quantity. Jasperoid rocks appear at the surface for about 10 chains in a N.W. and S.E. direction, and in 
places arc stained with carbonates of copper.

Lower down the Dungowan Creek, on Mr. Fisher’s land, some copper-bearing lodes have been opened 
in places for a length of about 8 chains, striking N. 10° W. and dipping westerly at 70°.

These consist of several masses of irregular size, up to 10 feet long and 4 feet wide, and then thinning 
out, of gossan and quartz, containing pyrites, native copper, red oxide, and carbonates of copper. They occur 
in greenish schists and jasperoid rocks. At the present low price of copper these small bunchy lodes could 
not be profitably worked. Within 10 chains on the west side occur similar bunchy lodes of black oxide and 
pmk silicate of manganese, too limited in quantity to be of value ; but I am informed that large lodes occur 
in the ranges to the east, and also near the Wooloomin Station.

From the foregoing it will bo seen that the geological fonnation of the district consists of altered 
Devonian slates, sandstones, and limestones, in which, from Bowling Alloy Point to Hanging Rock occur 
beds of serpentine and intrusive dyke-masses of diorite ; that the igneous rocks and tho Devonian rocks in 
the vicinity of these are traversed by gold-bearing quartz veins: that in Tertiary times the country was 
d rained by rivers in the channels of which rich gold drifts accumulated and were covered by flow's of basalt; 
that in more recent times the formations were extensively denuded, deep valleys being eroded in them ; that 
since the year 1852 the alluvial deposits in the valleys and in the ancient river channels, as well as the reefs, 
have yielded gold to tiie value of about £835,000; and that the resources of this gold-field aro far from 
being exhausted. The quartz-mining will be permanent.

, Jh® c'nef points of practical importance to be noted are :—(1.) That reef-mining is likely to be 
carried on more profitably than hitherto, when the mode of occurrence of gold is better understood; and it is 
to be hoped that mining managers will record their observations of the different circumstances under which 
gold occurs, especially in patches and shoots; for not until numerous observations in this direction have been 
made and compared can general rules for guidance be stated.

, , (^') That the wet alluvial flats along the Peel River immediately below Bowling Alley Point, con
taining, as they must do, much of the gold that was originally enclosed in the diorite formation which lias 
been so extensively broken up and removed during the erosion of the deep valleys, should bo tested with 
proper mining appliances for working wet drifts. '

(3.) That large portions of the old “ cement” leads on their outcrop from under the basalt could be 
profitably worked if an abundant supply of water were available. The high ground above the deposits and 
the deep valleys below them afford facilities for conducting hydraulic operations on a large scale, though 
some of the cement would need to be crushed ; the great desideratum therefore is water for sluicing purposes, 
as the Inspector of Mines, Mr. Slee, pointed out in the Annual Report of the Department for 1882. I was 
informed by Mr. Henderson and others who have examined the country that a largo and constant supply of 
water could bo brought by an open race, about 30 miles in length, from the Macdonald River, supplemented 
by races from creeks on the eastern falls of the Main Dividing Range. Miners would readily pay good rates 
for a constant supply.

_ ^ obtained some characteristic specimens of rocks, minerals, and fossils illustrating the reefs and for
mations of the district for the Mining and Geological Museum, and for the Colonial and Indian Exhibition.

I
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I have to express my obligations to Mr. E. Jones, Warden, Mr. Sergeant Langworbhy, Mr. Kermodo, 
late Mining Registrar, Mr, T. Hole, and others for their kind assistance.

1 have, <tc.,
, C. S. WILKINSON,
' Geological Surveyor in Charge.
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Appendix 0.

Progress Report by T. W. E. David, B.A., F.G.S., Geological Surveyor.
Sir, _

I have the honor to submit the following Progress Report of work done by me during tho 
year 1885. • _ _

Field Work.—On January 12th I proceeded to Ryroek, and made a cursory examination of tho 
country between that town and Bourke, with reference to recommending sites for boring for water, for the 
railway and for the travelling-stock route, between By rock and Bourke. I returned to Sydney on January 
20th.

On March 2nd I visited Wellington, and examined the ncwly-discovercd chamber in No. 3 Cave, 
returning to Sydney on March 4th.

My report thereon was furnished you on March 16th.
On June 10th I went to Goulburn, an route for the Wombeyan Caves, examined the caves, and re

turned to Sydney on June 16th. A detailed report on these caves was furnished by me to you on Juno 
22nd. . .

On November 30th I left for Coolac, and examined a water reserve there, as instructed, returning to 
Sydney on December 1st.

Office Work.—The remainder of my time has been spent at the offices of the Geological Survey com
pleting a Geological Map and Sections of the Vegetable Creek Tin-fields, besides diagrams illustrative of tho 
occurrence of the deep leads and tin veins, to accompany my report on that district. _

The report is now in course of publication by the Government Printer. A considerable part of my 
time at the office has been employed in the determination of mineral samples submitted for examination, and 
in answering various inquiries. Appended arc my reports on the water-bearing strata near Byrock and 
Bourke.

I have, <tc.,
T, W. EDGEWORTH DAVID, B.A., F.G.S.

The Geological Surveyor in Charge. Geological Surveyor.

Appendix E.

Notes on the prospect of obtaining Underground Water between Byrock and
Bourke.

Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 30 January, 1885,
In accordance with your instructions, I have the honor to furnish you with a general report on 

the prospect of obtaining underground water between Byroek and Bourke.
This general report is based on the special reports already made by me with reference to the letters 

addressed to this department by the Commissioner for Railways and Mi'. Barton, M.L.A., asking for an 
opinion as to the probability of obtaining water by boring in the above-mentioned district.

Going from Sydney towards Bourke the Western Railway line, after attaining a height of 3,658 feet 
above the sea, at Mount Clarence, on tho main coast range, has a general fall in a westerly direction, follow
ing the general slope of the country. Hard rocks of slate, sandstone, granite, and stony lava arc to be 
seen in the cuttings as far as Wellington. At Wellington the valleys begin to open out into alluvial 
flats, and from here towards Dubbo tho country becomes more and more level, At Dubbo tho alluvial flats 
have widened, but are still hemmed in by low- hills of slate and granite. _ _

Between Dubbo and Narromino the railway, after passing through a few shallow cuttings in the 
slate and volcanic rocks, emerges on to the vast western plains. The hard rocks of the last spurs of the 
Groat Dividing Range disappear under what seems to the unaided eye to be a perfectly level alluvial plain of 
gray and red sandy clay.

This plain has in reality an average fall of from 2 to 3 feet per mile to the north-west, as shown by 
the railway levels; but this line may not be in the exact direction of the main slope of the plain. At 
Nyngan, the Bogan, at the time of my visit, had more the appearance of a mud canal than a river, as 
observed by Mr. W. E. Abbott with regard to several of these tributaries of the Darling on the western 
plains. • _ _

Water had been conserved in dams at intervals down its bed, but there were no signs of a running
stream.

Throughout the whole distance from Narromine to within 9 miles of Giralambone the flat red and 
gray sandy clays appear to entirely conceal the underlying paheozoic rocks ; but at this point tho ground 
gradually rises, and the old rocks re-appear at the surface, as low undulating masses of grey clay-stone and 
pink mottled clay-slate, with one bold bill of granite rising to the south-west. This alteration of low rocky 
rises and red sandy clay flats continues for about 70 miles to about 12 miles beyond Byrock, where the 
paheozoic rocks dip under the red alluvial flats, and are no more seen along the rest of the line to Bourke.

At By rock want of water lias been much felt. There are no springs in this district, nor creeks, 
with the exception of the Mulga Creek, which may be compared to a shallow drain, 100 yards across by 
from 3 to 8 feet deep in the centic. It is generally dry, and runs for a few days only at a time after heavy 
rain. ■ ...

The only natural permanent water is to be found in the gilgies, which sometimes lie in saucer
shaped depressions. Those gilgies form small waterholes, limited in extent and number.

■ The
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The greater part of the surface of this area muy therefore be considered as practically waterless, and 
in a dry season might be compared to a desert but for the scanty clothing of stunted timber and under
growth of saline shrubs. The soil between the bushes was either quite bare or covered with tussocks of 
brown wiry grass grazed close to the roots. In some places there were intervals of 2 or 3 feet between the 
tussocks, and the intervening soil having been blown away by the wind they were often to be seen standing 
out 2 or 3 inches above the original level of the surface.

Until the railway was opened to Byrock, the district derived its water supply chiefly from artificial 
tanks and dams, from a few wells and bores, and to a very limited extent from the gilgies. As this water 
proved insufficient for the railway works when in progress near Byroek, Mann, Gary, it Co., who have the 
railway contract to Bourke, have been bringing -water by train from Narromine to Byrock, a distance of 155 
miles. The water carried in this way is pumped out of the Macquarie lliver, near Narromine, and brought 
down to Byrock in 4-00-gal ion iron tanks.

A.t about 21 miles north-west of Byrock, wherever the red sandy clay has been cut through in tho 
railway ditches, a pale greenish grey marly clay is exposed to view at a depth of about 1 foot. This forms 
a hard marly level floor, covered in places by a thin crust of lime, and can be traced in the railway ditches 
for a distance of 12 miles to within 13 miles of Bourke.

Just beyond the 490-mile-peg the marly clay is overlapped by the dark grey flood loam of the Dar
ling River, locally known as tho “ Black Soil Country/' which completely hides the underlying marly clay 
until Bourke is reached.

Here the marl can be seen again in the banks of the Darling, showing the following vertical section 
at Bert, Bourke, commencing at the surface :—

I foot—Sandstone, with impressions of fossil plants. This sandstone is capped in places by grey marl
clay at least 10 ft. thick at West Bourke.

5 feet—Minutely bedded, nearly horizontal, lime clays and sandstones.
II feet—Bluish black und purple stiff clay.

The general surface of these beds, though level, is very uneven, resembling that of the ground over a 
deep lead" which has caved after the removal of tho underlying gold or tin gravels. In places the strata 

are much disturbed, as at ^ of a mile below the bridge at West Bourke, where the fossil if erous sandstones 
dip at from 18° to 30° north-west.

The minor irregularities in the surface are due, I think, to soluble materials in tho leads having been 
dissolved out and carried away by water percolating through them j and so the upper strata, having their 
foundations undermined as it were, sink in, or “ creep" in places ; and it is action of this kind which has, I 
believe, produced some of the hollows in which tho gilgies are formed.

The more extensive disturbances, as referred to with respect to the tilting of the rocks below tho 
bridge at West Bourke, may be due to a faulting of the strata.

From these observations at the surface, and from sections obtained from local bores and wells, 
the rocks of this district may be provisionally divided into four groups, according to their water-bearing 
qualities—

1. The flood loam, or “ black soil" country, liable to be inundated by the flood-water of the
Darling.

2. The red sandy clays, or “red soil" country. .
3. The greenish-grey marly clays and sandstones.
4. The slates and granite.

Omitting No. 1 group, which from its thinness and limited extent, has little water value, the observer 
passes on to examine the character of the rocks composing the other three groups.

The strata of 2 and 3 closely resemble one another : but there is a very marked difference between 
them, and those of group 4. No 2 group consists of soft beds of clay and sand resting in nearly horizontal 
layers on the somewhat harder but no less level strata of the grey marls and sandstones of No. 3. The 
rocks, however, constituting group 4 are far harder and older than either of the preceding, being composed 
of slate and granite, and their underground surface being irregular they form a very uneven bed for the 
overlying strata of 2 and 3. .

The rocks of No. 4 stand up through the great silt beds of 2 and 3 like islands in the sea, and suggest 
the idea of their being mountain tops struggling to the surface through this thick mantle of clay and sand, 
and telling of a deeply buried old land surface, or undulating ocean floor. '

The phenomena of valleys buried under lava streams, or extensive silt beds, is well known along the 
slopes of the Great Dividing Range of this Colony and Victoria ; but on tins lower-lying plain country tho 
silting up process having been far more extensive, not the valleys only, but even the tops of the ranges 
have been overwhelmed, so that the old surface of this part of tho country has been reduced to a nearly 
uniform level.

As they creep over these wide alluvial plains, the rivers having their gathering grounds in the Cor
dillera, as the Bogan and others, from having been running streams when they entered tho plains, often run 
dry before they reach the Darling. This Messrs. H. C. Russell, W. E. Abbott, and yourself have shown 
to be due principally to the water sinking through the comparatively porous beds of their channels into the 
water-hearing strata beneath. Here, then, is one source of water supply to the underground reservoirs of 
the western plains. Another source is to be found in the rainfall over the plains themselves, but it is very 
doubtful as yet whether any large proportion of this ever finds its way into the deep-seated water-bearing 
beds. Certainly some must find entrance to them near the flanks of the Dividing Range and around the 
lines of outcrop of the inliers of palreozoic rock on the plains ; but it is probable that a great deal of the rain 
falling on this area, after percolating through the surface soil, does not sink dow-n to the true bed-rock, but 
is held in suspense in the patchy sand-beds so commonly occurring in group 2, and is thence slowly returned 
to the atmosphere by evaporation.

The rainfall of this district may be taken as averaging about 15 inches, though in 18S3 the rainfall 
at Glenariff Home-station, near Byrock, as registered by the manager, Mr. J. O. Dwyer, was only 5-78 
inches. ■ These arguments show that a large quantity of fresh water must lind its way info the deep-seated 
underground sand-beds, whether derived from the drainage of the .Darling Range, or from the percolation of 
rain falling over tho area of these plains.

That such underground reservoirs of fresh water do exist to the west of the Darling has been already 
proved by tho water obtained there in wells and bores.
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It remains to be seen bow far similar results maybe expected to bo realized east of that river.
This necessitates a closer examination of the rocks in which water may be found. . _
In group 4, which embraces the slater granites, and other palaeozoic rocks, the chances of striking 

water are too uncertain to make them of much water value. A remarkable instance, however, of a copious 
supply of fresh water being obtained from these rocks is furnished by the Medway Well, 5 miles south
west of Byroek. This well was sunk 109 feet in granite so soft that it could bo dug out with a spade, even 
near the bottom of the shaft. The water in the well now stands at about 4-0 feet below the surface of the 
ground. This gives the water in the well a depth of 69 feet. The yield of fresh water per day frorn^ this 
well has never been fairly tested, but has been proved to be, as I am informed, equal to at least 5,000 
gallons a day, and it has shown no signs of failing in tbe driest seasons. _

The strong supply of water here is probably owing, partly to the very rotten nature of the granite, 
allowing water to’permeate its mass, and partly to the occurrence of a flaUopped volcanic hill, called the 
Bye Mountain, a mile to the north of the well.

This small plateau of gi-eenish-black stony lava rises to an elevation of about 150 feet above the 
level of the surrounding plain, and the rain falling on it must help to feed the supplies of fresli water stored
in the underlying rotten granite. ... £ r> i

A site has been recommended by me for sinking a well in this granite, near the town of Byrock, 
should the bores fail to strike water at the points indicated in my previous report. _

If the water found in this group of rocks, that is the slates and granites, prove brackish near the 
surface the chances of getting fresher water by sinking deeper in these bed-rocks are very slight. A 
remarkable instance of this is afforded by the bore at Glengarifl’ Home-station, made by Mr. J. O. Dwyer, 
The bore was earned down to a depth of 447 feet in palreozoic, or true “bed " rock. Salt water was encoun
tered in the upper part of the bore, and continued to the bottom, the water showing no improvement in 
quality as the bore was deepened. _

It must be understood that this remark applies only to the slate and granite rocks, where water 
found in them near the surface is brackish. On tho other hand, in the strata composing 2 and 3, it is 
always advisable, if the water near the surface prove brackish, to cany the bore down to the true bed 
rock.

3 Ghvup.—The marly clay and sandstones forming here the upper members of this group probably 
belong to the same great series of beds as those in which artesian water has been got to the west of Bourke, 
and may be provisionally classed as Cretaceous, though their age cannot he satisfactorily determined as such 
until the discovery in them of sea-shells similar to those found in the wells west of the Darling.

Nothing is known of their thickness and character east of Bourke, except from shallow sui'face 
excavations. To the west of Bourke this series consists of grey,- yellow, and blue clays, and glauconitic 
sands containing marine shells, with occasional hands of gypsum, and in places has been proved to he at 
least 700 feet thick, and in South Australia 1,200 feet. _ _

Being of marine origin the beds of thip group are persistent in character over wide areas, so^ that 
water having once found its way into their sand-beds should have free passage underground : and it is on 
this property of free circulation that the fresh ness of the water contained in these beds depends, as shown by 
yourself in your official report to the Bands Inquiry Commission on “ Underground water in the "Western 
Plains," dated February 23rd, 1883, _ .

There is good surface evidence for inferring that the Cretaceous beds extend from Bourke m a 
south-easterly direction for at least 25 miles, that is, to about the 478-roile-peg on the railway line, and 
probably further. ,

Chances of obtaining fresh water in these beds are very good, as they evidently fonn part of tho 
great basin of water-bearing strata which extends west and north into South Australia and Queensland, 
and they are, moreover, backed here on the south-east by hills of impervious slate and granite.

If underground sand-beds of any extent are met with in this fonnation supplies of fresh water 
between the 47S-mile-peg towards Byrock are nearly certain, and it would probablyffiow over the surface, 
at the waterholes. .... ,

As these marly clays maintain their clayey character to great depths the sinking m them may be 
proportionately deep before sand-beds are reached. This has been experienced in Mr. Tully s bore at War- 
raweena, 23 miles nortli of Bourke, where a bore has been carried down for 493 feet, in clay throughout, 
without reaching sand or water. The chances, however, of ultimately striking water in these beds are 
decidedly good, and it is very important that they should be thoroughly tested by boring.

Suitable sites for such boring along the travelling-stock route between Byrock and Bourke barc 
already been recommended hy me in another report, in answer to the inquiries of Mr. Barton, M. L.A.

In Ao. 2 group the chances of getting fresh water are much less 'than in No. 3.' Not being sea- 
beds, like No. 3, but, though of a saline character, probably of fresh-water origin, the water-bearing sand-beds 
contMued in them are patchy, and this formation does not lie in one great basin, like the Cretaceous series, 
but has its continuity much broken by the ridges of paheozoic rocks, which come to the surface at intervals 
of from 1 to 10 miles, between By rock and Nyngan. _ ,

The water contained in the sands of this Pleistocene formation being in many cases impounded 
between clay-beds, so as to form stagnant underground lakes and pools, is almost invariably under such con
ditions highly saturated with mineral salts, dissolved out from the soil, which is naturally^salt. Only where 
the underground water has free passage along the sands, as at the bottoms of tha buried valleys already 
mentioned, can it be expected to prove fresh, ^ ,

At Byroek and its neighbourhood the country is composed chiefly of these Pleistocene beds of red 
sandy clay, alternating with masses of clay-slate, granite, and lava.

The thickness of these Pleistocene beds haw been proved by tho bore made by Mr. J. O. Dwyer at 
the Ten-mile, near GIcngarifT, to extend to a depth of at least 209 feet, and the water got in it proved 
brackish to that depth. Had the bore been carried deeper on to the true bed-rock it might possibly have 
struck fresh water. At present on abundant supply of brackish water fit for stock is derived from this bore
hole. , .

As it is impossible from observations made at tbe surface to define the exact position of the deepest 
a made ” ground in theso Pleistocene beds, the most obvious method to adopt in searching for water in them 
would be to sink in the alluvial flats as far as possible from the surface outcrop of the true bed-rocks, and

thus
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thus prove the whereabouts of the deep ground, which the underground drainage channels are most likely to 
follow, in the same maimer as the gutters of buried rivers are discovered on the deep leads. Of the exist
ence of such underground drainage channels strong evidence is afforded by the geological character of these 
Pleistocene beds, and their relation to the underlying slates und granites, as previously described.

As far as could be judged from a cursory view of the country, this same Pleistocene formation extends 
without a break from 9 miles south-east of Giralambone to the foot of the Dividing Range, between Karro- 
mine and Dubbo. There should then be the same chance of obtaining underground water in this district as 
at Byrock, with the additional probability, in the neighbourhood of Nyngan, of striking an old silted-up 
channel of the Bogan River.

Summary.—In the area occupied hy No. 2 group brackish water fit for stock can he easily obtained 
at a deptli of from 100 to 200 foot, but much prospecting may be necessary before the discovery in them of 
fresh water.

Each fresh discovery, however, will make the next one easier, by proving the trend of the underground
valleys.

In No. 3, fresh water will probably be got without much difficulty, and it will probably flow over the 
surface in the neighbourhood of Bourke.

In No. 4 group chances of obtaining water are so remote that, as a rule, it is waste of labour to 
sink wells or bore into them. In very exceptional cases, as where the rock is soft and much cracked, and in 
the immediate vicinity of high ground, they may possibly contain available stores of water.

My thanks are due to the contractors for the railway to Bourke {Mann, Cary, it Co.), to their engi
neer, Mr. Kerle, and to Mr. J. O. Dwyer, manager of Glengariff Station, for the information and assistance 
which they kindly rendered me during my geological examination of this district.

I have, &c.,
' T. W. E. DAVID.

The Geological Surveyor in charge.
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Appendix F.

Report on a Coal Seam, on the river Severn, near Ashford, New England District.
Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 13 September, 1884.

In accordance with your instructions, I have examined the coal-seam at Fraser’s Creek Station, 
near Ashford, and have the honor to report thereon as follows :—

The rocks in which the coal occurs are yellowish-grey iron-stained shales, alternating with thin evenly- 
bedded felspathic quartzites and grey sandstones. The general dip is westerly at about GO degrees, subject 
to considerable variation of direction and angle, owing to the strata having been much disturbed by intrusive 
granite which hounds the coal-bearing rocks at about 1 mile west of the station. The existence of a coal- 
seam in the neighbourhood has been suspected for some years past, as loose blocks of coal were frequently 
found after heavy floods washed up on the shingle in the bed of the river Severn, opposite the head-station. 
This led to the discovery of a seam of coal about 3 miles higher up tho river, at a place since called Coal 
Gully. Beds of hard, dull, black coal, alternating with carbonaceous clay shales, crop out in this gully at a 
point 30 chains above its junction with the river.

Tho seam dips westerly at from 35 degrees to 60 degrees, striking between 10 degrees and 35 degrees 
east of north. This strike would make it cross a large deep water-hole in the river a few chains above the 
point where the loose blocks where first noticed, so that there can be little doubt that they were originally 
derived from this scam. The total thickness of clean coal at Coal Gully is over 30 (thirty) feet, the greatest 
thickness of coal without bands being 7 (seven) feet.

The clajr shales, near the base of the seam, contain numous fossil-plant remains, but the impressions 
are not sufficiently distinct to furnish trustworthy evidence as to tire geological age of the beds.

The surface coal does not burn readily, owing probably to its volatile constituents having been lost 
through long exposure to the weather, and to the coal itself being partially infiltrated with clayey material, 
derived from the surface rain-wash, I was informed, however, by Mr. John Macdonald, the discoverer of 
the seam, that by sinking on it a few feet ho got coal of a quality sufficiently good to use in a blacksmith’s forge. 
The coal composing the loose blocks found near the head-station is of a hotter quality, its superiority being 
due more perhaps to its having suffered less from exposure than to any original difterence in chemical 
composition. Hence there are good grounds for assuming that by sinking to a moderate depth coal of 
equally good quality may be obtained from the seam at Coal Gully.

An analysis of coal taken from one of the loose blocks in tire river-bed, made by the Government 
Analyst, has given the following result:—

Hygroscopic moisture............................................. ...................... 1 ’40
Volatile hydrocarbons, &c............................................................. 20’SO
Fixed carbon .................................................   7l‘94 j *
Ash.................................................................................................... 0-16 j

100 00
* Coke, 78'10 per cent.

Sulphur iu coal, 0'52 per cent. Specific gravity, 1'35.

This analysis shows the sample to belong to the class of bituminous coking coals, suitable for smelt
ing and steam-coal purposes. Situated, as it is, within 8 miles of large limestone beds of excellent quality 
for lime-burning, and near tho border of the extensive Vegctable Creek tin-fields, this coal-seam may in 
time form a valuable source of fuel for the district, when wood becomes scarcer and carriage cheaper.

I would recommend therefore that a reserve be made for coal-mining purposes comprising all 
Crown Lands within the following boundaries :—Commencing at tltc north-east corner of portion No. 3, 
parish of Ashby, county of Arrawatta : and bounded thence on the east by a line running north to Myall 
Creek; thence on the south by that creek for about 50 ebains eastwards to the east boundary of parish 
of Myall • thence on the east by the east boundary of that parish north for about 1 mile; thence on the 
north by a line running west for about 2 miles, to a point about 113 chains due north of the north-west

corner
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corner of portion 3, parish of Macdonald ; thence on the west by a line running south from this point to 
the north-west corner of the aforesaid portion No. 3 ; thence on the west again by the west boundary 
lines of portions Nos, 3 and 2 south to the south-west corner of the latter portion; thence on the west 
again by a straight line running south-westerly to a point' 1 mile due west of the south-west corner of 
portion No. 5 ; thence again on the west by a line running south 2 miles ; thence on the south by a line 
running east for about 117 ebains to a point due south of the south-west corner of portion No. 6, parish of 
Ashby ; thence on the east by a line running north to the south-west corner of the aforesaid portion No. 
6 ; thence again on the east in a northerly direction by the river Severn to a point due south of the point 
of commencement; thence again on the east by a line running due north to the point of commencement.

I have, etc.,
T. W. EDGEWORTH DAVID,

Geological Surveyor in Charge.
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Appendix G.

Report of the Curator of the Mining and Geological Museum.
Sir,

I have the honor to furnish the following returns of tho assays and analyses made by the 
Department of Mines, and the donations and other additions to the Mining and Geological Museum and 
Library, during 1885, with notes thereon.

Assays and Analyses.

Applications for examinations of specimens have been very numerous ; 1,428 assaj's were made—which 
represent a portion of the samples forwarded—showing an increase of 7G4 upon the previous year's returns. 
Of these, 1,246 were for gold and silver principally; 206 of which yielded from 2 dwt to 136 oz. 19 dwt. 
18 gr. of gold; and from 10 oz. to 9,780 oz. 8 dwt. of silver per ton.

380 yielded from a trace to 1 dwt. 23 gr. of gold, and from a trace to 9 oz. 23 gr. of silver per ton.
660 yielded neither gold nor silver.
The localities from which the most favourable results were obtained were: Gold—Adelong, Bombala, 

Braidwood, Bathurst, Binge™, Bongongolong, Bowman River, near Capertee, Cooma, Clarence Heads, 
Orange, Oberon, Razorback, Roekley, Reedy Elat, Snowy River, and Scone,

Silver—Abercrombie Ranges, Barrier Range, Back Creek, Bolivia, Burragorang, Braidwood, near 
Condobolin, Deepwater, Einmaville, Molonglo, Mitchell, Nambucera, O'Connell, Orange, Oberon, Peelwood, 
Bye’s Crock, Hockley, Snowy River, Tuena, Tentcrficld, and Wiseman’s Creek. '

Coal.

Twenty-five analyses were made of samples of coal, kerosene shale, and lignite, the best qualities 
being from Blackhcath, Cockle Creek, Clarence Siding, Lake Macquarie, and Shoalhaven.

Shale—Capertee, Merimbula, and Mudece District.
Tin.

Twenty-one assays were made for tin, seven of which yielded from 4'05 % to 70T)0 % of metallic 
tin, the latter being from Emmaville, Gumble near Molong {associated with copper, silver and gold), Merool 
Creek, and Oban, .

Copper. .

Eorty-nine samples were assayed for copper, twenty-seven of which yielded from DOS % to 43-9 % of 
metallic copper, the localities from whence the latter were obtained being—Abercrombie, Barrier Range, 
Braidwood, Gumble near Molong, Glen limes, Tuena, and Wellington.

Antimony.

Thirteen assays for the above metal were made, ten of which yielded from 9'5S % to 73T9 % of 
metallic antimony, the best results being obtained from samples from Arraidale, Bingera, Bellinger River, 
and Razorback, near Capertee {associated with payable gold).

Lead.

Thirty-one assays were made for lead, eighteen of which yielded from 17'93 % to 74'7 % of metallic 
lead, and coming from the following localities—Abercrombie, Barrier Range, near Condobolin, Snowy River, 
and Tuena. '

Bismuth.
Six assays were made for this metal, four of which yielded from a trace u> 66‘S % of metallic bismuth, 

the localities being—Bundarra and Deepwater.
Manganese.

Eleven assays were made of manganese ore, nine of which yielded from % to 9D55 % of 
peroxide of manganese, the localities being—near Bathurst, Clanmire, Gulgong, Roekley, and Tamworth.

Cobalt and Nickel,

Nine assays were made for the above, five of which yielded from 1-21 % to 3-13 % of sesquioxide 
of cobalt, and 0-.35 % to 3'05 % of metallic nickel. Localities—Bungonia, Barrier Range, Boro, Capertee, and 
Goulburn.

Zinc.

Two assays -were made for zinc, which yielded up to 20-05 % of metallic zinc. Locality—Deepwater.
Miscellaneous.

Fifteen examinations were made of samples of water, &c.
Mining
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’ Mining and Geological Museum.
Eighty-three donations ivore received for the above, some of them being collections comprising a consider
able number of specimens, notably amongst them being a large collection of minerals and fossils presented 
by tho Geological Survey of Sweden ; rich silver ores from the Broken Hill silver-mine, by Mr. damieson, 
Manager; Carboniferous marine fossils from "Wollongong, by Mr. S. Alexander; tin ores from Penang, by 
Mr. G. R. Eearby; auriferous lode-stuff from tho Rew Reform gold-mine, Lucknow, by Mr. H. W. 
Newman, Manager ; stanniferous and cupriferous lode-stuff from Gumble, near Molong, by Mr. J. E. Kelly : 
chloride of silver from Lake City, New Mexico, by Mr. F. Jessopc; auriferous and cupriferous ores, Ac., 
from Nundle District, by Mr. E. W. Jones, Warden ; fine specimens of needle antimony ore from Carangula 
by Mr. E. H. Becke, Manager; auriferous ores from Mount Morgan, Queensland, and from Gulgong, by 
Professor Nicholas ; silver ores from Barrier Range, by Mr. Wyman Brown, Warden ; diamond in matrix, 
and matrix showing impressions of diamonds, and associated minerals, from Griqualand, South Africa, by 
Mr. J. Mackenzie; copper ore from Cloncurry, and opal from Coopers Creek, Queensland, by Dr. J. R, M. 
Robertson.

The collection in the Museum has been further augmented by specimens illustrative of tho metallurgy 
of tin, copper, and iron, obtained in England by the Agent-General, upon the advice of the Under-Secretary 
for Minos ; hy collections by yourself, Mr. j, Mackenzie, F.G.S., Examiner of Coal-fields; Mr. Charles 
Cullen, collector; Mr. Theo. Ranft, temporary collector ; Mr. James Sibbald, keeper of Wellington Caves, 
and myself; from Hay, Young. Temora, Tomingley, Parkes, Hunter Paver, Cooma, Qucdong, Wollongong, 
Wellington, Canberra, and Queanbeyan Districts, and Lord Howe, Norfolk, and Phillip Islands. (See 
Appendix.)

The number of specimens registered amounted to 2,620, making the total to date 16,809.
From this total must be deducted 647 registered specimens included in collections dispatched by tins 

Department, leaving a total in hand of 16,162. 169 donations were received for the. library, amongst them 
being a large number of scientific works presented by the Geological Survey of Sweden; valuable reports 
from the Geological Surveys of India, Canada, and the United States, Ac. ; and progress reports from 
Victoria and New Zealand. .

The Department of Mines having undertaken, at the request of the Commission for the Colonial and 
Indian Exhibition, to prepare a collection to illustrate the mineral resources of the Colony, the last quarter 
of the year was almost wholly taken up in this work, with the result that a large and comprehensive 
exhibit, numbering 1,371 specimens, many of them in bulk, has been forwarded for display in the above 
Exhibition.

In addition to the above, the Department undertook the arrangement and dispatch of all private 
exhibits of a like nature.

Owing to the press of work consequent upon the preparation of the above, little progress has been 
made with the proper arrangement of the specimens in the Museum ; only such as could be readily displayed 
have been placed in the show-cases; but T trust, before my next report, that the Museum will be as complete 
in all its arrangements as the limited space will allow.

I have, Ac.,
JOSEPH E. CARNE,

The Geological Surveyor in Charge. Curator.

Specimens procured by Officers of the Department of Mines during 1885 :—

Donor.

Ilni'rie Wood, Under Seere* 
tiiry for Mines, jjer the 
Agent-Qenornl. |

C .S. Wilkinson,Government 
Geologist. |

J. Mackenzie, Examiner of 
Coal-fields.

J. E. Carno, curator..........
JJ ...... .

Charles Cullon, collector ...
» tj '■*

Theo. Eaiift, temporary col
lector.

Donation.

Specimens SllnsiraUve of the metallurgy of tin, 
copper, and iron.

Collection of minerals, Ac..................................

Collection of Carboniferous marine fossils, from 
between 700 and SOO feet below No. 1 coal- 
seam.

Collection of minerals ......................................
Collection of fossil bones .................................
Collection of minerals and fossils.....................

ij ii n ..............
ii ii i> ...............

Collection of fossils............................................

Locality.

England.

Huv, Young, Temora, Tomingley, and Parkes 
Districts.

Hallway cutting, Garden Hill, Hunter Biver 
Dial riot.

Norfolk and Phillip Islands.
Lord Howe Island.
Cooma District.
Q.ui dong.
Wollongong.
Canberra and Queanbeyan.

Donations to Mining and Geological Museum during 1885.

Donor. Donation. Locality.
*

Mr. S Alexander ..............

Mr. J S Allen..................
Mr. S. Badcy...................
Mr, Wyman Brown (War

den).
Mr. E. H. Bockc ..............
Mr. J. Beglov ..................
Mr. S. Brown.....................
Mr. S. Bell ........................
Mr. 3. Christian ..............
Mr. A. II. Cooper.............
Mr. A. Cooper ..............
Mr. T, Cottcrill..................

Carboniferous marine fossils, Pachydomttf, 
Aviculopeeten, J’rodnctus, Cheletes, S,'c.

Devonian marine fossils.............................. .
Heavy spar .......................................................
Samples of rich silver ores.................................

Needle antimony ores........................................
Cussiionte .........................................................
Crystals of chloride of silver.............................
Chromite ............................... . ........................
Pitchsloiie ......................................................
Salt ...................................................................
Rhodonite .......................................................
Two large blocks of oxide of manganese ..........

W ollongong.

Sugar-loaf Mountain, Southern District. 
Sunny Corner,
Barrier Bunge.

Carangula.
Meadow Elat.
Broken Hill, Barrier Bango 
20 miles from Young, 
near Tamworth.
Lake Buchanan, Northern Queensland. 
Gian mire.
Back Creek, Bockley.
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Appendix G-—-continued.

Donor.

])r. Oreor] ...................... |
Mr. A. J. Cotta ................ ' I
Mr. Dicksluil ....................
Mr. B. Dnnstan.................
Mr. J. E. Burgin ..............
Mr. J. H. Kllis .................
Mr. Edonfoldl .................
Mr. Gr. H. Fearby .........
Mr. F. A. Ficinus..............
Mr. 0. J. Faehe.................
Mr. J. Graham ................

Bo ................
Mr. W. G. Gibson............
Mr. 0. Hodson ................
Mr. Geo. Harctic ..............
Br. E. Inglis..................

Do .................
Mr. Jamison .....................
Mr. A, F. Jessopc ..............
Mr. E. W. Jones ..............

Hon. P. &■ King, M.L.C. .
Mr. J. E. Kelly................. i
Dr. Von Lendenfcld.......

Do ..........
Do ..........

Mr. Latin .........................
Mr. W. Loetingtan and 

part v.
Mr J. O. M. Mat,It..........
Mr. H. Mo*s .....................
Mr, C. S, M'Gluo ..............

Do ....
Manager of the John Bull 

Mines, Nundle.
Mr. W. Naper .................
Mr. Neata .........................
Mr. H. W. Newman ........

Bo .........

Professor Nicholas ..........
Do. ..........

Mr. A. S. Ft Osborne ......
Mr. A. Oppeniteimer.........
Mr. \V. Partington .........

Bo ..........
Mr. Hugh Quinn .............
Dr. J, it, M. Robertson ....
Mrs. Selkirk .....................
Mr. Southey ....................
Mr. H. Selkirk ............
Mr. A. Sturgeon ..............
Mr. F. Sylvester ..............
Swedish Consul................
Mr. J. Sibbald .................
Mr. R. Timmins................
Mr. Vsuitin .....................
Mr, T. Woodhouse ..........
Mr. H. Walshc ................
Mr. R. Zoueh.....................

Donation. Locality.

Fossil wood 
Native mogos, and samples of Turbary tint 

granitic rocks.
Mica .............................................................
Fossil fish and molluscii...................................
Polished stones and specimens of rocks......
Sulphides of lead and iron with baryta ..........
Fossils {Miocene ?) ............... .................
Tin and tin ores ..................... ........................
Epsomitc ...........................................................
Brown licmatite ...............................................
Fluorspar and quartz........................................
Lode tin .......................................................
Volcanic bomb ........................................  ..
Stibnite and crude antimony .........................
Block of lode tin ore........................................
Coni from Mount Linton Station .... , ,
Sclieehte ............................... ..................
Rich silver ores ..............................................
Chloride of silver ........................................
Auriferous quartz, coppsr ore, auriferous quartz 

and dilate chalcedony, fossil wood, Ac.
Ferromanganese oxide ....................................
Stanniferous and cupriferous lodo stuff ......
Recent shells ..............................................
Cretaceous fossils, gypsum, carnehan, and agates 
Quartz with carbonates of lead and copper, 

fossiliferous limestone and oalcitc.
Artificial sulphide of liu....................................
Zme-blende, galena, and pyrites .....................

Aboriginals’ stone hatchets ............................
Petrified wood ..................................................
Radiating crystals of pyrolusite ....................
Galena, and protmitein cavities of trap rock ... 
Large block of auriferous reefslone iu diorite ...

Malachite ..........................................................
Lode tin ore ..................... ................
Specimens of lode stuff richly impregnated 

with gold.
Serpentine witli mag-nelio iron, and a little niis- 

pickcl, richly impregnated with gold
Auriferous ores .............................................
Collection of minerals ....................................
Gold ■coating crystals of pyrites in lode stuff .
Auiiferous antimony ore ...............................
Talc ...............................................................
Manganese concretions ....................................
Gurnets......................... ......... . . ..
Cuprite............................................................
Arragonito and zeolites ...................................
Gem stones ......................................................
Carboniferous fossils ............................. ...
Tin oro ...............................................................
Sapphire ............................................ . . . .
Largo collection of minerals and fossils .........
Silurian fossils in limestone .............................
Auriferous lode stuff with free gold................
Auriferous ore ..................................................
Dendrites in limestone ....................................
Carboniferous marine fossils.........................
Fnvosites...........................................................

Omadale.
Paroo district, Queensland.

Barrier Kangc,
Wianamatta Beds, Bowrai.
Engonin, Warrego District.
Tlmekaringa.
North of Hall’s Sound, New Guinea.
Penang.
Pve’a Creek.
Bulli more, near Dubbo.
Deepwater.
Rye’s Creek.
Barrier Range.
Gara. near Annidale.
Tho Gulf, New England.
Southland, Now Zealand,
From head of kVakutipu Lake, New Zealand. 
Broken Hill Mine, Barrier Range.
Lake City, New .Mexico.
Peel River District.

Tamworth.
Gumble Mine, near Molong.
Norman River, Queensland.
Albert District.
Nymagee District.

Pyrmont smelling works.
Homeward Bound Mine, Bye’s Creek.

Yass und Burrowa.
Shoal haven.
Launceston, Tasmania 
Bowen River, Queensland.
John Bull Mine, Bowling Alley Point, Peel 

River.
New Mount Hope.
Cannibal Creek, Northern Queensland.
New Reform Mine, Lucknow.

do.

Mount Morgan, Queensland.
Gulgong.
Green Vale Mine, Rockhampton.
Kazorback, near Capertee.
.Abercrombie District.
Smiles N.W. of Roekley.
Pye’s Creek.
Argyle Mine, GO miles N.W. of Cloncurry. 
Cooma District.
Miltagong.
Harper's Hill mid 'Wollongong.
Sear Jindubyne.
Near Mittagoog.
Sweden.
Wellington Caves.
Reedy Flat, Upper Adelong.
Mount Morgan, Queensland.
South-east end of Gandalcaner, Soloman Islands 
Water-works, West Maitland.
Temora,

Donations to the Library of the Mining and Geological Museum during 1885.

Donations, Donor.

P*lffiontologia Indica:—
Series. XIV, vol. 1-3 ............... ............................................................................

II. B. Medlicott., M.A.. F.R.S.j 
Superintendent;.

>

„ XII. „ I, „ 4, fasciculus 4 ..........................................................
tt -^i >j m .................................... .................

^Ij jj I» if 1j ............... ............................. .
)! lh 11 1| 11 1, |,0 .........................................................

jj IV, I, „ 5 .......... ................................... . .
Memoirs of the Geological Survey of India :—

Vol. XXI, part 1 ................................................................... . ....................
„ XXI, 2 ......................................................................................
„ XXI, „ 3 ...........................................................................................

„ 1-3 ’ ...........................................................................................
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Donation. Donor.

Records of the Geolopca.! Surrey of India :—
Yol. XVIII, part 2‘ ........................................................................................

„ XT! IT, „ 3 ...........................................................................................
XYUL „ 4 ..........................................................................................

Catalogue of tlio Library of tbe Gcolugicul Survoy of India ................................................j
Transactions of Lite American Institute of Mining Engineers. Vol. XII .........................
Index Yolumes—I to X. ;
Trjneaclions of the American Instilulc. 1S3I-1SS5 ........................................... • |
Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. New Series, XL "Whole 

Series, Vol. XTX Peris 1 and 2.
Productions of Gold mid Silver in the United States. 18S3. ................................... .
Annual fteport of the Director of tho Mint. Fisc.il year ending June 30th, 1834, ...........
Bulletin of the United States Geological Survey. No. 7......................................................
Second Annual Report of the United States Geological Survey. 18S0-3I .................... .
Mineral Resources of the United State*, JJy Albert Williams, jiuir.............. ...........
Extrait du Jinllolin clu Musoc Royal D’JIistoire Niilurelle de Belgique, Tome II. 1883 ...
Verkandlungcii des naturhisfcori schen Verciin $ der prcussischcnRlicinliindc und W cstfalcnl S82

2 vela. do. do. do. do, do ISH3
Descriptive Sketch of the Physical Gcogrnnhv and Geology of the Dominion of Canada hy 

A, R. C. Selwru, LL.D ,’FM.S , ILG-S., and G. M. Dawson, F.G.S., F.K.S. 
Comparative VovabulnnoR ol the Indian Tribes of British Columbia, with map illustrating 

distribution, by W Fraser Tohnio, M I)., and G. M. Dawson, J) S,f F.G.8., F R S. .
Report of Progress of the Geological Survey of Canada, nith maps, 1882-83*84..................
Reports of the Mining Registrar*, Victoria* for the quarter ending Shi December, 1834

Do. do. do. do. do. 1874......
Report of the Inspector of Mine*, 1873..................................................................................
Mineral Statistics, 1875 ..........................................................................................................
Reports of Mining Surveyors and Registrars, 1873 ................... ..........................
Report of the Inspector of Mines, 1876.................................................................................
Mineril Statistics, 1877 to 1880, 1876......................................................................................
Reports of Mining Surveyors and Registrars from 1876 to 1884...........................................
Reports of the Chief Inspector of Mines from 1877 to 1382 ........ ........................................
Reports of the Mining Registrars for the quarter ending 30 June, 1885...............................
Reports of the Mining Registrars for quarter ending 30 September, 1885............................
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Appendix G—contimtr.d.

Donation. Donoi'.

Om Siljanstralttetw sandstenar, 1884, af Af. Stolpe............ ...........................................................
Om cn post glacial lundsiinkuing i sodra och Till frugnu urn fi>rli fill and ct mcllan Vcuidnl- 

sqvartsitcn och sil. formationcn inom sodra delen of Jcntland Ian, tncd 1 Kurla, 1882j| 
af F. Svenomus. ’

StucKur vid scvcnska jokla, med 3 taflor. af F. Svenonius................................. ...............
0 in olivinsteriS'Och serpentin forckomstor i Norrland, med 1 tafia, 1883. F, SrcTiotiim... 
Om Svcrigps Ingradc nrberg, jeniforda mod sjdvQsli'a Europas, mod 1 Karta, 1875. of 

David Hummel.
Om rullslens bildningor, ined 2 (aflov, 1874, af David Hniinnel................................................
Ofvcrsigt af de gcologiska forhallandena vid Hullandiis, med 2 taflor, 1872, nf D. Hmnmcl 
Kcmiska hergort^analTscr, sammuosUdda och bearbejade I. Gncis hallcflint gneis (curitc) 
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med 4 tailor, 1871, nf Otto Grumeclius.
Om malmlagrens aldersfbljd och deras anvandandc eilsom ledlager, mod 1 Karta, 1S73, af 

Otto Gunuelius.
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jemfordse med Ofrigu Kinda eamlidiga aflngringar, 1SS2,af S. A. Tullberg 
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taflor, af S. A. Toll berg. i
Om Agnoslusarterna i dc knmbriskn ocb Siluriska nflagtingirnc vid Andmrum, mod 1 

FAria. och 3 taflor, n£ S. A. Tullberg. 1
Trakiskt geovogisku umlersoknmgar mom norm delen af Kalmar Jan, mod 2 Karta 1S81 ..
Ccphalopoderna i Svcrigee Kritejstem I. med 2 Karta, 1834. af J CJ. lloberg ....................
Undersokningar ofver Siljansi'inrmlcts trilobitfnima, med 3 taflor, at S. Ji Tornquist ........|
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och 6 Karta, 1877-
Dn undre paradoxideslugren vid Andmrum, med 4 taflor, af G. Linnai^son..............................
Description de la Formation Carbonifcre de la Scanie, ])ar K. Erdmann ............... *.................
TTndcrsbkningar ofrer molluskfannan i Sveriges aldre mcsoJioUka bildningar, med 6 taflor,

1881, af P. Suutlgren.
Bcskrifring till Karta ofver Berggmnden inom dc malrafbrande trakterna i norra delen 

af Orebro liin.
Annales de la Socielo Geologique dc Belgique. Tome onzieme, 1883-84 ..................................
Ycrhancllungen des Ycriens fur naturwissenchaft licbe Dnterhultung zu Hamberg, 1S7S-'

1882.
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Appendix II.

Sir, Department of Mine?, Geological Survey Brandi.
I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your instructions, I accompanied Mr, H. T. 

Wilkinson, J.P., to Lord Howe and Norfolk Islands in tho Government steamer “ Thetis.” Owing to 
the briefness of tho stay made at each island no systematic examination could be carried out. Tiie follow
ing notes are the result of observations made at eaeb place visited :—

Norfolk Inland is situated about 1100 miles E.N.E. of Sydney, in lat. 29° 2' S., and long, 168° 2' E. 
It has an area of 8,007 acres, and is of volcanic origin.

The cliffs, which rise to an average height of about 250 feet above sea-level, form a precipitous wall
like coast, with fewf indentations, the most important being Sydney, Ball, Cascade, Anson, Dun- 
combo, and Emily Bays. None of these, however, arc available as shipping ports, being very small and 
either shallow and barred by fringing reefs, as at Sydney and Emily Bays; exposed, like Ball Bay ; or too 
small, as in the ease of Anson’s Bay, which would be practically inaccessible owing to the steepness of the 
surrounding cliffs. Ball Bay might be made available by the construction of a breakwater, but the under
taking would be costly.

Sydney Bay is the most important of the above-mentioned, being tbe main landing-place. On its 
shores is situated the old convict settlement, now' known as the town. The bay is barred by a fringing 
coral reef, exposed at low-water. A boat-passage has been cut through this, and lauding is effected at a 
small pier which has been constructed inside ; but with on-shore winds this is not practicable, owing to (lie 
heavy surf. Emily Bay, which is in fact part of the eastern extension of Sydney Bay, is very shallow, and 
barred by the same reef.

The anchorage ground, available off Sydney Bay, is of limited extent, and exposed to gales, so that 
vessels have to shift to leeward of the island as the wind veers. It is the opinion of some of the inhabi
tants that this anchorage might be protected to a great extent by the construction of a breakwater on the 
east, connecting Nepean Island with the mainland at Point Hunter. Phillip Island would afford sufficient 
protection on the south-south-east, so that only the south-west would be left open. Such a scheme, how- 
oyer, would, as in the case of Ball Bay, necessitate a large outlay, Nepean Island being a considerable 
distance from Point Hunter. ' ‘

Cascade Bay affords a landing-place, but not of much importance, being too open and devoid of
shelter.

With the exception of a small tract of country at Sydney Bay, tho ground rises out of the sea 
either in sheer cliffs or steep slopes into an undulating plateau, having a general elevation of about 300 
feet above sea-level. Towards the north-western portion of tho island a conical mountain—Mount Pitt— 
rises from this plateau, which, with three adjoining cones, attains an elevation of over 1,000 feet above sea- 
level. These hills have a gentle slope, and are covered with deep soil. No sections were to be seen 
at the poiuts visited, but occasional rounded blocks of basalts showed themselves on the flanks of the 
hills. -

The old land surface of the island has undergone considerable modification under the influence of 
atmospheric agencies. The volcanic rock of which the island is composed, yielding to these, has become 
disintegrated, and gradually eroded into the deep valleys by which the country is now' intersected. Sec
tions exposed in tho road-cuttings on the sides of the valleys reveal how deeply such influences have 
penetrated, and also furnish striking examples of the spheroidal weathering so characteristic of basalt.

The principal drainage channels are known as Water-mill, Stockyard, Cascade, and Broken 
Bridge Creeks. _

The margin of the island is formed in places of black ramparts of basalt worn into cliffs, which aro 
often nearly perpendicular. In some instances a columnar structure may be observed. An excellent section 
illustrative of this may be studied at Anson's Bay. A sheet of basalt', which has assumed the columnar 
structure during cooling and contraction, occurs here near the summit of the cliff. The columns in some 
instances aro about 30 feet high, and arc divided transversely by curved joints of the ball-and-socket 
type. This flow of dense lava has a southerly dip, and rests upon a fine yellowish tuff, the composition of 
which is given iu the following analysis :—

Moisture ............................................................... 21 20
Gnngue (insoluble in acids) ................................. 47'45
Peroxide of iron.................................................... 11‘75
-Alumina ............................................................... 15'30
Lime....................................................................... ISO
Magnesia....................................   PSO
Phosphoric oxide................ ................................. trace
Undetermined, loss, &e......................................... O G2

lOO'OO
Traced downwards, this yellow tuff passes into a coarser brown deposit of a similar nature, which shows 
distinct planes of bedding. These fragmental rocks separate the upper basalt ilowr from a lower which 
appears at the sea-level.

_ Ehc characteristic shades of colour exhibited by tbe greater part of the sea-cliff pass from greyish 
white to red and purple, and attract the eye at a considerable distance from the shore. These colours are 
due to the action of weathering.

The only sedimentary rock I observed occurs at Sydney Bay, where it forms the lowreat portion of 
the island, being but a few feet above sea-level. It occupies an area of about 200 acres, covered for tho 
most part by soil formed from sediment carried dowji by Watermill Creek, and from the degradation of 
the surrounding hills. This formation is of recent origin, and consists of well-rounded particles of corals 
of white, yellowish, and pink colour, interspersed with a few particles of volcanic rocks. It corresponds 
exactly with a formation at Ascension island, in the Atlantic Ocean, as described by Darwin in his 
“ Geological Observations,” p. 50.

Excellent sections are exposed at the old Government Lime-kiln, at Emily Bay, where a triangular 
block has been quarried out for lime-burning. The rock is divided into layers of about half an inch or 
more in thickness. At a depth of a few feet theso are found cemented together into a compact stone, 
which lias been quarried for building purposes. Tho union of the particles is effected by calcareous 
matter, and in the compact varieties each particle can be seen to be enveloped in ^ husk of pellucid ear- 

412—T ........................ ' ' boualo
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bonate of lime. The cementation talces place rapidly, owing to the permeating water being charged with 
carbonate of lime in solution, derived from the waste of the coral reef. As an instance of the rapidity 
of cementation, X may here mention that quarrying in the compact rock above described revealed 
a portion of an anchor chain embedded to a depth of nearly 2 feet in the solid stone, and in a 
position exposed to the abrading action of the waves, which must have removed a considerable quantity 
of superincumbent material. The chain is supposed by the iuhabitants to have been lost in the wreck of 
the “ Sirius,” about ninety years ago.

The following is the result of an analysis of a sample of the compact rock above-mentioned

146

Hygroscopic moisture..................................................................... 0'22
Carbonate of lime ......................................................................... 86*65

„ magnesia ................................................................. 8'72
Oxide of iron and alumina............................................................. 1 '10
Silica..............................................................................................  0*90
Phosphoric oxide (PjOj) ............................................ -.............. trace
Alkalies, undetermined.............................     2*41

100 00
Phillip Island, situated about 3 miles to the southward of Norfolk Island, has an extreme 

length and breadth of about If mile by f of a mile. It rises abruptly at its western end to an 
altitude of about 900 feet, and slopes gradually to the eastward to about 300 feet above the sea-level. 
The coast is mostly precipitous, and the greater part of the island deeply furrowed, and almost destitute 
of vegetation, owing to the extreme friability of the rocks and the steep slope of its surface.

The enormous masses of decomposed basalt and roughly stratified coarse brown and yellow tuff 
which form the island are penetrated in numerous places by dykes of undecomposed basalt, striking to 
all points of the compass, and from their dark colour forming a strong contrast to the rocks they traverse. 
At the landing-place on the northern side a good section is exposed where a largo dyke has burst through 
the tuff, which here forms the sea-cliff; it disappears near the central portion of the island, as the decom
posed basalt is reached. Where the tuff forms the coast the cliffs are nearly perpendicular, owing to the 
sapping action of the waves causing it to fall in blocks, and from its upper surface resisting more success
fully the aerial denudation which has worn the softer wacler into steep slopes.

About the centre of the little inlet where landing is effected, and near the dyke, the slope is more 
gradual, and ascent practicable. The tuff, when traced upwards, gradually passes into ttacke, but owing to 
the debris from the higher ground covering the inclined surface no line of demarcation can he drawn.

The wacfce presents a singular group of alternating red, purple, brown, yellow, and white soft 
argillaceous beds ; the red and purple predominating, afford a remarkably striking appearance from the 
main island. At the surface these beds are soft and friable, but at the depth of a lew inches they become 
unctuous, and, like wax, yield a polished streak when cut with a knife.

Lying scattered on the surface in sev.cral places are black concretionary nodules, which yielded on
analysis:—

Manganese dioxide..................................................................... 5*28%
Peroxide of iron ........................................................................  15'69%
Sesqui-oxide of cobalt................................................................... 2*01%

They have probably been formed by segregation round organic nuclei. Similar concretions of 
brown irou ore, of reddish colour and more elongated form, also occur iu several places, and probably have 
a similar origin. '

A sample of the brown tuff from the landing-place yielded on analysis:—
Moisture ...................................................................................... 10*73
Combined water............................................................................ 4*08
Lime .............................................................................................. 1*06
Oxide of irou ...............................................................................  27 *9 j
Organic matter................................................................................ *32
Phosphoric oxide............................................................................ *0o
Insoluble silieious matter .............................................................  54*8]
Loss and undetermined................................................................ 1 '00

.... . . 190,00. .
Phillip Island is evidently part of a volcanic crater, the material of which is chiefly composed of 

tuff. It is rapidly being wasted away under the action of the waves and weather; and I am informed that 
after heavy rain the sea is discoloured for a considerable distance round the land. As each fall of rain 
removes the loose soil a fresh surface is exposed to the desiccating influence of the climate, to be in its 
turn converted into dust and swept into the sea. Under such conditions, and in the absence of a return 
of volcanic energy, it is evident that at a not distant period the whole island must be washed away.

lord Howe Island.—The geological features ot this interesting island having already been described 
by Mr. H. T. Wilkinson, I devoted my attention to procuring fossil bones which occur embedded in a rock 
almost wholly composed of fragments of corals cemented together by carbonate of lime. The area occu
pied by this rock forms the low-lyiug habitable portion of the island. Mr. Wilkinson, iu his report, 
makes mention of the occurrence of the fossil bones, but they were at the time pronounced to he turtle 
bones, as undoubtedly many of them arc, fragments of carapaces of Chelonions being of frequent occurrence. 
Recently, however, a collection dispatched by Edward King, an inhabitant, to Mr. Fitzgerald, Deputy Sur
veyor-General, afforded you an opportunity of inspection, and of forming an opinion that some of them 
constituted portions of the skeleton of a large extinct horned lizard allied to Megnlania; and I understand 
that upon your recommendation they were submitted to Professor Sir Richard Owen, who has since, in 
acknowledging their receipt, intimated that they belong to species of Megalania and Chelonia,

Having engaged the services of Mr. King when I first touched at the island on my way io Norfolk 
Island, I was enabled upon my return to bring away a fairly good collection, including a skull with two 
osseous horn-like processes, which in all probability belong to Megalania.

In addition to the above attached processes are several detached perfect specimens of the same 
description, which Professor Owen describes as weapons of defence possessed by many edentulous herb- 
iferous reptiles, thus inferring that Megalania probably belonged to that class of animals. I was unable 
to obtain teeth of any description, a fact which also points to the above conclusion. The results of the 
Professor’s systematic examination of these remains will be awaited with great interest.

Associated
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Associated with the bones in the coral rocks are abundance of shells of species now living on the reefs 
and in the surrounding waters. I submitted several specimens to Mr. Brazier, O.M.Z.S., of the Australian 
Museum, who identified them as Tridacna dongata, .Lamarck ; very common on the reefs in Torres Straits, 
Solomon Island, and the Great Barrier Reef of Eastern Australia; Bulimus bimricosus, Gaskoin ; and a 
species of Venus.

In concluding my notes, I desire to express my sincere thanks to the residents of Norfolk and Lord 
Howe Islands for their generous hospitality, particularly the family of Mr. EletcherNobbs, of Norfolk Island.

Appended is a description of rock specimens collected by myself from Norfolk and Phillip Islands. 
The specimens have been microscopically examined by Mr, T. W.E. JJavid, B. A.,I\G.S., Geological Surveyor.

.Also is appended a list of the flora of Norfolk Island, kindly furnished by Mr. Isaac Robinson, a 
resident on the island, I have, &c.,

JOSEPH E. CARNE,
Geological Surveyor in Charge. -------- -— Curator, Miniog and Geological Museum.
Description of Rock Specimens from Norfolk and Phillip Islands, microscopically examined by T. W. E.

David, B.A., E.G.S., Geological Surveyor.
Specimen 5,045, from Emily Bay, Norfolk Island, is a fragmental calcareous rock, consisting of 

rounded grains of coral and lava, and tests of foraminifera. Under the microscope the worn fragments of 
coral appear as oval grains, l-80th inch in longest diameter, of which about 20 per cent are semi-trans
parent, and show tho structure of coral very distinctly. The remainder are opaque, and of a milky-white 
or ochrcous colour, the discolouration being due probably to tbe presence of oxide of iron, derived from 
the volcanic particles. The latter constitute about 7 per cent of the bulk of the stone. Some of these 
occur as rounded grains, showing the crystalline structure of lava, in which crystals of plagioclase and 
orthoclase felspar are scattered through a dark yellowish green ground mass, with numerous dark patches.

The ground mass is probably formed chiefly of decomposed augite, olivine, and magnetite.
The remainder consist of aggregations of black dust sprinkled through a transparent yellowish- 

green base, filling in the interstices between the grains of coral and lava, and shells of foraminifera.
The last are compound, and perforate, resembling the nummuline type, and contribute about 5 per 

cent, of the rock material. Nearly all the fragments are coated with a thin film of clear calcite, and are 
agglutinated into a compact stone by a cement of carbonate of lime and volcanic dust.

Specimen 5,049, from columnar flow at Anson’s Bay, Norfolk Island, is an eruptive rock, composed 
of multiple-iwijied crystals of plagioclase with a few of orthoclase singly twined, augite, olivine, biotite (P), 
and magnetite.

The olivine occurs chiefly in rounded grains, decomposing along the edges into a reddish and greenish 
brown mineral, much resembling biotite, and contains enclosures of magnetite.

The specific gravity of this rock is 2'83. It weathers a greyish brown ; and on freshly broken 
surfaces the crystals of felspar and grains of olivine can be readily distinguished with the unassisted eye.

The rock may therefore he classed provisionally as a plagioclase dolerite.
Specimen 5.038, from dyke at landing-place, Phillip Island. This rock consists essentially of a grey 

inicrocrystalline base of plagioclase felspar, augite, and magnetite, iu which irregularly shaped grains of 
olivine occur porphyritically.

The olivine grains arc decomposed along the edges into a reddish-brown mineral resembling biotite. 
A few small patches of glassy material arc observable in this section, and fluidal structure is very 
apparent As the stone is porous, it, is difficult to determiners specific gravity with accuracy (it is about 2'7.)

It weathers a bluish grey. This rock may be described as a porous plagioclase anamesite.
Specimen 5,039.from Phillip Island, is a friable, massive, yellowish-brown rock with dark included 

fragments, and white spots of zeolitic material infilling what have been irregularly shaped cavities.
Under the microscope the rock is seen to be composed of a semi-transparent to opaque yellowish 

brown base, enclosing volcanic Inpilli, and broken crystals of olivine and felspar.
The lapilli consists of rounded fragments of black lava, up to -i inch in diameter, some of them 

being very porous. They contain crystals of olivine and felspar in a yellowish semi-transparent base 
partly composed of glassy material. The rock is clearly fragmentary and of volcanic origin, resembling a 
basalt tuff.

Specimen 5,040, from Phillip Island, is a silieious sinter, composed of broken fragments of clear 
quartz in a milky-white, opaque, chalecdonic base.

The quartz fragments have their edges much corroded, and show numerous large cavities, besides 
zonal enclosures of magnetite.

These fragments of quartz have evidently been shattered in their present position, as many of the 
contiguous pieces fit one another. The fracture has probably been due to the expansion of gases and 
liquids imprisoned in the cavities, consequent on the relief of external pressure.

147

List of the Flora of Norfolk Island, furnished by Mr. Isaac Robinson, from descriptions by Baron Sir
F. von Miieller, K.M.G., &c.

Timber Trees.

BotnnicTfamc. Local Name.

Araucaria cxcclsa ......................................................................
Olea apntala ........................................................................
Acronjcbia Endlielierii....................................................... .......
Xanthoxylon Blackburnia.............................. ............................
Hymenanthera latifolia...............................................................
Elacoctoiidroii ('ertipenduluin ......... ...................................
Jixocarpus Australis ...................................................................
Dysoiylon Patersoumnum...........................................................
"Wickstromia Australia ...............................................................
Bologhia lueida..........................................................................

Norfolk Island pine.
Iron-wood; most durable.
Yellow-wood do.
Hoehsndle; yellow wood, good.
Beech; good, used for rails and boat-ksels.
Maple; good.*
Everlasting; durable as iron-wood.
Sharkwood ; fair,
Kurryjung; wood no good, bark useful as flax.
Bloodwood; indifferent, sap good for staining.
Evergreen; email.
Sandalwood; worthless.

Alynti emopofiort ..................... ................................................
Myoporum obscunitp............................................ ......................
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Appendix H.—coniinued.

Botanic Name, Local Name.

Excaxiam Agallocha....................................................................... Sandalwood; worthlefs.
Great white-wood ; worthless.
Ti-tree ; small, but good.

Soft-wood; worthless.
Do. do.

While onk do.
Shade-tree,

Do.
A shrub pest.
Softwoodcd-trec.

Ccltis pnnir-ulata....................................................................................
Dodonrcu viscova ..............................
Albizzia cophantlen ................................................
Pisonia Brunoniaua ......................................................... .
MoHcifcus ............................................
Lnsuimria Pntersomi................................
Enodia litoralis .........................................................
Mertva latifolia ................................................
Sida rhombifoliu.............................. ......... ..
Achy ran thes arborciccna .....................................................

Tines, Cheepeus, &c.

Von Mueller. Name.

Ptcrocirpus australis........
Cordjline llaucri ............
Muchlpnberkin australis
Cfijipnri.'j uobilis.................
Tasminum simplieifolium
Sieves angulnta ...............
Gteitonoplesium cymosuin
Melodinus Uauori ............
Xylophara biglundulosa
Couavalia obtuaifolia.......
Abutilou juliana; ...............
Salvia ...................................

Samson’s lino.

Jasmine.

Hibiscus.

Pittosporum bractcolntum
Caesia liivigata ..............
Sobmum sodommum ......

Ho nurieulatum ...
PboriniuHi tenax ...........
Cyperus .........................
Panicum crussgalli..........
Viseum orliculatum ......
Scirpus ................................
Polygonum minus ..........
Boehmeria nust ralis ......
Typha auguslifoha ......
Parmelia.........................
Marcbantia polymorpba
Vonea barbata ..............
Hypiram.........................
Lobelia anceps.................

Oleander.
Acnein.
Poison Weed. 
Tobaeeo Stuff. 
Flai,

Mistletoe.

Fire-Tree. 
Flag.

FhrN5. —F. To:
Pleris arguta, Aiton.

I>o incisn, Thunberg.
Ho marginal, Bory.
Do aquilina, Linne.

Asplenium falcatum, Lamarck.
Do japonicum.
Do nidus.
Do Robinson ii (nen) Von. Mueller.
Do umbrasum.
Do diversifohum, A. Cunninglumi.
Do rigida.

Adiantum affine, IVilldenOTv.
Do bispidulum, Swart*.

Aspidium arishstum, Swartz.
Do tenemm, Sprengel.
Do molle, Swartz.

Mrr.LiKit. ‘
Aspidium cordifolium, Bory,

Do uliginosum, Knuze, 
Cbeilantbus teuuifolia, Swartz. 
■\Voodwardia cantata, Cavnnilter. 
liypolcpis tenuifolia, Bernhardi. 
Lomana laneeolata, Sprengel. 
JIarattia fraxinea, Smitb. 
Apbioglossum vulgatum, Linne.
Poly podium pustulatum, Forster.

Do tcnalluni do.
Do acroslichoides do.

'Jricliomanes Bauerianum, Eudliclier.
Do liumilc, Forster.

Tittaria elongnta, Swartz.
Alsopbila excelsa, Brown.
Psilotum trignetrum, Brown.

Appendix I.
Memorandum.

ri . _ Department of Mines*, Geological Survey Erancli, 8 December, ISSo.
Iue red and grey shales which crop out from beneath tbe Hawkcsbury sandstones at Long 'Reef, 6 miles 
north from Manly Beach, are, in lithological charncfer, similar to, and are evidently the re-appcarance at 
the surface of, the shaly iron stone-beds which were pierced at a depth of 1,142 feet near Port Hacking, 
and which extend at the base of the Hawkcsbury sandstone formation throughout the lllawarra coal-field. 
At Bulli the main coal-seam occurs about 700’ feet below the red shales; at Coal Cliff, 829 feet; at 
Hcatbcote, S4G feet; while in the diamond-drill bore on the Holt-Sutherland Estate 1,051 feet of strata 
below them were passed through and the coal not reached ; thus showing that the strata between the red 
shales and the coal appear to thicken towards the north. "Without actual test, therefore, by boring or 
sinking, it would be impossible to predict the depth at which the coal-seams exist at Long Beef; but as 
this is the nearest point to Sydney Harbour at which the coal-measures are likely to be found closest to 
the surface, it is a matter ot considerable importauee that this locality should be prospected, for should 
workable coal be proved here it might readily be shipped at Middle Harbour.
The Under Secretary. ' C. S. WILKINSON, G.S.
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SUPERINTENDENT OF DRILLS’ REPORT.

The Superinten dent of Drills to the Under Secretary for Mines, reporting on the working 
of Diamond Drills and Water Augers, during the year 1885.

Sjr Department of Mines, Diamond Drill Branch.
In Riibmitting my first Annual Report on the workings of the Diamond Drills and Water- 

augers for the year 1885, I do myself the honor to attach to said Report the following Appendices

Diamond Drills.

Appendix A.—Return showing the locality, strata, depth bored, percentage of core extracted, 
value of diamonds used during the year, and rate per foot, exclusive of office salaries, store 
wages, and rent, also Superintendent of Drills’ travelling expenses.

Appendix B—Summary of Diamond Drills, showing the number of feet bored, total working 
cost to Department, average cost per foot, and amounts receivable for the year 1S8S.

Appendix G., Nos. 1 io 2G.—Sections of borings during the year 1883.

Water-auger?,.

Appendix D—Return showing tbe locality, depth hored,_ and rate per foot, exclusive of oflaco 
salaries, store wages, and rent, also Superintendent of Drills travelling expenses.

Appendix E.—Summary of water-augers, showing the number of feet bored, total working cost 
to Department, average cost per foot, and amounts receivable for the year 1885.

Appendix E. Nos. 1 to 22.—Sections of borings during tho year 1885.
Appendix G-.—Map of Colony of New South Wales, showing position of wells and bores, as 

published last year, with additions.
Appendix II.—Index to wells, bores.

When I took charge of the Diamond Drill Branch 011 the l-lth September last, in addition to 
my former duties as Inspector of Alines, I was fully sensible of the great responsibility I bad under
taken, and the extra work the office of Superintendent of Drills would entail, not only on my time, but also 
on my mental and physical endurance. I was very anxious that through no neglyct on my part 
should the mining community, or those interested in tho successful workings of the diamond drills, be 
inconvenienced. 1 have since left no stone unturned to perform the duties of both offices, fearlessly, and to 
the best of my ability, for tho benefit of all concerned. I beg to be allowed to add that I am very thank
ful for the great consideration which has at all times being extended to me by the heads of the Depart
ment of Alines during the last ten years, and the kindness and assistance I have at all times received from 
my fellow officers throughout the Department.

I lost no time to make myself acquainted with the duties appertaining to my new work, both in 
the office and in the field, and it will be seen that bv a return called for as to how the drill work stood 
when I took charge, that several of the drills were in difficulties, and that my task was not the easiest to 
commence with.

Particulars respecting Diamond Drills, September, 1885.

No. of Drill. Where working. Engineer in charge. Depth, Remarks.
.

feet.
Lost diamonds; was delayed in recovering 

same—diamonds forwarded September 
3rd to recommence boring.

A Clarence Siding, G.W.R.,... Thomas Burning...... 283*

2 Port Waratah..................... Alfred Goodare ......

CO Struck coal Sept, 4tli—boring through 
Kune.

3 Colo Vale............................. Alexander Roy ...... Bore finished—this drill is about to be 
removed to Bourke.

4 Apple-tree Hat, nearMinmi Robert Angus.......... 260 Lost core-barrel—trying to recover same.
5
ft

Penrith................................ John Gretton .......... 20 Bore just started.
Underground drill.

7 Dempsey Island................. T. R. Richards ...... 1,750 Bit wrenched off at bottom of bore— 
trying to recover same.

8 Monk-Wearmouth............. Henry Prycr .......... Drill just erected—sinking shaft for 
stand-pipe.

9 Bingera................ ............... M, Liston, in charge Waiting acceptance by the Melbourne 
and Sydney Diamond Co. of terms 
offered to them to put down bore at 
Bingera.

10 64 Rods jammed—tubing bore.
11 Heatncote ......................... John Hampshire...... 1,020 Cementing bore to keep sides from falling 

in and iam the rods.
12 750 No report received from the 25th July.
13 Werris Creek ..................... J. Harrington.......... 005 Struck water—testing supply.

I found tho majority of the engineers in chargeofdiamonddrills andforemen of water-augers trust
worthy, and well up in their work. Those who were not trustworthy, and neglected theirduty, have been 
discharged by me, and I have now no hesitation in stating that the present engineers in charge of diamond 
drills and foremen of water-augers with the men under them, compare very favourably with any class 01 
working men in New South Wales. The engineers of diamond drills and foremen of water-augers have 
given me great assistance by doing their best for the interest of all concerned. They have received credit 
from me when credit was due, and I have not hesitated to reprimand them when I considered them to be
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in fault. I have given them to understand that if work is worth doing it is worth doing well; and I am 
glad to be able to state that this maxim has now been adopted throughout the whole of the Diamond 
Drill Branch.

The clerks in connection with the branch, one and all, including the storekeeper, have given mo 
every possible assistance, and thereby lightened my duties considerably. Hot only have they given me a 
willing hand when required, but in all matters in connection with this branch they have done their duty 
faithfully and well, for which I tender them my sincere thanks.

I was much pleased to note in the annual report of tho late Superintendent of Drills, for the year 
1884, that an important invention had been made in a tool for the recovery of lost or fractured diamonds, 
and that a statement made out by tbe Department prior to the use of this diamond-recovering tool showed 
that the average cost per foot for diamonds used was 3s. 8d., and since the introduction of the tool the 
cost is 2s. Ofd.. As it is noted in said annual report that this diamond-recovering tool was invented 2nd 
Juno, 1884,1 was very anxious to know the result this tool had achieved during the fifteen months 
from date of invention to date of my appointment, and therefore issued a circular to all the engineers in 
charge of Q-overmnent diamond drills, vis. —

" The Engineer in charge of No. diamond drill is requested to state:—
1. What means has he adopted to recover a diamond, or fracture of a diamond, when lost in

the bore ? "
2. Has he ever used for this purpose a tool known as a tool for recovering diamonds lost in a

bore-hole; and if so, with what results?
3. Has he one of these tools with him at tho drill; and if so, the date it was received, and from

whom ? ” -
The reply to the above circular, from ten out of eleven engineers, was that they had never seen 

nor yet received such tool, hut that when losing a diamond in a bore-hole they adopted a remedy of 
their own to recover said lost diamond. One engineer of the eleven engineers written to wrote thus :— 
“.I received a tool irom the late Superintendent in July last for boring a hole iu the centre of bore, but I 
had a tool made out of steel, of my own invention, which I think is better than the one I received from 
the late Superintendent. I can make a tool out of an old bit.”

I felt much disappointed at the replies recehcd, and forthwith instructed the clerk-in-eharge to 
search the records of the Diamond Drill Branch, and to ascertain how many of these tools, known as the 
diamond-recovering tool, had been paid for or ordered. Tke result was nil. No such tool had over been 
ordered or paid for. After gathering the above information, I do not feel justified in incurring the expendi- 
tureof supplying the engineers of diamond drills with these so-called diamond-recovering tools, more espe
cially so as the late Superintendent had every opportunity of bringing the above-mentioned tool into practical 
use for fully fifteen months previous to his resignation. T am, however, glad to note that, although no dis
covery of lost diamonds has been made t trough the agency of the above-mentioned tool, the loss of diamonds 
in the bore-holes is considerably less than formerly, owing, no doubt, to the engineers in charge of diamond 
drills gaining more practical knowledge in setting" the diamonds in the working-bit, to the knowledge 
gamed in supervision as to which are the best diamonds adapted for the work, and to a thorough know
ledge of the work generally, which experience alone can teach. In the earlier times of diamond-drill 
boring in this Colony the average cost per foot for diamonds used was 3s. 8d.; in the year 1884 it was reduced 
to 2s. 0Jd. and from 1st January to 12th September, 188u, it was still further reduced to Is. 7ftd. per foot. 
Erom the 14th September to the end ot this year, since I had charge of the Diamond Drill Branch, the 
cost at per foot for diamonds used is Is. IfSd. Thus it will be seen that the average cost at per foot for 
diamonds used has gradually decreased, the average for the year being Is. Sftd. per foot.

, That the Government diamond drills have been the means to a very great extent of the recent 
rapid development of our mineral industry, especially that of coal, is generally admitted and duly 
appreciated by the public. _ These drills, while really assisting in the discovery and development of the 
great mineral wealth of this Colony, can, and should, he made self-supporting, and I have not tho least 
doubt but that in a very short time the cost of working the Government diamond drills in New South 
"Wales will be considerably lessened.

There are now thirteen drills belonging to ihe Government; of which No. A is at Clarence Siding ; 
No. 2, near Adamstown; No. 3, North Shore (St. Beonards); iNo. 4, Apple-tree Elat (Newcastle 
District); No. 5, Penrith ; No. 7, Dempsey Island ; No. 8, Bedhead (Lake Macquarie); No. 10, Luck
now ; No. 11, Heathcote ; No. 12, Pelican Flat (Lake Macquarie); No. 13, "Werris Creek.

No. 6 and No. 9 drill are in store—these arc underground drills, for which there is very little 
demand. I am also of opinion that No. 2, No. 5, and No. 10 drills may be brought-into store as soon 
as the contracts on which they are employed are completed, This would curtail expenditure, and the eight 
drills still remaining in the field would be quite sufficient for public purposes.

The most important bores put down during the year is that at Dempsey Island—1,906 feet 7 
inches, still boring* ; that at Heathcote—1,431 feet, 11 inches, still boring f; at Colo Vale, Mitta°-oii"-— 
1,181 feet; and at Pelican Elat, Lake Macquarie—1,000 feet 1 inch. D °
, The total depth bored during the year by diamond drills is 11,325 feet 4 inches, or 1,461 feet 1 
inch more than was bored in 1884. Of this total, 7,806 feet 5 inches were bored during the first Si 
months, from 1st January to 12th September, and 3,518 feet 11 inches were bored during the last 3t 
months, from 14th September to the end of tbe year. *

305 feet 6 inches was done by hand-boring during the earlier part of the year, which, although 
necessary, does not come within the scope of diamond-drill boring. °

_ The average cost at per foot for boring, exclusive of office salary, store wages, and rent, also of 
Superintendent’s travelling expenses, is, from 1st January to 12th September, 17s. 7,V1. per foot; from 
the 14th September to 31st December, 15s. 71d.; total average during the year, IGs. llf^d.

 Tire

. * Depth bored to 31st December, 1885—1,906 feet 7 inches; bore completed Cth Pebruaiv, 1886—2,001 feet 7 inches.
T Depth bored to 31st December, 1885—1,431 feet 11 inches j bore completed 3rd March, 1886—1,585 feet 7 inches.
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The total working on field cost, exclusive of all office salaries, store wages, and rent, also Superin
tendent of Drills’ travelling expenses, amounts to £9,619 18s. 6d., and the total earnings during the year, 
to £9,642 Os, 6d.; but the total cost, inclusive of all the expenditure in connection with the Diamond Drill 
Branch, amounts to £10,811 3s. 6d., or at the rate of 19s. l^d. per foot bored during the year 188S.

As stated above, the diamond drills can and should be made self-supporting, and I am confident 
that I will be able to carry this into effect before the end of the year 1886, and without any extra expense 
or inconvenience to those who employ the drills.

Percentage of core saved from 1st January to 12th September is 78'82; from 14th September to 
31st December, 79'44; total average of core saved during the year, 79 01.

Owing to several of the diamond drills being in difficulties when I took charge, the delays have 
been longer, and the cost per foot bored larger, than it otherwise would have been.

Water-augers,
There are now 11 water-augers at work in search of water—3 on road “Wilcannia to Silverton; 3 

on road Bourko to Wanaaring; 2 on Moongulla Deserve, Collarendebri; 1 at Gforian Station, near 
Walgett; 1. at Barringun ; and 1 at Hay.

The total cost of boring per foot, exclusive of cost of carriage, from 1st January to 12th Sep
tember, is at tbe rate of £1 2s. 5,Vi per foot; from 14th September to cud of yeaiy£l 18s. Od. per foot; 
total for the whole year, £1 5s, lid. per foot, inclusive of carriage £1 11s. Id.

The above appears at first sight as if the cost of boring, at per foot, had greatly increased during 
the last 34 mouths of the year, but such is really not the ease. "When I took charge, on the 14th Sep
tember last, I found that the water auger at Hay bad not been erected. Tbe augers at Moongulla, 
Collarendebri, were in difficulties. The auger at Barringun made very little progress, and the foreman of 
said auger resigned on the plea of ill-health, which caused great delays ; the foreman of the water-augers 
75 miles from Bourke to ‘Wanaaring also resigned on the pica, of ill-health; the delays, to obtain suitable 
persons to take tbe places of those who hud resigned, has added considerably to the expenditure for the 
last 34 months. Great delays have also taken place on tbe water-augers—Wilcannia to Silverton Bond, 
owing to Ministerial changes, as it was under consideration whether or not the water-augers on said road 
should be withdrawn. Tins was beyond my control. It will be seen that 131 days were lost in delays 
during tbe last 3^- months, owing to causes stated above, as against 1754 days for the first 84 months ; 
again, repairing had to be done for 171 days during the last 34 months, whereas only 3164 days were lost 
iu repairing during the first 84 months ; 40 days were lost in erecting the last 34 months, and only 694 
days for the first 84 months. This proves that, without the delays, the cost of erecting and the necessary 
repairing during the last 34 months exceeded by far the average cost of the first 84 riionths. But, by the 
latest date, the whole of the water angers, with tho exception of the one in store at Barringun, are at 
work. That at Hay is down 381 feet, and at Bourke, 531 feet; and the cost of boring, including all ex-
Senditure from whatever source, will be considerably less in future than hitherto. The total cost of boring 

uring the year, inclusive of all expenditure, is at the rate of £1 18s. Ofjd, per foot.
Total number of feet bored during the year, 3,161 feet 7 inches, or 1,628 feet 4 inches more than 

during last year.
In addition to the above 683 feet were bored for private persons, by whom part of the labour was 

supplied, the charges for which are not included here. 468 feet 6 inches were bored during the first 
84 months, and 214 feet 6 inches from 14th September to the end of the year, or at the rate of 6s. 8d, per 
foot for the first 84 months, and 4s. 24d. per foot for the last 34 months, exclusive of carriage. Or a 
grand total of 3,844 feet 7 inches were bored during the year, including the work for private parties, 
at a cost of £1 2s. 4jd. per foot without carriage, or £1 6s. 7-Sd. per foot with carriage, exclusive of 
office salaries, store wages, aud rent, also Superintendent of Drills’ travelling expenses; but inclusive of 
all expenditure from whatever source the total cost of the Department is £1 12s. Ill ;’d, per foot, or at the 
rate of 13s. O^d. per foot less than last year. (This includes service-tanks containing 918 cubic yards.)

The water-augers on the Wilcannia to Silverton Hoad have hitherto not met with much success ; 
the water, so far, obtained is only fit for stock purposes ; and, by my personal knowledge of the country, 
I have little hope that the water-augers on said roads will do much good at any time. I intend to recom
mend their withdrawal at an early date.

Mr. 0. S. Wilkinson, Government Geologist, writing on this subject, states:—Tbe country along this 
route (between Silverton and Wilcannia) consists of bills of Devonian sandstone and conglomerates and 
Silurian schists, with quart!! reefs. Between the hills are rich red sandy plains formed of sand, clay, and 
drift, filling old hollows.

Good fresh water will be scarce in these deposits; but fair stock water will probably be obtained, 
if the lowest parts or old channels under tbe plains can be discovered. The depths in some instances may 
jreaeh 350 feet. When the bed-rock is struck, it should not be bored into more than 5 feet.

The boring operations at Moongulla Reserve, Collarendebri, are going on slowly, owing to tbe great 
difficulty to get anything required forwarded from Sydney to the place of operations; some of the articles 
have been on transit nearly three months before they reached their destination.

Dour bores put down with Ho. 9 water-auger at 0 orian Station, near Harrabri, were very Successful.
With Ho. 3 bore at said station stock water was struck at 95 feet and 137 feet respectively, and at 

the depth of 158 feet fresh water was tapped, which rose within 88 feet from surface at the rate of 9,792 
gallons per day.

Ho. 4 bore tapped fresh water at 182 feet, which rose within 80 feet of surface, at the rate of 
12,672 gallons per day.

Ho. 5 boro obtained fresh water at 150 feet, which rose within 83 feet from surfacel at the rate of
12,000 gallons per day.

Ho.
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Ko. 6 bore.—Salt water was tapped at S2 feet 6 inches, which rose to 77 feet from surface, at the 
rate of 3,600 gallons per day. Good stock water at 03 feet; salt water from 00 to 104 feet; good stock 
water from 11G to 146 feet (5 inches, which rose within 75 feet 6 inches from surface ; and fresh water was 
tapped at 173 feet, which rose within 71 feet from the surface, at the rate of 1.7,280 gallons per day.

At Barringun a little salt water has been obtained.
I expect great results from the present boring operations on tho road from Bourke to Wanaaring, 

If artesian water is tapped all along this road, which, I beliexe, will be tbe case, then boring operations may 
be successfully extended on to Wanaaring, and from there on to Milparinka andTibooburra, Mount Browne 
District, In some parts the bores may have to be put down from 700 to 800 feet; but in other parts from 
400 to 500 feet will be the probable deptlis. The greatest drawback in this remote part of Tvew South Wales 
is the great scarcity of water, and if this is once overcome by artesian wells,al] the stock and wool now find
ing its way from Cooper Creek, Mount Browne and Blount Poole Districts would be directed towards tbe 
Bourke Kailway Station, and to Sydney. The bore at G unbar Koad, 13 miles from Bay, which was down 
206 feet 11 inches on 31st December, tapped fresh water at 70 feet from surface, and below this the sand- 
drifts, from a depth of Si feet to 200 feet, contain fresh water, which rose to within 02 feet of the surface.

By latest report from this bore, fresh water was tapped at 240 feet, and rose to 140 feet in four 
minutes; supply, 25,200 gallons per day. This water forced a plug of clay 20 feet long over 100 feet 
up the tubes. Whould artesian water be obtained here, which, I believe, will he the ease after a greater 
depth is reached, tho benefits accruing therefrom will be immense, not only to the Bay District, but our 
Colony at large.

The water-boring machinery could he greatly improved. One of their greatest drawbacks for general 
use is their clumsiness, which increases the cost of boring very considerably, and almost places it beyond 
the reach of private individuals. A great deal of the machinery which is made out of cast iron could be 
made out of steel, so as to reduce the weight, and thereby reduce the cost of transit,

I have, Ac.,
' W. H. J. SLEE,

Superintendent of Drills.
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APPENDIX A.

Diamond Drill Work, showing average cost per foot, exclusive of office salaries, store wages, and rent, also Superintendent of Drills’ travelling expenses.

Locality. Strata.

A
A233

56
78 8 8 8 <) 
9 
»101010u1212121212

13
13

1

1 Waratah ............................................... ..........
Do ...............................................................
Do ...............................................................

1

1 Rocky Mouth .......................................................

3

2
3

15 bores City Railway .......................................................

Do .......................................................

2
3

49

Hawkcsbury Series and Coal Measures 
Ho. do.

Lower Coal Measures ............................
Bo. do.....................................

Upper Coal Measures ............................
Do. do.....................................
Do. do.....................................
Do. do.....................................

Hawkcsbury Scries and Coal Measures
Do. do.....................................

Middle Coal Measures............................
Upper Coal Measures ............................
Hawrkesbury Series................................
Lower Mesozoic........................................
Hawkesbury Series................................
Silurian ...................................................
Upper Coal Measures ............................

Do. do. .............................
Do. do.....................................
Do. do.....................................
Do. do.....................................

Siluro-Devonian ....................................
Do. ....................................
Do. ....................................

Hawkesbury Series................................
Tertiary ...................................................

Do..........................................................
Hawkesbury Series and Coal Measures
Upper CoarMeasures............................

Do. do.....................................
Do. do.....................................
Do. do.....................................
Do. do.....................................

Devonian...................................................
Do..........................................................

From January 1st to September 12th ... 
„ September 14th to December 31st.

Less depth }>ored by Waratah Co. ......................................

Hand Boring. 
Accounted for in 1884.

Less depth bored at Railway Extension................................
Do. do. Hamilton ...............................................

1885.
Port Waratah.................................................................... ........

Do. ..............................................................................
Do. .............................................................................

East Waratah..............................................................................
Hamilton.....................................................................................

ft. in. 
49 0

264 0 
216 4

Bored by 
Hand ‘ 
Drill.

ft. in.

Depths bored.

Bored by Depth
Diamond ! of

Drill. j Bores.

fTotal depth 
bored in 

each locality

49 0 
141 0 
51 0 
25 0

ft. in.
4 6 

338 0 22 0 
65 0 

254 0

222 2 
177 0 
380 0 
343 10

681 3

204 0

109 4 
107 0 88 6

834 10

403 4 
434 3 0 6 

3,033 7 
705 4 
491 4 
657 6 
160 6 
97 11 

140 0 
103 0 
373 6 
140 0 
167 3 

1,431 11 
91 2 
93 8 

123 4 1,000 1 
246 5 
672 0 
271 0

11,326 4

7,806 5 
3,518 11

11,325 4

ft. in.
4 6 

338 0 22 0 
65 0 

303 0 
141 0 
273 2 202 0 
380 0 
343 10

681 3

403 4 
434 3 0 0 

1,033 7 
705 4 
491 4 
657 6 
160 6 
97 11 

140 0 
103 0 
637 6 
140 0 
167 3 

1,431 11 200 6 200 8 211 10 1,000 1 
246 5 
672 0 
271 0

12,160 2

ft. in.
4 6 

338 0

87 0

717 2 202 0 
380 0 
343 10

681 3

403 4 
434 3 0 6 

1,033 7

1,854 2 
160 6

340 11 
637 6

307 3 
1,431 11

613 0 

*1,246' 6

"943’ 0
12,160 2

Bv Contract .
100 0 Do.
41 0 Do.
51 0
25 0 Do. .
88 6 Do. .

305 6

Hand Boring.

Days occupied.
Rate Per-

Cost.

bored centago
per of Core

Moving. Erecting. Boring. Repairing. Idle. Holidays. Total. hour. extracted. Amounts. Per foot.

inches. £ s. d. s. d.
5 1 39 18 g 45 6’75 55 *53 103 0 7 457 10Z

17 30 137 55 3 248 14 00 19*06 672 15 5 39 91
2 10 2 18 1 33 3*30 82*57

6 20 1 3 30 4*80 78*33 211 4 n
2 4 35 20 31 2 94 12 90 86*18

y Hand D rill.
2 •» " 7 5 30 IS'OO 90-02

7 3 10 3 6 1 30 18*90 76-36 67 10 3 7 7 A52
1 7 32 19 3 2 64 16-10 61-70 240 9 5 13 ni;:

48 48
6 18 82 100 63 6 275 12-40 86-87 694 10 11 20 42
3 1 9
2 12 55 5 20 3 97 11*00 50-29 282 18 9 14 0&

18 47 26 32 1 129 13-80 8313 293 10 10 13 6}
1 1 1 0-75

5 1631 104 an 11 351 9-40 87*78 1,219 18 4 "23 7\
2 18 98 5 ii 9 143 10-70 88-19
4 16 38 7 7 1 73 19-30 67 46

17 24 50 8 7 1 107 19-70 90-99 840 12 8 » 0|
12 16 8 1 3 40 30-00 ai-46 77 3 1 9 7.}

15 6 10 1 32 9-70 51 -83
1 8 24 7 2 37 8-70 59-04

3 14 6 1 24 11-00pji 41 371 1 4 52 25-60 51*22 112 1 5 6 0
4 9 28 24 15 2 82 7-50 66-34
3 12 25 123 36 1 200 10-00 64-25 721 8 0 46 1U

11 15 255 138 35 4 458 8-40 91-87 959 15 2 13 4~i
1 3 6 1 1 1 12 60-10 84-00

4 6 1 12 50*10 80*07
2 3 4 9 79*40 98*11 100 16 10 6
9 13 120 36 98 4 286 11-90 84*79
2 2 11 e 5 3 28 33-60 64*04 977 1 6 15 SI
2 22 72 28 43 1 168 14-00 92*20
3 20 27 12 6 3 77 15*00 54*67 929 6 0 19 8}

H2| 2851 1,415J 870 mi 74 3,535 12*80 79-01 9,619 18 6 16 111}

861- 2251 0811 560 670} 40 2,470 1310 78-82 6,865 0 3 J7 7A
28 60 434 310 207 28 1,065 12-20 79*44 2,754 18 3 15 7b

112J 285| 1,4151 870 777} 74 3,535 12*80 79-01 9,619 18 6 16 11

EXTRA EXPENDITURE.

Endeavouring to recover bit set with diamonds...............................................................................
After completion of boring with proportion of balance of General Account..............................

£ s. d. 
102 0 7 
61 8 2

153 8 9

For cost, see under. 

For cost, see under.

£ s. d. £ s. d.
40 0 0
22 11 0
20 12 0

S3 3 0
7 10 0

70 36 0

161 9 0

Diamonds not recovered, value £196 18s. 4d. 
This expenditure is on account of 1884 work.

With the view of recovering the diamonds last at Maitland in 1884, the above expenditure was incurred in the early part of 1885. + The above expenditure in the early part of 1885 on account of Breakfast Creek includes wages, sundries, and carriage from and to Penrith and site.

Value of diamonds used—January 1st to September 12th... 
Do. do. do. —September 12th to December 31st

£ 8. d. 
625 1 0 
204 8 7

s. d.
1 77*6 Per ^ot. 
1 111 do.

Total value of diamonds used—January 1st to December 31st 829 9 7 1 5 £5 per foot.

W. II. J. SLEE,
Wo the undersigned certify this return of Diamond Drill Work correct. Superintendent of Drills.

J. S. McNeil.
D. McCulloch.

Drill Branch, 15th April, 1886.

412—U
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APPENDIX B.

Summary of Diamond Drills, showing number of feet bored, total working-cost to Department, average cost per foot, and amounts receivable for 1885.

No. |
of ‘ 

Drill.
Locality. Feet

bored. Waffes.

Carriage.

Bail way. Other.

Travelling
expenses. Repairs.

FA
A

2 & 13 2
3
3
4

88
91010111212

13

ft. in.
Colo Vale ..................... 4 6
Clarence Siding............. 338 0
Leconfield ..................... 87 0
Waratah......................... 476 2
East Waratah ............. 177 0
Colo Vale ......................' 380 0
North Shore ................. 343 10
Minmi............................ 681 3
Rocky Mouth................. 403 4
Euroka Creek ............. 434 3
Cobar ............................. 1 0 6
Dempsey Island .......... 1,033 7
Monk Wearmouth ___ 1,854 2
Redhead......................... 160 6
Bingera ......................... 340 11
Railway Extension___ 373 6
Lucknow ..................... 307 3
Heathcote ......................I 1,481 11
Hamilton ...................... I 308 2
Pelican Flat ................. 1,246 6
Werris Creek................. 943 0

11,325

£ s. d. 
60 0 0 

309 6 10 
127 8 0 
177 11 6 

47 2 0 
234 15 0 
101 14 8 
395 3 2 
123 0 0 
163 11 4 

25 10 0 
657 13 10 
532 3 0 

66 13 4 
135 5 0 
65 17 0 

373 1 8 
607 9 4 
59 18 6 

549 7 4 
379 3 S

Total

£ s. d. 
0 5 4 

42 7 6 2 12 1 0 11 2
"*8**6* 7
* 2* 8* *3

* i ’i*’4
18 8 0 2 0

9 3 3 
0 4 5

72 2 1

140 12 7

11,325 4 5,191 15 2 140 12

Diamonds
used.

Stores
issued.

Fuel,
Water,

and
Sundries.

Proportion 
of balance 
of general 
A* count.

Proportion 
of balance 
of general 

stores 
issued.

Office
salaries.

Store
wages.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. & s. d. £ S. d. £ s. d. £ s.
0 2 0 4 2 1 20 11 2 15 5 0 9 15 0 12 2 8 3 5

13 16 3 12 15 1 6 18 4 103 1 5 80 8 9 14 1 3 76 5 1 13 15 0 60 13 7 16 5
7 14 3 2 12 4 33 13 0 6 3 3 4 2 0 22 17 6 4 2 6 18 4 1 4 17

20 13 3 4 6 6 35 1 2 7 13 3 51 8 0 0 4 9 61 0 1 11 0 0 48 10 10 13 0
0 11 0 10 15 9 0 1 6 7 12 6 1 7 6 6 1 4 1 12
6 10 1 5 4 0 0 19 6 6 15 0 37 5 4 40 n 0 68 12 8 12 7 6 54 12 3 14 13

14 9 2 0 0 11 1 10 0 34 3 0 26 17 6 34 14 2 22 17 6 4 2 6 18 4 1 4 17
37 15 0 9 17 10 15 5 4 63 15 7 54 0 2 26 5 6 76 5 1 13 15 0 60 13 7 16 5
18 8 6 2 19 1 28 7 11 52 1 4 4 1 10 45 15 1 8 5 0 36 8 2 9 15
26 6 0 5 1 10 2 1 6 9 34 3 13 10 7 27 4 0 38 2 6 0 17 6 30 6 9 8 12

0 7 9 13 1 7 12 6 1 7 6 6 1 4 1 12
27 14 3 10 14 6 116 9 10 35 5 0 74 11 9 189 7 1 91 10 1 16 10 0 72 16 3 19 11
30 5 11 10 15 8 0 17 9 71 17 10 44 14 5 50 18 1 83 17 7 15 2 5 66 14 11 17 18
1 9 9 7 12 6 1 7 6 1 4 1 12
2 8 0 5 8 0 37 19 10 7 12 6 54 5 6 30 10 0 5 10 0 24 6 6 10

14 14 0 0 11 0 9 2 6 1 16 5 11 0 6 7 12 6 1 7 6 6 i 4 1 12
48 10 8 8 8 6 11 12 0 93 17 0 31 3 8 46 11 3 83 17 7 15 2 5 66 14 11 17 18
78 6 7 14 18 3 0 11 0 10 11 4 154 16 0 11 19 2 68 12 7 12 7 6 54 12 3 14 13
13 10 6 0 4 0 3 2 0 6 1 10 15 6 0 2 15 0 12 2 8 3 5
39 10 3 29 9 9 11 18 8 175 16 5 36 34 6 44 4 6 76 5 1 13 15 0 60 13 16 5
29 15 1 24 0 3 3 10 10 77 12 0 88 10 5 164 11 7 76 5 1 13 15 0 60 13 7 i« 5

432 0 6 148 7 0 213 8 0 829 9 7 772 10 4 730 5 6 983 13 6 m 7 4 782 15 0 210 3

1

148 7 0 213 8 0 829 9 7

Rent.

| Superin
tendent of 

' Drills’
1 travelling 
; expenses.

Total. Cost per 
foot.

Amounts 
receivable 

inclusive of 
Ministerial 

concessions.

Amounts 
receivable 

exclusive of 
Ministerial 

concessions.

Amount 
receivable 
per foot.

d. £ d. £ s. d. £ s. dJ s. d. £ s. d.
3 ; 1 io 7 1 10 10 121 9 11 j 5 12 6

io ; 7 13 2 7 14 4 765 2 4 450 10 7
2 6 11 2 6 4 238 19 0 89 0 0

8 6 2 6 6 3 6 443 7 2 451 15 8
7 1 0 15 4 0 15 5 76 14 11, 131 7 6
4! 6 17 10 6 18 ib 504 8 13 554 19 0
9 1 2 5 11 2 6 4 268 3 6 191 13 5

10 1 7 13 2 7 14 4 786 17 10 612 3 10
(i ! 4 11 11 4 12 6 338 6 10! 282 6 8

11 ' 3 16 7 3 17 2 339 11 3, 353 13 8
7 1 0 15 3 0 15 6 55 3 11 61 0 4
1 9 3 9 9 5 2 1,330 11 7 1,327 16 4
6 , 8 8 6 8 9 9 942 4 4 1,618 11 8
7 | 0 15 4 0 15 5 86 7 9 81 9 9
4 \ 3 1 3 3 1 8 315 17 7, 238 15 0
7 ' 0 15 4 0 15 5 121 6 1 150 6 6
6; 8 8 6 8 9 9 822 39 8 307 5 0
4 * 6 17 9 6 38 11 1,042 17 5 1,059 4 3
3 I 1 10 1 10 10 119 6 2 82 16 10

10 i 7 13 2 7 14 4 1,069 8 5, 878 4 0
10 1 7 13 2 7 34 4 1,021 12 11! 813 10 0

99 10 8 10,811 3 6 19 1XV 19,642 0 6 [9,642 0 6

Less
Ministerial
concesHOns,
as uncer,

viz. :—
119 7 5
153 12 6
133 6 8

406 6 7

Mr. Low, Bingera ; No. 9 drill.
Mr. Newman, Lucknow; No. 10drill. 
Mr. Blackiston, Dempsey ; No. 7 drill.

406 6

772 10 4 ! 730 5 6 983 13 6 177 782 15 0 210 3 10 | 98 15 6 I 99 30 8 ! 10,811 3 6 19 1& 9,235 13 11

W. H. J. SLEE,
We tho undersigned do hereby certify this return correct. Superintendent of Drills.

J. S. McNeil.
D. McCulloch.

Drill Branch, 22nd April, 188G.
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APPENDIX C.
Section of Bobe No. 1 (in couese of pboohess).

No. A Diamond Drill, at Clarence Siding.

Borehole, 2a in. diameter. Nature Of Strata.
Thickness of 

Strata.
Depth from 

Surface.

Standpipe

Sandstone ...

Sandstone and iron bands

Chocolate clay..............
Grey shale....................
Sandstone....................
Chocolate clay..............
Grey shale....................
Chocolate clay...............

Sandstone.....................

To 31st Deo., 188S

It. in.

11 0

144 2

40 0

6 0 
6 0 
6 4 
8 0 
3 0 
5 0

103 8

ft. in.

443—X
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APPENDIX C—continued.
Section op Bore No. 4 (from 1st Jan., 1885).

Nos. 2 and 13 Diamond Drills, at Leconfield Estate, Branxton.

Borehole 2 in, diameter. Nature ot Strata.

Bored in 1884

Conglomerate ...........................

Thin hands coal and shale

Coal ..................................................
Sandy shale baud...................
Coal ..................................................
Conglomerate band...............
Coal........................................
Conglomerate band...............
Coal.......................................................

Sandstone and shale

Conglomerate

Coal.................

Blue shale ...

Coal.................

Conglomerate

Sandstone ....

Conglomerate 

Coal ................

Shale ........

Thichness of 
Strata.

ft. in.

5 0

2 G 
1 30^
0 4
1 3 
0
1 1
0 Oi
1 6

3 6

31 0

2 10 

1 4

4 10

10 0

8 0

fi 0

1 G

5 G

Depth fro 
Surface.

ft. in. 
529 0

G16 0
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APPENDIX C—continued.
Section of Bobe No. 1.

No. 2 Diamond^Drill, at Port Waratah.

oreho 2^ iu. diameter, j Nature of Strata.

Bored by hand-drill

Grey sandstone

Shale and sandstone

Soft shale.

Shale and aandstonc

Coal

Shale and sandstone

Thickness of 
Strata.

Depth from 
Surface.

ft, in. ft. in.

Si 0

17' 0 ■

13 0

89 0

53 0

1 8

45 4

303 0
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APPENDIX G—continued.
Section of Bore No. 2,

Bored by Hand-drill, ab Port Waratah.

Borehole, 2£ in. diameter. Mature of Strata. Thickness o! 
Strata.

Depth from 
Btvrfacc.

ft. in, ft. in.

141 0

141 0

it
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APPENDIX C—ctmtiiiueil.

Section op Boise No. 3.

No. 2 Diamond Drill, at Port IVaratali.

Borehole 2i in. fliiunotcr. Nature of Strata. Thickness of Depth from 
Strata. surface.

ft. in.

51 0

2 0 

15 0

30 0

02 0

48 0

1 8 
2 0

10 0

3 0

fi 10 
3 0
1 2
7 0

ft. in.

273 2
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APPENDIX C—continued.
Section of Boee No. I.

No. 2 Diamond Drill, at Adamstown.

Borehole 2i in, diameter. Nature of Strata. ThiuknosB of 
Strata.

Depth from 
surface.

Bored by hand-drill......

I

Coarse conglomerate

Shale and sandstone

Coarse conglomerate

Shale and sandstone
Coal...........................
Shale .....................

Shale and sandstone

Shale
Coal..
Shale

Sandstone

ft. in. ! ft. in.
I

2."> 0 |

I

70 0

43 0

i 0 
0 6 
4 0

12 0

1 !) 
0 3 
G 0

27 4

1

202 0
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APPENDIX C—continued.
Skction of Boiif: No. 2 (from 1st Jan., 1885). 
No. 3 Diamond Drill, at Colo Yale, Mittagong.

I
Boroholo, 2} in. diameter. Nature of Strata. Thickness of 

Strata.
Depth from 

surface.

Bored in ]8S4

Clay shale................
Fine sand and shale.

Fine sand .......................................
Fine sandstone..............................
Fireclay, sandstone, and sand ....

Black and grey shale ....................
Black stone ..................................

Fine sand and shale.

Black shale 

Black stone 

Basalt..........

Grey stone..
Fireclay.....
Black shale

Sandstone .. 

Black stone

Basalt........

Block stone

Sandstone and shale

Sandstone, with coal points

Sandstone, with clay shale.

ft. in.

4 0 
10 0

4 0 
2 10 
8 0

0 10 
2 9

14 0

S 7

4 10

13 2

I G 
1 8 
3 3

10 1 

1 6 

11 2 

8 10

GO 0

34 G

9 0

165 S

ft. in. 
SOI 0

1,181 0
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APPENDIX C—continutd.
Sect]on of Bore No. 1 (in course of progress).

No. 3 Diamond Drill, at North Shore.

Thickness of 
Strata. Borehole Sin. diameter. wnt^™^f™11 Poin‘ <>fNature o( Strata.

Surface.

Soft sandstone and Ixmlders,

Fine conglomerate

Sandstone.as e

a e

Sandstone.

Sandstone with shale hands

Sandstone.

Shale and sandstone

343 10

401 5 Total depth,

Remarks.
Indications of water at 2S3 ft.; supply not given,
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APPENDIX C—continued.
Section of Pore.

No. 4 Diamond Drill, at Apple-tree Creek, Minmi.

Borehole,
A in di&mctcr. Nature of Strata. Thickness

of Strata.
Depth
from

surface.
Enlarged Sections.

Sandstone and shale n’ith pipc*clay bauds ........

Coal.................................................................
Sandstone, pipe-clay and coal........................

Pipe-clay and coal .........................................

Pipe-clay and coal, with shale and hard stones ..

Sandstone, pipc-clay and shale ......................

I’iiic-cUy, shale, sandstone and coal.................

Coal, sandstone and conglomciato....................

ft. in.

04 0^

1 8 
11 2

11 0

29 4$

20 4

ft. in

-a

2f-‘; - .*■

Conglomerate

Conglonicrale, shale, pipo-clay mid coal

Shaly sandstone, shale and sand, sandstone and 
grey shale...................................................

}Coal scam (A) ...............
(See enlarged section)

Grey shale .
Coni....... .Band.............Lkinl v.illi tliale.
Grey shale.......

Coal with shale.

^;

Grey shale, ccmgloincmte, sandstone and shale..

Simla and chert..................................................
Black shale and coal pipes .............................
Hard grey shale ..................................................
Black and clay shale ..........................................

i-Coal seam (R) ,

Black shale..........................
Fireclay..................................
Grey shale, clay and chert 
Fireclay
| Coal scam (C)

20 2

47

92 7

9 0

23 G
1 n (1 H 3 u

13 4

2 0

197 6

3 10
0 3

1J 9
4 7

11 C
51

101

Shale and coal pipes 

Hard grey shale ....

Coal.............................................
Shale, chcrl, and fine sandstone ,

J Coal scam (D)......................

Hard grey shale .......

Coal.............................................
Shule with coal pipes .......
Grey shale..................................

j-Coal seam {K) 

Fireclay and sand

S D

5 3
55 0

0 (i
7 0

0 M

0 4 
11

344 G

525 4

554 9

035 0

13 3 672 6

G 3 

2 0 GSl

COAL SEAM (A), at 344 ft. C in.

J Coal with hands ,

Thickness ...

ft. in.

2 1
0 3
1 G

COAL SEAM (15), at 525 ft. 4 in.

Coal ..
Stone hand ..
Coal . .. -

-Coal with hands ..

Coal ...............
Hand .................
Coal...................

Thickness

COAL SEAM (C), at 551 ft. 9 in.

9 0

ft. in

1 0
0 IS
1 n

! 7 0

0 <5n 7
0 8

. 11 0

ft. ill.

COAL SEAM (D), at 635 ft.
I ft in.

! 2 0
1 0
2 2 
0 dj

'Ihicfeness.

COAL SHAM (E), at 672 ft. 0 in.

Thickness

9 OJ

Ft. in*

1 9 
0 1

C 3
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APPENDIX C—continued.
Section of Bobe.

No. 5 Diamond Drill, at Bocky Mouth, Clarence River.

Borehole, 2j in. diameter. Nature of Strata.

S Shaft

Dark sandstone

Cement and dark sandstone 
Dark sandstone ..................

Dark sandstone, with dirty coal band, 4 in.

Dark sandstone, with clay bands.

Dark sandstone, with shale bands

Dark and light ahalo

Shale and sandstone

Shale ........................................
Shale and crystallized quartz..

Sandstone, with coal pipes.....

Dark shale and sandstone

Fine dark sandstone

Shale and conglomerate . 
Limestone.......................

Sandstone and shale

Basalt 
Shale .

Fireclay............................................
Dark shale........................................
Fireclay ...................................... .
Dark shale........................................
Dark shale, with sandstone bands

• - Shale and sandstone

Thickness of 
Strata.

ft. in.

11 6

22 8

2 6 
10 0

8 7

24 0

S 0

9 S

22 7

4 0 
3 0

5 0

49 8

65 6

7 0 
6 10

89 9

0 6 
12 7

0 2
4 4 
0 3
5 8 
7 2

22 5

Depth from 
surface.

ft. in.

403 4
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(APPENDIX 0—continued.
Section of Bore,

No. 5 Diamond Drill, at .Penrith.

Borehole 2^ In, diameter. Nature of Strata. Thickness of 
Strata.

Depth from 
surface.

| ft. ia. ft. in.

Shaft 7 10

Sandstone ..............................

Conglomerate ......................
Sandstone..............................

Sandstone and conglomerate

Sandstone..............................

Shale .....................................

Conglomerate ......................

112 e

1 11 
4 10

17 1

3 4 

12 6

4 5

Sandstone. 25 5

!
Sandstone and shale .................................................................................) 6 8

Sandstone and conglomerate with shale hands...................................... I 75 4

Grey and purple-spotted shale . 0 0

Sandstone 27 G

Shale G 8

Sandstone 8 10

Shale with sandstone bands 81 10

Sandstone 23 1

Sandstone and fine conglomerate 56 434 3
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APPENDIX C—continued. 

Section op Boer No. 1.

No. 7 Diamond Drill, at Dempsey Island.

Borehole 2 in, diameter. Nature of Strata.

F_----'Vj-r?

Bored in 1884 ........................................

Sliale and sandstone .............................

Slialy sandstone ....................................

Shale, sandstone, and shaly sandstone

lO-J;

Shaly sandstone, with small hands of coal.

Shale, sandstone, and shale

Bine shale..............................

Soft shale ..............................

Sandstone..............................

Coal and jerry
Sandstone......
Jerry ..............

■ B]ue sandstone

Shale and sandstone

Shaly sandstone 

Blue sandstone.,.

Blue shale..........

Shaly sandstone
Soft shale..........
Shaly sandstone
Coal .................
Soft shale ..........

Sandstone and shale

Coaly shale ...........................................................

Shaly sandstone, hlne shale, and conglomerate..

‘V.y 'pty'-bS.'ZY'tj

1 -■ -S^

, Coni

Blue shale...............
Slialy sandstone ...

Conglomerate ...............
Shaly sandstone ...........
Coaly shale ...................

Shaly sandstone

Conglomerate, .. 
Shaly sands'mne 
Blue shale...........

Thickness of 
Strata.

Shaly sandstone .......................................................................................
Coal ........................................................ ’

Sandy shale ...............................................................................................

Bine and coarse conglomerate ...............................................................
Conglomerate and coal pipes ..................................................................

Conglomerate ...........................................................................................
Shale ..........................................
Shaly sandstone ...............................................................................

ft, in.

90 10 

105 2

ns o

80 0

93 0

56 0

10 0

35 0

35 0

22 0 

15 0

15 0

22 0

11
2
9

13
3

12
2
7

20

7
5
9

0
0

0
0

10

2

04 0

0
1 
8

11
80 0

1 9
8 3
3 9

19 S

n 0 
13 r> 
22 4

Depth from 
surface.

ft. in. 

933 0

1,701 7

1,830 3

2,001

2,001 ft'7in71>I>th b°TOi t0 31St 1Jcoenlbc,1> iSS6> ft' 7 iu. Bore completed Oth February, 1880. Total depth,
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APPENDIX C—confirmed

Skciion of Bosk No, 1.
No. 8 Diamond Drill, at Monk-Wearmouth, near Minmi.

Borehole^
2£ in, (Jwmeter- Mature of Strata.

Soft sandstone

Sandstone, conglomerate, fiml shale bands

Shaly sandstone, with coal veins.

Sandstone .....................

Blue shale........................

Shaly sandstone............

j^Coal seam A.....................

Coaly shale and sandstone.

>Coai seam B .

Shale

Cliert and shaly sandfttone.

| Coal seam C ..

Blue shale .... 
Shaly sandstone 
Clay" shale.........

Blue shale . 

] Coal wain 1>

>: Sandstone

g

Blue shale ................................
Clay and shale........................
Soft shale and ironstone bands

^ Coal scam E ,

Shaly sandstone 

Coal ..........

Thickness 
of Strata.

Sandstone, conglomerate, and shaly sandstone

Conglomerate and sandstone, and blue shale, with 
chei-t bands .............................................

Coal..............
Conglomerate
Sandstone
C-mO .............(’.,‘c'uly slinlf*...Cnal........ .Cwal\ ihalf ..... Coal' ...........Coaly
j'lsyahalc .......
bhuly sMnil7>totif

Clscrt ..........................................

Dark shale, chert, and sandstone

Coal seam F

gC] SliuU sandstone and da)k shale .. •

ft. in. 

30 0

IIS lOi

32 7

0 9

7 10

3

8 i
C 1H

22 10

0 10

s: io

1 8

1 10 
4 a 
3 2

10 f!

9 11
0 4
1 11

29 fi

3 0 
1 7 

15 3

11 C 
4 9

10 6

11 11 
1 1

% S

0 ft 
5 10

SI 4
1 3 
i 2 II s0 8a m1 2 
O "

24 n

7 0 

7 0

101 10

Depth
from

surface.

ft. In.

107 5

182 51

270 7*

0 !

<110 10}

3» SJ

MG 0

705 i

Enlarged Sections.

COAT. SEAM A, at 167 ft. 6 in.
non] ...................Hand ........ . . •.Coal . . . .............Bartil . .. .........Co.U...................B%i tid ..................Ctvil....................IJimd ...... ..........Con). .............. ..Claj .....................C'oai................. .
............................ -Coal ...................Hand ..................
...........................Band .................C0.ll ....... ........* < 1

0 20 0 ’2 1 1

'j biiLbctt- .........
COAL SEAM 15, at 1S2 ft. &V in

ft. in
.. . .! 1 2i

ltdnd ............ . ......1 " *

• ■ - S f
:.::i » r

Coal ........... ....... i = !'Kind..............f'oul.............. . . . I 1 H
Sand‘‘lone .. .. . ...... J n 3
Chert ...........

. .. n nClav ................ , . . U 7

... 3 7
Vi 17(1 i ton r* , ........ ..... fi U
Co.il.............. .....  n «:
Bjil'I , .........

.... iiCoM ............... . .! n a
Bind .............t Oil .............ll»tld ............. .. ..! 'i iCr.M ............... ...... 1 p ti

Thickness ........
COAT. SEAM C, at 270 ft. 7$ in.

Cl.eit.............

1 3 
1 0
0 41 8
I C 
U t o f4 
f 8
■2 10
0 '*J

Tliirkiu’SS ............... I
COAL SHAM 1), at 310 ft. 303 in.

ft. in, 
0 12 0 fij

Vli i i In css ...........
COAL SEAM E, at 300 ft. S} in.

Tlinkn^s .......  ..... 13 5
COAL SEAM F, at 500 ft. 0 m
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APPENDIX C—continued.
Section of Bore No. 2.

No. 8 Diamond Drill, at Monk-Wearmouth, near Minmi.

Borehole,
2J in, diameter. Nature of Strata.

Surface clay .... w _

Soft slialy sandhtono................................

Coal........................ _ t _

SatuUtonc....................................

Coaly shale .. ....................

Sandstone ....................................

Coal..............  ......................

Shaly sandstone, coaly shale, and chert

1- Coal seam A ..................

(See ^ar!7^ techm)

• Coal seam C

^ -
Sh!tlv sandstone anil eoiiglnineritc.

M"1
Blue shale ........
Soft coaly shale

■ Coal seam D.

Sandstone, rtatit shale, anti shaly sandstone

Coal ................
Shnly sandstone 
Coaly shale . 
Coal .. , ,

Sandstone

(Thickness 
of Strata.

ft. in.

Shaly sandstone, conglomerate, and shale .

^ Coal seam B............................. ..

Shaly sandstone..............

Blue shale with ironstone bands......................

Coal................................................................

Blue shale ami shaly sandstone......................

22 T

2 f>

10 S

2 9

2:S s

4 3

11 7

B 11

9 2

G ft 

12 5

1 i

30 2

7 11

84 11

1 7 
0 G

7 H

14Fi 44

1 2 
S 1 
1 2 
2 8

ft 6

Depth
from

Surface.

ft in.

GG 3

1G9 9

229 4

324 3

491 4

Enlarged Sections.

COAL SEAM Ai at 82 ft. fl in.

ft. in.
Coal , .......... 0 11
Baud...................... 0 4

Coal .__ 1 6
Band............ ,,,, 0 3
Coal................. , 1 3
Chert................. 0 10
Coal ..................... 0 9
Band ,. . 0 7

Coal ................ 0 10

Band .................
Coal ... ............
Baud.........
Coal......................

0 1
0 11
0 5
0 4

Thickness ......... 9 n

U B, at 189 ft, 9 in.

ft. in
Coal..........
Band......................
Coal ......... ” * 0 4
Band__
Chert................... 0 2

1 3

Coal................... 1 4
Bam!....................... 0 1
Coal .... *

I c
Clay.....................
Coal.....................!
Chert ... !

0 5
0 3

Coal......... 1
Clay....................... j
Coa] ....... 1

0 4
0 6

Band .. j
Coal .............. | 0 2

1
Thickness .........i 9 2

COAL SEAM C, at 220 ft, 4 i
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APPENDIX 0—continued.

Sect ion of Bobe No. 3.
No. 8 Diamond Drill, at MonIr- Wearmouth, near Minmi.

Nature of Strata.

| ;
Thickness ^ imcKness f m
Uf&tmta. surfa(,c.

!

Enlarged Sections.

Shaft awl etancl*jiipe

Shaly eandstone ............
Piroclay and coaly bands 
Grey sandstone...............

Grey sandstone with coal partings.

Blue shale, coaly shale, sandstone, shale and 
coaly hands.................................................

Chert, dark shale with coal hands, coaly shale,
and shaly sandstone ......................................

Ironstone hand................................................
Coal..................................................................
Shaly sandstone, chert and coaly shale..........
Cool..................................................................

ft. in.

26 7

6 6 
4 6

15 1

ft. in.

Sandstone

Chert ..............
CoM..........................Chert, cuflly eliale And chestCoal ....... . ...........Ch^rt........................... .

5 Coaly shale with fireclay bands ......................

1_ Coal seam A....................
(Sc« enlarged sccliwi.)

Chert ............................... ...................
Coaly shale, sandEtone, conglomerate and shale, 

with small coal bands ...............................

Shuld with coal tonriaFireclay .............Sliale Hith ccmI hand? Fireclay....... . .. .

Coal seam B ............
{See tnfarged section.)

Shale with ironstone bands ..

Coal arvl iMtids............Firoclfli .................Coal ftQtl lunds .Cljrrt ..................... .Coal with i-mnll nlay tanils.

Clay, shalo, bandstonu and shale

J-Coal seam C. .. . .

Blue shale uith ironstone bands .

Blvic shale, aud sandstone and shale

Chert

I Coal seam B . ..
f {See e,nlar<j<ii*ci'ti> n.)

Sandstone .. ..

Sltalc and sandstone

6-1 1

39 1
0 4
1 2 
3 10 
0 11

31 8

0 31 a
1 8 
3 3
l 2

10 S

U 5

0 11 
118 10

0 91 30 31 o

32 6A

G3 4h

ii it : 
8 2 !

21 10J j 501 21

2 41 j
3 10 I

55 11 j

14 31 , 57S 01

20 St

47 0

5 0
657 0

COAL SEAM A, at 230 ft.

(Juv ....
Cwi.......Baad ... . Coal ......
Shule , ...
Coal.....

COAL SEAM B, at 373 ft. 3 in.

(State and coal bands

Ironstone .............
Bine shale . .......... .
Coal....................
Fireclay . ..............
Coal...................

Chert.................

Coal ... Bund... Coal ... Bund.. Coal ..
Ctart .

Coal .. Band ,

Coal with lamls , 
I*ireclay ,

( oul..............Band .........

TliieXiiess. ....... .
COAL SEAM C, at 501 ft. 2$ in.

CoM . ..Hand.....Coal .....Fireclay .. Coni ...
ThicJ'.nrsj..........

COAL SEAM D, nt 57S it. 0J in.

Co.il .. -.Bond.......C'yal ..... Band, .
Coal........
FirrUsij . .
CoM and band

—"j Blue shah* , 
Coal.......

631
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APPENDIX C— conlin net/.

Section op Bobe No. 1 (in course of wogress).

170

Borehole, 2*- in. diameter. 1

1
Nature of Strata, Thickness of 

Strata,
Depth from 

surface

ft. in. ft. in.

Shaft ..

Soft shale

Ironstone

Soft shale

Ironstone 

Shale .....

Cl aj .......
Soft fchale 
Ironstone . 
Ulaok shale

Fii'Cday..........................
Blaok ^halc and ciay bands
Ii onstonc...................
Block slide .....................

-Sandstone

Blue shale . 

Sandstone .
do 31st December, 1SS5.

31 0

-! oO 0

2 11 
o a

0 11

21 10

1 0 

11 1

0 4
0 0 
0 J 
2 0

17 10

4 8 

4 7
160 6
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APPENDIX C—continued.

tSliCTION OF BO HE No. J.
No. 9 Diamond Drill, at Upper Bingera.

Borehole. 2 in. diameter. Nature of Strata.

>

l|
ill

c

) KK

'is

Shaft ................... ................................

Hard grey rock or granite .

Hard grey rock, intermixed with vertical quartz Beams.

Grey rock or granite

Diorite

Brown slate
Quartz .....
Granite .....
Quartz .....
Granite

Brown slate 

Granite .....

Diorite

Thickness of 
Strata.

ft. in.

3 0

8 3

3 0

7 9

52 5

0
2
4
2

4 
0

5

23 7

Depth from 
surface.

ft* in*

m

442—Z
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APPENDIX 0—continued.

Section or Bore No. 2.
No. 9 Diamond Drill, at Upper Bingera.

Borehole, 2 in, diameter. Nature of Strata.

Diorite

Slate, stained trith copper 

Copper lode...................

Diorite......

Copper lode.

Diorite

Thickness oi 
Strata.

ft. in,

Eepth from 
surface.

ft. in.

75 0

5 0 

3 0

9 0 

1 0

47 0

140 0
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APPENDIX C—continued.
Section oe Poke No. 3.

No. 9 Diamond Drill, at Upper Bingera.

Borehole, 2 Id. dtamefcor. Nature of Strata. Thickness of 
Strata.

Depth from 
surface.

V Diorite

Gossan lode

Diorite

ft. in. ft. in.

79 0

22 0

2 0 103 0
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APPENDIX G—conlmued. 

Sectxok or Bore No. 1.

No. 10 Diamond Drill, at Lucknow, Orange.

Borel ole, 2 in. diameter. Nature of Strata.

Shaft

Soft basalt

Hard broken basalt.

Good gold alluvial

Thickness of 
Strata.

ft. in.

10 0

30 0

96 10

Depth from 
surface.

ft. in.

3 2
HO 0
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APPENDIX C—continued.

Section of Boee No. 2.
No. 10 Diamond Drill, at Lucknow, Orange.

Dorcliolo, 2 in. diameter.

Shaft

Soft sandstone and drift

Soft sandstone

Coarse sandstone

Hard grey rock

Drift

Hard grey rock

Serpentine.............. .
Total depth

Nature Of Strata, Thickness of 
Strata.

Depth from 
surface.

ft, in. ft. in.

12 0

10 0

12 0

14 0

1G 0

1 0

07 0

60 0
231 0

Note.—fU ft. ff In. of this bore pet down in 1880,
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APPENDIX G—cordinued.

_ Section of Bore.
No. II Diamond Drill, at Heathcote, Illawarra Railway.

Borehole, 3 in. difunct-cr. i Xaturc of Strata,

Sand..........

Sandstone ,

• a^ Bands sandstone and fine quartz, conglomerate and blue shale.........

Sandstone and bands sandstone, and quartz conglomerate...............

Blue shale.................................................................................................
■tT. tTya. fca '.j?

Blue shale nnd sandstone bands

Blue shale .

Chocolate ferruginous shale,- with fossil plants, thmnfeldia, &c.

Sandstone and shale in layers ................

Fireclay, sandstone, and shale in layers.

Conglomerate ...........................................................................
Sandstone....................................................................................
Shale ...........................................................................................
Pipeclay ......................................................................................
Fireclay......................................................................................
Shale ......................................................................... *...............
Pipeclay....................._................................................................
Sandstone and shale in layers ................................................
Shale with numerous fossil valves of a species of estheria ,.

Sandstone and shale

Greyish greon silicious clay shale .

Sandstone , 

Conglomerate

M Fireclay with hand of purple shale . 

Sandstone, conglomerate and shale .

3£.®.a<>o,Sj5A

Blue shale..........................................................................  *................

Sandstone and conglomerate, with concretions of brown iron ore

=] Grey shale..............................................................................................

Sandstone and shale, with concretions of brown iron ore .............

Conglomerate ........

Very fine dark gre; 
dark sandy clay.

Thickness of 
Strata.

Depth from 
surface.

Grit.....................
Compact sandstone . 
Gritty sandstone — 
Coal....................
Dark shale......................
Dark sandstone and shale . 
Dark shaly sandstone.......

- —-----Dark grey sandstone .

Coal . . . 
Dark shale .

Note.—Depth bored to 31st December, 1685, 1,431 ft. 11 in.
Bore completed Srd March, 1886. Totafdepth, 1,585 ft. 7 in.

ft. in.
3 0

33 0

94 0

77 0

7 0

3S 0

55 0

86 6

462 3

65 2

5 4
9 0
3 0
1 0
1 5
e 0
2 0

57 31
3 0

46 51

45 5

14 6

11 1

2S 1

166 91

35 5

29 Oi

23 3

44 10

13

f

s

50 4
1 0
1 0

0
4 81

, 2 0
S 6

. 1 6
. 48 i

6 i
1 9

ft.

1,813 0

1,677 9

1,685 7
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APPENDIX 0—continued.

Section of Bore No. 1.
No. 12 Diamond Drill, at Pelican Flat, Lake Macquarie.

177

UorehoJc, 3 in. diameter. Nature of Strata. Thickness 
of Strata.

Depth
from

Surface.
Enlarged Sections.

Sand

Sand, shells, aiul small pebbles 
Sandstone and conglomerate ,, 
Fireclay .. ..
Sandstone ...
Coaly band. .
Icon! seam A

S=— f (Sfr irecfion

Clay, sandstone, and conglomerate....

- ■ Sandstone, shale, and sandstone

Coal scam B.....................
{Seeenlarged section.)

fL in. 

3C 0

41 0
Hi 0 

1 Hi 
0 2 
0 1 
4 0.1

31 OJ

0 1 
2 4

SS 0

Shale and sandstone with coal pipes .| 12 f>

Shale

*•. p. ■ i‘.“' -

Sandstone and conglomerate

Conglomerate .....................

Sandstone and conglomerate

13

132 4

■’ 22 11

^■Coal scam C.

Shale

Shale

Sandstone, sandstone and conglomerate, saml 
stone...............................................................

Shale.

)-Coal scam K

’ G-

Slaty clay, shale, and sandstone
Coal........................ ...............
Sliale and clay bands .............
Coal.................. . .

Shale and Fn ml stone...............
Coal..........................................
liand.. ....................................
Coal.........................................

Shale ami sandstone ................
Conglomerate and shale ............
Coal.........................................
Shale .......................................
Coal . .................................
Cool and hands ................ .
Shale and sandstone ...............

16 3J

8 3
0 2 

11 9

16 SJ

4 10

20 10}

130 S 
3 0

26 10

1» 5
1 0 

12 2 
0 10

10 8

Shale

13 8
109 8

0 7
ft S 
O 8 
4 0

83

02 1

218 fl

473 9

COAL SEAM A, at 32 ft. 1 in.

COAL SEAM IS, at 21S ft. 9 m.

f OblHumlCOdlHandCull ,BandCoalBand
Coat..B.iiul CohI H^nd C*)Nt B indr«»iRami f ml 11 a mi . CubI Band ConilldTiilCoil
Coil..

COAL SEAM C, at 473 ft. 9 in.

510 2}

695 4

COAL SEAM T>, at 510 ft. 2} In.

*-mdstoat imd coal pipes.. 
Shnlc mul I'Otil pipta.....

Coni ..................
Shalt and coal pipes. 

Tlntkni^a ..........

COAL SEAM E. at 695 ft. 4 in.

1,000 1

ft in.
1 I*'0 <M0 y<1 441II 3
u 1
■i ni

ft. in
(i A1 fi1 lo
a 1t> ■1i a(1 2
0 r>
0 7
i .00 uc 90 e
0 •i0 5
0 o
0 2
0 4
o lo 40 2
0 4y «Sr>0 7
I* H0 2a 95 l!6 V

2C

ft. in.
0 10 2
3C K1 441
n IIn 22 40 ft?10 41
0 50 21a Hin 2i; ftU 2
1 U

1 tn s3

rt in

i P(i 40 4
2 3
n ill0 ”
i ’i
5
1 d
n ft
i a

1G s?
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APPENDIX C—continued.

Section of Poke No. 2.
No. 12 Diamond Drill, at Pelican Flat, Lake Macquarie,

Thickness ot 
Strata.

Depth from 
surface.Borehole, 3 in. diameter. Nature of Strata.

ft. in,

Tubes

Sandstone and conglomerate

Sandstone

Fireclay .. 
Sandstone 92 0

0 1 h

o ? Seam

o;o Clay, sandstone, and conglomerate

Band ....
Coal.........
Sandstone

127 4

22 6

Shale and sandstone

Sandstone 16 0

Coal and bands

Coal.........
Sandstone 246 5
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APPENDIX C—continued.

Section of Bore No. 1.

179

No. 13 Diamond Drill, at Wcrris Crook.

Depth
water

ta|i]>cd,
Height water rose from pouit 

of tapping.Nature of Strata. Borehole, 3 hi. diameter

ft. iu.

Shaft and stand-pipe

Conglomerate

Sandstone

.0

Conglomerate

Fine sandstone

Red clay .. 
Bine shale 
Sandstone 
Red clay . 
Sandstone.

Total depth.

Remarks.
Fresh water, in small quantities, tapped iu this bore at depths rain

of notice,
412—2 A
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APPENDIX 0—continued.

Section of Bore No. 2.

180

No. 13 Diamond Drill, at Werris Creek.

Thickness ot 
Stmts.

Height water rose from point 
ot tapping.

Depth water 
tapped.Nature of Strata. Borehole, 3 in. diameter. Quality.

177 0

Small boulders

Hard broken sandstone, with bands 

Conglomerate ....................................

Sandstone, with clay bands and 
pebbles .........................................

Shale and sandstone ..........................

Conglomerate, with clay and pebbles

Conglomerate

29S 11 Total depth

Remakes.
No water tapped in this bore.
24 ft. 11 in. of this bore put down in 188(1.
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APFEtDIX D.
Eepobt of Water-auger Work for the year 1885, exclusive of office salaried, store wages and rent, also for Superintendent of Drills’ travelling expenses.

No. of 
Bores 
put 

down.

1 1

s
Days occupied.

1-------------------------------------
r Depths.

i

I Cost per foot.

No. of 
Machine. Locality.

; fee
.5

th
•S
13>»

si
.5

fee.a

bi)a

§. J?

ae
•3 if

Ha
«

3
Each bore. Total.

Rate bored 
per day. Cost of Carriage.

Working Cost 
exclusive of 

Carriage.

Working Cost 
inclusive of 
Carriage. Exclusive of 

Carriage. Total.

1

& § 8 £ P? g

3, 2&3 D 1 291 9| 37%
18

1 2 81
ft. in. 
71 6

ft. in. ft. in.
2 4f
9 6

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. s. d. s. d.

E 4 28 3 53 266 0 ■
F ' 6 17 63 1 54 9 2 3 155 t 321 7 6£9 1 5 1} 50 5 5 987 3 7 1,037 9 0 ■

31 51 Including cost for excavating Tanks, as under.** Z9 ilg-
4 6 711

34
20} 22 51 165 { 197 6 197 6 2 9J

3 11*
19 5 3 280 10 9 

230 12 8
300 2 0 
342 14 0

28 51 ?? hlt4 & 0 1 6 12 25 70 1 148 . 134 0J 134 0 112 1 4

7 1 27 151
4

9.|
16§

5 21 ia 91 ! 104 0 ........... 10 lift 
8 02 § 5 24 311 86 » 132 0 236 0 94 16 6 255 8 9 850 5 4 "si ”71 eft

7 1 15 10 28 42 28 1 124 192 2 192 2 6 10ft 66 17 6 ISO 4 9 247 2 3 18 9*

5 B 6 151
99

n 7 11 1 2 > 90 0 S 1013
0 9* 
2 3|
1 5} 

12 6}
1 6

O 3 4 27 17 o 7 159 J 75 8
i E ” ” 4 4 24 24 12 5 73 * 55 2 i

8 A " " 74 1 78 2 4 159 - 107 10
... .

A " " 19 20 3 42 236 4 ........ 3 Tube-relieving bores.
D

!> fi
0 11 70 14 3 2 6 112 105 3

10 < L
1) 1)

3 9 3 15 26 10 2 11}
6 1}
8 6}

K .. t.
1 2 11 2 16 56 0

J 5 1 38 11 n 2 62 210 91 J n >. 4 44 7 13 7 6 81 321 10 7 3f
3 Oft

4 Tube do bores.including cost for excavating Tanks, as under.H
i> ,) 6

....
3 83 40 139 250 3 1,535 11 341 2 7 1,777 13 2

384 9 10

2,118 15 9

516 IS 7

23 If

37 IU

27 7ft
49 liftu i 1 Hay ............................................................................................................... 22 44 7 36 3 112 206 11 206 11 4 8ft 132 S 9

" ii
25 Total........ .................... .............. 98 109| 810} 52 487} 306} 23 32 1,918 3,161 7 3,161 7 3 lOf 816 17 4 4,096 9 7 4,913 6 11 25 11 31 1

94 691
40

5441
266

52 3161
171

175}
131

11 21 1,284
634

2,458 5 
703 2

4 6ft 764 13 9 2,760 6 8 
1,336 2 11

3,525 0 6 
1,388 6 6

22 5ft
38 0

28 8J- 
39 534 11 11 2 7| 52 3 7

98 109£ 810} 52 487} 3061 22 32 1,918 3,161 7 3,161 7 3 101 816 17 4 4,006 9 7 4,913 6 11 25 11 31 1

The following Bores were put down by private persons, by whom part of the labour was supplied, the charges for which are not included here -
9 2 1 19 41 2 ... 63 5 0 5 0

8 3 10 21 2 6 6 2 ... i1 60 159 6 7 7} ............
4 ** 4 4 22 2 8 17 1 ... 1 68 194 0 8 of

3 20 3 12 28 ... (>0 151 0 7 6|
6 11 6 17 1 12 27 2 ___ 76 173 6 io 2!

.
v 5 Total........................................................................... 13 23 81 8 57 119 7 313 683 0 683 0 8 5ft 6 11 7 201 1 6 207 13 1 5 10$ 6 OU

t 30 Grand Total............................................................... 116 132} 891} 60 544j 425} 29 32 2,231 8,844 7 3,844 7 4 3} 823 8 11 4,297 11 1 6,121 0 0 22 4i 26 7§

Private Work, Q-orian.

• January 1st to September 12th.................................................................................................. 7 n ■ 68 4 36 92 5 .... 219 468 6 8 0}} 6 4 7 156 2 6 162 7 1 6 8 6 lift
September 14th to December 31st ............................................................................................... 11 6 23 4 21 27 0 .... j 94 214 6 9 3 it 0 7 0 44 19 0 45 6 0 4 2} 4 2*

18 23 81 8 67 119 7 .... | 813 683 0 683 0 8 5* 6 11 7 201 1 6 207 13 1 5 10} 6 0}}

Glrand Total.

t January 1st to September 12th. 
September 14th to December 3let

101
15

86} ! 602} ! 56 1 352} 
46 j 289 j 4 | 192"

267|
158

16
13

21
11

1,503
728

2,926 11 
917 8

4 10*
3 2}

770 18 4
52 10 7

2,916 9 2 
1,381 1 11

3,687 7 6 
1,433 12 6

19 11|
30 1ft

25 2* 
31 2*

lie 132| 891£ 60 ! 544} 425} 29 32 2,231 3,844 7 3,844 7 4 3} 823 8 11 4,297 11 1 5,121 0 0 22 41 26 7}

Service Tanks.

Cubic yards.

Road Bourke to Wanaaring.—-Foremen Ford and Carmichael |
Bores E and F, at 75 and 94 mile-posts—size not given...................................... ...................................... capacity ~ 608

Road Wilcannia to Silverion.—Foremen Holmes and Wright. |
Bore A, at Outer Netallie—size not given.............................................. ....................................................... = 3°

„ C, atC.R. 605 „ „   „ = 50
,, D, atC.R. 606 ,, ,,   ,, - 45
„ E, atC.R. 607 „ „      „ =, 30
,, H, at Yancowinna Plains ,, ....................................................................................................... =i 65
„ J, at 64-mile W.R. „ „       „ = 90

310

Total................................................................... 918

W. H. J. SLEE,
We the undersigned do hereby certify this return to bo correct,— Superintendent of Drills,

J. S. McNeil.
D. McCulloch.

Drill Branch, 1st May, 1886.

APPENDIX E.

Scini.uiv of Water-augers, showing number of feet bored, total working cost to Department, average cost per foot, and amounts receivable for 1885.

So. of 
Auger.

1, 2, & 3 
4

4 & 6 
7 
7

5, 8, & 10 
11

Locality. ! Feet bored.

Carriage.

Wages.
Railway, j Other.

; Travelling 
expenses. Repairs. Stores

issued. Sundries.
Proportion 
of balance 
of general 
account.

Proportion 
of balance 
of general 

stores issued.

Office
salaries.

Store
wages. Rent.

Super
intendent of 

xirills’ 
travelling 
expenses.

Total. Cost 
per foot.

Amount
receivable.

1

Amount 
receivable 
per foot.

Bourke ... 
Angledool. 
Moongulla. 
Goodooga . 
Barringun., 
Wilcannia. 
Hay ........

Total.............................................................................. I 3,161

Gorian 683 0 140 10 0

Grand Total 3,844 7 13,174 15 5

4 5 3 12 4 6

41 13 4 I 758 15 4 j 250 10 9

ft. in.
1
1 £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 9. a. £ 9. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d„ £ 8, d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

659 1 I 738 11 7 2 17 9 40 8 3 37 11 10 28 2 0 53 7 3 44 19 11 83 9 0 8 1 5 242 3 6 65 1 11 30 11 11 30 18 0 1,406 4 4
197 6 | 210 3 4 5 0 10 13 1 3 20 2 6 2 0 6 26 11 6 7 17 0 13 18 2 , 1 6 11 40 7 2 10 17 0 1 5 2 0 5 3 0 361 H 2
134 0 ; 135 0 0 109 15 0 5 14 0 2 7 3 33 16 6 25 11 2 27 16 4 i 2 13 9 80 14 5 21 14 0 1 10 3 11 10 6 0 465 12 4
236 0 1 161 12 4 93 9 5 23 7 0 7 0 6 4 0 2 53 0 1 16 4 5 ' 1 11 5 47 1 9 12 13 2 | 5 19 0 6 0 1 421 19 4
192 2 5 109 10 8 5 3 6 60 14 9 7 10 0 7 6 1 14 14 0 29 9 1 11 11 9; 1 2 5 33 12 8 9 0 10 i 4 5 0 4 5 10 298 6 7

1,535 11 ! 1,521 18 2 6 18 3 327 4 11 84 6 3 44 2 3 17 17 0 24 18 6 83 9 ° 8 1 5 242 3 6 65 1 11 [ 30 11 11 SO 18 0 2,487 11 1
206 11 j 167 9 4 21 13 0 109 16 6 60 0 8 2 2 g 105 12 11 37 9 7 11 11 si 1 2 5 33 13 9 0 10 ! 4 5 0 4 5 10 568 3 4

3,161 7 j 3,034 6 5 41 13 4 754 10 1 238 12 3 93 1 0 255 19 4 223 5 4 248 0 5 j 23 19 9 719 16 1 193 9 8 i
i

90 18 9 91 16 9 6,009 8 2

11 15 3 S 8 0
93 1 0 | 267 14 7 i 231 13 4

S !

27 16 4

275 16 9

2 13 9 80 14 4 I 21 14 0 | 10 4 0

800 10 5 , 215 3 8 j 101 2 9

s. d. £ s d.

38 0,%

s. d.

10 6 0 330 11 5 9 Sh

102 2 9 6,339 19 7 32 HU

278 9 2 8 1$

W. II. J. SLEE,
We the undersigned do hereby certify this return to be correct,— Superintendent of Drills.

J. S. McNeil.
D. McCulloch.

Drill Branch, 4th May, 1880. 

442—
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APPENDIX F.

183

Section of Boke No. D {from 1st Jan., 1885).

No. 1 Water Auger, at 5 7-mile Post, road Bourke to Wanaaring.

Height water rose Irom point 
of tapping.Nature of Strata. quality.

Surface.

23 0

110 0

474 0 Bored in 1884

Brackish 349 0

427 0Fresh ...

limestone................................
Sandstone, limestone, and clay19 6

boulders .........................................
Clay, shale, and sandstone, with 

traces of fossil plants and shells ...
36 6

TiEMAKK.H.

Salt water tapped from 23 ft. to 110 ft.; stands at 23 ft. from surface.
Brackish water tapped at 349 ft, ; rose to 3 ft. over surface. Rate, 720 gals, per day; increased to 2,500 gals.
Fresh ,, ,, 427 ft.; ,, 3 ft. 3 in. over surface. Bate, 4,320 gals, per day.
During course of testing the supply of water met with the salt and fresh water were made to flow over the surface, 

each distinctly—the fresh issuing from the 4-inch tubes, and the salt from the 5-inch
At 452 ft. passed through large quantities of decomposed shells {one shell petrified).
At 484 ft. found fossil shells in the core.
At 541 ft. passed through 6 in. of fossil wood.
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APPENDJX V—continued. 

Section of Bore No. E.

No. 2 Water Auger, at 75-mile Post, road Bourke to Wanaaring.

Height writer rose from point 
o( tapping.Nature of Strata,

ft. in

Grey clay

White sandstone

While clay

S 0 Red clay

23 0 Grey and yellow clay veins and 
rotten sandstone..............................

42 0 ■ Black clay

Black clay, pith grey streaks45 0

13 0 I Black and grey clay

Black and grey clay, p ith layers of 
black slate .....................................

10 0

Black and grey clay 
Stone........................

Stone and grey sand 
Grey granite .........

Total depth.

Remark1;.
Salt water tapped at S ft. ; stood at £ ft. ; rate, 4,000 gals, day

l
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APPENDIX l-condnueJ.

Section of Bore No. P.
No, 2 Water Auger, at 94-mile Post, roail Bourke to Wanaaring.

Thickness of 
Strata. Nature of Strata. Borehole. Height water rose from point 

Of tapping. Quality.
Depth
\sater

tajijxxt.

Salt,

ft. in.

22 0
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APPENDIX F—continued.
Section of Bore No. 6 {from 1st Jan., 1885).

No. 4 Water Auger, at Sandridgo Reserve, Angledool.

Depth
water

tapped.
Height water rose from point 

of tapping.Nature of Strata. Quality.

ft. in. Surface.

—> xTii...»fTV" 50 0

Bored in 1884293 0

112 0

150 0

//////,

Soft eandatone with clay partings....157 0

442 0
Brown coal .........

Soft sandstone .25 0

Hard sandstone

490 6

490 6 Total depth

Remarks.

Salt water tapped at 50 ft. ; stood at 50 ft. ; rate, 4,800 gals, per day.
■ > i, 112 ft. ; rose to 50 ft. ; ,, 7,200 ,, ,

... 150 ft.; „ 50 ft.; ,, 10,000 „ „
Salt water m groat quantities from 50 to 150 fb., bursting up every few feet. 
Salt water tapped at 442 ft.; rose to 4S ft. ; rate, 240 gals, per day.

>i ,, 490ft. Gin. ; rose to 48ft.
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APPENDIX F—continued.

187

Section’ op Bore No, 1 (in course or progress). 

Nos. 4 and 6 Water Augers, at Moongulla Reserve.

ThtCkncBS Of 
Strata, Nature of Strata, Borehole. Height water rose from point 

of tapping. Quality.
Depth
water

tapped.

ft. iu. Surface. ft, iu,

1
_ i~ •

31 0 Dry mixed clay ..................................

iH
i

17 0
r.*;

u ___  , ik. Q*U 48 0

*,* ,'6

"i '-Xo

:w.V
fczxffi

1

1

o* v
dvdiiv 

/.; </ v -

**■\yyss-

SI 0 Drift Band, mixed ............................. ’:0.i
rviV:?:

Vv’cv4
■■Vd*. - Sll

:V.

18
iiV-’o:-

Oa

x-
i'fr’iw

A'.

V/.qV?v

‘.vi'-'fc *,

•■O':’.0 *;■■rj '0 ■■.O,' ;
'* ‘C-*

5 0 Clay ........................................

s!.L TOM'
i.T/itpif

134 0 To 31st Dec., 1885.

Remarks,
Salt water tapped at 48 feet below surface,
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APPENDIX F—eonUinW.

Section op Bore No. B,

No. 5 Water Auger, at C.R, 604, road Wilcannia to Silverton.

Height water rose from point 
ot tapping.Thickness ot 

Strata. Borehole.Nature of Strata.

Surface,ft. in.

Fine sand

Grev mottled c!avCG C

Purple clay10 0

12 0

Sand drift 110 0Fresh

Stiff grey clay
120 0Fresh

Sand drift

HiS GFreshStiff grey clay
142 0Sand drift
145 G

14G G Total depth.

Hem auks.

Good stock water tapped at 110 ft. ; rose to 103 ft. below surface ; rate, 720 gals, per day.
„ „ „ 120 ft.; „ 105 ft. „ „ 1.440 „
,, ,, ,, 13S ft. G in.; rose to 105 ft. below surface ; rate, 1,440 gals, per day
„ „ ,, 142 ft. ; rose to 105 ft. below surface ; rate, 1,440 gals, per day.
,, ,, „ 145 ft. 6 in. ; rose to 103 ft. below surface ; rate, 1,440 gals, per day>J >1 1> 1'T*/ U J11' *

5G ft. 0 in. of this bore put down in 1SS4.
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APPENDIX E—continued.

Section- of Boke No. C.

No. 5 Water Auger, at C.R. 005, road Wilcannia to Silverton.

Thickness of 
Strata.

Height water rose from point 
of tapping.Nature of Strata. Borehole.

Surface. ft. in,

Stony clays and gypsum

Green rock

Hard rock55 2

75 8 Total depth,

Remabes,
Salt water tapped at 10 feet below surface.

442—2 B
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APPENDIX T?—continued.
Sectios of Bore No. E (ry course of progress).

No. 5 Water Auger, at C. R. 607, road Wilcannia to Silverton.

Thickness of 
Strata. Nature of Strata. Borehole. Height water rose from point 

of topping. Quality.
Depth
water

topped,

ft in Surface, ft. in.

S 0

5 2

Shaft....................................................

Stiff red clay and gravel boulders

34 11 Iron wnd sandstone, and gravel
SI

4 0 Boulder drift ......................................

3 1 Isforuo:

55 2 To 31st Dee., 1885.

Remarks,

No water tapped in this bore up to date
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APPENDIX F—continued. 

Section of Bore No. 1.

No. 7 Water Auger, at Goodooga.

Thickness of 
Strata. Nature of Strata. Borehole. Height water rose from point 

of tapping.

ft. in.

10 0

17 0

3 0

10 0

3 0

7 0

3 0

13 0

4 0

6 0

28 0

104 0

Surface.

Shaft {light blue clay) ......................

Light blue clay {stiff)

Red sand.............................................

Red and grey sand..............................

Light yellowish sand

Fine white sand........

Light yellowish sand.

Stiff light blue clay

Light grey clay with gypsum..........

Light sandy clay ..............................

Fine drift sand with sandstone 
boulders ..........................................

Total depth.

h-'.'oL,

A'^ii

'Jtrrr

O.’-zo-

, 0 ' C %

■uy.-; 

p'%"

v:-^UVn.-:

' - " ■ <0

".'.'Tt;

'■‘vy-O

OjV-
rra v

;;;o ■t*.

L<J^.

j 'T^O/. -V

* - * • ■ v ‘i

'{■sB

Ofa.X

Rehabks.

/TV

Quality.
Depth
water

tapped.

It.

Fresh ..

, Fresh water tapped at 68 ft.; rose to GO ft. below surface ; rate, 24,000 gals, per day. 
be obtained from^hiTbore1,86 remarks ttlat hy the use of ProPel‘ ttrPliances a supply of at least 2,000 gals, per hour could
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APPENDIX E—continued.
Secttoh1 or Boke No. 2.

No. 7 Water Auger, at Goodooga.

Height water rose from point 
of tapping.

Thickness of 
Strata.

waterNature of Strata, Borehole.
tapped.

ft. in.Surface.

10 0
(Clay 5 ft.

.C-' ^

58 0 Sand..

67 0

28 0 Sand with clay bands about J in.
thick...............................................

9 0

29 0

TSTiite sandstone3 0

132 0 Total depth.

Rkiiarks. •
Fresh water tapped at 67 feet; rose to 62 feet below surface ; rate, 24,000 gals, per day.
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APPENDIX F—continued.

Section op Bore No. 1 (in course op progress).
No. 7 'Wator Auger, at Barringun.

Height water rose from point 
of tapping. QualityNature of Strata.

Surface.ft. in.

10 0

Black clay10 0

Sanrly clay mixed with limestone ...

52 038 0 Sands of different colours in layers...

' 3 C | W hite clay

4 3 Cemented clay, red and white.. ..

SO 6 ' G rey and red clayey shale ....

Conglomerate

102 2

.Rejiarks.

Salt water tapped at 52 ft. below surface.
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APPENDIX -continued.
Section op Bore No. A (from 1st Jan., 18S5).

Nos. 5 and 8 Water Auger, at Outer Netallie, Road Wilcannia to Silverton.

Height water rose from poir.t 
ol tapping.Nature of Strata.

Surface. ft. to.

SO 0

212 0 Bored in 1SSI

Salt...... 120 0

Salt....... 105 0

15 6 Fine sand-drift ...
Blue clay and sand and clay

mixed . 
Drift sand17 0

15 0 Drift sand and avater-worn 
pebbles..................................... Salt ... 255 0

3 0 Hard blue day

21 0 ,q o. c.
clay, and stones....

Brackish
Brackish

290 0
5 3 Swelling clays
1 3 | Sand-drift ....

21 10 Mud and drift

293 0

3 0 Sand-drift and coarse white
quartz gravel..........................

319 10 Total depth,

Salt water tapped at 80 ft. ; rose to 70 ft, below surface.
>■ >> at 120 ft., ,, 70 ft. ,, rate, 2,000 gals, per day.

Salt water and drift sand from 195 to 255 ft., rising to 75 ft. of surface.
Brackish water tapped at 290 ft. ; rose to 70 ft. below surface; rate, 2,000 gals, per day. 

ii i, 293 ft.; ,, 113 ft. ,, ,, ,, ,,
Bores put down to relieve tubes at Bore A :—

First Bore................................................................................  90 ft. deep.
Second „ .................................................................................  S6 ft. 4in. „
Third „ ................................................................................. 60 ft. „
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APPENDIX F—continved.

Seci'ton op Boee No. D (ty course op proceess).

No. 8 Water Auger, at C.R. 003, lioad Wilcannia to Silverton.

Height water rose from point 
of tapping.Nature of Strata. Borehole. Quality.

Surface.

14 0 Shaft, cemented gravels ..

Red sandstone rock

2 0 Hard conglomerate rock

Hard grey rock

Hard white sandstone

3 9

Pipeclay .4 9

Hard rock.

Hard grey shale

Hard rock.........

Hard pipeclay,,.

2 fi

9 4 Sandstone rock

IS 9 Hard white rock

Hard red and mottled rock ....

Hard white rock

lUjMAKKS.
No water tapped in this horc up to date.
A trial bore was put down near the site of bore H, and bottomed on hard siticious rock at a depth of 31 ft, 6 in.
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APPENDIX F—continued.

Section of Bore No. 3.
No. 9 Water Auger, at Gonoa Station, Narrabri.

Thickness of 
Strata. Nature Ol Strata. Borehole. Height water rose from point 

of topping. Quality.
Depth
water

topped.

ft. in.

24 0

22 0

Surface.

Good stock

ft, in.

95

Good stock 137 0

Fresh 158 0

Remarks,

Good stock water tapped at 95 ft. ; rose to 90 ft. below surface. Rate, 480 gals, per day.
,, „ ,, 137 ft.; rose to 86 ft. 6 in. below surface. Rate, 9,120 gals, per day.

Fresh water tapped at 158 ft. ; rose to 88 ft. below surface, Rate, 9,792 gals, per day.
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APPENDIX "E—continued.

Section of Bore No. 4.
No. 9 Water Auger, at GOrion Station, Narrabri.

Salt water tapped at 91 ft.; stood at 91 ft, below surface.
Good stock water tapped at 130 ft. 6 in.; rose to 87 ft. below surface. Rate, 12,980 gals, per day.

>• .. » 153 ft. „ „ 90 ft. „ „ 3,360 „
Fresl1 » » 182 ft. „ „ 82 ft. „ „ 12,672 „

442—S 0
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APPENDIX F—continued.

Section op Bore No. 5.
No. 9 Water Auger, at Gorioe Station, Narrabri.

Height water rose from point of 
tapping.Thickness o 

Strata.
Quality.Borehole.Nature of Strata.

ft, in,Surface.

10 0

Hard dry sand45 0

Sand and pebbles22 6

2 6

91 0

Sand-drift, boulders, and clay.30 0

111 0Good stock

Sand-drift and boulders . o

20 0

Brackish 146 0
9 0 150 0

Total depth151 0

Salt water tapped at 91 ft,; rose to 77 ft. below surface 
Good stock water „ 111 ft. ; ,, 77 ft. „
Brackish ,, „ 146 ft.; ,, 76 ft. ,,
Fresh ,, „ 150 ft.; „ 83 ft. ,,

rate 7,200 gals, per day. 
,, 9,600 ,, ,,
,, 12,090 ,, „
,, 12,000 ,, ,,
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Thickness 
of Strata.

ft, in. 

9 6

3 6

10 0

9 0

5 0

6 0

37 0

74 0

13 0 

3 6

173 6

.199

APPENDIX F—continued.

Section of Bore No. 6 (in course of progress),
No. 9 Water Auger, at Gorion Station, Narrabri.

Nature of Strata. Borehole,
Depth
water

tapped.

Sand and clay............

Cemented sand............

Sand and pebbles........

Clay, sand, and boulders

Sand-drift and clay 
layers

Red mullock and pebbles 

Sand-drift and clay ...

To 31st Dec., 1885.

Remarks.
Salt water tapped at 82 ft. 6 in, ; rose to 77 i 

,, „ 90 ft. 6 in. ; ,,
Good stock water tapped at 93 ft. ; ,,
Salt water tapped at 99 ft. 6 in. ; ,,

,, „ 104 ft, 6 in, ; „
Good stock water tapped at 116 ft, ; ,,

,, ,, 133 ft. ; ,,
. „ „ 143 ft. ..

„ ,, 146 ft. 6 in. ; rose to 75 ft. 6 in. below surface; rate, 12,096 \
Fresh water tapped at 173 ft.; rose to 71 ft. below surface; rate, 17)280 gals, per day.

77 ft. 6 in. below surface : rate, 3,600 gals, per day
74 ft. „ „ 6,000 „
76 ft. „ it 6,000 jt
80 ft. it i> 4,800 »
74 ft. M »Hooo „
72 ft, 6 in. „ ,* 12,000 „
74 ft. ,, )j 12,000 i.
76 ft. „ tt 10,800 „

s. per day.
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APPENDIX continued.
SECTioy of Kobe No. L (fhosi 1st Jan,, 1885).

No. 10 "Water Auger, at C.R, 012, Jtoad Wilcaunia to Silvertou.

200

Depth
water

tapped.
Thickness of 

Strata. Height water rose from pointNature of Strata, Quality.

Surface,

62 n Bored in 1884

Slate, quartz, mica, with fine sea ms 
of clay .......... ..................................

Very hard sandstone

Slate and quartz...,

Sandstone..............

Quartz and granite.

Brackish

Granite and quartz

Total depth.89 9

Keiiarks.

Brackish water tapped at 80 ft. 3 in. ; rose to 71 ft. 3 in. below surface. 
Note.—This water very brackish, and not fit for stock.
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APPENDIX F—continued.
Section of Bore K.

No. 10 Water Auger, at W.R.. 545, Road Wilcannia to Silverton.

201

Depth
water

tapped.
Height water rose from point of 

tapping.
Nature of Strata. Borehole. Quality.

ft in. Surface. ft, in

Red loam

Gravel

Clay and sand and quartz..

IS 0 Hard sandstone

49 0

Granite and ironstone

56 0 Total depth.

It BN AUKS.

Water tapped at 49 ft,; rose to 39 feet below surface.
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APPENDIX F—continued. '
Sectiof op Boee No. J.

No. 10 "Water Auger, at 61-mile Water Deserve, Road. Wilcannia to Silverton.

Depth
water

tapped
Heiffht water rose from point 
_ of tapping.

Thickness of 
Strata. Borehole.Nature of Strata.

Surface, ft. in
Loam
Bed cUy and heavy gravel ‘o'.o O

Red clay, quartz, sand and brown 
clay .......................................

White sand

Hard white clay

White Band and quartz .,.

White and brown sand and clay...

Blue clay

Hard sandstone .,
Blue clay..........
'White clay .......
Brown sand
Fine water-worn quartz 
White clay.................
Sand and pipe-clay......
Fine white sand.........

ie’-'aV
Red and yellow

Total depth210 0

Remarks.

No water tapped in this bore.
Bores put down to relieve tubes at bore J. 

No. 1 bore, 107 ft. 10 in. deep.
„ 2 „ 117 ft. „
,, 3 ,, 5/ ft. ,,
„ 4 „ 40 ft. „
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APPENDIX F—continued.

Section of Bore No. II (in course of progress).
No. 10 Water Auger, at Yancowinna Plains, Road Wilcannia to Silverton.

Height water rose from point of 
tapping. Quality.Borehole.Nature of Strata. tapped.

Surface.ft. in.

Ked sand

Grey sand .

Yellow sand and loam ...

Grey sand and pipeclay ",
Pine yellow sand ...... .
Coarse sand and ironstone 
Grey'.sands tone ............

44 4 White pipeclay

15 6 Brown clay and sand

13 0 Yellow clay

10 G Brown sandy clay

10 G

46 9 Yellow sandy clay

250 3

Bemakks.
No water tapped in this bore up to date
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APl’EXDIX —contimuhl.
Section of Bobe jNro. ] (in’ coubse of proobess).

No. 11 'Water Auger, at G unbar Bond. Hay.

Thickness of 
Strata. Height water rose from point 

of tapping.
Katurc of Strata. Quality.

Surface.

Brown and green clay ...

Green and yellow clay, with very 
stiff cement and sand seams......

Pine white sand-drift 
Coarse sand ...........
Stiff grey clay

Grey, yellow, and brown ferruginous 
clay .......................................

Fresh ... 75 0
Grey and yellow ferruginous clay ..

84 0

Fine clear sand and fresh water

Coarse quartz sand

Grey and brown clay

Marly clay and sand.....
Stiff grey and brown clay

Clayey sand.

Sand-drift.. 157 0

Sandy and marly clay

Drift sand Fresh ... 184 0

Conglomerate

206 11

•K.E.MARKS.

Fresh water tapped at 75 ft ; stood at 75 ft. below surface.
’> jj 84 ft. ; rose to 75 ft. below surface ; rate, 3,600 gals, ner day.157 ft; „ 68 ft. „ ' > ’ B f J
>■ » 184 ft; „ 62 ft „ „ 2,640 „

rate of "ah o uTTeoo gal sF pe/d ay^^ °* 84 feet ^ 200 coutail1 frc3h ™ter, rising to within 62 feet of surface, at th
o- ^By iatest reportsfrom this bore, fresh water was tipped at 240 feet, and rose 140 feet in four minutes; supply 
2o, 200 gals, per day. L his water forced up a plug of clay 20 feet long over 100 feet up the tubes,
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APPENDIX G.

28

30

01

$

36

m

xf
%

X S L A

Brisbane

4^.

4^ — a

' Huka 
Vamba.

Belli n^en R. 

fNambucca R.

B-
^SmohyC

>onogora Pt

Macquarie 
'Tacking pt

NEW SOUTH mLES
iTd)

TarqunarP

bintOangei
/Cudgen

^C. Byron

y BaJlina

to

30

31

'Narrabcen lag 
^rt Jackson

sr borough
ft*

U h ■ it Hyuut jj'*er' ‘'P^ong
/ 8laCl' ^
* Shoalh ivcn R

EXPLIMT/CW dr COLORS 

© Shews Fresh Water'

Shews Salt Tfater 

© Shews BmxMsh Miter

Shews Fresh ^Artesian hhter 

O Shews whvre rw i/ae/htiy &FwaFrisyieew

:i4j

SHEWING POSITION OF WELLS
SCALE

WLES 20 10 ^ 30 40 50 60 70 80 30 _J00 MILES

Compiled from information furnished by the Government Geologist 7the Chief 
Inspector of Public Watering Places,and the Superintendent of Diamond Drills.

cTuross R 

iVVagonga 

^Barbun^j.

Bun^a, 

.Mogpreka

* Murrimbula

m
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APPENDIX H—continued.

Iktiex to Wells and Bores, as published last year, with large additions.

209

No.

•200

20)

202

203

204

205

206
207
208
209
210 
211 
212
213
214
215

216

2)7

218

219
■220

221

222
223
224
225 
226
227
228
229
230

231

232

233
234 
233
236
237
238

Locality,

Youngarrina Springs.........

M‘One's Well, Baongum 
yarra

Buckley 's Well, Yantabulla

Rudder's Well, Wwroo 
Station

Tynganic Spring.................

Brindingabba,Moolort Block

Kilfera, on Kilfera Block 
Kcmnare Block

Kilfera Block ..
Polygonum Hut 
Bavrmgan Well 
Wanganilla ....
Pretty Pine ....
Beefwood Well, on "The 

WcIIb’' Block 
New Well, on Block Byjerk 

South, Paroo River 
Coolawuudy Well ..

Coparto Well, Block Ger- 
mono Bast

Junction Well, GermanoEast 
Danbery Well, Danbery 

North Block
Minamithtoo Well, J)il- 

koorba North Block
Parknngi Block .................
Pullamico Well ..... ...........
Thackaringa Well .............
WangaWell ....................
North Ita Well .................
Mclung tV est Well .........
Moredevil Station.............
Myalmundi......................
Gap Well (45 miles west of 

Cobar)
Top Well, Newcombe ..

Dangle Well (5 miles north 
of previous well)

Walgett Wells ..............
Triaugi Well ..................
Chapman’s Well..............
Rand wick Asylum..........
Bingagong Well .............
Gorcc Well......................

District.

Albert

Darling.............
Albert .............
Murrumbidgec..

County Yungnulgra, 
Albert District 

County Landsborough, 
Albert District 

County Yungnulgra, 
Albert District 

County Yungnulgra ..

Albert .........................

Albert

Albert

Liverpool Plains. 
Narromine .... 
South Warrego .

Muggare Back B 
Block

Town of Walgett 
Narromine .........

Randwick ... 
Yanko Creek

Strata. Bcmarkc.

.......................... Well 6 ft, deep; estimated 800 to 1,000 gals, good water
per diem.

.......................... Well27 ,, 8 or 9 ft. in rock; good supply for stock ;
too hraukish for domestic purposes.

Bottom on sandy drift Well 40 ft. deep ; water fairly good but slightly impreg
nated with soda ; daily yield about 150 gallons.

.......................... Well 20 ft. deep ; water rose 10 ft.; very salt.

.......................... Well 40 ,, excellent water; estimated at about
10,000 gallons per diem.

.......................... Well 94 ft. deep ; watered 12,000 sheep throughdrought;
quality excellent.

......................... Well 120 ft. deep; water excellent; rose 90 ft. in shaft.
.......................... Well 150 ,, supply 100 gals, per diem; good water.
.......................... Well 38 ,, bore 197 ft.; water salt.
.......................... Well 35 ,, water very salt; very bitter; no supply.
.......................... Well 100 ,, said to contain powerful mineral poison,
......................... On road Booligal to Wilcannia.
.......................... On the " Border B.un.“
.......................... On South Wangnnella Block.
.......................... LowerDeniliqnm Run.

Well 157 ft. deep ; good water.

Well 50 ,, water rises to 20 ft.

Well SO ,, good water rises to 50 of surface.
Good stock water.

300 ft. deep; good water rose to 65 ft. from surface.

298 ,, good water rose to 80 ft. from surface.
236 ,, good water.
236 ft. deep; good water.
270 ,, ,,
240 „ „
20 „ „
Artesian fresh water 
194 ft. deep, good water.
Salt.

70 ft. deep; good water.

70 ft., good for stock ; at 75 ft., salt.

40 to 50 ft.; good water in black soil flats.
350 ft.; good water; equal to 5,000 to 6,000 gals, per day. 
350 ft.; water brackish.
Fresh water.
120 ft. deep; fresh water rose 52 ft. in shaft.
172 ,, good water rose 105 ft.

W. H. J. SLEE,
Superintendent of Drills.

442—2 F
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210

Esi'uay showing Locality, Depths, and Quantity of Fresh Water tapped by Water-augers during JSS5.

No of 
Bore. Locality.

Depths
water

tapped.
Quality.

Quantity 
in gallons 
per day. Remarks.

D Bourkc .
ft. in. 

427 0 Fresh.........

Tray

4,320

EiLiyn Stock Reserves.

Rose 3' 3" over surface. Most of this bore put down in 18S4.
A Wilcannia 290 0 Brackish . 2,000 Rose to 70 feet bclotv surface.
)J 293 0 do .... 2,000 Jf 113 feet ,, „
B 110 0 Good stock.. 720 „ 103 feet „ „
)) to 120 0 do ... 1,440 „ 105 feet „ „
}i 138 G do ... 1,440 „ 105 feet „ „
it 142 0 do ... 1,440 „ 105 feet „ ,,
H 145 G do ... 1,440 „ 105 feet „ „
K Silrerton., 49 O Brackish ., not given „ 39 feet „ „
1* (jioodooca. 68 0 Jj'resL .... 24,000 „ 60 feet „ „
2 do 67 0 do .... . 24,000 „ 62 feet „ „
It Hay ....... 75 0 do ...... „ 75 feet „ „ The sand-drifts from a depth of 84 to 200

„ 75 feet „ „ feet contain fresh water, rising to within
„ 68 feet. „ „ 62 feet of surface, at the rate of 3,600

» do ...... 84 0 do ...... 3,600
do ....... 157 0 do .......
do .. .. 184 0 do ....... 2,640 ,, 62 feat „ „ gallons per day.

3 Gorian ... 95 ‘ 0 Good stock.. 480
Private Lands.
Rose to 90 feet below surface.

)} do ... 137 0 do .. 9,120 „ 88 feet 6 inches below surface
i, do ... 158 0 Fresh.......... 9,792 „ 83 feet below surface.
4 do . 130 0 Good stock.. 12,960 „ 87 feet „ „

do ... 155 0 do ... 3,360
do ... 182 0 Fresh.......... 12,672 „ 82 feet „ „

5 do .. 111 0 Good stock.. 9,600
do ... 146 0 Brackish ... 12,096 „ 76 feet „ „
do ... 150 0 Fresh........... 12,000

G do ... 93 0 Good slock.. 6,000 „ 76 feet „ „
S> do ... 116 0 do 12,000 j, 72 feet 6 inches below surface.

do ... 133 0 do ... 12,000 „ 74 feet below surface.
ti do .. 143 0 do ... 10,800
l» do ... 146 O do ... 12,096 ,, 75 feet 6 inches below surface.
1> do ... 173 0 Fresh........... 17,280 j, 71 feet below surface.

* Foreman in charge states that by the use of proper appliances a supply of at least 2,000 gallons per hour could be obtained from this bore, 
t By latest reports fMarch, 1831!) from this bore, fresh water hns been tapped at 28C feet, rose 147 feet In fifteen minutes, rate 230 gallons per 

hour, ami at 240 feet, which rose 140 feet in four minutes, driving a 3-feet plug of clay before it, supply equal to 1,050 gallons per hour, and rose to tKi 
feet of surface. X«\t day force of water was so great that it drove a 20-feet cylindrical mass of solid clay anti sand up tubes Over 100 feet in fifteen 
lulnutofr. Present supply of water in this bore is inexhaustible, and rises to within 00 feet to 90 feet of surface.

W. H. J. SLEE,
Superintendent of Drills.

BALANCE-SHEET—WATER-AUGURS.—IS85. 

Jaxuarv 1st to 31st December,

£ s. d. £ s. A. £ s. d. £ s. d.
To value of stock in store at 1st 438 17 IP

January .............................. 937 4 5 ,, plant issued ...................... 437 IS 9
,, Working expenses exclusive ,, tubing do.......................... 444 1 0

of office salaries, store wages, „ stores do........................... 267 14 7
rent, superintendent’s tra- 1,149 14 4
veiling expenses and ex- ,, value of stock in store at
penditnreexeav,a ting service 31st December.................. 1,643 13 3
tanks at 18 miles from ,, cost of work performed on

5,121 0 0 6,042 2 8
,, office salaries ...................... SOI 0 0 ,, cost of boring for private
., store wages .......................... 215 2 0 persons in cxccssof amount

101 0 3 22 7 4
superintendent’s travelling 6,064 10 0-
expenses.............................. 101 17 4

1,218 19 7
,, expenditure excavating two

service tanks at IS miles
163 S 3

,, plant purchased .................. 093 9 4
„ tubing do............................... 79S 15 0
„ stores do................................. 363 18 10 1,856 3 2

£ 9,296 13 5 £ 9,296 15 5-

Certified correct—
J. S. McNeil.
D. McCulloch. 

Drill Brandi, 6 May, 1 SSfi.

W. H. J. SLEE,
Superintendent of Drills.

Balance-sheet
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BALANCE-SHEET—DIAMOND DRILLS.—1SS5.

January 1st to 31st Deckmbek, 1SS5.
' ---------------- ---- ------- —

£ s. d. £ s. il. £ s. d. £ s. d.
To value of stock in store at By amount receivable other

1st January...................... 892 15 11 than inspection fees and
,, value of diamonds on hand charges for sections....... 9,644 1 5 1

at 1st January.................. 2,202 5 9 ,, inspection fees................. 33 12 0
3,095 1 8 ,, charges for sections . ... 4 4 0

,1 working expenses, exclu- 37 16 O'
sive of office salaries, ,, plant issued .................. 1,279 1 10
store wages, rent, Super- ,, tubing „ .................. 100 11 5
intendent’s travelling ox- ,, stores ,, .................. 954 0 2
ponses, hand-boring, and 2,333 13 5
other expenditure.......... 9,619 IS 6 n diamonds used.................. 829 9 7

„ oiucc salaries...................... 800 19 0 „ value of stock in store at
„ store wages......................... 215 1 S 31st December.............. 1,015 16 11
j, rent...................................... 101 1 G ,, value of diamonds on
,, Superintendent’s travelling band at 31st December 1,755 7 5

expenses .......................... 101 16 11 2,771 4 4
1,218 19 1 ,, cost of boring in excess

„ hand-boring ...................... 161 9 0 of amount receivable
„ other expenditure.............. 153 8 9 thereon .......................... 1,471 4 A

3H 17 9
,, plant purchased .............. 1.605 3 6
,, tubing ,, .................. 291 10 0
,, stores ,, .................. 560 0 11

2,456 14 5
,, diamonds,. ................. 382 11 3

£ 17,038 2 8
♦

£ 17,088 2 3

Certified correct— '\Y. H. ,T. SLEE,
«T. S. McjNTkit,. Superintendent of Drills.
D. jVfcCuLi.ocir, ’

Drill Branch, 6 Mar, 1886.

Sjdtiey: Thomas Itichards, Govemntcnt IVintcr.—1650
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1885-6.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Royal Commission on collieries.

EEPOET

OJT THE ACCIDENTS AT

LITHGOW VALLEY COLLIERY.

ORDEKED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO BE PRINTED,

14 July, 1886.

SYDNEY: THOMAS RICHARDS, GOVERNMENT PRINTER,

* 576—A
1886.
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DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO.

SCHEDULE.

1. Evidence of witnesses examined.

2. Minutes of the Commission.

3. Reduced plan of the workings of Lithgow Valley Colliery.

4. Report by Messrs. Swinburn and Usher.

5. Report by Messrs. Jones, Curley, and Usher.

6. Section of Coal-seam worked.

7. General Section of Western Coal-measures.

8. Plan showing position of Collieries in Lithgow Valley.

9. Plan showing arrangement of Bratticing at second accident.

*



ROYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES.

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE ACCIDENTS AT LITHGOW
EALLEY COLLIERY.

June, 1886.

To His Excellency the Right Honorable Charles Robert Baron Carrington, 

Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 

Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of New South 

Wales and its Dependencies.

May it please your Excellency,—

The Commission appointed to make a diligent and full inquiry into the 

.causes of the accidents that recently occurred to the Eerndale Colliery, in the District 

of Newcastle, in this Colony, and also to report upon the condition of the collieries 

adjacent thereto,—also to make an inquiry into the disaster that happened at the 
Lithgow Colliery, and to report upon the working and ventilation of the coal scams, and 

more especially the thin coal scams of the said Colony—have concluded their inquiry 

into the cause of the accidents at Lithgow Colliery in Eebruary and April last, and, 

with the aid of evidence transcribed from the shorthand writers’ notes, have unani

mously agreed upon the following statement descriptive of the mine and nature of 

the accidents, also a resume of the operations and of the evidence taken, and their 
findings or report on the same. These, together with the documents detailed on the 

margin hereof, the Commission have the honor to present to Your Excellency.

A general meeting, at which all the members of the Commission (except one) 

attended, was held in Sydney on the 29th day of April, when, at the request of the 

Honorable the Minister for Mines, the Commission agreed to open the inquiry into 

the Lithgow accident before that of Eerndale. Accordingly, they proceeded to 

Lithgow, and at once commenced their investigations. After spending two days in 

minutely inspecting the underground workings of Lithgow Valley Colliery, to which 

access could be obtained, in examining the colliery plan, and in obtaining necessary 
information from the Government officers, the colliery owners, and their officials, and 

in discussing and arranging the form of procedure and the evidence required from 
witnesses, the Commission formally opened their inquiry into the causes of the 

accidents referred to, on the morning of Monday, the 3rd day of May ultimo, and 

continued their examination of witnesses till Wednesday, the 12th May, when, from 

the lack of further evidence, the inquiry was closed.

During these sittings thirty-four witnesses were examined. On the comple

tion of the work of transcribing the shorthand writers’ notes the Commission again 

met, at Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 26th day of May, and, while the preliminaries

for
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for commencing the inquiry into the accident at Ferndale Colliery were being 
completed, the various points brought to their notice during the exhaustive inquiry 
and examination of witnesses at Lithgow were discussed, together with two special 
reports by members of the Commission, being the result of—

a. An examination of the workings of Lithgow Valley Colliery, with the
view of discovering (if such existed) the presence of photo, or light 
carburetted hydrogen gas (the fire-damp, sty the, or choke-damp of 
miners), and

b. An inspection by those members of the Commission on the condition of
the coal workings on the adjoining estate of Eskbank along its 
southern boundary, to ascertain whether an actual connection exists 
between the abandoned coal workings at Lithgow Valley and Eskbank 
Collieries, sufficient to permit the passage of water or of air between 
these two collieries; points which, from the remarks to follow and the 
exhaustive evidence, illustrated as they are by maps, plans, sections, 
and documents appended hereto, Your Excellency will readily perceive 
are of importance in forming opinions on the possibility of the under
ground fire in the first-named colliery being fed by air derived from 
the abandoned coal-workings of the latter, and on the consequences 
that may befall that colliery should an attempt be made to extinguish 
the underground fire in Lithgow Valley Colliery by flooding that mine.

In obtaining evidence, collecting and preparing information bearing upon 
the lamentable accidents that occurred in Lithgow Valley Colliery—the first on the 
13-14th Eebruary ultimo, whereby three men, including the manager of the mine, 
lost their lives, and the second on the afternoon of Monday, the 19th day of April 
ultimo, ■whereby five men lost their lives—the Commission sat thirteen days, from 
the 29th April to the 13th of May, both days included; and the sittings, while taking 
evidence, averaged eight hours each day, irrespective of the necessary work of prepar
ing points to be elucidated on the following day. This occupied much time, and 
could only be accomplished after the arduous investigations of the day had ended.

Lithgow Valley is the name given to the deep hollow at the foot of the Great 
Zigzag on the Great Western Railway, and is distant 94 miles from Sydney. This 
valley marks the western line of the Blue Mountains—a broad belt of sandstone— 
once an extensive plateau, wThick, by the incessant operation of natural causes of 
climate and time, has been worn and eroded into a confused theatre of tortuous 
valleys or glens, bounded by profound precipices, the depths bristling with dense 
primaeval vegetation, and obscured by a blue mysterious haze that has given to this 
broad mountainous belt its name. The mass of the Blue Mountains is composed of 
the Hawkesbury Sandstones, that rise to an elevation of about 5,000 feet above sea- 
level, and overlie the coal-measures of the Colony. The latter measures in vertical 
thickness about 600 feet, and are for the most part composed of sandstone, con
glomerate, and arenaceous shales, the top being marked by a stratum of red 
aluminous shale. Throughout this thickness the coal-seams are found in strati- 
graphical order or succession. The coal-beds of the Western Coal-field are no doubt 
identical with those that occur in the Newcastle and Southern Coal-fields; but, on 
account of the character of the separating or intervening strata, the work of identify
ing or correlating the beds in the several districts has not hitherto been attempted.

The

4
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The Western Coal-field is therefore a part of the great coal-field of the Colony 
that has by some stupendous force been elevated many thousands of feet above the 
original level.

The profound valleys, such as those of Kanimbla, the Grose, Jamieson, and 
others, which form the feature of this broad mountain belt, have been denuded out 
of and through the great thickness of the Hawkesbury Sandstones—the coal 
measures, and below these into rocks evidently of Devonian age.

The coal-beds in the Western District have a general but a very low angle of 
dip or pitch to the east of north. Very few faults or dislocations of the strata 
interrupt the continuity of the beds. This angle of dip and rise gradually brings 
the coal-beds to the horizon towards the west, so that at Lithgow, at an elevation of 
2,900 feet above the sea, the lowest coal-bed of the series is underlying the bottom 
of the valley, and preserving its natural rise, comes to the surface a short distance 
from the railway station.

The line of outcrop of the Lithgow coal-seam is marked by, and can be traced 
under, a low escarpment of pebbly sandstone that stretches in a north and south line 
across the valley, and is continued some distance further under the cover afforded by 
the extension of the carboniferous sandstone in that direction. The coal-seam 
measures about 10 feet in thickness (sec section No. G). It is divided by thin layers 
or bands of stone. The roof consists of a remarkably thick and strong post or bed of 
sandstone, with a few shale or “chittor” layers contiguous to the fop of the coal. The 
true floor is composed of a very hard close-grained sandstone. The part of the 
scam worked is shown on section No. 6, and will be seen to consist of from 5' 4" to 
G' of coal; from 6" to 18'/ of worthless splinty coal being left on the floor, called 
“bottoms,” and from 3/ to 4' of coal on the roof, called “tops” or “top-coal”; 
this lies immediately under the sandstone. The coal in appearance is dull and com
paratively lustreless; it is hard and has a cubical fracture, and contains apparently a 
high percentage of ash.

This coal has been worked for many years at the Bowenfols, Lithgow Valley, 
Hermitage, and IronWorks Tunnel, and at the Eskbank, Vale of Clwydd, and Zig
zag coal-pits, and is in extensive demand. The estates owned by the proprietors of 
the collieries enumei’ated, together with the position of their working shafts, and, in 
the case of Eskbank and Lithgow Valley, the area and position of the coal worked, is 
approximately shown on plan No. 8. On referring to this plan it wrill be seen that 
the line of outcrop of the seam crosses the western part of the estate belonging 
to this Company, at a point a few hundred yards south of their northern boundary.

About fourteen years ago a tunnel (position shown on plans Nos. 3 and 8) 
w*as begun on the outcrop of the coal-seam, and continued almost due east, following 
the dip of the seam; this has continued to be the main outlet by which coal has 
been won. By referring to plan No. 3 the method of winning and working the coal- 
seam may be scon and followed. The tunnel has been driven due east and almost 
direct to the dip (the pitch of the seam averaging about 1-34 in that direction) for a 
distance of about 52 chains =: 1,144 vards from the outlet.

The method of winning the coal has been that known as bord and pillar, 
leaving pillars varying from 4 to 20 yards to support the superincumbent strata. 
About 120 acres (with the exception to be referred to) have been worked in this wray, 
the pillars remaining intact. The

5
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The ventilating currents are shown by arrows, and are actuated by two furnaces.
It will be seen that the main inlet for fresh air (intake) is the tunnel, and that the 
" returns” for the exhausted air are two in number, and are shown by arrows pointing 
towards the west. Both of these “ returns” pass over ventilating furnaces, and are 
shown on plan No. 3. The ventilating current has been guided and controlled by 
stoppings composed of slack or small coal, strengthened in some cases by timber.

The coal-seams throughout the Colony enjoy an enviable immunity from the 
presence of fire-damp—only in comparatively few instances has any accumulation of 
this gas been seen in any of the collieries. The presence of “ fire-damp” has never, it 
would appear, been observed in this or in any of the adjoining collieries, although 
it has been repeatedly looked for (see evidence of J. Davies, R. Grant, Jos. Campbell, 
and Mr. Inspector Rowan, and special report No. 4).

In respect to the mode of winning coal, the size of pillars, and the methods 
employed to induce and control the ventilating currents, this colliery appears not to 
have in any way differed, but to have followed the practice of this and the other 
mining districts in the Colony.

To the north of the main tunnel the coal workings were extended to and 
stripped the boundary of the adjoining colliery of Eskbank. While doing so it 
would appear that the workers in Lithgow Yalley discovered an encroachment that 
had been made from the lands of Eskbank. This, of course, forms a link of 
communication between the two collieries. As the tunnel in Lithgow Yalley 
proceeded it became necessary to deal with the water that collected in the dip 
workings; and advantage was taken of this encroachment, and the fact that the 
coal-seam formed a hollow or “swallow” contiguous to that spot, to discharge the 
water removed from the dip workings into this hollow, and from thence it percolated 
and found its way into the adjoining coal workings in Eskbank estate, from whence 
it was pumped. Another hollow of some extent, to the north of the tunnel and 
contiguous to the boiler, is partially shown on plan No. 3. A third hollow is shown ' 
on same plan, near to the left-hand furnace. These hollows were full of water. 
The limits of the second-named hollow seem to have covered a greater area than is 
shown on the plan, and to have crossed the tunnel. It was from this reservoir that 
the supply o£ water was derived that was used to play upon the underground fire.

The Lithgow Yalley mine was managed for several years, prior to the accident 
of Eebruary, by Mr. John Doig; and the owners, who were personally ignorant 
of mining, and who practically never entered the mine, reposed the utmost confidence 
in the ability and judgment of Mr. Doig. To him they delegated the full control 
and management of the colliery in all its branches and details. (Vide evidence of 
Mr. T. Wilton and Mr. E. Gell, corroborated by Mr. Inspector Rowan, Mr. Dixon,
S. Passmore, and others.)

Mr. Doig appears to have been a man of much decision of character, but one 
remarkable for his reticence. The reasons he had for pursuing a given course do not 
seem to have been required of him, or if asked were not given. Unfortunately 
Mr. Doig lost his life in the accident of I3th and 14th Eebruary. The evidence 
that he, had he survived, would have given, the Commission feel, might have cleared 
up many points referred to in the inquiry that appear only to have been known or 
could have been satisfactorily explained by him.

6
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After entering the main tunnel n small split of air was allowed to enter No. 
7 cross-cut (see plan No. 3), a few yards below or to the east of the right-hand 
furnace. The bulk of the air was carried down the tunnel, and at T, 38 chains from 
the outlet, or 36 chains from the right-hand furnace, another split of air of uncertain 
amount was taken to supply the boiler furnace—to be after mentioned. Opposite P 
a secure stopping had been put across, and effectually stopped the passage of air 
into the main level, marked and known as Tyndall’s heading; this stopping was 
composed of timber, and was air-tight. The main body of air coursed past this 
point, and was conducted in the tunnel as one stream to the bottom, where it was 
split or divided. About 2,000 feet per minute was taken to supply the few men 
who were kept working in bords to the north of the tunnel. This current ventilated 
about nine bords, until it impinged against a solid barrier of coal, left, it is alleged, 
to prevent the water in the hollow referred to from reaching the lower workings. 
The air current was then bent to the south till it reached within one pillar of the 
main tunnel, when it was again swerved to the west and curved round the boiler at 
P. At this point it was joined by the smoke and heated gases, and any air that 
escaped over or alongside the boiler; and again turning to the right, then to the left, 
it was conducted over the accumulation of water in the hollow, as delineated by 
arrows on plan No. 3. After leaving this hollow this return or flue enters an empty 
bord, and follows this for many chains, and, before entering the left-hand furnace, it 
asrain crosses another hollow filled with water to within a few inches of the roof,O
and finally enters the left-hand furnace and escapes to the outer ah’. "With respect 
to this left-hand return, it appears that from the boiler upwards towards the furnace 
it has not been travelled or inspected for years. The reason for this is that the level 
of the water in these hollows reached within 12 or 18 inches of the roof; and this, in 
the opinion of the Commission, formed an important factor, not only in causing 
quantities of smoke to collect in the main tunnel spoken of by the majority of the 
witnesses, but in hampering the easy and rapid exit of the sudden displacement of 
foul gases, on the 19th of April, by the furnace which caused the death of five men 
in the second accident.

The right-hand or south return air-ways are also shown by arrows on plan 
No. 3. This is the principal air-way in the mine, and in the districts ventilated by 
it nearly the whole of the men worked. Reference to the plan will show that to 
ventilate the south side workings below the cross-cut the air is divided or split into 
two currents; the principal current enters Sam’s heading, and is conducted through 
the bords above that heading. A smaller current was permitted to pass this heading, 
and at the bottom of the tunnel this was divided, one portion going to ventilate the 
northern bords, as narrated; the other portion was conducted to the right, and, after 
ventilating the few bords below Sam’s heading, joined the main stream of air that 
was introduced by that air-way.

The conjoined currents then ventilated the working bords, and, crossing No. 1 
cross-cut by an overcast, was carried direct to the right-hand furnace and escaped 
up the ventilating shaft. The bord in which this furnace was built was continued 
to the left, and passing out to day, constituted the second outlet proscribed by the 
Coal Mines Regulation Act. With respect to the ventilating furnaces. The left- 
hand furnace was practically kept for inducing a draught in the flue from the 
underground boiler, and was of small area. The sectional area of the return was 
about 30 cubic feet, being that of an air-way about 7 yards wide, with an open

space

7 .
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space about 18 inches between the level of the water and the top-coal. The exact 
area of this could not be accurately ascertained, and considerable differences of 
opinion existed as to the height of the open space above the water (see J. B. Turn
bull s and Inspector Rowan s evidence). Under these circumstances the Commission 
have taken the area suggested by Mr. Inspector Rowan. The area of the left up
cast shaft is about 24 cubic feet.

The right-hand furnace was of larger area, and was capable of rarefying 
from 10,000 to 12,000 cubic feet of air per minute, and of maintaining an adequate 
ventilating current for the number of men employed. Both of these furnaces were 
built quite close to the main tunnel, and communicated therewith by a narrow 
passage, closed not by a double but a light single door. These furnaces have been 
built in the centre of an ordinary bord. The ashes drawn from them do not seem 
ever to have been removed. In the case of the left-hand furnace these were 
wheeled down the return and tipped into the water, over which the return air and 
gases passed; while at the right-hand furnace the ashes, after being soaked with water, 
were built up in one large pile against the coal pillars. A large heap had, at the 
date of the inspection by the Commission, accumulated, and it was brought out in 
evidence that on one occasion a fire had occurred here; but that the warning thus 
given of danger had been disregarded, and no attempt was afterwards made to 
remove them from the mine.

It has been already explained that the mode of winning the coal in this 
colliery was that known as bord and pillar, and was systematically pursued, and 
that, following this system, about 120 acres of coal had been worked, leaving the 
pillars standing to support the roof. The pillars left in this colliery are of ample 
size. Over a very considerable portion of the area worked the pillars left to sup
port the superincumbent strata measure about 20 yards square, against 7 yards of 
bord worked; so that nearly two-thirds of the whole coal-seam has been left 
unworked. To the north of the tunnel, and adjoining Eskbank boundary, pillars 
over the space of about one or one and a half acres have been wholly taken out. 
The probable position of this space is shown on the plan No. 3. It is doubtful also 
whether some pillaring operations have not been conducted contiguous to the 
encroachment from Eskbank; at any rate, the pillars there are very much smaller 
than those left in other parts of the mine. No very accurate information could bo 
obtained by the Commission as to the state of the pillars in this part of the workings.

It would, however, appear that considerable falls of the roof had taken place 
near to this, and that the open waste or goaf was (when last visited by R. Grant, 
R. Davis, and others) full of carbonic acid gas (the choke-damp or stythe of miners).

It may not be out of place, although anticipating future recommendations 
connected with other branches of the inquiries entrusted to the Commission, to 
remark that to have such extensive areas of pillars intact is not only a waste of 
national resources, but an instance of defective and of a wasteful and thoughtless 
system of mining. Were it made a rule that all collieries should take out pillars in 
districts, and as soon as possible after they are formed, the roof would subside 
equally, and, closing upon tire small coal and rubbish, would leave no open spaces 
where falls could occur or quantities of poisonous gases could accumulate. A large 
area of open goaf may be considered as a storehouse or magazine purposely left 
for the storage of black-damp of white-damp. These deleterious gases are given off
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by all coal-seams, and are also the results or the products that represent the waste 
of animated existences, or are generated by the use of explosives or from the 
burning of coal or oil. A carefully devised and conducted mine should, where 
circumstances will permit, have none of those open spaces from whence, on the 
occurrence of a sudden and unforeseen accident, large quantities of gases inimical 
to human life could—as in the case of the accident of 19th April at Lithgow 
Colliery—bo forced into a main intake, and there to asphyxiate five men in their 
nervous struggle to reach daylight and a place of safety.

At L, in pla,n No. 3, a small boiler about 15 feet in length was erected about 
three years ago. This boiler supplied steam to a special pump that forced the mine 
water into a hollow or depression on the north side of the tunnel, from whence it was 
supposed to find its way into the coal workings of the adjoining estate. Such, however, 
was the state of the underground arrangements that there is a strong probability 
that a proportion of this water did not reach Eskbank, but returned to the lower 
hollow, and was thus repeatedly pumped. This boiler was erected in an ordinary 
bord 38 chains from the tunnel-mouth, or in bord No. 36, and only a few feet off the 
main tunnel.

It lias been mentioned that some inches of a coarse splint coal is left unworked 
next to the floor of the coal-seam; the Commission ascertained this on the occasion 
of their first inspection of the colliery, and particular attention was directed to this 
circumstance during the examination of witnesses. Samuel Eassmore and Henry 
Grant, on being interrogated on the point, thought that this coal had been lifted at 
least under the boiler, but were uncertain. These men had not seen it erected. 
Grant affirmed that this coal had not been lifted in front, where the hot ashes were 
raked out. The evidence of R. Davies, the former deputy, left no doubt on the mind 
of the Commission that this boiler had actually been built (vide R. Davies’ evidence) 
upon 15" of coal.

The top-coal had not been taken down above this boiler, a space of about 20" 
or 2' only intervening.

The sides of the coal pillars were not protected. An open space of about 8' 
existed on the left-hand side of the boiler seat. Across this, and in a line until the 
front of the boiler, a brick stopping had been built, leaving a small door-way, which 
was closed by a piece of bag. Through this opening access could be bad to the flues 
and back of the boiler; a brick wall was likewise carried up to the roof in front.

Bcliind, two 18" fire-clay pipes were joined into one a few feet from the 
damper, carried the smoke and waste gases back for 15 yards or so into the left 
return. The top-coal had not been taken down, except over a space measuring 6' 
square at the end of the fire-clay flues referred to. These fire-clay flues were 
supported on brick pillars and trestles of iron rails, at a height of about 3' above 
the floor. The joints of those pipes were said to have been cemented. It would 
appear that the tail or the end of the water from the hollow behind approached the 
back of the boiler, and that these pipes discharged the waste gases above the water. 
This precaution seems to have satisfied the management. Abundant evidence was 
adduced (see S. Passmore, H. Grant, R. Davies, R. R. Druery, and others) that along 
the left side of the boiler, and also below the flues, a considerable quantity of small 
coal had accumulated. The temperature arising from the fire and waste steam was 
in these positions very great, and this was sufficient to cause the top-coal and the 

57G—B unprotected

9



680

* 10

unprotected coal pillars to crumble, and the small coal resulting from this disinte
gration, instead of being removed, was allowed to accumulate, and, being heated to a 
high temperature, supplied the materials for an underground fire on slight provocation. 
The flues appear to have been too small, considering the sooty character of the coal, 
and thrice every week the attendants required to clean these out in a somewhat 
primitive fashion. They depended on the men whose duty it was to clean these flues 
discovering a fire, if it occurred, behind the boiler. Soot had accumulated at the end 
of the pipes, which was never removed, although it was known that in it fire 
occasionally smouldered.

Very soon after the erection of this underground boiler—about three years 
ago—a fire teas discovered in the accumulation of small coal referred to behind the 
boiler and under the pipes. This was after some difficulty extinguished by moans of 
buckets and water.

Some months elapse, and the witness (It. Davies) describes another fire that 
occurred, and as the circumstances appear to be nearly identical with the accident of 
13-Mth February, it may be narrated thus:— "

Fire was discovered on the Sunday afternoon ; the man in charge going down 
to raise steam was arrested by a wall of smoke in the main tunnel, about 3 chains 
above the boiler. The witness, having been joined by the manager, stirred up botli 
furnaces, and opened a communication from the right of the tunnel, so as to permit 
the body of air to rush directly into the right-hand furnace. The effect of this was 
that the left-hand furnace, inducing an air current from below, drew the smoke 
from the tunnel; that enabled the boiler to be reached and the fire extinguished; 
this was a work of some difficulty. It would appear that Davies after this felt anxiety 
as to danger arising from this boiler, and expressed Ms fears to Mr. John Doig of 
the likelihood of a recurrence of this accident, but did not suggest to Mr. Doig to 
have the small coal removed.

After these two fires no steps were taken to remove the inflammable materials 
from around the boiler.

A third fire is spoken of by the night engine-man, IT. Grant, who also 
suspected the recurrence of the fire, but did not express his fears to Mr. Doig.

About six weeks or so before the accident of 13th—14th February a serious 
fire was again discovered among the same accumulation of small coal among winch 
the previous fires had taken place. To extinguish tMs fire 11. 11. Druery and Sam 
Passmore were employed the whole of one day. Mr. Doig was present during these 
operations, and, remarkable to relate, the man in whom was reposed such implicit 
trust did not report these occurrences to the Inspector of Mines, or even to his 
owners, but deliberately disregarded these repeated warnings of danger, and took no 
steps whatever to remove the cause of these fires or prevent their recurrence. It is 
scarcely credible that a man who for years was a colliery manager could have been 
guilty of such culpable negligence.

It does not appear that the Government Inspectors had investigated the 
maimer in which this boiler was erected, nor bad they travelled, or attempted to 
travel, the left-hand return. It is right for the Commission to mention that the 
Government Inspectors do not seem to have been averse to perform their duty in a
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thorough manner. The boiler, it is supposed, was erected in the interval that elapsed 
between the last visit of Mr, Inspector Dixon and the appointment of the present 
Inspector, Mr. Rowan, to this district, and that Mr. Rowan took it for granted that 
Mr. Dixon had satisfied himself that all was right. Had the occurrence of these 
fires been reported to Mr. Rowan, doubtless a thorough investigation would have 
resulted in that capable officer compelling tbe manager to make the structure and 
its accessories secure and safe. It is remarkable that the accumulations of small 
coal referred to and the presence of the top-coal above the boiler escaped the 
attention or failed to excite suspicion in the mind of the Inspector.

It has been explained, when describing the character of the left-hand return, 
that the air from the northern bords, together with the gases and smoke from the 
boiler fire, passed for some chains in length over a “swallow” filled with water, the 
surface of which reached within IS” or 20v of the roof; the air and products of 
comhustion then passed through open bords, and again, for a space of about 3 chains 
over another hollow, in which water had collected to within a few inches—14" to 
18'—of the roof. The water no doubt had the effect of reducing the temperature of 
these gases, and proved a drag or impediment to the free passage of the ventilating 
current over its surface; in consequence, whenever the left-hand furnace was 
allowed to burn down (as on Saturday nights), the smoke, instead of continuing to 
pursue its proper course, as it would hare done under more favourable circumstances, 
remained motionless, or was drawn into the tunnel or “intake” and lodged in the 
inequalities of the roof where the top-coal had fallen. A small cloud of smoke hung 
in this situation and was seen by workmen in proceeding to their work, and it 
remained until the sudden and uncertain eddies caused by the rapid motion of trains 
of slaps dislodged it, when it was swept away by the ventilating current. This was 
of itself a clear and unerring sign of a defective “return.”

The last recorded fire had been extinguished, but the warning of danger had 
been disregarded; the materials for another conflagration remained untouched, and 
were doubtless augmented by the inevitable crumbling of the roof coal and from the 
coal pillars. The defective state of the left return does not seem to have impressed 
the management, and large quantities of ashes continued to be piled against the 
coal pillars in the tunnel. Just opposite, and for some distance below, this boiler [to 
the cast] the tunnel was of unusual width [from nine to ten yards], notwithstanding 

• about this time the Manager commenced to bisect the corner pillar just below the 
entrance to the boiler, thus increasing the width and abstracting the support which 
the corner afforded to the roof. The fool’s paradise which those in authority had 
so long enjoyed could no longer exist: the easy state of chronic indifference and utter 
disregard of all warnings of danger culminated on Saturday, the 13th, or Sunday, 
the 14th of I’cbruarv last.v

On tbe afternoon of that day (13th) S. Passmore, the deputy-day engineman 
and furnace-man, damped down the fire under tMs holier, passed behind the structure 
to attend to some detail, and, he affirms, left the boiler “ all right,” and went out of 
the mine about 4 o’clock p.m. One and a half hours or so thereafter, four miners 
(Geo. Hall, Wm. Hall, Walter Riddle, and Joseph Buzza), who were working in the 
bords to the right of the tunnel at the very dip of the mine, discovered a small 
quantity of smoke in the road adjacent to their working places; they remarked this, and 
wending their "way to the tunnel found that it increased in quantity, and continued 
to do so as they proceeded upwards. As they approached the boiler they were 
obliged to stoop to clear the increasing volume of smoke; in doing so Wrm. Hall 
became unwell. On arriving at the boiler, and getting into uncontaminated air, Wm.
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Hall continued on liis way, while his son George went into the Id oiler and discovered 
that smoke was rolling outwards, some coming over the top of the boiler. On arriving 
at the mouth of the tunnel these men saw S. Passmore, the deputy, conversing with 
Charles Younger, the banksman (now deceased). The Halls informed Passmore that 
a great quantity of smoke had collected in the tunnel, and was coming from the 
boiler. These men did not, however, specially impress upon Mr. Passmore that 
something very serious and unusual had occurred, hut continued on their way, Mr. 
Passmore remarking “all right,” or that “ smoke had often been there before,” or 
words to that effect. Mr. Passmore admits the verity of these men’s statements ; he 
impressed the Commission, as did the whole of the witnesses, most favourably. Mr. 
Passmore appears to have been an unusually dutiful and faithful servant, earnest 
and truthful. The miners referred to likewise gave most intelligent evidence, but 
the Commission cannot do otherwise than express their surprise at the incurious 
minds possessed by these men, and the apparently incorrigible indifference of Mr. 
Passmore in not at once proceeding to this boiler, wiiich he wras well aware had been 
the scene of former fires, and satisfying himself that all was “ right.” No doubt 
in the honest belief that the smoke referred to by the Halls was nothing more than 
that which he knew always collected in the tunnel, Mr. Passmore vent home.

On Sunday, the 14th, as vrashis custom, he vent to the colliery and proceeded 
down the tunnel. About 23 chains from the mouth, or about 15 chains from the 
boiler, his progress was arrested by a dense wall of smoke that completely filled the 
roadway. This he endeavoured to penetrate, but finding it to increase in density 
he returned and found that a slight current of air- was going dovmvards. Mr. 
Passmorej apprehending that something serious had occurred, returned to bank, 
called upon Charles Younger, the banksman, and sent for John Doig, the manager. 
On their arrival the three men proceeded into the tunnel, inspected the smoko, 
and endeavoured to heat it hack with their coats, hut finding this impossible they 
returned to the right-hand furnace. Passmore was then requested to fire-up this 
furnace, and finding no coal convenient he proceeded to the face to procure fuel, 
where ho became overpowered with choke-damp, and had to he removed from the 
mine and restoratives applied, "with the effect that he recovered. The deceased 
William Rawe and the wutness William Martin (who, on the day following, -with Henry 
Grant, behaved with such conspicuous bravery in recovering tbe bodies of the ill-fated 
men), hearing from Charles Younger’s wife that something was -wrong in the mine, 
at once proceeded down the tunnel and offered their services to Mr. Doig. The 
four men again attempted to vraft or boat hack the smoke in the tunnel by means of 
brattice-cloth, but in this they were unsuccessful. They then resolved (and it seems 
incredible that they did so) to enter No. 2 cross-cut and attempt to work their way 
down to Tyndall’s heading by wray of the right-hand return. On arriving at the 
junction of this cross-cut William Martin felt overcome by the smoke and black- 
damp, and expressed his inability to proceed. The three men, John Doig, manager, 
Charles Younger, banksman, and William Rawe, miner, for some unaccountable 
reason, left their stock of oil at the junction, and proceeded on their perilous and 
foolhardy journey, William Rawe requesting Martin to inform his family -where he 
was. William Martin returned to his home, went to bed, informed no one of the 
proceedings of the evening, and in the morning resolved that he would not go to his 
work that dav.v I ^

On Monday morning, 15th Eebruary, Patrick Sheedy and another, arriving 
very early, proceeded down the tunnel into No. 2 cross-cut and commenced work in

their
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their herd, and remarked nothing very unusual in the ventilation. They continued 
at work until warned by one It. H. Druery of the accidesit, and the presence of 
black-damp in the mine. Other workmen on passing down the tunnel, and 
discovering the wall of smoke, came out and spread the alarm. The workmen 
assembling, sent for Charles Younger, when they were informed that he had gone into 
the mine with Mr. Doig and Eawc on the afternoon before, and had not returned.

Mr. Gell, one of the proprietors, who resided close by, was then apprised of 
the situation, vtho in turn informed Yfr. Wilton, the commercial director of the 
Company. On arriving at the mine, Messrs. Gell and Wilton found the workmen 
in a state of consternation, and for the first time heard of the accident and of their 
Manager and the other two men being in the mine. They then ascertained that 
some of the men, feeling the want of a leader, had sent for Mr. J. B. Turnbull, 
Manager of the adjoining colliery of Yale of Clw-ydd. Whilst waiting his arrival 
some of the men suggested that the train of skips that vras at the time in the mine 
should be drawn out, in the hope of restoring the ventilating current. When this 
was attempted the engine-man discovered that the tail-rope was fast, and in con
sequence the engine -would not move. Suspicions of a fall in the tunnel (afterwards 
verified) appear to have been assigned as the cause of this. Meantime telegrams 
were despatched to the Mining Department and to Mr. Mackenzie, Examiner of 
Coal-fields, -who in turn telegraphed the news to Mr. Inspector Bowan, while Mr. 
Mackenzie, with Mr. Inspector Dixon, of Newcastle, who at the moment was in 
Sydney, proceeded to Lithgow by special train. While the body of men waited the 
arrival of Mr. Turnbull, several of the workmen, realizing the position and the 
necessity of instant action, with commendable resource, organized themselves into a 
search party, and led by tbe witnesses Mr. Rodham, Mr. Norwood, and others, 
entered No. 2 cross-cut, saw where Mr. Doig and his companions had taken down a 
stopping, and thinking they had gone to Tyndall’s heading, boldly penetrated the 
right-hand return or “goaf,” and proceeded downwards. The party, strange to 
relate, did not find the air in these returns unbreathable, hut tolerably good. The 
intention of this party was to broach the stopping in Tyndall’s heading, opposite the 
boiler. This, it is also believed, was the purpose that Mr. Doig had in view when ho 
took the unaccountable course of entering the right-hand returns, which, from any
thing he knew, ought to have been more hopelessly fouled with smoke and carbonic 
acid gas than the main intake or tunnel, which, in a normal condition of things, 
ought not to have contained such accumulations of smoke or gas. Had any of these 
parties succeeded in their purpose it is doubtful whether a man of them would have 
come out alive. Roddam’s exploring party seem to have been to some extent 
ignorant of these old workings, and the Commission failed to thoroughly satisfy 
themselves on the exact locality that they reached. Messrs. Rodham and Norwood 
affirm that they actually did reach Tyndall’s heading, when Norwood became affected 
with breathing the partially fouled air, and the party returned, carrying him to the 
tunnel. They found no traces of Mr. Doig or his companions, although they must 
have passed close to the bodies.

Another party of searchers, under James Doig and William Martin, also 
penetrated some distance into these returns without finding traces of the missing 
men, and were recalled to put Tip the stopping.

Meantime Mi1. Turnbull had arrived, and having been put in charge by the 
owners proceeded with a party of men into the tunnel, and having procured bratticing- 
cloth began operations by opening stoppings on the right-hand side of the tunnel for
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a return air-way, carrying down air, and by its means beating, or forcing, or sweeping 
away the smoke. Mr. Turnbull was not aware that while he was so engaged parties 
of workmen were already far below him in the comparatively pure air of the right 
returns, while he, in his endeavours to clear the tunnel, was forcing foul air directly 
into the returns where these search parties were. Of course Mr. Turnbull was not 
aware that search parties were in the waste.

About 10 o’clock a.m. John Sheedy met William Martin, and hearing from the 
latter that Mr. Doig, with Younger and E-awe, had entered the right-hand workings 
the night before, and had not returned, they resolved to search again for their mates. 
Although ignorant of the roads, they, on their own responsibility, entered the second 
cross-cut, passed into the return, and striking by accident the return air-way kept 
straight on for six or eight pillars, when, hearing a heavy sigh and a groan, they 
went a few yards off the road and found Mr. Doig. Jno. Sheedy, with a single
mindedness that sheds a nobility on Ms unassuming courage, first removed the 
young man Martin, who was affected by the foul air, and placing his lamp on Doig’s 
body found that it would not burn. Mr. Doig was lying in a stratum of choke- 
damp. He lifted Doig in his arms and carried him part of the way out, when he 
received help from J. Doig, and the Manager, still alive, was removed to the surface, 
where, in an unconscious state, he lived for a period of twelve hours, when he expired.

Wm. Martin again returned, in company with Henry Grant, furnace-man, 
and proceeded to the spot where John Doig had been found. A pillar length off 
another party, consisting of Wm. Tait and Edward Power, were also searching, when 
Edward Power discovered the bodies of Charles Younger and William Eowe, both 
quite dead (vide evidence of these witnesses). The bodies bore no marks of injury 
or of burning; it was but too evident that they died from the inhalation of carbonic 
acid gas. On this no two opinions exist; they fell victims to their rashness and 
their zeal. It is most probable that, their oil having failed—their lamps being 
empty—the poor men had lost their way, and having wandered for hours in the waste 
workings, more or less charged with carbonic acid gas, they at last, feeble and 
unable longer to walk, lay down to die. The Commission cannot but express surprise 
that such an attempt should ever have been made with an intake full of smoke and 
“ sty the,” more especially by a Manager with the experience of Mr. John Doig.

Meantime Mr. Turnbull was making progress in the work of clearing the 
tunnel of smoke. In the afternoon Mr. Wilson, Manager of the Zigzag Colliery, 
visited the scene of the accident, bringing the witness E. Davies with him, and 
introduced him to Messrs. Gell and Wilton as a former deputy, who was conversant 
with the mine, and recommended him to their notice. It would appear that Mr. 
Gell, suffering from a chronic illness, was much affected at the moment on account 
of the terrible loss of life that had occurred, was in no humour to engage in matters 
of business, and does not recollect saying much, if anything, to Davies (see E. Gull’s 
evidence). Mr. Wilton, with more composure, affirms that Mr. Gell said nothing to 
Davies, and that he asked liim to go and consult with Mr. Turnbull, wbo was in 
charge, and explain to him what he would propose to do, or words to that effect. 
Mr. Davies proceeded down the tunnel, met Mr. Turnbull coming out, asked him, to 
lend him the plan, which he refused to do ; Mr. Turnbull proceeded to the surface, 
and remained there some hours. Mr. Davies thereupon went down to the tunnel— 
and here the statements of the two witnesses are at variance. Mr. Turnbull, who 
had never before been in the mine, positively affirms that be was taking down the 
smoke at the rate of 40 yards an hour, and that when he met Davies it was down
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to within 3 chains of the boiler (vide evidence of J. B. Turnbull); wliile Davies, 
with an intimate knowledge of the tunnel, as positively affirms that when he entered 
the tunnel the smoke was not less than fifteen chains from the boiler, and without 
hesitation marked its position in the tunnel as it stood at point G, plan No. 3. 
Misconceiving his status, and unaware of the state of the tunnel (discovered subse
quently), Mr. Davies, pursuing the course that Mr. Doig and he had successfully 

• followed on the occasion of the first fire, at once opened the brattice in No. 2 cross
cut, also the right-hand door leading to that furnace, fired-up the left-hand furnace 
in the expectation that, as narrated (page ]0), the smoke would be drawn out by that 
channel, and with an intrepidity which cannot but be admired, entered alone these 
right-hand wastes, and remained in them so long that a search party was being formed 
to look for him when he appeared. Mr. Davies positively asserts that on Ids return 
the smoke had, on account of his efforts, receded in the tunnel. Mr. Turnbull, on 
the other hand, asserts that his actions undid all that he (Turnbull) had done, and 
that the ground so lost could not bo recovered. An angry altercation ensued 
between lurnbull, Davies, and the Examiner of Coal-fields. The last-named 
gentleman appears at this stage to have advised closing the mine, and Mr. Turnbull, 
notwithstanding his statements that the alleged lost ground could not be recovered, 
set to work to convince the Examiner of Coal-fields that the source of the fire could 
be speedily reached—a lingering suspicion existing that the origin of the fire was at or 
near to the boiler. Mr. Turnbull asserts that for three 1 lours he again swept the smoke 
out of the main tunnel at the rate of 40 yards per hour. Mr, Mackenzie does not 
corroborate this (tide evidence of parties). The Commission are inclined to think that 
Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. Dixon did not receive the ocular demonstration referred to, 
and the whole of the parties, sceptical of their ability to reach the seat of fire, agreed 
to close the mine.

One Norwood, a miner, who had been engaged with Mr. Turnbull, having 
propounded a scheme for separating the workings above No. 2 cross-cut from the body 
of the dip or east workings (since carried out), Mr. Turnbull requested permission ’ 
to have some surveys and measurements made with a view to consider, with the 
Government officials, whether this scheme was practicable.

Soon after this survey was commenced Mr. Turnbull became affected with 
choke-dam]) in No. 2 cross-cut, and was removed out of the mine by his companions. 
At the advice of the Government officials the mine was then closed by brick 
stoppings across the outlets.

The coal-mine remained closed for the space of four weeks, and during this 
time certain experiments were made as to the pressure on the stoppings and the 
nature of the gas that had accumulated behind them. Eor some reason that 
could not be clearly ascertained—probably no valid reason existed. Mr. Turnbull 
believed that fire-damp would be found, and from time to time experiments were 
instituted with the object of setting this point at rest. As might have been 
anticipated, no fire-damp was found, but choke-damp or carbonic acid gas issued 
from the stoppings and extinguished the lamps.

Tbc miners employed at this mine appear to have been a steady and altogether 
superior class of men. The majority had been employed for years with the firm, and 
had built for themselves little cottages adjacent to the colliery. A mutual regard and 
sympathy existed, and they were loath to leave the scene of their avocations. They
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were anxious that the mine should he opened, and the owners, conscious of this, 
appointed Mr. Joseph Campbell as manager, and consulted the Government 
Inspectors, with the result that, in the expectation of finding the fire extinguished, 
the mine was re-opened, and in process of time reached tire seat of the fire—the 
underground boiler. Disappointed in finding the fire still burning, but as no 
provision had unfortunately been made for extinguishing an actual fire, the men 
were withdrawn, and orders were given to reclose the mine. Bricklayers had • 
actually commenced this work, when the workmen, discussing the position of affairs 
in groups on the pit-brow, and persuaded that they could of themselves extinguish 
the fire, agreed to request the owners to permit them to take the work into their 
own hands. Accordingly, a considerable number being of this mind, repaired to 
Mr. Gell and Mr. Wilton, who were standing near, and with excellent and com
mendable feeling informed these gentlemen that they (the men) sympathised with 
them in their losses and disappointments, and stated that, feeling satisfied that if 
the work was entrusted to them, and if they were supplied with the materials they 
required, they would at once recommence operations, and were willing to give a 
week’s trial and ask nothing for their services. Impressed with the chord of 
sympathy thus unexpectedly struck, the owners consulted the Government officials, 
with the result that the proposals made by tbc men (except their gratuitous services) 
were acceded to, and the volunteers there and then assembled in the tunnel, arranged 
their shifts, chose their leaders, and at once commenced work.
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They beat back the smoke, and when they again got to the boiler it was 
agreed to extinguish the fire by playing high-pressure steam upon it. The means 
employed toward this end appear to the Commission to have boon of a perfunctory 
character. A canvas brattice, not even tight, was stretched across the tunnel, and 
steam was laid on for eighty hours, playing into a portion of the fire. It is difficult 
to see what good effect could have been expected from the employment of this agent 
in this way, when no steps had been taken to confine or circumscribe the fire by 
perfectly air-tight stoppings. On turning off the steam it was apparent that the 
experiment had entirely failed, and it was only after the work of five all-round shifts 
that the fire could again be approached, and attacked by the direct application of 
water. In the interval the fire had increased in intensity; the supply of water 
from flic surface having failed the necessary supply was obtained from one of 
the “ swallows ” referred to, which had crossed the tunnel some yards above the 
boiler. The air was kept to the face by “braft.icing” carried down the centre of 
the tunnel- and by opening stoppings on the right-hand side a return was 
secured for the smoke.

Opposite the boiler, and extending upwards for about half a chain, a very 
large fall of rock was observed to obstruct the ventilating current; and tbc 
Commission arc of opinion that ibis fall was the cause of the absence of smoke in 
the right-hand returns that enabled Doig, Younger, and Howe to wander in these 
wastes, as well as the search parties wbo discovered them on the following day. The 
top-coal under this fall was on fire, and the roof rock was intensely hot. The fire 
was seen burning, but not briskly, to tbc left, over the Id oiler, and along Tyndall’s 
heading. It was necessary to play water on a portion of it, and when cooled it was 
filled into the skips and drawn from the mine. This very greatly impeded the 
progress of the operations, during which the fire gained ground.

The
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The top-coal, with flakes of the superincumbent rock, had 
fallen from the tunnel to the left, over and behind the boiler. The 
workmen had removed the main body of the fall in tlie tunnel, had 
put out the fire in Tyndall’s heading, and had opened the stopping 
there, in order to give them relief from some of the steam and 
smoke. They had cleared the burning top-coal off tire top and 
along the left side of the boiler. The coal was seen burning at the 
back of the boiler above the flues, and the men wore on Thursday, 
the 15th of April, preparing to deal with this, when on the falling 
of a piece of rock above the corner of the pillar, near to the end of 
the boiler, the fire was discovered burning briskly in the bond thati* 
had been driven at an acute angle towards the tunnel and through 
the pillar. The position is marked a on marginal sketch.

The men opened out this stopping and saw a brisk fire burning in the bords 
to the rise of the boiler, and fed with fresh air from the tunnel, by way of the boiler. 
This fire may have spread in the top-coal. Next day, namely, on Friday, the 16th 
April, the deceased Isaiah Hyde discovered an extension of this fire inside the first 
stopping, above the boiler, in the tunnel marked b of marginal plan. The men were 
then withdrawn from the fall in the main tunnel, and were employed cutting down 
the top-coal to give room to play water on the fire. The following shift discovered 
an extension of the fire in the next bord, further up the tunnel, at c on marginal 
plan, and at once attacked this as explained. The men at this time seem to have 
got uneasy, and believed the fire had crept up behind them ; in consequence, Sam 
Passmore made a special search in a Lord higher up the tunnel than the last named, 
and proceeded some distance into the goaf, but discovered no fire.

About this time Mr. Campbell, the manager, who had a few days before 
tightened the stoppings to the east of C in No. 29 stopping (vide plan No. 3) 
accidentally discovered that it was open, and that a quantity of air was escaping over 
it into the waste, but saw no fire through it. He called the attention of the owners 
and the Examiner of Coal-fields to the circumstance, and these gentlemen believing 
that the stopping had been surreptitiously tampered with by some malicious person 
with the object of endangering life, the owners offered a reward of £50 for the 
conviction of the supposed culprit. The Commission regret that this received such 
prominence. Campbell, the manager, Mr. Mackenzie, and others were closely 
examined upon the point. The workmen in the tunnel do not seem to have noticed 
any deficiency in the amount of air while this stopping is supposed to have remained 
open. Ihe furnace-men at the mouth of the tunnel had received instructions not to 
admit anyone into the mine who was not immediately employed therein, and there 
is no evidence that they were remiss in their duties. 'With ten men at work in close 
proximity, and with no object to gain by doing so, the Commission cannot conceive 
of the possibility of such an occurrence taking place, excejit by one of the men 
employed. The offer of a reward under these circumstances might lie construed into 
reproach on the bona Jidcs of valorous men, every one of whom the Commission 
feel satisfied were impressed with a lofty sense of their duty. The state that 
Campbell found this stopping in is explainable in many ways ; and stoppings in a 
similar stab; arc seen every day within an extensive mine. No injury was done, the 
escape of air from the tunnel was trifling, and the Commission sec no justification 
for the action that the proprietors were advised to take.

576—C On
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On Sunday, tlie ]8tli of April, the ■workmen had satisfied themselves that 
with fire in the bords marked abode (on sketch plan, page 17) fed by fresh air 
coming over the boiler they could scarce hope, unless the plan of the operation was 
altered, to cope with the conflagration, which they had satisfied themselves was 
confined to the bords and pillars for about 2 chains square referred to above. 
Having quenched the flames, in that situation, for about a chain back from the 
tunnel they put in tight stoppings in the two bords above the boiler, with the 
intention of removing the fall remaining in tlie tunnel, and afterwards, by an 
alteration in the circuit of the air-current, to attack the fire at about the points 
marked on sketch, marginal plan, page 17.

During these arduous operations the Examiner of Coal-fields and Mr. 
Inspector Rowan were in constant attendance, taking no responsibility, but seeing 
that the men did not incur unnecessary risk, and ready to withdraw them should 
unforeseen danger arise. They mingled with the men, remained for hours with the 
shifts who battled with the fire, and while giving them a helping hand were ever 
■warning the workmen not to endanger their lives. They formed a part of the busy 
band of toilers who for some weeks laboriously struggled as one man, animated with 
one desire to successfully accomplish the work they had begun, sharing with these 
men ■whatever risk and danger existed, as well as the discomforts of the situation.

The owners and their Manager and subordinates also appear to have shown 
an equal interest and an unusual solicitude for the safety of the men ■worthy of all 
commendation. They wore present daily for hours at the very front of the operations, 
encouraging by their presence, yet urging the workmen to -withdraw rather than 
incur risk, and supplying all their requirements with a willing alacrity. The Com
mission feel it to be at once a pleasure and their duty to comment favourably upon 
the part taken by these gentlemen, and refer to the evidence given by the witnesses 
who wrcrc employed at these operations, every one of whom seemed pleased to 
express their approbation of the help give]!, and the anxiety felt, by the inspectors, 
owners, and Manager for their common safety.

On Monday, the 19th April, the men had commenced operations in the tunnel j 
about 14,700 cuhic feet of air was passing to the foot, and everything appeared 
favourable. The Inspector of Collieries, with a parting word of admonition to the 
men, left for Sydney.

The position of the bratticing is showoi on plan jSTo. 9, appended. About 
3.30 p.m. the shift, composed of the following ton men, were at work, namely:— 
Archibald Dime, Gilbert Kirkwood, Chas. Norwood, John Duncan, William Mantle 
(all of -whom were saved), and of Isaiah Hyde, Lancelot Allison, Thomas Rawe, 
Thomas Mantle, and Joseph Ruzza, who lost their lives. At the hour named aloud 
crash was heard, supposed to come from a point up the tunnel. The canvas 
bratticing, saturated with steam and hot wrater, fell upon and entangled John 
Duncan, scalding his arms and person. The crash was followed hy a strong rush of 
wind down the tunnel, carrying dust and fragments of grit, and extinguished 
every light, but does not seem to have knocked down any of the men or overturned 
a skip. A second crash and second rush of air, less strong, immediately followed, 
and a gust of air rushing over the boiler carried quantities of smoke and gas back 
upon the men. Gilbert Kirkwood, tbc leader of the shift, at once shouted to the

• men
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men to run for their lives, and a rush was made for the slops that were standing some 
distance above. The air current at once resumed its course, but in diminished volume, 
and carried with it quantities of choke-damp, which speedily began to affect the terror- 
stricken men. They tumbled into the skips that were provided to carryout rubbish. 
Some confusion seems to have arisen as to signalling. This was ultimately relegated 
to Archibald Durie, who, however, considered that the signal had become deranged, 
wliile the men on the surface affirm that no signal was given.

On the surface a sudden jet of smoke was seen to emerge out of the left-hand 
furnace-shaft, and a belch of air and dust came out of the tunnel mouth, but was not 
repeated; while H. Grant, who is evidently endowed with an enlarged organ of 
wonder, affirms that he was ejected for over a hundred yards out of the tunnel, and 
for many yards into the open air. This is an incredible story, and the Commission 
feel satisfied, as the man received no injury, and was one of tlie first to run into 
the tunnel to render assistance, that the incident referred to did not occur. They 
refer to the evidence of H. Grant, and tlie reliable evidence of Joseph Campbell, who 
was standing near the spot indicated by Grant.

Seeing that something serious had occurred, Jos. Campbell considered it 
prudent to have the skips drawn out of the mine.

Meantime the men in the mine being in the dark, and feeling that the air- 
current was sluggish and contained choke-damp, and a gust of smoke having only a 
moment before come from the boiler, and believing that the tunnel had closed 
hurriedly, got out of the skips and made for the pit-bank. When, however, the 
skips began to move 0. Norwood and John Duncan got into them. As they 
proceeded some rubbish from the stoppings, that had been blown out, ivas strewn 
across the road. Over this the skips were drawn, and in consequence they left the 
rails. The jolting thus occasioned threw out Duncan. As they were passing him 
Kirkwood managed to throw his arm over the end of the last slap, and, hanging on 
with desperate energy, succeeded in being dragged out of danger. Jno. Duncan 
afterwards caught the rope, and by it was dragged upwards; while Arch. Durie, with 
William Mantle leading, walked or crept to positions of safety. Dor a grapMc 
account of the catastrophe the Commission would refer to the evidence of A. Durie 
and the other four men saved, viz., 0. Norwood, G. Kirkwood, J. Duncan, and Wm. 
Mantle; and for the positions where the bodies of the other five men were found, 
see evidence of Jos. Campbell, also plan No. 3.

With a promptitude deserving of the highest praise Joseph Campbell at once 
entered the mine. He was accompanied by H. Grant and Wm. Martin, both of 
whom for the second time rendered signal service; and after passing several of the 
saved men the search party, under Campbell, now augmented by many willing 
volunteers, observing that the stoppings were more or less blown down, and from 
the openings choke-damp was emanating, hurriedly repaired the breaches, and in 
this way restored the ventilating current, so that in a remarkably short space of time 
the searchers were enabled to reach the 23rd stopping from the tunnel mouth.

At this point the bodies of the unfortunate men, Isaiah Hyde and Thomas 
Kawc, were found, and knowing that no other bodies were in tlie mine the searchers 
Avithdrcw, and the smoke and choke-damp remained stationary at the 22nd stopping 
thereafter.

19
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The five men saved from the catastrophe assert that on their progress up the 
tunnel they passed over some live coal opposite some of the stoppings. The Com
mission satisfied themselves in examining witnesses that no fire existed so far as is 
known heyond the 31st stopping, and none was observed through the blown-out 
stoppings as far down as the 22nd. (See Jos. Campbell’s evidence.) They fail to see 
how the fire centred at the boiler could extend over the “ swallow” of water referred 
to in the time, and can only refer to the apparently reasonable hypothesis set forth 
by Mr. Inspector Rowan when examined on tins point (vide Rowan’s evidence). On 
this subject they cannot offer any further remarks.

The evidence is most decisive that succeeding the rush of air after the loud noise 
that gave intimation to the unfortunate workmen that a serious accident had taken 
place the ventilation resumed its course, and carried before it down the tunnel waves 
or quantities of choke-damp that affected all the men. Some of the saved noticed 
that the state of the atmosphere deteriorated as they approached some of the stop
pings a considerable distance up the tunnel.

Tlie evidence of Campbell, the then Manager, clearly explains the state of 
these stoppings a few minutes after the accident. Portions of the loose material 
with which they were composed had been blown out across the road. Towards the 
top of the tunnel very little damage had hcen done, and that contiguous to the roof. 
Purthcr down a greater quantity of the packing had been scattered across the road 
from left to right, thus indicating the source and direction of the force, whilst 
others had been bodily shifted. So far as one can judge, the chief force of the blast 
appears to have been concentrated below the 15th stopping, and extended down as 
far as the place whore the bodies of Hyde and Rowe were found, hut the evidence of 
tlie survivors goes to show that probably below that point damage had been done to 
stoppings.

As to I he cause of this serious accident, as might have been anticipated, two 
theories have been propounded. It would appear that of the five survivors some 
u ere too nervous and agitated to think of a canse. In the case of others, such as 
A. Durie, the idea of a fall of the roof seems to have shot through their minds ; pro
bably none of the survivors really did formulate any canse until their recovery and 
had time for reflection. Row far their own judgment was then influenced hy the 
anxious inquiries and conversations of friends it is impossible to judge. The causes 
assigned for this accident have been as follows :—

1. An explosion of Pire-damp.
2. A fall of the Roof.

With respect to the first or explosion theory the Commission consider that they have 
sifted the subject to the bottom. The theory appears to have emanated from men 
possessing no mining erudition and ignorant of tlie chemistry of gases, and to have 
been accepted hy some of them as a convenient reason to assign for a most deplor
able and somewhat obscure accident—by men who were groping for light, and who 
were, from their evidence, perfectly ignorant of the laws that regulate the explosion 
of fire-damp. To some extent tins was looked upon as the cause of tlie accident hy 
the witness Kirkwood, who, however, considered that the gas that did explode was the 
smoke that issued from the fire. This, the Commission feel, need only he referred to 
that its utter absurdity may be seen. In justice to this witness he did not insist 
upon his opinion, nor apparently was he positive that he was treading upon safe 
ground. The witnesses J. Davies, R. Grant, and A. Durie, likewise, were inclined to

accept

20



691

accept this doctrine. The whole of these men had never seen or heard of fire-damp 
having been seen in the colliery; the former thought that smoke might explode. 
The second (R. Grant) believed that a reservoir of fire-damp had accumulated 
toward Eskbank boundary, and in a position where he himself admitted choke-damp 
—the antithesis of fire-damp—had formerly existed. This man, as may ho seen from 
his evidence on the point, had not considered how many difficulties presented them
selves before his theory was possible. He admitted that fire-damp had not been 
seen, and was ignorant of the nature and composition of explosive mixtures. 
A. Durie (page 56-57), in his evidence, thought at first that the accident was due to 
a heavy fall, and he only afterwards inclined to the belief that it might he due to an 
explosion. On this point lie was hy no means certain, nor had he cogent reasons for 
the belief he had subsequently entertained. If the evidence tendered hy these 
witnesses he taken in connection with that given on the point by witnesses such as 
Messrs. ^Mackenzie, Rowan, Dixon, Campbell, Turnbull, and Davies, the Commis
sion feel that little remains to be said further than to mention that the whole of the 
witnesses agree in stating that the ordinary and positive signs or sequela of an 
explosion were absent. JSTo flame was observed, no superheated atmosphere existed, 
no steam was seen, no evidence of burning on tire pillars or woodwork, or on the 
bodies of the unfortunate men. There was no derangement of the air-current; the 
force went with the wind. The propoundors of the explosion theory could not 
explain : 1st. How it was possible for a mine in which no gas had ever been seen to 
have an accumulation of this at Eskbank. boundary, and why this place should have 
been chosen by it, so to speak, as a magazine; 2nd. Or where the gas was generated; 
3rd. Or how, if exploded, when no light was near; 4th. Or how it was possible for a 
reservoir of light carburetted hydrogen to get mixed with the requisite volumes of 
fresh air to render it explosive, with open wastes surrounding it, full of smoke and of 
carbonic acid gas; or 5th. Nor had they considered that in the event of carburetted 
hydrogen gas existing it could not explode if, when rendered explosive by the 
addition of the requisite volume of air, it became mixed with a very small per cen- 
tage of choke-damp; and, finally, that with light carburetted hydrogen gas in an 
explosive condition, contiguous to Eskbank or thereabout, it was not possible 
for an explosion to occur, seeing that to draw it out of its lurking place it 
must pass through wastes filled with smoke and .carbonic acid gas, and that at the 
moment the left-hand return contained or was passing an amount of carbonic 
acid sufficient to qualify and render inert any explosive mixture. The Commission 
feel that it is supererogation to remark that the lairs that regulate the explosion of 
photo-carburetted hydrogen gas are fixed and inexorable, and if, as stated, this is 
qualified with the admixture of carbonic acid gas an explosion is impossible.

The evidence of an explosion was, from the first, not only weak, but was not 
supported by a single intelligible statement or reason.

With respect to the cause being assigned to the occurrence of a heavy fall of 
the roof, the Commission feel that they are treading upon solid ground.

Ealls of the roof appear to have been of frequent occurrence on the north side 
of the tunnel; Hen. Grant, in his evidence, refers to his hearing the sound of falls 
in this locality. Wliile Samuel Passmore refer's to one fall that occurred in the 
waste behind the boiler, when the rush of air, caused by the displacement, blew’ the 
doors of the underground boiler open. C. Norwood speaks of a fall that took place 
behind tlie boiler only the day before the accident, that blew out smoke and dust, 
and extinguished lights. Everyone conversant with mining operations knows how 
frequently heavy falls occur in the old and abandoned workings of a mine.

In
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In tlie present case tlie fall that suddenly displaced a quantity of air sufficient 
to partially “blow out so many of the stoppings on the left-hand side (northern) of 
the tunnel, and to have forced open the trap-doors at the furnaces, and displaced the 
ashes on the grate, and, rushing up the left-hand up east, started the wooden slabbing 
and clay plaster on the sloping tunnel that connected that up-cast shaft with the 
chimney, must have been a fall of some magnitude, hut not necessarily greater 
than falls that occur, and are soon forgotten, in mines where the wastes do not 
contain accumulations of carbonic acid gas.

Mr. Inspector Dixon spoke of a fall that had recently occurred at Lambton 
Colliery, where the rush of air, had it been directed, as it was not, against stoppings, 
would probably have demolished them. Mr. Inspector Rowan instanced a fall 
where the rush of air was so great that it forced the winding-cage in the shaft 
through the “ midwall” or partition; wliile the Examiner of Coal-fields and others 
described the blast occasioned by a great fall at the Wallsend Colliery as sufficient 
to knock down horses and men, to level and demolish brick stoppings, and dash the 
skips about. Other witnesses gave similar incidents from their own experiences, 
and the Commission, conscious of similar catastrophes, endorse these statements. 
The Commission feel that although in the present condition of the colliery it is 
impossible to ascertain the locality, yet they are satisfied that to a fall of the roof 
and to that alone, that occurred towards the left of the tunnel, and probably in the 
vicinity of the encroachment from Eskbank workings, this lamentable accident is to 
be attributed.

It is well known that over a considerable area in that neighbourhood the 
pillars were removed, and from that towards the point G- (plan No. 3) the pillars 
were of small size, and the bords were unusually wide. This part of the mine has 
been abandoned for years, consequently the timber that originally supported the 
roof coal must have decayed, and the roof and small pillars, yielding to the decay 
incident to exposure, must have been considerably weakened, and in a fit state to 
subside. On account of the fire these old working must have been filled with 
steam, carbonic acid gas, and the products of combustion. They did contain before 
tlie fire quantities of "stythc.” A heavy fall occurring in this locality would 
suddenly displace a quantity of air and gas that 'would rush impetuously and 
unrestrained across the open bords, sweeping before it the contained choke-damp 
until it found relief. The left return, already passing a full quantity of air across 
the narrow space that existed between the water and the roof, could not give it vent, 
but a portion of the force wras spent in urging the air in that return onward, forcing 
the door and displacing the slabbing above the up-cast shaft. The residual force 
spent itself in blowing the stoppings, and the top of these, being thinnest, and 
offering least resistance, yielded to the extent required.

The resistance of the water in the lower hollow’ may have been sufficient to 
prevent any serious blast to travel over the site of the fire, and the slight rush of 
smoke after the first blast had ceased may represent the amount of force that was 
spent in that direction.

Tlie stoppings on the left or north side of the tunnel giving wray allowed the 
foul air and carbonic acid gas from the wastes to pom into the tunnel, and this 
force caused the “wind” that rushed downwards after the first crash was heard by 
the men engaged at the fire. The incoming air carried or rolled this heavy gas 
downwards until it became diffused and met the men on their way out, with the 
dire results narrated. Having
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Haying thus, at some length, described the history, mode of working, character 
of the same, its condition and arrangements, the Commission, after considering tlie 
evidence, have unanimously agreed to present to Your Excellency the following 
findings :—

Eirst—That the underground fire that occurred on Saturday or Sunday, 
the 13th or 14th of Eebruary of this year, arose at the underground 
boiler, and was in all probability caused by the defective arrangements 
explained, arising from the stolid and implacable indifference and 
disregard of the management to the unsafe condition of tlie under
ground arrangements.

Second—That John Doig, manager, Charles Younger, banksman, and 
William Hawe, minor, met their deaths by the inhalation of carbonic 
acid gas, while in the wastes on the right-hand side of the tunnel.

The reasons that induced these men to penetrate these wastes is inexplicable, and 
the Commission, although most unwilling to pronounce judgment upon the actions 
of those who have lost their lives while in the discharge of their duty, cannot come 
to any other opinion than that the deaths of these three men are due to a grave 
error in judgment, for which they themselves wore alone responsible.

Third—That the second accident, of the 19th April, was caused by a “wind 
blast,” the result of a fall of the top-coal, or of the overlying rock, of 
unknown extent, and in an unascertained locality of the old workings 
to ihe north of the tunnel—probably in the vicinity of the encroach
ment from Eskbank—that forced the foul and exhausted air, smoke, 
and carbonic acid gas, or carbonic oxide gas, that filled these wastes, 
as -well as the foul air of the left-hand return, through the stoppings, 
into the main intake or tunnel. -

Eourth—That Isaiah Hyde, Thomas Rawe, Lancelot Allison, J. Mantle, 
and Joseph Buzza wrere killed by the inhalation of carbonic acid gas, 
and others as detailed.

Fifth—That this lamentable occurrence wras a pure accident, one that 
could not have been foreseen, and was unpreventible, for which no one, 
in the opinion of the Commission, is to blame or can be held responsible.

The Commission have given great consideration to other points connected with tlie 
arrangements in this mine, and -would most respectfully desire to report upon these to 
Your Excellency.

The deceased manager, John Doig, vras vested with the -whole and solo control 
of the mine and its accessories, and he had not been in the habit of reporting events 
to the proprietors. The mine gave them no concern, and was on all hands con
sidered to be a singularly safe one, and the proprietors, being unskilled men, -wore 
quite willing not to be troubled with details.

The stoppings were constructed of small coal, strengthened in some cases, 
where required, with timber. They seem to have been carefully constructed; and 
the fact that no complaints have ever been made by the men about the ventilation; 
that it exceeded the quantity prescribed by the Coal Mines Regulation Act; that the 
Inspeetors were perfectly satisfied; and that, during tho operations for extingdishing
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tlie underground fire, the quantity of air reaching the men amounted to 14,750 
cuhic feet per minute: the Commission can come to no other conclusion than that 
these were sufficient, and served all the purposes of stoppings. In constructing 
these of small coal this Colliery followed the custom of the district, and of other 
districts of the Colony, where large daily outputs are obtained.

In the case of returns that convey smoke and hot gases from the fires of under
ground boilers, the veriest novice in coal-mining ought to have readily seen and 
apprehended the nature of the danger. It was enough that the pillars of coal over 
this long return were perfectly unprotected ; but to add to the danger by controlling 
this important circuit by means of stoppings composed of slack coal appears to the 
Commission to be inexcusable. Tlie condition and character of this return was far 
from satisfactory, and forms but a link in a comparatively long chain of lax arrange
ments and indifference for the safety of the mine. This was, it is true, not the cause 
of the accident, and, at the best, had only an indirect influence in determining the 
course taken bv the blast.

Tor reasons given, the Commission do not attribute the melancholy loss af life 
that resulted from these stoppings being partially blown out to the character of the 
stoppings. The accident was not foreseen, nor could it under any conditions have 
been anticipated. The residual or marginal force inherent in the blast, after blow
ing the stoppings, must have been considerable, but it is impossible to estimate what 
that marginal force was, Brick stoppings, though more workmanlike, offer but a 
poor resistance to a sudden blast where tlie energy of the air has been suddenly and 
forcibly generated. In this Colony such stoppings have been demolished by the air 
force generated by a fall of tlie roof. Had tlie stoppings along the tunnel been of 
brick it is doubtful whether they would have resisted the sudden shock or push of 
this “wind” blast; and if they had yielded there can be no doubt that the damage would 
have been greater, and probably not one of the five men saved would have come out 
of Lithgow tunnel alive. At the same time tlie Commission are of opinion that 
brick stoppings ought in all cases to control the course of every return that conveys 
the gases from underground furnaces; that all returns should be easily accessible, 
and should be travcllable ; and that stoppings of brick, or of some substantial 
and imperishable material, should control main air-currents. In a future report the 
Commission hope to give, at length, their views on stoppings as hearing upon 
ventilation.

The rapper-wire, at the moment after the accident, was, it is believed, 
deranged. The men requiring its aid wore in a state of desperate excitement; 
probably the signals were not properly managed, but if they were, the Commission 
see in the damaged stoppings a reason for the derangement of the wire. It was 
impossible to foresee this accident, and this being so, it is difficult to protect a 
signalling apparatus from tlie effects of an accident that could not have been 
anticipated. The signalling wire seems to have been properly bung, to have been 
hung in the usual manner, and to have acted before the accident to the satisfaction 
of the very men who, at the moment of danger, found it, to their horror, unworkable. 
The wire must have been covered by the debris from the blown-out stoppings. To 
protect a wire in tubes would be to curtail its usefulness, and prevent the possibility 
of effecting repairs or inspecting its condition; neither would this protect it from all 
accidents. The Commission, in absolving the management from any blame in

respect

24



695

respect to the rapper-wire, would desire to point out to your Excellency that the 
signalling apparatus was not used for the purpose of signalling the embarkation of 
men, but was only provided for the sole purpose of indicating when a train of coal- 
skips was ready to be drawn out of the mine.

The practice of permitting large accumulations of ashes contiguous to a 
ventilating furnace, as has been the custom at this colliery, is a most unsafe and 
reprehensible one, and betrays a reckless disregard for the general safety of property; 
these ought, in all cases, to be removed at once out of the mine.

The Inspector of Collieries appears to have visited this colliery regularly and 
periodically in accordance with the Act, and found no cause to complain of tho 
manner in which it was conducted. The Commission regret that such a zealous 
officer as Mr. Inspector Eowan had not his attention directed to the condition and 
arrangements of the under boiler of this colliery, and also that he did not consider it 
necessary to make any exhaustive inspection either of this structure or of tho state 
of the left-hand return. Had this been done the Commission are confident that his 
experience and natural caution would have caused tlie glaring defects elicited during 
this inquiry to have been removed, and thus have averted a calamity that has 
brought sorrow to many happy homes, and cast a gloom over the peaceful village of 
Lithgow.

Although tliis may be no part of their duty the Commission hope that Your 
Excellency will pardon them for remarking, that in their opinion, special provisions 
ought to be taken by the owners to isolate the portion of their workings to tlie rise 
of Ho. 2 cross-cut, and that have been sealed off from the eastern workings by very 
strong 27" brick stopping, shewn upon plan No. 3. Tho doubt that exists as to the 
exact position of the old bords, on account of the irregular manner that surveys have 
been taken, is very great. To broach these lower workings that are now full of 
carbonic acid or kindred gases might lead to grave results. The ordinary flank and 
straight-in bore-holes in the exploring drifts may not prove sufficient, and a direct 
safety road and separate opening to the air (a shaft) in advance of the faces should 
be earned out without loss of time.

The Commission feel it at once their duty and their pleasure to absolve the 
Inspector of Collieries from all blame or reproach in being ignorant of the occurrence 
of the previous fires referred to, and which were not reported to him. The anxiety 
and the good work done by this gentleman during tho progress of the operations for 
extinguishing the fire is beyond all praise, and deserves special record.

The encroachment that has taken place from the coal workings, in Eskbank 
into those of Lithgow Valley, invests tho question of extinguishing the fire in the 
last-named Colliery noth a peculiar interest, and may yet be productive of baneful 
results. Erom the Itepovt of the Committee appointed by tho Commission to inspect 
Eskbank southern workings, it would appear that, along tlie boundary of Lithgow 
"V alley estate, tlie pillars of coal have been taken out and the roof allowed to fall. 
(fkle Report No. 5.) The Reporters attest, and other Commissions corroborate, that 
an appreciable current of air is coursing through the crevices of these falls towards 
Lithgow 'Yhillcy workings. If this air is finding its way into the wastes of this mine, 
and is supplying oxygen to the conflagration raging there, no other course is open to 
the owners, if they desire to recover their property, than to form a large dam and

impound
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impound surface waters, and at all hazards to flood their mine. If this is done, the 
Commission have no doubt that, after rising a certain height in the workings, the 
water will flow into Eskbank. If tho fire is fed with air from Eskbank, and flooding 
is not carried out, there does not appear to be any limit to the extent over which this 
fire may not eventually travel.

The operations connected with the attempt to extinguish the underground fire 
in Lithgow Valley Mine appear to the Commission to have been planned and 
conducted with judgment and circumspection. The work was cautiously carried on 
by efficient and capable men, every one of whom were conversant with their duties, 
and alive to their responsibilities and danger. Eut for tho deplorable accident of 
the 19th of April success would soon, in all probability, have rewarded their long 
continued efforts. The Commission, from their experience of such accidents, can 
fully estimate tho trying and arduous nature of the work, and can the more readily 
appreciate efforts that unfortunately came to nought.

In the recovery of the bodies of the eight men who met an untimely death 
while in the discharge of their duty in this mine the Commission desire to record, 
that in addition to the men whose names have already been referred to, many others 
performed deeds of true heroism, that prove them to have been imbued, when facing 
danger, with that unselfish humanity and chivalrous gallantry that from all time has 
been the characteristic feature of, and has lent a peculiar nobility and manliness to 
those immediately engaged in mining pursuits.

Certified under our hands and seal on this the 10th day of June, 1886:—
(ns.) JAMES 11. M. EOBEETSON, President, 
(ms.) J. Y. NEILSON.

. (ns.) JOHN JONES.
(ns.) -IAS. SWINBURN.
(ms.) WILLIAM TURNBULL.
(ns.) WILLIAM DAVIES.
(ms.) JOHN THOMAS.
(ns.) JOHN USHER.
(ns.) JAMES CURLEY.

Witnesses—W. Hog ax,

0. E. Eish.
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EOTAX COMMISSION ON COLLIEEIES—MINUTES OF ETIDENCJt. fc7

MONDAY, 3 MAT, 1886.
^rtscnt;—

De. ROBBETSON, M.D., B.R.S., C.E., Peesident.
Mr. J. USHER.
Mr. .1. THOMAS. 
Mr. J. T. HEILSON. 
Mr. ,T. SWINBURN.

Mr. JAS. CURLEY. 
Me. WM. DAVIES. 
Mr. JOHN JONES.

Thomas T. Wilton waa the first witness called.
President, before administering tlie oath, said: "We propose, Mr, Wilton, to examine you upon Mr. 

some general points connected with the calamities that have recently occurred at your colliery. T. T. Wilton.
Mr. Wilton z May 1 be allowed, Mr. President, to ask one or two questions. Of course you will 

understand what I am going to ask is merely intended for our own protection, and in your interests as ® May, 1886. 
well. I want to know, if you please, what are the powers of the Commission? Can you compel tho 
attendance of any one, for instance ?

President: Undoubtedly. The Commission have very large powers.
Mr. Wilton : Will the inquiry be a secret one—with closed doors, I mean?
President: Yes, 1 believe it will be conducted with closed doors, and that the evidence will 

not be made public till it is complete.
Mr. Wilton : Then I have to ask yon can any of us be present, or can we be represented, so as to 

enable us to elicit the whole truth, because we feel that statements may be made to you by witnesses 
which perhaps the Commission would be unable to judge the value of under cover of the secrecy with 
which these proceedings aro to be conducted. It might occur that certain damaging, and at the same 
time untruthful, statements might he made by some witnesses for interested purposes. At the same time,
I wish it to bo clearly understood that I am fully convinced the desire of the Commission is to have the 
fullest and fairest inquiry so far as possible.

President: Yes, Mr. Wilton.
Mr. Wilton: Now, unless some care be taken—such care, I mean, as only a trained or skilled 

advocate can. bring to bear in such inquiries—tbe Commission might be misled by statements which have 
no truth in fact to support them. 'This inquiry is placed in a very different position from that of an 
ordinary Commission. You are charged with an inquiry which may involve us in very serious conse
quences. Now, in common fair-play and justice, we should not be standing in the position of 
accused persons with evidence brought behind their backs, and at tbe same time possibly to have 
damaging statements made without any chance of refuting them. In a word, we want to know what 
charges are brought against us. This is the difficult position in which you and we are placed.

President: We have not yet considered that point, Mr. Wilton. Have you any others to 
bring forward. H not, we will ask you to be good enough to retire while we consider the question you 
have raised.

Mr. Wilton : Perhaps it is better to finish one or two other matters first. I want to ask you will 
tbe evidence be taken on oath ?

President; Yes, by every witness.
Jf?\ Wilton : What 1 want to get at is this : We have nothing to conceal, and we wish for the 

fullest and most open inquiry.
President: I think we have already decided that tho principals ought not to be present.
Mr.. Wilton .- And yet, sir, that appears to be tbe only way in which we could protect ourselves 

hy furnishing you with testimony in reply to anything that may be charged against ns.
President : Tlie Commission propose in the event of any serious charge being made to recall 

any witness against whom such a charge may ho made, so that he may have an opportunity of answer
ing it. Any unsubstantiated allegation must go for nothing, and wc are anxious to institute the most 
thorough and searching investigation into the accidents.

Mr. Wilton.- Let us suppose that a witness said a man who was dead had told him something or
other.

President: Unless that something could be proved it would go for nothing, and surely in the 
case yon suggest the proof would be extremely difficult.

Mr. Wilton : All I ask you, gentlemen, is, to place yourselves in our position and consider hoiv you 
would like to have an inquiry conducted with closed doors which might involve the question as to whether 
you were responsible for the loss of several lives through neglecting to supply certain necessary appliances 
for any kind of works, or some other culpable neglect. How would you like to feel that such things 
might be said which would leave an impression unfavourable to you on the minds of persons appointed 
to conduct such iuquiry ? Besides which, I would point out that no reporters being present statements 
might be made 'which would very likely embarrass the Commission in any report that they may make,

Mr. Swinbvrn : I think we are quite able to judge of those who may come before us as witnesses.
"We shall be able to form our own judgment of the statements that may he made.

Mr. Wilton : If the Commission would do this—that in case of any charges being made they 
would kindly give us an opportunity of knowing what those charges are,—that is all I ask.

President: I hope I made it plain to you that I would recall you, or the principal witness, in 
the event of a charge being made.

Mr. Neilson: As a magistrate, I can assure you that witnesses will only be allowed to speak of 
facts within their own knowledge. The examination will bo carried out here in the same way as in the 
ordinary Courts,

Mr. Wilton asked if a representative could be present
The President pointed out that if tbc privilege were granted to the owners it would have to be 

extended to others.
Mr. Wilton : I do not want any solicitor. Wc are confident of our own position. But can we have 

a representative present ?
[At this stage Mr. Wilton was asked to retire, while the Commission discussed the matter brought 

under their notice.]
President: Well, gentlemen, I am not surprised that this point has been brought up. It is 

one that I expected when the Commission was appointed, and 1 strongly urged several members of the
G-ovemment <
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„ _ Government to appoint some barrister upon the Commission in order to meet this particular point. I do
. T. Wilton. nok think it is a point we need to be surprised at. It is one I should have raised myself, and it is one 

3 we ^a,vo consider. As constituted, we cannot cross-examine. It will only be an examination-in-
a"V’ * cliief. Every member of the Commission has the right to amplify the first examination, and put any 

question he may think has been omitted. But such a thing as cross-examination is out of our 
province. " _

Mr. Usher: Surely, as some member has put it to Mr. Wilton, wc have brains sufficient to see if 
any person exhibited a strong prejudice against the Company, and then we should recall witnesses who 
might be able to give rebutting evidence.

President: Wc must do that in common fairness to parties.
Mr. Davies: But I understand he wishes to be represented. _
President: No; I think he is satisfied with being given an opportunity of being recalled, if 

necessary,
Mr. Davies; I want to be more clear as to the meaning of Mr. Wilton. He seems to insinuate 

that there will he witnesses here hostile to the Company,
President: I think ho only raised a hypothetical case.
Mr. Davies: Well, it seems to me that we arc here to judge impartially of the value of the 

evidence.
Mr. Jones: I understand that to be also the feeling of Mr. Wilton. But that if statements con

sidered damaging to the Company were made—and as this is a close inquiry—they should be made 
acquainted with them, and be allowed to call evidence in rebuttal.

Mr. Gurley: In a private inquiry like this the Company will be examined, and they and their witnesses 
will give the fullest information the}7 possibly can. The other witnesses who may come forward will do tho 
same. How then is Mr. Wilton, or any of the Company, to be informed of whatmay be stated here unless 
we supply them with such information, If we give them the information, we afford them an opportunity 
of producing other evidence in rebuttal of any charges that may be made ; and if they had this oppor
tunity, the parties giving tbe information they object to would need to be informed of the nature of the evi
dence, in order to allow them an opportunity of supporting the testimony they had given in chief.

President: Gentlemen, Mr. Wilton probably misunderstands the objects of the Commission, 
It is not to place any one in danger. We cannot cast anyone in damages, or fine. Our duty is simply to 
report to the Governor, and to state our impressions as to the cause or causes of certain accidents.

Mr. Jones: I think we all understand that. If wc like to recall one witness, we can recall 
another.

President: Certainly, if a man makes a serious statement, we may say, “ Are you in a position 
to prove it? ” If he says, “I am not personally, but it was told me by another,” then he must produce 
that other. If the other cannot be produced, then wo have to consider what value should be attached on 
the evidence of the person who in the first place made such a statement.

Mr. Davies: The question Mr. Wilton put as to the powers of the Commission seemed to embrace 
bis meaning.

President: Wc can easily satisfy him on that point by handing him the Commission for 
inspection.

Mr. Davies: Concerning Mr. Mackenzie, sir, I think it right that I should express the opinion 
that it is out of place that the Chief Examiner of Coal-fields should be Mr. Wilton’s guest. I know it 
does not come within our power to do anything in the matter. But it seems very much out of place.

President: I think we may all have an opinion on that subject. But at the same time, as you 
say, it is not a part of our Commission to deal with it. However: I tell you what is part of our power. 
You can put questions to the Chief Examiner when he is before us as to any question arising out of or 
depending upon that. I think it is probably imprudent for him to do so, and you can examine him upon 
that. It would be no fault of Mr. Wilton, for instance, if he, out of a spirit of hospitality, invited the 
members of this Commision to take up our residence with him. It would be our fault if we did so. Ho 
not press this side issue. •

After some further conversation Mr. Wilton was called in, and,— _ _
The President explained the feeling of the Commission in reference to the representations laid 

before them on behalf of the Company. He said, looking at the matter in all its aspects, wc think it 
would be undesirable for any representative of tho Commission to be in the room while the inquiry is 
proceeding. At the same time, in the event of any point being raised such as you, Mr. Wilton, have 
hypothetically put before us, you must have perfect reliance on the oath we have taken, and upon our 
judgment and spirit of fairness as to the recalling of any witness where it would seem desirable to do 
so. I think, Mr. Wilton, you may feel at ease with this assurance.

Mr. Wilton expressed himself as perfectly satisfied, and was then examined.
Thomas T. Wilton sworn:—

1. President.'] Mr. Wilton, will you state to us the names of the owners of the Lithgow Valley 
Colliery ? The Lithgow Valley Colliery belongs to a registered Company consisting of eight or nine 
shareholders, and registered under the Companies Act.
2. Two accidents have occurred at the Lithgow Valley mine, I believe, during the presentyear ? Yes.
3. Can you give the date of tho first accident ? Either on the 14th or 15th Eebruary last. It was on a 
Monday morning that the discovery was made that something had gone wrong in the mine.
4. How many men lost their lives in connection with the first accident? Three (3).
5. AVhat were their names ? John Doig, the manager; Charles Younger, the banksman; and William 
Eowe, a miner.
6. Can you give us the date of the second accident ? It was about a fortnight ago.
7. Can yon give ns the date ? I think it was on the 10th of last month, but there has been so much con
fusion 1 cannot be certain.
8. How many lost their lives on account of that accident ? Five.
0. Their names ? 1 cannot give you their Christian names. 1 can give you some. There was Isaiah
Hyde, Launcclot Allison, and Mantle—whether William or Thomas I don’t remember—and a man named 
Buzza, and young Eawe.
10. Mr, Doig was the manager who was lost in the first accident; how long had he been manager to

your
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your Company previous to the accident ? I suppose ten or twelve years. I cannot tell exactly, but I
know it dated somewhere from 1875. 1. l. Wilton.
11. Did you consider him a capable manager ? Tes; he was a very excellent man. t
12. Who is your present mauager ? Mr. Campbell. 3 Ma^' 18S6‘
13. When was he appointed ? Shortly after the date of the first accident.
Id'. A few days, I suppose ? Yes, after the first accident we took all the men over to the Hermitage Colliery.
15. Returning to Mr. Doig, late manager of the Lithgow Valley Colliery, will you state what powers you 
or your Company gave him as manager ? He had entire control and all powrer.
16. Was he endowed with all powers as to ordering material for the use of the mine, for example? Yes, 
certainly, unless any very serious expense was involved. If any sudden necessity arose for his getting 
anything, he would go to the accountant, and say you must get so-and-so (whatever it might be), and he 
would order it.
17. What powers did he possess in the case of an emergency as to the purchase or ordering of 
material? Well, no special provision was made for that, because the occasion never arose. Besides, Mr.
Gell, one of my partners, was living here, and was nearly always on the ground, and in nearly all cases 
reference was made to him. Last year Mr. Gell was away, and then they were in constant communica- 
tirm with me, and I was telegraphed to if any immediate cause arose. But, so far as our experience goes, 
there never has occurred such an emergency as you suggest.
IS. More the proprietors conversant with the condition of the mine ? No.
19. Have you special rules for tho colliery ? Oh, yes. .
20. Could you lodge copies of them with the Commission ? Yes, certainly. I may say that the owners 
wore not at all conversant with mining.
21. Did you not in any-way control the operations of the mine? Not at all; there was one general 
instruction given as to the management.
22. To whom did yon delegate the conducting of operations ? To the manager—that was to keep on with 
the main headings, for w’e were anxious to define our boundaries.
23. You delegated the control of all your mining operations above and below to tho manager ? Yes. I 
may tell you that it had been a matter of common remark that since wre had been "working the mine we 
had had no trouble at all. Wc had infinitely more trouble given to us about other branches of the 
business. But, as I have said, wo do not understand tlie practical work of mining, and wre left it to Mr.
Doig. I do not know one of the people except to see them on pay-day.
24. Do you know if the mine was inspected regularly by tho Inspectors of Coal-fields ? 1 believe so.
25. Did Mr. Doig intimate to you or to the Company that such inspections had been held ? No, I have 
heard nothing about it,. As I have said, the mine was managed by him, and gave us no trouble; the coal 
regularly came out, and the matters you refer to were taken as ordinary details. If the inspeetors came 
I never knew of it; I never saw' one ; but they may have been there for all that.
26. Have the Company ever received any official complaint from the Inspector or Examiner of Coal-fields 
as to the condition of the mine ? No, never. At one time wm wore told that we ought to have a second 
opening to the day.
27. Who told yon ? The Examiner of Coal-fields, I think, or Mr. Ewan.
28. When was that ? It must he some years ago now.
29. How many years ago? I do not knowr; it may be two or three years ; another witness will be able 
to tell you that.
30. What other witness is that? Mr. Gell, I should say; or Mr. Campbell ought to know. At that time we 
looked upon it that we should bo compelled to undertake the "work; but other people did not believe that 
a second entrance was necessary.
31. When you received this communication from tbe inspector, what course did you pursue? We imme
diately complied with his request,
32. Did the mauager ever report the mine to he in a defective or dangerous condition ? Never.

^ 33. Are you acquainted with the provisions of the Coal-fields Regulation Act—have you ever read the 
’ Act ? I have read the .A ct through.

34. Then, Mr. Wilton, you are aware that the owners are compelled, under the Coal-fields Regulations Act, 
to keep an accurate plan of tho mine ? Yes.
35. Who did you appoint to make plans of the mine? Mr. Doig.
36. And were you satisfied that this "work was performed regularly? Yes, or wc should have had notice
from the Government authorities. _
37. Have you ever received any official or other complaint from the examiner or inspector as to the con
dition of the plan ? No, unless something of a general complaint that it was not presentable, but no com
plaint in any way impugning its accurateness.
38. When was that complaint maile? There was no formal complaint; it was more theresult of a conversation.
39. Then do I understand you to say that you have received no actual complaint ? Yes, never.
40. This is the plan of your mine, I believe, Mr. Wilton [pointing to plan on the table] ? I believe so; 
it was frightfully knocked about on the day of the accident, as you may see.
41. Are you aware of the provisions of the Coal-fields Regulations Act as to the scale which colliery plans 
should bo drawn up on ? Yes, 2 chains to the inch, I believe.
42. This is the only plan of your colliery, is it ? That is the only plan I know of.
43. You do not possess a working plan and a finished or office plan. Can you explain why the plan of the 
workings has not been prepared to the scale prescribed by the Coal-fields Act ? No; I fancy this colliery 
commenced before the present Act came into force, and I suppose it was carried on with this plan in 
accordance with the way the work was commenced.
44. Do you know whether the manager and surveyor took regular and periodical surveys of the mine? I 
do not, really. I can only say that, from the absence of any complaint, I believe it was done. No com
plaint was made by any Government official on the subject.
45. I believe you have an underground boiler in your mine, Mr. Wilton ? Yes.
46. What was the object of putting it there ? For pumping operations.
47. You had a pump connected with it ? Yes.
48. Was it within your knowledge that the arrangement of this underground boiler was defective and 
unsafe ? No; I do not know anything about it.
49. Is it within your knowledge that a fire, or several fires, had occurred in connection with this boiler

before
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Mr. before the fire of the 14th or loth Februarv of this year P lsTo ; we have heard it since, and were veryT.T. Wilton, much astonished. „ J > , J
3<Mii'jV”l88G ^^CTl you hear it? Since the 14th of February. The manager was a very reticent man, and I 

a^’ ' suppose did not think it worth his while to say anything about this. They appeared to have been small
fires, becanse they were put out instantly.
51. Then you know of no precautionary measures taken against the occurrence of fire in that particular 
part of the mine ? No ; as I have told you, I never heard of a fire having occurred until lately.
52. "Who was the underground manager of this mine under Mr. Doig? I do not know. Oh, yes, there 
was a man named Passmore.
53. lie had to look after this particular fire. He was the fireman, and I suppose would carry out the
instructions of Mi1. Doig ? I do uot know; Doig was a man who would wholly trust to no one.
54. Do you know whether Passmore travelled the mine and superintended operations ? I really do not 
know ; he may have done so.
55. But were not the ordinary means adopted—was there not a system to follow ? Doig made an 
excellent system for working the mine.
56. He was an anxious manager? Yes, very much so.
57. What was done after the accident, Mr, Wilton? When did yon arrive? Well, a message was sent 
to Mr. Gell first, and he sent one of his daughters to the Hermitage for myself.
58. Was this on Friday or on Monday ? It was on Monday morning. 1 received intimation of the 
accident at about a quarter past 7 o’clock, and I went over as quickly as 1 could.
59. Yes, and what next? Well, 1 found Mr. Gell waiting for me at tbc mouth of the tunnel, and of
course there was a great commotion.
60. Yes ? Before we—that is, Mr. Gell and myself—came on the scene the men had sent for Mr. .T. B. 
Turnbull.
61. Can you account for the men having sent for Mr. Turnbull ? I have no idea. Of course the proper 
step would have been to apprise ns first.
62. What did you discover on tho Monday morning when you went down ? Did you ascertain that tho 
fire was discovered ? Only that tho men could not get into the pit, and 1 heard that a message had been 
sent to Mr. Turnbull.
63. Had he arrived ? No.
64. Did you ascertain that there were men in the pit? Not immediately. I heard from Mr. Gell that 
there were men in tho mine, and then I was told that three men were in, namely, Doig, Rowe, and 
Younger—that they had gone in on tlie previous evening, and had not come out again.
65. When did Mr. Turnbull arrive ? About a quarter of an hour after I arrived.
66. Well, was there a consultation ? Yes.
07. And I suppose there was a resolution arrived at ? Yes; Mr. Turnbull expressed his regret, and said that 
ho would be anxious to do anything he could for us in the way of rescuing tlie men ; and we placed him 
in charge, and told him to do anything ho thought necessary. ,'
68. You gave the fullest power to Mr. Turnbull ? Yes; we were veiy grateful to him for his assistance,
09. What action was taken thereupon ? Well, one of the men described tho workings to Mr. Turnbull, 
who then asked for the plan to enable him to better understand. We went to the manager’s (Doig’s) 
office, and found the door locked ; Doig had the key in his pocket; we burst the door open and found 
the plan on the table; then a miner—] do not know his name—pointed out to Mr. Turnbull certain 
things.
70. The nature of the workings and airways ? Yes; the underground workings; and he explained where 
he thought the men had been making for in order to get out.
71. Can you recollect who that man was, Mr. Wilton ? I do not know at all.
72. Did you not then ascertain that one of the men who had gone in on the previous night had returned ? 
Yes. we heard that, but I did not see him.
73. "Who was that man? I think it was Wm. Martin.
74. What post did he fill about the mine ? 1 do not know.
75. Well, after the consultation at f he office, what was done? Mr. Turnbull took charge, and they got 
canvas and props to try to make a brattice, in order to get down to a point at which they should branch 
off, for tlie purpose of making an exploration in search of the men; but while this was going on, I believe 
Martin and Sheedy and another miner made an exploration on their own account, and Doig was 
discovered still alive, the bodies of the other two men being found within 27 yards of where Doig was 
discovered.
76. Do you know the part of tho mine where Doig and the bodies of the other two men—Rowe and 
Younger—vere found ? I do now; it was in the direction of the two cross-cuts to the south.
77. How long did Doig live after he was brought out of the mine ? lie was breathing for eleven (11) 
hours afterwards,
78. Did he make any statements ? He never regained eonscionsness.
79. Can you describe the details of the operations taken after that? I must tell you of another remark
able thing that occurred. Mr. Turnbull was engaged trying to get down to the brattice, when he came 
back to go to lunch. His object was, I think, to get at the fire, and he was pushing forward his brattice 
with that view. During his absence at lunch, however, a man entered the mine, passing the man in 
charge and saying that he had instructions from Mr Gell to do anything he could to assist in the opera
tions ; I think the man’s name is Davies. "When Mr. Turnbull came back be complained of what this 
man had done. He had torn up the stoppings in places which Mr. Turnbull had closed, and had. taken 
down a portion of the bratticing, and, in fact, had brought about such a state of things that it v as useless 
to attempt to do anything more. Mr. Turnbull came to us to complain of this interference. I may 
state that this particular man was brought to us by Mr. "Wilson of the Zig-Zag Colliery.
80. "What was his Christian name ? 1 do not know.
81. "Was it Robert? I cannot say. After the appointment of Mr. Turnbull, Mr. Wilson introduced 
this man to me, and said he would be a capital man to assist us in the emergency; that he had been an 
underground manager in the mine; that, lie knew the whole of the workings, and that we should avail 
ourselves of his services. He (Mr. Davies) expressed his willingness to do anything he could. I Iniow I 
told him that we had placed everything in the hands of Mr. Turnbu]]. hut no doubt any knowledge of 
the underground workings ho possessed would he of value to Mr. Turnbull, and that if he would kindly
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go find assist that gentleman we should be very glad; but I spoke both to him and Mr, Wilton, and told ^ ■j^yiltor[ 
them that as we had placed Mr. Turnbull in charge of operations we could not place any one else in the '
same position and have a divided authority : I know it has been alleged that Mr. Grell, my partner, gave 3 jggg^ 
Da'idcs authority, but the facte are as I have stated them.
82. Who alleged this? The man Davies. When Mr. Turnbull challenged him for undoing this work 
he said that Mr. Gell had given him instructions; now Mr. Gell never gave him those instruction; I was 
the only person who spoke ; I and Mr. Gell were together, and I told Davies what I have told you : I 
asked him to refer any suggestion lie might have to Mr. Turnbull: it was after Mr. Turnbull left that he 
went into the mine and opened the stoppings, as I have described to you; 1 do not know with what 
object, but I do know that the effect was to prevent our getting at the fire at all; he was round the works 
so long that a search party was about being formed to go in search of him when he came out.
83. What time was this ? About from 4 o’clock; then Mr. Turnbull accused him of this thing; I never 
saw him, and did not actually know how it occurred until later on.
84. After Mr. Turnbull came, what happened ? Well, Mr. Turnbull intimated that on account of the 
action of this man he was unable to get down to the seat of the fire.
So. That is to say, Davies had by his action undone the work of tlie morning ? Yes, that was the 
result.
86. And what took place nest ? A special train was sent up from Sydney with the Examiner of Coal-fields 
and Inspector Dixon. A consultation then took place, and it was suggested to dam the mine up ; previous 
to that a man named Norwood suggested a plan By which men might be started to work at the second 
cross-cut. Mr. Turnbull came up to see the Examiner and Inspector, and suggested that tliis might bo 
done, and an attempt was made with this idea of carrying the air up to the second cross-cut—that is, an 
exploration was made to see whether this was feasible. Then Mr. Turnbull became affected by the foul 
air himself, and had to ho carried out of tbe pit’s mouth, and it was sometime before he recovered. After 
this, we thought it would not he right to incur any more danger, and it was resolved that the mine should 
be scaled up. A water-gauge was inserted in one of the stoppings, and tests were periodically made.
87. What stopping was the water-gauge put in ? A brick one in tlie main tunnel; one was also put 
across the furnace, on the right-hand side.
88. 'What pressure did the water-gauge show ? It never showed any from first to last.
89. And did you ever suppose it would? No.
90. Dow long did the mine remain sealed up ? Eor three weeks. The tests made showed her to be full 
of carbonic acid gas.
91. "What induced you to re-open the mine ? TVd re-opened the mine because we were led to believe tho 
fire was out.
92. By whom were you led to believe that? Well, everybody thought so; ourselves, and also Mr.
Turnbull. Everybody believed the fire was out,
93. Did the miners think so ? Well, we would not ask the miners. But they were anxious to go to work.
94. "Who gave orders for the re-opening of the brick stoppings ? No direct orders were given. It was 
generally understood,
95. "Was no request made to you to re-open the mine ? The men were constantly asking when we thought 
it would bo opened. Tho general impression when it was closed was that it would not be for very long.
Mr. Campbell was then placed in charge.
96. Before commencing operations, did you communicate with the Government? Yes ; and asked for the 
assistance of the Government officials, urging that they should he allowed to take charge of the mine ; 
hut this tho Minister declined to accede to.
97. Have you copies of the communications that passed to and fro ? I. cannot say ; but I can give you 
the substance of tho Minister’s reply to our communication. It was that the Government would take no 
responsibility whatever; that the inspectors would be present to see that nothing was done to endanger 
the lives of the men ; but that the Government would take no responsibility as to the re-opening.
98. Did the inspectors accordingly visit the mine? They proceeded to Lithgow.
99. "Was this before yon commenced the work of re-opening? No; I travelled up with the inspector.
We had determined to open it on a particular day, and it had been delayed in order that tests might be 
made in the usual way. It was then decided to commence operations at 8 o’clock at night, because we 
did not know what might come from that furnace, and we did not want a crowd about. Operations 
were commenced at about 8 o’clock at night, in the dark.
100. Did you organize shifts of workmen from among the miners ? Yes.
101. Did you put before them the danger that was incurred in the operations upon which they were 
entering ? Yes, repeatedly.
102. Were they perfectly aware of the condition of the mine? I can only toll you what they were told.
103. Did you believe, Mr. Wilton, that they were conversant with the danger attachable to tho operations?
It was only reasonable to suppose so. Nobody anticipated tlie terrible result that followed.
104. When was the mine re-opened—the date I mean ? I. really cannot remember; things have got so 
mixed up. It must be about six or seven weeks ago—the Gth or 7th of April.
105. Well ? Operations were commenced. They made their way down the tunnel hy bratticing, beating 
the smoke back, and meeting with nothing but carbonic acid gas and smoke. They carried on in this 
way until about a week after they got down to the seat of the supposed fire, and saw a glimmer and 
flickering at the end. This was about 3 o’clock in tbc morning.
106. I have to ask you tlj is : During tho progress of this work, did tlie owners in any way stint the supply 
of material—was any requisition that was made to you promptly complied with ? Undoubtedly ; it was 
to our interest to do everything we could to facilitate tlie operations ; but apart from that, wc should have 
done so, and did actually do so.
107. What were the general instructions as to providing material ? That they were to have all necessary 
appliances, and that no risk whatever was to be run. In speaking to tho men, when it was decided to 
carry out this work, I myself toidrfhom, when they were all assembled, that tbe whole property was not 
worth one human life. 1 begged and prayed of them not to rush into any danger whatever—to be very 
careful in everything that was done. I have repeatedly said that, and Mr, Gell and myself have urged 
the different shifts as they went in, if not for their own sakes, for ours, to run no risks.
108. Did you visit the mine yourself ? I always went with the men; I was in three times a day. I 
thought it my duty to be there; they will tell you so themselves.
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10!). 'When you got to the seat of the fire, what steps did you take ? When they first commenced they 
T. T. Wilton, thought there would be nothing but the debris of the fire to remove, but on inspection it was discovered 

that fire existed in the vicinity of the boiler and further down. They sent for Mr. Mackenzie, who had 
3 May, 1686. gone away about XI o’clock, and the inspector, Mr. Kowan, and tho manager. Individually, I did not 

know anything until the following morning. The manager also sent for Mr. Gell; all went down the 
mine, and when they saw the fire they said it would be better to close the mine up again. The men were 
withdrawn, and when I came down at 0 or 10 o’clock on the following morning the matter urns under 
discussion. The men w'ore all at the mine, and were of opinion that it would he a great pity if any one 
wras to run away from the fire, and that the proper thing was to tackle it.
110. What men were there—can you mention their names ? No, I cannot tell you the names; but all tho 
men that were there expressed the opinion that it would be desirable to try and extinguish the fire. In 
fact they came to ns with the request that we would give them permission. They said they could stamp 
it out.
111. Who came to you, Mr. Wilton—it is important that the Commission should know ? I really cannot 
tell you tho names ; they will tell you themselves. They were all standing about, and one of them was 
spokesman. Perhaps Norwood will he able to tell you.
112. Then, I understand from you, that, notwithstanding the opinions of the inspectors and the manager, 
the men held meetings among themselves, and came to you in a body, and requested you to allow them to 
try and put the fire out? Tes; they called us up—they seemed to nave had some consultation—and said 
something to this effect: that we (the Company) had been put to a great deal of expense, and they were 
quite sure the fire could be put out, and they offered to work a week for nothing if we would allow them 
to make the attempt.
113. It would be desirable, Mr. Wilton, if you could condescend upon some of the names of those who 
made this requisition to you. It is highly important that we should know. I suppose it would be no 
trouble to you to ascertain their names ? I think I can get you the names of the miners ; but the thing 
is well known, and you will experience no difficulty in finding out their names.
114. Very well. Then in answer to the requisition, what did you do ? It did not really rest with us ; 
it was in the hands of the G-ovemment officials. I may say that we had been receiving communications 
by letter from all of the Colonies making suggestions as to the best moans of grappling with the difficulty. 
Among them was one from a miner in G-ympie, and I think some one in Melbourne suggested the appli
cation of steam, giving an instance at Home where all sorts of efforts had been made to extinguish a fire 
in a pit, when an engineer came from Glasgow and, applying steam to the smouldering mine, the fire went 
out like magic.
115. I know the place; but was it not steam in connection with something else ? Wc had a recommen
dation from another party, namely, tlie pouring in of carbonic acid gas by means of the furnace. There 
was a man working with us who wanted permission to put out the fire at an estimated cost of £40, with 
two or three men besides himself, tlie method being to supply steam. We thought the suggestion might 
be worth a trial, especially having a regard for the safety of the men; consequently wc laid our plan 
before the Examiner of Coal-fields and the inspector, the idea being to attach pipes to the boiler and pour 
steam on to the fire, and thus extinguish it. There was a discussion of about two hours as to whether it 
would he likely to be a success or not. The G-overnment officials did not think it would be of much value, 
hut admitted that it wonld be worth a trial. Accordingly the attempt was made. This was on the 
Saturday. We had to go down some 400 yards, but we had a strong force of men on, and carried down 
our brattice with us, as ground had to be recovered by forcing the smoke hack. Eventually the connec
tion with the piping was made, and the men withdrawn. The stoppings they had commenced to build in 
the mouth of the tunnel were taken down again, because it was thought that the fire would be put out in 
about four days. At the end of the four days the steam was shut off. The men were continually moving 
the stuff from the tunnel till they got down upon the fire. We suspected that the whole thing had been 
lit up again. It was intended to reserve the opening to the left-hand of the furnace to tlie very last, so as 
to avoid the danger of the fire relighting. .
11G.. How many men were on each shift? Eight or ten at this time.
117. With an overman to each, I suppose? Tes.
118. And the general instructions were to allow no risk to he incurred if it could bo avoided—I think I 
understood you to say that ? Oh, certainly.
119. Do you know the names of tho foremen or leaders of the different shifts ? There was Kirkwood 
and John Davies, I know. There was one to each shift, but I cannot remember the names of the others. 
I happened to call on Mr. G-ell after lunch, and he informed me that tlie men had been over to him and 
said they could not get along, and proposed to open the left-hand furnace. I do not know whether the 
men had heard us talking that morning, but we had been in consultation as to whether we should open 
that left-hand furnace. The work was going very slowly, and great difficulty was experienced in getting 
a proper and effective return.
120. Was the right-hand furnace going then ? Tes, all the time. It was lit almost immediately after 
we opened the mine. Wc had been talking about opening the other furnace, Mr. G-ell being present, 
and the examiner, inspector, and manager happening to be there, and I fancy the men must have heard 
it. When they came to Mr, GeU, he told them, 11 Very well, open it” ; but to our amazement when we 
came back we found that they had opened tliis left-hand furnace and made no provision for lighting the 
fire. We at once took steps to remedy the mischief; first bratticing up behind the furnace, wc got 
kerosene hags and wood and lit the fire, hy which wc established a good air-current. We were thus able 
to push on, and found ourselves amid a perfect wall of stuff, including great stones as big as pianos.
121. Sandstone? Tes, a terrible mass. There was also steam and smoke, and soon, and much heat. 
We played water on it to cool it down, and tho stuff was broken up and lifted into skips and carried 
away, as we were anxious to get it removed.
122. What was done to extinguish the fire ? They played on the hot mass for half an hour. First of all 
water was used from the steam-pipe, to which a hose was attached.
123. 'There was not much force in that? The water of the pump began to give out. Then some of the 
men informed ua that any quantity of water was to he got by sinking. Accordingly we put down a, hole 
and water came, but then a question arose, was that the water wc had been pumping in? However, Mr. 
G-ell started away at night to get a fire-engine from Sydney, and we got one. Meanwhile there was a 
waterhole outside, and the Water came in from the old workings. Then the process of removing the
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debris was carried on, and as tliis was done the smoke and steam could bo seen going up. The process Mr., 
was terribly slow, as they had first to play oil the mass for a time, then wait till the steam cleared off, ^ T- WUtom 
then commence with the skips, and so on again. Still we seemed to be gaining our way. At last we came 
upon uninistakeable evidences of fire. One of our objects was to get to Tviidairs heading, because we 3 J Cl-V’ 
knew wc should get a measure of relief from tlie smoke. When we got there there wns a stopping in 
about a eh am, and they made a rush for this, and took the stopping away.

stoPPinS 011 the right? No. 30, at the seat of the fire. When wc got up to No.
34 the tops had been taken away. There was a great current of air coming here. A permanent brattice 
was put across the main tunnel outside Tyndall’s heading. The object was to discover if any fire existed 
m lyndalls heading. So far as wc knew, everything had been thus far confined to tho dip side of the 
workings.
12o. f hat is the fire, I presume—you suspected the fire to he confined to the dip side round the boiler ? Wo 
suspected the boiler to be^tlie seat of the fire. We pulled away this stopping 1 have referred to, and 
i tvj j.iS^eam werc hanging about 4 feet high. Then a strong current came in and swept over our heads.

i- uiT ™1S currei1^ come down the main tunnel? I cannot say ; 1 know it was very strong, blowing ■
the light away almost at right angles. There was a smaller stopping at Tyndall's heading; it was in 
about half a chain, and when this stopping was removed wc could soe evidences of fire on the floor, going 
tow ards the direction of the other stopping. A timber stopping with a man-hole was erected contiguous 
to the mam tunnel. It was the opinion of everyone that if we could once get to Tyndall’s heading and 
remove that stopping we should get immediate relief. At some period it was suddenly noticed that there 
was nro °n rhe floor m Tyndall s heading near the stopping. Then the timber stopping was seen suddenly 
o light. Water was played on that, and it was extinguished. An exploration xvas made some distance 

beyond this by the manager, who satisfied himself that ignition had been caused by the hot air. It was 
thought we were gaining rapidly, and operations were directed towards the fire at the boiler. There was 
nothing appallmg in this work except tlie circumstance of men working in such an atmosphere. It was 
like a lurkish bath. They unbarred the brickwork of tho boiler, removed the greater part of the fall, and 
uncovered the pumps. Then wc noticed the fire ; it was one mass of debris. On removing this debris,
\ve suddenly came upon tho fire on the floor. kVe were afraid that this fire might extend m the direction 
of the mam tunnel, but there would be no air-course above the debris. The large fall referred to had 
closed the mam tunnel below the entrance to the boiler. The necessity was to attack the fire, and, if 
possible, get behind it. The men were at this work, and 1 went away from here on Thursday, and remained 
away until the time of the accident.
127. When you left the mine on Thursday operations iverc centred on removing this fire? Tes. The 
last time 1 was in the mine they were more intent on stopping the run (along Tyndall's heading) and 
removing the debris. That was being removed when J left, and subsequently it was removed. They 
werc trying to get behind the fall from the boiler, and from Tyndall’s heading
128. xeu are quite certain, Mr. "Wilton, that this large fall you have been describing blocked up tbe 
mam heading ? There is no doubt about it.
129. Was there a split of air through Tyndall’s heading previous to the fire P No.

Wour opinion, tliis fall was sufficient to stop the course of ventilation ? Yes, completely 
, j. heu you ieft on Thursday shifts were engaged endeavouring to get behind the fall from TvndalTs 
heading and from the front of tlie boiler ? Yes. [Here tlie witness further described the details of 
operations. J Operations were also directed to removing the debris from Tyndall’s heading. Up to the 
last lyndall s heading was always considered safe.
132 "Wero men operating in'this way when the accident occurred ? Operations were proceeding 
m this way when tlie accident occurred, &
133. Then. Mr. Wilton, wc will come to the time when you arrived on the scene. Tell ns about that? I 
heard the news m Sydney, at 5 o’clock, and proceeded by the mail train on the Monday night. If 1 had 
been there 1 should certainly have been one of the victims, because I always went into the mine at 3 
o clock. J
134 What had been done when you arrived ? They wero all paralysed. All the men were out within 
halt an hour lernblc excitement prevailed for a time. Subsequently a consultation took place, and it 
was decided to seal up all tlie lower portions of the mine, to the dip and No. 2 cross-cut.
130. Vvho was present at the consultation ? The Examiner of Coal-fields, the inspector, myself, and Mr.

136, A consultation, consisting of the proprietors, the manager, and inspector. Well, Mr. Wilton, what was 
done t i lie question was, could we not rescue some portions of tho property, and, instead of openiim up 
at anotlier place, could we not make use of the present roads—the first and second cross-cuts. °Mr. 
Usher was present when the matter was considered later.
137. The suggestion had been made before? Yes, a long time.
133. Whose suggestion was it that these stoppings should he put in ? The brick stoppings—it was our 
own J think. We decided that we wonld put in 27-inch stoppings. Relays of men were put on, and a 
great amount of work done. 1

( was your attention ever directed to the stoppings139. In carrying your operations down the main tunnel, 
between it and the hack headings ? No.
!40 Eul they appear to he tight? Yes. I may mention here that one thing happenned which was 
really awful. About three or four weeks ago the manager had taken down some men, and had made 
secure three stoppings-cither 29, 30, and 31; or 27, 28, and 29. But 29 was the one which was made up. 
Next day the manager was m the same place getting some timber, when he noticed his light draw the 
way it should not draw. On searching for the cause of this he found that this stopping which he had 
made secure the day before had been torn or cut away 13 feet or 14 feet, by 6 inches deep The stop
ping had apparently been carefully scraped away. The effect was to break tlie current of air, and as 
there had been some complaint that the air was not so good, it was evident that the act of takinn down 
the stopping was the result of fearfully malicious design. °

y°u 8U»Pcet anyone ? I do not know that anyone was suspected. A reward of £50 was 
offered by the owners for information which would lead to the detection of the guilty nartv but un to 
Ibis date no information has been received. 6 " i 1
142. Mr Davies.] Do I understand that Mr. Wilton saw this ? No. It was reported to me bv Mr. 
Campbell. But the inspector saw it. J
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Mr- 143. How could a man remove 6 inches of the stopping from the top at such a distance ? I do not know, 
T. T. Wilton, but a man might work for hours there and never be discovered.

Prcsi-dcnt.] When you arrived after this second accident, did you proceed into the tunnel on the 
May, 1886. pueK(}ay morning ? Tes; I and Mr. Mackenzie went in about 22 chains, and were then confronted by a 

wall of black-damp. I did not notice much difference in the tunnel. There was a little coal spread over 
the bottom of it. I understand that before they had to throw open the stoppings that had been destroyed 
by the concussion.
145. Was there anything observable besides the stoppings ? Only where tlie coal had heen thrown out 
from the left-hand side to the right, and shifted the stoppings on the right-hand side.
146. In other words, the small coal that obstructed the tunnel bore evidence that it had been thrown from 
the left-hand side ? Tes, that is it.
147. Have you ever received any suggestion to flood the mine after the fire? I know that it has been 
spoken of by people. I have read everything I could get on the subject, and I get confused by what I 
read and hear, there being so many contradictory opinions expressed. I was told, for example, that it 
would be useless to attempt flooding the mine, and a case was cited where flooding had failed.
148. Is there any communication between tbe Lithgow Valley mine and the Eskbank Colliery? We 
discovered some years ago two encroachments, one larger than the other, not very far from one another. 
These encroachments were to our dip, and the water ran through them, also air. The Eskbank people 
had fallen their country when we came to it, and immediately our men holed through they reported it. 
We have a document from them taking an amount of responsibility for these encroachments.
149. In view of this encroachment, what effect would the flooding of your mine have upon Eskbank? 
I should imagine they would get the water. They say they do not, as it is, but the impression of our late 
manager was that they did. On the other hand, I have heard that all their water difficulty is got right in 
an hour.
150. Do you pump any water out of that portion of your mine? I think we have been pumping our 
own water.
151. Where do yon pump your water to? We used to pump up to this encroachment, I think, and 
there is a pipe which carries the water ont to the creek. Other people can tell you more about that than 
I can. Tlie water difficulty was becoming a difficult one to deal with. The manager said about six 
months ago we should have to put a shaft down from the main tunnel and pump from there; it would 
answer the purpose of an air-shaft as well. I told him he had better wait till Mr. G-ell came back, as he 
was tbo best man to decide about such things. When Mr. Gell came back a spot was selected for this 
shaft, at the head of the workings; the contract had hcen let for about a fortnight, and the shaft was 
going down when the first accident occurred.
152. The second outlet to your mine is contiguous to the main tunnel; how many yards separate? I 
suppose about 20 or 30 yards ; it comes with the return to the right-hand furnace.
153. In the event of any accident occurring to or contiguous to the main tunnel, might it not affect the 
second outlet? I do not think it would be possible.
154. How long previous to the first accident was it that Mr. Doig asked you for this second shaft? I do 
not remember. When he mentioned it to me first Mr. Gell was away in England, and I asked him if it 
was a thing he wanted to be commenced at once, and suggested that it might wait till Mr. Gell’s return; 
the next I heard of it was when the contract had been let.
155. Mr. Usher.'] Do you know if any dams have been erected by the Eskbank people at tbe point you 
have referred to ? I do not know at all.
156. Mr. Gurley.] Was it tbe custom, Mr. Wilton, to receive any written official reports, periodically, 
from the manager of your colliery? Xo, we never had anything of that kind.
167. So that everything that was done between the Company and the manager was done in a verbal way; 
is that what I understand you to mean ? Xo occasion ever arose for anything of that kind.
158. But you must have had consultations? Xo, we never had any consultations with the manager.
159. Eor example, now, you have just said that Doig came to you about putting down this shaft r Well, 
he came to me and saw me, and I may have met him on the road, for I was up very often, as I had the 
responsibility of everything thrown upon my shoulders while Mr. G ell was away, and if he wanted anything 
out of the ordinary run he would come to me and tell me. I always saw him at pay-time with the 
accountant. Xothing of a grave nature ever happened; anything else was looked upon as ordinary 
charges of the mine, and he could have anything he wanted.
160. Have you ever heard of fire-damp—light carburetted hydrogen—being seen, in this mine? Xo; the 
ventilation of the mine was exceptionally good.
161. Tou have received no complaint or notice of fire-damp having hcen found in the mine ? I never 
heard of such a thing.
162. il/r. Jones.] Did I understand you aright, Mr. Wilton, that the Minister for Mines refused to accept 
any responsibility in connection with the opening ? Tes.
163. Did the inspectors accept any responsibility when the men volunteered to put out tbe fire ? I do 
not know. I do not know where the responsibility was. They simply allowed the operations to go on. 
It was not considered there was any danger.
164. Then do I understand you to state now that all the responsibility rested on the inspectors ? Oh, no! 
It was clearly understood, because Mr. Mackenzie gave us distinct notice that they would accept no 
responsibility whatever.
165. When the men applied to you to he allowed to make the trial, I understood you to say that when this 
was done you told them that all the responsibility rested with the inspector ? Xo, that is scarcely correct. 
The Government officials came here to see that we did not run the men into danger. It was in their hands 
to say whether we should send the men into the mine or not. We could not say to the men, “ Go in 
there.” We had to say, '‘May we do this thing? Will you let them make the trial?”
166. Mr. Swinburn.] Then you took no responsibility—the men took it all upon themselves? I do not 
'know that our first question was, “ May we make the trial ?” the first suggestion having come from the men. 
Had we taken it upon ourselves entirely, of course the owners would have been responsible for any accident 
that might occur.
167. Who had charge of the mine at the time ? The manager, Mr, Campbell, and ourselves.
168. And he (the manager) allowed it to be opened ? Xo; it would not be putting it correctly to say that 
he allowed it to be opened.
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169. Who was it then, Mr. Wilton? The inspectors and the manager; it was agreed, after consultation, 
that the trial should be made.
170. Did the inspectors and the manager have charge? No, we had charge. They had ordered the mine
to be closed, and when we arrived it was nearly closed. -
171. President.'] In other words, Mr. Wilton, the G-overnment officials put no difficulties in tho way ?
No. At the same time they had no hope in the scheme; indeed they ridiculed it.
172. Mr. Davies.'] Did the men take possession of the mine forcibly ? No ; they asked for permission.
173. 'Then who gave them permission ? 1 have already stated that it was a sort of general permission. We 
could not act without the authority of the inspectors.
174. President.] There was a consultation held between the owners, inspectors, and the men ? No; 
we only wanted to know whether the Examiner and the inspectors wonld consent.
175. Then you appeared on behalf of the men before the Examiner ? Yes ; and in the interests of all 
involved. I may tell you this, that during the subsequent operations, for a fortnight the men were con
tinually hoping that the Examiner and inspectors would keep away—that they would not come. This was 
for fear of being stopped.
176. Do you know that of your own knowledge ? Yes; they have often said it to me.
177. The result of the consultation was that the Government officers withdrew their objections, and allowed 
you to make the experiment?’ Yes; to put on steam with the view of extinguishing this fire, and at the 
time we believed it to be really a very small thing.
178. Mr. Davies.] I want to bo a little more clear about one point. When Mr. Doig wanted anything, did 
he only apply to you, or did lie communicate with anyone else ? He would apply to the board, if the 
hoard were sitting; hut at this time there was only one director and myself left here; the others were in 
England.
179. Do you know whether Mr. Doig applied to the owners some considerable time ago for this second 
outlet, some years ago, say? No; the thiug is absurd. If he had made application it would have hcen 
attended to at once. I know something of the kind has been said, but it is a deliberate, a wicked falsehood. 
Mr, Doig never staked for any supplies to that mine that he did not get immediately.
180. President.] You had perfect confidence in his judgment? Yes; he was a splendid man.
181. "Witness (being referred to the plan) said: The shaft was begun about a fortnight before the acci
dent, to the dip of the main tunnel, to a point south-east from Eskbank, and marked on the plan 
thus: O.X.
182. President.] How far was it down? Whatever distance they could accomplish in a fortnight. 
Since then the men have not touched it, It is of no consequence now.
183. Were the special rules hung up in your office? They were hung up at the mouth of the pit, 
wherever the Act prescribes.
184. And you say you have never received any complaint from the Government officials as to the mode of 
working your mine ? We have never received any complaint from the Government with respect to our 
operations, either as to the ventilation or the carrying out of any of the operations of the Act. We have 
never had a charge brought against us, or been complained about in any direction.

Mr.
T. T. Wilton.

3 May, 1886.

Samuel Passmore sworn and examined :—
185. President.] What is your profession or business, Mr. Passmore? Well, my profession has been Mr.
that of a labourer, sir, until I came hero. Passmore*
186. Have you been engaged about mines ? Not until I came to Lithgow,
187. How long ago is that ? About five years. 3 1886.

* 188. How long had you been in tlie employment of the Lithgow Valley Colliery Company ? About three
years. ’
189. Who appointed you ? Mr. Doig, the manager.
190. In what capacity did he employ you ? As a dayman.
191. Were you employed on the surface ? Yes; I was first on tlie surface for about six weeks.
192. At what wero you employed during that time ? Making the dam bigger.
193. Subsequently, how were you employed ? I was afterwards taken into the pit,
194. And what were your duties when you were taken into the pit? I was employed as underground
boss. Mr. Doig told me what to do. *
195. "What did he tell you to do ? To travel along the roads and put up stoppings.
19G. Tho work of a general shiftman, 1 suppose ? Yes, sir. I succeeded Eobert Davies when he left 
the employment of the Company.
197. When did he leave? About eighteen months or two years ago.
198. What were your duties and powers at the time prior to the first accident ? I was deputy under Mr.
Doig, and had to look after the pump and boiler.
199. Did your duties extend over the whole mine? Yes, all over it, wherever the work lay. Yes, sir; I 
was instructed by Mr. Doig. He was there every morning.
200. Had you any charge over the miners ? The only charge I had was to put them into the bords.
201. Your duties involved the inspection of tlie working places ? Yes, sir.
202. Did you direct operations—that is, did you give the men general directions as to how to work these 
bords ? Yes, according to Mr, Doig’s orders.
203. Did you ever inspect these bords under Mr. Doig’s instructions ? Yes, to see that they were going
in straight. ,
204. How is the Lithgow Colliery worked—on what system ? Pillar and stall.
205. Was it your duty to mark off and see that the bords were driven according to the instructions 
given ? Yes.
206. What general instructions were given as to the size of the pillars and the width and length of the 
bords ? The bords were 7 yards.
207. And what pillars did you leave? They were 1-chain pillars.
208. In all eases, were they chain pillars ? Yes, they have been all chain pillars since I have been there.
When I first went there there was one in half a chain.
209. When you took Davies’s place the colliery was working half-chain pillars ? No; they were all chain 
pillars except one.

210.
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Mr. 210. Since Davies left, what instructions did you receive ? I had to talrc a chain between the bords, and
S. Passmore. {,},;}(, would leave 14 yards of a pillar.

211. "Was this size adhered to ? Tes. _ _ _
3 May, 1886. opg. Were the bords never driven more than 7 yards ? Sometimes the miners would go wider. .

213. If you noticed them working S yards, what did you do then? Generally speaking, Mr. Doig would 
he there himself. He used to go round every morning. The orders ho gave me were that if they were 
going wide to go and put a chalk in them.
214. Then it was you who measured off the widtli of tho pillars ? Tes ; sometimes he measured them off
himself. _
215. Did you ever know the pillars to be of loss size than you mention ? bfo. It might happen, but as a 
rule there was very little difference.
216. "What is the width of headings ? Five yards,
217. Did you have narrower bords in any part of the mine ? No, sir.
218. What was the width of the cross-cuts ? About the same as the headings—5 yards. _
210. Do you know whether the amount of cover was taken into account when the size of the pillars and 
width of bords were arranged ? No, sir, I do not know that. _
220. Do you know if there was any alteration in these dimensions in the deep workings under the
mountain ? No; I do not know of any alteration. _
221. Did you occupy the position of oversman or deputy at the date of the first accident that occurred in
this colliery ? Tes, sir. _
222. Who controlled or had charge of forming the stoppings, and carrying out the ventilation ? I had 
charge, my orders from Mr. Doig being to follow the men up, and carry out the ventilation.
223. Tell us how these stoppings were formed ? They were formed of slack. They would run about 7 
yards in width on the bottom, and about 2 or 3 yards on the top—some wider and some narrower.
224. In carrying round the ventilating current by means of stoppings, did you find these slack stoppings 
effectual? Ves, they were perfectly tight; wc experienced no trouble with them. ^
225. Did you ever receive any complaint as to the condition of these stoppings ? No. _ _
226. Did you ever receive any complaint from the men as to the quantity of ventilation ? No, sir,
never. _
227. I think you said you had charge of the underground boiler? Tes, sir.
228. Where was it situated? On the left-hand going down the tunnel.
229. How many chains down ? I should think about 36 chains.
230. [The position of the furnace is marked by a red spot and surrounded by a yellow circle on tlie plan.]
231. How was the approach to the boiler protected from the main tunnel ? There was a brick wall in 
front between the boiler and tlie main tunnel, and there was a brick wall from pillar to pillar.
232. Was there a door in this brick wall ? Tes. _
233. Was it separated from the tunnel hy double doors ? No, single doors g hut. that door [pointing to 
the plan] was never shut from the main tunnel. The boiler was supplied with fresh air from the main 
tunnel.
234. What was the object of keeping the door open? I cannot say.
235. What was the size of this door? About 5i feet hy 3 feet.
236. Was the boiler built in an ordinary bord, or iu a place specially prepared for it? It was in au

. ordinary bord.
.. 237. How long is it since it was built ? I cannot say; it must be over three years ago.

238. Did you observe the way the boiler was built? No; I cannot say as to that.
. 239. What was the size of it? It was an ordinary boiler, not very big—about 15 feet long.

246. Can you get round about, the boiler, between it and the coal pillar ? Aes.
[Hero the witness described the position of the boiler and its surroundings hy means of a rough 

sketch.] _ . .
241. Examination continued:—Tou could travel right round the boiler? The distance between the
outside wall of the pillar and the boiler about 8 feet; on the other side it was nearer. The boiler was 
bricked right in altogether. ■
242. Mr. Usher.'] What was the space between the tup of the boiler and the roof? About 2 feet.
243. President!] What did the roof consist of ? Coal, sir. _
244. What did the floor consist of? Coal. I was told that the coal floor was taken out under the boiler,
but I am not certain. 1
245. Who told you ? I was told hy the brickman and his labourer that they had taken down the 
foundation.
246. Where the ashes wero drawn out of the furnace, was the coal taken away there ? No ; the coal was
left there. ' _
247. Then on cleaning out the fires the ashes would ho left on the coal floor ? No; there was a brick
layer, and underneath the brick the coal. _
248. Who had charge of this furnace at or prior to the date of the accident on the 14th or loth April? 
That was on the Saturday ; I had charge then.
249. In addition to your other duties of inspecting tlie mine, you had charge of tliis boiler ? Tes; I had 
charge prior to the date of tlie accident.
250. What instructions did Mr. Doig give you as to removing the ashes from the furnaces ? I laid no 
instructions, only that I was to keep them alongside the main tunnel; he said lie wanted them to fill up 
the swallow.
251. When yon cleaned your fires, what did you do ? We always threw water ou the ashes and drenched
them; the pump was close by. She did not make very much ashes. _
252. In all cases, were these ashes removed out of the mine ? No ; they were put on the main road.
253. Were they allowed to accumulate there? Tes, till there was a certain quantity,
254. How many skips, for example? About twenty skips.
205. How long would it take to accumulate twenty skips ? I could not say exactly ; we used to take a 
few skips as we wanted them.
256. Leaving the holler, the smoke and hot gas escaped into the flues ; how wore these flues constructed ? 
They were 18-inch earthenware pipes, one running into the other; they were carried from the boiler 
about half a chain; all the joints were mortared up tight.
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257. "Were tliese flues leading from the boiler to the up-cast regularly or periodically cleared ? Tes; Mr.
I used to have to go in at the back and pass a wire through with some bushes attached to the end: this ^’Mairiore * 
used to bo done sometimes two or three times a week.
258. Tou say that these pipes extended for about half a chain ? Tes. “
25fl. Where did the smoke go to ? To the return air-course.
2G0. Was that air-course in any way protected by brick? No.
261. Was the current controlled by small coal stoppings ? Tes.
262. Then the smoke and heated gas escaped through these earthenware pipes into the ordinary return?
Tes. '
263. And the smoke and heated gas coursed up this return, and impinged directly upon the sides of the 
coal pillars and stoppings of small coal? Tes, sir.
26t. Was there any small coal lying on the floor of the return ? I cannot say. ■
265. Was this flue regularly travelled from the boiler up to the furnace? No.
266. Was it never inspected? No; you could not inspect it without stopping the boiler.
267. As a matter of fact, this return that carried the smoke and heated gasses into the left-hand up-cast 
was not regularly inspected ? No. sir.
268. Of your own knowledge, do yon know whether it contained any accumulation of soot ? Not so far 
as I am aware, only at the end. fl'lhere was a good deal of soot at the end of the pipe’where it entered the 
return.
2G0. Then this flue was never regularly cleaned ? Tou could not get at it to clean it
270. Then it never was cleaned? No, sir.
271. And the smoke and heated gas had been passing through that return for how many years ? Eor
three years. ' "
272. Did anyone ever travel the left-hand return ? Ton could not travel it for water. Here (pointing 
to the plan) werc the pipes, and here was a great body of water at the end of them, over which the smoke 
passed and went up round till it reached the open. ’
273. Hid you understand the plan, Mr. Passmore ? I understood very little about the plan, because it 
was never shown to me.
274. Ho I understand you to say that the return air and smoke crossed over the top of this water ? Tes.
275. How far docs this water extend ? The earthenware pipes that conveyed the smoke from the boiler 
to the return rested on brick pillars, and from the end of these pipes the smoke crossed over a body of 
water that filled the swallow (or hollow) iu the coal.
276. "What, space was there between the top of the water and the return ? About 2 feet. The smoko 
crossed over this hollow until a point was reached marked “ B ” on the plan, and opposite the encroach
ment from Eskbank into the Lithgow Talley ground. Beyond this point the return air-way was clear.
It contained at all times a considerable quantity of smoke. The return air-way was clear of water until 
it approached tho left-hand furnace, when it again crossed over a body of water lying in a swallow of 
lesser extent than that already referred to. J
277. Tou say, Mr. Passmore, that these pipes rested on brick pillars—what height were these brick 
pillars ? They were about three and a half feet high.
278. Who removed the ashes from the boiler to tlie main tunnel? Sometimes 1 removed them, and 
sometimes Mr. Grant. Grant was the night engine-man. We had a lot of water, and wore obliged io 
keep it going. We pumped it up to go down to Brown’s pit (Eskbank).
279. Arc you quite sure that it had access into Brown’s pit? Tes: I told Doig about it. We were 
certainly under that impression.
280. That is to say, if it did not go there, you were pumping a portion of the same water over again ?
Tes ; I told Mr. Doig about it, and ho said it must be so. .
281. Was there any slack coal lying in a position contiguous to this boiler, Mr. Passmore? Tes; I 
believe there was some on the left-hand side.
282. "What was the object in keeping this slack coal there? lam not aware that there was any particular 
object in keeping it there.
233. Did you never think that such an accumulation of dry slack coal was a source of danger? Well, 1 
do not think I ever thought there was really any danger, "because I found flro in this direction twice 
previously, and it was put out immediately.
284. When did you discover this previous fire ? About six weeks previously.
285. On tho former occasion—that is. the last before the one yon have now mentioned—how long ago 
was it that the fire was discovered ? I could not say how long; 1 think it was in Davies’s time,
286. Tou have suggested that you account for this soot taking fire because of the smoko and hot air 
discharging at the end of the pipes—were these pipes perfectly tight ? The only reason I can give was 
tho soot appearing to be so hot. There was a great deal of it hanging about the eud of the pipes.
287. Did you ever observe whether any of this soot hanging about took fire ? No, I never observed any
thing of that kind. When the last fire occurred we found that had occurred (Mr. Doig was there). I 
toldliim that the slack had caught fire at the eud of the pipes again. I saw the first fire. I assisted 
Davies to put it out.
2S8. What was the locality of the first fire ? It was just a bit on the top. It might be just half tho 
width of this table from the end of the boiler. .
289. Did you have auy difficulty in putting out the first fire ? No; Davies and I put it ont with 
buckets. But it was very hot in there.
290. "Was it always hot ? It was very hot at that time, and in fact at all times.
291. Where was the second fire located—was it of a serious nature ? No; I and two other men extin
guished it. Robert Druery was one.
292. Who was the other man ? I think it was William Hammond.
293. What, in your opinion, was tho cause of that lire? My opinion is that it originated at the boiler, 
where there was such a groat heat; it was there that T discovered it.
291'. How did you discover it ? I could net miss it, because I had to go in every day to put water in the 
boiler, and I was in there several times to sweep the flues. ’
295. Mas it a difficult matter to put the fire out? No ; we put it out with buckets of water. '
296. Was the coal pillar contiguous to this outlet for the smoke of any size? It was a chain pillar.
297. Have you ever heard of any other fires having been discovered at this point ? No.
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Mr. 298. But you are quite positive that tlie flues and the return air-course were never regularly inspected ? 
S, Passmore] yes ; they were not regularly inspected.
a^f'''7oar; 299. Beyond the swallow w'hen the encroachment from Eskbank took place, was there much soot lying 

Way’ in the air-course ? Not much.
300. 'Was it very hot there ? It was pretty warm.
301. Bid you know of any pillars being taten out there, or did you assist to take out any pillars ? No, 
not in my time, but there have been pillars taken out down on the left-hand side.
302. At what position on that side ? So far as I have hcen given to understand, it was to this left side 
of the boiler—to the rise of where the boiler stands.

. 303. Bo you know of any pillars having been robbed in that neighbourhood ? No. _
304. Bo you know of any bord having been worked unusually wide at that spot? No; that was worked 
before I went there.
305. Was the area where these pillars were removed of any considerable extent ? I cannot say as to that,
306. Bo you know whether the roof caved in iu this direction ? I have been down with Mr. Boig in these 
old workings, when the top-coal had come away, leaving only the rock. It seemed to me that there was a 
very wide portion of ground then—it might be 20, or 30, or 40 yards wide—without any coal 
pillars standing The last time I was there was about fifteen mouths ago, tliat is about twelve months last 
Christmas.
307. Have you known of any large falls taking place in that direction ? Tes, I have heard some falls in 
that direction.

' 308. Was it in the water ? No; I never heard falls in the water. 1 was there one night between 10 and
11 o’clock; I was pumping, and had just put water into the boiler when a very heavy fall came and 
blew the fire-doors right open.
309. On any other occasion, Mr. Passmore, have you heard falls ? Yes, but I never took particular 
notice.
310. At what time was this ? Oh, it was about nine or ten months ago. i
311. Was that near the boiler ? It was down that way, hut not to say near the boiler; tlie falls always 
occurred on the north side of the tunnel.
312. How do you account for these falls always occurring on the north side? Well, I have heard them 
on the right-hand side too.
313. This fall you specially referred to as having occurred about fifteen or sixteen months ago you say 
was a very heavy fall ? I should fancy so, seeing it blew the fire-doors open.
314. Bid it ever blow live coala out ? No; it blew soot and dust out, but not hot coals. There was nobody 
there but myself at the time; I told Boig about it on the following morning.
315. What did he say when you told him about it ? Oh, not much ; lie said there must have been a heavy 
fall somewhere.
316. Bid you ever know the pillars in any part of the mine to be so thin that you could put your arm 
through them ? No, sir, but I have known them very thin when we have been working down below the 
boiler.
317. In any other part? No, only in this part that I have mentioned, on the north side; I have known 
them to be 4 yards thick, and also 2 yards thick, that is near the boundary.
318. Have you ever seen the bords cut into each other in any part of the mine ? No.
319. Who worked that portion of the mine between the present stoppings in the main tunnel and No, 2
cross-cut—was it worked in your day ? No, sir. _
320. Were there any thin pillars in that part of the mine ? 1 do not know anything about that portion 
of the mine.
321. Bo you think that any connection exists between tbe Eskbank and the Lithgow Valley Collieries ? 
Certainly I do. I have been told that the Eskbank people broke through in three places.
322. Bid the water run from Lithgow Valley Colliery to Eskbank through these encroachments ? I 
believe the water flowed into Eskbank from the Lithgow Valley mine.
323. Mr. Curhy.~\ Boes this opinion you have formed regarding the communication between Eskbank 
and Lithgow Valley rest upon information obtained from others, or upon observations which you have 
made yourself both in the mine and on the surface ? My own opinion is that the water was going down 
there, but I never visited that part myself, as you could not get there for black-damp.
324. Chairman.] Then, Mr. Passmore, on the several occasions when you endeavoured to get down 
towards the Eskbank boundary with Boig you saw appearances of black-damp ? Tes; it was full of 
black-damp down there.
325. Can you state whether the coal-seam dips towards Eskbank? Tes.
326. What swallows lie between—are they full of water ? The water runs down that way. _
327. Then about west of the boiler, and towards Eskbank boundary, are the workings in tbe Lithgow 
Valley Colliery standing full of water at the present moment ? Tes ; there must he now a quantity of 
water there.
328. Now, Mr. Passmore, about the right and left hand furnaces—were these kept going continuously ? 
Tes, when the engine was working. The right-hand furnace was the principal ventilating furnace.
329. Can you give us the names of tho furnace-men ? I used to attend to the left-hand furnace.
330. That is in addition to your other duties of inspecting generally the workings of the mine ? Tes. I 
attended to the firing of the boiler that pumped the water, and also attended to the left-hand furnace.
331. What was the name of the other furnace-man ? There was no regular furnace-man at the right- 
hand furnace. A man named William Richards attended to that. He worked on the roads as well. He 
was on duty at the time of the accident. The furnaces were not actually kept going continuously. The 
right-hand furnace was allowed to he damped down on Saturday afternoon and overnight.
332. Bid you find the air-current strong at 6 in the morning with the aid of the right-hand furnace? 
Tes, sir, I did.
333. What arrangement did you make for the removal of the ashes from these two ventilating furnaces ? I 
used to stack the ashes against the coal.
384. Where these ventilating furnaces are built, was 15 inches of coal left on the floor ? 1 cannot 
say ; they were built before my time.
335. Have any ashes heen removed lately ? No, not in my time.
336. Have you ever discovered any heat or appearance of fire when these ashes were stacked ? Tes, on
one occasion at the right-hand furnace; that was up against a stopping. 337.
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337. Then the ashes are stacked up against a coal stopping ? "Well, it was up against this coal stopping, Mr.
and it caught fire, and was put out. S. Fassmorat
338. When did that occur, Mr. Passmore? It may he about sixteen months ago.
339. That was about the date you discovered the fire at the underground boiler ? I cannot say whether 3 a^’ '
it was at that time or not.
340. What measures were adopted to extinguish the fire at the right-hand furnace? Wo had to turn all 
the ashes away, and the slack, and get water and put it out that way.
341. And you believed that you had thoroughly extinguished it ? Yes.
342. Did not the occurrence of this fire at the right-hand furnace tempt you to remove the ashes 
altogether ? No. Mr. Doig was there all the time. They have not been removed to the surface.
343. When did you discover the fire—this last fire on the 14th of .February ? I did not discover the 
fire; I. discovered the smoke.
344. When did you first see it? On Sunday evening, from about 5 o’clock till half-past. I was going 
down the mine to put fresh fire to the underground boiler.
345. How far down did you discover the smoke ? I got down a distance of about 20 chains, and 
could not get any further.
346. What occurred to you when you saw the smoke ? Nothing occurred to me then,
347. What 1 mean is, did you not speculate as to the cause of the smoke? No. I was that much fright
ened at the time that I went straight out and proceeded to Younger’s—that is the man who is dead now— 
and asked him if he would allow his boy to rim for Mr. Doig ; I told him there was a great smoke at the 
tunnel, and that there must be a large fire somewhere in the tunnel. I may say that I arrived on the 
Saturday evening previous to that, and every thing was as usual.
348. Was there anyone in the mine when you arrived on the Saturday evening ? Yes: there was George
Hall, William Hall, and Walter Biddle. °
349. Did these men discover anything wrong ? As I have said, I went down on the Saturday evening to 
attend to the boiler. I went to the end of the pipes and shut off the valves, and coming back damped 
down the fire to keep it in; in fact I put everything in working order for a start on Monday, and having 
done so I went out and was talking with the man Younger, perhaps for about an hour, when these men 
that I have named came out. George Hall told me that there was a great smoke at the boiler, I replied, 
that is nothing new. I made this remark because a great deal of smoke used to hang about there after the 
furnace was damped down.
350. Was that in the main tunnel ? Yes; a good deal of smoke used to hang about them.
351. Do you mean on ordinary occasions ? Yes. On the Saturday evening there was no sign of any
thing wrong when I left, and, as 1 have told you, when I went down on the Sunday evening I could not 
penetrate into the tunnel more than a distance of about 20 chains. I then went to Younger’s house, 
and having sent for Mr. Doig, I returned to the mine and put fire on the right-hand furnace. After that 
I went to the left-hand furnace and got fire on that. I had no coal ready, and went to the face to get some; 
it was there that choke-damp attacked me. Younger then came in, and I told him that I felt bad. I then 
went over to the furnace, when Doig came in and asked me what was the matter. I said to him, “ I think 
I am dying, sir.” I then gotout of the mine, and on reaching the fresh airl dropped and was taken home.
They gave me some brandy. I really thought I was dying. That is all I know.
352. You have told us that when the furnace was damped down on Saturday evening that a heavy smoke 
hung around the furnace in the main tunnel; do you mean to say that the ventilation of the mine was 
stopped ? It was very often when the smoke hung about there. You will find that the men complained 
of the smoke.
353. What cleared it away—where did the smoke go to ? I cannot tell you, only that the furnace 
cleared it away for the men to work ; there was a strong current of air down the main tunnel.
354. Was there any split of air taking in Tyndall’s level ? It wont past Tyndall’s level and down to the 
foot of the tunnel; the main tunnel was very wide just immediately below the opening to the boiler.
355. How wide ? Well, from rib to rib it might be about 9 yards.
356. Was there not a pillar removed on the north side ? No; there was a split here in this pillar below 
the boiler.
357. Was the ventilation of the north workings deficient? No.
358. Had you been in the tunnel while the operations for extiuguishing the fire were in progress ? Yes.
359. A heavy fall occurred in the main tunnel—what was the position of that fall? It seems to me that 
it fell in the cross-roads.
360. Wore the tops down on this part before the fire ? No, only the first tops.
361. Was there any timber in to support the roof at this point? There was no timber here (pointing to 
the plan). There was no sign of the roof coming away at this point.
362. Did this fall that ive were talking about just now completely close tbe main tunnel? It looked to 
me as if it completely closed the tunnel, If it did not she would have taken her smoke round.
363. That is to say, if the passage had not been obstructed tbe body of air coming down the tunnel would 
have earned the smoke away ? Yes.
364. And it did not carry the smoke away? No.
365. Where did it go to ? lit remained there—went up the tunnel.
366. When yon went down on Sunday night and discovered the smoke, did you notice whether there was 
any body of air coming down tbe tunnel at all? Of course there was air coming down, or I could not 
have got along.
367. AVas the usual current of air coming down ? I cannot say that; I met with afresh breeze until I 
got into the smoke.
368. Did it not occur to you to examine the strength of the ventilating current? Not at the time; I was 
too much excited.
369. In travelling through the various parts of the pit in the discharge of your duties, have you ever seen, 
fire-damp ? 1 have heard the miners talk about it, but it has not been seen in these parts, so far as I 
know.
370. Have yon ever heard complaints from the miners about any deleterious gas existing in the mine ?

371. Have you heard any complaints about the quantity of ventilation? No, sir, because if there had.
been any complaints they would have gone to Mr. Doig. 372.
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Mr. 372. But if there had been any complaints you would have heard of it? Very likely I should.
£T. Passmore. 373. And you did not hear of'any complaints ? No.
✓y—374. Mr. Curley."] I think you have said that the men complained of the smoke at the boiler ? Yes; that
3 May, 1886. was when they were passing down. _

375. President!] Bid the smoke pass into the workings ? It used to go down the main tunnel a good 
bit. I have seen it quite thick.
376. AVas the smoke constantly coming out like that? No; it was quite clear sometimes.
377. That is to say it was more sonic days than others ? Yes. Mr. Doig said it was owing to the atmos
phere. _
378. Then, Mr. Passmore, did you consider that the ventilation of this colliery was ample and sufficient? 
Yes, I considered it so, and Mr. Itowan the Inspector.
379. What was the distance between one cut and another ? It runs a chain from one pillar to another.
380. dfr. Swinbm'n!] Is that in the ordinary workings ? Yes.
381. Had you ever any difficulty in getting material for the conduct of this mine ? No.
382. Mr. Usher!] ’Are we to understand you to say that there is no brickwork in the coal roof immediately 
above the boiler ? Yes ; there was just the coal only.
3S3. I behove tbe ashes were removed from the front side and back of tbe right-hand furnace between 
our first and second visits to the mine ? Yes. *
384. Why was that done ? I cannot say, sir.
385. Mr. Davies.] When Hall came to you and said there was smoke in the mine, did it not occur to you 
that be would not draw your attention to that if it was a usual thing ? No; it might have appeared an 
unusual thing to him because he was seldom in there at that time.
386. Mr. Neilson.] Do you know anything about a certain stopping having been knocked down by some
body unknown ? Yes ; I heard about it, but I did not see it.
387. I think you have stated that it was on a Saturday that you discovered a fire six weeks before tbe 
accident? Yes.
388. Assuming that you had not discovered that fire, what time would you have got hack ? Any part of 
the day up to 6 or 7 or 8 o'clock.
389. Well, supposing the fire had escaped notice up to the Monday morning, it would have had a much 
stronger hold, I suppose ? 1 have no doubt it would have had a much stronger hold; 1 think it was ou a 
Priday morning that I discovered the fire, and I put it out on the Saturday.
390. President.] How was that ? I tried to put it out on tbe Priday, but the heat was too great, so 
I damped the furnace down, and rose no steam next morning, when we were able to get in, tbe place being 
cool.
391. You knew that the fire was smouldering all that time then ? Yes.
392. And yet you left the mine ? Yes; I first damped down, as I have stated, and put the fire out next

■ day.
393. Was it burning briskly ? No; it was only smouldering.
394. Mr. Neilson.] And when you went in on the Saturday, how was it ? It was smouldering still.
395. Assuming that this fire is drowned out, would the water necessary to effect this also affect the Esk- 
bank Colliery ? Do you moan, the fire at the presort time ?
396. I want you to suppose that the Dithgow Valley mine was full of water up to the roof,—would that 
have the eSect of flooding the Eskbank property ? I should fancy it would.
397. Mr. Davies!] Did you have any conversation about an air-shaft being sunk ? Mr. Doig did make a 
remark to me. I was with him about a fortnight before the accident, when wre were pumping to see how 
much the pump would throw, and Mr. Doig then said to me, “ Sam, I am going to get n shaft put down 
here, and then wc shall not be troubled so much with the water.”
398. Was that the first time he ever spoke to you about it ? Yes.
399. President.] Was Doig a reticent man—a man who would readily express Ms thoughts ? No; ho 
was a very close man.
400. And has this shaft been commenced ? Yes, it has been commenced.
401. Mr. Gurley.] What quantity of ashes was there near the boiler when the fire took place? There
were about half a dozen skips. -
402. At the right-hand furnace I understand there were two or three places where these ashes were 
deposited—what was the extent of the pillar from where they stood ? 1 should say a chain, that is 
straight from the furnace.
403. Prom the mouth of the furnace to the side of it, do you know the distance ? No, I do not know 

' the distance that way,
404. Did you ever notice Mr. Mackenzie, the Examiner of Coal-fields, often at the Lithgow Valley Colliery 
previous to the accident? No ; I did not know much about Mr. Mackenzie uninl the first accident.
4*05. Did he ever examine the workings, do you know ? I never saw him down there, but he may have 
been with Mr. Doig.
406. Have you seen Mr. Inspector Rowan there ? Oh, yes; I have been round with him several times.
407. Can you tell me at what intervals ? Every two or three months, I should say; 1 know it was not
longer than three months. .
408. Did he over make any observation to you about these ashes ? No, sir; he made no observation to 
me concerning them.
409. Did you ever see him visit tbe boiler you have been speaking about ? Yes; be has been in front of
the boiler, ‘
410. And the furnaces ? Yes. 1
411. Did you sec him look at the return at the end of the furnace ? No, sir.
412. Have you ever seen Mr. Inspector Dixon at the colliery r Yes; I have seen him there, but I was
then on the roads. “
413. How long ago was that ? It was in Davies’s time. I. was not acquainted with him (Mr. Dixon).
414. Mr. Swinhurn.] You have had no complaint whatever from any of the inspectors who have visited
the mine ? No, none whatever. .
415. President.] Were they likely to complain to you, Mr. Passmore? The only complaint I ever 
heard was about some boards being knocked off in a certain place, and Mr. Rowan said they were to be 
fixed up again.

40 EOTAL COMMISSION ON COLLIEMES—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.
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4UJ. M>'. C«>-(Vy.] Arc you aware whether these small fires you have spoken of ivcro reported to the 
iiiHpoctorx'i* I am not aware, sir; all 1. know is that 1 reported them to Mr. lloig.
417. And what did lloif; say? ills only remark was that it must he put out.
418. Mr. Neilson.^ Was aii_y report of these circumstances kept in (he office ? Xot that ] know of.
410. Mr. iSVrtniwn.j Then you put out the fire in accordance with Uoiiys instructions ? Yes.
420. Was Uoig with you when you did it? iSlo, he was not with me when I put it out, but. he saw that
it, was out when I had completed the job. ■
421. Mr. Davies.'] If anything was wrong. I understand you reported to Mr. Biog ? A cs. I did not 
report in writing. J made my report on the ground. I only made reports if anything was wrong.
422. Mr. Jones!] Bid you ever notice any person making surveys for Mr. Boig ? Xo, sir ; he did that
himself. “
423. President.] Were these surveys made regularly? There was no stated time; 1 never knew 
when he would go.
424. itfr. Z7is7mr.] Bid he leave marks in the roof indicating the result of the survey ? Yes.
425. Mr. Curley.] Bid you ever consult together about the desirability of removing these ashes, aud 
clearing them out of the mine altogether ? I once suggested that we should move the boiler further 
down, and he said he would cut the coal down to the rock.
426. How long was that ago ? About three or four months ago.
427. AVas it done ? Xo, ' 1 told him that unless something was done the water would beat us.

Mr. S. 
Passmore.

3 Moy, 1S86.

Mr. AY". Martin sworn and examined :—
428. AVhat age are you, and what is your occupation? I am twenty-three years of age, and 1 am engine- Mr.' W.
driver in the Lithgaw Ahilley Colliery. I have occupied that position since the first accident; prior to Martin, 
that 1 was employed as a day-man. / —n
429. AVhen were you last in the mine before the accident ? I think it was on a Priday night. 3 l®83*
430. Bid you see anything wrrong . Xot on the Priday night. I heard on the Saturday afternoon from 
Mrs. Younger, who told me she had heard the pit was full of smoke. 1 went to get my male,
William Howe, and wc went into the pit together. I went, to the second furnace, and saw Boig. Boig 
passed the remark. 11 AVhat did wc want there?" I said, we had heard the pit was full of smoke.
Wc then went down to where the smoke was. It was about 8 chains down, and presented a white 
smokey appearance. AVo started buffeting the smoke with our coals aud bags, in order to see if we could 
get further down. AVe kept at that till about 10 o’clock-, bu( made very little progress. AVe then went 
out. aud got some canvas, and then we bratticed up to the first cross-cut and took some more 
canvas with us to where we had been buffeting with our coats. AVe held the canvas to the 
roof to throw the draft over the top. There was a ventilating current running down the heading, 
though it was not very strong. Jn this way we made some progress, say about 6 chains, and wo got, to 
where the tops had been cut down, AVhen wo got there, however, the smoke came back upon us, and wc 
could got no further. Then Boig said it would be well to go down the return on the rigid,.kauri 
side. That was when we came back from where the smoke was. His object was to go back to the 
second cross-cut, and then take the I’cturu. because he wanted to get to Tyndall’s heading to open a 
stopping there.
431. Bid Mr. Boig say this was practicable ? 1 did not hear him say so. He said wc had better try to 
go round to Tyndall's heading that way. As we were getting back to the cross-cut, I said I. would not 
go with Inin, that I could not stay any longer, and I weid, home to bed. This was on the Sunday night.
On the Monday morning, about 5 o’clock, I told my wife 1 would not go to work, as 1. did not feel well.
At about G'30 n.m. one of the men came and woke me up to toll me that, Boig aud Younger had not 
come out of the pit, and that the pit was full of smoke. He wanted to know where 1 had left Boig and 
his companion. When I got to the pit I went inside and proceeded about as far as whore j had left 
the men on the night: previous. They had left their things by the second cross-cut. 1 went down to whore 
the tops were cut down, or close to that point, and 1 saw all the miners sitting there. I suggested 
that it. would be well to go round the back workings. A. search party had already proceeded ahead, and 
I ventured to go. thinking that I could perhaps tell where the missing men had been going. 1 wont in, 
accompanied by .Tames Boig and another, and got about 3 chains from the main heading when we were 
called back again to put the stoppings up. L then asked some of the men if they would go with me 
round the return. 1 did not know- the road, but would go with anv of them. Air. Turnbull then came 
forward and ordered us all out, except six men he had with him. However, 1 went in again, accompanied 
by Jack Sheedy. He said he did not know the road, hut we started and proceeded to the second cross
cut, Air. Turnbull and his party were below ua. AVe got into whore the stopping was down, and wo 
happened to strike the return. AVe left on the return for about. 60 yards or more. AVhen 1 had got 
this far I heard heavy breathing, and then a heavy sigh and a groan with it. I went into the bord 
where the sound appeared to come from, and there' I found Air. .John Boig.
432. Was tbe air jfoul at this point ? Xo; tbe air-course appeared to be pretty good.

[The witness pointed out on the plan where the body of John Doig was found.] Sheedy 
then pulled Boig out into the return, where the air was pretty middling. I daresay we stayed in 
the return about ten minutes, and then went out, carrying Boig with us. AVe met James Boig 
on the way, and he assisted us to carry Air. Boig out. I then went back with Grant In show him 
where wc found Air. Boig, and just before we got to that spot we came on top of the other two bodies.
They wore both dead. Where they were found the atmosphere was moderately good.
433. You said that you had been engaged as engine-driver—have you any experience of engines ? Yes; I have 
been engaged at engines ever since I left school. 1 have papers to show it;. Aly experience of mines Ims 
been gained in this Colony. I Was engaged as dayman in this mijie previous to the accident. I was to do 
anything that was required of me above and below. I used to go into the mine every morning. I had 
charge of the rapper, I know the underground boiler, but 1 have never examined it. I have never seen 
an accumulation of coal about the boiler. There Was a door on the left-hand side, that is a doorway; a. 
piece Of bag material was bung over it.; I never proceeded through that. I bad beard that there had 
been a fir'e there about a month or six weeks before the accident.
434. Bid any reason occur to you as to the Cattle of this inlushal bodv of smoke that you found in the
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mine ? Xo. 1 asliccl Doig the reason, and lie thought it was the hanking o£ the furnace. I have not seen 
any smoke hanging about the entrance to the furnace in the morning, nor during any other time of the 
day in the main tunnel. I know nothing about the returns or flues from that boiler. _

" ^ ■ j 1886' 435. Have you heard any man complain about poisonous gases or fire-damp, or choke-damp ? Xo.
436. When Doig was found, were you engaged with Mr. Turnbull in extinguishing the tire ? Xo. not 
when Doig was found.
4371 Were you one of those who undertook to work with Mr. Turnbull in extinguishing the fire? Xo. 
The last work I did inside of the mine was to find Doig. 1 can say nothing about what occurred in the 
mine since then.

ROYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.
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Thomas Doig sworn and examined :—■
Mr-T^oig. President^] What is your occupation? 1 am a miner, employed at the Lithgow Valley Colliery.

430. How long have you been employed there ? About four years. (
SMay, liisb. 4,^ yjef01.c that, were you working anywhere as a miner? Yes, in Newcastle, for about the same 

period.
441. Are vou any relative of the late manager? lie was my uncle. _ _
442. Have you had any complaint to make of the quantity or quality of the ventilation in the mine ?
None whatever. _ _ _
443. Have you ever seen any accumulation of fire-damp in this colliery ? Xo.
444. Or of carbonic acid gas—choke-damp ? I have seen what they call the black-damp.
415. When and where? I never saw it before the late fire.
446. Then you have no complaint to make as to the quality of the ventilation ? Ho.
417. Or of any other matter connected with the working of the colliery? Xo ; we got everything we
wanted. _
418. Coming to the first fire in February, what do you know about that? 1 wont in on the Monday 
morning about 6 o’clock, and met a few more men, who said there were three men in the pit on the Sunday 
night.
410, This was before Mr. Turnbull came ? Tcs.
450. Where was the smoke standing in the tunnel, as near as you can tell ? About 150 yards back from 
the furnace, below the second cross-cut.
451. How far below the second cross-cut? About 25 chains, or close on 30 chains from the tunnel
mouth. i _
452. 'That would he a considerable distance down the tunnel, within 6 chains of the boiler, would it not ?
Yes, about that. _
453. You knew that Mr. Turnbull was endeavouring to put back the smoke? Yes; I was there.
454. Do you know how far the smoke stood down the tunnel when he had given it up ? Yes; it had been
put back about I daresay close on 3 chains below the starting-point. _
455. When you went in at 6 o’clock ou the Monday morning, what did you do? We were looking for 
the men. I went down to what is called the top flat, below the second cross-cut, broke the stopping, and 
went through there; this was on the right-hand side, about the mouth, and before Mr. Turnbull came.
456. ' Did the air come in there ? There was a little air coming in; the smoke was very thick. Wc went 
up there a considerable distance, came back again, and went into another place ; then Mr, Turnbull came 
and started bratticing to get down ; and another party wont in at the cross-cut.
457. AVhat party was that ? Martin and Jack Sheedy. They found John Doig.
458. Did you go to the spot ? Xo, I did not go to the spot where they found him.
409. Did you form part of the other search party ? Xo, we were attending to Doig.
460. Did you take any other part in connection with the first fire ? Xo.
401. Do you recollect the men holding n, meeting ? Yes,
462. Can you tell us why that, meeting was held ? On the Saturday morning when we came down, that 
is, the first time the lire was seen, wc tried to open Xo, 35 stopping, but the black-damp was so bad we 
had to give it up. The men made headway for a time, hut then it was concluded to close it up, and we 
were withdrawn. The men then went up to the office, after holding a meeting, at which an opinion was 
expressed that they could put out the fire, seeing they had already got close to it. They saw Mr. Gell, 
one of the proprietors, and told him that if they were given permission they would put out the fire. The 
result of this meeting was that wc were allowed to proceed with the work.
463. Mr. Ctivlei/.] 4re you speaking of what yon know yourself ? Yes; 1 was one of the parties. .
461. President.'] AVere you oue of these who formed a deputation to Mr. Gell ? Yes.
465. AVI 10 managed the different shifts ? The men themselves, I believe, and they selected their own 
leaders.
460. You are perfectly Certain of that ? Yes.
467. Did Air. Campbell take an active part in the operations ? Oh, yes, when they started.
46S. Did he suggest leaders to you ? I cannot say whether he suggested them, as I said, I believe the 
men selected them themselves.
469. And then you proceeded to work ? Ales; we got down to the scat of the fire, and when wc came up 
to Tyndall’s heading we saw amass of loose coal burning, andwc took it out. 'There was a chain-hurning 
by Tyndall’s heading. In the main tunnel was a largo fall which obstructed the. ventilation. Wry litile 
air came along that direction. There was also fire about the boiler. AVe got right to the back of the boiler 
and saw fire burning there. Some stone and coal had fallen there.
470. Did you get that removed ? AVe got to the end of the brickwork of the boiler, and that is where we
branched off. l ■ . ....
471. There was a split pillar to the left-hand of the boiler going in—dot you know whether that was
closed with the stopping? 1 do not know, J. am sure. ...................... ...............
472. Did you see lire extending to the left-hand side? . Xot before wc. brtike through. AVhen 1 was 
having a smoke in the main drive one morning, two pillars back from the boiler, I heard sometlung. cracks 1 

-pulled some .of the stuS away from the stopping, and could then see a blaze through the stopping,
' that is Xo. 34. AA'e cut the tops through, and tried to nut it out, but did not succeed, and that is why we 

' knocked off. I was not present at the. accident; 1 knocked off at (j o’clock that morning. Aa to the sedond 
aecidept, I heal’d of it at 3T0. I was between the town and the colliery going home.' I returned to the 
colliery straight and went in. 473.
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473. 1I;l:1 Uio lodics boon goL out ilicn ? Tlioy b&i nol boon gol; out. The ones that wore rescued were ^r- rb'‘ 
close to ibe tuimcl mouth, having pulled themselves out. •»
471. 'Were the rescuing parties in the pit when you arrived ? There were a few there, Mr. Campbell and 3 ““J-* 
others. They could not get down until they closed some stopping. The first man we came upon was 
Buzza, who was about 18 or 10 chains down.
47o. Can you point out the spot ? I do not know whether J. can, as I was very much excited at the time.
When wo got Busw.a wo brought him out; and the others, I think, wero found a little distance off. I 
helped to take Biu.zn out; the others were got out shortly afterwards.
470. Jn going down the tunnel, did you see any fire in the hi own-out stoppings ? IS'o; I could see nothing 
but smoke.
477. Then you know nothing about the positions where the other men were found ? Xo.
478. Is that all you can tell us about this matter ? Yes.
470. Did you sec any evidence of fire or flame inthetunnel when you were going down? Xoi
480, I think you have told us that you never saw any fire-damp in this colliery? Xo, I have never
seen any. *
4'81. Have you ever heard of any ? Xo.
4S2, Mr. Daeies.~] .1 would like to he a little clearer as to the reason why you were stopped. I understand 
that the manager or the inspector stopped you: AVas that owing to the prevalence of black-damp ? I 
think it was on account of the black-damp, but the men were dissatisfied when a start was made to shut 
up the mine.
483. So far as you know, you had no idea of any danger ? Xo ; I hail no idea of any danger, except it 
might bo from the top-coal; the top could not bo seen.
481, Mr. Jones.'] Have you worked in various parts of the mine? Ye?.
485. AV hat was the usual width of the bords ? Seven yards.
488. Do they ever exceed that? Yes, sometimes; they might perhaps he 8, hut they were supposed 
to go only 7 yards.
487. Did you ever see a bord of from 12 to 13 yards ? Xo.
488. Mr. Cttrlci/.] AVhen you were down there eight or nine days ago, did you notice any fire on the left-
hand side of the tunnel ?’ Xo, I did not. "
48!). Did you notice whether any tops had fallen? Xo.
4!)0. Did vou notice how high the small coal was blown out? It varied, In some places you could walk 
in if you kept your head down; in other places you could not, because it was blown out very much.
491, Are you guile certain about that ? Yes. In one or two places it took us a. long time to close the 
stoppings up.
492. Did you over go from the main heading into tho hack heading through any of these stoppings ?
Xot before tho first accident. I never went through any of these stoppings. "
49!). You could see through them ? I could not see anything through them.
494. Did you look into them ? AArcll, wc were right in front; we must have looked right into them.
495. Did you never venture to go through? Xo.
49(i. Or see anything? Xo.
497. President.] The object of your closing the stoppings was to get down to tho mine? Yes.
498. Mr. Neilson.] Previous to the second explosion some person found a spark of fire in one of the
stoppings when it was opened out. Is it not so? Yes; that was Xo. 3-4. .
49)). AVhen you got through, could you see the extent of the fire—the far end of it, I mean ? AVe could 
see so far right up the bord towards the boiler; but I do not know how much further it went.

TUESDAY, 4 MAY, 1880.

Present:--
Tite PKESIDEXT.
Mm DSH.EE.
Mk. THOMAS. .
Mn. XE1ESOX.

Mn. SAVIXBDE.X. 
Hit. CUELBY. 
Mit. DAVIES.
Mn. JOXES,

AVilliam Hall sworn and examined:—
500. President.] AVliat is j’our occupation, Mr. Hall ? 1 am a miner, Mr. W. Hall,
501. How long have you been connected witli mining ? Por fifty-seven vears. between, the old country —n
and the Colonies. - ■ j ^ jinVj jggc>
o02. How long have you been in this Colony ? Thirty-one years. I first went to the diggings, but have 
been coal-mining since. ‘
503. Had you a thorough knowledge of coal-mining in the old country ? A'es. a thorough knowledge.
504. AVhcrc are you working now ? In the Lithgow Aralley mine, 1 was getting coal before the fir"!
accident. '
505. On the Saturday before the first accident yon were the last man in the pit, I think ? I was the last 
man in-the pit that night; my son was with me ; he went out ahead of me.
506. AVhat did you find on your road out? I found some smoko hanging about tho top of the rock. It
had got almost down to where wc were at work. AVe were working down in the dip below the fire a Ion" 
way. 0
nO/’. AVhcrc did you find this smoke? I found the smoke the first shift from ours. I noticed a queer 
smell. It was thick at the boiler, but most dense furtber along ; I have seen smoke there before, but 
never in such quantity. . :
508. Did you see any foe? Xo ; and never beard of it at this place before. .
509. AVas tho ventilation going down the engine-plane ns good that Waturdav night as usual ? I cannot
say. _ _ ‘
510. Did you give any one notice of what yon had seen ? Yes ; l gave not ice to Passmore,
511. Had you anything to do with the rescuing of the first party? I had nothing to do with the first 
accident, except that I went in to help to get the men out. 1 did nofhcnr of it fill breakfast time, and 
then a lot of us went m to get the men out. and wc had not got far in the headway when we found them,

' V 512.
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Mr. W. Hall, 012. Bid it strike yon then that the smoke you saw had had something to do with tho accident ? It did 
""■'i after the accident occurred. John Sheedy brought Boig out. at 11 o’clock on the Monday morning.

4 May, 1886. iVJion we got down the second time the air was stronger, and then we found the bodies of the other two 
men. _ ,
513. President^ Canyon point out on the plan the position where the men wore found? [.Dictated 
by the President.] _

The witness, on the plan being inspected, pointed to a position two pillars to the sonth of that 
pointed out by Martin as the place where Charles Younger and William Rowe were found.

514:. PresidentWas the smoke confined to the main tunnel ? There was some smoke down the 
main tunnel. Mr. Turnbull had been putting some bratticing up there then.
515. How far did you proceed down the return air-course ? 1 went no further than where we found the
bodies of the men. ,
516. Did you sec their lamps? 1. did not see their lamps; but there were two lamps hanging on
William Rowe’s hat. They had no oil in them, and then it was we came to the conclusion that they had 
lost their way. _ _ .
517. How did you account for the bodies lying dead in a portion of the mine without smoke, and where
other persons could live V The smoke had been there. \\ ben the first party went down it was full, but 
that was before tbe bratticing bad been put up. _
51.8. You felt no effect of chokc-dainp when you put your head down ? Xot when we fetched the men out.
510. Bid vou work at the rc-opcning of the mine ? Yes : we were not satisfied at the mine being closed 
up, and we applied ourselves to try to got the lire out.
5110. You have had long experience in collieries, and you knew that lids mine was full of smoke and 
poisonous gas ; you knew that Boig, Younger, and Howe had been killed by inhaling poisonous gas ; and 
that the mine had become so full of this gas that ii; was thought fit to abandon operations : How, when you 
made a requisition to the owners to be allowed to rc-open the mine for the purpose of attempting to put 
out the fire, did you keep before yourself the fact that there was danger in the work ? No; 1 did not, 
think there was danger, if wc kept the air along with us. _ __
521. Bid you keep in mind the nature of your employment, as a man of experience ? Yes.
522. You knew what you were doing, and going to attempt to do ? Oh, yes; I was aware of what I was
doing myself. _ _ , .
523. Supposing that any accident had happened to you in the discharge of your duty, were you willing to 
take the risk of that? Yes; I was myself. I was determined to keep myself safe.
524. Had you plenty of material supplied to you for carrying on the operations? Yes; we had every
thing we wanted. _ , .
525. The fact that there was an underground fire, was that a proof in your mind that gas did not exist,?
I am sure there is no gas in that coal ,
520. Have you ever tried for gas ? Yes ; I have tried with my lamp, but never found any trace of it.^
527. During your operations, did the inspectors and owners and managers pay you frequent' visits ? X es, 
every day. They frequently warned us also not to place ourselves in the slightest danger.
528. From your experience in the old country, in the ease of an accident from an explosion or other cause,
have you ever seen a management more anxious for the safety of the men than the owners of the 
Lithgow Yallery Colliery were for your safety in this mine ? No ; I never saw better people for doing 
their duty to the men. ... .
520. And about the inspectors—you have seen many of them no doubt—did you think the inspectors did 
their duly? Yes; 1 believe so, certainly. ... .
530. Did they share your dangers with you? Yes ; 1 have seen Mr. Itowan come right in with us fre
quently. He repeatedly told us to be careful, and generally looked after our safety, .
531. Hrere you on shift when the second accident occurred? Xo: 1 was on the shift before; I was 
coining on the shift to relieve these men.
532. "Were you satisfied with the ventilation of this mine ? 1 was satisfied that so far as we went we bad
plenty of air, I never complained, and never had cause to complain. I have worked in other collieries in 
Lithgow, The ventilation is much the same there..
533. Have you ever seen explosive gas in the district of Lithgow ? No.
534. Bo you know how the stoppings are constructed ? Yes ; they arc composed of slack.
530. Bo you consider them sufficient? No ; I do not consider slack stoppings are sufficient.
53G. But do they answer their purpose? I have always been used to brick stoppings at Home.
537. However, if these stoppings are carefully put in. do they answer their purpose ? Yes. _ _
538. Have you seen the effects of an explosion of gas in the old country ? Yes ; I have been in it.

’ 530. Mr. Paries?] 'Where wan that Mr. Hall ? Jn the Farm Fit, Staffordshire. ^
5-J0. President.'] Have you ever seen the bodies of men killed by an explosion of gas ? Yes.
541. What appearance do they present? I have seen the bodies roasted and the hair burnt off. I have 
had my own hair burnt several times.
542. Did you see the bodies of your unfortunate companions in this late accident? Yes.
543. "What opinion did you form as to the cause of their death ? I thought they were smothered by 
black-clamp.
544. Did you think they had been killed by flames ? No. I believe that the blaek-damp was blown upon
them through the stoppings, in consequence of something that had happened in the mine. _
545. After having had time to think over it, Mr. Hall, what do you think was the cause of the fire in this 
mine? I think it came from the boiler somewhere.
546. Mr. Pavies.] You say you have been in an explosion yourself, Mr. Hall? Yes.
547. Have yon not seen men who have been in an explosion without their hair being singed at all?- 
Yes,
548. President.] That is from after-damp. AVas Ihe ventilation after this accident like what you 
would expect after an explosion ? No.
549. Mr. Thomas.] Did those men look as if they were asleep ? Yes, just like that.
550. Mr. Davies.] Have you had any conversation with Mr. Wilton this lust day or two as to the evidence 
you are giving here to-day ? No; I never had a talk with Mr. Wilton about anything.
551. The statements you’have made emanate entirely from yourself ? Yes, entirely from myself, from
my own knowledge. I have never been taught by anyone. 552.
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Walter Biddle sworn and examined:—
552. President.'] You are a miner ? Yes. *w H'dlle
558. Where were you last employed ? In the Lithgow Valley Colliery. I was therefor fourteen months, 
and about the same time in the Vale of Clwydd. _ 4 Mbt 1S8G
551. When did you last work in the Lithgow Valley Colliery? On the night before the first accident ’
happened, Saturday night; 1 was working past the boiler: I left work about 5'45 p.m.; coming out 
towards the main tunnel I observed smoke; it became thicker towards the furnace; it was travelling 
with the air, aud was very thick at the boiler; when we got past tbe boiler there was hardly any 
at all.
055. Did you go to the boiler ? Xo. We thought there was something wrong, and, personally, I thought 
there must be a fire in behind tho boiler. I thought so because that was where the smoke came from.
55G. Had you any reason to suspect that the place was dangerous before that? Xo : I had never been 
behind the boiler, and had never heard of a fire occurring there before.
557. Are you ipiite sure of that? Yes.
558. AVhen you came out of the mouth of the mine, did you report to anyone ? Xo ; except that wc 
told the man who wae standing outside. The manager was not there, he had gone home.
559. Did you follow him home? Xo: we told Younger, that was the mmi. .
500. Did you not tell anyone else ? Xo ; it did not strike us that anything very serious had happened.
I first heard of something seriously wrong on Sunday at 5 o’clock. I proceeded to work again on tho 
Monday evening. I did not know that Doig had been killed ; he was brought out before I knew.
501. Have you liad any experience of fire-damp or choke-damp? Xo.
502. Had you any reason to complain of the ventilation of this colliery ? Xo.
503. AVere you engaged at the operations that followed the events of 14th Pebruary ? Xo; 1 did not go 
in any more. I am not working at the mine now. That is all 1 know about it.
504. Do you know if there is any difference between the mode of working the Lithgow Valley Colliery 
and that employed in the A’ale ofClwydd? Xo; I believe there is not any difference. The width of 
hording and the size of the pillars are the same, and the stoppings and ventilation arc equally good.
505. AVere copies of the different rules distributed among the men ? Xo; they were put up at the
tunnel mouth. ..

John Davies sworn and examined :—
560. Preside.nl.] AVhat is your business, Mr. Davies ? A miner. Mr. J. ravics.
567. How long have you been a miner, and where? I have been thirty years a miner, between this Colony
and the old country. 4 May, 1886.
568. Where have you been engaged at Home ? In Ehondda, in South AVales. and Cwm Avon.
509. How long have you been jn this Colony ? Eight years last December.
570. 'AVhero have you been working since you arrived in this Colony ? I have worked in Xowcastlc ; 
then a few months at gold-mining; and then I came to Lithgow.
571. In what collieries have you worked since your arrival ? I have only worked in Lithgow Arallcy 
mine.
572. Have yon ever been down any of the other collieries at Lithgow? I have been working in Lithgow 
A7alley for six years.
573. Were you engaged in coal-getting? Yes.
574. Had you any charge? Xo, I had no charge. .
575. You have bad considerable experience as a miner at Homo, Have you had any experience of. ' 
explosive gas ? A Veil, yes, I have been nearly all my life-time at work where there was gas. We had to
use safety-lamps. ’
576. That is, you are skilled in the discrimination of explosive gas called fire-damp? Yes.
577. During the whole of the years that you have been engaged in the Lithgow Aralley mine, have you 
seen any appearance of tire-dam]) ? Xo.
578. You are perfectly certain ? Yes, and I have tried for it many tines.
579. AVhat induced you to try ? Just for my own satisfaction. * .
580. Did you suspect that fire-damp was present ? Xo, I did not. I wanted to test the thing, and then 1 
was more satisfied. About six months after I started here, I was in one part of the "workings, and X 
thought to myself, “I wonder if there is any gas here," and I made the trial with a naked light, but I 
could see no sign of anything in the shape of gas. I tried a number of times.
581. During the time that you have been employed in Lithgow ALalley mine, have yon ever seen any 
smoke in the workings ? Xo, I never saw any smoke, not before the first accident. ”
582. Xot in the main tunnel? AVoll, in the morning sometimes wc saw a little sign of it by the boiler, 
hut not in tbe workings.
583. At tbe boiler, where there any tops taken down ? Xot by the boiler—if was up tbe tunnel about 
half a chain.
584. Did you see smoke hanging about the boiler like a cloud ? Xo.
585. Or lower down the tunnel ? Xo.
580. Suppose that smoke was hanging about the main tunnel whore Ihe tops were taken down, or 
about the boiler, where would that smoke be eventually taken to ? AVhen tbe skips would start io work 
it would be cleared away with the current of air.
587. That is, the suction of tho skips when in motion would produce an air-current? X'es,
588. AVas there usually a, good strong current of air in the tunnel ? Ales, there was a strong current of 

• air.
589. Did it make an impression on the flame of your lamps? Yes; I have had my lamp put out scores 
of times.
590. Then how do you account, as a practical and experienced miner, for the smoke lying in the tunnel
in the mornings ? After the boiler was damped down at night a little of it would work its way out of 
tbe furnace-doors. ‘
591. The point I want to bring to you, Mr. Davies, is this : The main tunnel was tbe main in-take? Yes.
592. Then how do you account for the smoke going against the ventilating current, and lodging hero 
above the boiler ? Well, there being no break in the roof, the smoke or gas would work back.

593,
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Mr. J. Daricf, o93. AVliat. againsi; llie current ? Tes ; because it follows the bottom more than the top.
594. On a i\Jomlay morning, was it vour custom to go early into the mine ? L would go iu about half-past

*Ma^188G' 5 o’clock. . ^ . .
595. Was the air as free on Monday mornings as other mornings ? 1 never saw any difference.
59G. In the working places, was the ventilation sufficient? 1’cs, in all the places where X have "been 
working there was ; of course in some places there would not bo so much as others. _
597. Did you ever have any conversation with the manager about the question of ventilation ? No.
598. Did you ever make any complaint to the manager as to the amount of ventilation ? "Well, at one
time about the stoppings, that they ought to be filled up ; but that was nothing, as we had sufficient air. 
I only mentioned it because I could see what was wanted to be done. _
599. At the time when you called the manager’s attention to the stoppings, w-erc you in any apprehension 
of danger? No.
600. Did you ever observe any choke-damp in the workings ? No; I never found any. _
601. Have you ever travelled the returns ? Not all of it: 1 have travelled some part of it.
602. Did you see any choke-damp there ? No, never.
603. Then wo are to understand that you have never made a complaint about tbe ventilation. I suppose 
if there had beeu an insufficiency of ventilation you would have complained ? Certainly; I should 
complain to the manager, or the underground boss.
G04. Now, about this underground boiler you have incidentally mentioned—have you ever examined it ? 
No ; I have not examined it much. I have been several times at it, and ■was round at the left-hand side,
605. Have you observed any accumulation of small coal on the left-hand side ? Yes, there was a body of 
small coal there.
606. Whativas tho object of putting small coal there? Dor one thing, they bad been cutting some part 
of the top-coal away, and a little bit of the bottom had been lifted, and tho coal was shifted to one side.
607. Hotv did you gain access to the left-hand side ? So far as I remember, we used to have a long 
wire, and pass it through with a brush attached to the end of it, I believe I went in to give Passmore a 
hand,
608. Then tell ns how that operation was accomplished—did you put the wire in in front, and draw it
towards the boiler ? I think he used to put it in the front, and I would draw the wire across towards the 
main tunnel, right through, _
609. Was it drawn right through the fire-grate ? So far as I know, but I cannot say positively.
610. Coming to tbe front of tbe boiler,—there was a brick building across tbe front of it, we understand ?
Yes, level with the front of tlicboiler, and there was another one close to the roof. There was a bit of a 
door through which to get behind the boiler, but whether it was of wood or canvas I cannot remember, 
(ill. Have you ever heard of any fire occurring at this boiler previous to the serious fire of February ? 
Yes; I forget bow long ago, but there was a bit of a fire there. _
612. Was it months or years before this accident: you can tell that, I suppose? I believe it was about 
eight or nine weeks before the accident. I did not see it, Passmore told me there was a bit of a fire 
there, and I heard some of the men talking about it; they did not say much. I asked Passmore if he put 
the fire out, and he replied that he had. I said, “You had better sec that the fire is out. or it might bring 
yon into trouble;’’ and ho said, “ 1 am quite sure of it.”
613. Then you, as a, cautious man, predicted danger from that fire ? Tes.
614. Were you quite satisfied when he informed yon that the fire was out? Yes,
615. Was Passmore a reliablemau,in your opinion; could you rely upon bis word ? Yes, so far as 1.had 
seen of him, you could rely upon his word. I never could find anything wrong with the man,
616. Was Mr. Doig a reliable man, so far as you could sec ? He was.
617. Did Mr. Doig and Passmore show an interest in the safety of the men ? Yes. I have no complaint 
to make of-the management.
618. Did you consider it a dangerous mine to work in? No, it was, in my opinion, one of the safest 
mines that I ever 'worked in.
619. Was the roof a good roof? Yes, Jn some places it was a bit heavy, but we used to put timber in 
then.
620. Comparing it with the mines yon have worked in at Home, you considered it a safe one to work in ? 
Yes, certainly. There was much more danger attached to the operations of mining in the old country 
where I have ■worked.
621. Have you ever paid attention to the stoppings of this mine ? Yes; I have noticed them several 
times. They were composed of slack.
022. Ts that the usual way to put up stoppings in coal-mines? In this country, yes. But in most places 
where I have worked the stoppings were made of stone or brick—that was where there was gas.
623. Were the stoppings used in Lithgow Yalley mine made air-tight ? Well, I do not think they ever 
could have been quite air-tight, because the material would slacken from the roof a little.
624. Is it a bad practice to lot a little air go through tbe stoppings—do you know whether it is good 
mining to ventilate the "waste ? I. am not welt acquainted with English. [The question was put in 
Welsh.] Witness: I do not think so.
625. President.'] YTiat was the last day you worked in tlic mine before the accident? Before the first 
accident I was working between No. 1 and No. 2 cross-cuts.
626. Were you working on tbe Saturday ? Yes,
627. When did you come out of the mine? 1. hardly know—I was on tbe back shift.
628. When did you first hear of the accident ? On the Monday morning. I did hear on the Sunday 
night that Passmore had come home bad, and I went to sec what was the matter. He was in bed, and be 
told me that something came over him by the flue, and that he was so bad that be could scarcely travel 
home. He also told me that there was so much smoke in the tunnel that he could not go down. Then he 
went to the flue, and there was smoko going up, or something.
629. Did that surprise you ? Yes, I was surprised.
630. Did you form any opinion as to where this smoke came from ? No, I could not do that.
631. Did Passmore give you any opinion as to what was the cause of this ? No.
032. What did you do on the Monday morning ? I went down to the pit; there were a few men there, 
and just as I was going to enter the tunnel Wo or three men came out aud said it was full of smoke.

633,
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G.}3. A\ ho ^'crc these men ? CJcor^e Hephins was one, and I cannot say whether Norwood was one of Mr, j, Davie*, 
them or not. then 1 thought of John Noig, and told one of the men to run over to Afr. Younger’s and ■ /— 
see if he was at home. AYe made np our minds that he must he in the mine. Air. Campbell was there 4 May, 1886. 
at the time, and James Doig. Then we thought to work the “ set-in ” to restore the ventilation. Wo 
started the engine and felt the rope drag; we could not work it. AYc then rushed into the main tunnel, 
down io the smoko.
G31. Was it the tail-rope that got tight ? A~ns. AYell, we went in as far as we could, and began to open 
one or two of the stoppings on tho side of the tunnel, but we soon saw that wc were doing wrong, and 
ye closed them up again, and went out. AYe talked about going for Air. Turnbull, aud some of the men 
went to Air. Gell. do .
tid-j. Did you form one of the rescuing parties? A os. AYc went in search of Doig and his party. AVe 
proceeded into No. 2 eross-cut, and opened up the first bord on the left-hand to the cross-cut." leading 
into a bord running parallel with and to the south of the tunnel.
GdG. "What uas your object in opening up a slopping that had never been opened up before? AYe 
1 nought as the smoke was so thick in the main tunnel, that by opening up the stopping wc could take 
the smoke io the first floor, and make that an air-course. '
G37. AYell, proceed. AVhat did you do ? AYe worked our wav down till we came fo Air. Turnbull, who 
had, a brattice, and within a few minutoj after this the cry was liiat they had found Doim 
G3S. Ajiarty of rescuers had preceded you ? Yes. " ”
030. AYell. what did you do'thcn ? I went out.
G40. And that finished what you had to do with the first accident ? Yes.
Gil. Then the mine was closed up ; is that so ? Yea, a day or two after that, and it remained closed
for some tunc. '
Gi2.^And then it was rc-opcned, and operations commenced for restoring the ventilation and putting out 

yes, it was rc-opcned. They thought the fire was out.the fire ?

Oh. yes
GJ3. Did you work in the mine after the opening ? A'os, the whole of the time.
Git. During this time, Mr. Davies, did the proprietors, Air. Wilton and Air. G-eil, visit vou 
tlioy were there. "
013. Did they show anxiety for your safety ? Yes ; ll.cy were there during my shift. They told us to 
be careful, and look after ourselves. * '
GIG. They cautioned yen not to run any risk ? Yes.
647. Just about this time, or rather before, did you hear that someone had pulled down a stoppiim inthe 
mam tunnel? A\o; I never heard of or saw it.
G4S. At the time when it was resolved to close up the mine, did the men hold a mcctiim? On the Satur
day morning a number of men were on the top of the pit, and we were talking about 'the possibility of 
putting out the fire. i j
G-19 Yon did not want to be daunted ? No. So wc went to the Company’s office, aild we told Air. Gell 
that ne believed wc could put the fire out if they would provide us with material. I was one of those 

, Im 118 ^or 01U' sympathy. He said he was going to sec the inspectors.
GoO. \V bat means did you intend to take to extinguish the tiro ? AYc thought to brattice up with canvas, 
make the stoppings secure, and then, by carrying the air down with us as close as possible to the tiro, wo 
thought to put a pump on the flat, and put the fire out that way. Some of us knew that there was plenty 
or water m the swallow. ‘ 1 J
C51. Did you think- vou were likely to run any danger ? No.

™°J0U ku°" 1;*10,cffcct of choke-damp upon tho human system ? I never proved if: upon myself.
"r ih a j 610 Wai a,1'r di,nSei il‘JC opening up of this mine, were you prepared to take the risk
of that danger when you went to Mr. Gell ? 'Well, 1 could not sec any danger if wo were allowed to 
have our own way, because we would carry the fresh air with us. ‘
^1'-^ltsulll)0SIMKd^1Kcr!'0,cx,i8h^ll^c'-cr danger there was, were you prepared l.o take the risk? 
A\ cilj i ran the same risk with the others, hut .1. could not see any danger.
G55. A. hundred and one things might have orcniTod that no man could foresee P Oh vc«
03G. A cry well, the consent for yon to make the trial was given, and .lid you carry the air down with 
'Tn” J Vcs; we earned it right to the fire.

wCl y°U5et al11 ^ materiftl J011 r£,(lllirol from the.owners ? Yes, we got everything wc wanted. 
boS. Ion continued these operations on for some time—cun you say how Ion" before the accident? NoJ. cannot say. .jo ’
659. Do you know the date when you resumed operations? No. I cannot say
660. AYero yon on shift when the accident occurred—that is the second accident? No. AIv shift was
from 12 o clock midnight till G a.m. '
601. AVhen the shift came within sight of the fire, where did you think the fire was located—did it seem to 
you to be Oil the right or left hand side of the tunnel? So far as 1 could see. it was -just in the centre of 
the hnmel. * J
662. AVhat was burning there? AYe could not sec that, hut wc saw two flames.

you ever get up to that ? Yes, when we carried the brattice on. The fire was opposite the boiler. 
66-f. Did you see afire burning m a pillar a few yards up tbe left-hand side of tbe tunnel from the boiler? 
Oh, yes, the last few shills I did—on Sunday and Afonday morniims,
GG5. Yon saw a tire there? Yes, in the pillars on the kd't-linml side.

ivj ^on SL‘° riy 011 tLc out™lc 0111,0 0jt inside, working out inwards the tunnel.
06/. Did you see tins through a stopping? Yes. Jt was on Sunday morning. I. had been on bv the 
boiler, and had cr.ine out for a spell, when I heard something roaring at No, 35 stopping. Kirkwood was 
there. So wo looked down, and we saw the bit of the Jlamc at the bottom of the pillar. The stopping 
was on fire, and working out towards the tunnel, 11 °
GGS. ATou could sec from the stopping into the bord? Yes.
669. Did the fire scorn io extend up towards the mouth of the tunnel ? 
looking through it we could see the fire flaming up towards the north.
6/0. AYell Air. Davies, was tbal: fall in the main tunnel, in front of the boiler, aheavvfall5 Ye«- I 
Jnd smoke ^ heaVy r°ck aUd f0p3 °f C°al liad £allen a'va3r*1,ut 1 cou!d see the TOof‘£or the sulphur 

071. Did you direct your operations to the removal of the debris? Yes; it was In my shift,
G72i

Yes. I made a bit of a. hole, and
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Hi'. J. DnviM. (572. effect ivoulfl that heavy fall in the main tunnel have upon the ventilation? So far as I could
see, it would slop it altogether.

4 May, 1886. (>73 the fire had taken place, -when you came to Tyndall’s heading, were the stoppings there intact
—tight I mean ? There was only one stopping in Tyndall’s heading, so far as I could see, and when l 
went close to it I found it tight.
G74. What waa it formed of? Slack.
675. AVas there any timber? INfo, 1 did not see thal, hut J. believe Campbell told me there was timber 
there.
676. Have you ever seen an explosion of fire-damp? Ales.
677. AVhat is the effect of it—do you hear a report? Yes, there would he a report and a Hash of light. 
I have experienced it iu AVales, 1 was thrown down before the flame.
678. And did it pass over you? It threw' me right, before it till I came to the air-course, and when I 
passed the air-course the flame was done.
679. Have you seen the bodies of men w'ho have been killed by fire-damp? Yes.
680. AVhat appearance did they present? I have seen them with the skin burnt off, and all their hair 
singed.
681. Did you sec the bodies of the unfortunalc men who were killed by this accident—did you see the 
bodies of Doig, for instance, or Younger? 1 satv Doig just before he died.
682. Did he present the appearance of a man who had been killed by an explosion? No.
683. Did you see the bodies of any of tho victims to the second accident?- X saw the bodies of Lance, 
Allison, and Rawc.
684. Did Rawe appear to have died from the effects of an explosion? No.
685. AVhat do you think was the cause of his death? 1 would fancy that his death was caused by black- 
damp.
686. Have you ever seen the body of a man killed from black-damp in the old country? 1 have seen one,
that is all. ‘ "
687. AVhat appearance did the body present? Very much like that presented by the body of Tom Rawe.
688. Did you see Allison’s body? Yes.
689. AVhat appearance did it present? AVcll, Allison seemed to be a bit burnt. His moustache was a 
little burnt, but there was 110 sign of burning at the back of his head.
690. He had bruises about the face, had lie not ? Yes.
691. Hoiv would you account for Allison’s appearance? AVcll, I should think he had fallen into a fire. 
If he liad been in an explosion bis hair would have been burnt back and front.
692. AVere his clothes burnt in any way? I did not take much notice.
693. AVas his body burnt at all? His left arm looked as if it. had been burnt'.
694. AVcll, Mr. Davies, towards the last shifts that you worked in the tunnel near the boiler, did you hear
of any falls occurring iu the gob (waste) ? 1 did not hear any falls there. At about 4 o’clock on Monday
morning—the last shift—the canvas door we had put across No. 35 stopping blew out, and the heat 
came out. ■
695. Did you hear any noise before it was blown out ? No, except a slight noise from the canvas.
696. AVas there any light put out? No, I think not.
697. Did any gas come out ? No, only a body of beat.
698. Were the Government Inspectors present during your operations, and did they remain for any 
length of time? They were sometimes in longer than I was myself,
699. AVho attended most regularly, was it Mr. Rowan or Mr. Mackenzie ? Both were in, but Mr.
Rowan was in most. '
700. Did he give you any assistance? [The question put in AVelsh.] Yes. He was there looking 
after us, andhc was very cautious not to let us run into any danger.
701. Then you have no complaint to make against Mr. Rowan or Mr. Mackenzie ? Oh, no ; nut at all. 
I consider they were doing their best.
702. Mr. Thomas.} Dave you ever worked in a pit (in AVales) where you dare use a naked lamp ? Oh, 
yes; but that was when 1 was a hoy, at Cwm Avon; we worked there with a naked candle, and used to test 
the gas with a naked candle. [Several questions put in AVelsh.]
703. Mr. Curlcti.] AVhat was the number of shifts you worked, say at the second accident, from the time 
of commencing'until this last disaster took place? I cannot remember exactly. I was three weeks at 
night shift, and it may he a day or two, or perhaps three.
704. How many hours were the shifts? Pour shifts in twenty-four hours.
705. Can you say who had principal charge of these shifts ? No, I cannot.
70G. AVho had charge of the shift you were on ? I liad,
707. Arc you employed in the Lithgow ATaHcy mine now ? Yes.
70S. AVhat position do you occupy now? AVcll, I was doing brick-work last week.
709. Mr. Ourhy.} You have had some experience at Home in fiery mines; had you not an idea that there 
was some very serious danger in connection with the lire in the opening out of this mine ? No, I could 
not see it, if we carried the air-current down with us.
710. Rut you know from experience that it .takes a certain quantity of pure air to produce an explosion ? 
Yes. Rut after the test being made with a safety-lamp, I could see no danger, so long as we kept air 
with us, and kept the black-damp away.
711. Had you a safety-lamp ? No, none of my shift had, hut 1 heard that some one had tested with a. 
safety-lamp.
712. Are you aware whether any attempt was made to discover gas during your shift, either by yourself,
the inspector, or anybody else ? No. I do not remember. ’
713. President.'] You have already told us that you have tested the workings for gas? Yes: that
was some time ago. L
714. Mr. Gurley.} The question I am asking is whether, after it was decided to rc-opcn this mine, any
attempt was made by the iutipeotor, or any one else, to disebler gas by means of a safety-lamp? Nut 
with a safety-lamp. "

48 EOYAL COMMISSIOS OJT COELTEMES—MINUTES OF ETIOEKCE,

715.



719

EOTAL COVirrseiOK ox COLLTEEIES—MITUTES OF ETILETCE. 49

715. President,'] 'With any other lamp ? Tcs. Mr.
71G. ilfr. Jones.] Ton have stated that you did not anticipate any danger ; hut did you accept 'whatever 
risk thcTO might be from a possible accident? Tes. '
7l7. President.] l\rero you satisfied that the owners, inspectors, and managers did everything that a^’ 
man could do to ensure your safety ? Tes; they could not have done more.

Henry Grant sworn and examined:—
718. President.] "What is your occupation, Mr. Grant? I have been a miner all my life.
719. Whore have you been employed? I was employed in Lanarkshire, Scotland-
720. And how long in this Colony? Seven years. 1 worked for a few weeks in tho Eskbank, and then I 
came to Lithgow Valley. I was working as a dayman, and attending to the little engine at the under
ground boiler.
721. Was it your duty to visit the working-face? No.
722. Have you ever seen fire-damp in any of the mines you have worked in ? Tes, I was working at 
Moss End, 10 miles from Glasgow. X have had experience of fire-damp in the old country.
723. Have you over experienced it in the Lithgow Valley Colliery? No, never. From what 1 have seen, 
1 should say that block-damp was present; but certainly no fire-damp.
724. Where would the black-damp be? In a part of the old workings.
725. Have you ever heard of fire-damp being seen in the Lithgow Valley workings ? No, I never have 
heard of such a thing.
720. Did you over put up any stoppings? 1 have occasionally, when 1 have been sent for.
727. Did you put them up carefully ? Tes. We made them as tight as we could in the ordinary way. 
Sometimes they would shrink a little, and if we saw them draw air we would return aud make them 
tight again.
728. Did you think them efficient stoppings ? Woll, "I never saw slack stoppings till 1 came here.
729. What sort of stoppings did you see elsewhere? Erick stoppings.
730. But did those slack stoppings answer their purpose—was the ventilation sufficient ? I was not 
often in the face ; I can only speak of the main roads.
731. However, you were careful to make them as tight as you could ? Tes.
732. Was Doig very particular on that point ? So far as my knowledge allows me to judge, I think he 
was very particular on that point.
733. Ton say you attended to tbe underground boiler and engine ? Tes, at night. I was engaged 
pumping the water.
734. How was the boiler built ? It was placed in tbe centre of a bord, and enclosed by a brick building.
735. Was the coal pillar protected by brickwork ? No.
730. What did the pavement consist of ? A portion of it was coarse coal 18 inches thick.
737 V'as the floor taken up under the boiler ? Not that 1 am aware of ; 1 cannot say,
/38. But you can speak of that part in front of the boiler—was it taken out where you cleaned tho fire? 
No; it was not cut away to the rock. The coarse coal was not raised.
739. Well, in front of the boiler, was there a brick building ? Tcs, from pillar to pillar.
740. How many foot of a passage existed between the left-hand side of the boiler and the coal pillar on 
that side? About 8 or 9 inches.
741. How did you get access to that side of the boiler ? A bit of screen cloth protected it.
742. Was there any close and air-tight building between the boiler and the tunnel ? The boiler was pro
tected by two ■walls.
743. When yon came to the boiler down the tunnel, you raised this screen to get there ? Tes, there was 
a screen.

Mr.
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744. In raising this screen, and coming to the side of the boiler, was there an accumulation of small coal 
there ? Tes, a portion was fallen off. It was not removed in my time.
745. Where did the flues of tho furnace commence ? They commenced from the hack of the boiler, 
and took tlic smoke direct from the fire into the old workings. They were about 14 or 15 yards long, 1 
think,
746. How did you clean these flues ? We had some wire about as thick as a pencil, to which was 
attached some bush, and this was pulled through from tho back and returned again.
747. Did you over, from curiosity or duty, travel tbe return road when cleaning these pipes ? No. ] was 
only too glad to get out on account of the smoke and heat.
74S. How wero these fire-clay pipes supported ? They were held up by iron rails.
749. "What was lying on the pavement? A sort of small coal and soot.
750. Would small provocation raise a fire there ? Tes. T have seen it at this spot twice. There was no 
flame though. The lire was always put out, as wc bad plenty of water. I do not know how long ago it 
is that these fires happened. .1 saw one six or seven months before this accident happened, and I heard 
of one six or seven weeks before the accident.
751. Then you have heard of one tire and known two to have occurred yourself, that makes three fires 
under these fire-clay pipes ? Tes.
752. Was this boiler divided at one time by a cut-through ? Tes; there was a place where Mr. Doig 
once took us to take coal out for the furnaces.
753. Was that in the corner of the boiler, just between tbe corner and the main tunnel ? Tes.
754. Was the pillar to the left-hand side split with a cut-through ? I do not know ; I never went down 
that-way—that is, T never went that side of tho pipes.
755. Have you seen smoke hanging about at the furnace ? Tes, but I cannot say how it came there.
756. Are you aware whether the left-hand furnace that took the air was kept going at night. ? It, was 
damped down at night.
757. That is, on Saturday night it would be damped down, and the boiler was also damped down ? Tes.
758. Supposing a fire had occurred anywhere in the vicinity of that boiler, from any cause, on Saturday 
nigbt, when would it be noticed ? That 1 cannot say. I arrived at 5'25 on Saturday morning, and never 
knew about anything occurring. I was not back until the Monday morning—that was when I heard of 
the accident.
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Mr. H. Ghrant. 759. Supposing, Mr. Grant, that the main current of air was from any cause directed into the boiler, and 
z-—at the same time small coal below these flues was smouldering, what would be the effect of the fresh air 

1S86. rushing in ? It would have the effect of kindling it.
760. Bid the construction of that boiler ever raise doubts in your mind as to its safety? "Well, in any 
other underground boiler that I have seen in the old country all the top-coal was taken down to the 
rock, but in this instance 1 trusted to its being surrounded by water.
761. Do you consider that these flues (the return air-course) were selected and arranged with a due 
regard to safety—should not the small coal have been taken out from below these pipes ? Vell, if they 
had been properly cleaned out the smouldering would not have occurred-
762. Quite so. But supposing you had been manager, and your attention had been directed to such a 
smouldering as you have mentioned, would it not have occurred to you to remove that small coal to 
prevent another such fire occurring ? Yes. If 1 had been “ boss” I would have had it removed.
763. "Wouldyou also have cleared out the accumulation of small coal round and about the boiler? Yes.
764. Would you have taken down the tops ? Yes, that certainly ought to have been done.
765. Above these fire-clay pipes, was the top-coal hanging ? Yes.
766. Well, supposing the top-coal had broken away in this place from the effects of heat, what would 
have been the probable effect ? It might have taken fire.
767. Bo you think it would have been reasonable to suppose in connection with the late accident that 
something like this did occur ? I cannot say that exactly, because everything was right when I was 
there.
768. What width was the bord that the flues went through ? Fourteen feet, I think.
769. Were any of the tops down at all ? A portion of the tops were down where they travelled in to inspect 
the flues.
770. But I understand you to say that above the fireclay pipes none of the tops were taken down ? No, 
it was all coal.
771. Were the tops supported by timber in the flues ? I was never there.
772. Did any portion of the tops break away ? Not in my time.
773. Did you consider that this was a perfectly safe boiler ? No, I did not consider it a safe boiler,
owing to its close proximity to the roof and the quantity of steam and heat generated. ~
774. Mr. Neilson^] Concerning the flue in the old bord where the smoke used to go away, has that place 
ever been cleared of soot ? No, 1 believe not.
775. 'Prcaidviit Were you one of those who took part; in rescuing the men Doig, Younger, and Howe? 
Yes, I was there, and formed one of the exploring party. .Mart:in was also one. I turned down No. 2 
cross-cut to the right, and the men were found 12 or 13 yards off the first cross-cut.
776. Did you follow the air in going down to Younger and Howe? Yes; the ventilation seemed to be 
pretty well restored. They were lying clear of smoke and damp.
777. Are you certain as to the position where they were found? Martin is quite positive in Ins state
ment as to where he found Doig, and traced with his finger on the plan to a point below No. 2 cross-cut; 
he pointed to a place considerably below—that is, to the east of No. 2 cross-cut. Do you still say it was 
not below, but above No. 2 cross-cut ? The two that I saw lying there were above the cross-cut, hut Doig 
was below.
778. The first cross-cut is a few yards below the right-hand furnace ? Yes. [At this stage reference was 
made to the plan.] Dictated by the President: I am still of opinion that Younger and Rowe wore found 
between the No. 1 and No. 2 cross-cuts, and not in the position indicated by Martin aud Hall.
779. Did you take any other part in the operations at the mine ? No, not then.
780. After Doig and Younger and Howe were found, what did you do about tbe mine ? I was put on to 
attend tbe furnace.
781. When was that ? Just after they opened up the mine the last time.
782. Was the left-hand furnace kept going ? Yes, at last it was ; it was the right-hand furnace that I 
attended to.
783. Did you attend shift on and shift off until the accident occurred ? Yes; I was there during the day
time between 8 o’clock in the morning and 4 o'clock in the afternoon.
784. Were you on duty at the time the last accident occurred ? Yes.
785. How were you apprised of that accident? I was sitting on the road at the right-hand furnace, and 
I.never rightly knew where I was until I looked up and found I was lying up against the drum at tho 
mouth of the mine. I was sitting on some bricks at the place I have stated, when a rush of wind came 
and carried me out. A young fellow was there at the time, and he saw me.
786. Is there not a gate or fence near the mouth of the mine, Mr. Grant? Yes, the fence was up.
787. Is that not of a permanent character? It is only a slight structure; one-half was kept shut.
788. How do you account for the fence not being blown away ? I cannot say as to that.
789. Do you think it possible for a person of your size and weight to have been shot along a distance of 
100 yards by such a rush of wind ? Well, I thought it was nigh on to that distance.
790. Then, supposing that you had been blown 100 yards out of a tuunel and through these gates, over 
rollers and over rails, and beyond this again 50 or 60 yards in the open air, how do you account 
for having escaped without considerable bruises or broken bones ? I was shaken a great deal.
791. Do you think it possible that a man could be blown out of a mine through gates and up the open 
cut without an injury. You know one-half of the gate is always kept shut? I know; I struck my 
head against it.
792. Wonld not such a blast have blown the gates off ? "Well, I got plenty, and that is all I can say.
793. What I want to know, Mr. Grant, is, after considering the matter calmly, do you think it was 
possible? Certainly I do. I know you think I am telling you a story.
794. No, hut I think you are deceiving yourself? No, I don’t think 1 am. Jim Bowe was just the same 
way, and the hoy was just the same. Jim Bowe had been sitting with me on those bricks when the blast 
came, and he said he was tossed over to the other side. As soon as I came to myself 1 ran for the furnace- 
door, and having got it open the smoke was coming back again; and when we went to the left-hand furnace- 
door we found the small coal had been forced up against it, and we could not get it open. After that I 
assisted to get out the dead men.
795. What space of time intervened ? So far as I can leam, about half an hour. I liad looked at my 
watch a few minutes before that, aud it was then just a quarter past 3.
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796. Then your watch was not damaged at all when you were blown out of the mine ? No ; I had: it kept tlr. II.
in a little box; it was not damaged at all, and was still going. 'xTihnfi
797. Neither yon nor your watch were injured? Well, I have been pretty bad since ; the doctor says 4 May, 1886. 
my system was shaken.
798. Yon are sure yon did not run a portion of this distance ? No, I did not run; I was blown out, and 
fell on my side.
799. Was the furnace still burning when you got back? It was scattered all over; I got it right in 
about a quarter of an hour; I had Jack Sheedy to assist me.
800. Was the fire completely blown out of the grate? It was all out and driven all over the place; we 
put it in with shovels.
801. Mr. Meihon.~] You are quite sure that the force of the blow was going up the tunnel, and that you 
wore blown to that distance? Yes.
802. Which way was the air going at the furnace? Whenever I got the door shut it took the draught, 
and the air went down.
803. You were perfectly satisfied that you had the two doors shut at the left and right hand furnaces, and 
the current of air was restored at once ? Oh, yes, sir.
801. Mr. Swinl)urn.~\ Where were you sitting when tins explosion took place, or whatever you term it ?
I. was sitting on some bricks close to tho door of the furnace, on the side of the main tunnel.
805. Mr. Nnilson.] You said that the whole of the fire was blown out—was it blown out at the front or 
the back ? It was driven to the back, and front, aud sides.
806. Where did you find the live coal ? All along the front it was smashed up, and we put it in with the 
shovel.
807. Mr. Swinhurn.'] Can you account for some of the fire being at the front and some at the back ? The 
blast would lift it to one side.
808. Mr. GurleijP} You have stated here that had you been manager you would have fixed that boiler 
differently; did you ever suggest to the manager the propriety of making some alteration ? No. My own 
opinion is that the top should he taken down for greater security; hut it would not he my place to make 
such suggestions when tho manager could sec for himself.
809. Did you ever suggest anything of this kind to the Inspector of Collieries ? No, sir: I know my 
place.
810. Then you knew of your own knowledge, and from your past experience, that this was likely to be a 
source of danger, and knowing this you still thought it was unnecessary to report such a thing to the 
inspector ? I did not report it to the inspector because I had no right to interfere with another man’s 
duties; if I had not been pleased with it myself I could have left it.
811. Then you were pleased with it ? Yes, it was my work: I never saw Mr. "Rowan, or any of them, 
when I was there.
812. Mr. Cttrlei/!] Did you notice whether any of these ashes accumulated at the furnace were strewn 
about? 1 do not know whether I had any ashes in my head at the time ; I paid little attention.
813. Mr. Swinhurn.~\ Did yon observe any flame or light when tho rush of air came ? No ; it was only 
just a mass of smoke and dust.
814. Can you assign any reason for this ? No. I never was down beyond tho furnace. I know no more 
about that than yourself.

Charles Norwood sworn and examined;— ■ jir.
815. Preside.] "What is your calling, Mr. Norwood? I am a miner. _ 0.Norwood,
816. "Where have you worked in the Colonv ? ] have only worked in the Lithgow Valley mine ; I have
worked there for'six years. ' 4 May, 1686.
817. Do you know anything about fire-damp or choke-damp ? I have worked a little in fire-damp at Home, 
but I never saw it in Lithgow Yalley.
818. "Where did you work in the old country? In the county Durham.
819. Have you ever seen explosive gas ? Yes ; 1 have seen it burn a man ; I was working next to him at
the time. '
820. Well, did you consider the Lithgow Yalley pit a safe one to work in ? I did.
821. Had you any fault to find with the management of the mine, in connection with the character of the 
working; as to tho size of the pillars, for instance, and the width of the bords, and the class of stoppings ?
No, I bad no fault to find in any way.
822. Have you ever worked to the left-hand of the tunnel ? Yes.
823. Do you know of any reported encroachment upon Eskbank ? No, but I have heard something of it.
824. Have you ever heard of or seen any pillaring in the workings to the left-hand of the tunnel? No, I 
have never heard of any being taken out to the left or the right either, but it might have taken place 
without my knowing.
825. Have you ever inspected the underground boiler ? No.
826. Did yon ever hear of an underground fire having occurred there before February ? Yes, but I did 
not see it.
827. Did the fact raise any fears in your mind as to the safety of the mine ? No, it did not.
828. Where were you when the first accident happened? I was at home; I left home about half-past 4 in 
the morning. When I went into the mine I was met by the smoke ; I was with Hopkins at the time, and 
after staying there a little while we retreated. We then went into No. 2 cross-cut; three men were 
supposed to be in there, as we had been informed by Martin that ho left them at 2 o’clock, and it was 
thought they were somewhere in the cross-cut; we went on as far as Tyndall’s heading, but the damp or 
smoke took effect upon us and we returned; wc then went down the tunnel again, and fell in with 
Campbell and another man; Campbell asked me if .1. would go in again to find the men, and I did so 
accordingly, after breaking a stopping, but I lost the use of my legs and was carried out.
829. Did you take any other part in these operations ? Not in the least.
830. After the stopping was removed from tho mouth of the tunnel, were you employed as a worker to 
extinguish (ho fire ? Yes ; 1 went on my own account.
831. You worked for some time, until you saw the fire burning, when something occurred which deter
mined the owners to close up tho mine, and we have heard that the miners then held a meeting and came
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to some resolution; what do you hnow about that ? I cannot say much about it, as I was not there ; I 
have heard that they did hold a meeting.
832. And petitioned the owners to be allowed to extinguish the fire on certain terms—is that not so ? 
Well, I cannot speak with certainty about that.
833. Who chose you ns a worker ? No one chose me, but I was one of them. A certain line of action 
was agreed upon, and the men chose their own leaders, but I was not there when it was agreed to.
834'. As a matter of fact, permission was given to re-open the mine, and operations were resumed ? Yes, 
permission was given, I suppose, by the inspectors.
835, Did you anticipate that any danger attended this work ? Yes, there was a little danger attending it, 
of course.
83G. Had you ever seen a plan of the working P Yes, I did see a plan of it, but I am not much of a 
scholar, and cannot say anything about it.
837. As a working miner, do you understand the underground workings ? Yes, I Iruow all the bords and 
headings that have been worked since I have been there.
838. W ell, having got down to the seat of the fire, did you notice a fall in the main tunnel ? Yes.
839. Was it a heavy fall ? Yo.
840. Could you see over it ? Yes.
841. Did you think it Mocked up the tunnel? No, I cannot say that; it was not a heavy fall of rock; 
it consisted mainly of tops, and we sent it outside.
812. Coming to the boiler, were the tops on Are ? Yes; they were all down and burning, and we put 
them out.
813. Did you see any fire in the old workings to the left? Yes; and a little burning inwards towards 
Tyuclall’s heading.
844. When you were in at the boiler, did you notice the direction of the fire then ? Yes ; there was a 
little ou the right and also ou the left stretching towards the back of the tunnel.
845. Have you ever travelled the flues from the boiler ? No, never.
84G. In tbe course of your operations in connection with extinguishing this fire, did you hear any falls in 
the water? Yes. I have seen and heard them. I saw one on the Sunday before the last accident; it 
was over the boiler to the left. It was a heavy fall, and had the effect of putting my light out, as I was 
at work with the hose at the time, and it drove us hack-
847. Then you were on shift when the accident occurred? Yes; it was about 3 o’clock, or a quarter 
past. I should have gone off at 6 o’clock.
848. Did you hear any noise or sound at the time? No ; some of my companions said they did, but I 
could hear nothing.
81:9, What was the first intimation you had that anything was wrong ? A heavy blast of wind came 
down the tunnel, carrying with it small coal and dust.
850. Have you ever experienced a similar blast to that? Never in my life.
851. How long did tbe blast last ? A.s far as I can tell, the blast passed away quickly, and the smoke 
and stythe came gradually. We then went for the skips and pulled the rapper-wire ; but the skips did 
not move, and then we all got out and travelled as fast as possible to the mouth of the tunnel. Tho 
strongest men took the lead, I suppose. I was behind, with Duncan next to me. The last thing I 
remember was Duncan telling me to come on” ; but I said I could not; I was pretty well done. I was 
lying down when the rope moved; I hung on to it; and as one of the skips came along I got into one 
of the skips.
852. Did you see any Cre on the road ? Yes, and I saw fire in the stoppings ■ hut wo could not lake 
much notice,
853. Was the fire iu any considerable quantity ? It looked as if a few hot cinders had been thrown out 
ot the grate. It was scattered towards the right-hand side. As far as I can say, the fire was about 20 
yards ahead of the ships, and 200 yards from the file.
854. Did you foresee any danger just previous to the accident ? Well, I never saw any danger as regards
what did occur. °
855. Do you thiuk anyone could have anticipated such au occurrence? Well, I cannot speak for anyone 
else. But if I had anticipated it I should not have been there. I was under no compulsion to go.
856. Did the owners and inspectors show a reasonable regard for your safety ? Oh, yes ; as far as I 
could see. They told us not to run any danger, and frequently told us to be careful. ‘
857. Had you any complaint to make as to the quantity of ventilation or anything else ? No.
858. Would you have complained if there appeared to you to be anything wrong? Yes, of course I
should. "
859. Do you think the inspectors could possibly have foreseen and prevented tho catastrophe ? No,
I do not. 1
860. Could you throw blame upon anyone for the accident ? No ; I do not see that I could.
861. Then you think this was a pure and unpreventible accident ? Yes, I do ; I do not think anyone 
could have anticipated it.
8C2. Mr. Davies.] At what time did your shift go on that day? At 12 o’clock. Mr. Wilton, Mr. 
How an, and Mr. Campbell were there, I think Mr. Mackenzie was away that day.
863. Mr. Swinburn.] Were they there at the change of each shift? Yes.
864. Did you consult with them at any time, or with those that were leading you ? Oh, yes. We gene
rally consulted with them as to how the work was best to be done.
865. Did you take upon yourselves the w'hole of the responsibility ? Yes; we took the responsibility,
with Campbell for a guide. J
866. Mr. Davies.] Who did you recognize that you were under at the time of the accident ? I considered 
that we were under Mr. Campbell at the time of the accident.
867. Mr. Gurley.] Who had charge of your shift ? Mr. Kirkwood,
868. Did you ever hear Kirkwood mention anything about the plau of the mine ? No.
8G9. Or discussing the plan with the manager or inspectors ? No, not in my shift.
870. President.] Did 1 understand you to say that Campbell engaged you to work at these opera
tions ? No, he did not engage us ; but wc were working under him,
871. Would he not select the leaders if he were your boss? Of course he would.
872. Do you know whether the men agreed to give their services for a week for nothing ? No. I know
that I did not. I believe I heard so. 873i
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873. The owners did not accept of your generosity—they paid you? Yes. ^r*
874. Mr. Jones.] Have you any knowledge of any pillars being taken out at any place other than the left- orwo<>^* 
hand side? Ho.
875. Mr. Curley.] Where was the locality of the fire you have referred to ? It was to the left of the 4 ay> 
boiler.
87G. How far from the boiler ? About 5 or 6 yards.
877. Mr. Usher.] Did you ever observe that any of the pillars were less than 1 chain in width ? No,
I never did.
878. You never saw any half a chain thick ? No.

WEDNESDAY, 5 MAY, 1886.
$ recent:—

The PRESIDENT, 
Mr. USHER,
Mr. THOMAS,
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Mr. CURLEY, 
Mr. DAVIES,
Mr. JONES.

Thomas Rodham sworn and examined :—
Mr.

879. President.] What are you? I am a miner, and have been employed in the Lithgow Valley t. Rodham.
Colliery for four years. ^—   
880. Have you worked as a miner in any other collieries? No. May, 5 188G.
881. At what bords have you worked in the Lithgow Valley mine ? I have worked in the rise heading 
(Tyndall's) ; at Sam’s heading (represented on the plan as the return air-course) ; I have also worked iu 
the eross-eut whore they arc going to start now.
882. Where were you working before the accident ? Within a chain of the main heading where the skips 
come up.
883. Contiguous io the tunnel face? Yes.
884. What was tho last day you worked in the mine ? On the Saturday, and left off at 1 o’clock.
885. Did you observe anything strange in tlic ventilation ? Not in the least.
886. Did you notice anything in passing the boiler ? No.
887. Nothing nnusual ? No; i noticed nothing different from any other day.
SSS. ]n passing to yonr work in the situation you have described, did you ever notice any smoke over the 
boiler on Monday mornings early ? There was always a little in the morning when the fire was damped 
out, but we never took any notice of it.
889. Have you ever known that smoke to he carried round the workings ? No, it never came round to us.
890. Did you take any part in rescuing Doig and kis companions ? Yes ; I went up the rise heading
that is next to the second cross-cut.
891. How did you get into the rise heading ? Wc broke a stopping in the main tunnel.
892. Was Mr. Turnbull on tho scene before you went down ? No.
893. Who went with you ? Charles Norwood, Mr. Campbell, and Langford.
891, What did you do when you broke tins stopping? AVhen we came to the air-course we turned to the 
left, and then to the right, until we came to Lewis’s heading, and then on to Tyndall’s heading. AYhen we 
got there the air was fairly clear, and was travelling out round from tho main drive.
895. AVere you one of the parties who found Doig ? No.
896. Did yon take any oilier part in this investigation ? No, not until wc started to put the fire out.
897. AVere you one of those who volunteered to make the attempt ? Yes. AVhen it was determined to close 
up the mine wo held a meeting opposite to the pit. AVo came to tho opinion that we could put out the 
fire, aud we went to the office and told the owners that we would work for nothing for a week in trying to 
put it out. They said they could not give us leave unless they obtained permission from the inspectors.
They then interviewed the inspectors on the subject, and permission being obtained from them to open the 
mine the men formed shifts and appointed leaders.
898. Did you apprehend any danger in connection with this work ? Not in the least,
899. But supposing any danger to exist, did you agree to take tke risk of it ? Yes, or wc would not have 
volunteered to work for nothing.
900. AVhat bargain did you make with the proprietors when you volunteered to do the work ? That is all 
the bargain we made.
901. In the course of your operations, did you obtain from tho proprietors everything you wanted in the 
shape of materials ? Yes, everything.
002. AVell, when you got down to the seat of the fire, did you observe that anything unusual had taken 
place at tke main tunnel? Nothing but the falls at the top.
903. AVas not that unusual ? Oh, yes.
904. AVas it a large fall? Yes, it blocked up the tunnel, and the ventilation seemed to he stopped.
905. Did you ever direct your attention to the underground boiler ? Yes, aud have passed and ropassed 
it hundreds of times. I believe there was oue fire in its vicinity some time ago.
906. Did you see it? No, but 1 heard of the men putting it out.
907. Do you know if it was of a serious nature ? No.
908. Did it ever occur to you that this boiler was a source of danger ? No; I never thought it was 
dangerous.
909. Did you see any fire at tho fall of coal ? The coal was not burning in my shaft.
910. Do you know whether it was burning ? I cannot say.
911. Did you in passing that boiler ever look up towards the left-hand ? No; I saw fire to the right of 
the boiler when 1 was working there lately, and 1 have seen fire on the left and parallel with the main 
tunnel when going up that way.
912. Coming to tho main tunnel, and for days before the accident took place, did you see any fire on the 
side of the main tunnel ? No.
913. Did you hear of any fire being discovered in the main tunnel? No.
914. Did yon form one of the shift that was on when the accident occurred ? No: I was not on that 
shift.

915.
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Mr. 915, When you were working down at the face of the tunnel, did you hear any sounds as of falls ? No. 
T. Rodham, gyg During the progress of your operations, did your inspectors aud owners visit you? Tes; the in

spectors used to visit us regularly.
a^' 917. Did they remain any length of time ? They would remain in ten minutes or a quarter of an hour,

perhaps.
918. AVhat did they do ? Well, I suppose they were looking after our safety.
919. Did they seem anxious for your safely ? Ves; the owners were in every night when we were 
working at the fire,
920. Did they seem anxious so promote your endeavours ? Tcs; they did everything they could, and 
told us not to run into any kind of danger.
921. Was Mr. Campbell, the manager, also present, and if so, what part did he take ? He went in with 
us, and worked along with us many a time.
922. Well, as to the supplying of materials, and the attendance of the inspectors, ownei's, and manager, 
was everything done that could he done to assist you in carrying out the work, and to secure as far as 
possible the safety of the men ? Tes, undoubtedly.
923. Have you had any experience of poisonous gas ? No ; 1 have been twenty-five years iu mines, hut
never had any experience of that kind. *
924. Were you thoroughly satisfied with the ventilation of this mine, and with the character of the 
stopping ? Tes.
925. And you did not think this mine a dangerous one to work in? No; 1 thought it one of the safest 
mines I ever worked in.
926. During these operations for extinguishing the fire, did you over hear any sound of a fall in the roof ? 
There was a bit of a fall straight ahead of us.
927. But not in the old workings ? No.
928. Have you ever heard whether a large portion of pillars towards the left of your operations had been 
removed ? Not to my knowledge.
929. But they might have been removed without your knowledge ? Tes, they might have been removed, 
but 1 tliink not during the time that I was working there.

Archibald Durie sworn and examined:—
Mr. A. Durie. 930. President.'] What is your occupation, Mr. Durie ? I am a miner.

s 931. How long have you been following that occupation? About seventeen years; I have been coal- 
6 May, 1886. mining ten years.

932. Where have you been working as a coal-miner ? In Newcastle, and in the Lithgow Yalley District.
933. Are you a native of the Colony ? No; I am a native of Scotland, and was horn in Stirlingshire.
934. What part of Newcastle were you working in ? In Minmi, Woodford, and Greta.
935. In the course of your occupation as a coal-miner, have you ever had experience of fire-damp ? No.
936. Or choke-damp ? AVell, uo, not till the late accident.
937. Did you see any fire-damp at Minmi ? No, not while I waa working there, I did see it once when 
I was on a visit there—my uncle showed it to me. He had a safety-lamp with him, and it filled with fire.
938. What appearance did it present ? It showed a red flame.
939. How long have you worked in this distriet ? About three years and ten months.
940. In what mines have you worked here ? Only in tho Lithgow Valley Colliery.
941. Have you ever been down any of tbe adjoining mines ? No.
942. Then your experience of the Lithgow District is confined to the workings in the Lithgow Yalley 
Colliery? Tes.
943. AVere you employed as a coal-getter in that mine? Yes, for the last three years.
944. In what portion of the mine did you last work ? Down in tho lower workings.
945. Did you draw a cavil over all the districts in the mine, or only a certain section of it ? We cavilled 
over the whole mine.
946. Have you been working all over the mine ? Yes, with tho exception of these two cross-cuts.
947. Then you have never been working in No. .1 or No. 2 cross-cut? No.
948. But in all the others ? Yes; I worked in every other heading in the pit excepting those.
949. What width were you instructed to drive the working bords ? From 7 to 8 yards.
950. And leave what thickness of pillars ? I believe they are supposed to be a chain.
951. Have you ever known the pillars to be of a lesser" width than that? No; I cannot say so in any 
bords that I have been working.
952. Then you have never soon pillars of a less width ? No.
958. Have you ever seen evidence of crushing in any of these pillars ? No.
954. Have you ever seen choke-damp in the working places of Lithgow Yalley Colliery ? Never had 
enough to put tho light out; I have seen the air very thick at times down in the dip workings, about 100 
or 150 yards off the main road.
955. AVhat were the stoppings composed of ? Of slack.
956. AVere they carefully putin? That I cannot say—I never put in any of the stoppings.
957. Did it ever occur to you that they were carelessly put in? 3 think some of them were not very 
strong. They required trimming up now and tlien at the top.
958. Did you ever complain of these stoppings to the manager ? No; I did not think it necessary.
959. Did you ever notice the Government Inspector paying official visits to the mine ? Tes; J have seen 
him several times where I was working.
960. Then this impression as to the ventilation was not strong enough to induce yon to complain to the 
manager or the inspector ? No ; I did not consider the ventilation was bad enough for that.
961. Have you ever had occasion to complain of the ventilation in any of the places in which you were 
working in this colliery ? No. Sometimes the air would be a little dull and thick, but if any mention 
were made of it additional ventilation would immediately be put on. If any complaint were made to the 
manager the subject-matter of it would he at once attended to.
fLGO TT‘ 1 aL:______ * . _ ____ ii __________._i _ -rr_ t th962. Did you think this mine a well-managed mine? Tes, I did.
963. Did yon think it was in any way a dangerous mine to work in? 
was the safest mine I had ever worked in.

No; on the contrary, I thought it

964.
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964. Had you ever seen smoke in that portion of the mine you were working in, to the extreme right i Durie. 
No, never.
965. "When did you last work in the mine? About four or five days before the accident; I was off ^ ^e'T> 1®86. 
through sickness on the day of the accident.
966. Then you were not working on the day of the accident ? I was not working on the Friday or
Saturday. The accident happened on Sunday. ‘
967. In going to and from your work, did you pass the position of the underground boiler? Tes.
968. Had you the curiosity to inspect it ? No.
969. Have you never been in there ? No; I was at tho colliery when it was being built, but I did not 
inspect it,
970. Do you know whether the bottom coal was lifted when the boiler was being built? I do not think 
it ivas.
971. Havo you ever been round the sides of this boiler since it was built? I was about half-way round 
by the side of it. There was a canvas door which tlic men had to go through to clean the flue at the 
back. 1 remarked that it was too hot for me, and wont out; that was not long after it was built.
9/2, Do yon know as a fact whether the top coal was taken down ? I know as a fact that it was not,
9/3. Did you ever go into the flues when the boiler was being built? No.
974. Do you know whether the tops were taken down there ? No.
97o. Hoing down the main tunnel and looking towards the boiler, could you see the fire? Oh. yes.
976. I believe there was a brick wall built in the line of the tunnel—is that so ? Tes.
977. And there was a doorway there? Tes.
978. Was there a wooden door hung there ? Tes.
979. Was it kept open or shut ? It was mostly kept open.
980. Ton are quite sure about there being a door ? Tes.

^VraS that;<loor three or four days before the accident ? I cannot speak with certainty as to 
that. 1 was there when it was put up shortly after the boiler was built, but I have not seen it closed for 
a long tune.
982 Was the canvas door that you have referred to air-tight.? It was like a little trap-door that a man 
could crawl tlirough.
983. Have you heard of a fire or fires having occurred at this boiler previously ? I never heard of any
thing of tnc soi’t until tlie first accident, and then T smv it in the papers. "
984. But have you never heard any of the men make a remark about a fire having occurred at that boiler
there"6 t"1R acc,^0l1<:? Wcll! ' 1 1>clievc T liear tl 1111111 say that ho got scalded in putting out a fire

985. Did you ever suspoct any danger was likely to arise in connection with this boiler? No, I did not.
, EDderstood you to have said that you never assisted in constructing the stoppings in this mine ? 

o, 1 did not. no ..
987 Did you consider that these stoppings answered the purpose of stoppings in directing the ventilation ? 
oqq ivT.taT ?ny °Plm(m g?es, I considered that they should have been constructed of brick. 
oqo tj ^ rc i .vou seen krick stoppings ? At Minmi; in fact, I never saw any others until I came here, 
iiispecto ave ncver complained of the ventilation or of the stoppings to the manager or to the

ventikted’ ^ ^ COmider thc ventiJfttion of t]™ mine sufficient? Tes; as a general tiling, it was well

991. Then if the ventilation was sufficient, is thc lesson to bo drawn from that that the stoppings 
answered or did not answer their purpose ? They answered their purpose certainly.
• H T". m?lti;er ^act> Iken, the ventilation being sufficient, you did not see any cause for complaint— 
is that the correct way to put it ? Tes. 1
993. How far back from the last stopping was your working place ? That I cannot say ; it would take 
ooi to wo . trough whore I was working, and then the air would lie better.
J44. [kurther questions on the subject wore answered by the witness, and dictated time hv thc Chair. 
rT’J A" WI1? B:l0"rn 011 a sketch that the witness was working in a bord that in a few days would have 
holed through m another working place, which would have conducted the air through his road and 
rectified the ventilation.] °
995. President.] When did you become aware of the accident of the 14th February? On the Monday 
morning ; a little boy came to my place and told me there was something wrong in the pit.
QQf- tv a ■Y°U t , a,1‘V P111’*'.111 carrying down the air under the direction of Mr. Turnbull? No.
99/ Uid you take no part in connection with the operations connected with tho first accident ? No ■ I 

the operations until the brickwork was taken out. I was working at the furnace, 
damp °r iCd a Sluft 011 t le Sfttl,r‘k\v Eight. Very little progress was made on account of the smoke and

998. Did you continue working until you got to thc proximity of Tyndall’s heading ? Tes; we kept on 
working until wo camo to within about a chain of it /then we could see tho fire right in front of us in
» 1 forS<!t ivtaai-1,"‘ 1“ '™ * S“d

Was it not determined to abandon tho mine ? No, not at that time 
1000 Do you remember what stopped your progress at that point ? I am trying to recollect. I do not
Sm aCL^ess ^ ™ ^ ^ PUt ^ 8team 011 °r ^ 1,1 ^ °Pimon the application of

1001. "Well Mr. Dune, for sonic reason it was determined to close up thc mine, and the men did not 
procecdmg, the result behm that a meeting was held at the mouth of the pit—is that

owners • wo saw Mr 0Uti' SGVOnteen o£ us wcllt a8 11 deputation to thedHt for rntb Li/l,?! Vi1?1/ B v1-'’ “d .I1told kim that we could put out the fire, and that we would
1/vt knd us the materials to work with.

R + y°U C0,l8jdGr t5mt; Jr°u ,riU1 any danger in carrying out these operations ? No, not in the least
the resTOMibllltv P1ST 1C1‘e MaUd daTi t0,he ;tPPre,ieude(1- WGrc you prepared to take 
i ™ J0^0 8 b 1 ty ^ would depend upon how much the danger was

w ny011 "V6re thoJu^® of il ? 7 far as see, I did not see any danger.
10° ' .Jf}!’ saPP!Lslllg that danger did exist, and you could not anticipate it, did you undertake the 
responsibility ? Tes, we undertook the responsibility; I did for one. 7 iJog
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Mr. A. Durie, 1006. Jn the prosecution of your endeavours to put out the fire, how did you arrange the shifts ? There 
were eight mea ou each shift of six hours, with a leader on each shift.

5 May, 1S86. ^qo7_ y0y mention the names of the leaders? Gilbert Kirkwood was the leader of our shift; John 
Gibson, senior, was leader of the shift that relieved us; then there was John Davies and either John Gell 
or Joseph Williams.
1008. Then thc shifts were arranged by yourselves? Tes, they were arranged by ourselves; they all 
worked harmoniously together, and with a common object
1009. After thinking this matter over, Mr. Durie, can you suggest anything which might have been done
during this time to avert thc disaster ? No, 1 cannot. _ , .
1010. Did the owners provide you with all necessary material to aid you in your attempt to extinguish the
fire ? Oh, yes, we got everything we wanted. Mr. Wilton was advised that steam was the best agent to 
put out the fire, aud they put steam on, hut it did not answer, that is, it had not tho effect that was 
expected, and we afterwards tried water. _
1011. Do you attach blame to any one ? No; we had everything wo required to make tho attempt.
1012. Well, you got down in the course of time, and recovered the ground yon had lost? Tes; we
reached the scat of the fire; wc reached Tyndall’s heading. _ _ .
1013. Could you see whether the stopping was tight? No; thc previous shift reached it first, and tho
fire had reached up to it. _ _ . . . , . . 0 v
1014. Did you, on going down to the boiler, notice anything opposite to it m the main tuunel. les; 
there was a heavy fall there which obstructed the tunnel; it reached close up to the roof,
lOlo. Did you observe any smoke and air going over the fall ? No.
1016. Do you know when this fall took place ? No. .
1017. Was it there when you arrived at thc scat of the fire ? Tcs ; and we heard several small falls in
the main heading from time to time. _ , .
1018. When you got down to the seat of the fire, what course did thc return air take . It wont round 
by Tyndall’s heading, where we took down the stopping; a portion returned by the boiler, Ihe same day 
that "the stopping at Tyndall's heading was taken down I knocked out some brickwork ou the boiler side, 
aud found the smoke coming out thick. We saw the fire right over thc boiler in the return—in the flues; 
it was burning briskly ; there was fire to tlic Icit-hand aide; it waa all over the toji of the boil6X‘3 find 
covered thc udiole space of the bord that had beeu cut out for the boiler. The fire seemed to he burning
on the top-coal.
1019. Did you direct your attention to the left-hand side ot thc tunnel, a few yards up from the boiler i1 
Tes ; we were filling from the large fall in thc tunnel and from the side of the boiler at the same time, 
and half a chain hack from thc boil or. and furtber up the tunnel, a fire was observed through a little hole 
in the stopping.
1020. Do you think that this fire you mention had eaten its way up through the pillar that had been split
opposite the boiler r When they cleared the stuff from the left-hand side of the boiler they opened a 
stopping and could see the fire distinctly burning up towards the mouth of the tunnel. _
1021. AVhat progress had you made when this fall took place on thc day of the accident? Wc had got 
down rather more than a chain, back from the boiler. A fire was found here by another shift the night 
before thc accident; the whole of thc bord was one mass of flame; we opened it up and cut through 
thc top-coal which was burning, hut we could not play the hose on it as it was eating towards us ; they 
therefore cut through the tops in order to gel the hose to operate, and they could then see fire for about 
a chain in any direction they liked to look. AVe extinguished the fire where we discovered it last, and then 
put it out in the one next to that, and we then played the hose over tho boiler ; but we had to clear away 
the stuff in the straight-down. An air-tight canvas stopping was placed in the cut through where the last- 
mentioned fire was smothered, and also in the cut-through a half a chain below that, where they had dis
covered thc fire a few days previously ; attention waa then directed to the removal of tho fall iu the centre 
heacp'uff with the object of taking the ventilation current away from the fire. Tlic next proceeding was 
just a few it1 nutes before the accident; the men were about three-quarters of a chain from thc boiler, 
preparing to erect thc canvas in front of it to take the air oS that side altogether ; oue man was at the 
hose, others were at the brattice, and there were four of us at thc pump; Kirkwood, the leader, being 
seated alongside of the pumps ; he had just risen with the object of going out of the mine when 
there w&s n, Loud, report, and all our lights ’were blown out; the report sounded like that "which 'would bo 
produced by a heavy fall, aud il seemed to me at the time to como from about tbe middle of the tunnel, 
behind ns fbut we found out afterwards that it was not so, for in that case of course wre could not have
got out. ,
1022. AVell, after that, what happened ? Kirkwood sang out, “ Come on, boys, there is something wrong, 
and we all ran, and had got about 25 yards when there was a second report—a very loud oue, like a cannon
going off. „ ,
1023. Did yon think it wras in the same direction as the other ? Ares, it seemed to come irom the same
direction. AVhen I first heard it there was a strong pressure of air coming in, and when the second report 
sounded it seemed to he very close ; a powerful rush of wind followed, and I expected to be blown off 
my legs; that lasted about two or three seconds ; I then ran again, and when I liad got about 25 yards 
further tho air became very thick and I could scarcely breathe, aud 11 wras then I saug out for them to 
run. We kept on, and some one sang out to get into the skips ; several of them got in, and some one 
pulled the rapper-wire, which I heard fly back. 1 afterwards got out of the skips and pulled the rapper, 
but it did not work, aud then one of the Mantles sang out, “ Come on, boys, let us try and save ourselves. 
AVe then proceeded to go out—AVilliam Mantle was first, Tom Mantle second, I was third, and Kirkwood 
was fourth. I knew the positions of the men from their voices ; I did not hear the voices of any of tlic 
other men. Kirkwood ran against me, and 1 heard his matches rattling; and AVilliam Mantle said, “ Do 
not strike a light whatever you do.” _
1024. Did you think there was fire-damp in the mine ? No, I never thought it was fire-damp.
1025. Did you tliink anything at the time as to the cause of this phenomenon ? Tes ; I thought il, 
was a heavy fall right across the main tunnel, and that it would block us in. Mantle seemed to be of the 
same miinlT by what he said afterwards. "We had got about 20 or 30 yards from the skips nhexi 1 fell 
over Tom Mantle. I said, “Are you all right ? ” and he replied, “ Yee,^ and I never heard him speak after 
that. AYc then saw fire, and I said to Bill Mantle, “ Wc are done for,'* and he replied, Acs, l am afraid 
we are eooked.!? I thought it waa the tail-end of thc fall. AVhen I came up to tho fire I made a rush° j-tt.
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to get through it, as there appeared to he a streak of hettor air beyond. After that, we got down low, Mr. A, Dorie. 
and crawled along; I believe it was assuming that position that saved our lives; I think the other men s**~*~*-\ 
must have kept on their legs too long. 5 May, 1886.
102G. Mr. Davies.] Then you found relief when you got down near the ground ? Tes; I found I could 
breathe better. When ]. had gone a little further I felt someone coming up behind me, and it turned out 
to be .lack Duncan. I asked him if any of thc other men were following, and he replied that he did not 
know. 1 crawled out then, and met Campbell and G-eorge Howe coining in.
1.027. President.] Then did William Mantle get out before you ? Yes.
1028. Do you say that you met Campbell and G-eorge Bowe ? Tes ; at least I thought those were the 
men I met, but I have been informed that I was wrong.
1029. You say that in going up the tunnel Mantle called your attention to some fire. When you got up 
to that fire, what did you find it to he—was it coal burning ? Yes, red coal, like what would be taken 
out of a fire-place. Tho fire was about 8 or 4 inches in depth.
1030. Can you say what position in the tunnel it was in ? I reckon it was about 250 yards from the 
boiler.
1031. About 10 chains ? Well, I am only guessing. It seemed to be at the particular spot where the 
tops had been cut up to the rock.
1032. You have told us that your first impression was that it was a heavy fall in the centre of the 
tunnel? Yes.
1033. And you discovered that that was not the case ? Yes.
1034. Have you since formed any opinion ns to the cause of this catastrophe? Yes; I believe it was an 
explosion.
1035. Of what? Of gas of some kind ; I cannot say what.
1036. Could it not have taken place from a fall ? Yes ; I have seen heavier falls than that,
1037. Would it be reasonable for any other person to have an opinion that the accident was the result of
a fall ? Oh, yes. '
1038. Can you give us your reasons for thinking it was not a fall ? I could not see where a fall could 
take place back there aud bring the fresh air in from tlie mouth of tile tunnel.
1039. But it appears that a force was applied to the ventilating current at some point between you and the
daylight- Would not that accelerate the ventilating current? I suppose it would. -
1040. Did you observe that tho stoppings were blown down as you came up the tunnel ? Ho ; I did not.
1041. But you have heard since that they were blown out? Yes; I know since that several stoppings 
were blown out on the left-hand side.
1042. With the knowledge before you that these stoppings were blown out, do you not see a reason for 
the retuni of the air after thc first rush ? The only reason 1 can see is that when the fresh air struck up 
against this fall it rebounded on to us. It seemed to me that the air went about half a chain out of the 
tunnel before it started to come back again, and took its regular course.
1043. Then the fresh air was going in the tunnel in its regular way, but a considerable portion went into 
these stoppings ? Yes.
1044. The effect of that would he to draw the smoke and damp up to the point where the air was gaining 
access ? One portion was driving the noxious gas down on to us.
1045. If the stoppings had not been knocked out, would the effect have been different—that is, could the 
men have got out? Yes, I am quite sure of that. If the stoppings had not been blown out, and made a 
passage for the foul air, wc should have had no trouble.
1046. In other words, Mr. Durie, the carbonic acid gas was pouring out of the stoppings, and the air 
current was driving it in front ? Yes.
1047. And you were meeting this current which waa charged with and poisoned by the noxious gas? Yes.
1048. In your opinion, could this accident have been foreseen ? Ho ; I do not think it could have been 
foreseen .
1049. Did you ever anticipate any danger ? Hot in thc slightest. The only danger I anticipated was 
from the roof, which we could not sec for the smoke.
1050. During the progress of the operations for extinguishing the fire, did the owners show reasonable 
concern for your safety ? Yes, they did so; they could not have been more anxious and careful.
1051. And can you say tho same for the inspectors? Yes; X have heard Mr. Mackenzie warning us 
several times, but Mr. Rowan was there more often than Mr. Mackenzie, and he (Rowan) was continually 
warning us. Mr. Wilton was frequently in the mine.
1052. Did the inspectors seem to understand the serious import of their duty ? Well, that I cannot say 
—I do not know what their qualifications are.
1053. Still you say that they frequently warned the men against running into danger, and that of course 
would be a part of their duty ? Yes.
1054. Do you think that this accident, from whatever cause it arose, could have been foreseen and 
prevented ? Ho, I do not think it could.
1055. And you do not think the inspectors could possibly have anticipated the catastrophe? Ho; I do 
not see how they could.
.1056. Do you think everything was done that should have been done for the safety of the men ? Yes ; 
both the inspectors and the proprietors were particularly careful. ’
1057. Have you any complaint to make against any one m reference to this catastrophe? Hone whatever.
1058. Mr. Neilson.] In creeping out of tho mine on the occasion of the accident, was the air hot above
and cool below ? It seemed to be about thc same, verv hot above and below ; I thought my inside was 
burned out. “ > b a
1059. Mr. Gurley.] When it was resolved to grapple with thc fire, was the plan of thc mine produced 
previously—I mean amongst tlie men and thc inspectors and the proprietors—with a view of discussing 
the system of ventilation, the nature of the returns, &c. ? Ho, I never saw the plan until Mr. Fletcher 
showed it to me when he came up after the accident.
1060. Mr. Usher.] T.ou have made a statement with respect to seeing fire at different places inthe tunnel— 
how long do you think it would take for the fire to get such a hold ns that ? I can scarcely answer that 
question.. We know it would fake some weeks at all events, and we know for a fact that it had been 
burning six weeks. When we opened these two stoppings half a chain and a chain back from tbe boiler 
the fire was travelling at a great rate : it was like looking into a coke oven or a blast furnace. Thc first 
fire, when we got down to it, would not more than cover this table.

576-H 1061.
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Mr. A. Durie. 1061. Mr. Jones.'] 'When coming out of the tunnel, did you notice how far these red coals extended up 
tho tunnel—I mean the live coals that you noticed on your passage out, and which you say were about 

6May, 1886. g or 4, jn depth? They extended for about 10 yards, I think; they were scattered all along
the road.
1062. Mr. Swinburn.] Did you ever travel from the left-hand furnace in tho return towards the boiler? 
hfo.
1063. Do you know anything about the return at all ? No.
1064. Are you aware whether any pillars were taken out on the left-hand side of thc tunnel ? N ot that 
I am aware of.
1065. Can you give any reason why such a big fall should take place if there wero no pillars taken out ? 
No, I cannot; when I said it was a fall in the early part of my evidence I explained that it was only the 
impression made upon me at thc instant; I have since thought it was an explosion.
1066. Where did yon think the explosive gas came from ? I thought it was gas generated by the burning 
fire.
1067. President.] Supposing you were assured that a large area of pillars had been removed in the 
position where you heard these falls, would it cause you to alter your opinion ? Tes, it would, hut not 
otherwise.

58 ROYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIKJHUS—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

Wm. Tait sworn and examined:—
Mr. W. Tait. 

5May/1886

1068. President] What is yonr occupation? I am a wheeler; I have been twelve years in the Lithgow 
Valley Colliery ; I have been four years a wheeler ; before that I was a miner.
1069. Have you ever worked in any other collieries ? Tes; I have worked as a miner in the Eskbank, 
Vale of Clwydd, and Bowenfels.
1070. Generally, is the mode of working coal in Lithgow Valley Colliery different from that adopted in 
the adjoining collieries? No; I do not think there is any difference.
1071. Is there any difference in the stoppings used in this mine from those used in the adjoining collieries ? 
No, I think not; I have helped to put the stoppings in; they were carefully put in, and could not have 
been better constructed.
1.072. Did you find the ventilation good in the workings where you were engaged ? Tcs. I had no fault 
to find, and I never heard any of the other men making any complaint.
1073. Have you seen this underground boiler ? Tes.
1074. Have you examined it ? I havo been in the back part of it; I did not see anything particular; I 
did not notice whether the tops were down; I was in the right-band return, but not the left.
1075. Did you ever hear of a fire having taken place at that boiler before? Tcs; I have heard of a fire 
being there, and that it was pint out.
1076. Did you ever hear whether the bottoms were taken out? No.
1077. When were yon apprised of the first accident? On Monday morning, at twenty minutes to 6 o’clock; 
I was in the stable when one of the men came to me and said I had better not take the horses in as the 
place was full of smolce. I said to my mate. “ We had better go in and see what is the matter.” On going 
to the pit I went in to a distance of about 300 yards from the mouth of the tunnel, passed the second 
cross-cut, the air there being quite clear. We found some difficulty when we attempted to get down 
beyond the smoke; we heard that the late manager and Tounger and Rowe were in the direction of the 
second cross-cut; meantime Martin come out and said John Doig was found. At the request of Mr. 
Turnbull, I then agreed to lead a party to go round the old workings, to seek for the other men; I took 
six men, and sent a party of seven with a man named Sheedy; 1 went up No. 2 cross-cut to the last 
stopping, and within 20 yards of the face; I went straight down, the return, and when down 200 yards 
the other party came np, and as our lights met they shone upon the bodies of Tounger and Rowe.
1078. Was Hall with your party ? No ; I do not believe he was there at all.
1079. Were you employed in any other way in the mine? I was engaged in trying to put the fire out.
1080. Individually, did yon consider there was any risk attached to that work—was there not danger to 
be apprehended ? I could see no risk.
1081. But whatever risk there was. or might be, did you agree to accept that risk? As an individual X
did not suppose there was any risk ; if it did exist it was unknown to me. I was not prepared to take 
any risk, because I could not see any danger. .
1082. Do you mean you could see no danger whatever? Well, I could see a little danger, but I would 
not go into it. Bor instance, I saw a certain amount of danger in the rock overhead, but I tapped it with 
my bar, and if necessary it was taken down.
1083. Did you see the fall that extended up tho main heading ? Tes, the heaviest portion of it was right 
opposite the boiler.
1084. Would you think that fall blocked up the tunnel? In my opinion it did; the smoke was not going 
over the top of it.
1085. Did you direct your efforts towards the boiler ? Tes.
1086. What did you see there ? Coal and rock had fallen there.
1087. Was there any fire? Tes; we pint it out, and sent the stuff away in the skips,
1088. Did you observe any fire in the direction of the old workings ? Tes, both straight down and to my 
left,
1089. How far to the left did it extend ? About a chain I consider.
1090. After that, and going back into thc tunnel, did you see or hear of any fire to the left of the tunnel ? 
Tes, we went back about a chain and opened a stopping, and there was fire in there as far as the eye could 
reach. I did not hear of any stoppings being opened further back.
1091. Had you any reason to complain of the amount of ventilation supplied to you while you were at 
work? No ; it was a little warm, of course, down at the fire, but that we anticipated naturally ; the air 
was perfectly good outside the brattice.
1092. Did you think any danger was likely to arise? No.
1093. Did you hear any falls occurring at this time to the left of the tunnel? I heard falls both straight 
down and to the left of the tunnel.
1094. Can you localize the position of this fire you saw burning; was it on the top of this large fall, or
did it extend further? It was extending upward; it was straight over the fall; 1 consider the top-coal 
was burning and falling down. 1095.
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1095. Have you known a fall similar io that in your experience? I have known a great fall of tops in Mr.W.Teat,
tho Eskbank pit. --v
1096. Did you see tho bodies of tho men who wore taken out of the pit after thc accident, and if so, what 5 May 1886. 
appearance did they present ? I saw' no signs of burning except upon Allison. _
1097. Might not the marks upon Allison have been caused by other means—might they not have been 
bruises ? Mell, I may have been mistaken. Yes, they might have been bruises. I did not notice that 
the hair was scorched, 1 knew Hyde: his body showed no signs of bruises; the face looked just the same 
as if he had been asleep. 1 believe all of them liad some marks on them except Hyde; Tom Mantle had 
one on his right temple.
J 098, "Well, did you go into the tunnel to recover the bodies ? Yes; X saw Henry Grrant at the mouth of 
the tunnel; he said he thought it was an explosion.
1099. Did he say what happened to him ? No, he did not: we stayed there till the skips started, and five 
skips came out.
1100. What did you do then ? Wo went into thc tunnel; the air was very thick; we got down to within 
50 yards of where the bodies were found. The first man we came to was William Mantle, a living man; 
he was struggl ing along the road, and we fetched him out. I then ran in and put a stopping upon the left- 
hand side, thinking that would he the best means of driving tbe air down to the men, and I helped to put 
up four more; -while I was putting up the stoppings the other men passed me; I heard someone say,
“ Here they are! ” The air by this time had very much improved.
1101. Mr. Gurley.'] Who was the manager of yonr shift? John Gibson was supposed to ho loader, but be 
was bad and could not attend, and I believe Itodham was acting in his place.
1102. Previous to vour commencing operations to grapple with the fire, did you know anything of the plan
of thc mine ? No*; I never saw it. _
1103. "Was the mode of operations ever discussed between the management or the inspectors and your
selves ? Not that I am aware of.
1104. President.'] Do you know the geography of the mine ? I believe I know the mine pretty well.
1105. You are not a surveyor ? No.
1106. But you have an accurate knowledge of the geography of the mine? Yes, from one end of it to 
the other, where I have worked—on the right-hand side.
1107. Mr. Jones.] You have worked in various bords ? Yes.
1108. Do you know of any pillars kaving been taken out in any direction ? I have no knowledge of any 
removal of pillars; I believe they were split down behind tho boiler.
1109. Have they been taken out or split in any other part of the mine? I do not believe any were taken 
out to tho right-hand side.
1110. President.] Could they have been taken out without your knowing it ? Oh,'yes; that is quite possible.
1111. Or before you entered the employment? Well 1 would not say that, because the tunnel was not 
50 yards in when I commenced.
1112. Do you know of any pillaring having taken place towards Eskbank? No; I believe, though, there 
were some pillars split to thc left of the boiler.
1113. Would that weaken the pillars ? Yes.
1114. Mr. Gurley.] Do you know whether both furnaces were kept going during these operations ? Yes,
I believe they wore both kept going; in fact I may say that I know they were. .
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John Dixon sworn and examined:—
1115. President.] You are an Inspector of Collieries. Sir. Dixon? Yes; 1 am Inspector of Collieries Mr. J. Dixon, 
for the Northern District.
1116. 'Would you state, Mr. Dixon, what has been you experience in coal-mining? I have been engaged 5 May, 1886; 
in mining for about thirty-three years. I have had experience of coal-mining in the north of England, in
a place called Haswell: that was a fiery mine. .
1117. Then in this Colony, how long havo you been connected with coal-mining ? Well, I daresay I have 
been engaged in and about tbe mines for about twenty years.
1118. When were you appointed inspector ? In 1882 ; about four years next June.
1119. In the discharge of your duties as inspector, did you ever visit the collieries in this district? Yes.
1120. How often ? Only twice before Mr. Eowan was appointed.
1121. You inspected ofBcially tbe different collieries in this district—will you name thorn? The Bowen
fels, Dithgow Valley, Vale of Clwydd. and Eskbank.
1122. Generally speaking, was the Lithgow Valley Colliery constructed on much the same style as tlie 
adjoining collieries as regards the mode of ventilation and character of the stoppings ? Yes.
1123. And also as regards tho size of the pillars and width of the bords ? Yes.
1124. Then it was in no way singular in comparison with the other collieries of the district? No ; I did 
not remark anything singular about it.
1125. In the matter of ventilation, for example? I had no fault to find in that respect.
1126. How long is it since you last visited the mine ? It must be something over three years.
1127. Are the stoppings that direct the air current similar in construction to those employed over the 
whole district? So far as I can remember, yes ; I think I only went in twice.
1128. Can you tell us the general thickness of tho coal-seam ? The coal-seam worked in Lithgow Valley 
is about 6 feet; of course there is the top-coal; that would be about 3 or 4 feet; on the floor there is a 
foot of wild coal, and then you come on the hard rock.
1129. Above the top-coal, what is there ? Conglomerate.
1130. No bands of shale and sandstone ? No.
1131. While you were inspecting the district, in what part of the Lithgow Valley Colliery were the 
workings centred ? Principally what I would call straight down ; there was only about one split there 
straight down in the main tunnel.
1132. Were any workings started towards Eskkank at that time? T do not know; tke working was 
straight, so far as I can remember; but only having been twice there I could not be expected to get a 
very good grip of things
1133. Do you consider the Lithgow Valley coal-seam to be of an inflammable nature ? No ; 1 never heard 
of it, or came across it.
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Is it a, gassy coal, in the sense of coal-seams, such as you worked in when you were a boy ?

I mean does it give off light carburetted hydrogen or fire-damp ? I should say not.
Have you ever heard that earburetted hydrogen gas had been seen or heard of in connection with 

this mine ? I havo never heard a breath of it.
1137. "Would you be surprised to learn that it has been seen ? I should be very much surprised, accord
ing to the nature of the coal.
1138. When you visited the Lithgow Yalley Colliery, wrere your visits of such a nature that you would be
likely to have seen fire-damp if it existed ? Yes; I have been in every wrorking place and part of the
return, and I think I should have found fire-damp if it had been present.
1139. Have you ever received any complaint about the condition or ventilation of this mine? Hot a 
breath of complaint from any source,
1140. Had you ever any cause to complain about its condition or ventilation ? Never, I found it a very 
nice little mine, and one easily worked, that is without any special difficulties.
1141. Do yon consider it was a dangerous mine to work in ? Not at all.
1142. Did you knowT Mr. Doig, the late manager ? Yes ; I knew Doig for many years.
1143. In your opinion, was he a capable manager for the mine ? Well, he wras a man who had had a
good deal of experience in this district,
1144. Was he a careful manager ? I always found him a careful man.
1145. Was he a man w'ho considered the safety of the men ? 1 believe he had the welfare of the work
men at heart.
1146. So far as you know, did he enjoy the confidence of thc owners ? I think so.
1147. Had you confidence in him ? To manage a mine like that I had.
1148. Do you of your own knowledge know w'hether his requests for material for carrying on the mine 
were readily responded to ? So far as I knowr, he never made any complaint about that.
1149. Was he sole manager of the colliery? That I cannot say; so far as I know7, he alone was
manager.
1150. Then, so far as you know, all power was vested in him? Yes.
1151. "While visiting the colliery, did you ever have occasion to inspect the plans of the mine? No; I 
never saw the plans up here; I never had occasion to ask for them here; I nave seen a tracing,
1152. When did you see the tracing? 1 was in Newcastle then, aud I think I saw7 it in the Colliery 
Beeord Office with Mr. Mackenzie.
1153. Did you ever direct your attention to the scale of the plan? No, I did not; I know it is not on 
the usual scale.
1154. Is that an objection, Mr. Dixon ? I have no objection to it so far as 1 am personally concerned.
1155. Are you aware whether the plans wmre regularly kept up ? I cannot say that.
1156. Would that devolve more upon the Examiner of Coal-fields, Mr. Mackenzie ? No ; as a rule Italic 
the plans round periodically to he kept up, but I cannot say as to this oue.
1157. Had you any reason to suppose that these plans were inaccurate ? No; such a thing never entered 
my head.
1158. Did you ever have reason to suppose that the plans w'ero not kept up to date ? No.
1159. Didyou receive complaints as to the ventilation ? No; I never heard a complaint, and I was among
the men a great deal. .
1160. And, in point of fact, you never did complain to the manager as to the ventilation ? No, 1 never 
did.
1161. Did you find a readiness on the part of the manager to carry out your wishes ? 1 did.
1162. Then as to these stoppings in this colliery, what are they composed of? Of small coal—slack 
stoppings.
1163. Are they the same in other collieries in the district? Yes, they are all about the same.
1164. I suppose there is always a large quantity of small coal left in the process of working ? Yes, a 
large quantity in some cases.
1165. And they utilize a portion of the small coal for making stoppings ? Yes.
1166. Do you consider these small coal stoppings effectual for ventilating this class of mine ? I do not 
consider small coal stoppings effectual anywhere.
1167. Is it possible to ventilate such a colliery with such stoppings ? Yes, it is possible, as proved by 
experience.
1168. What is your reason then for saying that you do not consider them a proper class of stoppings ? 
Aly reason is, that tho further the workings extend the greater would be the pressure on the stoppings, 
and there is a danger of a waste of air. 1 consider that all main-road stoppings should be of brick or 
stone and plaster.
1169. Have you thc power us inspector to dictate to the manager as to the material to be used in the 
construction of these stoppings? No; 3 do not think there is a word in tho Act as to stoppings.
1170. Do you know any country w'here inspectors arc invested with such powers ? I think they arc in 
England.
1171. Are you sure ? I think so; I have the Act at home.
1172. Had the underground boiler been fixed wrhen you visited the Lithgow Yalley Colliery ? I cannot 
remember that boiler; I have puzzled my head over it a good deal. If 1 did see it, it has gone from my 
memory. I do not know where it was fixed.
1173. If you cannot remember having seen tho boiler, of course you will not recollect whether you ever 
inspected it. Did you ever see the flues leading from that boiler ? I have not.
1174. Do you consider it safe for smoke and hot gas to impinge against the coal for such a long distance? 
Not by any means.
1175. Have you any experience of underground boilers ? Yes ; there is one at work in Newcastle. Hut 
it is built up with brick, and there is a ivell of water to drop the ashes into. The soot is carried upon 
flat sheets of iron, and is swept up every day. The flue is carried ou sheets of iron, and the smoke and 
waste go circulating with the return. Nothing can get near the roof or sides.
11/6, Do you consider it safe ? Yes, or 1 should have something to say about it.
1177. Is the return air-way in tho mine you mention regularly travelled? Yes ; there is plenty of room; 
it is the largest in the Glebe, and is very easily travelled.
1178; The brickwork goes from the surface—bow far ? 8 feet on each side. Prom the flues there is 
nothing but the bare coal ll79i
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1179. When you stated that you considered it unsafe for smoke and hot gases to impinge against <h Dixon,
the coal pillars, it must be unsafe in the case you have cited P I understood you to say that the smoke 
came direct out of the chimney out on the coal. 5 May, 1886.
II SO. Do you know anything about this underground boiler in Lithgow Valley Colliery? Nothing but 
what I have heard,
1181. Have you formed any opinion as to whether it is a dangerous boiler. Is it within your knowledge 
that fires have occurred at this boiler? No, not except the recent one.
1182. If the return air-ways conducting tho smoke of the boiler were not regularly cleaned, and the soot 
caught fire, would that be a source of danger ? Undoubtedly it would.
1183. When did you arrive at Lithgow Valley after the accident? On Monday, the 15thFebruary, after
the bodies were got out. .
llSli. Did you assume any responsibility or take any cliargc ? No; Mr. Turnbull had charge when I 
got up.
1185. Can you describe the position of affairs when you arrived? The operations underway were 
that Mr. Turnbull was trying to force his way down to the seat of the fire as soon as possible, by 
means of bratticing; but when he heard that wo were on our way he suspended operations till we should 
arrive to applaud or condemn the action which ho had taken. My own opinion was that the fire was not 
far away, ns I believed it had started on the Saturday night, and, if such was the case, if we could only 
get to the scat of the fire it might be got under. On arrival, however, I learned that somebody had gone 
into tho pit and broached a stopping, and a cry was raised that this man (Davis) was down the tunnel 
and was lost. Mr. Turnbull then sent in a search party ; we followed it for some distance, and while 
we wero waiting for breath these men came out with one lamp between them to the east of the old 
workings. Davis had done this unknown to Mr. Turnbull or anybody else; the consequence of his 
action waa that the smoke backed up the tunnel; aud all the time 1 was there we were not able to get 
as far as Turnbull had put in his brattice. My counsel then was to shut the place off, and it was shut off 
so far as the tunnel was concerned ; after this I left, and I was not there again until after the second 
accident.
1186. Did you see the deceased manager? I did; X was there when he died.
1187. And also Younger and Rowe? I saw Rowe. '
1188. What appearance did tho bodies present ? Well, it is past all power of description to describe 
what Doig was like, lie seemed to bo in awful agony, his body being drawn up, and yet he was 
insensible, as if he was strangling all the time; he was also discoloured in the skin.
1189. What was tho appearance of Rowe’s body? Quite peaceful, as if death had taken place quickly.
1190. AVere there any marks of burning ? No.
1191. Do you think it likely that those men died from the effects of an explosion ? No.
1192. How do you account for their being in the positions found ? I believe, in the first place, that the 
fire occurred at thc boiler on Saturday evening after it liad beeu damped down, and at the time Hall 
and his father came out tho fire had caught hold, inasmuch as one of them turned sick, and had to stoop 
down in order to get out; in the meantime, from Saturday night till Sunday evening, when Doig and 
these men went in the smoke had backed away, and when they went in, finding the place full of smoke,
Doig probably said—“ There is no chance to get along here, let us try some other plan”; and I suspect 
he went into the second cross-cut; he would naturally conclude that he might by this means get down 
to Tyndall’s heading and reach the stopping there. Then, having got a good distance down, and tho lamp 
going out from want of oil, they, in my opinion, must have lost themselves ; meantime, I am under the 
impression that a stopping must have been broached somewhere down there, and the foul air came 
through and enveloped them; then possibly Doig, being the younger of thc three, struggled away some 
distance, malring for fresh air to the second cross-cut, and that meanwhile the stuff was thickening so fast 
that the older men succumbed. Doig, as we know, lived for several hours afterwards.
1193. Then, Mr, Dixon, how do you account for so much smoke backing up the main tunnel? We 
have had evidence that when the operations for putting out the fire had enabled the men to get down to 
the seat of the fire they saw, and partially removed, a very large fall in the middle of the main tunnel.
1194. Do you think the occurrence of thatfall had anything to do with the backing-up of this smoke ? Yes, 
and I believe there was a fall behind thc hoiler interfering with the left-hand return.
1195. In your opinion, was it an error of judgment on tho part of Doig to go off. the main in-take and 
down the return, where, as the pit was full of smoko and choke-damp, you would naturally expect tho 
poisonous gases to be swept round ? Yes; the poor fellow is dead, hut if you want my opinion, I should 
say it was an error of judgment; he should have kept out of the smoko at all events.
1196. In other words, as the greater proportion of smoko and damp would he there, you mean to say 
that liis travelling in that direction pointed to an error of judgment ? Yes, that is my opinion.
1197. Mr. TMvifiy;.] You of course formed that opinion in calm moments—Doig was doubtless full of 
excitement at the time? Of course—I can easily put myself in his place.
1198. President ] AVhen did you arrive at the scene of the second accident, Mr. Dixon ? The day 
after it occurred ; tho accident occurred on the 19th April, a Monday, and T arrived on thc Tuesday.
1199. Did you inspect the bodies of the unfortunate men who were the victims of that accident? I saw 
three of them.
1200. AVhat appearance did they present? Just as if they wero in a nice sound sleep.
1201. You do not think they died in agony ? No; I do not believe they did.
1202. Have you ever seen people succumb to the effects of carbonic acid gas ? I have seen people 
insensible from it, but not die.
] 203. Have you seen the bodies of men killed in nn explosion of fire-damp ? I have seen them very near 
dead from such cause; the appearances are very tei’rible to look upon.
1204. Did tho bodies of three men present any such marks ? No, none of them. ■
1205. What appearance would you expect those killed by an explosion to present ? I should say they 
would bo charred—burnt to a cinder almost.
1206. Mr. DavicH.'] AVhat about the effects of after-damp ? The effects of after-damp would he the same 
as choke-damp.
1207. President.'] Did those bodies present any of the appearances of being scorched by fire-damp ?
No. ‘ '
1208. You have heard a description of thc occurrence that preceded the last unfortunate calamity; to
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Mr. J. Diion. what can you ascribe that blast of air and gas ? I hare thought the matter out for many an hour since 
an^ ^ ^aTe CCime conclusion that it was caused by an immense fall to the north of the main tunnel. 

6 May, 188b. 1209. At what particular point would you say P Somewhere in the vicinity of the fire.
1210. Have you ever heard of a similar occurrence ? 1 have been in falls where I was nearly carried off 
my feet; I may mention one that occurred just before the Lambton miners’ strike, in the Newcastle 
district, when a big current of air came right away from the back.
1211. After a fall, is the current of air readily restored ? Tes, almost immediately.
1212. That is one way of diagnosing a fall ? 1 Yes. I should say so from my experience.
1213. In your experience, and looking at the accident in a perfectly dispassionate manner (I am aware 
that you were not present to direct operations at the moment of the accident), do you think that such a 
disaster could have been avoided under any circumstances ? No, I do not; every man carried his life in 
his hand.
1214. Could it have been foreseen ? No; I should say not, under the circumstances.
1215. Had you confidence in the skill of those who were superintending tbe operations? Yes.
1216. Mr. Thomas] Do you think there is danger of another fall taking place of two or three times the 
magnitude of the last P Undoubtedly there is danger of another fall,
121/. Do you think the barriers that have been erected are sufficient to resist a heavy fall ? I would not 
undertake to decide; I do not know the thickness of the barriers; I think 27-incn barriers backed up 
with small coal behind ought to be sufficient to resist almost anything.
1218. Mr. Swinhurn.'] Are there any pillars between the boundary of Eskbank and Lithgow Yalley 
mines taken out do you know ? I believe an acre of pillars has been taken out there.
1219. Supposing the Lithgow Yalley mine were flooded in order to extinguish the underground fire ? I. 
should think the water would tail into Eskbank.
1220. I believe the lower workings of Lithgow Yalley are driven to the northern boundary ? The lower 
level goes right in towards Eskbank boundary, and I should think thc Eskbank people are also forward 
to the boundary.
1221. "Would you not think there would be a liability for water to pass through say a narrow pillar under
pressure ? If the pillar were any way thin no doubt it would work through. That is the cause of all the 
trouble. '
1222. Mr. Neilson.] Have you had any similar experience in this Colony, Mr. Dixon—as to the fire, I
mean? Yes, twice. In Brown’s A. A. Company tunnel and Greta. i j
1223. Was there not a great similarity between the fire at Minmi and this ? I think so. It was owing 
to an accumulation of soot.
1224. Mr. Navies.] Two opinions have been expressed as to the cause of this accident, whether it was 
occasioned by an explosion or a fall. You believe it was a fall. Now, Mr, Dixon, questions have been 
asked as to the state of the bodies after the accident. Is there any difference in the appearance of a body 
after death from black-damp and that of a body after death caused by after-damp ? 1 do not think it; 
there is a similarity.
1225. Then might these men have died from the effects of fire-damp ? Certainly not from fire-damp.
1226. I do not mean the immediate cause of death. I am speaking about after-damp ? That is a different 
matter.
1227. Nre.fi/lonl.] But after an explosion, Mr. Dixon, I believe a mine presents evidences of that 
explosion P Yes, certainly.
1228. The atmosphere also gives certain indications. What is the state of an atmosphere after an explo
sion—is it high or low ? It is very high.
1229. What course does the explosion take when there is a reservoir of carbonic acid gas ? The blow 
is against the wind. A vacuum is formed, and then there is an inrush.
1230. I believe you inspected tlie tunnel as far as anyone could penetrate after the accident. Did you 
see any evidences of an explosion of fire-damp ? No; I saw no evidences of fire having burned or 
scorched anything.
1231. Mr. Qwley.] In the event of these stoppings having been built of brick or stone, would that have 
had a tendency to prevent what occurred ? No, 1 think not; if it had not found vent there the blow 
would have found vent np the main tunnel.
1232. President.] What distance is it from the right-hand furnace to the mouth of the mine? 
Between 30 and 40 yards, I should say.
1233. And from the mouth of the tunnel to the drum, what is the distance ? Perhaps 50 yards.
1234. Wc have been told that a man was blown from the seat he was occupying at the furnace right out 
of the tunnel and out into the air as far as the drum, and yet ho was amongst the first to go into tho 
tunnel again. Do you think that possible ? I do not credit it.
1235. We also have to consider this, that a light structure, such as thc gate at the mouth of the tunnel, 
remained quite uninjured ? Such a force of wind would havo blown it away, especially as it presented 
such a broad face to the blast.
1236. Mr. Curley] But you were blown off your feet in the Lambton mine by a rush of air ? Yes, but 
that is different to being blown a hundred yards.
1237. Mr. Usher.] Did you pay any attention to the size of the pillars on the occasion of your two visits 
to Lithgow Yalley mine ? I did pay some attention. I found all the bords and headings were alike— 
they were driven about tbe same width.
1238. If the pillars are of the extent shown on the plan, how could such au extensive fall have taken 
place ? I believe this fire has eaten its way round the pillars and weakened them. I believe it has 
wound its way round and round and weakened them all tbe way along.
1239. Mr, Swinburn.] Then you think the fire has been there for some time ? I do not; but I 
think it has done its work since February,
1240. Were you ever behind the boiler in the return ? No; I do not speak from experience. '
1241. Mr. Jones.] Did you ever measure the pillars ? No, I do not think 1. did.
1242. Mr. Swinhurn.] How did the fall bring tho carbonic acid back to suffocate those men ? If we get 
a fall through the stoppings here, and get an extra pressure on the lower ground, the carbonic acid gas is 
pressed in, and by-and-by it comes back ; besides which, it was, I believe, working back from the fire to 
the left-hand working, and it would meet them as the current returned.
1243. Then there must have been a large proportion of the mine locked up without ventilation ? At tho
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time I examined the furnace, after the fire occurred, I could see tlie men labouring as if they had as Mr- J- Diion. 
much as they could do to lire.
1244. Mr. Gurley.^ You have lust said, Mr. Dixon, that you, as inspector, had no power to compel the 5 May, 1886. 
proprietors to use other than slack stoppings F Yes, I did say so.
1245. You have read the 25th section of the Act, 1 suppose ? Yes, many a score of times.
1246. Have you over ordered that brick stoppings should be erected in any colliery when the order was 
not complied with ? I have never used that section for a stopping iu the ordinary souse. I havo used it 
many a time, hut it can only be applied in eases where there is danger.
1247. The 25th section of the Coal-fields Eegulation Act provides:—

“ If in any respect (which is not provided against by any express provision of this Actor by any special 
rule) any inspector finds any mine or anjr part thereof or any matter thing or practice in or connected with danger not 
any such mine to be dangerous or defective so as in his opinion to threaten or tend to the bodily injury of {£“™yjSgS,or ljy 
any person such inspector may give notice in writing thereof to the owner or agent of the mine and shall 
state in such notice the particulars iu which he considers such mine or any part thereof or any matter 
thing or practice to be dangerous or defective and require the same to be remedied and unless the same 
be forlhw ith remedied the inspector shall also report the same to tho Minister. If the owner or agent of 
thc mine objects to remedy the matter complained of in the notice he may within seven days after the 
receipt of such notice send his objection in writing stating the grounds thereof to the Minister and there- 
npon the matter shall be determined by arbitration in manner provided by this Act in relation to 
the special rules aud the date of the receipt of such objection shall be deemed to be the date of the 
reference If the owner or agent fail to comply either with the requisition of the notice given by the 
inspector when no objection is sent within tho time aforesaid or with the award made on arbitration within 
twenty days after the receipt of such notice or the making of thc award (as the case may be) he shall 
be guilty of an offence against this Act and the notice and award shall respectively be deemed to be writ
ten notice of such offence Provided that tlie Court if satisfied that the owner or agent has taken active 
measures for complying with the notice or award but has not with reasonable diligence been able to 
complete the works may adjourn any proceedings taken before them for punishing such offence and if the 
works arc completed within a reasonable time no penalty shall be inflicted No persons shall be precluded 
by any agreement from doing such acts as may be necessary to comply with the provisions of tins section 
or be liable under any contract to any penalty or forfeiture for doing such acts.”
Tlie AVitucss.—That section only applies where there is danger.
1248. Mr. Gurley.'] That may he your opinion, Mr. Dixon, at all events we have the statement that you 
have never tested the matter ? Never in relation to brick stoppings.
1249. Virtually then you have never tested the power which the clause gives you ? Oh, yes, I have, but 
not in relation to stoppings; if I thought they were dangerous I would, and then the manager could 
appeal to the Minister.
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John Bewick Turnbull sworn and examined:—
1250. President.] AVhat is your profession, Mr. Turnbull ? I am a colliery manager, and am at Mr.
present manager of the A'alc of Clwydd Colliery. J.B.Turnbull.
1251. AVherc nave you gained your experience? I served my apprenticeship in the North of England. r—
1252. Have you had any experience of fiery mines ? Yes. ' 6 May, 1886
1253. You know what fire-damp is, and the offect it will produce ? 1 have seen it, and experienced a 
little of it.
1254. And carbonic acid gas, and its effects ? Yes.
1255. AVhat experience have you had in this district ? X have been here about three years.
1256. Have you inspected all the collieries in this district? No; none whatever except my own.
1257. Have you any knowledge of the workings of the Lithgow Valley Colliery ? None whatever, only 
by seeing the plan.
1258. Is the working of the coal-seam in your colliery attended with any special danger ? No; there are 
portions near to tho rise where the roof is bad.
1259. AVhat about the dip workings ? The roof is good, never saw a better.
1260. Has the seam in the Lithgow Valley mine the same character as the seam in your colliery ? I
think it has a more tender roof—that is, the top-coal.
1261. How many feet do you work ? I am working, in my left-hand district, 5 to 8 feet in the dip 
workings.
1262. So far as you know, is not thc seam much the same as that in the Lithgow A7alley mine ? It seems 
to me to be a different class of coal.
1263. But it is the same seam ? Yes, the same seam continues right through.
1264. Do you leave any coal on the roof ? Yes, about 4 feet 2 inches; that is the tops.
1265. Do you leave any on the bottom? None whatever.
1266. AVhat width do you work your bords ? Eight yards, and leave 4-yard pilla
1267. AVhat kind of stoppings do you use? AVell, there is a stone hand on top of a portion of the coal, 
and we work up to that, but when it comes down we use it for stoppings.
1268. AVhat thickness do you build these stoppings ? hrom about 4 inches up to 10 inches.
1269. Do you consider these stoppings sufiicient for the purpose ? Yes, they are very good stoppings; we 
generally back them up with small coal.
1270. Are they liable to consolidate after being put up? J. never found any set. They come down an 
inch or two in some places, and then we fill them up again, utilizing for this purpose the small coal.
1271. Do you think thc working of the Lithgow Valley coal-seam is attended with danger? If they 
work their coal on the same principle as 1 work mine, I should say there was no danger, certainly.
1272. Say they were leaving chain pillars and 7-yard bords, would you consider that dangerous?
No, I would not. "
1273. Have you ever heard of any danger attending the working of the Lithgow Valley Colliery ? None 
whatever.
1274. Did you ever hear that any of the men had apprehended danger? Not with regard to tho pressure
of the mine. •
1275. You have said that you saw the plan of the Lithgow Valley mine, Mr. Turnbull—did you sec it 
before or after the accident ? I saw the plan on tho morning of the first accident, at 8 o’clock.

1276,
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Tli «®r*. ,, 127<5. Do you recollect the date. The reason I ask the question is, that you are the first witness from 
d.D^mrnmui. whom we could ask that question ? It was on Monday, the loth Debruary.
5 Mar 1886 ^re was discovered on Sunday, the 14th, and you were sent for on the ]5th? Tes,

' 12/8. It is a matter of history how you were sent for, Mr. Turnbull. Then, when you were examining
the plan did you hear, or did you inquire, as to whether any pillars, or any considerable area of pillars, 
had been worked to the north or left-hand side of the tunnel? N o. I, on arrival at the mine, wont 
into the left-hand furnace, and attempted to go down the left-hand return, to see if the statement was 
right as to the area of the return.
1279. Gould you proceed any distance for the water? I think I, got about 12 or 14 yards. The tops had 
been standing and the bottoms filled up with ashes, there being about 9 or 10 inches on the top of the 
water.
1280. As a matter of fact, it was impenetrable—you could not proceed ? No, I could not get there. I 
think the ashes had been wheeled from the furnace into this water, which naturally made it level until 
it reached the top, and then of course they could not get any further. I threw a stone and found the 
bottom of the water there.
1281. Do you know whether the body of water extended to the Eskbank boundary? It could not get
out of the swallow, ‘
1282. Returning to the inquiries you made when first you were sent for, did you ascertain whether any 
of the rise pillars had been taken out or worked to the left-hand side of the tunnel ? I never made any 
inquiry as to the pillars. I do not know whether they had been stripped or removed. I went past the 
furnace, but could not get further after proceeding for 10 or 12 yards.
1283. Was there any return by the left-hand furnace ? Tes, there was.
1284. The furnace was burning ? Tes.
1285. Did you go into the right-hand furnace ? Tes, when first I went into the mine.
1286. Was there much gas passing ? Tes, very strong.
1287. Did you see the influence of the gas upon the flame ? Tes, a beautiful blue flame; I put it down 
to fire-damp.
1288. Was the fire dull or lively at the time ? It was very dull.
1289. Had fire-damp been passing over it, would the fire have been dull? NTo; I should think it would 
have been bright.
1290. Then, do you desire to change your opinion as to the character of the gas ? I cannot say, because 
I did not take very much notice as to the character of the gas when I first entered the mine—1 was more 
anxious to discover the men who were inside.
1291. Tou went into the right-hand furnace to satisfy yourself as to the state of the return ? Tes.
1292. Well, what next did you do ? 1 went past the furnace about 30 yards; when I got to the furnace
the trap-door was standing wide open. ”
1293. Then I can readily understand how it was burning brightly. And when you got down this 30 
yards, did yon observe a large accumulation of ashes? Tes; I went through the ashes to get into the 
return.
1294. What was the state of the return at this time ? Well, a man could live in it for an hour or two.
1295. What did youthen do ? I then came out and shut the furnace-door, and authorized the men to 
put bags on the top of the furnace-door. I then went out to the next cross-cut, and found that it was 
open; some canvas had been pulled down. There was at this time about 3,000 or 4,000 feet of air coming 
out and going down to the furnace. 1 authorized that to be put up. NTo. 2 cross-cut was also down, and 
I was half inclined to close that up when I was told that there was a party of men in there. I then pro
ceeded further down the tunnel, made all the stoppings good on the way down, till I came to the seat of 
the smoke. When this party of men who had been in No. 2 cross-cut came back they told me that Doig 
and some others were in the right-hand district. I then broke a stopping on the right-hand side and one

' on the left-hand side. I then formed a party of men. and sent thorn into the cross-cut, and when they had 
been in about an hour they told me that they had got Doig. It was Shcedy who told me, and 1 instructed 
him to send a party of six or seven men for the other missing men ; and I watched to see that the smoke 
did not come hack.
1296. Did you ascertain whether Doig was found ? I tried to go myself, hut could not get there.
1297. Why were you prevented? Because of the foul air, so I went and increased the ventilation by 
taking down a right-hand stopping. Where the bodies were got out I went down myself. {The plan, 
examined!)

[The witness’s explanation of the operations on the plan were dictated by the President, as follows:— 
“ The point where Doig,Teunger, and Rowe were found, Mr. ’Turnbull believes to be a spot 
indicated on the plan by marks 0 © considerably to the south and east of the situations 
referred to by Martin, Hall, and Dime].

_ 1298. President.] Well, Mr. Turnbull, Doig and the other men being found, did you think it was an
error of judgment for these men to go into the return when they knew that the mine was full of smoke 
and gas ? Well, I cannot say; I can only tell you that 1 would not have done it myself.
1299. To put it in another way: Do you, with the knowledge before you of the pressure in the main in-take 
of smoke and gas, consider it a safe proceeding to go into the return as these unfortunate men did? No, 
certainly not.
1300. Did any of the men report to you that the return was comparatively free from gas ? Never.
1301. Did any of the men report to you that previous to your arrival they had reached or approached 
Tyndall’s heading? I think Martin said they had been so far along the cross-cut. I then said I would 
go. But after trying and failing in the attempt, 1 came hack and put on more ventilation. The search 
party would never have got there had I not put the ventilation in.
1302. Well, Mr. Turnhidl, statements have been made here that before you arrived on the scene a party 
of men had been down to Tyndall’s heading, and returned, and suffered inconsiderably, to put a. mild term 
upon it ? Tes ; Sheedy was one, I have heal'd, hut I would not be quite sure.
1303. When the bodies were got out, what did you turn your attention to ? I came out and met Mr.
Mackenzie and Mr. Rowan. 1 explained to them what 1 had done, and they approved. I told them 
that I was going down the tunnel at the rate of 40 yards per hour. We went to -the Company’s office, 
and there met Mr. Wilton and Mr, Dell, and 1 asked them to go into the mine. When I got into the 
tunnel I found that the smoke had come back 400 yards from the point' I had reached when I went 
away. - - • - 1304.
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1304'. You left the smolie at what point? About 3 chains back from the boiler. It seemed that a Mr. J;B.
man named Davies had opened the furnace-door, and pulled down the stoppings, and the canvas was Turnbull.
pulled down in the first and second cross-cut. The men told me that Bob Davies was in the mine, trying
to get round behind the lire, and Mr. Dixon and I came to the conclusion that he must be lost, and we “ 1®8®'
went off to find him, but met him and some others coming out. After Doig was found I went out and
formed a party of six men, and another of seven, to seek for the bodies of Younger and liowc. I told
them I would watch the ventilation, and for them not to go beyond a certain point. Shortly afterwards
they came and told me that the bodies were found. ‘
]305. What was the ultimate effect of the action taken by Mr. Davies in opening the stoppings? Well, 
it simply undid my work. After the bodies were got out I went up to the office, and on coming back again 
found that the smoke had returned 400 yards up the tunnel. It was utterly impossible to get down to 
where my canvas was fixed, whereas I had expected to get to the scat of the fire at 6.o’clock at night.
] 306. Did you do your work over again ? No. Mr, Mackenzie and Mr. Dixon decided to close the mine,
I drove the smoke, however, hack 150 yards in their presence.
1307. A.ou came to the conclusion then that you were making progress against the fire? Yes; I told 
them I would have done that.
1308. Do you think the fire would draw any air from Eskbank? 1 know the water from Lithgow Valley 
mine runs that way.
1309. Does it run freely ? That I cannot say.
1310. TV hen the inspectors decided or advised the owners to close up the mine, did you take any further 
part? _ No, I did not.
1311. Did you come to any conclusion on the subject of closing the mine? WeH, if they had asked me 
to elosetho mine, and I had authority, I should have told them I would not do anything of the sort.
1312. \et, in the face of that, Mr. Mackenzie came to the conclusion that it would be advisable to close
the mine up? Yes. ■ ,
1313. And is that all you know about the fire in Dithgow7 Yalley mine, Air, Turnbull ? That is all.
131T Supposing there is any opening out of Eskbank into Lithgow Valiev mine, will it feed the fire 
that is burning at the present time ? Of course. "
1315. Do you think Air. Goll gave Davies permission to interfere as he did? He says he did not. Air.
Wilton also says that Air. Groll did not tell Davies to go into the mine.
1316. Do you think Davies made a mistake ? I cannot say that.
LSI/. Mr. A'eiZsoH.] At all events it was done? Yes, it was done.
1318. C/mimtm.] Well, I can quite understand your feelings in getting your work undone in this 
v ay. But I \\ ould like to know a little more about it. You say you were in the act of rapidly regaining 
your lost ground ? Yes, I was down beyond the fall of tops, and if I had got it down to where the tops 
were up I could have put more pressure on.
1319. Have you ever seen this underground boiler ? Never.
1320. Ay ell, the smoke on leaving this underground boiler went into the left-hand return ? Yes.
1321. The left-hand return, so far as we have ascertained, crosses over more than a hundred yawls of water,
the height of which has not hccn ascertained. What would the effect on the return air he after damning 
down the furnace ? It would naturally stop the pressure altogether. °
1322. It would cool down the air and restore the equilibrium ? Of course it would. -
1323. AVould that be sufficient to drive back some of the fumes from the boiler? It would ^o into the
in-takc itself. °
1324. Then as to another point, a considerable current of air was wont to go down the main tunnel, 1 sup
pose, what would the effect upon the boiler be if the main tunnel were closed up by a fall ? It would 
stop the pressure again. '
1325. ^ AVhat you]cl be the effect upon the returns with a fall stopping the ventilation below the boiler, and 
with J.yndnH s heading stopipcd with air-tight toppings. AVhat condition would )'ou expect to find the 
returns m ? \ cry had.

^len. ^ understood you to say that you left; after Alessrs. Alackenzie and Dixon told you that they 
had determined to have the mine closed ? I promised them that I would see to having it closed.
.1327. Did you tell Air. Alackenzie your opinion as to that ? No ; I did not say so to Air. Mackenzie, it 
would not be my place. I promised Air. Gell and Air. AVilton that 1 would assist them in closing up the 
mine. They would have loft it closed up yet.
1328. AVhat induced them to open it ? AVell, I had nothing more to do with it, my Company prohibited me 
from acting. I told Air. AVilton that 1 would undertake to open the mine, if they could get permission 
from my Company, and if they would provide me with the material 1 wanted. Air, AVilton did not get 
perimsion from my Company, and therefore I never went.
1329. Did you think it was a right course to open the mine ? I did not take it into account; I never inter
fered in any way with them. ^ I did make a. remark at one time, and of course I put my foot into it, so I 
vowed 1 would not say anything more. '
1330. AVhat; was that remark ? Ob, it was just a little private remark.
1331. Can you mention it?. 1 do not think I could at the present time.
1332. AVell, unless it has a distinct hearing upon the case, 1 do not thinkit will be necessary? It has nothinc
whatever to do with it. a
133,3. Mr. Gurley.] Have you any idea of the modus opemndi employed in the attempt to put out this 
fire. None whatever, except that.! heard they had put on a steam jet at one time.
1334. Mr. iVeihon.] Do you know7 anything about this last accident ? No. The last word I had about 
the matter was when I saw Alr.AYilton in the office, and when I told him that I would undertake to open 
the mine, but must have the reins in my owm hands.
1335. Mr. Gurley.'] AVho was the party you left in charge when you left the mine to go to the office to 
see the owner?. Hy. Scully. He had to watch the place where 1 had the bratticing.
1336. Mr. Davies.] Did this man Davies say anything ? No ; Scully never reported to me. Davies had 
got in himself.
1337. Mr. Curley.] You know7 the positions of the two furnaces in this mine? Yes.
1338. Do you consider they indicate good management? 1 would not like to say; it is possible they have 
an opinion as well as myself.
1339. Did you notice the ashes about the furnace ? Oh, yes.

1310.
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ffp1' J- ]340. "WTiat do you do uitli yoiiT ashes in Vale of Chvydd ? I have them taken direct from the furnace 
.Turnbull. al1fl pUt them on the main road.

1341. Would you consider it as a safe proceeding to stack these ashes in the mine after drawing them out 
ar’ ‘ of the furnace ? All 1 can say is that I would not do it myself.

1342. Mr. Usher.'] Did you ever measure the section of air in the main overcast in the morning? No, 
never.
1343. Mr. Swinburne.] Were you satisfied that the return at the left-hand furnace, at the time you saw it, 
was what it ought to be ? T only penetrated about 12 or 14yards; 1 could not go any further for water.
1344. What was the area, so far as you could ascertain ? .From the furnace to where the tops are up, ] 
suppose it is about 20 feet by 5 feet,
1345. Was there a quantity of air passing through when you were there ? Not very much.

TETJItSDAT, 6 MAT, 1886.

•{Present:—
The PRESIDENT. Me. SAVINRURN.
Me. USHER. Me. CURLEY.
Me. THOMAS. Me. DAVIES.
Mb. NEILSON. Me. JONES.

John Gibson sworn and examined:—
Mr.J. Gibson. P346 President] AVhat is your occupation ? I am a miner.

1347. Where did you learn your business ? I had a good deal of experience in Lanarkshire, in Scotland. 
C May, 18S6.1 have been eighteen years in this country, and have worked for some time in Newcastle.

1348. Have you ever had any experience of fire-damp? Ves; I was more or less in it the whole time I 
was in the Old Country.
1349. How long have you been working in this district? live years, three years of which I worked in 
the Lithgow Valley mine.
1350. Do you consider this mine a safe one to work in ? Yes.
1351. Is it a good roof ? I never worked in a better.
1352. And how about the ventilation ? It was very fairly ventilated.
1353. Have you ever seen any fire-damp there ? No.
1354. Is it a coal you would expect fire-damp to exist in ? No; I should scarcely expect it from the work
ings ; I never saw anything of the kind in the district.
1355. So far as you know the coal docs not give off this gas ? No, it does not.
1356. Do you know the situation of the underground boiler ? Yes.
1357. Do you know of a fire having occurred there before this last accident ? Yes, just before last 
Christmas ; it was not a serious matter.
1358. Was there an accumulation of small coal opposite the boiler ? I did not see it.
1359. Did you ever travel through the return on the right-hand side ? Nobody ever travelled there, so far 
as I know, since I was there. A certain portion of air escaped by the mouth of the boiler; there never 
was a door there that I could see; a bit of a bag was hung up there sometimes, and that was all,
1360. Would this cause the air to escape ? There was not much of a draught that side; it occurred to me 
that there was something wrong with the return.
1361. Did you think that was a safe boiler ? AVell, I did not pass an opinion upon it at the time, hut I havo 
seen more of it since, and 1 think it should not have been there.
1362. But at the time it raised no suspicion in your mind ? No, not a bit.
1363. Did you ever see smoke hanging over that boiler ? Yes, many a time.
1364. Did that raise a suspicion in your mind that something was wrong ? No, it happened many a 
time.
1365. AVhen were you told that the first accident had occurred at this place ? I was at home at the time, 
and was not going out that morning, or I should have been there; it was about 8 o’clock when word was 
sent to me; I went to the tunnel and went in as far as I could go ; Mr. Turnbull and others had been in 
before me ; of course I could do nothing more than go hy his instructions.
1366. Did you search for any bodies ? No; I saw them brought out.
1367. From your experience, did you think it strange for the manager and his companions to go into that 
return when the main tunnel was full of smoke ? He might have had a purpose.
1368. Supposing the main airway to be full of smoke, what condition would you expect the return to be 
in? AVell, it would be full of smoke; I thought Doig and his party had been a long way down the 
workings, and the smoke came down to them while they were there, and I think, perhaps, their oil had 
failed; probably they were going down to get more oil when they were overcome by the foul air.
1369. How did you come to think that ? I inferred it from what Martin told me.
1370. AVhen the brick stoppings were taken down, after the mine had been sealed up, was work resumed ? 
T was not there the last week before the accident.
1371. Did you get down to the boiler when you were employed before this; Yes, 1 was often there.
1372. AVhat was the condition of the main tunnel opposite the boiler, between that and Tyndall’s heading? 
The top-coal was all down.
1373. Did the fall interfere with the course of the air ? Yes, until we cut a way through.
1374. Didyouseeany fire in Tyndall’s heading? No; there was fire right ahead of us; we could see a spark 
hero, and that was like stars shining.
1375. AVhen you ceased working it would appear that the great body of fire was discovered ? Yes, so far 
as I could learn, it was.
1376. AVhen the operations had extended down almost to the boiler, for some reason or other the men
wore suddenly withdrawn from the tunnel, and it was determined to close up the mine—can you toll,us 
what was the reason of that resolution ? No, I cannot. "
1377. Do you know if that was the case? Yes, it was the case, but I was not on that shift at the time.
1378. In connection with the operation of putting the fire out, you, ] believe, were selected as leader ?
Yes, they selected me as one. 1379.
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1379. Had you any fear of danger in connection with this work? No, I had no fear of danger, except, Mr. J.Gibson, 
perhaps, in connection with the rock .above.
1380. Thai, of course was incidental to yotircalling ? Yes. 6 May, 1886.
13SI. "Was any pressure brought to hear upon yon ? Not that I know of ; I went just as the others went;
I had no apprehension of danger. * ’
1382. During the course of operations, did Mr. Campbell, the manager, the inspectors, and the owners 
visit you ? Yes, very often : ] went on at 6 o’clock at night and came off at 12, and I saw them there 
both when I w'ent and when I left.
1383. Did they appear anxious for your safety, and supply you with all necessary material ? Yes.
138-1'. So far as you can judge, did it appear to you that blame was attachable to any person on account of 
this last accident? 1 cannot sec that blame could be attached to anyone.
1385. You havo thought of it seriously, I suppose ? Yea, many a time.
1386. Have you paid attention to the stoppings in this colliery? Yos.
1387. Have you ever seen the same stoppings elsewhere ? 1 never did at Home.
1388. Have you ever seen any like them in any other place in the district? I believe there were similar 
stoppings in the ironworks’ tunnel, but very few stoppings were used there.
1389. Did you think those stoppings served their purpose? Yes, they served their purpose so far, yet 
there was nothing secure about them.
1390. Do vou tliink there would bo extra security in timber incase of fire? Well, the draught would not 
have got through.
1391. Would timber go quicker than small coal? 1 do not think it would go quicker than small coal and 
dust.
1392. Mr. Neilson.] You know the left-hand furnace? Yes.
1393. Does it take any more air than what goes over the boiler? Ob, yes.
1391. Mr. Swinburn.] Were you ever down in the workings at the left-hand side? Yes; I have worked 
down that side,
1395. Wore you ever over that portion near the boundary of the Eskbank Colliery, and if so, was there 
any water down there ? Yes, there was any amount of water there.
1396. Are you aware of pillars being taken out down in that direction? They were not taken out in 
my time, hut I know they have been taken out.
1397. How did you come to know? I was told hy the men who took them out.
1398. Who were they? Robert Grant was one of them.
1399. To what extent were they taken out? I cannot say as to that, but I think I was told that a good 
many had been taken out.
1400. Mr. Meihon.'] Have you bad any experience of big falls? Yes, I have seen many a big fall. I saw 
a big fall at the Co-operative Colliery, Wallscnd, when the props and dust and things wore thrown 100 
feet above the surface.
1401. Mr. Jones.'] Have any pillars in this part of the mine been taken out? Not that I am aware of, 
the herds are all of the usual width, 8 or 9 yards, some might be more, some might be less.
1402. Mr, Curlet/.'] Did you ever suggest to the management or inspectors the propriety of putting up 
brick stoppings? No. But I think I did on one occasion say. “1 do not believe in those stoppings, and 
if I had my way i would have them constructed of brick on each side of the main drive.”
1403. Mr. Davi/is.] Was this said to the proprietors or inspectors? I think Mr. Wilton and Mr. Rowan 
wore with me at the time.
1401'. Mr. C'«r/ey.] How long ago was this? ] think it was about a fortnight before the late accident, 
my attention having been called to an escape in one of the stoppings.
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Edward Power sworn and examined:—
1405. 2ircsirlcnt.'] What is your occupation ? ] am a coal-miner. I havo been at it about eight years, on Mr. E. Power, 
and off. I have worked in the Yale of Chvydd, the Ironworks Tunnel, the Eskbank, the Hermitage,
and the Lithgow Yalley mines. I worked in the Lithgow Yalley mine for about three years. 6 Muy, 1886.
1406. Are you acquainted with fire-damp? No.
1407. Have you seen choke-damp or black-damp? Never, until the late accident.
1408. From your experience, is the mode of conducting underground operations at the Lithgow Yalley 
mine similar to the methods applied in the other collieries? Well, I always thought it was conducted 
better in the Lithgow Valley mine.
1409. In what way? AVell, for better air ; the men seemed to be more contented.
1410. But the mode of working is about the same as to the width of the pillars, &c.? Yes, it was similar 
throughout the district,
1411. Did you ever have reason to complain of the ventilation? No. '
1412. Have you ever seen any smoke hanging about any part of the mine? Yes. I have seen a little 
whore this boiler was. It would bang on the top in the morning before the set started to work.
1413. Did you hear of an underground fire taking place at this boiler some weeks before the accident?
Yes, I did hear the men talk about it. I did not see it, because I was working in this new 
cross-cut.
1414. Did you ever surmise that the underground boiler was unsafe, or did you ever think about it ?
Well, ] wheeled there for some two years, and I made a remark to the boss one time that the tops 
might possibly catch fire.
1415. Were they taken down ? No.
1416. Who was the boss ? John Doig,
1417. What did he say ? He said, “No, they won’t catch fire.”
1418. Where did this fire originate that took place a few weeks before the accident ? I heard it was 
behind the boiler. I heard it from the men who were engaged in putting it out.
1419. When did you become acquainted with the first accident? I was, I believe, the first man in the 
pit. At about 3‘45 on the Monday morning I was going down the main heading and came to the smoke,
3 made an attempt to rush through, but found I could not get in further.
1420. Did it make you cough ? Yes. I laid down on the side of the road till the miners came. A Ye
stopped till five more men came up, and I said wc had better go and stop the horses. I went for that pur

, ’ pose
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Mr. E. Power, peso to the stables, and told the man in charge that he had bettor not take the horses to the pit, as the 
tunnel was full of smoko.

6 May, 1886. ppop Did y0u form one of the parties who went in search of Doig and his companions ? Tes; L was 
with those who started for Howe and Younger. _
1422. "Where did you go ? Wo went into the new cross-cut, and through a stopping into the old 
working.
1423. Was the air had ? To; the air was very good. I think; the light burned well.
1424. "Where did you go after passing through this stopping ? "Wc went through some old herds, turned
to the right for about 3 chains, and wc found the men in a bord off the cut-through. _
1425. How were they lying when you found them ? Younger was lying on his face, and Howe on his 
hack. They wore very close together.
1426. Did you see their lamps? I saw two lamps alongside of Howe.
1427. Was there any oil in them ? I did not look. _ _
1428. Did you test the quality of the air near the floor where yon found the bodies—I mean did you put
down your light ? No ; I did not take it off my hat. _
1429. Did you see any of the men test the air ?. No; but I did hear one of them say, “ Come away, chaps,
the air is not very good here.” _ _ _
1430. Did you take any part in the subsequent operations—did you volunteer to work with Mr. Turn
bull, for instance? Not with Mr. Turnbull; but I worked at the mine, when it was re-opened, the whole 
time. _
1431. AVhen you got down to the position of the boiler, did you notice a fall in the main tunnel ? Yes.
It was a large fall, which obstructed the air-way. No air could get over the top till some of the rocks 
were removed, _ _
1432. Do you recollect that something transpired after you had got down to the boiler which determined 
the owners or the G-overmnent inspectors to close the mine ? Yes.
1433. AVhat had you been using for extinguishing the Are up to this date? AVe were using water, and 
were getting on very well, only there was a lot of black-damp and smoke to contend with.
1434. Then you did not know the reason why it was determined 1o abandon tlie attempt to extinguish
the fire ? No; hut the miners thought it had not been properly tried, They believed the fire could be put 
out, and consequently made an application to Air. Gell to be allowed to make the attempt. Ho said he was 
quite agreeable, and then wont to see Mr. Mackenzie about it. _
1435. How long after that did you receive permission to make the trial? AVe commenced at 9 o’clock
that night. i

[The witness here described the process of selecting the shifts and appointing leaders.] _
1436. Did you anticipate any danger from this work you had volunteered to undertake ? No ; 1 did not
see anv danger at all till we got down to the fall—this suggcstcl danger in the roof, but wc used to 
sound the roof as we went along and put props up. _
1437. Is that the usual mode of heaping up loose stone ? I never saw any rock timhered in my life
before. _
1438. Did they take down any rock ? No; they tried to take some down, but it would not come. Then 
they played the hose on the roof to clear the smoke away, and while thus playing on it the rock came 
down and filled fifteen skips.
1439. Did you undertake this work of your own free-will? Yes.
1440. AVere you at work when the accident occurred ? No ; 1 was going on to relieve that shift.
1411. AVhen you got down to the seat of the fire, did you notice any fire in Tyndall’s heading ? No, 1
did not; but I believe there was fire in it. 1 _
1442. Did you see any fire about the boiler? Yes; I saw fire on both sides. I also saw fire in the 
stopping which had been opened in the main tunnel this side of the brattice. That fire was put out as far 
as we could reach, hut I formed the opinion that the next shift would not he able to put it out with water, 
as it had got too firm a hold. I saw this on the Sunday night.
1443. AVere you ever in the mine again after that Sunday night ? No, not until I came to brick these
stoppings up, _
1444. iTr. Nttfoon.] Was the fire at the stopping on the left-hand side of the tunnel spreading right 
across the bord? Yes, and working in the pillar right round as far as we could see.
1445. President.'] Then it had evidently worked round from the pillar first ? Yes.
1446. Mr. Curley.] How far would that stopping be from the flue on the main tunnel? About a 
chain.
1447. President.] Did the fire burn as if extending up parallel with the main tunnel ? It was going 
towards the main tunnel. One of the men said to me as wc were going home, They will never put that 
fire out, and I will not go back any more.”
1448. AVhile you were working, did you hear any sounds as of rocks falling in the waste ? I heard cracks 
which I imagined came from the bottom of the coal that was burning. It sounded as if something was 
splitting with the heat.
1449. Mr. Curley.] Did you report to the manager the condition of the fire every time your shift came 
out of the mine ? No.
1450. AVasthe manager present during your last shift? No ; he was at home ill.
1451. Mr. Neiho-n.] Was the manager in the mine between the time of your going out and the time that 
the accident took place ? Yes, he was.

G8 JiOYAL COMMISSION ON COM/tEHIES—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE,

B. K. Druery sworn and examined :—
Mr; 1452. President.] AVhat is your occupation? 1 am a miner. I gained my experience first in the North 

It. E. Druery. of England, in the county of Durham, I hare been about nine years in the Colony following my 
—a—s, occupation as a miner,

C May, 1886. j.453. Have you had any experience of fire-damp? Yes, at Home. _
1454. In what mines have you been employed in this district? I have worked in all excepting the
Eskbank. '
1455. Speaking generally, are all the Lithgow collieries worked in about the same manner? Yes, they
are mainly worked on the same principles. 1456.
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1450. When were you last employed In the Lithgow Valley mine ? Ai the time of the first accident.
1457. A.nd for how long before the accident ? Seven or eight months.
1458. Was the ventilation sufficient in the mine while you wore employed there ? I had no complaint to 
ma.ke whore I was engaged.
1459. Have you ever seen explosive gas in the Lithgow Valley mine? Ho.
1460. Have you ever heard of it having been seen there ? I cannot say that I have.
1461. Hot having made any complaint about the ventilation of the mine, then you considered it sufficient? 
So far as I was personally concerned, yes.
14G2. In going to and from your work, have you seen this underground boiler? Tes. I was called upon 
six weeks previous to the first accident hy the uuderground manager, Mr. Passmore, to assist him to put 
out what was supposed to ho a fire. The fire was burning behind the furnace, below the flues, among 
some slack. It appeared to drop off the tops or sides of the pillars. '

[Witness described the process of extinguishing the said fire.]
1463. Did you suggest the advisability of removing the slack? I suggested it to Mr. Passmore several 
times. He said that the manager had seen it.
1464. Did you continue to work in the mine ? Yes.
1465. Did you consider the boiler a source of danger ? I did not consider it a source of danger m the state 
in which I left it.
1466. Have you formed any opinion as to the source of this fire ? Yes, I think it came from the furnace,
probably owing to some of the soot having caught fire on the roof and sides. -
1467. Then there was a considerable amount of soot on the roof and sides ? Yes.
1468. Did you over travel in the left-hand return ? I considered it impossible; I have been just at the end 
of the pipes.
1469. Do you know the size of the shaft that leads from the left-hand furnace? I have been given to 
understand it is 6 ft. in diameter.

Mr.
B. B. Druory. 

6 May, 1886.

1470. Had you ever seen smoke hanging about the boiler prior to this accident ? I have seen steam and 
smoko hanging about the roof.
1471. Do you consider the mine was a safe one to work in? I was not engaged as a miner; I was a
dav-worker. .
1472. Did you ever travel pretty well through the mine ? Oh, yes.
1473. And do you consider this mine, generally speaking, a safe one? Yes. ■
1474. Was the roof a good one? Yes; the rock cover was the best 1 ever came in contact with. ■
1475. What part, if any, did you take in finding the late Mr. Doig and his companions ? On the Monday 
morning I went to work as usual; I was then engaged at the extreme end of what is known as the second 
cross-cut. On going in past the return I found the air thicker than usual. This was about 5'30 o’clock.
1476. Did you think anything was wrong? Yos; it led mo to believe there was something radically 
wrong, and I went to warn the men who were working in the face. They acted upon my advice immediately, 
and they, knowing the cross-cut road better than I did, took the other way round, doing back again I 
was knocked down three times in succession by the stithe.
1477. Did yon take any part in the recovery of the unfortunate men who fell victims to the catastrophe? 
I went home, and on running back again I. noticed a number of men who were sitting at the side of the 
tunnel, and I asked them if any instructions had been given to get the men relieved. They said no. X 
then sent for Mr. Turnbull, and on his arrival, about 7 o’clock, we all went to the office to get the plan. 
The door was locked, and had to he forced in; then wc found the plan on the table. After the plan hud 
been inspected and discussed, Mr. Turnbull asking me a number of questions, which I answered to the 
best of my ability, we proceeded to the pit again.
1478. Do you know that before this time one or two parties had penetrated the right-hand workings as 
far as Tyndall’s heading ? I heard it spoken of, but did not place any reliance on it.
1.479. Were you one of the parties who found or searched for those men ? I was at the time engaged in 
the main tunnel with Mr. Turnbull, trying to get in as far as possible. I was among the second party, 
and wo went into the return of Ho. 2 cross-cut to the left. Having gone in as far as wc Could, we came 
back, and then we heard Air. Turnbull and some others saying that the men had been found.
1480. Did you take part in any subsequent operations after the mine was closed up? Ho. '
1481. You were not connected in any way with the last operations ? Ho.
1482. Mr. Curfcy.] Did you hoar Mr. Turnbull receive any instructions from the proprietors? I did not, 
only to make the best he could of it.
1483. After you mentioned about the position of this boiler to Air. Passmore, and you found that nothing 
had been done, did you complain to Doig ? I never mentioned the matter.
14S4. Had ever such a flung as check-inspection taken place in connection with this mine by the miners 
themselves ? Hot that I am aware of.
1485. Do you know that the miners have that power under the Act of 1876 ? Yes.
1486. Do you think that there would he any difficulty in carrying that out? Not that I can sec.
1487. Mr. Jones;.'] You are not aware that the men ever tested the matter? Ho.
1.488. Mr, Davies.] During the eight months you worked at the colliery, did you see the inspectors 
there frequently ? I can safely say I saw them twice.

'William Mantle sworn and examined.
1489. AV-mVi?/!/.] What is your occupation ? I am a miner. I have been working in the Lithgow Valley yfr.
mine, and was previously employed at the Hermitage Colliery. I have also worked in the Eskbank and W. Mantle. 
Vale of Chvydd. '
1490. Are the workings in the different mines in this district in which you have been employed all con- 6 May, 1886* 
dueled on the same or similar lines ? Yos ; the stoppings aro composed of the same materials, and the .
bnrds are about the same width. ' '
1491. And as to the ventilation? They are all about the same. ,
1492. Then in the matter of the Lithgow Valley mine ventilation, did you find that sufficient or other
wise? 1 found it quite sufficient. I had no cause to complain, nor have I heard anyone else complain of 
the ventilation.
1493. Have yon had any experience of fire-damp or choke-damp ? Ho; I have never heard of it; I have
heard of black-damp though. 1494.
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] 49-1'. "While engaged as a miner at this colliery, have you seen the inspectors of collieries paying visits for 
the purpose of inspection ? Tes,

6 Mav 1886 ^are ^e7 spoken to you ? Tes.
a?I ' 14'96. Had you ever cause to make complaints to them about anything? Ho,

1497. Then what part did you take in the first accident ? 1 was not at the first accident,
1498. Have you seen the underground boiler ? Yes, 1 have seen it, but never inspected it.
1499. Hid you ever hear of a fire occurring there before this last accident. Ho.
1500. Were you employed at the last accident ? Yes.
1501. Were you down at the scat of the fire ? Yes.
1502. Did you see a fall in the main tunnel ? Yes ; it was a largo fall, and a portion was on liro.
1503. Did you hear about a fire in Tyndall’s heading? Yes.
1501. Did you hear about the stopping in that heading being on lire ? Yes, and it was put out.
1505. Did you see a fire in the neighbourhood of the boiler? Yes. The tops had fallen at the back of 
the boiler, and were ou fire. There was fire at the side of the boiler also, and the corner of a pillar had 
taken fire.
150(5. Did you get to the back of the boiler ? Ho.
1507. So far as you went, did the fire extend to the left-hand side of the boiler ? Yes.
1508. Did you see a fire in the left-hand side of the tunnel, near the boiler? Yes. It was a heavy fire, 
and it had got a good hold of the coal.

• 1509. Were you employed on shift when the accident occurred ? Yes. About five minutes before the 
accident I was holding the hose to the fire, 1 and my brother, I came back after being relieved by John 
Duncan, and had not been back more than five minutes before the accident happened. It was like a,clap of 
thunder, and was followed hy a rush of air which extinguished the lights. My hat and lamp were blown 
away. I was not knocked down, but it gave me a great shock. I then heard one man say, “ Take to the 
skips.” At this time we had all got hold of one another. Every one thought wo were going to be 
crushed to death. We went for the empty skips, but they would not move, and I then pulled the signal 
wire, but it did not seem to act properly. We then got out of the skips and made for the mouth of the 
tunnel.
1510. Did you see any red coals on your way out? Yes, about 13 or 14 chains from the boiler, It 
extended over 4 or 5 yards, perhaps a little more or less.
1511. Did you experience any difficulty in crossing this ? Ho; it was just a scattered fire.
1512. Did the second rush of air contain a greater quantity of damp than the first? Yes; I believe it did, 
because the feeling of suffocation increased.
1513. Did you see any stoppings Mown down ? Yes, a number of them, and I believe the fire was blown 
out from the stopping.
1514. A.n hour or two before the accident happened you say the ventilation was sound, and that an hour 
or two previous to that you opened a stopping on the left-hand—which way did the fresh air take—did it 
rush through the stopping into the fire ? Yes.
1515. Did you extinguish this fire? Only to a certain distance.
151G. You closed up the stopping ? Yes, we bratticed it up again to exclude the air,
1517, Did you foresee this calamity ? Ho, I did not. 1 had never been in anything of the kind before. 
The last shift I got frightened of the roof coining down, as we could not see it for the damp and smoke. 
151.8. That was a danger reasonable to anticipate of course? Yes.
1519. Do you blame anybody for this accident? Ho, 1 cannot blame anybody for it.
1520. Did you ever hear either the management, inspectors, or the owners asking you not to run into any 
danger? No.
1521. Were they ever present during your operations? Yes.
1522. Did they show any anxiety for your safety ? I havo not heard them, but I have heard other men 
say they did. I might have been out of the way at the time though.
1523. They were present, however ? Yes,
1524. And giving you a helping hand when it was required ? Yes.
1525. Then have you formed any opinion on this subject—can you attach blame to anybody? Ho; but I 
believe that if the skips had, come out we should all have come out right enough.
152G. But the rapper-wire might have been interfered with hy the stoppings being blown out, might it 
not ? Certainly it might.
1527. Then you do not attach any blame to the engine-man? No.
1528. Was the rapper-wire free previous to this accident ? Yes, I believe it was, because the skips were 
travelling in and out.
1529. How long before? About au hour. '
1530. Could vou have signalled with it five minutes before this accident happened? To the best of my 
belief, I coufd.
1531. Then the wire got disarranged by the accident? Yes, 1 suppose so.
1532. Mr. Swinburn!\ Then the skips were there to take the debris, were they not ? Yes.
1533. Mr. Gurley.] What was the stopping composed of that you bratticed up again? It was composed 
of slack.
]534. What was it put up for? To travel the air in the right course.
1535. And there was a fire raging at the inside of it ? Yes.
1536. Mr. Jones.] How many of these skips were there ? There were five in the set.
1537. Mr. Swinbum.] How could these skips come out, the stoppings being blown out and 2 feet of 
small coal lying across the tramroad ? They must have been pulled over the top. •

70 KOYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIEEIES—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

• plohn Sheedy sworn and examined :—
Mr. J.Sheedy. 1538. President!] What is your occupation? I am a miner, and have been employed in the Lithgow 

' Yalley mine, where I worked for fourteen years.
6 May, 1886. 1539. Have you had any experience of fire-damp at any time ? Ho. I have not worked in the old country. 

I am a native of the valley.
1540. Have you had any reason to complain of the ventilation of this mine? Ho; nor have I ever heard 
any complaint made.
1541. Have you ever heard of any underground fires at the Lithgow Yalley mine before Eobruary last ?
No. 1542.

Mr.
W. Mantle.
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3542. "Wlmt pari: did you take in finding Doig, Younger, and Rowe ? ] was in bed when my friend came Mr. J. Sheedy. 
back from there and told me that a fall bad taken place, and that there were three men inside. 1 put my 
clothes on and went down the pit and into our own oord to the face of the cross-cut, taking a shovel with ® 
me in case 1 might want it. The air at that time was very good. It was about 10 o’clock in the morning.
1543. Was 31 r. Turnbull present ? Possibly so. I did not see him. 1 went in of my own accord. Seeing 
alight come up from No. 2cross-cut. .1 sang out, “Who’s that”? It was William Martin, and he asked me 
where 3 was going, and I told him to look for the men. We struck the return and followed it down for 
about 5 chains, so far as I could guess. There was a heading about 2 chains off the return. Here I 
cooeed, and almost at the same time we heard a sigh.
1541. How far were you off the return when you heard the sigh ? It would be about 4 chains.
1545. And yon bad proceeded about 5 or G chains down the cross-cut? Yes. I said to Martin, “ There is 
one of the men there”; and ] ran up and said, “ It is Mr. Doig.”
1546. Do you understand the plan of the mine ? N o ; I am a poor scholar,
1547. However, you adhere to this statement that after leaving the cross-cut you went straight for 5 or 6 
chains, then you went a few chains down to the right, and there found Doig ? Yes.

On being further examined the witness admitted that he and his companion did not know exactly 
what they were doing or where they were, although ho knew his way. In fact he could not 
locate the exact spot.

1548. Doig was then carried out? Yes. Where wo found him the black-damp was about 2 feet over his
face, that is, ho was lying in a little over 2 feet of foul air. I put the light down, and it immediately 
went out. ° :
1549. Did you return for Younger and Rowe? No, I did not. I was affected by the gas, and when I 
got out I fell down,
1550. Did you work at the mine after that ? Yes ; at the right-hand furnace. I went on as soon as the 
men next re-opened the mine.
1551. Did you have any difficulty in keeping the fire alight? The fire burned right enough, but it would 
not stop in very long.
1552. Did you open the door to give yourself air ? Well, I could always keep in myself, but the chap who 
was with me could not. The air that kept the furnace alight was return air. The damp did affect me, but 
it was not sufficient to put tbc fire out.
1553. Was there a large quantity of air passing up the return ? Yes, a good quantity.
1554. How often did you clear that fire? I used to clear it every ten minutes.
1555. Were did you put the ashes ? .1 put them a short distance from the fire.
1556. Have you ever known these ashes to take fire ? No.
1557. Have you ever felt any heat among the ashes P No.
1558. Did you speak to the manager about keeping so many ashes there? No.
1559. Mr. Jones,] You have been engaged for a long time in the Lithgow Yalley Colliery? Yes.
1560. Had the pillars in any part of that mine been taken out ? Not to my knowledge.
1561. What is the width of the bords ? Twenty-one feet. '
1562. Did they over exceed that width ? Not to my knowledge, so long as I have been there.
1563. You havo never heard of bords being driven too wide then ? No.
1564. And never hoard any complaint as to that? No. I think it was the best worked place in the valley.
3565. Mr. Meihon.] You have had no experience outside the valley ? No, excepting Mount Pleasant.
1566. Mr. Swin burn.] Have you ever been down the left-hand side of the main tunnel? Yes.
1567. Do you know if there is a connection between Jnthgow Yalley mine and Eskbank? Yes, there is.
1568. Have you over seen mueli water down that part of the district ? No; but I believe the water runs 
into the Eskbank Colliery.
1569. Do you know if aiiy pillars were extracted in that part of the district ? No; I do not know.

EOTAt, COMMISSION ON COLIiIEItlES—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. -71

Hilbert Kirkwood sworn and examined:—
1570. President.] AVhat is your occupation ? I am a miner. Mr.
1571. Where have you followed your occupation ? 3 worked as a miner in Scotland. ^ Kirkwood.
1572. And how long in this Colony ? About two years.
1573. Where have you been engaged since you came to this district ? I havo worked at the Yale of Chvydd G May' 1886, 
and in the Lithgow Valley mine, whore I was fireman and overman.
1574. Have you had any experience of fire-damp in the old country ? Yes.
1575. While yon were engaged as a worker in the Yale of Clwvdd, did you ever see any fire-damp ? No.
1576. Nor in the Lithgow valley mine ? No. *
1577. Did you ever suspect its presence? No.
1578. Do you think the seam ot coal is likely to generate fire-damp ? I do not think so.
1579. Have you had any experience of choke-damp ? Yes ; hut 3 have never seen it where the air was 
good. •
1580. But choke-damp rests in the old workings, as a rule. How long wore you working in the Lithgow 
Yalley mine ? About eighteen months.
1581. Have you had any reason to complain of want of ventilation ? No; there was always good air when 
X was there. I never had reason to complain of the ventilation, nor of the character of the stoppings.
I think the stoppings were carefully put up.
1582. Have you ever heard the miners complain about the want of ventilation, or of the presence of fire
damp or choke-damp? No.
1583. In going to and coming from your operations in the mine, had you occasion to pass the under
ground boiler ? Yes ; I passed it every morning.
1584. Erom your experience as a former deputy, were you curious to see how that underground boiler 
was built ? I never went in to see it, but I did not- think it should be there ; that is, so far in the work
ings. I never travelled the return, and I never was in the left or right hand return.
1585. Coming to the first accident, when were you first apprised of it? T was not there at the time. I 
appeared on the Monday at the accident when the bodies had been taken out.
1586. Did you take any part in the operations that were conducted by Mr. Turnbull ? No.
1587. The mine was sealed up a day or two afterwards, was it not ? ' I. suppose it was.

1588.
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^Mr. 1588. And it remained closed for some time ? Yes, but I cannot say for bow long.
Q-. Kirkwood. 1559, AVere you employed in connection with the operations after re-opening? Yes,
0 Vf ""''Toafi Do you know anything about one of the principal stoppings being interfered with ? I never know
" fl-v’ ‘ one from the other. I had heard of a stopping having been opened at Tyndall’s heading, but I cannot 

give positive evidence about that. Mr. Campbell told me. I never saw it myself.
1591. When you got to the source of the fire, did you see anything in the main tunnel that attracted your 
attention ? I saw the smoke and a fall when wc went down to where the fire was burning.
1592. At this time, we understand that operations were then suspended for a time—do you know the 
reason why? No.
1593. At all events, we have heard that a meeting of the miners was held after it hud been determined to 
close the mine. Do you know anything about that ? I was not one of those who collected at the pit 
bank, but I was told by some of them of the course which it was proposed to adopt.
1594. Were you a worker ? Yes.
1595. Did you at that time anticipate any danger ? No. ■
1596. Was any pressure brought to bear on you to engage in the work? None whatever. The men 
selected me as one of the loaders.
1597. Did you enter that mine as leader of a shift of your own free-will? Yes, but 1 always thought 
that the Company had to pay mo ; I did not believe in volunteering. I was doing all I could to put out 
the fire to benefit myself.
1598. Did the owners show a sympathy and regard for the safety of the men ? Yes; we got everything 
wc required, and we were told not to run into any danger.
1599. Did your employers visit you during the operations? Yes; they were hardly ever out of the pit, 
and they showed considerable anxiety for our safety.
1600. Some time elapsed while you worked on in order to gain the seat of the fire, and your efforts were 
at last rewarded by your being able to bring your operations down to the scat of the fire, and you got 
past Tyndall’s heading. Did you see any fire there ? Well, no; there was a little fire in one of the 
pillars, but it was soon put out. I was not in the shift that first approached Tyndall’s heading.
1601. Did you hear that the first shift saw a fire there ? No.
1602. Do you know whether the stoppings in Tyndall’s heading were on fire ? No; the stuff that we lifted 
came out quite clean, without any appearance of burning.
1603. As to this fall in the main tunnel, would that interfere with the air-course ? Yes; I think it did 
obstruct the air-course, because when we got to Tyndall’s heading the air was more clear.
1604. Did you turn your attention to the left-hand beside the boiler? Yes; there was fire there. The 
tops were down, and we put them out and removed them.
1605. How far was this to the back of the boiler? It was just at the back that we noticed the fire going 
up behind us, and on the left-hand side a portion was on fire, and an attempt was made to put it out with 
water, but it was not entirely successful.
1606. Did you observe any fire through the comer of the pillar above the boiler? Yes.
1607. Did you think the fire had a firm hold ? It was flaming when 1 saw it last there. "We had to 
brattice down the tunnel with canvas in order to reach the fire, the return being on the right-hand side, 
where the stopping was taken out.
1608. Where were you at the moment of the accident? I was sitting down at the lime about 18 
yards above the boiler.
1609. AVhat was the first intimation vou received of something unusual happening ? AVell, there was a 
shock like a great sough of wind. This was followed by a second report, much heavier than the first.
1610. Did it knock you down? Yes. I thought at first that the bratticing had given wav, and I was in 
the act of rising when a rush of air met me and knocked me down, and blew my bat and lamp away,
1611. AVhat did you suppose had happened ? AVell, I scarcely knew. 1 thought it was a blast.
1612. Arising from what ? Arising from the smoke, I did not suppose that there was any gas in that 
working, but I thought the blast might have been occasioned by the smoke rising from the furnace.
1613. Have you ever heard of a smoke explosion ? No.
1614. If you inhaled black-dnmp, would it choke you ? Yes.
1615. Is not the action of choke-damp precisely the same when applied to fire—will it not extinguish it ? 
Yes, I suppose if I put choke-damp on a fire it would extinguish it.
1616. During your long experience, have you ever witnessed the effects of a largo and heavy fall ? 1 have 
seen many a fall. The heaviest one in my experience waj in a pit where the workings were 9 feet in 
height, and it extended over three or four rows of pillars. AVe were all knocked down, but it did not do 
any more damage. The workings did aiet contain choke-damp.
1617. Supposing the waste between these pillars you have mentioned had been filled with choke-damp, 
what would the effect of a fall have been? Jt would have put the damp on top of us, and fouled the 
air-course.
1618. AVell, as to this last accident, did you suspect any danger? No.
1619. Did you anticipate this calamity? No.
1620. You looked upon it purely as an accident ? Yes.
1621. Did you think any blame could be attached to anyone on account of the accident? No; every
thing was done that could be done. Messrs. Jiowan and Mackenzie wore there every day, and did all they 
could to assist the men, and look after their safety. ^
1622. And did the owners exhibit due regard for the safety of the men ? Yes; they could not havo
been more considerate. “
1623. Mr. Jones.'] Of your knowledge, have the pillars in any part of this pit been taken out? Not to 
my knowledge. 1 know very little about the workings. I have not been very long in the mine.
1624. Mr. Davies.] AVere the inspectors in during the last shift you worked ? Yes, they were in the
fore-part of the shift. ‘
1625. You have not been intimidated in any way. have you ? Certainly not. I get nothing but what
I work for, and I don’t care for anybody. ”
1626. Mr, Jones.] AVas permission sought from the inspectors or manager or owners before the mine
was re-opened r I do not know anything about that. 1 was not there. 1 considered that I was workiim 
for the owners, 0
1027. Mr. Thomas.] I understand you to say that either the inspectors, the manager, or the owners,
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iv ere always in attendance at the mine? Tes, they attended every day. I have seen one of the owners
sitting there for five hours. I hare not seen Mr. Gell so often. Q-. Kirkwood.
1628. Mr. Cwr/cy.] About this boiler: I think you said you have sometimes thought it should not be
there? 1 never bothered my head about it, nor did 1 say anything about it—I had nothing to do 0 ’
with it.
1629. But if you had anticipated danger from that boiler, would you not have spoken to some one about
it ? .1 never thought about there being any danger from it,
1630. 'Why did yon think it was in the wrong position then—you have already said something to that 
effect ? "Well, 1 had never seen one in such a position before.
.1631. That is, it was a little singular ? Yes, that was my reason.
.1632. Bo yon know what distance it is from the mouth of the tunnel? I cannot say; X never 
measured it. ■

President.] 36 chains down the tunnel,
1633. Mr. Jones!] Mere the inspectors present when the stoppings were taken down on the second 
occasion ? I suppose they were, but I was not in the first shift.
1634. Mr. Usher.] 'What was the sine of the pillars in the mine where these falls had taken place? I 
cannot say; 1 never measured any of the pillars.
1635. "What was the width of the herds? Some were 6 yards, and some were only 5 yards, some 
were 7 yards, and some went as high as 10 yards.

John Duncan sworn and examined:— .
1630. President!] "What is your occupation? 1 am a miner, and have followed that occupation for Mr. 
fifteen years. I started working in mines in the north of England Duncan.
1637. Did you in the north of England ever become acquainted with fire-damp? T havo never seen v ----- -
fire-damp. ^ 611*7,1886.
163S. Have you any experience of choke-damp or sty the? 1 bare found it in places where the pure air 
was not going its proper course.
1639. That is in the gob ? Yes.
1640. How long have you worked in this district? Ififteen months.
1641. In what collieries? I have worked in the Eskbank, and at the Ironworks Tunnel and at the 
Lithgow Valley mine.
1642. Is the same seam of coal worked at all three places? Tes, so far as I know. '
1643. Is the same system of working pursued at all three places ? Yes, just the same. The same size 
of bords, and the same width of stalls.
1644. Did you consider it a dangerous or a safe seam to work ? I thought I was as safe as 1 am sitting here.
1645. Had you any cause to complain of the ventilation of the mine ? T have had to say nothing in 
regard to that.
1646. Or about any other danger that you considered might exist? Ho ; I never spoke to anybody.
.1647. Do you know the underground boiler ? Yes.
1648. Did you ever examine it? 1 never saw it until this late accident.
1649. Erom your own knowledge, do you know whether a fire occurred at that boiler before this last 
fire ? Ho.
1650. Have you ever travelled the air-courses in the Lithgow A7alley mine ? I have never been any
where excepting my own bord.
.1651, Did you take any part in the search for the late manager and his companions? Yes; we went 
along the second cross-cut down to the bord on the left-hand side; then we turned again to the right 
and across as far as wc could get, and made our way to the loft again, AVe could not get further in that 
direction, so wc went to the right and straight ahead.
1652. You turned off to the cross-cut and uent straight down to the cast? Yes. AVe found the men 
lying about 10 yards from the heading.
1653. Have you formed any opinion as to bow the men came to be in that position? AVell, I think they 
had gone down as far as they could, and their lamps going out for want of oil, they lost their way in 
the endeavour to get out.
1654. AVas the air in the passage where the bodies were found as pure and breathable as in the return ?
I think they were found in the returns.
1656. 1 understood you to say off the return ? Ho, 10 yards up the return.
1656. Before you went in with the search party for Younger and Howe, had Mr. Turnbull directed fresh 
air into that portion of the workings ? So far as 1 know, he did. AVe opened the stoppings and closed 
them according to his direction,
1657. Do you think his action had any influence on the character of the ventilation when you arrived at 
the bodies? I think it must have had, because wc could live in the air, and the men were dead when wo 
found them.
1658. It is a matter of conjecture as to why they were found in that position, is it not? Yes.

Plan examined for the purpose of indicating where the bodies were found. Witness is uncertain 
as to the position pointed out by Mr. Turnbull, hut he believes it to he about the spot.

1659. AVell, Mr. Duncan, the work was abandoned, and the resolution was arrived at that the mine should 
be closed up—is that so ? Yes.
1660. Did you hear anything about any stopping having been surreptitiously opened? Ho, I do not
know anything about it. *
1661. AVell, with regard to this meeting of the men. which resulted in their volunteering to put out the 
fire if the mine were re-opened—do you know anything about that ? It was reported to me. I think 
it. was Archie Durie who told mo that the men were up at the pit, and were going to volunteer to put 
the fire out; 1 said I would do my best to assist with the others ; I was not present when it was put to 
the meeting, but I understood that the miners were to take the matter into their own hands, and that 
if they succeeded in putting the fire out they would be compensated by the Company. I agreed to go 
with the majority. After we obtained permission to re-open the tunnel we assembled and took the
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J®** shifts. There were eight men in each shift, I think; I was one of the first, and there were four men
J. Duncan. pic^e^ for leaders.

6/MftA'l886 Who picked them ? I do not know. They were down in the tunnel, and four men were called in;
y’ I think Kirkwood and Gibson were among the number, I forget the others. The leaders took no more 

special interest in the work than the men.
1663. In doing this work, did you agree to take whatever risk attended it? Well, I knew what the 
work was, but apprehended no danger; I knew that the only thing to contend against was the smoke.
1664. Did you not consider that in putting out the fire some danger might arise ? It never struck mo.
1665. At the same time you took your own risk ? Oh, yes; I consider that I was running ray own 
risk.
1666. Well, the miners having arranged their own work, did the owners show any concern for their 
safety ? I think the men had it nearly all their own way, working the thing in a practical manner; the 
owners were in occasionally. I do not think they apprehended an)’ danger. Mr. Gell was right in the 
midst of it, and if he had apprehended any danger I suppose he would not have been there.
1667. Did they counsel you not to run any risk ? Yes. Mr. Wilton said he would rather lose the mine 
than ever hear of a man’s head being hurt.
1668. Did you obtain all the materials you required for carrying out the operations? Yes, we had 
everything we wanted.
1669. Well, the work proceeded in this methodical manner till yon got down and approached the 
neighbourhood of the boiler, did it not ? Yes.
1670. When you approached the boiler and the cross-roads at Tyndall’s heading, what appearence did the 
tunnel present ? It was quite clear behind; sometimes there was a little smoke in the roof.
1671. There was a fall opposite the boiler ? Yes, a heavy fall.
1672. Do you think it blocked the air-course? Yes, 1 think it did to a certain extent.
1673. Did you keep both furnaces going? Yes, and obtained plenty of air for the purpose of our 
operations. In fact when we put on the second furnace it turned the flame of the lamp. We directed 
our operations to Tyndall’s heading, because we saw we could get a direct return for the air. There was 
a fire in Tyndall’s heading. The stopping was 10 yards off the main tunnel; we put the hose on to it; and 
opened the stopping at the mouth or Tyndall’s heading, which gave us relief, the smoke passing round to 
the furnance.
1674. Did you see any fire at the large fall in the main tunnel ? Yes, we saw some fire there.
1675. What did you see at the boiler ? We saw fire on the right-hand side of the boiler.
1676. Did you observe any fire to the left-hand in the old workings ? Not just then.
1677. When did you observe it ? A day or two after that a man named Hyde said he could see fire in 
that direction. There was a stopping down about 9 yards hack from the boiler.
1678. Was tins on the main tunnel? Yes. We did not see any fire that time; but the next shift 
opened the stoppings and applied the hose, and, as we thought, put out the fire. A day or two after that 
a fire was discovered further up the heading. Of course it was opened in the same manner Tops were 
cut down and the hose played upon it, but without effect.
1679. Was that fire still burning when the fatal catastrophe occurred? Yes, so far as I know.
1680. Dp to this time, was every precaution taken for your safety? Oh, yes, but I could not see any 
danger. The only thing I saw to be rather afraid of was the roof.
1681. Did you take precautions to ascertain the condition of the roof ? Yes; we had a long iron rod to 
sound it, and put props in occasionally to support it.
1682. Did the Inspectors of Mines visit you? Yes, and remained with us two or three hours at a time.
1683. Then you have no complaint to make of the Inspectors of Mines so far as the performance of their 
duties went? No ; so far as I know they did everything they could to put the fire out, and they used to 
caution the men occasionally. I quite believe they performed their duty.
1684. Coming to the catastrophe, can you tell ns about that ? Well, when the men were engaged 
{jutting the canvas up to carry the air into the main tunnel, 1 had just relieved William Mantle about 
five minutes previously. He said, “ Some of you boys come to the pump,’’ and 1 went to the hose. The 
men behind me were putting the bratticing on. I was just going to shout to the men to knock off, as we 
were going to have something to eat, when I heard somebody shout, and turning round I saw some canvas 
fall away, and the men shouted to me to run. Then the other brattice gave way. The steam from the 
fire used to play on the brattice, which was smoking and hot, and it fell on my arm. It came away on the 
top of me, burning me, and I could not fight my way through, hut I managed to get out and run against 
the pump ; then a rush of air came through, and I got down on my knees and crawled along.
1685. Was it a strong rush of wind? It was. Before the rush of wind 1 heard a noise like a dead sort 
of report, something Eke a cannon going off at a good distance; that was followed by another noise, hut not 
so loud. By this time I was making tracks for the skips.
1685a. What did you think these two reports were caused by ? I had no time to think about reports or 
anything else.
1686. As you proceeded up the tunnel, what took place next ? When I got up Norwood was feeling for 
the rapper-wire in the tunnel; he said, I! I cannot find this wire” (the signal wire), and I jumped into 
the last skip beside Buzza. The men were shouting that the tunnel mouth was closed in.
1687. Why did they think that ? 1 did not think much about it. The air was not very bad then. I 
passed Norwood sitting on the road. At this time choke-damp was coming in very strong down the 
tunnel. 1 was crawling on my hands and knees as well as I could, getting weaker every moment. Then 
I came to Mantel, Bowe, and Buzza; Mantel was gasping for breath; he was pleading with Howe and 
Buzza not to leave him. 1 went past, and had struggled about 20 yards further, when Mantel 
said : “ I cannot go on; I am done.” Eowe said, “ 1 am done, too.” 1 was creeping along as fast as I 
could, but at last I felt that I could not go any further. I told Eowe to lay aside out of the way. Finally 
I got hold of the rope, and I knew no more till 1 got outside. The skips went by, and I tried to grasp 
the last one, hut I could not get up. I got hold of the rope again, and I held on till the skips stopped. I 
received a good supply of air from underneath the skips. At last, after a great trouble, I met 
Campbell proceeding down the tunnel; I told him that the men were down there; then someone took me 
out of the tunnel mouth.
1688. You say the rush of air was preceded hy two reports ? Yes; there was a report first, then a rush 
of adr, then another report.
1689. What position of the mine did they come from ? They came down the tunnel. 1690,
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1690.
1691.
1692.
1693.
1694.
1695.

Can you say which side of the tunnel? No. ,
"Was the rush of air attended by any flash or flame ? T never saw anything of the kind.
Did some of the force get expended about the boiler ? Tea. _
In proceeding up the tunnel, did you see any red-hot coals ? Yes, in two places.
Opposite where ? I cannot say that. ,
Was there a large quantity of live coal? There were three or four pieces scattered over the

1696. Can you ascribe that rush of air to any cause? Well, the only reason I could give is that there 
must have been an explosion.
1697. How do you know it proceeded from an explosion ? I cannot prove it. _
1698. In your experience in mining, have you ever seen the eSects of a heavy fall have you ever felt a 
heavy wind blast ? Yes, 1 have, at Home, at Westwood ; everything fell before the rush of wind; the 
lights were blown out, but there was no black-damp.
1699. Have you ever seen any gas in this mine ? Never. _ _
1700. When you stated that an explosion occurred, that is only your opinion? Yes. ^
1701. Did you ever think of the possibility of its being due to a heavy fall of rock? Vcs, that might 
have been the cause of it.
1702. Have you ever heard of pillars being taken out to the left tunnel? No. ,r r ^
1703. Do you know whether the pillars to the left of the tunnel have been robbed or split? No; I have
not been down there at all.
1704. It is a strong roof, I believe ? Yes. ... . . .
1705. Does the fact that you have not seen gas in this mine raise doubts in your mind as to the improb
ability of an explosion having taken place? Well, so far as I am concerned, I thought that perhaps a fall 
had taken place on the left-hand side, which would have a tendency to prevent the smoke going away, and 
it caused it to accumulate behind, and then perhaps a fall came and burnt through the stoppings.
1706. But would a fall, forcing smoke out through the stoppings, constitute an explosion ? I do not 
know that it would constitute an explosion; I never saw any explosive gas in that mine.
1707. Do you think explosive gas could exist in the proximity of a fire ? I do not know.
1708. Do you know whether fire-damp will explode when a light is applied to it ? ^ Yes, I know that.
1709. Do you know whether it is likely or possible for fire-damp to exist in proximity to a large under
ground fire and not explode? Yes, up to a certain time,
1710. Have you ever seen or known smoke to explode? No.
1711. Have yon ever seen or known smoke to he used to put out a fire ? No.
1712. Do you know that it is done ? I should think it might be.
1713. Would choke-damp put out fire? I think it would. _
1714. Then if smoke is composed, for the greater part, of choke-damp, do you think it would be likely to
put out a fire ? Yes, if in sufficient quantity. ’
1715. Do you think this accident could have been foreseen or prevented ? No, I do not. _ ,
1716. Do you think, from the care and anxiety that the manager and inspectors were showing for your
safety, that they would have been likely to forewarn you of danger if they had supposed it to exist ? 
Certainly. T ,, ,
1717. Mr. UTeilson.] Was the first rush of mud you experienced perfectly fresh ? Well, I could scarcely 
tell as to that, owing to my being entangled in the canvas; but when I got outside of it I thought it was 
like Paradise.
1718. That is, you judge hy comparison ? Yes. _
1719. After the second rush you found the black-damp, or whatever it was, coming down upon you? Yes, 
mixed with the fresh air, until wo got to the skips.
1720. How many stoppings were blown out ? I was in the dark, and could not see anything.
1721. It was the out-by stoppings that were blown out, was it not? Yes. _ _
1722. Mr. Usher.'] Do I understand you to say that you never saw fire-damp in the colliery you worked
in at Home ? Well, 1 was only a boy at the time. _
1723. Did they not use safety-lamps ? They used Jordie lamps with the lamp inside.
1724. Mr. Jones?\ Have yon any knowledge of pillars being taken out in the direction where you heard 
the report coming from ? Not in the least.
1725. Mr. Davies.] Could they have been taken out without your knowing it? Oh, yes; I had not been
working there at all. _
1726. Mr. Jone.s,] What was the size of the pillars where you were working? About 20 yards.
1727. Mr. Swinburn.] Did yon ever see any one bord holing into another? No; they were just about 
the usual size, 20 yards.
1728. Mr. Usher A Were they never less than that ? They were not exact to a foot.
1729. Mr. Jones.] If the bords exceeded their width, was there any complaint made ? Yes; some of the
men were taken off occasionally for doing so.
1730. Mr. Davies.] Who controlled the operations when you went to the pit? The Company gave power,
I. think, to Mr. Campbell to instruct. _
1731. Well, did he control operations? To a certain extent he did; but ho knew that he could do nothing
in the case, as the men understood exactly what to do. _
1732. Do you mean to say that the men did what they thought proper, or did the loader of the shift 
control the shift ? AVell, he was working the same as the other men ; all they had to do was to carry the 
canvas in. Every man was anxious to proceed with the work,
1733. Did the inspectors watch over your safety ? Yes. _
1734- No once forced you to enter the mine? No ; I went in with the majority.
1735. Previous to this, did you ever have any conversation with the inspectors as to the safety of the
undertaking ? ]. never said anything to them more than passing the lime of day ; they could do nothing
in the case whatever. _ _ _ _
1736. Do you know who the men were who went as a deputation to the proprietors to ask permission to 
re-open the mine ? Archibald Durie was one, and there were some others whom I do not recollect.
1737. Then there was no pressure brought to bear upon vou ? No, none whatever.
1738. Then if anything had happened to yon you would have had none to blame but yourself? Well, we 
never dreamt of anything; but I suppose we took whatever risk there might, be.

Mr
J. Duncan.

6 May, 1886.
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Mr..
J. Duncan.

6 May, 1880.

1739. Mr. Usher.'] Did you never expect to get any pay ? After tlie first dav or two 1 did.
1740. Did you ever work in the in-by side of tlie boiler ? Yes. ^
1741. Did you ever observe any smoke in the mam air-course? Yo ; I never was in the air-course on 
the other side.

Itohert Davies sworn and examined :—
Mr.R, Davies, 1742.

----- '---- . 1743.
S May, 1886. 1744,

1745.
1746.
1747.
1748.
1749.
1750.
1751.
1752. 
.1753.
1754.
1755.
1756.

President.] What is your occupation ? I am an innkeeper at present.
But before that, what was your business or occupation ? I was a miner.
How long ago is that ? Two years ago, to the very day.
Whore did you work at that time ? In the Lithgow Valley Colliery.
In what capacity ? I was deputy under John Doig. ‘
Who succeeded you ? Mr. Passmore.
Were you deputy when the underground boiler was put hi ? 1 was.
Did you superintend the operations? Only hy instructions from the manager.
What instructions did you receive ? He was there all the time attending to it himself.
Was the boiler placed in an ordinary bord ? Yes.
Did yon lift the bottom coal ? Yo ; the bottom coal was not lifted.
Did you protect the boilers from the pillars ? Yo
How was the smoke conducted from the boiler ? At first it came out and struck against the roof. 
Did you take down the top ? Yo.
Then it struck the top ? Yes; and lie thought it advisable to have earthenware to run the smoke 

to the water. There were about 10 feet square of the roof taken down where the smoke came out of the 
mouth at that time.
1757. How long was the boiler in operation before you ceased to act as deputy ? About eighteen months,
1758. Did you consider that boiler safe ? Yo, I did not.
1759. Did you mention your opinion to Doig? I said we would have bother with it.
1760. What did he snv ? He said he did neC f

Yes; two fires occurred.
1760. What did he say ? He said ho did not think so.
1761. Did any fire occur in your time about the boiler ?
1762. When was that ? I cannot give the date.
1763. Where did the fires occur ? In the slack. Sparks from the flue dropped on the soot and kindled 
it. That is how I account for the fire.
1764. Did you ever travel fhe return way from the end of the clay pipes to the furnace? Yo ; not these
past five or six years, because it was so full of water. "
1765. Alight that water not rise aud cut off tlie air return? Yo ; because it would run to the other work
ings before it got high enough to do any damage that way. There were about 20 inches or 2 feet 
between the water and roof.
1766. Do you think that that was a good way to conduct the return-way across water ? YTo; I did not 
think it was.
1767. Could you not have made a return air-wav parallel to and nearer the tunnel ? Yes; it could havo 
been taken alongside tbe tunnel to within H chain of the boiler.
1768. Where did you learn your business, Air. Davis? In the Yewcaatle district and here.
1769. Then you were never a miner in the old country ? Yo, never.
1770. You have had no exporience of fire or choke damp or any gas given off in mines, have you, Air.
Davis ? I have experienced black-damp in that collierv. Itcnme from the out-let running into Brown’s 
colliery. ‘
1771. Out of the encroachment ? Yes.
1772. Does the water flow from the Lithgow Yalley mine to Eskbank ? Yot very freelv.
1773. Do you know whether any pillars were taken out on tbe left-hand side tunnel ? Yes.
1774. About what area would you say ? About K- chain or 2 chains.
1775. How many pillars were taken out? About three pillars.
17/6. AVas that any distance from the boiler or tunnel? [Elan examined, and witness pointed out tbe 
locality.] A short distance to the north and west of the pillar the tops have fallen over a eonsiderablo 
area.

[Examination of plan continued, and witness, in pointing out tho course of the air-way, indicates a 
spot, about 60 yards from the left-hand furnace, where the water rises to within 12 inches of the 
roof.]

1777. Did you consider this mine a dangerous one to work in ? Yo, I did not.
1778. Have vou ever seen any gas in this mine ? Yo; I have not seen any gas—only black-damp.
1779. Yes, that is in all mines. Was this a well-ventilated mine in your time ? Yes.
1780. Did you ever make any complaint as to ventilation ? Yo.
1781. Did you ever receive any complaint from the men ? Occasionally; hut whatever might he com
plained of would he rectified in a few minutes.
1782. Then there was no serious complaint? Yo, none whatever.
1983. Did the Government inspectors pay you visits in vour time? Yes.
1784. Who were the Government inspectors ? 1 believe they were Mr. Dixon, Mr. Lewis, and Air. 
Eowan.
1785. Did they make a minute inspection of the mine? Yes; they inspected all they could.
1786. Was your attention ever drawn to the furnnee, as to whether it was of ample capacity, for example ? 
The furnace that is worked from the boiler does not interfere with the ventilation at all.
1787. As to the other one ? There was ample capacity in that.
1788. Have you ever been in any other mines in the district ? Yo.
1789. .When did you resume your connection with this colliery? Did you come to the colliery when you 
heal'd an accident had occurred ? Yes; I came to see Doig when I heard that lie was alive. While I was 
there Mr. Gell and AVilton gave me orders to go into the mine and do what I could.
1/90. Did they tell you Air. Turnbull was in the mine ? Yes ; and I was to get the plan from him, as T 
would know all the roads better than he could possibly do by tho plan. I went in and met Mr. Turnbull 
and asked him for the plan, hut he would not give it to me. I told him that I had been instructed to do 
the best I could under the circumstances, and that I would give him help to the best of my ability.

. ’ 1/91.
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I did not know what his

]STo; he told me to go down. 

I opened the furnace*door

Xl^did^u do W" I h^ing, to where Iho was accumulating,

m3 W^tSyrdotheu? *V fe fire .0,lt wl’eut£
smoko accumulated in my own time. We found that the rigid-hand furnace was stronger in power than 
the little one; 1 got to the back of the furnace, opened the doors, leaving the air to come out m that w y,
so as to give the other a chance. ...
1794. You thought the fire was behind the boiler f lies, i did.
1795 When was this previous occasion yon refer to ? About two and a half years ago. .
1796' How did you discover that fire ? i accidentally went in on the Sunday and found smoke in the mam
heading, the same as this time. 0 i. ■ ~
1797. How far up did it come on that occasion ? About 2-^ or 3 chains up.
1795. Then it did not come np so far as on this occasion? No. ,
1799 Well what did you do then to put out the former fire? T. opened the doors of the right-hand 
furnace and stirred iii/thc fires in the left-hand furnace, and 1 found that it drew away the smoke, and 
that I was enabled to1 get down, and we then put water on the fire; it was at the end of the pipes, about
30 feet down. , . . , .
1800 Was it a large fire ? There was about a ton of slack burning. , ,
1801. Did you find much difficulty in putting it out? No, not much ; wc had a pumping engine, and
used that to throw water ou it. „ ., , , £ -l
1802. How long did it take you to extinguish it? About a couple ot hours. ^ . n
1803 Very well, coming to the last occurrence, I believe you took upon yourself the responsibility of 
undoing What Mr. Turnbull had done ? Yes; f was instructed to do so.
180-4. AVere you instructed to go contrary to Mr. Turnbull s instructions.
instructions were. T ,,,
1805. 1 thought vou said tlie plans were with him ? lea, so 1 did.
1806. Did Mr. Gell tell you to take the power out of Mr. Turnbull s hands f
and do the best T could. 9
1807. However, you took down a stopping on the right-hand side, I beueve. - , ,
and pulled the canvas off the stopping at No. 2 cross-cut to send the air by the nearest cut.
1808 Had the men been got out at this time ? This was 3 or 4 o clock m the afternoon.
1809. Do you know whether considerable progress had been made m putting down the smoke?
smoke was in tlie same place as on the Sunday, according to the men ™orc- ,
1810. Mr. Turnbull tells us that tlie smoke proceeded down at the rate of 40 yards an hour, and when he 
came at 8 o’clock in the morning he was within 3 chains of the boiler ? I wall show you the exact spot
wffiere iVwas. to the plan, stated that when he arrived at 3 o’elock m the

afternoon the smoke stood in the main tunnel at about 10 chains from the fire, and that he
took upon himself the responsibility of opening the door of the right-hand furnace, and of
opening the canvas in front of No. 1 cross-cut, and thus cutting off the ftirfrom the mine; at 
the same time he stirred and put fresh coals ou the left-hand furnace. Witness explained 
that this was the mode ho had adopted at the first fire, two and a half years ago, to clear the 

• f okeH
1811 AVhen you extinguished the former fire, did it ever occur to you that it would be prudent to 
remove the slack where it occurred ? The manager was with me in the works extinguishing the fire.
1812. Yes, but did it ever occur to you that it would be prudent to do so ? I thought it would be advis
able to shift the slack. ,, y "I J ‘ J i.
1813. Did you say anything to this effect to the manager ? IN o, J did not , .
1814. I cannot understand you people at all ? Tlie manager urns present with me at the time, and didmot

1815. Did you think this wfas a dangerous boiler after that ? AV ell, J think it is a dangerous boiler to he

181 (h^AYould the tops remaining there be a source of danger ? At the end of the pipes they were pulled
down to tlie rocks: that was where the flue canie out. n mi j
1817. Where were the ashes put that you drew' from the furnace? They w'ere drenched and put ou
1818. ' AVere they not taken out of the mine ? No; they were put on the road m°8%-
1819. Did you consider there was any danger from the ashes being accumulated. No danger was
ISaO^lsttfat; all you know' about the accident? Did the inspectors say anything when they discovered

what you had done ? They censured me. t i
1821. Did yon offer any defence ? Yes; X offered the same defence I have offered now, that I had been
instructed to go into the mine and do what I could in the light of my experience.
1822. Did Mr. Turnbull say anything ? Yes; he censured mo m the same way.
1823. AVhat wras done after your action was discovered ? I cannot tell what was done when 1 was not m 
the mine; I only know- that .1 went away when they censured me,
1824. Did you ever return to the mine? No. , . r,
1825. Mr. Davie/;.] Did Mr. Gell or Mr. AVilton say anything to you about taking dowm the stopping f
No. neither of them.
1826. Did they see you? They knew about it, I suppose. , ,
1827 Mr Jones]] Does not the water flow up under the pipes you have spoken of ? Had the water not 
been there, would not the fire have taken a greater hold ? AVell, yes, provided it had enough time it
would have spread over a larger area. ^ i t
1828. Did you ever see the colliery plans while you w'ere deputy under Doig ? Acs, dozens of times.
1829. Did Hoig do his own surveying ? Yes. .
1830. AVas there anybody else?” No; excepting Mr. Gell on one occasion,
1831°rlHave^vo11 anv knowledge of the pillars near No. 2 cross-cut ? Passing through the pillars where 
the men Aere found, were those pillars all right ? Ves, the pillars were all right there,* opposite where 
the smoke was at the time the roof was down on the right-hand side. 1»32.

Mr.R. Davies’ 

6 May, 1886.
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MoRpATies. 1832. Mr. Swinlmrn.'] Did you ever have any conrorsatioii at all about the returns? Iso; I took my 
ftMalSSei ^nstruc'fcions> an,i did no more.

v’ ■ 1833. Did you ever have a conversation with the management or manager about the return from the 
furnace to the boiler ? No, not exactly a conversation.
1834. Still you were not satisfied. "Why did you not report to some official about it. Did you not think 
it was your duty ? 1. did report it to the manager, and that was all I could do.
1835. Then you did report it ? Yes ; I reported it to the manager.
1836. Mr. lSreiUon?A Assuming that it is considered necessary to drown out this fire, when the water is 
put on a level sufficiently high for that purpose, would it not also flood out the Eskbank Colliery ? The 
water must rise more than 17 or 18 inches at least before it flows over to Eskbank Colliery.
1837. Is the Eskbank mine to the dip of the Lithgow Valley Colliery? Yes.'" {Dictated hj 
President.)

[On examination of plan. From the encroachment made on the Lithgow Valley side from Esk
bank there is a narrow heading driven down along the boundary to join another heading 
that at a previous time had been driven up towards tbis encroachment. The water in this 
boundary road stands within 17 inches of a point where it would run into and inundate the 
Eskbank Colliery.]

1838. Mr. Gurley.'] When you met Sir. Turnbull after going into the mine there appeared to be a dis
agreement between yon. Did it not occur to you that the best thing to do under tho circumstances would 
have been to go out again and consult the proprietors, considering that Mr. Turnbull was in charge ? I 
did not know that he was in charge.
1839. W hen he would not give up the plan, did it not occur to you that the best thing to do would be 
to go out ? I tried to save the mine.

' HOirAL COMMISSION ON COIXIEEIES—MINUTES OE ETIDENCE.

FRIDAY, 1 MAY, 1886.

Ptesmt;—
The PRESIDENT, 
Mb. ESHER,
Mb. THOMAS, 
Mb. NEILSON,

Me. SWLNBURN, 
Mb. CURLEY, 
Mb. DAVIES,.
Mb. JONES.

Robert Grant sworn and examined—
President.] What are you ? I am a miner.
How long have you been occupied in that calling ? Twenty-one years.
Where ? Most of the time in Scotland.
Have you ever had any experience of fire-damp ? Yes; I have worked where there has been fire- 
for over fourteen years.
Have you ever actually experienced it? Yes; while I was working in a large colliery in the 

Monckland district.
1845. How long have you been employed in this colliery ? Seven years, most of the time in the Lithgow 
Valley mine, and ten months at Eskbank colliery.
1846. As an experienced miner, have you observed any material difference in the mode of conducting the 
workings in Eskbank colliery and in the Lithgow Valley mine? No, I have not.
1847. Do you consider the Lithgow Valley colliery a safe or an unsafe mine ? I considered it safe during
the time I was there, but I have not been there during these last fourteen months, having been laid up 
with rheumatic fever. ‘
1848. Had you any fault to find or any complaint to make in regard to the ventilation ? Once or twice I 
had occasion to complain about the ventilation at Tyndall’s heading, hut the matter was remedied the 
next day.
1849. Was it a serious complaint ? AVell, I do not know what you would call a serious complaint. It 
is not nice to work in the midst of bad air.
1850. Did you ever see fire-damp in the Lithgow Valley mine ? No.
1851. If fire-damp existed in the mine, where would be the most likely spot to find it ? It would always 
be found in the highest level.
1852. AVhile engaged at the Lithgow Valley mine, did you ever work to the left or north side of the 
tunnel ? Yes; 1 have worked on both sides, from the top flat right down towards the lower level.
1853. Is the top flat situated to tlie rise of or above the underground boiler? Yes,
1854. Does the top flat approach the Eskbank boundary on the left-hand side ? Yes; and goes forward 
to the boundary.
1855. You have heard of the encroachment, that is the communication between Eskbank and the Lithgow 
Valley mine, have you not ? Yes,
1856. Do you know whether the encroachment came from Eskbank or the Lithgow Valley mine ? I dc 
not think it came from Eskbank, for I have heard it said that Doig wanted a place to take his water away.
1857. Do you know the size of the pillars in this mine ? I do not think there are any two of one size.
1858. AVTiat is the largest size? Some of the pillars, I believe, measure 16 yards, while others only 
measure 4 yards; some are larger and some are smaller. This is the case all through the left-hand 
workings. Some of the pillars, I believe, only measure 3 feet,
1.859. Do you know whether the pillars were taken out for a. eonsiderablo area from the left-hand side of 
the tunnel ? I know a good many were taken out.
1860. Do you not think it an extraordinary thing that some pillars should be as much as 16 yards, and 
others in the vicinity only 3 feet ? 1 had nothing to do with that.
1861. But was it not an extraordinary proceeding ? AVell, I should not have done it.
1862. Was this area of pillars that yon speak of as taken out contiguous to the Eskbank boundary ? Yes.
1863. Were any pillars taken out close to the main tunnel? Not that I am aware of.
1864. Have you ever known any of these large pillars being afterwards split ? Yes.

Mr. R. Grant. 1840.
-- ------- v 1841.

7 May, 1886. yg42.
1843. 
damp
1844.

1865.
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1865. Have you split them ? Yes ; we split the pillars 7 or 8 yards, the width of the working bord. Mr. B. Grant.
1866. Did you work during tho operation of putting out the fire P No.
1867. Have you ever heard of any falls occurring iu the situation to which you have been referring, that ‘ l88b*
is, when you were working in the mine? There was one heavy fall close to where I was working about
three years ago. Coal came away to the rock.
1868. If a strong body of rock broke, would it break suddenly? No; it would give you some warning.
You would generally hear a crashing sound before the fall. ,
1869. You are positive then that for a considerable area of the north workings the pillars have been 
systematically left of small size? Yes ; I have seen two men working opposite to one another and holing 
through.
1870. What part was that? More to tho right-hand side of Tyndall’s heading, about 60 yards from the 
main heading.
1871. Then the pillars are left with more care now than they were some time back ? Yes.
1872. Have you ever seen signs of the pillars crushing ? No.
1878. Mr. Nrihon.^ Has you experience been confined to Scotland and tbe Lithgow Yalley mine? Yes.
1874. What was the nature of the coal you worked in Scotland, bard or soft? Both bard and soft.
1875. Did you work pillar or stall ? 1 have worked both long wall and pillar. '
1876. This is a very open seam. 1 believe? Yes.
1877. Concerning the statement as to the late manager Doig driving towards Eskbank to get rid of the 
wa+er—had they any means of pumping the water in the Lithgow Yalley mine ? They had this boiler 
for pumping tbe wrater np from the main beading to the lower workings.
1878. Was that water pumped to the surface ? No; it never came to the surface. '
1879. Do you know if this pump was constantly kept goiug ? It was kept going when it would work, 
hut sometimes it would not work for as long as four or five hours at a stretch.
1880. Seeing that the water was not pumped to the surface, where would it go to? It would flow to Eak- 
bank.
1881. You are quite certain that pillars have been taken out on the left-hand side ? Yes.
1882. ilfr. Jones.'] You say these places were driven to Eskbank for tbe express purpose of getting rid of 
the water? Yes; it was the common talk among the miners at the time.
1888. Was this done before the straight-down road was troubled with water? No; it was afterwards.
1884. Then do you only learn this from talk that took place among the miners? No; there were men. 
working night and day at it.
1885. Mr. Davies^] And were the Eskbank people aware of it ? That I cannot say.
1886. Mr. Curley.] Was tbis communication with Eskbank that you have spoken about made prior to the 
erection of the boiler ? Yes.
1887. Mr. Jones.] How long? I cannot say how long.
1888. Then how do you trace the express purpose that Doig had in getting rid of the water when no boiler 
was erected? There was a pump connected with a spindle of tho fly-wheel, and when an engine was 
going it pumped the water from the main heading.
1889. Mr. Neihon.] What was the character of the roof above the top-coal ? Strong rock.
1890. Mr. Curley'] Do you know the nature of the return from the boiler up to the left-hand furnace up
cast ? I cannot tell the state of it at present; it never was in a good state. I do not think anyone 
could travel it properly, because it was rull of water, and in some places we bad to cut the top-coal to leave 
sufficient space for the air to pass.
1891. Supposing a large fall had. taken place, do you tliink that a very large displacement of air could 
have come from that quarter between the boiler and the left-hand furnace up-cast onto the main tunnel?
No, I do not see how it was possible.
1892. President.] Could an explosion havo come? Yes.
1898. Are you aware that fire has never been traced within 7 or 8 or 10 chains of that? I do not 
know that.
1894. If you were told it was so, would you alter your opinion? I do not know how that could be told.
1895. But there were men down there, and you were not? Well, 1 do not know,
1896. Mr. Neilson,.] Assuming it to have been an explosion, where would the generated gas, when it was 
ignited, go to? It would go about the workings, I suppose, but the flame might go round about and still 
not go near tbe men.
1897. President.] Indeed, whai is the usual course of an explosion? Always against the air.
1898. If you were told that in this case it camo with the air, would you see reason to alter your opinion? .
I cannot say, I am sure.
1899. The evidence goes to show that the force of the blast came down the main tunnel? The force of 
the explosion came out of the mouth of the tunnel.
1900. Did you see it? My own father tolls me he was pitched out 50 or 60 yards.
1901. Your father was an overman? Yes, -
1902. You have formed a very decided opinion without sufficient data? It is only my own opinion, and 
every man is allowed to have an opinion of his own,
1903. Mr. Curley.] Do you know whether Doig or any other person in the mine went on the top of this 
largo fall you speak of as being uear tbe encroachment in order to ascertain whether there was anything 
like explosive gas there? Not that I am aware of.

William Hammond sworn and examined :—
1904. President.] What is your oecupation ? I am a wheel-roller by trade, but a miner by occupation. Mr.
1905. Were you employed at the Lithgow Yalley Colliery ? Yes, for three years; I was engaged as a W.Hammond.
drayman. * "
1906. Had you any previous experience of coal-working ? No; 1 was never in a mine before that one. 7 May, 188#.
1907. What do you know about the first accident—where were you ? I was going to work at 4 o’clock in 
the morning to hale water. I went inside the tunnel as far as I could, but I was stopped by the smoke, 
and returning went to the day boss, Mr. Passmore, and told him there was something wrong. He saidhe 
was aware of it, that he had been in there, and that I was to go in and fire tho furnace.
1908. Did you do so ? Yes, I went in and fired the furnace, as he told me.

1909
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Mr, 1009. Did you know then that Mr. Doig and his companions were inside the mine? ?fotuntil breakfast 
W.Hammond. tjme , ^ was a good bit afterwards ; I cannot say what time it was exactly; there was then a party m 

search of them, consisting of Hopkins, Itodham, and Norwood. , .
7 May, 1886.19K), And where did you go ? Wc went into the second cross-cut aud got m the air-way and travelled 

down a good distance." I then told my companions that X would not go any further, as X had been in the 
furnace where the gas was strong, and felt weak. . , -
1911. How many pillars down from tho cross-cut did you go ? X. cannot say exactly about a T ox a muc,
1912. ̂ Amd then you returned ? Yes, I returned thou and went to look after the furuace again. 1 fired
the furuace as long as I could, and found X was obliged to go out. _ l r , . ,
1913. Mr. Davies] At what time did you speak to Mr. Passmore? It was getting on towards o o clock.
He said he had been there all night and felt sick. _ _
1914. Did you see Bobert Drurie in the mine ? I saw him just as I came out of the cross-cut.
1915. Did you have any conversation with him ? Yes; he remarked to me, “ You should not have gone 
in there, as I have been in and fell down three times myself."

80 JIOYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES—MINUTES OP ETIDENCE.

Mr. G.

7 May, 1886.1918- 
• 1919.

1920.
1921.
1922. I cannot say exactly how long

Saturday; 1 do not remember

George Hall sworn and examined:—
Hall. 1916. President] What is yonr occupation ? I am a miner.

1917. How long have you been a miner? About eight years now. _
Where have you been working lately ? In Lithgow l1 alley Colliery.
Have you ever been out of the district? Yes.
Where, and in what part ? I was employed in Bundemoona, on the Southern lane.
As a miner? Yes, as n coaLminer; and also at Eingwood.

____How long have you been working in tbe Lithgow Yalley Colliery
I have been working there.
1923. Well, about how long? About eight months, perhaps.
1924. Were you employed as a coal-getter ? Yes.
1925. When were you last iu the Lithgow Yalley Colliery ? It was on
the date. , ■ -n n .t i1926. Was it on February 14 ? I cannot say what date ; I believe it was some day in 1< ebruary thongu.
1927. ‘When did yon leave the mine on that day ? About 5'40 pun. My father, Buzza, and Biddle were
with me. I came straight through the main tiinnel. I was working through the south, aud on going up 
the tunnel I recollect passing the underground boiler. , . .
1928. Did you observe anything in there ? Whcu I left my bord to go out there was smoke on tins side 
of my bord. I said to father, “ What is this; I never knew anything like this before. h ather said ho 
did not know. I then came along, and when we came to the flat we had to make way in order to get out,
1929. Was tlie ventilation good at this time? Yes, but it was carrying smoke with it, and I had never
observed smoke in that situation before, 7, .
1930. In coming along the tunnel, did the air still contain smoke ? Yes; I wont to the boiler-door and had a
look in, and there seemed to be smoke coming over the top from the flue. It seemed to be coining through 
the door on the left-hand side. ,
1931. Was the smoke dense there ? I did not take a great deal of nolice.
1932. Did you think it was unusual ? 1 cannot say; 1 was never in that place before.
1933. Did your father and Mr. Buzza go into the boiler? 1 do not know; they went ahead ot us. V\ e
had no skip to fill. I do not think my father did go into the boiler; he was a little sick. I haic never
seen smoke in the main tunnel upon any previous occasion, and I used to go past every night and every
morning. I did not pass the boiler during the eight months because 1 was employed m tlie cross-cuts.
1934. What took place after you had seen this smoke in the boiler? After I had looked m there 1 came 
out and it was then about five or six minutes to 6, and I saw Mr. Passmore, who ivas with a man named 
Henwood. I said to Mr. Passmore, “There is a great smoke in there, and it seems to come from the 
boiler
1935. Did you tell Mi'. Passmore that smoke extended down the main tunnel ? 1 told him it was past the
flue. He said, “ All right," and that was all that passed. 1 was on night-work at the time. _
1936. What impression did yon form when yon inspected the boiler find saw the smoke coming out from
behind it? I never took any more notice of it. _ , , i -i ia a
1937. Did you not form auy impression as to whether it was something coming from the boiler itseir, ana
that there was a certain reason for it ? I did not think a great deal about it at the time ; it w as apparently 
coming from the back of the boiler, and was of a blackish colour. „
1938. In the course of working in the mine, have you ever found reason to complain oi the ventilation r 
No ; I always had good air wherever I worked.
1939. Did you ever suspect danger from this boiler ? No.
1940. Did you ever suspect danger from the existence of any poisonous gas ? Ao.
1941. Have you had any experience of choke-damp ? 1 never saw it before this occasion.
1942. Have you ever seen fire-damp ? No, I have not. . ,
1943. With respect to this particular case, do I understand you have never had the curiosity to go into 
this boiler and see whether the coal was protected from the influence of the flames ? Ao ; the first time 
I went there was the occasion 1 have mentioned when 1 put my head through the door aud had a peep
round. _ . n . .
1944. Can you form any opinion as to the origin of this fire ? No; I never formed any particular opinion
about it. . . „
1945. Have you observed the character of the stoppings that have been put m m this colliery.
1946. Do you know what the stoppings were constructed of? Yes, of slack; I have nevei
brickwork. _ _ _
1947. Did these slack stoppings answer their purpose, so far as you know ? Yes.
1948. Do you know what kind ol: stoppings are put in the adjoining works, Eskbank 
of Chvydd ? I don’t know.
1949. Have you ever pul. in any of these stoppings ? Yes, a few,
1950. What thickness were they ? I do not know exactly; but I should say about 3 feet on the top. ^

19o1,
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1051. Of course they would he much thicker on the bottom ? Oh, yes. __
1952. Were you working at the fire when Mr. Turnbull took charge ? No.
1953. After the pit was sealed up and rc-opened again, were you one of those who were selected to work ? 
Yes.

Mr. G. Hall.

7MlyTl86e;

1931. Did you work the whole time ? Yes. _
1955. How was the work conducted, that is, what was the length of the shifts ? Six hours.
1956. How many men to each shift ? Eight. _
1957. Was there at any time a greater number than eight men in a shift ? There might have been ten,
but not more. _
1958. lYas there a leader or deputy to each shift? Yes: a leader.
1259. Do you recollect when you got down almost to the seat of the fire that you had to abandon ilie 
work for a time? 1711011 went to tbe iirc first 1 kept- away a good distance for a while till 1 could see 
what it was ; I could just sec the fire, hut did not think (here was any danger.
1960. What were you doing ? The first time,I went 1 was bratticing down with wood and canvas.
1961. Did you have ample ventilation? Yes. _ _
1962. Was tho force of ventilation sufficient to carry down the smoke ? Yes; it was sufficient to carry
everything before it; we could get down to where the fire was. • _
1963. What stopped your progress eventually ? I do not know ; I went to Sydney sifter that, and did 
not get hack till last Friday.
1961. You had 'worked down the tunnel hy means of bratticing uninl you got to Tyndall’s cross-cut, then 
something happened which caused the work to be abandoned ; don’t you know what that -was ? No. I 
don’t.
1965. Did you know the work was abandoned for a time and the G-ovornment inspectors resolved to close 
the pit up again ? Yos ; but I do not; believe J. was in at that time ; it was the shift before ours.
1966. Was everything done that ought have been done to assist; you in your progress ? Yes. _
1967. Did you get everything you wanted in the shape of material ? We got everything we required.
1963. Did you know there was any danger in undertaking a work of that description, that is, ro-opening 
the pit ? 1 did not seo any danger. _
1969. Did you think there was no danger in the appearance of the smoke on the lower flat? Yes ; until
I got up as far as the boiler. ^
1970. Do you not think there would bo danger in a, place choke-full of poisonous gas ? Well, 1 suppose there
would be : I felt a little bit uncomfortable at first, but afterwards I did net care. Tho men were anxious 
that tbe pit should be rc-opened, and there was a meeting in connection with the matter; 1 was not 
present myself, hut said 1. would go with the majority of the men. 1 believe a resolution was passed that 
the owners should bo requested to allow the men to extinguish the fire. _
1971. Were you working at Tyndall’s heading when the accident occurred ? We were working on the
left-hand side. ^ _
1972. Did you ever hear the reports of falls anywhere in that direction ? Yes ; I have heard a few falls 
at the back to tbc left of the boiler.
]973. Did they appear to be some distance from the boiler ? Yos; one or two seemed to be some dis
tance away.
1971. Were the reports very loud ? No, not very loud. It used to drive the air back a- little, also tbc 
smoke, which would come straight in our faces. I was working below tho brattice, and the smoke used 
to come up Tyndall’s heading. The pump we had been working was close to the boiler, and the fire was 
burning on tbc side of the boiler as I have mentioned ; then wc got the tops down and applied the water; 
that was the last shift wc worked ; it was on a Sunday. _ ^
1975. Were the inspectors of collieries there during the course of operations? Ves; they were there 
day and night.
1976. Who was there ? Messrs. Howan and Mackenzie.
1977. Did Mr. Eowan take an active part in superintending the operations ? Yes ; he used to be there 
pretty well all the time.
197S. Did he assist you in any way ? Yes.
1979. Did he give you orders ? Sometimes.
1980. Was Mr. Campbell there at that time ? Yos, and Messrs. Cell and Wilton.
1981. Did they give you instructions what to do ? ’They always told us to stop if we saw any danger. _
1982. Did they show much concern for your safety ? Yes ; they did everything they could, and said
they did not want to see any more lives sacrificed. _ _ _
1983. President.1 Then, from your knowledge, do you consider_ that the inspectors of collieries know 
their duties ? Yes, 1 do.
198-1. Did. they share equal risks with yourselves ? Yes.
1985. Did they ever shirk their work ? Certainly not.
1986. And they shared whatever danger there might he equally with yourself ? Yes.
1937. Has Mr. Mackenzie given you instructions ? Yes, he has in some things. I have known him to 
stop all day, and very nigh all one night. He took as active a part as the others.
1988. Then you have no fault to find or complaints to make so far as the inspectors are concerned ? 
None whavcver.
1989. They showed, in your opinion, great anxiety to further the progress of the work and to protect you 
from danger ? Yos.
1990. I understand you to say that you cannot speak as to the cause of the accident, as you were not pre
sent in the mine at tlie time ? No. I may say that I am in a Volunteer Company, and wont to Sydney 
to be present at tbe Encampment. That is why I was away at the time.
1991. Did you sec the bodies of the unfortunate men who wore killed ? Yes, I sawT all of them. I 
helped to take Mantle home.
1992. Were you one of Ihe relieving party that went in to take them mil ? No.
1993. What was the appearance of the bodies ? Did you see Hyde? _Ko : 1 did not see much of him, 
as he was quickly taken home. I saw Buzza. lie seemed to bo smothered with black-damp and 
smoke.
1994. Did you see auy evidence of burning on any of the bodies ? The only one I Saw was that of Lance
Allison. He was burned a little on his face and fingers. ’

576—L 1995.



752

^r' 1995. Jlfr. Gurlcjj.'] Describe the appearance of the burns ? His fingers looked as if they bad been
tTl burned. I believe he ivas using the hose, and possibly he got burned that wav.
" ^ *1996. Was his hair singed ? No: 1 believe not.

19S)7. Mr. Davies.'] When you came out of the pit after seeing the smoke, who was it you reported to ? 
When I came out on the Saturday there was Mr. Passmore, aud Mr. Younger with him. There were also 
two or three more present. I did not sec who they were, whether working men or not; but I told Mr. 
Passmore there was a great smoke in the tunnel, and be said, “That’s all right.”
1998. President.] Had you ever any occasion to make a complaint about the general conduct, of the
mine? No. *
1999. Mr. Gurley.] Were you among the parties who first went iu after the discovery of the smoke? 
Yes.
2000. Were the inspectors present? Yes.
2001. And the proprietors ? Yes.
2002. Did you ever hear them express an opinion as to the nature of the work ? No ; but I beard the 
inspectors and Messrs. (Tell and Wilton say that if we saw any daug<y wo were not to proceed.

JIOYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIEEIES—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

James Eowan sworn and examined:—
MrJ. Rowan, 2003, President.] What is your profession, Mr. Eowan ? I am Inspector of Collieries for tbc 

®ou^ern au<i Western Districts of the Colony of New South Wales,
* 200-1. How long have you been engaged in mining pursuits r Since J was nine years of age—about 

thirty-five years of it.
2005. Have you had exteusive experience ? Yes ; 1 have been through all branches of coal-mining, botli 
at Home and abroad.
2006. In tbe working of coal and ironstone you have had extensive experience ? Yes.
2007. In what district in the old country ? In Scotland—in Lanarkshire, Itonfrewshire, and Stirling
shire.
2008. During that time, have you had occasion to meet with fire-damp or explosive gas ? Yes; 1 have 
had a good deal of experience in fire-damp in Lanarkshire and Eenfrewshiro.
2009. How often do you inspect the mines in your districi, Air. Eowan? Every eight weeks, more or
less. '
2010. You inspect the mines every eight or nine weeks as a rule ? Yes.
2011. In the course of your professional duties you have visited Lithgow Yalley Colliery ? Yes, 1 visit
Lithgow in the regular circuit of visits. ” '
2012. _ You visit it periodically? Yes. There is an interval of eight weeks between each inspection when
all things go regularly . ’
2013. When did you make your last inspection before the first accident in Pehruarv last? On December
the 15th, ‘
2014. Then your next visit of inspection was almost duo when that accident took place ? Yes ; it. was 
just about coming round.
2015. Can you give ns the date of the first accident ? On Eobruary tlie 15th L received a telegram from
the Examiner of Coal-fields that tho Lithgow Valley Colliery was on lire, aud 1 was there next morning. 
1 got the telegram in Wollongong. I received it on the Monday, and was here on tho Tuesday, and 
went down the mine. ' ‘
2016. On your arrival I suppose you heard lliat three men had lost their lives ? Yes—Doig (the 
manager), Eowe. and Younger, ’
2017. On your arrival, what responsibility did you take ? Well. 1 took no particular responsibility, so 
far as that goes, except to go into the miue, and give assistance, to sec if ivc could heat hack file smoke. 
1 worked hand-in-hand with the other men.
2018. How long were you thus engaged ? Erom 2 o'clock till G ou the Tuesday morning.
20]9. At that time—6 o’clock—what agreement was arrived at? It was agreed upon by tlie proprie
tors that it would he better to close up the mine.
2020. Did you agree with them ? Yes.
2021. Aud fieeordingly the mine was closed up, ] suppose? 'Well, not at that time. Air. Turnbull, the 
Manager of the Yale of Clwydd Colliery, waited on Air, Dixon, the Inspector for tho Northern District, 
and myself, and said that the men of the Lithgow ATalley Colliery were very anxious that they should be 
allowed to go up the No. 2 cross-cut; and after he had laid down his plan in connection v ith the method 
to he employed in getting up there, he said lie only required six hours in which to accomplish the task. 
AVe agreed to allow him to make the trial, limiting tho time to the six hours he bad asked for. His object 
was to get up to the face of No. 2 cross-cut in order to see what difficulties there might be in the way of 
putting up a stopping there.
2022. That is practically what has been done now ? Yes.
2023. Did you have any power to stop him from doing so? No; when pressure was put upon us we 
agreed that the six hours’ time should be allowed for the trial, aud Air. Alackenzie and myself stood there 
to see that 4,000 cubic feet of air passed up the cross-cut from the main tunnel. At tho same time we 
had two men watching whore the smoke was, to see if it came back at all.
2024. Then, Mr. Eowan, what did you do? Well, he went up, and I kept watch with Air. Alackenzie at 
the cross-cut. I think he (Turnbull) was away about half-an-hour when I heard the cry coining out:

Help !” 1 told Air. Alackenzie to stand there, while I went for lights, as it would be no good for men 
to go in in the dark; and when I got out Air. Turnbull was out; he was carried out. He had been over
powered by the gas—that is to say, lie was at the last stage. He had power in his limbs, but gave way 
when he got out into tlie fresh air. *
2025. AVhat next took place ? It was then decided to hermetically close tlie mine.
2026. There was a brick stopping placed across the main tunnel? There were four substantial brick 
stoppings put iu—one iu tho tunnel; one at tho right-hand furnace, to separate it from the tunnel; one 
at the surface up-cast; and one at the top of the left-hand furnace shaft, which excluded the ingress or 
ugress of tho air.
2027. During your periodical inspections, did you thoroughly examine the whole of tlie mines in this
district? Ves; 1 made inspections of tho whole nl' the mines in tlie Lithgow Aralloy district, and 
examined all the working places of the men.
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2028. Yon visited the working places? Yes; I may have passed abordor so, but I have been in nearly Mr. J. Rowan,
all the working places and travelled the roads. _ _ TTir^^lESfi.
2029. Speaking generally, are the mines in this district around Lithgow all working on the same principle a7<.
as to width of bords, and thickness of pillars, and the character of the stoppings ? Yes, generally 
speaking. Tlie stoppings aro of slack—that is, they arc not confined exactly to slack coal; a lot of them
are mixed with timber, and many of them arc propped up on each side. Nevertheless, we term these 
slack stoppings. _ _ _
2030. Have you ever received any complaints as to the way in which tho collieries are worked in this
district? No; 1 never received a complaint either by word or letter, except on one occasion a man in 
the Eskbank Colliery told mo something about an engine. They wanted a night watchman put on; the 
matter xvas put right. But as to defective working or bad ventilation, I never received any complaint 
either by word or letter. _
2031. ifave you ever made any complaints to tho manager or owners of the Lithgow Valley Colliery ?
Nothing but small miscellaneous things, such as a- prop here and there being wanted.
2032. Merely incidental matters, I suppose ? Yes. _ '
2033. Luring your inspections, did you notice the state of the workings, tho size of the pillars, and the 
width of the bords? The pillars were about a chain, I think, and the bords 7 yards ; 1 thought them of 
sufficient size along the main headings; I know in the early history of the mine they have been cut away 
a little. I never could see anything out of the ordinary way.
2031. Did you consider this coal-seam iu tlie Lithgow Yalley mine a dangerous scam to work ? In what 
aspect, Dr. Eobertson ?
2035. In any aspect. Does it generate gas ? Photo-earburetted hydrogen gas? No; I have been through 
tho waste workings myself and iu company witli others, and I never sawr tlie slightest signs or indications 
to give me the idea that there was any explosive gas in the mine. -
203G. Have yon ever heard it said or whispered that explosive gas existed in the mine ? No ; I never heard 
such a suggestion made. *
2037. The workings of the Lithgow Valley mine arc of an extensive character, I believe ? Yes.
2038. Can you tell us whether you ever measured the area of the coal that has been worked, and that 
standing in the pillars ? T cannot say that. 1 have.
2039. Have you ever formed an estimate ? No. '
2040. Have you observed the -workings of recent date ? Are the pillars left more regular or of larger 
size? Yes, the system has been very well carried out of late.
2011. AVhat has been the average size of the pillars ? About a chain, so far as 1 could see; I consider they 
were good substantial pillars.
2042. Did you observe whether tlie pillars had been robbed or spilt in any of the districts after being 
formed ? No; 1 did not see anything of that kind, on the occasions that 1 visited the mine, where the men 
were working, or round about where they were working.
2043. AVhat was the character of tlie roof? 1 have prepared a section, which will best supply an answer 
to that question.

[Mr. Eowan hands in a section of tlie whole coal-seam. Seo Appendix, plan No. 0]
2014. AVas there any provision made in this colliery for ventilating tlie waste workings ? Yes; it travelled
round the front working after leaving the main tunnel and came out of the second way to the day. I 
have travelled round about that part. .
2015. AVere they walled off in any way to prevent the men from entering there along the main roads ?
Yes, stoppings were in along there.
2016. And the hack return ways, were the men prevented from entering these wastes? No, there was 
no prevention ? I went there myself several times.
2017. Aud you say that you found no explosive gas ? No sign of it.
2048. On the supposition of this coal generating choke-damp, would these wastes act as a store-house?
There might be a little down in the lower part of it; but there is a good current of air always going in 
the upper portion of the workings.
2049. Have you ever seen or heard of any portion of the pillars over to the right or left hand of the 
tunnel having been worked ? I have heard of some pillars being taken out towards tbe Eskbank 
boundary.
2050. Are you aware whether tlie roof fell in when these pillars were taken out ? That I cannot vouch 
for.
2051. Have you ever been in this portion of the mine ? AA'ell, no ; the men had not been working there, 
and I did not consider it necessary to visit the abandoned portion of tlie mine.
2052. Do you know any reason why this particular portion of the waste was selected for pillaring ? I 
have heard that it was for some reason or other; 1 think it was to let the water down to Eskbank.
2053. Do you know any part of tbc mine to be filled with choke-damp or water? I believe there is a 
swallow of about 3 chains on the left-hand side, and a portion of water lies there.
2054. Do you know whether choke-dam]) existed in any quantity towards the Eskbank boundary? As for 
that, I do not know, as I was only round in that direction seeing if anybody was working there.
2055. If light enrhuretted hydrogen gas had been present there, could it have escaped your observation?
No, not in tlie workable ponions of tho pit; and from the road 1 travelled in tho return from where the 
men were working, and, as I have said, 1 have never seen any indication of it.
2056. Mr. Ctirh}/.~\ In this case the return runs, 1 understand, from the dip to the very rise of the work
ings? \rcs ; it will be nearly 70 feet vertically down from where the men were working.
2057. President.'] Have you been along the boundary of tbe Eskbank pit ? Yos.
205S. AVhat is the state of the pillars there—are they crushed or open on the boundary ? There is a large 
fall along the boundary, and 8,000 cubic feet of air passes along tbe margin of the workings.

[Plan of Eskbank produced and inspected. See plan, Appendix No. 8.]
2059. Does any portion of that air come into Lithgow Aralley ? It passes to the margin of the “cave-in” 
to the furnace in Eskbank.
2060. You have heard of an encroachment from Eskbank into Lithgow ATa11ey property, Mr. Rowan ?
Yes, I have heard of it.
2061. Is it to the rise or to the dip of the main tunnel in the Lithgow ALalley mine ; does the coal dip to 
tlie encroachment or rise towards it? The dip is from the entrance to the fall.
2062. Can this encroachment be visited at present ? No, I do not tliink so.
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Mr. J.Eowan. 2063. And we have seen that it cannot be approached from Eskbank? No. there is no possibility of 
getting to it.

7 May, 188G. 206-1 Can the water travel through this encroachment? Well. I do not know; it is expected that it did 
travel in that direction,
20p5. If it did not travel there, how could they get rid of the water in Lithgow Yalley, as wc have 
evidence that no water in this mine is pumped to the surface? Well, tho encroachment being made, no 
doubt the water uill go there.
2066. But are you aware whether or not it does go there ? Yes, I suppose it does.
2067. Where is the water in Lithgow Yalley pumped to? It is pumped up to where the encroachment 
is made, and discharged there down to the waste.
2068. Would a great fire raging in Lithgow Yalley be sufficient to draw air through this encroachment ?
It would he a question of fire and heat certainly. .
2069. Do you apprehend any danger of fire extending to Eskbank from Lithgow Yalley ? That is a 
question I cannot answer upon my oath ; I may have an opinion upon it.
2070. Well we want your opinion, Mr. Eowan; do you apprehend any danger in that direction? Well, 
no j as far as danger goes, that would be a very slow matter; it would give plenty of time aud warning.
2071. In other words, it. is a matter for futurity ? Yes. ^
2072. Supposing that the Lithgow Yalley mine were flooded with water, what effect would that have 
upon the Eskbank workings ? So far as I am aware, there is no encroachment made except at that 
particular place (referring to the plan) • aud I believe that part is above the origin of the fire a good bit.
2073. But if the mine were flooded with water up to that part, would the water, after flooding tho 
Lithgow Yalley mine, pass into the Eskbank workings ? Not until a vertical pressure is put upon it. 
2074*. Is there any vertical pressure or i; head” upon the water that runs at present? I am uncertain aa 
to this.
2075. Is it an open coal ? It is a pretty firm coal; it has very few joints in it.
2076. Is it a favourable coal for the passage of water? It might sweat through it.
2077. It would depend upon the head? Yes.
2078. In Eskbank tho workings have gone forward to the Lithgow Valley boundary, and wc know that 
the shell that remains between is very thin ? Yes.
2079- Of course they have stripped it there ? Very much so, as far as Eskbank is concerned.
2080. If at any future time an attempt were made to flood the Lithgow Yalley mine, would the same 
process flood Eskbank? I do not clearly understand you.
2081. (Supposing they flooded Lithgow A alley full op with water ? If it came up to the level of the
encroachment ? Yes. '
20S2. That is, it would run into Eskbank? I suppose so. if the water they are pumping there goes 
away non". .
2083. AYhat means have been taken to fight the fire in Lithgow Yalley mine ?

[Mr. Eowan, in answer to the last question, referred to the plan, and his remarks were dictated by tlie 
President, as follows :—Strong back stoppings, marked thereon iu red ink, have been put in to 
support the workings to the left of the tunnel, and to tho cast of No, 2 cross-cut, from the 
workings to tlie west of No. 2 cross-cut; that these brick stoppings are further strengthened by 
10 feet or so of small coal and debris piled up at the back ; and that the left-hand furnace is 
specially sealed off by stoppings in the return and from the tunnel.]

2081'. Mr. 2'Jiomn.s.] Bo you suppose the fire is still raging, Mr. Eowan? I think it is still smouldering.
2085. jPres/t/etit.] Is it possible to estimate how long the fire will smoulder? That is a question 1 
cannot answer.
2086. It will not burn without oxygen ? No, of course not.
2087. Quite so; you see, Mr. Eowan, for the purposes of this examination, tho Commission is not 
supposed to know anything; what would be tlie effect of its own combustion ? It kills it; the coal 
generates carbonic acid gas, which is fatal to light and life.
2088. I understand that you have had no cause to complain to the owners as to the working of the Lithgow 
Yalley mine ? No, except ns I have stated, in respect to certain minor matters, which were instantly 
remedied when pointed out; I considered it to rank ou an equality with any colliery in the district, both 
for ventilation and safely; so far as I could see, there was no visible danger.

^ 2089. You apprehended no danger from any source? - No.
2090. Have you received any complaint from the men on the subject of pillars or pillaring, or gas having 
at any time accumulated in the mine? No ; I never received any communication of that kind 'whatever?
2091. AVas this miue in any way singular or different from any of the neighbouring mines? In my 
opinion, no : it seemed to rank on the average about here ; that is, it was conducted in the same way.
2092. AYill you describe on the plan the course of the ventilating current ? *

[Mr. Eowan, in referring to the plan, indicates tho right-hand air-current, as marked by red arrows,
the left-hand air-current being marked with blue arrows.]

2093. President.] Then as to the ventilating current, how was it directed ; can yon tell us how these 
stoppings are constructed ? They are constructed of small coal aud timber, aud built up in the ordinary 
way of putting in slack stoppings.
2091. Have these stoppings proved sufficient for the purpose of ventilating this mine? Yes; 7,000 cubic 
feet of air passes Tyndall’s heading or convenient to it, and 5,000 cubic feet of air goes up the No. 2 cross
cut ; there has been an average of 12,000 cubic feet of air for the last half-year in aud around the mine. 
2095. Ecturning to these stoppings, have you seen the same class of stoppings used in Britain ? No, 
not exactly the same stoppings; we had a great deal of brick iu thorn in fiery mines.
2090. Could any defect in these stoppings be readily rectified ? I should say so.
2097. Then you made no complaint to the manager on this subject? No, because I got the requisite 
amount of air in the mine.
2098. Have you received any complaint from the men ? Never a complaint, good, bad, or indifferent, in 
connection with tho stoppings.
2099. Have they been found in conformity with the Act? Yes.
2100. Had you power to dictate as to tho class of stoppings to he used? No.
2101. AYould this be an arbitrary power to place in the hands of an inspector ? I should think so. If I 
were a colliery manager, and any attempt were made to dictate to me as to the class of stopping to he used, 
so long as I had a sufficient quantity of air. I should require to know the authority for such dictation.
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Yes; it would average perhaps 150 feet pier 
in the half-yearly report, and will be duly

2102. You think then it would be an arbitrary power to place in an inspector’s or any one individual’s Mr. J. Rowan,
hands ? Yds r ' -1 %
2103. You think it would be a power that would be likely to be abused ? Yes; I think it would probably ^ 
he likely to be abused in some cases ; of course it would depend upon the man in whom a supreme control 
of the kind might be reposed, but I would prefer not to have such power. I would prefer to be guided by 
the law iu connection with it,
210-1. That is, you would wish it to be first authorized by statute? Yes. because there must be a balance 
of opinion. _
2105. Mr. Gurle\j^\ Do you know what the law really is on this point, Mr. llowan ? There is no law, so far 
as I know, in connection with stoppings. _
210G. Have you read the Act,—can you refer to a clause in the Aet referring to stoppings, and tell us what 
it says regarding the matter ? No, I caimot do that. _
2107. PresiWcnh] Did your examination include testing the quantity of air passing through the mine ?
Yes.
2108. Can yon give us the quantity per man that passed ? 
man; I may say, however, that my examination appears
publisher!. _ _ ,
2109. Did it occur to you that the late manager, Mr. Doig, was stinted of his power as to incurring the 
necessary expenditure in the conduct of tho mine ? Ho was a reserved man, but he never gave me to 
understand that there was anything of that kind, and I had never any reason to press him on that subject.
I have no complaint to make about the management of the mine. _ _
2110. In regard to that second outlet, what is its position ? Running parallel with the main heading, at 
Ihe outcrop of the second cross-cut.
2111. Under tho existing Act, could yon enforce the making of that ? No. _
2112. At your various inspections of this mine, did you require to see the colliery plans ? Yes.
2113. Did you consider them sufficiently accurate? Without any special measurement I had no right to
believe but that the workings were fairly represented. _
2114. Can you identify the original plan (plan produced), Is this it? I have not- a shadow of a doubt, 
although it is in rather a muddled state, that that is the plan.
2115. By whom was that plan made, do you know ? By Mr. Doig, the late manager. _ _
211G. Did you consider Mr. Doig au accurate and skilled surveyor? I cannot vouch for his ability as a 
surveyor, hut the plans were in accordance with the Act.
21.17. Do you know when this mine was last surveyed ? 1 cannot say, only I have no doubt that it was 
surveyed further on than it is dated. _ _
2118. Did you lodge any request to have the plan brought up to date? No; 1 did not serve him 
officially with notice.
2119. Did you report this to the Examiner of Coal-fields? I never reported it to him, but he has often 
requested me to see that they were kept up properly ; it was a genera] order.
2120. Returning to the air-current—the current was produced hy means of furnaces ? Yes ; that was the 
motive power.
2121. And the positions of these furnaces arc shown upon the plan ? Yes.
2122. Did you consider the original plan of the colliery faithfully pourtrayed the workings? I had no 
reason to doubt it.
2123. "Was this plan exhibited to you in its present dilapidated condition? Yes.
2121-. Did you ever suggest tho propriety of there being a more presentable plan ? It was not in that 
condition before tlie fire broke out; people were running about with it during tne.exeitemcnt, and I sup
pose it got knocked about in that way.
2125. Do you know whether the plans of this colliery were kept in accordance with the provisions of the
Coal-mining Regulations Aet ? Well, I often pressed him very much to keep it up, and ho always pro
mised that he would; I told him that it was highly necessary to keep it up to date. _
2126. Bor what purpose is tho left-hand furnace used? Bor taking away the smoke and keeping the 
current going on the left-hand side.
2127. Havo you travelled this return ? Not that hack return—it was looked upon as a chimney flue.
2128. Was the right-hand furuace solely kept for circulating the ventilating current ? Yes. '
2129. What quantity of air would ordinarily pass over this furnace ? I have seen it as high as 16,000 
feet.
2130. AVhat quantity could the return waste pass on the right-hand side—the retum air-course ? Any 
amount, because it was full of wide bords.
2131. Much more than the furnace could take? Yes ; there was no limit to it.
2132. What, was its size and dimensions ? About 20 yards from the entrance to the tunnel and 7
yards from the right-hand, 9 feet long; heating surface, 6 feet long; shaft, 22 feet deep; chimney-stack, 20 
feet, diameter 6 feet. _
2133. Wore these air-ways during your inspections kept free and open ? Yes, free and open.
2134. Can you describe to us tho condition of the left or northern return ? AVell 1 have gone down the 
second furnace a pillar length, but never waded through the swallow of water.
2135. AVhat was the distance between the top of the water and the roof ? About 18 inches.
2136. AVhat was the width of the return ? At its lowest dimensions about 7 yards ; that would give us 
about 13 feet of an area.
2137. AVhat is the size of tho left-hand ventilating shaft ? I suppose about 10 square feet, and G feet in 
diameter, giving 24 feet of area or thereabouts.
2138. Do you consider that tho left-hand retum on the top of ihe water had an area corresponding to the 
size of tho left-hand shaft ? Oh, yes.
2139. Had you any fault to find with the left-hand air-course? No, I did not sec that there was any 
reason to find fault; it did not seem to me that any more water could rise, and there was sufficient area 
for the return to pass away ; that swallow would be about 3 chains in length.
2140. Did yon consider that the ventilating furnace was constructed so as to protect the roof and sides of 
tho mine ? Yos, and as a proof of it, tho top-coal is standing on the top of the furnace yet.
2141. As a matter of precaution, do you think the top-coal should be taken down from the roof of a 
furnace ? That may be a question. But there is 18 inches of space for the air to pass over.
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Mr. J. Romm. 2142. Did you anticipate any danger from the state of tho roof and sides ? No.
2143. And you thought that sufficient precaution had hecn taken to ensure safety in this respect? Tes, 7 Maj, 1886. lt A])penrcd so to me,
2144. Does all the return air pass over tlie furnace-grate? Yes, it passes over the grate.
2145. "WTiere the retum air of a mine passes over the furnace, can you readily detect the presence of fire
damp ? Certainly. '
2146. Have you over seen any appearance of gas in this furnace in the ordinary state of the mine ? No.
2147. Have you ever seen light carburetted hydrogen in this furnace ? Never.
2148. If the return air contained any appreciable quantity of light carburetted hydrogen, would you 
detect it here ? Tes.
2149. By what means ? By the “ Davy ” lamp, or by its effect upon tbe flame of an ordinary lamp or
on the furnace. '
2150. If it had been carbonic acid gas, what effect would be produced on the furnace ? The effect would 
he exactly the opposite.
2151. Tou have said that you had not detected the presence of light carburetted hydrogen in tills colliery 
—have you specially tested for this in the course of your regular inspections ? No, except in a cursory 
way. I have put down the light when travelling the workings. In fact I may say that I have tested for 
my own curiosity many times, and found no evidences of explosive gas.
2152. Were the abandoned bords in any part of the mine filled with carbonic acid gas ? Not to my 
knowledge.
2153. In the course of working a colliery, what circumstance would he most likely to force out any gases 
from the waste into the air-passages ? Either an explosion or a heavy fall of the roof would cause a dis
placement.
2154. If light carburetted hydrogen were so forced out, would it show at the furnace? It would depend 
upon the proportion.
2155. Some of it would likely be mixed to an explosive point, in which case when would it show first in 
the returns ? It would show on the furnace fire.
2156. Supposing it was forced into the in-take air, when would it show ? It would take the first light, if 
air were supplied to bring it up to an explosive point.
2157. And if the quantities were comparatively small ? They would pass away-with the air.
2158. "When a quantity of carbonic acid gas is forced out into an air-way, does it not occupy a defined 
position in respect to that air-way; would that gas, until diffused through the atmosphere of the mine, 
occupy a specific position ? Decidedly ; it would take to its own gravity.
2159. Have you ever known of accidents occurring in the old country from a want of knowledge of these
facts ? Oh, yes. ^
2160. Can you recollect auy? Tes, in the case of men not taking the proper position. I have seen many 
cases where men have had to be carried out through ignorance on tills point.
2161. The reason of my asking you that question, Mr. Itowan, was, that a certain accident occurred in 
the district in which you were brought up. and I thought you might recollect it, and be able to tell the 
gentlemen of the Commission something about it, but I sec you have forgotten it? No; 1 cannot 
recollect it.
3162. Do you know how light carburetted hydrogen gas is produced. 1 am asking you these questions for 
the purposes of this record? It may be produced from bituminous strata.
2163. Have you ever known that gas to he chemically or artificially produced ? No ; certainly not.
2164. As far as you know, it is one of nature’s mysterious works ? Yes.
2165. If uncombined with air, will light carburetted hydrogen gas explode? No; it would put out alight.
2166. Iu a mine where light carburetted hydrogen has not been found, is there auy possible way of
anticipating the fouling of the air-current by this gas ? No ; and this is shown in the English Act, which 
provides that it is only when the pressure of this gas lias been actually found that they are called upon, 
to examine for it. •
2167. That is to say, in Britain, managers arc not called upon to examine until they have seen cause ? 
Exactly.
2168. In a mine exceptionally free from gas, how would you account for the abandoned bords or return 
air-ways being filled with carbonic acid gas ? Tho material itself generates it, and it sinks to its own 
gravity in the old workings and lies there.
2169. Does all animal life exhale carbonic acid gas ? Yes.
2170. And the results of these products of life in animals, or of combustion, might be carried into tlie 
wastes ? Tes.
2171. In these wastes where the air is stagnant, would tlie foul air he likely to liberate tbe heavier gases? 
Tes.
2172. Then in this way you would account for tbe result of animal life and of combustion having a 
tendency to fill the wastes ? Tes.
2173. And in this way a large waste is a great storehouse for waste gas ? Tes.
2174. Beturniug to the ventilating furnaces, are you aware whether the ashes drawn from these furnaces 
were removed out of the mine—say the right-hand furnace ? Well, there is a store of them lying up on 
the top there, hut they told me they were going to put them on the road.
2175. Were these ashes drenched, when drawn, do you know ? Tes, they were drenched with water, and 
put to one side.
2176. Do you consider this storing of ashes to be unsafe? Tes, unless they are thoroughly burned, and 
soaked with water.
2177. Would you store them up against pillars of coal? Not unless they were going to be speedily 
removed.
2178. Have you observed any appearance of danger in this case from following the practice? Well, it 
would be much better if they were removed.
2179. Have you suggested any alteration ? Tes,
2180. To whom ? To the manager; 1 told him it would be better to make doubly sure,
2181. What did he reply ? He said he would have them taken out.
2182. How long was that ago ? Oh, it is since tlie accident; Ithought you were referring to the present; 
I did not complain before.
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21S3. As to the underground boiler, what was its purpose ? The underground boiler was to pump water Mr. J1. Howan. 
from the dip workings to where the encroachment was made at Eskbank. _
218d!. How many chains from the tunnel’s mouth is the boiler situated ? Thirty-six chains, more or less. ‘ n-T| r
2185. At what distance off the tunnel is the mouth of the furnace ? About 12 or 14 feet.
2186. 'Were the boiler fires open to tho tnnncl ? There was a door there, but it was very often left open
a little. 4
2187. Have you inspected this boiler ? Yes, I havo, to sec that it was in working order, and to ascertain 
from tlie furnace-man as to the cleaning of it: he told me it was cleaned twice a week.
2188. Have you ever inquired as to whether the bottom coal was lifted at this boiler ? Yes, 1 made 
inquiry; they told me that they wore not certain, but thought it was founded on the rock; 1 knowmyself, 
however, it is standing now.
2189. Ho you consider that the coal at the sides and top is sufficiently protected against fire. Ought it 
to have been removed ? AVell, I never saw any particular danger; there is a passage on the side and a 
passage on the top, and water lying close handy, which, according to Pierce, is a very good thing. Part 
of tho tops were taken down above tho boiler.
2190. Have you over seen the flues of this boiler where they discharged the smoke to the return ? I have 
gone about half a chain along the pipes; they are built upon bricks to carry them off the floor.
2191. Then the smoke was conducted from the boiler through clay pipes into the return air-way, and the 
return air-way is shown upon tlie plan with blue arrows ? Yes.
2192. Did any portion of the exhaust air of tlie mine mix with this smoke ? There might be a general 
leakage going through the stoppings.
2193. The air from below the boiler would mix with the smoke? Yes. ^
2194. Hid tho arrangement of this boiler ever suggest to you the presence of any danger ? Iso ; I did 
not see any danger to bo anticipated.
2195. And of course you did not express any fear on tho subject? Xo. _
2196. Ho you know whether the pillars in the fine were protected from smoke in any way ? Xo after
it came out of the flue for half a chain length it had free scope outward.
2197. Supposing this mine to the north had given off light carburetted hydrogen gas, would you have con
sidered this method of dealing with the smoke a safe one ? Xo ; 1 should have called it in question very 
quickly. _
2198. ’Then the gas from the furnace did not pass through any brick flue ? Xo ; there is a half chain of 
18-inch flue going from f hat.
2199. You have said that the smoko discharged over the water. Could you proceed down the air-way any 
considerable distance over lliat water ? I believe you would bo in tbc depths of the swallow there.
2200. How high had the wator reached upon the coal ? The roof would be 18 inches of space from the
water. _ _
2201. Ho you think a fire could extend iu that direction over this swallow—could it burn the upper coal 
on the tops ? I do not think so ; I do not think the tops could catch fire; I do not see how it would be 
possible.
2202. Well, tbis boiler is submerged in water—is it likely that a fire could make rapid progess over the
tops of this boiler ? Xo. _
2203. Would you be likely to discover it in any way ? You would bo likely to discover it by the smell,
say. _
2204. Would you discover it from the up-cast shaft ? Ho you mean in the return air-way ?
2205. Yes ? Certainly. _
2206. Is it your opinion that if fhe tops caught fire in this situation that its progress in the course of tho
return air-way would be slow ? Vies, on account of tho water lying there _
2207. Hid tho return air and smoke from this furnace, in passing through this return, impinge against, 
the small coal or slack stoppings ? Xo; it had a free opening over the swallow of water, _
2208. AVas the hollow of auy considerable length ? Three chains, so far as 1 can judge from going down;
1 did not measure it with the chain.
2209. Altogether, did you consider the arrangement of this flue a good one? I cannot say that I found 
any fault with with it; if, was built over with brickwork, and it was safe enough for a small engine. _
2210. AVould the stale of the mine have been remedied by putting down a shaft at the dip of the main 
tunnel? Afr. Hoig told me ho was going to put down a shaft at the lower end of the tunnel, and take 
off the drainage water down there.
2211. Did you ever ascertain whether this flue or return was regularly travelled and inspected? They 
told me that they cleaned the flues twice a week.
2212. The return air-way—was that regularly travelled ? L cannot say.
2213. AVhat was the temperature of the return air-way ? AAre did not take temperature, but I should say 
it would be ninety degrees or so.
2214. in the vicinity of the left-hand furnace-shaft, I think you have told ns—what was the nature or 
capacity of the air-way passing there ? AVhen I went down it was about two pillars length : an ordinary 
heading, about 6 yards, the full height of the coal.
2215. Coining down from that furnace, what was tlie character of the return ? It was pretty good.
2216. How far would you have to go before you got to tbe water ? A’ou would have to go 40 yards from 
the furnace.
2217. Hid Air, 'Turnbull ever make a remark on the stale of that furnace aud return? Xo.
2218. On tho morning of flic first accident, did he not say that he went some distance—14 yards—down 
there, and was stopped by tbe water ? He may have said so, but T have not the slightest recollection of 
it. 1 know' 1 passed a, good distance down and did not sec any water.
2219. Generally speaking, arc underground boilers a fruitful source of underground fires ? Yes; and I 
should ho glad if all underground boilers were to be worked by compressed air or steam from a surface 
boiler.
2220. Havo you ever observed small coal piled up at the side of this boiler. A"o ; they may have had an 
ordinary stack of coals llierc.
2221. 1 suppose a foul flue would be liable to ignite ? Oh, yes.
2222. Then, it they were not regularly cleaned, would not that be a source of danger ? I considered that 
if the flues were cleaned two or three times a week there could be no danger.
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Mr. J. Rowan, 2223. Did they say whether they removed the cleanings of the flue—unless this were done a spark might 
a 80urce danger ? Yes, under certain circumstances; but where they would be lying on coals buried 

7 May, 1886. jn waj(er j do not consider there would he much danger.
2224. Had you heard of any fire at this boiler previous to the last accident ? Ho; I never heard of it 
until I heard it at the inquest.
2225. How many fires have you since heard of as having broken out at this boiler before the last and fatal
accident? I have now heard of two fires. ■
2226. 'Were those fires not reported to you ? I never heard a solitary word about them; no report what
ever was made to me concerning them.
2227. ]n the case in question, what, in your opinion, was the cause of tlie fire ? Well, we know that on 
ordinary occasions when cleaning out the fire, especially on Saturday night, they leave a good amount of 
red coals lying, aud then put on their fire. It is possible they may have done so, and as the stock of coal 
is only put in to supply Sunday there may have been an extra quanfity of fire put on to tho floor, aud the red 
embers of the half-burnt coal may have ignited and the fire quickly spread.
2228. Have you any reason to suppose that the origin of this fire differed from those that occurred before ? 
I should think so.
2229. Wo understand that the fires before occurred at the back of the boiler and on top of the water ? I 
never hoard that except at the inquest.
2230. Have you any reason to suppose that the north return was closed on tho main in-take ? Ho,
2231. When you got down to the scat of tho fire, did you see any fall in the main tunnel ? Yes.

■ 2232, Was that a heavy fall ? Yes, a heavy fall from the top,
2233. Did it stop the progress of the air? Yes, I should think so.
2234. In the light of subsequent knowledge, what effect would that large fall have upon the progress of 
the fire? It would spread it very rapidly. It would he like putting a bellows to the fire.
2235. Was the fire localized or diffused over a considerable space ? It was spread over a considerable 
space. I saw it burning from the 35th stopping over the main beading.
2236. A bout what distance back should you say ? It is difficult looking through smoke, but I should calculate 
there would be about 10 yards of it burning.
2237. Did you entertain any suspicion that the fire extended further than _you have delineated on the plan ? 
Ho : we thought that was about the extent of the fire.
2238. Did you entertain any suspicion that it, had returned parallel with and a considerable distance up 
the tunnel ? Ho; but I did see that she had kindled at the fire, aud was burning down tho heading or 
across Tyndall’s heading.
2239. How did you account for the fire extending across the main tunnel? Simply because there was 
more relief to he got about that way, and as there was dry material there.
2240. In the early part of your evidence you said that you arrrived at tho scene of the accident early on 
the Tuesday morning—who was superintending operations on your arrival ? One H-. R. Druery was 
leading a shift of men, and he told me that an attempt had been made to bear back the smoke and open 
np another stopping,
2241. Was Mr. Druery in charge of operations ? He was in charge of that shift of men.
22 42. What course did you pursue on arriving ? We were trying to got down to the scat of the fire hy 
means of canvas, and to close up the stoppings to the right of the tunnel, hut the smoke was so great, 
and coming out in such volume, that it was determined to seal up the mine ; hut before it was finally 
closed, as 1 have told you, a trial was made to travel up the second cross-cut.
2243. Did you take any responsibility? Ho: I had written instructions from fhe Department that the 
owners of the Lithgow Yalley Colliery intended to re-open the mine ; that 1 was to render any assistance 
that I could, but that I was to take no responsibility for tho re-opening, as the responsibility must rest 
with the proprietors and the manager.
2244. And did you state this circumstance to those in authority when you arrived ? I said to them that 
1 was here in answer to a communication as to the rc-opening of tho mine, and I wished to know what 
method they were going to adopt,
2245. And you ascertained that? Yes.
2246. After the mine was re-opened, you got down almost to Tyndall’s heading, and you then thought it 
right, or the owners did, to abandon operations—what reason was assigned for that course, for it has not 
been made perfectly clear ? Well, after we reached the 35th stopping, we saw a fire burning across 
the heading. 'There was an idea that the mine was merely in a smouldering state, and that it could be 
dealt with hy taking the stuff away in skips, but after seeing this fire, and as we had no appliances such 
as a pump or water at hand, I reported to the Examiner, Mr, Wilton and the manager being there, and 
we thought it best to withdraw the men. Mr. Alackenzie and I gave orders accordingly; but on the 
same morning, somewhere about 9 o’clock, Mr. Wilton and Mr. Gell informed us that the men had inter
viewed them, and said it was all nonsense stopping the mine, and that if they were provided with a pump 
and water they would go and stamp out the fire, and do the work for nothing.
2247. Did you hear them make this offer ? Ho; we were informed by the proprietors. Air. AVilton said he had 
pipes that he could lay on to four tanks, besides which a miner reminded him of the swallow of water at the 
fire. These things having been put before us, wo said it might be worth the trial, and wc let them have a trial 
in that way; the men were only to work six-hour shifts, with a leading man to take charge of each shift.
2248. Did you select any of those leading men ? Ho.
2249. But you approved of the plan proposed ? Yes.
2250. Do you know whether this fire was suspected before Sunday, the 14th? Ho.
2251. Have you heard any report to that effect ? Ho.
2252. On your arrival on the ground, did you make any investigation as to the cause of the first fire ? Ho.
2253. Did any report reach you that any of tho workers had known of the fire or suspected it before 
Sunday, the 14th ? Ho. But I made an examination of some of the men; 1 inquired of Grant, asking him

■ if he had seen any fire ; he said he had not seen it or suspected it; he said that if there had been any 
fire he would have detected it quickly, as he was short in the breath. I also asked Passmore, who said he 
had left the pit at half-past 3 or 4 o’clock, and there was no sign of fire then.
2254. AVe have particular evidence as to the finding of Doig, Younger, and Eowe—can you point out
on tho plan where their bodies were found ? I can only do so from information I received from one of 
the volunteers—John Shccdy. I shotted him the plan, as he knew the workings pretty well, and he 
pointed out where they were found. [Positidn indicated on plan of the mine.] 2255.
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2255. Can you give us any idea ivTiy Doig and bis party should have travelled this part of the workings ? MV. J. Rowan.
No; except that he may have had some idea that he could get opposite the furnace and open up a stop- /■—----- -
])ing at Tyndall’s heading, and by doing that perhaps be enabled to quench the fire with water, ? Ma7.18SG.
22o(J. ]Jut do you not think that m a mine, as he knew, with the majn air-course full of smoke, the open- 
ing^of a stopping like that would be a dangerous proceeding? ft was highly dangerous, no doubt.
225/. And, Mr. Kowan, with amine or the tunnel full of smoko, what condition would you, as a practical 
man, expect the main tunnel to be in ? That is easily surmised. '
2258. Well, say, would it be worse or better ? Why, worse, of course. But, of course, oue does not like 
to speak strongly of a dead man.
2259. AVe quite understand that; and now, speculating on nhat you have known from subsequent 
operations, can you assign any reason why the returns where Doig was found were less foul than the 
main in-take? 1 can account for that in two ways: in the first place, the general leakage that would be 
coming through would be very much diluted, and a fall that existed down about the furnace would have 
some influence on the nature of the returns.
22C0. Bid you inspect the body of Mr. .Doig and his companions ? 1 did not see them.
2261. AVas this fall you speak of in the main tunnel below or above the boiler? It was chiefly
below. '
2262. Then, in view of these facte, can you suggest any reason for Boig and his companions being found
where the air was comparatively breathable ? _AVeH, no; except what I hav e stated, that there would be 
a general leakage coming through (the stoppings), seeing that there was a stoppage in the main way, 
and it would be so diluted that it would be somewhat free of gas after it had accumulated. '
2263. AVe have evidence that the lamps of these men were found empty of oil—have you any suggestion 
to make as to that ? AVell, I suppose they made an effort to get through, and 1. have slight reason to 
believe that as soon as he got relief the smoke began to surround him, and in beating a retreat he lost 
his way, as he was in the dark, their lamps having given out.
2201. Then the reason you assign seems to point to this, that Boig and his companions reached that 
stopping at Tyndall’s heading, and got some relief? Yes, J think so.
2265. But you are not very positive ? Ao.
2266. If you were told that two parties had gone into the mine in search of Boig, and followed or traced 
his footsteps, and penetrated as far down as Tyndall’s heading, where the air was moderately breathable, 
would you think that your theory was tenable ? AVell, it is so complicated a matter that it is difficult to 
have a clear expression of opinion upon it.
2267-8. John Sheedy, in his evidence, stated without any hesitation that he went down to where 3)oig was 
found, and found the unfortunate man lying in a stratum of choke-damp—do you think this probable?
By that time no doubt all the lower portions were pretty well filled up; I am really loth to 
express an opinion upon it. ‘
2269. In the course of the operations for extinguishing the fire, were the men liberally supplied with all 
the requsde materials? They had everything that they required; for myself. 1 told the men. and I can say 
it without fear of contradiction, that they were not trying to save life but property, which was a very 
secondary consideration. I said to them, “Arou have only one life to lose; bo very careful; do not 
venture oue foot when you see any danger,” .1. was at this time going away.
22/<T Bid you observe the owners of the mine present during the operations? Yes; Mr. AVilton was 
in daily attendance, and I have been with him as long as six hours at a stretch.
22/1. Bid beseem anxious for the safety of the men? Yes ; 1 have heard him say that he would sooner 
lose the whole of the estate than that one man’s life should be sacrificed.
22/2. You were kind enough to make a plan showing the mode of taking the air down for the purpose 
of extinguishing the fire—will you he good enough to explain the nature of those operations ? ’The first 
operation consisted in removing the cover from the road in the up-cast shaft, and taking down the 
stoppings leading to that furnace. These ojmrntions were carried on with safety-lamps. In lowering 
the lamp down the up-cast shaft from the surface the strength of the gas almost extinguished the light.
3,000 cubic feet of air per minute was passing through the furnace shaft. Beyond the air-current carbonic 
acid gas existed as a wall, and extinguished the lamp. The next step was to allow about 6,000 cubic feet of 
air to pass down the main tunnel into No. 1 cross-cut. In order to do this they had to take down a 
principal brick stopping across the mine. This quantity of air was continued for the period of about an '
hour, the return air extinguishing the lamp. That, adding to the waste gas of the mine the percentage 
of fresh air necessary to make light carburetted hydrogen gas explosive, tests were applied with the result 
that the lights continued to be extinguished. After satisfying ourselves that no explosive gas existed, the 
right-hand furnace was kindled; thereupon 9,000 cubic feet of air was passed down the main tunnel to 
No. 2 cross-cut per minute. This was on Saturday the 20th. The furnace was then kept going continuously 
until Monday morning the 22nd, but no men were permitted to enter the mine. On the 
Monday morning, 1, accompanied by Mr. Campbell, the manager, proceeded down the mine; 
entered No. 2 cross-cut, and, with 5,000 cubic feet of air, succeeded in pushing the accumu
lated gas before us for upwards of 100 yards, the safety-lamp tost indicating the absence of 
fire-damp. Later on in the day, feeling assured as to the condition of No. 2 cross-cut, 
a canvas stopping was placed at the junction of this cross-cut with the main tunnel, and about 1,000 cubic 
feet of air per minute allowed to scale through to keep this cross-cut clear. Progress was made by opening 
and closing the stoppings on the right-hand side of the tunnel, pillar by pillar, until we reached the 35tii 
stopping, about 1 chain west of the boiler. The operation of opening and closing the stoppings was 
necessarily attended with some difficulty and danger. I was so anxious to ensure the safety of the men 
that 1 remained with them for eighteen hours at a stretch. On reaching the 31th stopping,’on the right - 
hand side, we wore disappointed on opening that, stopping not to get, relief for the air, the carbonic acid 
gas rolling out. AYe proceeded down with the canvas under some difficulty, the smoke being strong until 
we reached the 35th stopping, when we got relief. The return air and smoke during this time waAuken 
hack on the right-hand side of the canvas to stopping No. 32. On approaching No. 35 we then discovered 
the fire burning across the heading. The fire was burning across the main tunnel from No. 35 down
wards. The body of the fire seemed to be about opposite Tyndall’s heading. It was at this sta^e, and 
having icached this point, that it was considered advisable to withdraw the men. ’The men and owners,

however.
Note.—No 34 stopping being in ft hollow, tho witness desires to substitute No. 35,
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Mr. J.Rowan, however, came to an arrangement, that received tho approbation of the Government Inspectors, to re-open 
the mine. In consequence steam was laid on to conduct water from a hollow above this position (see

1 |88G. plan), and this necessitated a stoppage of five days. By this time the smoke and gas had backed up the
tunnel to about the 20th stopping. On Sunday, the 2Sth March, the gas had been beaten down tbe tunnel to 
within 20 yards of the seat of the fire, adieu steam was laid on. The steam was laid on within 10 yards of 
the seat of the fire. The miners were then withdrawn. On Thursday, the 1st of April, tho miners 
resumed work, they being engaged clearing away the burning coal, and continued to do so until the day 
of tho calamity, on Monday the 19th. A brattice was put Across the mine at tbc nearest point possible to 
the fire, with the object of driving back the poisonous gas and extinguishing tho flames.

[The witness here described tbc minutiae.J
2273. About this time, were the operations of the men engaged in putting out the fire hampered or 
endangered in any way by the surreptitious opening of a stopping? Have you heard of such an occur
rence ? Yes, I have heard something of it. On the 29th Air. Campbell, the manager, went in fo see if 
be could get some timber for some purpose, and he thought there was a current of air coming through 
one of the stoppings in the old workings. Looking up to the top of the stopping he found that it had 
been opened to the extent of 3 inches clear. It so happened that this part ienhir stopping had been thoroughly 
wedged up two days before. There were in the immediate vicinity certain evidences on the ground of 
some person having recently been there—about 5 yards from tbc stopping.
2274. Did you discover a less amount of ventilatiou coming down? J. was not there at the time ; hut Air. 
Campbell drew my attention to it, and told me how he had discovered it. He had thoroughly secured the 
stopping two days previously, and In his opinion it was not the result of accident. It was stripped right 
along.
2275. Mr. Davies.] 'Would it not he difficult for a man to take away a strip like that from the top, if a 
man had to do it with his hands ? It would be to some extent difficult certainly.
2276. President.] Could a man do it with his hands, or would the assistance of an inslrument be 
required? It would not be past arm’s length there.
2277. Could a pick be used ? I do not know ; hut, nevertheless, the stopping was stripped as staled.
2278. "Was a watch kept to see who went in or out? Aros ; and the watchman was supposed to let no one 
go into the mine without an order from the manager—no matter who he might be.
2279. What conclusion did you come to on the subject? 1 cannot say; I am nof going to express an 
opinion about it.
2280. Who was the watchman ? The fumacc-mnn.
2281. Mr. Davies^] What was the current of air passing down the tunnel on the day of the accident? 
I tested the air-eurrent by means of the auenometer in the presence of the manager, and Air. Willis, a 
clergyman, who had the curiosity to he there, and the instrument registered 26,000 cubic feet of air per 
minute. At Ko. 18 stopping 1 got a register of 14,880 cubic feet.
2282. Where was the balaneo of the air going ? To the cross-cuts, taking the air in that direction. At 
Ho. 32 stopping 1 got 14,700 cubic feet.
2283. Then the stoppings were tight ? Well, it was a fair test. This quantity still continued to tho scat 
of operations, with the exception of any allowance for inevitable leakage.
2284. How were the shifts of the men arranged ? There were forty men, divided into six shifts of six 
hours each. Leaders were appointed to each of the shifts.
2285. President.] If any danger occurred, did you fake a share of that danger ? Yes; I should have 
shared it fatally had I not been away that same day.

The witness here handed in the copies of two letters ap2>mded, viz,.: One to John Alackemie, Esq., 
Examiner of Coal-fields, and the other to Joseph Campbell, Esq,, manager, Lithgow Valley 
Colliery, marked A and B respectivelv.

’ ^ A.
Sir, Eskbank, April 17th, 1SS4.

For your information, I beg to say that 1 will leave Lithgow on Monday, noon, 19th instant, for Wollongong, as 
there arc six accidents which happened during the last month—four in Kcmbla Colliery and two in Bulli Old Tunnel. 
Each accident requires to be examined and reported.

To-day (Saturday) I was down the Lithgow mine, and took a register of the air-current, viz. : —At the entrance 
of the tunnel, 26,000 cubic feet of air per minute ; about IS chains from the entrance of tho tunnel, 14,SSO enhic feet 
of air per minute ; 32 chains from the tunnel mouth, 1-1,700 cubic feet of air per minute. Tho seat of tiro has been 
reached at a distance of 36 chains from the entrance of the tunnel. Forty men are employed (ion men on each shift) 
clearing out the burning coal and other debris. There is a heavy fall of top-coal and roof behind the brickwork of the 
boiler; the fire under the fall is still smouldering, I have, &c,,

_ _ .TAMES ROWAN, Inspector of Collieries.
John Mackenzie, Esq., Examiner of Coal-fields, Newcastle.

B.
Sir, . Eskbank, April 17th, 1884.

Before leaving Lithgow for Wollongong, and in accordance with the provisions contained in tho 2oth section of the 
Coal Alines Regulation Act (1876), I hereby give you notice that tbe Lithgow Valley Colliery must be thoroughly venti
lated before the miners resume work (for the purpose of getting coal) ; and all entrances to any place not in actual course 
of working, and suspected to contain or bo liable to engender dangerous gas of any kind, shall bo walled or fenced off, and 
a danger signal placed at such entrance so as to prevent access thereto.

I have, &c.,
JAMES ROWAN, Inspector of Collieries.

Mr. Joseph Campbell, Manager, Lithgow Valley Colliery.

2286. President.] You have already told us about this fall in the main tumid—was it. entirely 
removed? Ho.
2287. Did you see any fire among the abandoned workings from the boiler towards the waste, parallel 
with the main tunnel ? I went down twice, my last visit being on Afonday morning. I am not aware 
that I did sec it. The fire seemed to have a good hold to the left of the main tunnel.
2288. Did you suspoot that tho tiro had eaten up at the hack of the main tunnel for any considerable
distance ? I do not; think so. ” •
2289. Did you give any advice to the men. and explain to them their dangers nnd'perils ? Yes; I worked
with them and stuck to them all the time. ■
2290. In the course of the work, did you hear or see any falls in the old workings ? Ho.
2291. Under whose directions did the men work ? Under Air. Campbell, the manager.
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2202. Can you tell us the names of the five men who were hilled at the second accident? I do not hnow Mr.J.fiowaa. 
all of them. There were Buzzii, Thomas Tlawe, Thomas Mantle, Isaiah Hyde, and another (L. Allison). ■ 'V*—
2293. When did you arrive after the accident ? I arrived by the mid-day train. ? ^y> 1®®®-
2294. Hid you inspect the main tunnel at all ? Yes—the stoppings were blown out from the left-hand side.
2295. About what was the number of the stopping at which the force of the accident seemed to concen
trate ? We only got down to the twentieth stopping owing to the smoke. Here there wus a lot of dehris 
and confusion. ■
2296. Have you ever considered wha-t the calamity might be due to ? I am of opinion that a great fall
had taken place in the interior of the back workings, on the left-hand side, and that this caused a dis
placement of the carbonic acid gas and smoke, which by the force of tho blast found its way through the 
weaker points on the main current,
2297. Ho you think that this could be referred to as an explosion of fire-damp ? I really cannot see 
where an explosion of fire-damp could under any circumstances take place there.
2298. Hid you observe any signs of an explosion. Hone whatever.
2299. Ho you know vdiat the state of the atmosphere wras immediately after the accident—I mean
from inquiry? G-oing down on the following day there was a great deal of smoke and vapour in the 
main tunnel.
2300. Would that be due to an explosion ? Ho, certainly not. It was just as if a mass of abomination 
had been disturbed, and it was all blown up together.
2301. You have stated that yon Aid not see and did not bear that the fire had crept up beliind the
main tunnel? Hot further than the first pillar length. .
2302. Have you heard any of the survivors state that whilst making their escape they passed over red-
hot ashes in the tunnel at or about the twenty-fourth stopping ? 1 have heard it, and give them credit
for thoroughly believing that they think they saw'it. But I can quite understand how men in such a 
state might imagine that they went over ground which in reality they had never passed over. .
2303. Had fire-damp existed, was this twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth stopping a likely stopping for fire
damp to lodge? It is quite foreign in principle to suspect such a thing. Itwmiildhave been away in the 
higher galleries of the workings.
2301. It has been said that there was a second blast almost simultaneously with the first, and coming from 
behind the boiler. What would that indicate to your mind ? Well, wdien the great concussion of air 
took place there wrould he a certain amount of atmosphere in the main heading, and I believe that the 
effect would he felt at the top just where tho opposite current was coming down, and to my mind it was 
the effect of re-action.
2305. Supposing that explosive gas was projected with sufficient force into the main tunnel, what course 
would the blast take? The explosion 'would be secondary.
2306. Supposing explosive gas was projected into tbc main tunnel, where would the force of the explosion 
he most noticed—would it go with or against the air ? Well, I am of opinion that it would go in the 
direction where it would find the readiest course,
2307. In any case, Mr. Bowan, what are the physical signs of an explosion—would you see a flash of 
flame, or what? Well, if it had been an explosion that had caused that amount of damage I believe the 
flame would have shot out of the tunnel month. The explosion would be caused by the oxygen from the 
atmosphere.
2308. Hoes that indicate the course that an explosion generally takes? Yes.
2309. And is not that a reason why the course of an explosion is generally against the air-current ?
Yes. . .
2310. What is the slate of the atmosphere after an explosion ? It raises the temperature of the 
atmosphere.
231.1. Arc you aware what the state of the atmosphere was, what temperature existed immediately after 
this accident occurred? I am not aware- ,
2312. Ho you know whether any length of time transpired between the accident and the finding of the 
bodies ? So far as I can understand, the men were all out in about an hour.
2313. How can you account for red-hot ashes being strewn across the tunnel—you say the men must have 
deceived themselves : Ixow do you account for it? I should say that ashes had been blown from the fire 
owing to the concussion of air.
2314. How could they have been carried across the chain of water you have indicated? Well, by that 
time it is likely the coal would have been burning on the top of the water; I helieve it was a reality 
to the men themselves, and I give them credit for saying it in good faith; but I do believe they were 
mistaken in the distance.
2315. Hid you see the bodies of these five unfortunate men ? Yes.
2316. Hid you form any opinion as to the cause of their death? Yes ; I was of opinion that they died 
from the effects of carbonic acid gas.
2317. Was this accident expected by you ? Ho, not in the least,
2318. Then, do you think it can be due to any defect in the carrying out of the Coal-mines Regulations
Act ? 1 do not think so ; there was a fire in the mine to be put out, and the men accepted all risks in
the same way as a five brigade would do in putting out a fire on the surface.
2319. Then you think the accident was due to causes beyond human knowledge; would it have been pre
vented had every line, word, or clause of the Coal-mines Regulation Act been rigidly complied with? It 
could not have been prevented,
2320. If you had heard or observed that the Act was evaded, would j-ou have taken action ? Yes, most 
decidedly ; I should have seen there was danger to life and limb, and would not have allowed it.
2321. Have you ever heard whether any of the men foresaw this accident? Ho.
2322. Have you ever heard it said that such an opinion existed? All the opinions I ever heard were .in 
connection with the re-opening; some said it should be filled up with gas, but they were all rumours .arid 
reports.

,2323. If it were reported to you that a statement had been made that the accident was due to the neglect 
of the owners, managers, or inspectors, would you give such statement an unqualified denial? Most 
decidedly I should.
2324. We understand that the workings to the rise of Ho. 2 cross-cut are scaled off from that portion of 
the mine where deleterious gases exist bv brick stoppings ? Yes.
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Mr, J.Bowan. 2325. In prosecuting work in this No. 2 cross-cut. are you sure that in continuing its present direction it 
''"■'-‘“"''n will not hole tlirough on some of the bords to the old part of the mine ? No; No. 2 cross-cut is to be 

1 May, 1886. driven at a different angle, and if it did go through anything there would be 12 feet of solid that would 
he an ample barricade, in my opinion.
232G. Mr. TTsher.'] Would the flooding of the abandoned workings be the best way of dealing with this 
conflagration ? Yes, 1 believe so.
2327. Mr. Neilson.] Do you know whether the Lithgow Valley Colliery pumped any water to the surface ?
It does not pump any water to the surface. ” ’
2328. IV hat is the use of that engine down below ? I have no doubt they put it down with the intent of 
pumping water into the Eskhank Company’s ground.
2321). In case of it being decided by the owners or anybody else that the Lithgow Valley mine was to be 
flooded, would not the Eskbank Colliery be drowned out? When the water comes up to that level in 
the Lithgow Valley mine we all know where it will go then.
2330. Does the Lithgow Valley Colliery make water ? Yes.
2331. And no water is pumped to the surface ? No.
2332. Is there any other colliery or creek where the water can get to ? No, I do not think so; I believe 
it goes to Eskbank.
2333. Are the Eskbank workings extensive ? Yes, pretty extensive.
2334. Then it will take an immense amount of water to fill them up ? Yes ; but no such a thing could 
happen till the water came up to the level.
2335. How long is it since you left Wallsend, Mr. Eowan ? Three years.
2336. Were you in the Wallsend or Co-operative Company in 1879? Yes.
2337. That was a large fall at Wallsend ? Yes; I was there at the time.
2338. Did you bear of tbe effects of that fall ? Yes ; the skips were knocked out and the men injured.
2339. President.'] Can you tell us the resisting power of those brick stoppings which have been put in
in the Lithgow V alley mine ? No, I cannot; I know they are put in substantially, with 10 yards of dehris 
and small coal to hack them up. .
2340. In your opinion, supposing a similar fall to that which lias recently occurred, or one of double the 
force, were to take place, are these stoppings of sufficient strength to resist the effects—of course I am 
merely assuming that it wus a fall ? Well, wc do not know the balance of the force of the last fall, 
because it had light material to remove. Seeing that these stoppings are so substantial they ought to

■ withstand a great pressure, but I could not say lion- much they would stand. “
2341. Supposing another fall was to take place of sufficient force even to remove these stoppings, what 
would be the result ? The result would be that it would roll in upon the main air-course and up the 
cross-cut.
231'2. 1 think you told us in your evidence that the heaviest pressure appeared to ba at No. 20 stop
ping ? I cannot properly judge, because I could not get down any further than about the twentieth 
stopping, Eor all J know they may have been heavier down below. '
2343. In that case, whether this was an explosion or a fall, it must have come from the left-hand side, 
somewhere either to the north, or down towards the Eskbank boundary ? Yes,
2344. As a practical man, and apart from all chemical reasons, an explosion of gas is always directed
where there is the largest quantity of air to feed it? Yes. ”
2345. Was there any fire or indication of fire-damp on the props or brattice, in tho straight run or tun
nel ? No ; there was nothing to indicate the presence of an explosion. The props were not singed.
2346. Is the heat from the Lithgow A alley fire likely to draw a considerable amount of air from the Esk
bank pit falls ? It may possibly be so. .But when wo believe tho mine to be hermetically sealed up we 
cannot suppose there would bo any great quantity of fire burning there. If the fire were raging wc might 
look for something of that kind. ' "
2347. Mr. Cnrley.] What is the state of the mine, with regard to the in-take and the outlet, at the 
present time ? Up No. 2 cross-cut, right along the working face, and back fo tbe furnace, there are 
two ways to the day, and altogether three openings at the present time.
2348. Has the Company ever made any reports to you about these accidents ? No, not in an official way.
We have talked over them, but there have been no written communications. "*
2349. Do you consider that in compliance with the present Coal-fields Eegulation Act? Well, I think
there should be a little consideration taken in a case like this. We were all there. The country knew 
of it. 1 have no doubt when they settle down they will send a report. ^
2350. President.] Who telegraphed to you, Mr. Eowan? I received a telegram from Mr. Mackenzie, 
the Examiner of Coal-fields, and he got his information from Mr. Gell.
2351. That appears to be all right: you got the information from your superior? Yes.
2352. Mr. Curley.] Well, Mr. Eowan, although you knew of this accumulation of ashes at the right- 
hand furnace, you never made any official complaint to the management with the view of remedying these 
matters, or did not imagine they wanted remedying ? I considered that they were sufficiently informed. 
1. certainly never made an official complaint. I never saw or heard of any fire there at the boiler.
2353. Did you overgo into tbe left-hand furnace after tbe second accident ? Yes; we put in a stopping 
there.
2354. Did you notice whether any top-coal had fallen there? No ; I did not see any there.
2355. 1 suppose you bad several conversations with the proprietors about the question of putting this 
fire out ? Yes.
2356. Did it ever occur to you that brick stoppings would have been better, especially as you knew tbe 
state of tbe return ? No ; I think it would have been worse to have brick stoppings, and for this reason, 
that the blast would have found a vent on each side, and rolled down in a solid column upon tbe men, 
and not one of them would have come out.
2357. President.] Have you observed tbe state of tbe top of this left-hand air-shaft on the surface?
Yes. _ _ '
2358. "What is it covered with ? It is covered with inch deals, made air-tight with clay.
2359. After the blast, what appearance did it present? It presented the appearance of having been 
violently shaken, but the shock had expended itself before it reached, that point.
2300. Mr. Curley.] Would the quantity of ashes you noticed at the right-hand furnace be a source of 
impediment to the proper ventilation of tbe mine ? I think not; there was plenty of space for the air 
to S° hi. 2361.
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2361. "Would the air-course have been improved if the ashes had not been there ? I do not think so ; I Mr. J.Eowan.
had no reason to complain of the Yale of Chvydd ventilation, and they have only 10 feet of return. ' ,
2362. AVhatis the position of the left-hand furnace shaft ? It conducted the ventilation at an angle into ^ 
a brick chimney.
2363. "Would not that have a tendency to prevent a strong clear air current going up? Kb; I do not 
ihink so.
236d. Where do you think will be tbe weakest point in connection with the stoppings at the present 
time? Well, I believe there will be less force upon tbe left-hand stoppings, simply because it has a 
greater way to travel, and must pass many an acute angle.
2365. Still, with the stoppings being up, and if no vent could be obtained, then the concussion would be 
all the more forcible ? This has no connection at all with the old workings. On the former occasion it 
had two outlets to go down the main tunnel; now it is properly walled off.
2366. Do you think that it was possible for fire-damp to accumulate on top of that fall on the Esk
bank boundary ? To my mind it is quite clear that light carburetted hydrogen gas could not be manu
factured from tbc burning coal. v
2367. Where was this smoke going to (from the fire to the left of the boiler)—which furnace was it 
going to ? I believe the great body of fire burning was sending its smoke in different directions ; it was 
going to Tyndall’s beading, passing the other regions, up by the left-hand furnace, and down to the lower 
workings, which were pretty well full up.
23GS, You must admit this, that this force of head coming to these two opposite furnaces must have had 
tremendous draught power on these old workings when they were closed up ? Ko doubt there must have 
been a great suction power. "

-2360. Mr. Bcilson.'] Previous to the fire, Mr. Eowan, what was the ordinary rate of ventilation? I think 
it was 12,000 cubic feet of air per minute. J think it has gone as high as 17.000.
2370. Could the products of combustion entering into that waste in the neighbourhood of Eskbank boun
dary, and lodging in the cavities left by a great fall—-could those products of combustion be ignited ? No.
2371. Mr. Qttrley.'] From this big body of fire that was burning, would tbe air not take the nearest course 
to the furnace ? The air always takes every advantage; it lakes the nearest course.
23 72. Was there relieving power towards tho left-hand furnace for that body of fire? There was a good 
return ; 1 have seen it as high as 7,000 cubic foot per minute, but you have to take leakage into considera
tion, as I have already stated.
2373. ^ Did you ever make any experiments as to the power of the draught at the furnace previously?
No ; it was going on in the ordinary way; tbe men were working in safety, and I did not think it necessary.

Mr. Curley haying asked tho witness several questions in relation to the possible existence of 
fire-damp in the mine, —

2371. FresidentJ] Supposing, Mr. Eowan, that explosive gas escaped in a cavity of the roof towards the 
boundary of Eskbank, if the left-hand return acted as a suction power sufficient to draw fire-damp 
from this cavity, would it not mix with the carbonic acid gas which you have stated filled the 
workings near to the main tunnel ? Yes.
2375. In that case, would the gas explode ? No; even one to four would put it below exploding point.
2370. Then you consider the products of combustion wore sufficient to render the explosion of fire-damp 
impossible? Yes.
2377. Mr. Curley.'] I think you said you bad no power under the Act to say what materials these stoppings
should be composed of? Yes. "
2378. Mr. Curley here read sub-section 5 of section 12, of the Coal-mines Ecgulation Act.

If at any time it is found by the person in charge of a mine or any part thereof or by tho Examiner 
or inspector that by reason of noxious gases prevailing in such mine or such part thereof or of 
any cause whatever the mine or said part is dangerous every workman shall be withdrawn there
from and the Examiner or inspector shall inspect the same and if the danger arises from inflam
mable gas shall make such inspection with a locked safety-lamp and in every case skull make a 
true report on the condition of such mine or part thereof and no workman shall except in so far 
as is necessary for inquiry into the cause of danger or for the removal thereof or for exploration 
be re-admitted into the mine or such part thereof as was so found dangerous until the same is 
slated by tbe Examiner or inspector to be safe Every such report shall be recorded in a book 
which shall be kept at the mine for the purpose and shall bo signed by the person reporting.

2379. President.] That docs not provide fora particular stopping? There is nothing about stoppings 
there. That section only contemplates certain action being taken in case of danger being seen or 
apprehended.
2380. Mr. Curley.] Eut you hare power if you apprehend danger ? Yes.
2381. President i] Did you apprehend danger? No; I did not apprehend danger.
2382. Then tbc section does not apply. I suppose that is what you moan ? Well, if I had apprehended 
danger I should not bare gone tliere.
2383. Mr. Curley.] And you have never refrained for fear of in any way exceeding your duty as an
inspector ? No, sir, so far as 1 know. ”
2381. Mr. Usher.] During your several inspections of this mine prior to the two accidents, did it ever occur 
to you that it would be advisable to sink another shaft to the extreme east of the workings ? Well, that was 
spoken about, and Mr. Doig said be was about to commence a shaft, and do away with the little engine.
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TUESDAY, 11 MAY, 1886.

resent;
The PRESIDENT,
Mb. USHER,
Mb. NEILSON,
Mb. SWINBIJKN,

Pf- 2385. Dr. Chas. Gibbons, M.R.C.P.S., was next called, and, having been sworn, nut in a statement of the 
MR^Cp's5’ ev*^ence he could give, as follows :—On April 19, I was sent for to go to tlie Lithgow Valley mine, 

^ \ ' I * as there wore supposed to be men entombed. On my arrival, I attended to those who were brought out alive, 
11 Mar 188G. an^ *hen went into the pit along with several of the searchers. "Wc were obliged to stop some distance from 

'' the pit-mouth, owing to smoke coming from tho left side of tho tunnel; but were able to go on after fresh 
stoppings had been putin. On coming to the deceased men. I noted the positions in which they were 
found, and which were almost identical. The bodies were face downwards, with the mouths partly open, 
as though in the act of gasping, and the pupils were largely dilated. On examination, I found in each 
case the chest was more or less collapsed, and several small burns about the bodies, which would most 
likely be caused by contact with flame. Eroin all I saw and found by examination, I formed the opinion 
that all tho five deceased men lost their lives by suffocation, owing partly to a want of air (probably there 
being a vacuum formed by the heated air), and partly to the inhalation of some noxious gas, which, in my 
opinion, was carbonic dioxide gas.—Chakles S. Gibbons, 10th May, 1886.
2386, President.'] Thou you have come to tho conclusion, doctor, that these men died from suffoca
tion ? Tes.
2387. And from the inhalation of carbonic acid gas ? Yes.

Mb. CURLEY, 
Mb. DAVIES. 
Mb. JONES.

Maurice Asher, L.C.S.I., &c.,&c., sworn and examined:—
Mr. M. Asher, 2388. President.'] Did you examine the bodies of the five men who lost their lives at the second 

L.C.S.I. accident ? I did. ,
.{TT^ 2389. “What opinion did you form as to the cause of their death ? I was of opinion from their appear- 

1 May, 188G. (ince ^hat they died from suffocation, probably caused by inhaling carbonic acid gas. ^
2390. Have you had any experience of fiery mines charged with carburetted hydrogen gas? No; I have
not seen any victims from an explosion of gas. _ _
2391. Did the bodies of these men bear any marks of burning ? Tes; I am of opinion that there were 
burns on the body of Allison. From the shoulders down to the hands and fingers there were marks which 
I believe to have been burns.
2392. Have you heard whether Allison was dragged by a rope up a considerable portion of the tunnel? 
No ; 3. cannot say that I have.
2393. Well, supposing he had been thus dragged along over a rough surface through the tunnel, would that 
have accounted for Hie marks you saw? No; 1 do not think so. The appearance of the marks was 
exactly similar all over. The edges were well defined, and there was no sign of hemorrhage.
2391. Did his face bear any marks of violence? There were no marks of violence on his face, so far as I could 
detect. On the back of the head there was an incised wound. I did not notice whether the clothes were 
torn in any way, I do not think it would be possible for a body to he burned and the clothes remain 
intact—in fact it is improbable. I believe ail of the men had shirts on, although I did net see them 
until the following morning. I would not be certain that the marks I saw were burns, but they bore 
th^ appearance of burns.
2395, Then you are doubtful on the subject, and you arc of opinion that the actual cause of death was the 
inhaling of some irrespirahle gas r I am quite certain that the burns did not cause death.
2396. ATr. AE'V.ttw,] AVas the hair or whiskers singed ? Not to my knowledge. The hair I know was 
not burned.

James Doiff sworn and examined :—
Mr.J. Doig. 2397. President.] What is your occupation? I am a miner. I have been connected with mining 

'■“'i ' since I was about twelve years of age. I have worked in the Lithgow Valley mine between three and 
11 May, 188G. four yCarg_ p ]la.vC 011iy worked in that mine in this district. The late manager was my brother. I have 

had no experience of fire or choke damp. I have never seen or heard of them in the Valley.
.2398. Have you ever heard of the miners complaining of the quantity of ventilation in this colliery ? 
No ; so far as 1 was concerned, 1 was quite satisfied with tho amount of ventilation. _
2399. Do you know the underground boiler? Yes; I have been working backwards and forwards about it 
at times. I do not know that it was safe ; I have scon coal pretty well all round iu the boiler.
2400. Have you ever been at 1 he back of the flues? Yes, two or three times. They were very warm 
sometimes. I have not heard of any underground fires there, except about eight weeks ago. I heard of 
one then, hut did not until css it.
2401. Did it never strike you that the arrangement of that boiler was not conducive to safety? So far as 
the management of the colliery goes, I cannot say as to that. I think the present, manager knows all about 
these things. T know that the smoke would accumulate sometimes at night, hut it would be carried away 
with the ventilation currents into the old workings.
2402. Do you know how all these stoppings were constructed ? Yes ; of slack. Great care was taken 
in putting them in. I never heard any complaint of their quality. 1 was in the pit on the Monday 
morning that the accident took place. When I heard what had occurred, I went as far a,s I could into the 
mine—some 20 or 30 yards ; then I had to turn back. Mr. Turnbull had not then arrived.
2403. What part did you take as a rescuer of these unfortunate men ? I communicated with Mr. Gell, 
one of the proprietors, and suggested that he should send for Mr. Mackenzie. After that I went to the 
pit. In the meantime Mr. Turnbull had been sent for, and they proceeded inside the mine. I did not 
accompany Mr. Martin, but, when I was standing half-way between the tunnel and the second cross-cut, 
lie came out and told me that Doig had been found. I asked him if he was living. He replied, " Yes.”
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I then proceeded to help carry him out. I took no part in the subsequent operations. I have not been Mr. J. Doig. 
in the mine since, excepting as far as tho first furnace. I have been into tbe ventilating furnace to put 
coal on. The asbes were never tiiken out from alongside the boiler, and there was no water thrown on n7' ■
them, so far as I know7. 1 never cleaned the fire, nor have I seen it cleaned.
2404. As a matter of fact, then you cannot speak from personal experience ? No.
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John White sworn and examined:—
Mr. J. White.

No; I never did.
Yes; I was there before tbc boiler waa

1 believe Hubert Grant was

places worked wide there? 
Some of the bords would

2405. President.'] What is your occupation ? 1 am a miner.
2406. How long have you been mining in this district? Twelve years. 11 Mav ififlC
2407. Have you confined your operations entirely to this district ? Yes ; 1 have been nine years in tbe ’ '
Lithgow Valley Colliery without stopping.
2403. Have you ever worked in Eskbank ? No.
2400. Have you ever in the course of your life seen fire-dam])?
2410. Have you noticed tbe underground boiler in this colliery ? 
put in. I saw the first brick that was ever laid.
2411. Were you present at the building of it? No: but I used to pass it. ^
2412. Ho you know whether the bottom coal was lifted ? Under the boiler it was, but not at tbe back;
I believe it was lifted under the fire.
2413. Was the top-coal taken down ? No. _ . _
2414. Have you ever noticed smoke hanging in the vicinity of the boiler ? Yes, very often; nearly 
every day I passed it both morning and evening. The smoke had to travel at the back about 30 chains.
I have worked iu every part of the mine. A great portion of tho left-hand returns wrhere the smoko 
passed away was partially filled with water. In some places the water would he almost level with the coal.
You could not get in to see. ,
2415. Have you ever seen that yourself ? Yes, I have. I have cut through in one place to let the water
through ; that was just n.t the back of the boiler* - .
2416. Have you worked at tbc left-hand side of tbe tunnel, inwards Eskbank? Ves; right to the
boundary. ' . . . . ,
2417. Is any portion of the pillars removed there? \ es ; just about three pillars tins side, just at the
back of the last explosion or fall. It is about throe pillars back from tbe boiler, allowing a el lain for 
each pillar. _
2413. Wore there any pillars removed further up tbe tunnel? No, not one; 
the man who took tbe pillars out.
2410. Up towards the left-hand of the tunnel and near the mouth, were the 
Some of the bords there are very wide, and the pillars are loft very thin, 
average 10 yards wide. _
2420. And is each divided from the adjoining bord by a narrow pillar ? Yes.
2421. The miners are very fond of doing that, 1 believe? Yes; to get the coal down. 1 have seen the
bords holing through to one another; 1 have often done that myself. i
2422. That is, you were doing a good thing for yourself? Yes; the coal was coming easy,

Was this on the north side ? Yes.
Have you ever seen any falls in this mine? Yes, 1 have. ^
Have you ever been over these falls with, a naked light ? Yes.

2426. Hid you ever see any appearance of explosive gas ? Not a bit. ^ _
2427. Have you ever heard of gas in this mine ? No ; I never heard of such a, thing. _
2-42S. Have you ever complained about tho ventilation of this colliery? Well, 1 did once; it was a long 
lime ago; wc complained to Hoig. , .
2420. What was the nature of your complaint? Wc complained that wceould not keep our lamps aught-
2430. What was tho cause of your being unable to keep your lamps alight ? We put it down to this,, 
that we were working too close together, namely, five of us, and we put the blame on the smoko of the
lamps. . .
2431. Was it' removed? Oh, yes; it was removed without hesitation. They took some or the men out
of the heading, aud the air was then quite different altogether. _ .
2432. Since that time, have you ever made a complaint? No ; the ventilation has always been sufhcient 
since then.
2433. How long was that ago ? About eighteen months. ,
2434'. Have you ever hoard of any underground fires occurring in the vicinity of this boiler r Ao ; they 
say there was a fire at Christmas, but it was unbeknown to me. _
2435. Hid you entertain any fear of danger from this boiler? No ; I never thought of it for a, moment.
2436. What do you know about the first accident? 1 came down about 7'30 on. the morning of the
accident, being on the back shift; I met the foreman, who said it was no use taking the picks, as I would 
not be able to get in ; 1 said 1 would try; I got in 80 chains, within a few chains of the boiler, and 1 met 
smoke about 25 chains down ; I got down 5 chains beyond where I met the smoke ; I did not take any 
part in rescuing Hoig or Younger; I did not work with Mr. Turnbull; I was outside, putting m timber 
.and one thing and another. _ , ■
2437. Hid you go into the tunnel towards the evening again ? No; I went in with the forenoon men,,
about 11 o’clock, to make the fire up. _
2435. Ho you know how far Mr. Turnbull got the smoke down? jSo. , .. .
2436. Hid yon work at the tunnel during the operations preceding the second accident ? Yes, all the 
time; 1 was engaged at the furnace; I never saw the fire there. When they told me about an explosion,
I told them it was not an explosion ; I was not at the furnace when the accident occurred ; I was m my 
own house; 1. was to go on at 4 o’clock, and this happened about 3'30 ; 3. saw all the men earned out.
2440. Why did you not think it was an explosion ? 1 believed that it was a fall of tho tops caused by the
ihoat, certain props having been withdrawn in the vicinity by Mr. Campbell, the present manager. _
24.41, Hid you ever hear of a fall of roof causing such a rush of air? Yes; I TO member one m the 
Hermitage colliery ; a fall took place about tho breadth of this room, and the air cflffie down and put ail 
'our lamps out. It was about 20 yards away.
2442. You saw the pillars in the vicinity of the fire, were they of very small size ? Yes j they wore very trim.

2423.
2424.
2425.
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Mr. J. White, 2443. How many yards wide do you tliinlc ? 1 worked in there myself, and noticed one which, I suppose, 
could hardly hare been more than 2 yards wide.

11 May, 188f!. 2444. ilfr. Usher.'] At the time Mr. Campbell withdrew these props that you speak of, was there any 
fall ? Ho : it waa about three pillars back from the boiler.
2445. What thickness would they average ? In some places 7 yards wide, -while in others they would not 
average above 2 yards. I believe some of the pillars were taken out; I cannot say to -what eitent; I was 
working up the other side at the time, but 1 know the props were taken out.

' 2446. Did you ever travel to the hack and left of the boiler ? Tes; to the Eskbank boundary. I!
travelled that four years ago.
2447. Do you know whether a proper return has been kept on that side ? Ho, but of course the 
day-men used to look to that. It was not my place.
2448. lias a proper return been kept to your knowledge ? I cannot say whether it was or not,
2449. So that you do not actually know whether the return was kept good or not? Ho ; .1 do not know.
2450. Mr. Nmhon.] Have you ever heard of any heavy fall taking place in the vicinity of the Eskbank 
boundary? Ho; I know there was a fall in the main heading, but nothing to speak of; we called it 
nothing. The bords were driven from tho other side then,
2451. Have you ever heard of any previous fire at the boiler? Hever, except what I have mentioned.
2452. Mr. Jones.] Did Grant relate to you that he was blown from tho furnace door to the right-hand 
side of the drums ? Tes.
2453. Do you know if he received any injury ? He has not done any work sines, hut he did not seem 
to have received any injury at the time.
2454. Mr. Curley.] In that place mentioned where the water is, if a fall had taken place there, would 
there be sufficient force of air coming to blow out the stoppings ? It is not all water : it is a swallow.
2455. Supposing that opposite where the water lay a stopping were blown out, do you think there was 
sufficient space between the water and the roof to allow a sufficient force of air to blow out the stopping ? 
In some places it would not, because the water is too high.
245G. President.] I believe there are two swallows, are there not, one near the boiler, and another 
nearer to the left-hand furnace ? Tes.
2457. Was there an open spiice between ? Tos. The water is up to tbe roof at the back of the left-
hand furnace. _
2458. Mr. Usher.] In going over the falls you referred to in a former part of your evidence, did you 
observe whether the top was rock or shale? There was no rock, only the coal.
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J oseph Campbell sworn and examined:—
Mr.J. 2459. President.] What is your occupation and present position? I am at present manager of the 

Campbell. EHfigow Valley Colliery. 1 was formerly employed as an engine-driver.
. \ 2460. What are you bv profession? I am a miner. I learned mv profession in Horthumbcrland,
11 ^l886* England. . . .

2461. And being brought up in Horthumberland, were you accustomed to deal with fire-damp? I have
seen fire-damp frequently. _
2462. And therefore you would recognize it if you saw it again ? Tes ; I know it when I see it in my 
lamp.
2463. How long have you been iu Lithgow? Seven and a half years.
2464. At what mines ? At all the mines excepting tho Ironworks. At the Eskbank, Yale of Clwydd, 
and tbc Lithgow Valley.
2465. Have you ever discovered fire-damp in any of these mines ? ' Hover.
2406. Have you ever heard of it in any of these mines ? Ho. _
2467. Judging from the appearance of the coal—the strata above and below—would you consider that
seam likely to give off gas ? Hot in my opinion. _
2468. Where have you worked in the Lithgoiv Talley mine? I have worked in the right-hand district 
of the main tunnel, also in the left-hand, but it is a long time since I was in the left-hand side. It was 
about five years ago.
2469. Have you worked in the coal adjoining Eskbank ? Tes.
2470. Was any portion of the pillars taken out there? Tea, some of it was taken out.
2471. Can you say to what extent? I cannot exactly say. 1 should think there would bo about five 
pillars split and taken out. They were not falcon clean out, a portion of thorn being left standing.
24/2. Coming to the main tminel itself, were any pillars lakcn out there or robbed? Hot that I am 
aware of.
2473. Were any left small ? Yes. hut none robbed.
2474. Were any taken out contiguous to the underground boiler? Ho.
2475. Did you draw any props from the top of the coal near the boiler ? Ho.
2476. A few pillars back, I mean ? Ho. I drew props out from that portion of the mine 1 have referred 
f.o, down by the boundary, hut that is a good deal more than three pillars away from the boiler. The 
plan will snow it.
2477. Are you not aware that one pillar hack from the main tunnel the pillars arc left much smaller than
has been the rule ? 1 cannot say ; I did not take sufficient notice.
2178. Was that portion worked before you left ? They were busy working tliere when 1 went.
2479. Do you know as a fact that the pillars were left smaller ? I do not know it as a fact.
2480. Then, as to the mode of working this colliery, was it worked in any different fashion or sfyle from 
that pursued in the adjoining collieries ? I do not think it was.
2181. Was it worked much in the same way ? Yes. I think some pillars are smaller here than in fhe 
Eskbank when I was there.
2482. Have you ever seen any appearance of these pillars crushing under the superincumbent weight? 
Ho. When tliere was a largo fall in Brown’s pit I heard a rumbling of pillars in the Lithgow pit,.
2483. Were the stoppings in the Lithgow Valley mine erected in tbe same fashion as in the ad joining 
collieries? Yes.
2484. Then it was a district custom that was followed? Tes. We always put slack stoppings in. Tho 
custom is the same in Eskbank as in the Lithgow Valley mine,- * 2485.
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2IS5. Was timber used tr> strengthen them ? Some of the stoppings had timber in them,
2±S6. Were they carefully constructed ? I cannot say. They were never under my supervision.
2-4S7. Jn your opinion, were tliey sufficient for the purposes required of them? I think they were for 
tho purposes of ventilation.
2488. Have they conducted the ventilatiou in a satisfactory manner? Yes. Before the accident over
14,000 cubic feet of air was coming down to tho men.
2489. Was that a proof of your statement that they were sufficient for their purpose ? In my 
opinion, yes.
2190. Did you ever complain to the late manager of the ventilation or management of tho pit? No.
2491. Have you ever heard of any complaint? Iso, never,
2492. You have already stated that in the course of working this coal yon have not detected any fire
damp ; after the accident, did you detect any indication of fire-damp ? Kot in the least, and 1 have often 
searched for it.
2493. Had fire-damp ever existed, would it, iu your opinion, have been detected after the accident? I do 
not know ; it is hard to say; but I think we should have found it before if tliere had been any there. 
2491. Where do you think you would have found it ? In the highest level.
2195. Hid you ever suspect gas in any part of this colliery during the progress of the operations for 
extinguishing the fire ? Ho; I never'had the least suspicion.
2496. If it never existed before the accident, you know no reason why it should have existed after the fire 
was discovered? Ho, I do not.
2497. Have you ever heard of an open colliery fire generating fire-damp ? Hover.
2498. If it were possible for an open fire to generate fire-damp, where would this fire-damp have been 
detected ? I cannot see how it would he possible to generate it.
2499. Well, I daresay a good many people arc of )rour mind, hut just suppose it were possible for an open 
fire to generate fire-damp, where would it have shown its presence, or where would it have gone in the 
workings ? _ It would have taken the highest level.
2500. Suppose it had taken directly to the return airway, where would you have discovered the fire-damp ? 
Wc should not have discovered it at all, owing to tlho air that was returning; if it came hack in Large 
quantities it would fire on the furnace.
2501. About this underground boiler, did you see it built ? Ho.
2502. Hid you inspect it during the course of its erection? Ho ; I had nothing to do with it.
2503. Ho you know whether the tops were taken down over it? There was one band taken down, I 
knowr, but all the top-coal was not taken down.
2504. Was the bottom coal removed ? I cannot say.
2505. Have you ever seen or heard of any former fire occurring here ? Yes.
2506. When ? I cannot say the exact date; some time previous to the accident; close on twelve months 
I should say.
2507. Ho vrou know7 whether it was a serious fire? I cannot say ; I only heard of it.
2308. Ho you know what was done at tho time ? Ho, I do not.
2509. Regarding this rapper-wire, flow uras it hung ? It was hung on props and over small pulleys.
2510. How' was this rapper or signal ware disarranged by the accident? I cannot say; when we went 
down the funnel I saw it was covered up with slack ; what was ahead of that I do not know7.
2511. AV lien you went down the tunnel, immediately after the accident, did you attempt to wmrk this
wire? Ho. '
25.12. Ho you know whether it was really blocked? T cannot say; no one attempted to work it after the 
accident. "
2513. Have you heard that it was blocked ? I think so ; my judgment is that there was sufficient to 
prevent it from wmrking.
2514. How could this wire have been hung so as to avoid the possibility of its being disarranged by such
an accident ? I cannot say ; it would be a, difficult matter. ‘
2515. What caused this engine to start at first to pull out the skips at the time of the accident? It was 
the suggestion of one or t:wo men who thought that in all probability the miners had sought refuge in 
the skips.
2316. It was not because the wire acted, was it? No ; they had no intimation .outside.
2517. AVas the road blocked up by dehris? Yes.
2518. Can you suggest any means of protecting this wire from accident; was it properly hung ? I cannot 
conceive any other way ; if ithad been enclosed in pipes it would have been impracticable, 1 think, because 
if tho wire broke the pipes would have to be opened.
2519. in working a colliery, can accidents always be foremen ? I think it is quite impossible ; you cannot 
toll what may happen any day.
2520. Are there two separate and distinct outlets for the men from this mine ? Yes.
2521. In case of emergency, can these two outlets he used? Yes.
2522. In addition to those two outlets, could the air-shafts be used for taking out the men ? Yes, but 
there are no appliances ready.
2523. Mr. Arei/son.] There is a main outlet, the furnace, and the travelling road, that is, three outlets ; is
that not so? Yes; there were four outlets previous to this, hut now one is blocked up.
2524. So far as the inlets and the outlets were concerned, was this mine worked in conformity with the 
Act? Yes.
2525. President.] In the case of carbonic acid gas rolling up from an underground fire, would it be
possible to keep the return free from the gas ? 1 cannot sec how it would be possible.
252G. If you had ten separate outlets, could yon have kept them free from gas ? Ho.
2527. In prosecuting the work of getting the fire under, did yon take down a large quantity of air ? Yes;
on the Saturday before the accident there were 26,000 cubic feet of air passing the furnace ; a portion went 
up the first and second cross-cuts, and .14,700 feet went'down to the men.
2528. Would this air have the effect of increasing the fire ? Yes.
2529 And also increase the gas resulting from the fire ? A'es.
2530. And this gas went into the return ? Yes.
2531. Then only the main intake was really available for the passage of the men ? That is all.
2532. In your opinion, could provision have been made in the Mines Regulation Act to guard against such
an accident? I do not think so. '

576—N . 2533.
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2538. If every possible precaution were taken to ensure tbe safety of the work, would Government, in 
your opinion, be justified in suspending tbe operation of the Act to enable an attempt to be made to 

1]TmT^~1S86 recover a valuable colliery F That is a difficult question to answer.
ay’ ‘ 2534. Do you think you ought to be allowed to extinguish an underground fire ? There is a certain 

amount of risk connected with all fires.
2535. No doubt; iu an underground fire where you have two outlets, one an in-takc and the other a 
return, the return must be fouled. Supposing it was so foul that, no animal life could exist, would you 
then, in your opinion, be justified in putting out the fire ? If sufficient precautions were taken to ensure 
the safety of the men, I would.
2530. "Well, granting that, do you think you would be justified in making the attempt? I should say 
yes.
2537. Who was entrusted with the task of seeing that provision was made to ensure the safety of the 
men who were carrying out the work? Myself and the underground manager, Kirkwood.
2538. "Who selected the leaders of the shifts ? Tbc men selected their own leaders.
2539. Did you select any? No.
2540. Did you ever offer any suggestion as to the mode in which the work ought to proceed ? Yes; the 
instructions were always given to the leader of the shift.
2541. Then you say emphatically that you did not take amr part in the selection of the leaders ? Yes,
I do, '
2542. Was each of the leaders aware of the character of the work in which he was engaged ? I should 
think so ; in my opinion yes.
2543. Was any inducement held out to them, or any pressure brought to bear upon them ? No.
2544. Do you consider this work was attended by any danger? I had no idea of any.
2545. And you repeat that you are satisfied that everything was done to secure the safety of the men? 
Y"es ; if it had to be done over again I could not suggest anything better.
2546. To bring your attention to the period immediately preceding this time, when tho men held a 
meeting, and appointed a deputation to 'wait on the masters, can you tell us why the mine had been 
abandoned ? You bad got to the seat of the fire, you saw it, and forthwith the attempt was abandoned ; 
we have never heard any good reason assigned for that? I do not know whether it was intended to 
abandon the mine or not; however, I was not there that night; I was knocked up, almost unconscious of 
what was going on, but I went to the pit next morning, and I heard that the men were commencing with 
the brickwork and stoppings, &e.; it appeared to me that they were going to close the mine on account 
of its condition, as we bad no appliances for putting the fire out. It was a hopeless case until we could 
get appliances ; wc bad no water for example.
2547. 'Then do you believe that was the cause of tbe mine being abandoned for a period ? Yes; I think 
that was tbe reason.
2548. When you got down again to the seat of tbe fire, did you satisfy yourself as to the cause of it? No; 
it was a mystery.
2549. You knew that an underground fire occurred at that time? Yes.
2550. And you knew that smoke and heated gas passed over unprotected heaps and portions of coal? 
Yes.
2551. You knew that heaps of small coal hail been allowed to lay at and around tbe furnace ? Never
around it. < ’
2552. At all events you knew that an underground fire had occurred there, that the fire was burning 
round the holier, and yet you say you never suspected tbe cause of the fire, furthermore, you knew 
that certain men coming out on the Saturday before noticed an unusual smoke about tho boiler and in 
the workings, aud yet you say you did not suspect the cause of the fire ? I suspected that it originated 
down by the boiler.
2553. Before the first accident, did you know the course taken by the ventilation ? No; only just what 
I have had pointed out to me,
2554. You knew that it went down the main tunnel, when it, to a certain extent, stopped and returned, 
one portion up the right-hand and the other portion up the left-hand side ? I knew that the bulk of tho 
air went towards the right-hand workings.
2555. And you also knew, did you not, that Doig and his companions had entered the right-hand air
way? Yes.
2556. And you knew that the main intake was full of smoke and choke-damp ? Yes.
2557. Did it not occur to you that it was a strange proceeding for Mr. Doig to enter the right-hand 
return under these circumstances? Yes, it seemed very strange to me.
2558. "Were not naked lights used in the work of endeavouring to put hack the smoke in the tunnel ? 
Yes; nothing else but naked lights were used.
2559. To return to the fire-damp; if it had existed, would it have been possible to have used naked lights 
tliere, or in the return air-ways? No.
2560. Was evidence of the absence of fire-damp in that ease clear and definite, in your opinion? Yes, 
certainly.
2561. Were you aware that before Mr. Turnbull arrived a party or parties of rescuers had gone down as
far as Tyndall’s heading ? Yes ; I knew that. ’
2562. And that other parties subsequent to that had also, unknown to Mr. Turnbull, penetrated a con
siderable distance into the returns ? Yes, I believe so.
2563. Aud that also, unknown to Mr. Turnbull, these parties had discovered the bodies of the unfortunate 
men ? Yes, I knew that.
2564. And that the air was not loaded with choke-damp in the right-hand return ? Yes, I knew that, 
too.
2565. Did this circumstance excite any curiosity in your mind as to the reason why this return was not 
full of smoke and choke-damp ? We have evidence that it was comparatively clear and free, and that 
men could live in it ? Yes.
2566. Did it excite any suspicion in your mind as to the cause of this apparently anomalous state of 
matters ? I thought myself that there was a fall somewhere in the main heading.
2567. And as a matter of fact when you got down weeks after that you saw a fall ? Yes.
2568. And was it a large one? Yes. "
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2560.
2570.
2571..
2572.
2573. _ . . „ . „
charged me very seriously not to allow the men to incur any risk ; they said they would sooner lose the 
whole of the property than that the life of one man should he sacrificed.
257'i. And you carried these instructions out in the course of the operations ? Yes.
2575. Did you discover a few days before the accident that a stopping had been surreptitiously 
opened? les.
257(5. What stopping was that? The twenty-ninth stopping on the left-hand side.
2577. Can you decribo what you saw? On the second shift, before the discovery, I took throe or four 
men in with me to examine these stoppings, and found that some of them were not altogether right, and 
I put the men to work to tighten the stoppings that were loose; subsequently I was down in that 
direction removing some timber ; my lamp was hanging on a prop, and my attention was directed to the 
flame of a lamp which I saw was hearing down towards the stopping. ]. thought that something was 
wrong, aud upon investigation discovered that this particular stopping had been tampered with ; about 
0 inches of slack had been pulled from the centre of the stopping.
2578. How could this have been done, Mr. Campbell? I could not say, unless somebody pulled it down.
2579. AVas anybody admitted into the tunnel but the workers ? No. *
2580. Then it would seem to lie between the workers ? Unless someone got in without being observed.
2581. AVhat object would anyone have to gain ? That I cannot say.
2582. AVas there any watchman put on at the tunnel mouth? The man who attended to the furnace 
acted as watchman,
2583. Did they ever admit anyone into the tunnel without an order ? Not that I am aware of.
2581'. Yon have no doubt that these men at the furnace did their duty ? None whatever.
2585. AVere the stoppings below blown out in the main tunnel at the accident which afterwards occurred ?
Yes.
2586. AVould not a similar cause account for a few inches being driven out of this stopping ? I do not 
know.
2587. Did you sec any evidence of any person having been at this place where the stopping was tampered 
with ? Ales.
2588. Might some person have got into the mine without being observed ? They might,
2589. How could they get out again ? They might wait for an opportunity.
2590. AVhat effect had this upon the fire ? I do not know that it had any effect, excepting that it would
take a portion of air from the main tunnel. '
2591. AVas that noticed by the workers ? No; X never heard them complain,
2592. Did you anticipate or foresee this unfortunate accident? No.
2593. Did any man express to yon his doubts as to the general safety of the mine ? No.
2594. Did you hear any sound of falls to the left of the tunnel previous to the accident? Some fortnight
before I first got down to the fire 1 heard some falls on the main tunnel in front, hut never heard anything 
to the left. .
2595. Coming to the 29th stopping again, did you see over the top of it? Yes.
2596. Did you see any fire there ? No.
2597. Did any man hear falls before the accident ? I have heard since that some of them heard falls, but 
they did not inform me at the time.
2598. In the light of subsequent events, could you have anticipated this accident? No.
2599. In your opinion, what was the cause of the catastrophe? I think it was caused by a heavy fall.
2600. AVhere could a large fail take place in these workings ? It is hard to say. There might be a fall 
where these pillars ivere taken out.
2601. In your experience, have you ever known of a very strong rush of wind occurring in consequence of 
a fall ? Yes.
2602. AVhere ? 1 have known it in the Eskbank mine and in the old country.
2603. Tell us about tbe fall in the Eskbank mine ? I have been knocked down by the effects of a fall 
there.
2604. AVhat distance where you from tho fall ? About a chain.
2605. Did it do any other damage ? AVell, it knocked the skips about that were close to us, and made 
the slack fly about.
2606. In the old country, ivhat experience have you had of a similar catastrophe to that which occurred in 
the Lithgow A^alley mine? .1 have known falls occur there when all the lights have been extinguished.
2607. Had the stoppings in the Lithgow Valley mine, along the main tunnel, been built of brick, do you 
think tho result of this accident would have been different? It is hard to say,
2608. Supposing that there had been brick stoppings, and these stoppings had been blown out, what would 
the results have been ? I think the results would have been the same as we have seen in this case. j
2609. AVhere were you when this accident occurred? I was sitting outside on the bank. I. saw smoke 
coming out of the left-hand up-cast shaft, extending up to 15 or 20 feet.
2610. Did you see_anything remarkable about the mouth of the tunnel ? I saw some smoke coming out.
2611. How long did it continue ? Eor about two or three seconds. i
2612. Did you see Grant, the furnace-man, there ? Yes.
2613. Did he seem to be in a dilapidated condition ? AVell, he shouted out to me, and appeared to be in 
a very great fright.
2614. Did he tell you he had been projected out of the tunnel for a distance of 100 yards ? No, but I
know chat it could not he a fact anyway. ’
2615. AVas Grant injured? I do not know'.
2616. Did he complain ? Yes, he complained, hut I thought it was from fright.
2617. Are the gates at the mouth of the tunnel permanent and strong structures ? No.
2618. AVere they blown away by the force of the blast? No,
2619. AVhatj force would be required to blow a heavy man like Grant out of the tunnel—would not such
a force be sufficient to have blown away these frail structures? It ivould have made a considerable im
pression on them, anyway. 2620

Did it destroy the air-ivay ? Yes. - Mr.
AVere you present when the last accident occurred ? Yes ; I was present outside. **■ Campbell.
How long bad you been out of the mine ? 1 left it about 2 o’clock.
How often did you visit the underground operations ? I was seldom away night or day. ^ ™aJ'il896.
Then ivhat instructions did your owners give you as to the general safety of the men ? They ‘
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Mr. 2620. Do you credit Ins statement ? No; I know it is not true. _ _ .
J. Campbell. 2621. Ton think the man is possessed with a diseased organ of wonder. "What did you do immediately 
ib a'^er hearing of this accident? I scarcely knew what to do. As soon as I heard of the accident, I ran 

a^1 ' to consult with Mr. G-ell, and returned in three or four minutes. I did not see Mr. G-ell; he was not at
home at the time. During my absence they had pulled out the skips. Young Norwood was in the skips. 
"We had heard a cry for help from the tunnel, and we rushed in. Morris and James Rowe being among the 
number. ,
2622. What did you see ? We found Mantle about 3 chains down the tunnel. He was lying down
and calling for help, and appeared to be very much exhausted. _ _
2623. Was he much injured? I never examined him. I saw' him lying down, and gave him in charge of
someone else. I then hurried on. . _
2624. Did you notice whether the doors of the right-hand furnace were open ? No, I did not; hut the
left-hand furnace door was open. _ _
2625. Well, after passing the left-hand furnace-door, what did you see ? I found Durie and Duncan just 
past the left-hand furnace. They were going out on the main tunnel. They were standing when I came 
up to them. I gave them in charge of somebody, and went further on, when 1 found Kirkwood. .
2626. How many chains down w'as that? About 10 chains. I tried to get further down after this, hut 
could not. The smoke was in the tunnel there, and the stoppings were down.
2627. Was this spot the first place where you saw the stoppings blown down ? No; 1 saw them before 
this, and noticed that the top was just blown out from the left across the road. AV e repaired these 
stoppings.
2628. And having repaired the stoppings you wrent onwards? Yes. _
2620. Where did you come upon the first party ? I wras repairing one of the stoppings when the party 
ahead of me found Buxza, It wrould not be more than a chain from where we found Kirkwood. ■
2630. That would be about II chains down ? I would not be positive as to the distance.
2631. Was he dead ? I was told he was dead, but 1 cannot say whether he was dead when he was found.
2632. Was the air very bad then ? Yes.
2633. How long would that be after the accident ? I should say it would be about half an hour, scarcely
so much perhaps. We then proceeded down for a distance of 18 chains, and we found Thomas Mantle 
at the bottom of the eighteenth stopping, with Lance Allison lying alongside of him: then I dropped 
the canvas immediately, ran down further and got to the next chain, and there found Isaiah Hyde and 
Thomas Kawe. '
2684. That was at the 19th chain ? Yes. ,
2635. Were these two lying together? Yes ; 1 then called to the men to cease operations till wc could
find the lot and get the bodies out, because tliere was a doubt ab mt William Mantle, although he had 
really by this time got out of the mine. We called the roll over, and I told the others to go outside and 
see whether William Mantle had got out. In tho meantime I went 3 chains further down the tunnel to 
see if I could find any more. _
2636. Had you any difficulty in doing this ? The smoke was very thick, as the stoppings were out and
the air current disarranged. _ .
2637. Did you observe any cinders across the road when you were passing these stoppings ? No, I did not.
2638. At what stoppings itid the force of the accident seem to expend itself—wliieh of them seemed to 
have received the greatest amount of injury ? I could not see very much difference in any of them.
2639. Were any of them totally blown out? No, not when I saw them; I think the largest hole was 
about 15 inches.
2640. Did that extend right across the stopping ? No, it was about the centre.
2641. Were these stoppings closed up ? Some of them were. As wc went down those which had been most
blown out were covered with canvas bags. • _
2642. How far did you get down after the accident ? 1 went down about 22 chains on the day of the
accident,
2643. Did you see any fire in the inside of the stoppings ? No. _ __
2644. Did you see any evidence of an explosion of fire-damp in going down this tunnel? hio,
2645. Have-you ever heard it stated that red-hot ashes or coals had been projected out from some of these
stoppings ? Yes, I have heard so. _ .
2646. And do you credit that statement ? My own private opinion is that it was not so; I saw no 
evidence of it.
2647. Just before tins accident, was the return air-way to the left full of smoke or choke-damp? Yes.
2648. Under the circumstances, is it possible for the waste there to be filled with or to contain any
quantity of fire-damp ? No. ^
2649. Are you aware of tbe effect that choke-damp lias upon fire-damp ? No. _ _ _
2650. I will put it in another way—Does the presence of choke-damp render an explosion impossible? 
I have never seen any explosive gas where there is black-damp. ^
2651. Yon know that choke-damp will put out fire, I suppose ? Yes. _ _
2652. Knowing that, would you say that choke-damp must have the effect of preventing an explosion ? 
I should think so ; yes.
2653. Do you know whether fire-damp would he given off by an open coal fire ? I have already answered 
that; I do not think it could.
2654. Do you know of anything to justify'the statement that fire-damp accumulated in the left-hand wastes, 
that is to say, the wastes towards Eskbank ? I do not know of anything to justify such a statement, 
because I have heard Doig say' from time to time that (hey could not get towards the Eskbank boundary 
for black-damp.
2655. Did you inspect the bodies of these men ? Yes, some of them. _
2656. "What appearance did they' present? They' did not present the appearance of having been burned.
2657. Did you see Allison ? No, except when he was taken out of the mine.
2658. Had these men clothes on? They had flannels on. _
2659. Did the bodies yrou saw differ in appearance from those of Doig, Younger, and Howe? No, not
the ones I saw. _
2660. What do you consider was the cause of the death of Doig, Younger, and Rowe? I consider that
they died from the effects of carbonic acid gas. '

2661.



771

ItOYAL COICMISSION ON COLLIEIiraS—HINO'TES OF EVIDENCE. 101

2G61. And you afcLribute the death of these five men to the same cause? Yea. , ,
2602. During the operation of extinguishing this tire, do you consider that the Inspectors of Collieries
performcd their duty ? I do. a , ‘
2003. Did they extend any privileges in any way ? No. _ , . „ 11 May 1886.
2664. Did they suspend the operation of any clause of the Mines llegulation Actmorder to favour any one? ’ '
Not that X am aware of.
2665. Did they exhibit anxiety for the safety of the men ? Tes. _
2666. Do you think they could have foreseen this accident? I should think not. _ _
2067. Do you think it was in the power of man to have foreseen this accident ? I do not think it was.
2GGS. Could any application of the Mines Regulation Act have prevented it? Not that I am aware of.
2669. Leaving this accident, the mine is now sealed off, that is, the workings above No. 2 cross-cut from
the major portion of the pit, by 27-inch stoppings, is it not so ? Some of the stoppings are 27 inches, 
hut others are only 14 inches. _
2670. Is there any difference in the thickness of the stoppings on the left-hand side of the tunnel ? Yes ;
the. first stopping'is a 27-inch brick stopping to the left of the tunnel with Barlow rails behind ; there is 
another on tbe other side of 14 inches, and one of 9 inches inside the furnace in the return. _
2671. Is tliere any difference in the thickness of the stoppings to tho right? Yes ; the first two stoppings
to the right are 27 inches, and the others arc M-inches, with the exception of one, which is 18 inches 
thiuk, that is below the cross-cut. _
2672. Can you assign any reason for the difference in tho thickness of these stoppings? Yes, some 
of them wore hacked up by such a tremendous amount of slack that we considered 14 inches sufficient.
2673. How many yards of slack were these stoppings hacked up by ? They were of various thicknesses ;
some of them might he hacked up by 6 or 7 yards of slack, and some of them were built right up with 
timber, and filled in with slack behind and brick in front. _ _
2674. Then, in your opinion, are they substantially built stoppings? Certainly.
2675. Are they built in with cement? No, lime.
2676. According to the plan you arc to go by, are any of the old workings forward to the line of the 
cross-cut ? No,
2677. Arc yon aware that the plan has. not been extended for a year ? Yes.
2678. In which case to continue No. 2 cross-cut in its present direction might open up some of tho 
workings ? I do not think so.
2679. But it might? Yes, it might.
26S9. Supposing the workings were eut through, what would be the result? Black-damp would come 
through.
2681. Would it not be wise to swerve this cross-cut some degrees to the south? I have done so.
2682. How many degrees ? 1.0 or 15. _
2683. Arc you aware that the water runs freely from Lithgow Valley mine to Eskbank? No, I am not,
2684. Did it once run freely ? Yes. _
26S5. What is the reason it dobs not run now? Because stoppings have been put in at Eskbank; the 
water was pumped to deliver into Eskbank. _
2686. Then if it did not go, what would he the consequence ? It would run hack again.
2687. A.s a matter of fact it did not run bade, or you could not have worked your mine? Well, the mine 
was not clear of water for four or five months.
2688. What was the growth of tho water ? I helieve they have been pumping and re-pumping it over
again.
2689. If water would run to Eskbank, would a fire draw air through the same place ? Yes, I thiuk it
would. ,
2690. 'Would the flooding of the Lithgow Valley mine have Iho effect of flooding Eskbank? If it "burst 
the dams it would.
2691. Mr. Joneft.~\ Would not brick stoppings, backed up by 6 or 7 yards of small coal, have been more
effective in preventing a recurrence of what took place at the late accident ? Yes, 1 should say so; no 
doubt brick stoppings are the best. _
2692. By whose authority did you proceed to re-open the mine ? By the authority of the proprietors, and
with tho concurrence of the Government Inspector and Examiner. _ ^
2693. I understood you to say that the G-overmnent officials bad nothing to do with the matter? Well, 
they were there to see that nothing was done contrary to the Act; they were sent by the Government 
after having received notice.
2694. Mr. Davie*.'] AVas their opinion asked as to the safety of tbe proceedings? They were satisfied that 
wo were doing right, or they would not have allowed us to proceed, 1 suppose.
2695. Mr. Usher] I suppose there was a reason for your having Barlow rails in No. 1 stopping ? Yes, 
because we could not put an arch stopping ilierc on account of the drift being so near to the main drive.
2696. That is the left-hand corner of tne shaft, ? Yes.
2697. Mr. Curley.] At what time did you commence operations? On 17thFebruary. _ _
2698. When you took charge, did you consult with the proprietors and the inspectors upon the line of 
action that should be pursued? Yes: I suppose you mean before we opened the mine.
2699. I think I understood you to say that you found there were not sufficient appliances, and that 
determined you on closing the mine again ? Yes ; hut wc did not expect that wo should find any fire 
when wc opened the mine ; we expected that the closing of the mine uouldhave put out the fire. ^
2700. At the time that the men were working at this fire, in the event of anything occurring in the main 
tunnel, was there any other way out for them but that by the main tunnel? No.
2701. There was no other safe means of egress? No.
2702. Did you work during tho day, or did you work at slight intervals? I was seldom out of the
mine. _
2703. Did you ever make any observation as to the current of air going up the up-cast shaft ? No ; but 
we frequently took the register in the main tunnel.
2704. Have you seen the ashes deposited about the right-hand furnace? Ares; there were some ashes
there, but they were all deposited in the water. _
2705. Do you consider it advisable that ashes taken from the furnace fire should be deposited in the mtuc 
and stacked to such an extent? AVell, I consider the best plan would be to take them out.

2706.
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_^r', 2706. -Turging from your experience inEsltbank as to the effects of a large fall, did it ever occur to you
J. Campbell. ^ ca.rry|ng out; these operations that there was a possibility of danger from such a source? No, it never 
llMa^lSSS occurrc^ *° ,n0 1 we oever had the least apprehension of danger. _

fty' 2707. At the time of yonr consultation with either tho proprietors or the Inspector of Collieries or the 
Examiner of Coal-fields, was the matter of a fall, or any other thing from which danger might he appre
hended, brought up ? No, never.
2708. llow far was this rapper-wire erected from the side of the tunnel? In some places it was pretty 
near the side—only a few inches from the rib,
2709. How high from the floor of the mine? It varied; in some places it was not more than a foot.
2710. In conducting these operations, did you ever refer to the Coal-fields Regulation Act at all to see if 
you were infringing any of its provisions? No ; we had policemen watching us night and day, and if we 
had been doing anything wrong I take it that we should have been stopped ; we conducted operations so 
far as we knew in compliance with the Mines Regulation Act.
2711. Mr. Usher.'] AVould the fact of your swerving No. 2 cross-cut to the south rise prevent your holing 
in the old workings? That is the reason why it was determined upon; it was tho intention to swerve, bub 
not at such an angle to begin with,
2712. Why was it the intention to do this ? Because we thought it best to be safe; I have worked in that 
direction for a good distance.
2713. Have yon taken any precaution to prevent holing into the workings further to the south? Tes; 
we have put some bore-holes in.
2714. Do you know the size of the pillars on the south-east part of the workings? No, except by 
the plan.
2715. Did you at any time accompany Mr. Turnbull to ascertain whether explosive gas existed in tho 
waste workings ? I accompanied him wdien we took out the plug in the main tunnel,
2716. Did ho tell you he expected to find explosive gas? Tes ; lie came down aud made an examination 
on the Sunday morning, and he made the remark when he came out of the mine that she was full of 
explosive gas. He went and told the company the same.
2717. How did he try the gas ? With a Davy lamp.
2718. AVas he very careful in approaching the openings? Yes, very careful.
2719. AVho was present ? Mr. G-ell, Mr. AVilton, Kelly, and Morris,
2720. AVhat was the result of the examination ? He distinctly stated that he believed it to be carbonic 
acid gas.
2721. Did the gas extinguish the light? Tes.
2722. Do you know the thickness of the rock overlying the coal-seam to the extreme workings ? No, I 
do not.
2723. Mr. Jones.] Are you aware that the pillars have been very much robbed on the left-hand side of 
the main tunnel ? lam not aware.
2724. A previous witness has stated that they had been robbed to a very great extent ? I did not know
that they had been. • _
2725. Did you ever visit the side of the boiler either previous to or after the first accident ? Yes.
2726. AVhat did you observe ? When I have been in during the morning I have seen a little vapour 
hanging there.
2727. Did you ever have an opportunity of going in behind the boiler on the left-hand side? No. I 
have been behind the boiler since the accident occurred, and saw a fall of rock just close to the boiler; it 
was composed of coal and stone ; it was not on fire when I saw it; I saw a flame behind the boiler after 
the first accident: I was in charge then; I kept putting on water and taking away the stuff a-s quickly as 
possible ; I do not think the fire was put out.
2728. AVhat proceedings did you take after that? AVe commenced to build up the brick stoppings.
2729. And you left the fire burning ? Ves.
2730. President.] In proceeding down the tunnel after the first accident, you say that the stoppings were 
down, and you looked through and perceived no fire. Did you see whether any top-coal had fallen ? I 
did not.
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AVilliam Pitt sworn and examined :—
Mr. W. Pitt. 2731. President.] AVhat is your position, Air. Pitt? I am manager of tho Eskbank Colliery.

-v, 2732, How long have you been manager of that colliery ? Over ten years.
11 May, 1886. 2733, Have you worked the coal along your southern boundary to the left portion of the Lithgow Aralley 

mine boundary ? Ves.
2734. Did you workup to the boundary ? AVell, I consider not.
2735. Have you worked over the boundary in any part ? I think not. _
2736. Has any communication been made between the Eskbank mine and the Lithgow Valley mine ? Tes.
2737. Does water run between the two mines ? 1 cannot say. _
2738. Have you taken precautions to prevent the water from running between these two mines—have 
you put in any dams, or by any other means endeavoured to stem the water ? As we worked the pillars 
out we banked the slack well hack,
2739. Ton have worked tho pillars out along the boundary, then ? Tes.
2740. AVhat object had. you in view in working the pillars out from that point ? Simply that when we 
got to the boundary we took all the coal out.
2741. Have you stopped pillaring that portion of your estate ? That jiortion is already pillared.

(Plan of Eskbank Colliery exhibited.)
Dictated by the President.
[In reference to the encroachment, Mr. Pitt pointed to the position on the plan where an encroach

ment has been made, being the same as that shown on the Lithgow Aralley plan. A large 
portion of pillars extending over some acres is stated by the witness to have been taken out. 
The witness also states that the place occupied by these pillars is perfectly closed. He 
explains that the effect of the Lithgow Aralley mine being flooded would be to flood Esk
bank also.] ■

2742,
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2742. PresidentP] In your ten years’ experience, Mr. Pitt, have you ever discovered fire-damp in tins 
colliery? No; I never saw the slightest trace of it.
2743. Mr. Davies.~] Have you ever been where there is fire-damp ? No.
2744. PresidentJDo you work with naked lights ? Tes. _
2745. Mr. Gurley.'] Have you ever searched for fire-damp on the top of these large falls where the pillars 
arc taken out ? Wo far as we could, yes.
274G. Have you ever found any trace of fire-damp ? No, never.
2747. President.] Have you overheard of it? No.
2748. Mr. Usher.] Did you ever put in any clay dams anywhere near the boundary? No, nowhere along 
the boundary. No provision has been made for damming back the water from the Lithgow Valley mine, 
except banking the slack well up beliind after taking out the pillars. At the seat of the encroachment a 
narrow rib of coals was left in.

[Mr. Pitt has no objection to the Commission, or a deputation from the Commission, visiting the Esk
bank workings with a view to enlightening themselves upon the statement he has made.]

Mr. W. Pitt. 

11 May, 1886.

Edward Cell sworn and examined :—
2749. President.] You are one of the owners of the Lithgow Valley Colliery? Ves.
2750. How long have you been one of the owners? Ever since it has been opened—about twelve or 
thirteen years. I do not know the time exactly.
2751. What part have you taken in the management of the colliery? I have not taken any part more 
than the other members of the Company since during the last five or six years.
2752. Have you frequently visited tho underground workings of your property? No.
2753. How often did you visit the workings ? I had not been through the workings for four or five years 
before the last accident, and, as you can imagine, at that time they did not extend to any great distance.
2754. To whom did you delegate the charge of the underground workings of your colliery? To Mr. 
Doig, tho late manager. Perhaps, if you will let me, gentlemen, I could give you a short narrative which, 
so far as I am concerned, would put the whole matter clearly before you.
2755. Very well, Mr. Gell, proceed? When we first opened this mine we got Mr. Winship to come over 
to lay it out for us; ho performed that duty, and recommended to us Mr. White as a competent manager. 
He, however, had a failing that rendered it necessary that he should be suspended not very long after his 
appointment. Wcthen,attherccommendationof Mr. Winship, got ayoungmannamed Swan. He was also not 
considered satisfactory, and did not remain in our employmoro than six or eight months. Wenext engaged 
a Mr. Douglas, who was an old practical miner. He had been engaged at, and in fact I believe he wasatthe 
opening of the Eskbank mine, and had the reputation of being an experienced miner; he remained with 
us for some time, but he did not turn out very well. You will understand, doctor, that at this time there 
were none of the proprietors living anywhere near the spot. I lived in Bathurst, and used to come over 
here once a month to pay the wages ; I did not very often remain more than a few hours; I used to come 
for that purpose solely. ’ You will understand that we had not a very great knowledge of the practical 
part of the business—in fact we trusted entirely to the men wc had employed. Mr. Doig was employed 
during the whole of this time as an underground manager, and, as a matter of fact, we discovered that the 
whole of the management of the mine had devolved upon him during the time when we were paying for 
other men to manage it; hence, when it became necessary to appoint a new manager, we thought it was 
about time to give Doig the position and the pay, seeing that he had during all this time been performing 
the actual duties pertaining to the management of tho mine for tho wages of a subordinate. He waa 
therefore appointed manager, and the whole of tho management of the mine was placed in Ins hands. 
Mre had perfect confidence in his good judgment; he had everything that he required for carrying out 
the operations of the colliery; and, so far as I know, all of his requests in connection with that part of 
the business were promptly attended to.
275G. He gradually worked himself into your confidence? Yes.
2707. Then we are to understand that all the management and care of the mine underground devolved 
upon Mr. Doig ? Yes.
2758. Practically he had sole management of the mine? Yes.
2759. Did you interfere with Mr. Doig in any way ? Never.
2760. Mr, Doig was a man in whom you reposed the utmost confidence? Undoubtedly.
2761. You know this underground boiler? Yes. ...
2762. Have vou inspected that boiler? No ; I was up to it during the time we were trying to extinguish 
the fire, hut 1 never saw it before.
2763. Did you ever hear of fires occurring at this boiler before the accident of the 14th of Eebruary ? 
No ; it came upon me quite as a revelation ; I have no recollection of hearing anything of the kind. 
2761. Had you heard of this occurrence, would it have raised your suspicions as to the security of the 
mine ? Yes, undoubtedly. Perhaps it may not be amiss if I state to you that I have some practical 
knowledge of, though I am not acquainted technically with, coal-mining, as I am an architect by profession.
2765. Then you are quite certain that you did not hear of any fires having occurred prior to the one on 
the date mentioned ? Yes.
2766. Coining to the morning of tho accident, in Eebruary, when were you apprised of something being 
wrong? I was told of it about 7 o’clock on the Monday morning.
2767. And of course you came to the mine? Yes ; I got up instantly and sent to Mr. Wilton, at the
“ Hermitage,” and he arrived at the mine shortly after 1 got there. _
2768. What was the position of things at the mine ? Well, of course there was a great deal of con
sternation among the men, although the full extent of the disaster was not then known ; Mr. Turnbull 
was at once sent for, being a practical man.
2769. Before Mr, Turnbull’s arrival, did you hear whether any rescuing parties had penetrated into the 
mine ? I cannot say that I remember that.
2770. Well, on Mr. Turnbull’s arrival, what conversation had you with him—what was the purport of it? 
Well, 1 have no distinct recollection; of course you can understand that all was excitement, people 
running here and running there, and no one knowing hardly what to do; as far as I was individually 
concerned I was to a great extent paralysed by the horror of the situation, and my recollection is not 
therefore very distinct as to particulars,

2771.

Mr. E. Gell. 

11 May, 1886
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Mr. E. Gell, 2/ i 1. And wlien Mr. Turnbull arrived I understand you gave biin instructions to do liis best under the 
circumstances ? Tes; Mr. "Wilton and I were both present at the time, and, so far as ] can recollect, we 

11 May, 18S6. did trust him entirely in the matter, as we were ourselves utterly helpless from want of knowledge.
2772 Ton trusted Mr. Turnbull with the task of opening out the timiielr1 Tes; there was first the 
rescuing of the men of course; hut we gave him full charge also of anything he thought was necessary 
to be done. "
2773. Do you know, of your own knowledge, anything concerning the discovery of the men? Of my

' own knowledge, no.
2774. After Sir. Turnbull had proceeded with the work which he had undertaken for some hours, do you 
recollect a man named Davis arriving at the mine ? Tea.
2775. Did he speak to you? Tes; Mr. Wilton and I were talking in front of the house where John 
Doig was lying between life and death; there were a great many persons standing about, and a good deal 
of excitement prevailed, so that you can imagine that, a person would pay very little attention to what was 
said at such a time. 1 only remember this man coming up, and with him, 1 think, Mr. Wilson, of the 
Zig-Zag Colliery, and they began to talk about what was best to he done under the circumstances. I 
have no recollection of anything more taking place than some observation being made, such as, “ Well, 
we shall all have to do our best,” or, “ Everybody must do their best.” Eor my own part, I do not think I 
said anything; it was represented by Davis afterwards that ho was working under my instructions, but I 
do not remember giving instructions to any one.
2776. Had you any intention of superseding Mr, Turnbull ? To ; how could I ?
2777. Shortly afterwards, did Mr. Turnbull come to you and complain that he had been superseded? I 
do not know that he complained about being superseded. Ho did complain about this man Davis tearing 
down the face of the hratticing that lie had put up, and X afterwards learned that Davis said ho had done 
this under my instructions.
2778. What did you_say to Mr. Turnbull? I do not remember what I said; I presume I should have 
said that I did not give him any instructions.
2779. Did Mr. Tumbidl assign that as a reason for throwing up his charge? He never said anything 
about throwing up his charge, so far as I remember.
2780. As a matter of fact, the mine was closed up shortly afterwards. Was any reason given for this ; 
did Mr. Turnbull seem to be displeased or piqued at Mr. Davis interfering with his work ? I think he was, 
hut I am not aware that that was a reason why the mine was closed. The fact is, the whole thing got into 
confusion, and it was allowed to drift.
2781. Did not Mr. Turnbull keep the men to their duty, seeing that he allowed things to drift into con
fusion ? Everything was placed under his charge, you say ? Tes, but being a volunteer he waa to a cer
tain extent irresponsible.
2782. When waa the mine closed up, was it on the Monday ? It was on the following day, I think, or 
the day after.
o£q?’ wiU eaT X011 proceeded to the scene of the accident on the Monday morning about 7 o’clock? Tes.
2784. When did yon learn that the mine waa on fire ? It was discovered to be burning before that day— 
I never heard of it until that morning.
2785. When did you hear that the fire had been discovered on the Sunday ? It was Doig’s brother who 
came to call me on the Monday and told me. He said that his brother and Charley Younger were iu tho 
mine. Ibey had been apprehensive that something had occurred, as a considerable amount of smoke had 
been seen issuing from the mine.
278G. When did you hear that an unusual amount of smoke had been seen hanging about the boiler on 
Saturday night? I presume I may have heard it that same dav, Monday. There was a greatdealof talk 
going on about the matter. ' "
o'-qo' i.!>®^eve Pne Maimi, an engine-driver, accompanied Doig into the mine on Sunday ? Yes. 
2/88. Did you think it strange that Martin did not report the fire, and the fact that Doig had gone into 
the workings, when he came out of tho mine P He came out of the mine comparatively early on the 
evening of Sunday aud went home to bed, and does not seem to have mentioned the subject to anyone.

consider that extraordinary conduct ? Well, I do not think I should have acted so myself.
2/89. Have you ever questioned Martin upon the subject ? No.
2790. AVe have been told that Mr. Passmore was informed about 6 o’clock, or somewhere about that time, 
on Saturday night, that an unusual occurrence had taken place in the region of the boiler, and that ho 
replied to his informant, ‘‘That is all right,” and moved off. Have you ever heard of this ? No; I do 
know of it only from the evidence given at the inquest.
2791. Then the mine was sealed up ? Yes.
ovqq’ w?8 *n accor^.ancc ’"'Ith the directions of the Government Inspectors ? I think so.
2793. When did they arrive? 1 am not sure whether they arrived that nightorthciollowingday. I may 
say that my memory is not particularly strong. ’
oiro-1' arr'vc eai’ly °,n Hie Tuesday morning? I really could not fix the date.
279d. Vy ere they present before the mine was sealed up ? I should say no. 1 think it was by their 
instructions that the mine was sealed up. ’
2796. What charge or responsibility did the Government officials take on their arrival at tho mine? 

■ fX took no responsibility that I am aware of beyond what I understood their instructions to he, that no 
risk oi life was to be incurred. ‘
279/. Did you second their efforts in that direction? In everything.
o^oo wl min® wa's closed for ftbout a month, I think ? 1 helieve about three weeks.
ooerv 'i in<’^ced y?u 1° re-open the mine ? Well, the impression was that the fire was virtually out.

800. Among whom did that impression exist ? Mr. Turnbull, I believe, gave it us his opinion some two
or three weeks betore the openings were made that no fire existed in the mine.
oq/vi' ti-1011 ,y0U bebcvod Iho hre had been extinguished when you re-opened the stoppings ? Yes. 
iBLULJlow long was it before you got down to the seat of the fire, down to the boiler? 1 cannot say 
very distinctly—well on to a fortnight.
oonf' iVld y°« sa'v tbe hre burning ? Yes ; we found tho obstacles greater than we had apprehended.
2804. Irom what ? Prom the fall of the tops and rock.
2805. Had very much fallen about the main seat of ‘he fire? Yes.
2806. Did you proceed iuto the tunnel on the morning of your arrival ? No. '

2807.
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2807. Did you hear how far the smoke or choke-damp stood when you arrived on the scene ? I cannot Mr- E-Qo11- 
eay ; it did not make much impression on my mind, as I was really too much pro-occupied.
2808. Did you visit the scene of the operations at the re-opening r Tes, repeatedly. It Mhyj 1886.
2800. Did you see a largo fall in the main tunnel opposite the boiler? Tes.
2810. It was a very large fall, was it not? Tes. _ ,
2811. Did it obstruct the air-current to all appearances ? IV ell, we could scarcely tell, as it was almost
impossible to see the tops owing to the density of the smoke, but there is no doubt that it was a very 
large fall. _ _
2812. When was it you abandoned the attempt to extinguish the fire at this time. It appears you got
down to the fire, and suddenly determined to close the mine—what was the reason of this ? Tou appear 
to be labouring nnder some misapprehension : it ivas not that time. The time I am referring to was 
about a week or two before the last aeeidont. ... ,
2813. We are informed that immediately after the opening of the tunnel for the first time the workers 
proceeded down the tunnel and saw a fire. It was then suddenly determined to close the mine, and the 
men were accordingly withdrawn. We are also informed that tho stoppings were rebuilt, when a circum
stance happened to which I shall refer immediately. I want to know what the reasons were that caused 
you to abandon the attempt to extinguish the fire. Wc have been told to-day that it was for want of the 
necessary appliances—is that so ? I have no knowledge of any difficulty of that kind arising.^
2814. Do you remember the men holding a meeting about this time at the Lithgow mine ? 1. es.
2815. What was the cause of their holding this meeting? I only know of one meeting, and that was 
when the men expressed great dissatisfaction at the mine being closed.
2816. Why did you close it at that time ? That is the time to which I referred: I really cannot tell you.
I did not take a very active part in the matter. Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. liowan were there, as also Mr.
Wilton, part proprietor in the mine, who is necessarily a very much more energetic man than I am, I 
entrusted tho matter entirely into their hands. ,
2817. Then you do not know the reason of the mine being closed ? I do not remember any particular
reason. I may perhaps be allowed to tell you by tbe way, as an explanation of my apparent stupidity, 
that I have been suffering from an affection of the head for some four or five years, and oy the advice of 
my medical man have taken two trips to Europe in order to recover, so that you will understand I have 
been a great deal away from here. The result of this affliction lias also been to considerably affect my 
memory. _ ,
2818. Very well, Mr. Gell; these men held a meeting, when you determined to close the_ mine. What 
resolution did they arrive at ? In calling it a meeting, I am not aware that it was an organized one in any 
way. The men used very frequently to mass in considerable force about the mouth of the tunnel, and, so 
far as I know, this was one of those gatherings. However, they did speak to mo about sealing up tho 
mine. Some of them said they were perfectly satisfied that if she were once sealed up she would not he 
opened again, I may say that a great number of these men have been working there from the commence
ment of the mine; aiid f believe the whole of them, with very few exceptions, would be extremely sorry to
leave the place. ,
2818. Then, do I understand that tho meeting was attended by the men, by the inspectors, and liy yourself, 
and that it was ultimately agreed to give these men an opportunity of making a trial to extinguish this 
fire? Pardon me a moment. On tins particular occasion it ivas suggested by one of the miners that no 
should attempt to work the cross-cut on which we are now working. Mr. Turnbull and Mr. Mackenzie, 
and, I think, Inspector Eowan, went to examine this cross-cut; and it resulted in Mr. Turnbull’s getting 
overpowered by tho gas, and he was carried out of the mine. This, of course, caused further excitement; 
and then there was some talk of shutting the tunnel up. ,
2820. AVhat answer did you give to the men ? I do not remember that I gave any answer, but, wc being 
down at the place—that is, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Eowan, and Mr. AVEton I helieve an arrangement was 
come to, and the men determined to go to work.
2821. Did you select the men ? Oh, no; Mr. Campbell did that, I suppose ; I do not remember. I did
not take any leading part in the business. ,
2822. AVas any pressure brought to bear on the men who engaged in this enterprise. Oh, dear, no; the #
pressure was on the other side. . .
2823. Do you think they were fully alive to the danger which existed in connection with this enterprise,
I should imagine so.
2824. Did they know all vou knew? Ales, and probably a great deal more.
2825. AVas it about this time that Mr. Campbell was appointed manager? I do not remember tbe exact 
time when he was appointed. I believe it was a day or two after poor Doig’s death. It was necessary to 
have someone, and he was tho likeliest man on the spot.
2826. Tou repeat, Mr. Gell, that you have received no complaint as to the dangerous state of this under
ground boiler ? Not a word. _ ^
2827. Did you know of tbe existence of any previous fire there? _ No. _
2828. Were you in any way warned of this circumstance before it occurred? No. _
2829. Tou received no complaint from tbe inspectors as to how the mine was conducted? Not a word.
2830. Tou received no complaint from tho inspectors as to the condition of the plant of the under
ground portion of the works ? Not a word. _ _
2831. Can you assign any cause for this fire? AVell, 1 could assign a cause. There are circumstances con
nected with it of rather a suspicious character.
2832. AVe should be very glad to bear your suspicions if they are founded on anything tangible? One of
the men working in this'mine some week or two before tbe fire in February saw a light one night when 
bo was returning out of the mine, and when no one was supposed to be there except himself. I could not 
say how long it might, bo two or three weeks. ,
2833. Very well ? That of itself was considered rather a suspicious circumstance. Then we also heard it 
stated that Doig made a remark to one of the men about the air-course having been changed.
2834. AVhen did he make this remark ? When he was iu conversation with one of tho men, I forget
which, either Martin or Passmore. , ,
2835. He made a remark that the air-course was changed ? Tes. I am not sufficiently practical as a
miner to know what might happen if such a change had been made, but the air-course was down tho 
tunnel. _
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Mr. E. Gell. 2836. That is, it went in the tunnel ? Tes; it went a certain distance in and then turned round to the 
ftnd left, and it would appear that under ordinary circumstances the smoke would not come hack to 

11 May, 1886. the mouth of the tunnel. In my judgment what did take place was therefore a singularly suspicious 
circumstance. "
2837. Tou have spoken of a large fall having taken place in the tunnel in the vicinity of the boiler, aud 
which obstructed the ventilation. Would that not be sufficient to account for the phenomena you have 
described? I do not think it reasonable to suppose a fall to have occurred at that early date, because I 
presume the heat from the fire brought down the rock.
2838. Then it is very difficult to say when the fall took place? 1 remember hearing one of the men 
making a remark about hearing a heavy fall, but I could not fix the date.
2839. What was the vocation of this man in your employ who had seen the light dodging about in that 
particular position about a week or two before this occurred ? I think bis name is Kaymond.
2840. Was bo the only one you ever heard speak of it? Yes, I think he was the only one. Then there 
was another suspicions circumstance. Oue of the stoppings was opened surreptitiously at the time when 
we were attempting to reach the fire.
2841. Yes, we nave heard of that to-day ? AVell, it seemed to show that some agency was at work trying 
to prevent our putting out the fire, and it was only reasonable to suppose that the same agency might 
have been employed to originate it, I would here ask you to allow me to make oue more remark. You 
asked me if 1 had been at the seat of the fire. I may now tell you that I was there repeatedly, and 
remained there for several hours together. I stopped in the mine till 12 p.in. and 1 o’clock in the morn
ing with the men, and went as far into the workings as any of them went. I mention this to show you that 
we—that is, tho proprietors—could not have been apprehensive of any danger ; and more than this, I may 
say. that Jlr. AVilton, a few days previous to tho accident, took my own daughters iuto i lie mine to see what 
was to be seen. That was done with my knowledge; and surely if I had had the slightest idea of, or the 
slightest ground to apprehend anything in the shape of danger, I should not have allowed my daughters 
to be taken into the mine.
2842. What part did you take to ensure the safety of tho men ? AVe directed them to be verv careful, 
and not to run into any danger. If we did not give them specific instructions it was because wc looked 
upon them as having more knowledge than wc ourselves possessed ; but wc impressed upon them to take 
special care of themselves, to sound the tops as they went along, and to take every possible precaution to 
ensure the safety of their lives, aud to use timber wherever there was the slightest danger.
2843. Mr. Sicinburn,~] AVhen the mine was closed, and the miners came to you, vou gave them your con
sent to open it again. Did you consult, the Inspector or the Examiner of Coal-fields as to the opening up 
of the mine? AVhen the men spoke to me about: this matter 1 went and consulted the Examiner of Coal
fields, also Mr. Eowan, the Inspector, and Mr. AVilton, before I did anything at all. I did not then give 
any definite reply myself. The men came down to the pit and settled the matter themselves.
2844. But you were a consenting party ? Of course I was a. consenting party. The whole matter was 
talked over, and there was a general consent that a trial to extinguish the tiro should be made, the men 
acting so far on t heir own responsibility.
2815. President.] That is to say, there was a meeting of the proprietors, inspectors, and minor?, ]t 
was a consultation of everyone interested, was it not? A'es.
2846. Mr. Curley.] AVhen you knew that the mine was on fire, and that Mr. Turnbull bad withdrawn 
from the position in which you had placed him, as you state, did you ever cancel (he appointmeut you 
made with Mr. Turnbull ? .Mo ; I think it merely lapsed—that is to say, he ceased to do anything.
284/. AVhat would you estimate the value of the mine to he as a property, Mr. Gell, say at tho time the 
fire was raging ? ----- ' ‘

, 2848. President thought this question ought not to be pul, and it was not pressed.
2849. Mr. Curley.] Did it ever occur to you at this time that tbc best thing you could have done would 
have been to obtain the service of some stilled mining engineer ? Xo. it never did. In fact 1 was not 
aware that anybody possessed more knowledge than the men we bad about us at the time.
2850. As an architect, Mr. Gell, do you consider that tho services of a labourer stand in the same relation
ship as those of a professional man, supposing an opinion to be required upon the construction of a bui]dimr.
2851. President.] I am afraid you are scarcely complimentary to Mr. Turnbull. °
2852. Mr. Curley.] As a maitor of fact, Mr. Gell, would you not look to tbe managers of the neighbouring 
collieries as being most likely to render you assistance under the circumstances in which you were placed— 
and, iu this ease there were also three Government inspectors on the scene, wore there not*? Yes; I perhaps 
ought to have mentioned when you were asking me about this that I instantly telegraphed to Iho in
spector, stating the circumstances of our case, and stating that we did not know how to net.
2853. Mr. Davies.] Did Raymond give you any information about having seen this light before or after the 
hre took place ? _ It was after the fire took place. I think it was about two weeks ago. He told me that 
he had not mentioned tbe matter to anyone because be was afraid they would lauMi at him. Eut he said 
he had told his wife about it.
2854. Hoes it not strike you as being a flimsy occurrence on which to found suspicion? You will
remember that I stated several reasons. The tearing open of the stoppings was one, and the change 
of the air-course was another. I put all three reasons together. °
2855. Do you kuowtha-t when it was decided to re-open the mine whether the Examiner of Coal-fields and the 
Inspector of Collieries concurred with Mr. Turnbull in the opinion that the fire was extinguished ? Oh, yes.
2856. One more question, Mr, Gell. I understood vou to say that Mr. Campbell was appointed manager
of the colliery on account of his being the likeliest man on the spot? Yes; lie was recommended to Mr. 
AVilton and myself by some residents in the valley who worked on the estate and knew him, as well as bv 
persons who bad been acquainted with him for a considerable time and knew his qualifications. '
2S57. Then you thought that these persons were competent to form an opinion as to his qualifications? 
les; but besides that we had had some experience of him ourselves for some time past, and previous to his 
appointment he was subjected to an examination.
2858. AVhat did the examination consist of on that occasion ? It was uot of a scientific character. It was 
ns to where he had been, what had been liis experience, and so forth.
2859. Then you thought him fully competent to undertake the management of the colliery ? 'AYc certainly
believed so. He had been underground manager for a number of years. *
2860. Where was this, Mr. Cell ? I believe hcoccujned that position in the old country,
2861. Had you any documentary evidence of that ? Xo; it was of a merely verbal character. 28G2.
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2802. Prmrfew/.] J^ut wlmt you ■wish to express, Utr. Gell, is that you luxl perfect confidence in Mr, Mr. E. G-dU 
Campbell, is it not so ? Yes ; 1 would as soon take his word as that of any man I know. _ 1'Tr'A'"“|b
2SG3. Mr. Neihon,'\ He was a thoroughly practical man, was’nt he? I believe so. He had been working 7* 
for the Company for several years. _
28G-i. Mr. usher.'] In what capacity ? In many capacities. He had been engaged in the mine laying 
the rails, and had been also driving the engine for some time.
2865- Mr. Jones^] We have been told that shortly before tbe first accident you bad commenced the sinking 
of anew shaft? Yes.
280fi. Wha-t was the special reason the late manager assigned for sinking that second shaft ? Merely 
the water difficulty, I believe. .
2807. Was there nothing further? It had nothing to do with the ventilation, if that is what yon are 
driving at,
2808. Jfad’nt it anything to do with the removal of the boiler ? iMo, nothing whatever.
2869. Hid he never make a complaint to you on the subject or express a desire that it should be removed ?
Ho. I have heard him make a complaint about not having sufficient steam power, hut never anything 
about the removal of the boiler,
2870. How many shafts have you commenced on the estate—1 understand you next rvent on the eastern 
extremity ? Yes, that is the one 1 am speaking of.
2871. Had you come to the determination to sink another shaft? Yes, we had, and were in negotiation 
for a person to come and malm a survey of the place.
2872. Hid you intend to sink that shaft for ventilating purposes alone? Ho ; it wrns more as a right-of- 
way or outlet for the men to get out of the tunnel.
2873. Then it was not for the purpose of hauling coal out? Ho; it was as I say, more for the purpose of 
giving the men an easy way out. They ivould get out close from where they were at work.
2874. You did not contemplate any accident at the time of arriving at this determination? Not at all j 
but still wre thought it a wise provision to do this. Wc should not have hesitated to put down a dozen 
shafts if we thought it was necessary.
2875. Mr. Curley.] Where did you pump your water to, Mr. Gell? We pumped the water into the old 
workings, and it percolated away, where we did not know and did not care.
2870. You were pumping your own water from your own mine and into your own mine ? Yes.
2877. Did it never occur to you that you were pumping the water from one part of the mine to another,
and repumping it over again ? I have heard people say so ; but Hoig, who was a good judge, thought 
otherwise, or he would not have done it. '
2878. Is there any encroachment from Eskbank into your property ? Yes.
2879. Have you substantial grounds for making that statement? Yes.
2880. Tell us what they are ? I have seen it.
2881. Did the Eskbank people ever speak about this ? Yes; we have a written acknowledgment from the 
proprietor.
2882. Did you ever at any time put through a drive into Eskbank ? Ho ; we broke through into where 
they had driven into our ground. They had driven through into our ground about three times the length 
of tins room, and we struck into that.
2883. Was there any object in putting Ibis drive in where you struck through into the alleged encroach
ment ? Ho. I think we were working in that; part of tho property.
2884. Wras it in the ordinary way of working ? I helieve so. I do not know anything to the contrary,
2885. Did you suspect anything ? Ho.
2886. Did you think there was any object in putting this drive in, or auy knowledge on the part of your
manager as to what would likely be the result? I do not know, unless it might have been to prove the ,
fact of their having encroached upon our ground. Some rumour of their having made such an encroach
ment may have reached Mr. Boig, and he may have driven in to prove it. That I cannot remember; but 
that he broke through I do Know, for I went down at his request to sec it. I also went to Mr. 
Rutherford, the proprietor, and brouglit him down to see it, and we have from him a written acknowledg
ment of the fact that the encroachment came from the Eskbank Colliery.
2887. Arc you aware whether this opening was ever closed up by Boig ? I am not aware.
2888. President.] If the Lithgow Talley Colliery were flooded, would the result he to flood the Esk
bank Colliery ? Yes, I should say so. unless they could wall up the headings.

John Mackenzie sworn and examined :—
2889. President.] "What is your official position, Mr. Mackenzie ? I am Examiner of Coal-fields.
2890. How long have you been Examiner of Coal-fields ? I have occupied my present position since 
1872.
2891. Before coming to this Colony, had you any considerable experience in regard to fiery mines? Yes. 
1 was apprenticed to the Earl of Crawford and Belarics Colliery, in Wigan, Lancashire, for five years. 
I was also three years as assistant, and was in business on my own account for five years iu the position 
of coal-viewer.
2892. You have had experience of fiery mines ? Yes, considerable. The Harley mine, for example; is 
oue of the most fiery mines in the world.
2893. Jn the course of your official capacity, have you inspected tho Lithgow Valley mine? The Inspec
tor of Collieries inspects them every eight, weeks and reports to me.
2894. But as a matter of fact you have frequently visited and inspected the mines, have you not ? Yes, 
hut not lately.
2895. Some time ago ? Yes ; previous to Mr. Rowan’s appointment I used to fill up the required tracings 
myself and go round the mines, especially when Mr. Lewis was inspector.
2896. Buring these inspections, did you receive any complaint ns to the manner in which the Lithgow 
Valley Colliery was worked ? Ho.
2897- Have you had reason to complain of the manner of working ? Ho.
2898. Have you received any complaints as to the quantity of air circulating in the mine? Ho; it has 
been considerably more than was necessary, double perhaps.
2899. Have you ever discovered the presence of fire-damp in this colliery or in this district ? No.

‘ 2900.

Mr. _ 
J. Mackenzie.
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t ' ^QOO. Have you ally reason to suppose that it existed? No; I have every reason to suppose that the
j, Mao enzie. Beam 0£ coaj ^oea not generate ga.s, j ma,y aho say that according to the special rules any man finding 

the coal to generate gas should report it at once.
11 May, 188G. 2901. Then you have never received any report, Mr. Mackenzie ? No.

2902. Have you ever had occasion to report to the owners as to the state of the plan ? No.
2903. Or that the surveys were not kept up to date ? No. I gave instructions to the inspector that he 
was to have them kept up every six months, and that they should be forwarded to me. [Mr. Mackenzie 
here hands in a general sketch of the district, published by him in 1877.]
2904i. President.'] Have you seen this underground boiler in the Lithgow Valley Colliery ? 1 have 
seen it since the fire, but not before. I saw that tliere was a large fire at the back.
2905. Did you receive any reports about this underground boiler before the fire ? No.
290G. "Were you cognisant of the fact that the top portion of this seam had not been taken down above the 
boiler? No.
2907. Or in the flues ? No.
2908. Had that been reported to you, what action would you have-taken ? I really could not say unless 
I saw the place myself.
2909. Have you ever heard of underground fires occurring in this place prior to the fire of February ? 
Not previous to the accident.
2910. Then, in your several inspections of thiscolliery, do you recollect whether you havetravelled theleft- 
hand return air-way ? Ido not think I have; I just went round where the men worked. I may say I have 
a great many duties to perform in connection with my position, and I left the inspection of the collieries 
to the inspectors. Unless there was anything wrong I had far more than 1 could do outside of that.
2911. You cannot say therefore whether in your opinion thesereturns were safe ? Oh, yes, I should say 
I could ; I have full confidence in my inspector, and he has reported to me periodically,and reported that 
everything was right. I have full confidence in him.
2912. "With respect to these two outlets, Mr. Mackenzie, has this colliery been earned on as required by 
the law ? Yes.
2913. During the progress of the work of extinguishing the fire, ■were the return air-ways full of choke- 
damp? Yes.
2914. AVell, Mr. Mackcuzic, the return air-ways being full of choke-damp and smoke there would be a 
difficulty about getting an alternative road for the meu, would there not? You must recollect, Mr. 
President, that the second outlet vrould only be required when the mine w'as at w'ork.
2915. I was coming to that, but certain statements have been made, and .1 want to hear your views with 
respect to them. I was going to put the question to you whether, under the circumstances, you considered 
there was an evasion of the Act ? No. [The witness's attention was called to the 5th general rule, 
being section 5 of clause 12 of the Act]:—

If at any time it is found by the person in charge of a mine or any part thereof, or by the examiner 
or inspector, that by reason of noxious gases prevaling in such mine, or such part thereof, or of 
any cause whatever the mine or the said part is dangerous, every workmen shall be withdrawn 
therefrom, and the examiner or inspector shall inspect the same (and if the danger arises from 
inflammable gas shall make such inspection with a locked safety-lamp), and in every case shall 
make a truereport of the condition of such mine or part thereof; and no workman shall, except 
in so far as is necessary for inquiry into the cause of danger, or for the removal thereof, or for 
exploration, be re-admitted into the mine, or such part thereof as was so found dangerous, until 
the same is stated by tbe examiner or inspector to be safe.

291G. Certain statements have been made, and wre wish to arrive at the truth in regard to this matter ? 
All I can say is that the men were “ withdrawn therefrom,to use the words of the Act; hut wo never 
anticipated that danger did arise from inflammable gas. I was confident that there was no inflam
mable gas in the mine. It was examined by means of the safety-lamp. Then again the rule says, “ In 
every case the inspector or examiner shall make a true report of the bondition of such mine or part 
thereof,” Ac., and all 1 have to say to that is that the men were not working the mine—they were simply 
there for the removal of danger, that is to put out this fire.
2917. Then you say there was no contravention of the Act ? Yes.
2918. AVas the second accident due to the presenceof irrespirahle gas in tbe main in-takc ? Yes, choke- 
damp.
2919. It was due to carbonic acid gas, or perhaps carbonic oxide, which was in the mine at the time? 
Yes, it was.
2920. Under these circumstances, would any number of available outlets have offered an opportunity of 
avoiding the catastrophe ? I do not think so.
2921. It has been stated in evidence that someone attempted to signal with tho rapper-wire and found 
that it would not work. AVhat was the cause of this ? From what I saw, it would appear to have been

- caused by tho slack that had been blown from the stoppings by what I supposed was a fall of the rock, 
aud by which the rapper-wire was covered over and rendered unworkable.
2922. Could such an accident have been provided against in the hanging of this uire? Could anyone 
have possibly anticipated the accident which took place ? 1 think not.
2923. AVas the wire fixed in the proper manner ? Yes.
2924. Is it possible in the practical working of collieries to guard against accidents to the machinery or 
the accessories of a mine? No.
2925. Do you, as Examiner of Coal-fields, attribute any blame to the owners for the unworkable condition 
of this wire after the accident ? No.
292G. AVhat, in your opinion, was the cause of this fire ? It is impossible for me to say what was tho 
cause of it. 1 believe it was caused near or at the boiler.
2927. Did the boiler not raise a doubt in your mind as to the cause of the fire, especially when you heard 
that it had been the cause of three or four previous fires ? AWll, from the evidence with respect to the 
first accident, 1 was anxious to see the back of tbe furnace, in order to ascertain if it could have been 
caused by the flue. I may tell you, however, that when Mr. Campbell, the manager, with ourselves, was 
going to the 34th and 35th stopping someone went and opened a stopping, which he must have known 
very well would have prevented our doing what was required, that is, to send the return out of the furnace, 
because the black-damp was thrown out upon us.

2928.
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2928. Did it not raise a doubt in your mind as to tbe origin of tbe fire, especially when you heard that three ,
or four underground fires bad occurred before round this boiler ? I really cannot tell how the fire occurred. c enzl0,
2929. Do you consider, as a practical man, that tbe return air ought to travel over such a length of water
with only a few inches between the top of the water and the coal? "What length of water are you 71 ’
referring to ?
2930. There was a swallow, a number of chains broad in one place and a number of chains in another, 
was there not ? I am not aware that it was so.
2931. But I am asking you the question, Mr. Mackenzie, whether this, in your opinion, was a proper 
return for hot gases to pass over such a length of water within a few inches of the roof ? I know of no 
reason myself. Are you referring to the time before the fire or after ?
2932. It has been stated in evidence that the smoke and choke-damp, mingled with the return atr, passed 
over a considerable portion of water which almost reached to the roof, and we have also been told that tins 
smoke, when the furnace was damped, came back again into the tunnel, so that my question is, do you 
consider that was a proper return ? I think it would be quite sufficient myself for what was required of 
it previous to the accident, that is, at the time the men were working there.
2933. AVhen did you arrive after the first accident ? I had notice early on the Monday morning, and we 
came to Lithgow by special train.
2931. AVere you in Sydney at tbc time ? Tea.
2935. AVhat did you do on your arrival ? Mr. Turnbull met me at the train, and asked me whether I 
wished to go into the mine at once. I said I first wanted to see the plan, and went to the office for that 
purpose. I then went into the mine.
2936. Did you take any responsibility or control ? hio.
2937. AVhat had been done in tbe mine up to this point? Mr. Turnbull had carried on the hratticing to 
within what lie thought was about 10 chains off where the fire was; hut he evidently did not get so near 
as that.
2938. That would he 26 chains down, would it not? Yes.
2939. You think he was not so far down as that? Not quite so far, I should say. When we arrived 
there we found that someone had taken down the hratticing in No. 2 cross-cut, and we made some 
inquiries into the matter. Mr. Turnbull could not understand it. It was eventually found that some 
man named Davis had gone to the proprietors, aud said that all Mr Turnbull was doing was wrong, and 
that if he (Davis) were allowed to do it he could easily put matters right. At this time the smoke aud 
carbonic acid were coming along from the fire over the main heading.
2910. Did you generally approve of what Mr. Turnbull had done ? Yes.
2941. And then you say that when you accompanied Mr. Turnbull down the mine you found that Davis 
had been interfering ? Yes.
2912. Did Mr. Turnbull not discover that before your visit? No.
2913. Did I understand you to say that on your arrival Mr. Turnbull stated to you that he had swept 
down the gas to within 10 chains of the boiler? Yes.
2911. And that it had come back some distance owing to what this man Davis had done ? Yes. We 
found Davis, and, in reply to questions from us, ho said he had the consent of the owners for what he 
had done. It was first discovered by Air. Dixon, and it was so serious a matter that if I had been in Mr.
Turnbull's place I would have pitched tho man out of the mine.
2915. Did yon credit Davis’s statement as to his having received an independent charge from the owners ?
I cannot say, because I knew that the owners were not acquainted with coal-mining operations.
2916. AAHiat did Mr. Turnbull do after Davis’s interference? Next morning Air. Turnbull came to me at 
this hotel, between 10 and 11 o’clock, and said he wanted to try still and put out the fire, and showed me 
on the plan what lie proposed to do.
2917. Had nothing been done to remedy or undo what Davis had done ?_ Yes; the brattice-cloth was put
up again. ”
2918. Had that the effect of driving tho smoke down the tunnel ? I cannot say that.
£919. Did Mr. Turnbull remedy, or attempt to remedy, what Davis had done in the way of interfering 
with his operations? Yes ; and after that lie came to me and suggested something else.
2950. Is it correct that after Davis’s interference Mr. Turnbull took you down and showed you how he 
could force hack the smoke in the tunnel at the rate of 40 yards per hour ? That was what t wanted to 
tell you. Mr. Turnbull came to me here and said that before closing the mine he wanted to try another 
method. He proposed to take the hratticing round the right-hand return and leave the main heading. I 
did not agree with him, so that idea was put an end to. He then suggested another thing, which was that stop
pings should be put at the main headings and left-hand side of the second cross-cut, and that the men 
should be put to work there. I asked him what he proposed to do. He said he proposed to go and mark 
the second cross-cut on the plan, and that the cross-cut should be chained up, and he would go and seethe 
exact width of the stoppings to be put in. He said this would take him about six hours. I saw no objection to 
that, and we went with him. Inspector Ilowan and myself were to stand at the junction of the main 
headings and second cross-cut, and Mr. Turnbull and three men wore to go up tliere as quickly as possible, 
measure up and take the number of stoppings, and also the length of them ; two men were sent ahead 
along the main heading, with instructions to report to us every five minutes how the smoke and black- 
damp were coining hack, so that we might not be closed in. They may have been in there about ten 
minutes, when two of them began shouting, “ Help, help.” Two of them threw themselves inside the 
second cross-cut. 1 sang out,t: AVhere’s Mr. Turnbull ?” they said, “ He’s all right; they’re coming out 
we ran iu then, and brought him out, and the moment we got outside of the heading he was overcome.
2951. At this time, did you know whether Air. Turnbull was taking down the smoke at the rate of 40 
yards an hour? I cannot say that.
2952. Did he show you that he could do it at the rate of 40 yards an hour ? I do not recollect. I 
remember his mentioning something about it at the time.
2953. AVhy was tills mine sealed up? The evidence we have got up to this moment goes to prove that 
Air. Turnbull showed to you that the smoke could be taken down the tunnel at the rate of 40 yards an . 
hour? That must have been previous to his going up this second eross-cut and nearly losing his life,
2954'. AYell, the mine was sealed up, was it not? Yes.
2955, By whose instruction ? By Mr. Turnbull’s instruction, and with my consent.
2956. Are you awrare that, prior to Air. Turnbull's arriving on the scone, two exploring or rescuing parties 
had penetrated the right-hand return a-s far as Tyndall’s heading ? I do not know how far they got in.
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t twMv ■ 2957. At all events they had penetrated a considerable distance into the light-hand return, that is, where 
JTT* ‘ Martin and some others met them ? Yes.

11 May 1886 ^ they found (lie workings fairly free from gas ? Yes.
’ ' 2959. How do you account for the return being free from gas when the in-take was full of smoke ? Bad

everything been right, would not the returns have contained more smoke than the in-take ? I should 
think so, if everything had been going right.
2960. "Wc have the evidence of more than three parties that they had penetrated to Tyndall’s heading 
and had not found much difilculty from choke-damp—how can you account for that ? I cannot think 
they got so far as Tyndall’s heading myself.
2961. Did you think it a peculiar thing for Doig and his companions to enter this return when the 
tunnel was full of gas and smoke—did it not appear to you a foolhardy thing? Well, it is a thing I 
might not have done myself. T cannot say. You must recollect that Doig had been there and got round 
and perhaps thought he could do the same again.
2962. Jn the light of subsequent events, do you see any reason for this return being so free from 
gas ? It has been stated that a fall of considerable magnitude existed near the boiler, in the main 
tunnel, and that this obstructed the ventilation. Would that be a sufficient reason for this return being 
in the state mentioned? You must recollect that the "whole of the smoke and steam made from that lire 
were distributed over an area of, I suppose, round the No. 1 return, at least half a mile.
2963. Do you think any obstruction of the main tunnel, below the boiler, would have a tendency to leave 
this right-hand return comparatively free from gas? No, considering the distance the return air had to 
travel to the right-hand furnace; at the time wc visited these two furnaces both had black-damp in 
them,
2964. We have it in evidence that these parties found no difficulty of breathing ; at the positions where 
the bodies were found the air was comparatively pure. Of ivhat are the stoppings constructed in 
this mine, Mr. Mackenzie ? Of slack.
2965. Is there any timber used to strengthen them ? Yes, in some eases.
2966. Were they efficient stoppings ? Yes.
2967. Did they prove sufficient to conduct the ventilating current in the mine? Yes; they had proved 
sufficient for fourteen years.
2968. Was a large volume of air passing down the tunnel to the workings ? Tes.
2969. What quantity of air have you measured going down this tunnel, approximately ? The day before 
I left, I think, it was 20,000 cubic feet. That would be about 14,700 feet at the extremities,
2970. Had you ever had cause to complain of these stoppings ? No.
2971. Had any complaint been made to your department about them ? No.
2972. Were they sufficient stoppings in the eyes of the law ? Yes.
2973. Can you give a reason why this tunnel was re-opened ? The proprietors thought it had been closed 
long enough to put out the fire, and they determined to re-open it.
2974. Were you as confident that the fire was out? No.
2975. Y hat part did you take in the way of re-opening the mine? T rendered every assistance I could 
iu the matter.
2976. Did you see that every precaution was taken to ensure the safety of the men ? Yes.
2977. Did you attend the operations in person ? Yes. '
2978. Did you consider any special danger existed in connection with this work ? 1 knew that there was
danger, of course, the same as would exist in attempting to put a fire out on the surface.
29/9. But I am speaking of special danger, Mr. Mackenzie. Did you believe that there was any special 
danger attached to it ? I knew there was danger, but could not anticipate what has happened. 1 may 
say, however, that the danger signal was put at the mouth of the tunnel, in compliance with the Act, so 
tliat every man must have known of it.
2980. Did the owners show a due regard for the safety of the workers ? Yes.
2981. Did they also visit the scene of the operations ?" Yes.
2982. Did they urge the men to exercise caution in the prosecution of the work ? Yes.
2983. Did you observe a large fall in the main tunnel, opposite the boiler ? Yes.
2984. Did this interrupt the air current? Yes.
2985. Y’ ould this obstruction explain the reason why Doig and his companions were enabled to penetrate 
so far down the right-hand return ? Tes, it is very likely. '
2986. Then where was the fire situated wlien you got doivn? 1 understand you ultimately got down to 
the seat of the fire ? Where did you find it centred ? The steam had put out what fire there was at 
the main-tunnel heading. There was a fire in Tyndall’s heading, and that was put out. Then we could 
see about 12 or 15 yards ahead in the main tunnel, and we had to remove some of the stuff in order to 
get at it and at the boiler.
2987. Did you observe whether the fire had spread out behind the main tunnel ? I was not there at the 
very last. That wns when I loft.
2988. Did you hear of the stopping No. 29 having been surrcptitiouslv opened? Yes.
2989. Did you see it ? Yes. ' A
2990. Describe it ? Well, you could see that somebody had opened the top of the stopping and taken off 
3 to 6 inches for a distance of about 14 feet in length.
2991. What would be the effect of this act on the workers in the tunnel ? 'The effect would he that 
the black-damp would come out from No. 34 stopping into the main tunnel.
2992. Why, Mr. Mackenzie ? Simply because the air would go from the main tunnel through this No. 29
stopping which was opened. ’
2993. What did happen? AVhy, when the stopping was opened the black-damp came out of it.
2994. Did the air not go into it ? No.
2995. Mr. Campbell has stated distinctly as a reason why his attention was directed to this stopping, that 
the flame of his lamp was drawn inward, the air escaping to the left return, therefore black-damp could 
not come out when the air was going in ? I think 1 have misunderstood you. What 1 mean is, that the 
fact of opening this No. 29 stopping would be to cause the black-damp to come from No. 34 stopping 
when that was opened.
2996. AVas a watch placed at the mouth of the tunnel? No. not before this; but afterwards there
was. 1

2997.
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2997. Could anyone enter this particular part of the mine without being observed by some one of the 
numerous workers ? It might be.
2998. Is it probable P "Well, yes. I should say so.
2999. What object could anyone have had in doing this? That 1 cannot tell you.
3000. It appears that no one was observed going in or coming out. This being so. unless it was one of 
the workers themselves, who could have done it ? That is the question. Someone did it, but who I 
cannot tell you.
3001. What effect would it have on the lire? It prevented it getting a return on the 24th stopping, 
which was going to be opened.
3002. Was the effect instantly noticed on the fire, or was it discovered by accident? It was instantly 
noticed when the black-damp came out of the 34th stopping.
3003. Did the men work until this was discovered? Tes.
3004. What effect would a small divei'sion of the air liave ou the fire ? It would prevent the workers 
getting any nearer to it.

Mr.
J. Mackenzie.

11 May, 18SG.

3005. Did the workers notice any inconvenience from ihc diminished quantity of air ? No; there was 
quite sufficient air going all the time.
3006. Then, Mr. Mackenzie, if there was 14,000 cubic feet of air going down this tunnel, and only 2 or 3 
inches of the stopping opened, and only a small portion of air coming through this stopping, could any 
real mischief have been done without its being observed and rectified by the men ? Tbe only mischief 
done was to prevent them getting auy nearer to the fire.
3007. Supposing that there was any justification for believing the opening of this stopping to have boon 
surreptitiously or maliciously done, do you think it was a prudent move to offer a reward of £-50 in the 
absence of any proof that anybody did open that stopping—in other words, was it not casting a slur on 
the workers thsmselves 1o suggest that any one of them could have been guilty of such an act? That is 
not for me to say, doctor ; 1 did not have anything to do with it.
3008. During tho late operations, did you bear of any falls occurring in the old workings ? No, not dur
ing the late operations; I afterwards made some inquiries on the subject.
3009. Do you know that any considerable area of pillars had been taken out on the left-hand side of the 
tunnel? Tes ; Mr. Campbell tolls me tliat what appears rn he 60 square yards had been removed.

[Tho pillaring operations arc shown by ajdue circle on tbe plan."!
3010. In addition to those pillars being removed, do you know if any pillars were subsequently robbed or 
weakened ? No.
301.1, Wore tbc bords vide in this .situation ? They were about 7 yards in width.
3012. Were a number of these pillars left unusually narrow? Tes ; on the left-hand side of the tunnel 
and nearer thereto Ilian the portion where tho pillars had been taken out, certain ranges of pillars had 
been worked considerably narrower than is customary, and the bords had been driven wider than 7 
yards.
3013. Arc you aware whether ilie road from the tunnel to the Esbkank boundary was opened before this 
accident occurred ? I cannot say.
3014. Do you know whether tho workings were full of choke-damp in this direction just before the 
accident occurred? Tes; I think there is no doubt about it.
3015. Have you ever travelled to tho spot where the encroachment is said to have taken place ? Tee; I 
think I was there once.
3010. Did the Eskbank people pump tbe water from the Lithgow Talley Colliery—that is to say, does 
the Lithgow Talley water run into Eskbank? The manager of Eskbank told me he had hardly any 
increase of water there.
3017. lint, as a matter of fact, would the water from the Lithgow Valley mine run into Eskbank ? I 
should say it would, but I cannot say whether they get any or not. Mr, Pitt, the manager, has informed 
me tliat ho has hardly any increase of water there.
3018. If the way is clear for water, do yon think it possible for (he fire to draw its air supplies from 
Eskbank? I do not think so; not from the mine itself. If yon were speaking of crevices from the 
surface it would be a different thing.
3019. Now, if the Lithgow Talley mine were flooded, would the effect he to flood Eskbank also. Let 
it he understood we do not care from what side the encroachment took place ; we have nothing io do with 
that. Eut if Lithgow Talley mine were flooded, would it flood the Eskbank mine also? The water 
would naturally go there, but it might possibly put the fire out here before flooding the adjoining colliery.
3020. llow long before the second accident did you visit the workings in the tunnel ? I was there on the 
Eriday before,
3021. Why did you leave? I only remained till they took the dehris away from the furnace, so that I 
could see, and, if possible, form an idea how the fire originated. I wanted to see for myself. "Wc found 
tho tops all fallen, and neither I nor anybody else could form an opinion on it.
3022. Were tho tops not ou fire ? Tes, there was no doubt about that.
3023. Then you wore satisfied to leave the mine and everything in charge of Mr. Eowan ? Tes.
3024. Did you apprehend any special danger? No.
3025. Did you anticipate the accident ? Certainly not.
3026. When did you visit the scene of the accident? On Tuesday morning, A letter was brought to me 
at the Sydney Club, and I at once went to tho Department of Mines, and arrived here by special train.
3027. Have you heard or seen auy fire at auy of the blown-out stoppings ? No; there was nothin*' of tho
kind to be seen while I was there. °
3028. When the men went down to relieve the entombed men, do you know' whether any of them saw fire 
at the blown-out stoppings P I cannot say for myself.
3029. It has been stated that live coal was blown out of those stoppings; if so, of course the coal must 
have come from the fire ? Tes ; 1 heard it spoken of in the evidence at the inquest.
3030. Whore, in your opinion, was the centre or force of this blast expended ? My opinion is this : that 
the fall took place where the boilers and props have been taken out. 1 may state, however, that I have 
put in writing my views on this point, as being a more convenient form.
3031. Tory well, Mr. Mackenzie, we will incorporate that in your evidence.

The witness then read as follows:— . .
“ Supposing a fall of rock to have taken place over an area of GG.squa-vc yards only where the pi 11 am

ire
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Mr- _ are known by Campbell (tke manager) to Have been taken ont on the left-hand side of the main heading 
J, Mackenzie. ail(p 0-f there would be an immediate displacement of 196,020 cubic feet of smoke, steam, and 

' - A - gases existing there, which smoke, steam, and gases would be forced out of the mine in all directions; 
11 May, 1886, an(j furnacc (5 fo. 6 in. by 4 ft. 6 in.) being unable to cope with this large and instantaneous body of 

foul gases, &c., driven upon it, it would force itself through the left-hand stoppings, where the men were, 
causing a rush of air inwards (towards and past the men) and outwards to the tunnel mouth ; and after 
it had exhausted itself, as it would do in a few minutes, a fresh current of air would then go down tho 
main heading (thein-take), in which the men would then be enveloped in smoke and steam heavily charged 
with carbonic acid, carbonic oxide, and probably a small portion of sulphurous acid gases.”

The witness also included in his statement extracts from the special rules, as follow:—(4.) “If 
any indication of inflammable gas in any part of the workings, fhe same to be immediately reported to the 
manager (12.) “ Ko collier or other person shall go out of the mine on any full or empty skips unless 
by permission of manager (13.) “ Every workman shall inform the person in charge of the existence 
of any choke or fire-damp.” _
3032. You see, Mr. Mackenzie, other theories have been put forward, and I purpose to put a few questions
to you with respect to them. In the first place, considering the extent of the fire, and the time it was 
burning, do you think it probable that the gases resulting from combustion filled the waste workings ? 
Very probably. i _ , , .
3033. Wliat effect would these gases have Tipon an explosive mixture of fire-damp? Ko hydrogen gas
could exist in it. _
3031. If a reservoir of explosive gases existed, say at Eskbank boundary, could it be drawn through tho 
waste workings by the vacuum caused by the furnace, and, having been drawn to the furnacc, could it 
explode? Certainly not: it could jiot explode unless it had ton parts of fresh air to mix with it _
3035. The returns also were necessarily charged with the carbonic acid gas; that being so, how would it 
be possible for fire-damp or light carburetted hydrogen to have exploded at all? It is jiot iwssible.
3036. "What proportion of carbonic acid gas mixed with the explosive gas would prevent ignition taking
place ? About one in six or seven. 4
3037. Then, if you can conceive of a magazine or cavity filled with light carburetted hydrogen gas in any
portion of this waste, do you consider it is possible that an explosion could take place? It is impossible, 
to my mind. .
3038. You say that light carburetted hydrogen gas lias never been seen at this colliery ? That is what 
I said.
3039. Mould the fire generate light carburetted hydrogen gas ? Certainly not; and even if it did it would 
he in such infinitesimal quantities as to he incapable of doing any harm.
3040. But let us suppose a certain condition of things, light carburetted hydrogen gas is a product of 
nature, not of art—that is, it is not a gas that can be produced by synthesis ? Certainly. _
3041. AVell, then, supposing for a moment that nil the laws of nature were reversed in this case, and
that light carburetted hydrogen gas was generated from this fire, where would it explode—supposing tho 
condition of things that I have stated were possible ? It could not explode, because it would mix with 
the other gas and its effect would be neutralized. ~
3042. But, supposing the state of things to be as 1 have put it—you see, Mr. Mackenzie, we are supposed 
to know nothing for the purpose of this examination—let us suppose such a case ? AV ell, my own opinion 
is that the only place at which an explosion could have occurred would have been at the furnace.
3013. Then I would put another question: If fire-damp was never seen at the colliery before or during tho 
fire, or since the fire, and that none of the appearances of an explosion of fire-damp were visible, do you 
see any justification for the assertion of a theory that an explosion did occur? Ko, none whatever.
3044. AVrhat would ho the state of the atmosphere in the mine after an explosion? If an explosion had
taken place the heat of it would be something like 1,500°; the pillars would he charred, and the men 
might have been burned to cinders. 4 _
3045. AVere any of these conditions noticeable after the explosion at Lithgow Aralley?
3046. Have you ever seen or heard of any unmistakcable signs of an explosion here ? 
none
3047. Or any appearance of it ? None whatever.
30 48. AVhat, in your opinion, was the cause of the death of these men? They died, I should say, from 
inhaling carbonic acid gas—choke-damp. _ _
3049. Bid you see any appearance of charring or of flame having passed over the timber or the brattice- 
cloth that was hung in the mine? I was not there to sec; we could not get near it when I visited the

Ko.
Ko; I have seen

mine.
3050. AY is there any evidence of extreme heat? Ko.
3051. AVe have been told that a loud report was heard, and that it was succeeded by a rush of air down the
tunnel, then another crash or report, followed by a second rush of impure air, and that then it remained 
stagnant and impure, with no heat; would these phenomena point to an explosion of light carburetted 
hydrogen gas ? I have already given you my own opinion ; there was nothing whatever to show that an 
explosion had taken place ; on the contrary, the appearances were all in favour of the occurrence being the 
result of a considerable fall of rock. _
3052. Had it been a question of fire-damp, what would have been the natural course for the explosion to 
take? My own opinion is that, if such a thing could have happened, she would have fired at the left-hand 
of the furnace ; we know the return was heavily charged with choke-damp; I liave scon this occurrence at 
Home; to my mind there is nothing to show there was an explosion.
3053. Have you had any experience of a wind-blast caused by a fall of the roof? Yes; I have seen one
in AVallsend mine. .
3054. AVas it a severe one ? It was a fall of about 15 acres.
3055. AVere the stoppings blown out? Yes.
3056. AVTiat were they constructed of ? They were brick stoppings, and these and the props and other
things were blown about in all directions. _
3057. AVould the force developed from a wind-blast, in your opinion, be sufficient to blow out a portion of 
slack stopping ? Yes, certainly.
3058. Did you foresee this accident ? Ko; I do not think anybody could have foreseen it.
3059. AVas it due, in your opinion, to neglect or want of foresight ? It was purely accidental; no one
could have foreseen it. " 3060.
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3060.
3061.
3062.
3063.
3061.
pumped to the surface, aud tliat it runs towards Eskbank—whore does tliat water go to*? I cannot say; 
it has been a question for seme time past. I went down to the Eskbank workings myself, and the man
ager said that he bad no increase of water there. It was then thought that perhaps Doig might have been 
pumping backward and forward the water in the swallow,
3065. But supposing that the swallow was full up ? When I last saw it the water did not increase at 
all; but that will he a matter merely of commerce between the two companies in the end.
3066. And the late accident occurred, in your opinion, from a fall ? Yes,
3067. Mr. Curley.'] Do you consider that this Company have complied with the provisions of the Coal
fields Regulation Act? I do.
3068. Take the 4th section, for example ? {Section read.)
3069. Having reference to the plans, do you consider that the inspector did his duty in this respect? So 
far as that is concerned it is impossible for me to say if the plan of the colliery is accurate unless we test 
it. I do not think myself that the inspector has done anything wrong in passing that plan, supposing it 
to be accurate. It is impossible for us to tell unless a survey is made.
3070. Do you consider the plan an accurate one of tho mine ? I cannot say whether it is or not; I
certainly cannot say that it is not accurate. ’
3071. Without an accurate plan of the mine, would you not he working in the dark? We found that we 
were not working in the dark. Wo have found so far that the plan is accurate.
3072. Mr. TJalter.] Did you find that from actual measurement? Sometimes a tape was used.
3073. Mr. Gurley.] You have just read over a section of the Act. Have the proprietors of this mine
complied with that section ? Yes; as a matter of fact it is made out to a larger scale than the Act 
requires, • ,
3074. Has the inspector, in his reports in connection with this mine, pointed out to you the position of 
this boiler and reported upon the accumulation of ashes in the furnaces ? He has never mentioned any
thing of this in any of his reports.
3075. What would be the distance from tho tunnel mouth to the seat of the fire? About 35 chains, a 
little under half a mile.
3076. Did you not consider that a watchman should have been stationed along this line during the time 
that your exploration was being carried on ? Ho, or 1 should have suggested it.
3077. Do you know whether anv large fall had taken place in the mine previous to this accident, that is, 
where the pillars are taken out ? Ho; I have not heard of auy.
3078. Has any observation been made since, so far as it could be made on the left-hand side of the 
workings, to ascertain if any fall had taken place or not? I have inspected the surface and have found 
no sign, so far as that is concerned.
3079. Did you notice anything underground ? I have not been underground to anything like that distance 
since; it was impossible to get to the place.
3080. In the light of all your recent experience of this particular mine, do you consider that the slack 
stoppings were adequate for the work that was being done ? Yes.
3081. Mr. Usher.] \V hen did you last inspect the Lithgow Colliery previous to the first accident? I 
really camiot say; I have not seen it since Mr. Rowan was appointed; it was probably during Mr. Lewis’s 
time. I did not have tbe same confidence in Mr. Lewis. The inspectors report to me every eight weeks, 
and unless I think it absolutely necessary I do not myself go to examine the mine.
8082. What other duties have you to perform for the Cfovernment besides the inspection of collieries ? I 
have to report on all applications for authority to mine, and to report on all work done on the ground; 
also as to mineral leases and a number of other things which just at the moment 1 cannot think of.
3083. What proportion of your official time do you devote to colliery inspection alone? So far as that 
is concerned, I simply go to the collieries if the inspectors inform me that the Act is not complied with, or 
in case of any accident where my presence is required; I should attend on receiving an intimation to 
that effect.
3084. Mr. Jones.] We have been told that the accident caused several of these stoppings to be blown 
down. Would not brick stoppings have been more effective ? I believe that if brick stoppings had been 
put in that heading not one of the men would have been brought out alive; it would have taken so much 
longer for the smoke and steam, heavily charged with noxious gases, to get out of the mine; the whole 
tunnel would have been so filled with it that the men would not have had the slightest chance of 
getting out.
3U85. That is in accordance with your assumption that the accident was caused by a fall ? Yes.
3086. Would uot that be a reason for having a larger outlet? If there had been no noxious gases in the 
mine the men would not have been injured at all; tho men were choked; the force itself was not so very 
great after all.
80S7. "We have been told that in a considerable portion of this return the water was within 10 inches of 
the roof. Is not that an evidence that if there had been a larger and more efficient return this displace
ment might have been prevented? 1 do not think so under the circumstances.
3088. Mr, Smiiburn.] You have reports from the inspectors from time to time as they make their 
inspections, I understand ? Yes; generally within about eight weeks.
3089. Have you had no complaints from these inspectors as regards the working of fhe mine ? Ho.
8090. How I am coniing to the root of the matter, Mr, Mackenzie. We have evidence that the fall took 
place on the main air-drive opposite tho boiler. Would that fall close up the air-course ? I have already 
stated that.
3091. Are you of opinion that the return on the left-hand side is a proper return ? The reports that I 
had from my inspectors indicated that the mine was well ventilated, and that the men had twice the 
quantity of air required by law.
3092, President.] There is another question I would like to ask about the stoppings that have been 
put in. Do you consider them sufficiently strong, I mean the recent brick stoppings ? Yes; I consider 
them more than sufficiently strong.

576—P

Was it due to any infringement of the regulations of the Act? Certainly not.
In your opinion, was anyone to blame? Ho one.
Was it a pure accident ? Certainly.
An accident that no one could have anticipated or foreseen ? Yes.
Mr. Neihon.] We are told, Mr. Mackenzie, that the water from Lithgow Yalley Colliery is not

Mr
J. Mackenzie, 

ULIayYS&e.
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J Mackenzie °^er 'vords, they are strong enough to resist any ordinary pressure that may he brought to
'bear against them? Yes, or any extraordinary pressure either; they are efficient and capable stoppings.

11 Mav 188G. 3094- Have you ever seen in all your experience stronger stoppings ? jVevcr.
' ’ [Mr. Mackenzie ivill mark on the plan of the district the approximate area of the workings.]

_ The witness, before retiring, handed in the following prepared note, which was ordered to be 
included as part of the evidence:—As to steam and smoke containing percentage of carbonic acid, oxide, 
and sulphurous acid gases not being at floor of main heading where brattice for a return was erected, the 
reason is plain: The fresh air coming into the mine was colder, and therefore heavier, than the atmosphere 
within, which was mixed with very large proportions of smoke and steam, charged with a percentage of 
carbonic acid gas, heated to the same temperature. The smoke and steam by their great buoyancy 
naturally lifted with them the rarefied carbonic acid gas, as the cold and heavy current of fresh air forced 
its way beneath by the ordinary law of gravitation.

Accidents in Northern, Southern, and Western Districts, for the last ten years, ending 18S5:— 
North: fatal, 65; non-fata], 206. South: fatal, 18; non-fatal,46. West: fatal, 5; non-fatal,3.

■Li* HOTAIi COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

APPENDIX.

Memo, for the Royal Collieries Commission.
As desired, we have examined the portions of the workings on the south side of the main tunnel in the Lithgow Valley 
Colliery that we could enter, with a view to ascertain whether light carburetted hydrogen gas existed in any portion of the 
aame, paying particular attention to all the working faces. Thence to the overcast and by the main return to the right- 
hand furnace. We also examined portions of the waste workings, and in no instance did we detect any appearance of 
explosive gas.

There is a dip fault at the face of No. 1 cross-cut, where, if at any point, explosive gas might have been expected to be 
found, but such did not exist.

We may add :—
_ 1st. We were shown a small hole recently made into the waste workings near the face of No. 2 cross-cut (on the east 

side), from which the manager, Mr. Campbell, removed the packing he had placed therein, expecting that carbonic acid 
gas would issue therefrom to such an extent as to extinguish the light of our Davy lamp ; but no gas issued.

2nd. Mr. Campbell informed us that immediately on putting his safety-lamp to this hole last night it was imme
diately extinguished, '

JOHN USHER,
, JAS. SW INBURN,

Lithgow, May 4, 1886. Members of the Royal Collieries Commission,

We, the undersigned, made a visit of inspection to the Eskbank Colliery on the 12th May, and beg to report as follows
1. In company with the manager of the Eskbank Colliery, we proceeded along the main easterly heading to the 

face, about 23 chains from the shaft. This heading has been discontinued owing to the seam dipping rather rapidly, and as 
a consequence is filled up to the natural level with water.

2. In a drive a few yards to the south we found a fall which the manager informed us was the edge of the goaf, the 
pillars having been removed between that point and the boundary between Eskbank and Lithgow Valley Collieries—a 
distance of about 12 chains.

3. We inspected other portions of the Eskbank Colliery workings between the point mentioned and the shaft as far 
as the goaf.

4. We observed that dir passes freely over the goaf in the direetim of the lAtkgow Valley Colliery.
5. We examined the flow of water from the goaf at all available points, also at the outlet of the same into the sweep 

of the pumping shaft. The aggregate flow was but trifling; in fact, the manager informed us that he had never, during a 
period of several years, seen the flow from that direction to be so small, except during heavy rains. The inference that we 
draw from this is that the diminution in the quantity of water that formerly came from Lithgow is owing to the discon
tinuance of the pumping operations in that colliery, arising from the fire.

6. We concur with the manager in the opinion that the present flow is from the overlying strata, and that it is in no 
way connected with the Lithgow Valley Colliery workings,

JOHN USHER,
JAMES CURLEY,
JOHN JONES,

Newcastle, May 28, 1880. Members of the Commission,

Sydney; Themes Richards, Government Printer.—1888.
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SECTION ahowing the STRATA AND SEAMS OF GOAL, at LITHGOW 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES.

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE ACCIDENTS AT EERNDALE COLLIERY, 
NEWCASTLE DISTRICT, ON 18 MARCH, 1886.

To His Excellency the Eight Honorable Charles Robert Baron Carrington, 

Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of New South 
Wales and its Dependencies.

May it please Your Excellency,—

The Commission appointed to make a diligent and full inquiry into the 
cause of the accident that recently occurred to the Eerndale Colliery, in the district 
of Newcastle, in this Colony, and also to report upon the condition of the CoUieries 
adjacent thereto,—also to make an inquiry into the disasters that happened at the 
Lithgow Colliery, and to report upon the working and ventilation of the coal-seams, 
and more especially the thin coal-seams of the said Colony,—having presented their 
Report to Your Excellency on the accidents at the last-named colliery, assembled at 
Newcastle, and having examined all available witnesses touching upon the accident 
that occurred to Eerndale Colliery, on the 18th of March last, whereby one miner and 
the mining plant and works, as well as the adjacent small collieries, were inun
dated with sea-water and sand, and irretrievably lost—concluded their inquiry, and 
unanimously agreed upon the following remarks, illustrative and descriptive of the 
colliery operations, as well as their decision on the cause of the catastrophe on the 
date named. These, together with the documents detailed on the margin hereof, 
the Commission have the honor to present to Your Excellency.

Eor the purpose of thoroughly investigating all the circumstances that led 
up to the catastrophe to Eerndale and adjoining collieries, the Commission assembled 
at Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 26th May, and while considering their decision on 
the cause of the lamentable accidents at Lithgow, they, by advertisements inserted 
in the three local newspapers, and by placards distributed among the surrounding 
mining townships, invited any persons who could give evidence on the cause of 
the accident at Eerndale to appear before them for that purpose. To these 
invitations no response whatever was obtained. Nevertheless, the Commission 
pursued their investigations, and by the aid of the allotment or “ Cavil” sheets 
of the colliery and otherwise succeeded in ascertaining the names of a number of 
witnesses who were duly summoned, appeared, and gave evidence.

After spending a day in examining the site of the accident, and receiving 
explanations from the colliery manager, and afterwards from the Government 
officials, all of whom gave willing and valuable assistance to the Commission, the 
examination of witnesses was begun on Monday, the 31st of May, and was con
cluded on Monday, the 7th of Juno, when, from lack of further evidence, the inquiry 
closed. During
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Daring the sittings thirty-five witnesses were examined. On the completion 
of the work of transcribing the shorthand-writers’ notes, the Commission again 
assembled, at Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 30th of June, and having arranged 
the course to be pursued in inspecting and investigating, in a critical manner, 
the condition of the collieries adjacent to Eerndale, they proceeded to discuss the 
evidence given, and the salient and pertinent facts elicited, during the exhaustive 
inquiry bearing upon the serious accident at Eerndale.

In visiting and inspecting the collieries inundated by the accident of the 
18th of March, whereby one miner, named John Jenkins, lost his life, and the lives 
of many others were imperilled, the Commission sat continuously (Sundays 
excepted) during eleven days, for an average of six hours daily, from the 26th day of 
May until the 7th day of June, both days included. The laborious work of 
summoning the witnesses, and of formulating the nature of the evidence to be 
elicited, being performed after the sitting for the day had terminated.

Eerndale is the name given to a colliery situated on the top of a conglomerate 
ridge, about 2± miles in a straight line to the north and west of Newcastle. The 
property is owned by Mr. Charles Sweetland, banker, Mr. Henry Law, banker, Mr. 
C. E. Stokes, merchant, and The Honorable James Eletcher. This low ridge is 
known as Tighc’s Hill. On it, and along its southern margin, numerous shallow 
collieries have worked out the coal-seam that was found to underlie the building 
allotments and the Maitland Hoad. <■

Tighe’s Hill has a general trend to the north-west, and consists of conglom
erate and sandstone rocks, that cover a bed of excellent coal, from 16 to 18 feet 
in thickness. This coal dipped gently towards the south-east. To the south the 
margin of the hill is swept by a tidal creek, which, with its ana-branches, is known 
as Tighe’s Creel:. Beyond this, to the south and west, the coal crops out into sand- 
covered flats, elevated a foot or two above high-water-mark.

Tighe’s Hill may be considered to be an outlier of the Waratah ridges, the 
low-lying land between these points having been formed by the ceaseless action of 
shallow water, continued through long ages. This eroded the strata overlying the 
coal, then broke the continuity of the coal-bed, and afterwards laid down, during a 
period of local elevation, the littoral deposits of sand-pebbles, shells, and mud that 
are found to cover what remains of the carboniferous scries of rocks on the flats or 
swamps that surround the harbour of Newcastle.

At the present moment the summit and sides of this ridge present a scene 
of confusion, caused by innumerable pit-falls, denoting where attempts have been 
made to remove the small-sized pillars of coal that supported the roof. The Mait
land Road crosses the southern margin of Tighe’s Hill. Under it the coal-seam 
measures 16 feet in thickness, and is found under the surface at a similar depth. 
The coal has been worked from under this road, but the thin pillars have not been 
removed, and these at present form its sole support. Towards the west (opposite 
Bcvan s and Spennymoor) the coal crops out under the creek, and has been worked 
to within a few feet of its tidal waters. The pillars that maintained the integrity 
of the surface have subsequently been removed, and the water has obtained access 
to the workings, and rises and falls every tide. '

4

An
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Aii examination of the sides of the larger pit-falls shows how variable and 
capricious the character of the roof is. At one spot it is sandstone; a few yards 
away it is aluminous post; while within a few yards of the last named it is coarse 
pebbly conglomerate. As a rule the limits of these “ caves-in ” have been deter
mined by the presence of defined fissures filled with white unctuous clay, known as 
“ grayhacks.” These are seen to intersect each other and cut straight up through the 
strata, large pieces of rock dropping out between the lines of intersection. The 
presence of these fissures or “ grayhacks ” are not always obvious to the workers 
of the coal. For the most part they are confined to the hard overlying strata, and 
do not at all times (although they sometimes do) descend into the coal. These, 
undoubtedly, constitute a special clement of danger that must constantly he kept 
in view in the process of winning coal from under tidal swamps, fiuviatilc deposits, 
or situations of whatever description requiring special care, skill, or circumspection.

By referring to plan No. 1 it will be seen that the drawing-shaft at Ferndale 
is situated on the crest of Tighe’s Hill. The depth of this shaft is 49' 6" to the 
bottom or floor of the coal, or 31 feet to the top of the coal. In sinking this shaft 
no solid rock was passed through. The surface deposits extended from the grass 
to the coah How erratic and uncertain in its distribution the overlving strata is 
may he judged when it is remarked that only a few yards to the west, and the same 
to the south or cast, solid conglomerate approaches the surface, and covers the coal- 
seam. Ferndale shaft is, therefore, sunk on the site of an ancient hay or gully, 
from whence, in prehistoric times, the conglomerate lias been removed from above 
the coal-seam, while the coal itself remains intact, as under noted.

5

To the south and cast, and in close proximity to this shaft, three small 
collieries have worked the coal from under a number of building allotments, leaving 
no handers. The proprietors of Ferndale having secured the coal under a number 
of these allotments to the south, No. 2 south headings were driven for wanning the 
coal in this direction. The workings to the west of these “ headings ” approached 
the Maitland Road, and a spirited rivalry or competition seems to have existed 
among the conterminous small collieries as to 'which could work the greatest area of 
coal from under this important thoroughfare. No restrictions seem to have been 
imposed on the workers. In consequence, this road has been honeycombed wuth 
workings for a considerable distance, and is at present supported by pillars so thin 
as to he almost invisible. It is alleged by the owners of Ferndale that they left a 
sufficient barrier of solid coal around each of the small collieries shown on plan. 
No. 1 Appendix, hut that this barrier, as well as the top-coal, and as many of the 
pillars as could he got at, were removed by these small owners; and in this manner 
—and by reason of their oum thoughtless cupidity—the twenty small collieries, or 
thereabout, on this ridge have been communicated with each other. As a result 
of these inter-communications, when Ferndale was inundated the whole of these 
collieries were filled with water. It
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It appears that No. 2 south headings were commenced with the ulterior 
intention of working out a considerable area of coal owned by the Company south 
of Tighe’s Terrace-street, and probably, also, of anticipating some of the small 
colliery owners referred to in working the coal from under the Maitland Road in the 
direction of the bridge across that creek.

This main heading, after crossing Bryant-street, struck a “roll” (really a 
down-throw fault) and a disturbed belt of coal, to be afterwards referred to, when 
operations in this direction ceased. *

The westerly bords off this heading communicated with the workings from 
Robinson’s colliery, marked (12) on plan No. 1; while other bords, reaching the 
Maitland Road at or by following the line of Elizabeth-strcet, opened out under that 
road east and west, and worked the coal for a considerable distance north and south 
of that point.

The colliery officials, on being interrogated on the point, affirmed that these 
bords, on reaching the western fence of the road, were stopped. Mr. Inspector 
Dixon, however, suspected that these bords had crossed the road, and had been 
driven towards or under the creek, which here forms a sharp elbow, and sweeps 
under an escarpment of conglomerate. On being called upon to do so, Mr. 
Mackenzie, Examiner of Coal-fields, produced a plan of older date than the one put 
into the hands of the Commission, in which the faces of the bords under review 
were shown to cross the road, and were stopped under the bed or channel of Tighe s 
Creek. This survey is shown on plan No. 1.

Tighe’s Creek is a tidal stream, with muddy banks, that follows a tortuous 
course through the swamps contiguous to the bridge that conveys the Maitland Road 
across it. This stream divides into several channels that again coalesce to the west.

The fiat land in the elbow referred to that bounds the creek to the west is 
composed of sand and silt, and is elevated not more than 3 or 4 feet above high-water
mark. It forms a portion of the A. A. Company’s estate. After heavy rains this 
low-lying land is covered by flood-waters. The limit of inundation is determined to 
the west hy a ridge of loose sand, on the top of which the Waratah railway to Port 
Waratah has been carried.

Upon this low-lying and flooded land, nearly opposite Bryant-street, and 
about 2 chains from the margin of the creek, a small colliery (now owned by Messrs 
Broughall & Griffiths) has been sunk.

The depth of the shaft is only 23 feet to the top of the coal-seam, and, like 
Eerndale, is entirely composed of fluviatile or estuarine deposits. Some bords worked 
from this colliery had been pushed under Tighe’s Creek towards Eerndale workings; 
and one bord, shown on No. 1 plan, had reached within 10 or 11 yards of the advanced 
workings from the last-named colliery at the date of the inundation (18th March, 
1886).

The uncertainty that existed as to the correctness of the underground plans, 
and the terrible nature of the catastrophe that had occurred to the adjoining collieries, 
presumably acted as an incentive to the Government officials to serve notices 
upon Messrs. Broughall & Griffiths to cease working; and, although the Law Officers 
of the Crown, probably with reason, did not see their way clear to place an injunc
tion on these gentlemen to cease working, the action taken has had the good effect 
of preventing any further work in the bords approaching Eerndale from being 
prosecuted. The
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The coal-seam under this flat appears to lie directly under the surface deposits, 
no solid strata intervening. A depression contiguous to the shaft marks the site of 
some pillaring operations, and around this an embankment has been raised to prevent 
flood-waters from obtaining access. Further consideration of this colliery is deferred 
until the Commission have the honor of presenting to Your Excellency their report 
“ on the Condition of Collieries adjacent to Eerndale.’*
. The conglomerate ridge of Tighe’s Hill extends for about half a mile towards 
the east, when it slopes off, and the conglomerate disappears below a broad expanse 
of muddy and mangrove-covered swamp, through which the channel of Throsby’s 
Creek winds. The great expanse of these swamps is covered to a depth of about 
2 feet with saltwater every spring-tide. Six bores put down to the east, and marked, 
on plan No. 1, prove that the conglomerate must have come down by a series of 
ledges under the tidal swamps. These consist of estuarine deposits, consisting of 
sand, sea-shells, and clay.

It will be seen, by referring to the bores recorded in No. 13 Appendix, that the 
thickness of the estuarine silts or deposits, now covered by spring-tides, varies 
between 50 and 70 and 100 feet. These silts have, with the exception of the clay, 
no cohesion. The continual jiresence of sea-water must keep the sand in a state of 
semi-suspension.

The limit of high-water-mark to the east of Tighe’s Hill is approximately 
shown on plan No. 1 by a bold dotted line.

The proprietors of Eerndale Collery, having secured a large area of coal to 
the east, extending for half a mile or more under the swamps referred to, com
menced a pair of dip-roads brandling off No. 2 south headings. These followed the 
line of a street. At a distance of about 5 chains (110 yards) from the point where 
they commenced, these roads intersected the line or course of the " roll” or fault 
before referred to, by which the continuity of the coal-seam wTas broken, and was 
disturbed and thrown down to the east 8 feet. This faulty belt of coal entirely 
altered the character of the coal-seam.

It has been remarked that to the west the coal-seam varied from 16 to 18 
feet in thickness, but on opening out the seam to the east it was found to be much 
altered. The conglomerate had come down, and cut off from 11 to 12 feet of the 
top part of the coal-seam. [See Sections, Appendix.] In addition to this, its dip 
or pitch was most irregular, and it began to give off a large quantity of salt
water. Over a length of 10 chains the coal-seam was found to be disturbed. Erom 
explanations given by the Manager, it appears to have been subjected to lateral 
pressure, which caused the seam to rise and fall in a series of waves or undulations, 
most expensive and difficult to follow, although, in the course of the dip-roads, it 
assumed a settled appearance, and enabled the headings to be pushed towards the 
east, and workings (known as No. 8 district) to be opened out. In following the 
seam to the dip the quantity of water given off increased. Under these untoward 
circumstances, the pumping-shaft at G (plan No. 1) was sunk at the base of the 
conglomerate ridge, and just on the margin of the tidal swamps.

, This position was selected in the belief that it was to the dip of the available 
coal-field (the lowest part).

At a depth of 111 feet the coal-seam was reached, 2 feet 9 inches thick, and 
a westerly drive was commenced to meet the dip-roads referred to. (See evidence 
of Hon. Jas. Eletcher.)

Contrary
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Contrary to expectation, the coal-scam, instead of rising in that direction (in 
the direction of the dip-roads), actually dipped, and as the amount of, saltwater 
given off hy the pebbly conglomerate roof and the coal-seam continued to increase, 
very great difficulty appears to have been experienced in joining the two drives 
and in mvwatering the mine.

The coal-seam over the whole of this (No. 8) section formed “swallys” or 
hollows; out of these water was obliged to be removed or “ bailed ” at great expense. 
A few month s before the accident as many as twenty-one water-bailers were required 
to keep the working-places and roads in a comfortable and passable condition. 
Considering the number and uncertainty of these “ swallys,” it docs not appear 
that much improvement could have been made in this branch of the expenditure.

Two special steam-pumps were placed at the bottom of the pumping-shaft 
that forced about 16,000 gallons of water per hour to the surface. These pumping- 
engines were supplied with steam from boilers on the surface.

Erom the main dip-roads a large area of coal has been won hy following the 
district system (with the exceptions to he referred to) of working 8-yard bords, and 
leaving pillars only 4 yards in thickness. These workings have, so far as the 
Commission have been able to ascertain, been laid out and carried on in a regular 
and methodical manner, creditable to the Manager, considering the many irregu
larities iu the deposition of the coal-seam, and the numerous difficulties that 
required to he surmounted.

The “ main dips ” referred to appear to have been driven on the verge or 
line of demarcation between a part of the field where the coal was thin (2 feet 
6 inches to 3 feet 6 inches), and unworkable to profit, and a part where the coal 
measured from o feet 0 inches to G feet in thickness. To the south of these dip- 
roads, and of the so-called levels from C on plan No. 1, the coal-seam was thin, on 
account of the top-coal checking out, and the “jerry” (a phrase or localism 
denoting a mixture of coal and shale) thickening and taking the place of the top- 
coal.

As the hewing price of the coal throughout this district is based upon a 
minimum standard thickness of 5 feet of coal, and rises Id. per ton per inch for all 
coal under that standard, it follows that coal so thin as 2 feet 6 inches to 3 feet 
6 inches thick is unworkable to profit.

Having satisfied himself hy workings to the south of the main roads towards 
C that the coal thinned to the sou fir and east, and was unworkable to profit hy 
following district customs, the Manager withdrew the men from these workings, 
and confined his attention to opening up the thicker coal to the north.

The roof of the coal over No. 8 district was composed of conglomerate, which 
gave off from fissures much saltwater. In patches this firm roof receded, and 
wedges or layers of shaly post (“falling”) intervened. This subsidiary roof 
varied in thickness from a few inches to 6 or 7 or even more feet. It was irregu
larly distributed. The percolation of water from the conglomerate softened this 
aluminous post, and it required to be supported hy double sets of timber to prevent 
it injuring the workers.

Strict injunctions appear to have been given by one of the owners (Mr. 
Eletcher) to the Manager to protect the,workmen from the falling of this shale or
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post, and the men were empowered to erect double timber where required. For 
this work they were paid Is. 6d. per set, in addition to the rates they received for 
hewing and yardage. Mr. Inspector Dixon and the whole of the witnesses concur 
in saying that no expense was spared, and every precaution was taken to support 
the roof.

For six years prior to the catastrophe of 18th March, Ferndale Colliery was 
under the sole management of Mr. John Powell, a man of Jong and varied 
experience in mining. Mr. Powell had long been known to Mr. Fletcher, and the 
other partners appear to have reposed confidence in his ability and judgment. Mr. 
Powell is known to some of the members of the Commission as a man possessing 
much energy and unflagging zeal, and he impressed the Commission favourably as 
to his solidity of character and natural intelligence. The extraordinary character 
of the difficulties encountered and overcome by Mr. Powell, and the systematic 
manner the colliery has been laid out and worked with the slender means at his 
disposal, is an evidence that the eulogium on his circumspection and management 
bestowed upon him by Mr. Inspector Dixon—himself a cautious and a thoughtful 
man—was well deserved. Of the four proprietors of this colliery, three (namely, 
Mr. Sweetland, Mr. Law, and Mr. Stokes) wore commercial men, and possessed no 
intimate knowledge of mining. The other proprietor, on the other hand (Mr. 
Fletcher), possesses a particular knowledge of coal-mining, and has for the past 
thirty years been closely identified with coal-mining in this district.

The public and other engagements of the last-named gentleman precluded 
him from taking any active interest, or, indeed, any part or control in any way of 
the colliery operations. He appears only to have been down the colliery on three 
occasions. Mr. Powell was, therefore {cidc evidence of Messrs. Sweetland, Fletcher, 
and Jno. Powell), given the sole conduct of all operations above and below ground, 
and he was in the habit, at the monthly meetings of the Company, of reporting to them 
generally on the state of the works, &c. .Although, from a concatenation of unto
ward and unexpected circumstances, the cost of raising coal from Xo. 8 workings 
was so great as at times almost to equal the price obtained for coal, the proprietors 
seem not to have doubted the integrity or management of Mr. Powell. From first 
to last he seems to have enjoyed their confidence and support.

Dp to the date of the accident about 110 acres of the coal-seam had been 
worked over, leaving the superincumbent strata supported on pillars 1 yards in 
thickness.

In order that Your Excellency may grasp the position, the Commission con
sider it proper to explain the circumstances and condition of the “ rise” or “ crop,” 
or north workings of this colliery.

West of the “ roll,” or the disturbed belt of coal referred to, that was with 
so much difficulty crossed hy the “ main dip ” or engine-roads—and that separated 
No. 8, or the aip workings, from the thick coal-workings surrounding the drawing- 
shaft—the major portion of the coal was covered by a strong bed of pebbly con
glomerate rock that reached to the surface. With this rock: as a cover the limits of 
the coal-field were defined to the north, and followed the contour of the ridge. 
Below this the coal-seam was worked to a line where the conglomerate formed a 
ledge, and gave place to estuarine or surface deposits. After losing the protection 
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afforded by the conglomerate, these deposits of sand first rested upon, then descended 
and cut off, the coal-seam. The line of outcrop of the coal into the sand marks 
the margin of the shores of an ancient sea or tide-way, as shown hy the rough hand- 
sketch below.

10

.$Xu;fQ.ce.

The explanation of this phenomenon is, that at a time, infinitely remote, when 
the physical aspect of Australia was very different to what it is—when the relative 
positions of land and sea were somewhat different—ocean currents were directed 
against the friable conglomerate bods—they entered fissures, loosened, then detached 
blocks, to roll and grind and erode and cany away large quantities of debris from 
the beds overlying tire coal-seams—large portions of the coal-seams themselves were 
removed and carried away, channels were formed, and in the fulness of time— 
under different conditions—the currents, loaded with sand and mud, deposited their 
contents in the still depths of former valleys, or channels, or lagoons formed by 
rising or water-logged land. Slowly the denuded rocks approached the sea-level • 
the tops of undulations became islands, and against their shores or sides the ceaseless 
surges lashed and beat-up comminuted shells, and on a littoral shore formed the 
estuarine deposits that underlie the swamps that bound the valley of the Hunter. 
These deposits represent bat a fractional part of the energy and forces that were 
at work in the distant past, while the world that is was being prepared for present 
existences. Thus, the sandy fiats near Islington and Point Waratah, or the muddy 
mangrove swamps of Throsby’s Creek, were formed, and slowly rose above the level 
of the sea.

The irregular line of crop, therefore, marks the shore or bank of an ancient 
channel, and this is delineated on plan Ho. 1.

It has been remarked before that the drawing-shaft was sunk in a gully or 
channel, and that silt and sand rested on the top of the coal-seam. This evidently 
marks the position of an old watercourse or arm of the sea, where the currents 
had removed the whole of the conglomerate, and had reached the top of the coal) 
when, from some cause, its further denudation was arrested, and the hollow or 
channel became filled up with detritus. In the same channel, a few chains to the 
north-west of the shaft, the thick coal was won by following the empirical district 
custom of working 8-yard “ bords ” or “ stalls,” and leaving 4-yard pillars to support 
the roof. Over the western portion of the field these pillars had been removed, 
bringing down the surface in a series of pit-falls. Incautiously removing the coal 
pillars under the channel referred to, the sand rushed down, and with it a flow of 
water that kept it running to such an extent that it was with difficulty prevented 
from reaching the bottom of the shaft.

Subsequent
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Subsequent operations were carried on with more caution. Knowing that 
the sand and surface deposits contained water, care was taken to push narrow gate 
or exploring drifts in advance of the “ bords,” for the purpose of defining the 
position of the crop of the coal, and by this means of regulating the thickness of 
the barrier of coal the Manager had resolved to leave along the outcrop to protect 
the mine from being invaded until sand and water, which undoubtedly would have 
happened had the workings been extended up to the crop, and the pillars after
wards indiscriminately removed.

In No. 8 worldngs (east of the roll), when approaching the surface, patches 
of soft coal were found, and when these were pierced often gave place to excellent 
firm coal, and this, it may bo remarked, is a peculiar and remarkable feature of 
some of theColonial coal-seams. The best evidence that the real crop was being reached 
was the soft and rusty and useless character or quality of the seam, and the high angle 
of or pitch of the bed. When the ordinary working-faces approached coal possessing 
these characters a narrow road or coal-drift was commenced at intervals of a few 
chains, and was driven until the sand or clay was seen in the roof or face, or until 
the Manager was convinced of its proximity. The unmarketable coal was then left 
as a barrier or a protection against the inroads of the surface or of the soft silty 
deposits.

In this sensible manner the coal was worked, and the line of crop defined 
for a distance of about 80 chains east of the “ roll” referred to. At I on plan 
No. 1 the line of crop approached the margin or limits of the tidal waters and 
entered the swamps. During spring-tides sea-water overflows the low banks of 
Throsby’s Creek, converting the broad expanse of Mangrove Swamp into a great 
shallow lagoon. The Manager was not ignorant of this circumstance. The exploring 
drifts proved that the line of crop suddenly stretched further north. The same 
system of defining the line of crop and of working was pursued, with this exception, 
that whenever the nature of the roof demanded, or when the Manager was convinced 
of the contiguity of the crop, the width of the working-faces or bords was reduced 
from 8 yards to 0, and even to I yards wide, still leaving pillars of the uniform 
thickness of 4 yards. Close attention was evidently given to support the roof by 
means of timber. All the witnesses (workers), as well as Mr. Inspector Dixon, are 
unanimous in their statements as to the care of the management in tliis respect.

At the point marked J on plan No. 1 a pair of very narrow headings or 
drifts were driven on end for about 50 yards in advance of bords 4 and 6 yards wide. 
The narrowness of these headings, the circumstance that the upper bords were also 
worked narrow (thus involving a considerable increase on the cost of production), 
of so much care being bestowed on timbering, would seem to point, in the opinion of 
the Commission (notwithstanding the assurance of Sir. Powell to the contrary), to 
a state of uneasy uncertainty in the practical mind of the Manager that coal
mining under tidal swamps was attended with more than a usual amount of 
danger.

The narrow headings at J had just been driven {vide evidence of Jno. Powell, 
Jos. Powell, J. Pickavance, and E. Cotterill) when the miners, in going to their 
wmrk one morning, discovered that a very large fall had occurred some yards back 
from the face, composed of clay, sand, and shells, with a little water. This fall 
spread for some yards down the headings, and, having a threatening aspect, the

Manager
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Manager or Overman at once put in a strong timber barricade or danij to prevent it 
from flowin'? into the lower workings. This is known throughout the evidence as 
the “ Little Tall,” and it occurred about fifteen months before the accident of the 
18th of March, 1886. On the following morning it was found that the surface 
deposits had broken in afresh, and more effectual means wrcre taken to stop the 
inflow of the sand, and secure the workings from danger. The measures so 
opportunely taken were successful. The fall choked itself, and appears to have been 
forgotten, and left no serious apprehensions in the mind of the Manager, Overman, 
Deputy, Check Inspectors, or the men who saw7 and knew of its occurrence.

The Commission w7ere most particular in the examination of wdtnesses as to 
their knowledge of this “little fall.” Several saw this “fall” in the workings, 
and although they observed shells among the sand, tliis circumstance does not seem 
to have raised any apprehension of danger in their minds. Other witnesses, wdiohad 
not seen the fall, had heard of it. Some of the wdtnesses had suspicions that the 
workings wrore under tidal waters; wddie others, such as Joseph Jackaman and 
William Williams, positively asserted that they had frequently heard conversations 
among the workmen to the effect that they were working under circumstances so 
perilous that, if an accident occurred, the whole of the men would run a risk of 
losing their lives. These wdtnesses, on being pressed, could not remember or give 
the names of any of the workmen wdiom they had heard so express themselves. 
The wdtness Jackaman, particularly, incensed the Commission on account of his 
impertinent effrontery and contumacy; wrhile William Williams, on being cross- 
questioned, wrould not, or could not, mention the names of the men whom lie asserted 
lie bad frequently heard conversing on the subject, but, as Secretary to the Local 
Miners Union, affirmed that the Check Inspectors referred to danger in some of 
their periodical reports. The reports of the Check Inspectors arc enclosed in the 
Appendix, and a perusal of these wdll show that no reference to special danger is 
referred to. The Commission are constrained to place no importance on the state
ments of these men. The Commission, likewdse, regret that other wdtnesses, of 
wdiosc intelligence and verity they had no doubt, displayed a taciturnity and unwdl- 
lingness to give information that is far from creditable to them. In several 
instances the evidence given was obtained with difficulty, and almost under 
compulsion.

After the “little fall” at J heading had occurred, a deep depression appeared 
on the surface that the first high-tide lilled with water, to be used afterwards by boys 
as a sw imming-bath. This circumstance was knowm to Mr, Powell, the manager, 
and to some of his officials; it was likewdse knowm to some of the workmen. It wras 
not known to Mr. Inspector Dixon, or to Mr. Mackenzie, Examiner of Coal-fields, 
wdto, although he was acquainted wdth the geography of the tidal swmmps, docs not 
seem ever to have visited the mine or examined the position of the workings.

Mr. Inspector Dixon was aware of the character of the surface deposits over 
these flats, he having put down several bores in them ; but he informed the Com
mission that he was unaware that they were covered wdth sea-wrater. He was also 
unaware that J heading had readied the sands, or of the occurrence of the “little 
fall”; hut at once admitted that, if lie had seen this fall, and had known its position 
on the surface, he would have considered it as a warning of great danger, and one 
that should not have been mistaken.

12
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On tliis point the evidence given hy the Manager, Mr. Powell, and that given 
hy Mr. Dixon somewhat conflicts. The former, towards the close of a lengthy 
examination, admitted that he showed the fall underground to Mr. Dixon, who 
warned him of the danger he was muni ig, but did not point out the danger. The 
Commission believe that Mr. Dixon may have cautioned Mr. Powell in a general 
way to exercise due care, and that probably his attention was not particularly called 
to this “ fall,” or that its position on th 3 surface was explained to him. The evidence 
given by Mr. Dixon was given freely, and without any qualification or hesitation; 
he anticipated no danger, nor could he see evidence of actual danger, and that the 
precautions taken by Mr. Powell as to the leaving of crop-barriers, reducing the width 
of bords, and protecting the roof with timber, were, in his opinion, ample and sufficient.

After the occurrence of the “little fall” the whole of the working-bords 
approached, or had actually passed, within the limits of high-water-mark. Tliis 
was known to the owners, and no concern or prominence was given to it. 
The Manager also was aware of the nrcumstance, but nothing in the state of 
the coal or roof excited the suspicion of himself, the Inspector, or Check Inspectors, 
or the men. Some bores put down on t re confines, and some distance within the 
swamps, proved the thickness of the leposits to vary from 50 to 70 and 100 feet. 
The results of these borings were also known to the Manager, the Government 
officers, and the district experts.

About the beginning of 1885, aftor the occurrence of the “littlefall,” two of 
the owners (Messrs. Sweetland and Stokes) met Mr. Croudace, manager of Lambton 
Colliery, when the conversation turned upon the cost of producing coal. The high 
cost of getting Pcrndale coal was referred to, when Mr. Croudace intimated that he 
could produce the coal several shillings per ton under the price they were paying. 
The owners were then given to understa ad that, if they entrusted the viewership to 
him (Mr. Croudace), this would be accomplished.

This statement, deliberately made by a gentleman occupying the position of 
Mr. Croudace, appealed with so much fc rce to the non-practical minds of Messrs. 
Stokes and Sweetland that they communicated with Mr. Fletcher, the practical 
owner, on the subject of Mr. Croudace’s representations.

On receipt of this letter by Mr. 1 letcher, the latter, feeling that his compeer 
would find it difficult to accomplish th 3 feat he had promised to Mr. Sweetland, 
yet unwilling to stand in the way of a sr ccessful issue to their enterprise, replied by 
letter, dated 21st January, 1885 (No. £ Appendix), wherein he recounts the diffi
culties, but stating his willingness to give Mr. Croudace a trial, and proposed to 
allow him a margin of 3d. per ton on the price quoted hy Mr. Croudace, and a salary 
of £150 to £200 per annum iu excess of that stipulated hy him, provided the 
efficiency of the mine was maintained (v 'de letter and evidence of J. Fletcher and 
C. Sweetland).

It was subsequently arranged that Mr. Croudace should visit the colliery. 
This he did, about the beginning of March, 1885. He appears to have made a most 
particular investigation, having examined and made excerpts from the colliery 
hooks, cost-sheets, examined the plans, ir quired for and obtained journals or records 
of the swamp bores, the underground workings, ordered levels to he taken, and 
afterwards walked over the estate with Mr. Powell, and having satisfied himself

on
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on these points, he, on the 20th March, 1885, indited a report and sent it to the 
proprietors for their consideration (vide report 20th March, 1885, No. 10 Appendix). 
In August following (No. 11 Appendix) he again addressed the proprietors by letter, 
his proposed emoluments being then the theme of his communication.

The proprietors {vide evidence of C. Sweetland and J. Fletcher) having 
reconsidered Mr. Croudace’s first statement as to his ability to produce coal several 
shillings under the then cost, in connection with the proposals suggested in his 
report, and the circumstance that not only had he failed to point out any feasible 
way of reducing the cost, or pointed out anything of a more serious chai'acter than 
a trifling defect in the pet-cocks of a steam-pump, hut had actually proposed to 
incur a large expenditure for the purpose of working many acres of coal too thin to 
work to profit, and that had for this very reason been abandoned—and feeling, 
likewise, that the proposition of Mr. Croudace to dispense (without giving him a 
trial) with an old and tried Manager, and to substitute in his stead an irresponsible 
.Overman, did not commend itself to their minds as moans likely to lead to any 
diminution in the cost of production, but, on the contrary, would probably have led 
to the ruin of the proprietors, they decided not to entertain the proposal of Mr, 
.Croudace, or to make any change in the management.

Mr. Croudace having satisfied himself by an inspection and by the perusal 
of bores, and expressed no doubts as to the security or otherwise of the mine, or of 
the bords approaching or that were already under the tidal waters, and having 
proposed an extension of these workings half a mile further into the swamp, 
probably bad the effect of lulling the suspicions of Mr. Powell and others (if they 
had suspicions) to sleep, and to believe that no danger did exist, and the lesson of 
the "little fall” was forgotten.

Prom the point J the workings were continued eastwards; the two upper 
bords were driven 4 and G yards wide. Having proceeded eastward for about 1.00 
yards, they were cut off by a main heading. Off this heading, Thos. Cunliff (vide 
evidence) commenced the bords opposite the fall of 18th March, 1886; they atore 4 
and 6 yards wide. Isaac Hadfield (vide evidence) turned off a bord a few yards 
below; it was G yards wide. Wm. Teasdalc {vide evidence) worked in the bord next 
to that where the fall occurred; it was 6 yards wide—while three bords below, on 
No. 34 (No. 1 plan), ivas 4 yards Avide. These witnesses, therefore, as Avell as Jas. 
Murray and others, concur Avith and corroborate the Manager (John PoavcII), the 
Overman (Joseph PoavcII), and the Deputy (John Smith), in their statements as to the 

‘width of the herds—that the roof to all appearance Avas sound and dry, that it Avas 
well-timbered and supported, and that they observed no evidence of fissures (flaws 
or joints) or “ grayhacks ” in the roof.

; The Commission feel that the evidence of these witnesses, all of whom could 
speak precisely and Avith decision, on the facts and circumstances within their 
knowledge is conclusive proof, and must override and exclude the unsupported 
'assertion of Mr. Croudace, namely, that he was informed that the width of the bord 
Avhere the fall took place in was 8 yards wide.

Upon the frail uninvestigated fabric of an alleged reply to a question that 
no one seems to have heard, he deemed it wise and prudent, subsequent to the 
accident, to indite a letter to the proprietors respecting Ferndale, and aftenvards to

the
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tile daily papers—Newcastle Daily News, March 25 and 30, and April 12, 1886—of 
a somewhat prophetic character, respecting “delta” collieries, which had the effect 
of creating a profound sensation in the district, and much apprehension and alarm 
in the minds of a large section of the community.

K headings (plan No. 1) were started, and were driven about 50 yards in 
advance of the highest bord. The width of K heading was only from 3 to 5 feet. 
The coal had a considerable pitch. These headings were continued until the surface 
deposits came down to form the roof of the coal. Before the headings reached the 
surface deposits the two highest bords had been stopped on account of the surface 
showing in the face. The line of crop had, from some cause, swerved suddenly 
round to the south, as follows ;—

15

The soft nature of the roof, and the knowledge that the line of crop had 
(probably on account of the conglomerate forming a cliff or ledge) swerved down in 
front of the upper two bords, caused the Manager to erect a strong barricade across 
the K heading, marked ==. It would, however, appear that on account of the high 
pitch of the seam at that part the floor was not very favourable for such erections. 
Tliis barricade was erected from no fear or suspicion of actual danger, but as a pure 
and proper measure of precaution where the workings above had proven the 
existence of surface deposits that on former occasions had given some trouble.

Mr. Inspector Dixon does not recollect inspecting K heading, or to have 
seen it or the barricade, or to have been in the two highest bords. This is not 
remarkable, considering that they may have been begun and finished between his 
visits. He did not go beyond the last working-bord during his last inspection. 
The barricades were put up openly—no means appear to have been taken to conceal 
the work from the workmen. They were open to the inspection of anyone who 
chose to visit them. They did not excite the suspicion or call for any remark from 
the Check Inspectors or from any of the men.

Dor many months prior to the catastrophe, about to be referred to, the whole 
output of coal from this colliery was obtained from bords that were covered by 
tidal swamps. The working-faces were approaching a “ fault ” (dislocation of the 
strata) that for many yards entirely broke the continuity of the coal-seam. The 
bore marked on plan No. 1, in advance of the leading heading from C, proved the 
thickness of the surface deposits to be 50 feet, and the coal itself to be 3 feet.

Mr. Dixon inspected this colliery on the 20th February, 1886, only throe 
weeks before the accident. His inspection was of a thorough character, and doubt
less strengthened him in his statement when examined, that he observed no defect 
nor sign of danger, but considered the colliery was ably conducted, and that every 
attention was paid to the security of the men. In his opinion it was the best- 
timbered colliery in the district. Mr. Dixon made no complaint to his chief (vide 
Deport No. 7, Appendix).

On
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On the morning of Thursday, the 18th of March, the foreshift of men had 
just commenced work. Wm. Teasdale worked in the bord below that in which the 
fall occurred, Cornelius Peters about 60 yards below, Jno. Hargreaves about the 
same position, Wm. Williams and John Jenkins (deceased) three or four bords below 
the fall, and the other witnesses at various points of the eastern faces. About 7‘30 a.m. 
the witnesses (John Powell, wheeler, and David Jones, horse-driver) were at the 
moment in the bord of John Jenkins (No. 34). The horse was coupled to the skip, 
when they heard an ominous noise, and one or both ran out the road in order to 
ascertain the cause. On their way toward the main heading these young men 
suddenly ran into a stream of sand and water rushing downward. With a strange 
instinct as to the cause they hurriedly returned, called out to John Jenkins to make 
his escape with all speed, as “ the river had broken in.” Wien last observed the 
poor man was looking for his stick (being a cripple), and preparing to put on his 
clothes. Powell and Jones abandoned their horse, and ran downwards through the 
" cut-throughs,” warning each man of the calamity, and finally, in effecting their 
own escape, they all but lost their lives.

A tremendous volume of water and debris was observed rushing impetuously 
towards the lower workings. Across tliis torrent every man was obliged to pass. 
In some instances the force of the current carried them off their feet and swept 
them downwards. Many miraculous escapes were made. John Smith, the Deputy, 
had just left the rise worldngs, and had observed nothing wrong. He was proceed
ing to the shaft by the main road for breakfast, when he suddenly saw the lights of 
men emerging from the travelling-road into the dip-road in front of him. Not 
knowing the cause of so many men leaving off work from a district he had only 
a few minutes before left, he shouted to some of the men, and was informed of the 
catastrophe. Along 111111 Isaac Hadfield, he at once returned, by way of the rise 
workings, and saw the extent of the calamity, but was unable at that time to 
ascertain from whence the water came.

Mr. Powell, the Manager, on being warned, at once proceeded down the 
colliery, and, with some of the men, rapidly made his way towards the foot of K 
heading, but was unable, on account of the amount of water, to ascertain then 
where the “ fall-in ” had occurred.

On the surface a largo hole appeared some distance out on the swamps, and 
down this an enormous rush of water (it being high spring-tide) was descending 
into the mine, carrying with it large masses of sand and silt.

Mr. Powell, having made particular inquiries, ascertained that two men, John 
Hargreaves and John Jenkins (a cripple), had not been observed to come out of the 
mine. He at once descended the shaft, and, with a party of men, made his way 
towards the seat of the accident. It docs not appear that they were able on this 
occasion to ascertain the locality of the “ fall-in,” and the party returned to the 
surface.

Meantime, the tide having subsided, an anxious group of residents, men 
employed at the mine, the Manager, Mr. Inspector Dixon, Mr. Gardner, of Bullock 
Island Colliery, and others, were enabled to walk across the swamp and inspect the 
cavity formed by the rush of descending waters. Upwards of an acre of surface had 
been carried into the workings, and it was observed {vide evidence of Powell, Dixon 

r and

16



801
17

and Gardner) that the surface deposits measured only 25 feet in thickness. The con
glomerate rock on which the surface rested was exposed. In the centre was a hole 
of no great size at first. These witnesses descended and examined this hole, and, 
looking down, saw a large" hell-mouthed cavity below where the post rock had fallen. 
Rough measurements where taken of the thickness of the strata superimposed upon 
the coal, and the following is the record given hy these intelligent witnesses, which 
may be taken as approximately correct:—

Feet.
Surface sand and silt
Clay.............. ...
Conglomerate ...

23
2

12

28Post,,.

In all 65 feet. The size of the hole enlarged until it measured 5 feet x 4 feet; it 
had straight sides, and convinced these witnesses that a piece of rock had dropped 
down (under pressure of the sand and water—about 22 cwt. per square foot, or 
22 tons on the area of the hole). The hole was defined by “ grayhacks,” or joints, 
or fissures, that are common in the roof of the Borehole or Newcastle coal-seam all 
over the district. A network of these treacherous “ grayhacks ” had, unknown to the 
Manager or men, existed in the apparently sound roof. Water had, in all likelihood, 
gained access to these fissures, and, finding vent below, after the coal was worked, 
had gradually loosened the block of rocks referred to, and prepared it for yielding 
under the dead pressure of sand loosened by sea-water during the first high-tide. 
It is impossible in working coal to discover the presence of “ grayhacks”; and the 
knowledge that these may occur, and are not perceived, forms a special danger in 
working coal under tidal waters, of which this accident is a proof; and it is one that 
the Commission feel will be difficult to deal with.

When the tide fell in the adjoining creek the stream of water flowing into 
the mine diminished, and the Manager employed a large number of men to throw 
up a temporary embankment to stem back the return tide, as well as to place 
obstacles and close up the hole in the rock. While this was being done cries were 
heard ascending from the workings. The Manager, with the promptitude and 
fertility of resource that appears to be with him a second nature, procured ropes, 
and himself, for the fifth time, descended the shaft, and proceeded into the rise work
ings, and found that he could then reach the cavity and see the opening. Before 
he got there the man John Hargreaves had been drawn up (vide his evidence). 
He, however, inspected the fall, and ascertained its locality to be opposite to the 
second narrow bord (corroborated by Jno. Smith, J. Hadfield, and Jno. Hargreaves). 
The post had fallen, and extended along the bord for about 8 yards. The 
Manager and his party worked their way down the upper bords, looking for John 
Jenkins, but he was nowhere to be seen, and on returning to the surface they 
ascertained that John Hargreaves had been rescued. After the rescue of Hargreaves 
the work of closing the aperture was continued.

Hargreaves was working eight bords below the site of the fall. While 
leisurely making Ids escape he lost his light, and, stumbling in the dark, he was 
suddenly immersed in water that, but for his strength, would have swept him away. 
He struggled on the top of the rubbish that had been built against the sides, and at 
one time he felt the water gradually rising up his body, and when it had reached 
his neck it began to descend, and eventually receded so low as to enable him to
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reach a point where he observed the sheen of daylight, and proceeding over the fall 
he called lustily, and was rescued in the manner narrated {vide his evidence). The 
unfortunate man John Jenkins was not observed by anyone in the fearful 
excitement that ensued after the announcement by the boys, John Powell and 
David Jones, of the occurrence of the accident.

The succeeding tide came up with great rapidity, and began to pour down 
the cavity in volumes. The cavity in the sand increased to over 2 acres, and trees 
and mangroves were carried down and disappeared into the workings. All hope of 
saving the mine was alxmdoned. On the following day the whole of the extensive 
workings were filled up, and the sea-water, flowing through the openings into the 
other small collieries already referred to, inundated them also. At the present 
moment an enormous pool marks the site of this unfortunate accident, and the tide 
rises and falls in the numerous shafts and workings around Tighe’s Hill.

On Saturday, the 20th, the proprietors, anxious to ascertain whether any 
feasible means could be suggested to recover the body of the unfortunate man John 
Jenkins, hastily convened a meeting of colliery managers and others to meet at the 
colliery office. A representative meeting accordingly took place, and a lengthy 
discussion ensued. Some suggestions were made to stem back the waters by resorting 
to coffer-dams or iron cylinders, but these were dismissed as impracticable. It was 
but too evident that Jenkins was irrecoverably lost, and that to pump the workings 
dry after scaling them off from the sea, and to clear out the 70,000 or 80,000 tons of 
sand that had descended, would be a task that few firms could attempt. The 
colliery was practically worked out—only a few acres of coal remained to the west 
of the fault that had been proved in the level from C, and again by a heading bord 
above that road; while the thin coal to the east of that disturbance was known to 
be unworkable to profit, if paid for and worked at district rates and on the district 
system.

Prominent among the gentlemen assembled on the Saturday after the accident 
(20th March) was Mr. Thomas Croudace, of Lambton. He was elected chairman. 
On visiting the scene of the accident the tide was full, and it covered the swamps • 
nothing could be seen but a vast sheet of water, with the tops of scrub and bushes 
protruding through, Mr. Croudace suggested that the managers should take the 
somewhat extraordinary course of proceeding into the water, and ascertaining in 
this way the locality and the extent of the “ cave-in.” Finding that Ms colleagues 
preferred the more sensible plan of waiting until the tide had fallen, when they 
could to more purpose acconxplish this end, he requested Mr. Powell to accompany 
him, and the two proceeded into the water.

It is difficult to see what good purpose could possibly be effected by such a 
proceeding. During this examination with poles Mr. Powell just escaped drowning.

Two days thereafter, considering it his duty to do so, he wrote a lengthy letter 
to the proprietors, dated 22nd March, 1886 (No. 12 Appendix), wherein he pointed 
out the excessive danger that had attended their operations by working the coal 
under the tidal swamps by means of 8-yard bords, and that, if they had entrusted 
him with the viewership, he never would have permitted such to be done, &c. 
Similar letters, condemnatory and enlarging on the danger of working tbe “delta 
collieries” be enumerated, subsequently appeared in tbe daily papers, the effect of 
which has naturally been to disturb the public mind, and raise grave fears for the 
safety of workmen engaged in the collieries referred to in Mr. Oroudace’s letters.

The
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The Commission look upon the letter of 22nd March, 1886, as equivalent to 
a charge of incompetence and of reckless management and neglect of ordinary pre
caution against the Manager, and probably the proprietors and Inspector of Collieries; 
and they desire, with the permission of Your Excellency, to discuss the points raised 
in this letter.

As already stated, Mr. Croudace, in the opinion of the Commission, appears 
to base his charge as to the width of the bords in which the fall took place on his 
own unsupported statement that Mr. Powell said so, in reply to a question from 
himself, before the other Managers, at the conference held on the 20th March. And, 
further, that when he and Mr. Powell wore wading through the water, on what 
really appears to have been a purposeless errand, he looked round, and discovering 
to the west a separate depression and pool of water, lie asked Powell what it meant, 
when the Manager replied that it was the site of another fall that had occurred there 
only a fewr weeks before. Mr. Croudace read this letter to the Commission; he had 
not, however, a copy of his report of a year before. The Commission have given 
this charge much consideration, and they have taken great pains to get to the bottom 
of the actual facts. They can come to no other conclusion than that the statement 
of Mr. Croudace as to the width of the bords where the fall occurred is founded on 
a palpable error, and is, moreover, unsupported by the testimony of any of the 
Managers who assembled with him at the colliery two days after the accident, all of 
whom assert (vide evidence of A. Ross, A. Gardner, J. Thomas) that the width 
stated to the conference by Mr. Powell wras G yards.

Mr. Powell (recalled) distinctly denied ever having made any other statement, 
and states that Mr. Croudace expressed no surprise, as he asserted. The Commission 
consider that the evidence of the miners who actually turned off these identical bords, 
and who gave their evidence before it was determined to examine Mr. Croudace, 
must be taken as conclusive proof that the width was 6 yards only.

With regard to the statement that on observing the subsidence to the wrnst 
of the great cave-in, and receiving Mr. Powell’s explanation, considering that the 
flats at the moment were covered with a considerable depth of water, it is difficult 
for the Commission to see how any depression could have been perceived. Mr. 
Powell denied ever having made such a statement, or that the subject was ever 
referred to. It was conclusively proved in evidence that tire “ little fall” actually 
occurred about fourteen or fifteen months before the accident of 18th March.

With these circumstances before them, the Commission exceedingly regret 
that Mr. Croudace over hazarded statements so calculated to damage the prospects 
and reputation of, so far as they can judge, a deserving Manager, and to disturb 
the confidence of the public in the collieries adjacent to Eerndale, in the develop
ment of which large sums of money have been spent. The premises of the letter of 
22nd March being thus, in the opinion of the Commission, erroneous, it is not sur
prising that the conclusions were fallacious, and not altogether creditable to the 
perspicacity of a gentleman who, for so many years, has been Manager of an adjoin
ing colliery. Purthermore, Mr. Croudace admits having inspected Eerndale under
ground workings; but explains that the object of his visit was not to critically 
examine the safety of the mine, but was undertaken solely for the purpose of 
satisfying himself whether he would or would not accept the position of Viewer. On 
the other hand, the evidence of C. Sweetland and J. Elctcher, and the letter (No. 9)

referred
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referred to, clearly explain the condition on which they would give him the appoint
ment, viz.:—It was conditional on that gentleman being able to reduce the cost 
of production several shillings per ton, as he had suggested, without interfering with 
the efficiency of the colliery.

Mr. Croudace was conducted round the workings by Mr. Powell, who appears 
to have showed him everything. Mr. Croudace states in Ids evidence that he was 
not shown the “ little fall” below ground. Mr. Powell affirms that he did show 
it to him. On coming to the surface, Mr. Croudace states in evidence that he did not 
view the surface position of the eastern workings he had inspected; but. from a point 
near to the drawing-shaft, he generally looked towards the swramps. Mr. Powell, 
on the other hand (when recalled), states, in the most emphatic manner, that not only 
did he take Mr. Croudace into the workings and there point out to him where the 
“ little fall” took place, but, when they came to the surface, ho took him down to the 
pumping-pit (at C, plan No. 1), and from thence walked along the brow of the ridge 
above the tidal limit, and at or about I on plan pointed out the actual depression in 
the swamps where the fall came to the surface, thus identifying the fall below and 
above ground. This Mr. Croudace does not admit; but the Commission, while 
willing to make allowance for the forgetfulness of any witness on such a point, would 
desire to bring under the observation of Tour Excellency the following lines from 
the report No. 10, already referred to :—“ Upon ascending the shaft or tunnel, I 
inspected the surface positions, and can only say I was strengthened in my 
opinion as regards the necessary work you should execute to assure more economical 
working.”

Mr. Croudace recollects the workings east of the pumping-shaft; he after
wards visited that shaft on the surface. Prom his knowledge of the district he was 
acquainted with the limits and character of the swamps. Some years before he 
had experience of sinking a shaft through similar deposits, near to Stockton, cast 
of the harbour, and when at the pumping-pit could not avoid observing that the 
tidal water laved the debris that surrounded it. Tire Commission have, therefore, 
good reason to believe that this witness knew the full import of the sentence quoted 
above, referring to the “ surface positions.” These written words the Commission 
accept as corroborating the statement of John Powell, the Manager, and go to 
show that when the report in question was written Mr. Croudace was aware of the 
position of the workings, but did not apprehend danger.

Having examined the ground, taken levels, and studied bores put down in 
the swamps, he recommended the proprietors to commence a new sinking half a mile 
further east, at a spot where the tidal waters are deepest, contiguous to a bridge 
across Tighe’s Creek, marked with a circle on the plan, and where the sand was 
much thicker than near the site of the fall of 18th March. Mr. Croudace, when lie 
recommended this situation, ought to have known, and probably did know, that the 
coal in that position was too thin to be worked to profit; and from this point he 
proposed to work a very large area of unprofitably thin coal, in order that lie might 
the more effectually unwater the small area of thicker coal that remained unworked 
west of the fault. This, with some reference to the condition of cocks upon pumps, 
was the scheme he put before the owners in order that the working cost of their coal 
should be reduced. The Commission look upon the report referred to as proof that 
Mr. Croudace had all the circumstances of this colliery in view in March, 1885; 
and that not only did he not perceive or anticipate [danger, but proposed an exten
sive scheme of working coal under a large area, and under the very worst part of
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the swamp, mucli greater than Mr. Powell probably contemplated; and this, too, 
by a system of working in no essential point differing from the practice followed by 
Mr. Powell. The consideration of these documents has given the Commission 
considerable pain, and they never would have been referred to but for the publicity 
given to the opinions enunciated by the author himself. It is much to be regretted, 
that after inditing his report of March, 1885, this engineer condescended (on data 
that he could readily have assured liimsclf were erroneous) to unite his letter of 22nd 
March, 1886, or his subsequent letters to the daily papers, calling public attention 
to the dangerous condition of other collieries he refers to. It is easy to be wise and 
prophetic after the event. This engineer appears to have meditated long and 
deeply on the special dangers attending the working of collieries he calls “ delta 
collieries,” and it is just, yet scarcely, possible that in the case of Pcrndale he had 
suspicions of danger, but awaited his appointment as Viewer to point them out. 
This engineer had an opportunity afforded to few others of forming an opinion on 
these eastern workings, and if the slightest suspicion of danger did really lurk in 
his mind it was his clear and bounden duty, as an engineer, then and there, and 
without waiting for an accident to happen, and regardless of pecuniary consequences 
to himself, to have solemnly warned the proprietors of the danger attending a 
pursuance of their operations—giving them intelligible reasons for his appre. 
hensions.

The Commission, having long and anxiously considered the evidence given, 
together with the plans and documents handed in by the parties examined, have 
unanimously come to the following conclusions:— '

First.—That the unfortunate accident that occurred at Eerndale Colliery 
on the morning of Thursday, the 18th of March last, by which one 
man—John Jenkins—lost his life, and the colliery workings and 
underground plant of this and adjoining collieries have been lost, 
was caused by the sudden and unexpected fall of a rectangular piece 
of conglomerate rock and of sandstone post—defined by a network or 
segregation of open joints or fissures, known as “ graybacks,” that are 
common in the roof of the Newcastle coal-seam. That the separation 
or fracture of this piece of rock was probably induced by the dead
weight exerted upon it of 25 feet of wet sand, and the superadded 
weight of the water during an exceptionally high tide.

Second.—That the position of this fall was opposite to or over a narrow 
bord 6 yards (six yards) in width, and in the locality near to E on 
plan No. 1. And that up to the time of the accident the roof near 
to this site gave no evidence of weakness; but, on the contrary, 
appeared to be sound, and was supported or strengthened by an 
ample amount of timber.

Third.—That the accident was not foreseen, nor could it have been antici
pated to occur where it did, and for this reason could not have been 
prevented.

Fourth.—That the deceased, John Jenkins, miner, met his death by 
drowning, being in all probability swept away (by the impetuosity of 
the stream of water that was passing his road) while attempting to 
escape. He was of diminutive stature (about 5 feet in height), and a 
cripple; so that, unaided, he could scarcely be expected to buffet his 
way successfully through such a torrent to a place of safety.

21
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Fifth.—That John Powell was vested with the full control and manage
ment of Perndale Colliery hy the proprietors, and that (so far as the 
Commission are able to judge) he carried on his underground opera
tions in a regular and systematic manner. The irregularities in the 
occurrence and in the deposition of the coal-seam, and the difficulties 
that were encountered in the course of working, were numerous, and in 
surmounting these and providing for the general safety he exercised 
care and judgment.

Sixth.—For reasons already given, and from the evidence adduced, the 
Commission can attach no blame to the Manager, officials, or owners 
for the accident of 18th March ultimo, whereby one man lost his life, 
and much valuable property was inundated beyond hope of recovery.

The Commission having arrived at the above conclusions, desire to express, 
in the light of subsequent eventst their views on the following points

They believe Mr. Powell to be an active, careful, and prudent Manager, who 
dealt with difficulties in a creditable manner. His ability as a Manager is attested 
by the regularity of the workings delineated on the plan; his care and solicitude 
for the safety of the men, by the large amount of timber he permitted them to use. 
This involved a heavy expenditure, which the owners do not appear to have grudged. 
Fcrndale was a small colliery, and the limited area of coal to work did not justify 
any extravagant expenditure on machinery or expensive cutting to unwater the 
numerous hollows from which the coal had to be removed. Notwithstanding bis 
asseverations to the contrary, the Commission are mclined to look upon the formation 
of narrow bords, especially near the crop, the excessive amount of timber, the 
formation of crop barriers of coal, the driving of very narrow drifts up to the 
surface deposits, and the erection of strong barricades (although precautionary 
measures of the right kind) as indicative of a feeling of insecurity in Mr. Powell’s 
mind.

The Commission do not sec that he could have taken more effectual means 
of securing the safety of the mine, unless he had caused a series of surface bores to 
have been put down at short intervals to guide liim in his work.

It is somewhat remarkable that the surface deposits did not break down in 
the face of these exploring drifts, where there was no solid strata to resist their 
weight, but broke down through a thickness of rock believed to be solid, and almost 
double the thickness of the sand and silt. The reason for this has aheady been 
given, but it is a point which the Commission feel is of the utmost moment, and 
deserves the dispassionate and calm consideration of all those who work minerals 
under similar conditions. The fact that at Ferndale 25 feet of sand and water 
broke through 40 or 42 feet of rock, while the surface deposits in the face of drifts 
a few yards to the north remain sound, is a serious point that cannot well be 
overlooked when considering the limits within which coal-mining can safely be 
carried on under estuarine deposits or bodies of water.

"Where the fall occurred the roof was to all appearance sound; only two 
bords lower down or to the south the conglomerate came down to the top of the 
coal. To drive bords narrower than the width that, for some reason, has been 
adopted as the district standard, viz., 8 yards, involves the payment to the miners 
of yardage rates, in addition to the ordinary cost of hewing, that materially adds
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to the expense of winning the coal, and when to this is added the heavy outlay for 
sets of timber, placed every 18 inches or 2 feet apart, the winning of coal becomes 
unprofitable. The Commission are satisfied that, with the experience gained by 
the occurrence of this catastrophe, it is probable that a fall such as that which took 
place at J headings will not in future be disregarded by thoughtful managers, but 
that a wide berth—ample marginal security—will be given to silty deposits over
lying shallow coal-workings. It is obvious that no very great reliance can be 
placed on the soundness or cohesion of a roof rock directly exposed to the decom
posing influences of sand and water, that may be intersected with fissures or “ gray
backs” that do not always betray their presence to the men engaged at coal-getting.

The Commission believe that from the regular and thorough manner Mr. 
Inspector Dixon inspected this colliery a dangerous condition of the roof or 
of the workings was unlikely to escape his notice. It was with some regret that 
they were informed that the Examiner of Coal-fields had not seen the underground 
workings of No. 8 section of this colliery; and that, unless on receipt of an alarming 
report from one of the Inspectors of Collieries, he did not, from a sense of duty, 
examine the underground workings of any coal-mine. This seems to betray an 
inactivity and a want of interest hr the great industry which renders his office 
necessary. It is quite possible, from his multifarious duties, that he can ill spare 
the time necessary to inspect extensive colliery workings. Still, in the case of 
collieries such as Eerndale, contiguous to his residence, which he knew was surrounded 
by tidal swamps, his occasional presence in the workings might have led to repre
sentations as to working so near to tidal waters, and, possibly, to a modification of 
the mode of working that might have averted the ev il dav.

The cost of producing coal from Eerndale Colliery was high, and occasionally 
amounted very nearly to the price obtained for the coal. Such a discouraging result 
is not anticipated when capital is embarked in an industry that is doing so much to 
develop the resources of the Colony. Surrounded, as Eerndale is, by collieries 
working the same bed of coal, but under conditions so favourable as to ensure large 
dividends as a reward for the enterprise and the invested capital of the proprietors, 
the continuance of this colliery must have been somewhat disheartening to the 
owners, notwithstanding the outlays on yardage, for narrow bords, for water-bailing, 
and for timber to ensure the safety and comfort of the workmen. It is to the 
credit of the owners that they at no time attempted to curtail the expenditure on 
these items, or were tempted to work their mine in a niggardly or cheeseparing 
manner, but considered the safety of the workmen and “the efficiency of the 
mine ” their first anxiety and object. And this may now afford them some consola
tion for the loss thev have sustained bv the inundation of their mine.

In investigating into the cause of this colliery disaster, by which one poor 
man was lost, and the lives of many others were for a time placed in extreme peril, 
the Commission feel it to be a pleasure to place upon record the gallant and self- 
sacrificing conduct of the two young lads, Jolm Powell and David Jones, who, at 
the imminent risk of their own lives, instantly warned the miners working in the 
lower bords of the occurrence of the accident, thereby averting a loss of life 
fearful to contemplate. The promptitude of John Smith (the Deputy), of Isaac 
Hadfield, and others in returning to the scene of the accident, and especially of the 
ceaseless and fearless intrepidity and activity of the Manager during the anxious

- hours
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hours that preceded the rescue of John Hargreaves, is deserving of special com
mendation. To a man of the practical mind, and so anxious for the safety of his 
workmen, as Mr. John Powell is, as well as to the intelligent and observant Managers 
and men engaged at the surrounding collieries, the Commission feel every confidence 
that the calamity that unexpectedly befcl Perndale Colliery on the 18th of March 
last will he useful and bear good fruit, it may be, in emancipating the industry 
from the fetters of withering and empirical customs, and enunciating thoughtful 
and practicable schemes for winning and working coal-seams under conditions that 
may, forsooth, involve in some cases modifications, and in others a departure from 
existing systems, but calculated to facilitate the getting and increase the safety of 
the workmen and the security of the mines.

We have the honor to be,
Your Excellency’s most obedient servants,

JAMES R. M. ROBERTSON, President.
W. DAVIES.
J. Y. NEILSON.
WILLIAM TURNBULL.
JOHN JONES.
ARCHIBALD DURIE.
JOHN USHER.
JOHN THOMAS.
JAMES CURLEY.
JAS. SWINBURN.
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

MOJWAY, 31 MAY, 1886. 

grmnt:—
J ,K .M. ROBERTSON, Esq., M.D., E.R.S., C.E., President.

Mr. J. USHEE..
Mr. J. THOMAS.
Mr. J. Y. NEILSON. 
Mr. W. TURNBULL. 
Mr. J. SWINBURN.

Mr. JAS. CURLEY. 
Mr. JOHN JONES. 
Mr. WM. DAVIES. 
Mr. A. DURIE.

I never managed a colliery before,

Jolm Powell sworn and examined :—
1. President.] We understand you were manager of the Eerndale Colliery, Mr. Powell? Yes, I was
manager of the Eerndale Colliery. "
2. What experience have you had as a manager ? My experience lias been confined to Newcastle, in which 
district I have been employed thirty-two years, off and on.
3. How long were you manager of the Eerndale Colliery ? Six years. I had been working there as over
man since the pit started. .
4. Who appointed you'as manager? Mr. Alexander Brown.
5. Who were the owners of the FermlalcColliery at that time ? Messrs. Single, White, Harper, and Bevan.
C. Who are the present owners of the colliery ? Messrs. Law', Sweetland, Fletcher, and Stokes.

17. Was the whole control of the colliery operations entrusted to you? Yes,
S. Did Mr. Brown hand over to you the entire control of the mine 1 Yes.
9. Had you any previous experience in the management of collieries ? 
but I have had both pit and tunnel experience.
10. Have you got a working plan of the colliery? Yes. [Mr. Powell lodges the principal colliery plan of 
the Eerndale mine and tracing thereof.]
11. I'resident.] Has this plan been kept up regularly since the opening of the colliery ? Yes.
12. Were surveys of the colliery taken at regular periods ? Yes.
13. What interval of time would elapse between the taking of each survey ? Sometimes a month, some
times less.
14. I do not observe that the dates of these surveys have been marked on the plan—have you anything to- 
say in respect to that ? Simply that it never has been done, cither before or since I became manager.
15. Who made the surveys? 1 made the surveys after Mr. Simpsou left; that is six years ago. °
16. When were operations in the colliery commenced ? It had been working for nine years.
11. That is, it commenced in the year 1877 ? Yes, in the beginning of 1877.
18. Who commenced it? Mr. Harper. He was manager and part proprietor.
19. Then Messrs. Harper, White, Binglc, and Bevan were owners at this time ) Yes.
20. What is the depth of the drawing shaft? 49 feet 6 inches.
21. You say Mr. Harper first managed the colliery; -who was your predecessor in the management? Mr
Simpson. '
22. Can you give us the date upon which you were appointed manager of the colliery ? I do not remember 
the exact date ; it is about six years ago.
23. Was the I erndalo Colliery sunk on a freehold estate! Yes ; it was ground purchased by the Company 
—an 11-acre block.
24. Was that the entire area? Yes.
25. Did the owners secure any land, on leasehold or otherwise, adjoining this block, subsequently ? Yes -
they bought forty-four allotments on Pepper Town, 1
26. Was this freehold? Yes; and they bought 15 acres from Mr. Winship.
27. Have they acquired any leasehold land? Yes, from the inhabitants of Tighe’s Hill and Peppertown. "
28. And this was taken at a royalty per ton? Yes; some nine-pence, some six-pence, and some one 
shilling.
29. Do you know the area of the land leased ? I cannot tell; there was some at Wickham, in different 
blocks. We had worked somewhere about 100 acres, and about 100 acres remained in pillars,
30. Did the leases you have referred to contain any provision as to the mode of working the colliery ? I 
cannot tell you ; I never saw them.
31. Did they contain any provision as to the removal of the pillars? No.
32. Ferndale is, I think, an easterly extension of Tighe’s Hill ? Yes, it runs east and west.
33. And Tighe’s Hill is a low ridge of conglomerate, that has a northward and south-east trend ? Yes.
34. And to the south, the ridge is bounded by a creek ? Yes, we call it Tigbo’s Hill; a branch of Throsby’s

35. Is this creek of any depth ? Well, no ; except when the tide is up, some of it is without water.
36. It is then a tidal stream ? Yes.
37. With a muddy or rocky bottom ? With mud, and rock in parts.
38. What is the nature of the country next to Ferndale ? Next to Ferndale, to the south, it is conMomerate 
and when you come to the east it is conglomerate till you come down to the flat, when there is about 
60 feet of sand above the conglomerate.
39. To the north and east of Tighe’s Hill there is a gradual fall into low-lying and swampy land ? 'Yes.
40. And that is covered by mangroves, and is subject to tidal influence ? Yes.
41. To the west, does the coal worked at Ferndale underlie this ridge of Tighe’s Hill—that is, Peppertown?

42. What coal-seam did you work at Ferndale? The Borehole seam—the same seam os is worked in
other collieries in Newcastle. ' '
4 3. What is the nature of the roof to the south ? So far as we have been, it isUnostly conglomerate.
44, What is the nature of it in the low swampy ground south of the creek ? Going towards Maryvale it is 
sand and clay, J
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45. Is this expanse of plain covered by alluvial deposits? Yes; it consists of clay, sand, and slielly 
substance.

„ 46. Does the Borehole seam underlie these alluvial deposits? Yes; it slopes off into the creek, and crops
ajr' ' in the creek towards the south-west.

47. Then the Borehole seam does not underlie the valley beyond, to the north-west ? No, it crops before
then. ■
48. Going across the hollow again, does the Borehole seam re-appear? Yes.
49. At Waratah? No, not at Waratah, but further towards Hamilton; it does not re-appear till it goes 
into the hill, and under that hill the Waratah Company work the same coal-seam.
50. Is the Borehole seam subject to “faults” west of Ferndale shaft? No; there has been no fault at all 

, west of the shaft,
51. What is its dip or pitch? Sometimes it makes rolls, but is of uniform thickness, about 60 yards to the 
east of the shaft, with a regular thickness to the crop.
52. What is the thickness? From 16 to 17 feet.
53. And lies at a low angle, undisturbed by faults ? Yes.
54. And then dips to the south and south-east ? Yes.
55. And from Waratah the outcrop follows a long sweep, by Lambton and the A. A.. Company ? Yes.
56. And across, under the harbour, by Bullock Island and Maryvale, and joins the Ferndale dip coal ?
Yes. .
57. Then in that case Tighe’s Hill is an outlyer of the Waratah Ranges ? Yes.
58. And is surrounded by swamps ? Yes.
59. And in these the coal crops out ? Yes. _
60. And these swamps to the south, south-east, east, and north-cast, and north, are more or less under tidal
influence? Yes, the gi'eater portion of them. _ _
61. What is the natural dip of the coal-seam at Ferndale, west of the shaft? To the west of the shaft it is
from 17 to 18 feet.

■ 62. I asked what is the dip ? It is to the rise.
63. What is the course of the dip—the direction ? South-east; that is, extreme to the south and gradually 
to the east. .
64. What formed your south-western boundary in tbo western section of the coal-field ? The Maitland Road 
was our boundary.
65. You have worked the coal under the Maitland Road, I believe ? Yes.
66. What depth is the coal from the surface under that road? It is about 15 feet from the surface down 
to the roof of the coal.
67. - Of what rock is the roof composed ? Soft post. _
68. And to the south-west of the Maitland Road, what is the depth of the coal ? It crops out just beyond
the Maitland Road. _ t
69. In that swampy hollow formed by the elbow of Tighe’s Creek, is the coal found ? Yes, it is found in the
swampy hollow at Tighe’s Creek. _
70. Then, between the Ferndale workings and the outcrops to the south-west of the Maitland Road, has the 
coal been worked by other parties ? It has been worked by Mr. Bevan, and by Chas. Austin, and several 
small owners.
71. Are the workings of these small collieries connected with those of Ferndale? \es.
72. Were any barriers left between them ? I left a barrier of coal between Tigbe’s Hill and Peppertown.
73. But in these little collieries that you have spoken of, do you know what was the nature of the surface
deposits above the coal-seam? It was clay and conglomerate, and in the crop it would be mostly composed 
■of this rotten post, with a body of clay on the top of it. .
74. Do you know whether these surface deposits gave these owners any trouble ? I do not think so.
'75. Was the surface of the crop-workings covered by tbo tide in that position ? No. ^
76. Have the pillars in these collieries been taken out? We took out all the pillars in Peppertown.
.77. But I am now speaking of these little collieries ? Yes, the pillars were taken out,
78. Did they take them out to the very crop? Yes; they took all they could.
79. Then these collieries, being connected with Ferndale, will now be drowned out? Yes; eveiy one of
them. .
80. In the western workings of Ferndale the coal-workings appear to have been remarkably regular, were
they as regular in reality as they are on the plan ? Yes. _
81. The mode of working has, I see, been that of pillar and stall; Yes ; 8-yard bords and 4-yard pillars.
82. Do the managers of other collieries in the district follow the same rule as to width of bords and size of 
pillars ? Yes ; that is the district rule wherever I have been working.
83. Is this rule followed irrespective of depth ? Yes.
84. Can you assign the reason of following such an arbitrary rule ? Well, I always worked 8-yard
bords when the covering was supposed to be strong enough, and if it was thought the covering was not 
strong enough they would be worked from 4 to 6 yards. ■ _
85. Why should all collieries, irrespective of depth or position, work their coal with 8-yard bords? Can
you give any reason for that? No, except that it is customary in. all pjirts of the world where I have been.
86. On looking at your tracing of the plan, the coal-workings are represented to terminate abruptly, and 
follow a curved line,—does this curved line indicate the position of the outcrop 2 Yes.
87. That is where the coal has become lost in the level deposits ? Yes. . _ _
88. Does the coal rise rapidly coming towards the crop? When it comes near the crop it rises very 
rapidly.
89. And this crop follows the margin of the low ridge called Tighe’s Hill ? Yes. _ _
90. What was the roof of the coal composed of iu this section—the western section? Principally of con
glomerate.
91. And did the surface come down and cut out the conglomerate ? Yes.
92. Then in that case what was in front of the coal-seams? Sand and clay. _
93. Can you give us a section by word of mouth ? It is clay in the first place, and just on the edge of
where the rock is beginning to form it is rotten post and clay. I did not sink it myself.

Mr.
John Powell.
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Sli. It was not a hard strata of even coal ? No; 10 yards from the drawing-pit it is a strong roof to the Mr. 
south. John Powell.
95. Then Ferndale shaft has just been sunk in a sort of gutter? Yes. ----- -\
96. Towards the crop, did the conglomerate give place to sand suddenly or gradually 1 Sometimes there 31 May' 1S8e‘ 
would he a portion of post in it. Some places it would he 6 or 7 inches, and in others as high as a foot,
and cut out the conglomerate.
97. When you struck the surface deposits to the north-west and north, did these deposits give you any 
trouble 1 Only in one portion of the mine.
98. Have you taken out the whole of the pillars in this section 1 No, not one ; I have not taken out the 
pillars to the east of Ferndale drawing-shaft anywhere.
99. But I mean that section to the west 1 We have taken out all pillars to the west of Waratah Railway, 
excepting under the Maitland Road.
100. "Did you experience any difficulty from the surface in doing so 1 No. *
101. What measures did you take to prevent it filling up the workings? We took no measures at all. We 
took the pillars out and let it fall.
102. Was there any surface-water ? None whatever.
103. Contiguous to the shaft I believe you experienced some difficulty from a “cave-in”—did it give you some 
trouble? Yes. .
104. Would you tell us about it? In the flat of Tighe’s Hill, in four different places, the roof fell in, and 
worked out to the crop, so that there was no covering to support the crop, and we had to construct a dam 
to keep the water back.
105. Did any water come in along with the sand? Yes; a considerable quantity came in, but we made
these dams, and kept it back. „
106. I understand this part of the workings is above tidal influence? Yes; but there is a great body of 
water in the sand, down about 15 feet
107. To the south of the pit and towards the Maitland Road we understand these straight headings are 
called No. 2 headings—is that so ? Yes.
IQ®- Then do those blanks (shown on the plan) in this direction represent tlie position of the private 
collieries referred to ? Yes.

_ [Marked “ 12 ” within a circle.)
109. What is the depth to the coal-scam worked there ? About 35 feet to 38 feet.
110. West of tliis (“12 ”) a few bords from Ferndale have undermined the Maitland Road. Are all your 
workings in this part shown on the plan 1 Yes.
111. How far have these bords gone? Just across to the boundary.
112. You observe that the creek approaches the road at this point? Yes. .
113. Have any of your workings gone under the creek ? No.
114. Then your workings are limited to the boundary of the Maitland Road ? Yes.
115. Are you perfectly sure? I am.
116. What depth is the coal from the bed of the creek ? I should say it would be about 28 or 30 feet to 
the top of the coal.
117. Immediately beyond the creek there is a small coal-shaft~to whom does that belong ? To Messrs.
Brougball & Griffiths; it formerly belonged to Mr. Green. *
118. Do you know anything about the nature of the roof in that pit? I do not.
119. Had you any considerable growth of water from the Ferndale workings? Yes.
120. Where did the water come from ? From a flat in the old workings to the west of Ferndale shaft
121. How much water did you get? We were pumping in No. S 16,000 gals, an hour,
122. Did you pump to the surface? Yes—that is, in the eastern workings.
123. Had. the amount of water increased since you were appointed manager ? Yes,
124. Did any portion of this water come out of the sm'face deposits ? No, none.
125. Did any come from the crop workings ? No.
126. Did any sand come in with the water? No.
127. From Ferndale shaft the heading has been driven due south? Yes—called No. 2.
128. To the cast of that heading (would you look at the plan, please?) blank spaces marked 10, 11, and 12, 
within circles, are shown,—do these spaces represent the sizes of the private collieries ? Yes.
129. And arc the workings of these collieries and those of Ferndale colliery connected? Yes.
130. Does the same remark apply to coal-workings marked 15 and 16 ? Yes.
131. Is Bevan’s colliery—marked 14, within a circle—drowned out? Yos.
132. Do the workings join with those of 15 and 16 ? They join with Hurstville and with Ferndale.
133. Then, from a point that I have marked B on No. 2 south heading, you have driven along the dip road
due cast? Yes. or
134. How many chains have you driven these dip bords? About 30 chains.
135. About 5 chains down this dip road, from B, you seem to have struck a roll ? Yes.
136. Was the coal very irregular under this roll ? Yes, very irregular.
137. Is the direction of the roll N.E. and S.W.? Yes, somewhere about that.
138. Crossing that roll, was the coal-scam of a wavy character? Yes; unmarketable.
139. The direction of the roll loaves a considerable area of ground to the cast of the winning shaft? Yes.
140. And to the north of Millar’s shaft, marked 10 on the plan,—was that area of ground faulty or 
troubled? No; it was clean coal.
141. What was the thickness of the coal in that part west of the roll ? From 17 to 18 feet.
142. In winning it, had you to strip the west side of the roll? No.
143. Did you work the coal up to the roll? Yes.
144. Did you get any water from it? No ; it was quite dry.
145. Working the coal towards the north of that same area, did you reach the surface deposits? Yes.
146. What did you get at the face ? Sand and clay.
147. And you traced this surface or crop as far eastward as the roll would permit? Yes.
148. Did any water come from the surface at the crop ? No.
149. What description of roof did you have in this area? Sandstone and post—a strong roof.
150. And as you approached the surface did this roof disappear? Yes.

151.
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^p\Te!] 151, Before it gave out, was it rotten or treacherous'! It would become rotten at once as the coal died out. 
' 152. In approaching the crop, did you require to use extra timber to support the roof? No; as soon as we

31 May, 18S0. Sot the stopped. _ . , .
153. Did you reduce the size of the bords? No : not in that portion.
154. Did this roll, where it crossed the dip road, in any way alter the character of the coal-seam ? It went
from 13 feet to G feet in thickness.
155. How did the coal become reduced—was it the bottom coal that checked out? No, it was the top coal; 
the bottom continued and the jerry continued.
156. A portion of the roof coal seemed to be displaced by conglomerate ? Yes.
157. Have you prepared a section of the coal-seam ? Yes. (Two sections produced.)

Dictated by President.\ Mr. Powell explains that at the top of one of the waves the coal thickened,
and, when it formed a hollow, the conglomerate came down and cut out the top coal.

158. Pre$i<knt.] What thickness was this troubled coal 1 10 chains.
159. Then to the east of that roll, roughly speaking, the conglomerate seems to have cut off about 11 or 12 
feet of the top coal from the thickness of the coal ? Yes.
160. What thickness of coal had you in the dip roads to the east of the roll? From about 5 feet G inches 
to 6 feet.
161. To the south of the dip roads, coming towards the creek, you have not worked a large area of coal? 
The top coal Is cut out altogether.
162. 'With what ? With sandstone and conglomerate.
163. What is the thickness of the coal-seam to the dip of the dip roads? From 2 feet 6 inches to 3 feet; 
it runs as high as 3 feet 3 inches in some places.
164. Is that 3 feet 3 inches bottom coal ? Yes. _
165. At C on the tracing, your dip road seems to have terminated—contiguous to that point the position is 
shown of a pumping-pit 111 feet deep ? Yes,
166. Is that the last part of your workings ? No.

Dictated by President] Mr. Powell explains that the levels driven from C fall about 9 feet.
167. And you have told us that you pumped 16,000 gallons an hour from that pit—was the water 
fresh or salt 1 It was salt water.
168. Where did it come from? Principally from the hard roof of conglomerate.

Dictated by President] Mr. Powell explains that where the conglomerate came down in the dips 
to the bottom coal the quantity of water increased.

169. From this water-pit your levels extend to the north-east about 16 chains? Yes.
170. What stopped your working in that direction towards the east ? A “fault.”
171. Is that fault of any size? I have driven into it 30 yards without getting any signs of the coal. I 
believe it is about 50 yards wide. We put a bore 58 yards the other side, and cut coal. The further we 
went into the fault the less water we got.

, 172. The bulk of your workings in this direction seems to have been to the north or rise of the dip roads in
that level ? Yes.
173. What thickness of cover or roof had you in the bulk of that area ? From 109 to 148 feet.
174. Did you leave any pillars thicker than 4 yards ? Yes; in some places they would be 6 yards; but
the average pillars were 4 yards. ’
175. Did you take any pillars out of this area? No, none whatever.
176. To the north of these dip roads on the plan you seem to have worked the coal up to the surface ? We
have worked it out to the crop,
177. And exposed it for fully half a mile ? Yes; here and there we have worked it right through.
178. This line of crop follows the contour of the north ridge—what does it consist of ? Vegetable matter, 
black silt, and sand, extending to the scrub or mangrove.
179. Did you prove the thickness along that line ? Only when we drove through to the crop.
180. You did not put down bores to ascertain its consistency ? No ; not on that side at all.
181. Without this knowledge you continued to work your section up to the crop and under the tidal swamps 
—did you consider that a safe proceeding ? I did.
182. Is the crop flooded east of the letter H on the tracing ? It is.
183. At the point, letter I on the tracing, is the crop covered by the flood-water ? No, it is not,
184. How far off the high-water-mark is it? I should say about 2 or 3 chains.
185. And not knowing the thickness of the clay or sand, with the tidal waters covering the coal-crop, you 
continued to work the coal up to the crop ? Yes, so long as the coal was marketable.
186. And you considered that safe 1 Yes, I did,
187. Did you take any special precautions for strengthening the crop bords? I did. I timbered them 
wherever I thought it was required.
188. Hie plan shows bords of 8 yards driven in a line with the crop—is that correct ? Yes; but in some 
places we reduced the width.
189. I want to direct your attention to these bords not going up on end to the crop, but driven along the line 
of crop. Yes.
190. Well, do you consider that safe? Yes.
191. What kind of roof did you trace along the crop at that part? It-was post along the crop.
192. Did it require extra timbering? All these bords were double timbered. The reason was that the 
nature of the roof was treacherous.
193. Then was it the fact that you worked some of the bords narrow and timbered with double timber, 
because you saw evidence of danger ? It was an evidence of danger for the men only, but not for the roof to 
come in ; the post ran from 2 to 3 feet up to the conglomerate, which, carrying water, was calculated to soften 
what was below it.
194. Then this double timber was to keep up the strata below the conglomerate and above the coal ? Yes.
195. Then, looking at the plan again, and at the point marked E, towards the dip to the level, the bords 
were approaching the “fault” referred to,—how many of these bords had been worked forward to the 
fault ? Two.
196. And the bords to the north of this were approaching the line of this fault ? Yes; the tenth bord above
the level had been driven in advance of the other workings up to the line of the “ fault.” 197.
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197.
198.
199.
200.
201.
202.
chains to the north, and at “ J” the line of crop strikes due east to “K,"—did you work the coal till you struck 
the surface deposits in this part 1 No,
203. Did you work the coal up to the surface deposits at “J "l No.

Dictated by President: Mr. Powell explains that at “J” two narrow headings were driven, in 
advance of the workings until they struck the surface deposits; and at “ K” another narrow
heading had been driven in advance of the workings until it also struck the surface deposits. The 
face of these roads were about 24 yards in advance of the bords,

204. To the south of fI K” two bords, about 30 yards back, down the heading, seem to have been stopped 1 
Yes.
205. Why were they stopped ? Owing to the crop here in the coal getting soft.

Note.—Mr. Powell hands in a section referred to as a section in a north and south line from No. 2 
bord of the workings to the dip of the levels to point “ C” on tracing,

206. What was the condition of the face of the third bord below “ K’J ? It was good. '
207. Were these bords holed into each other? No.
208. What width were they driven? 8 yards.
209. Were the two uppermost driven 8 yards until stopped at the crop? Yes; the next was 6 yards, and 
the next was 4 yards.
210. Did they come upon any water ? No.
211. Prom the point marked “ 1” on the plan to “ J” and “ K” the coal is covered by sea-wrater from Throsby 
Creek, is it not ? No, not exactly; “I" is not covered. Two chains from the east of “1” to “K” and “J” the 
top of the coal is covered by sea-water from Throsby Creek.
212. When you worked the coal, were you aware that they were covered with this tidal water ? Yes, I was 
aware.
213. And did this not raise any suspicion of danger in your mind 1 No, it did not.
214. Then again, in the neighbourhood of “ I” an irregular pencil line sweeps round from the workings until 
it approaches the water-pit at " C,"—what does it represent ? It represents high-water-mark.
215. Does it fairly represent the extent or limit of the tidal waters? Yes.
216. If this is so, it- would appear that the whole of the coal you were raising months before the accident 
was taken from under tidal swamps bordering on Throsby Creek ? Yes,
217. You had worked out upwards of 10 acres of coal from under these swamps ? Yes.
218. And you did not apprehend danger ? No, none whatever. '
219. In conducting the workings here, did you use extra timber? Yes; all the bords were double
timbered. ■ ,
220. Why? Owing to the bad nature of the stone up to the “post” under the conglomerate.
221. But not from any feeling of insecurity as to the surface? None whatever ; we did it because when 
this post broke down we should come to the conglomerate, and it was soft.
222. Prom the point “F” where the fall took place, a narrow heading was driven to “ K”—a distance of
how many yards ? 54 yards.
223. Why did you stop that heading ? Because it went into clay and sand.
224. Did you see clay and sand iu front? Yes. '
225. What width was this narrow heading driven ? It was about 2 feet 6 inches high ; about as small as a 
man could follow it there and travel back.
226. Was extra timber used to secure it? No timber was used here at all.
227. Was the roof rotten ? Yes. ■
228. When the heading reached the crop, did they come upon any estuarine deposits, or any water 1 None 
whatever.
229. Did you erect any barricade across the heading? I did. (Mr. Powell marks on the plan the position 
of this barricade—X.)
230. Why did you erect a barricade there ? In case it would collapse inside.
231. Wliy did you anticipate a collapse ? Owing to the nature of the soil—the clay and sand.
232. Then a pair of headings were driven up to the point “ J” on the plan,—were these places driven up to the 
surface deposits? Yes, they wore driven up to the clay.
233. What was the nature of the roof? Black clay.
234. Were these headings extra timbered 1 Yes; double timbers were used up to the small drive of about 
half a chain.
235. Did any fall take place when these headings were driven? Yes; we were driving to ascertain where 
the crop was, and when the men, having knocked off, came back next morning the place was closed with 
black clay and a little sand. It fell through the night.
236. Were there any shells? No, and there was no water.
237. Did this not frighten you ? No, it did not frighten me at all.
238. When did the fall take place that drowned out the Perndale Colliery? On the 18th March last.
239. Were all the men in the pit ? No ; it was about ten minutes to 8 in the morning.
240. At what spot did the fall take place ? The mark “ P ” on the plan represents the exact spot where 
the fall took place.
241. Was the roof tender in this place? No ; from what we had seen of it the roof was good.
242. Beyond that, was it rotten? Beyond that the roof was getting softer and becoming rotten,
243. Had water been dripping from this roof? No ; there was no water at all.
24 4. How do you account for a fall taking place where the roof was good ? Well, where this fall took place 
a lot of what we call gray facings were present—a heap of them together, or “gray backs,” that is how I 
account for the fall; they cut straight upward.
245. Had you not any evidence of this in the workings? None until I saw it take place ; the sides of the 
“fall-in" being as clean as the sides of a house.

ROYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

How many bords above that have reached the fault? None.
When was the last survey taken of these places? On the 14th March.
That was four days before the accident ? Yes.
It was from the bords approaching the fault that your output was derived ? Yes.
And these bords could not long have continued ? No.
Then if you look towards the top line from “I” on the plan, the line of high-water is projected some

Mr.
JohnPowcll. 

31 May, 1886.

246.



814

EOYAL COIIMISSIOH' OS COLXYEJICKS—JTO'IJTEEJ Or EVIDENCE.

AVIiere were you at the time the accident happened i I was having my breakfast at the time:
Well, what did you do when you heard of it i I went down to the pit as quickly as I could.
Did you not consider that the workings under these estuarine deposits of unknown thickness imperilksl 

the safety of the mine and the lives of the workmen 1 jSo ; I believed they were all safe, and did nrf: 
apprehend any danger whatever.
249. At any time did you in conversation with your owners, or any one of them, refer to the coal-workings
under these swamps ? No. ‘
250. Did they ever express any anxiety on the subject to you 1 No.
251. Did you meet them regularly 1 Yes.
252. Was not this subject a theme of conversation 3 No; not any more than to ask if we were working m. 
the tidal workings, and I would say yes.
253. Then it was a theme of conversation 3 No j I simply informed them as I have said.
254. Did the men appoint Check Inspectors to examine the colliery 3 Yes.
255. How often did they examine the ■workings? They examined them every month until lately, vr&sm 
they examined them every three months. The Check Inspectors examined in October and in the latter pBift 
of February, or beginning of March—two or three weeks before the accident took place.
256. Did they complain of any portion of the mine ? No.
257. Have you a copy of their report 3 No ; they never entered the last examination j in fact one of tfen
Inspectors died three or four days after that. ' '
258. Did the Inspectors ever complain to you about these rise-bords 3 No. ■
259. Did they ever suggest to you that you were taking an improper course in working the mide 3 No. 
2G0. Do you know of any boreholes to the north-east of your workings 3 I do. [The witness pointed 
position on plan, marked “M.”]
201, What depth was that bore? 107 feet.
202. How many feet do the surface deposits measure? I believe from 50 to 60 feet.
263. Who put it down—that is, the borehole ? Mr, Henderson.
264. Were any other parts of the swamp tested ? Yes; there is a bore here to the east, in a line withtJnr- 
dip levels (marked “N” on the plan), about a chain beyond the fall. -
265. What depth is the bore? 119 feet, and 61 feet to the sand, the remainder being conglomerate wad 
post.
266. You have mentioned one fall that took place along the crop-line atil K,”—do you know of any o&xsr 
falls along that line ? No.
267. Did it not occur to you that it would have been a safe and necessary precaution to have left broad 
pillars of coal along this crop to protect the surface ? Well, I left as much as I thought was necessary fir 
safety.
268. How much have you left ? About 26 yards,
269. Do you know Mr. Croudace 3 I do.
270. Have you had any conversation with him as to the nature of the operations at Eerndale ? No-
271. Was he ever down your colliery ? Yes.
272. When was that? 1 should say about twelve months ago.
273. Eor what purpose was he there ? To report on the mine.
274. Eor whom was he to report? For the Company.
275. Did he do so? I believe he did.
276. Did he examine all the ivorking-places ? Yes; all the working-places at that time, but we were thcai 
a considerable distance from the place where the fall-in occurred,
277. Did he warn you of your danger in working under the tidal waters ? No, he did not. ‘
278. Have you ever seen his report? No.
279. Have you ever asked to see it ? No. -
280. Has he expressed any opinion to you since? No; the only expression he made to me was that it was 
a most difficult mine to work—the most difficult he had seen in the district.
2S1. Did you measure the thickness of the surface at the site of the accident? Yes.
282. What was the thickness of the seam there 3 The coal-seam, where the fall took place, was 5 fert
6 inches.
283. What was the thickness of the rock 3 There was 30 feet of post, and 10 feet of conglomerate aborre 
that.
284. Was the rock firm ? Yes.
285. In working these bords up to the crop, did you consider the pressure that was on each 3 Noj, I 
did not.
286. You say there were how many feet of sand 3 23 feet of sand and 2 feet of clay.
287. Then at the face of these bords that reached the surface you would have about 65 feet of surf Be®?
Somewhere about that,
288. That was equal to about 2 or 3 tons pressure per square foot, or 45 lbs. pressure per square inch,—dio 
not you consider that forms an element of danger? No ; I could not see any danger.
289. How do you account for 40 ft. thickness of rock falling in 3 I account for the “ fall iu” by these 
narrow facings and the softening of the coal and roof.
290. Did you examine the surface deposits after the previous fall 3 No; naturally, during that time, we 
were trying to stop the water from coming in. There was 2 feet of clay on the top of the conglomerate and 
the rest was drift-sand,
291. Then in the space of 50 yards you seem to have lost almost 40 feet of rock cover 3 Yes. Wheat st 
does come down it comes down as straight as the wall of this room.
292. When you put in that barricade at the foot of “ K;; (drift), did you not fear that an accident might 
eventually happen ? No, I did not.
293. How many acres have disappeared on the surface in consequence of the late accident at FcmdaTc? 
About 3^. Nearly 100,000 cubic yards of sand disappeared into the workings in consequence of the fall cm. 
the 18th March. .
294. Did you see the fall that took place from the workings? Yes j I was in a dozen times at the bottom 
of it. We had to work our way through the whole of the workings. The water had choked the travelling 
roads ; the mangroves had closed them, and we had to go over the falls.

Mr.
John Powell.
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'535- Bid you go down to save the lives of any of the men ? Yns ; T was down five hours after the accident Mr.
happened. 1 was down all the time. We could not get to the bords where Jenkins and Hargraves were °^ln Powell.
.snjpposcd to be. Just as we were coming to the surface a report came that there were voices heard in the
'“toil-in.” Hardie and some other men were there, and I got ropes and took some men with me and 3 1 18®3'
endeavoured to get to the bottom of the fall-in. I had been within 30 yards of it. a dozen times. We had
.to work round the stoppings, and I rushed through, and was in 10 yards when 1 was told that tho man
Hargraves had been pulled up before we got there. I then fetched the rest of the men along with me to
sock for the last man in the pit, and wo -worked ourselves round the face workings, that is, Nos. 3, 4, and
.5 bords, and when we came to No, 6, a cut-through between 5 and 6 was filled up to the roof with sand.
39fi. Is it not known whether Jenkins had left his own bord 1 No ; ho had his clothes on it appears when 
the boys called him last. He was in for the last skip, and they were going to take the skip into him when 
tho fall-in occurred. Jenkins was an elderly man and a cripple. He was not the man to stick in his bord 
.and not make a struggle to go from there under the circumstances.
297. Is not this a lesson or argument of the danger of approaching tidal swamps in underground workings ?
It would he a lesson no doubt, but I never saw anything approaching danger at all; if I had, I should have 
■stopped it at once. ■
298. J/V, JVci/iwB.] As to the Check Inspectors, do you and your officers and others consult as to the com
plaints entered in the Chock Inspectors' books 1 The books speak for themselves, and there was no complaint 
■wfcatever. They could always be seen.
'299. Mr. Jones.'] Bid you consider the barrier you have mentioned sufficient in case of afall of water? Yes.
300. Mr. Davies.] Who were the Check Inspectors ? Hopkins and Morrer.
■301. Is the Check Inspectors’ book lying in the office ? Yes.
302. Drcsidcnt.] Can you produce it ? Yes.
303. Mr. Davies.] Is Morrer in the district? Yes ; he is stopping at Islington.
304. You say that the proprietors never warned you, and that you never warned the proprietors, as to any 
danger in connection with your operations ? Not specially. The proprietors were aware of it.
305. But if there had been any danger it was your duty to inform them ? Oh, yes; and anybody else. I
bad full charge of the place, and took all the precautions I possibly could. If there was immediate danger
apprehended in any direction the foreman and deputy could call anyone they wanted to make everything 
.aecnra.
306. Bid you make out in writing an official periodical report ? Oh, yes ] I reported generally once a 
month.
307. Bid you at any time, in making out tliis report, mention the fact of these tidal waters coming over the 
strata of your property ? No, I did not; but they knew as well as I did that we were working under the 
tidal waters.
308. Bid the Check Inspectors have every facility for carrying out their duties ? Yes. There was nobody 
to interfere with them. The foreman was always there to instruct them how they were to go, and where 
to go. The Inspectors were in the liabit of going into tbo back workings, which I have never seen in any 
-other pit in the district.
309. In putting in these small drives to prove the crop, do you not think it would have been a better plan 
to put down bores? No, I do not think it would have been, and the other way was certainly better on the 
.score of expense. We were driving as small as a man could go. I have known instances were the coal 
would become just like “ smut,” and you would think the coal had given out, and after that we have met 
with really excellent coal further on.
310. Bid the Inspector of Collieries at any time draw your attention to the fact that these tidal waters 
would be a source of danger to the mine ? He drew my7 attention to the fact, but never pointed out any 
danger. Ho also asked what precautions I had taken, and I told him precisely what I have told you.
He was there pretty often. He has gone through a portion of the old workings. The last time lie was 
there he was through a portion o£ tho old workings, close to where this accident took place. I asked him if 
he thought it was safe, and he said, “ So far as timber is concerned it is as safe as being on the surface.”
311. Bid he see the barricades you had erected ? He was not up to them the last time he was in.
312. Are you aware whether he had over been over the surface, and seen this surface fall you have referred 
to in your evidence ? He lias seen that.
313. But previous to this accident ? Not to my knowledge.
314. Then you did not report it to him? No, 1 In fact, there were not half-a-dozen men in the pit knew 
about it till the late disaster happened. If the late fall had taken place when the tide was out, and had it 
not been spring tide, the thing would have choked itself, and nobody would have been much the wiser.
315. ZDesident.] That is your own supposition ? Yes. '
316. Mr. Davies.] Was this fact of the surface fall having taken place kept back from the men ? No.
317. Had the men known that the fall had taken place, would they have worked there do you think 1 Some 
of the men who worked there did know of it.
318. Was not a portion of your workings drowned out some time previous? Yes ; but not in the same 
•direction, and it came from the best roof we had.
319. Mr. Jones.] As a matter of fact, you bad in no way7 attempted to conceal this fall from the men? No.
320. It has been stated in evidence elsewhere that a number of the men in the mine knew of that fact?
They might, but I think not, If I had been out of the mine an hour sooner I could have stopped that water 
from coming into the pit. I have stopped the water there in falls previously.
321. President.] Bo you mean tidal water? No ; but in the present case, if the tide had not come back on 
me so soon I would have stopped the flow with sand, which would have stopped it as long as I could go 
down with a staff of men, and put up a dam that would have effectually prevented it from coming in.
322. Mr. Curley.] You did not attempt to dam it up with bags of clay and so on, did you ? It was no use.
Tho water was driving everything before it. In fact, it was carrying trees down 40 and 50 feet high. The 
hole is open now, and the tide is rising and falling in the little pits all through the district. "
323. Mr. Usher.] When Inspector Bixon expressed his opinion as to tho safety of tho workings in that 
particular part of the mine, did he take particular notice of the thickness of the pillars and the width of the 
bords? Yes.
324. Mr. Cnrlay.] What number of water-balers had you 1 I had twenty-one,

, The witness withdrew.

Joseph
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Joseph. Powell sworn and examined :—
President] What is your occupation! I am a miner, and was overman at Ferndale.
How long have you occupied that position ? For three years.
Before that, in what capacity were you engaged 1 I was coal-mining at Ferndale,
Have you worked in' any of the adjoining collieries! I have worked at Wallsend.
What were your duties as overman 1 My duties were to look after the shifting of coal, to see that 

everything was safe, that there was plenty of timber, and that the bords were of a certain width, whatever 
was determined upon.
330. Since you became overman at Ferndale, have you been in the west workings towards the Maitland 
Hoad 1 Not since I have been overman. I was working there myself.
331. Have you also been in the bords of No. 2 heading towards the creek to the west? Yes, I worked 
one bord there.
332. It was from that heading that the dip started 1 Yes,
333. And as overman yon are acquainted with the dip roads and the large body of workings of the dip 
roads? Yes, down the incline.
334. Throughout the whole of these bords that I have mentioned, were the bords driven of the same width ? 
Not always.
335. What was the usual width ? Eight-yard bords generally, unless we were coming to the crop; then 
they were 6 yards, and-some would be 4 yards.
336. What thickness of pillars did you leave? Four yards.
337. Were they left of the same size irrespective of depth from the surface ? Yes, they were marked oft
all the same. "
.338. Were the bords driven 8 yards irrespective of the depth ? Yes, except where they approached the 
crop.
339. And did you reduce the width of the bords in the case of a bad roof? Yes, always where there was a 
bad roof.
340. Close to the winning-shaft, had you any solid strata above the coal ? I cannot tell you ; I did not 
work at sinking the shaft,
341. Have you ever observed any falls of the surface into your workings near the shaft? Yes, there have 
been a few near the shaft.
342. When these falls took place, did any solid strata come down? I cannot tell you, as I was not there 
when they did come down.
343. How do you know that they did fall ? Because I could see them on the surface.
344. Are you aware whether any quantity of sand ran into your workings from some of these falls near to 
the shaft? Not that I am aware of. I never saw it.
345. Have you heard of anything of the kind ? No, not since I have been there.
340. Have you seen any other part of the mine where the surface caved into the workings ? Yes, about 
Pepper Town, where the high coal was. That can be seen every day in passing.
347. Only iu Pepper Town? And some down in Bobinson’s ground.
348. In the rise workings of the dip roads, has any surface fallen there ? I have never seen any suface 
fallen in anywhere down the dip workings, with the exception of the late big fall, and another little one 
alongside of it.
349. What distance away was that other—the little fall 1 It may be 60 or 80 yards away from the other.
350. What came down there ? Clay came down there.
351. Did no sand come down ? No, not when it came down then. It choked itself.
352. Did any water come? No. It fell a second time in the evening, and a little sand came then.
353. Was a dam put in? Wo put in stoppings before it ran a second time.
354. Was there a dam or barricade across the heading where this last accident took place. Yes, there were 
two or three there.
355. Do you know tho reason why these dams were put in ? They were not dams ; they were stoppings 
built of timber.
356. They were barricades, then ? Yes, with sleepers 4 feet thick.
357. Why did you put in such strong barricades ? Well, wre were working close to the crop, and if we did
not fill the place up something might run from the crop, and we did not want it to come on to the
roads. . ’
358. Did it "occur to you that there was any danger in working up towards the crop in that situation ? 
No, or else I should not have gone there so often by myself, and through the old workings, and everywhere, 
alone.
359. You say you reduced the width of the bords when you reached the crop? Yes ; to 6 yards and 4 
yards.
360. Do you know the plan ? No, I do not know the plan.
361. You are aware that a long line of crop has been followed to where the fall took place—that a half
mile of crop coal has been worked ? Yes.
362. Is it worked into the surface ? Not quite.
363. And all along that crop you say the bords are only 4 to 6 yards wide? Yes, where they say the water 
has broken down they were 4 and 6 yards, and all back to the left the herds were 6 yards.
364. As you approached the crop, was the roof tender ? Yes, it was rather tender.
365. Did you lose the roof—that is the conglomerate roof, in any portions ? Well, it is very seldom you
see conglomerate there. »
366. What intervenes between the conglomerate and the coal? I cannot toll you what thickness.
367. But what does it consist of? It is a sort of shale—a hard roof.
368. And does it become tender towards the roof ? Yes.
369. Is it difficult to keep up ? No. _
370. Did you use extra timber? We used double timber in all the places where we were working 6-yard 
bords.
371. What distance apart were the sets ? Two feet apart.
372. Then you have been very careful in timbering these workings ? Yes, very careful indeed.

Mr. 325. 
Joseph Powell 326

329.

373.
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373. Did tliis extreme care in timbering foreshadow danger ? No. So far as I could see the only reason for Mr. Joseph
doing it was because wo were nearing the crop. Powell.
374. Were you aware that a large portion of these workings was covered by spring tides 1 I was aware /T7—" '
that the spring tides covered a portion of the workings. " 31 ^
3(5. You were aware that the bords as they proceeded upwards reached the crop, and that the clay was 
covered at spring tides by salt water 1 Yes. ■ '
37G, And you say you did not apprehend danger? No ; I did not apprehend danger.
377. But you took cure to double Limber the bords ? Yes.
378. If you considered there was no danger, why double timber the bords? Well, in those bords there 
used to be G inches of soft roof under the hard, and if we did not well timber it the soft would keep on 
falling on the horses and men.
.j79. Why not cut down the 6 inches and get the hard roof? .The men have done it in some places, and 
would not put up timber. '
380. Do you know some small collieries to the west of Ferndale? Yes.
381. Are tho workings of these collieries connected with Ferndale? "Wylie’s and Vivian’s are.
382. Are they filled with sea-water now? They are filled with water.
383. To the south of the drawing-shaft in No. 2 heading, some of the coal has been worked from under the
Maitland Boad from Ferndale? So far as I know, yes. '
384. Do you know all these bords to the right of No, 2 heading? I only worked in one of them.
385. Do you know if the coal was worked from under the creek ? Not that I am aware of.
386. Do you know the character of the roof above these bords ? I do not; I did not sink the shaft. I 
know that there was coal left where I was working,
387. Why was that ? I cannot tell you.
388. Did it ever come down ? No ; there were tops above that.
389. Were the bords in that direction 8 yards wide ? I believe they were 8 yards, but some were G 
yards. . I never worked under the Maitland Boad.
390. Then did the herd you were working in stop when it reached the boundary, or did it go further ? It 
stopped, so far as I am aware.
391. Were any pillars taken out in this neighbourhood ? Not that I am aware of.
392. Do you know Green’s colliery, on the other side of the creek ? Yes.
393. Do you know the depth of that colliery? No.
394. Do you know the cover of the roof ? No.
395. _Do you know whether Green's colliery is worked with the usual width of bords? No - I never
inquired. 1
39G. Then you repeat that in the rise workings of the dip roads the deposits did not break into the work
ings 1 They have not, so far as I know, since 1 have been overman.
397. And you did not consider the crop workings were a source of danger ? I did not.
39S. Were you aware that the workings of No. 8 heading were under the swamps? Yes.
399. And were covered by tidal waters? Yes, at spring tides.
400. And that the rise workings in that heading had cut the crop? Yes.
401. What did you get in the face? It was a sort of clay and sandstone mixed.
402. And knowing that you were under swamps that were covered by high tides, von still say that you did
not consider these workings unsafe ? I did not think they were unsafe. “
403. And that, considering it safe, you took the precaution to put double barricades in that heading' and 
double strapped, at great expense, to strengthen the dip bords ? Yes.
404. Why did you drive those crop headings and bords so narrow—what was the reason ? In order to keep 
the roof up, as it was such a tender roof, and so near tho top.
405. You say that 50 or 00 yards to the west of where this fall took place, a fall had taken place before?
Yes. ' 1
406. And that you stopped it during the day, and it came down during the night again ? Yes.
407. What came down ? Clay came down first, and the second time sand. '
408. How did you notice that fall—it was in a part of the disused workings? It was in a headiim whore
it came and crushed a pillar. We had put a hole in the top, and cut through to the other end, and were 
putting up timber, and when it came we had to stop. We then put a good stopping in, and filled up the 
place. ^
409. To the right of No. 8 heading—that is, where the last fail took place—did the crop suddenly swerve
round and come down the walls ? No : wc did not cut the crop the last two bords. We had the crop in 
one. 1
410. The one immediately below is marked stopped also ? We were coming near to the crop, and thought it
was well to keep away from it. °
411. Then I am right in saying that the crop did swerve round? Yes. it did swerve.
412. To the south ? Yea
413. Were these places secured with extra timber? Yes. '
414. Was No. 3 bord working when the disaster occurred ? Yes.
415. Was much water coming out of the face of these bords—Nos. 1, 2, and 3 ? No : none at all.
41G. Was the roof in No. 3 bord a good roof? Yes,
417. Was this bord also approaching the surface? It would reach tlie surface after going a considerable
distance. "
418. Mho worked in No, 3 bord? Ihc two Williams brothers—Charles Williams and William Williams. ■ 1
419. And who worked in the others? In the next bord to them (No. 4) there were four workin"_two iu
each shift. There were Cornelius Petei-s and William .Johns, and Morgan and Thomas Cummings. .
420. And the fifth boixl, who worked in it ? James Murray and George Spencer; that was the'next bord ■ '
to Jenkins’.
421. What object had you in carrying No. 4 bord on with four men? Because it was behind the other 
bords, and the object was to bring it in, so as to get through right.
422. Then tlie condition of tlie working in Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 bords raised no doubts in vour mind as to
tbo safety of tlie men? None.whatever, sir. "
423. Were you aware of the depth of these bords from the surface ; No, J was not.

071—B 424.
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Mr. Joseph 424. But you were aware they were under the swamps 1 Yes.
Powell. 425, And still, with that knowledge, you had no fear for the safety of the workings 1 No, I had not.

426. Did any of the men know that they were working under the swamp i I believe some of them did 
31 May, 188 . ]-now_ They had all the same chance as myself.

427. Have you ever heard them discuss the matter'! No; I never heard any discussion. I have lieard a 
passing remark that we were working underneath the swamp.
428. Why was that remark passed! I cannot tell you.
429. Did the men appoint Check Inspectors 1 They did,
430. Did they know the position of the workings! Yes, they all knew.
431. Did they regularly inspect the colliery workings! Yes; I know they did.
432. Did they ever report unfavourably of these workings! No ; not to me.
433. When did they last inspect and report! I cannot tell you that now, but it is some time since.
434. How long before the accident 1 A considerable time before the accident. The Inspectors’ book may 
tell you ; they alwajrs come to the office, and give the book in there.
435. On what date did the accident take place! I believe on the 18th March. I was in Sydney at the time.
436. When were you apprised of the accident! The same evening, about 6 o’clock.
437. Then you can state nothing about the accident of your own knowledge! Nothing at all.
438. Mr. Ndhoiv ] You speak of tlie soft nature of the roof under the conglomerate. If a fall of this soft 
roof took place, would it not carry the timber away ! Yes, the timber would fall down, certainly.
439. Mr. Jones.] You say that when the first fall took place it considerably crushed one of the pillars! 
That was in the far end where we cut this clay ; we followed it to see what it was. Behind that, about 15 
yards or so, there was a splendid bit of coal making in, and as we went in the clay started to come upon us.
440. Did the probability of water coming in never occur to your mind ? No, it did not.
441. You say that the men in some cases neglected or refused to put up double timber! Very often we 
could not get the men to do it back of the present workings.
442. Why ! Because it was too much work.
443. But you were prepared to pay them ! Oh, yes. Tlie double timber was'put in the crop workings ; but 
away back the miners would not do it because they had to get the timber.
444. Mr. Davies.] Was it only in places coming to the crop you say that double timber was put in ! No ; 
iu several parts of the pit, and where the roof looked bad it was double timbered in tlie roads; sometimes 
posts and bars in both ribs.
445. Would you have us believe that these posts and bars were put in to keep up G inches of roof! The 
men would do it themselves; they would not pull the soft down. In No. 3 bord there was air coming down, 
and I said you had better put up timber.
446. Was it generally known to the men that a fall had taken place previous to the last one which flooded 
the mine! Yes ; they could see it on top also.

Note.—The little fall referred to is marked on the plan “ J.”
447. President-.] And that little fall appeared on the surface ! Yes.
448. Mr. Thomas.] Did the tide cover that portion! Yes.
449. Mr. Gurley.] Was this a cut-through that came in your heading that you have spoken of at the little 
fall! It was a cut-through in the clay. We had the bords marked off, and were going to use this as an 
air-way.
450. Knowing that you were so near the crop, did it not occur to you that to put an air-current through 
your cut-through was a source of danger! No, not when we were driving through 4-yard pillars ; it was a 
narrow place just to convey the air alone.
451. Can you tell us who drove this cut-through in tlie heading! I would not be sure whether it was a 
man named Brown, and Abrahams, or Pickavance and Miller.
452. Were not miners working with you when forming this barricade, and saw the fall-in! Yes.
453. Who were the men ! Joseph Jackerman was one I took there to barricade the place up.
454. Was he the only one who was along with you! I cannot be sure whether Richard Cotterill was there.
Yes, I remember now, there was Jolm Williams ; he put one up. He is now in Queensland. I had Wil
liams and William Davies putting up another one.
455. Mr. Thomas.] Did you ever hear any of the men complain as to danger in working at Ferndale! No, 
never.
456. President.] How long ago is it since this little fall took place? I should think it was about fifteen months.
457. And it appeared on the surface! Yes. '
458. And the water is lying in a hollow there caused by tbo fall ? Yes,
459. Mr. Jones.] About what area was the little fall on the surface ? I cannot say, as it is covered with
water; but I should say it is not bigger than this room.
460. Mr. Curley.] Did ever a consultation take place between tlie manager, yourself, and the deputy as to
tlie probability of danger in these workings? Not that I can remember.
461. Mr. Usher.] Have you had any experience in other mining-fields? 
underground.
462. Have you been on the gold-fields? Yes, in Victoria.

The witness withdrew,

I have been twenty-three years

John Powell, junr., sworn and examined —
Mr. _ 463. President.] What is your occupation? I am a wheeler.

J.Powell,jun. 4154, Are we to understand you are the son of the manager? Yes.
How long have you been employed at Ferndale as a wheeler! About three years. 

a^’ ' 466. In what districts of the colliery have you worked? Down in the lower part, No. S, where tlie water
came in.
467. Have you only worked in No. 8 workings? That is all, sir.
468. Were the workings in this district wet ? Yes.
469. Where did tho water come from ? It came away from the soft coal.
470. Did it come out of the roof or the floor f It came out of the bottom.
47Oh. Was the water salt? Yes; in No. 8 it was salt.

471.
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471. Did it ever occur to you that that salt water had any connection with the sea? No, sir, it did not. 1?r'
472. You never thought of that? No, . J.Powell,juti.
473. Have you been up iu the north workings towards the fall? Yes; I was there when the water came in. 31 jJa 1886
474. Have you been in any of the bords in that district that reached the surface crop? No. ' ’ ’
475. I mean where the. coal runs into the surface ? No, I have not noticed that; I was back of this 
heading at that time,
476. Have you observed any falls of the roof-rock in this district ? Yes, a few; it fell up to the conglomerate,
no surface coming down. ’
477. Have you ever heard of any surface coming down in any falls? No.
478. Was the roof tender towards the rise in No. 8? No, it was not. il
470. Was there not an extra quantity of timber required! Yes, there was plenty of timber.
480. Wbat was the reason of this extra quantity of timber being used? I do not know.
481. Do you know the spot where the accident took place? I do not.
482. At any time, have you heard the men conversing about tho condition of the roof towards the position 
of tlie fall? No, I have not.
483. Where were you when tlie accident occurred ? I was in William Owen’s bord.
484. What bord was that ? Just below Jenkins’.
485. Do you know the plan ? No.
486. On what date did tliis accident occur ? On tho 18th of the month (March).
487. How were you apprised of the accident ? I was in William Owen’s bord, and was coming out to see 
where my driver was, and when I got to his bord I could see the water coming. I went up to the mouth 
of Jenkins’ bord, and sang out that there was some water coining in.
488. Did you know where the water came from ? No.
489. When you saw the water running at tlie face of William Owen’s bord, did you suspect that something 
materially wrong had taken place ? I cannot tell you what I thought then. I knew there was water from 
somewhere, and it was up to my knees.
490. Was it rushing past with a force? Down lower it was. I sang out to Jenkins, “Come out.” My 
driver replied ; he was in the bord at the time. His skip was ready, and he sang out for me to give him a 
lift. I said “ No.” I was going to see where the water was coming from, and I went down to the other 
workings.
491. How many men did you warn? There was Owen, and Wilkinson, and Abrahams, and Stanford, and 
Williams ; that was a double bord—four men in that bord.
492. Well? And there was Chas. Woollett.
493. Then you warned these men of their danger? Yes, and they followed me.
494. And you made your escape ? Yes.
495. How ? Well, I escaped pretty rough. I came on tho top of the pit-water coming out towards my 
flat. It was coming down to the main heading then.
496. How far from Jenkins’ bord was your flat? I cannot exactly tell you.
497. Who warned the workmen in the lower bords ? My brother.
498. His name ? David Powell,
499. What was his occupation? He was foreman over the wheelers.
500. And by the time you got down to Charles Woollett’s bord you felt the water rise—what depth was it 
then? About 34 feet.
501. Was it running with considerable force ? Yes; it knocked me down six times, and Charles Woollett 
pulled me out by the hair of my head.
502. How did you get out of the stream of the water eventually ? He pulled me on to dry land, and I 
then ran as fast as I could till I got on high ground coming up to the pit
503. Did the men in these bords whom you warned escape in the same way ? Yes, they followed me.
504. Is that all you can say about this accident 1 Yes.
505. Were you down in the pit again after that? No, I was not.
506. Jfr. .Times.] Were these bords driven wide on that side? No ; 6-yard bords; but I’m not quite sure.
507. Jfr. Stvinbum.] How long was it after the fall took place when you were up to your waist in water ?
About five minutes.
508. Mr. Davies.] You state that you warned several men when the water was up to your knees—did you 
think there was something dangerous then ? I have answered that I cannot toll.

The witness withdrew. ’

John Smith sworn and examined :—
509. President.] Your occupation, Mr. Smith ? Deputy at tho Ferndale Colliery.
510. Before being appointed as Deputy at Ferndale Colliery, what occupation did you follow ? That of a 
coal-miner.
511. In what part? At Waratah.
512. At any other place ? I was at tho A.A. Company, but no other place in this Colony.
513. In what other country have you been engaged in mining?' In South Wales.
514. How long have you been Deputy at Ferndale? About nine years.
515. As Deputy, what were your duties? My duties were to do what was required on the roads, and to see 
that the roads were safe for men and horses.
516. You bad charge over the men? Yes.
517. You have been in the workings to the west of the winding-shaft? Yes.
518. That is, to the south of No. 2 heading, as it is called ? Yes.
519. And also in the body of workings to tlie north ? Yes; I have been all through the colliery—used to 
travel it every morning.
520. What rule did you follow as to width of bords ? The general rule was 8 yards, and 4-yard pillars.
521. And were the pillars left of the same thickness, irrespective of tho depth of the overlying strata? 
Yes ; we followed the general rule of the district.
522. Did you ever reduce the width of the bords? Yes, where required.
523. What would induce you to reduce the width of the bords? Well, the softness of the roof sometimes
caused it to be done. 524.

Mr, J. Smith. 
31M^188C.
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•Mr. J, Smith, 524. You reduced the bords in consequence of close proximity to the surface i Yes. _
525. When the shaft was sunk, was there any solid strata above the coal 1 Yres, about 12 feet down it was

■31 May, 1886. c]ay an(q stone.
526. Do you consider that solid strata 1 "Well, it was good enough to stand.
527. But I mean solid rock 1 No, there was not.
528. Then you had sand for 12 feet, and broken clay and stone down to the coal l Y es,
529. What depth is the shaft ? 50 feet. ' . . , .
530. At the west workings, is there any solid rock above the coal? Yes, there was solid rock there from

t one end to the other. It was very thick from the surface to the coal there. The hill was nil rock nearly.
531. Have you observed any falls of the surface into your workings to the west? It is all falls together.
532. Did any quantity of sand run into your workings ? No. , ,
533. Consider for a moment. Did not a considerable quantity of sand run in from a fall close to the shall < 
Yes, a little sand did run in, but not to cause any danger to the workings.
534. -How did you stop it 'I We stopped it with timber.
535. Did any water come with it? Yes, there was a quantity of water. ,, ^ ^, j
536. Did any sand and water get into your workings in any other part of this western district? Not to
mv knowledge. There were falls, hut not to interfere with anybody. _
53'?. Did any water come down ? No, not to hurt us ; it choked itself before it could do any hann.^
538. When did the fall take place you have referred to, when a good deal of sand and water came into the
workings ? I cannot remember the time exactly.
539. Did this fall take place in an 8-yard place ? Y'es.
540. Did that not raise suspicions in your mind as to the danger of 8-yard bords? Y e did not know the
sand was so near.
541. If there were no solid strata at the shaft, what guarantee had you that there would be solid strata to
the rise ? There were no 8-yard bords on tlie flat. _
542. Do you say this fall took place whore 8-yard bords were being driven ? Yes, but that was years ago. 
543 I do not care when it was : it was in an 8-yard bord, and now you say there were no 8-yard bonis? 
Not in that part. In one. place there was. We did not know anything about this fall until it had
happened. .
544. Then this caused you to alter your system of working? Yes. _ _
545. When did this occur? I cannot tell yon the date ; it was about five or six years ago.
546. Have you ever seen any other parts of the mine where the surface caved-iu to the workings ? 1 have
seen caves-in, but not to tho surface. , , , , ,
547. In the abandoned parts, did they take place? Yes ; they would not take place when wo were at Work.
548. Do you know the various small collieries to the west of Ferndale? ^ Yres.

Are the workings of these collieries connected with Ferndale ? Yes.
Do you know the cover of the roof in them ? No. ...
Or where they ure worked ? I know nothing about it ; 1 never inquneu.kjv wiiert; mey *ue «ui*t;u y j- *■» — ? , 1 , i .1 ■ ■ 1
In the din workings from No. 2 heading, east of the roll, was the coal worked on tlie same principle— 

- - - ............... Yes ; we worked 8-yard bords when the roof was solid, or

556.
557.
558.
559.

Y’es.

drk

'549.
550.
551.
052. ............... r -------- o- - - . -
that is 8-yard bords, and leaving 4-yard pillars? 
when wm expected it to be solid.
553. And working these bords to the north, you came to the crop of the surface. When did you stop—dirt
you stop when the roof became tender or when the clay came down before the coal ? As we approached the 
crop the width of the bords was reduced to 6 yards. .
554. Did the surface deposits come down or. some of you ? We did not go that far.
— Then when did you stop? When the coal became soft and was not tit to be sent to market.

Then, as you approached the crop, do I understand you to say that the roof altered in character ?
And became soft and rotten ? Yres. r
Did you see a tendency in the roof to fall in this treacherous jxirt? Yes.

____ Did it give off any water? Nothing to speak of any more than other bords. It was generally
round the crops than where the roof was solid. _
560. Did you use a greater quantity of timber when approaching the crop ? Y es.
561. Why did you do so ? To protect the workings. ^
562. Did you consider the workings in this colliery safe? Y'es. _
563. Did any of the men converse with you at any time regarding these crop-workings? No, not to

564. Have anv of them ever expressed doubts as to the wisdom or safety of following the coal so close to
the crop? I never heard them. _
565. Have any heavy falls taken place close to these crop-workings ? No.
566. None at all ? None.
567. Are you perfectly certain ? Well, there may have been a hundred yards away.
568. Then no falls have taken place nearer than 100 yards? No, not to any extent, 
about 40 yards back, but this did no harm.
569. What came down at this fall ? Conglomerate and blue stone, or shale.
570. Do you know the character and thickness of the surface deposits along the crop?
571. Did it ever occur to you that this knowledge would be useful? No; I never

my

There was a fall

No ; I do not, 
thou ah t it would lie

useful. \
572. Or highly necessary ? No, I am sure I did not. _
573. Did it never occur to you that this knowledge was essential before exposing tins long line oi sirrraee 1
Well. I never thought of having to answer any question about it. . „T „ T T , .
574. Wore you aware that the line of this crop extended under the tidal swamp? \\ ell, I knew a part oi-
it did ; hut was not aware that it extended any distance. . , ^ 0 T
575. Well, knowing this, did it not cause you to ponder on the wisdom of proceeding in that direction ? I
always exercised care for the safety of the men. . _ j u 4.
576. Knowing that you were exposing yard after yard of this surface, and that it was covered by water at 
spring tide, did you never entertain serious doubts as to the wisdom of these operations ? Well, I did not 
know that we had gone so far up until the day of the accident.
577. I understood you to say that you were aware that these workings were under the tidal swamp ? I

‘ ' knew
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knew that we -were under a part of it, but not half as much as we really were. My business was below. Mr. J. Smith. 
5v8. In the light of subsequent events, do you not tliink that tlie mode of working was rather reckless?
No, I cannot say I do. There is conglomerated rock in the second bord from where this water came 3* May, 1886. 
through; and when I see conglomerated rock I am not frightened of anything.
579. Looking at the plan, there is no doubt that the face of the heading went into the clay? Yes.
580. Very well; did you think that this mode of working was safe? It was a narrow heading.
581. No doubt; hut it went into the clay, and only a few bords were under the conglomerate ; did not that 
increase the danger. Bid it not raise doubts in your mind as to the wisdom of your proceeding? No.
5S2. Tlie plan clearly shows that about 40 yards hack in that heading from the position where you cut the 
clay you broke off Nos. 1 and 2 herds, which were stopped, and these herds had also reached the surface ; 
still you say that it was not a warning to you ? No : we thought this was as safe as could be.
583. Was the water salt that you pumped from the mine? Yes.
584. Where did you think it came from? From tlie sea.
585. Bid not this circumstance cause you to reflect on your position, and consider the advisability of taking 
precautions? No, because the water eame down from the solid rock.
586. The points J, F, 1C, on the plan, are to tlie extreme north-east, and mark the position of narrow 
headings ; these narrow headings are in advance of two bords which are driven up to the surface. Why 
were these headings driven narrow? Because the roof was soft.
587. Was the roof good about 50 yards'back, where they were started 1 Yes, it was good there.
58S. Bid a fall take place at letter J a short time before the disaster ? It was nine months before.
589. How was tliis fall discovered, seeing that it was in an abandoned part of tho workings? Well, we had 
not got tho rails up.
590. What did that fall consist of ? Of clay, sand, and shells.
591. How was it stopped ? It stopped itself,
592. Bid not that circumstance raise doubts in your mind as to the security of these workings? It did not,
I had no fear whatever.
593. Bid that fall show itself on the surface ? Yes.
594. You stated a few minutes ago that'you were not aware that the site of this disaster was so far under 
the tidal water ? Yes,
595. Bo you adhere to that statement? Certainly. .
596. Then you say that the fall which took place at J appeared on the surface? I was told so; I never 
saw it.
597. But you were informed of the position that it occupied ? Not particularly.
598. 5\ ere you not aware that that fall caused a considerable cavc-in on the surface—that water continually
lay there, and that it was used as a swimming-pond for the hoys? I never heard that.
599. Bid this fall let water into the mine ? Nothing more than before. It was as dry as this room all
along tlie top of tlie workings.
600. Would you look at the plan again (pointing to E). These two upper bords, Nos. 1 and 2, were 
stopped? Yes,
601. Why were they stopped ? Because the coal was not fit for market.
602. Bid you prove the surface in those bords ? No; I told you that the coal was not lit for market.
603. But they are marked on the plan “ crop.''' Boes not that signify that they have reached the crop ?
Yes, I suppose so. "
604. Was the roof good here? No ; it was soft.
605. Had these bords all the appearance of approaching the crop? Yes.
006. Were they secured with double timber? Yes: they were doubly secured.
607. Was No. 3 bord working when the disaster occurred? Yes; and No. 4 and No. 5 also.
608. Who worked in No. 3 bord ? Williams.
609. Was the roof in that bord good ? Yes, pretty good.
610. Was that bord also in your opinion approaching the crop? Yes ; that is, it would have to go about 
60 yards further.
611. Were these bords wet ? No ; there was a little water naturally, but the roof was quite dry.
612. And the condition of No. 3 bord raised no doubt as to the safety of the working? No; we always 
put a stopping up where the soft coal appeared, iu case of accident.

'613. But if you were absolutely sure there was no danger, why put yourself to the trouble of barricading?
For the sake of assurance. "
614. In that ease, would it not have been well to have thick solid pillars in going near tho crop ? That is my 
superior’s business
615. Were you aware of the depth of the surface above these bords? No ; I was not.
616. But you were aware they were under the tidal swamps? Yes, in places, but I did not know much 
about it.
617. Are you aware whether any of the men knew the position of these bords? No.
618. Bid you ever hear them discuss tlie subject? No.
619. Bid the men appoint Check Inspectors? Yes.
620. How often did they inspect the colliery ? Once a month generally.
621. Bo you know whether they ever reported unfavourably of the rise workings? No, Ido not.
622. Before the accident, when did they last inspect the workings, and report thereon—approximately? I 
cannot say. I think it was about a fortnight or three weeks before the accident occurred.
623. And so far as you know, tlie Check Inspectors made no complaint about these rise workings? Not to 
iny knowledge.
624. Then the accident, wc have lieard, took place on the 18th of March : about wbat time in the morning?
It was about a quarter or ten minutes to 8 o'clock. I had visited the places twice that morning, I went 
round first thing that morning and saw no danger anywhere.
625. Were you on the look-out for danger? I had to go round to see that all was right in the usual course.
That is a part of my duty. If in my rounds J. saw anything that appeared dangerous 1 had to secure it. I 
was not stinted for men. Was in Jenkins’s bord ten minutes before the accident happened. He was in No.
6 bord. 1 was up towards the back. When I saw the men coming out ahead of me, they having taken a

near

I
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Mr. J. Smith. nt;gr |0 (,ho rise of the dip o'oads, I asked them what was wrong, and remonstrated with them for 
running away.

J> 626. Did you then return 1 Yes ; I took five or six men with me and returned the same way that they had 
come as far as we could get, but the water stopped us.
627. Where did you meet the water? At JsTo. 8 heading. (Explanation dictated by the President.)

The -witness went with several men to a point on the special heading, marked “ 2,” and seeing tlie water 
and finding that he could do no good, returned up to the pit. f

628. When did you go again 1 I went three times to the water along with tlie men. The manager was 
down in the other direction.
629. Where had the water accumulated at this time? It was on the flat, and some of the workings had

filled up. . , i
630. Just behind the face there was a barricade put up—was that swept away ? lies. _
631. Do you know the object the management had in erecting that barricade? It was put up in case any
accident should occur. -j t r
632. Did vou apprehend any danger at ail ? Xo; we never dreamt of the likelihood or an accident, or 1
would not have been there myself.
633. Then it was just a precautionary measure? Yes. ^ ,
63-1. What size was the hole when you first saw it? It was a large hole; yon could see the daylight, 
men wore pulled up to the surface. That was the third time I was there. ^
635. On tho former occasion when you were there, did you see Hargraves? Ao ; I shouted, but could not
make anyone hear, _
636. Who was the man lost through this accident! John Jenkins.
637. Was he warned of the accident? I cannot say. The lads told mo they had shouted for him, and that
he replied that he would come as quickly as he could.
638. Have you any idea how he was lost? I should think he was making to go out when the water camo

639 What depth was tlie rush of water, do you know? I cannot tell. It was after tlie tide had fallen 
that we went there again. When I got to the top end of his bord it was completely closed up from the 
surface and full of mangroves. It looked as if this might have been worked a hundred years ago.
640. Mr. Thomas.} In the neighbourhood of where tliis fall took place, what was the nature ot the root t

6415 Did you consider that a sufficient protection—that you could work there with safety ? Yes.
649. jiff ifurlei/.l When you were erecting these barricades, the manager would be there, I suppose. \\ as 
there no conversation between you to the effect that danger might be apprehended ahead of you ? Ho j as 
1 have said before, we did not think so. The barricade was put up by way of general precaution.
643. You erected these barricades, and yet you mean to tell us that neither you nor tbo manager appre
hended any danger, or had the slightest thought of il ? ACS. £ 11 1 1 1 J , ♦nlrn,,
644 With the knowledge that the water had come over the surface, and that a fall had already taken place, 
did you in your po.dtion as deputy, point out to the manager that danger might be apprehended m connec
tion with these workings ? Ho ; I did not see any danger to point out
645. Mr. Davies.] You say that a portion of the coal was unmarketable—was it red or greasy? It was

646. Is not that an indication of the coal being near the surface ? Yes ; but it was quite dry there.
647. Mr, Swvnbnm.] In the conglomerate rock 200 yards back from the face of the old workings f Yes,
648. That is the rising ground ? Yes. ^
649. Can you see the ledge of the rock there ? Yes. x t . . .. , - o ir^ ,
650. And beyond that, do you think it still carries out the conglomerate to the face of the workings ? Very

65IS1Dkl it ever occur to you that that would be a “ wash-out ” ground ? Yes. Ho doubt when the coal 
gets washed out and unmarketable it is an indication that the roof gets soft; but that is 100 yards back.
652. What was the width of Hargraves’ bord ? Six yards.
653. How often did you measure the bords? About twice a week.

654. How far was the water up from the face when this fall took place? Between the two cut-throughs,

G55U Vsuppose you'fbd not tak^much time to examine the rock that came down ? Well, I did take notice; 
it was as good a roof as any we have worked under, and better than one-half of the places m the pit
656. Mr. Usher.] How thick was it? About 40_feet, with fine facings going up through it. That was
where the water came down. I had daylight for it, and could see. , , . ,
657. Mr. Jones.] Yon state, Mr. Smith, that the greater part of this water m the 1 erndale Colliery came
from where you had the best roof ? Acs.
658 Did the water come from the bottom or the top ? iromthetop.
659^ You say you had power to put in barricades where you thought necessary ? les,
660! What were they chiefly composed of? Timber.
661. What was the special object of putting them in ? To be prepared for any accident that might occur.
662 Were they supposed to be sufficient to keep back the water ? We thought so.
663! Did there appear to be much “crush ” upon the pillars near the scene of the accident? Ho, nothing

Had the pillars given at all ? Hothing more than usual. Pillars will give m a new pit or

G6501 What do you call “ usual” ? Well, peeling of the sides is a common occurrence in every

666.°'Mr. Daffies.] Have you had any conversation with anyone as to the evidence you were to give here 

to-day ? Ho.
The witness withdrew.

TUESDAY,
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present:

J, R. M. ROBERTSON, Esq., President.

Me. USHER,
Me. THOMAS, 
Mb. NEILSON, 
Me. TURNBULL,

Me. SWINBURN, 
Me. CURLEY, 
Me. JONES,
Me. DAVIES,

Me. DURIE.

Mr. J. 
Mackenzie, 

F.G.S.

1 June, 1886.

Jolm Mackenzie, E.Gr.S., Examiner of Coal-fields, sworn and examined:—
667, President,'] In your official capacity, Mr. Mackenzie, have you frequently examined the Eern- 
dale Colliery ? Yes ; I hare been there rather more frequently than other places, on account of tlie roads 
and other matters.
GC8. What herds have you principally examined ? Well, I have been down as far as the water-pit and 
other places.
669. Have you inspected the workings under the Maitland Road, off No. 2 heading ? Yes.
670. Do these worldngs extend further west than tho Maitland Road? I think they do extend a little 
further,
671. Do you know whether they are worked up to Tighe’s Creek ? I never was there. "When 1 went in 
that direction they were full of water, but I think they were just at the boundary of Tigbc’s Creeh, How
ever, there is a plan showing this.
671| Across Tighe’s Creek, from the position you have been pointing to, there is a small collieiy K wi. 
as “ Brougball and Griffiths’’? Yes.
672., What depth is that colliery ? Well, I forget, but I think about 30 or 40 feet.
673. Do you know whether the coal in that pit has any solid strata above it ? It has very little.
674. Do you know whether the coal-seam in that colliery dips to the creek ? Yes, it does.
675.. Do you consider there is any danger of tho colliery being inundated from Eerndale? Yes, w. 
considered there was danger, and the Inspector gave them notice to that effect.
676. When was this notice given ? Just after the flooding of Eerndale. We thought tho water might 
break through there.
677. Could you supply the Commission with a section of Griffiths’s pit? They are not compelled to scud 
in a section under the Act, and I have not got one.
678. Have you a record of the workings of that colliery ? Yes.
679. Can you produce that? Yes; also the notice served on Mr. Garrick, solicitor to Messrs. Brougball 
and Griffiths, and correspondence with the Attorney-General, whose opinion was sought as to what 
should be considered dangerous.
680. Will you lodge all these papers with your evidence ? Yes.
681. You are aware that a number of small collieries have been drowned out from Eerndale? Yes.
682. Do you know Robinson’s colliery ? Yes,
683. Do you know whether that colliery worked the coal under the Maitland Road? Yes, they did ; but 
the colliery was not always worked by the same proprietors.
684. Do you know whether the workings from that colliery extend towards the creek ? These are tlie 
workings (witness points to the tracing),
685. The workings of this colliery aud those of Eerndale have become connected? Yes.
686. And going towards the creek ? Yes.
687. Then you are still of tho same opinion that you do not consider Griffiths’s colliery at the present 
moment safe ? I think so myself. I think there is danger.
688. Is the ground round Griffiths’s colliery covered with flood-waters ? I have not seen it myself; some 
of it doubtless will be, but I caunot speak from my own knowledge.
GS9. Mr. Davies.] Does Tigbe s Creek overflow its banks at high tide ? I really do not know myself; 
as far as I am concerned,! have not seen it.
690. President] Have you examined the workings of Eerndale to the dip of the engine-piano —a 
body of workings in a line going towards (he east ? No; I have not been in there.
691. Are you aware that the rise bords have in some places been driven up towards the surface deposits ? 
No, I am not.
692. Have you seen a plan of the colliery ? Yes, this is tho plan.
693. Looking at the plan, can you say whether that is so; in other words, were you aware that the 
Eerndale workings were advancing under the tidal swamps of Throsby’s Creek? Yes.
694. Did Inspector Dixon himself not report to you on the subject? Inspector Dixon reports tome 
every two months in respect to this and other collieries, but he has never made any special reference to 
these workings in any way.
695. Still you were aware that the workings were advancing under the tidal swamps ? Yes.
696. Did the knowledge of this raise any suspicion of danger in your mind? No.
697. You knew the uncertain and erratic character of the surface deposits ? I know the roof of that coal 
is very irregular.
698. And you knew the position of the swamps, and that these consisted of uncertain thicknesses of mud
and sand ? I know a portion of the swamp is, hut I may say this, that there is 40 feet of rock at the point 
you mention. ‘
699. "We know that from subsequent events ? Wo never supposed but that there was rock there.
700. Have these surface deposits filled up hollows and gullies in tho underlying: rock ? I cannot say ; I 
have never seen it.
701. Then you do not know from experience whether that is the case? Ido not know whether there 
are any hollows there.
702. Going from the known to the unknown, and from a full knowledge that the rock was covered by 
swamps, would it be reasonable to suppose that the same fissures exist under the swamps that are seen 
where the rock is uncovered ? Fissures are cleavages formed by the contraction of the rock at the time 
of its formation.

703
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-Mr. 703. "Well, whatever your experience ns to hollows aud gullies may he, it is quite evident that such exist 
’n -Newcastle District; is it therefore reasonable to suppose that the same exist under these swamps ?

■ ' '' There would doubtless be a certain undulation. i
1/Jiine 1886 Is there a considerable amount of uncertainty as to the depths of the deposits—the surface or 

■ ’ ' swamp deposits? The borings have proved it here.
Note (President).—By here, Mr. Mackenzie refers to the bore in front of point E on the plan.

705. Do you consider there was any danger attending the carrying out of these workings under the
tidal swamps ? There is danger in all places of that kind. ^ _
706. Do you consider that any special provisions are required to insure the safety of a mine the workings 
of which are covered by tidal swamps ? AVell, I really do not know in what way it is to be done.
707. In the meantime, it is a general question, and demands a general answer. Therefore, in a general 
way, do you consider that any provisions of the kind are required ? There are no pro visions at all in the Act. 
70S. We know that; but as to special provisions, with an eye to the future? Well. 1 do not know 
what special provisions could he made ; it would be taking it out of the hands of the colliery owners.
709. Considering the liability of these surface or fluviatile deposits to vary in depths hy following anv
inequalities of the rocky floor, is there any provision you would desire to suggest for the protection of 
life and property? I think the Grovermncnt might suggest this connection, that certain things ought to 
ho done, and then it would remain for the colliery proprietors to carry those suggestions into effect. We 
take the responsibility if we once make special rules, or say, “ Go and do so and so.” _
710. I may say this is In view of future legislation. Mr. Mackenzie? Well, it is a very difficult question,
and comes upon me rather suddenly. It is a very important question. _
711. It is au important question, and because it is so I. have put it- to no other witness ; and I put it to 
you because you are au important witness, and most likely to think over such a question ? 'Well, no, I 
have not thought over it, because I had no idea that it was to be raised.
712. Have you observed the plan of Eerndale Colliery ? Yes,
713. Have you seen that the north-east workings stretch several chains under high-water-mark ? No ; I
have not not iced it. I have not looked at it particularly for anything of that kind. Mr. Dixon reports 
to me regularly. _
7It. Would you look at a narrow drift (K) at the north-cast corner, that has been driven in advance of 
the bords—do you know whether a barricade of strong timber had been put in at the foot of that 
heading ? No; it was never reported to me. ■ ...
715. Do you know whether Nos. 1 and 2 bords had been stopped hy coming in contact with surface

' deposits ? No,
716. Look a little to tho left of X to tlie letter J—do you know whether a heavy fall of clay and sand
occurred at these headings about a year before the late accident ? No; I may say that falls occur in 
many collieries that I am not likely to hear of. _
717. But this was a special fall which formed a pool of salt water in the swamp. Did not the fact that
these workings had reached the elay under high-watcr-mark induce you to make a personal inspection ? 
I was not informed of it. _
718. Then you were not aware that they were working un ler high-water-mark ? No, I was not,
7 L9. What power do you possess to stop the workings of a colliery under conditions that you deem to he 
dangerous? Upon that point the opinion of the Attorney-General has been scut for. The Act says wc 
must find it to be dangerous. Wo cannot anticipate any danger ; we have no power under the existing 
law to stop workings unless we see danger (clause of the Act read, 25 see., page 9). _
720. Had you been informed that at the fall I have alluded to at “ J” on tbe plan, a very large quantity 
of sand and mud and sea-shells had come down and closed up some of the underground workings, and 
that a quantity of sea-water had covered the hollow formed hy the subsidence thus formed on the 
surface, would you have apprehended danger? Well, I should have gone and semi for myself if it had 
broken into the workings.
721. We have evidence that it did break in, and formed a hollow which to the present day is covered up 
at high tide, and has formed a pond or permanent pool which is used hy boys as a swimming-bath ? If I 
had seen that I certainly should have considered it dangerous.
722. Do you consider that such an accident should have been reported to yon? Well, you see, so far as 
the Coal-minijig Bcgulation Act is concerned, colliery proprietors are only compelled in case of actual 
accident to report.
723. Suppose this occurrence had come to your knowledge before tlie late accident, would you have
remonstrated with the management for not reporting such a circumstance to you ? 1 very probably might
have done so, hut I have no authority through the Act to compel them to report it. I. may refer you to 
this, “ Notice of Accident” (clause 2S of the Act), “ Loss of life or serious injury to any person.” '
72J'. If you had seen this state of matters on tlie surface, and knowing that these coal-workings had for 
many chains proved the outcrop of mud and sand along the coal-faces, would you have anticipated 
danger ? Most certainly I should,
725. In which case, what course could you have adopted under the present Act? I could only have 
served them with notice under the 25th section of the Act. We have no power to go further. I. have 
sent for tho Attorney-General’s opinion upon it,
720, Do you consider that coal-mining under these tidal swamps in any way imperils the safety of the 
men? I should say there is danger, yes.
727. Is there special danger? Certainly there is more danger than in other places.
728. Do you know of any other collieries working under similar conditions to Eerndale ? Yes ; there are 
Maryville, Bullock Island, and Stockton. Wc have served all of them with no!ices to keep boring ahead 
of their workings. I may give you a letter I wrote to Mr. Dixon, Inspector of Collieries, on the subject. 
We felt great responsibility, and special letters were sent to all of them.
729. Can you put those letters in ? lies ; 1 can bring them to-morrow. ■
730. Have you a copy of the Check Inspectors’ reports of Eerndale? No ; they will he with the manager.
731. Have you a copy of your Inspectors’ report ? Yes.
732. Have you any records of bores pat down iu the viciniiy of Ferndale ? Yos ; these were given to me 
hy Mr. Fletcher (referring io document in his hand).
733. I am reminded hy Mr. Usher that some sections of surface bores have been published in the Annual
Year Book of the Department—hare you copies of the^e? I expect I have ; 1 will look up everything, 
and bring them with me to-morrow. 73-1
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734'. M.t, Jones!\ Tou state that danger might possibly accrue from working the coal under the tidal Mr. 
waters; would that not suggest to your mind the necessity for some special method being adopted in the 
working of such coal? The question is whether the colliery proprietors or the G-overnment are to
adopt it. ^ June 1886
735. Generally, do you think it necessary ? I think some departure from tho usual mode necessary. ’ '
73(1. Is it not necessary for the Inspectors to supply you witli a tracing of the working plan of each 
colliery periodically ? Tcs, every six months. _
737. If such has been done, would not that show you in your office that the Ferndale Colliery was 
approaching the tidal water ? ]STo ; because the surface is not shown on the plan. They are only com
pelled to give a plan of the workings. In this case, however, it is shown as it happens, hut the only 
places shown here are streets and Throsby’s Creek.
738. So far as you are aware, Mr. Inspector Dixon was never informed by the Company of any previous 
fall on tlie surface ? All I can say is that Mr. Dixon has never reported any danger, and the Miners’
General Secretary has never reported any cither. Mr. Dixon will he able to tell you himself as to that.
739. Mr. U,<ilir,r~\ Do you think it advisable that the coal-owners should be compelled to show boundaries 
and also the topographical features? I think so; there ought to be a plan made of the surface, as well 
as the underground workings.
740. Suppose a row of houses to be erected on any part of tlie estate, do you think they should be added
to the plan ? That is more a matter for the proprietors ; so far as we are concerned the object is to secure 
the safety of the men employed in the mine. However, I certainly think the made roads, and those to 
be travelled over, should bo shown on the plan. _ _ _
741. Mr. Cnrley] I suppose you have often been invited out to Ferndale and its vicinity in consequence 
of the undermining of roads ? Yes.
742. Have you a thorough knowledge of the overlying strata of the Ferndale mine? Well, 1. have not, 
just where the fall lias taken place.
743. If the Inspector had a knowledge of the position of those workings, do you not think it was his 
duty to report the matter to you ? If ho considered there was any danger attached to it, hut there did 
not appear to have been any idea of danger, or I should have been informed of it by some party.
741. Do you think it was within his province to report such a thing and give his attention to it? Hot 
unless he considered it dangerous to the lives of tho men underground.
745. But from what you have ascertained in connection with the accident, the Inspector, to a certain 
extent, must have had a knowledge that there was a source of danger there ? I. cannot say. Mr. Dixon 
will be here to answer for himself in respect to that. I can only say that he did not report that there 
was any danger, and he will be here to tell you himself whether ne considered there was danger or not.
746. Mr. Davies.] Although you are of opinion that there is danger in' working you have no power to do 
anything more? We could not do anything more than we have done.
747. President.] In other words, you have secured yourselves ? Precisely.
748. Mr. Mcilson.] You can issue a summons ? We were going to take proceedings against Maryvale 
at one time, hut the opinion of the Attorney-General was against us.
749. You have reported to the Mines Department as to this ? Yes. _
750. I understood you to say that your attention had not been directed to danger in this colliery either 
by the Manager, the Inspector, the Miners’ Secretary, or the men ? The Inspector reports to me every 
two months, and if he reports that there is no danger I am satisfied. I have a general supervision over 
all the mines, and so long as the Inspector reports to me that the Act has been complied with, then my 
duty ends.
751. You have been frequently out to this colliery, and you state that you never were made aware that
they were working under tidal waters ? Yes. _
752. And you did not think it part of your duty to inquire ? I had no idea that they wore working under 
tidal waters. If I had possessed such an idea I should have thought it my duty to inquire.

Tho witness withdrew, promising to appear on the following morning with documents and plans^

Mr. Inspector Dixon sworn and examined :—
753. President!] You are Inspector of Collieries for the Northern District? I am.
754. How long have you known Ferndale Colliery ? Ever since it has been opened.
755. How long ago is that ? I cannot say how long; hut more particularly since I have been Inspector, 
of course.
756. Is the Ferndale coal-seam an extension of the Waratah coal-seam ; Yes, I think so. _
757. Have you frequently inspected it ? Yes; I have been in Ferndale workings about twenty-nine times.
758. How often did you visit, on an average ? I cannot say exactly ; I was there twenty-nine times in 
three years and three months.
759. That is rather oftener than once in two months ? Yes,
760. Were your several inspections of a thorough description? Yes; I think I have been in every place 
in Ferndale.
761. Do you know No. 2 headings south from the shaft ? Yes.
762. Have you inspected the herds of these headings under the Maitland Hoad ? Yes. You must under
stand that the workings under the Maitland Hoad were all worked before I became Inspector.
763. Have you inspected the bords there? I have.
764. Do you know whether they cross the road ? I believe some went through it towards the valley.
765. Do you know whether it has been worked down to Tighe’s Creek ? No ; I do not think so.
766. Do you know Robinson’s Colliery, Tighe’s Hill? I do.
767. Is it connected with Ferndale ? Yes.
768. Do you know whether they work under the Maitland Road ? They do not.
769. Do you know Griffiths’s Colliery ? I do,
770. What depth is the coal-seam there? The depth to the coal is about 30 feet, I think.
771. What is the depth of the winding shaft ? I think the winding shaft is about 38 feet deep.
7 2. Is it in the solid rock ? There is no solid rock that I could see.
773. How do they keep up the roof ? They leave a hand of coal.

671—C
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Of wliai'thickness is this band ? It is from 3 to 4 or 5 feet thick. There is a pretty good band of 
6 in.; the rest is of a softer nature of coal.
Is it on low-lying ground ? Tes.
Is the land about that covered with water during floods ? Yes, at high tide.
Have the workings of this colliery extended under the creek ? To the extent of two bords, but they 

are not right across the creek ; they have been driven under the creek for some distance, and under a 
branch of the creek.
778. Do you consider there is any danger of this colliery being inundated from Ferndnle ? No.
779. Have you had any reason to report as to the dangerous condition of this colliery? Yes.
780. What section of the Act did you base it on ? The 2oth section,
781. And what reason did you assign—what was the nature of your report? Simply that they were 
under the creek, and I considered it dangerous to undermine the creek with a cover of only about 29 feet 
between them and the water.
782. That is, 1 suppose, a cover composed only of surface deposits ? Yes ; a small portion of sand, and 
the rest elay.
783. Is that clay impervious to water, or does it contain a little sand? No ; I think it is good puddle-
clay. _
784. Have you power under the Act to close up a colliery when you apprehend danger? No, I have 
not.
785. Have you ever tested this point ? I have. 1 tested it with that same colliery. I notified them in 
March last, under the 25th section of the Act, that no one was allowed to go under the creek, aud I 
called upon the manager to withdraw the men at once, and to keep them out henceforth and for ever. I 
put it like that. The consequence was that they withdrew the men for one day and then consulted a 
lawyer. The solicitor, Mr. G orriek, wrote a lawyer's letter to the Minister for Mines, which was sent 
back to me for explanation. I did explain. When 1 went below the place was as safe as 1 sit here, as 
far as that goes; but my impression was that, owing to the peculiar situation of the colliery, if a 
flood came at any time the place might fill, and the twenty-three men would never get out alive.
786. You say that the colliery is on low-lying land ? Yes.
787. And a few feet only above the level of the creek ? Yes, that’s all.
788. Do you know the depth of the creek? It is not deep. It has a silty bottom.
789. Then it is the bottom of silt that you estimate to be the top of tbe cover for tbe coal ?
790. What depth of silt is there ? I reckon there is about 4 or 5 feet of that silty stuff to
791. What depth of water is there ? There was not much when I put a stick in.
792. Apparently this colliery has about 20 feet of cover ? [ reckoned they had 25 feet.
793. That is 30 feet to the coal-head at the shaft ? Yea.
794. How many feet is the surface shaft above the level of the creek? I do not think it is 
couple of feet.
795. And you considered that the circumstances warranted you to give the management of 
warning not to proceed ? I did.
796. You informed them a few days after the disaster at Ferndale ? Yes; I may say that 
did not stop—only for one day.
797. What reply came from the Minister for Mines ? I got no reply at all.
798. Do you know what reply the owners received ? No.
799. After giving the warning, did you consider that yonr duty ended ? Yes. T consider that when my 
report goes to the Minister my duty ends. I am bound to do nothing hut carry out my instructions.
800. How long have the dip workings in Ferndale Colliery been going ? About four years in August
of this year. "
801. What is the general character of the roof over this section—is the coal-seam regular in this part? 
No, it is very irregular.
802. We have heard from Mr. Powell that in crossing a troubled belt of coal the conglomerate roof came 
down and cut off about 11 or 12 feet of top-coal ? Yes, that is correct.
803. Was the system of working practised similar to that pursued in the district collieries ? About tlie 
same.
804. Does this system seem to be in all cases advisable to follow? That is a question that might want 
some consideration.
805. Have you given it consideration ? I have not.
806. But it is an arbitrary system that has for some reason or other taken root in the district? It was 
in vogue before I took office.
807. In Ferndale, were not some of the bords driven narrower than others ? Yes.
80S. Docs any interference with the width of bords increase the rates for hewing ? Yes, it does.
809. Approaching the rise of No. 8 workings (we have called them the dip workings)—what means did 
the manager adopt to prove the line of euxTace or out-erop ? I have been up there several times, and 1 
used to see him driving narrow places. But it was a very difficult matter to prove the out-erop in Fern- 
dale, because in some places you would.come on a patch of soft coal, which would naturally lead to the 
supposition that the end was reached, but after that it would very often occur that good coal would be 
come upon again.
810. Well, Mr. Dixon, did you ever apprehend any danger in connection with the working of this colliery? 
I will say once and for all that I never dreaded anything happening in Ferndale.
811. I understand you have had special opportunities of informing yourself as to the nature of the surface 
deposits in the neighbourhood? Well, down on that flat I do not know' to this day the nature of the 
deposits, excepting as to the pitfall, 1 tried borings, but was not able to get them. I know the extent 
of the rock there, and the alluvial deposits, but I never knew that the tide eame over as it did before that 
accident happened, and I was camped there for many months.
812. You are aware that large areas of these swamps are covered with sea-water at high-tide ? I knew1 
that they wrere lower down towards the smelting works.
813. Beferring to the plan of the Ferndale workings, were you not awrare from thatplanthat for some months 
the whole of the working-bords were under tidal water ? I can tell they were beyond Eobinson’s Hill, 
but it is difficult in this colliery to find wffiere the sm'face is ; as a rule the tracing I have to go by only 
shows the underground working.

Yes.
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734. Mr. Jonesi] You slate that danger might possibly accrue from working the coal under the tidal Mr. 
waters; would that not suggest to your mind the necessity for some special method being adopted in the * 
working of such coal? The question is whether the colliery proprietors or the G-overnment are to
afopti*- . . _ , . , , , 1 June, 1886.
735. Generally, do you think it necessary ? I think some departure from the usual mono necessary.
73(5. Is it not necessary for tlie Inspectors to supply you with a tracing of the working plan of each 
colliery periodically ? Yes, every six months. _
737. If such has been done, would not that show you in your office that the Iferndale Colliery was 
approaching the tidal water ? Ko; because the surface is not shown on the plan. They are only com
pelled to give a plan of the workings. In this ease, however, it is shown as it happens, but the only 
places shown here arc streets and Throsby’s Creek.
738. So far as you are aware, Mr. Inspector Dixon was never informed by the Company of any previous 
fall on the surface ? All I can say is that Mr. Dixon has never reported any danger, aud the Miners’
General Secretary has never reported any either. Mr, Dixon will be able to tell you himself as to that.
730. Mr. UsherDo you think it advisable that the coal-owners should be compelled to show boundaries 
and also the topographical features ? I think so; there ought to be a plan made of the surface, as well 
as the underground workings.
740. Suppose a row of houses to be erected on any part of the estate, do you think they should be added 
to the plan ? That is more a matter for the proprietors ; so far as we are coucerncd the object is to secure 
the safety of the men employed in tlie mine. However, I certainly think tbe made roads, and those to 
be travelled over, should be shown on the plan. _
74].. Mr. Curley.'] I suppose you have often been invited out to Dcrndale and its vicinity in consequence 
of the undermining of roads ? Yes. _
742. Have you a thorough knowledge of the overlying strata of the Ferndale mine? TFell, I have not,
just where the fall has taken place. _
743. If the Inspector had a knowledge of the position of those workings, do you not think it was his 
duty to report the matter-to you ? If he considered there was any danger attached to it, but there did 
not appear to have been any idea of danger, or I should have been informed of it by some party. _
744. Do you think it was within Ins province to report such a thing and give bis attention to it ? Not
unless ho considered it dangerous to the lives of the men underground. _
745. Hut from wbat you have ascertained in connection with the accident, the Inspector, to a certain 
extent, must have had a knowledge that there was a source of danger there ? I cannot say. Mr, Dixon 
will be here to answer for himself in respect to that. I can only say that he did not report that there 
was any danger, and he will be here to tell you himself whether he considered there was danger or not.
746. Mr. Davies.] Although you are of opinion that there is danger in'working you have no power to do 
anything more? We could not do anything more than we have done.^
747. President.] In other words, you nave secured yourselves ? Precisely. _
748. Mr. Neilson.] You can issue a summons? We were going to take proceedings against Maryvale 
at one time, but the opinion of the Attorney-General was against us.
749. You have reported to the Mines Department as to this ? Yes. _ _
750. I understood you to say that your attention had not been directed to danger in this colliery either 
by the Manager, the Inspector, the Miners’ Secretary, or the men? The Inspector reports to me every 
two months, and if he reports that there is no danger I. am satisfied. I have a general supervision over 
all tlie mines, and so long as the Inspector reports to me that the Act has been complied with, then my 
duty ends.
751. You have been frequently out to this colliery, and you state that you never were made aware that 
they were working under tidal waters ? Yes.
752. And you did not think it part of your duty to inquire ? I had no idea that they were working under 
tidal waters. If I had possessed such an idea I should have thought it my duty to inquire.

The witness withdrew, promising to appear on the following morning with documents and plans^

Mr. Inspector Dixon sworn and examined :—
753. President!] You are Inspector of Collieries for the Northern District? I am.
754. How long have you known Ferndale Colliery ? Ever since it has been opened.
755. How long ago is that ? I cannot say how long; but more particularly since I have been Inspector,
of course. _
756. Is the Ferndale coal-seam an extension of the Waratah coal-seam; Yes, I think so.
757. Have you frequently inspected it ? Yes; I have been in Ferndale workings about twenty-nine times.
758. How often did you visit, on an average ? I cannot say exactly ; I was there twenty-nine times in 
three years and three months,
759. That is rather oftener than once in two months ? Yes.
760. Were your several inspections of a thorough description? Yes; I think I have been in every place 
in Ferndale.
761. Do you know No. 2 headings south from tho shaft ? Yes.
762. Have you inspected the bords of these headings under the Maitland Eoad ? Yes. You must under
stand that the workings under the Maitland Eoad were all worked before I became Inspector.
763. Have you inspected the bords there ? I have. _
764. Do yon know whether they cross the road ? I believe some went through it towards the valley.
765. Do you know whether it lias been worked down to Tighe's Creek ? No ; I do not think so,
766. Do you know Robinson’s Colliery, Tigbe’s Hill? I do.
767. Is it connected with Ferndale ? Yes.
768. Do you know whether they work under tbe Maitland Eoad ? They do not.
769. Do you know Griffiths’s Colliery ? I do.
770. What depth is the coal-seam there ? The depth to the coal is about 30 feet, I think.
771. What is the depth of the winding shaft ? I tliink the winding shaft is about 38 feet deep.
7 2. Is it in the solid rock? There is no solid rock that I could see.
773. How do they keep up the roof ? They leave a band of coal.
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Mr. Inspector "Witness describes the strata as followsSand, 20 feet, as near as be could ascertain ; clay. 2 feet;
DlIon- conglomerate, 10 feet; rock underneath, 30 feet; what this was he could not say.

i How do you account for such a thickness of conglomerate rock falling in ? The
1 June, 18SG. on]y way I can account for it is that there must have been a fissure in it. They are very common in this 

district. ^
853. That fissure would let down water and rot the rock ? Yes. _
854. Have you known any similar fall occurring under the dead pressure of quicksand? Ivo, I cannot 
say that; 1 would not say that was the reason of the fall. I have known several falls where there has 
been quicksand.
855. What thickness of quicksand ? Thirty feet.
856. And what thickness of rock? 100 feet of rock. ■ _ _ _
857. Were the crop roads and bords in Ferndale Colliery sufficiently timbered ? Yes; they were suffici
ently timbered for all purposes of safety. As I said before, I have never seen a better-timbered mine.
858. How do you account for the top roads being extra timbered ? The timber was put up, to protect the 
men from the roof, owing to the intervening 3 feet of shale below the hard conglomerate.
859. The extra timbering must have been a source of great expense? Yes; the men had one shilling
and sixpence a set for couplings. _ _
860. Did anv man complain to you of the danger of the eastern workings in this colliery ? I never
received a complaint from any man in Ferndale. _ _ ^
861. You inspected the rise bords only a few weeks before the accident ? \ es.
862. Were you satisfied that no danger existed ? Yes.
863. You had no suspicion that a disaster was imminent ? No.
864. You had not sufficient facts before you to justify you in formulating any complaint? ISo.
865. Mr. Powell did not inform you that the tidal waters covered these rise workings? No.
866. You did not expect that the workings extended so far? No.
867. And were you satisfied generally with the workings of Ferndale? Yes, and .1 reckoned Powell a 
thoroughly practical man.
868. Do you attribute any blame to the management for this accident ? I do not; and when I say that 
I may also say that I have thought the matter out in every way.
869. Suppose you had had the curiosity to inquire as to the position of the north-east workings, and 
that you had discovered that the tidal waters, for many acres, covered these workings, and that falls of 
sand and sea-shells had taken place, and that then, suspecting danger, you had given orders for the men 
to cease working in the mine, and still no accident occurred, what position would you have been in ? I 
should have been laughed at.
870. You would only have been exonerated if an accident occurred ? Yes; otherwise I should have been 
held up to ridicule, even by the men. The miners in G-reen’s pit themselves went and declared that the 
pit was quite safe.
871. Mr. Neilson^ In case of danger of this kind, what power has an Inspector under the Act? I have 
power under the 7th sub-section of section 12 to withdraw the men in ease of fire-damp or other danger.
872. Frcsuknt.'] It all turns upon the word danger ? Yes. Here is the position I am placed in: I must 
be down below, and demonstrate to the men that the whole thing is going to tumble in and kill some
body.
873. Mr. Neilson.'] The onus of proof rests upon you ? Yes. ■
874. Mr. Jones.'] You have stated that no complaint was ever made to you as to the probable danger of 
working under the tidal water; did you ever hear any men discuss the possibility of danger ? No ; I 
never did.
875. President.] Had Mr. Powell apprised you of the fact that the workings were under tidal water, what 
would you have done ? I should have reported the matter certainly.
876. You consider the very fact of comparatively shallow workings proceeding under swamps, of unknown 
thickness of strata, an element of danger ? Yes, by all means.
877. Mr. Jones.] And in the light of what has happened, do you consider a departure from the present 
mode of working would be required ? Yes, I believe that.
878. Mr. Sis inburn You are quite sure that provision ought to be made for working the different bords 
to suit the overlying strata? Yes.
879. President^] That is to say, there should not he an empirical system of coal-mining followed? No,
880. Mr. Usher.] "Would your reports as to the danger in this or any other mine be published? No.
881. President.] Is there any reason why they should not be published ? It is a matter out of my
province altogether. _
882. That is to say, in sending in your report, you have made your communication in fulfilment of the 
duties of your office, and it is then no longer your property ? Yes.
883. Mr. Usher.] I only asked the question because 1 am of opinion that it ought to be published.
884. Mr. Davies.] When last you visited the Ferndale Colliery, before the accident, did you see the 
Check Inspectors’ report? Yes.
885. AYas there anything in these reports about apprehending danger ? No, not a word. I always go 
over these reports to ascertain if there is any necessity for me to go and see anything.
886. None of the workmen called your attention to anything from which danger was to be apprehended? 
No. I would take just as much notice of a man in his bord as I would of the Board of Delegates, if he had 
any complaint to make.

(By the President.')
Note.—The last report is dated October 25th, and is entirely taken up with a report of the number 

of men and boys in certain districts, the amount of air supplied to those districts, and the 
timbering, and winds up by stating that each place is well supplied with timber.

The witness withdrew.

AVillinm Henderson sworn and examined :—
Mr. W. 887. President.] AVhat is your occupation ? I am a mineral-borer; 1 liave been occupied as such about 

Henderson, fbrty years.
888. Following your" occupation as a mineral-borer, you have put down a considerable number of bores in 

1 June, 1880. the locality of Ferndale r Yes. - 889.
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889. Have you a record of those bores with you ? Yes (record produced).
890. Tso. 1 bore—where was this put. down? At the pumping-pit. _
891. No. 2 bore ? Bound the hill, a slight way from that; just at the margin of the spring-tide, not far 
above high-water-mark.
992. No. 3 boro ? At Spark’s slaughter-house, nearly to Tighe’s Bridge, south of Robinson’s Colliery.
893. And No. 4, where is it? Out of tho bounds altogether. _ _
894. "Where is No. 7 ? A long way to the east of the pumping-pit. It is not in swampy ground; it is 
on the side of the road across Tighe’s Creek. This bore show's a thickness of 118 feet of surface deposits.
895. No. 9, where is it ? That is further along on the same side of the.creek, along the Smelting Road, 
further north, in the centre of the swampy land.
896. What is the depth there ? The depth of the bore is 148 feet. It gives 51 feet of alluvial deposits, 
22 feet of conglomerate, and 3 feet 9 inches of coal.
897. No. 10, where is that ? That is away to the westward again. It is about 107 feet deep under tho 
swamp, and marked M on the plan. It shows 52 feet of loose sand.
898. No. 11 ? No. 11 is 111 feet deep, and is situated south of the pumping-shaft, and marked 0 on the
plan. It gives 20 feet of loose sand.
899. No. 12? Is 119 feet, right in the centre of the flat, to the north of the pumping-pit, and gives 
67 feet of loose sand,
900. No. 13 ? Is at Honeysuckle Point, at the junction of the Maitland and Wickham Roads, on Dan-
gar’s land. It gives 108 feet of surface, and 8 feet of rotten rock.
901. Have you put down bores in other parts of this locality ? I put one down at the fall-iu on Ferndale. 

The witness lodges a record of the boring put down by him in the district.
The witness withdrew.

Mr. W. 
Henderson.

1 Juno, 1886.

David .Tones sworn and examined :—
902. President.'] What is your ago ? 1 am sixteen years of age. Mr. D. Jones.
903. Were you working at Ferndale ? Yes.
904. How were you employed at Ferndale ? 1 was driving a horse. 1 Juno, 1886.
905. How long were you employed there? For nearly two years.
906. Were you employed iu the eastern workings np towards the rise ? Yes.
907. What bords did you drive from ? From Bill Owen’s, John Jenkins’, and Bill Abrahams’.
908. How many bords ? Four of them.
909. Where were you working on the 18th March when the water broke in ? I was in Jenkins’ bord.
That is the fourth bord. I was in fixe face hooking the horse on. He told me to go out and ascertain 
what was making the row. I went out and found it was the water.
910. Was the bord driven far off the beading ? Yes, it was a good way off,
911. How far? I cannot tell you bow far; but it is over 20 yards.
912. AYell, you saw the water, and what did you do then? I went half-way down tho bord, and told 
Jenkins the river had broken in. I told him twice; the water was then over my knees.
913. Did you know that you were working under tlxe river ? No.
914. Previous to this, did you know whether the coal places were under the swamps? No.
915. "Why did you think the river had broken in ? By the rush of water. It was coming in strong.
916. What did Jenkins do ? He was going about trying to get his stick.
917. Was he lame? Yes. I sang out twice, and he replied, “All right.” I then ran out iu front of the horse, 
and when the water came up to roy chest I thought it was time to go. As I was coming past the flat the 
wafer was reaching to iny shoulders.
918. How did you get out ? I had to swim on my back until I got to the travelling road on the right- 
hand side.
919. AY ere there many men there? Yes, a good few.
920. And you did not see Jenkins again ? No.
921. You say he was looking for his stick at the time you left ? Yes, I believe so; he was feeling about
for his stick. •
922. Had he his clothes on at the time? I believe he had commenced to put them on. I know he was 
going to the place where his clothes lay, but I did not actually see him get them.
923. Did you never bear the men talk about these workings being under the swamps? No.
924. Where did you think you were working ? I did not know exactly—somewhere down the road going 
to Wickham from Tighe’s Hill.
925. Did you know that the salt water rose over these swamps ? No; I was never down there till the fall-
in occurred. ’
926. Is that all you know about Jenkins ? Yes.
927. Mr. Usher!] Do you know anything about a fall-in at the surface which became filled with water and 
formed a bathing-place ? No.

The witness withdrew.

Henry Hargraves sworn and examined:—
928. President.] Were you working at Ferndale in March last ? Yes.
929. In what capacity ? Asa miner.
930. How long had you worked in Ferndale ? I was there very nearly eighteen months,
931. In what positions did you work in that mine ? The last quarter I and my mate were working what 
they call the soft coal towards the crop,
932. At what part ? It was about ten bords away from the crop.
933. "What bord were you working in ? I believe it was No. 21 or No. 22.
934. That was ten or twelve herds down from the scene of the accident ? What was the number of your 
bord? It was cavilled again the same day as the fall occurred. I think it!was No. 10.
936. AY here were you working in this section when you struck the crop? I never struck the crop.
936. You said you were working the soft coal ? Yes; but they call all that soft coal because it was going 
towards the crop.

937.

Mr. H. 
Hargraves,

1 June, 1886,
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TT^r‘ 937. Did you know that these workings were ..uoaiuc m, 
' arErares' 93S. Did you know that they were working under the swamps r 

l-J^^6.?uPP0Ie4thejdkl.

going towards the crop P Of course T did. 
nrinr ti.n P yvell, I did not know' for certain, hut 1

939. Did you know ? Well I could give an idea (he same as the rest of them,
940. Be good enough to answer the question direct. Did you know ? No; I did not know that we 
were working under the swamps. I only knew that we were working under the flat by the water-shaft.
941. That is the swamp. Did you know that the tide covered that flat ? Yes; 1 knew it came up some
times. .
94^. Then you and the men knew that you were working under these swamps ? Yes.
943. Did you ever work higher up towards the rise than the bord you last worked iu ? No.
944. Was there any water coming off the coal in your bord ? Yes; we had a feeder coming out of our
bord. ‘
945. What part of it? It came in at the top side and went straight across the bord, coming out of tbe 
“jerry.”
946. Was it salt water ? Yes; it was the same as the water usually was down in the pit.
947. Quite salt? Yes. J
948. How long was this feeder in your bord? About a fortnight,
949. Did you strike it suddenly ? Yes ; on the left-hand side.
950. Was there much water ? Yes, a good stream. They did not have it in the bord above us.
951. Did it bring any sand with it? No ; it was clear water.
952. Did that not raise any doubt iu your mind as to tbe direction you wrere working in ? No, it never did.
953. Did you see any bords in Ferndale that had reached the crop ? No ; 1 was never up to the crop iu 
Ferndale.
954. You had no idea of danger in your mind? None at all.
955. Where were you at the time of the accident ? I was working in my bord.
956. How did you become aware of it ? A boy came and sang out. I did not know what it was at 
the time. I thought it was like the sound of water that came iu once before.
957. W hen was that ? About eight or nine months since. It came through a bord just above where I 
was working at the time, and swamped the bord out for four or five days.
958. Where did it come from ? Through the roof.
959. Did it come suddenly ? I cannot say. It was the bord above me.
960. Did you hear the men say anything about it ? They spoke about it, but I cannot say anything for
them. ■
961. In what manner did the water come down ? It came down like a shower,
962. Did it stop itself ? Yes; and they worked the bord afterwards. I thought this last break-in was 
something of the same kind when first I heard it
963. Did this water you speak of come from a fissure in the roof ? No, I do not think so. As I say, it 
was like a shower. They very often let down water in working the coal.
964. Did it run for several days ? Yes ; but they started again before the week was out.
965. Well, coming to the morning of the accident, you say that one of the boys warned you ? Yes ; the 
boy called out to me, and I filled a skip and sat down. When the water came into the bord, f jumped up 
to see where it was coming from, andl saw a horse standing between my bord and the next, and a light 
was hanging in the face. The water then was coming in very strong, 1 ran along until the lights went 
out, and then I did not know where I got; presently my lamp jumped out of my hat. When I got to the 
force of the stream I sat down, because I could not cross it. 1 sat there till I heard the fall. It came 
with a rush, and, as it brought me back, I commenced to swim.
966. You sat therefor some time? Yes, a good while.
967. Did the force of the stream not last? No; not till the next fall—that’s where the main pressure 
came. '
968. Mr. Tiomas.] How far did you work from John Jenkins ? 1 was about 5 yards below him.
969. President.] You say you were seated on the side of the main road, and the water accumulated up to
your neck ? Yes. .
970. How long did you remain in that position ? As T was sitting down between the prop and the rib 
I could feel tbe water coming up. I was fixed fast by the rubbish that came down with the water. I 
managed to wrench my arms out, and then 1 began to swim, my idea being that if I got to the top side 
I would stand a better chance.
971. And you got to dry land at last ? Yes.
972. Was the first fall that you speak of a large fall ? It was a fa,11 of rock. I went up till I could feel 
the cool air coming, and when I came to the first fall the water was np to my waist,
973. Was there any current in the water there? No, not then.
974. The fall would choke it, I suppose? Yes. When I got further down I saw the daylight, aud then 
there was a strong current—that is nearer the rise. I should not have gone that road if 1 had had my 
light with me, because I should naturally have taken the main road, and if I had done so I could never have 
got out.
975. Was the fall below tbe hole ? No ; it was at the right-hand side of the hole.
976. When you came to the hole, could you see daylight? I could just see a glimmering of it, because 1 
was round the corner. I was there for an hour and a half before I could attempt to cross the stream.'
977. Then the water went down ? Yes, as the tide went out. The first fall was about 11 feet high, 
which I climbed over. I think it was on the main road, but I cannot say, as I bad not been working up 
there for twelve months. I had been working down at the lower side of the pit.
978. When the water diminished, did you go under the hole, and did you see daylight then ? Yes.
979. Did you see the people above? No ; 1 did not see anybody. I sang out, and then sat down again,
when 1 heard someone call out, “ Halloa,” and a rope was sent downi to me, but it was too short. A 
longer rope was got, however, and by this means I was pulled out of the pit. •
980. What time was it when you were drawn up ? I believe it was close upon 1 o’clock.
981. Then you were battling with this water in the mine for about three or four hours? Yes, quite 
that.
982. You saw nothing of Jenkins ? No.
98.3, You must have passed his bord, too ? Yes; from what I have been told since, I must have gone 
right past his bord, as there was no other road out. 984.
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984. Mr. Jones] What distance was your bord from the road p It was about 20 or 30 yards from the
road. ' J
985. Mr. Davies] VVere your bor’ds extra timbered, as compared with others? Yes, I believe they were.
986. Was double timber used ? It was in some places. The same timbering was employed nearly all
over the pit. , a i j j
987. Did you never have a conversation with any of the men about working under these swamps ? ?Io ;
I never used to think about it. Perhaps my mate would say to me, “ Where do you think we are work
ing, or make some remark like that, but I never thought anything about the matter.
988. And you never thought of any danger ? None whatever. The only danger that ever I thought of 
was the possible falling of a piece of rotten roof.
989. Did yon see on the surface a fall that took place some considerable time before the accident? Yes;
I went there one Sunday.
990. And did that never give you any reason to doubt the wisdom of working under the tidal waters?
I never thought there was any danger, because when wc got this G inches of stuff down there was hard 
conglomerate above. ■
991. And did you put in timber to keep up this G inches of stuff ? Yes.
992. Mr. Jones ^] But sometimes it was much tbicher, was it not ? Yes; sometimes it was 4 or 5 feet 
thick. The fall I went over was very high.
993. Mr, Dames!] And you think every precaution was taken for your safety ? Yes. But I believe there 
were some men who were suspicious of this place.
994. Can you tell their names ? No, I cannot.
995. Were they strangers to you? ISo ; they were men who have been working with me. ■
99G. Then surely you can recollect their names, can’t you ? No ; I have a had memory, I only heard 
it in a public-house, where I met them ; and they, or some of them there, said that they knew this would 
happen. Pickavanco was the only one who spoke to me in the pit.

. President.] Was it since the accident that these men spoke about tbe accident, saying they knew 
that it would happen ? Yes, since the accident.
998. Mr. JJmnes.] Did you over hear Cornelius Peters say anything ? I. have heard Cornelius Peters or 
John Johns say something, but I cannot recollect. ‘
999. Mr. Jones.] Do you believe everything was done for tbe safety of tbe men in working the mine? Yes.
1000. Mr. Darnbull.]. Do you know if men were over discharged for working the bords too wide? No.
1001. Mr. Jones!] Did you ever know the men object to putting iu timber ? No ; not where they were
paid for it. ’ r ‘
1002. Mr. MeilsOH.] How far were the sets apart ? About 2 feet G inches; in some places they were 
not so far, and in others they were farther apart.
1003. Mr. Jones.] Had you any special reason for disregarding the warning given by the fall? I. thought 
it' was only a bord broken iu. 1 did not know that the boy was singing out to me.

The witness withdrew.

HOTAi COMMISSION ON COLLIEKTES—MINUTES O'l' EYIDENCE, 2B

Mr.
H. Hargraves.

1 June, 18SG.

James Pickavance sworn and examined :—
1004. President.] What are you by occupation ? I am a miner. Mr.
1005. Have you been employed at Ferndale Colliery ? Yes ; I worked there for six years and six P^tavanea
months. n
1006. Have you worked in all the dip workings of this colliery ? I have been at the rise and at tbe dip. 1 June’ 1886, 

Have you worked in any of the bords that have gone into the surface? No, I have not.
1008. Have you seen any of the crop places ? Yes.
1009. Where ? This one in the heading.
1010. Was it you that drove that heading where the fall occurred? Yes.
1011. Where did you go to in the face P We left it at the coal.
1012. Did you go to the surface ? No.
1013. What width was driven ? About 5 or 6 yards.
1014. What was the object of driving there ? Just to prove the coal; it was driven about 10 yards.
1015. You know where the fall took place? Yes. *

^here? In the two headings where wTe were ; it was close against the crop-coal.
1917. You do not refer to the fall of the 18th March last ? No; I know uotliing aboutthat.

Dictated by the President: The headings that the witness refers to are driven np to letter J on 
the tracing.

1018. Did this fall take place at the face of the heading, or some distance back ? It was close to where 
we left oil in tbe narrow passage.
1019. Just opposite one of the cut-thronghs ? Yes, just about there.
1020. Did it give you much warning ? It came down through the night-, and in the morning I found 
clay and a little sand there ; there was not much ; it was quite dry.
1021. What did you do ? Wc turned the bords away further back.
1022. Did you barricade it up iu any way ? 1 do not know whether the master did or not.
1023. Mr. Jones.] Do you know whether it was done or not ? I believe it was stopped.
1024. President!] Did you ever see tbe result of that fall ou the surface ? Not to my knowledge.
1025. Do you know the position ou the surface where it took place ? No ; I am not a surveyor, and I 
cannot speak as to that.
102G. Did you know whether the workings were covered by salt water at high tide? No, I did not.
1027. Had you any conversation with your mates ou the subject? No; I knew the heading that we 
were m was on the rise of the seam of coal. It was quite dry.
1028, Were you aware that the face of tbe workings was under the swamps? I was not; I did not 
know where it was exactly.
1029, Did you tell any of your mates that you apprehended danger from the salt water coming in ? No,
1030. Are you perfectly sure that you never told any of your mates that you were afraid of an accident 
happening? I never said so that 1. am aware of.

1031.
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Mr. 1031. Will you repeat that you never had such a conversation ? I repeat that I never told anybody I was
J. pickavance frightened. . .

1032. Did you not state to some of your fellow-workmen that you were afraid an accident was about to 
1 June’ happen? Not to my knowledge.

1033. Did you not know that these workings were under the tidal swamps? No, I did not.
1034;. Do you know the heading where this fall has taken place ? I cannot tell you where the fall is, 
whether it is a heading or a bord. I am a stranger to those workings where the fall occurred. The heading 
that I was in was a long way further hack.
1035. Coming back to that fall, you know a great deal more than you are disposed to tell us, and we 
know what you know. You say you do not know what was done to prevent another fall occurring there. 
I am going to tell you that you do know, and that you do know about the stoppings and barricades; and 
the reason is that you put them up, and that you were paid for putting them up. 1 wish you to remember 
that you have taken an oath to tell the whole truth, and nothing hut the truth ? I never was paid to put 
up barricades.
1036. Did you not work with Cotterill putting up barricades ? No ; I never worked with such a man, 
and I never was engaged in putting up barricades.
1037. Mr. Usher.~\ Who was your mate? I was working with a man named Miller.
1033 Mr. Sminhurn^l Wc have heard that you were putting up these barricades, and were paid for it. 
We put a dam back into a little hole that was put in there.
1039. How long did you work at that ? We were there a shift.
1040. Did you see it the next shift ? No; next night we got the fall, and some sand came away;) W hen
we put this sand in we came to blue clay. We ran the top-coal out, and eainc on to the i[ jerry’; it was 
quite dry. t
1041. President.'} Where were you working at the time of the last accident? I was working down below, 
a long way off.
1042. How were you apprised of the accident—who gave you notice ? The hoys came down the cut-
through by my place and said the water was in the pit. I at once ran away, and when we got out on the 
main horse-road we met the water. I followed it into the travelling road w>th the others—about four
teen of us—till we got on to the engine-road. .
1043. The water was going strong down the hill ? Yes, very strong when 1 came through it.
1044. How deep was It ? It was about up to my waist. _ _
1045. Then, of course, you made your way to the pit bottom. Did you go down again ? No; we made 
our way to the engine-road, and were drawn up.
1046. And you did not go down again ? No.
1047. Then are you satisfied now, after what has happened, that tho working of the coal-seams under
these swamps is attended with some danger? I do not think there is much danger where there is plenty 
of rock overhead. On the other hand, I would not like to work where there was no top. _
1048. Where there was no top the roof has not come down, but where this serious fall happened it 
appears there was nearly 40 feet of rock. Do you now think there is some little danger in working in 
such a place ? I certainly think there is danger where there is no roof above the coal.
1049. But here a fall takes place through 40 feet of rock-cover ? There is nothing impossible in that,
because in coal-mines you often fall in with a “fault” in the rock. _ _
1050. Mr. Jones.} Referring to the previous fall you speak of, yon have said that you found it had come 
in next morning. Was it securely timbered when you left it? Oh, yes, it was securely timbered.
1051. Did the employers, in your opinion, do all in their power to secure the general safety of the men ? 
So far as I know. When I was iu the pit there was always plenty of timber there.
1052. Then, viewing the whole of the circumstances, and having visited the scene of the fall, are you of 
opinion that any special care should be taken in working seams of that character, where the tidal waters 
How over the top ? That is a general question I cannot answer very well.
1053. Mr. Turnbull.} Would it not be better to work tbe bords narrower? These bords that we were
driving were narrow—6 yards. _
1054. Mr. Jones.} Was the manager very particular in seeing that the width of the bords did not exceed
tbe rule laid down? Yes. .
1055. Mr. Usher.} Did you ever see any 4-yard bords there ? I never worked them, but I have heard it
said there were 4-yard bords. _ _ .
1056. Mr. Turnbull.} What was the width of the cut-through that you drove in that portion of the workings 
where the fall took place? About 5 feet.
1057. Mr. Duties.} At the fall you speak of, when the sand and clay came down, did you see any shells ? 
I believe I saw a few shells.
1058. Did that not load you to believe that you must be working under the tidal swamps ? I could not
tell where they came from. _
1059. You did not think they grew below, did you ? There must have been a wash there some time or 
other.
1060. Did you sec shells there next morning? I saw something like shells.
1061. I suppose you know what shells are. Did you see shells ? Yes. , . .
1062. Was this a subject of conversation between you and your mates as to the safety of working in this 
part of the mine ? We might talk about it perhaps, as we could not tell exactly where we were. As for 
anything that might occur, of course I could not tell.
1063. President.} If you had any doubt as to where you were, why did you not ask Mr. Powell, the 
manager ? Well, a man does not think about such things.
1064. Mr. Jo-ne.s.} I suppose there was not sufScient doubt? No.
1065. Mr. Davies.} You did not work with any fear ? No, or I should not have been there.
1066. And no one expressed any fear as to the safety of the mine ? I never heard anyone.

Tbe witness withdrew.

William
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’William Thomas Owen sworn and examined:—
1067. President^ "What is your calling ? 1 am a miner.
1068. How long have you worked at T'erndale't I have worked there on and off for five years.
1069. Have you worked in the rise bonis of the dip workings ? Yes.
1070. Have you worked in any of the bords that went towards the surface ? No.
107.1, "WTiat Lord were you working in at the time of the accident? In the next bord to the man that was 
drowned. The one below him ; No -1 or No. 6.
1072. Were these bords driven narrow or of the full width ? When we started we drove 6 yards wide, 
and when we had driven 20 yards we increased the width to S yards, by the manager’s direction.
1073. Were the bords above and below you R yards wide ? The one above me was 6 yards wide.
1074. Was your bord secured by limber ? Yes. secured by timber.
1075. Why was that? We always had plenty of timber.
1076. But was there extra timber in these bords ? Not in mine.
1077. Was the roof secured by sets of double timber? No: we did not need it where I was.
1078. Did they use it in the other herds? Down below me they did not need doublo^limbcr.
1079. Did you ever sec double timber in Berndalc ? I have seen it. ”
1080. What was it put in for ? It was to secure the roof, which was occasionally bad there.
1081. Was there much soft coal where you were working last? No, there was not much. It was prelly
hard as a rule.
1082. Do you know anything about some falls that took place further up some months ago ? ] was not 
aware when the fall took place, but I was told of it afterwards.
10S3. Dow came you to hear of it ? I heard some men talk about it. I forget who they were.
10SI. Were you told it was a heavy fall ? No ; I did not know (hat it came to the surfavc.
10S5. But do you know now ? I have been told Hint the fall choked itself.
1086. Did they tell you what it consisted of ? J was told it consisted of sand.
1087. Did you know that where yon were working you were under the swamp? No ; 1 did not know
exactly. ”
1088. Did you uever have the cmiosity to ask where you were working ? No ; I did not give it a thought.
1089. When you heard your mates talking about sand coming down at the falls, did it not arouse your 
curiosity? Not in the least.
1090. When did you hear that that fall came to the surface ? I was told that the fall choked itself before 
it came lo the surface.
1091. Who told you so ? 1 cannot recollect.
1092. Did you ever go over to ascertain ? No.
1093. ITavo you ever gone over to see the cavc-in th.d occurred a month cr six netks a:o? Yes.
1091. Did you look to the left: of that and sec a depression near the swamp ,J No
1095. "Was there any water coming out of the face of the bord that you were v. ci Ling in last ? No: it was 
a dry herd. ’
.1096, And was the roof good ? Ycx
1097. How did you become aware of the accident of the ISth March ? The winders gaic us the alarm.
1098. And did you act upon the alarm at once ? Yes,
1099. Tell us what you did ? Well, as soon as we heard about it wo ran for a place of safety: and when 
we were coming out wo had to pass through a considerable stream of water which was coming down the 
heading. It was up to my middle when ] went through it.
1100. Were you working in your bord below Jenkins? Yes.
1101. Who was the wheeler? .Tolm Powell.
1102. Did you bear young Bowel! warning Jenkins? No.
1103. He warned you, 1 believe? Yes ; he sang out in the heading.
HOT. By the time you got oui into the heading the water was 3 or 4 feet deep ? Yes. it was all that.
1105. Were there any men along with you? Yes, there were a lot of us together, and we crossed the 
water and got into the travelling road, and" out of Iho water.
1106. Mr. Usher.~\ When you came away from the fall, did you call out to Jenkins? No; wo all 
ran for it,
1107. Did you know about the existence of these tidal swamp'-, to the east of Fern dale, that surround 
Throsby’s Creek ? Yes ; I knew there was a flat there.
1108. Did vmu know that you were working under the flat? No.
1109. But you know the roads were going down in that direction ? Yes, but I did not know we were 
nearly so far down as we were.
1110. Who told you that this fall choked itself up ? I cannot say.
1111. You have a poor memory ? Yes.
1112. Mr. Jones.1 Having heard that a fall took place on a previous occasion, and brought down the sand, 
did it not occur to you that there was some danger to bo apprehended ? No ; it did not frighten 
me at all.
3113. Did it not occur to you that what had already happened might happen again : and in that light, did 
it occur to you that there was any danger? I did not consider there was any danger in my bord, or 
anywhere else, for that matter.
1114. But does not a circumstance like that point to the conclusion that there is danger? Of course, as 
there is water over it tlierc must be a certain amount of danger, but I bad no idea of where J was 
working,
1115. Mr. Swinburn,'] You have been five years about Ferndalo you say? Yes.
1116. And you never observed anything of this kind? I knew that if ever a fall came, and the water 
was up high, it would come through.
1117. President ] Why could you not answer me candidly, when J asked you the question, that you knew 
these workings were under the tidal swamps? AYc have come lie re to perform a public duty—you arc hero 
to second that purpose—why not tell us the truth at once ? it is this way, sir : T did not know exactly 
where 1 was working, but J knew that if the workings were underneath this flat, and if a fall took place 
to the surface, the water would come in.
1118. You had evidently been pondering oyer this, and you could have arrived at an understanding by

671—D" ~ " 1 ‘ speaking

Mr. YV.T. 
Owen.

1 June, 188(5.
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Mr. speaking to your working manager ? ’Well, of course he might have told us, hut I would not think it to he 
W.T. Owen, my Jn(.y t0 the manager where I was working.
l^June^lSSe ^-°11 no’,v 'toll us, at the very last moment, that you were aware that if a fall took place it would

’ ‘flood the mine, which clearly implies that you knew vou were working under the tidal workings. It 
would have looked better had you been more straightforward ? I had no wish to he anything but 
straightforward.
1120. Mr. Davies.'] You have been in the habit of at tending miners’ meet ings, have you not, Owen ? Yes,
1121. And have you never heard this made the subject of discussion, as to the working of these bords 
under the swamps? Well, so far as my recollection carries me, I never recollect anything being brought 
up in the meetings about it.

The witness withdrew.

26 HO VAT, COMMISSION OX COf/LIEHlHS—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

WEDNESDAY, 2 JUNE, 18S6.

jdrrsent: —

3. 11. hi. ROBERTSON, Esq 
Mn, USHER. j
Hit. THOMAS. I
Mn. NE1LS0N.
Mb. TURNBULL. J

Mn. DURIE.

Mr. John Mackenzie, F.G .S., recalled : —
Mr. J. Mr. Mackenzie lodges a tracing of the old plan of Eerndalc, showing the workings under hlait-

Mackcrzir, land Road and towards Tighc’s Creek, marked “ No. 2” within a circle; also a plan of a colliery started on 
F.Q-.S. the A.A. Company’s property, Tighe’s Hill (Broughall and Griffiths), showing colliery workings under 

Tighe's Creek, and approaching the workings of Fern dale Colliery towards the said creek. Having lodged 
unf' ' these plans, marked No. 2 " and “ No. ,‘l ” within circle's Mr. Mackenzie kindly offers his record tracings 

for the use of the Commission pro few;., and to have true tracings of the workings prepared and lodged 
with the Commission.

Mr. Mackenzie also lodges sheets of correspondence between the Inspector of Collieries and the 
Examiner of Coal-fields and Messrs. Broughall and Griffiths (through Mr. Gorriek, solicitor) and the 
Mines Department; and the Inspector’s reports re the undermining of creeks from Broughall and 
Griffiths’s colliery.

.Also opinion of Attorney-General re 2u Viet. No. 39.
Also reports of 1 nspeetor Dixon on Ferndale Colliery, from 17 January, ISSo, to 27 February, 1 SSti.
Also a list of bores at Ferndale, furnished by Mr. James Fletcher, junior.
Also a plan of Ferndale Colliery, showing the position of the several bores put down.

1122. Mr. Jones: Mr. Gorriek, in his letter to the Minister, states that the safety of Broughall and 
Griffiths’s colliery had been tested by the miners. How was that information obtained—in writing or 
only verbally, do you know? No, 1 do not. But it seems strange to me that any body of men should 
fail to report to the Inspector any survey made as to the safety of the mine.

The witness withdrew.

., Fhesident.
Me. SWJNBURN. 
Me. CURLEY 
Me. JONES.
Me. DAVIES.

(MV. John Usher in the Chair.)

William Xcasdale sworn and examined:—
Mr. W. 1123. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? I am a, miner.

Tewdulc. 1124. How long have you been a miner, and how long have you been in this Colony ? I have been 
engaged in mining about thirty-four years, and 1 have been two years in this Colony.

■ UBe’ 8 ‘ 1125. How long have you been engaged at Ferndale ? About eighteen months.
1126. In what part of the mine were you employed? Up in the soft coal—the part where this accident
occurred. “ ”
1127. Were you employed there during the whole time since you went to Ferndale ? Yes.
1128. In what particular herds were you working ? In No. 34 and No. 37.
1129. Is that near the last fall-in ? Yes.
1130. Can you point them out on the plans? I do not understand the plan.
1131. How far was your bord from the fall-in. ? The fall-in took place at No. 37 bord.
1132. What width were these bords? Six yards. No. 37 and No. 34 were 4 yards.
1133. What made them reduce the width of the bords from 6 to 4 yards ? T cannot say that.
1134. Did you ever hear the manager or the overman stale any reason ? No ; I never heard anything.
1135. What is your opinion about it ? I cannot say what might bo the reason of it.
1130. Was the roof good ? It seemed middling good where we were working. I was in the thirly- 
soyenth bord just before the accident happened, and I never saw any danger. There was plenty of 
timber. ‘
1137. What kind of roof was I here ? It was a kind of black stone'? There was no clay or sand.
1138. Was it shale ? Yes.
1139. Did you see any conglomerate anywhere over the roof of the coal ? No j not in that part.
.1140. How was your place timbered ? We had plenty of timber.
1141. Was it what they call double timbered? Yes.
1142. I believe you are paid extra for double timbering ? Yes.
114<3. Were you aware that these two bords you have spoken of were under the tidal swamps ? No ; or 
I would not have been there.
1144. Did you nevor make any inquiry as lo where you were working ? Yes; but I could never get any 

^idea. ’ ‘
11'45', Who did you ask ? I asked the men working next to me, but they did not know.

1146:
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114(3. Did you ask the overman or the manager? Ko.
1147. Did you have any conversation on the subject, or did you hear any conversation taking place 
between any of the men underground or on the surface ? No.
1148. Did you ever hear anyone say that it was unsafe to work there, or that they thought so? No.
1149. Then you did not anticipate any danger? No.
1L50. Were you aware that a fall took place in another part of these crop workings about a year or 
fifteen months ago? Yes: 1 believe there was a slight fall, where some sand came down further up.
1151. .H ow far was it from the present fall ? I cannot say how many yards.
1152. Do you know what was done after that fall? No, I do not.
1153. Do you know whether any stoppings or barricades "were put in ? No; I never went up in that
direction. -
1154. Do you know whether it fell to the surface? I know nothing but what I have been told.
1155. When did you know about this fall that toolc place fifteen months ago ? I cannot say when 
I heard it.
1156. Was it since the late disaster or before it ? Oh, it was before the accident.
1157. How long before ? About a month, I daresay.
115S. When you did ascertain the fact, did it raise any fears in your mind as to the safety of the working ? 
No; 1 did not see any danger where I was working.
1159. Was any water coming from the roof or from the foot of those two bords you worked in ? None
whatever; they were perfectly dry. '
1160. You never worked in any bords that went out to the crop ? No.
1161. How far was it from where you were working that the sand came down ? I cannot say.
1162. You must have some idea—was it in the locality at all ? No ; it was higher up.
1163. How many places back ? I cannot say how far.
1164. When you were informed of the fall, did your informants not mention the locality where it occurred?
No ; they did not mention exactly where it was, -
1165. What w'as this part of the pit where you were working called ? Wo used to call it the soft coal.
1166. Did this fall take place in the soft coal ? Yes.
1167. I suppose it was not far awhy from wliere you were working ? It is not a great distance, but I 
cannot say now many yards.
116S. Why did you ask your mates where you were working as to the surface ? I had no conversation 
about' it.

Mr. W. 
Teasdale.

2 Juno, 18SG.

1169. Mou distinctly stated in the early part of your evidence that you asked your mates the question ? 
I do not remember.

[The shorthand writer read that portion of the witness’s evidence referred to.]
1170. Why did you put that question—was it from curiosity or a sense of danger ? I never thought there
was any danger. "
1171. Then you say you never visited the first fall ? No.
1172. Did you hear it reported that shells came down with the first fall ? Yes.
1173. Did it not strike you then that there was some danger of the water coming in? No, it never 
struck me.
1174. In fact you had no curiosity in the matter ? No.
1175. Where are you working now ? At Warn tab.
1176. Has anyone spoken to you at all as to the evidence you were to give here to-day ? No.
1177. Nor at any time? No '
1L78. Mr. Swinbw'n.'] You have been mining for thirty-four years ? Yes.
1179. How many pillars was your working place away from the fall-in tliat took place fifteen months 
ago ? I cannot say how many pillars were between the two places.
1180. How many lords were you from the last fall ? I was working in the next bord.

The witness withdrew.

Wm, Williams swora and examined :—
1181. Gknirman.~\ Are you a miner ? Yes. a coal-miner. jj*.
1182. How long have you been engaged in coal-mining ? About eleven years. W, Williami,
1183. In what particular districts have you worked in Newcastle? The New Lambton, Minini, and
b’erndalo. 2 June, 1886.
1184. How long were you employed at Perndale ? About three years.
1185. In what particular districts in the colliery did you work ? Well, I worked in No. 8, No. 4, No. 3, 
and No. 1 bords.
1186. That is in what they call the dip workings ? Yes.
1187. Not far from where the fall took place ? The last place where I worked was close to the fall-in.
1183. In what bord was that? No. 34.
1189. How far is that from the fall-in ? Well, 1 do not know the place exactly, but, as far as I can ' 
understand, it fell in just opposite my lord. (Position described on the plan.)

[The witness handed in a cavil sheet of the last cavil that was worked in the mine.]
1190. What was the width of the bord you were working in? Eight yards.
1191. What kind of roof had you there ? Very soft.
1192. What was the nature of the strata ? It was a kind of sandy clay and coal with a little hard stuff
mixed with it,—a sbaly kind of stone. '
1193. What thickness was it ? It was about a foot, coming down from the rock.
1194. Did it require timbering ? Yes; we put sets in the middle and single side-sets.
1195. Were you paid extra for putting in that timber ? Yes, for the centre one.
1196. Was there any water coming from the bottom or roof? Not in my place ; it flowed into my place 
from a place above.
1197. Where did it come from in that place ? Prom the roof.
1198. Was it much ? It was sufficient to keep me from work for a couple of days on one occasion.
1199. Was the water salt? Yes.
1200. How long did it run from that bord ? Well, there was a small stream running for a long time.
Eor a week or two, or more perhaps, I cannot say exactly, 1201.
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to'm- 1201. Did it cease running from the adjoining bord ? No, it ran into my Lord through defective drainage. 
VV. Wi mms. Jjjstgjjfj 0f running down the gutter it ran into my place.

you consider it was safe to work there with the timbering you had ? At that time I considered 
’ ' it was safe.

■ 1203. Was there any limit to the quantity of timber ? No ; \vc always had plenty.
3204. You put it in at your own discretion, and were paid for it ? Yes.
1205. Did you anticipate danger from any source whatever in the working of Ferndale Colliery ? Not in 
my place.
1200. In any other place ? Yes ; I thought those working behind would have a fall.
1207. You were aware that they wore under the tidal swamps ? No ; I did know for certain where they
were. .
1208. And going on that thought you calculated that there was danger. From what source did you 
apprehend danger? The roof was so soft on the lop of the timber that the timber had no bold on it, 
and it kept crumbling away.
3200. 33o you think that that crumbling away was sufficient to warrant you in coming to the conclusion 
that the roof would fall right up to the surface? No ; I had no idea how far the surface was from the 
coal, nor what there was above.
1210. You did not know whether there was conglomerate above or not? No,
1211. 'Were you aware of a fall having taken place some twelve or fifteen months before the last fall ? 
Yes.
1212. Did you see whether they had driven up to the crop then ? No, I did not see it; I knew of the fall 
from hearsay only.
1213. Mr Joacs.] Had you no desire to see it? I did not consider it very important to myself, and there
fore I did not desire to see it at the time. Had 1 known it was so close to the creek and the tidal waters 
it would have occurred to me to go down perhaps.
1214. Mr, ThomaR.~\ Then you never anticipated any danger there? No.
1215. Did _\ou ever bear, either inside or out of the mine, any opinion expressed on the subject? Yes ; 
they said it would very likely be Hooded.
1210. Who did you hear say that? 1 have heard the managerhimself express a fear—that is Mr. Joseph 
Powell.
1217. That is the overman ? Yes ; it was he told me when the fall-in took place. 1 can tell you how he 
happened to make the remark. The bord I was working in was making a lot of water, and Mr. Powell 
said he did not know bow be would be able to keep the water down ; that’s how he came to tell me about it. 
12LT Was no complaint made to the manager about the conversation you speak of? No.
1219. How was it that such a matter was not mentioned to the manager by someone amongst you ? Ido 
not know, I am sure. The manager was doing all be could to make things safe.
1220. At the same time you were conscious of working in great danger ? .1 did not say so ; I had no idea
at all that the mine was likely lo fall in with the water.
1221. Chairman] Was there anyone present when the conversation took place between you and the 
overman ? J. do not remember.
1222. Try to remember where it was, under wh it circumstances, and whether anybody was present or not. 
Was it in the mine ? Yes ; it was in my own bord,
] 223. Did a like conversation take place in any other part, or on any other occasion ? I do not remember.
1224. Do von remember the names of any of the miners who said there was danger? No. I do not.
1225. Not one? No, not one.
I22G, I understood you to say that several men bad made the remark to you ? Yes, but Ido not 
remember them ; 1 never thought 1 should be asked the question. *
1227. You are not a stranger in the Colony? I was born here—at Four-mile Creek.
1228. You know your fellow-miners well ? Yes.
1229. And jet you canuot point out one of them who made this important remark to you ? No, I could 
not do it. I might think of one, and I might turn out to be wrong,
1230. Mr. Suiinburn.~] Can you not take time to consider, and give us the names afterwards ? No.
1231. Why not ? Because my memory is not good enough.
1232. Chairman] Is it not a fact that you are au unwilling witness, and do not wish to give the names ? 
No, it is not. I would give you the names if I could recollect them.
1233. Mr. Neil son] You have been a long time at the colliery, and are, I suppose, perfectly acquainted 

! . with every man there. If I were asked that questiou about the 700 or 800 men I have at Wailsend I
could not answer more indefinitely than you have as to twenty men out of whom you are asked to recollect 
one who made this remark to you. You must know that you are only evading the question ? I deny that 
1 know them.
1234. I simply don’t believe yon ? 1 think it is very unfair for you to say that.
1235. Mr. Curley] Do I understand that you may know some of these men ? Yes : I know them all, but 
do not remember their names.
123G. And for fear of fixing on the wrong individuals you hesitate to name them—is that your position ? 
Yes, that is mjr position.
1237. Chairman] If after leaving us now you ascertain the names of any of those individuals with whom 
you had a conversation as to the unsafety of the mine, will you communicate with the Commission ? I 
will.
1238. Mr. Curley] Do you know whether the Check Inspectors at Ferndale carried out their duties 
regularly previous to this accident? No, they did not.
1239. Do you know the names of the Cheek Inspectors; if so, mention them? The last two Cheek 
1 nspectors were George Moorhouse and the late David Hopkins.
1249. Have you any idea-whether the Check 1 nspectors at all times were afforded proper facilities for 
carrying out their duties ? I cannot say anjrthing as to that.
124L. Chairman] Do you know' if at any time any obstruction was thrown in their way ? I never heard 
of any objection being taken to their going round the workings and making their reports.
1242. Mr. Manies] You were secretary to the minors of that colliery ? Yes.
12-13. And you were acquainted with the men ? Yes, ”
1.214. I suppose you consider it your duty to give us all the information you can in this matter? Yes, I 
do. ‘ 1245.
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12-45. Bo you not think it is reasonable for us to assume that you can remember the names of the mem 
who you say raised a doubt as to the safety of the mine ? Ko.
124G. Do you not think it strange that you should not remember ? No, X do not. 2 June 1886,
12-17. Ton have been at all the miners meetings being Secretary, I suppose. How long did you hold the ' 
position of Secretary ? About nine months. ‘ *
1248. Was not this question of danger incurred in the workings at Terndalo ever brought up at any of 
these miners' meetings ? X have heard of danger being spoken of in the reports.
124b. Was it ever discussed in connection with the reports? Tes, it has been discussed.
1250. Chairman.] What kind of danger was referred in the report ? The fact of there being a bad roof, 
and insuflieient timber in the bords.
VIZI. Mr. Davies^] My question was as to the danger of the mine being flooded? Ton put a general 
question, as X understood it.
1252. Do you say that a discussion took place at any of these miners' meetings as to the danger of working 
under these swamps ? No ; I uever meant you to understand that.
1253. Nothing was said about sand and clay coining down in this first fall ? I have heard that spoken 
of, but cannot remember where.
1254. Where are tbo Check Inspectors’ reports now, do you knoiv ? No ; 1 sent them on to tke General 
Secretary.
1255. Mr. Dune.'] Do you know if any men left the colliery sometime previous to the accident for fear
of something of this kind happening? No. *
125G. Mr. Jonas.'] Do you know whether any special care was taken to protect the lives of the men in 
consequence of that first fall having taken place? No ; I cannot say that I do.
1257. Do you know of a barricade being erected there? There was a stopping put up, but I could not 
say for what purpose.
1258. You are aware that stoppings were put up in that particular locality ? Yes.
1.259. And you never inquired as to the cause or reason ? No.
12G0. Do you think that in driving the bords special care was taken on the part of the manager ? Yes ; 
it looked as if special care was taken to drive the dip bords 4 yards.
12G1. H/r. Curley.] IV ho was entrusted with the Check Inspectors’ reports that you speak about ? I sent 
them wrapped up in an envelope to the General Secretary, "
12G2, How long was that ago ? Some time ago ; about the time of the co-operative case.
12G3 Has there been any report since ihen? XYs, there was one taken since then, but it was not
adopted.
12G4 Jilr. DaviesJ\ Why was it not adopted? The principal reason was, that it was not considered a fair 
rcpoit, nsan accident had occurred and broken down one of the doors; and Die miners took into con
sideration that the door was broken down through an accident, and it was not considered a report fair to 
the management.
1265-G. Was it; signed by the Inspectors? Yes.
1267. Is this book not kept in Die Company’s office? Yes.
12G8. Has it been taken out of the Company’s office at all? I do not know,
1209. Is Die one sent to the district officer the same as that kept in Die Company’s office? Yes.
1.270. Is this (produced) the book you refer to? Yes.
1271. Arc these the actual signatures of the Inspectors? Yes; those are the original reports. I may say 
that the reason of the report not being taken right was on account of the water being down in the lower 
part of the pit, and Die Inspectors could not get there. That was down close to Die fall—what they call 
the main heading. I was working there myself.
1272. Chairman.] Where did tlie water come from? From the roof. It was raining down from every 
part. That is the reason the reports were not taken.
1273. I suppose where it. rained in was at or about the extremity of the workings? Yes.
1274. That is not an unusual tiling? No.

The witness withdrew.
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Thomas Cunliff sworn and examined:—
1275. Chairman.] You are a miner? Yes, a coal-miner. Mr.
127G. How long have you been engaged in mining? About forly years. T. Cunliff,
3277. How long were yon employed at Ferndale? Scarcely two years before the water came iu, r——
12/S. In what portion of the colliery have you worked? Well, I have worked in the greater part of it. “ June, 1886) 
I never worked hack of where this fall took place.
1279. Did you.work in the locality where this disaster occurred? So far as I can ascertain, yes.
1280. At Die time of the fall-in, how far were you working from it? About 200 or 300 yards.
1281. In what direction? I was down at the bottom end of Die workings at the time when the water 
came in.
1282. Down near the engine-shaft? Further down than that.
1283. "When you worked down near the fall, what was the width of Die herds there? I drove one 6 yards 
and one 4 yards.
1284. What was the general width? 8 yards.
1285. Why were these bords driven so narrow? I cannot tell. The top was a little soft next to the
coal. .
328G. Did you ever bear the manager or the overman express an opinion on the subject, or give a reason 
why the bords were driven so narrow'? No; I simply got my orders.
1287. Did you form any opinion of your own as to why these bords should be driven 6 yards and 4 yards?
No more than what I have said—that there was some soft stuff on top of the coal.
1288. How much of this soft stuff was there on the top of the coal? About G or 7 inches. -
1288 a, And do you think that would be a sufficient reason for working the bords so narrow, simply because 
there was 6 inches o£ soft stuff on the top of the coni, I am speaking to jou as an old miner, 3}o you 
trunk that a sufficient reason? We were going near the crop, and 1 suopose it was thought that was as 
near as we ought to work them. *

1289.
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1289. Do you know what was overJying this 6 inches of soft stuff? Some of it seemed to bo pretty hard, 
a kind of solid roof such as you would find in all the mines. 

it 'j^”e 1290. Was there much timber put in? Wo had as much timber as wc wanted.
w ’ ’ 1291. Was it single or double timbering? Wc put both single and double timber in.

1292. And did you put double timber in to keep up this G inches of soft stuff ? That would very often 
came down with the coal.
.1298. Did you require timber above that? It all required timbering.
1291'. Were you paid for putting in timber? Yes, on the road—Is. Gd. a set.
1295. Then it would pay you to put timber in? Well, for my part I would rather have done without it.
1296. Could you put the timber in where you liked? Yes; it was to keep us safe.
1297. Did the deputy have anything to say in it? The deputy would order timber to be put iu if there 
was evidence of a want of safety.
1298. I suppose for the most part you would exercise your own discretion? YYs.
1299. Was there any water iu the G-ynrd and 1-yard bords that you worked in? ]STo.
1300. Did you drive to the crop? Ko.
1301. Did you in any instance drive to the sand or clay, that is, to the outcrop? No.
1302. Were you aware when you were working in that 8-yard bord near the fall that you were under the 
tidal swamps ? No. I thought we were going in that direction; but I did not know exactly where we 
were.
1303. Did you anticipate any danger as likely to arise from working under these swamps ? No.
1304. Have yon ever heard anyone either in or out of the mine express an opinion that there was danger? 
No.
1305. You are quite sure about that ? Yes.
130G. Do you know that a fall took place abont twelve ar fifteen months ago, a few chains away from
the scene of the accident ? I believe that was before I wont to Ferndale, but I have heard it spoken
about.
1307. Did you see the hole in the surface? Yes, after the late fall-in, but not before.
1308. You never saw any heading that had been driven to the outcrop ? No.
1309. J/r. Cur1mj.~] How much of that G-yard bord did you drive? About 18 or 20 yards.
1310. What was the width of the bord when you turned it away ? Six yards.
1311. What was the nature of the facings in that bord after working the coal? We generally got thin 
facings, about 18 inches or 2 feet.
1312. Did you ever meet with a grayback going up that bord ? No; I never saw a grayback. '
1313. Did you ever meet with any unusual facings ? No; not different from any other coal.
1314. Chairman,'] Were the facings any different there from what they were hack towards the winding- 
shaft ? No.
1315. Mr. Davies.] Were there any cracks in the roof going up ? Yes, sometimes there would be a bit 
of a crack.
1316. Nothing unusual ? No.
1317. J/r. Jones.] Then do you think every care for the safety of the men was taken by tbc manager ? 
Yes, all due care was taken while .1 was there.
1318. Mr. Turnbull.] Did you ever travel in any of the back places where the soft stuff had fallen, so ns 
lo sec the hard rock ? Yes, 1 have seen it.
1319. Did you ever see any open pdaees in the rock ? No.
1320. Did you ever see any water coming out of the bottom in the hard rock ? No.
1321. Chairman.] What part of the world were yon engaged in mining previous to your coining to this 
Colony ? In Lancashire.

The witness withdrew.
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Mr.
T, Cunliff.

Isaac Hadfield sworn and examined.
Chairman!] Have you been engaged in coal-mining ? Yes,
For how long ? For sixteen years.
In what parts ? In Durham and Lancashire (England) and in this Colony.
How long were you working in Ferndale Colliery ? For three or four months.
In what parts of Ferndale have you worked ? Pretty well all over the colliery.
Were you engaged near the fall-in that took place on the 18th of March last? Not at the time 

it did fall in. _
1328. Did you at any time ? I turned a bord there about two bords away from the fall, I had just 
turned it away when the cavil was up.
1329. What width was the bord ? It was 4 yards, and I laid it out lo 6 yards.
1330. Was-there any water coming through the top ? No, it was quite dry.
1331. What kind of a roof had you ? Well, next to the coal it was like coal and jerry mixed; a kind of 
soft stuff. There was about half a yard of black stone lying on the coal.
1332. What did it fall to ? A harder kind of stuff, or yellow stone.
1333. Was it rock post? No,
1334. Did it require timbering ? Yes, in places.
1335. Did you put in any double timber ? Yes.
1336. Who directed you to do that? The boss, Mr. Powell. The overman lias been in and ordered it. 
It was the customary thing in that colliery to do so.
1337. Did you think it was necessary ? Of course. I was not compelled to put them in unless I thought 
it was necessary.
1338. You were paid for it of course ? Yes.
1339. When yon were down in that quarter where you turned away the bord, did you consider that you 
were working under those swamps where fhe tide swept over ? No.
1340. Did you ever hear anyone say anything about it ? No.
1341. Not at that time or up to the date of the disaster ? No.
1342. Either in the mine or out of it? No, never.
1343. Mr. Davies.] Had you colliery rules at Ferndalo ? Yes.

Mr. i qpo 

I. Hadfield. ^3

„ C------- * 1324.
2 .Tunc, 1880. ^325

1326.
1327.

1344.
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134i. Wore they given out to the men ? I had a copy given to me ; I can only speak for myself,
1315. Mr. Turnbull.'] You say you were at Ferndale Colliery for three years ? Yes.
1316. Have you ever been in the back places where that soft stuff felt down ? Yes.
1317. Did you ever notice whether there were any open faces going through the hard stuff at any 
time ? No.
1318. Did you ever notice any water coming from the bottom ? No ; I never saw any.
1340. Mr. Xcihort.] Then yon knew nothing about the strata until the day of the accident, and then you 
were in such a, hurried state that you could not take notice P Yes. A man who has to work hard in the 
pit has not much time to take notice of these things.
1350. Mr. Curley^ Did you, after the accident had occurred, go to where the fall-in had taken place? Yes.
1351. What did it look like? Well, it had broken straight down ; it was bigger at the bottom than at
the to]): and about 20 feet up there was a piece hanging about 6 or 7 feet thick ; the bole at the top was
about 11'cet by 5. My calculation was that the stone was between 20 and 30 feet thick. The fall took 
place in the inward bord.
1352. Which way did it fall—across the boixl ? It fell all the way across the bord, from the commence
ment np to the centre, and broke down botli sides of the bord.
1353. How many yards? It would bo 8 yards from the beading to the far end of the fall.
1351. And the roof had fallen all that distance ? Yes.
1355- Mr. Davies.] Have you any complaint to make as to neglect of the management for the safety of 
the men r No.
1356. Do you think due attention'was paid by the management to secure the safety of the miners? Yes.
1357. And you have no complaint to make in any way ? No.
1358. Mr. Jones.] Are you aware of barricades being erected in that locality to prevent the inflow of 
alluvial deposits or water ? No.
1356. Would that indicate to your mind the nature of the fall ? I do not understand the question.
1360. Qhairmnn.] Supposing ;i barricade or stopping to be put in, of solid timber—say 12 inches thick— 
do you think that would be suflieient to prevent water, from such a fall, coming down, as that which 
occurred in March last ? No, I do not.
13GJ. That is to say. it might have slopped a running of clay or sand, but that water coming in would 
force it away P Yes.
1362. Mr. Jones.} Arc you aware of any dams having boon put in ? No: 1 am nut aware of any dams 
having been put in. ' ’

The witness withdrew.

Mr.
I. Hadfield.

2 June, 1880

James Murray sworn and examined :—
1363. Chairman.] You are a coal-miner ? Yes,
1361. How long have you been engaged in coal-mining ? For thirteen years.
1365. In what collieries have you worked? In the A.A. Company’s and Ferndale.
1360. How long did you work at Ferndale ? About three years.
.1367. In what portions of Ferndale Colliery did you work? Somewhere aboutwhere the fall-in took place. 
1368. In what particular bord or bords did you work ? I think it was No. 33, but 1 do not exactly 
remember tbc number of (be bord.
1366. What was the width of your bord ? S yards.
1370. What kind of roof was there ? It was a black kind of “ baudy” stone.
1371. What thickness was it? I cannot tell exactly, as none of it came down when 1 was there.
1372. Did you ever sec any rock or conglomerate in any part of it ? No.
1373. Was there any water from the roof or thill? There was a little in the bottom, but none in the roof.
1371. Did it require much timbering ? Not a great extent, but we timbered up very well.
1375. What do you mean. Did you consider it safe to work in that way in that part of the mine ? Yes;
I considered it safe.
1376. Were you aware that that part of the mine was made a tidal swamp ? No, I was not.
1377. Did you ever hear any conversation pass between any of the miners as to tbc position of tbo work
ings there, either in the mine or out of it ? No.
1378. You do not know that any of the miners anticipated danger? No; 1 did not anticipate any 
whatever.
1379. And you never heard any expression of opinion on the matter? No.
1380. Did you know that a fall had taken place about twelve or fifteen months ago a short distance from 
the last fall ? I did not know until the last fall took place.
.1.381. Did you ever work in any of the bords or headings that were driven up to or near the outcrop?
On one occasion wc drove towards the crop. It was bad coal, and we were stopped. We did not have
the privilege of driving to the crop.
1382. I suppose you mean it would have been a privilege on account of the coal being soft? Yes; hut 
the coal would not have been marketable, and so wc were slopped.
1383. Did you ever see any stoppings or barricades put in in any part towards the crop? No, not to my 
knowledge.
1381. You never saw any timber barricades or dams erccicd with tbc view of stopping water or sand from 
running down ? No ; 1 never saw anything of the kind.
1385. Did you consider it a, safe mine to work in ? I did, in all respects.
1386. Mr. Turnbull.] Did yon ever, in travelling the back places which had been worked, notice any 
fissures in the rock at the top or bottom ? No.
1387. No joints or open places, I mean? No.
1388. Mr. Curley] Were the facings very free and open in the coal that you worked in that locality? No.
1389. Did you ever meet with any “ gray-bucks ” there ? No, only slips here and there in the coal,

' The witness withdrew.

Mr. J.Murrny 

2 June, 188G.
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George Spencer sworn and examined:—
Mr.G.Spencer 1390. Q}iairman^ You are a coal-miner ? Yes.

1391. How long have you been a coal-miner? I have been engaged in coal-mining about twelve months, 
one, -1392. 'Where? Were you working at Pern dale ? I was working near the fall—in No. 3'J bord. 

1393. What width did you drive your bord ? Eight yards wide,
1394’. At what width ditl you turn it away ? I never turned it away.
1395. What sort of a roof is it ? A kind of shale.
1396. What thickness was it ? About a foot; and above that was a kind of gray stuff.
1397. Was it hard ? No; it was neither hard nor soft.
1398. ‘Would it stand with timber? No.
1399. Eid you double-timber your bord ? Yes.
1400. Were you paid extra for double timbering? Yes.
1401. Was there any water in your bord from tho roof or the thill ? No; it was quite a dry bord ?
1402. Eid you consider it was altogether safe? Ye?.
1403. Have you been in any of the bords near that in which you worked? Yes.
1404. Were you aware that this bard of yours was under the tidal swamps? No.
1405. You know what I mean ? Yes, I know what you mean. But I never heard that 3" was working 
under the tidal swamp.
1406. Eid you ever hear anyone make any remarks about tho workings of Ferndalc being under the 
tidal swamps ? No.
1407. Then, had you known that you were working under the tidal swamps, would it have raised any 
doubts in your mind as to the safety or otherwise of your position ? J. thought 1 was quite safe myself.
1408. Eid you know of that fall that occurred about twelve or fifteen months ago a few chains from 
the last fall-in ?■ No; 1. was not in the district at that lime.
1409. And you never heard about it ? No, not until lately.
1410. Supposing that you had known of the fall (hat took place twelve or fifteen months ago, would it 
have raised any doubts in your mind as to the safety or otherwise of this particular part of the mine ? 
No, I do not think it would. 'Where T was working I considered it perfectly safe.
1411. Eid you ever hear anyone make a remark as to that portion of the mine not being perfectly safe? No.
1412. Eid you ever work to the outcrop in those workings ? No.
1413. .How far from tho outcrop did you work ? I cannot say.
1414. Eid you ever see any place that had been driven to the outcrop? No, never.
1415. Eid you ever see barricades, stoppings, or anything of that kind put into the headings? No.
1416. Eid you ever hear anyone say they had seen anything of that kind ? No,
1417. Eid you ever see anv water coming from the top or thill in the places where vou worked in h’ern-
dale ? No.
14LS. Eid you ever see any water coming from the coal ? .lust a little, that’s all.
1419. Just “ bleeding” ? Yes.
1420. Mr. N<iihon.~\ The water that you saw coming from the bord was nothing more than you might 
expect to meet with in connection with any mining operations ? No. There was nothing to suggest 
danger to my mind.
1421. .Hid yon have plenty of timber? Yes ; we were securely timbered, and always had a good supply.
1422. Mr. Jones.'] Was the width of the bords confined usually to 8 yards ? Yes, those that 1 worked in
were.
1423. Mr, Citrh-u.] Do vou It now what width the bord vou worked in was turned away from the licadinj?
I cannot say. ' ' "

The witness withdrew.
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Thomas Berry sworn and examined :—
Mr. T. Perry. 1424. Chairman?] You are a coal-miner? Yes, a shifter.

1425. How long have you been following that occupation ? For over forty years.
2 Jime, 1886. p.j,20i How long did you work at I'cmdale? About five months, and I then left to better myself. I 

went to work at Stockton.
1427. Where were you working in Ferndale? I was working in various directions.
1428. Were you working near where the fall-in took place ? Yes. t
1429. Bid you anticipate any danger in connection with those workings ? No. not in the slightest whilst 
I was there.
1430. Eid you know that many bords in the headings were under the tidal swamps ? Yes.
1431. Eid you express an opinion at any time, as to there being danger through working under those 
tidal swamps ? No, I did not.
1432. Not to anyone ? No.
1433. Eid you ever hoar anyone express an opinion to that effect ? No.
1434. Eid you ever hear any conversation on the matter? No.
1435. What was the nature of the roof in the immediate proximity of tho fall ? It was a kind of mix
ture—a sort of bastard rock.
1436. About what thickness ? About IS inches of soft stuff was there.
1437. What was above that ? This bastard rock was above that.
1438. Eid it require timbering ? Yes, we used to put in single and double sets of timber.
1439. Eid you think it was necessary ? Well, yes ; I thought it was as well to put in extra timber.
1440. But it was not on account of tbe extra weight of the stuff ? No, not particularly.
1441. Mr. Thomas?] You put it in to prevent it starting at all ? Yes.
1442. Eid any water come from the roof or the pavement of the coal ? No ; there might be drops here 
and there, but nothing considerable.
1443. Knowing what lias occurred down in the vicinity of the full-in, and as a practical miner, would vou 
consider it safe mining to work m the manner that they were working the coal iu that direction ? Well, 
I did not consider there was any danger there at all. Tho bords were only driven 6 yards wide,
1444. Were there any bords driven less than 6 yards wide? Ye?, there was one bord of 4 yards in width.
1445. But were there not some driven 8 yards ? Yes, there were, further down the workings.

1446.
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14iG. Did you ever see any of them more than 8 yards wide? No, I did not.
1447. you have been, as a shifter, in some of the old bords, from which the timber has been taken ? I 
have not travelled in the back workings.
144S. Mr, Turnbull.] Did you ever notice the hard rock coming down close io the coal ? No.
1440. Mr. Jones.] Ton state that you saw little drops of water coming from the roof iu the neighbour
hood of where the fall-in took place ? No, not in that direction, but further down.
1450. Did it never occur to your mind that that was an indication of a probable fall to the surface ? No.
1451. And you never anticipated any danger? No.
1452. Mr. JJavias.] How long bad you been away from Fora dale when the fall took place ? About 
two months.
1453. Are you quite sure that you never slated to anyone at Stockton that the reason why you left 
Ferndale was that you Ihought there was danger there ? No. If any man has stated that bring him to

Mr. T. Perrv.

2 June, 18S6.

me.
1454. Did you ever make this statement to Henry Jones ? No. I did speak lo him, but told him that 
the best colliery I overworked in for timber was Ferndale, and I always gave agood name to Powell.
1455. Never mind that. Did you not make a statement to one Jones that tbe cause of your leaving 
Ferndale was that you were afraid of your life ? No.
1456. You never expressed any fear of danger there ? No, and I never spoke to anyone excepting Jones.
1457. You are quite sure ? 1 am perfectly sure.
1458. Then you state decidedly that you never saw any danger, so far as your experience went, in this 
mine ? Yes; I never saw any danger,
1459. Did yon hear of any dams being erected in Ferndale? No, not while I was there.

The witness withdrew'.

Joseph Jack email sworn and examined:—
1460. Chainnmii] Arc you a coal-miner? Yes.
1461. How long have you bce.u thus engaged ? About three years.
1462. You were working at Ferndale Colliery ? Yes.
1463. In what capacity were you engaged there ? I was last working there as a road-man.
1464. A\That were your duties as a road-man ? Mostly keeping tho roads clear, and occasionally helping
the lads on with the skips.
1-465. Did you ever assist in putting in any barricades or stoppings? Yes.
1466. In what part? Well, there wore two headings working up together—that is, in the same place, 
and we put a stopping in there.
1467. What was the nature of the stuff that fell there ? It was a kind of a mixture.
1403. Was there any sand or shells there ? No, not where I put the stopping. _ _
1469. What kind of a stopping was it? We put in props and sleepers, and filled in stuff behind it.
1470. What did you put in behind the sleepers ? Wo put in tho biuo clay.
1471. For what purpose was the stopping put in ? I believe it; was supposed to he in a sort of swamp,
and they were fearful lest it should go back and stop the other workings.
1472. Did you hear the manager, or the overman, or the deputy, say that it was put in to prevent the
water coming in ? No, I did not; at least, I do not think so. _ _ _
1473. Was there a barricade erected on the other side, and if so, what kind of a barricade was it? It 
was an ordinary stopping. Sand came down there.
1474. Did much sand come down? Yes, there was a good bit, and also shells.
1475. Was there any clay ? No.
1476. Do you know of any other stopping that was put up in that direction ? No.
1477. Was there any stopping further down from them? Yes; a stopping was put up further down,
1478. What was the object of putting it up ? It was done with the object of regulating the air-course.
1479. Mr. Curley.] Who was engaged with you in putting up this stopping ? Eichard Cotterill.
1480. Chairman'.-] Do you know where he is now? He is working, 1 believe, at a small colliery at
War a tab. _
1481. Who gave you instructions to build these stoppings? The- manager's son, Mr. Joseph Powell.
1482. Did he explain why you were to put them in ? Yes ; he told me what I have stated to you—it was 
to prevent tho fall going back any further.
14S3. Mr. Curley.] Did you notice any water coming iu at these stoppings ? Yes, T noticed a little water 
coming through.
1484. Chairman.] Did you ever hear anyone express an opinion that it was dangerous to work under 
those swamps ? Yes, many a man has said so.
1485. What did they say ? They said it was a dangerous place to work in.
1486. Who were they ? Well, if I were to start and write them down I do not know when I should
finish. i
1487. We will not trouble you to write (hem—all you have got to do is to tell us their names? Well,
there was the man I worked with, Cotterill. _
1488. We cannot allow you to make statements of a general character like that—you must mention their
names ? I have mentioned one’; I. cannot name any more. You can put it down to a mistake, if you like. 
I know that I have heard men say it was dangerous. I recollect Cotterill speaking to me, because I was 
always working with him. _
1489. Mr. Neilson^] Surely you must recollect some of tho men who spoke to you about this matter, and
with whom you were in daily communication? X cannot think of any of those that spoke to me about 
it except tbe one 1 have mentioned. _
1400, Chairman.] Are you on friendly terms with Cotlerill ? I believe 1 was when I worked with him.
1491. But arc you on friendly terms with him now ? So far as 1 am concerned, yes.
1492. Have you never had a quarrel ? No. ^

The witness then withdrew, having been reprimanded by the President for bis evident unwilling
ness to give straightforward evidence.

M. J.
Jackvrtnan. 

2 Juni;, 1886.

671—E 1493.



842

Si HOYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

Cornelius Pclers sworn and examined :—
Mr. C. Peters. 1493. Chairman.What is your occupation ? I am a coal-miner.
_/'"'■'-‘'-""■n X494i. How long have you been engaged in that occupation ? About forty-five vears.

June, 1886.1495, Where have you been employed during the time you mention? In Wales mostly ; since I came to 
the Colony I have been employed in the Newcastle District.
1496. How long were you employed in Ferndale ? Three years.
1497. In what portion of the mine did you work? In different bords, wherever we were cavilled.
1498. At tbe time of the late disaster, where were you working ? In wkat they call the soft coal.
1499. In what particular bord or heading ? The twenty-ninth bord was the last I was cavilled into.
1500. How far was that from the fall-in? Not far; I do not exactly know where the fall-in is; I was 
told by the deputy afterwards.
1501. What distance do you think your working place was from where tho deputy told you tbe fall-in 
took place ? I suppose it would be about GO yards.
1502. What was tbe width of the bord you were working in ? Six yards.
1503. Was that the usual width of the bords in that colliery ? In that particular part it was.
1504. What was the width of tho bords in other parts of the colliery ? Eight’yards.
1505. Why were you driving 6-yard bords in that locality ? ] suppose it was because tho roof was bad.
1506. You suppose; but you know, as a matter of fact, that it was bad? I know the roof was 
had; as a matter of fact, the roof was bad nearly all over Ferndale.
1507. What was the nature of the roof where you were working ? It was of a mixed character.
1508. Was it shale, or rock, or what? It was a kind of mullookyr stuff.
1509. Do you know what thickness it was ? No. ’
1510. Did you ever see any conglomerate where you were working, or near there ? No, not where wo 
worked.
1511. Did it fall up to the rock or post? Sometimes it would fall a little, and there would be some solid 
above it.
1512. Did you put in more timber there than in other parts of the colliery ? All tho men did not timber 
the same ; some of them put in exira timber. Every man was supposed to secure himself.
1513. Did you put in auy extra timber ? Yes.
1514. Double timber ? Fes. We timbered our bord in a different style to the regular run of the miners.
1515. Did you consider the bords safe with the amount of timber you used to put in ? Yes, perfectly
safe. '
1516. Was there any water coming iu your bord ? I never saw anv iu that particular part of the mine.
1517. It was quite dry ? Yes. “
1518. Were you aware that you were working uudci’what is called the tidal swamps, that is, the salt 
water? 'Well, I was aware that the tide came up over where we were working, but I was not aware of 
any creek being there ; I thought we were under tbe tidal swamps by tbe distance we went underground.
1519. Did you anticipate any danger from that knowledge ? No, not in the least,
.1520. Did you ever hear anyone express any fear of there being auy danger ? No ; and I never felt safer 
in any colliery in my life.
1521. Did you know about a fall that took place about fifteen months ago ? No ; but L beard about it 
since the late accident.
1522. Did you work in any heading that struck the crop ? Yes; I worked one heading as far as it went; 
the manager stopped it.
1523. What heading was that? It was in this crop coal.
1524. What was the name of the heading? 1 cannot tell you that.
1525. Had you a mate ? Yes; he was in the fourth bord at tbe time ; I was working in the heading.
1526. When you drove to the crop, what did you meet with ? A\rc did not work out the coal; it was soft 
coal to the crop, and the manager stopped us.
1527. Mr. Thomas Is it customary to double-timber the stalls ? It was customary in that mine, where 
tho roof was bad ; in a considerable portion of tbe mine they used to double-timber across the road.
1528. Did you not consider that you were running a risk of some kind? Not at all. That was done to 
keep the men safe. In some places it was not necessary to double-timber ; it was left to the men.
1529. Mr. Turnbull."] AY as it customary, when you came to soft coal, to stop the places up ? Yes.
1530. What width were the bords driven .in the soft coal ? I never saw one go more than 6 yards.
1531. Did you ever see one driven into the sand ? No.
1532. Or into the soft coal? Not that I am aware of. They were stopped before we went right through. 
I never saw them go through anything that was not marketable.
1533. Mr. Gurley.] AYas there auy conversation between you and auy of the workmen, or did you hear 
auy conversation among the workmen, with reference to any danger to bo apprehended from working 
under the tidal water? 1 never heard any of the men express an opinion on the subject;. .1 never had 
any fear of working in Ferndale at all,
1634. AVere you in the mine when the accident happened ? Yes.
1535. AYhat was your impression when you heard the water was in the mine ? i knew where the water 
came from when 1 saw the direction from which it was coming,
1536. You thought it was coming from the tidal waters ? Yes. Dntil then I never had a suspicion that 
there was danger in Ferndale.
1537. Have you ever noticed any other falls in this mine ? AArell, 1 have seen bords fall in, but nothing 
to cause any alarm,
1538. Did you ever see any water conic from those falls ? No.
1539. AVere you aware that the mine was making a large quantity of water ? Yes ; but it did not come 
from the roof, it came from the floor.
1540. Although you knew you were working under the tidal waters, and that the mine was making a 
large accumulation of water, this was iu no way a/source of alarm to you ? It was not making water to 
a large extent in that portion of the mine where I wi&s working.
1541. But you knew (that the mine was making wafer, and that yon were working under these tidal 

-■swamps, and yet y<«u apprehended no danger ? None whatever.
1542.
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lt)42. Mr. Dames.'] I place great reliance upon your testimony, Mr. Peters, as I know you are an old Mr.0, Peter*, 
and experienced pitman; do you really mean to say that you apprehended no danger in Pern dale ? None 
whatever. ® June, 1886.
1543. And you think every care was taken by the manager for your safety ? Tea, every care was taken.
1544. Did any conversation take place between you and the other men as to the danger of working under 
these swamps F No.
1545. Mr. Thomas.] You were constantly supplied with all the timber you required? Tes.
1546. Mr. Davies^] Were you paid for putting up this extra timber ? Tes.
1547. And you were never stinted by tbe manager as to timber ? No. The men got so much a set for 
every set put up, and it was left to the men’s own option.
154S. Did you consider the payment sufficient? Yes.
1549. Mr. JonesWas the rule as to the width of the bords—G yards or S yards, as tbe case might be— 
strictly enforced ? Tes.
1550. What would happen if a man exceeded S yards? He was reprimanded, and his bord chalked off.
1551. Then this double timber was to support the roof above the coal and below the conglomerate ? Tes.
1552. Did you ever know water to issue from the jerry or coal in the bord, and stop the working placea 
for some considerable time P I have heard that certain headings had to be stopped for lack of sufficient 
pumping, and tbe men could not work in them for some time.
1553. llow long is it since you heard of the last of such cases ? There was a pair of special headings 
put in there some time ago, and it was said that they were stopped for want of pumping, and they got a 
new pump, and started again.
1554. With the knowledge and belief that you were working under tidal water, and with such an amount 
of water in the mine, did you not apprehend any danger ? 1 never saw water in my bord. That which I 
have spoken of was more to the dip workings.

The witness withdrew.
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THURSDAY, 3 JUNE, 1886.

present:—
J. M. K. ROBERTSON, Esq,, President.

Mb. USHER,
Me. THOMAS 
Me. NEILSON,
Mr. TURNBULL,

Mr. DURIE.

Me. SWINBURN, 
Me. CURLEY, 
Me. JONES,
Me. DAVIES,

Chas. Swectland sworn and examined:—
1555. President.] I believe you arc Manager of the Commercial Banking Company here? Tes. Mr.
1556. Are you part owner of the Eerndalo Colliery ? Tes, I am one of the proprietors. C. Sweetland.
1557. Did yon take any active part in the management of your colliery ? No ; I only took a commercial
interest in the business. J June, 1886.
1558. To whom did you relegnie the practical management of the colliery ? To Mr. Powell, the manager.
1559. Did you exercise any control over him with regard to his management of tho mine? No.
1560. Did Mr. Fletcher, the Minister for Mines, take any active part in tho management of Ferndale 
Colliery ? No, he did not.
1561. Did any of the proprietors of Ferndale Colliery visit the workings of that mine ? No, not to my 
knowledge.
1552. Some time ago, had you a conversation with Mr. Crondace with respect to the workings of Fern- 
dale? Yes.
1563. To what purpose was that conversation ? I thought that the getting price of the coal was too 
much, and I spoke to him with respect to it.
1564. Did you suggest anything of this kind to Mr. Fletcher ? It was known to Mr. Fletcher.
1565. Did you consult him (Mr. Croudace)? 'Well, I asked him to have a look at tho mine, and give ns 
some idea as to what was best to he done to keep down the getting price of the coal,
1566. And accordingly, did ho visit Ferndale ? Yes.
1567. And did he report to you ? Tes. ■
1568. Have you got that report ? Tes,
1569. Can you produce it ? Tes.

[Report produced.]
1570. Before visiting Ferndale, did Mr. Croudace indicate to you any price at which you ought to produce
the coal ? Tes, he did. ‘
1571. What price did he say you ought to pay ? He said we ought to be able to get the coal to market 
for 9s. per ton.
1572. Ton stated a price, I suppose. Did he fully understand the price you paid for cost of workingand
traction ? Yes. 1
1573. And having that information, became to the conclusion that you ought not to pay more than 9s. 
a ton ? Tes.
1574. Were you of the same opinion ? Well, I only hoped we should bo able to do it.
1575. And receiving such an opinion from Mr. Croudace, you considered it your duty to ask him to visit 
the mine ? Tes.

1576,
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m.
C. Swootland

3 June, 188P

1570, And lie accordingly did visit the mine, and produced the report addressed to the proprietor of tho 
• Ferndale Colliery dated March, the 25th ? Tes.

[Report read.]
*1577. Did any other communication pass he tween you and Mh. Crondace on this matter? Tes; we had 

some verbal communication on the matter.
1578. To what purport? With respect to his taking the consulting management of the mine.
1579. Well, on receiving his report, did yon understand that he could still reduce the working expenses 
to the sum you have mentioned ? Tes.
1580. And acting upon that belief, you entered into negotiations as to Mr. Croudace tailing tbe con
sulting managership ? Tes ; he undertook to do what was necessary for £o a week.

[Letter from Mr. Croudace, dated August 3rd, was here read.]
1581. Did Mr. Croudace explain to you how he proposed to carry on the colliery with an overman, or how 
an overman would be sufficient for his purposes Y No.
1582. Well, on receipt of this letter, did you entertain the proposals made by Mr. Croudace ? No; we 
did not see that Mr. Croudace could attend to the colliery as he proposed, without some responsible man 
always on the spot, and we did not sec our way to give him £6 a week for occasional visits to the mine,
1583. Did you or any of your partners have any conversation with Mr. Croudace as to the manner in 
which he proposed to reduce the working expenses ? Only in the direction which ho indicates himself.
1584. Do you know whether Mr. .Fletcher and Mr. Croudace consulted on this matter? I do not; hut 
they may have done.
1585. Mr. Fletcher is, of course, a gentleman of experience in coal-mining. Do you know whether he 
considered that Mr, Croudace would be likely to materially reduce tbe working expenses of Ferndale ? I 
can hardly say that; he never expressed himself to that effect in my presence.
15SG. At all events tho proprietors satisfied themselves that Mr. Croudace could not reduce the working 
expenses to the extent indicated by him? Well, I suppose that is what it amounts to. We did not think 
it worth while to give him £5 per week, which is what lie stipulated to receive.
1587. Were you aware that the north and the south-east portions of the Ferndale property were under
and approaching the tidal swamps ? 1 was aware that they were under the low-lying land.
1588. That is to say that the workings were covered by the high water ? No ; I did not know that; I 
was not aware that the workings were covered by the high water, except when the accident happened.
1589. Do you think Mr. Croudace was aware of it, he having inspected the underground workings ? Tes, 
I should think so, certainly.
1590. And did you gather from this that Mr. Croudace did not anticipate any danger through prosecuting 
these workings ? Tes, certainly.
1591. And knowing that these workings were comparatively shallow, as they were, ho proposed to do away 
with a responsible manager, and carry on these workings with an overman ; do you think, in the light of 
subsequent events, that Mr. Croudace fully understood the force of such a proposal ? Tes, I think he did.
1592. And that he knew exactly the position of these workings being under a tidal swamp? Tes.
1593. Did you iu any way stint your manager, Mr. Powell, as to bis expenditure for materials to carry on 
the work of the colliery ? No ; not in any way whatever.
1594. Ton arc aware that the expenditure for timber was unusually high ? Tes.
1595. Did Mr, Powell explain to you the reason wrhy this was so? 1 remember him saying that the 
nature of the ground was such as to require extra timbering.
1599. And you were perfectly satisfied with his management? Tes ; lie did what he liked. Mr. Fletcher 
had perfect confidence in him.
1597. Having considered this communication from Mr. Croudace, and wdth the knowledge you possessed 
of your manager, you preferred to retain the services of the man you knew to the man you had not tried ? 
Tes
1598. Mr. NeihonY] Did Mr. Croudace not report to you about Ferndale working under the tidal water? 
No.
1699. In your private conversations, did he not mention it? No.
1600. Did Mr. Croudace never, in conversation, refer to the danger of working under these tidal swamps ? 
No; and I was not aware that we were working under the tidal waters,
1601. Mr. Usher.] Had you any further report from Mr. Croudace? No ; he sent a report unasked by 
the Company ; but that is since the accident.
1602. Mr. JjariesY] How often did your Board meet ? Once a week.
1603. And the reports from your manager were presented in due course ? Tes.
1604. Can you furnish the Commission with the copies? Tes.
1605. AVhat part did Mr. James Fletcher, junior, take in connection with the mine? He went round 
occasionally, I believe, and advised Mr. Powell.
1606. Did Mr. Fletcher, senior, have anything to do with the operations of the mine? No: he took no
active part in it at all. '
1607. Mr. CurJei/.] Was Mr. Powell present at ymur Board meetings? Occasionally; he was called in
when we wanted some practical information. "
1608. Did he ever refer to the tidal water going over a certain portion of the workings of the mine? No ; 
he did not.
1609. Supposing he has made an admission that the owners of the colliery had a knowledge of this fact, is 
it correct ? Personally I have no knowledge of it. It was not said at any of the Board meetings.
1610. President.] Did Mr. Crondace, in any conversation with the proprietors, suggest any special mode
of winning the coal at Penidale, to the south-east and east? He tug^ested that we ought to sink a shaft 
to the dip. °
1611. Mr. Usher.] Can you tell the Commission the total value of the property underground—the iron 
rails, skips, timber, Ac., in the mine? J believe it has been put down at £1,000; hut 1 am not acquainted 
with the cost of these things.
1612' Mr. Curley.] When this accident occurred, I suppose Mr. Powell at once communicated with the 
owners ? I suppose he did ; 1 was in New Zealand at the time.

The witness withdrew.

Archibald
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Archibald G-ardincr sivorn and examined :—
1GIS. President.} You are the manager of the Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery ? Yes.
1014. Have you had any opportunity of specially inspecting the I'enidale Colliery f Ko.
1G15. Do you know Ferndale? Yes.
1016. Did you visit Ferndale before the accident took place ? Yes; that is, I was on the pit-head.
1G17. Did you know the position of the workings at that time? No; hut I have seen a plan of the 
workings since.
1G18. Did you know where the working places were ? I had an idea that they were working towards 
'l'hrosby!s Creek.
IG19. Yon knew that it was a shallow colliery ? Yes.
1620. Did you know that any danger was to be apprehended in working in those shallow places under the 
swamps ? I do not know that it ever occurred to me that there was any danger in Ferndale particularly, 
1G21. Did you never make any inquiry on the subject ? No ; I never made any enquiry about Ferndale 
at all. It was not in my way,
1022. When did you visit Ferndale P I went on the day of the accident, at about 10 or 11 o'clock ; it 
was about three hours after the accident. The aperture was about 8 feet by 5. I stood at tho top, and 
assisted to pull Hargraves up, »
1G23. What was the roof composed of? It was a sort of conglomerate.
1624 Did it occur to you how such an accident could happen iu that locality? I do not know that I 
formed any opinion at the time.
1025. But I suppose it did occur to you that the rock had giveu way, and that the water aud sand had 
descended ? Well, the only conclusion I could come to was that there was a weakness in the roof where 
it fell, and when it came to the surface it might ho influenced by the tide.
162G. The water would mingle with the sand, and thus form a dead weight? Yes.
1G27. Did you know the thickness of the rock that gave way? No ; not exact! v.
1628. Was it a considerable thickness ? Yes; I should judge that it was from about 30 feet to 40 feet. 
1G29. Did yon see the fall ? No ; Hargraves told mo he had climbed up it.
1030. Then a fall having taken place through 3G or 40 feet of rock, did the fact convey auy practical lesson 
to you, ns a coal-miner, with regard to working coal under swamps? Yes; 1 think’we should be more 
careful in working under swamps.
1031. Does it convey any lesson to you as to the manner in which the coal should be won ? Yes; I think 
that you cannot be too particular iu leaving large p.liars.
1032. And what width of bords ? I work G-vard bords.
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1033. Are there any conditions under which you would work less than G-vard herds ? I consider the 
width of bords should be regulated by tbe overlying strata.
1G34. But in this case wo have definite information that tho bords were driven only 0 yards; would you 
consider that narrower bords should he driven under the circumstances ? Before passing an opinion 
upon that I should like to make myself acquainted with the overlying strata.
1G35. Then you must taken into consideration certain possible contingencies in working the coal in such 
localities before coming to a conclusion ns to the mode in which you would work a colliery—considering 
the value of the property, and the lives of the miners to be at a stake? Yes, you are quite right there. 
1G3G. Mr. Ahsf/son.] Arc you compelled to work on a certain system ? Yes; by the association.
1G37. Mr. TMct.] What thickness of pillars do you leave? We leave 8-yard pillars—that is double the 
ordinary width.
1638. Mr Turnbull.'] Arc you driving any bords 6 yards wide ? Yes.
1639. Mr. Joncn^] You state that the, mode of working at your colliery was the result of the price 
determined upon by the Miners’ Association. Arc you sure that that is the result of the Minors’ 
Association determining, or the result of the ruling wages for coal-getting in the Colony ? Well, I can 
scarcely say. I only know that a certain code of prices was put to me, and that there was a good deal of 
wrangling on the subject.
1640. Mr. Thomas^ Arc your headings in advance of your bords ? Yes, as far as possible.
1G4L Mr. DamesHave you ever been a practical coal-miner? Yes.
1642. Can a man get more coal in an 8-yard bord than in a 6-yard bord ? That is a vague question.
1643. As a practical miner, can you say whether a man could get as much coal in a giveu time in a 
6-yard bord as in an 8-yard bord ? All circumstances being equal, yes.
1644. And that is your opinion ? That is not only my opinion, but my experience.

The witness withdrew.

Joseph Hardie sworn and examined:—
1645. President.'] ‘What is your profession, Mr. Hardie? I am a mining engineer and colliery Mr.J.Hardie 
manager.
164G. Where have you practised your profession in New South ’Wales ? In Illawarra and in Stockton. 3 June, 1886
1647. Have you practised your profession in any other part of the world ? Yes, in England.
1648. Are you a certificated colliery manager ? Yes.
1649. In what district? In South Durham.
1650. And as such, you have had some experience in coal-mining ? Yes; I have had sixteen years’ 
experience.
1G51. You are the manager of Stockton, I believe ? lam the late manager.
1652. Have yon studied the surface deposits round Newcastle ? Yes.
1G53. Do you know tho Ferndale Colliery ? Yes.
1G54. Have you visited it? Yes.
1G55. When did you visit the Ferndale Colliery ? The day after the accident,
1656. Did you know before the accident at this colliery that the workings of Ferndale were 
approaching tho low-lying tidal swamps ? No.
1657. Did you see the scene of the disaster ? I saw the fall. „
1658. What thickness of surface was there at that part p 1 cannot say ; I did not take the measurement 
1G59. Did you see the rock ? Yes.
1660. Did you make yourself acquainted with the thickness of the rock ? No.
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Mr. J.Hardie. 1G(j1. What size was the fall there ? It was about 4 feet to 6 feet at the top,
S^T^^iRRr Werc t^lc s^cs ^9 f'1') straight or irregular? They were irregular.

une’ ' 1663- Did you form any opinion as to how the accident occurred ? In mv opinion, there must have 
been some fissures in the rock. "
1664. \ou have made some study of the surface deposits round Newcastle ? Tes,
1665. ^ Have you formed any opinion as to the safety or otherwise of working coal under these surface 
deposits ; and if so, what opinion have you formed ? Well, I think that 4-yard bords and S-yard pillars 
are quite sufficient to work the coal under the existing difficulties of surrounding water and bad cover.
1666. Have you heard of the thickness of the rock that caved in at Ferndale ? No.
1667. If you were told that the rock was 40 feet thick, and that the working places were only 6 yards 
wide, what inference would you draw? I think, if there was sufficient timbering, it ought to he safe 
enough, unless something in the way of fissures occurred in the rock.
1668. But timber does not last for ever. Have yon formed auy specific opinion as to the mode in which
shallow coal workings should ho carried on under tidal swamps ? Well, as I have stated, it would depend 
upon the overlying strata. I do not think there ought to be any difficulty where there is a good roof. I 
have seen a place of 60 fathoms fall as well as 20. In my opinion, it entirely depends upon the nature of 
fhe strata. ‘
1660. Have you known it to fall in 4 a3id 6 yard bords ? N o; 1 cannot say that I have.
1670. Then do you think that by following a rule such as you have suggested, 4-yard bords and S-yard
pillars are sufficiently safe for working coal under tidal swamps with nn3r difficulties as to roof? Yes ; 
but the character and thickness of the overlying strain would have to be taken into account. Four-yard 
bords would be safer than 6-yard bords under the same circumstances. *
1671. And with 4-yard bords you would have no hesitation in working up to the stone ? Certainlv not.
1672. And you would depend upon timbering for the security of the roof? Tes. *
16/ 3. "Would that be in the belief that the timber would last for ever ? No ; J would renew the timber, 
or if the roof was bad, I would stow up 'the -waste places with rubbish.
1674. Where would the rubbish come from ? Well, if I could not get it inside I would get it outside.
1675. Would that pay ? I am not considering that.
1670. Would it not be better to abandon tbe workings ? Well, if it was a question of cost, it might be. 
1677. Mr. Thomas:\ _Have you thought of the possibility of working 4-yard bords and 8-yard pillars without 
danger to the proprietors of a colliery? That is simply a question as to safety.
1G/8. Mr. Turnbull^] Is there not a possibility of adopting some other course? I know of no other 
means, save what I have stated; working 2-yard bords would not pay.
16/9, Mr. Curley,'] In working these seams, do vou think it would bo advisable to leave the top-coal in 
tbe roof—that is, where it could be left in working ? Tes; it would form a rock of itself then.
1680. And in that way strengthen the workings ? Tes, it would strengthen the workings.
1681. President^ Have you given this subject of working the Newcastle coal under this difficult surface 
some consideration? Tes.
1682. Aud tbe views you have enunciated are the result of your deliberations ? Tes.

The witness withdrew.

d8 HOTAL COMMXSSIOIT OX COLLIERIES—MIXUTES OF ETILEXCE.

Thomas 01'oudaee sworn and examined :—
m -Zb'es/Wcftf.] Have you had frequent opportunities of inspecting the underground workings of the
T. Croudace. Ferndale Colliery ? I think I have been down three times. b
a’lun^ifiRR Have you been down any of the adjoining small collieries? 1 have only been down one : I think
s June, i«sb. belonged to Mr. Bevan.

1085. Have you inspected tho eastern, or dip, workings of Ferndale Colliery? Tes: I was pretty well 
through them about six months back. '
1686. On what date did you last visit these ? I think it must be about nine or ten months a<m since I 
was down those workings last.
1687. AVere you aware of the situation of those workings with respect to the tidal swamps? No ; I did
not know that they were actually under the swamps, although I knew, of course, that they were going in 
that direction. j & t.
1688. Do you consider there is any danger in working this coal under tidal swamps? Tes; in working 
the wide-bord system, certainly.
1689. Had you any conversation with the manager as to the position of the eastern workings with respect 
to these swamps ? After the accident I had.
1690. Had you not auy conversation with him on the subject before that ? No ; I do not know that 
I had.

lon °})serye the nature of the roof in the eastern workings ? Tes; I saw one or two places 
that had fallen there. 1
icoo na*ure He roof? It was rather soft, flaky, argillaceous shale.

jj;1 * *'6 argillaceous shale was between the conglomerate above and the roof beneath ? Tes.
1694. Was much timber used in the bords ? Yes, they were well timbered.
icee" tit aU 1lnufiual amount of timber used ? Not more than was necessary.
1696 Was there more timber used than was customary iu the district? I do not think so, to any extent, 
considering the soft nature of the roof.
1697. Can you assign a reason for so much timber being used ? Tes ; it was on account of the stone over
icoo s0 I hat I know from what the manager stated to me.
1698. And also from what you saw ? Tes; but tbe manager told me that they had to keep timbering 
inno -iv j Cap °r erown-Pleces. owing to the soft nature of the stone.
1699. Hid you observe any of the rise bords that had reached tho crop to the north and cast? Tea, I 
saw some ot them, and I saw some falls that had come to the surface.
down from the surface ^ ^ un^ei'oroun^ workings ? Ales; X saw where sand had actually come

1701. Could you point out the position on the plan ? Yes.
the “<J”'head'^^a'rman: ^'rou^acc re^ei'sJ in ids remarks concerning these falls, to positions in
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1702. The wit ness Along the whole line of this northern outcrop there were two or three falls where tho ^r' I-
water came in. Croudace.
1703. Did you see any material that came from that fall ? I saw some of it which was of a soft, rotten „ TTi'
character—some of it sand and mud. d Jun0j 1886
1704. Did you see any shells ? Ko. I did not notice any.
1705. Had you any conversation with the manager as to any of these falls ? Yes. I told him to he very 
careful along there.
1706. Were these narrow headings ? Yes ; about 5 to 7 feel.
1707. Yhey were for exploring purposes ? Yes.
1708. Were you surprised to see a fall in that direction ? Well, one would scarcely look for a fall in 
such a narrow' place, but we knew that the strata overhead was very rotten.
1709. Ditl you see any other place where a fall had occurred iu that part of the mine ? 1 saw one near
tho surface where the fall-in occurred that flooded the colliery.
1710. Did you inquire, or were you given to understand, that tho fall-iu you refer to made its appearance 
on the surface ? Yes.
1711. You understood it at that time ? Tes.
1712. Did you walk over the surface along the margin of the tidal swamps, rvith the manager, on tho 
occasion referred to ? Ko: wo just looked at it from a distance. I did not make any surface examination.
1713. You did not go up towards the swamps ? No.
1714. In conversation with the manager, did you form any opinion as to the probable influence of these 
swamps on tho working of the coal in that colliery? 1 told him that I considered it would be very 
dangerous to go so near the outcrop.
1715. Were you, from your knowledge of tho Newcastle District, aware of the thickness of these swampv 
deposits ? I had a general knowledge derived from the bore-holes that had been put down, (Tho witness 
here points to positions in the plan to indicate the direction of the bore-holes referred to.)
1716. Did you sec the scene of the late accident ? Yes.
1717. Aud did you hear what was the thickness of the surface deposits there, and the hard rock beneath ?
Yes: 1 heard Mr. Powell give it as nearly as he could state.
1718. Then how would you account for an accident occurring when i,hc coal is covered by about 40 feet 
of rock ? Well, the rock itielf was rotten, and had nutsufliciont cohesive quality about it, and the weight 
of tho mass broke the timber put in to support it.
1719. You are aware. 1 suppose, that the heading opposite to where the accident occurred was driven very 
narrow ? Yes, 1 suppose it was a narrow' heading.
1720. And that the bords iu that position, and for some distance, were driven narrow, that is to say about
0 yards ? I was not aware of that.. I understood Mr. Powell to say 8 yards. A meeting was held to 
see what could be done under the circumstances, and, if T mistake not, Mr. Powell, in answer to a question 
which Mr. Neiisou put to him, said that the herds were driven 8 yards wide.
1721. You are aware that the fall took place through about 46 feet of solid rock, and that the heading 
through which that fall took place was driven about 40 or 50 yards further to the rise and into the sand.
Can you account for a fall taking place through that amount of solid rock, and in the face of that heading 
under the sand remaining, so far as wre know, perfectly sound? Only iu this way, that ono portion of 
tho roof is found at all times to be softer and not so tenacious as other portions.
1722. But it appears there was no roof at all in this particular beading I am speaking of. It was driven
into tbe clay and sand ? 1 was not aware of that. Of course wc know that a narrow place with only a
foot of covering may support a certain amount of weight better than a wide place when the cover has no 
tenacity.
1723. But here we have a narrow heading driven from the point where the accident took place, about 40 
or 50 yards towards the rise, and the question ] put is this—did you, as an engineer, draw from this 
accident at Ferndale any conclusion as to the safety or otherwise of working coal under the tidal swamps?
1 think, myself, it is very unsafe, and equally unwise, to attempt mining under such circumstances: but I 
know that where there has been a good cover, throughout tbe whole of workings I have seen, 4-yard bords 
have fallen when 8-yard bords have stood.
1724. That is frequently the case. Then, in your opinion, tho coal should not in future he worked under 
these swamps, except under special conditions ? No, certainly not, and I have advised the proprietors of 
Ferndale on the subject. I think it is altogether unwise to carry 8-yard bords. I would not do it for 
love or money for any Company.
1725. Then you aro of opinion that some special precautions arc required before the working of coal under 
these swamps should be attempted? 1 am.
1726. In working towards the rise in such a locality, with the object of finding the crop, do you think that 
any barriers should he left to protect the mining works and the lives of the men ? I should say there 
ought to he some regulation of that land, and a prudent manager would take care to have such proof of 
the oulerop that he would not go within the limits of possible danger.
1727. Then coming to what I nas leading you to—you say you would approve of certain legislative enact
ments being introduced for the preservation of life and property in such workings. What form would 
you suggest that such legislation ought to take—would it be to leave barriers of coal near tbe crop, or to 
insist upon a maximum thickness of solid strata above the coal in the working of it ? "Well, that is a very 
difficult question to answer. Supposing you had the same conditions as are said to exist in Ferndale—in one 
direction a cover of rotten stone, and in another 40 feet of hard and solid conglomerate—I do not think 
the same measures would apply in both instances.
1728. So far as wo know the conglomerate was of a hard and solid character for about 40 feet in thickness, 
and yet this accident occurred ? Yes; but paid of the conglomerate was of a rotten character.
1729. So far as we know that is not the Case ? Would you require time to consider that question ? Yea,
1 should require to consider the circumstances,
1730. Who requcsled vou to investigate Ferndale Colliery on the occasion you have referred to? The 
proprietors, through Mr, Hcwison, their secretary.
1731. And did you supply the owners with auy report? Yes, 1 did.
1732. Aud a plan and sect ion ? I am not sure whether I sent in a plan or section.
1733. Did you enter into certain negotiations with reference to taking the position of consulting viewer 
or manager ? Yes, on certain conditions.

Dictated
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Dictated by the President:—Mr. Croudace explains that be advised the owners to abandon cer
tain workings, to tbe dip of the water-shaft, ou account of the influx of water and the thinness 
of the coal.

3 June, 1886 1734 y0U SUggCst to the owners at that time that by agreeing with you to take the eonsultin 
managership at Ferndale it would only need an overman to carry on the work of the mine ? I do not, 
know exactly that I put it in that way. I said I would require some change in the management, 
because from what I saw there, I had not confidence in the system of working.
1735. If you did make such a- suggestion, do you think that it would be a safe mode of conducting the 
operations of a coal-mine—I mean under tho guidance of an overman only ? Yes, I thought so, 
decidedly.
1736. Then would you place more reliance upon an overman than on an experienced manager ? No, I 
would not. 1 must tell you that one reason was the cost that they were labouring under. The limited 
field and tbe expense of working the coal did not warrant very much outlay'. It was not like an exten
sive colliery.
1737. Did you suggest that they should prosecute work in the main engine-plane from the time of your 
visit? From the water-shaft, yes I knew that the engine-plane had not been continued well down to 
the dip, and that they could deal with the water if it came in.
1738. You were aware that the “jerry ” was thick, and the coal thin ? Yes.
1736. In other words, the coal from the dip would not be profitable to work? Quile so; but it is 
desirable that the shaft should be as far to the dip as possible. I am thinking more of the question of 
drainage. But tho main object was to lessen the cost of production.
1740. But to lessen the cost you bad to incur a largo and uncertain expenditure in sinking a shaft, and 
working a large area of coal unprofitable to work.

Dictated by tbe President:—Mr. Croudace explains on tbe plan the purport of his suggestion in 
respect to sinking lo the dip of the coal-field.

1741. Then did you, in reporting to the owners, express your fears as to tho danger of working under 
these swamps ? No, I did not at the time.
1742. Have you since expressed decided views on the matter? Yes, and it arose iu this way. When I 
heard that these bords were carried S yards wide under these swamps, and within a short distance of 
another fall that occurred a few weeks back, I was astounded that any manager should have attempted to 
carry on those workings.
1743. You say that a fall took place within a few weeks of the last accident, and within I suppose about 
40 or 50 yards or thereabout ? Yes, ns near as I can tell.
1744. How did you ascertain that ? I was with Mr. Powell, the manager, on the Saturday following the 
accident. AFe were going to see tho site of the fall-in, and, looking towards a depression, about 30 or 40 
or perhaps 50 yards away, Mr. Powell said—“ That is the place that fell in two or three weeks ago.1’
1745. AYas anyone else present when Mr. Powell said this to you? No.
1746. AYe have evidence on that point, which goes to show that the fall yon speak of took place nine or 
ten months before the accident (at “ J headings on tbe phut) ? AYcll, 1 am quite positive that Mr. 
Powell told me what I have stated, that is, about a fall that bad taken place six or seven weeks before 
the accident of March last. I said to him, “ Is this the same heading as where the fall-in took place ?” 
and he replied in the affirmative. I made no further remark ; but it struck me as being very peculiar. 
I think it was referred to in cvideuco ou the Saturday when tho different managers were examining Mr. 
Powell.
1747. AYould you be good enough to read the letter you subsequently wrote to the owners ? Yes; I have 
a copy of it with me.

[Letter of March 22nd, 1380, from Mr. Croudace to the proprietors of tho Ferndale Colliery, was 
then rend.]

1748. Then, Mr. Croudace, during your first visit of inspection to Ferndale. you visited (he eastern and 
north-eastern workings, and you were aware that they were proceeding towards, or were actually at that 
time considerably under, the swamps, and you have told us, in evidence, that you recommended further 
operations which would have extended the workings still further under the swamps. You have now read 
a letter which you sent to the proprietors after the accident took place, which letter contains a warning 
ou this subject—do you not think that letter or warning you have just read would have been sounded to 
better purpose on the occasion of your first visit to Ferndale ? Yes, had I been asked to report fully upon 
the mine, and as to whether it was carried on under a proper system, no doubt it would have been better; 
but I was not then asked to report on the management. It was simply a question of expense. They 
showed me their expenses, which were practically as much as they were getting for the coal, I said 
then I must sec the mine and ascertain what was best to be done to cope with the heavy expense of 
production, I did not think it was any business of mine to discuss the question of where they were 
working.
1749. I understood you to say that you were asked by the proprietors, through their secretary, to inspect, 
the property aud report to the owners ? It was principally as to whether I should take the management 
of it,
1750. Then, under the circumstances, did you think it possible that you could secure safety in tbo working 
and yet curtail tbe expense of production ? The great expense arose from tbe peculiar undulation of tbe 
mine, and tbe water, and having to drag the coal up hill.
1751. AYere you awaro at that time that Ferndale had only a limited quantity of coal to work to the 
south-east—that iu point of fact Ferndale was almost a worked-out colliery? Yes; I believe that it is 
to a large extent. 1 am quite aware that the Ferndale seam is very thin for a certain distance, but 
increases in thickness as it goes eastward ; but whether it thickens in the property is another thing.
1752. AYo have evidence that it does not. Then to secure safety, would you advocate driving narrow 
bords ? Yes; also, I would have had a system of chocking them, and I would have had a series of bores 
put down,
1753. AYould the system vou suggest uot entail greater expense than the system which was then pursued ? 
Well, so far as the mere working of the coal goes, the method employed at Ferndale was the least expen
sive, but it lost them their colliery in the end.
1754. AArhat do you suppose the main deterrent would be in working narrow bords ? It is entirely a 
question of price, and the cost of getting the coal.

40
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1755. Mr. Sir.iTtburn~\ Driving narrow bords would increase the espcnsc ? Yes. ^r-
1750. Mr. Ncihon^] Are you aware that bores have been put down in all directions along tbe estate ? Tbe T' Croudace. 
bores that 1 wanted principally were those contiguous to 1 he -workings. S^Juue^lSSe
1757. Mr. Turnbull.'] 'When you were dowrn in Perndale, did you notice in the back places any of the nara ane’ ‘ 
rock ? Yes; I saw where it bad broken down in two or three places.
1758. Did you ever notice any open faces in the rock ? "Well, there was one place where it was bleeding 
through an open Assure. It was raining down to the extent of about half the size of this room, and faster 
than the men could hail out.
1750. Mr. Usher.] I should like you to fix that spot where yon say Mr, Powell told you there had been a 
fall.

Dictated by the President:—In explanation, and on reference to the plan, the witness refers the fall 
to heading J.

1760. Mr. Usher.] And he told you that that fall had taken place only a few weeks before the last acci
dent ? Yes; and he told me he had got it filled up when the tide was out.
1761. After what has occurred, are you very glad that the owners did not agree with yon to carry on the 
operations with only an overman there? Well, no owners, nor any living man, would have induced me to 
take wide bords under that swamp. My conscience would not have allowed me to do it.
1762. Did you make any statement of that kind to Mr. Powell when you were with him underground ?
I do not think so, I did not go there with a view of discussing that matter. My object was more to see 
whether I would take the management or not. ‘
1763 Did you seo any narrow bords of 6 or 4 yards there? Yes, I daresay I did, I saw the sand 
coming down in some places to tho west of the fall-in.
1764. Is it still your opinion that in the event of your having taken the management, and reduced 
the width of the bords, and put in timber chocks, you could have effected a saving in the working 
expenses of the colliery ? I would like to ask whether you mean if the workings were carried on under 
those swamps ?
1765. I mean anywhere ? I may tell yon that I do not think the owners could have induced me to carry 
the workings under that swamp with such a cover overhead.
1766. "What other portions of the estate could you have worked except in the swampy ground? I told 
the owners that the colliery was nearly wTorked out. I pointed out that it was on its last legs.
1767. Mr. Jones.] Do I understand you to ho of opinion that coal-mining operations should he carried 
on with due regard to the safety of the men irrespective of the cost ? U ndoubtedly, beeanse the cost of 
losing a man’s life is a very heavy cost.
1768. Mr. Davies.] How long was it before this accident that you made a report to the proprietors ? I
cannot say the time. ”
1760. When you made that report, were you aware that the colliery was under tidal waters, with a shallow
roof ? No, I did not know, ’
1770. Did you make auy inquiries as to that? I did not go with that view. It arose in this way: The 
directors had a conversation amongst themselves with regard to seeing if something could not he done to 
-work the colliery in a more economical manner, and I was communicated with.
1771. "Where wore the falls you saw ? Along the line of the northern outcrop.
1772. Did not that suggest to you danger underground, in working under the tidal waters ? Certainly.
1773. Did you not think that that was of sufficient importance to induce you to report to the proprietors?
As to that, I have already said that I did not go to report upon the method and principle or plan of 
working the colliery.
1774. Did you form an opinion as to the danger of working in that direction? You must have known 
that they were working under the swamp ? Not necessarily so. There is no swamp up in this direction 
(pointing to the plan.)
1775. Did you not know, when Mr. Powell pointed out this fall to you that thero was some danger? Do 
yon mean as to the tidal waters ?
1776. Yes? No, I did not.
1777. In your opinion, was that accident caused through injudicious working of the mine ? Yes; I think 
it was caused by working 8-yard herds under the tidal swamp.
1778. Were you not aware that the bords were driven only 6 yards where the accident occurred? I 
could not have been, when Mr, Powell told me himself that it fell in an 8-yard bord ; that was in the 
presence of Mr. Neil son, who expressed surprise.
1779. Mr. Curley 1] From what you noticed, did you come to the conclusion that the colliery was well laid 
out, from an economical point of view, as to the cost of working ? It is rather a ono-sided colliery at tho 
host, but the principal fault I found with it was that they had not carried the engine-plane down to tho 
south. Perhaps 1 might have laid it out differently.
1780. From what you have seen since of the mode of working these herds near the crop, do you think the 
manager has had a due regard for the safety of the men ? I have already told you that I do not think 
he was justified in carrying 8-yard bords with such a cover,
1781. Supposing the owners had a full knowledge that the workings of tho colliery were being carried on 
in that direction, do you consider that they would have been showing due caution for the safety of the 
men working there ? I am doubtful as to the owners having a knowledge as to how tho work was carried 
on; aud it might have been done from a want of knowledge.
1782. Do you think that if the Inspector of Collieries had had a full knowledge of these falls previous to 
the accident taking place and of barricades being put up, he should have taken due precautions to warn the 
Company ? I think he would have warned them had he had such knowledge. I have always found Mr.
Dixon a very prudent and careful man, and one very ready to find fault.
1783. Do you think that in any report to the Examiner of Coal-fields by the Inspector special notice 
should be taken of such a matter ? Yes; I certainly think he should have reported it if he had knowledge 
of a fall in the vicinity of the swamp,
1784. Assuming that this colliery had been worked at the very cheapest rate, so as to meet the wishes of 
the owners, do you think the mode of working could have been a safe one ? "With 8-yard herds and that 
cover, I. distinctly say no.
1785. Have you seen the aperture of the fall-in? No; hut I have seen the locality, I went over on the 
Saturday. A gentleman belonging to one of the hanks first told me of it.

671—F 1786. -
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ETXDEKCE.

were they not working under the 

your visits of insnection to the

No, 1 think uot; but, as I have
, _ . LJ colliery. 1 went there more to

satisfy myself as to whether or not I should take the consulting management.
1790. Then, you are quite sure that you were not up iu that district when a previous fall took place about 
fifteen months ago ? I should certainly say I was not.
1791. Mr. Thowias^] With reference to your reports recommending the extension of the easterly heading
into the flat, did you not consider that by extending this heading into the boundary you would go into 
the lowest portion of the ground ? Yes. '
1/92, Did you not consider that there was considerable danger in working iu that direction? No; I 
unhesitatingly say that the cover was better there : it was a harder roof,
1793. President^ When you were looking at a fall that you saw in the rise workings, did you know that 
you were looking at the same full that you had seen above ground ? No.
1794. Mr. Thomas^] You never expressed yourself prior to the accident as to there being any danger in 
the workings at Ferndale ? No.
1/95. Mr. Jones ] Did you sec the plan before you went into the ’mine ? Yes.
1796. President.'] Then you think that with 40 feet of cover it is dangerous to work the coal under those 
swamps ? Yes; with such a cover as this I certainly think it is dangerous.
1797. In view of future legislation, would you recommend the adoption of a minimum cover? No; I 
think it would be an injustice to the proprietory, and it would lead to endless disputes.

The witness withdrew.

m 1786. Mr. ifeilson.] When you inspected the mine twelve months ago,
T. Crondace. swamps then ? No, I think not.

’77ai?,s.] You saw sand coming down, I understand, on one of 
■ colliery—did you draw Mr. Powell’s attention to it ? Yes.
1788. And did yon tell him that special care should be taken? Yes.
1789. Did Mr. Powell speak of any special steps that had been taken? 
already said, I did not pay much attention to the mode of working the

ROYAIi COMMISSION ON COIiMEBIES—MINUTES OP

Mr. John Powell, senior recalled:—
Mr. 1798. President!] Do you remember Mr. Croudace visiting Ferndale Colliery? Yes.

J. Powell,sen. 1799. And accompanying him through the workings ? Yes ? I took him up to the rise as far as it went 
\ at the time.

3 June, 1886. igQo. And did you show him a fall underground ? No,
1801. Mr. Croudace informs us that going round the rise workings yon showed him a fall ? I showed him 
no fall; he was not in the old workings at all.
1802. Mr. Croudace distinctly informed us that you took him to a point of tho workings where a fall had 
taken place, and that he saw tbe sand and mullock and stone that had come down ? No. There was no 
such thing to he seen in the mine.
1803. The point he referred to is known as the site of the little fall in this part of the J headings, to
the west of the heading that had fallen in now ? Oh, yes ; I took him up there, and told him that it loll to 
the surface. .
1804. Did you tell him that you were working under the swamps at that, time ? No ; I took him round 
the workings so that he could see everything before him.
1805 Did you tell Mr. Croudace that you had filled in that fall when the tide was out ? No.

^ l011 go with Mr. Croudace ? I accompanied him down to the pumping-pit, then around 
the hill to the north-east, and then along the crop towards tho winding-shaft.
1807. And while you were on tho brow of the hill you pointed out to Mr. Croudace this fall ? Yes.
1808. And from the position in which you were standing, what vou pointed out was well within the
swamps? Yes ; 1 am positive of that. ‘
1809. And you told him about that fall-in on the surface ? Yes.
1810. And underground you showed him the fall ? Yes,
1811. That is to say you connected the one with the other ? Yes.
1812. You have no doubt about this ? None whatever. He was perfectly well aware that the fall under
ground was the same as the fall that he saw on the surface.
1813. Did you tell Mr. Crondace that there were other such falls—a dozen, for instance? No. Asa 
matter of fact there are not a dozen such falls. The little fall and the fall that caused the disaster arc 
the only ones.

vi j ^0U ^'r011^cc 011 the Saturday after the disaster, when he pointed to a pool of water
and called your attention to it—did you tell him that that was the site of a fall that occurred about six or 
seven weeks before ? No ; I am quite positive that nothing of the kind ever occurred,
1815. What did you say to Mr Croudace ? 1 said nothing to him.
1816. Did he call your attention to a fall or cave-in at all ? He did not.
1817. Was it possible for you or Mr. Croudace to see a eave-in, seeing that the place was all covered with 
water ? No ; you could see nothing.
1818. Was it or was it not the case that the swamp was covered with water ? It was,
1819. Then be could not possibly call your attention io a hole in that direction? No, of course be 
could not.
1820. What was the width of the bords at tbe last cave-in ? G yards.
1321- Did you tell Mr. Croudace and other managers that the bords were 8 yards wide there. No.
1822. That is to say, at the meeting of colliery managers, which was lield in the office, after the 
disaster occurred. No; I said that tho bord where the fall-in took place was 6 yards wide, and the 
bord behind 4 yards ivide.
1823. Did you, or did you not, repeat to the colliery managers that those bords under the fall were 8 
yards wide ? No, I did not.
io^4'' It-T011 did say S°’ was an error ? 1 could not say S°J an(i 1 quite sure that I did not.
1825. Did you hear Mr. Neilson remark anything about an 8-yard bord in a tone of surprise ? I do 
not remember ; but I am quite sure that if he did so he could uot have referred to these bords.
1826. What is the depth of water in the winding-shaft ? It is 24 feet, and 24 feet G inches from the
surface. -
1827. Does the water rise and fall there? Yes; about 2 or 3 feet.

1828.
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1828, Did you point out to Mr. Croudace, when you were examining the underground workings, any Mr- J- 
part of the workings near the pmnping-pit where several men were haling out of one bord P No. Powell, sen.
1821). Do yon know of any such bord ? No. —A'—n
1831). We have a statement from Mr. Croudace that in going round the workings he saw a place where 3 ‘r"rie| 
there were several men haling, and where probably a few lengths of pipe to tho engine suction would 
have answered the purpose. Is there any such place in the colliery? No ; I showed him three different 
pumps that we had at the swallows, pumping the water back, and two Tangye’s.
1831. Could you have levelled all these swallows so as to let the water run by gravitation into the pit?
No ; we had to carry the water back from one pump to another.
1832. Then, upon recollection, you adhere to your statement that you conducted Mr. Croudace through 
the whole of the underground workings, and directed his attention to the fall-in at this heading (J) ?
Yes; that was the only one.
1833. When taking him round on the surface, did you tel! him that your workings had entered under the 
high-water-mark ? I pointed out to him tho position wc were in. He asked me how far tho water came 
up, aud I told him. I showed him a point inside the high-water mark,
1834. When you directed his attention to the “little fall-in,” did he make any remark to you as to the 
necessity for your being very careful in conducting your working ? No ; he never said a word about it.
1835. And do I understand that you left no donbt in his mind as to your working under the swamps?
I am quite sure of it.
1836. Mr. Jones.] Did you incidontly refer to the matter as you did to the Commissioners on their visit 
to tho locality? 1 told him that he was opposite the fall-in.
1837. President] On the Saturday after the accident, when you and Mr. Croudace were walking over the 
ground with the object of inspecting the last eave-in, did you or did yon not say to Mr. Croudace that the 
little fall occurred six or seven weeks before that date ? No.
1838. Do you adhere to your statement that he did not warn you of your danger ? Yes, I do. I asked 
him what he thought about the mine, and he said it was one of the most difficult mines to work in the 
district.
1839. Did Mr. Croudace explain to you how you could do away with the water-balers ? No, he did not,
1840. Lest there should he any misapprehension, did Mr. Croudace, in calling your attention to this pool . 
of water, in a tone of surprise, when you were on the surface, did you, or did you not, say to him that that 
was the site of the fall that had occurred about seven weeks previously ? No; 1 never said anything of 
tho kind.
1841. Are you perfectly positive, Mr. Powell, that Mr. Croudace when he left Ferndale on that occasion *
knew exactly the position of the workings ? Yes.
1842. And that they were within the tidal mark ? Yes, certainly.
1843. Mr. Usher.l Can vou give us an idea of the value of tho plant underground ? About £7,000 to
£8,000. '

The witness withdrew.

FMJJiAY, 4 JUNE, 1886.

frrerrnt:—

J. E. M. KOBERTSON, Esq., Peesiduni.

Me. THOMAS, 
Me, TURNBULL, 
Mr. CURLEY, 
Me. DAVIES,

Me. USHER,
Me, NEILSON, 
Mb. SWINBURN. 
Mb. JONES,

Me. DURIE.

Charles Woollett sworn and examined :—
1844. Presidenl.~\ What is your business or profession? I am a miner.
1845. Were you employed as a miner at EerndaleColliery? Yes, for the last six mouths. Before that 
I was engaged as a water-baler. I xvas working at Eerndale close upon two years.
1846. In what part of the colliery were yon employed ? All over it, from the bottom flat.
1847. And your position enabled yon to sec all the different part® of the mine. Where you employed 
towards the rise of the mine, where a number of places were driven up to the surface? There were no 
places driven up to the surface to my knowledge. I knew of places being driven to the crop.
1848. What was the appearance of the coal in those places ? The same aa in other portions of the mine, 
excepting that there was no “ jerry” in it.
1849. Do you remember a pair of narrow places being driven up in advance of the other bords, at the 
very rise of the workings? Yes; I knew of a pair of special headings.
1850. Do you recollect a fall having taken place ? Yos.
1851. What was the nature of it ? Well, what I saw of it was sand aud water.
1852. Was thero much water ? No ; there was not much water.
1853. Was the sand wet? Yes; if you took a shovelful out, it filled in again directly.
1854. Did you see any shells ? Yes; it was sand aud shells together, like the sea-beach.
1855. Did any rock come down ? I did not see any.
1856. What was left on as a roof ? I could not say.
.1.857. Do you know whether the fall took place suddenly, or did it give some warning? I cannot say ; 
1 was water-haling at the time.
1858. Did you not go to see the fall? Yes; I went up one breakfast time, out of curiosity. I had 
hoard that it was coming in, aud was filling up with sand.
1859. What did tho men say about that—did they have any conversation about, it? I never heard any.
1860. What did you think—were you apprehensive that any danger might arise from working in that 
direction ? Yes, if it came when the tide was there.

Mr.
C. Woollett.

4 June, 1886.

1861.
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Mr. 1861. Did you know that you were working under the tide? I knew we must be very near in that 
C. Woollett. direction, owing to the distance we were working from the winding-shaft. ... ..

^ 1862. You had some little fear then as to the safety ot the workings ? You can call it fear if you like, 
4 June, 1886. ^ j t]lougllt WG ft-ere rigilt enough, so Jong as a fall did not take place when the tide was up—1 mean

the special spring-tides, _ ,
1863. Had you any fear as to the result, ia the event of spring-tides covering a fall; or did you not look
bo long before you as that ? Woll, I did not think that the mine would cave in, so that we could not get 
out. _ ^
1864. Did you express your fears that it might cave in ? No;_ I kept that to myselr._
1865. Why did you keep it to vourself ? Kbt being an experienced man, I thought it best not to express 
an opinion. I thonght that if I did say anything Powell might tell me to mind my own business.
1866. Are you not aware that under tbe moral law that should govern humanity it was your duty, under
the circumstances, to report to the manager? No. .
1867. Supposing that having some doubts as to the safety of the mine, as you appear to have had, you left
the colliery without saying anything, and that in a few days after your fears were realized, would you not 
have had a feeling that you did not act fairly and honestly with your fellow-men? No ; I thought they 
ought to know the same as myself. .
1868. But you went out of your way lo inspect this fall, satisfied yourself that there was danger, and yet 
you said nothing to your fellow-workmen about it. Do you think that was right and proper, now that 
you come to think about it ? Well, perhaps it was hardly right, but I did not look at it in that light 
ibfif 01*6
1869. I can quite understand that. When did this fall take place ? About fifteen months ago.
1870. Did you think that it went to the surface ? Yes.
1871. Did you satisfy yourself on that point by inspecting the surface ? No ; I heard other people say that.
1872. Who did you hear say that ? I heard’ John Williams, a shift-man at the pit, say so. He has since 
gone to Queensland.
1873. Who else did you hear say so ? Nobody. _ _ _
1874. What was the purport of the conversation that you had with Williams? I heard him say that tho 
heading had fallen up about 20 yards, near to the Waratah pumping-place.

Note.—The witness refereed to a pump on the surface that supplies the Waratah Bailway.

1875. Now think for a moment. Who else did you have a conversation with on this subject? I might 
have had a conversation with someone else, but f cannot recollect.
1876. Do you know the heading that this last accident happened in ? No.
1877. Do you know the upper three or four bords towards the rise? No ; I have never been up that way. 
18/8. What width of bord were you working in ? .ft was supposed to be driven 8 yards wide.
1879. Did you drive it 8 yards wide ? Well, as near as I could. I was under the superintendence of
another man. _ _
1880. What was the number of your bord ? I think it was No. 27.
1881. That is counting from below upwards ? Yes, from the lower flat.
1882. How many men were working in your Lord ? When the accident happened thero was only one;
before that there were two. , .
1883. Do you know a bord that was working with four men near to where you were working ? Yes ; it 
was the next bord to mine.
1884. Why were four men working in that bord? Because it was behiiul-hand.
1885. Was that an 8-yard herd also ? It was supposed to be. ,
1886. Did you have occasion to put in extra strong timber ? Not extra. I put in what I thought
necessary.
1887. Was the roof good in your place ? Not very good. _ _
1888. What did you do when the roof was bad ? I put up timber where I thought it was necessary.
1889. Were you paid for putting up that timber ? No.
1890. Why were you not paid? Because the overman said it was not necessary.
1891. Did you put up double timber? Yes; that was what I was not paid for—putting up the crown 
pieces. The overman said the crown pieces were not necessary.
1892. Had he told you to put on crown pieces I suppose you would have been paid ? Well, we were 
supposed to put in timber at our own discretion.
1893. How many sets did you putin ? About thirty.
1894. And how many were you paid for ? We were paid for all but seven. _
1895. Did you consider the overman was right or wrong in his decision? I considered he was wrong.
1896. Was there any difference in the roof over these seven sets that you were not paid for ? No; I am
certain there was not much difference. .
1897. Can you assign any reason why the overman did not pay you ? Well, 1 suppose because it would 
affect the Company’s pocket.
1898. How much did you get paid for the other twenty-three sets ? Is. 6d. per set,
1899. Are you aware whether the other workers were paid Is. 6d._a set? Yes. _ _
1900. Did you, after seeing the fall yon have referred to in the rise headings, dismiss the matter from 
your mind ? No ; I thought there would be danger if it came in when the tide was up.
1901. But you knew that the tide would rise over the workings at spring-tide ? Yes.
1902. Did you go down the mine daily after that? Yes.
1903. And you nave said that you feared danger. Did you express that fear to any of your fellow- 
workmen? No; not to my knowledge.
1904. Did yon see anything in any other parts of the mine to lead you to fear danger ? No.
1905. It was seeing that fall that caused you to anticipate danger ? Yes.
1906. But it seems strange that you did not mention your fears to your mate ? Well, he had eyes as 
well as myself, and he ought to be able to judge for himself.
1907. But supposing he had no opportunity, how could he see over the mine ? 1 cannot say.
1908. Did you see the site of this last accident ? Yes.
1909. You saw that there was a rock cover there—that the fall went through a number of feet of rock?
I only saw the rock on the surface. 1910.
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1910. You saw rock under the sand? Yes.
1911. And a hole through the rock ? Yes.
1912. And of course that implied that it had broken through tbo rook ? Yes, if you call it rock.
1913. AVhat do you call it ? I should call it sandstone.
1911. Then can you assign any cause for the sand breaking through the sandstone, to give it your own 
designation, at that spot? No.
1915. Did you consider the inundation of Iferndale a preveutible accident; that is, could it, in your 
estimation, have been prevented ? I do not consider that I am competent to enter into that: question. 
1910. For what reason ? Because 1 do not understand the nature of the rock or of the surface.
3917. I will put it in another way—were you over up in these headings as far as the position where the 
fall came in? No ; 3. was only up as far as where they started to drive.
1918. 'Were you ever up to the spot where a narrow heading was driven in advance of the bords ? No ; 
I was never there.

Mr.
0. 'WooUctt.

4< June, ISSO.

1919. Then you can give no opinion for the reason that you have had no opportunity of judging of the
character of the roof ? Yes, that is the reason. '
1920. Can you assign anyr reason for the sand breaking down through 30 or 40 feet of rock instead of 
breaking in at; this other place where no rock existed. You sec this fall broke through a rock cover, and 
you have told us about those special headings being driven up to the crop whore no roof existed ? I did 
not say that no roof existed.
1921. Then if you were told that no roof existed on top of the coal at that spot, could you say why 
this fall should take place through the rock, instead of coming away where no roof existed? No; excepting, 
I suppose, that the timber gave way.
1912. Hid you see any indication of danger in the bords where you worked ? No.
1923. Did you hear any of the men express fear? No.
1924. Did you know that you were working under the swamps? Yes.
1925. How did you know that? I know that from the distance we were from the shaft.
1926. Do you know that the other men had a knowledge that they were working under the swamps ? No ;
I did not know that. .
1927. But you wore certain of it yourself ? Yes.
1928. Did you have any conversation with the men as to the position where you were working? I may 
have had, but I cannot say.
1929. Then it has made no impression on your mind ? No.
1930. You have no recollection of any particular conversation ? No.
1931. Did you think that there was any danger attending the working of this coal-seam under these swamps, 
looking at the position generally, i.e., the working of coal-seams with only a limited amount of cover above 
them ? No.
1932. You do not think there was any danger there ? No.
1933. And you formed that opinion without knowing the nature or thickness of the surface deposits ? 
What I mean is that I did not think there would be any danger if the timbering was looked after properly.
1934. You did not take into consideration the uncertain thickness of the surface deposits ? No ; I always 
left that to the manager, believing that he would never attempt to take the men under a bad place.
1935. When you went up to that first place that fell in, what kind of timber had they there ? They had 
sets of timber sometimes 6 inches and at others a foot apart. They were split, and driven in on top.
1936. The sand was loose ? Yes.
1937. Was the top like that ? No; from what I could sco of it it was like rock.
1938. Was there any coal there ? No ; there was no coal; it was a kind of “ jerry,” or black flaky stuff 
like you see on the top of coal.
1939. 3fr. Turnbull.J Was the roof good or bad where you were standing ? I thought it was pretty good. 
1910. 3Tr. Ushtir.2. How did you ascertain that the spring-tides came up over the fall-iu of fifteen months 
ago ? I have seen the spring-tides over that flat before it occurred. I have seen the spring-tide sail over 
that flat when I was working at the smelting works.
1941. Did you know whether the water found its way down into the workings ? I knew it was all salt 
water that was coming into the workings.
1942. Did you sec auy quantity of water escaping from the bottom of this fall-in? No, nothing 
unusual there was always a stream of water there, i.e., from where they were working.
1943. Mr. Jones.'] You have stated that the sand at the foot of the fall-in was of a running character. 
What steps were taken by the company to prevent encroachments of that kind ? I cannot say.
1944. Were any special steps taken in the shape of erecting barricades? X have heard that stoppings 
wTere put in.
1945. Mr. Thomas.] When these bords were stopped, did you timber them well up? I never was in a 
place where they put stoppings in.
1946. Mr. Jones.] By whom were the stoppings put in that you have, referred to ? Jackcrman told mo 
that he put in one.
1947. Mr. Curley.] After the fall yon say you were apprehensive of danger from inundations in this 
locality at spring-tides ? Yes.
1948. Did such fear ever occur to you before the fall ? Not before the first fall.
1949. Having been employed for over two years in various parts of the mine, did you over see water 
issuing from any of the working places ? Yes,
1950. Was that sufficient to stop the operations ? Yes; I have seen places stopped for as much as six 
weeks.
1.951. And then, after the water was drained off, would the work be resumed,? Yes.
3952. Mr. Davies.] What experience had you as a eoal-miner before working at Ferudale? I had no 
experience at all. That is the first mine in which I actually worked permanently below.
1953. In what district were you water-baling ? 1 was baling all over the dip workings.
1954. Since the first fall-in, what part of the mine were you working? I was working up by the fall.
1955. And you say thatyou apprehended danger knowing that the spring-tides came over this flat? Yes.
1956. And yet you asked for work whilst apprehending this danger? Yes ; what I wanted to get at was 
to learn to coal-mine, and it occurred to me that if other people could work there 3! could.
1957. About this timber—you have stated that the deputy refused to pay you for some of the sots you
put in. Did you think that timber was needed there ? Yes, 195S.
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Mr.
0. WooUctt.

4 June, 18S6.

1958. Was your bord extra timbered as compared ivith others ? No.
1959. Was your bord 8 yards wide ? Yes. .
1960. Have vou ever heard a complaint about the manager refusing to pay other men for timbering ? 
No ; but 1 have heard from John Williams that they have complained that the timber was too close. _
1961. Did they pay him ? Yes : they reckoned I was too inexperienced ; that was the reason they did 
not pay me. It was the manager who last refused to pay me. The overman told me lie would “fetch the 
old man in.” 1 did not see him, but my mate told me ho had come, and said the timber was not necessary. 
The timber we had put in was not more than what we had been paid lor previously. I considered that if 
we took the roof down and threw it back we should weaken tho whole body.
1962. Was it in the form of a conversation amongst you and your fellow-workmen, when you sat down
to breakfast or dinner, that someone mentioned that you were working under the tidal swamps, and that 
danger was to be apprehended from it? X cannot recollect; it might have been r t t
1963. Do you think that the manager took all necessary precautions to insure your safety ? Yes, I do.
1964. Mr'Ourle>f\ Do you know if there were Chock Inspectors at that colliery ? Yes. >
1965. Did you ever see them making any inspection ? Yes; while I was water-baling, and also since X 
have been working on the coal.
1966. Who were they ? One was Hopkins and the other Jloorhouse. (
1967. Do you know whether they had any knowledge of this first fall you speak about ? No.
1968. Did you mention it to them ? No. .
1969. Are you aware whether any of the other miners did? No ; but I think it was generally known in

1970. Were you ever at any meetings when the Chock Inspectors read their reports? Only the lastone.
1971. Did you ever know a remark’'to be made in one of the reports on the subject? No. The last
report was only a fortnight before the fall took place. ,
1972. Did you ever make a remark yourself as to there being no mention in any ol the reports concerning 
danger to be apprehended from working under these swamps ? No; I was only a young member; and ] 
should have been “ sat upon.”
1973. You have said something about working at the smelting works previous to your employment at
Perndale? Yes. . , . „
1974. Was it in going to and from the smelting works that you saw the waters coming over these Hats ?
Yes, that is how I know it. _ . i ,
1975. Where do the principal portion of the miners reside ? At Tighe s Hill. n •, ^ at •
1976. Did they have the same opportunity of knowing that the tide came up as you did ? No, excepting 
they wont up in that direction.
1977. Prom your knowledge of the waters coming over those swamps, did not you think it your duty to 
take some notice of it, and report it to the Check Inspectors .J No ; I thought the Chock Inspectors
would take notice of things like that. ,
1978. Do you not consider that it is the duty of every man to look after his personal safety and the safety
of others ? Yes; but seeing that I was not an experienced man, I should think that if I mentioned any
thing of that kind they would laugh at me. .
1979. And simply because you thought people would laugh at you you would run the risk or going into 
dangerous places, and not mention the matter to the proper authorities ? Yes.
1980. PTendnit.} I do not commend your sentiments. _

The witness withdrew.

Alexander Eoss, jum, sworn and examined
Mr. A. 1981. President.'] What are you by profession, Mr. Eoss ? I am manager of the Newcastle Colliery.

Kq&S, jun. 1982. Have you had any opportunity of inspecting the Perndalc Colliery ? No. _
-s 1983. Do you know anything about the working of that colliery ? No, with the exception of what I have

4 June, 1886. seen on the plan of it. „ . , , , ,
1984. When did you see the plan ? A day or two after the catastrophe occurred.
1985. That was on the Saturday? Yes, I think it was on Saturday morning.
1986. And you saw the cavity where the sand had fallen through ? No ; I cannot say that because the
tide was up at the time. _ _
1987. Was the nature of the fall explained to you? Yes. _ j ii. 4.
19SS. What explanation did you receive? I was told that it was a hole about 4 icet square, and that 
during the running of the water about an acre or two of sand had been carried down with it,
1989. Did you receive certain information from the manager m the colliery office as to the nature of the 
roof and character of the workings under this fall? 1 cannot say that I did exactly ; 1 have a recollec
tion of some question being put to him.
1990. That is to say that you did not put any question to him, hut others did ? Ves.
1991. Do you recollect any statement as to the width of the bords ? Yes. _
1992. What was stated to be the width of (he bords under that fall ? I heard him say that they were 6

1993. Did you hear the manager, Mr. Powell, make any statement as to previous hills? Yes; I heard
him make one remark.
1994. As to what? As to one particular fall. , , ,, , j • ^ ,
1995. Can you recollect the description he gave of this (all ? les ; he said that a tall had simply taken 
place, but it had choked itself. 1 ana not prepared to say that he stated any time that had elapsed between
that fall and the late catastrophe. . , ^ 1T , ,
1996. Do yon know whether he stated whether it was six or seven weeks or fifteen months . He did not
state weeks, I am sure.
1997. Was it fifteen months ? I cannot say as to that, but 1 understood it was a very considerable time
before the last fall. , , ^ j 4- 4.1 i 1
1998. Did you hear any explanation that Saturday morning as to the mode of conducting the coai-work- 
ings along the crop ? Nothing'particular, excepting as to their being 6-yard bords with ordinary pillars, 
and that extra care was taken as to timbering. 1999.



855

EOYAL COMMISSION ON COITJEIilJlS—MINUTES ON ETEDENCE. 47

1999. Was it explained to you that certain narrow places were driven in the soft' coal to 
the crop ? X do not remember that,
2000. Have you seen the plan ? Tes.
2001. Was the line of crop shown on the plan ? That I cannot remember, but I do not
2002. Was it a finished plan or a tracing f It was a tracing.
2003. Would you look at lhat tracing and say whether it was the same that you saw? 
is the same.

Dictated by the President:—I\I r, Koss recognizes the special headings marked “J” ^
the place where Mr. Powoll pointed to as the site of the fall that occurred some time before the 
catastrophe. Mr. Eoss also recollects the site of the present fall as that marked on the plan.

2004. Then it was explained to you at the meeiing on that Saturday that a considerable body of rock had 
fallen, and given access to the swamp waters? Well, 1 understood that a body of rock had fallen and 
made a cavity or hole about 4 feet square, and that round the mouth of that, in a bell shape, it had 
worked its way up through the action of )he water, causing greater falls down below.
2005. Asa matter of fact, it was explained to you lhat the surface deposits measured about 20 to 25 feet 
iu thickness, and what had fallen down measured in thickness about 40 to 4*2 feet? I remember the 
depth stated by Mr. Powell was about 60 feet altogether,
2006. Did it occur to you that the weight of 25 feet of sand and water should he capable ofhursting a hole 
of that size in such a thickness of rock? Well, it would be extraordinary in one way and yet not in 
auotjier. In the event of tho surface being composed of rotten rock it would not be very remarkable. 
200/, But wc have evidence that the rock that came away was composed of a considerable thickness of 
conglomerate, and that there was 9 or JO feet of rock, such as you describe, at the bottom, which 
required to be supported by timber? I should think there was some flaw in the rock or fissure.
2008. Was it explained to you that the hole that had been formed was determined by lines and fissures ? 
No, I do not remember that being explained.
2009. Did you form any opinion as to whether shallow coal-workings could with safety be continued 
under these tidal swamps? It has occurred tome that the greatest care should betaken in working 
under tidal swamps.
2010.. In determining the amount of care that should be taken, would it be reasonable in your opinion to 
take into consideration the circumstances that 40 or 42 feet of solid strata had in this instance given way? 
Oh, yes, I think that should be lakcn into consideration.
2011, In other words, you consider lhat a very wide berth or margin should be given to the crop in these 
seams under tidal water? Tes, unless they have something very solid above them.
2012. And you are of opinion that care should bo taken to ascertain that? Yes.
20J.3, And are you of opinion that considerable dapger attends the indiscriminate working of coal under 
tidal swamps? Tes; 1 have formed an opinion that the greatest care should bo taken.
2014. Do you mean to say that indiscriminate working is attended uith considerable danger? 1 did not 
say there was any indiscriminate working there.
2015. You have stated already that the nature of the surface deposits and the strata ought to bo ascer
tained? Yes.
2016. Well, if this were ascertained, would not that be indiscriminate working? I should consider 
it very injudicious to work under tidal waters without obtaining the fullest information as to what was 
above the coal.
2017. ] understand you have no knowledge as to the underground workings ofPcrndale? No; I was 
never down there.
2018. Mr. Neil son At the meeting of colliery managers, T believe the whole matter was discussed care
fully and deliberately? Yes, and wc arrived at an unanimous conclusion as to the probability of finding 
the body of the man drowned in the pit.
2019. Mr. Turnhull.'} Did Mr. Powell say anytliing about certain bords being driven 4 yards wide? No; 
he did not mention that to my recollection,
2020. What width did he say the bords were driven in this particular part? 6 yards wide.
2021. Mr. Daeies.~\ What special care should be taken, in your opinion, in working a colliery under these
circumstances? Well, I should put in very good sets of timber to prevent the slightest subsidence any
where. ‘
2022. Was this meeting that you spoke of composed entirely of colliery managers? No; there were 
some there who are not now colliery managers.
2023. Mr. parley.1 When you were present at this meeting of colliery managers, in company with the 
manager of Ferndale Colliery, who was it that stated that the strata above these workings was composed 
of rotten rock? So far as my recollection goes, I think it was Mr. Powell, the manager of Ferndale, who 
made the statement.
2024. He stated that the rock was rotten? Yes, at that particular place.
2025. President] That is the impression he left on your mind ? Yes.
2026. Mr. Gurley]. You have stated that great care should he exercised in working coal under these tidal 
waters. In what direction do you imply that remark—do you mean it to refer to the strata overhead, the 
width of bords, or what? Yes, it would embrace all that—the strata overhead, the width of the bords, 
and tho timber to be used in the working.
2027. Has this idea occurred to you as a colliery manager, that a bord driven 6 yards wide could he 
narrowed at a certain distance in the workings and then widened out again ? Oh, yes, that could he done.
2028. Has that idea ever struck you? No.
2029. Mr. Thomas] 1 suppose it has occurred to you lhat in driving narrow bords with a rotten roof it 
would be advisable to use double timber? Yes. ”
2030. Do you think it would be safe to carry on bords 6 yards wide in such a place where the road has 
to be double timbered at intervals? That would all depend upon the upper strata. If it was good rock 
above then it would he quite safe.
2031. Mr. Jones] You say that a sufficient amount of timber forms an element in the safe conducting of 
mines under such circumstancesP Yes.
2032. But you could not depend upon the timber for more than a certain length of time? No ; it would 
he for tho safety of the men working there at the time.
2033. And would that not necessarily throw the weight of support back upon the pillars? Yes.

define the line of
A. Boss, pin. 

think it was. 4 June, 1886. 

Yes, I think that 

on the tracinm as

2034.
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Mr. _ 208'i. Mr. Sidnlunu'] Would it lie judicious to work timt coal at all under the tidal swamps with such a
A. Ross, jun. roof ns ]i0W Cx;5t-S ? That would depend entirely upon what information the management was in possession 

of as to the nature of the strata. I have already answered the question.
4 June, 1886. 2035. President] In determining future workings, the fact should he taken into consideration, and kept 

steadily in view, that 40 feet of rock under these circumstances gave way? Yes, I am quite of that opinion.
The witness withdrew.

48 ' HOYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES—MINUTES OF ETIDEXCE.

James Hunter sworn and examined :—
Mr. 2036. President] What are you by profession ? I am manager of Waratah Colliery.

J, Hunter. 2037. Hare you had special opportunities of inspecting tho Ferndale Colliery ? Ho.
2038. Have you been in the underground workings of Ferndale ? Ho.

4 June, 1886,2039. Were you at a meeting of managers held on the Saturday after the accident ? Yes.
2040. That meeting wras convened by tho proprietors, I presume ? Yes, to consider the position. _
2041. And you of course heard the explanations that w'ere given by the manager in reply to the questions put 
by the gentlemen assembled ? Yes.
2042. And you heard the thickness of the surface deposits ? Yes. _
2013. Was it explained to you that some of these workings were narrow places that had been driven up to 

■ the crop ? Yes,
2044. And these narrow places that determined the line of the crop were under the tidal waters ? Yes.
2045. Do you recollect whether it was explained to you that a fall-in had taken place in one of these
narrow workings some months before ? Some time before, yes. _
2040. Do you recollect what was said about that fall, in explanation. Was it said that it choked itself 
with the stuff that fell ? I did not hear that said.
2017. Was it explained to you that the fall came to the surface ? I cannot say definitely.
2048. Was the position of that fall explained to you on the plan ? Yes.
2049. Can yon recognise that position on the plan? Yes, I recognize the position—at<! J” heading.
2050. Do you recollect now whether it was explained to you that the fall came to the surface ? I cannot 
recollect.
2051. Hut you were told that these workings were under the tidal swamps? Oh, yes.
2052. Did you form any impression as to the safety of working under these tidal swamps under such diffi
culties as existed here ? Well, I thought they should be required to work under greater restrictions there.
2053. With respect to the fall that had taken place two days before this meeting took place, can you
recollect whether the manager explained to you the width of the bords in winch the fall-in took place ? I
understood lhat the bords were an average of S yards ; but 1 cannot say as to this particular bord.
2054. Do you recollect definitely whether he explained to you that they were S-yard bords? Ho ; but
that is the impression left on my mind. 1
2055. Did you put the question yourself ? Ho. _
2056. Did you not know that it was a question of vital importance in such an inquiry as to the width of 
the bords ? I believe the question was put, and the impression was that they wore driving an average of 
S yards.
2057. Do you know who put the question ? Ho.
2058. Do you refer to the general system of working that was pursued in this colliery when you say that 
the bords wore driven 8 yards wide, or do you mean to say you understood that 8-yard bords were driven 
in this particular locality where the inundation took place? I refer to the general system.

’ 2059. But I am speaking of the bords under the fall-in at this particular point ? I cannot speak as to
the exact width of those particular bords.
2060. Then having formed an opinion as to the working of coal-seams under tidal swamps, can you tell us 
under what conditions, in your opinion, these coal-seams should he worked ? Well, I should say that you 
ought to leave at least half of the coal on.
2061. T mean, what conditions as to the roof, or the depth of these surface deposits. Do you mean to 
say that leaving half the coal in the direction of this fall would have materially strengthened the roof? 
Yes, I think so.
2062. There was 30 feet of conglomerate and from 7 to 9 feet of shaly sandstone on top of the coal, and 
yet you think that leaving (say) feet of coal would have materially strengthened that roof? Yes, I 
think so.
2063. And that it xvould have rendered the position safe ? Yes.
2064. Do you know the thickness of the coal that was worked in Ferndale ? I believe it was about 4 feet.
2065. Then by leaving 21 feet there would only be 18 inches to recover. Do yon think it possible to work 
coal under such conditions ? I am speaking as regards the size of the pillars—not tho vertical depth of 
the coal.
2066. You mean to say that you would leave as much in pillars as you would take out, and that by this 
means you could safely work this coal under the swamps ? I think it would bo much safer.
2067. And that is without taking into consideration the width of bords or thickness of pillars ? Oh, yes.
2068. "NYhat width of bords would you suggest? Hot more than 5 yards, and the same size of pillars.
2069. Mr. Davies] Have yon any experience of working coal under tidal influence? Ho.
2070. Mr. Curley] Had you known that in a narrow heading the roof had come in, would that alter your 
opinion about the bords being driven witli safety at 5 yards ? I understood that the fall had come in at 
the crop.
2071. Mr. Swinburti] Do you consider it would he 1x136 to work with 5-yard pillars under all circum
stances? Not if ] had a knowledge of repeated falls-hack from the crop.
2072. Well, with your experience as a manager, what would yon do under the circumstances ? I should 
do as I have said—that is, take half of the coal and leave half.
2073. And you are of opinion that you would be safe in doing so ? Yes, I think so, unless there were 
any special indications to the contrary.
2074. If you had any idea thatyou were working under tidal roofs, and you did not know the nature of 
overlying strata, would you not endeavour to ascertain what was above the coal? Yes, I should, before 
working it.

The witness withdrew.

Bichard
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207.r>. 
2070. 
2077. 
207S.

liicliard Colierill sworn and examined ,—
President^ "What is your occupation ? T am a miner.
And as a miner, were you ompioyed at Kurndnlc (Jolliery ? ircs ; I went there as a shifter. 
"Where did you work principally? All over the place ; wherever 1 was sent.

. Mr. Jt. 
Cot.Lcrill,

how long? d have been working 4 ^ime’ 

the world? I have been woi'kinn;

Yos ; I beliove the mine 

(jon<;lomeratc rock

Have you had considerable experience as a miner, and if so. 
underground for twenty-three years.
2079. lias your experience been m the Colony, or in other parts of 
just round about .Newcastle and the Maitland district
20S0. Was the safety of the men looked after in working the I'cmdnle Colliery ? 
was safely conducted.
2081. What was the charneler of Ihe roof over a great part of tho workings? 
principally.
2082. Have you seen any place iu Perndalc heavily timbered ? Yes.
2088. Hid yon put sets of timber iu where the conglomerate rock was ? T was not called upon to pm 
much timber in.
2084. What. T want to know is, what the roof consisted of where tho timber was put in ? It was of a shaly
nature. '
2085. Was tho timber put in simply to keep up the shaly roof? Yes; tho mon put it up to protect 
themselves.
208G. Hid you know where the eastern workings were proceeding, or that they had already entered under 
the tidal swamps ? Yes. '
2087. You knew that the workings were under the swamps ? Yes.
2088. And also that they were covered by water at spring-tides ? Yes.
2089. And that your roof was covered at high-water? 1 knew that since the fall-in took place, but not 
before,
2090. Have you been in any of the workings approaching the crop of the seam ? Yes ; there was a fall 
there about twelve months last February. J helped to put a stopping in there.
2091. What did that stopping consist ol ? Jt consisted of timber.
2092. How did you proceed ? Wc set in uprights and cross-bars, and then piled tho sleepers on top of 
one another.
2098. To retain the transverse sleepers you put vertical props into the pavement? Yes.
2094, And did Ihe fall choke itself against that? Yes.
2095. What did the fall consist of ? Of sand and clay.
209G. Wore there auy shells ? Yes.
2097. And water? Yes.
2098. Was there much water ? Yes, there was a good deal.
2099. Where did you think it came from ? It must have come from the surface. I believed if did.
2100. Was the water fresh or salt? J cannot say that.
2101. Then you saw sand and shells and a deal of water coming down. DM it occur to you that this
came from the swamps above ? It did nor strike me. "
2102. Hid you know where tho fall was on the surface? No; I did not know where it fell in.
2108. Hid it occur to you llmt those workings were conducted under circumstances of danger when you 
saw the shells and sand coming down ? No ; I did not think there was any danger. *
2104. Whore did you suppose the sand and shells came from—did you suppose they came from the swamps ?
No; I never gave the matter a thought before. * .
2105. Hid you consider that the fall indicated danger ? No,
210G. You are sure of that ? Yes.
2107. Did you ever consider there was any danger there ? No,
2108. Ho you recollect having a conversation with some of your fellow-workmen on the occasion of the 
fall? No.
2109. And you did not tell your fellow-workmen that you apprehended danger ? No.
2110. Do you recollect one Jackerman ? Yes.
2111. Did you not have a conversation with him on the subject ? Not that I can recollect.
2112. Is it possible that you might have had a conversation with him on the subject ? I might have had.
2113. Is it possible you might have expressed a fear that this fall would give some Double ? I do 
not recollect saying so.
2114. Did you think so ? No. ^
2115. lou are sure of that ? Yes.
211G. Supposing that Jackcrman said that you did say so, would you alter your opinion ? 
said so, but I do not recollect.
2117. If you had not entertained such a belief, how would you account for mailing such 
Jackerman. Wore you not aware that the fall had come down twice ? No.
2118. Was the barricade sufficiently strong that yon put in there? J should think so— 
that it has given way to this day.
2119. And you considered that it was a strong and sufficient stopping ? I did.
2120. Did you ever work in a narrow heading that went towards the crop further to the east? The only 
narrow beading that I knew of is where we put that stopping in.
2121. You do not know of another heading nearer to the east—I mean where Teasdale and Cimliff 
worked during the last cavil. You know those men ? Yes.
2122. Well, they broke away two bords from the bottom of this heading ? Yes, I know that place.
2123. Do you recollect what the width of the bords was in that direction? They were narrow bords.
2124. What width were they ? 4 yards, I think.
2125. And the bord below that—what width was it ? I cannot tell you, as I did not take any notice of it. 
212G. You think the upper bords were narrow ? Yes.
2127. Have yon heard any rea_son assigned for driving those narrow bords? I do not know what Mr. 
Powell’s intentions were in driving the bords narrow.
2128. Did you consider the management were looking sufficiently after the safety of the men in conduct
ing those workings towards the east ? Yes ; he was careful iu providing plenty of timber, and he stopped 
tho bords when they were coming too near the crop. 1 believe he worked the mine with due care for the 
safety of the men.
' G71-G
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Mr. 2129. Then you have no cause lo complain of the management? No ; I never had any cause.
It. Cotterill. 2130. Were the men paid extra for putting up seta of timber ? Yes. t

2131. Were the men allowed to put up what timber they liked, or was any control exercised over them in 
4 Juno, 1886. tjmj. direction ? I cannot say.

2132. What is the usual practice in such cases ? Are the men allowed to put timber where they please 
without first consulting the overman ? No; f do not think so.
2133. Have you worked in the eastern workings as a miner ? No.
2131. Mr, Usher!] Do you know whether any fall took place between that first fall and the last one ? 
No, I do not,
2135. Mr. Jones!] Were you supplied with a copy of the rules of tho colliery ? When 1 was working ou 
the roads I was.
2136. Mr, Davies,] You are quite sure you never had any conversation with, or made any statement to, 
young Jackerman as to the safety orotherwise of working under these swamps ? I have no recollection of 
it at all.
2137. And you say that you had no thought of any danger ? No; I had no thought of any danger then.
2138. You have been all over the pit, I suppose ? Yes.
2139. When you were putting up the barricade, and saw the sand aud sea-shells, did you not think that 
they came from the tide ? I did wonder where tho sands aud shells came from, and it certainly did strike 
me as to where they came from, hut I did not say anytliing about it.
2140. In going about as a shift-man, you caine frequently into contact with tlie miners ? Yes.
2141. Was it not a themo of conversation amongst them that they were working under those tidal 
swamps ? No, nothing of the kind.
2142. Mr. Carlet/,] Who gave you instructions to put that stopping up ? I am not certain wliother it 
was Mr. John Smith or Mr. Joseph Powell.
2143. Was he there when you started to put in the stopping, or did you go by yourselves ? I think wc 
went by ourselves.
2144. What instructions did you receive ? Wo were told to choke the fall up as much as we could—to 
build the stopping up well.
2145. Had you much conversation about the fall with the overman at the time ? No.
214C. Can you tell us in so many words the instructions you received ? No ; I cannot tell you what tho 

, actual words were.
The witness withdrew.

50 EOYAL COMMISSION' ON COUJEIUKS—MINUTES OF KYUUiYCE.

Mr. Joseph Powoll recalled:—
Mr. 2147. President.] In connection with this “little fall” that occurred at a part of J special heading, you 

Joseph Powell are awarc that it occurred about fifteen months ago. How did you become aware of it? X was 
sent for,

4 June, 1886.2p4g_ By whom were you sent for ? By the wheelers. _
2149. Did you send anybody to rectify the fall ? Yes; I sent Joseph Jackerman and Richard Cotlerill,
to the best of my belief. _
2150. Can you state the exact words you used in giving Ihe instructions ? I gave them orders to put in 
a stopping there, with the object of preventing any further roof from coming down. The work was done, 
and nothing ran from them from that time until the accident occurred.
2151. You gave orders generally as to the character of the stopping yon wanted to he put in? Yes.
2152. And you told them bow to do it ? Yes. _ _
2153. And did you visit them during the operations to see that they were carrying out your instructions ? 
Yes, I did once.
2154. Had you auy conversation with any of the men subsequently about this fall ? No.
2155. Do you recollect a man named William Williams ? Yes.
2156. Did he at any time express fears to you as to the safety of the mine ? No. I do not think
Williams was working near that place at nil. * _
2157. I am asking whether, since the fall, William Williams had any conversation with you about it ? 
Never; I do not think he ever saw the fall.
2158. But he might have heard about it and spoken to you on the subject ? No, he did not.
2159. Did you ever state to any of the men that whore the fall had occurred was a dangerous place, aud 
that you ran a risk of being diwned out some day? No ; I. have no knowledge of having said anything 
of the kind,
2160. Did you ever give expression to such words ? No, not that I am aware of. I do not see how 
I could.
2161. Did you state that the mine was in danger from this fall, and was likely to be drowned out ? No; 
I cannot say that I did.
2162. Do you recollect speaking to William Williams ? Not in connection with anything in the mine.
2163. Then had you any apprehension for the safety of the mine from this fall ? I say the same now as 
I said before, that I never had any apprehension,
2164. Did you know that this fall occurred under the swamp ? Some time after it occurred I did. I think 
I said that before.
2165. Had you suspected danger, I suppose you would not have poncealed it from the proprietors ? No,
2166. Do you know Woollett? Yes.
2167. Do you recollect the bord he was worldng in ? Yes ; 1 believe it was the lltb bord.
2168. Did it require timbering ? Not mueb. He used to put timber in there when it was not required.
2169. And did you refuse to pay for seven sets ? Yes ; they were not necessary, and to make myself 
secure I took my father there. We sounded the roof; it was close on the conglomerate.
2170. X suppose some little supervision was necessary to control the men in the pit? Yes, in some 
places.
2171. Did the men often put in timber when and how they pleased? Yes.
2172. Mr. T/iomas.] Did you find from this first fall that you were inconvenienced at all by the quantity 
of water? No. There was very little water indeed coming. Many of the bords were making ten times 
88 much water. It did not inconvenience anyone.

2173,
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2173. Mr. Ncihon.'] 1 understand you to say tliafc the miners pretty well exercised their own judgment Mr.
in the matter of timbering? Yes : they were told always to secure themselves, and not to stint them- Jo^phPowell
selves as to timber. In ease of a dispute occurring I go to the manager and leave it with him.
217-i. Mr. Usher.J Did you ever object to pay for any timber in any other portion of the mine? I do **'une> 
not think wo did. "
2175. IVoollctt says that this timbering which you refused to pay for extended over a fortnight. How was it 
that you did not stop him before ? "Well, it was in this way. I could not go round every day, and when
1 went round to take the numbers, which I used to do every fortnight, X could then see that the timber 
he was putting in was not necessary.
2176. Mr. Junes,] How long was Woollett working tho coal? About five months. He had been water
baling, aud he prayed tho manager to put him on the coal.
2177. Would a miner of greater experience have put this timber in? Ko; he would not take tho 
trouble.
2178. Do you think it was want of experience which led him to put this unnecessary timber in? Well, I
cannot say as to that. He was only five months on the coal, but he may have been shrewd enough to put
in a set in order to get tho money for it.
2L79. D the skips were a little bit slack he would find time to put the timber in? Yes,
2180. Mr. Davies.] Was there any rule as to the distances at which you would place the timber? No ; 
it would depend very much on the nature of the roof.
2 LSI. I suppose the manager or the overman would be the judge as to tho necessity for it ? Yea.
2182. Was it not the duty of the deputy to visit the working-places every day ? Yes. -
2183. Did he ever report to you as to this unnecessary timbering ? Not as to that particular ease, but 
he has often told mo that there was no necessity for so much timber.
21S4. Do you think that your action with regard to Woollett was calculated to make the men careless 
where there was real necessity for timbering ? No, I do not, because where they saw there was a necessity 
for it they would do it for their own safety.
2185. d/r. Ctirlet/.] In passing round ihe mine at the time this fall-in took place, did you ever casually 
mention the subject ? No, not to the workmen ; they could see it themselves.

The witness withdrew.

John Abrahams sworn and examined:—
2180. President,] What is your occupation ? I am a coal-miner.
2187. Were you employed as a minor in Derndale ? Yes.
2t88._ In what part of the colliery did you work? I was working for six weeks before the last fall up in 
the rise workings.
2180. While you were working in that part, did one of the bords go up towards the crop where tho fall-in 
took place ? Yes ; 1 worked in that heading.
2190. Can you tell us what you got in the face ? I can tell you that the place was safe,
2191. Did you drive up to the sand ? I did not see any sand at all.
2192. What was the roof like ? It was a shaly kind of sandstone.
2193. Was it a good roof ? Yes.
2191. Did you sec this little fall come in ? Yes; about 20 yards of sand came in, and we could not get 
iu to work ; before we left at night X saw' clay making in, and when wc went iu tho uext morning the fall 
had come in altogether. *
2195. What did you see besides sand there ? I saw oyster-shells.
2196. Was there much water? No, there was not much water.
2197. Where did you think that sand came from ? I thought it came from the surface.
2198. Did you know whore you were working at the time? No, not exactly.
2199. Did you,not know that you were working under tho swamps ? Yes; towards the smelting works 
somewhere.
2200. Did you know that lhat heading you have spoken of was under the swamps ? I believe it was.
2201. But did you know it at the lime you were working that heading, that it was under the tidal 
swamps ? I did not know until she fell in.”
2202. Who told you that? 1 heard a man say so.
2203. Did you think there was any danger after you saw that fall-in? Well, no; I did not then, 
because it was stopped.
2201, But knowing that you were working the coal beyond the fall, did you not think you were incurring 
clangor ? No; I did not think of any danger then ; I never worked there after that.
2205, Where did you work after that ? ]n the next bord, below where we turned off a bord.
2200. What width did you turn that bord off? 4 yards.
2207. And, below you, were the bords worked ? Yes.
2208. What width ? 8 yards, I think.
2209. 1 our bord was 4 yards, you say ? Yes, turning off the heading, and then widening out to 8 yarda.
2210. Was it timbered ? Yes; we timbered all the way.
2211. Had you ever any dispute about the timber ? No; we were always paid for it.
2212. Was the roof bad there? No ; it was as sound as a hell.
2213. What was the object of putting timber in such a roof ? Just for safety.
2214. Docs not a roof like a bell constitute safety ? The timbers were a good distance from each other, 
and if the roof looked bad at any place we would then put them closer,
2215. Do you know of auy other narrow bords being put in? No; I left for New Zealand then, and 
when 1 came back I worked for about seven weeks at the colliery before tho big fall-in occurred.
2216. Where did you work during those seven weeks ? Down in the lower workings ; I did not know 
Ihe place where the last fall-in took place.
2217. Do you think the mine was safely conducted ? Yes ; 1 considered it a safe mine.
2218. Did you apprehend danger of any kind from working at that colliery? No.
2219. Have you over heard auy of your fellow-workmen talk about possible danger in the mine? No ; I
never heard anyone speak of danger. ’
2220. On coming back to that fall next morning, you noticed that it had gone back about 20 yards; did

■ ' you

Mr.
J. Abrahfims.

4 June, 1886.
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Mr. you think that you lived in a perfect state of safety there after you had seen that fall did it Hot occur 
■J. Abrahams. y0U that you ran a little risk in working there ? No, not at ail. t

2221. Did it occur to vou that another fall might take place, similar to the one you saw ? Xo ; 1 never 
4 June, 1S86. t]l ht al)out it. *

1 2222. Mr. Us/ier.] AVhat was the extent of the fall ? About 20 yards; we guessed it pretty well.
2223. Could you get over the fall ? Not right te the face.
2224, What was the drive there ? About 8 feet. _
2223. Mr. Daciai.] When you saw those oyster-shells, did it occur to you that they were deposited by 
water ? Yes : of course 1 knew that.
2226. And vou had no thought of any danger? No.
2227. j)fr. Ciertc#.] Was there any timber in that heading ? Yes, about 3 feet.
2228. Did the roof appear to be jointed? Yos, rather.
2220. Were there any slips in it—any graybacks ? It was a little shaly.
2230. Did you see any hard rock there ? No. _ _

‘ The witness withdrew.

James Thomas suoi'ii and examined:—
Mr.

J. Thomas

4 June, 1886

2231. President.] What are you by profession ? I am manager of the New Lamblon Colliery.
2232. Have you inspected the Ferndale Colliery ? I have not been down the pit. _ _
2233. Did you, in answer to a circular letter, visit Ferndale after the water had broken iu ? Yes.
2234. And'you heard some explanation as to the method of working at Ferndale ? Ales.
2235. And as to the character of the strata that had fallen in ? Yes.
2236. Was it explained to you that the principal workings had reached the crop ? Yes.
2237. And you understood that they were under the tidal swamps ? Yes. i
■2238. Did you hear anything of a fall that had taken place in one of these bords some time before ? No, 
1 did not. ^
2239. You did not hear Mr. Powell mention that? No, _
2240. Did you hear Mr. Powell make any statement as to the width of the bords under tho fall you were
inspecting? Y'es. ■
2241. What width of bords did he say were in that direction ? lie said they were driving 6-yard bords
there.
2242. You have no doubt about that ? None whatever. _ _ .
2243. Did Mr. Powell explain to you that the bords required extra timbering ? No. Ho explained that 
the headings required extra timbering on account of the softness ol: the roof.
-2244. That is the headings approaching the crop ? Ses. ■ _ _
2245. Have vou had any experience of the cost of putting in these double sets of timber ? Yes.
2246. Does it add considerably to the cost of working a colliery ? Ob, yes, certainly.
2247. Docs working these bords narrower involve extra expense ? A. os.
224S. Do you consider 6-yard bords narrow bords ? Yes ; anything under S yards. _
2249. It has been explained'to you that about 40 feet of rock or conglomerate fell in, and that about 25
feet of sand and clay rested on that rock. TJudor these cimimstanees. what opinion did you form as to 
the cause of the accident ? 1 thought it was through slants or joints in the ground underneath. _
2250. Can you detect these slants or joints in the underground workings at all times ? No ; sometimes
you can. and sometimes you cannot, ^ _ i
2251. And is there any means of knowing how far they may run up ? No; not in my experience.
2252. As to the working of coal under the swamp, has this accident caused you to ponder oyer the mode of
working the coal that should be adopted—has it not caused you to think that some special precautions 
should be adopted ? A\rell. I thought they were taking precautions by working those herds only 6 yards 
wide. I think that ought to have been sufficient under ordinary circumstances. _
2253. .But hero 40 feet of rock has fallen ? No ; that was on account of the broken strata. Of course if 
!■. man knew that ho had fissures or joints in the roof above him ho would take special precautions.
2254. Here are bords 6 yards wide.' Here is 40 feet of rock lying between the sand and the coal, and yet 
the rock gave way, the colliery was flooded, and all the men had a narrow escape of death, while one poor

. follow wa's d rowned and buried in the mine. Under these circumstances, do_l understand it to be clear to 
your mind that the bords must be driven narrower, or a greater thickness of rock must intervene between

■ the surface deposits and ihe coal ? Yes, that is my opinion.
2255. Mr. Curie//.] AYonld you he good enough to look at the plan, Mr. Thomas, and tell us whether you 
had pointed out to you where the little fall took place some time previous to this accident? I cannot say 
whether it was explained at the meeting of managers ? I was not aware oi it.
2236. Supposing that you had been aware of that, aud that 20 yards of sand had come down from this 
fall, would you have thought it wise to drive 6-yard bords hero in the locality of the fall ? It would all

■ depend upon my knowledge of the coal.
The witness withdrew.

SATUlfDAY,
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Jilrcemt:

Tilt;. 
51 it. 
Mit.
Mi:.

J. K. M. HOJiERTWON, Esq., Peesidest.
USHER. 
THOMAS. 
NEILS ON. 
TURNBULL.

Me. SW1NBUEN. 
Me. CURLEY.
Mr. JONES.
Mr. DAVIES.

Mb. DUEIE.

The Hon. ,1 nines Eleieber sworn and examined :—
2267, President.] L believe you arc one of the proprietors of Eerndale Colliery ? Yes. The Hon.
2238. Rave you taken an active part in tho management of the colliery in anyway? No, none what- J. Fletcher,
over. 1. have only taken the interest in it of an ordinary proprietor. Perhaps, however, L should correct
myself. Being myself a practical man, the manager, if he had any proposal to make, might consult me 5
for iny opinion on any subject. But beyond that [ took no part whatever in connection with the manage- une> 1
ment of the colliery.
225f). Did you frequently examine the underground workings? No; I think I have been once or twice 
in the pit since we bought it.
22(i0, To whom did you delegate the control of the underground workings ? To Mr. Powell, the 
manager, who we looked upon as a thoroughly competent man.
2201. You had every confidence in Mr. Powell’s ability ? Yes, every confidence.
2262. Arc you aware whether the underground workings were worked under difficult conditions? Yes ;
1 am aware that it was worked under circumstances of greater difficulty than any colliery in the district.
2263. Arc you aware that tho eastern workings were under the tidal swamps? Well, to tell you the 
truth, 1 never paid any attention to it. J left the whole of those matters in the hands of Mr. Powell.
2261'. Did Mr. Powell never inform you that the eastern workings had approached the tidal swamps ? Wc 
called the whole of that the swamp—all the field to the left of the hill.
2265. Did Mr. Powell, in communicating with you, ever refer to some crop workings that he had driven?
No ; 3 do not think he ever said a word to me about crop workings. I think lie mentioned to tho Board 
of Directors something about not going beyond a certain point towards the rise u orkings, and I think he 
pointed to a place on the plan.
2266. Did he mention anything to you about a fall having taken place towards the rise fifteen months
ago ? 1 do not remember that. I believe we had several falls, but nothing of special importance,
2267. Ho did not specially refer lo auy particular fall ? No.
2268. Are you aware that some of the working bords were extra timbered—that double sets of timber 
were put in ? Yes ; I have heard from the reports, and from what Mr. Bowell told mo in conversation, 
that between the overlying rock and the coal-seam there was some soft shaly substance that took a consi
derable quantity of timber to keep it up.
2266. Did you understand that the object of pulling in this extra timber was to keep up this shaly rock ■» 
underlying the conglomerate, aud to resist any pressure there might be from the surface ? Certainly not.
2270. Wore you aware that the bords were driven narrow towards tho rise? Y’es; Mr. Powell informed 
me aud tho other proprietors that he thought it would be better to err on tho safe side by driving
6-ynrd bords there instead of 8-yard bords. Wc have done something similar m the Co-operative 
Colliery.
22/1. This course was not taken through anticipating danger from the surface deposits? No.
2272. Did Mr. Powell, in his conferences wilh the owners, ever state that he anticipated danger from these 
workings ? No ; and ho is too good a man to have run inlo danger; had lie anticipated there was danger 
he would have stopped at once.
2273. You are quite positive that lie did not make any intimation as to anticipating danger there ? Yes ;
1 am perfectly sure of it.
2274. And you did not hear of any falls having taken place, and which came to the surfaco within the 
tidal waters before the last accident? No, 1 did not.
2275. Were you satisfied with the general arrangements that had been made by Mr. Powell for the prac
tical working of the colliery? 1 was ; I thought that under the circumstances he produced the coal 
exceptionally cheap.
2276. And, aa a practical man, having long experience of working coal-seams in tho Newcastle District, 
you had reason to feel perfectly satisfied wilh Mr. Powell's management? Yes, I was perfectly 
satisfied.
2277. lTou arc aware that the coal was produced at a high price as compared with other collieries in the 
district ? Yes.
22/8. Notwithstanding the fact that you were paying a much higher price than other collieries, you con
sidered that the circumstances warranted the increased amount paid ? 1 did, indeed,
2279. Then you found Mr. Powell a thoughtful, economical, and careful manager? Yes; I knew him 
thirly odd years ago, and had worked in the next bord to him as a miner. My experience of him as a 
manager fully bore out my previous experience of his character and abilities.
2280. As to his integrity and honesty you have no doubt then ? None whatever ; I would trust my life 
to him.
2281 It comes to this—you have every confidence in the good judgment of Mr. Powell ? I have.
2282. About the beginning of last year some of your partners in Ferndale formed a different opinion from 
you ns to the cost of raising the coal ? Yes, they did.
2283. Some of them had doubts in their minds as to whether the coal was raised in the most economical 
way? Yes.
2281. And some arrangement was entered inf,o, and Mr. Croudnce was consulted. Were you aware of 
the iiilenliou f n call in Mr. Croud ace's aid ? 1 am aware of this, Mr. President: That they did not go out 
seeking for information as fo the cost of our production, bul Mr. Croudace did volunteer to give them

his
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ll’S 0P'n‘on 011 .^,c Rtiliject of getting the coal at iFemdulo. Mr. Sweetland told us of the circumstances 
' ]y[epC cr’ Mat led up to it. Mr. Croudaco, knowing the business connections, saw hlr. Sweetland, aud reference was 

made to our cost of production. Mr. Croudace went out of his way, I thought, to hazard a statement 
5 June, 1886, in his opinion, and knowing the circumstances, that the coal should be produced for 7s. per ton.

Considering the difference between what tho coal was really costing and Mr. Croudace’s estimate, my co
partners thought that something ought to be done to give effect to what Mr. Croudace said he was able 
to perform, and they suggested the propriety of engaging Mr Croudace as consulting viewer or engineer. 
They wrote to me accordingly on the subject, and t at once coincided with their views, but I added 3d. 
per ton over and above tbo sum that was mentioned, viz,, 7s, I said 1 wasquiteprepared to give the extra 3d. to 
comeand go upon, and made it asine^fM non that if he produced the coal for that amount that we should give 
him £400 or £450 a year instead of the sum that he had suggested. But it was to be on the distinct under
standing that the coal was to be got out at the price stated. Then I was asked to see Mr. Croudace, 
which 1. did, but after he had seen the colliery he submitted proposals which would have cost £10.000 to 
give effect to. He proposed to sink a shaft to the dip, and start away a pair of winning-places, anil work 
the coal to the rise. He also said that it might be necessary to depose Mr. Powoll, and appoint a man of 
Ids own there. I told him that if he was prepared to carry on the colliery with tho present appliances, 
with the object in view, and Mr. Powell would not act under bis instructions, he would have lo be 
removed, aud some other person appointed in his place ; but if he, in order to give effect to his voluntary 
promise to get the coal at 7s. per ton, must, in the first place, underiake works of such cost and magnitude, 
then, of course, Mr. Powell was equally capable of doing it himself.
2285. Hid M r. Croudace, in entering into any particulars with you, state how he proposed to work the 
coal ? Yes ; he wanted to drive a pair of winning-places away ahead in (he thin coal, for half a mile or 
thereabouts. Then a shaft was to be sunk to the dip. To my mind, seeing that the water was as much 
as we could contend with, I thought it would cost considerablv more to adopt Mr. Croudacc’s scheme.
2286. Were you aware that tlie thickness of the coal there was 2 feet 6 inches‘f Iso, I was not aware; 
but 1 know we had to pay extra to the miners working in that part.
22S7. Then, from your experience of winning coal at Newcastle, do you think lhat it was possible to win 
the coal and effect economy with such thin coal as you had ? Certainly not, aud that is why 1 con
demned his scheme. It was agreed by most of us to work from our present working-places, as Jar as wo 
could, and then to go beyond and make fresh winnings.
2288. Then Mr, Croudace did not satisfy you, in his personal explanation, that he was able to effect tho 
economies he had indicated? No; but he did satisfy mo that ho wanted to interfere with the duties of 
those who knew more than be did.
2289. Prom his proposition, did you understand that ho was aware of tho position of those eastern work
ings ? He never said a word about danger being there.
2290. I did not ask you that, Mr, Pletchor. Hid you understand that ho was acquainted with the 
position of these workings ? Yes.
2291. And that he was aware of the difficulties of the surface at the place where he proposed to sink the new 
shaft? Yes.
2292. Did he send a report to the owners after his visit ? At that time ho did.
2293. And knowing the positions that these workings held with respect to the surface, and knowing that 
they were well within the tidal waters, did lie give you any advice ns to the amount of caution that should 
be observed in the working of the coal under these swamps ? No; he did not do so, cither by direct com
munication or inference.
2294. Hid he mention the word danger to you in connection with the workings ? No.
2295. Neither then norat any future time ? Yes ; he became a wise man after the fall had taken place. 
2290. Mr. Croudace, you say, made a proposition to the proprietors, that on certain conditions, if he 
was appointed “viewer ” or consulting engineer, he would be able to carry on tho workings under these 
tidal swamps by means of sinking a shaft and other operations, &c. ? Yes, that was tho proposition he 
made to us.
2297. Hid you consider these as safe propositions for a colliery manager to make ? I did not, because I 
thought we could not get a better man than wo had, nor, indeed, as good a one.
2298. Ho you consider that it would be an advantage to Mr. Croudace, with all his experience and local 
knowledge, to have a good and tried manager to carry out his behests in preference to an overman ? I 
certainly do; Mr, Croudace, ■when he was below, made a great point against the management about some 
trifling matter of steam coming out from a cylinder in connection with some of the pumping apparatus,
2299. Wc attach no importance to that? I think you are right, but I ivas only tolling you.
2300. As a practical man, you were not to be taken in in that way ? No, I waa not.
2301. And with respect to Mr. Croudace’s report, it was discussed by the proprietors, T suppose ? Yes.
2302. Bid you see Mr. Croudace thereafter ? No. I think Mr. Sweetland was authorized lo inform him 
that we were unanimously of ppinion that, in consequence of the amount we would have to expend, as

■ compared with the value of his professional services, wre would do better to remain as wc were.
2303. You did not estimate his anticipated savings at the amount of the salary he required ? No. Wo 
decided that he could not effect the savings that he professed to bo able to effect.
2301. With respect to the disaster that occurred at 1’crndale in March last, did you visit the scene of the 
disaster? I did.
2305. And did you make inquiries as to tho width of the places below the fall ? I did.
2306. And what answer did you receive ? I was told by Mr. Powell that the bords were driven 6 yards 
wide, and barely that.

^r' Pmve^ aBS'gn any reason for such a thickness of rock breaking down ? Yes ; he did say 
that there must have been a rotten place in the rock, and that the water coming there had made the 
broach so much larger, and eventually caused the fall. I asked him particularly if he had thought there 
was any danger to be apprehended, and his reply was that he had scon none whatever, and that the men 
did not consider it unsafe.
2308. In working coal, you often have occasion lo find joints or fissures in the roof ? Yes.
2309, Can you always tell how far these joints extend upward ? No; and I once experienced a difficulty 
from that cause myself, where a fall took place in a narrow bord, and the water came in from a creek, 
to cross which, in safety, every precaution bad been taken.

Mr. J. Y. Ncilson corroborated this statement,

54 eotal coioirssioy col mi; it ins—ms urns or evidence.

2310.
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2310. And in working tho coni there, had vou no means of estimating the danger? jNTo; cverytliiilg
appeared to he sound. ° ° ' J-^eteher,
2311. Having examined Mr. Powell as to this late accident, what conclusion did you come to? I came ^ _I_
to the conclusion that it was not brought about by any carelessness on the part of the management, 5 junc jgafi.
bccaose every precaution had been taken. In other words, I thought it was one of those unexpected ‘ 
events whith no human eye can foresee.
2312. Did he mention to you at the time that a fall-in had taken place in the direction of a special head
ing? He showed me a subsidence. .
2313. Do you consider the fact of such an accident occurring atPcrndale—where 10 feet of rock, under a
pressure of 25 feet of sand and water, broke down—a sufficient reason why special precautions should 
be taken in working coal under tidal swamps for the future ? I think it is a question well deserving the 
serious consideration of practical men ? 1 think that I, in a manner, demonstrated this in the appoint
ment of a Commission specially qualified to advise as to whether, in their opinion, iu working coal under 
similar circumstances some alteration iu the system ought to be made ; and 1 should prefer to reserve my 
opinion until the Commission inquires into the matter, and advises the Government thereupon—in fact, 
until the Commission 1ms performed its part of the duty.
2314. Did Mr. Croudace tender to the proprietary any other documentary communication than the 
report referred to ? Ho reported after the accident occurred. Ho voluntarily sent a communication to my 
co-partners,
2315. In that report lie gave you some opinion as to the workings at Derndale. Do you not think that, 
as a practical man, he ought to have tendered that advice some months before ? Certainly, if lie knew of 
it. Either he was ignorant of the danger, or he was dishonest in withholding his knowledge of it,
2310. Did he explain to you how he proposed to work the thin coal to the dip with (5-yard bords with 
profit nnd timber them ? I do not remember.
231.7. If so, would that have effected your reception of his proposal ? I do not think so.
2318. Canyon point to any reason why Mr. Croudace was anxious to depose Mr. Powell? No.
2310. Mr. JVeilsim.] lie never gave you to understand there was any danger ? No.
2320. Mr. Usher.'] Mr. Croudace proposes that the workings should extend to the east; do you see where 
it would go to. Yes.

[Position explained on the plan,]
2321. Mr. Jones.] And no pressure had been brought to hear upon the management which would impair 
the safety of the mine, notwithstanding the high cost of working the coal? Never. Instructions were 
given quite to the contrary. Mr. Sweetland has a copy of a communication on the subject, and I think 
it is only fair that you should know what my opinion was in that connection. I am very glad that tho 
Commission appear to understand that the subsidence of the surface was iu no way due to defective 
limbering of the roof.
2322. Mr. Davies.] Do you remember what instructions were given to Mr. Croudace as to what lie was 
to report upon? All 1 know is what I have already told you, that he voluntarily told one of my co
partners that he was in a position to produce the coal at 7s. per ton, and he went to tho colliery lo 
examine it with a view to seeing what lie could do to bring about the idea.
2323. Do you remember in any of Mr. Powell’s reports whether lie mentioned a fall having taken place 
in a portion of the mine near to tho scene of the late accident, and that shells and sand and mud came 
down there ? I never had any idea of it.
2324. Was there anytliing said as to excessive cost of timbering—that is, was there any objection to the ■
cost incurred ? Never. I knew it was better to bring timber than to clear away the falls. I always
said, “ ITso your own judgment, Powcil, and keep everything safe.”
2325. You arc quite sure that Mr. Croudace, before the accident, never pointed out to you or any of your 
co-partners the existence of any probable danger through working under these swamps? 1 am quite 
sure of it. The very idea of his proposing to go a considerable distance beyond the danger (as recently 
shown) incontestably proves that ho could not have done so.
2326. Mr Gurley.] I understand that the h’erndale Company offered the consulting viowership to Mr.
Croudace—is that so ? Yes, on certain conditions. 1
2327. Did he make an offer to take the position at a certain figure ? Yes. I think it was £4 or J5 per 
week ; hut I offered him £400 or £500 per annum, providing that he could give effect to the proposals 
which he had made to the Company.
2328. Prom your knowledge of coal-mining, did you consider that the offer made by the Company was a 
fair one ? 1 think so.
2329. Had you a knowledge of a subsidence of the surface that took place fifteen months ago near the 
crop ? I remember we had a fall near to the Waratah Company’s railway.
2330. Was it in the vicinity of the late fali? No; I had no particular intimation as to the immediate 
vicinity.
2331. Suppose you had a special knowledge that in a heading well timbered, and with an apparently 
sound roof, a fall had taken place, and that sand had come down, would you not have considered it 
dangerous to work this particular part ? That would depend upon circumstances. If I found it to ho 
merely a pit-hole I should have paid very little attention to it, but if it appeared to he the result of a 
general absence of rock it would have made me very anxious indeed.

At this stage Mr. Croudacc’s report, of March 20, 1885, with letter attached, dated August 3,
1885, were produced and read.

2332. Dresiieni.] Then, having received Mr. Croudace’s suggestions, you considered they wore of too ’
trilling a character to entertain ? Yes, that they were thoroughly impracticable.
2333. And would have made no appreciable reduction in the cost of the work ? No.

The witness withdrew.

"W. M. F. Tilley sworn and examined :—
2331. PresidentI understand you are a reporter on the Newcastle Morning TIcrald and Miners' Advocate? ^
I am. f
2335. As a reporter, were you present at Ferndale after the accident ? Yes, 5 Juw, 1883,

2336.
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Mr.W.M, F. 2336. ]Did you hear certain questions put to Mr. Powell, the manager of Ferndale CollieryI did.
■ Tilley. 2337. And the replies given by M r. Powoll ? Yos.
''T"”'-'!'’'' 2338. Among the questions asked, do you recollect whether Mr. Powell was asked as to the width 

5 ime, 6. ^ -|j0r(j8 under the tall, and if so, what reply did he give ? lie explained tho plan of the pit, commencing 
from the working-shaft,
2339. Ton have no knowledge of coal-mining? No.
2340. The witness hands in paper, dated March 22, 1886, containing report of the meeting of managers at 
Pcrndale, as referred to.

The witness withdrew.

MONDAY^ 7 JUNE, 1886.

present:—

Mb.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

•T. E .M. ROPEKTSON, Esq., President,
ESHER.
THOMAS,
NE1LSON,
TURNBULL.

Mr. SWiNBURN, 
Mr. CURLEY, 
Mr. JONES.
Mr. DAVIES,

Mu. DUR1E.

■ James Fletcher, ;jun., sworn and examined :—
Mr. J. 2341. President."] You are manager of the Co-operative Colliery ? Tes.

Fletcher, jim. 2342. Have you had opportunities of inspectiug the Ferndale Colliery ? .1. have been there when I was
asked by Mr. Powell to give friendly advice.

7 June, 1886. 2,qq,g_ "VVYrc you engaged as consulting manager ? No.
2344. How often have you been down the dip workings? I was never in the dip workings towards the 
east.
2345. Had you ever been towards the swamps? I had nothing to do with the workings at all.
2346. Then your connection with Perndalc was only as to advice ? Tes; with reference to laying out 
the engine-plane, &e.
2347. How long prior to the last accident was it that you visited the mine ? It was about twelve mouths 
last January—say about fourteen months prior to the accident. Since that time I have been there on the 
surface, but not below. Mr. Powell never advised me as to the details of the workings.
2318. Did you, at auy of your visits to tho colliery, think that under the circumstances it was being 
economically managed ? Tes ; I did as to the working.
2349. "Were there any special features connected with tho working of this mine ? Tes; as to the water 
and timbering. I thought Powoll was doing as well as any man could do under the circumstances,
2350. Have you known Mr. Powell for some timer Tes.
2351. And as a colliery manage]-, did you consider him a capable man for the position ho occupied? Tes ; 
I considered him a first-class man—a- good practical man.

. 2352. That is one in whom you could repose perfect confidence ? Certainly.
The witness withdrew.
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APPENDIX.

FEENDALE COLLIERY,
Record of borings lodged by Wm, Henderson. 

No. 1 Bohe.
At pimping-shaft.

Brown cl&y........
Ooal ...................
White shale........
Conglomerate .,, 
Shaly sandstone 
Conglomerate .. 
Clay ..................

Coal

Coal

Bobe No. 2.

To N. and E. above liigh-water-mark.

Surface.

Shaly sandstone 
Conglomerate ...

Shaly clay ..
Coal ..............
Ooal and dirt 
Coal ...............

Total depth...................... 103 0

No, 3 Bobe.
Near Tigbe’s Bridgej South of Robinson's Colliery.

Depth of shaft .....................................................................................................

Bore commenced.

Soft coal 
Coal ... . 
Shale witi 
Coal .....

Total depth

Bobe No. 7.

recommended by Mr. Croudace.

Clay . 
Smut.

Coal ..............
Coal and clay
Coal ..............
Shaly clay wit
Coal ..............
Clay band......
Coal ..............
Clay band......
Coal ...............

it in,
. 9 0
. 42 s
. 0 9
. 0 4
. 0 4
. 2 f>
. 1 (i
. 20 6
. 0 t;
, 20 0
. 5 3
. 1 6
. 1 10
. 0 6

.. 0 8

.. 3 3
. 0 6
m 7

ft. in.
.. i 0
.. 48 3

. 5 0
.. 11 0
.. 22 0
.. 9 0
.. 1 10

9
.. 3 2
.. 0 6

103 0

ft. in.
.. 52 0

.. 33 0

.. 5 0

.. 1 6

.. 3 0

.. 3 0
.. 2 7
... 0 6

100 7

)ing-pifc

ft. in.
... 40 0

0
.. 0 3

7
.. 0 3

118 1
... 1 82 5

4
.. 5 3
.. 2 4
.. 0 7
... 0 7
.. 1 4
.. 3 3

6
Total depth 140 9

f>71—r-H Bose
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9

■Rore Xo. 0.
Iu Bast Swamps, contiguous to road to Smelling "Works,

noose sand .......................
ilainly shale.......................
Conglomerate ...................
Clays .... ..........................
Coal inferior.......................
Coal and clay ....................
Coal ...................................
Sandy shale.......................
Conglomerate ...................
fthaly clay with coal pipes
Shaly sandstone ................
Shale..............................
Coal ...................................
Grey sandstone ................

ft. in. 
4S 0 
3 0 

22 0 
0 3 
0 0 
0 11 
3 2 

II 6 
3 0
2 (i 

33 8
5 0
3 1)
0 0

Total depth.........................MS 0

Bore No. 10.
In Bast Swamp. M" on plan.

ft. in.
Loose sand ......................................................................................................................  52 p

k Conglomerate ..................................................................................................................  4S p,
Clay ............................................................................................................................. ' ' o o
Coal .................................................................................................................................... 1 0
Soft band............................................................................................................................ 0 5
Coal ............................................................................................................. Z’ZV.!’ 3 S
Grey sandstone ...................................................... d..................................................... 1 3

Total depth..........................107 0

Bore No. 11.
South of Pumping-shaft, marked 0 on plan.

Loose sand ,,,. 
Conglomerate ..
Clay hod ..........
Conglomerate
Park shale ......
Shaly sandstone
Shaly clay .....
('oal .................
Sandstone grey

ft. in. 
. 20 0 

30 0 
. 0 0 
. 2o 0 
. 4 0 
. 22 0 
. 0 0 

3 3 
: 0 7

Total depth..........................Ill 4

Bore No. 12.
In centre of flat, north-cast of Pumpiug-pit.

ft. in.
Loose Kind ......................................................................................................................  (il o
Conglomerate ................................................................................................................... 22 0
Soft hod with gravel....................................................................................................... 0 fi
Shaly clay ........................................................................................................   J4 p
Sandy shale......................................................................................................................  13 ft
Coal ................................................................................................................................. 0 0
Clay band..................................................................................................................................... 1 3
Coal .......................................  0 S
Clay hand....................................................................................................................................................................................... ] 0
Coal .......................................................................................................................................................................................................3 3
Grey sandstone .....................................   0 4

Total depth...........................11!) 0

Account of boring for the Waratah Coal Company, north of Waratah Co.’s line of Hallway, and east of
Ferndale Coal Co.'s working-shaft, 1861 and 5. *

ft. in.
Pry sand ..........................................................................................................................  2 0
Quicksand ......................................................................................................................  2S 0
Blue clay..........................................................................................................................  20 0
Soft conglomerate ............................................................................................................  10 0
Hard conglomerate.......................................................................................................... 60 0
Post ami metal mixed ..................................................................................................... 13 fi

The remainder of this lino shows sections ofpost metal and shales to the depth of 362 feet 10 inches, 
but no coal found.

Beports by Mr. Inspector Dixon on Ferndale Colliery.
Sir, _ Glebeland, 2G September, 1S85.

I have the honor to report inspection of the above colliery on Sth inst., as follows :—
The total in-take current of air was about 17,000 cubic feet per minute for about 130 men, &c.
I was all through the working headings in the two splits, and found a good circulation of air in each heading, in fact 

upon the whole the ventilation in Ferndale ou this occasion was better than ever I found it before,
The travelling roads were in good order, and a plentiful supply of timber 011 the various flats ready for use.

X have, &c.,
John Mackenzie, Esq., JOHH DIXON, x

Examiner of Goal-fields. Inspector of Collieries.

----- — Sir,
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Sir, Glebeland, 27 February, ]$8G.
I have tbe lionor to report inspection of the greater portion of the Ferndale Colliery workings, on Monday last,

22nd inst.
I may here stale that owing to my being at the Stockton Colliery early on the same morning, investigating an accident, 

and having to go to Ferndale to investigate a very serious accident, by a fall of coal, to a young man named Banks, I did not 
take the anemometer with me, as I knew there would not be time to tost the ventilation, in audition to the duties in con
nection with the two accidents.

However, when in tho Ferndale Colliery workings I went through the principal headings and air-ways, and into some 
of the working bords.

I noticed that several of the bords at the lower end of Ho. 8 workings were getting near the lower fault, which was 
struck some time ago, and some of the bords in about the middle of tile workings were, being fore-won, owing to the heavy 
flip, and the consequent trouble with the water when being worked on the face. Since the lower fault was struck there 
Seems to he more water in the lower part of the workings, and the pumps are kept pretty busy.

In every portion of the workings where I went I found the wheeling-roads and other places well timbered, and, so 
far as 1 could see, secure.

The main engine-brow was in good condition, and the various stations well supplied with timber ready for use.
I have, &c.,

John Mackenzie, Fag., JOHN DIXON,
Examiner of Coal-fields. Inspector of Collieries.

Ferndale Colliery Cavil tor December, 1883,
-Vo. 1 Heading.

Uords, Names. Bords. Names. Bords. NaniCSt

i Williams (2). 1G Lewis and Bowen. 29
f '
Abrams and Wardrobe,2 Rees (2). 17 Harrison and Son. 30 Wilkinson and Smith.

3 Bythaway and Clark. 18 Douglas and Son. 31 Owen and Mulvey.
4- Cunliffe and Teasdale, 19 Thomas and Jones. 32 Jenkins and Williams,
i> WateVAll ami iforeyth. 20 Ayliffe and Hughes. 33 Murray and Spencer,
(> Bythaway and .Tervios. 21 Fade aud Baldwen, B. 34
7 Davis and Jacobson. 22 Jones and Hall. 35
S Dunkae and Brown, 22 Jones and Owen. 36
!) Fox and Arthurs. 23 Banks and Son. 37

10 Lawson and Son. 23 Bowditch and York. 38 Felling and Kafers.
11 M 'Jjaughlan {2), 24 Davis and Jones. 39 Peters and Johns.
12 Moorhouse and Charlcsworth. 25 Brown and Richmond. 40 Edwards and Ayhflh.
13
14
13

Williams and Louden,
Wright and Allsop.
Jones and Hadfield.

26
27
28

Hargraves and Williams.
M'Aeil and Woollett,
Williams and Stnnfoid,

„Yo, 2 ffeadinri.

41

1 5

1

1

A’o. 3 Headin'i,
J Arthurs and Andrews,

No. 4 Heading,
| Delanty and Son.

3

Cavil Sheet for the quarter beginning December 28th, 1885,

Nos. Names. Heading. Bord. Nos. Names. Heading, Bord.

4 Williams (2)......................................... ] 1 34 1 23
28 Roes (2)................................................. i 9 39 1 24
43 By the way and Clark.......................... i 3 3 1 25
13 Cunliffe and Teasdale........................ i 4 42 l 26
15 Waterall and Forsvth ................... . i 5 23 1 27

G Bytheway and Jervis.......................... i 0 20 1 28
2 Davis and Jacobson ............. ............ i 7 30 ] 29

4G Dunkae and Brown........... ................ i 8 22 1 30
21 Fox and Arthur................................. i 9 9 1 31
43 Lawson and Son.................................. 1 10 31 ] 32
27 ilcLanghlans (2) ............................... i 11 14 Murray and Spencer.......................... i 33
12 Moorhonso nnd Charlcswovth .......... i 12 26 Finnin and Kaffers............................ i 38
38 Williams and Louden......................... i 13 1 1 39
11 Wright And Allsop............................ i 14 44 1 40
24 Jones and Hadfield.............................. i 15 10 3 ]
43 Lewis and Bowen.............................. i Ifi 36 4 i

S Harrison and Son .............................. i 17 17 3
32 Douglas and Son................................. L IS 10 4
35 Thomas and Jones.............................. i 19 47
37 Avlcfte and Hutrhes .......................... i 20 33
41 1 21 i
40 Jones aud Hall................... . ............ i 22 29 o
18 Banks and Son.................................... i 23

Reports by Mr. Croudace on hern dale Colliery.
To the Proprietors of Ferndale Colliery, Newcastle,— Lambton Colliery, 20 March, 1885.

Gentlemen,
In accordance with your wish I visited your colliery on Wednesday Inst.

After examining your working plan, which showed the ordinary district system as being pursued, namely, pillar and 
stall, also showing the coal as coming from the north-east, east, and south-east portions of your property, I went under
ground and inspected a great number of places, wherein the thickness of coal varied from 2 feet 9 inches to 5 feet G inches, 
with stone or jerry to remove varying from 9 feet in the first instance to 8 inches in the latter.

The general dip of the scam, so far as I could judge, is undoubtedly to the south-east, but it is subject to many 
undulations, move than J have seen elsewhere in this district.

Your workings are following, with few exceptions, the dip of the scam. This is obviously objectionable. Your 
winning-places are not carried sufficiently far ahead of your general working.

Your iiiain engine-plane should have been carried straight on, viz., due east to near the end of your property, 
whereas it is diverted and interrupted by wide workings. Your coal-field has not been properly intersected fer economical 
haulage. Water
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Water is found in all parts of the mine, and, with the exception of tho Blakeand Tangye pumps, only primitive and 
crude appliances exist for dealing with it, which, I need scarcely say, are at all times the most expensive. Such may be and 
are daily resorted to as a temporary arrangement, but rarely where permanent water supplies are met with. You require 
better appliances and to make more use of gravitation; in fact, instead of working with nature—always an ally of man—you 
arc working against her. Observing one or two self-evident facts, 1 asked your manager if he had any sections or levels of 
various parts of the mine, but to my astonishment he said, No, not one,” thus showing that the system pursued is what 1 
may term the rule of thumb.

The Blake engine is in a dreadful state of oxidation. The Tangye 1 could not see for steam, and the manager could 
not get the pet-cocks to move either one way or the other. I might continue enumerating defects, but will briefly state 
there is ample room for improvement, which can only be effected by having sections and levels taken in various parts of the 
mine. Money expended—which, if judiciously expended two or three years ago, would now be saving you considerable 
outlay daily—and other little matters attended to and adopted, all of which 1 shall lie willing to point out to you by personal 
interview or report.

Upon ascending the shaft or tunnel, 1 inspected the surface position, and can only say 1 was strengthened in my 
opinion as regards the necessary work you should execute to assure more economical working.

J further strengthened my opinion as regards your heaviest costs by examination briefly of your pay-sheet.
I sent to Newcastle for the sections of sundry boreholes, which were sent to me ; these I left in charge of your clerk 

at the colliery. I have, &«.,
THOS. CROUDACK.

To the Proprietors of Ferndale Colliery, near Newcastle,— Lumbton Colliery, Lambton, 3 August, ISSo.
Gentlemen,

Mr. Fletcher, a few weeks ago, asked me to take the consulting managership of your colliery, at a salary of £200 
per annum, or say £4 per week. Since then I have again visited your colliery, have had levels taken from the shaft to the fault 
last struck, have taken a summary of hands employed, and have come to the conclusion that I can by a comparatively moderate 
outlay considerably reduce your costs of working within a few months ; but this will entail a change in your management 
which you may not consider desirable. As it is, I consider an overman quite sufficient to carry out my mews. It will also 
necessitate a reduction in the number of hands employed ; and as the work and thought required from me will be pretty 
heavy, at least for a time, 1 must ask you £d per week.

Therefore, if you irill take this statement into consideration, and weigh caicfutly the position, I am prepared to 
accept the result of your decision, whatever it may be ; or should you wish to discuss the position with me, T am prepared 
to meet you at any time. 1 am, &c.,

' THOMAS URDU BACK

Letter from Hon. Jas. Plotclier, ro Mr. Croudace‘u proposals.
Messrs. Stokes and Sweetland, Newcastle,— Newcastle, 21 January, ISSo.

My dear sirs,
Your joint letter of the 16th instant, re “Ferndale matters'1 has had my very serious attention, and I can only 

say that I am equally anxious with yourselves to see the coal produced at the lowest possible cost with duo regard to keep
ing up the efficiency of the colliery.

The working of the ooal at the Ferndale Colliery is, and has been for some time past, of a very exceptional character 
indeed. The roof for the most part is of such a nature that it can only bo kept up by an expensive system of timbering, 
even after the miner has performed his part of the work. What I mean is, that gangs of men have to be kept special fy 
employed to go round tho bords and set up extra timber. Not only has this expensive drawback to be contended with, but. 
in consequence of the uneven nature of the floor, water-haling is exceptionally heavy. These two items themselves add 
very considerably to the cost of production. _

We sank, as you are aware, a shaft for pumping purposes on what we believed to be the deepest part of the field. 
The drive, as you will remember, going towards the water-shaft dips so heavily that a horse could only bring one skip 
from the face. Indeed, the dip was so great that wc unanimously agreed to let it stand, and tap tho workings from the 
water-pit when it was sunk. Instead, however, of the drive rising from the shaft at the face of the old workings, as we 
expected, it dipped for nearly the whole of tho distance, and only rose from some 20 or 30 yards before the two drives racf. 
Consequently, instead of the water, as we anticipated, running to the pumping-shaft, the water had to be pumped from the 
workings to it.

The same difficulty had to be encountered in driving to the eastward. It rose from the pit bottom for a very short 
distance, and then commenced to dip, so that all the water now made in the workings has either to bo bated or pumped 
before it reaches the bottom of the water-shaft.

Mr. Fletehtr My son has paid frequent visits to the colliery, and conversed with Mr. Rowell. Ho is of opinion that the latter is
explains this _ doing all that could be done under the circumstances. However, if Mr. Croudace can see his way clear to produce the coal
to th in at the figure named, 7s. per ton, I, forone, would say by all means let him lie appointed at once. Nay, I would go further,
itMnsd^rMr- and say if he can produce tho coal to ns at even 7s. 3d. per ton, I would be prepared, as one, to give him from .ClOOto £150
Croudnce.— " per annum, stipulating, of course, that the coal should not cost more than the sum named.
R-M.B. Jt is to tho interest of all of us to have the coal got at the least possible cost, and if Mr. Croudace can do for us what

we have been unable to do for ourselves, 1 shall certainly not stand in the way of bis getting the chance. 1 therefore at 
once say that you have my full and complete concurrence to engage the services of Mr. Croudace on the lines that J have 
mentioned, and let him commence his duties without one moment’s delay.

I am quite sure that Mr, Powoll will be very glad to act under instructions from Mr. Croudace, especially if the coal 
is to be produced at a figure so much below what it now costs us : hut even if lie will not, that is no reason why Mr, Croudace 
should not be employed, and a gentleman put there who would he willing to carry out the orders of Mr. Croudace in every 
particular. _

There are collieries nnd collieries, and whilst there may be some so similarly situated that the difference in the cost of 
production would he scarcely perceptible ; yet there are others with local drawbacks which add very considerably to such 
cost, when compared with collieries more favourably situated. I believe that Ferndale Colliery is one of tho latter kind ; 
but I am only one, and there is no reason why my opinion should be taken in the face of the statement made by Mr. 
Croudace. ...

My desire is to have the liabilities of the colliery cleared off as soon as possible, and no feeling of mine will ever be 
allowed to stand in the way of any gentleman undertaking to do that which I myself may have failed to accomplish.

I am, itc,,
JAMES FLETCHER.

P.S.—Of course the efficiency of the colliery must he maintained whilst the economical system of working is 
carried out.

Letter from Mr. Croudace to Proprietors of I'emdale, subsequent to tbe entasfcropbe.
The Proprietors of the Ferndale Colliery, Newcastle,— 22 March, 1886.

Gentlemen,
On Saturday morning I received a letter from your secretary, asking me to meet your manager at the Ferndale 

Colliery office, in order to give my opinion as the best means of coping with tho recent disaster.
Setting other engagements aside, I at once started, and upon arrival at the office found Messrs. Mackenzie nnd Dixon, 

ns also several other colliery managers, present.
I proceeded to the scene of tho accident, which is situated on a mud flat, to the north-east of your working-shaft, nnd 

(say) a distance of half a mile. I found the bulk of this flat subject to the influence of Ihe tidal waters. Accompanied by Mr. 
Powell, your resident manager, I went into tbo waters with (be view of ascertaining the extent of Ihe fall-in. ’VVe went round 
the whole of it; and I consider there is about 1 i acre of ground, more or less, affected by the original “ fall-in,” nil of which 
ourffli-e, composed of -iind and ntul, 'eems (n hove br-en washed intn the mine. I estimate it at about 56.000 cubic yards. 1

must
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must here mention Llinf wlnte cxnmimng tlic site of i.ho present rsalamily T obsflrvotl, quite ciase to il, that is, on the sanifi 
nuUdi j’ ^i1'1 ,Ject Lo lllc samfl lidll! inAxenre, imofber depression, which Mr. Powell informed me was another "fall-in ” 
that had taken place a tew weeks previously, but which thev had snoressfull v filled up. I will later on specially refer to this 
ns a feature of great moment and vital importance in this sad accident. ‘ t j ,

The various mminsers and Govormuent representatives met—say about 12 o'clock—in Tour colliery office. I was 
unanimously elected (Ihnirman. Wo were then informed that we had been asked to meet to consider the best moans of 
recovering the body of I lie man Jonkms. Some discussion ensued. I pointed out that the first action to be taken must be to 
ascertain from Mr. 1 owell the extent of the workings, their overage thickness, the position of depth of the various shafts, the 
position of the water in these shafts, <£e., &c. Mr. Powell told us the working-shaft, which is situated to the rise of tho 
workings, nnd west of the property, is 40 feet deep, that I.ho cnginc-plano runs easterly and soul.h-easterlv for about. 48 to 50 
i ar,nS’r'i i i19r ” lnl:ll"r irora thcshaftnll the way. Ata distance of about 30 chains due cast from the working-shaft there is a water- 

”r f “f feet ln d?l>|'11- -f,1 a dlst,a“CB of about 25 and in nearly a due north direction from this water-shaft, is tho
fall-m, the scene of the accident. He stated the distance of the “ fall-in " from the surface to the coal as being about 05 

icet; from the surface to the stouo-head there were about 25 feet of mud and sand, and 2 feet of clay next, leaving about 38 
teet of stone, composed of shale post nnd rotten conglomerate. During the after-discussion Mr. Powell frequently described 
the stone overhead ns very soft and rotten. Several managers spoke of the softness and rottenness of the stone overhead 
and when X suggested the use of cylinders at the site of the “ fall-in ” one manager said lie did not. believe the stone would 
bear them, Wc calculated from Ihe plan that about 110 acres of land had been worked, but allowing for pillars, faults, 
toils, itc., only 00 acres of open space could bo taken for the water to accumulate in. The average thickness of the seam we 
assumed at 0 fee -it varies from 2 feet d inches to (say) 12 fect-oqual (say) to 80,842,500 gallons of water in the mine. 
One gentleman calculated it at 144,000,000. Having worked it out hurriedly, 1 admit I may be wrong.

I gave it as my opinion that it is quite possible, aud not difficult, to stop the influx of water at the fall-in. It is also 
possible to pump out the water ; but supposing this to be done, it must take many months, during which time the body of 
.l oiikins is decomposing, and when got. out could only be a sad and burrowing sight to his relatives. If his body is got out1 
l.hen your mine is re-opened. Notwithstanding that, 1 am prepared to admit, and do submit, that it is quite possible to 
attain this cud. Ihere^is one element, aud a very imjjortaut one, that prevents me from recommending any attempt to be

’ ’ led under such
l quite recently

- ....... . lumuK wj uno--xau-in aapLiimg me scene or tins, may I say, in onesense, most fortunate accident. 1 say “ most fortunate,” for I feel that for weeks past the whole of your men have bin daily 
subject to most fearful danger. It appalls me—it astounds me—as to bow your management dare to allow the mine to fie 
worked after the first fall-in in the swamps took place Had I been your consulting manager (which appointment, you will 
recollect, you offered me some tune ago) I would not for any money have allowed these workings to proceed one inch from 
that date, heeling and realizing all (his, I cannot now recommend that the lives of good men should be jeopardized to obtain 
a dead body, or to give buck to you your property, even if it were twice the value it. is, ’
- ^ °U ,laTe m*V f”dost, sympathy, and if in aught else I can in any way assist you I shall be verv glad to do so. I notice
in the papers a statement that you may sink other shafts on the property, and leave a barrier next to those drowned-out, 
workings. J,et me warn you to be very careful, and adopt some other principle of working, for, in mv opinion, very great 
danger hangs over your heads, I am &c ” 1 ^ b

. ’ THOMAS CBOUDACE, M.E.
... , . ■a,(1 0cclllc”t h«s caused great public excitement and sympathy, so far ns I am concerned, you are quite at
liberty to publish this letter,—1. C. ■' ^ ’

„ , Chock Inspectors’ lieports.
l-cmdnlo Miners, . . , , Ferndale Colliery, 11 March, 1885.

” °ithe undersigned, having examined tho travelling-roads, workings, Ac., Ac., report as follows 
,, ^ . "‘toab oa i!”S11to'],ank, 10,804 cubic feet per minute ; thermometer, 08 degrees ; air passing from engine-bank to
No. 7 headingu, 7,800 cubic feet per minute ; thermometer, 73 degrees.

At the top part of No. 7 heading the anemometer gave 2,800 cubic foot per minute ; thermometer, 74 degrees. 
J here were sixteen men, two boys, and one horse employed here—the air being a fraction over 147 cubic feet per minute for 
each man, boy, and horse. 1

Middle part of No. 7 heading.—-In-take from top narrow bord, 4,346 cubic foot per minute. There were nineteen men, 
four boys, and two horses employed here, having a little over 173 cubic feet per minute for each man, boy, and horse. 
.1 Iiermometer, ,3 degrees. Ihere has been a great improvement in the last sections since our last visit.

Lower part ol No. 7 heading,—At the cut-through from Lawson's narrow bord, which supplies air to section, — ~ 
emiltL not get soflicicnt air to move the anemometer. r|’1'—------ - ^ J------- tw_ ■ i1.....................

7 i,‘„ " i ,, , , -a .---- y—- ® tucii jjiiua ita way lino mu
Heading at the bottom part, for, on passing into the No. S narrow bord from the heading last referred to, the anemometer 

. registered 2,(0/ cubic feet per minute—that must have come through this heading.
We next visited No. 3 heading. At the cut-through from tho narrow bord there was not sufficient air to move tho

tomn«Thto°to Jthtire WTTm C1,t-^r0llg,ls t0 tlle other bords, hut they were nearly blocked up, and it was almost 
impossible to get through them. Ihe men here complain very much about the bad state of the air. The thermometer 
registered 78 degrees, ihere were ten men, two boys, and one horse here.

’I1 cllt'through from narrow bord, 2,850 cubic feet per minute; nine men, two boys, and 
one horse. Thermometer, /4 degrees. Cut-through m No. 4 bord completely blocked up with dirt.
divim, fiqt. rnV^flnt'~1“'tak(; f(°m e"Slrle'1>ilnk, 826 cubic feet per minute, for ten men, two boys, and one horse, 
giving 681 cubic feet per minute for each man, boy, and horse. Thermometer, 75 degrees
thn ,wT wcr! , n ‘T1’ two ,md 0ne horse in different parts of the mine, which have not been taken into trie Above account, that have a fair supply of air.

Wc measured the return air to the np-cast, and found 8,614 cubic feet per minute, but wc were unable to take them 
nil m consequence of the way it splits up hero.

We noticed a fair supply of timber in each place.
WM. LLOYD, )
JOSEPH BOWDITCH, ( Cheek Inspectors.

We, the undersigned, having examined the several Workings, air-ways, &c., of the Feradato^Collieiyi're^ort MPfoliowH 
cubic fitter Kometo, e5 deSilr 5 tllenn0meter’ 68 *«»«■ ^ famace-ahaft, 1,800

No. 7 hiadC"!M 7 ‘le!“Hng’ 4’Ct)0 CUbi° fu0t FCr mi“UtC' Air from 0ld ^e-haft to

being £^5*“ mCtl’ ^ ^ tW0h0rSea’
tvvcntv^nine men1*fnnrtinva +*g'”7A^1' ^a?SI.u8 cut-through from top narrow bord, 4,138 cubic feet per minute, for 
tbormometer! f i dl^eig 7 ° ’ 6 a f,'aCt,°n °Vel' HS Cubic fect t,cr minute ^ i»m, boy, and horse ;

thermometer 7 cut-through from narrow bord the anemometer gave 2,844 cubic feet per minute ;
tlremtv'tm) men ^fiviMaivs SeVen ')ords, the anemometer registered 4,260 eubio feet per minute.^ There are
last ins^ctioii ' b L y ’ t"'° l01'SeS ei!‘l,lo>'ed heve' Tllei’e to a very marked improvement in this part since our

not suffimtontX°/i 3 hc'llling ; blit t!le cut-through from No. 8 narrow bord, the area being so large, there was
ak-^ S^iere1were^eiLditVinenlet'vm bn,,lBtel''t l*«d been doared, and there were no eomplaifite about the

' J aere yre ciglit men, two boys, and one horse working here ; thermometer, 74 degrees'
No. 4 heading.—Two men, with a fair supply of air. 6

671—I

GIpi
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No. 5 heading.—In-take from engine-bimk, 57ii cubic feet per minute. There were six' men, two hoys, aud one 
horse employed here, giving each 64 cubic feet per minute; thermometer, 72 degrees. .

Returns from No. 4 heading gave 3,032 cubic feet per minute. Return at main flat, 5,402 cubic feet per minute; 
but all returns cannot be taken here. Each place was well timbered.

' Joseph0bowditch, } Check lllSiPeotor*1

Ferndale Colliery, 2 July, 1885.
Ws, the undersigned, having examined the several workings, air-ways, &c., &c., report as follows :— . .,

In-take of air on engine-bank, 14,430 cubic feet per minute; thermometer, 61 degrees. In-take m air from old 
fumace-shaft, 1,800 eubio feet per minute ; thermometer, 61 degrees. Air passing from engine-bank to No. 1 heading, 
6,346 cubic feet per minute ; thermometer, 68 degrees.

Top part of No 1 heading.—The anemometer registered 4,070 cubic feet per minute; thermometer, 72 degrees. 
This gave 185 cubic feet per minute each for fifteen men, five boys, and two horses. ,

At the cut-through from No. 27 narrow bord tho anemometer registered 5,730 cubic feet per minute ; thermometer, 
71 degrees. At the two cut-throughs from No. 13 narrow bord the current had increased to 6,320 cubic feet per minute. 
This current of air has to supply fifty-seven men, thirteen boys, and six horses, giving each a fraction over 83 cubic feet per 
minute. There were twenty-nine men, eight boys, and four horses, from 27 to 13 bord inclusive, and twonty-thrcc JIlcn> 
five boys, and two horses, from 12 to 7 bords, both inclusive, and four men in two bords in Nos. 3 and 4 headings, and one 
man pumping, making in all fifty-seven men, thirteen boys, and six horses supplied from tho above current. In Nos. 1 
and 2 bords the air was very slack, the thermometer registering 78 degrees. Ihe herd in No. 3 heading is in neany w 
yards without a cut-through; thermometer, 76 degrees in this bord. Our attention was drawn to the road of No. 10 bord 
being dangerous for the boys wheeling, but a cut-through, being nearly holed, will remedy that in a day or two.

At No. 5 heading tho air passmg from engine-bank through one cut-through is 744 cubic feet per minute, Wc 
were told the other cut-through was closed, but on passing next morning I found a large current of air passing through. 
Nine men, one boy, and one horse employed here. .

Return from No. 4 heading, 3,485 cubic feet per minute; return at furnace-shaft, 10,030 cubic feet per minute; 
total returns, 13,515 cubic feet per minute. But in consequence of the way it splits up here we were unable to get all the 
returns correctly. There was a plentiful supply of timber in the headings.

' ■T0SEPH B0WDITCH’ Check Inspectom.
. C. WILLIAMS, \u inspectors.

Ferndale Colliery, 28 October, 1885.
W«, the undersigned, having examined the several workings, air-ways, Ac., of the above colliery, report as follows:

In-take at engine-bank, 12,960 cubic feet of air per minute; thermometer, 68 degrees. In-take front the old furnace- 
shaft, 2,812 cubic feet per minute. Air passing from engine-bank to No. 1 heading, 5,964 cubic feet per minute.

Top part of No. 1 heading. Anemometer registered 4,890 cubic feet per minute for twenty-seven men, six boys, and 
four horses, being a fraction over 132 cubic feet per minute for each man, boy, and horse; thermometer, 72 degrees.

At the cut-through at the top “gannon-bord” the anemometer registered 4,050 cubic feet per minute for eighteen 
men, four boys, and two horses, being 168^ cubic feet per miuute for each man, boy, and horse; thermometer, ;5 degrees.

At the cut-through in No. 17 bord the anemometer registered 2,450 cubic feet per minute for fifteen men, four boys, 
and two horses, being 1163 cubic feet per minute for each man, boy, and horse; thermometer, 78 degrees.

At the cut-through at the lower “gannon-bord” the anemometer registered 3,870 cubic feet per minute for 
twenty-two men, six boys, and three horses, a fraction over 124J cubic feet per minute for each man, boy, and horse ; 
thermometer, 75 degrees. ,

There were two men working off the right-hand of No. 8 heading, but the area being too large there was not 
sufficient air to move the anemometer. ,

No. 5 heading.—In-take from engine-bank, 1,633 cubic feet per minute for eight men, two boys, and one horse, 
giving a fraction over 148 J cubic feet per minute for each man, boy, and horse; thermometer, 72 degrees.

Returns from No. 4 heading, 2,940 cubic feet per minute ; thermometer, 75 degrees. But all the returns cannot be 
taken here. _

Each place wag well supplied with timber.
WM- LLOYD, Cheek Immectors. DAVID HOPKINS,} U‘cet waP'*10™’

[Three Flam.]

Sidney: Thomas Richards, Oewnunoiit Printer,—1SS8
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KOYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES.

THIED EEPOET.

To His Excellency, the Eight Honorable Charles Egbert Baron Carrington, 

Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of Hew Soutli 
Wales and its Dependencies.

May it please your Excellency,—

Having presented to your Excellency their reports, first, on the accidents 
that had occurred at Lithgow Yalley Colliery, and second, on the accident that 
occurred at Eerndale Colliery, the Commission met at Newcastle on the 30th of 
June; and after considering their report on the accident at Eerndale Colliery, and 
arranging the course to pursue in obtaining and examining witnesses to supplement 
the impressions or opinions they might form from a personal inspection of the 
collieries adjacent to Eerndale, they commenced a series of visitations on the 2nd, 
3rd, 6th, 6th, 7th, and again on the 16th, 17th, and 20th of July, minutely inspecting 
the underground workings of the collieries, embraced in this report, viz., 1. Steven
son’s Colliery; 2. Broughall and Griffiths’; 3. Maryville; 4. Wickham; 5. Bullock 
Island; 6. Hetton; 7. Stockton; 8. Australian Agricultural Company’s No. 2 Pit; 
9. Newcastle Coal-mining Company’s B Pit; 10. Burwood Colliery; 11. The site of 
boring and sinking operations on Stockton Peninsula; and 12. The surface of Spcnny- 
more and other collieries on Tighe’s Hill. Thereafter they considered it advisable 
to adjourn to enable some necessary plans to bo prepared, to collect records 
of borings, and, with the assistance of Hie Mining Lodges interested, to fix upon the 
names of witnesses that in their opinion could give intelligible evidence on the sub
jects embraced in this inquiry.

The Commission reassembled on the 9th of August, and at once proceeded to 
take evidence, and continued to do so until the evening of the 13th August, when, 
from the unavoidable absence of important witnesses tho Commission unwillingly 
adjourned, to resume the examination of these witnesses on the 27th of August, when 
from the lack of further evidence, this branch of the inquiry was closed. During 
these sittings forty-five witnesses were examined. Wliilc the examination of wit
nesses was proceeding, advertisements were inserted in all the local papers inviting 
any one desirous of giving evidence to communicate with the Secretary, but to this 
oft repeated invitation the Coimnission regret that no response was obtained.

In visiting and inspecting the collieries embraced in this report, and in the 
examination of the practical and scientific witnesses whom the Commission sum
moned to give evidence, and in considering the draft of this report, the Commission 
sat during eighteen days from six to eight hours daily.

In
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In. approaching the inquiry into the condition of the collieries adjacent to 
Eerndale, the Commission experienced some difficulty in deciding what collieries should 
come within this definition, and also in determining the exact scope or limitation of 
their inquiries; that is to say, they were uncertain whether their commission was 
intended to confine them strictly to an examination of the condition of the collieries 
aforesaid, or entitled them to pursue their inquiries to enable them to embrace 
in this report their views or opinions : 1. On the manner these collieries are at 
present being or are in future intended to be worked; 2. Their views or suggestions 
on the methods or schemes of underground working that in their opinion might bo 
made on existing systems, or those best adapted to the circumstances or conditions of 
the several leaseholds, especially in the case of those where it is intended to work 
thick coal-seams under tidal waters or the bed of the ocean.

After mature consideration it was considered advisable to take this compre
hensive view of their powers, and to extend the inquiry to the prospective workings 
of coal from under the waters of the harbour or the Pacific Ocean.

It thus became necessary for the Commission to examine and minutely inves
tigate the nature and character of the strata, shafts, and underground workings in 
collieries some miles distant from Newcastle Harbour but adjoining the Pacific 
Ocean.

The Commission desire to express their satisfaction at the readiness and 
courtesy of the Government officials; of the owners and managers of the several 
collieries visited, in conducting them through the underground workings, in pre
paring for then use and guidance, copies of their working plans, and supplying 
records of bores put down on their respective properties, and in affording them the 
fullest information on any subject required of them, and facilitating generally the 
work of the Commission. Their efforts were likewise seconded by tbe secretaries of 
the various mining lodges to whom it became necessary to apply for information, 
and to furnish the names of witnesses for the purposes of this inquiry; and finally to 
those gentlemen who at groat personal inconvenience appeared and enabled the Com
mission to elicit from them their individual experiences and the views they had 
formed, and the best methods of mining and working, and the precautions necessary 
for the protection of life and property in the collieries under review, and especially 
in winning coal under the Pacific Ocean,

The area embraced in this report measures from north to south about 7|- 
miles, and from east to west at its widest part about 4 miles, and comprises portions 
of the parishes of Kahibah on the south and of Newcastle, in counties of Gloucester 
and Northumberland. It includes the southern two-thirds of Stockton Peninsula, 
tbe ocean leasehold belonging to Stockton and Hetton Collieries, the harbour and 
roadstead of Newcastle, the town of Newcastle with Signal Hill and tbe Nobby’s, 
the land and coal under the ocean leased or held by the owners of the Australian 
Agricultural Company and others ; it also includes portions of some of the oldest 
and most important collieries in the Colony, as well as those recently opened to win 
the coal under and adjoining the harbour and tbe Stockton Peninsula.

Geologically considered, the district is overlaid with rocks belonging to the 
lower coal-measures. The Newcastle or Borehole coal-seam—the lowest workable 
coal of this important series of carboniferous rocks as well as the higher and super
imposed coal-seams, once covered the whole area under review, but has been

subsequently
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subsequently denuded in certain portions by tbe action of the atmosphere, rain, 
frosts, or of running water at a time when tbe relative height of the land to that of 
the ocean -was different to what it is at present, - This alteration in the relative 
position of land and water may have been caused by changes in the earth’s ecliptic, 
probably arising from the effects of climate near the Poles; or it may be (but less 

from tbe volcanic forces with which tho vast insular continent of Australia 
was assailed during post-tertiary or, geologically considered, in comparatively recent 
times.

The study of the geology of this district affords to the studious and contem
plative mind an ample and interesting field for investigating the cosmoplastic 
changes that in past time this division of the Colony has undergone.

The lower coal-seam—worked at Lithgow in the western district, and worthless 
so far as is known in the Illawarra district of the Colony—is here within a narrow 
zone extending along the present outcrop, developed in its finest and most valuable 
form.

The coal-seams and intervening strata overlying tbe lowest, or as it is called 
the Borehole coal-seam (the most valuable in tbe colony) has, by nature’s forces, acting 
tlirough untold cycles of time, been ground and denuded from a large portion of tbo 
district embraced in this report. Valleys have been formed that were once covered by 
hundreds of feet of coal-measures; the remnant of the coal-beds being now preserved 
in tli e bill ranges, south and to tbo dip of Lambton and Walls end, and to the north 
and west of Lake Macquarie.

The coal-measures ofthis district are for the most part composed of silicious rocks 
or shaly beds. In certain horizons beds of pebbly conglomerate rocks are found 
composed of water-worn and storm-tossed and currcnt-borne pebbles, cemented 
together in a matrix of carbonate of lime, that have been carried from distant locali
ties. Those are also liable to extreme variations of grade and thickness (see sheet 
XI., Appendix.) The coal-beds also contain interlaminatcd silicious, or aluminous 
bands, and are peculiarly unstable even over limited areas. There is, in short, an 
absence of persistency or positive qualities about the coal measures—of milestones! 
so to speak, or of well defined beds to guide the miner, and to enable him to identify 
positions in distant localities.

When tbe upper coal-seams and dividing strata were deposited, the country 
surrounding Newcastle was in all probability a vast plain, composed of carboniferous 
strata.

In the course of time, tbe relative levels of land and ocean appear to have 
changed, and in consequence of the operation of forces on which scientists may but 
speculate, the sea slowly encroached upon the land, which became in part submerged 
and enveloped.

Blood and rain, climate and time, and natural decay grooved and wore out 
watercourses in the higher levels, and, in tbe course of ages, these became ravines 
and valleys, admitting the sea as fjords some miles inland.

Tbe harbour of Sydney with its numerous coves and branches, the BTawkeshury 
with its charming creeks, and the picturesque inland sea known as Lake Macquarie, 
and others, with the interminable ravines and gullies of tbe Hawkesbury, sandstone 
and carboniferous formations, may be referred to tho operation of similar causes.

The
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The tops of the higher land, preserved from destruction or erosion by texture or 
eddies, remained above the tides, beacons in a silent Avorld, indicating the extent of 
the submergence.

To cataclysms such as these the physical aspect of the scenery at and around 
Newcastle may be referred. The carboniferous rocks, undermined by climate, and 
the restless waters of prehistoric times, crumbled and yielded, exposing new faces, 
and the natural forces operating and obeying uniform and inexorable law, insidiously 
wore down the strata that preserved the higher coal scams. Enormous masses of 
rock have been slowly ground down, and large areas of coal have been removed. Valleys 
and gullies have in this way been carved out of lull ranges, and eminences were con
toured and formed when the ocean penetrated far up the present valley of the 
Hunter, and Teralba Elat was the sheltered sound of a primeval sea.

The importance of this unceasing process of rock decay, of denudation and of 
time, in the economy of nature is self-evident. It is bnt a step in the grand scheme of 
building up and levelling down, and of gradually fitting the universe for the support 
and habitation of the higher forms of animated existences. All sedimentary strata 
have been derived from the destruction of pre-existing rocks, and so ad infinitum, 
and probably all estimates of the epochs of time required for the accumulation 
and destruction of these strata, as they are based on estimates of the forces now in 
operation, arc at fault. At present the wear of land surfaces over this district is 
slow; the sedimentary strata here, as elsewhere, consist of the debris of older sur
faces, and are altogether derivative. They were derived from Paleozoic rocks, and 
have been laid down, and cover these rocks situated on a lower level. Ancient rivers 
carried these down in the form of loam, clay, and sand, with loose fragments of more 
indestructible rock, forming the great bulk of the existing land, while the sea thun
dering on the coast break up and distributes similiar debris.

Because of the very abundance of materials in the ages when the great 
sedimentary deposits were completed, the work of denudation must have pro
ceeded at a more rapid rate than at present. And this may he the reason why the 
earlier formations were of such vast thickness.

The coalbeds of tins district have been laid down on a remarkably level 
floor, as may he seen by inspecting ■ the Grovcrmnent quarries at Waratah, with a 
gentle dip to the east or west of south, and no violent force has subsequently disturbed 
to anv serious extent (except in localities) the gentle inclination or continuity of the 
stratifications. A long and remarkable period of tranquility has characterized the 
epoch during which colonial coal measures were laid down.

The natural pitch or inclination of the strata causes the lower beds to rise 
gradually and evenly towards the north. It is impossible to state how far the 
sequence or northerly limit of the lowest coal-bed (Borehole seam) extended beyond 
the present crop.

Acies revolve, and the ocean level, in obedience to the same occult and subtle 
laws, again began to change, and the submerged and water-logged continent gradu
ally rose from the depths.

Slowly the lesser heights, such as Nobby’s, Shepherd’s Hill, on the north slope 
of -which Newcastle is built, the low hills of "Waratah and Lambton, still retaining a

fragmentary
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fragmentary portion of the thick lower coal, emerge above the billows; yet over the 
lesser conglomerate elevation of Tighe’s Hill tlxe surges break. The tide, confined to 
the circumscribed channel, denuded the lower coal-seam and a portion of its floor from 
the valley that separates Tighe’s Hill from Waratah and to the south-east towards 
the reserve near Adams town. At this time, Nobby’s, Shepherd’s Hill, and Tighe’s 
Hill were still islands in a shallow sea, and currents swept round their base. In 
course of time,—the altering level offering an impediment,—the tides and currents 
laden with mud and sand deposit this dibris in the land-locked bays, and formed 
what we now know as the Delta of the Hunter—so intimately associated with this 
inquiry. It is diflicult to form correct estimates of the age and antiquity of deltas. 
Those of Britain and the north of Europe can certainly be referred to one or other of 
the glacial periods which has in recent geological times prevailed. The case may be 
different in this Colony, where direct evidence of glacialation is not so evident, but 
may be due to a climate influenced by ocean currents and by the greater floods of 
distant times.

The cause of deltas, however, is less obscure. The finer debris of the land, 
carried incessantly down into the seas by the rivers, is borne by ocean currents to 
places far beyond all apparent tidal action. When, hoAvcvcr, the seas become 
enclosed, or the ocean currents become weak, the chock to this river action leads to 
the immediate precipitation of the triturated transported material and cccteris 'paribus, 
the ready formation of deltas.

The thick coal-seam towards the natural rise of the strata, where protected 
by its sandsonc roof, formed the margins of the streams, its natural low pitch causing 
the gradual thinning or shelving out of the seam that is observed towards the crop 
of several of the coal-pits and “washouts” that have at various points been recently 
discovered in process of working the lower coal in this district, as follows:—

On account of the low pitch, a large area of coal has been- denuded from the 
level land, commencing in a cuLde-sac (vide No. 2 plan) near to, but to the north
west of, Adamstown, and widening to the north-cast. The outcrop sweeps past 
Hamilton on the south-east, and to Waratah Hill on the north-west, including (in

the
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the denuded portion) the junction of the Homehush and "Waratah Lino with the Great 
Northern Railway. The south and east margin curves round, to the west of the 
high-level bridge, and from thence probably runs towards Wickham shaft; then it 
follows a tortuous course through the lands leased by Maryville Estate, and in all 
likelihood joins the margin of the “washout” that forms the western limit of the 
coal-workings at Spennymoor—Sevan's and Broughali’s and Griffiths's colliery. It 
curves round Tighe’s Hill, and has been traced in Eerndale, as defined in the general 
plan of the workings of that colliery {vide Appendix, Eerndale Report; reproduced in 
No. 1 plan, Appendix), and from this crosses the harbour and Stockton Peninsula, 
and into the Pacific Ocean.

Although the first discovery of coal in New South Wales was made near 
Wollongong, the first coal-workings in the Colony were opened under the present, 
site of the city of Newcastle.

Erom the natural outcrop to the north of Tighe’s Hill the coal gradually falls 
or dips towards the south-east. The rising land of Shepherd’s Hill affords cover for 
the coal-seams that, next in regular sequence, are known to overlie the lower coal- 
seam. These have been named the “ yard seam,” and above it the “ dirty scam.” 
Both have received their names from their physical appearance at some particular 
spot or locality. Of these two coal-seams the “yard seam ” is the better quality. It is 
separated by a thickness of 130 to 170 feet of strata from the lower coal-seam. It 
varies in tldckncss, but it is reported to have measured under Newcastle from 2 ft. 
9 in. to 3 ft. 3 in. The “ dirty scam ” is composed of three layers of coal intcrlaminated 
with bands of clay or stone, and is worthless. It overlies the yard seam about 10 
feet. About 80 feet above the dirty seam the Burwood coal is found. This is a thick 
coal-seam of second-rate quality, that is unlikely to be worked in the existing con
ditions of the coal trade, at all events while the lower or Borehole seam can be 
obtained in the quantities required to supply the demand.

The yard seam has been denuded from the low-lying land forming the lower 
valley of the Hunter to the north and east of Shepherd’s Hill. It, however, extends 
under the cover afforded by the carboniferous sandstone and rocks, on which Newcastle 
is built, and is seen cropping out on the coast-lino a few feet above high-water mark, 
around Signal and Shepherd’s Hills "and under the Nobby’s. Attracted by this 
outcrop the early settlers, and after them the Australian Agricultural Company, 
modestly inaugurated the now important industry of coal-mining, by opening up this 
seam in the early years of the present century. Several shafts were sunk (shown on 
Plan No. 1, Appendix), and from these shafts this coal-seam was extensively worked 
out to the sea beach and under what is now the city of Newcastle, and, it is affirmed, 
for a short distance under the harbour of Newcastle, contiguous to the present shoots 
or staiths, at a depth of about 80 feet under the surface.

The Commission were unable to obtain any precise information of the coal 
workings in this seam.

Several important faults and intrusive dykes (dolerite) are seen to intersect 
the strata at this part of the coast. These arc shown on plan No. 1. The course of 
the fault contiguous to the Reserve boundary is uncertain, but apparently has a 
north and south course, and is a down-throw of about 50' north. The basalt dyke 
No. 3 is seen to intersect the low ledges of rock that are covered by high water, and,
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as it enters the cBiTs under tlie old gaol, is seen to divide. Its course is apparently 
N. 15° W. No. 2 basalt dyke cuts through and shatters the east side of Signal Hill 
(see sketch, sheet No. 11) and is seen again on the low cliffs in the little bay at the 
base of the breakwater.

The yard coal-seam is completely altered in character on approaching tliis 
intrusive dyke. Its course is apparently N. 10° W.

The Nobby’s (sec sketch No. 3, sheet No. 11) is a name given to a prominent 
headland connected by a narrow ledge of rock to the mainland. It consists of 
strata overlying the “ yard ” seam. The aluminous beds have become transmuted 
and rendered more or less crystalline, probably through the influence of a well 
defined igneous or intrusive dyke that is seen to intersect the cliffs from top to 
bottom. The course of this dyke is about N. 18° W. The “yard seam” is seen 
along the margin of Nobby’s a few feet above high-water mark. The “ dirty 
coal scam ” is also in position about 50 feet higher up. This prominent headland, 
exposed to the gales and the full force of the waves, is rapidly being undermined. 
The soft strata, with which the cherty layers are interlaminated, readily yields to the 
searching and wearing influence of salt spray or the impact of sea water, and thus 
relieves the higher beds that fall in masses, and must in the course of years obliterate 
this interesting outlier of altered carboniferous rocks.

South of Shepherd’s Hill is a low coast-line, about 1 mile wide, formed of 
drives of sea sand in a constant state of drift, and elevated only a few feet above sea- 
level, or the general surface-level of the Australian Agricultural Company’s Estate. 
No rocks appear in this part of the coast. It is probable that at no very remote 
period this valley formed an outlet for the waters of the Hunter Hirer. The lagoons 
or marshes that extend from the neighbourhood of Throsby’s Creek to the south-east, 
through the estate belonging to the Australian Agricultural Company, may be con
sidered as marking the course of tins ancient branch of the estuary of the Hunter, 
that has become obliterated by the two extremities becoming blocked by sand thrown 
up by the fury of the gales or tides. The depth of the surface or silty deposits over
lying the solid strata on this low part of the coast has not, we behove, been determined.

*
The Newcastle Coal Mining Company have lately completed the sinking of a 

shaft to the Newcastle or Borehole seam (here 12 feet thick), about half a mile from 
the sea, which is their eastern boundary, and have commenced to work coal from 
under the sand-covered plain and towards the sea. The depth of this shaft is 190 
feet, of which 72 feet is surface deposits and soft strata (sec record sheet No. 14, 
Appendix).

To the south of this sand beach the mural cliffs are intersected by many 
faults. The mineral railway of the Burwood Coal Company passes through a belt 
of disturbed country, the focus of innumerable disturbances. The Burwood seam is 
observed in the cuttings to be so much altered as scarcely to be identified. The 
stratifications are broken and tossed in such a tumultuous manner by a network of 
disturbances or faults as to preclude any reassuring prognostications as to the profit
able working of the lower scam under this wide belt of country.

South of the faulty belt of country referred to, a salt-water lagoon of no great 
depth stretches for over half a mile inland, and terminates in a gorge or ravine that , 
conveys the drainage of an area of hilly country to the west. The lagoon is the 
space between ridges of carboniferous rocks, that decrease in height and open out 

991—B seaward,
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seaward, and is found in the supposed line of a dolerite dyke that intersects the coal- 
seam worked in estates to the north-west. The lagoon, indeed, may owe its origin to 
the rapid weathering of this dyke. It is of no great width.

On the southern margin of this lagoon (see plans Nos. 1 and 9, Appendix), and 
about 26 chains distant from the shores of the Pacific, the Burwood Coal Company have 
sunk a shaft 230 feet deep to the Newcastle coal-scam. It docs not appear that this 
Company have ascertained the depth of the surface deposits under the lagoon or 
nearer to the sea coast, where the sandstone rocks dip below the sandy coast line. 
During easterly gales the sea sand becomes banked up, impounding the waters of 
the creek. When the level rises, the water trickling over this sand soon wears a 
channel that rapidly deepens and widens, and the increasing rush of waters washes 
away the barrier of sand, again admitting the sea to a point beyond the colliery.

The Burwood coal-seam, that is separated from the lower coal by about 240 
feet of strata, outcrops on the cliffs (plan No, 1) to the south and north of the shaft, 
and was worked to a considerable extent before the lower (and better quality of) coal- 
seam was discovered. This seam was reopened about two years ago, when the 
present Company was formed, but was abandoned when the lower and more 
marketable coal was sunk to.

To the south of Shepherd’s Hill across the “ links” or sand dunes, to the west 
toTvards Hamilton, on to the north-west towards Bullock Island or Tigho’s Hill, the 
flat land is composed of a considerable thickness of silty or estuarine deposits, that 
thin or taper off towards the places named. As there is no evidence of a glacial 
period in this Colony, the Commission consider that these deposits represent a fractional 
part of the enormous wear and tear to which the rocks have been subjected by the 
friction of water, decay, or attrition of tides loaded with (Ubris.

The Commission would respectfully draw the attention of your Excellency to 
plans Nos. 10 and 11, Appendix, which they consider fairly represent a hypo
thetical section of these estuarine or surface deposits on the lines a a, b b, c c, 

and e e, shown on plan No. 1.

The sections through a a and b b represent deposits that have filled up a 
channel that, to a recent date, connected the estuary of the Hunter with the ocean, 
south of Shepherd’s Hill, while c c section is across what probably always has been 
the deeper waters of the estuary or sound.

The thick deposits of clay are the result of extensive denudation and trituri- 
tion of aluminous schists or shales. Alternating with the clay are beds of gravel or 
sand. Near Hetton, where ’these deposits are thickest, there are several thick layers 
of plastic clay divided by beds of sand. The area over which this clay is found is 
somewhat extensive, and to all appearance covers the rock to a given level over the 
whole delta of the Hunter; and it has an important bearing upon the safe mining of 
the Northern division of the district under notice.

The clay overlies the coal-seam on Wickham and Mr. Dangar’s estate, leased 
to the Eerndale Coal Company. This clay has not been specially prospected over the 
space intervening between Maryville and Broughali’s colliery, but as a thin layer of 
it is found around Tighe’s Hill under the sand or surface deposits, it is probable 
that the top maintains its level, and the thickness of the deposit is determined by the 
rise or pitch of the strata. (See section d d, north end, or e c).

10
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The conchological remains found in these clays do not appear to point to a 
boreal climate, but rather to cool ocean currents, such as sweep round the shores of 
Tasmania or Kermadec Island.

The layer of quicksand overlying tliis clay is of recent origin; its derivation 
may be traced to the action of the waves pounding on the mural cliffs that bristle on 
the coast line, or on the shelving bottom of the sea. This sand thickens seaward, 
especially over the narrowest part of Stockton Peninsula (see section e e, No. 11 plan), 
and it covers the whole of the low-lying ground under review. .

It would thus appear that the valley or low-lying land to the north and west 
of Newcastle, after being denuded, has been covered by a stratum of clay, or clay and 
sand, that represent the amount of destruction or decay of schistose or aluminous 
bods, from paleozoic rocks deposited in a state of fine division, on rocks that 
had already been subjected to extensive erosion. This clay fills up the hollows and 
irregularities wom in these rocks, and where the roof-rocks had been denuded, as at 
Maryville, it forms the roof of the coal-seam itself, and has thus preserved it (the 
coal-seam) from decomposition or further wear. The evidence of the “wash-outs” that 
have been proved, and afterwards to be referred to, would seem to indicate that sub
sequent to the deposition of this protecting envelope of clay, currents had been 
directed (probably of fresh water) across its surface, and these had cut it down and 
wom it into deep channels.

These currents seem to have carved out a course down to and ultimately through 
the coal-seam.

Such appears to have been the “ wash-out” at Broughall’s and Maryville col
lieries. This clay appears to obtain its maximum thickness in the neighbourhood of 
Maryville and Hetton, and to thin off towards the north and east or natural rise of the 
strata, and also to the west of Newcastle harbour and Stockton Peninsula, and may 
disappear entirely under the bed of the Pacific.

This thick and impervious pad, or envelope of plastic clay, immediately under
lying the lower coal-seam or the superincumbent strata, forms a most important 
factor, and will have a material influence on the economy of coal-mining in the 
localities covered by it, and one that cannot well be overlooked or disregarded in any 
investigation into the condition of the collieries, or the methods of mining and working 
the same.

The ever-increasing importance of this theatre of coal-mining, and the peculiar 
geological interest which invests the district, and the circumstance that the import
ance of the surface or post-pliocene deposits and their relations to coal-mining have 
only recently been recognized, and have not, so far as the Commissioners are aware, 
been hitherto described, is the apology that the Commission have to offer to your 
Excellency for the somewhat fragmentary and discursive description they have just 
given of these deposits in the area embraced in this report (in plan No. 1.)

The underground working of the collieries that have been examined by the 
Commission, and the line of the principal faults that intersect these workings, also 
positions of the bores put down over the districts, have been laid down on a general 
plan (No. 1, Appendix). A record of the strata passed through in these bores is given

on
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on pages 165 to 178. The colliery workings are shown on plans Nos. 33 3a,4,5,6,7,8,9, 
Appendix; while sections of the colliery shafts and of coal seams, of the surface 
deposits and special features relating to the physical aspect of the more prominent 
parts of the district, as well as to elucidate some points of interest in the collieries 
under notice, are given in sheets Nos. 10, 11,13, 14.

The coal-workings shown on plan No. 1, considering that they are reduced 
from the working plans to the small scale of 16 chains to 1 inch, are not intended 
to do more than to represent approximately the position and extent of these workings 
at or about the date of the inspection by the Commission.

SPENNYMOOR AND TIGHE’S HILL COLLIERIES.

(Reference in Appendix, plan No. 1).
These shallow coal-workings arc situated on the extreme northern edge or out

crop of the coalfield, and have worked small portions of the thick coal that lias been 
preserved by the conglomerate ridge of Tighe’s Hill. These and several other small 
collieries were established to work comers, or small patches of thick coal, that had 
not been leased to the adjoining and more extensive colliery of Eerndale.

The collieries referred to, and their relation to others marked by figures within 
circles, together with the north-east coal workings of Eerndale Colliery, arc shown on 
plan No. 1, Appendix. The whole of these have underground communication with 
each other.

The approximate line of outcrop is shown on plan No. 2 to follow a curved 
line slightly to the south of the Maitland Road. This important thoroughfare runs 
along the crest of the low ridge. Tire narrow tidal stream known as Tighe’s Creek 
follows a tortuous course and sweeps along the base of this ridge a few yards south 
of this highway.

The Maitland Road may therefore, to all intents, be considered to mark the 
outcrop of the coal-field. Under it, the seam measured 18 feet in thickness, and was 
found at a depth of only a few feet (15 feet to the top of the seam). The coal under 
this throughfarc was the property of Government, and so far as the Commission 
could discover no leases appear to have been applied for or granted to any of the 
owners, to entitle them to work and remove the valuable bed of mineral from under 
the road.

Notwithstanding, the owners of these small coal-works seem to have burrowed 
and worked every possible ton of mineral from under the highway, and this in 
defiance, it would appear, of the expostulations of the Examiner of Coal-fields and 
Inspector of Collieries. If tliis be so, the owners of these collieries were in the 
position of unauthorised interlopers, and were liable to the Government in damages 
to a serious amount.

The road has been honeycombed by coal-workings. Towards the south and 
north, the thin pillars having in part been removed, the whole surface is a tumult
uous mass of open pitfalls. Looking into some of these, the surface of the Maitland 
Road, resting on a thin crust of sandstone very much intersected with fissures, is 
seen to be supported on coal pillars from 2 to 4 feet thick. In some of these pitfalls, 
where the surface has subsided to within a few feet of the road, the linos of fracture are

seen
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seen to be defined by glassy surfaces of “ grey backs,” of which the following 
sketches may convey some idea. In one or two instances, notably in a large cavity

13

Maitland Road.

Fall'in.
—■ Grey backs.

Han of falls determined by greybaeks,

' Section of fallen bord.

contiguous to Spennymoor shaft, the roof appears to have rested almost entirely on 
wooden chocks.

Spennymoor was the last of the small collieries that was at work, and the 
workings were drowned out or flooded when Fern dale was inundated. It was therefore 
stopped before the visit of the Commission. The thick coal crops out or comes to-day 
under the bed of the creek, and bords have been driven, and pillars of diminutive size 
have been robbed so close to its banks, that a subsidence has taken place permit
ting the waters of the creek to enter the cavity. The tide rises and falls in all 
the pitfalls examined. So regardless have the workers of this coal been of con
sequences to their own or neighbours’ property, (with which they were freely com
municated), that bad not Ferndale been inundated, the admission of sea-water at the 
fallen workings of Spennymoor, referred to, almost simultaneous with the catastrophe 
at Ferndale, would have inundated, or at least given the owners of that colliery much 
trouble and concern.

- STEVENSON’S COLLIEUY.

(Reference in Appendix Plan No. 1, and Sections in Plans Nos. 13 and 14.)
Has been sunk on an allotment of land at the corner of the Maitland Road 

and Tighe’s Terrace-street. The shaft has been sunk since the inundation of Fern- 
dale, and bad just reached the coal, but had not commenced working on the date 
when the Commission visited it (2nd June, 1886.)

The Colliery has been sunk on the line of a “ roll ” or fault or disturbed belt 
of coal that intersected, and was a source of much trouble and expense to the owners 
of Ferndale Colliery. '

The owners of this colliery have long been engaged in coal-getting and are 
intimately acquainted with the workings on Tigho’s Hill. At the date of the inun
dation of Ferndale, they 'were working a colliery a few hundred yards to the east. 
The workings of this colliery communicated with another, which in turn had worked 
through on Ferndale, in consequence of which both of these became inundated.

Both of these collieries were sunk on a disturbed belt of coal. Cn sheet No. 
13 a section of the coal in these shafts is given. By referring to tliis, the influence 
that the “ roll ” has on the coal seam will be shown.

The
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The shaft under notice is sunk on a small building allotment distant about 60 
or 70 yards south of a shetli of bords from Ferndale, that worked the coal from under 
the Maitland Hoad. Being to the west of the “ roll,” the coal under this thorough
fare has not been affected by this disturbance, and is 15 to 18 feet in thickness. 
Considering the proximity of such a valuable piece of coal, the Commission were 
most particular in their inquiries as to whether it was intended to apply for liberty 
to work this coal from under the road. To set all doubt at rest, they examined one 
of the owners (see evidence of Thomas Stevens, page 133,) who positively asserted 
(question 2,698) that his Company had no intention of doing so, being aware of the 
danger of approaching inundated coal-workings, that may not be fully delineated on 
the plans. Application had been made by them for permission to put a drive across 
Tighe’s Terrace-street (and this has since been granted), to work the coal from under 
13 acres that the Company had secured on lease to the south of that street and east 
of Tighe’s Creek, and of 9 acres under the bed of that creek they have on lease from 
Government.

The coal intended to be worked by this Company is the upper part of the 
coal-seam, 7 ft. 6 in. thick, of which only 4 feet is workable. If the jerry is not found 
too thick to the cast of the “ roll” the Avhole section may be worked together. The 
intention of the owners at the date of the visit of the Commission was, considering 
the circumstances, to work the coal—at all events the top coal—by bords 4 yards in 
width, leaving pillars of the usual width of 4 yards for the support of the strata.

The whole of the Company’s leasehold is situated to the dip or south-east of 
their working shaft. The ridge, consisting of conglomerate beds, falls towards the 
creek; and as the inclination of the surface docs not exceed the pitch of the strata, 
which is high, the depth to the coal under the creek will probably not be less than 
at the shaft. The creek itself forms at this place a network of branches. 'Where 
the shaft has been sunk, there is no solid stratum overlying the coal. It is composed 
of the broken materials that indicate proximity to solid strata. Towards the fall of 
the ridge and along the margin of the creek the probability is that the seam will be 
covered only by deposits of sand, having no cohesion or consistency to support the 
superincumbent strata..

It is impossible to foretell what effect the disturbance referred to may have 
on the coal-seam or overlying strata under the creek. The circumstance that its 
effect at Ferndale Colliery to the north, and at the former winning belonging to 
Stevens and party, was to divide and reduce the thickness of the coal seam, and that 
the same phenomenon is observable in the winning under consideration, and that no 
attempt has been made to obtain precise or reliable information of the character unrl 
thickness of the strata superimposed on the coal-seam under the bed of the creek, 
arc in the opinion of the Commission cogent reasons for extreme caution being exer
cised on the part of the lessees, lest an accident of a character similar to Ferndale 
might unexpectedly occur.

At the adjoining colliery (Broughall’s) deposits of sand and clay rest directly 
on the roof of the coal; but there the coal is of such a thickness (and the weight to 
be supported so insignificant) that some feet of coal can be left on as a roof to protect 
the workers.

The ground leased by this Company is traversed by a disturbed belt of strata, 
referred to, and one effect of this has been to thicken the band of impure coal (coal

and
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and fire-clay mixed), known as jerry, from an inch or two to a thickness of V ft. 6 in.; 
and this thickening lias occurred at the expense of the good coal. The seam is thus 
separated into an upper and a lower bed. ’

The upper division, which it is intended to work, does not possess the marginal 
thickness necessary to support the roof and yet leave sufficient below to enable it to 
be worked. If the lower coal-seam were of workable thickness the same observations 
would not apply, as in that case the thickness of the jerry and of the coal overlying 
it would enable it to be worked.

In the colliery immediately adjoining a complete “washout” (sec plans Nos. 
11 and 12) has been traced. In all probability this was caused by running water, 
and, as the courses of currents are often confined by tortuous banks, it is impossible 
to predict that, as at Maryville (see plan No. 1), the line of tliis “ washout” may 
not suddenly turn and cut off the workings. Should the line of this “washout” 
intersect the coal under the creek, the Commission fear that danger might result, 
especially if the top seam were worked.

The Commission understand that the coal held by Stevens and party under 
Tighe’s Creek is owned by the Government, and is a grant assigned to them by those 
to whom it was granted. They are unaware that any provisions exist in the original 
grant ordaining them to work the mineral in any particular manner. While it would 
be undesirable to hamper lessees in the working of minerals, by confining them by 
restrictions difficult, if not impossible under present conditions, to carry out, yet 
the circumstances of this colliery would seem to justify some special supervision. 
And the Commission have pleasure in endorsing the decided opinion expressed by 
the Examiner of Coalfields and by Mr. John Dixon {vide Evidence, questions 2868-'72), 
that it is more than desirable that accurate data should be obtained of the surface 
deposits, and the strata (if any) above the coal under the bod of Tighe’s Creek, before 
any attempt is made to win it in that locality.

The colliery is owned by a party of intelligent practical men who have for 
years worked on Tighe’s Hill, and who seem to have considered the special circum
stances under which they proposed to win coal; and although the Commission were 
given to understand that it was not the intention of the owners to employ outside 
labour, they can discover no reason in this circumstance to exclude them from the 
operation of these suggestions.

15

BROUGHALL AND GBIFEITHS’ COLLIERY.
(Reference in Appendix.to plans Nos. 1, 3,12,13, 14).

The position and the coal workings of the colliery are delineated on plan 
Nos. 1 and 3. It is situated on a low, flat elbow of Tighe’s Creek, which here sweeps 
round the western escarpment of Tighe’s Hill. The surface of the flat land enclosed 
by the windings of the creek, is elevated about four feet above ordinary high-water 
mark. During floods, this low-lying land is covered with water. The area of this 
level land does not exceed a few acres. It forms part of the estate belonging to the 
Australian Agricultural Company.

On this sandy flat, a small colliery was sunk about two years ago to an 
extension westwards of the thick coal-seam worked under the Maitland Road adjoin
ing, and to the east by the collieries of Eerndale and Robinson’s.

By



886

16

By referring to plan No. 1, your Excellency will observe the position of this 
colliery with respect to the branches of Tighe’s Creek and the collieries of Eerndale 
and Robinson’s. The position of underground workings at the date of the last 
recorded survey is delineated.

The total thickness of the coal-seam (see sheet No. 12) is 17 ft.; of this 5 ft. 
of the top is mixed with bands and is practically unworkable. Of the lower 12 ft., 
about 7 ft. is being worked, the remaining 5 ft. is loft as a roof, with the intention of 
afterwards working about 2 ft. Sin. of it. (Vide Evidence, Thomas Broughall, ques
tion 2571). The band of impure coal locally known as “jerry ” varies from 6in. to 
10 in. in thickness; while at Stevenson’s, to the cast, the effect of the disturbance 
(evidently caused by some agitation during the process of deposition) or “roll,” 
has been to increase this worthless hand to a thickness of 7 ft. 6 in., and to entirely 
alter the character of the coal to the eastward.

The depth of the shafts by which this thick coal-seam has been won measures 
only 23 feet to the top of the coal. This is composed of 5 ft. of sand and of 18 ft. of 
sandy clay. No solid stratum overlies the coal seam. The clay forms the sole 
protection for preventing the permeation of surface waters.

The coal falls or pitches to the south-east at the low gradient of 1-30.

The seam has been won by a modification of the district system of working, 
viz., on the north side of the shaft by driving bords 5 yards wide, and to the south 
of the shaft by bords of 4 yards wide. The pillars are left of the usual thickness of 
4 yards; but in inspecting the colliery, some of the Commission observed pillars of 3 
and of 2 yards hi thickness, while the majority on the north side did not appear to 
average more than 3 yards. Notwithstanding, the colliery appears to be worked 
systematically, and they have the assurance of Mr. Dixon (question 2858) that in 
tliis respect it can compare with the other collieries in the district.

When the north level had reached about 80 yards from the bottom of the 
shaft the coal cut out, and it was scon that a wall of sand occupied its place. Several 
bords driven to the west were also stopped by sand; and the line of a complete 
" washout ” was established (see sketch, plan No. 12). The workings to the south of 
the shaft, going west, had not boon driven a sufficient distance to meet with the line 
of this ancient channel; but the manager and owner seemed confident that the lino 
would in all probability run as shown.

A similar “ washout ” occurs at Maryville Colliery, and it is not improbable 
that it may be but a continuation of that at Broughall’s. The imaginary course 
of tliis “ washout ” is shown by a dotted line in plans Nos. 1 and 2.

At the date of the inundation of Eerndale Colliery (18th March), one of the 
eastern bords from the north heading had been driven well under the bed of Tighe’s 
Creek. The bottom of this stream probably does not exceed 17 feet from the top of 
the coal. When the workings of this colliery were laid down on Eerndale plan, it 
was seen that the face of this bord was within 16 yards of the advanced bords from 
the inundated workings of Eerndale. The uncertainty that exists as to whether the 
last-named workings had been surveyed after or before they had been stopped 
weighed on the mind of the Examiner of Coalfields and the Inspector of Collieries, 
who thereupon ordered the owners to cease working.

T.
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T. Broughall (vide Evidence, question 2556), on being examined, explained, 
that the bord referred to by Mr. Dixon had been stopped before he received the 
notice. At all events, lie did not withdraw the men and cease working; hut, as tliis 
would have involved him in a serious loss, he consulted his lawyer, with the result that 
he continued to work the pit. In connection with this subject the Examiner of Coal
fields explained to the Commission that this was referred to the Attorney-General, 
who gave it as his opinion that unless danger was certain and manifest (or words to 
this effect) the Government official had no power to cause a proprietor to cease 
working. (See correspondence, page 161.)

At the date of the inspection by the Commission this bord was standing 
open, and Mr. Broughall explained that he proposed putting in a brick dam, as 
a precaution against any accident occurring from Eerndale. The Commission 
impressed upon tliis gentleman the desirability of acting upon this resolve; and in 
giving his evidence on the 12th of August, he intimated the completion of the 
work, and explained the details of construction in a way that leads the Commission 
to feel satisfied that it has been substantially executed, '

A considerable quantity of salt water exudes from the jerry and bottom coal 
for G yards from the face of this bord. In reply to interrogations on the spot, Mr. 
Broughall assured the Commission that the quantity of 'water that “ bleeds ” from 
tbe coal in this place bad not increased since the inundation of Eerndale. This being 
so, the probability is that it percolates through the surface from the creek overhead.

To the south, the dip heading face was, at the date of our inspection, under 
the main branch of the creek, and was running in the direction of the bridge, and 
several bords had been broken off toivards the east and south. These had made con
siderable progress 1x11011 Mr. Broughall was examined (12th of August). It is 
intended to work the coal-seam in this section, under the bed of the creek, and in 
the narrow strip of land to tbe south of it skirting the Maitland road, by bords 1 
yards wide, and leaving pillars of a similar thickness (vide answer to questions 
2585-6). It is not intended to remove any of the pillars in this section (vide 
questions 25-87).

The following is a section of the coal scam in the face of the south-westO
heading on the date the Commission inspected tbe colliery :—

0' O’

2' 0" 
r 6"
2' S"

2' 6” 

r 5”

2' 10"

)2' 11"

Baucis aiid Coal

Top Coal—second working, 
4 ft. 2 ni. of foal.

First working, 0 ft. 7 in. of

towards Adamstown, on the south, no coal exists

Over the whole collieiy the roof, 
composed of top coal, was firm and 
to all appearance perfectly sound, 
and only showed signs of weakness 
in the bords approaching and where 
very close to the crop or “ washout.” 
Numerous bores, put down on the 
fiat heatb-covcred land to the cast 
of this crop, prove that over the 
broad valley between this and 
Waratah, on the south-east, and 
(having been denuded).

It is evident that the top coal, left unworked, is the only protection and safe
guard that exists to prevent this colliery from inundation. The Commission concur 
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with Mr. Inspector Dixon (questions 2859-60) that it would be unwise, considering 
the surface, to attempt to take out any of the pillars, or even to drop or work the 
top coal under or near Tighe’s Creek.

The Commission would likewise desire to impress upon the owners the necessity 
of very great caution in approaching the line of the “washout,” especially where it 
crosses the creek. It would be unwise to depend upon such surface deposits of this 
thickness resisting the passage of water.

The best proof that they do permit the percolation of water is that the bords 
broken off the south-west headings facing the creek all bleed salt water. The 
amount of water that finds its wray into this little colliery is very considerable, and 
requires the use of a special steam-pump fixed at the bottom to unwatcr the mine.

It is the intention of the owners to raise an embankment around tbe margin 
of the creek to confine the hood-waters to the channel, and to work out the top coal 
and pillars from the northern section of the colliery whenever the southern division 
is exhausted. A bed of clay underlies the land in this division, and several depres
sions have already taken place contiguous to the shaft, where pillars have been 
taken out, and where the roof has given way. Dining rain these depressions become 
filled with water, and it is affirmed that it does not find its way into the workings.

No one can estimate the danger until a beginning has been made in the work 
of removing the pillars. It is exceedingly doubtful whether an embankment would 
prevent the flood water from the creek from flowing under the embankment, seeing 
that there is a stratum of 5 or 6 feet of sharp sand under the surface. And if wrater 
does flow into such depressions, all will depend on the plastic character of the clay in 
resisting the percolation of this into the workings.

On the whole the Commission, while regretting the loss of so much excellent 
coal, are nevertheless apprehensive that any attempt to work the top coal, or remove 
the pillars contiguous to or under the creek, may prove disastrous to the colliery 
and expose workmen to danger.

18

MARYVILLE COLLIERY.
(Reference to this is made in Appendix, pages 102-3—Bore No. Id, page 168—

' Plans Nos. 1, d, 12, 13, 14.)
Tliis colliery was sunk about eighteen months before the date on which the 

Commission inspected it (16th July, 1886), to work out the coal under 100 acres of 
Mr. Hannell’s Estate. The site of the colliery, with reference to Throsby’s Creek 
and Wickham Colliery, is shown on plan No. 1. The colliery workings possess 
some special and unique features of much interest to students of natural science, and 
show the uncertainty and risks attending mining operations in situations where 
surface deposits rest directly upon the coal. The Commission have prepared plan 
No. 4, reduced from the colliery plan, showing some of the special features 
referred to.

The colliery is owned by a company registered in Sydney, and has been sunk 
and managed by Mr. Henry Harper, a. gentleman who, for over thirty years, has been 
identified with the Newcastle coal trade.

Tbe
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The coal-seam is an extension of the lower or Borehole seam. Before 
sinking operations were commenced, two bores (Nos. 11 and 12 on plan 1, recorded 
on page 1G8) had proved the existence of the coal-seam. No. 11 gave equivocal 
results. Bores put down on the adjoining lands, as well as Wickham shaft, had 
likewise proved the existence of coal under this estate. An inspection of these 
enables some idea to be formed of the special features of the coal-field, as far as 
depth and character of the roof arc concerned. The land is perfectly level, and is 
bounded on the east by Throsby’s Creek. Its general level is only a few feet above 
high-water mark. During floods it is covered by pools of water. The shaft has 
been sunk 390 yards distant from Throsby’s Creek and contiguous to the southern 
boundary of the estate, •

Having determined upon a site, a shaft was sunk 10 feet in diameter, secured 
by brick cylinders resting upon a " curb.” This was sunk through the stratum of 
quicksand and oyster-shells, measuring 32 feet in thickness, and on entering the clay 
which measured 101 feet, the brick cylinders were built from below upwards. A 
bed of gravel 2 ft. 6 in. in thickness rested directly upon the top of the coal, and this 
appears to have given the manager considerable trouble. It gave off a large 
amount of water. (Bor section, see sheet 14.) It may be remarked that this gravel- 
bed is of uneven distribution, and seems to overlie the coal in patches only. So far 
as the Commission could ascertain, it has only been found in the vicinity of the 
“ washout.” It was obvious to the Commission that it did not extend over the coal 
to the north-cast, where the nature of the roof has been ascertained by several bores 
put up for tliis purpose, as well as from falls in bords from which the top coal has 
been removed. The amount of water given off by this gravel-bed, and which exuded 
from the coal, appears in the early months to have been very considerable. This 
has, by constant draining, been materially reduced, and is now inconsiderable. The 
reason of this is, no doubt, due to the circumstance (and is a proof) that the thick 
stratum of clay acts as a puddle, and prevents the percolation of surface water, and 
permits of the complete drainage of the lower stratum of clay and gravel. This is a 
well-known feature of similar deposits.

In the light of future operations this must be regarded as a favourable indi
cation, as, by draining the sandy clay of its contained water, the roof will be prevented 
to a great extent from running in the event of a fall taking place; and some members 
of the Commission had air opportunity afforded them of inspecting an extensive fall 
in a bord, where the top coal had fallen and permitted a large quantity of perfectly dry, 
unconsolidated “ clod” or sand to descend into the workings. The same circumstance 
has been observed by Mr. Inspector Dixon, on whose mind it seems to have made a 
powerful impression, and to have had the effect of modifying to a considerable extent 
the views he had entertained as to the advisability of permitting certain operations 
to he continued. (Vide J. Dixon’s answers to question 2890.)

Plan No. 4, Appendix, is, the Commission believe, a faithful chart of the 
underground workings of this colliery as at 20th July, 1886.

The coal seam, protected at the site of the shaft by this thick sheet of 
clay, measures about 16 feet in thickness, and in no very material respect differs 
from the scam last described at Broughall’s Colliery, Tighe’s Hill, with this exception, 
that the hands of shale or inferior coal, known as " Morgan,” or “ Jerry,” have con
siderably thickened in this colliery, and in consequence the difficulty and cost of

getting
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getting is proportionately increased. The following section, taken in No. 1 bord, G 
heading, may be regarded as fairly representing the average thickness of the coal 
seam :—

Sandstone .......
Coal aad bands .

Parting

On the shaft reaching the coal scam, levels were broken off in the usual way 
(marked W and E) on both sides of the shaft. That marked E was intersected by 
a fault about 20 yards distant from the bottom. This proved to be a downthrow 
fault, that displaced the coal 7 feet. The course of tliis fault is N. 35 E., and its 
effect is to displace the top coal towards the east to a level noth the bottom coal. 
On crossing this fault the drive had not proceeded many yards when the coal-seam 
was again suddenly cut off by another fault, and sand appeared in front. A similar 
result attended the formation of a lodgment put into tire dip or south of the shaft, 
where a <( washout” was exposed. (Section of E level is shown on sheet No. 12.) 
The west level (marked W on plan) was driven in good coal for a distance of about 
120 yards, when the workmen unexpectedly exposed a face of sand, showing that 
the <c washout ” had turned to the north. Tliis gave oif much water, and stopped 
operations towards the west. Meantime, for the purpose of opening up the colliery, 
two headings (marked O© on plan No. 4<) were broken oif the west level. As these 
proceeded, ordinary bords were broken off to either side. The bords going to the 
west were stopped one after the other by a wall of sand and clay, coming down 
and cutting oif the coal seam ■ thus proving the line of the “ washout” trending north
wards. When the headings referred to had proceeded northwards 130 yards, their 
further progress was arrested by a similar interruption. It then became evident that 
this “washout” followed a tortuous course, and that the shaft had been sunk on a 
projection of coal, surrounded on three sides by the site of an ancient watercourse 
from which the coal had been denuded. C and "D headings had been commenced 
simultaneously with those referred to. On C heading reaching a point 130 yards 
from E level, it touched the line of the same “was!tout,” and was stopped; bnt 
as 10 heading was not interrupted, C heading was moved a few yards to the east, 
when it also passed the termination of the “washout.” Bords were broken, at 
the usual intervals, off these headings. Those going west are stopped by the con
tinuance of this “ wash ” northwards. The distance that each of these bords proceeds 
proves that the line of the “wash” is bearing off to the north-west. (Section No. 10, 
No. 12 sheet, taken at No. 15 bord, G heading, shows how the “washout” occurs.)

The manager, witli the record of boro XI, marked on plan No. 1, before him, and 
knowing that coal had been found 40 or 50 yards from the spot where OO levels 
bad been, stopped, resolved to run a pair of drives to prove the country to the north-west. 
Accordingly, A and B headings were commenced. Eor 2 chains these headings

passed
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passed through clay, the floor remaining intact and unaffected. At this distance 
the coal began to appear in the floor, and thickened till the parting on top of the 
lower coal appeared. It remained at this tliickness for a distance of 7 chains, when 
the drifts were stopped. A section of this drive is shown by a section on sheet 12. 
It would thus appear that this “washout” was caused by a current confined by 
a narrow channel, the margins, according as they are steep or sloping, telling the 
direction or impact of the current. Erom the data supplied by these workings, the 
Commission have shown by dotted hues the probable course of this channel. Erom 
a study of Plans Nos. 1 and 4, together with sections on sheet 12, it will be apparent that 
the " washout,” however interesting as a geological problem, has unfortunately cut off 
a considerable portion of this coal-field situated to the west. The exact effect it has 
on the coal to the north-west, and towards the branch creek, lias not been ascertained by 
any prospecting works. The disheartening character of the undertaking in the past 
has probably deterred the shareholders from incurring expense in order to elucidate, 
or set at rest, this question.

Returning to the east side of the shaft, I beading, or north-cast cross-cut, 
was commenced to strip the coal along, or run in the direction of the 7 feet down
throw fault. At intervals, E and E, G, and IT headings were commenced, to open 
out to the rise or north.

Where E heading was broken off, a roadway (j on plan 4) was put over the 
7ft. fault. This was driven for 20 yards level, when another down-throw' fault, 
running parallel to the first, was discovered. This wras crossed, and on the date of 
our inspection a road wTas being driven with coarse, apparently decomposed, con
glomerate as a roof, which was confined by close slabbing. A section of this is 
shown (No. 8, sheet 12) as w'ell as through A B, near the junction of the north-cast 
cross-cut and main level.

21

At various parts of the north-cast workings, off E, E, and G headings, the 
manager has caused drill-holes to be bored upwards through the top coal and into the 
overlying strata. This gentleman informed the Commission when conducting them 
through the workings, and repeated it under examination, that for G feet these 
drills had penetrated rock. (Vide answers to questions 1979, 1980, 1981.)

The system of winning adopted at this colliery has been to -work the lower 
two bands of coal separated by the “ jerry,” measuring as per margin 5 feet, of 
■which 4 feet and 2 inches is coal.

Coal
Morgan

Coal

Coal

Jerry

3' 31,"

At first the bords were driven 8 yards wide, 
leaving the usual 4-yard pillars to support the 
roof. Eluding, however, that the dead pressure 
of the clay weighted the top coal to an extent 
that rendered an alteration advisable, the width 
of the bords has since been reduced to 6 yards, 

The Commission, how'ever, regret to learn
mm/L

still leaving pillars 4 yards in tliickness.
{vide C. Peters’ reply, 10G5-6-7) that orders had been received to open out bords 
to 7 yards, thus reducing the thickness of the pillars to 9 feet, a width, in the opinion

of
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of the Commission, inadequate to support such a roof when the top coal is removed. 
The principle for recovering coal in this colliery lias been to work the bords in the 
lower coal to the cut-off heading, and on reaching that point to cut up the tops to a 
point within 1 foot 0 inches from the upper band, when the top coal is worked 
coming back, Tliis mode of working is explained by section No. 3, and on 
sheet 12.

As the lower coal is within the minimum measurement that regulates the 
hewing price required in the district, and contains a band of inferior coal that entails 
an addition to bo made on that price, it is found impossible to work this coal to 
yield a satisfactory profit.

Pinding that the roof improved towards the north-east, and that owing to the 
strata superincumbent on the coal having become drained, any falls that occurred 
showed no tendency to run, but became choked by the clay overhead, the managin’, 
being desirous to reduce the working cost, determined just before the visit of the 
Commission to abandon the lower coal entirely, and to confine his operations to the 
recovery of the top coal alone. This he proposed to accomplish by carrying in tire 
top coal in precisely the same manner as he had formerly .worked the lower coal. 
(Section No. 1, sheet 12, shows this mode.) On introducing tliis system, the men, 
knowing the nature of the overlying strata, held a meeting, and requested their 
secretary to communicate with Mr. Inspector Dixon, asking him to interfere. Mr. 
Dixon (vide question 2878) had entertained apprehensions as to the wisdom of working 
the top coal in this colliery, and feeling uneasy had notified the owners to cease 
working. (See page 163, appendix.) Tliis demand was not attended to, and finding that 
the Attorney-General had given it as his opinion, in the case of another colliery, that 
danger must be apparent before such a proceeding could be taken, tbe Examiner of 
Coal-fields advised the Inspector to take no responsibility. Mr. Dixon, while admitting 
his suspicions as to the stability of this roof, frankly admitted that he was much 
surprised (vide- question 2890) to find, in the case of a large fall depressing the 
surface, “no appearance of sand or water where it fell in” ; and he continues, “ this 
affords an example of how a man may he mistaken,” and, “ I had made sure that a 
fall there would let in water, and when I went there again the place was as dry as 
possible.”

The attention of the Commission having been drawn to this subject, and feeling 
that your Excellency might expect from them an expression of opinion as to the 
relative merits of the two systems of working, they have no hesitation in stating that 
in their opinion the former method, by winch the lower coal was worked going out 
and the top coal was recovered coming back (in the second working), has decided 
advantages in respect to safety over the second described system, by which the lower 
coal is left unworked (and absolutely lost), and the top coal alone is recovered by 
bords extending outwards.

In the former method, while the lower coal is worked outwards, the whole 
thickness of the “ Morgan,” and of the top coal is left on as a roof, and when it is 
worked backwards and recovered, should a fall occur, the men have an open exit 
both before and behind by which to escape. In the case of the second method, by 
which the top coal alone is worked, a fall could only occur behind the men, in all 
probability completely shutting off the only outlet they possess of escaping.
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The practical witnesses who could speak from personal knowledge of this 
colliery were closely examined upon this important point, and the opinion expressed 
above is shared hy them (vide C. Peter’s reply, 1073-7!i-75-79; also J. llohh’s 
reply, 1017-19), while witness T. Williams favoured the working of the top coal going 
in. The Examiner of Coal-fields, and notably Mr. Inspector Dixon, concur in the 
advisability of continuing the former method of recovering the top coal. Mr. Harper 
also (as was to be expected) supported the second or now mode of working, on the 
ground that if a fall took place it would have loss cavity to fill, and would conse
quently sooner choke itself. This, however, contemplates a state of matters that 
would probably have disastrous consequences to the workmen employed. Neverthe
less, as by the former system a loss, or probably no profit, was made in working the 
bottom coal, the Commission feel that in these circumstances it is hard to offer any 
impediment to a struggling Company to work at a profit. It is unlikely that men 
who are alive to the risks of their colliery, and are cognizant of the character of the 
roof and overlying strata, Avould work where danger appeared, or that the Inspector 
of Collieries could long permit a dangerous system to be pursued -with impunity. 
The Commission agree with Mr. Inspector Dixon in the candid expression of his belief 
that the real safety of Maryville lies in the thick body of clay that overlies the coal, 
and that the chief danger to be apprehended is that the gravel may again come in 
above the coal. If such a body of clay subsides, it will act as a dam, and effectually 
prevent the passage of water from above. It would be most desirable that, in all 
eases where the roof and safety of a mine depends upon the continuity of a body of 
clay, every effort should he made, and at the earliest possible date, to ascertain 
its exact geography, or area over which it extends. It is to be deplored that so 
much valuable coal is apparently destined to be absolutely wasted, beyond all hope 
of ultimate recovery, on account of the alleged impossibility of working the 
lower coal to a profit. Such waste, if it widely pervades a coal-mining district, 
must eventually be productive of baneful results to all connected with, coal-mining. 
So far as the Commission are aware, no scheme for working the pillars in this colliery 
has been proposed. This, if attempted in ignorance of the surface geology, would 
assuredly he attended by more than the average of mining risk. The Commission 
feel that when the “ lower tops” are once worked, the difficulty of attempting to work 
out pillars will, with such an incohesive roof, be considerable, and may, moreover, 
he attended with dangers that cannot be properly estimated or anticipated.

The extraordinary character of this coal-field, and the difficulties of no ordinary 
description that have been met witli in the course of working, render any remarks 
other than those affecting general principles unnecessary, and probably out of the 
province of tliis investigation. If they may be permitted to exceed their powers in 
this respect, the Commission would suggest that to lay off a colliery with such a 
roof as tliis in a regular system of panels with sufficient and effective harriers all 
round that could he shut off in event of accident occurring, it is probable that the 
maximum amount of coal could be won with the minimum liability of danger. Experi
ments could, under such a system, be conducted without endangering tlie surrounding 
workings. In any case, they desire to express their dissent from the recent order 
given to reduce the size of pillars and increase the width of bords. They consider 
that the stability of such a colliery consists in. the regularity and substantial area of 
pillars, and paying particular attention to the timbering of the workings.

No second or outlet shaft had, at the date of our visit, been begun, although 
the time allowed by the Coalfields It eg illation Act (clause 12, ride 1) had all

hut
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but expired. The manager seemed to be anxious to commence this very neces
sary work, but the directors hesitated, according to Mr. Croudace to commence this 
work, as the closing of the colliery was then under consideration.

. 21

NEW EERNDALE COLLIERY—DANGAR’S ESTATE.
(Reference is made to this Leasehold in Appendix, page 169—Bores IB, 14, 5—

Elan 1.)

The Eerndale Coal Company have seemed a lease of the coal under Mr. Dangar’s 
estate, situated between the lands of Mr. Eleming on the north, and the main road 
to Maitland on the south, the waters of Throsby’s Creek on the cast, and Wickham 
Reserve on the west. The lands are intersected by the mineral railway leading to 
the loading staiths at the Dyke. A portion of the lands has been sold for building 
allotments and for the erection of public works,

A bore (No. 17 on No. 1 plan) put down some years ago near to the Junction 
of the Maitland and Wickham Road, proved the presence of the Borehole seam, 
(17 ft. 7 in. thick, including bands) at a depth of 233 feet. The coal-seam was here 
covered by 10G ft. of rock, and this by 118 ft. of surface deposits, including 81 ft. 
of clay and 44 ft. of sand on the top.

In June or July of tliis year, tliis Coal Company put down a bore (marked 13, 
No. 1 plan), west of Hudson’s waggon works, for the purpose of proving this portion 
of their leasehold, and were rewarded by finding the Borehole coal-seam loft. bin. 
thick, at a depth of 135 feet, the cover consisting of 27 ft. of sand, 100 ft. of clay, 
and 8 ft. of rock.

According to the statement of Mi1. Powell, the Company’s manager, it is pro
posed to sink shafts to win this coal in the position marked on plan No. 1. The 
position is certainly convenient to the railway and to shipping.

The similarity between the surface deposits at Maryville, Wickham, at Eern
dale bore, and at No. 17 referred to above, will be seen by comparing the records of 
sections. Hero, however, the analogy ceases. At No. 13 bore the coal ought to have 
been found at a depth slightly greater than at Wickham shaft (170 feet); on the 
contrary it was found 33 feet shallower, wliilc the depth at No. 17 is greater than it 
ought to be, either taking it in connection with the depth at No. 13 or at No. 18 in 
the property of the A. A. Company. An anticlinal fold of the strata from No. 18 
could scarcely account for this, and looking at some of the records of bores in the 
estate of the A. A. Company, the probability of one if not two cast and west faults 
suggests itself as a reason for the depth of the coal-seam at the respective places 
named {vide section CC, Nos. 10 & 11 sheets).'

Although it. is all as yet conjecture, it is more than likely that the fault that is 
supposed to exist between Newcastle and Stockton may by dividing (as faults not 
unfrequently do) account for the interruption of the continuity of the strata.

The probabilities are that the “ washout” traced in Maryville and Wickham 
may be continued through this estate, and ultimately join the crop of the coal-seam 
that passes to the north of Hamilton, and is there protected by the pebbly sandstone 
that forms the main roof.

This



This should be kept in view by the lessees, and as this “ -washout,” if it does 
exist, must do so further west than No. 13 bore, it might be wise to win the coal- 
seam as far to the east as possible.

The coal-seam is of excellent quality and thickness. The great thickness of 
tenacious clay that overlies it will in all likelihood prove a sufficient protection against 
the percolation of surface waters; but it would be well in the event of the colliery 
being commenced for the lessees to insist upon the coal-workings being regularly laid 
off, and worked with the utmost wariness, caution, and skill, to pay close attention 
to timbering the stalls, and to proportion the width of bords and tliickness of pillars 
so that the latter will easily support the weight of the overlying strata without 
incurring the danger of the roof breaking or squeezing over them.

It would likewise, in the opinion of the Commission, be wise, in order to 
to minimize the risk of danger, to work this or similar coal-fields in districts, and to 
exhaust or work the top coal, or reduce the size of pillars only in the second or home
ward working.

WICKHAM AND BULLOCK ISLAND.
(Reference is made to this on plan Nos. 1, 2,10, 12,18,14; pages 161, 170,179-81,

Appendix).
These are the separate and distinct leaseholds belonging to separate pro

prietors. The former (Wickham) is held on lease from Mr. Peter Plcming, and the 
last-named is hold on lease from the Government.

The shallow, saltwater and tidal creek (a branch of the estuary of the Him ter 
that forms Bullock Island),known as Throsby Creek, divides the two estates. Bullock 
Island forms the western margin of Newcastle Harbour.

Throsby Creek is here about 230 yards broad, with an average depth of four 
feet at low-water. The rise and fall of the tide is from 3 to 4 feet.

Many years ago, a bore was put down on Pleming’s estate at Wickham, in 
proximity to the present shaft; but on account of the soft nature and thickness of the 
surface or superficial deposits, no attempt wras made at that time to win the thick 
coal found here. The record of this bore is given on sheet No. 13, Appendix, and 
page 170.

About 1879 or 1880, Hugh Walker and Alan Wilde, who had for some time 
been associated in the working of a neighbouring colliery, conceived the idea of 
winning the coal-seam at a point adjacent to and advantageously situated to the har
bour, and obtained a lease of the coal from Mr. Eleming. Operations were at once 
commenced, about 400 yards south-east of Maryville; and as the leasehold only 
extended over 50 acres, the intention was to sink two small shafts to the coal; the 
first, 5 ft. G in. in diameter, was sunk by means of cylinders through the quicksand 
that is found under the surface.

This {vide bore No. 10) measures 40 feet thick. When these cylinders had 
entered a few feet into the clay, the difficulty of obtaining money to carry on the oper
ations forced the proprietors to sink through the remaining detrital deposit by means of 
wooden curbing. This (with the pecuniary assistance obtained from Messrs. Wood and 
Cordon, of Newcastle) was successfully accomplished, and the shaft was sunk through, 
and opened up the Borehole scam of excellent quality and about 12 feet in thickness.
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The depth of this shaft to the bottom of the coal-seam is 170 feet. The coal-seam is 
overlaid by about 22 feet of soft conglomerate (vide replies 3159-3168). (Journal 
of bore No. 16, page 170, put down contiguous to the shaft.)

The winning of such an excellent and thick coal-seam contiguous to Newcastle 
Harbour created some interest in mining circles. The mine was inspected by the 
Government officers, who, with an intimate knowledge of the surroundings, formed a 
high estimate of the value of the property; and tliis estimate is still held by them. 
(Vide replies to questions No. 2924, 3159, 3163, 3180-4).

The pecuniary difficulties that beset the lessees of Wickham brought 
about an amalgamation with the lessees of coal under Bullock Island and Throsby’s 
Creek, and a public Company (in consequence of this arrangement) was formed to 
work the conjoined properties. This amalgamation was brought about through the 
instrumentality of Mr. Winchester, of the Coal-fields Office. (Vide questions 74-80.)

Bullock Island lease is held off the Crown, and at the date of the Company being 
formed, consisted of 400 acres of coal, including the coal under a portion of Throsby’s 
Creek. This area has subsequently been extended to the coal under the remainder 
of the creek to the south, and under the major portion of the basin, west of the 
lower dyke or staiths, known as the “ Dock.”

The area held off Government for coal-mining purposes now exceeds 800 
acres. It may be considered as a northerly extension of the Australian Agricultural 
Company’s freehold. The major portion of tliis leasehold is covered by tidal 
waters. That under Throsby’s Creek and the Dock is permanently covered by a 
depth of water varying from 3 to 8 feet; the highest portion of the land is now 
covered by tenements of houses, and is only a few feet above tidal mark.

The leasehold forms the western boundary of the harbour or the shipping 
staiths on the dyke, and is therefore most conveniently situated for the expeditious 
shipment of coal.

No part of tliis leasehold has been proved by bores.

A site having been selected contiguous to the railway, a shaft composed of 
cast-iron plates 1^- in. in thickness, in segments 3 ft. and 1 ft. deep, strengthened by 
strong flanges and brackets, and 10 ft. in diameter, was commenced.

The contractor for this shaft was Mr. Hugh Walker, and the work was 
managed by Mr. Arcliibald Fairley, an engineer of experience and judgment.

The position of this shaft is shown on plan No. 1, Appendix.

The cylinders, having been secured by piles and a framework, were sunk in the 
usual way, by loading them with weights sufficient to overcome the pressure of the 
surface deposits on the outside of the cylinders.

These cylinders have been sunk almost plumb. No special difficulty attended 
the operation of sinking them, the thick deposits of clay proving as easy as solid 
strata to sink through (vide replies to questions 89, 90). For a description of the 
sinking (see H. Walker and A. Fairley’s questions, 90-112-127). The section of this 
shaft is given (sheet 14, Appendix and sections c.c., plan 10), and from this it will be 
seen that, with the exception of the 15 feet of sand and gravel (vide No. 14 section
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referred to) encountered at a depth of 116 feet, no special difficulties presented 
themselves in this sinking. About 15 feet* of rock was sunk through before reaching 
the coal-seam, which, including stone or other bands, measured 19 feet in thickness.

The close similarity between the record given of the sinking at Wickham and 
that at Bullock Island will be apparent by the examination of the sections in No. 14 
sheet; and the Commission have prepared a cross-section on No. 12, for the purpose 
of further elucidating this point.

In these the probable sequence of strata is shown.

During the progress of the sinking, the Examiner of Coal-fields and Mr. John 
Dixon visited the works (vide reply 96, also 3197) and saw no cause to object to the 
manner in which, the work was executed, and considered the colliery was perfectly 
safe and a valuable property. (Vide replies to questions 96 and 2911-12, also 3197 
to 3202.)

After inspecting the underground workings of tliis colliery, several members 
of the Commission, before coming to the surface, inspected the shaft, and felt satis
fied of the substantial nature of the work and the marginal strength of the cylinders. 
The foot of these had not, however, been secured by a wedging curb, or rested on a 
basement of rock or walling. No water exuded from under the free edge of the plates 
(see sketch, No. 12 plan), the thickness and pressure of the clay proving an impass
able barrier to the percolation of water from above.

While at the colliery, Mr. Gardner, the manager, stated that the rock under the 
surface and above the coal measured 45 feet in thickness. He repeated tliis in evidence 
(vide question 2094), also when recalled (Nos. 3353-4), and lodged coloured sections to 
prove this. Mr. Eairley, in reply to question 2683, stated 43 feet as the tliickness; 
wlnle Mr. Inspector Dixon (question 2907) states about 40 feet. One of the wit
nesses, George Minickham, who had been employed as a sinker, positively stated that 
only 25 feet of rock overlies the coal seam, of which the upper 15 feet was useless as 
a roof (see questions 1207-8, &c.) This witness (see question 1203-5, also 1256) con
sidered the shaft unsafe, but admitted (questions 1218-19) that he had no experience 
of such shafts or cylinders. This, he explained, arose from the cylinders having 
cracked while being forced down. He further stated that these cracks were 2^ in. 
wide (vide reply No. 1249) and extended diagonally through five segments (reply 
No. 1251), and that he had been employed several shifts in blocking these cracks 
(reply 1234), This witness had been appointed as check-inspector for the men, and 
laid much stress upon the report which he gave on the occasion. This report appears 
in page 164, Appendix.

Strange to say, this witness had not complained to the manager about these 
cylinders (see questions 2121-22).

Having doubts as to the perfect reliability of tliis witness while giving 
evidence, the Commission requested twro of their number—Messrs. Turnbull and 
Curley—to proceed to the colliery and investigate the truth of the statements made 
by him. The report of these gentlemen, appended hereto, page 180, Appendix, shows 
the apparently reckless character of the statements made. The two Commissioners 
referred to measured 28 ft. 9 in. from the top of the coal to the bottom of the cylinders.

It
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It was however evident that these had entered some distance into the rock, but they had, 
of course,had no means of ascertaining this with precision. It was, however, clear that 
a mistake had been made, which in the most direct way was contradicted. Hugh 
Walker the contractor, who during his examination in chief had not been interrogated 
on the point, on being recalled (vide questions 3017-20) explained that the cylinders 
had entered the rock 13 to 11 feet, and, in reply to question 3021, he stated that the 
rock above the coal measured over 40 feet; and furthermore, to meet, the charge of 
George Minickham, that the upper 15 feet of rock was soft and of no use as a roof, 
this witness, who was at the shaft during the whole of the operations (see reply No. 
3026), stated (No. 3028) that no portion of the rock in Bullock Island shaft was of 
a soft or rotten nature, but " was sound and solid post right through ” A. Fairley 
(question No. 2688) also stated that the rock is “hard sandstone post.” And that 
it is so can be seen by an examination of the exposed portion of the shaft. Mr. Fairley 
(question 2684) stated that the cylinders had been carried into the rock about 9 
feet. This left a discrepancy of about o feet between the alleged thickness of the 
rock above the coal, and the measurement of Messrs. Turnbull and Gurley added to 
9 feet—the distance it was at first stated by Mr. Fairley the cylinders had been car
ried into the rock. On being recalled (question 3032), the witness (Mr. Fairley) 
explained that after the cylinders had been entered 9 to 10 feet into the rock, they 
dropped a few feet from the pressure upon them, and sunk down in this unexpected 
manner some feet further (question 3034). They had thus actually entered the 
rock 13 or 14 feet. As has already been remarked, Mr. Walker made a similar 
statement as to the length the cylinders had entered the rock before the recall of 
Mr. Fairley. Mr. Wood (reply 2440) stated the thickness at 51 feet.

On this point the Commission have no reason to doubt the general accuracy 
of the testimony offered.

After Bullock Island shaft was sunk, operations were at once commenced to 
effect a junction with the adjoining colliery of Wickham, to comply with the pro
visions of the Act requiring a second or outlet shaft. A mine shown on plan No. 5 
was driven in the lower part of the coal-seam, across Throsby s Creek, and joined the 
workings from Wickham shaft. Thereafter, Wickham shaft became the second or 
outlet shaft, provided in clause 12, section 1, of the Coal Mines Regulation Act 
1876. At the date of the inspection by the Commission this was used as the down
cast shaft; it is 5 feet 6 inches in diameter. The engine that had raised the coal 
from the workings, shown on the plan, remains on the surface, and is the means 
provided to draw the men out of the mine should occasion require. It is unfortunate 
that a shaft so small in area as this is should ever have been sunk, even as an explor
ing shaft to a coal-seam. The first cost is just about as great as one of larger area 
and of a more practicable and useful size. To use this as an upcast shaft for a large 
colliery, the velocity of the air will be undesirably great, and consequently the motive 
power required to overcome this, in addition to the drag of a large volume of air 
through a narrow outlet, will be considerable,
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WICKHAM—(Dip, South-east).

The bottom of this is 50 feet above that of the adjoining colliery of Bullock 
Island. The inclination or pitch of the communication mine averages 1 in 14. Tliis
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mine crossed a few small faults that displaced the coal-seam 4 feet or so to the west. 
Reference to plan No. 5 will show the situation of these works in relation to the 
railway and Throsby’s Creek.

The workings shown on the plan were for the most part finished before the 
two collieries were communicated. The narrow heading driven north from the shaft- 
bottom crosses an east and west fault, that has also been crossed in Wallace’s headings 
in Bullock Island works. Tliis fault displaces the coal to the north about 4 feet. It 
seems also to have had a marked effect upon the roof, as beyond it (to the north) the 
roof is very hollow and soft. Towards the face of this heading the sand cuts off the 
top coal, and at length cuts off the bottom coal. In consequence of the softness of 
the roof and the sand in the face, a wooden wall or chock was built across the 
level; beyond this inspection was impossible. The probability is, that the heading 
has proved a continuation of the same “ washout” that passes Maryville Colliery a 
few yards south of the shaft. Notwithstanding the narrow width of the drive, the 
hollow nature of the roof necessitates centre props to support the ordinary timber set 
to keep the roof; there is a heavy pressure up to the bottom of the shaft.

The coal workings to the west of the dip, or south dip road, have been stopped 
on the downthrow fault shown upon the plan, and running north-west and south
east. The level from the shaft-bottom has crossed this fault, and four bords have 
been driven 7 yards wide, although intended to be 0 yards. They had all been 
stopped for months before the date of our inspection; the roof did not appear to 
possess much residual strength. The cast and west and north fault disturbs the coal- 
seam considerably in No. 2 heading. The roof is hollow, and at one place soft 
sand appears. This section has been abandoned.

The west headings marked A and B have been driven G ft. wide. The 
intention is to leave a barrier of coal 18 yards thick to the west, and another to the 
south, to guard against any inundation coming from Maryville Colliery, as shown 
on plan No. 5 ; through these barriers the narrow headings arc intended to be 
driven. To the west and south in these, flood-gates will be inserted to prevent any 
inundation filling the main workings.

The Commission do not anticipate any inundation from Maryville, nor from 
the “ washout,” and judging from the course south of that colliery, they would not 
be surprised to find that it intersected Wickham Estate west of the present work
ings, and probably it is this that has been tapped in the face of the north level. (Eor 
probable course, see plan No. 1.) The -pent-up water, which exuded from the coal 
when first sunk to, has been drained off, and the workings arc now dry.

Considering the nature of the roof to the rise or north of the shaft, and also at 
Maryville, it may probably be found expedient to drive narrower bords in any future 
workings in this estate. Taking the depth and all the circumstances into considera
tion, security may better be attained by narrowing the width of the bords than by 
increasing the thickness of the pillars. The permanent roads under the railways 
should be properly secured.

Hitherto only the lower division of the coal-seam has been operated upon; 
the top coal having been left as a support to the roof. The following section, taken

in
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in the west levels, shows how much the coal seam has improved in the space that 
separates it from Maryville.

30

By leaving the hand of coal 6 in. thick under the 
“Morgan,” the liability of the latter to fall will be 
obviated, and a much cleaner working obtained. 
The water that falls down the shaft and exudes 
from the bottom of the coal is insignificant in 
amount, and finds its way to Bullock Island 
Colliery. It is brackish, but horses drink it.

. BULLOCK ISLAND COLLIEBY.

This shaft is 10 ft. in diameter and is intended to work and win the whole coal 
from under Bullock Island, Throsby Creek, and Wickham Estate to the left of that 
creek. It is fitted with single-decked cages, one skip being drawn at a time. The 
workings shown upon the plan No. 4 represent the progress made up to the 19th June 
and 6th of July respectively. The coal at the shaft measures (see report) 18 ft. 6 in, of 
which the bottom coal only has been worked. This, with the band called the “ jerry,” 
measures 5 feet 6 inches or so, and is shown on sheet No. 3, by section at A B C D— 
the four extremities of the workings—and at E, on Wallace’s Heading, where an 
overlap or side-thrust occurs.

The principal part of the workings is situated to the north of the railway.

The necessity of driving narrow headings across the railway line, and of leaving 
a large pillar under an allotment that the owners had failed to acquire, must have 
considerably hampered the primary operations.

Three pairs of narrow headings only 6 ft. wide have been driven to the rise 
or north-west, and off the back headings the bords have been broken off full width on 
the facings or pianos of the coal. Two of these headings, the north or “ straight-in ” 
and Dunn’s, had been driven 14 and 15 chains respectively from the shaft at the 
date of our inspection, and from these the greater bulk of the output was drawn.

The pitch of the seam to the north of the shaft is very slight, so that with a 
down-fault of a few feet, the face of Dunn’s heading was, at our inspection, only 2 
ft. higher than the bottom of the shaft. As is the case in the majority of flat seams 
the floor forms “ swallys ” (or hollows, or troughs), out of which the water requires 
to be bailed at great expense. Salt water drops freely from the top coal, and exudes 
from the “ jerry.”

The top coal has not been disturbed in any portion of the colliery ; it forms a 
sound and most excellent roof, and no fall had, at the date of receiving evidence, 
occurred.

No
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No attempt had "been made in the two advanced headings named to ascertain 
the thickness of the top coal; bnt at ‘Wallace’s heading, where an overlap occurred at 
a fault, the thickness is stated to he 22 feet.

Mr. Gardener, the manager, when examined (question 2089-90) informed the 
Commission that the question of working the top coal was under consideration, hut 
had not been determined upon.

To the east of the “ straight-in ” headings the coalfield is practically intact.

Wallace’s heading (about 100 yards west of Dunn's) had crossed a downthrow 
fault of about 6 feet, and is simply cutting off the bords driven off Dunn’s heading. 
This heading is well under the channel of Throsby’s Creek, as are all the bords broken 
off Dunn’s heading. This pair of roads are, on account of a bend in the channel, 
heading straight across the creek, while the face of the “ straight-in ” headings must 
ere this have passed under the same channel.

To the south of the .railway the dip-road had reached a points^ chains distant 
from the shaft. The coal to the south has a more decided pitch than towards the 
north. A special pump has been placed in the dip-road, and this unwaters the whole 
mine by forcing it in one lift to the surface. The total growth of water probably 
docs not exceed 60 gallons per minute.

Very little has been done to the south or east of the shaft. The coal increases 
in thickness to the dip or south (see section c.c., No. 10 sheet).

The “ winning off ” headings in tliis colliery have been driven only 6 ft. wide, 
and may probably be found to be too narrow when a system of rope haulage is intro
duced, or even for ventilating purposes.

Instead of following the district custom of driving bords 8 yards wide, and 
leaving pillars only four yards in thickness to support the weight of the superincum
bent strata, the Directors of this colliery have adopted the rule of driving bords 
6 yards wide, leaving pillars 8 yards in thickness. Their directions to their manager 
may be judged from the evidence of Mr. Wood (replies No. 2434—2439). This as a 
matter of course entails an increase in the cost of getting, but it is an earnest of the 
care the Directors have shown for the general security. The top coal measuring, 
with bands, about 15 ft. thick has also been left undisturbed.

The plan shows that these pillars are not of perfectly uniform size or shape. 
This may in part be due to the occurrence of “ swallys,” or the desire to drive at 
right angles to the natural facings. It could be avoided if strict attention were paid to 
breaking bords off to a common bearing, and to maintain the straight line by moans 
of plumbs hung from the roof. This is particularly necessary in the case of the 
headings.

An excellent rule prevails in this colliery of imposing a fine in event of any 
workman exceeding the specified width of his drive. If the same attention and regard 
had been paid to straight lines, the object aimed at by this departure from a district 
custom would be obtained.

One of the witnesses in Iris evidence (reply No. 1263), states that the mine 
was unsafe, and explains that sufficient means of exit had not been provided, and
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recommended a ladder to be fixed in Wickham slxaft because reply 1264) it took 
about three hours to raise steam for the engine placed there. Mr. Gardner, the manager, 
on being examined {vide reply No. 2021) did not look upon this witness as an 
authority upon mining matters. And in connection with this point denies (question 
2156) that he ever was requested to put ladders in the Wickham shaft; but (see 
reply No. 2167) explained that it was he who suggested this, and stated (reply to 
questions No. 2197) that steam is constantly kept up at the outlet shaft.

The Commission regret that the area of this outlet shaft is so small, yet in the 
knowledge that this was an experimental opening, and is not singular in its arrange
ments, size, or fittings from others at existing collieries, and out of the scope of this 
inquiry, they can see no cogent reason for singling it out for comment further than 
to say that it complies with requirements of the Coal-fields Regulation Act, and that 
the suggestion, whether advanced in all seriousness or in sarcasm to fix ladders in it, is 
worthy of consideration, and if properly arranged need not offer any serious 
impediment to the ventilating current.

The Commission concur in the opinions expressed by Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. 
Dixon, and every practical miner and manager, who has examined or could speak 
from personal experience of the colliery, that the workings arc to all appearance safe, 
and that no danger is obvious.

The Commission would desire to point out that portions of the extensive 
coal-workings of the A. A. Co. are under surface deposits ahnost as thick as those at 
Bullock Island, while the tlnckness of rock may not be materially greater.

The Commission feel that the directors and manager of this colliery have 
taken a proper and commendable departure from a stereotyped district custom, by 
lessening the width of the bords and increasing the thickness and area of the pillars, 
with the object of increasing the safety of their workmen and of their mining works.

The Commission are of opinion that the continuity of the thick deposit of clay 
that overlies the rock, and has undoubtedly a somewhat wide distribution, may be 
considered as the sheet-anchor and a protection that cannot be over-estimated to coal- 
workings that underlie tidal waters, or sand that is hold in a state of suspension by 
the presence of salt water.

In the event of a serious subsidence, as the result of an extensive underground 
fall taking place, no greater security could exist than the presence of a continuous 
sheet of plastic clay adherent to or covering the natural surface of the rock, and 
filling its joints and fissures to prevent the descent of water or of loose silty deposits.

In event of a depression occurring, this plastic or puddle-clay would yield and 
accommodate itself to the inequalities, while the pressure of the incohesive materials 
above it would squeeze it into a solid mass, as impervious to the passage of water as 
it was before being disturbed. Numerous instances of the perfect security afforded 
by a stratum of brick-clay in preventing the descent of surface or canal waters into 
coal workings on the removal of thick coal pillars at a moderate depth arc known, 
and have come under the experience of some of the members of this Commission.

The experienced sinking contractor, Hugh Walker, in describing the character of 
the yellow clay immediately overlying the rock (reply 125-6) graphically, described it 
as ,cresembling indiarubber.” In reply to question 127, he considered “neither surface
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nor anything else will go through it” ; and in a subsequent reply “considers this 
clay a perfect safeguard. ” A. Gardener, with a yaried experience (in reply, question No.
2097), also considers this clay a protection from surface deposits. Mr. Inspector Dixon, 
in his evidence (question 2916) describes this as one of “the strongest clays I have ever 
seen in my life.” In questions Nos. 2917-8, the same gentleman considers this a most 
valuable adjunct to the rock, and reposes confidence in it resisting the percolation of 
surface water. (See also A. Ross, Nos. 2268-9.) /^j

The Examiner of Coal-fields, as well as Mr. Inspector Dixon, were decided in 
then- opinion of this colliery. In his replies (Nos. 3197 to 3211), Mr. Mackenzie '
states that he visited the colliery during the progress of the sinking operations, and 
approved of the manner in which they were conducted. He was satisfied with the ^
stability of the shaft, and with the manner the underground workings wTere laid off; 
and that the modification of the district system of mining introduced in this colliery 
meets -with his approbation. Mr. Joseph Wood, a director of the Company, of much 
experience in mining (question 2443) endorses this. Mr. Inspector Dixon is equally 
decided. The practical miners examined, viz., J. Miller, G. Minickham, and David 
Ilynd, concur in this opinion, the last suggesting that the top coal should be left 
under Throsby’s Creek until the last. These wetnesses expressed their entire con
fidence in the manner the mine wras worked, and could suggest nothing that would 
increase the general safety. Mr. Croudace (see replies Nos. 3411-12) testifies to the 
value and security of a stratum of clay above the rock, overlying a coal-seam. The 
same gentleman (reply No. 3429) proposes a system of working to all intents similar 
to that pursued in this colliery, and in replies Nos. 3420-7-8 admits that had he 
been aware that such a course w'as pursued, and that the manager had been guided by 
circumstances, lie would have made an exception in his favour, in the series of letters 
he had contributed to the local papers on delta collieries. Under those circumstances, 
it is unfortunate that this correspondence ever appeared.

In an indirect manner the Commission have already expressed their satisfac
tion at the desire for safety, and the wisdom of the manager and directors (see H.
Cordon, questions 2367-8-9, and Joseph Wood, 2438-9) in departing from a stereo
typed custom, and in its stead inaugurating, at considerable expense, a modification 
that commends itself to their approbation, and which has also merited the approval 
of the Examiner of Coal-fields and Mr. Inspector Dixon, as wrell as the confidence of 
those of the workmen (3197 to 3214 and 2914-2919 to 2924) who presented them
selves for examination, and tliis they trust may satisfy the natural anxiety of your 
Excellency respecting the condition of this colliery.

The Commission trust that strict attention will in future be paid to maintain 
perfect uniformity in the laying off and forming the pillars, and that the rule laid 
down by the Directors as to the area of these pillars and the width of the bords will 
be rigidly adhered to. If this is done, and system and regularity maintained, the 
Commission see no reason to doubt the safety of the mine, so far as the method of 
working is concerned. They consider that it would be desirable to exercise much 
caution in approaching the unproved ground under Throsby’s Creek, especially 
north of the shaft, until the exact geography and distribution of the surface deposits 
have been ascertained. They also think it right to remark that, as a pure precaution
ary measure, the request of Mr. Inspector Dixon to keep a borehole in advance of 
the leading headings should be cheerfully seconded by the manager and owners of
tliis, as well as all the other collieries notified on the subject.

991—E
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The Commission agree with the gentlemen of their number who paid a special 
visit to inspect the condition of the cylinders, that the cracks do not materially affect 
the stability or security of the iron tubbing. Being horizontal cracks, they can easily 
be remedied and made of any required strength; but the great marginal strength of 
the castings and the circumstance that they occur opposite a body of impervious 
clay, from which not a drop of water exudes, raises no apprehension in their mind as 
to danger from this source. By constant draining the probability is that in a very 
short time this clay null become as hard and stable as the rock itself. It would have 
been more workman]lice if the cylinders had rested on walling, or that a solid bed of 
rock had been levelled and prepared, and a wedging curb inserted. With a little 
trouble and the foresight of experience, the slight leaks that occur at some of the joints 
and bolt-holes could have been wedged so tight that not a drop of water would have 
found its way into the shaft, and thus have attained one of the principal objects of 
iron tubbing. As has been already remarked, no water enters the shaft from the 
bottom of this tubbing.

The stratum of clay referred to, and its continuity over the area of the coal
field, is undoubtedly such an important factor in the economy of coal-getting that the 
Commission would suggest that accurate and precise information should be obtained 
as to its distribution, character, and thickness. They feci that too much knowledge 
cannot be obtained on such a subject.

■ This is especially desirable under Throsby’s Creek and tire tidal waters to the 
south. The means for obtaining it need neither be expensive nor of an elaborate 
character.

To the south the Australian Agricultural Company arc working their coal- 
seam towards their private <£ staiths,” just beyond the south-east corner of Bullock 
Island leasehold. Some years ago this Company put down a boro at this spot. A 
record of this is given on page 173, No. 24 Bore. At this place the yard coal was over
laid by 53 feet only of surface deposits. From soundings of the harbour supplied 
by the Harbour Engineer, the Commission find that from the A.A. Co.’s staiths 
northward, and for a distance of at least 600 yards in that direction, rock is found at 
a depth varying from 12 to 21 feet at low water. This is evidence that the thick
ness of these deposits decreases towards the south, which implies that the thickness 
Of the rock will increase. It would, however, be unwise to argue positively from 
the evidence afforded by sinkings situated at such a distance apart.

From the information at their disposal the Commission have prepared section 
through c c on plan No. 1, and shown on sheet No. 10, being a section Horn 
Shepherd’s Hill through the Australian Agricultural Company’s staiths and on to 
Ferndale.

The question of recoveriug the maximum quantity of coal from a coal-seam, 
and of modifying the system of working to suit circumstances, depends on and is inti
mately connected with the accuracy of the information at the disposal of the lessees 
as to the condition and character of the surface deposits, and the rocks superincum
bent upon the coal; and this, in the opinion of the Commission, should be a sufficient 
incentive for ascertaining the information referred to.

Bullock Islaud coal-field belongs to and is leased from tbc Government, and, 
so far as the Commission could ascertain, tbc lease contains no provisions or stipu
lations as to the system of working to be pursued, i.e. or the area or form of the
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pillars to "bo left. As the amount of mineral that can safely be removed depends 
upon the system of working that is adopted, and as the system should be determined 
by the conditions referred to, the desirability of obtaining exact information of the 
overlying deposit® and strata is manifest.

Considering that the royalties or revenue per acre will depend upon the 
system of mining that is pursued, and as it is of moment that the property of the 
State—the national resources—should be conserved, and unnecessary loss of minerals 
averted, it may be worthy the consideration of the Government whether it would not 
be wise on their part to pnt down a line of surface boros, to set at rest the character 
of the estuarine deposits over the areas of coal owned by them.

With the object of arranging the principle of working to be adopted by the, 
lessees without responsibility to the lessor, such a system, and for the above object, 
is by no moans uncommon in Britain, and is productive of the most satisfactory 
results.

35

HETTON.
(Reference to this Colliery is made on plan No. 1.)

This colliery is at present in process of being snhk. The Company have 
acquired the rights granted to Messrs. Steel, Hutchinson, and others to work the 
coal from under the harbour of Newcastle or the estuary of the Hunter. The area 
of coal leased is of a semi-lunar form and measures 1,000 acres, and is shown on 
plan No. 1. Outside the harbour it opens out towards the north, and, including the 
Oyster Bank (a peculiarly exposed portion of the coast), joins the ocean leasehold ■ 
belonging to the Stockton Coal Company. Inside the harbour it opens out towards - 
the north, but beyond the probable lino of out-crop of the coal-seam.

The bolding of the Company is peculiar, in having practically no coal except 
under the tidal waters of the estuary or harbour. An allotment of about 6 acres 
having been secured of oblong shape on the sand and marshes of Bullock Island, a 
shaft 16 ft. in diamater lias been commenced, and at the date of our inspection it bad 
been sunk to a depth of 66 ft.

The position of the shaft is about 200 yds. to the north of the engine-house 
for working the cranes on the dyke. It is shown on plan No. 1, Appendix .

A bore put down to the north-east gave the following data:—
Sand.................................................................................................... 45 ft.
Clay..........................................................................................  125 „ '

170 ft.

It is much to be regretted that this bore was stopped on its reaching or 
touching the rock.

The position of the colliery is to the rise of strata from Bullock Island ■ 
shaft; the rock will probably in tliis case be thinner than at the last-named colliery.
On the thickness of the clay the safety of the mine to a very large extent depends." '*

The shaft was being sunk with non cylinders 11 inches in thickness, with internal 
webs and flanges of adequate strength. These had passed through the stratum of 
sand 15 ft. in thickness that overlies the district, and had been forced into the clay 
for a distance of 20 ft. Tliis was not a puddle clay, but was salt and of a peculiar
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friable description. Tins becomes plastic in depth. The method employed for 
sinking these cylinders is to force them down in advance of the internal excavation 
by the pressure of weights piled on the top ring—about 600 tons of rails were used to 
load these cylinders at the date of our visit. The cylinders had been sunk perfectly 
plumb, bnt the joints were “weeping” to a small extent. The lower plates had 
become fractured, and the weight was being removed. The cause of these fractures 
may be due to the quality of the cast-iron used, but it may bo also due to the mode 
of loading employed.

When the cylinders have entered the clay, the course pursued is to add plates 
as the clay is dug out. If, however, beds of quicksand or gravel, with water, are 
encountered, this simple process is no longer practicable; when, from the suction 
or adhesion and pressure of clay over such an enormous surface of metal, the cylin
ders may refuse to move by any practicable amount of loading. Some of the Com
mission have in their own experience been enabled to successfully sink cylinders 
under similar circumstances, by resorting to the simple expedient of telescoping, or 
sinking one tier of cylinders within another, when much difficulty was experienced 
in sinking the former tier.

To obtain access to the coal under the harbour, the Company will require to 
receive permission to drive the necessary roads under the hydraulic cranes and 
wharfs opposite to their colliery, and after driving out into their leasehold, to work 
the coal from their peculiarly shaped leasehold. Tliis will require rare tact, and the 
exercise of much judgment, caution, and mining erudition.

The Commission feel that the question of the safe working of at least the northern 
section of this leasehold will depend upon the presence or absence of the thick stratum of 
plastic clay impervious to water, already referred to, as well as a reasonable thickness 
of sound rock. The Commission place great importance upon an accurate knowledge 
of the distribution and character of this clay and superimposed rock being obtained, 
especially in a colliery such as this is, that does not possess any coal save that which 
underlies thick estuarine deposits entirely under the waters of the harbour. They 
disclaim any intention of being pessimists, hut from a solemn sense of the public 
duty devolving upon them, and looking to the natural pitch and strike of the strata, 
and what is known of the coal workings in Stockton colliery on the cast, and in 
Bullock Island colliery on the west, they are inclined to think that a disturbance or 
fault, or faults, may he encountered under the harbour no great distance from the 
staiths. This with the circumstance that the sand is known to thicken (see record 
bores, pages 177-8) to the north-east, and that the character of the surface deposits 
changes for the worse in that direction, is, in their opinion, sufficient reason why the 
greatest caution should be exercised, and the most accurate information of the 
deposits overlying the coal should be ascertained, at several points over this leasehold, 
before any scheme of 'winning a thick coal-seam is elaborated or begun.

36

STOCKTON COLLIEBY.
(Reference to this Colliery is made in plans 1, 2,11,13,14, and pages 162-4', 177-8,

and 180, Appendix.)
The peninsula of this name, to the north of the harbour of Newcastle, is 

entirely composed of sand, raised a few feet above the sea-level, and is covered by 
low scrub. It separates the Pacific Ocean from the estuary of the Hunter, and the 
harbour of Newcastle. In
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In appearance, the peninsula resembles the club or “ watldy ” of an aboriginal, 
with the thick end turned to the south.

It measures about 6 miles in length. The lower portion alone is supposed to 
contain coal.

The peninsula is shown on plan No. 1. It presents an unbroken beach of 
pure sand 6 miles in length, and for this distance not a rock is visible.

Twenty-three years ago the late Mr. Jonathan Dixon put down several bores over 
this peninsula, and proved the existence of formidable deposits of quicksand and clay 
overlying the Borehole coal-seam. The quicksand was of a peculiarly “quick” 
nature, and appeared to be held in a state of suspension by water below7 the level of 
the sea. “Wells in this peninsula, if they tap surface wTater, and are sunk below7 high 
water mark, are brackish or salt (vide evidence, J. Errington, question 507) during 
high tide, becoming fresh again when the tide recedes. The difficult nature of the 
surface deposits was attested by the evidence of Mr. Mackenzie, Examiner of Coal
fields, Mr. Walker, Mr. Croudace, Mr. Eairley, Mr. Inspector Dixon, and Mr. 
Harrison, the two last-named witnesses giving it as their opinion that an underground 
“set” or current exists in this quicksand, between the Pacific and the estuary of the 
Hunter. At all events, the sand, from experience gained years ago, at the sinking 
of the Scottish-Australian Coal-mining Company, as well as from bores put dow'n, 
appears to be semi-fluid.

The Commission desire to refer your Excellency to the record of Stockton 
shaft, and of several bores, Nos. 32 to 30, given on pages 177-8. The positions of these 
are shown on plan No. 1; while on sheet 11, they have also prepared a horizontal 
section of the superficial deposits and strata in the course of the line e e, plan 
No. 1; and this, they hope, will enable your Excellency to understand the nature 
of the estuarine deposits, and the influence that these may have on future attempts 
to work coal in the peninsula, or under the ocean.

By referring to this plan, it w7ill be seen that the “ yard” coal crops out on the 
sea cliffs under Signal Hill, and lias been worked under the city of Newcastle. Along 
the southern margin of the hill, the rock is seen on the shores of the harbour. At 
this place the harbour is about 500 yards wide, and about 250 yards from the southern 
shore, or edge of the sand, the Stockton Coal Company have put down their shafts. 
The natural pitch of the strata is to the south-east. Had this pitch been maintained 
without any interruption to the continuity of the beds, the yard coal-seam that out
crops a few feet above the sea-level on the south side of the harbour and sea cliffs 
ought not to have been found further to the north of these points.

We find, however, at Stockton shaft, that a thickness of 66 ft. of sand and clay 
overlies rock tliat to the south of the harbour has no alluvial covering. At a depth 
of 129 ft. the dirty coal-seam that is seen to overlie the yard coal at Nobby’s was sunk 
through, and at a depth of 182 ft. 6 in. the position of the yard coal itself was reached. 
In a normal condition of the strata, that is to say, if the natural pitch had been unin
terrupted, and before the work of denudation had been begun, the position of the 
“yard seam” should have been found at a horizon probably 35 ft. above the surface level 
of Stockton shafts. The section through ccon No. 11 sheet shows that at a depth of 238 
feet the A. A. Company, near their staiths on the south side of the harbour, found the 
borehole scam to measure 17 ft. 8 in. thick, and their coal workings from their No. 2
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shaft are now approaching this part of their property. This point (A. A. Go’s, staiths) 
also ought (in a natural condition of the strata) to be to the dip of the coal-level from 
Stockton, but it is actually 100 feet shallower than the depth of the coal at Stockton. 
It is surmised by the Commission that the strata have been dislocated, or the 
continuity broken to an extent of upwards of 200 ft. (217 ft.), and that a downthrow 
fault of this extent intersects the strata somewhere between Signal Ilill and New
castle to the south and Stockton to the north. The existence, and trend of tliis 
supposed fault is of course pure conjecture. As faults have played an important 
part in moulding the scenery of a district, so tliis surmised break may have had 
some connection with the horseshoe form of the harbour outlet.

At about three-quarters of a mile to the north, No. 32 bore (page 177) was 
put down; the surface deposits had increased to a thickness of 144 feet, and the botttom 
of the Borehole coal-seam was found in tliis bore at a depth of 248 ft., or 114 ft. above 
the level of the bottom of the coal in Stockton shaft. This involves a pitch, almost 
Hire ethnos greater than that natural to the seam. Again, referring to plan No. 1 and 
records of bores 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, page 178, ihe next succeeding two bores, viz., Nos. 
33 and 34 did not penetrate the surface deposits, while No. 35 just reached the rocks. 
In No. 30 bore, on the narrow neck of sand, Mr. Dixon succeeded in penetrating 
the thick deposit of quicksand, which measured 192 ft. 10 in., and at a depth of 253 
feet passed through a coal seam 6 ft. 9 in. thick.

Unless, on the supposition that at some point north of the present coal workings 
of Stockton, the stratum undulates or takes a reverse dip or pitch to the north, it is 
difficult to account for the depth at which the coal was reached in these bores. So 
far as one is justified in judging from records alone, the character of the coal is much 
altered from that found at Bullock Island to the west, or at Stockton to the south. 
A vague suspicion is forced upon the Commission that No. 32 bore has been put 
doAvn in near proximity to a fault, and tliis is somewhat strengthened when its 
position is viewed with respect to the coal-level from Bullock Island shaft. With 
our present knowledge of these coal workings, and apparent direction of faults on 
the beach near to Newcastle Deserve, the occurrence of a large fault intersecting the 
harbour and Stockton Peninsula is by no means improbable.

Considered in the concrete, it will be obvious that from Newcastle on the 
south along the line of section e e, plan No. 1,' the surface deposits thicken towards the 
north.

The Stockton Coal Company have sunk their shafts on a small leasehold 
containing about 120 acres, at the southern extremity of the peninsula. The 
lease includes, it is understood, the coal under the buildings and streets of the town- 
sliip of that name.

The winding shaft, 15 ft. in diameter, has been sonic at a point about 250 yards 
from the wharf of Stocicton, and (say) 400 yards from the shores of the Pacific. The 
leasehold is surrounded on three sides by the Pacific, or estuary of the Hunter,

The extent of the workings is shown on plan No. 6, and on Sheet No. 14 a 
journal or record of the shaft is given. Prom a cursory glance at tliis plan, it will 
he obvious that the working of the coal-seams at this colliery have been beset on 
all sides by difficulties of no ordinary character. The colliery has been sunk 
and opened out amid a plexus of faults and intrusive dykes, that in parts destroy the 
structure of the coal, and have great] y impeded the work of development. The
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occurrence of tlie faults and the peculiar disposition of the coal-scam make it a 
most difficult matter to describe the workings in a manner that may ho intelligible 
to your Excellency.

The disturbances delineated-on plans Nos. 0 and 11 arc due to intrusive dykes of 
dolerite, that intersect the strata in the lines of least resistance, and do much damage 
to the coal seams. It is impossible to say whether the faults shown are separate and 
distinct dykes, or are branches of one main dyke. To the south of the harbour, in the 
cliff under the old gaol, a dolerite dyke is seen intersecting tire rocks in a straight 
line, heading for Stockton shaft. This has already been referred to, pages 6 and 9, and 
is delineated on plan No 1. The intrusive dykes at Signal Hill and at Nobby’s are 
unlikely to be met with until the workings extend further to the east and north.

Below the quicksand, Stockton shaft passed through 265 feet of solid rock, or 
natural strata, above the top of the coal-scam. Just-before reaching the coal, the 
edge of a dolerite dyke appeared, and inclined across 
the shaft as follows: On one side, the west, a thick 
seam of coal was fonnd, but on the opposite side of 
the shaft, the coal is obliterated—scorched to a cinder.
Continuing the sinking of the shaft, and after passing 
through 0 or 7 feet of blue bind, or arenacious shale, 
another coal-seam 9 ft. 6 in. thick was found. This 
coal-seam, on the east side, was uninjured by the presence of the intrusive dyke; 
but towards tbc west, the coal is almost unrecognizable over many yards, the very 
texture being destroyed by reason of tbc severe coking process to which it has been 
subjected by masses and sheets of dolerite injected into its substance. See sketch 
on Plan 11.

These two seams of coal together form, in the opinion of the Commission, the 
well-known Borehole scam, but separated by a layer of blue shale, that is probably 
a localized thickening of the band known as the “ Morgan,” and this may thin off 
when the workings arc pushed into a part of the field free from disturbances. 
Similar phenomena are of frequent occurrence in coal-seams containing stone-bands, 
especially in the vicinity of faults or disturbed country.

It was impossible for the Commission to devote the time necessary to fully 
study the somewhat confusing picture occasioned by this dyke. In a geological 
aspect, the study of the effects of tin's intrusive dyke on the occurrence and economy 
of the coal-seam is one possessing features of surpassing interest. In a com
mercial aspect, however, it ruins a considerable area of coal, and has involved 
a heavy expenditure of capital.

• 39

On sheet No. 11 Appendix, the Commission have prepared a section of the 
west bottom of the colliery, showing the baneful infiuenco that tliis dolerite dyke 
lias upon the coal-seam. They venture to think that an attentive study of this 
section will convey an impression of this occurrence more intelligible than is possible 
by any description. It will he seen that the dyke, on reaching the bottom coal, not 
only intersects it, but has injected a sheet of fluid dolerite into the bottom of the 
coal-seam. Isolated and strangulated masses and strips of dolerite are seen to occur 
in the very substance of the scum of coal, destroying its structure beyond recog
nition for 40 yards, when the intrusive rock sinks into the floor. A. few yards 
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further west, a sheet of dolerite curves out of the roof, and occupies the centre of the 
coal, and at a point about 110 yards from the shaft rises into the roof, when the 
bedding of the coal appears, and at 120 yards the coal is again of excellent quality. 
Directly above, the upper and thicker division of the coal-seam is untouched; hut 
at a point almost above where the second described sheet of dolerite rises upwards 
the upper coal is cut off by a dyke of basalt, and the appearance of tliis is shown 
in the section referred to.

Whether this is the line of a second dyke is an unsettled question. In some 
aspects it would almost appear tliat the part of the upper-scam between the shaft 
and the point to the west, where it is cut off by the dolerite, is really embraced above 
and below by sheets of dolerite injected from the main dyke, and going to the west 
probably in the line of a fracture.

To the cast, the upper division near the shaft is perfectly obliterated by 
dolerite, while the lower division is untouched.

Tliis division lias been worked for about 130 yards, when the floor begins to 
rise, and gradually wedges out. At the same point the upper division is found in 
excellent condition, but when worked backwards becomes coked or cindered. The 
probable cause of the lower coal checking out (bnt this the Commission could not 
fully investigate) is due to the influence of dolerite that sweeps around in a circular 
form as shown on plan No. 6. The heading in the upper coal going east at the date 
of the (second) visitation of some members of the Commission, had an unnatural 
appearance, and has since, they understand, been cut off by another fault. The west 
drive, which on the occasion of our visit was opening out so well, has also been cut 
off by a fault.

The difficulties that have been overcome from the interposition of faults in 
this colliery have been of no ordinary description; and from the evidence of other 
faults on either side, on the cliffs to the south of Newcastle, and on Signal Ilill and 
Nobby’s, as well as the doubts that exist as to the continuity or repose of the strata, 
to the west it would almost appear that Stockton Peninsula is intersected by disloca
tions that must of necessity handicap to a very serious extent the successful and 
economical development of the colliery.

Poi; reasons given, it docs not appear that, (except over a small area to the 
south of the shaft), the two divisions of the coal have been worked, the one above the 
other. Indeed, the management and Government officers (replies to question 2939 
and 1599) have doubts as to whether two scams or divisions of coal really do exist. 
An attentive study and inspection of the seams, as well as of the lower division where 
it is coked to the west, and of the upper division directly above it, the character 
and appearance of the hands, and of the coal itself, afford in the opinion of the 
Commission sufficient evidence that the two divisions arc parts of one seam, divided 
or separated by six feet of shale that may he considered to he hut a tliickening of 
tin: “ Morgan ” from local causes; the solution of this question being hindered or 
delayed by the small amount of prospecting work done, and the confusing occurence 
of the dolerite referred to.
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The Sections of the coal-seams given in the margin 
Tvero taken at the points named. The lower coal-seam, 
although of good quality is inferior to the upper coal. 
The top of this coal is coarse, and contains “ brasses ” 
(iron pyrites) and impurities that require removal, and 
the parting is rough and indifferent, the tliickncss of 
coal worked varies from G ft. 9 in. to 8 ft. The roof 
over the divisions where this coal is worked is fine, and 
drops orr< bleeds” water rather freely. The major part 
of the output was obtained in the lower coal at the 
date of our inspection.

The upper coal measures about 13 ft. thick, but about 9 ft, only is worked. 
Only tw'0 thin bands 1 in, thick are found in this truly beautiful coal-seam. The 
quality is all that could bo desired. The parting from the roof is excellent. It 
forms an ideal coal-seam, and one that can scarcely be surpassed.

This division was being opened up at several points shown on plan No. 6, 
where dolerite had cut off the lower workings. The presence of dolerite may have 
exercised a favourable infiuenco on the quality of the seam.

Both of these seams of coal are soft, and wall not stand pressure, handling, 
or the rough usage of transport. They contain many peculiar nodules of pure coal.

The occurrence of the faults referred to has retarded the development of this 
colliery, and prevented it from being opened out in the regular and methodical 
manner it otherwise, no doubt, would have been. The second or outlet shaft was 
being sunk, and the iron cylinders had been completed in a workmanlike manner, 
and sinking operations had commenced in the rock on the date of our inspection. 
Notwithstanding the want of this shaft, upwards of 120 minors were employed at 
one time, and about 450 tons of large coal per day was being raised.

Some months prior to our inspection Mr. Inspector Dixon had notified the owners 
and managers to keep boreholes in advance of the leading headings, and tliis was being 
complied with in the headings facing the sea (reply of J. Evans, questions Nos. 1705-7). 
Surrounded as tliis colliery is by sea frontages totally unprotected, and intersected 
by faults and dykes, the action of the Inspector is, in the opinion of the Commission, 
to be commended. The Commission regrets, however, that except in the matter of 
ventilation, the Inspector has no powTer to control the number of men employed until 
a second outlet is provided. The provision in the English Act applying to two shafts, 
in so far as it limits the number of men (to twenty-five—and a limited time), who 
may be employed at one time in such mine, until the second shaft is sunk, and to 
this extent only permitting the partial opening up of the colliery until a second 
shaft is provided, is, in the opinion of this Commission, an improvement on the Act 
of 18/6 in force in New South Wales. Considering the experimental character of 
the sinkings, and the great cost of these compared with similar wrorks in Britain, a 
provision such as this would probably prove less irritating and restrictive and 
oppressive than an amended provision enforcing the simultaneous sinking of the two 
shafts required by law.

Both of the coal-seams arc supposed to have been opened out on a system of 
working slightly differing from the district custom. While the 8-yard bords have 
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■been continuedj the pillars were intended to have been increased to 6 yards in thick
ness. It is probable that some of the pillars have been loft of tliis thickness; but the 
majority of those inspected by the Commission did not approach this standard. The 
Commission are perfectly aware of the difficulty of maintaining a perfectly uniform 
size of pillar or width of bord. The facility with which workmen (uncontrolled, or 
who are not guided by plumb-lines hung for the purpose) will increase the width of 
an already wide bord, and swerve to one side or another, thus causing misshapen and 
unseemly pillars, is well known,

Mr. Evans, in his examination (reply No. 1614), stated that the thickness of 
pillar's was from 4 to 6 yards, and the bords 8 yards nude; and although the plan 
shows the pillar’s to average that width, there are many much smaller. In C and D 
headings the bords have been broken off at irregular intervals, and in some cases it 
will only be by extreme care that they will he prevented from holing into the 
next adjoining. In the west side of the shaft this has already occurred (J. Dixon, 
questions Nos. 2955, 2962). Nor can a plan show to a foot every little irregularity 
that occurs in the width of bord or thickness of pillar; but it ought to be, as far as 
practicable, a faithful record of the operations up to date of each survey, which 
ought also to be recorded on the plan. The attention of some of the Commissioners 
was particularly directed to the plan of the upper coal workings going to the south
west, at A on plan. These are not altogether correctly delineated. The pillars 
marked 7, 2, 3, 4, by the plan, measure 9, 7, 8, and 5 yards respectively; whereas 
they only measure at the “cut-through” respectively 6, 5, 3, and 2 yards, the soft 
and friable coal-seam shomng incipient signs of “flaking” or “crushing.” These 
thin pillars separate bords 11, 9, 8i, and 8 yards wide. As these pillars are not 
supported by any slack or rubbish, they possess almost no marginal strength.

The manager, in Ins examination, (question No. 1617), informed the Commission 
that these very wide bords and extremely thin pillars were commenced by his pre
decessor. This may he so, hut the Commission could see in this no reason why they 
should have been continued. Tins gentleman did not see that any serious irregularity 
had been committed (questions No. 1623-5), but it was satisfactory to know that on 
account of the representations of Mr. Inspector Dixon, his intention was to support 
the centre of these bords by wooden chocks. In Jones and Ellery’s bord, in the 
same section, and marked on the plan 11, the coal, 10 feet thick, has been worked by 
a bord upwards of 11 yards wide.

It has not been the rule at this colliery to drive roads or bords by plumb-lines, 
or to impose any flue upon workmen who disobeyed instructions as to the direction or 
width of the same. The objection urged against tliis by the manager was solely on 
account of the extra expense it would entail (question No. 1593). This the Com
mission regard as a weak defence of a loose and perfunctory system that, if persisted 
in, must eventually bring about unsatisfactory results.

In a case of necessity, and as a stop-gap, wooden chocks, properly built in the 
centre of wide bords, may he adopted, but the Commission cannot look upon them 
in any other light. In collieries where it is imperatively necessary to maintain the 
rigidity and integrity of the roof and of the coal pillars for a long period of time, it 
would, in their opinion, he unwise to introduce a system that hi the first cost would 
prove more expensive and he less enduring than the readier and more simple and 
sensible expedient, viz., of increasing the area of the pillars in collieries such as this, 
where any movement of the roof or strata is undesirable. In the damp, atmosphere

of
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of a mine timber is peculiarly apt to decay, so that where safety depends upon the 
freshness or soundness of wooden chocks, the natural and inevitable decay of timber 
placed to supply the marginal strength of attenuated pillars, or to maintain the 
integrity of a roof over a great area of wide bords, would speedily bring about the 
very evil that their pressure was intended to avert. The Commission therefore agree 
with Mr. Dixon, tliat in general practice it is safer to trust to a large pillar than in 
the temporary yet more expensive support afforded by timber.

The Commission are of opinion that considering the depth from the surface, 
the nature of the alluvial deposits, the surroundings, and the numerous faults that 
unfortunately break the continuity and strength of the strata, the Directors of this 
company would do wisely to sec that the rule already laid down by them as to the 
respective thickness of pillars and width of bords be rigidly and methodically carried 
out and adhered to—that it lie a real, not an imaginary provision. Considering the 
tendency of men to increase the -width of their working-places, and the difficulty 
from this cause of maintaining a uniform thickness of pillars, it might he wisdom to 
increase the standard of 6-yard pillars in this colliery. If the two divisions of the 
coal-seam arc ever worked above each other, the necessity of increasing the size of the 
pillars, especially in the lower coal-seam, very materially, and in placing the pillars in 
the upper seam directly above these, is apparent, else disastrous consequences 
would in all probability ensue. Hitherto, from the influence of the igneous dykes met 
with in one or other of the divisions of this coal-seam, this has not been possible. 
The Commission, knowing from experience the importance of this, directed the 
attention of the Manager to the point (questions 1599-1604), in the hope that 
by doing so a thoroughly sound system of laying off and maintaining these might 
he introduced, and consequences detrimental to the colliery he averted. The head
ings and bords ought to be driven by plumb-lines, and a system of fines imposed on 
workmen who may, inadvertently or otherwise, increase the width of the Lords or 
headings. In such a colliery the leading headings should at all times he well in 
advance of the herds, and the further in advance the better.

The feverish anxiety of the Directors to produce an output of coal at the 
earliest possible moment, and the indirect pressure they appear to have brought to 
hear upon their manager to do so, is, no doubt, to some extent the cause of the 
irregular and insufficient size of the pillars, and the extreme width of Lords referred 
to. This was clearly brought out in evidence (questions LTos. 1706-7,1735, 2998.) 
If such a course is continued in a colliery like Stockton, the ultimate results may 
prove the fallacy of their importunity.

It is impossible that the custom of uniform pillars and Lords adapted to 
shallow workings under favourable conditions, such as has prevailed in Newcastle, 
can bo maintained when the circumstances and surroundings entirely alter. Depth 
from the surface itself demands an alteration, and special surroundings such as those 
that prevail at Stockton, cannot ho disregarded with impunity. A little additional 
latitude allowed to the manager might have ensured more real progress in the leading 
and winning off headings—thus proving their field as it deserves—and encouraging 
him to leave pillars oC a uniform thickness. This would have enabled a steady out
put in have been established whenever their second or escape outlet was finished;' 
after which they could in a perfectly legitimate manner exhaust every device to 
increase their output.
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The winding shaft is secured by metal tubbing in segment, strengthened by 
strong flanges and webs. The thickness of the metal is 1^- inches, and as they extend 
to a depth of about 100 feet, the marginal strength is ample. No water exudes 
through the joints of the segments. They rest on brick walling, set in cement. This 
walling has cracked, and gives vent^to a large volume or growth of brackish or salt 
water. It is to be regretted when so much money has been spent in cast-iron cylin
ders, that these should not have been continued down into the rock until a solid bed 
was reached, and there rested in a “ moss box,” or wedging curb, set in a perfectly 
level and smooth bed, and from this wedged with wood and iron until every drop of 
water was stopped. This is one of the principal objects of cast-iron tubbing, and 
the nim of those who have resort to them in the older coal-fields of Europe. In con
sequence, the whole of the shaft-water requires to be pumped at much expense from 
a depth of 360 feet.

' In the course of tliis investigation several gentlemen submitted themselves 
for examination, for the purpose of fulfilling their duty to their co-proprietors, by 
affording to the Commission what information they possessed on reports freely cir
culated and damaging to the interests of at least two of the collieries embraced in 
this enquiry. But for the anxiety of the public, and the source from 'whence these 
reports emanated, the Commission would not have considered it any part of their 
duty to have referred to subjects already disposed of.

It would appear that two Government officials—original owners—"whose good 
opinion induced several of their friends to invest large sums of money in Bullock 
Island Colliery, disposed of then interest after the shaft wras finished, and soon after 
vague rumours calculated to unsettle the confidence of the public in the undertaking 
began to circulate. The nature and source of these rumours may be gathered from the 
evidence of A. E. Morsen, Joseph Wood, and A. Gardener. (Replies Nos. 1386-1405, 
2489-90); and the Commission wnuld here desire to express their disapproval of officers 
connected with tliis branch of the public service holding any interest in mining proper
ties. A deal of trouble was taken to get to the bottom of this matter, with the result that 
nothing of a specific nature, or in any way questioning the safety of tliis mine appears 
to have been uttered. It is probable that the reason given by Messrs. Corden and 
Wood was the cause of these unfortunate rumours. On the question of safety Mr. 
Mackenzie (questions 3197 to 3214) in unqualified language gives his opinion of the 
property and the high estimate he It olds of it, as well as the manner it has been laid 
out and the system of working adopted. The Commission have already expressed 
their opinion on some letters published in March last by Mr. Croudace, of Lambton, 
■which created some impression on the public mind. An index of the extent of this 
anxiety is to be found in the evidence of Mr. H. Corden and Mr. Wood, who 
informed the Commission that the value of Bullock Island Colliery alone was affected 
to the extent of £38,000. (Reply to questions 2384-85); and to that of Captain 
O’Sullivan, who stated that the value of Stockton was affected to a less extent— 
probably about £8,000 (See question 2502). Mr. Wood, whose calm judgment and 
practical experience is 'well known, expressed his surprise that the letters referred 
to should have emanated from Mr. Croudace, as that gentleman had no knowledge 
of the colliery ; and Mr. Croudace (vide replies to questions 3423-4, 3427 to 3433), 
admitted that when he wrot e the letters he had not been down any of the collieries he 
referred to except Ecrndale, nor did he know in what manner they wrere conducted.

The Commission have already in the case of Ecrndale commented upon these 
letters, and need only repeat here their regret that, considering the position of the
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author, and the extreme sensitiveness of the public to accept charges of this descrip. 
tion, he should have condescended to indite letters on the condition of collieries and 
their management, however vaguely expressed, that lie had not personally inspected 
and had no knowledge of.

SCOTTISH AUSTRALIAN COMPANY’S MINING LEASE, STOCKTON
PENINSULA.

(Reference to this is made in Plan No. 1, pages 177-8, Plan No. 11.)
This lease is held from the Government, and was acquired by this Company 

many years ago. It contains 614 acres and includes the whole of the peninsula of 
Stockton from the Stockton boundary for a length of 2 miles. In shape it resembles 
an hour-glass. Its southern boundary measures about 900 yards, from the harbour on 
one side to the Pacific on the other. Both shores gradually converge until at a point 1 
mile north the low sand-covered peninsula measures about 250 yards across; and from 
tliis narrow neck the width increases to its northern boundary.

Many years ago five bores were put down on the leasehold (Sec record 
pages 177-8). The positions of these are shown on plan No. 1. Subsequently this 
Company have attempted to penetrate the quicksand by bores on the narrower part 
of the peninsula, but failed to reach solid strata at a depth of 150 feet. Of the 
recorded bores, Nos. 32 and 36 reached the coal, and No. 35 reached the top of the 
rock. In section above referred to, sheet 11, the Commission have put down the surface 
deposits and the rock above the coal from the data at their command. As has already 
been explained, the surface deposits at Stockton shaft, measuring 66 feet, increase to 
144 feet at No. 33 bore. At No. 36 bore these have increased to 164 feet; while at 
No. 37 bore, on the narrowest part of the peninsula, the surface deposit measures 
193 feet.

Respecting the coal-seam at Stock!,on, the Borehole scam is divided by what 
appears to be a tliickening of the “ Morgan” into two scams measuring, the upper 
about 13 feet thick and the lower about 9 feet. At No. 32 bore, on the north boundary 
of Stockton, a very material change has occurred. Coal-pipes interlaminated with the 
strata is all that represents the beautiful upper coal-seam now worked at Stockton. 
In No. 36 bore, a mile further north, about 3 ft. 6 in. of black shale and coal-pipes are 
found in the position of the upper division as found at Stockton. The Commission 
have already expressed their fear that this as well as the depth of the coal in these 
bores, taken in connection with the depth and appearances at Bullock Island Colliery 
and at the A.A. Company’s staiths and Stockton, is due to tire proximity of a fault 
or faults and probably to a synclinal fold, the result of those disturbances. In no 
other way can they account for the phenomena referred to. Nothing is known of 
the quality of what remains of the thick coal of Stockton in this leasehold.

Eor the purpose of winning this coal the Company attempted to sink a shaft 
about 6 ft. 6 in. in diameter some years ago. The cylinders •were only in. or f in. in 
thickness, and were sunk with great difficulty, it is said, to the top of the clay. They 
seem to have canted. At all events, the undertaking wras abandoned, and has not been 
resumed ; and the •water stands at the level of the tide. The diameter of this shaft is 
insufficient for the purposes of a colliery, even as a ■water or an outlet shaft, and it is 
unlikely that any attempt will now be made to repair it.

The stratum overlying the coal towards the narrow neck is not considered by 
Mr, Inspector Dixon, who bored this land, to be over sound, while the thick deposit
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above it is designated by that gentleman (see question 2971) as “ the most wicked 
he has ever seen.” Mr. Croudace (question 3389) is of opinion, and lias been of 
opinion for years, that the working of coal at this situation “would entail much care 
upon the part of the management to work it safely and correctly.” The same gentle
man also considers it would be unsafe to work coal to tbe seaward of this portion of 
the peninsula. The quicksand extends down to the rock, and is held in a state of 
semi-suspension by sea-water. The water in wells, in sinkings, or in bores, rises and 
falls with the tides. The rock has no protection at the neck of land, or for some 
distance south of it, from the plastic clay that is such a valuable adjunct at other 
collieries, and there arc doubts of a disturbed state of the strata existing there.

The Commission are inclined to look upon coal workings in the neighbourhood 
of this narrow part of the peninsula to all intents and purposes as equivalent to 
working under the ocean, and fraught (as it would be) with as much danger.

They consider that the same accurate information ought to be obtained, the 
same scrupulous care exercised in initiating works, and the same precautionary 
measures relative to working will be required as if mining wore being prosecuted 
under the bed of the Pacific.

The sand composing the peninsula of Stockton has evidently been laid down 
in some eddy, or at tbe meeting of ocean currents, and afterwards raised into dimes 
and drifts by the gales and waves. The sand is everywhere permeated by sea water, 
and this must soak and soften the surface of the rock. There is nothing to prevent 
or interfere with the free passage of the surface waters into fissures, joints, or 
cleavages. No impervious material apparently fills up the natural ravines, irregular
ities, or depressions. The broken ground in the line of faults, unprotected by im
pervious and plastic clay, -would prove a certain source of danger that no genius or 
foresight could remove, mitigate, or avert. The opinions of the Examiner of Coal
fields, of Mr. Inspector Dixon (question 2977), and of Mr. Croudace (question 3408), 
that tbe working of coal under existing conditions under the ocean would not only be 
visited with special danger, but could not be safely undertaken, applies with equal 
force to the major part of the land under review.

It is very difficult to distinguish between the danger that would attend work
ing with the ocean directly above strata covered by quicksand, and of similar strata 
covered by similar sand kept open or suspended in sea-water that is supposed to 
freely pass through the peninsula. In circumstances that demand extreme caution, 
and where accurate details are wanting, it would he unwise to give countenance to 
hair-splitting differences, lest a false sense of security might he induced that might 
eventually lead to disastrous results.

Eor these reasons the Commission are unable to distinguish or consider tliis 
part of the leasehold in any other light than an ocean leasehold. The portion towards 
the southern boundary, where clay underlies the surface quicksand, is undoubtedly 
in a better position, not only from its greater width, but from the undoubted security- 
afforded by that deposit. And yet if tbc bed of sand that underlies tins clay directly 
communicates with the quicksand to the north, the value of the clay is counter
balanced by the lower bed of sand acting as a channel for water.

It is therefore obvious that specific information is wanted, and necessary, before 
any definite opinion can be offered as to tbe relative security afforded by tbe deposit 
of clay in the part of the property in which tliis occurs.
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AUSTRALIAN AGRICULTURAL COMPANY, No. 2 SHART. 
(References marie to tliis Colliery in Plans Nos. 1,7,10,11,13, and 14, pages 171-175.)

This is one of the oldest and most important trading corporations connected 
with Australia, and one of the first to identify itself with the early settlement of the 
Colony. In exchange for Crown grants of largo tracts of land, tliis Company under
took to introduce at their own cost a certain number of immigrants. Among the 
land grants ceded to the Company was one of about 2,000 acres, shown on plan 1, 
and to the west of the city of Newcastle, having a sea frontage to the south and one 
to the harbour of Newcastle opposite the end of the present dyke. The frontage to 
the harbour is really part of the wharves and is of great intrinsic value.

The Company were the pioneers of mining operations in the Colony in the 
early part of the century. Por many years coal-mining was confined, as has already 
been remarked, to the mining of the yard seam along the sea cliffs and under the 
lull on which Newcastle has been built. The approximate positions of the old shafts 
arc shown on the plans referred to.

The yard seam, the coal scam tliat crops out along the edges of Shepherd’s 
Hill, received its name from its average thickness at the spot where it was first 
opened.

Sections of this coal arc given below, at G, on the sea cliffs (plan No. 1). 
At G, Signal Hill. Ho. 25 Boro. Ho. 24 Bore. Ho. 22 Bore.

Tliis seam varied in thickness according to the statements of some of the
witnesses from 2 ft. G in. to 3 ft. 3 in. It seems to have been worked bv bord«/
and pillar, and in a somewhat free and easy fashion. Very little positive and 
authentic information could be obtained on the point; but it is believed that the 
workings extended, if not actually under the waters of the harbour, at least close 
up to the site of the present staiths ; while to the south the workings from U pit 
went out to the crop on the sea coast.

The seam was abandoned many years ago, soon after the discovery of the 
thicker and finer coal—(Borehole scam), about ISO feet lower—the distance varies 
considerably. Strange to say, this yard coal seam has not been found of workable 
thickness or quality in any other part of the district.

Tor 2} miles to the west of Newcastle and Shepherd's Hill, the surface of this 
Company’s estate is almost level, and is covered by low brushwood and intersected 
by deep marshes or lagoons. To the cast of the Homebush railway the roof rock of 
the lower coal-seam forms a slight elevation on which the township of Hamilton has 
been built. This ridge extends irregularly to the south-west, towards Adamstown.

To the north of Hamilton, the Company’s land extends in a narrow strip 
bounded by the Maitland Road ; on the east, to Tighe’s Hill and Spennymoor.

It
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It is on the north-eastern extremity of this strip, where it is intersected by 
Tighe’s Creek, that Broughall’s and G-rillltli’s colliery is situated.

The position of the Company’s land north of Hamilton is covered with sand, 
is perfectly level, and forms part of the valley if not the delta of the Hunter River.

The Commission have traced on plan No. 2 the probable outcrop of the lower 
coal seam, according to the best information at their disposal.

It will be seen to include a few acres of the north-east corner of the Company’s 
estate near Tighe’s Hill.

Towards the south and cast the line of outcrop has not been traced, but from the 
appearance at Maryville it would almost seem to sweep through that estate, probably 
to bend back towards 'Wickham shaft, and leaving this to swerve to the south-west, 
through Mr. Hangar’s estate, and entering the Company’s land to the west of the 
high-level bridge to follow an irregular course to the west and south, and curving 
round Hamilton it sweeps towards the land of the Waratah Coal Company.

Between East Waratah and New Lambton is a belt of thin coal, due most 
likely to erosion, as explained page V.

The Commission believe that the line delineated on plan No. 2 is approxi
mately correct.

The country between Hamilton and Shepherd’s Hill and the staiths to the 
southern boundary is composed of low undulations of wind-blown sand, and is 
sparsely covered by coarse grass and scrub. It is of no agricultural value.

Some portions of this have been sold for building allotments and public 
works. It is intersected by the Great Northern Railway and by the private mineral 
lines belonging to the Newcastle Coal-mining Company and the Burwood Coal 
Company, as well as by the Company’s own lines of railways tliat convey the output 
of their extensive collieries to their private staiths at the harbour of Newcastle 
(shown on plan No. 1).

The whole of the valley or flat country between Shepherd’s Hill on the cast 
to Hamilton on the west, and southward along the boundary of Mcrewethcr’s estate, 
and also the north boundary, with the exception of the washout in the northern pro
jection towards Tighe’s Hill and shown on plan No. 1, contains an extension of the 
Borehole coal-seam, as described in the case of Maryville, Bullock Island, and other 
collieries.

Towards the western boundary some of the early winnings in proximity to 
the crops followed the lower parts of this thick coal-seam until it became too thin to 
work to profit. This was evidently caused by denudation and erosion in the manner 
described and illustrated on page v. Eurther south, towards Adamstown, the dividing 
bands that arc comparatively thin in the bulk of the estate to the east and north, 
thicken, and the upper divisions of the coal appear to merge into, or arc replaced 
by coaly shale. Judging from coal workings further to the "west and without this 
investigation, a belt of inferior coal begins towards the south-west of the Company’s 
ground, and extends to the west and south. It is found that the coal-seam in the

principal
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principal collieries in tliis district as it approaches this belt, thins and becomes worth
less. This will ultimately determine the life of some of the principal collieries, unless 
a system of working better adapted to thin coal-seams is introduced.

The principal part of the coal owned and worked by this Company is that 
which underlies the flat sand-covered and marshy land between the Glebe on the 
south, Hamilton on the north, and Shepherd’s Hill on the east. Under the major 
part of this area the coal measures from 13 to 21 feet in thickness, including the 
usual divisional stone-hands, and lias been won and worked for the most part by D 
and E pits, No. 23, and Hamilton shafts.

The winning called the New Winning (Sea Pit—the position of which is 
shown on plan No. 1) is intended to work the coal under Shepherd’s Hill, and 
possibly under the ocean leasehold held by the Company, which will he specially dealt 
with hereafter.

The major portion of the Company’s estate really forms part of the delta of 
the Hunter River, and at no very remote period the part under consideration was 
apparently intersected by a branch of the estuary that entered the ocean south of 
Shepherd’s Hill, at the low sand-covered beach forming part of the estate of Mr. 
Merewcther, and leased to the Newcastle Coal Mining Company, Limited. Prom 
bores pnt down by this Company and others, tliis ancient waterway seems to have 
opened out from this outlet on the coast, and to have swept round Shepherd’s Hill to 
the Company’s staiths, on the west it included the sites of 13 pit, Newcastle Coal 
Mining Company, and the shafts of the Australian Agricultural Company, and on to 
Hamilton. Taking a more comprehensive view of tbe subject, if the line of the 
northern part of Throsby’s Creek were continued past Maryville and Wickham, shafts, 
and from these made to form a gentle curve with its convexity to the south-west, to 
the centre of the low part of the coast referred to, it would approximately mark the 
deepest part of tliis ancient channel as near as this can (from the data before the 
Commission) he ascertained.

On this line tbc coal seam is covered by a thickness of strata varying from 
90 to 140 feet. (Lores shown on pages 171-4). These show that the deepest 
part of the channel in this Company’s estate is close to the Brewery. In No. 20 boro, 
to the west of this, the surface deposits had thinned to a thickness of 83 feet. At 
D pit and No. 2 shafts, and at B pit, Newcastle Coal Mining Company, it has also 
thinned off to the west. At 21 bore, te the east, they arc 69 feet, and from this decrease 
towards Shepherd’s Hill. (A cross section of this valley is shown on sheet No. 10.)

The surface indications of an ancient channel arc marked at present by tbc 
irregular line of lagoons or swamps, tliat cover several hundreds of acres of surface, 
and that stretch from Throsby’s Creek for more than a mile towards the low opening 
on the coast referred to.

The coal workings under this valley have crossed several faults that have a 
general trend towards the same low part of the coast lino. The positions of these 
faults are shown on Plan No. 1, and they will he hereafter referred to. In all proba
bility they have (by breaking up the strata) enabled decomposition and erosion to 
proceed at a more rapid rate in the line traversed by them than in places where the 
strata was undisturbed, and in tliis way they may have played a most important 
part in moulding the scenery and contour of the district.

Since No. 1 pit was stopped, the coal from this area is drawn from No. 2 
shaft* At this point the coal is found 180 feet in depth, of which about 80 feet is 
Composed of surface deposits. (See No. 10 sheet.)

991—G
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The Main Engine Plane (sec plan No. 7) from this shaft is driven to the south
east, to the boundary near to the “junction,” and off tliis plane three main brandies 
are driven at right angles or almost due north-cast. Of No. 1 may, Nos. 2, 3, and 
4 roads branch, and these work the coal towards the high-level bridge and Brewerv. 
No. 6 way, with its slant road, works the coal towards the gas-works and racecourse. 
The skeleton workings of No. 2 shaft arc pnt down on plans Nos. 1 and 7. Appendix 
No. 1 branch intersects several faults. Two of these are of peculiar interest, being 
somewhat uncommon. '

That marked M, No. 1 branch, plan No. 7, is really not a fault, but a partial 
“washout,” about 200 yards where this way crosses it. This must have occurred very 
soon after the coal was deposited,and before the roof-rock was laid down. It appears 
to the Commission to mark the site of an ancient pool or lagoon. Mr. Turnbull, who 
accompanied the Commission, explained that to the north-west this want or so called 
fault was not found, while towards the south-east, in No. 5 branch, it was only a few 
yards broad (See plan No. 1). The following is a section of this occurrence, taken 
by the Commission, through No. 1 branch:—

50 .

Roof...

Coal J i

The coal-scam was found on the same horizon, when the shale lhat fills up the 
position once occupied by it was penetrated by the main drive. ’

The line of fanlt marked N in No. 1 branch occurs some chains lo the north
east of the “ washout ” referred to. On approaching it the coal became foul, and a 
dyke composed of coarse sand was suddenly encountered tliat gave off a large volume 
of water. This was cut through, and the “ veisc” or the broken ground marking 
the line of a fanlt was found. This proved to he an upthrow, that displaced the 
coal for no less a height than GO feet. Exploring drifts discovered its altitude, and 
followed the coal as it dipped to the north-east.

This fault exercised a most prejudicial influence on the coal-seam to the north
east. Until the scam regained its proper level, it was found to he brassy, thin, full 
of hands and open joints tliat were filled with small coal extremely liable to spon
taneous combustion. Some of the small coal is coated with non pyrites.

A mine was driven in the pavement rock (which is open and fuff of joints and 
fissures) until it intersected the coal-seam. The fault is show n in the following 
section:—

After
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After crossing this fault the coal-seam dips 1-20 to the north-east, and is liable 
to form “ swallys ” or hollows in consequence, several special pumps actuated by 
compressed air are placed in the inside workings, to force the water that accumu
lates in the faces to a part of the road where by gravity it can run to the pit bottom.

S' 0"

Coming biick .. k S' 0"

1' 4"

First working ,. ^

Clod

Top band

Dig tops

Lower lift 
Four inch 
Little tops

Bottoms

Band
Morgan
Band
Jerry

Towards the Brewery the following 
is a section of the whole seam in No. 8 
bord. The coal is covered by about 
195 ft. of stratification, of which 130ft. 
or thereabout is composed of surface 
deposits. (See Nos. 14, 18, bore 
appendix.) To the south of this, coal 
has been worked by means of 8-yard 
bords, leaving 4-yard pillars to support 
tbe roof and strata.

Tbc coal in this part is worked in lifts as indicated on the section.

No. 5 Engine Plane, which is working the coal to the south-east of the 
Brewery towards Amott/s bakery, under the racecourse and in the direction of the 
harbour, is driven in the big tops.

The bords after being broken away arc worked as follows. The coal is broken 
up till the floor is reached, after which the working proceeds as above. This plan 
is adopted to enable the water to be more advantageously dealt with.

The section of the coal-seam in the face of No. 5 Engine Plane is practically 
the same as in No. 1 branch-way.

The cross-cut off No. 5 is proceeding to the north of the Junction Hotel, and 
of a bore pnt down on tbc side of the railway. At this place the coal is 192 feet 
under the surface, of which VO feet is composed of surface deposits. (See No. 21, bore 
appendix.)

At the date of our inspection a fault (3 feet up) appeared in the face. Water 
dropped freely out of the “ tops,” The following is a section of the coal at the face 
of this crosscut.

Tbc Company, having sold or reserved a large area of 
3’ o" land for building allotments towards the northern and 

eastern confines of tbe coal-field, witli right to work the 
mineral, have adopted the system of working the usual 

3 8-yard bords, leaving pillars 16 yards thick intact, to 
r support tbe roof and prevent damage to buildings. This, 

r of course, involves the enormous loss of 66 per cent, of 
coal, or about 12,000 tons per acre. At tbc present output, 
very nearly 50 acres will be worked over each year. This 
is, of course, a subject with which they have no concern ; 

still, tbc Commission, considering bow rapidly this fine coal-seam is being exhausted 
in the principal collieries, and the comparatively shallow depth of the scam, cannot

but

3' O’'

ll"
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but regret the loss of so much valuable mineral under worthless land, a large portion 
of which has not, they are informed, been sold. While they think that it would be 
wise to permanently support the roof over the outskirts of the estate already or 
likely to be built upon, or under the portion of the estate where the silty deposits are 
deepest; still, this desirable result might have been attained by leaving a smaller 
proportion of coal. As this portion of the field is to the dip of their shaft, when 
the workings are permitted to fill noth water, the pressure of this on the roof would 
in all probability ever after prevent any serious subsidence (if protected by pillars 
of adequate if not of such large proportions as those indicated) occurring.

The major part of the Company’s estate already worked is supported on 
pillars only 4 yards in thickness. These over circumscribed areas have already been 
extracted, causing considerable subsidences to occur. In one place south of the 
Brewery on the racecourse, in the course of recovering these thin pillars, an immense 
fall occurred, when the roots of trees were forced into the workings, and many pillars 
were crushed to atoms. This is referred to by the Commission in order to point out 
(and this has no doubt been anticipated by the management) that in an extensive 
colliery such as this, where some hundreds of acres of surface (a large portion of 
which consists of considerable thickness of silty deposits charged to saturation with 
water) is supported on pillars having little marginal strength, very great care must 
be exercised to prevent the pressure of the superincumbent strata, especially if 
that be of a hard and unyielding nature, from running over these attenuated pillars 
and causing a crush, or an extremely irregular subsidence until arrested by coal 
barriers of sufficient strength. The risk attaching to abstracting pillars under the 
swamps would consist in letting down surface waters, and overpowering the pumping 
plant provided. There would be little danger to life if such were to occur, as the 
enormous “ goaf ” (existing after nearly thirty years’ work at 1,000 tons a day) in this 
thick seam would afford abundance of standage for any quantity of water that could 
find access through the breaks of a subsidence, and enable all the men to he with
drawn. The thick deposits of clay that overlie the rock, afford, however, the best 
protection against any such eventuality occurring. It may he expected to form a 
cushion that will yield readily to altered conditions, and by the pressure exercised by 
the moving mass, become solid and impervious to the passage of surface water. 
Extensive subsidences have already attended the abstraction of pillars, especially one 
between the Glebe and the racecourse, hut no waters have in consequence fonnd 
their way into the workings.

The protection afforded by this stratum of clay in preventing tbe passage 
downwards of water cannot be overlooked, aud must bo viewed with satisfaction by 
all those interested directly or indirectly with coal-mining. Its presence enables 
enormous stores of minerals, that without it would be wasted or worked at great risk, 
to be utilized, and to give employment for years to upwards of 38 per cent, of the 
labour originally employed in mining coal from tbc bords.

Nevertheless, in circumstances such as prevail where pillars are not extracted 
as they are formed, the conviction forces itself on the Commission that advantage 
would arise if ranges of pillars of increased area were left at intervals to arrest the 
progress of a crush, or the pillars themselves should be originally left of larger area 
than the so-called 4-yard pillars, common to this district. In situations where sur
face deposits give no concern, and where the character of the roof will admit of it,

a
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a modification o£ the district custom might with advantage ho introduced, whereby 
thcwdiolc of the pillars wmild be extracted in small districts as soon after they arc 
formed as possible, and so prevent the deterioration of the coal due to “ winding ” or 
exposure, to crush or underground fires, and prevent the leakage of air into wastes, 
tliat could with more advantage be employed in sweeping round the working faces.

The large new colliery, called the “ New’Winning,” at present being sunk is 
intended to work the coal under Shepherd’s HiU, and under the waters of the Pacific, 
to he hereafter specially referred to. It is intended to leave a thick and solid harrier 
of coal between the workings of No. 2 Pit, and the coal-field allotted to tliis winning.

The colliery was only sunk to the “yard ” coal at the date of our inspection. 
No danger need he apprehended from the surface in the land area to ho worked in 
this winning, as the area to be worked encroaches only slightly on ground covered by 
the silts of ancient channels.

The underground operations of tliis colliery are carried on in a methodical 
and satisfactory manner. The large output is drawn and disposed of with the regularity 
that is the best proof of ability aud good discipline. The resolution of the Company 
to leave pillars 1G yards in thickness by 35 yards long intact, with the primary object 
of preserving the stability of the surface, removes all fear of accident, except over 
the limited area south of the reserved workings, and to these only the above remarks 
may apply.

NEWCASTLE COAL-MINING COMPANY (Limited.)

(Reference to Plans Nos. 1, 8, 10,14).
B Pit.

This shaft, 15 ft. in diameter, lias recently been opened to develop the north
east portion of the estate held on lease by the Company from Mr. Merewcther. It has 
been sunk to the Borehole coal-seam, live position of the shaft is shown on plan 
No. 1, and the coal-workings on No. 8 plan. The surface level is only a few feet 
above the sand-ridges of the adjoining coast line, from which it is distant about 940 
yards. A record of the surface deposits and the strata passed through is given (No. 14 
sheet, Appendix). According to this, the former consists of 71 ft. 6 in. composed of 
clay, and this is secured by brickwork 9 in. and 14 in. thick.

The depth to the top of the coal-seam is 178 ft. and to the bottom 190 ft. Gin. 
The section of the coal-seam in the shaft at 0, face of north heading, and at P, at 
face of south heading, are given on sheet No. 13, and from these the slight differ
ences that occur in the thickness of bands of coal and stone-bands may bo studied. 
It wall be seen that the thickness of the coal-seam is slightly less than the scam as 
it occurs in the adjoining estate of the A. A. Company. The coal is strong, has good 
natural facings, and a sound roof. Tire eastern bord is worked by taking in tbe top 
coal and lifting the bottom. Tins is not uncommon in tbe district, and is to be pre
ferred if water lies on tbe floor.

The pitch of tbe coal is very low, and it gives off an insignificant 
amount of water. With the intention of avoiding the creeps, or crushing of attenu
ated 4-yard pillar’s, that had occurred at A pit belonging to this Company, tire 
manager has commenced the colliery by supporting the strata with coal pillars 8

yards
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yards hi thickness. This is undoubtedly a precaution that deserves commendation. 
The workings to the north and east will extend under the low sand-covered strath 
or “links” that debouch on the sea coast referred to. JS'o borings appear to have 
been put down for the purpose of acquiring a knowledge of the deposits overlying 
the rock over this part. The uncertainty of what the nature of these deposits is 
contiguous to the coast line, the knowledge that the trend of several faults is towards 
this part, and the comparatively shallow depth at which the coal is found, suggest 
the propriety of obtaining this in any case desirable information before the workings 
extend to this part of the leasehold, and this knowledge might obviate the risk 
of accidents. In this view Mr. Ross, the manager, generally concurs (question 
2235). "

51

If these surface deposits do not materially thicken, and especially if the rock 
is protected by a thick body of clay, little danger need be apprehended from coal
mining operations conducted with ordinary caution, as long as those operations are 
confined to the west of the beach; but in order to accurately gauge the amount of 
safety, the Commission are impressed with the necessity of proving the nature and 
thickness of the surface deposits over the portion of the leasehold referred to.'

To the south of E pit, the valley ends along the base of spurs from the hill 
range to the south. On these spurs, about 50 feet or so above the level of the surface 
at E pit, the Eurwood coal-seam outcrops, and in the early days of coal-mining this 
coal-seamwasextensively worked by the Messrs. Brown and others, now of Duckcn- 
field. The working of the scam was, however, abandoned when the lower and bettor 
coal could be obtained in abundance. The ontcrop of tliis follows the irregular 
contour of the ranges, and is approximately shown on plan No. 4:2. It is unlikely 
that this coal-seam will be worked while the demand can be supplied from the Bore- 
liole seam; and the life of thisscam in existing collieries will depend to a great extent 
on the introduction of systems of mining that have not as yet been generally practised 
in the Colony.

BURWOOD COLLIERY.
(Reference to this Colliery in Plans Nos. 1, 9, page 175).

This Coal Company was formed about two years ago to lease a portion of tbc 
estate of Mr. Merewcther, (south of the land held by the Newcastle Coal-mining 
Company,) at Little Redhead. The lands had before been worked by the Coal and 
Copper Company, the former operations being confined to the Burwood coal-seam 
that crops out to the day along the ravines and sea slopes of the ridges and hills 
along Plaggy Creek.

The colliery is approached by a rail way laid along the sea-coast from the junction 
at the Glebe. This railway is conducted through the cliffs by means of a tunnel, sup
ported by timber. On either side the cliffs arc seen to he very much disturbed by the 
intersection of several fatdfs. To the south of the tunnel the Burwood seam can ho 
traced, but so disturbed and destroyed as almost to defy recognition. Referring to 
No. 1 plan, several large faults, found in the workings of the A. A. Company ami 
Newcastle Coal-mining Company, arc seen to trend towards this part. So disturbed 
is this belt of country that little hope need be ontorlainod of finding the lower coal 
under it in a state tliat would enable it to be profitably worked.

It
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It will be seen from No. 1 and 9 plans, that Plaggy Creek approaches the sea 
by means of a ravine, worn through tbe carboniferous rocks, above and below tbc 
Burwood scam, and forms a lagoon or inlet known as Glen rock Lagoon. This lagoon 
receives the waterS of Plaggy Creek, which collects and carries off the rainfall and 
drainage of tbc sandstone ranges to the west. The ravine opens out towards the 
sea, and along the coast the rocks slope off and disappear under a sand-covered beach, 
some chains in breadth. During southerly and easterly gales the force of the sea 
throws up hanks of sand that impound the fresh water of the creek; the waters rise, 
and when they begin to overflow they work a channel in the coarse sand, which 
rapidly increases until tbe rush of water sweeps away the sand bar and admits the 
water of the Pacific into the ravine. At a spot about 880 yards from the coast line the 
company have put down their main shaft 13 ft. G in. in diameter, and within 50 yards 
of the south margin of the lagoon, to the Borehole coal-seam, which Mi-. Merewcther, 
the proprietor, had proved by a diamond drill bore put down in the vicinity. Tbe 
record of tliis bore is given in page 175, Appendix.

The Burwood-coal seam crops out, and has been worked by “ ingoing eyes,” 
or adit, a few feet above the level of the shaft. The hill-slopes arc steep, and the 
second shaft, commenced just behind the engine-house, lias been sunk through the 
coal-seam. Notwithstanding the proximity of the winding shaft to the outcrop of 
the Burwood coal-scam, the main shaft passed through no less than 70 feet of broken 
rock and surface deposit before reaching solid strata, and this 70 feet has been 
secured by means of brickwork'. The depth of the Borehole coal-seam is at this shaft 
270 feet to the floor. The depth of the surface deposits in the lagoon have not been 
ascertained, bnt it is probable that these exceed the thickness found in the shaft, and 
that they increase towards the low coast line. Its origin is to he traced to the action 
of the sea on strata much broken by faults, and of intrusive dykes that readily yield 
to Die influence of the weather.

The following is the section of the coal-seam found in the bottom of this
shaft

The shaft appears to have been sunk on tbe top or 
apex of a ridge, from which tbe coal dips in all 
directions. The tendency of the coal is to form 
hollows or “ swallys,” that arc a source of annoyance 
and expense.

The north heading had reached a point only 80 yards from the shaft, when-a 
basalt dyke 7 feet thick was encountered. The coal was found at the same level on 
the other side, but it was cindered and useless. Eleven yards of this cindered coal 
was passed through when another basalt dyke, which proved to he G yards thick, was 
found. These dykes are almost under the lagoon. The coal dipped to the north—or a 
reverse dip—on crossing tbc second dyke, it was followed for 30 yards, when a third 
basalt dyke was touched, hut had not been cut at tbe date of our visit. The workings 
to tbc north of the shaft arc confined to the narrow space between the second and

third
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third dykes, and up to the first dyke, (Seeplan Iso. 9.) The following sections of the 
coal were taken in the bords marked 1, 2, and 3, in the noith-west, north-east, 
and southern workings, and may he taken as representing the seam worked. At 2, 
a section of the floor is given, from which it will be seen that’ about 1 ft. 6 in. 
of coal in two bands is left unworked above the " jerry” and under the “morgan,” 
which at this place is 5 inches in thickness.

Comparing the above sections with the same seam as it is found at the 
collieries already described, it will be seen that it has undergone a great diminution 
in thickness. The lower part of the scam is unworkable by itself, both on account 
of the thickness of the coal and the thickness of the “jerry” and bands. This has been 
abandoned, and the upper part of the scam is only worked. It is fine in texture, had 
good facings, and gives off a little gas (light carbonetted hydrogen). The occurrence 
of the basalt dykes may have some influence on the texture of the coal and the 
presence of gas.

Tire colliery has been laid off with G-yard pillars, the bords being 8 yards, and 
these widths appear to be fairly adhered to. The roof, composed of clod, is not strong, 
but is readily supported by props. The hollows which form in the coal-seam, 
especially to the south-east, arc troublesome, and maybe due to the puckering of the 
stratifications caused by faults or volcanic forces.

The igneous and intrusive dykes have proved a great impediment to the 
development of the northern portion of the leasehold. These dykes can he traced 
intersecting the collieries to the north-cast, and to their decomposition the origin of the 
inlet or lagoon may be referred. The sketch, ICo. 9 sheet, may illustrate better 
than any description the manner in which these intrusive dykes interfere with the 
coal-workings. "

The “country” further to the north is, to all appearance, very much disturbed.

To the south of the shaft, the headings, after crossing two faults, first a down 
fault of 2 ft. 6 in., and second an up fault of 3 ft., have been driven for a distance of 
300 yards towards the southern boundary, beyond which the Company have acquired 
on lease from other owners another area of coal. In this direction the land rises, and 
in consequence the direct pressure on the coal-pillars increases. This being so, it 
would be advisable, especially if there is any intention of working the pillars, to 
increase their area or thickness. It is always safer and easier to work pillars having 
ample marginal strength than those of a size barely sufficient to sustain the pressure 
of the superincumbent strata. The proportion of large oal in the case of large 
pillars is also greater.

The
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The area covered by surface deposits of unknown character or thickness is 
comparatively small. So far as the Commission could ascertain, this area is confined 
to the lagoon, and its diverging or trumpet-shaped mouth or entrance to the ocean. 
It may be that the course of the basalt dykes, that have meantime stopped operations 
to the north of the shaft, may cut this area off from the southern workings; but if 
not, the Commission would recommend that the proprietors should at once ascertain, 
by borings, the thickness and extent of these deposits. From the sorrowful experi
ence of some of their number, with regard to the liability of basalt dykes to let down 
the waters of the ocean under circumstances very similar to those at Burwood, they 
would caution the management to be extremely careful in unnecessarily stripping or 
penetrating these intrusive dykes under tidal influence.

The Commission heard with pleasure the views of Mr. Pendleton (the manager) 
as to the precautions, that in his opinion, it was necessary to take in approaching 
submarine mining, and they hope that the same caution and erudition will bo dis
played in approaching a part of the coast by underground workings, where, from the 
very want of knowledge of that which exists, caution is essential and the best indi
cation of a manager’s ability.

67

OCEAN COAL-GltANTS Oil LEASEHOLDS.
Under this general designation the Commission include seven large areas of coal 

underlying the waters of the Pacific, and extending seaward in one instance to a 
distance of 190 chains, or nearly 2} miles from high-water mark.

The ocean coal-leases that have been granted by Government, opposite or 
agai nst the collieries described and reported upon, are shown on plan No. 1, Appendix . 
These are as follows :—1st, a grant or lease of coal under 10 acres, along the fore
shores of the Pacific, to T. Cowlishaw, and another grant toT. Garrett, of coal, under 
610 acres, under the ocean, now transferred—so it is understood—to the Stockton Coal 
Company ; 2nd, a grant or lease of coal, under portion of the harbour, and of the 
entrance thereto, known as the Oyster Bank, and measuring 530 acres, or thereby. 
3rd, a grant or lease of coal, under the Pacific Ocean, to Messrs. Franck and Garrett, 
measuring 2,516 acres; 4th, a grant or lease of coal, under the Pacific Ocean, to 
the south of the last-named, in name of Jesse Gregson, and measuring 2,560 acres; 
5th, a grant or lease of coal, along the foreshores of the Pacific Ocean, south of the 
last leasehold, and opposite the low sand-covered land already referred to, made to 
Mr. Mcrewetbcr, and measuring 1,280 acres; and 7th, a lease of coal, south of the 
above, extending for a distance of half a mile from the shore, acreage unknown, to 
a Mr. Constable.

STOCKTON OCEAN GllANT OR LEASE.
To the north, against Stockton Peninsula, an area of 680 acres, applied for by 

Mr. T. Garrett and Mr. Cowlishaw, since transferred to the Stockton Coal Company. 
This grant commences 30 chains north of the shaft by a narrow strip 20 chains 
wide, and continues of this width along the beach for about 30 chains. The depth 
of the sea on the Oyster Bank, on the outside of this narrow strip, may be about 20 
or 21 feet at low-water.

991—H Where
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Where this ends to the north the principal grant hegins. Its southern boun
dary extends due cast into the Pacific for a distance of li- miles. The west boundary 
extends northwards along the sandy shores of the Peninsula for a distance of] £ miles, 
and includes the ocean opposite the narrow neck of Land so frequently referred to. 
Prom this point the northern boundary extends at right angles to the beach seawards 
for a distance of fir miles, while the eastern boundary is a straight line connecting the 
terminal points of the north and south boundaries.

No soundings whatever have by the lessees been taken over this ocean area, 
while those given on the Admiralty charts are at distances too great to be of any 
value.

58

Prom the Admiralty chart of the coast over this area, the soundings would 
indicate a gradual slope of the sand-covered coast seaward. The water increases 
about 20 feet in depth for every 40 chains. It is apparently only 80 feet deep at a 
distance of If mile from the shore. Particular soundings every 100 yards or so 
might reveal a less regular sea-bottom, while borings, which are after all the most 
essential precaution to adopt, at stated intervals would enable a specific opinion to 
be formed regarding the practicability or feasibility of working coal under the ocean 
at this part.

The coast is an unbroken line of sand, not a rock being visible on it for some 
miles. Prom section d d, and the records given on sheet 11 of bores Nos. 31, 32, 33 
to 36, the nature of the surface deposits over the low sandy peninsula opposite this 
ocean grant will he gathered. Almost opposite the southern boundary of this grant, 
bores No. 33-5, first penetrated the surface deposits at a depth of 164 ft.

In the centre of the neck of land the surface deposits have increased to 193 
it. in thickness, with 53 ft. of strata, of which 8 ft. consists of coal and shale above 
the coal-seam—bore only 6 ft. 9 in. thick. These deposits almost entirely con
sist of quicksand, and other attempts to pierce them with a number of bores have 
failed. The tendency of these deposits is to increase (especially the quicksand) 
in thickness towards the north.

The very difficult nature of these deposits maybe gathered from the foot-note 
of Mr. Inspector Dixon, who kindly supplied the Commission with the record of 
bores put down by himself and his father some years ago, wherein ho states that so 
“ quick” was the sand that it was necessary to force the tubes down almost to the 
coal head. Mr. Crondace, in bis evidence, gives additional particulars (see replies 
to questions 3395-3400, 3407), and corroborates other witnesses in stating that the 
sand is held in suspension, and that the sea-water rises and falls with the tide. In 
reply to question 3401, Mr. Croudace endorses Mr. Dixon’s opinion as to the 
tliinning of the rock above the coal to the north. Jas. Harrison (question 1844-6) 
gave a graphic account of the extremely difficult nature of this surface.

The Commission agree with the opinion of the Examiner of Coal-fields (question 
No. 3370), and Mr. Dixon, Inspector of Coll cries, that extreme caution must be exercised 
in winning coal under conditions such as these under t be dry land ; indeed, precautions 
of no ordinary description will be necessary to ensure safety ; ami, after looking at 
this in the broadest and most favourable and national aspect, are inclined to agree 
with Mr. Croudace (see question 3408), that the winning of the coal beneath the 
ocean under conditions such as those we suppose exist cannot be safely undertaken.

Until
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Until it can be established on perfectly reliable data that coal exists beneath 
the ocean, covered by strata unmistakably more favourable than that which overlies 
the coal-seam on the peninsula, it would be imprudent it not unwise to make any 
systematic attempt to work coal under this ocean lease.

The disturbed character of the ground already opened up in Stockton Colliery 
has been adverted to, but nothing whatever is known of the coal under the Pacific. 
The inference and strong probability is, however, that it will be intersected by faults 
of the same description as have already been met with.

To the south of the harbour a large dolcritc dyke intersects the north-east 
corner of Signal Hill or the Battery, and this can be traced intersecting the strata 
towards the shore side1 of the Oyster Bank. Nobby’s also, as has been described, is 
cut through by a similar and perfectly defined intrusive dyke, the course of wliich is 
apparently towards the narrow neck of laud. These arc by no means comforting 
indications or prospects, but they cannot be disregarded, and have influenced the 
Commission to some extent in forming an opinion on this ocean leasehold. These 
faults are seen, and can be estimated; but it is impossible to estimate those that may 
and are likely to occur in disturbed country, and wliich from surrounding physical 
reasons, although unseen, may be anticipated.

Attention has already been directed to the depth at wliich the coal-seam was 
found in bores Nos. 32 and 35. The circumstance of the apparent discrepancy in 
the levels, as well as the unmistakable alteration that has occurred to the coal-seam 
itself, is corroborative evidence, and suggestive of a disturbed condition of the strata 
in the vicinity of these bores.

No borings or special soundings have been made for the purpose of ascer
taining the depth of water, or the thickness (if any) of the sand above the rock at 
specific points over this ocean leasehold. The lessees possess no knowledge that can 
assist them in forming an opinion on the risks attending the working of coal under 
the ocean; nor do they appear to have as yet discussed this subject. The compara
tively small area of land held by the Company on the peninsula may force a con
sideration of this important question within many years. The somewhat awkward 
position of the leasehold—lying seaward of a coal-field owned by an extensive existing 
Colliery Company—may suggest some arrangement with conterminous proprietors as 
to modification of boundaries, or for proving the property at joint expense.

The Commission cannot in the absence of specific information do more than 
give emphasis to the evidence of every witness whom they examined, and who could 
speak with a knowledge of the conditions existing at the peninsula of Stockton, that 
the very greatest of care and judgment must he continually exercised, and that the 
working of a leasehold such as this should only he resolved upon after every par
ticular necessary to arrive at a decision has been ascertained, weighed, and discussed 
in a dispassionate and intelligent manner.

50 ■

HETTON GRANT.
It has already been explained that the whole of the coal held by this Company 

is held on lease from Government, and'is entirely covered by the tide. The coal 
under the harbour, between the dyke and the foreshore of Stockton Peninsula,

, is
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is held under one lease. The present grant, applied for by W. A. Hutchison, 
includes the south end, (Horseshoe Bend,) of the harbour and the triangular offing 
between the breakwater, Stockton, and the southern boundary of the grant belonging 
to the Stockton Coal Company. This comprises an area of about 530 acres. 
Owing to the semi-lunar shape of the leasehold belonging to the Company, every 
fault that intersects the strata under the city of Newcastle, or under Signal Hill, or 
the Nobby’s, as well as others that arc supposed to exist at the entrance to th(; 
harbour (see evidence, Mr. John Dixon’s reply to question 2,938), will assuredly inter
sect this remarkable leasehold.

The depth of water on the Horseshoe Bend varies between 26 to 40 ft., and 
this increases to about 82 to 85 ft. at the eastern boundary beyond the Oyster Bank.

V V V

In the absence of any borings, the Commission do not consider that the rock 
will be overlaid with any considerable thickness of superficial deposits under the 
anchorage, the thickness of the sand found in Stockton being in all probability 
replaced by water. On the southern shores of the harbour the rock is seen along 
high-water mark. At the south end of the dyke, as has been referred to when 
discussing Bullock Island Colliery, rock is found at a depth of from 12 to 14 ft. 
under low-water mark. Opposite the southern apex of Stockton Peninsula, and 
about 130 yards from the foreshore, rock is found at a depth of 24 ft. at low-water, 
so that the 66 ft. of sand passed through in Stockton Shaft has been caused by one 
of those sudden on-takes of surface so frequently seen where sandstone measures, 
somewhat disturbed, have been subjected to violent erosion.

Prom a consideration of these circumstances, the Commission entertain the 
opinion that the solid strata is unlikely to be covered by any considerable thickness 
of clay or silty deposits. There is a certainty of this leasehold being broken and 
disturbed and intersected by several intrusive dykes, by more than one fault, and 
very probably by an east and west fault of some magnitude, that must, if found, 
exercise a most prejudical influence on mining operations.

Disclaiming any desire to entertain pessimist views on a totally unproved 
field, the Commission, from their past experience of raining under similar circum
stances, and bearing in view the physical phenomena seen on the coast-line and in 
the coal-workings of Stockton, would suggest that, as nothing is known of the sea- 
bottom over this grant, the lino of the known intrusive dykes be approached with 
the utmost caution and regard for safety. It is possible that these intrusive dykes 
may not give off any serious amount of water on being penetrated with drives or 
mines. This will depend on the nature of the deposits that overlie the rock. Under 
very similar circumstances—it is within the experience of members of the Com
mission—large volumes of sea-water have obtained access to extensive mines from 
open "cutters” or joints that are so common in basaltic rock.

60

PBANCK AND GARRETT’S LEASEHOLD.
This embraces an aioa of 2,516 acres; its north-western boundary is the 

breakwater that joins Signal Hill to the Nobby’s, and runs out to sea about 1 mile 
beyond the end of the breakwater.

The
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The southern boundary forms the northern boundary of the lease granted to 
Jesse Gregson, Esq,, the general superintendent of the A. A. Company. It extends 
seaward in a south-west direction for a distance of about 2 miles.

The eastern boundary is a line running seaward about north 3° cast for 2 
miles, while the north-eastern boundary joins the apexes of the north-west and eastern 
lines.

So far as the Commission are aware this leasehold, measuring 4 square miles, 
docs not include any dry land, but is entirely under the ocean, outside the breakwater 
and Nobby’s. The part of the foreshore to the west of this lease is rocky. At Signal 
Hill a basalt dyke cuts oil the corner of the lease (see plan 1).

Another intrusive dyke intersects Nobby’s and has transmuted the aluminous 
and silicious schists that overlie the “ vard” coal.

V

It is, of course, impossible to form an opinion as to whether other faults exist 
seaward, or the influence that these will have upon the lower coal scam. Judging 
from the destruction done to the coal at Stockton by intrusive dykes, the prospect 
is not of a reassuring description. It is, however, right to mention that the 
occurrences in Stockton Colliery are of a unique character, and that it is unlikely 
that the same prejudicial effects will be noticeable over the whole coal-field.

Intrusive dykes arc at all times objectionable features of a coal-field, especially 
so in a leasehold property where the rock overlying the coal forms the bed of the 
ocean. The liability of igneous rock to form joints and fissures in the process of 
contraction during the cooling stage is well known, and large volumes of water have, 
as has been remarked, been let into coal-workings by tapping or driving mines through 
these from this cause. So far as the Commission know, no clav overlies the rock or 
forms the bottom of the ocean. Such a deposit, by filling up the surface inequalities 
or fissures, would of course exercise a material influence in preventing the admission 
or passage of water downwards.

No attempt has been made to ascertain the exact character of the bottom, or 
the depth of water covering this large leasehold. "While the Admiralty Chart shows 
a depth of only 00 feet at the extreme north-cast corner, gradually shallowing towards 
the shore; the particular chart of Newcastle Harbour (sheet 14a, Appendix), gives a 
depth’ of 82 feet at a distance of about 400 yards from the breakwater. The depth of 
water over this and similar leaseholds, where the rock above the coal forms the sole 
protection against accidents, is of supreme importance. The waves thundering on 
shoals, and rolling over rocky bottoms of this exposed coast expend an incalculable 
force over and above the direct weight of the water. As the whole and sole measure 
of safety of coal workings, underlying a leasehold such as this, lies entirely on the 
soundness and integrity of the rock overlying the coal-seam, it is manifest that the 
danger of a coal mine existing under the rocky bed of the ocean must be measured 
by the thickness and character of sound strata that intervene between the coal at 
any particular spot and the ocean.

Throughout the investigations tire Commission, impressed with the knowledge 
that the roof of the Borehole seam contains grey backs, or joints that break the con
tinuity or cohesion of the roof where they occur, directed the attention of many of 
the witnesses to this point, v ith a view to ascertain whether, in the case of a leasehold

(say)
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(say) such as this, it would not Ijo wisdom to stijmlatc tit at a minimum thickness of 
strata (and the thickness graduated to circumstances) shall always exist above 
the coal, and to forbid mineral to ho worked where at least the minimum thickness 
of strata does not exist. In some instances the witnesses saw the importance of the 
question, and generally acquiesced in the reasonableness of the proposition. In the 
majority of instances, however, the witnesses considered the provision might he felt 
as an arbitrary one (see T. Croudace, question No. 3,511), and would lead to abuse, 
and he considered as an irritating and harassing interference. On the other hand, 
A. Ross (No. 2,327) thought this might he a wise proceeding.

The Commission would deprecate all attempts to harass or restrain the great 
industry of coal-mining', hut in the case of this and similar leaseholds, where the coal 
is likely to he won under conditions entirely novel to the Colony, there can he little 
hardship felt in imposing sensible restrictions, with the sole object of preventing 
or averting danger to ilfc, and this before any attempt has been made to utilize the 
leasehold.

The Commission are fully impressed with the gravity of the question, but the 
absence of information essential to its intelligent consideration prevents them from 
discussing it with the freedom it deserves.

Without attempting to do more than enunciate general principles, they are 
convinced, (and they feel it must be self-evident), that a minimum thickness of strata 
is essential to the security of any coal-workings prosecuted under the ocean; and in 
calculating or arriving at this minimum, an ample allowance must he made for the 
occurrence of contingencies which may ho anticipated, hut cannot he foreseen or 
narrowly calculated, such as the impact of waves on a sloping sea bottom, “ grey- 
hacks” in the rock, sudden inequalities, ravines or depressions of the rock-surface, or 
of fissures and “ faults,” all of which are liable to occur and to weaken the strength 
of the roof. As the power of a roof to resist pressure under normal conditions is 
dependant to a great extent on the form, arrangement, and area of the coal-pillars 
left for its support, as well as the width of the bords, due allowance should of course 
he made for, and consideration given to, the system of winning that is pursued.

The opinion of every witness examined went to show that the custom of the 
district as to width of bords and thickness of pillars cannot he pursued with 
impunity in mining coal under the ocean, and that material alterations in the system 
would he necessary. The consensus of opinion was that the width of the bords must 
be reduced, and the thickness of pillars increased.

Presumably with the object of increasing the width of the bords, some wit
nesses of repute proposed to support the roof by a system of wooden chocks. On this 
subject the Commission may at once state that they do not approve of such a pro
posal, because timber in the atmosphere of a mine is not everlasting, hut is liable to 
speedy decay. As they see no way of renewing these supports, and as their cost 
would probably exceed the saving effected in the width of the bords they would 
permit of, they prefer the easier, less experimental, and more reliable support 
afforded by an increased area of pillars.

As showing the necessity of allowing an ample margin, and giving a wide 
berth in calculating a minimum thickness of the strata, the Commission would again 
draw the attention of your Excellency to the circumstance that the thickness of the 
strata dividing the “yard” from the Borehole seam is extremely variable, and tliis 
too over comparatively limited distances. At Burwood the thickness of the 
divisional strata is only 77 feet at bore No. 26, on the foreshore at Shep

herd’s

62



933

herd’s Hill, the thickness has increased to about 170 feet, ■while in Stockton Colliery
3.19 feet separates these coal-seams. The cause of this thickening need not be dis
cussed here. The comparatively sudden alteration of the thickness is, however, the 
point that invests this with special interest and importance while considering these 
ocean leaseholds and the margin of safety that should he allowed. In the face of 
stratifications subject to sudden alteration, not only in quality or character hut in 
thickness, the danger of calculating thickness from an average pitch of strata below 
ground in connection with soundings only above must be apparent. In this case 
probably nothing short of borings to the actual coal-seam afford the necessary 
'information with the accuracy required.

68

JESSE GEEGSON’S OCEAN LEASEHOLD

Embraces an area under the Pacific Ocean of 1; square miles, and extends, 
in the shape of a paralelogram, for a distance of 21 miles seawards. It is delineated 
on plan No. 1. The western boundary is cojifincd to the rocky coast-line of Shep
herd’s Hill against the original grant of the A.A. Company as well as the reserve of 
Newcastle.

The lessee is the General Superintendent of the extensive estates of theAus- 
tralian Agricultural Company, and it is presumably in tbc interests, and for and on 
behalf of his company, that this ocean-lease has been secured.

The coast-line is rocky and precipitous over a considerable portion of tlie fore
shore, comparatively deep water coming up to the precipices, especially towards the 
southern part of the western houndary.

Over the major portion of the coast-line the position of the “yard” coal can 
he traced, while towards the south the workings from the E pit in that coal-seam 
went out “ to day ” on the sea cliffs.

The intrusive dykes showing at Nobby’s at Signal Hill, and on the coast 
under the old gaol (close to the northern boundary), will intersect this property. 
The fault shown on plan No. 1, in proximity to the public baths, will likewise 
intersect, at an acute angle, the shore end of this large leasehold.

Bore No. 26, on the foreshore, was put dow n some years ago, and reached the 
Borehole coal-seam at a depth of 158 feet.

At this part the stratum that divides the “yard” seam from the Borehole seam 
appears to attain its maximum thickness, and thins to the south and north and 
towards the east.

. The Company having secured the lease of coal under the ocean, commenced to
open a new working near to their old E pit, on the lower slopes of Shepherd's Hill. 
Tliis is called the “ New Winning,” and its position is approximately shown on plan 
No. 1. The winding-shaft of this winning is considerably advanced, and there is
every indicaiion that the colliery is intended to he ononed on an extensive scale.* .1

It is at present proposed to isolate this from the present working collieries to 
the west, by leaving a solid and thick harrier of coal in event of any inundation 
occurring.

This
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This colliery will, of course, work a comparately largo area of laud under 
Shepherd’s Hill; hut it is undoubtedly the intention of the Company to lay it off 
with the special object of winning the coal from underneath the "waters of the Pacific.

The Commission entertain no doubt that from the resources at the command 
of this powerful Company, and the experience they have gained in coal-mining, the 
winning of coal under the ocean will bo conducted in the most systematic and regular 
manner, and with that regard for safety wliich may be expected from a wealthy 
Corporation, who for many years have been the owners of largo and well regulated 
collieries that have taken a leading place in the coal-mining industry of the Colony. 
Still the Commission would draw your Excellency’s attention to the circumstance 
that no evidence whatever exists as to the character of tbc sea-bottom over this lease
hold, or the thickness of strata that may overlie the coal-seam at any particular spot, 
whether the scam extends under the whole or only a part of it, and if the latter, how 
and in what manner it is cut off.

Coal-mining in Britain has for years been conducted on an extensive scale 
under the ocean, but at depths so great as to preclude any fear of the workings being 
inundated. The colliery manager of this Company (and who is one of the members of 
the Commission) has bad much experience in the mining of coal at Scaliam Harbour, 
one of the deep collieries referred to, and may therefore be relied upon to lay and carry 
out a system of working, so far as he is concerned, in a manner that will leave little 
to be objected to ; but the Commission, impressed with a sense of their duty, would 
desire to point out that as coal-mining under the ocean is likely to be inaugurated in 
this leasehold, and by a Company which there is every reason to believe will conduct 
their operations in a regular manner, with a single eye to safety, it is most 
desirable that certain points connected witli mining in ibis locality should bo clearly 
pointed out and recognized.

The Commission have no reason to believe that any plastic material, such as 
clay, or any deposits of a cohesive description underlie tbc bed or bottom of thcoccan} 
over this large ocean area. The soundings shown ini,be small scale Admiralty Charts 
are far too meagre to serve as a guide to the Commission. Soundings of a more 
elaborate and particular description are necessary before drawing any definite 
conclusions on this point. At about half a mile from the coast, a depth of 60 feet is 
shown, at a distance of a mile, a depth of 90 feet is given, at tiro miles, 114 feet; 
and about the same at each boundary of the concession. Along the southern boundary
line the depths have slightly increased.

The Commission, in the absence of positive information and data, feel that there 
is reason to believe that the same ledges and irregularities which arc apparent on the 
surface of the sandstone formation overlying the coal where it occurs on dry land 
will characterize the same rocks in tbc bed of the ocean ; that is to say, that ravines, 
fissures, and depressions may be anticipated to occur over the ocean bed.

The “ yard seam ” is seen to outcrop over a large portion of tliis leasehold at 
horizons varying from a few feet and upwards above the level of high water, the level 
depending to some extent upon the influence of “ faults” that are known to intersect 
the concession. At Bore No. 26, on the seashore towards tlie southern boundary, the 
“yard scam” appears to be separated from the Borehole seam by about 170 feet of solid 
strata. The Commission are disposed to think that the protection afforded by 170 feet of

rock



took [minus the depth of water) will not qivo mucli marginal security ivlien a proper 
allowance is made for fissures, ledges, grey backs, depressions, or disturbed strata, and 
wlien to tlicse tlie tremendous force or impact of the waves is superadded. The fact 
must not be overlooked that the strength of this rock is the strength only of the weakest 
part of it. Tliis from physical reasons may be difficult to ascertain. The Commis
sion are not aware of any systematic attempt having been made in the older mining 
countries to win a similarly thick coal under conditions as to depth anything 
approaching those existing here. Some extensive mines in the north of England 
have prosecuted their mining works under tidal rivers, and have conducted the opera
tions with scrupulous care. Many years ago, Percy Main Colliery was flooded, from 
the Tyne penetrating the workings. A similar catastrophe occurred in a Cumberland 
coal-mine; while within recent years a very great volume of sea-water obtained access 
to a coal-mine in the east of Scotland in the process of driving a mine through a 
basalt dyke, at a depth of 500 feet below the surface. Those may doubtless be sup
plemented by innumerable instances of mining under rivers or the ocean, where 
no accident has occured. To all intents, the extensive collieries in England and 
north of Europe, where coal-scams are won under the open spaces existing in the Mag
nesian limestone or chalk, are really in the position of mines that work coal under 
reservoirs of water, that, if it obtained access to the workings, no pimping power 
could probably ever surmount. Still, the great depth of the mines and the care and 
exactitude, and the perfect regularity of the system of mining pursued, have removed 
them from the category of dangerous mines.

Tlie great thickness of the coal seam, and the comparative thinness of the strata 
separating the bed of the ocean from the top of the coal, the knowledge that the 
ocean-bed is disturbed by faidts and may be liable to depressions or fissures, and 
the anxieiy felt at a knowledge of these circumstances by the Commission, arc the 
reasons why they doom it their duty to specially draw the attention of your Excel
lency to the subject.

So far as this leasehold is concerned, they consider that the working of coal 
under it will not be attended with any greater difficulty or danger than in tlie case 
of others. Indeed, the knowledge of the ample resources of the owner's, and the 
reputation and experience they have gained in conducting large collieries with order 
and regularity, is probably the best security that can be had of the careful and wary 
manner the working of coal under the ocean will bo conducted. They feel that to 
such a Company any suggestions, from whatever source they come, and that arc 
calculated to obviate danger, will be esteemed and cordially acted upon.

MEREWETIfEU’S OCEAN LEASEHOLD.
The lease embraces 1,280 acres of the ocean-bed, and extends along the coast

line from the southern boundary of the A.A. Company’s leasehold for a distance of 
3 miles, extending out to sea for a distance of 50 chains.

Tlie leasehold includes the ocean against the frontage or property of the 
owner, and at present leased to the Newcastle Coal-mining Company and the 
Burwood Coal Company.
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The form of the leasehold is shown on plans Nos, 1 and 8. The northern part 
embraces the sea opposite the low valley or saaid-covored beach to the south of 
Shepherd’s Hill. The thickness of the surface deposits under this is unknown.

It is probable that the coal-workings of the Newcastle Coal-mining Company’s 
11 pit will eventually proceed under this low part of the coast; and tlie Commission, 
when dealing with the workings from this shaft, expressed the hope that the 
Company would adopt measures with the object of ascertaining exact data con
cerning the thickness and character of the deposits in ibis paid.

The knowledge that certain faults have a trend towards tliis valley suggests 
that these may have been in part tlie cause of this depression, now filled noth surface 
deposits.

The top of the Borehole seam is found at a depth of 177 feet, of which 80 feet 
is composed of clay and surface. The absence of any data as to the thickness of the 
surface deposits in the valley, especially towards the sea-coast, is of itself sufficient 
reason for the Commission to discourage any attempt to work coal—certainly east
ward of the sea-beach—until most reliable information in this direction has been 
obtained.

The soundings given on the Admiralty chart show a depth of 60 feet at a 
distance of 50 chains seaward of Shepherd’s Hill. Opposite the low sand coast-line 
this depth has increased to 80 foot, and at the southern extremity (south of Burwood 
Lagoon) the same depth of 80 feet obtains.

The disturbed condition of the strata of the coast-line over the major part of 
this foreshore demands that exceeding care ho taken in tins part. If the Commission 
may lie permitted to express an opinion, by weighing surrounding cii’cumstances only, 
they would be inclined to doubt the propriety of mining under the bed of the ocean 
in a leasehold wherein the continuity of the strata is so much broken by faults as it 
appears to he in this neighbourhood. The difficulty of dealing with faults, super- 
added to the restrictions or modifications necessary to secure safety, may prove a 
burden greater than the majority of collieries would in all likelihood be able to bear.

In the opinion of the Commission it would he inadvisable, if not reprehen
sible, for lessees to commence a colliery to work coal under the sea, in positions such 
as tliis, until they had first obtained ample and unquestionable data, in order to 
enable them to form opinions and arrive at conclusions, so that their mining works 
could he laid out in a system evolved from a knowledge of the facts, and calculated 
to ensure safety and inspire confidence.

The above remarks apply equally to Constable’s leasehold, situated to the 
south of the above. So far as the Commission are aware, the owner of this does not 
possess one square yard of dry land; and, as the minerals under the surface adjoining 
the leasehold have been let or leased, it is difficult to understand how the owner 
proposes to utilize ids possession.

From their inspection of the collieries embraced in this report, and the 
opinions or views of tlie numerous witnesses examined, the Commission have already, 
as tlie condition of each colliery was considered, expressed their views on the salient 
points that had a distinct and specific bearing upon their condition; and, having di
rected the attention of the several witnesses to the prospective scene of operations of

those
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those collieries that contemplate the mining of a thick coal-seam under tidal waters 
or the ocean, desire, in concluding their report “On the condition of the collieries 
adjacent to Ferndale”—to summarize briefly the points that they, as practical men. 
connected in their various capacities with, mining pursuits, believe should be observed 
on the part of those whose duty it will be to conduct these operations.

Tlie comparatively shallow depth to the lower coal-seam in the collieries 
enumerated, renders it necessary that the most accurate and trustworthy 
information should be obtained, not only of the depth of water and character of the 
sea-bottom, but (in collieries mining under the delta) of the thickness and character 
of the deposits that overlie the rock, some of "which (such as clay) it has been seen 
add so materially to the security and safety of the mines. From a sincere desire to 
ensure safety to life and security to mining works, the Commission—looking to the 
thickness of the strata overlying the coal-seam in the case of those leaseholds (ocean) 
where, it is probable, no surface deposits exist and the rock itself may form the bed 
of the ocean—consider that, as the workings would be extended, so to speak, towards 
the unknown (although it may appear arbitrary and to some extent may restrict 
operations), a minimum thickness of solid strata should—indeed, must—intervene 
between the top of the coal and the bed of the ocean. In the case of undoubted 
proof of strong plastic clay overlying the rock-head, due consideration should bo 
given to that circumstance. To the north of Stockton the surface deposits arc, so far 
as proven, of so ominous a nature, that, unless carefully conducted operations reveal 
improved conditions, the Commission do not at present see any practicable method 
whereby mining operations can with safety he conducted under the ocean at that 
part of the district.

The Commission are fully aware that, so far as they know, no restrictions 
such as those indicated have been as yet considered necessary in Britain or her 
Colonies; hut they are* likewise unaware of coal-mining being prosecuted unde]' 
similar circumstances. The peculiar conditions of the coal-fields under consideration 
is in their opinion a justification for calling attention thus early to the sources from 
whence danger may be apprehended. The Coal Mines Regulation Act enforces 
certain precautions being observed in approaching suspected danger.

The Commission cannot distinguish any reason why these precautionary 
measures should not he extended, with a view to avert danger from a source novel 
to colonial coal-mining and not contemplated when the Act of 1876 was passed.

Considering that several collieries arc producing comparatively large outputs 
of coal before the second outlet has been provided, the Commission consider that the 
provisions of the English Act in respect to second or outlet shafts might with 
advantage be substituted in lieu of those in the existing Coal-fields Regulation Act, 
1876. Strong opinions have been expressed pointing to the necessity of sinking the 
two shafts simultaneously. In the case of a known and proven coal-field, this might 
not prove to be any hardship. As, however, the collieries that are likely to be sunk 
for many years to come will he to a great extent experimental, and considering the 
very variable nature and quality of the coal-seams, an enactment compelling the 
expenditure of a large capital on trial works of a duplicate character would certainly 
fetter the industry and he productive of no corresponding good results. The pro
visions of the English Act, limiting the time when a second outlet must be com
pleted, and the number of men that may be employed at one time (to 25), until tlie 
second outlet is provided, would probably serve all the purposes required.
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The raeasure of safety that the workers in collieries such as that indicated 
will enjoy may he gauged by the degree of order, system, and regularity that is 
insisted upon by the management. Perfect discipline and strict observance on the 
part of the workmen of any rule rendered necessary for the better protection of life 
and property, and this, witli diligent, careful, and regular inspection on the part of 
the officers appointed by the Government, will materially contribute towards this end.

The workings should be laid olf systematically and conducted carefully, and 
the width of bords and thickness of pillars strictly adhered to; and any laxity or 
carelessness on the part of the workmen should ho instantly met by tbc imposition 
of a suitable fine, and in the case of continued negligence, by some easily obtained 
and summary form of punishment.

In the case of collieries working under the conditions anticipated, the coal- 
workings should be accurately surveyed every term, and tbc coal taken out during 
the previous term represented by some conspicuous colour, and the dates of such 
surveys affixed in ink. Colliery plans should be a faithful and honest record of all 
faults and occurrences that are met with in the mine; and the workings should be 
delineated on them as they arc, not as they were intended to be. They should also 
have delineated on them the leading surface or topographical features, and this 
applies equally to ocean leaseholds and those on the mainland.

In one road of every pair of “ winning off” or leading 1 leadings or levels a bore 
should be Icept going (say) 9 feet in advance for the purpose of foretelling the 
presence of any fissure, open joint, or fault, or otherwise; and in the case of 
workings under the ocean, all winning off heading or level should be driven at 
least one hundred yards in advance of the working bords.

The width of the bords and the area and arrangement of pillars, while they ought 
in all cases to be graduated (o suit circumstances, such as depth, character of roof, floor, 
or particular conditions overhead—in the case of collieries working under the ocean at 
the limited depths referred to (and without reference to the ordinary circumstances 
that should regulate the widih and thickness or area of bords and pillars), may fairly 
be considered in a special light. The impossibility of calculating the conditions of 
the superincumbent strata and the forces that repose hr the ocean, makes it neces
sary, in the opinion of the Commission, to increase the ordinary margin considered 
sufficient for tire safety of a mine. As no attempt, under these circumstances, could 
be made to work out or recover pillars, it becomes necessary to consider the coal 
pillars as so much mineral won, or impossible to recover for this reason. The size 
of pillars must be such as to afford ample support after exposure to the crumbling 
effect of the air over many years.

The Commission are therefore of opinion that the thickness of pillars should 
he materially increased beyond that generally considered necessary in tlie district. 
Tbc strength of these pillars may bo increased by a judicious arrangement of cut- 
throughs and roads, so as to have as few roads intersecting or branching from a main 
road at one place as possible. Zig-zagging pillars, with respect to cut-throughs, may 
ho advisable. Tbc width of bords in the district is 8 yards. In the case of collieries 
working under the above conditions, this width would, in the opinion of the Com
mission, court disaster. The width of bords should be materially reduced, and the 
greatest care taken to secure uhe roof with timber. In these general opinions the
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Commission ate supported by almost every witness who submitted himself for 
examination. ‘While many of these gentlemen condescended upon specific widths of 
bords and thickness of pillars, the Commission prefer, in the absence of particular 
and detailed information, to enunciate general opinion only, and to repeat that while 
these should bo graduated or fixed by a knowledge of all the circumstances, yet it 
might bo advisable to state that in the case of ocean leaseholds a minimum thickness 
of (say) 8 yards for pillars, or maximum width of G yards for bords, might be insisted 
upon, leaving the management free to exercise their discretion in altering these 
(by increasing the maximum thickness or decreasing the minimum width) so as to 
increase the general safety.

Knowing the tendency that “faults” possess of weakening the roof, and of per
mitting the passage of water through the broken material that is frequently found 
along their line, or through open joints in their substance, it would be well in dis
covering a fault or fissure in a bore to take precautions against possible danger 
from this source before opening it up by the drive.

In tbc case of some of these Ocean leaseholds it may be impossible; but ■when 
possible, the coal underlying the ocean should be attacked only after a large “ goaf ” 
has been made by extensive coal-workings under tbc main land. Tliis, in addition 
to special and unusual facilities being provided for the escape of men by the shafts, 
would afford a measure of security difficult to over-estimate.

The Commission, aware of the impossibility of preventing accidents by Act of 
Parliament, and tlie danger of absolute rules, arc confident, in pointing out some 
of the general lines in wliich protection to life and property can host be secured, and 
allowing ample scope for skilful management, that greater benefits will probably result 
than by recommending regulations of a bard and fast and unbending nature, that 
wrould be found in practice to be unworkable, to bear with especial severity on indi
viduals, and to induce results detrimental to an important industry.

It is obvious that if coal-mining is to be conducted under tbc precarious con
ditions narrated, it must of necessity be guided by managers thoughtful, experienced, 
and skilful, and under regulations and discipline that.will eventually, by appealing 
to the reflective faculties of the workmen, impress and identify them with a sense of 
their individual and collective responsibility. It is possible that the chief security 
may be found to rest in the skill and thoughtful care of those engaged in these 
avocations.

JAMES 11. M. ItOBEUTSON.
JOHN THOMAS.
WILLIAM TUltNETJLL.
JOHN JONES.
JAS. SWINBURN.
ARCHIBALD DURIE.
WILLIAM DAVIES.

' J. Y. NEILS ON.
JAMES CURLEY.
JOHN USHER.

Witness to signatures : ■
Augustus Vlaxoux. .

Newcastle, 13 October, 188G. . . j
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ROYAL COMMISSION on COLLIKBIES—lEDTDTES OF EYIBENCT,

MONDAY, 9 AUGUST, 1886.

Jih'fseni: —
J. K M. KOBERTSON, Esq., President.

Me. JOHN USHER, 
Mu. J. Y. NEILSO.1V, 
Me. ML TURNBULL, 
Me. J. JONES,

Mr. A. DURIE.
Mr. J. SWINBURN, 
Me. W. DAVIES, 
Mu. J. THOMAS.

Hugli IValber swot a and einmined :—
1. .President.] "What is your profession, Mr. Walker P I am a miner.
2. How long bavo you been in Now South Wales ? Twenty-seven years. Mr.
3. And before that? I was in Tasmania about three years, in Scotland part of tlie time, and I ba\o been H. Walter, 
through the whole of America.
4. Have you followed the occupation of a miner all your life? Yes, I have been all my life following 9 Aug., 1886.
mining in its different departments. ' ”
5. Of late years I believe you have been engaged in sinking shafts ? Yes, I have been so engaged during 
the last four or five years in this Colony.
6. Had you any experience of sinking shafts before the period yon have mentioned ? Yes. I may say 
that the principal part of my experience has been in that direction—both in Scotland and America., in 
my young days,
7. And in sinking in Scotland and America, had you any experienco in sinking through soft surface 
deposits? Yes.
8. Did you put down the Wickham shaft in this district ? 1 was one of those who sank that shaft.
9. What method did you adopt to pierce the surface deposits ? We used cylinders.
10. Cast-iron cylinders ? Yes. '
11. W hy did you elect to sink with cylinders ? Well, in my opinion, they are the best.
12. Were you guided in your opinion by any bores put down when you started to sink the shaft? I did
not put down the bore myself. ’
13. Was a bore put down in Fleming’s land ? Yes, on the corner of it.
14. Had that bore been put down some time before sinking with these cylinders ? Yes.
15. For Fetor Fleming ? Yes. '
16. Do you recollect the thickness of the surface deposit there ? I think it was something like 35 ft. or 
37 ft.
17. In the journal of a boro put down for Messrs. Walker and Wilde on the Lhiwood lease, now the 
Wickham and Bullock Island Company’s leasehold, there is recorded 127 ft. 9 iu. of surface deposits, 
including clay ? I am only speaking of the sand as surface deposits.
18. The journal shows 40 ft. of sand first, and then, after passing through 50 ft. of clay, you get some 
coarse sand and gravel, then oyster-shells and mud; but you refer only to the sand ? Yes, as surface 
deposit.
19. Had you any difficulty in sinking through the sand ? No.
20. 11 gave you no trouble ? No.
21. And you kept the cylinders going before you ? Yes.
22. Then as to the clay—did you force the cylinders through the clay, or how did you proceed ? We 
sank through to the clay, and then put timber in. She is timbered from about 9 ft. in tbc clay.
23. How many cylinders are there in Wickham shaft? 49 ft. of cylinders, and the rest is timbered.
24. What is the size of tlie shaft? 5 ft. 6 in.
25. What object bad you in view in sinking such a small shaft ? Well, there were only two of us, and 
the lease was only 50 acres, so we intended to comply with the law. which compelled us to sink two shafts, 
and we considered the small pit was quite sufficient to work out all the coal in the 50 acres.
26. You proposed to work with one rope in each shaft ? Yes.
27. And you experienced no difficulty iu sinking this shaft? No, none whatever. We had onlv to
exercise care and attention. ’
58. Before commencing to sink the Wickham shaft, were you aware of previous attempts having been 
made to sink cylinders on the Stockton Peninsula ? Yes, over on the Stockton side, on what belongs to 
the Lamb ton Company, between Die Bluff Hoad and the Stockton Estate.
29. What is the diameter of the shaft there ? 7 feet, I think-, but 1 would not be sure for a few inches.
30. Do you know what the thickness of the surface deposit is there ? I think there is 60 feet or 70 feet 
of sand ihere.
31. Were these cylinders successfully sunk at Lambton ? No.
32. Are they plumb ? 1 think not; but .1 would not be certain, as I only speak from hearsay,
33. Why did you say they were not successfully sunk ? Because they jammed them up, and they could
not go any further. ‘ '
34. Do you know whether they have gone off the plumb ? Yes ; Ihc surface shows her to be off the plumb.
35. Then the cylinders have canted? Yes; I think so.
36. Can you tell me the particular use of these small shafts as exploring shafls—what advantage do they 
possess? Well, there is no advantage gained by small shafts at all.
37. Would it not bo easier-and wiser to sink one a few feet larger than 5 feet ? It cannot be easier 
to sink where there is the most stuff to come out, Bui; apart from to at, it is as easv to sink one 14 ft. or 
15 ft. as 3 ft.
38. That is your answer ? Yes.
39. AY ith the knowledge before you of the Scottish Australian sinking, were you impressed with the 
necessity for exorcising caution iu regard lo the surface deposits at AVickham ? No ; 1 cannot say that.
40. AV bat did it impress you with ? I never gave it a thought, iu that light, because when they first went
nt it 1 thought they would not get to the bottom of it.. ”
41. For what reason ? AVeli, they did not, commence propcrlv, and I thought they would not end
properly. ' '
42. How did they commence ? I cannot tell that. I am only speaking of it, as I saw it.

43.



942
ya KOTATj COJIitlSSIOK ON COT.LIERIES—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE,

Mr. 43. rJlie general inoile of workiug did not jmpross you witli the belief that they would reach their
XL W alter. rlepfi^fitioTi—is lliat what you mean? Yes ; that was my belief. _

4k Who was asaoeialcd with you in the Wickham lease ? Allan "Wilde.
0 A“s'’1SS6'45. Is ho in Newcastle at present? Yes ; bo lives at the Junction. _ ^ ^

40. You experienced no particular difficulty in sinking to the coal at Wickham ? None w.iatcvcr—only
the want of money. _ , _ T
47. Who supplied you with money—where were j'our principal sources or supply? ihere was Mr. J, 
Wood, and Mr. Corden of the Joint Stock Bank. _ ,
4S- On reachiug the coal, did you indulge iu rejoicings ? No ; I do not know that we did.
49. Did you not have a banquet ? Oh, yos; I think wo did—a good bit after the coal was got.
50. Who did you invite to the banquet? I do not remember. There wore a good many. There was Mr.
Fletcher, and. I think-, Mr. Neilson. _
51. Did you invito the then Minister for Mines? No;
52. Or the Examiner of Coal-fields ? I. think he was invited.
53. Did he attend ? I cannot be positive whether he did or not. It is so long since.
54. After the "Wickham shaft was sunk, did you commcnco to work the coal? No; I ouly drove the 
heading 50 or 60 yards. I suppose Wilde carried it out.
55. Then AVilde succeeded you ? Yes; I left then, as there was no use in two of us being there.
56. After the pit was sunk, is it the case that the coal was worked ? Yes. _
57. During these operations, did the Inspector of Collieries, Mr, Dixon, or the Dxarniuer of Coal-fields,
Mr. Mackenzie, inspect the workings ? Yes. ’
58. How often did they inspect? Once in my time, I think. I was only up there a few days after the
coal-working was commenced. _ r
59. That is within a few days after the AYickham pit was sunk ? Yes.
GO. Was it Mr. Mackenzie who came there ? Yes, _ _ _
61. In what year was the AVickham pit sunk ? It was about five years ago. I think it was in 1880.
62. In working the coal, arc you aware whether the Government officials ever enjoined caution upon you 
or your partner in opening up the coal from AVickham pit ? No ; I do not think they did to me.
63. At all eveni s they did not do it to you ? No. ... .
64. In reference to the safety of tlie working, did they enjoin caution upon you in the way 3’ou were
opening up the mine ? No. _ ...
65. Are you aware whether your partner, Mr. AVilde, was cautioned in thisrepect ? Bo; I was not there.
66. AVhen Mr. Mackenzie descended your pit shortly after you got the coal, did he congratulate you on 
your good fortune ? I cannot say exactly, but I think he did. I believe ho said, “ Weil, AValkcr, you 
have done now what everybody said you would not do ’’—that is, get down ; it was generally believed we 
would never reach the coal, and it was said that those who gave us money to do so must he madmen. I 
think ho made that remark wheu we were at the bottom of tlie pit—when he measured tlie section.
67. Then be measured the section ? Yes. _
68. AYas any remark passed about the coal-seam ? No; I do not think there was.
69. The day on tlie surface descended to tlie coal head ? For 40 or 50 feet; there was rock going down
to the viese.
70. I believe AVickham and Bullock Island Collieries were amalgamated ? Yes.
71. AVhen were they amalgamated ? It was shortly after we got the coal; I think it was in the year 1831.
72. "Who was it that first brought about the amalgamation ? It was through Garrett and Dr. Mackenzie.
73. AVI10 was the go-between? I was myself. _ _ ,
74. Did Mr. AVinchesler take no part iu it? He gave me a letter of introduction to Dr. Mackenzie.
75. After receiving a letter of introduction from Mr. AVinchester, dia you conduct your own negotiations ?

V Yes, and carried them out. _ _ .
75A. Did you have any conversation with him upon the subject of the amalgamation—as to the advisa
bility of it or otherwise ? Oh, yes; at different times. _
76. Did Mr. Mackenzie have any conversation with you on the subject? No; I do not think I ever 
spoke to him on the subject.
77. It was confined to Mr. AVinchester? Yes.
78. At that time, did you know that Mr. AVinchester was a partner in the Bullock Island lease ? Ho was
not a partner then. _
79. AVhen did he become a partner ? After tlie amalgamation took place.
80. How did he become a partner? AYcll, I gave him 200 shares myself.
81. Then, was ho not a go-betwoon ? No; be never went between ns at all. He gave me Dr.
Mackenzie’s address, and 1 went down that night, and before I left the thing was settled. ^ _
82. AVas the Examiner of Coal-fields a partner in Bullock Island at that time ? No; I think he was a
partner, hut not at that time. _ ,
83. Do you know when he purchased into the Company ? I cannot say, but I believe he did hold an
interest at one time. _
84. Do you know whether he held an interest in Bullock Island when it was coaled or after it was coaled ? 
He did not hold an interest in it till after it was coaled for many a day.
85. Are you certain of that ? I am positive he did not.
80. AVere you also the contractor for sinking Bullock Island shaft? Yes. .
87. Did the Inspector of Coal-fields and the Examiner visit you during the progress of that work ? Yes.
88. Did they convey any expression of opinion to you as to how you were going to succeed, or as to the
value of the property ? .No ; I do not think they did ; at the same time they might make a casual remark 
upon the subject. ... .
89. Did you experience any difficulty in sinking the cylinders in Bullock Island Colliery ? No.
90. Did any portion of the surface give you any trouble ? No ; there was no trouble but what wo 
expected. Of course there is trouble in them all.
91. You anticipated everything? Yea ; you could not expect to get through without some trouble.
92. Did you force the cylinders down with weights until you came to tbc clay at Bullock Island ? Yes.
93. And"then how did you proceed? AVe forced them in until we came to the clay, and then we put
them in plate hy plate below. '
94. Did any water come in with the clay in process of sinking ? No.
95. Tlie clay was impervious to water? Yes. 96.
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96. "When the pit was being sunk, did tbe Inspector or tbo Examiner give you any opinion as to the coal 
or the value of the property ? No ; not to my knowledge. I have heard him say it was a valuable 
property.
97. Do you mean the Examiner ? Tea; I think it was Mr. Mackenzie.
98. Were you aware whether Mr. Winchester and the Examiner of Coal-fields were shareholders in the 
Bullock Island Colliery by the time you reached the coal there ? I should say Mr. Winchester was, 
unless he had sold out.
99. Were they original or contributing shareholders; did i hey purchase into the Company, I mean? 
Well, Winchester was made a shareholder by Wilde giving him 200 shares, and mo giving him 200 
shares—that is, paid-up shares. How Mackenzie came to be a shareholder, I cannot say.
100. Mr. Winchester held none previously; are you aware whether he held any other interest or not ? 
How do you mean ?
101. I mean any other independent interest than you have spoken of? It is quite possible, but I 
cannot say.
102. Do you not know to the contrary? Know! I only know what I have stated.
103. But he might have held more ? Yes.
104. Did you know Mr. Winchester’s opinion of tho colliery ? Yes; he held a high opinion of it, I 
believe.
105. Has he any special knowledge of coal-mining ? I do not know.
106. Do you know whether Mr. Mackenzie and Winchester are shareh older now ? I donot know7,1 am sure.
107. Do you know whether Mr. Mackenzie has sold out or not? I cannot say.
108. Are you sure ? I have heard that he did sell out; but whether he has sold out or not, I cannot say.
109. Do you know whether Mr. Mackenzie has since altered his opinion with regard to Bullock Island 
Colliery ? I cannot say.
110. Have you had any conversation with him since the shaft was coaled ? We had conversation at 
different times, but I do not think we have spoken for eighteen mouths.
111. Have you heard any disparaging report circulated as to Bullock Island Colliery ? No ; that is, 
I have hcai’d that it was actually working under the water, and it was not safe. But I have not hoard 
anyone say so who was competent to judge, and I paid no attention to such statements.
112. Do you recollect the nature of the surface passed through in sinking at Bullock Island ? It is all 
clay ground and sand.
113. That is, 8 feet, of sand and shells, and 9 feet of clay, and then the oyster-bed—is that so ? There is 
43 feet of sand, I think, aud 3 feet of oyster-bed.
114. Was there any water in the oyster-bed ? No, none at all.
115. And was there no water in tho blue clay and gravel below that ? Yes; there was water in the gravel,
116. That divides the clay ? Yes.
117. And there was water in that ? Yes.
118. Had you any difficulty in sinking through that? No ; but we had some difficulty in sinking through 
the clay.
119. Did it give off much water ? Yes; a good deal at first.
120. What, strata did you cut into ? A strong blue clay, then yellow clay, then tho solid rock. It was a 
plastic clay.
121. You had come to yellow clay iu Wickham ? Yes ; very thin.
122. What is the nature of the clay above tho gravel bed and under the surface sand ? A strong blue 
clay. In Bullock Island there is one small bed of rock 2 or 3 inches or 6 inches thick.
123. Is the upper clay a puddle clay? Yes.
124. And tho yellow clay is very plastic? Yes; and so is the black clay below tbe gravel bed; it will 
not allow the water to come through it. That yellow clay is like indiarubber,
125. Does it resemble the brick clay of the west of Scotland ? I cannot say. It is a puddle clay. I 
remember wo used to go miles to get similar clay at Home for puddling back of the borings.
126. Docs that clay form a good bed or protection to prevent tho surface sand or water from coming 
down ? Yes. My opinion is that neither surface sand nor anything else will go through it.
127. That is if the clay extends ? Of course.
128. Then you look upon the clay as a perfect safeguard ? Yes.
129. Do you know what area the clay extends over? No; 1 have only sunk in the two places.
130. You are sinking at Hettonat present ? We have not got down that far yet. Steel put down one. 
But I do not know.
131. Does Steel’s boro correspond wifcb Bullock Island shaft as to the strata passed through ? There 
is very little difference. The metals, 1 think, are thickening towards that way.
132. Have you the contract for sinking the cylinders at Stockton second shaft? Yes.
133. Does this clay extend over the Stockton ground ? There is no day in the little pit; but tbo clay it 
tbe bore of the old pit measured 30 feet. It is tho same kind as that 1 have spoken of. You cannot puL 
it asunder.
134. That clay suddenly checks off a little to tho north-east at Stockton, does it not ? Yes.
135. Are you into the rock now ? Yes.
136. Towards Maryville, do you know where the clay extends over Maryville ? No; I never was 
over that way.
137. Have you not inquired ? No.
138. Or towards the corner of the Maitland Hoad—Dangar’s land ? I think it runs out there altogether.
139. Then, Mr. Walker, as to the safe working of these collieries we have been talking of—say Bullock 
Island and Wickham—would you consider it was a desirable measure to put down rows of bores to ascer
tain tbe nature and extent of these surface and clay deposits ? I do not see the use of it.
140. You have told us that, at Stockton the clay checks out altogether within a short distance? My 
opinion is that it is caused by a roll or fault.
141. What I want to know is, would you consider it a desirable measure of precaution to ascertain the 
area of depression of that surface clay ? In my opinion it would be a foolish waste of money, because 
with that thickness of clay it would be impossible for the surface to come in.
142. But you have given us an instance where ihe day checks out. Let us suppose you were working 
coal with a very strong rock above, but depending upon a. deposit of clay to prevent the surface deposits 
coming down, and you met a roll such as you have described, and you suddenly found that you had no clay
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H Mr. in front or above you, do not you think that you would bo subjecting yourself to considerable danger ? 
Walker. j (Jq think so; I think if I saw danger I should take means to stop it. _ _

o 143. Couid you always bo prepared for the emergency ? I have never seen rolls in my lifetime but what
9 Aug., 1886. would teU me auy danger waa likdy to come from the surface or not. The working would show

me where danger was to be apprehended. My opinion is that putting down bores is as useless as a third 
wheel to a cart.
144. "Why do you put down bores at all ? I do not know.
145. You have stated that you get certain information at Stockton by that means ? Yes, but out of ten 
bores that you put down you will not get half to correspond ?
146. You say that this bed of clay is unevenly distributed over tho area you have referred to. Surely in-
the case of ton bores put down within that area tho ten bores must go through this yellow clay, and 
surely you must see it in the bores? No; it does not follow. I have seen plenty of bores go through a 
certain formation, and yet not cut it. _
147. Would not that be through some irregularity on the part of the borers ? No; it might be on account
of tbe roll. , .
148. But if the quality of the clay is what you say it is, you must admit that if the clay ovists the bore 
null show it? No ; 1 have seen many a bore put down that did not show it. _
149. What reason would you assign for that ? I do not know what the reason is. It may bo that
when they put the chisel through it they did not want it known. _
150. But if you were depending on this blue clay as a roof and protection from the surface deposits,
surely you must admit it would be an advantage to know the area of distribution of that clay it would 
be some advantage to know where tbe clay exists within a given area before going forward with the work
ings ? It would be an advantage to have a tunnel driven through any fault. If you could turn up the 
whole of the surface and see what i$ on top of the coal, it would certainly be an advantage; but as to tbc 
necessity of it, I do not see it. . . , ,
161. I am asking your opinion? Well, my opinion is that it is no use.
152. Do you really mean that it would be of no use and of no value to know what you have before you ?
How do you mean ? . ,
153. Do you, in working the coal, consider it is unnecessary to know what is before you? That is not
the question. You asked me whether 1 thought it was necessary to put down bores, and 1 say no, 
because I do not believe it would let me know what I wanted. ■ _ _
154. I am asking you if bores can be put down that will give yon a true record of the various deposits, 
would these prove an advantage to you? I do not know. _
155. That is, you have no opinion? I have given you my opinion, I think.
156. Are the surface deposits at H'etton, so far as you know, similar to those at Bullock Island ? Yes; 
but we are only to the sand at present,
157. What is the diameter of Hetton shaft? It is 16 feet.
158. How far are you down in these ? 73 feet.
169. And you are putting on the plates in the bottom ? No; we have to put them on now.
160. At the Stockton air-shaft, are you through the surface deposits ? Yes.
161. And you have reached the rock ? Yes. 4 , r j- i
162. What thickness are the surface deposits at Stockton air-shaft ? There is about 60 feet ot sand. 
We go through about 40 or 50 feet of drift sand before coming to the water-level at all.
163. At Hetton, had you anything to guide you as to the thickness of the surface deposits before coming
to the rock ? Nothing, except that bore that Steel put down. _
164. What thickness did it give ? About the same as Bullock Island—160 feet to the rock. _
165. You have followed the occupation of a coal-miner during a long period of your existence. 
Have you any views to offer as to the conditions under which the coal seams beneath these thick 
surface deposits ought to be worked to insure safety ? Ido not see that you require to work this 
coal differently from any other where you have the same surface. You require to exercise caution what
ever it may bo like.
166. What, in your opinion, would be the proper method to work with safety? Well, 1 think there
should be a proper distribution of pillars. . . , .
167. What would he a proper size of pillars, iu your opinion? I should leave G-yard pillars.
168. And what width of herds ? Thorn 7 to 8 yard bords. __ _ , .
169. You think there would be no necessity for a diminution of the width ? No ; I think tho principal 
thing is to see the pillars kept of an uniform and a regular size. _
170. Do you think any part of the safety would depend upon the width of the bords ? If you have asoit 
roof the wider your workings are the better, as the coal comes away in a body, and there is no “cutting.”
171. Would von recommend longwall working under soft roofs ? No. The coal is too high for long- 
wall. If it was a small seam, from 3 feet to 4 feet thick, and the coal were my own, I would not leave 
one ounce standing in it.
172. Supposing you came to a position in the course of working where the solid strata cut out altogether 
under the surface, and tlie clay came down, how would you proceed—would you still take out all the 
coal ? With a roof of clay I would take the coal out with as much confidence as with a roof of rock.
173. Would you not take any extra precautions in working the coal under the harbour or under the sea
in these collieries ? No. _ , .
174. Are no extra precautions required as to width of bords ? No. Of course there is necessity for
caution there, as elsewhere. .
175. Do you consider the roof strengthened by increasing the width of pillars and decreasing the width of
bords ? No; I do not see the use of it. _ _ .
176. But going on tbe assumption that the roof is very good—and it is quite obvious that some precautions
must be taken in working the coal under tidal waters or the ocean—would you strengthen or weaken the 
roof by leaving larger pillars than is customary, and decreasing the size of the bords ?_ You must 
strengthen it that way, of course ; but it is quite possible to give it that much strength that it would cut 
up as with a knife or scissors, .
177. Then you would leave 6-yard pillars, and work 7-yard or 8-yard bords ? ■ My opinion is that m work
ing tbo coal anywhere you want to distribute tbe pillars evenly, so that you would not have a pillar stand
ing in one place 12 yards wide, and then go for a long distance without any pillars at all. If you are 
leaving a 6-yard or an 8-yard bord, leave your pillars in proportion to it. 178.
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17S. You advocate regularity or uniformity in working r Yes. Hr,
179. I quite agree with you in that; but what I want to know is, would it add or contribute to the strength "WalW. 
of the mine, say Bullock Island, for example, to work as I have stated, by increasing tbc size of the
pillars and reducing the width of the bords ? No. ® Aug., 188G,
180. Then you would advocate wider places ? No; I would not advocate 10 or 12 yard bords.
181. Is it a fact or not that the wider you work the bords the more weight is thrown upon the pillars ?
Yes, because you will have the loss coal there to stand it.
182. The pillars support everything above ? Yes.
183. Then it follows that the wider you work tbe bords the more weight there must be on tbe pillars ?
Yes.
184. Proceeding from that, does it not eome as a natural sequence that if you decrease the width of the 
bords you decrease the amount of weight upon every pillar P Yes; but still it does not allow any deflec
tion to take place, and where no deflection takes place iu soft coal she cuts.
185. You are now taking a ease of your own. I was referring to the collieries under review ? Well, I 
have said I can see no difference in working these from any other.
186. Define what you mean ? Well, I always liked a wide bord myself, and it is tbe duty of tbe manager 
to see that tbo bords are kept of a uniform width. When I was working on the coal I would sooner have 
an 8-yard bord than a 6-yard bord.
187. Do you recolloetyiny letters appearing in the Newcastle newspapers a few days after tbe Forndale 
accident, written by different colliery managers—Mr. Croudace, for instance ? Yes; I noticed one letter 
from Mr. Croudace,
188. ̂  Arc you aware of the contents of that letter ? I forgot now. Something about the Delta Collieries,
I think. I only saw one of two or three that he wrote. I did not pay much attention to it. As far as I 
recollect, it was a reflection upon the management, because lie thought none of tho Delta Collieries could 
be worked, except with a supervision on the management.
189. Were you alarmed when you saw that letter ? Not in the least. I thought it was tbe raving of a 
madman.
190. In your opinion, were these letters calculated lo create alarm in tbe minds of persons who know less 
than you ? Yes; I know that it created alarm in the commercial world,
.191. it unsettled people’s minds ? Yes. It was said Stockton and Hetton were going to the Devil now.
IOTA. As a matter of fact, then, these letters did create alarm ? Yes ; it was that which drew my attention 
to it. I wr.s shown a paper containing the letter I have referred to.
192. Were the parties who drew your attention to these letters interested in the mine ? Yes ; at least 
the one uho showed me a paper containing Croudaee’s letter was interested; he was a shareholder in 
Bullock Island ; and he told me afterwards that he had sold his shares for something like 17s. per share, 
and he was sorry then that he had done so. I saw him the last time I was in Sydney,
193. What was the price of Bullock Island shares previous to those letters appearing? I think they 
were 22s.
191. And they dropped ? Acs; it might have been that tbo Forndale accident also had some effect upon 
the market. I know that I sold a- number of Bullock Island shares for 27s. 6d. net, and 1 suppose there 
was 2s, or 3s. commission on the sale.
195. Have you any doubt iu your mind that these letters did create alarm in tbe minds of a section of 
the public at least, and that tbe effect of tbc letters was also to depreciate the value of the shares ? No;
I have no doubt at all. The fact of the shares falling led me to believe that was tbe reason.
J9G. Mr. Ne-ihoji.] As to tbe working of coal under tidal waters, Mr. Walker, have you any knowledge 
of a quantity of coal being left in collieries round the Newcastle District under swamps or creeks? No;
I have no such knowledge, for the reason that I never worked on the coal in the Newcastle District.
All my work has been in the A.A. Company, and I have worked there till the sand and water and all 
have eome away, but, as you see, I am here still.
.19/. Then you are not aware of large quantities of coal being left iu some of tho collieries in the district 
working under tidal creeks and swamps ? No ; there might be such for all 1 know.
198. Mr. Turnbull,] Suppose you met a fault or outcrop, or anything of that kind, where you thought 
there was a soft cover, how would you proceed for safety to drive into that, seeiug that you think there is 
no necessity for bores down from the surface. If I struck a fault or roll that showed me there was an 
opening in the metals, 1 would take precautions, and be guided by what I saw. In Wickham we came to 
Ihc seam where she showed tbe “ Viese” right up into the sand ; the clay kept it back.
199. Did tho clay come down ? Yes ; and then wo stopped it.
200. Could not tbo strata be proved by putting up holes from the bottom ? The question would be, 
which was the cheapest;. My opinion is that any fissures that may be met with will show the workman 
the way to provide for tho safety of his work.
201. ilfr. Usher.] Have you, in giving your very decided opinion on this subject, taken into consideration 
the very disturbed state of tbe ground round the harbour, and in all probability extending across tho 
harbour ? We have driven 500 yards in the Bullock Island pit without meeting anything more than a 
small slip about 7 inches.
202. Coming away from that, and going further north aud west, you are aware of a dyke at Nobby’s,
taking which into consideration, and that tbc fault extends in that direction, does it not suggest to your 
miud the advisability or necessity of borings to the north ? No ; because tbe faults in Nobby's extend 
all the way. .
203. Supposing, in driving northward in these collieries under the harbour, they were to meet with a dis
location or slip of strata, do you think there would be no danger there ? I thiuk it would choke itself.
I have seen a slip 20 inches wide choked up with clay-
201!. Then, knowing that several faults do exist to the north there, you would not make any borings, but 
would approve of tbe di fficultics being dealt with as you met them ? Yes. Tbe nature of the fault would 
teach me howr to deal with it.
205. Supposing you put down several bores within a given area, would not they tell you the nature of the 
deposits passed through ? Yes; but they would not teach me where I was to meet with a fault between 
tbe distances.
206. Then you would not take any further precaution than to drive up to the fault? The only necessity
I see for bores is in the opening up of a new field, to sec whether there are likely to be any faults 
or not. 207.
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Mr. 207. Did you ever hear of a colliery being inundated by water coming down by the side of a dyke or 
Waiter, fau^ p nof; i,l a fault, i have known of two in my time, but not in the solid measures. _

i """"'Tocc 208. Mr. Jones.] I understood you to say that there was some 25 feet of hard rock above the coal in 
1M6, Wickham Colliery ? Yes, -

209. Are you aware that the sand came down upon the head of coal a little to the west of the shaft? 
Yes. It was not the surface sand.
210. Yo matter; it was sand, nevertheless ? Yes. ... .
211. Hare you heard of it coming down in any other part of the mine ? Ho, but it is quite possible.
212. How thick is it there ? The sand there is not above 4 inches thick.
213. "Was not that portion of the work discontinued in consequence ? Ho; it was in the heading.
214. Have you ever heard of any precautions being taken, such as leaving large barriers of coal, to prevent 
the sand coming down there P Ho.
215. Do you consider the clay in the Hetton Colliery a good puddle-clay ? I have not tested the clay 
yet. It is more a thin vegetable matter than clay, as far as I have got.
21G. Did I understand you to say you could not depend upon the bores, Mr. Walker ? Yes.
217. That the bores being put down would not prove the ground ? Yes ; that is my opinion.
218. You seem to depend entirely upon this 9 or 10 feet of puddle-clay as being a safeguard for the pro
perty and the men? That 7 feet of clay is one of the best clays I ever saw; hut throughout the whole 
of that field there is about .170 to 180 feet of clay altogether.
219. I understood you to say that some distance away that clay went right out? No ; we cut that clay 
in the Little pit and Bullock Island pit.
220. Is it of the same thickness ? I cannot be positive to a few inches; but both clays are there, and I 
think the beds vary very little in thickness.
221. You have given an opinion here as lo the width of the bords;—you say, as an old and experienced 
minor, that the soft roof cuts up in narrow places, and you think there would be less danger in working 
under a soft roof with 7-or 8-yard bords ? Yes, with proper pillars; I think they would stand better 
than a 4-yard bord w'itli 2-yard pillars.
222. Yon think there is no danger in the ordinary system prevailing in this district? Well, so far as I 
know, I would not work the “ system’1 prevailing here, because 1 never saw any system about it.
223. But you think there would be no danger in working 8-yard bords with 6-yard pillars ? No ; let them 
be wrought uniformly, and in that case I should say there would be no danger.
224. You were the contractor for tlie Hetton shaft? Yes.
225. How far did tho bore go down there ? I think it went down about ICO ft.
22G. Are you not aware that they did not go any further than the rock. It is about that distance to the 
rock; what is between that and the surface ? It is all clay. The journal I got from Steel does not 
define the different strata. It gives just so many feet of clay and sand.
227. You have had considerable experience in sinking through sand. De you find any difference between 
sinking here and in Scotland ? There is much less difficulty here than in Scotland.
228. Then you are of opinion that to put down bores is not useful for exploring purposes? I thiuk it is 
no use at all.
229. Mr. Curley.] So far as you have gone with the shaft, Mr. Walker, does it correspond with the bore 
put down by Mr. Steel? Well, it corresponds with his bore, because he defines it as all clay. I expect 
he would call clay the measure 1 am on now; but it is really a vegetable matter,
230. That is as far as you have gone ? Tho depth of sand is the same, and that is all I have gone through.
231. Is not that to your mind some indication of tho utility of a bore ? Ho ; I just think that the boro I 
got from him, although it is within 20 ft. of the pit going down, is like the third wheel of a cart.
232. What is the size of the scam there at Bullock Island ? It is 19 ft. from roof to pavement.
233. Are you still a shareholder in that colliery ? Ho.
234. Tip to what date were you a shareholder ? I cannot say exactly ; up to within seven or eight months 
ago. It was previous to the I’ernclnle disaster, I sold the last 700 I had.
235. Only the lower section of the seam in Bullock Island is being worked, I believe ? Yes.
236. Can you assign any reason why the upper section has not been worked up to the present time? I 
suppose the time has not arrived yet.
237. How long has the pit been in operation ? About eighteen months, I suppose. I know I had her for 
twelve months, and I was bound that I could not put a pick in the upper section.
238. Beferring to your connection with Mr. Winchester, did you go to him, or did he go to you ? I think 
it sprung from one of the examinations when Mr. Mackenzie was out at Wickham.
239. Did you have a conversation with them on the subject of the amalgamation ? Ho.
240. President] Except in tho way you have stated ? Yes. He gave me a letter to Dr. Mackenzie, and 
the amalgamation was struck before I left Sydney; but the Company was not formed till twelve months 
after that. It was only on condition that we should get the coal.
241. I understood that the amalgamation took place after the coal was got ? So it did ; but I had a
guarantee from them that when we got the coal in that pit they were hound to give us tho permit wliich 
they had from the Government, and they were to be at the expense afterwards; and then the Company 
was formed. _
242. Mr. Curley.] You know something about the coal-field at Tighe’s Hill in connection with Forndale ? 
Yes, a little.
243. Supposing that a sudden rise was to take place in the coal there towards the surface, do not you 
think it would be desirable to ascertain in some way the nature of the deposits above that ? The deepest 
that I went through was not above 40 ft., and if it rose much it would go to the surface altogether.
244. But taking the ease of Wickham and Bullock Island, do you not consider it necessary to ascertain 
the nature of the surface deposits ? Well, I think they are doing right hy having a drive between the 
two pits; the great object is to keep tho headings far enough in front, so as to know what may bo expected 
ahead of you.
245. Then you think the headings should be kept well in advance ? Yes; I would always open up the 
ground in front of me, as by that means alone I. would know what I was likely to meet witli in the shape of 
coal or faults. One heading is worth a dozen bores in my opinion, and one pit is worth the same.
246. Mr. Thomas.] You know the heading driven from Bullock Island pit to the intersection with Wick
ham heading under Throsby’s Creek? Yes; yon mean the H.E. end.
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247. Do you consider that sufficient precaution was taken in going under the channel there ? I have not 
been in it since the heading was driven. But I consider precaution was taken, because they adopted a 
4-feet bord.
248. Do you consider that ordinary timbering is sufficient in going under that body of water ? Yes.
249. Would it not be wise to use brickwork there to insure the safety of the men, to say nothing 
of the interests of tlie employers ? No; I do not think so. In my opinion there is plenty of material 
there to prevent any water coming down.
250. Then you do not consider there is any danger to be apprehended from woridng under tidal waters ?
No, or I would not he so often in the pits.
251. You tliink there is no danger from cracks or crevices running through from the tidal waters ? No; 
where there is a crack in the rock there is quite sufficient clay there to fill it up.
252. il/r. Neil?,on.~] I think you have stated in your evidence that you had a good bed of rock on top of 
the coal in the shaft at "Wickham ? Yes; I think there was about 15 feet of rock.
253. Is there not a curve in that shaft ? She is not quite plumb, being blown out at one side.
254. Can you explain the reason of this? Yes; it was caused through the running of the sand bed I 
have spoken of, and the men made no provision to stop tho running, with the result that tlie weight on the 
other side pressed it over.
255. Is there no rock close to the bottom of Wickham shaft? Yes, there is rock there, but there is a 
passing through it there.
250. The curve in the shaft is close to the bottom, is it? The curve is about 14 feet to 15 feet above the 
rock. There is about 28 feet of iron cylinders ivhich go right through the rock.
257. I believe you were going towards Throsby’s Creek when Mr. Mackenzie stopped you ? Yes.
258. I believe there was a large quantity of water coming from the roof at that time ? No; there was no 
water coming there except from that from the shaft.
259. Did not all the men work there with oilskins? The face of the working there was as dry as this 
room.
260. Were the men not working with oilskins on ? No ; there was no water on the roof.
261. Mr. Usher.'] You say there are 49 feet of cylinders in Wickham shaft? Yes, through the surface 
sand.
262. What do they rest on ? On the clay.
263. Dow far do they go into the clay ? About 10 feet, I think.
264. Have you any curb bedded in tbe clay ? Yes ; it is all wooden curbing below it.
265. Supposing there were unmistakable evidences of a fault of some kind between Stockton on one side 
of the harbour, and Newcastle, on the other side ; do you think it would be desirable to exercise any 
precaution as to driving narrow places for the purpose of exploring the ground ? I think it is a question 
I cannot answer without I know' the nature of the faults.
266. Supposing that upon an examination of the strata at Nobbys and Signal Hill, and also the ground 
on the Stockton side, you found unmistakable evidences of faults existing in the intervening space, do you 
think, in driving for coal, that there is no necessity for any precautionary measures beyond driving these 
narrow exploring headings? Well, if I had driven a heading 200 yards in front of me, and in front of 
that there was a fault, I wrould not be in the least timid about working there.
267. But in the event of there being unmistakable evidence of a dislocation to a large extent, would 
you not adopt the precaution of putting in bores ahead of those narrow' places, by way of searching for 
faults ? If I got the fault at Nobbys, aud took bearings, I would know where my narrow places wrould 
strike it, and I would not be afraid to strike it with iny narrow places. I would keep prospecting ahead 
of me, and be satisfied wdth that.
268. President.] And you think no other precautions would be necessary? Yes; I wTould he satisfied
with that. *
269. Mr, Usher.'] You would not anticipate any difficulty in striking a fault or dyke, or whatever it mi ght 
be, existing there ? No; I would anticipate no difficulty in striking any fault with a narrow heading.
2/0. Mr. Curleyd\ In pressing down the cylinders, Mr. Walker, did you ever meet with a mishap in 
connection with the cylinders; did they crack? Well, I have been in them when they have cracked 
and struck me, but I do not think I ought to be asked that question.
271. President.] I do not think there is anything objectionable in the question as put, Mr. Walker. Did 
any of the cylinders crack in any of these collieries? You can answer that, simply yes or no? Well, 
so far as to whether the cylinders cracked or no, I do not think I have any right to answer it. I have 
had cylinders cracked before they loft tho foundry.
272. You stated that you have had experience in sinking collieries at Home through surface deposits, and 
that you had greater difficulties to encounter there than yon have met with out here. In what did the 
difference consist? Tbe greatest difficulty I experienced was in sinking at Prince Edward Island.
273. What depth were the shafts ? The shafts would run from 46 to 90 fathoms.
274. That is about GOO feet. What depth were the surface deposits ? About 90 feet.
275. How did you work the coal wheu you did get down ? I never worked the coal there.
276. Do you know that it was worked ? Oh, yes.
277. And what system was worked there ? Pillar and stall, with 8-yard bords. When I was a boy they
were all 8-yard herds. J J
278. What district of Scotland did you come from ? Prom Ayrshire.
2/9. In what part? Kilwinning. I was in the Prince of Wales Colliery for nine years on and off.
280. What depth was the shaft? Close on200 fathoms.
281. In winning the coal at these collieries in Kilwinning, what system was pursued ? Longwall.
282. Mr. Jones.] Are you aware, Mr. Walker, that any of tho men used oilskins in tho working-places 
at Bullock Island pit? No, I know, at the side going west, there was plenty of water, but I was not 
long there after they got the coal. It was stopped by Mr. Mackenzie, because they were crossing the 
railway.

The witness withdrew.

EOTAL COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 77

Mr.
H. Walker.

James



78

948

James Bowditcli sworn and examined:—
t -r jv i, President^ You are employed at Broughall and Griffithb’ Colliery at Tighe’s Hill, I believe ? Yes. 
JSSt’ 284- Following tbe occupation of a miner ? Yes. *

9 Auc 1886 2^' ^-aye y°H been working as a minor for any length of time ? I have been a miner for twenty-four 
' years. '
286. In tins Colony P Ho ; I have been about seven years in this Colony.
287. And before that ? Before that I was in South Wales and in Somersetshire.
288. Have you worked throughout tbe different collieries in this district ? Yes.
289. What is thc system pursued—they observe a uniform system of working, I believe ? Yes.
290. What width of bords and size of pillars ? 8-yard bords and G-jmrd pillars.
291. Have you had any experience in working the coal under the sea and beneath a soft surface ? No ; 
not under the sea.
292. Or under any thick or difficult surface deposits ? I have had at the present time where I am 
working now.
293. That is the only one ? Yes.
294. Then you are working at Broughall’s Colliery at present with tho surface deposits going down to the 
coal P Yes.
295. What do you leave as a roof between these surface deposits and the working-bords P We leave the 
coal.
296. How many feet of coal do you leave ? In one bord it was 4ft. Gin. going near the crop.
297. What width of bords do you work? We work 4-yard bords, leaving 4-yard pillars—that is, 
taking out half the coal.
298. Ho you think that the width of the bords and the thickness or size of the pillars should be propor
tioned to tbc nature of the superincumbent strata? Yes ; I am quite satisfied of that.
299. What is your opinion as to working under these soft deposits—what width would the bords be ? 
Well, where there is a surface of soft deposit, I-am of opinion tho bords should be 4 yards wide— 
certainly not more than 5 yards.
300. Amd what size of pillars ? I)o I express your opinion in saying that you would proportion the size of 
your pillars to the difficulties you have to contend with ? Yes.
301. Would you consider it safe to follow the. district custom of coal-winning under all conditions? 
No ; not in all conditions. I think the custom pursued where I have been working is safe, but I should 
not think it safe to work with 8-yard bords.
302. In your opinion, would it ensure you greater safety to work with 3-yard bords? No; I think 
you can ensure as much safety with 4-yard bords.
303. What is your reason for saying so ? Wei), it is hardly possible for tbe coal to break np in a 4- 
yard bord any more tban in a 3-yard bord. If tbe coal is strong, it will stand as well in one as the 
other.
304. Have you worked in the deeper collieries of the district? Yes; I have worked on tho Borehole 
seam.
305. Have you wrorked in the Lambton or Wallsend Collieries ? No. I worked for a short time at East 
Waratah. They were working 10-yard bords and 4-yard pillars there.
30^- About what depth was it ? I should say about 400 feet; perhaps more.
307. Still you are oi opinion that tlie width and size of pillars should bo proportioned to the weight they 
have to bear? Yes; at the same time, where you have a good rock roof, jmu have no need to be so 
particular. *
SOS. Supposing you had 600 feet of a rock roof aud 600 feet of sand as a roof, which would weigh the 
heavier ? The sand I should think.
309. [ differ from you. However, the pillar supports the roof ? Yes.
310. And the pillars ought to be proportioned ro the weight they have to bear ? Yes.
•ill. In working the coal under a stratum of sand in Broughall’s Colliery, is the system a safe one ? Yes.
312. You have no fear of danger ? Not as long as it is worked with 4-yard bords and 4-yard pillars.
313. You have not seen any attempt fo depart from that system? No; tho same system has been
pursued there for five years. ‘
314. Have any bords been worked a greater thickness than 5 yards ? No ; not in my time, and I have been 
working there for six months.
315. Have you been in any of the headings going towards Born dale ? I worked a short piece towards 
Ferndalc—4 yards I thiuk it was.
316. Have vou noticed whether tbe pillars were left 4 yards wide there ? Yes; all the pillars are 4 yards 
there that I have noticed.
317. Arc you quite sure ? Yes. At least I have never noticed any less.
318. Have you been in any of the abandoned workings going towards the creek and approaching 
Ferndalo ? I was in the part you are speaking of some time ago. They have put a dam in there.
319. Have you measured the pillars adjoining these bords ? I was only there for a minute or two, and 
did not take any particular notice,
320. Have you been iu any part in Broughall aud Griffiths’ approaching the “washout” to the west? 
les; I worked there.
321. Did the sand come down in front ? Yes ; it comes from the crop.
322. Does the roof become tender where the sand comes down? Yes; tho roof gets soft before you 
come to tbe sand.
323. And does it show any disposition to fall ? Not exactly. It runs into smut and soft coal, and is 
easily detected, and then wc stop.

nu.aTe “r011 wor^e^ ^ any of the collieries contiguous to the harbour ? Only Ferudale.
32o. Then you have not worked in any of the existing collieries, such as Bullock Island, Mar will e, or 
Mockton ? No. "
326. Have you come prepared to offer any opinion as to tho mode you would propose to work the coal 
under the harbour or under the sea ? No; that is a question I am not prepared to answer. I have never 
worked under the water.

surfr,ce deposits on top of the coal, have you any opinion to offer as to the measures 
that should be adopted to ensure safety in the working of the coal? If there is not a good deposit of

rock
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rock I should say there ought to be narrow bords—(say) 4- or 5- or G-yard bords at the outside, and 4-yard Mr. 
pillars. J. Bowditch,
328. Under any circumstances, you would have or advocate 4-yard pillars ? Yes. 0"T—*---- '
329. That is, whether the colliery was cleep or shallow, vou would work with 4-yard pillars ? Yes ; that
is my opinion. “
330. Are you wedded to your opinion. Do you not think that pillars should be proportioned to the
'vei?. ™ur have to bear. For example,—you say that in a shallow colliery 4-yard pillars would he 
sufficient to bear up the superincumbent strata. Supposing you are wrong even with regard to shallow 
colhenes, should not the pillars he increased in size if they have more weight to bear? Mv opinion is 
that under any circumstances, "
331. Where the bords are turned away 4 yards wide, and 4-yard pillars are left, and those bords are 
widened out to 5 yards, then the pillars become so much less ? Yes, of course.
332. You were working at Ferndale when the inundation took place, and arc you not aware that it was a 
6-yard bord where the water broke in ? They were all supposed to be G-yard bords according to the 
system in that district, hut I could not say whether it was a G-yard bord or a 4-yard bord.
333. Have you not found in your experience that frequently the roof will cut np in a very narrow place?
WelJj it will cut up in a G-feet place where there ia no coal left. I have seen it myself.

itcut up in an 8-yard bord the same ? Yes; but not so much in an 8-yard bord as in a 
6-yard bord. I have seen the roof cut up in a narrow heading when it would not cut up in an S-vard 
bord at all. j j
335. ]n turning off a bord, is it not a frequent occurrence that the bord will he increased in width before 
you have got half-vyay ? Yes; they arc frequently a little over the width.
336. And that diminishes the strength of the pillars P Of course.
337. You have worked in Wales? Yes.
338. And you know that the bords are driven by line there, aud the men aro not allowed to encroach
in any way ? Yes. ‘
339. What system were you accustomed to in working the coal in South Wales ? In the last place 1
was working in it was “ longwall.” 1
340. /resident.] Then there is nothing against a system of driving bords by line and maintaining a 
regular size oi pillars ? Certainly not. That should be tho rule.

The witness withdrew.
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Benjamin Bradley sworn and examined ;—

341. President.] You are a miner ? Yes. Mr
342. Where are you employed ? I am working at Broughall and Griffiths’ Colliery, Tighe’s Hill. B. Bradley.
343. How long have you been working in that colliery ? About nine months.
341'. And before that, where were you working ? In Broughall and Griffiths’ lower nit. 9 Aug., 1886.
345. And before that ? In New Zealand.
34G. How long have you been in the Colouies ? Close upon eight years.
347. Did you follow the occupation of a miner in the Old Country ? Yes.
348. In what part of Britain did you work ? In Lancashire, Staffordshire, and iu the north of England 
—several parts.
349. In what part of Lancashire ? Wigan.
350. What system of working prevailed there ? The “ longwall.”
351. Have you had any experience of working the eoal under the sea ? No ; I never was under tho sea.
352. Or under any very thick surface deposits ? Yes; 1 have had experience of that.
353. Where ? In Yorkshire. The last place I was in was Featherstono.
354. What was the thickness of the surface deposits there ? About 400 ft.
355. That is to say, the strata of coal would be found 400 ft. deep? Yes.
356. Near Leeds, what was the system of working pursued ? Bords and pillars,
357. At 400 ft. deep, what was the widtli of bords and size of pillars left ? The bords would be S yards 
wide, add tho pillars about 0 yards.
358. Are you quite certain ? Quite. I am certain the bords were 8 yards, and the pillars about G yards.
359. Do you know anything about tho collieries adjoining the harbour of Newcastle—Bullock Island,
Stockton, or Maryville ? No ; I have never worked in any of those places.
360. Do you know that at Broughall and Griffiths’ Colliery the surface sand comes down to the coal head 9
Yes. ’ '
3G1. Aro you of opinion that there is any special danger in working under that deposit? No • I do not 
sec any danger at all.

Can you give a reason ? Yes ; the depth is slight, and the coal left on is sufficient to support it.
363. What width are the bords driven? 4 yards wide.
364. Is that the width all over the pit ? Yes, at present.
365. Have you ever seen any bords driven G yards wide there ? Yes; there were some driven 5 yards in
one place. J
366. With what thickness of pillars ? From 3- to 4-yard pillars—that is, 4 yards under the creek and 3 
yards elsewhere.
367. Then they increased tlie thickness of the pillars under the creek? Yes; they strengthened thereof.
368. In working the eoal under very thick deposits, such as sand and clay and silt, with water above you! 
do you consider that extra precautions should bo taken ? Yes.
369. In general terms, in what way would you propose that precautions should be taken ? I should smmest 
narrowing tlie bords and thickening tho pillars.
370. To what widtli ? Well, just what they could stand.
371. Do I understand you to moan that you would proportion tho width of bords and size of nillars to
circumstances? Yes. 1
372. Then, with the exception of Broughall & Griffiths’ Colliery, you have networked in any of the New
castle collieries ? No.
373. If you were told that tho district custom of working the Borehole seam was to drive 8-yard bords

and
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and leave 4-yard pillars, would you consider that system of working under the sea or under the 
• e^' harbour in comparatively shallow workings a safe system to pursue ? Do you mean with a shallow roof?

9 Aua^XSSG ^”es ’ sa7 ^ or ^ roe^ an^ ^ feet of sand ? Well, when it comes to the rock with that
' ’ thickness I think there ought to he suffieieut to hold.

375. But you have already said that the bords should be decreased in width and the pillars increased in 
thickness, in proportion to circumstances. Now, therefore, let us suppose a case where there is 50 feet of 
rock with 170 feet of sand or sea-water ? Well, I tliink you should narrow the bords and thicken the pillars 
in that case.
37G. That would be as a precautionary measure? Yes.
377. Have you had any experience of working coal with a clay cover ? Yes,
378. Where ? In South Staffordshire.
379. Well, when a fall took place, what influence had the clay ? The clay would come straight down, and 
the props would go right up through it.
380. Can yon imagine what influence clay would have lying on top of the coal. Would it come down and 
choke the face ? Yes, and they would have to rip it up again,
381. Would you look upon a thick stratum of clay as affording a certain amount of protection in a mine ? 
I would not put any trust in clay at all.
382. Supposing a fall took place and forced the clay down, do you think, if the clay was sufficiently thick, 
it would dam back the water that would otherwise come down? No; I would not trust to clay myself.
383. You have not had much experience in that direction ? No, sir.
384. You are aware that the Commission is sitting at present for the purpose of taking evidence as to the 
opinion of workmen and others witli regard to the conditions best calculated to insure safety in the work
ing of those collieries adjacent to the harbour of Newcastle? Yes.
385. Have you come prepared with any scheme you would like to propose ? The only plan I can see is 
to narrow tbe herds from 5 to 4 yards, and widen the pillars. I do not know any alteration that could be 
made except that.
38G. In tlie particular colliery you are engaged in you have no complaint or suggestion to make as to the 
system of woridng ? No, none whatever.
387. Then, as a general answer to a general question, yon approve of decreasing the width of bords and 
increasing the size of pillars, in proportion to the depth and according to circumstances ? Yes.
388. Mr. Usher.'] In what part of New Zealand where you working ? At Kaitangata.
389. AVere you troubled with any water there? No, no water.
390. In what part of England were you working ? At Hetton—North Hetton.
391. Have you any idea of the depth of Hetton ? No, I have not.
392. AVhat system were you working there? “Longwall.”
393. AVcrc you working under the pillar and stall system in tbc north of England ? No.
391. Mr. Turnbull.] AVhat system were vou working at North Hetton? The low main seam-
395. AVere you aware that yon were working under a body of water there ? No, I was not.
396. Do you not know that there was water lying there between tho magnesian limestone ? No,
397. President.] Still you do not think that “longwall” would bo a sensible way to work Broughall 
and Griffiths’ Colliery ? No. I would not like to try it.
398. You are of opinion, and you advocate, that circumstances should govern everything ? Yes, sir; that 
is my opinion.
399. Mr. Davies.] You are perfectly satisfied that you are safe in working at Broughall and Griffiths’ 
Colliery ? Yes.
400. You have no apprehension of danger at all? No, none.
401. Mr. Joses.j Are you aware that the Inspector of Collieries served the proprietors of Broughall and 
Grifliths’ Colliery with notice that he was apprehensive of danger? Yes ; I recollect it.
402. And notwithstanding that you aro sure you are perfectly safe ? Yes; I think .so.

■ The witness withdrew.

J. Jones sworn and examined:—
Mr. 403, President.] How long have you been a miner, Mr. Jones ? About thirty-six years.

J. Jones. 404. Have you worked much in the Old Country ? Yes.
405. In -what part ? I belong to Gloucester. I was brought up in South AVales.

9 Aug., 1886. 406. Have you had any experience of working coal seams under the sea ? A Veil, I worked for some time 
on the Earl of Lonsdale’s estate in Cumberland—the AVilliams’ pit.
407. AVhat system of working was employed there? Pillar and stall—10-yard bords and G-yard pillars.
408. And what was the fate of that colliery ? I do not know. I do not remember.
409. Is it still working ? I think so.
410. AVhat seam were you working in ? I think it was the Hamilton seam. I was only working there 
for a short timo, aud I do not recollect very well.
411. AVhat depth was it ? About 200 yards
412. How far was it from the main hand seam ? I cannot tell.
413. Do you know anything about that pit being drowned out ? Not there. I know there was one about 
6 miles distant.
414. How long have you been working in this district ? About nine years.
415. Have you worked in the different collieries surrounding Newcastle ? I have worked in four of them 
—at llaspberry Gully, the Glebe, and Lambton, and Maryville.
416. AVas the same system worked in all of those collieries—that is, herd and pillar ? Yes.
417. And the average width of the bords is about 8 yards, and the pillars 6 yards—is that so ? Yes, about 
6-yard pillars.
418. AVhere are they 0 yards—the pillars I mean ? In tho Globe Colliery.
419. Then at Maryville, do you know the ihickness of tho sand-clay, or call them the surface deposits,
that overlie the coal ? 1 think there is about 32 feet of a sand bed, and from that it is nil clay.
420. AVas it strong, stiff clay? Yes; very strong, stiff clay. I have seen a good deal of clay, but I never 
saw anything stronger. 1 was sinking there.
421. AVhat about that gravel bed about 2 feet G inches that overlies the coal? It was close gravel, and
very little water came off it. 422.
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422, "When you broke ofE the workings from Maryville shaft, what width of bords did you break off with ?
Six-yard bords, _ _
423, Did you never drive wider than 6 yards ? Well, we did try some 8 yards wide, _ 9 Aog., 1880.
424. And why did you alter the system P I cannot tell you; I had nothing to do with altering them.
425. How much coal did you leave on ? About 7 or 8 inches. _
420. What is the extent of the seam there? We had 14 feet 8 inches of coal at the shaft; that is, coal 
and jerry and band.
427. And of that, what amount did you work P We worked 5 feet 2 inches.
428. That is to say, you worked the bottom coal ? Yes, aud the little tops.
429. And do you leave the top coal in as a roof? It has been done.
430. Then what is the width of the bords now P 6 yards. _ _
431. Did you consider that they were safe when you were working them 8 yards ? Yes; I considered 
them as safe at 8 yards as they are at G yards.
432. What size of pillars is left? 4-yard pillars. _ . •
433. Have you been in towards the west workings from the shaft approaching Dangar’s land? Yes.
434. You are aware the coal-seam nips out there, and soft deposits ? Yes. ■
435. Have you seen any fall that took place at the face in that level ? I saw the first that there was,
436. What took place ? It broke through in a narrow place, and ran back about 50 yards, aud we had to
put up two or three stoppings. There was nothing dangerous. _
437. Supposing that had broken in with a wide hord ? Well, if the clay had come down it would have
choked itself. In a narrow bord it would not have room to fall down. _
438. If a fall took place and let down the surface deposits, would not that be a danger to the colliery ?
I cannot see how it would. Wo have had three or four bords come down together. ^ _
439. Where was that—when they came down together? Where the pillars were taken out. Under this
soft roof, it cuts down by the side of the rib, and chokes itself, and gradually fills up. There may ho a 
little water for a couple of hours or so, but then it ceases, and is all over. _
440. Is that the result of actual observation on your part at Maryville ? Yes; I bave seen it. _ _ '
441. Then do you apprehend any danger at all, in working forward to the washout? I do not, sir, in 
the least.
442. Supposing that Maryville desired to work towards or under Throsby’s Creek, would the same system 
be permissible ? Well, I should not be at all frightened of going under the creek if the clay kept the
same.
443. Supposing it should not keep the same ? That is a difterent matter.
444. Then you pin your faith on the presence of the clay ? Yes. ■
445. Would it not be desirable that you should have some information as to the area the clay extends
over? Take the case of working under Throsby’s Creek, for example: Would it not be of advantage 
to know that the clay overlaid the coal under the creek ? Certainly it would. _
41G. And would you consider it an advantage to prospect the area of that clay by a series of surface bores ? 
Well, I don’t know ; I don’t think it is necessary. _
447. Supposing one or two bores told you that the clay extended over a certain area, would it be an 
advantage or a disadvantage to have that information ? Of course it must be an advantage,
448. Have you a second opening to the day at Maryville ? No ; we have not at present.
449. Then supposing you did not know the area over which this clay extended, and an accident was to take 
place, and let down a large amount of surface water, something similar to Iferndale, do not you think the 
mine would be placed in some danger? Not where we are now. We have put up bores to prove what 
we have above us. So far as we have gone we have been very careful.
450. That is, to prove the surface that has already beou worked ? Yes.
451. Hut is there any objection to know what there is in advance? I understand that there are two or 
three holes in advance of ns now.
452. Do these bores record the presence of clay ? Yes, and rock.
453. Have you anything to suggest as to the mode of working at Maryville to ensure increased safety ? 
No. I do not think there is any necessity whatever for any alteration.
454. Have you had any experience of the adjoining collieries of Bullock Island or Stockton ? No.
455. Have you ever given any thought to the difficult question of working coal uuder the Hunter Diver
and the harbour ? No. I have never bothered myself about it. I have thought of it occasionally, bat it 
would not profit mo to look into it. ...
456. The Commission is sitting to investigate the question of security for the men’s lives in working 
these collieries, and we asked you, as a practical man, to come here and give us your opinion as to tho 
conditions under which these coal-seams can he worked to ensure perfect safety to the men; what 
would yon advocate, in a general way ? Would you suggest a decreased width of bords, or an increased 
size of pillars, or what ? As far as that goes, ]. do not see any advantage in working 8-yard bords.
457. But I am referring more particularly to working under the harbour? Well, that is a different 
matter. I bave never worked there.
458. Is not tho surface sometimes covered with water at Maryville? No. '
459. Not at flood time? No. We are clear of all water there. '
460. Do you think there is any extra safety afforded by driving narrow bords instead of wide bords? 
Take the collieries working under the harbour;—do you think tho men would be working with a 
greater measure of safety if narrow bords became the rule? I think it would bo well to keep narrow 
bords ahead, and a good bore in front for a few yards.
461. In regular workings, what width would you advise under tho existing thick, soft surface, or under 
the water of the harbour;—do you think there is any additional safety to be secured by narrowing tho 
bords or increasing the size of the pillars ? I cannot see that there is any extra safety by increasing the 
size of the pillars.
462. Supposing you had a shaft 300 yards deep, would you consider it as safe to work with 4-yard pillars
as with 20-yard pillars ? It would depend upon the roof. _ _
463. In the case of a soft roof ? Well, small pillars arc equally as good as large pillars for resisting
pressure.
464. That is your opinion ? Yes, and tiiat is what I have seen.
465. Mr. Usher,'] Did I understand you to say that in working 
drove the bords 10 yard wide, and left 6-yard pillars ? Yes, sir.

991—L
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466. At what depth was that ? I cannot say exactly. It was a rock cover, and there were several 
seams above us.
467. Are you quite sure that they were 10-yard bords and G-yard pillars ? Yes; and some of them were 
13 yards wide.
468. "Who was the manager? I cannot exactly tell you, but Blainwas the head man there.
469. Mr. Jimes.] You have spoken of one fall at Maryville—have you seen others there ? Yes j I have 
seen three or four falls that came to the surface there.
470. You have seen the clay forced by pressure on the pillars over three or four in succession ? Yes.
471. We have been informed that the tidal waters rise at and around the shaft there on tho Maryville 
Estate, hut you say you have never seen it ? I have never seen it.
472. And you have worked there from the time of the sinking of the shaft? Yes. They were down 
about 17 feet only when I went there.
473. Then you would say that the persons who informed this Commission as to water being there made 
an erroneous statement ? Yes ; there is no water whatever around there.
474. Mr. Davies^] Arc you working on the coal now? No ; I am a labourer.
475. Had you any conversation with anybody as to your evidence before you came here to-day ? No.
476. You are perfectly satisfied that you do not apprehend any danger in working at Maryville? Not 
in the least.
477. You say you have known of three or four bords to come in—what width were they? They were 
8-yard herds.
478. Ho you say that an 8-yard hord would be equally as effective as a 4-yard herd ? 1 think an
8-yard hord is as safe as a 4-yard bord.
479. In what direction were these falls—where was the first r To the left of the shaft. .
480. And the next ? It was a little more to the east.
481. And where was tho next? In the next heading to the last.
482. And do these come right to the surface ? Yes.
483. "Was there no water ? Not in the least.
484. How much rock had you where these falls took place? There was no rock there.
485. I understood yon to say there was rock there ? No. I said the bores showed there was rock in the 
direction in which we are going now.
486. Mr. Davies.'] Have you never heard of there being danger here ? No, I have asked several of 
them, but never heard a word about danger.
487. Why did you ask anyone about the possibility of there being danger? Because when the disaster
occurred at Eerndale several of the men left, and I asked them why they had left, when they said they
were frightened something like the Eerndale accident might happen ; but they came to be of a different
opinion, and returned to the colliery.
488. Did they say they had come back because they could not get work elsewhere? No.
489. Mr. Curleif.] You have said that in one of these places where the falls took place a good deal of 
water aud stuff came down for 20 or 30 yards back ? Yes, the first one.
490. Supposing a big body of water to have been on the surface, would there not bo a probability of it 
coming down if the fall went to the surface ? No ; not in the least.
491. Mr. Usher.] Do you know anything about the state of the shaft at Maryville—is it quite safe, in 
your opinion? Yes.
492. And you think there is no danger whatever ? No; there is no danger so far as that goes.

The witness withdrew.

J. Wassoll sworn and examined:—
J. Wassell. 493, PresidentWhat are you by occupation ? I am a miner,
/—494. Have you worked in Maryville Colliery ? Yes.

9 Aug,, 1886.495, How long have you been working in this district ? I have been working in this district between 
nine and ten years.
496. At what collieries? At Maryville, Tighe’s Hill, and Greta, and also at New Lambton. I have had 
two places of my own at Tighe’s Hill.
497. That is some time ago, 1 suppose ? Yes ; that is before I went to work at Greta.
498. And previous to that teu jears, where had you boeu working—in the Old Country at any time ? Yes. 
I was in Nottinghamshire, Yorkshire, Staffordshire, and Derbyshire.
499. Where did you work at Nottinghamshire ? At “ Shireoaks.”
500. What depth was that ? About 1,540 feet.
501. Were there any surface deposits at “ Shireoaks ” ? It was rock from top to bottom.
502. What was the system of working there? It was longwall—no pillars at all.
503. And what was it in Derbyshire ? The same: longwall. 1 worked at a colliery close to Scgcmoor also.
504. Was that bord and pillar ? Yes.
505. What depth was it ? 365 feet.
506. What size pillars did you leave ? In some cases 7 yards, and in others 6 yards. They were not all
of the same thickness. ”
507. Was it a large colliery ? Yes, it was abig colliery,
508. Was there a heavy pitch in the seam ? No.
509. What was the width of tho bords ? 7 and 8 yards.
510. Were there any heavy surface deposits there? No. I never saw a fall there.
511. It wras a good roof ? Yes.
5L2. Does the same remark apply to Yorkshii'e, where you were working? No. 1 have seen falls in 
Yorkshire, although they never came to the surface.
513. You were working on tho Barnsley system there? Yes.
514. They have a particular system of working that seam? Yes. They work up to certain lines, and 
then come back mid take the pillars, working the same as the paunel system.
515. President^] You have had no experieuee of working under the sea or very heavy surface deposits ? 
No; with the exception of Tighe’s Hill, I have not:

516,
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51G. In what part of Tighe’s Hill was your colliery ? At Brickfields, 
who died recently.
517. Have you worked at Broughall’s Colliery, Tighe's Hill ? No.
518. At Maryville, did you know the thickness of the surface deposits ?
them say. ' '
519. There arc 133 feet, of which 100 feet is clay, and the rest sand and shells—have you heard that? 
There is no sand where I bare been. I have been 8 feet through the coal there, and got blue post, and 
the further you go the harder it is.
520. Is that where the fall is ? Yes; and it is quite dry there.
521. Howr long have you been working in Maryville ? Eight months.
522. How long had it been commenced then ? I do not know how long the pit has been working. I was 
at Greta before going there.
523. What width arc the bords at Maryville ? G and 8 yards, aud 4 yards,
524. What width arc the regular working-bords ? G yards.
525. And what pillars arc left between ? 4 yards—some over and some under.
526. What did yon leave on for a roof in the portions of Maryville where you worked ? Very nearly 8
feet of coal.
527. Have you ever worked in the west section of Maryville Colliery—towards Waratah way ? Yes ; I 
drove a prospecting heading there.
528. Was that in clay ? It was in clay and coal, and a mixture of stuff.
529. Was it white soft stuff ? It was not very soft. It would take me an hour to cut a foot of it.
530. It was not clay ? No ; not where we finished it. '
531. What did you get before you cut the blue post? A mixture of clay and gravel.
532. What distance did you drive in that? Something about 25 or 20 yards, and then we cut the blue
post towards the Maitland Road.
533. In working towards the Maitland Road, did you cut into the coal ? Yes.
534. And opened up bords towards that heading? We only drove one there.
535. Did that bord prove the washout towards the west ? No ; it was simply driven to stow our dirt in.
536. Are these roads stopped at present ? Yes.
537. Then, after passing through this 25 or 26 yards of surface deposits, in going into the coal, yon left on 
the top coal, ns usual? Yes.
538. Was the roof good ? Yes; decidedly good. We took the timber with us, as usual, but wo did not 
know what coal was above us.
539. You did not bore to ascertain ? No.
540. And you Aid not know the distance of these headings from the lino of the washout ? No.
541. Have you been in the heading that came to the washout—at the back of the office ? No ; I was not 
working there.
542. There is a fall that took place going in that direction, do you know of that? I started the first 
heading to that fall, and drove it for GO yards. That fall took place before I began to work. A stopping 
was put up there.
543. Do you know how far that fall ran along the road ? About 5 or G yards. It came in during the night.
544. Do you consider that the system of working adopted at Maryville is perfectly safe ? Yes. I could 
keep myself safe there.
545. Have you any suggestion to make as to a means of increasing the safety in working ? No ; I do 
not know that I have.
54G. Do you consider there is danger at all in working under these heavy surface deposits ? Well, as to 
that, I can only say that I could keep myself safe ; I would not speak for anybody else. ‘
547. Do you think it perfectly safe to work the coal under that thick surface by following the present 
mode of working ? I do, as far as I am concerned, but I would not care to speak for others.
548. Have you ever heard anyone express a different opinion ? No. I never interfere with anybody 
elsc’s business.
549. That is quite right; but I am asking you if you have heard anyone express a doubt as to the safety 
of the mine ? Not in my presence.
550. Well, have you heard anyone say so behind your back? No.
551. Have you worked in Bullock Island or in Stockton ? No.
552. Do you know the depth of the surface overlying those collieries ? No ; I do not.
553. Can you give us any opinion as to how these collieries should be worked to ensure safety for the 
men? No. 1 have never been down those collieries.
554. Then you have no opinion to offer as to how a colliery under such circumstances should be worked 
in order to secure safety ? No. I am only a hardworking miner—I am not a manager.
555. Then yon have no opinion to offer ? No.
556. Mr. Turnbull.'} Can you not make any suggestion as to what width of bords should be driven, or tho 
size of pillars that should be left; can you make no suggestion as to how mines in these circumstances 
should be worked for the safety of the men? 'Well, 1 would just as willingly work these places with 1- 
ynrd pillars as with 10-yard pillars, because when the body of weight comes on the pillar it will cut' up ; 
hut where there is a good body of rock 1 would choose big pillars, because the pillar in that case does 
take the weight.
557. Can you not make any suggestion as to the width of bords and size of the pillars that should be 
maintained in working the coal under these soft surface deposits ? I do not know that I can ; I" have 
worked them all sizes—4 yards, 8 yards, and 10 yards.
558. President.} Where did you see a 10-yard pillar? At Brickfields; there was a 10-yard pillar close 
to the shaft on the bottom.
559. Mr. Turnbull] As to tho mode of working, then, you have no opinion to offer ? No; I have no 
opinion to offer upon that.
560. Mr. Usher.] Do you mean to say that if you were attending a meeting of miners to-night you would 
have no opinion to offer as to the mode of working any of these collieries round the harbour r We have 
nothing to do with that at our meetings.

It belonged to old Mr. Bevan, s 

Only from wbat I have heard ® ^ ’
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Supposing you were working at Stockton or Bullock Island ? I would have nothing at all to say on 
point.

Tho witness withdrew.

84 EOTAL COMMISSION ON COILTEErES—MINUIES OF EVIDENCE.

B. J. Errington sworn and examined :—
President."] Are you a miner ? Tos.
Are you employed at Stockton ? Yes.
How long have you been employed at Stockton ? About fourteen months.
How long is it since the shaft reached the coal there ? "Well, it had reached the coal hofore I went 

there; I went in April last. ■
566. And have you been working continuously at Stockton since ? I was three months away during that 
time.
567. In what part of the colliery are you working at present ? At A heading, on the bottom seam.
56S. What is the system of working in Stockton? The bords are 8 yards wide and the pillars 6 yards, 
where I am working.
569. Have you driven the bords wider than that? The hord I was in last was a little over 8 yards,
570. Are the pillars all 6 yards wide ? They arc mostly 6 yards—from 6 to 5.
571. Where were you working before ? Down in a narrow place at D heading.
572. Have you ever been working on the upper seam ? Ho.
573. Have you been through tho upper-seam workings, going towards tho harbour? I have been partly 
through them.
574. There arc a number of bords going towards the W, or S.W., and approaching the harbour in that 
direction in the upper seam, can you tell us the width of those bords ? I cannot say ; I did not measure 
them.
575. Did you notice the thickness of the pillars there ? When the bords were first turned away in that 
direction the pillars were 8 yards thick, but wbat they are now I cannot say.
576. Have you any opinion to offer as to the best mode of working the coal under the harbour or under 
tho Pacific Ocean ? My opinion has been always that the coal should not be worked under the river or 
under the sea.
577. For what reason ? Because I have seen inundations resulting from it at Home.
678. Where at Home ? At Pereymain.
579. What depth was that colliery ? It was 140 fathoms.
580. What caused the inundation to take place there ? Tlie pillars were taken out under the river.
581. That was some time ago, was it not? Yes ; about forty years ago.
582. Mr, Neilson.'] Then it is merely a matter of history for you ? Yes. '
583. President.} That accident was supposed to have occurred through taking out the pillars. But 
supposing the pillars had been left in, what then—would not that have prevented the inundation? My 
opinion is that it would be well to have 8-yard pillars and 4-yard herds under such circumstances. In my 
opinion the pillars ought to he left wide where there is a soft surface.
584. Have you given any attention to tho study of pressure ? Hot a great deal,
585. You know, of course, that rock has a certain weight, and the deeper you go down the greater the 
weight on the same area, say a square foot ? Yes, I should say so.
586. Does that teach you any lesson as to the size of pillars and width of bords that should he 
determined upon—that is, the fact that as you inercaso the depth you increase the press Lire, or, in other 
words, the weight? My opinion is that the deeper you go the stronger the pillars should bo.
587. Have you been employed at Tyne side at all ? I was employed 3 miles from the Tyne—at 
Haven swortn.
588. Have you ever noticed there the mode of graduating the width of bords and size of the pillars to the 
depth of the mine? Wc worked the pillars according to the position of the seam.
589. Did you not vary the size of tbo pillars according to your depth from the surface ? Ho; we 
looked to what was above us—tho nature of the roof.
690. And what conclusion did you arrive at? We had 10-yard pillars on one seam, aud then increased 
the size from 10 to 12, and 4-yard herds. On the top seam, when I came away, we had a 40-yard pillar, 
square, with a 4-yard hord.
591. Is it within your experieuee that the size of pillars should be graduated to the depth from the 
surface ? Yes; that is my opinion.
592. What is the deepest mine you have worked in? Springwell. I cannot tell you how many fathoms 
deep it was.
593. What was the width of bords there? 4 yards. .
594. And the size of pillars ? From 10 to 12 yards.
595. Is it within your experience that a thick seam requires a larger sized pillar than a thin seam ? 
Yes. Where I worked before I came to this country one side of the distinct required larger pillars than 
the other, on account of the softness of the coal on one side of a fault.
596. Have you had any experience of cutting bluestonc or basalt faults uuder water ? I bave been where 
there have been clay, sand, and gravel, but not stone.
597. You know that some quality of basalt is very hard and full of joints ? Yes.
598. Then from that, would you be disposed to be very cautious how you approached these faults under 
water? Yes.
599. That is in case you might cut a joint or fissure ? Yes.
600. Have you ever known any colliery to he flooded out through cutting into a basalt fault? I knew a 
p.ace at Home where, through fissures in the roof, we were flooded out for two years, until the engine-power 
was increased.
601. Then you see good reason for caution in approaching these faults ? Yes.
602. Have you seen any basalt faults in Stockton ? Yes; I have seen that one which runs across the 
shaft, and another in the top drive.
603. In approaching these same faults under water, would you be inclined to exercise caution ? Yes, I
would. ■
604. Of course where that pit is sunk there are many feet of saud and clay—28 feet of clay—on top of
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the roch ; would that puddlo-clay afford any protection against the surface waters from coining down ?
It would depend upon the fissures you came in contact with. ‘
605. On this side of the harbour there is no covering of clay on top of the rocks; you can see the
rocks projecting, and tho inference is that at one side of the harbour the surface deposits wash off and 9 1886,
take on at the other side, so that the basalt rocks that cross the harbour have not the protection of this
clay covering for a portion of the distance. "W^ould that induce you to observe extra caution iu approaching
these where they have no covering of clay ? Certainly.
006. In your opinion the way to ensure the greatest amount of safety in working these collieries is 
to drive the bords narrow and leave pillars of sufficient size—larger than those left at present ? Yes; and 
also driving by lines, so as to ensure that the pillars would be left at an equal thickness, I would also 
have boreholes in advance,
007. "Well, seeing that you advocate a larger size of pillars than it is the custom to leave in the district, 
and that they should be left of equal width all through, would you suggest any means of providing 
against the pillars being robbed ? Supposing, for example, that the men go off the straight line some
times, would you approve of a fine being imposed for doing so P I would approve of it in this way: that 
if a man, after being cautioned about working his bord too wide, still continued to do so, he should be fined 
for disobedience. I should cxpoct nothing less myself,
608. "With regard to working under the sea, where we know nothing about the deposits, as to whether 
anything covers the rock or not, would you consider that any special precautions should be taken ? I 
do not know of any other precautions you could take unless by ceasing to work.
009. You kuow of no other precautions than those you have mentioned P Not that I am aware of, except 
you were to keep additional pumping-power ready to deal with more than ordinary quantities of water.
010. You are doubtful as to the safety of working these comparatively shallow collieries under tho 
Pacific ? Yes.
011. Mr. Neilson."] 117111011 pit did you work in at Eavensworth ? I worked in the “ Betty” pit.
012. Bo you remember anything about the washout there on the Betty pit side ? Yes. 1 was in there 
for four years.
G13. I believe there was a complete washout for a considerable distance there ? Yes.
614. What was the nature of it? It was sand with pebble stones, and outpours of water. We were 
144 hours working at it, and it beat us b}r 35 yards at the finish.
615. Had you to put on any extra engine-power ? Yes, to take the water out.
610. President!] What depth was that? 300 feet.
017. Mr. Neilson.) In that place the tide used to rise and fall, did it not ? Yes.
CIS, Mr. Turnbull.] Supposing you owned the Stockton mine, in which case, of course, you would he 
largely interested in getting tho coal out, how would you propose to work it in order to preserve your pro
per^ and secure the safety of the men ? I would do exactly as I have said, and drive 4-yard herds and 
leave 8-yard pillars.
019. Mr. ’Usher!] How far did that washout extend at Eavensworth ? The washout goes through all tho 
seam right down to the Hetton seam.
620. Mr. Davies!] Bo you think the plan of working at Stockton is a safe one ? My opinion is that a 
4-yard bord with an 8-yard pillar is the proper system.
621. I am asking do you think the system worked there is a safe one? No,
622. President!] Mr, Bavicsis referringto a sheath of bords going towards tho harbour, measuring S yards,
10 yards, 91 yards, SI yards, and 9 yards, and which are divided by pillars measuring 3 yards aud 4 yards, 
and in one part 2 yards. Tou sec the proportion of bord to pillar tbcrc is about one to throe and a half,
that is taking three and a half times the coal that is left to support the roof. Is that safe ? No ; not in
my opinion. I would not work it that way if it was my place.
023. Mr. Usher!] What was the width of the Tyne about that part where you say the pillars were taken 
out ? I cannot say.
024. Mr. Gurley.] How long have you resided at Stockton? About thirteen months.
025. Have you done any well-sinking there ? I have had one sunk. I did not do it myself.
620. Have you ever observed the water in the well rise and fall with the tide ? Yes.
627. Have you any idea to what extent? It rises in my well about 9 inches.
028. President.] What is the depth ? It is about 17 feet to the water, on the hill there. It is a little 
below tho water-level. .
629. Is it salt ? The water is a little brackish.
630. Mr. Curley!] Is there much timber used in the bords at Stockton? There is in some bords; in 
others it is scarce.
631. Mr. Thomas.] I suppose there is no lack of timber there ? No. I always get sufficient.
032. President!] Would you be disposed to place much reliance upon the security offered by wooden 
chocks ? Not much.
633. I am supposing the system was adopted of working with the bords of the width we have been talking 
about, would these ivooden chocks be an efficient support for the roof? No, The wood would decay.
034. And do you see any way of renewing these chocks in extensive workings ? No; not very well.

The witness withdrew.

Benjamin Nicholson sworn and examined:—
035, President.] Are you a miner ? Yes. '
036. And where are you employed? I am working at Stockton.
637. How long have you been working in Stockton ? About eleven months.
038. And before that, where were you employed ? In the Old Country and in New Zealand.
G39. Before you were in New Zealand, where did you work ? In Northumberland, England.
640. In wbat parts ? I was at several collieries—Chopping too, Bedside, Lowscaton, and Ashington.
041. 'What depth was Bedside? I cannot say.
642. It was a considerable depth, was it not ? Yes, 1 think it was.
043. What system of working was followed there ? The bord and pillar system.
64 k What size pillars ? 12-yard pillars and 5-yard bords.
G45. That is to say, two and a half times more coal was left in the pillars than was taken out. Were any 
of these collieries worked under tidal rivers or under the sea? No; none that I worked in. 64G.

Mr.
B. Nicholson.
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Mf. 646. ifave you had any experience youraelf of working coal under the sea or under rivers ? No.
B. Nicholson, 'W'here have you been working^ in the Stockton mine ? X have worked in the back heading towards

tlie east‘ . r ■ .J3®"’ . ‘ 648. Have you been in any of the wox*king bords? Yes; I have been in some.
649. What width are the bords driven in the lower coal-seam ? 8 yards.
650. And in the upper coal ? 8 yards.
651. Have you ever seen any of the bords wider than that ? I never measured them.
652. "What width are the pillars ? They are supposed to be G-yard pillars, but they are not all of that size.
653. Can you say anything about the size of the pillars ? Well, I have seen a good many 4-yard pillars, 
and some loss than that.
654. Have you ever seen them less than 2 yards wide ? Yes; I have seen them 2yards between two bords.
655. In what part of the colliery was this ? In the lower seam. _
656. Considering the depth of the shaft, do you consider 2-yard pillars sufficient? No, I do not.
657. Whose fault was it that pillars so thin as 2 yards wide were left ? I cannot say.
658. Arc the places driven by line or plumb ? I. have seen them driven by line.
659. Then it has been through some carelessness on the part of the lineman or overman that the pillars
have been left so thin ? I suppose so. ...
660. Have you any suggestions to offer as to bow these collieries should be worked in workings extending 
under the harbour or under the sea? Well, I think the bords should not be 8 yards wide.
661. What would you consider a fair width to secure the safety of the men ? I think 6 yards is big enough.
662. And what about pillars ? The pillars should be 8 yards wide.
663. Ho you know anything about Bullock Island Colliery ? No, sir.
664. Have you never worked there ? No.
665. Have you worked in any other collieries iu Newcastle ? I bave never worked in any other colliery
but Stockton since I came here. _ _
666. Then would you consider it a good principle to graduate the size of the pillars and width of the
bords to the depth of the seam from the surface. Have you given any attention to that question ? No; 
I cannot say that I have. _ _
667. Mr, NcilsonJ] Have you paid any attention to the size of the shaft pillars at Stockton pit ? No ; I 
did not take any notice.
668. I suppose you have seen what is known as a crush in a mine ? Oh, yes; I have known it go over 
eight or twelve pillars in New Zealand.
669. In speaking about pillars, Mr. Nicholson, I suppose yon are only referring to the ordinary pillars 
between the bords ? Yes.
670. And you know nothing about the shaft pillars ? No. _
671. Have you no suggestion to make as to the working of the mine ? No.
672. Have you ever heard any of the men express an opinion as to tho safety or otherwise of tho mine? 
No.
673. At what colliery in New Zealand was it where the crush-out you refer to occurred ? At the Bay of
Islands. _
674. Mr. Jones] Where the pillars were only 2 yards in Stockton, tho bords must bave been considerably 
over 8 yards wide? Yes; the bords must have been considerably over 8 yards to get that size pillars. 
These bords that I have referred to were abandoned bords a good way back from tiro face.

The witness withdrew.

Thomas Fox sworn and examined:—
Mr, T. Fox. 675. President] What are you, Mr. Fox ? I am a coal-miner. . t .

s. 676. How long have you followed that occupation ? I bave been a miner for twenty-nine years.
9 Aug., 188C. 677. In what parts of the world have you been employed in coal-mining ? In a good part of England— 

in Durham, and Nottingham, and Cumberland. _
678. At what collieries did you work in Durham ? I worked at Spinniforc, Badbank, and Page Bank.
679. How deep was Badbank ? I cannot say,
680. Wbat system of working was followed ? 8-yard bords and 4-yard pillars—that was the top scam.
681. In other collieries you were employed in, what was the size of the pillars and width of tho bords ? 
Where I worked in Northumberland we drove 6-yard bords, leaving 4-vard pillars.
682. In Cumberland, what colliery did you work at ? The Bobin Hood.
683. What was the depth of the shaft? Something like 70 fathoms was the depth of the shaft.
684. And the width of the bords ? They drove 8-yard bords there ; I cannot say the size of tho pillars,
but I think they were about 4 yards. _
685. Was that under the sea? No : that was 2 miles from the sea.
686. Did you ever work at collieries under the sea? No.
687. Where have you been working in this district? I have worked at the Borehole and Bullock Island.
688. In what part of that colliery were you working ? I have been working in the front beading— 
“ Dunn's ” beading,
689. What is the width of that heading ? From 5 or 6 to 8 feet wide. _ _
690. Have you travelled much through Bullock Island ? No. I have only been in the one heading.
691. Therefore you are not prepared to give an opinion as to whether it is a safe or an unsafe colliery ?
No. I have only been in the one place. ... , ,
692. What do you think should be the width of bords and size of pillars in working under the back 
channel there, going out into the open water ? I cannot say.
693. Have you formed any opinion as to how tho coal should be worked under the harbour ? No.
694. Mr. Turnbull] At Page Bank, that you have mentioned, can you remember wbat was the size of the 
pillars at the bottom of the shaft ? No ; I eannnot say that.
695. Can you not recollect bow deep it was to the deep seam of coal ? It was a shallow scam.
696. What was the nature of the bottom below tlie coal ? It was a hard rock.
697. Are you sure there were 4-yard pillars and 8-yard bords in that seam ? I would not be sure; 
I am not positive; I think it was that, but it is a good bit ago since I was working there.
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698. Mr. Vshnr.-] Was it not the oilier way—that is, 8-yard pillars aud di-yard bords ? T do not think so. T- Fo*.
699. Mr. Citrleu.\ Have you worked at the Wickham small pit at any time ? Yes; I worked there for
a time. 9 1886.
700. Were you at the sinking of it? Yes.
701. Were you there during tho whole of the time the shaft was being sunk? Yes. I was there from
the start to the finish. .
702. What was tho nature of the ground? First of all there was sand and water, then a soapy clay—I 
could not say how much—and there was a small quantity of rock in two places, and about 18 feet of wash- 
dirt, pebbles, and sand mixed together on the top of tho coal.
703. Was the sand you went through wet? Yes, very wet.
704. Have you noticed a bend in the shaft towards the bottom ? Yes.
705. What was the reason it did not go down plumb ? It was the running sand at the bottom that
caused it.
706. Was there any rock at the bottom of the shaft? No, none at all. There are two pieces from 4 to 
6 inches thick, but that is all there is from top to bottom.
707. What is the nature of the deposittowards ? 18 feet of wash-dirt lies on top of the coal.
708. Did yon do any coal-working after the shaft was put down at that colliery ? Yes.
709. Was it wet or dry work ? It was pretty wet.
710. Where did the water come from? It seemed to come direct from the roof.
711. Did the men work with oilskins there ? Sometimes the men would put on their oilskins.
712. Did you notice the cylinders that were put in there ? Yes; I noticed the lop lot.
713. Did you notice any flaws in any of them? Yea 1 think the top one shows faces or cracks.
714. What was the width of the bords you drove there? I think they were 6-yard bords and 4-yard 
pillars. The pillar off the main gaimon hord was 7 or 8 yards.
715. ^ Considering the surface deposits you went through iu that shaft, and the width of hord you were 
driving, do you consider that the herds should be no larger than that with a view to the safety of the men?
Yes.
716. Did you see any yellow clay in sinking that shaft? No; it was a soapy blue clay.
717. How much clay was there ? 1 cannot say how much chav there was.
718. How many feet of drift do you say was on top of the coal? 18 of wash-dirt.
719. Did the men find their own oilskins, or did the owners provide them? The owners provided them.
720. Did you ever hoar any of the men express any apprehension of danger ? No, sir; 1 never did.

The witness withdrew.
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TVESDAT, 10 AUGUST, 1886. 
iPresmt:—

J. K M. ROBERTSON, Esq., President.
Mb. USIIEK,
Me. NE1LSON,
Me. TURNBULL,
Me. JONES,

Mb. THOMAS.

Me. DUEIE,
Me. SWINBUBN, 
Mr. DAVIES,
Me. CURLEY,

G-eorge Hinchcliffe sworn and examined:—
721. President.'] You are a miner ? Yes.
722. Where are you at present engaged? In the Bur wood Colliery.
723. How long have you been working at Burwood Colliery ? About fourteen months.
724. Have you been there since the beginning of the colliery? Not exactly since the beginning,
725. Before working there, wore you at any of the other collieries in the Newcastle District ? No. I have 
only been in the Colony six years, and I was about four years on the gold-fields.
726. Then you have only had experience in the Burwood Colliery, so far as this district is concerned? Yes,
that is all. '
727. Were you brought up to coal-mining in your youth ? Yes.
728. Where ? In the Old Country—in Yorkshire.
729. In what part ? In a Hlllo village not far from Huddersfield. 1 have worked in Newcastle, Durham, 
and Shields. 1 worked at Spittlcton in Newcastle.
780. Have you had experience of working under tho sea ? Yes, 1 worked under tho sea at Seahatn 
Harbour.
731. What depth was the Seaham Harbour Colliery ? It was 500 yards aud over, I think. I cannot tell 
you the exact depth.
732. Did tho workings extend far under the sea when you were there ? I think they were something hko 
2 miles under the sea when I was there.
733. What was the system of working followed at that colliery ? The hord and pillar system. They
used to drive the bords 4 yards wide, and leave 12-yard pillars, and sometimes they would leave 60-yard 
pillars. '
734. That would be with tho object of taking that portion out afterwards ? Yes; I expect so.
735. In tho workings farthest under the sea from the pit bottom, was there any alteration in tho workings? 
There was not while I was there.
73G. You say they maintained 4-yard bores, with 12-yard pillars between ? Yes.
737. Were tliere larger pillars left in positions where the workings were farthest under the sea? I 
expect they were, but I could not swear.
738. Then you only had a general impression as to where you were working ? Yes.
739. Seaham Harbour is a large colliery, is it not? Yes. it is a large colliery.
740. Then in Burwood Colliery, Mr. Hinchcliffe, what is the system pursued ? Our present is S-yard 
bords and G-yard pillars, I suppose. But I don’t know the exact size of the pillars they reckon to leave.
741. Are the pillars left of a regular thickness in Burwood? Yes, so far as 1 know, but I only mind my 
own branch.

G.Hiriclicliffd.
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742. Well, arc your pillars left 6 yards thick? "Well, they are supposed to be, so far as I know,
743. It is no use saying they arc supposed to be—that is not an answer to the question. Are they so

10 A 1SSG ** ^ ca,Tmo*’ ans'wer you that question whether they are or are not.
n2'> ■ 744. Have you ever seen any pillars less than 6 yards there? "Well, I have never been through any of

the cut-through s,
745. Have you never cut through any? No. I do not know the exact width the pillars ought to be left. 
I have only been in-the shift since about three months back.
746. That is the upper seam ? Yes.
747. Have you any knowledge as to whether the Burwood Company intend to work out under the sea 
when they reach the east coast ? No, I have not.
748. If they did attempt that, do you think it would be very risky ? Yes.
749. 'Then, as to the present workings in the solid, have you any suggestions to make as to a more secure 
mode of working than they have adopted at that colliery ? No.
750. You think it is quite safe and secure ? Well, I could not suggest a better mode of working, so far 
as the interests of capital aud labour are concerned, with reference to safety.
751. You have had no experience in working the coal in any of the harbour collieries ? No, sir.
752. Have you formed any opinion of your own ns to the mode that should he adopted in working those 
collieries? I think that is a matter for the manager of a mine. If I were managing a mine I think 1 
should have some idea of the best method of working the coal for safety.
753. Thas is scarcely an answer, Mr. IlinchclifFe? Well, I can give you another one: I should drive 4- 
yard bords with 12-yard pillars, aud in coming hack I should cut them 6 yards and 4 yards.
754. You would split the pillars coming back ? Yes.
755. Would yon drive 4-yard bords, and leave large pillars as a precautionary measure ? Yes.
756. It involves no extra expense to leave large pillars ? No.
757. The miners would just as readily leave large pillars as small ones? Yes.
758. As a general answer to a general question, then, the opinion you have formed is that the safest 
course of procedure in working the coal in these harbour collieries would he to drive the bords 4 yards 
in width, and leave a large size of pillars in the first working, with the object of recovering a portion of the 
pillar in coming back ? Yes, that is my opinion.
759. Why would you suggest that the bords should bo driven 4 yards wide? Because the strata might 
vary under water, and it is difficult to know what yon might meet with. At the same time it is difficult 
for a man to determine which is tho best mode of working.
760. Still you consider fhat, ail things being equal, a 4-yard hord is safer than an 8-yard bord ? Yes. I 
would suggest that*. But you cannot say for certain.
761. I can understand what you are driving at—that is, the difficulty for a man to estimate the quality of 
the strata in advance of him. Is that not what you mean ? Yes ; that is why I say it is impossible to say 
definitely what is the best mode of working.
762. Have you looked into the economies of the question. Thodriving of 4-yard bords wouldentail consid
erable extra expense on the colliery ; would there, in consequence, bo any temptation for the management 
to drive them wide]1, and run a little risk in order to save money ? Well, they could cut them large or 
small, as they thought proper.
763. Would you advocate driving exploring drifts in advance ? That is one of the best means to follow, 
undoubtedly.
764. You would have these exploring drifts in different directions? Yes, and as far as 200yards in 
advance.
765. And what about cutting faults under water—have you had any experience of that? Well, yes.
766. What course should be pursued under those circumstances ? It is a question that one cannot 
answer definitely, because it is impossible to tell unless you see tho faults.
767. And yon mean that the way to see them is by means of exploring drifts, I suppose ? Yes.
768. You would urge great caution in approaching faults uuder water? Yes; you cannot be too cautious.
769. Have you ever seen any of those washouts on the Tyne, in tho Old Country ? Yes, but I was youug 
at the time.
770. But you know about them ? Yes.
771. You know that some of those old watercourses came down and cut through the coal-seams to a 
considerable depth—that is several hundred feet ? Yes.
772. And practically drowned out the collieries in which they occurred for a time? Yes. In my 

• experience of driving in shallow collieries in the Old Country, I have known us have to stop working one
side of a shaft in the winter time until the dry season set in. But the strata there seemed to bo poor.
773. Have you ever seen any deep fissures in the rocks overlying tho coal in the Newcastle District? No.
I have only seen one worth noticing: that is on the Burwood line here. '
774. Do you think, in working tho coal under the sea where tho surface of the rocks is exposed to the 
wasli of the surging water, there would be a chance of meeting with similar fissures under tlie sea to 
those which are exposed on tho shores? Yes; certainly yon would be as likely to meet them there as 
anywhere else.
775. And the occurrence of these fissures is one of the difficulties and dangers that may he encountered 
in working the coal under the sea ? Yes.
776. Have you any other suggestion to make as to the best mode of working or winning the coal under 
the tidal waters; that is, under tho harbour or the sea? Well, I think not. You sec 1 have only worked 
in Burwood Colliery.
777. And your replies are general replies ? Yes, ^ '
778. Mr. Ifeihon.] You have already said that you consider 8-yard bords sufficiently safe, so far as
your actual experience goes in the district, but you would suggest 4-yard bords under the sea—is that 
it ? Yes. '
779. Mr. Turnbull^] You say you worked at Seaham Harhour Colliery, at Home ? Yes. I worked at two 

■ collieries there. But it is thirty-five years ago, and my memory is not over clear about it.
780. And you have said that you worked 4-yard bords with 12-yard pillars ? Well, I did not 
measure them. I was speaking generally.
781. Who was the owner of the colliery you refer to ? I do not know.
782. Mr. Usher,'] Did vou live at Seaham Harbour ? No.

" - 783.
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783. Mr. Tarnbull.'l You know you have said a very serious thing, because I have a plan hero which
will show that no such system was followed ? 'Well, I have said that I did not measure them, and I was 
young at the time. _ _ _
784. But you should he very certain before you give evidence of that kind before tho Commission. I 
believe the least of the pillars were 2 chains square, aud some of them 3 chains. If you could tell us 
which pit it was 1 could prove it? I cannot tell you for certain.
785. Mr. Usher.1 Where did you lodge at Seaham Harbour ? I cannot remember. ■
78G. Did you work at Newfield? Yes.
787. Did you ever see drifts put in under the river-way there ? No. _
788. What pit did you work at in Nowfield? I forget the name of thopit; itis over thirty-five years ago
now since I worked there. But I think the pit I was at was called “ Newfield.” _
789. Mr. Jbnet.'] Having in view tho safety of the propei’ty and tho lives of the workmen, you think 
that the bords should not exceed 4 yards in width, and there should be large pillars left, irrespective of 
the cost ? Yes.
790. Mr. Swinburn.] You say you worked atI! Spittlcton,” in the Old Country ? Yes.
79L What depth was that shaft, do you know ? I do not.
792. What width of bords did they work there? I cannot answer that.
793. Can you tell us what pillars they left? X cannot answer that either. X was, as I have said, young 
at the time.
794. Mr. Dorics.] You have said you would recommend the adoption of a 4-yard bord system in approaching 
the sea—would that add anything to the getting price of the coal ? Well, I expect it would.
795. Can you get as much coal in a 4-yard bord as in an 8-yard bord ? No.
79G. Then you would want extra payment for working a 4-yard bord ? Yes.
797. Mr. Ourle;/.'} I believe the price is not agreed upon at Burwood just now ? Yes.
70S. Are you paid any price at all at present ? They are paid some rate, hut I do not know what.
799. They are paid something ? Yes.
800. Mr. Thomas.] You have seen rocks overlying the seam at Burwood in different parts ? Yes.
801. Do you see any difl'erenco between them, as to quality and solidity, compared with what you have 
seen at Homo ? Yes.
802. "What difference have you noticed ? They seem to he more broken up here,
803. Then, from that, would there be more danger in working under tho sea hero than at Home ? Yes ; 
X think so,
804. Mr, Turnbull.] Wbat part of tho rocks did you examine on the Seaham coast at Home ? I was so 
youug I Aid not notice tlie strata. A man takes more notice of these things as he gets older.
805. How do you know the strata are more broken up here than at Home ? Because I have gone along 
the cliffs at Homo, although I did not notice particularly what kind of rock it was.

The witness withdrew.

Mr. Gt. 
Hinchcliffe.

10Auf^l886.

Thomas Hogarth sworn and examined :—■
806. President.] You arc a miner, and at present employed at Burwood, I believe ? Yes. Mr
807. How long have you been a miner, Mr. Hogarth ? About thirty-five years. Hogarth
808. Where have you been following your occupation ? in the Old Country, in Victoria, and New South
Wales. 10 Aug., 1886.
809. In wbat part of the Old Country ? Hexham.
810. Have you, in the Old Country, ever worked under the sea? X have not worked under the sea, but I 
have worked under tidal water.
SIX, Was tlie colliery a deep one in which you worked under tidal water ? No ; it was a shallow colliery 
■—Kourstone.
812. What depth was it? About 1.00 feet under the Tyne.
813. Was the system adopted the bord and pillar system ? Yes.
814. What was the width of the bords ? 4-yard bords.
815. That was the district width ? Yes.
816. And what pillars did yon leave? 6-yard.
817. Did you work in any other mine in the north of England ? No.
818. Only in Eourstono ? Yes.
819. What collieries have you been working in in this Colony ? I have worked in tho Glebe, and I have
worked a few shifts in Maryville. '
820. Do you know tho quality of tho surface that overlies the coal in Maryville ? No; X was only 
working there about five shifts.
821. Why did you leave ? Well, I thought it was not safe to stop.
822. Why did you think it was unsafe ? X thought there was not a sufficiently good roof above us.
823. Before you came to the conclusion that it was unsafe, did you not consider within yourself why the .
mine was not safe—that is to say, what rendered it unsafe ? Well, I thought it was unsafe, because there 
was no rock above. *
824. I asked you first if you knew the thickness of the surface ? No ; I was uot asked that question.
825., Do you know the thickness ? No.
826. But you know there was no rock above the coal ? Yes.
827. Aud I suppose you had a general knowledge as to wbat depth it was ? No.
828. Suppose 1. told you that it was 135 feet to the coal, and that that represented tho thickness of tho 
surface deposits, would that alter your opinion as to the safety of the mine ? No.
829. Would it confirm your opinion that it was unsafe? Yes; I think it would be unsafe from my way 
of thinking.
830. Supposing I told you there was 100 feet of clay above tbo coal, would that alter your opinion ? No.
831. What effect would clay have in tlie event of a fall in the roof? Well, there are different sorts of 
clay. Some would run,
832. That is mud—it is not clay at all. XV here were you working in Maryville ? In No. 5 heading.
833. Where is that situated? On the north side of the shaft.
834 Wbat character had the roof in that part ? They were leaving the top coal up; that is all the roof 
we had there. They took the bottoms out, and left the top coal iu.
835. Do you know what overlies the top coal ? No ; 1 do not, 836.
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836. Was it a pood roof? It was a middling roof.
837, What width of hords were you driving ? 6-yard bords.

in a iaan 838. Did that give you a measure of safety over 8-yard bords ? Yes, over 8-yard bords.
0Aug., 1886. ̂ cj jjjd jj; afford a sufficient measure of safety, iu your opinion ? .No; not to my mind.

840. Wbat would you consider a safe width to drive the hords in Maryville ? I should say 4-yard 
bords and 12-yard pillars myself. It could do no harm, and they could split the pillars coming back.
841. You had a feeling of insecurity at Maryville ? Yes; all the time I was working there.
842. Did you express that feeling to any of your fellows ? No; I did not.

. 843. You just bottled it up within yourself, and looked out for another place ? Yes.
844. Did you work in any other parts save the one you have mentioned ? No ; only that one.
845. Did anyone give you an opinion as to the character of the roof at Maryville ? Yes; the man who 
worked in the next hord to me.
846. Did yon know his name ? No. _
847. Did he leave the place also ? Yes ; at the same time that I did.
848. And you do not know his name? No. _ .
849. How long did he work there ? I do not know, but I think about the same time as I did.
850. What is the width of bords in Burwood? 8-yard bords. _
851. And you leave what thickness of pillars? The pillars are of different thickness. Where I am working
now there is an 11-yard pillar. ,
852. What is the reason of that ? I do not know. I have not been in the habit of travelling about the pit.
853. What is the average size of the pillars? G yards.
854. Does that mean less than 6 yards in reality ? There are some loss than that and some more.
855. When you say the bords are driven 8 yards wide, does that mean more than 8 yards in reality ? No ;
not where I am working. _
856. If you work the bords wider than 8 yards, is a fine imposed? Not that I have heard as yet.
We are marked off if we exceed the measure. _
857. Then, generally speaking, the bords are 8 yards, and the pillars 6 yards ? Yes,
858. Do you know the depth of the colliery ? No. _

. 859. Supposing it were determined to work under tho sea, would you consider 8-yard bords and 6-yard
pillars a safe system of working? No ; not to work under the sea. _
860. What would you suggest? I would suggest 4-yard bords and 12-yard pillars.
861. And you would suggest that to attain what? The safety of the men. _
862. Have you come to any conclusion as to the cost of working a colliery with 4-yard bords aud 12-yard
pillars ? That I am not prepared to go into ; that is the manager's lookout. _
863. Do not you think that the men should also look at that point; if they make a suggestion, is it not 
reasonable that they should count the cost too ? I do not see that the men have anything to do with it, 
except to look after their own safety.
864. Have yon been working in Stockton or Bullock Island ? No. . .
865. Have you had any conversation with any of your fellows as to either of these collieries ? N o.
866. Have you come prepared to make any other suggestion as to the safest mode of working the 
Newcastle coal-seams under the sea or harbour ? The only conclusion I can come to is that the best
way would bo to leave it alone. .
867. Have you noticed any of the rocks along the beach showing fissures ? Yes, I have noticed them.
868. And would there be the same chanco of meeting those fissures in the rock under the sea? Yes; 
of course
869. Do you know the cause of fissures ? A pressure of water would cause fissures in soft rock. _
870! Then, looking to the uncertainty that exists, and the difficulties that may be met with in working the 
coal under the sea, you would suggest a system of narrow bords and large pillars ? Yes. _
871. Do you consider that narrow bords, generally speaking—of course there are exceptions to cvery 
mle, but speaking in a general waydo you consider that a greater measure of safety can bo attained by 
driving narrow bords than by driving wide bords ? I should think a narrow bord could be better timbered, 
and would give more security-.
872. Do you consider that greater safety and stability can be attained by leaving large pillars. Un,
yes; there is no doubt about that at all. ,
873. Practically then your suggestions are that to ensure safety extra precaution should be taken in the 
direction of maintaining narrow bords and leaving large pillars ? Yes.
874. And what about exploring drifts in advance of the working-bords? Do you mean under the sea? 
S75. Yes; or under any place where more than ordinary danger exists? 1 should suggest a bore 30
or 40 yards ahead all the way. . i i
876. Have you ever seen a bore 40 yards ahead of a bord ? No ; but I would put one 20 yards ahead
at least. ,
877. That is, in approaching any known quantity of water ? Yes. .
878. But where approaching the unknown, is it necessary ? Yes ; I should think it necessary to keep 
a bore ahead to look out for fissures.
879. You do not want to establish an arbitrary rule ? No. _
880. Mr. N'rAlfion.) How far is the Fourstone’Colliery from Hexham ? About 4 miles west.
88L What is the width of the Tyne at that particular spot, opposite the colliery ? It is about 200 yards 
wide opposite the colliery. The water was not above 2 feet or 3 feet deep except at flood-time.
882. Did they drive under the Tyne ? Yes.
883. How wide did they go ? About 10 feet.
884. Was there more than one drive ? No ; only one drive,
885. Did they work any bords under the Tyne ? Yes; they worked a good deal under the Tyne.
886. And you say they left only G.yard pillars ? Yes, 6-yard pillars.
887. Was there any fall-in extending to the surface there ? No ; not in my time.
888. Was it well timbered, or was brick used ? There were two headings of brick under the Tyne.
889. President.] They were arched with brick ? Yes.
890. Mr. Davies.'] You have worked at the Glebe, have you not ? Yes.
891. You know that extensive falls have taken place there ? Yes.
892. Do you know the cause of these falls ? Well, I think it was through cutting away the pillars too 
much; that is my idea of it.

90
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89a. How many falls were there ? About four or live, or sis. Mr.
894*. And were they all the result of robbing the pillars ? Tes. T. Hogarth,
895. AVas not the Glebe supposed to be worked on the same principle as Burwood ? Tes—8-yard bords 1(lT *
aud 4-yard pillars. 10 Au6-' 18®>■
890. President.~\ In Burwood they have 6-yard pillars ? Tes—where we are now.
897. Mr. Davies.] At the Glebe, was there anything like strict supervision kept over the men, with a view 
to keeping the pillars of stated width ? Well, no. I have seen four or five bords there whore you could 
talk to one another between the bords, from one to the other.
898. Might not the same thing occur at Bullock Island. Is a strict supervision kept there, or do they
measure your bords at regular intervals ? 1 think they are generally measured about two or three times
a week; but I do not make a practice of running about the pit, as I do not know anybody there.
899. Then you say you would like to see 4i-yard bords, with 12-yard pillars, in workings under the sea ?
Tes.
900. Would that entail any more labour on the miner? Tes; it would entail more labour on the miner, 
no doubt.
901. And he would want a higher price then ? I expect so.
902. Mr. Curley.] How long did you work in the Newcastle Coal-mining Company’s pit ? On and off, 1 
worked there eight or nine years. It is about eleven years since I went to it first, but I have been away 
from tho district since then.
903. Did you ever make any close observations underground when these falls took place? The only 
observations I made were of the first one, when it was examined to see if it had shifted at all,
904. What did you notice ? We thought it had gone in altogether one night, and we went up to see 
what was the matter, or if anything was wrong.
905. Did any stone come down ? No ; I did not notice any stones.
906. Did you notice that the sides were crushed in any way ? No.
907. What size were the pillars at the shaft bottom ? When they started away the bords they were sup
posed to be 4-yard pillars, but some wore 2 yards, and even 1 yard.
908. How were your main roads protected? There were 7- or 8-yard pillars between the bords.
909. President.] Did tbe falls come over that P The first fall came over a big pillar.
910. Mr. Curley?] Was it a 7-yard pillar? Tes.
911. What did the other falls come over ? They came over 4-yard pillars.
912. President?] Or what were supposed to be 4-yard pillars ? Tes, they were supposed to be.
913. Mr. Thomas.] Do you think, under the circumstances, that a colliery proprietor could make it pay 
to work with 12-yard pillars and 4-yard hords ? Well, I cannot say that.
914. Have you considered that all ? I am'not here for the masters—I am here for the men.
915. President.] I beg your pardon. Ton do not come here for that purpose. You come here to give
us your opinion. '
916. Mr. Jones?] You have admitted that the carrying out of your suggestion would incur a higher rate 
of hewing ? No ; I did not admit that. I said to Mr. Davies, “ I expected it would.”
917. W ould that be a sufficient justification for not carrying out your suggestion ? I cannot say whether
it wrould or not. J
918. Should not the safety of the men be the paramount, the first consideration? Yes.
919. Mr. Usher.] Wherein would the extra cost he ? Tho yardage.
920. Wherein would the safety he as regards the 12-yard pillars? Wbll, you would have the strong 
pillars to fall back upon.
921. What danger would you anticipate from working under the sea ? The danger of the water coming in.
922. Would it not be as likely to break in wbile splitting tbe pillars coming back as in driving 4-yard
bords and leaving a smaller and similar size of pillars ? There would be danger of the water breaking in 
that way no doubt. 6
923. Mr. Davies.] I would like to he a little more clear on the question of cost. I understood you to say 
that if the mode of working was reduced you would require a higher price—that you would get as much 
money in a 4-yard bord, simply having the tonnage, as you would get in an 8-yard hoard ? No, you 
would not,
924. You would save yardage or increased tonnage? Tes. '
925. President.] Do you get any yardage in tho North of England for 4-yard bords? I never worked on 
the coal there ; 1 was wheeling.
926. Dp you know whether yardage was paid for 4-yard bords ? No, I do not,

Gurley^ y°u know if there is any way in which this difficulty could be met—that is, the 
additional payment for yard work, and so on ? Not just now.

The witness withdrew.
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Wm. Fenwick sworn and examined
928. President.] You are a miuer ? Tes. Mr. _
929. "Where employed at present ? At Maryville. Fenwujt*
930. How long have you been working at Maryville ? I have been working there since tho 20th of
January last. au aug., rocro.
931. And before that, where were you working ? On the Bondi sewerage works.
932. Before that, where were you employed ? I worked over this district and Greta,
933. Then you have been a miner from your youth ? Yes, from my birth almost.
934. How long have you been iu tbe Colony ? Since 1872.
935. Aud before that? At Cleveland, Yorkshire; and I worked at Durham, in “ Coxhai,” aud “ICelhce.”
936. Have you ever worked under the sea or any important rivers ? Yes, hut not at coal-mining.
937. At what were yon working? On railway contlaets.

what iVaEI tIlC syst?m a(loPted where you worked at Durham ? Much tho same as here: bord and pillar.
939. was there any difference in the thickness of the pillars there? Tes, a little. I have seen in a 
place called “ Jenkin’s” a pillar worked up so close that it fell.
940. That was in a shallow colliery? Tes.

941.
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Mr. _ 941, Have you ever-worked in any deeper collieries at Home? Tes ; about tbe same as these here.
■W. FcnwicV. 942. What size pillars were left ? Prom G yards to 8 yards.

943. Did you ever work in any very deep collieries at Home ? Hot very deep ones. _
1 ug., 886. y0U aware whether in the deeper collieries of England the pillars are proportioned to the

depth ? Yes; I think I know what you mean—that iSj the deeper the colliery is the less weight there is 
on the roof. _ ',
945. I do not mean that. I mean that tlie deeper the colliery is the greater the weight on the pillars ? 
I do not believe in that.
94G. Do you not. Well, your belief in this ease is not of much consequence, because what I put to you 
is a matter of fact. You say you have been working in Maryville since January ? Yes,
947. You work G-yard bores and leave 4-yard pillars there, do you not ? Yes.
943. Are the pillars in any cases less than 4 yards ? They may be in some cases, but they are not sup
posed to be.

1 949. That is the rule of working? Yes. _ .
950. Are you satisfied with the -width of bords and size of pillars left in Maryville? Well, I do not
think the pillars have much to do with it. In soft coal especially the bords always snip off by the pillar. 
I never saw a bord break down in the centre. I do not think the pillars have an atom to do with it under 
the new mode of working.
951. Then, you would advocate narrower bords? Ho ; I do not think so.
952. Would you approve of wider bords then? Well, it is hard to say.
953. In tho regular workings, in the bottoms, where the top-coal is left in for a roof, what would you advo
cate as to width of bords and size of pillars ? I should say 8-yard bords instead of 6 yards. _
954. Eor what reason ? Because you-nmuld get more coal out, for one thing. I think the top-coal, if
properly timbered, is sufficient to carry all above it.
955. Will timber last forever? Ho, of course not. _ _ _
95G. How would you renew it. How would you propose to renew tbe timber in a colliery covering 
a number of square miles in extent ? By putting new timber in it as the old decays. -
957. Is that possible ? It is, sir.
958. But the timber, as it decayed, would lot the unsupported roof come down. I am talking about the 
old bords. How would you propose to renew tbe timber there ? Well, you could let the top ground come 
in, the same as I have seen.
959. Do you know what you aro talking about—are you speaking of collieries with solid strata above the 
workings, or with mud and sand and clay overhead ? I am taking the case of Maryville. s
9G1). AV ould you propose to let in the whole of the surface ? Certaiuly, as she has already come in in many 
places.
CGI. In how many ? I cannot say how many.
962. Could you say a dozen ? Ho ; I cannot say a dozen.
9G3. Or half a dozen ? I will not say even half a dozen. But I believe if I said a dozen, or over that, I 
should not be telling an untruth.
9G4. Tell us one place ? There are three or four places in E heading.
9G5. Is it east or west of the shaft? It is south of the shaft.
0G6. It cannot be south of the shaft—the washout comes in south of the shaft. There are no headings 
there ? I do not know the exact bearings.
967. Is it going towards Thorsby’s Creek ? It is going towards the Chinamen’s gardens.
9GS. One side of the shaft is east and the other w'est ? On one side there is no work going on, and on the 
other side to that you go in and turn to the left, and then to the right again, and that is about as near as 
I can tell you the position.
969. That is going towards Throsby’s Creek. Are there falls in there ? Yes.
970. And tho surface comes down ? Yes.
971. Were they large falls? The bords where the top had come down caved in.
972. Mr. Thomas.) Had the work to be abandoned? They wrere worked out before they fell.
973. JPresid/mf.') What came down ? A. kind of clay—saud first, and then the clay. I have never seen any 
rock. As the bords were worked put the tops were taken, and they came down one by one. They all 
break down by tbe rib or pillar side. I never saw one break down in the centre.
974. The reason is very obvious, there being no solid strata above to retain the surface. Then you would 
advocate that the pillars and tops should all be taken out, and the surface let down ? Ho ; I do not.
975. Then what do you advocate? I cannot offer any opinion with regard to the tops, because the now- 
system has not sufficiently far advanced. The old mode of -working the bottoms I considered perfectly 
safe. Hot so the new mode. I believe my bord is the first under the new method of workingthe coal.
976. What is the new mode ? Working the tops first.
977. Why do you consider it unsafe ? Simply for this reason : There is what they call a hand in the 
borehole that goes up to the rock. This band has got to he split in Maryville to give us 5 feet of coal to 
work for 4s. 2d. a ton—that is, split up to what they call the “ chitter.” I have gone up to within 4 inches 
of it; and that 4 inches is not sufficient to hold it up, no matter how you timber. When the weight comes 
on the coal will break and let the “chitter” down.
978. Generally speaking, you think the way to obviate that is to work the bottoms first, and then 
come back and work a portion of tho tops ? Yes; that is the only safe plan.
979. Do you prefer S-yard bords to G-yard bords, as a matter of safety ? Either 8- or 6-yard hords would 
do, but I consider 8-yard bords would be quite safe.
980. Would they be safer at 6 yards? I do not think they would ho a little bit safer.
981. Yon would work the bottoms first? Yes; and draw the tops coming back; and the men 
would then always have a safe let-out underneath the tops. Working the other way, if a fall took place, 
they would be entombed,
982. That is, you consider the present mode unsafe ? Yes.
983. Do they propose to work the bottoms afterwards ? I do not believe they will ever get to the 
bottoms again.
984. As to the size of the pillars, Mr. Fenwick, what would you propose with regard to that ? I do 
not think the size of the pillars has a great deal to do with it,
985. But where there is a good roof? The roof is not good there, and when you get through the chitter
it is clay and shingle bed. 986.
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980. ’WodH you timber it ? It can be timbered; I could secure it for myself, but I would not be answer
able for anyone else.
987. "Wbat proposition would you Hire to put before tbe Commission as to the most safe and secure 
method of working Maryville Colliery ? I would work the bottoms first, sir, and draw the tops back.
988. It is not a bad old custom that. And what about pillars ? 4-yard pillars I believe to be sufficient.
989. Have you worked in any of the bords in Maryville approaching the washout? 1 have driven the 
headings there in the washout.
990. Was it difficult to drive across the wash? Not in the least. It was fair ground.
991. Just the clay ? Yes ; it is good ground, provided you work it in the right way.
992. You should not trust too much to it? You ought not to trust to it at all, but keep your timber 
ahead of you all tbe time.
993. The clay you meet there is ordinary puddle clay, I suppose ? Yes—a good standing clay.
994. In the coal beyond that wash, is the roof the same as in other parts of the colliery ? The top coal 
is rather soft.
995. How do you account for that ? The only way I can account for it is by reason of the fault, because I 
kuow the part^ that followed us, after our cavil was up, lost the top coal altogether. I cannot say how it 
stands now.
996. “With regard to Stockton and Bullock Island, have you formed any opinion as to the mode of 
working those colleries? No ; I have not thought of that at all.
997. Have you thought of the best mode of working tbe coal under the sea or harhour ? No.
998. Mr. Thomas.] How many bords are working the tops? There are two bords there going into tho 
tops proper; but there are other hords working the tops where the bottoms have been worked first.
999. President.] And as the tops are worked tho roof falls ? It has done in some of the bords, but 
not all.
1000. But will eventually ? Yes.
1001. Mr. Curley.] How many places are engaged working the tops first? From No. 10 bord up to 
No. 18 bord will be doing so.
1002. But how many at present ? Only two bords in tbe one heading.
1003. Do you consider that mode of working unsafe ? Yes.
1004. Did you ever ask the Inspector of Collieries to make an inspection of those workings? We have 
done so, and he refused.
1005. President.] In what way ? I think Mr. Curley received a communication on that point, We wrote 
to the Inspector of Collieries when this new mode of working was introduced, asking him to inspect this 
colliery ; and the reply received was that he had written to the Esaminer of Coal-fields (Mr. Mackenzie), 
who also wrote, saying that they could not act in the matter, as they would he placing a responsibility ou 
the Government.
1006. You were asking for more than inspection, I am afraid? I do not think so, sir, hut Mr. Curley will
he able to satisfy you on that point. ■
1007. We cannot accept it from Mr. Curley, who is one of the Commission—it must come from you? Well, 
that is as near as I can explain it.
1008. Have you ever seen Mr. Mackenzie at Maryville since you have worked there? No.
1009. Have you seen the Inspector of Collieries there ? Yes. He was down there last Saturday.
1010. Mr. Davies.] The Inspector you refer to is Mr. Dixon ? Yes—Mr. John Dixon.
1011. You wrote to him in the first instance P Yes ; and he wrote to Mr. Mackenzie.
1012. Can you produce the correspondence ? Yes ; it can he produced. Mr. llobb has it, and he can give 
you all information on that point.
1013. Is this going to be a general system—working the tops and leaving the bottoms behind? Yes.
1014. And you do not think it is safe ? No. I could make myself safe in a practical way of working, but
there are dozens of men who could not make themselves safe. You know the slovenly way in which 
miners often timber; they do not take precautions for their own safety so long as they can got a skin of 
coal. *
1015. Does not the overseer caution them ? I have heard the overseer in several cases caution the men, 
and they laugh at it,
1016. Does he do his duty in this respect ? He does his duty as far as that goes, but does not caution
them in all cases. He has a good deal to do. *
1017. Are the hords of the same width under the new system as they were under the old system? So 
far as I can say of my own knowledge it is ; but I believe the intention is to work them wider.
1018. Do 1.understand that after giving a groat deal of consideration to this matter you believe the new 
mode of working the tops to be unsafe ? Yes.
1019. But you can keep yourself safe yon say, and if the other men used the same precautions I suppose 
they could keep themselves safe? No; I do not say that.
1020. Then you are not safe ? Tlie reason is that the miners are so slovenly in timbering.
1021. Are they not under tho supervision of the deputies ? Yes ; but tbe deputy is not always there.
1022. Would it add to the safety of working if the deputies set the timbers instead of the miners ? Well, 
I cannot say that, because sometimes tbe deputies are rather behind hand in coming forward, and a man 
might be killed through delay.
1023. Have you known of any accidents of that kind ? No.
1024. Mr. Swinburn^ You think that in working tkese places it would be much better for the miner to
timber bis own place for his own safety? Yes. •
1025. And if the deputy had reason to find fault with a man for not timbering his bord he could demand 
that it should be done according to the rules, 1 suppose ? Yes.
1026. Isa deputy or the overseer not j ustified in sending a man out of the pit for carelessness in this respect ?
Yes. ^

Mr.
W. Fenwick.

10 Aug., 1886,

1027. Mr. Jones.] You have stated that you consider the new system of working is unsafe P Yes.
1028. And to secure safety you suggest that the bottoms should he worked first and the tops taken out
afterwards ? Yes. *
1029. But would not the tops fall in -just tho same by working the bottoms first, as you say it is impossible to 
keep the roof up? Well, you see there is a matter of 3 feet of Morgan there, and jerry, Ac., and 4 feet

of
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w J^r' ., tops, which form a good stay for the roof, and if that is timbered in working the bottoms, I do not think 
w. d enwict. jj. woui^ eome in at a]]. .

10Aug.,188C. ^>rc!S^cnt-] Iu what manner would that add to the general safety ? Ton hare already admitted that 
’ ‘ the timber is not everlasting, and you have known many falls to take place there—would not that bring

down the whole in the course of time ? I have never known more than one bord to fall at one time, or 
even to go over a pillar. After being worked the bord would break away by the pillar, and fall and crumble 
for a time, and eventually come down. But 1 have not known more than one at a time to come down.
1031. Then wherein is the mine unsafe? Isay the present mode is unsafe. In driving a bord 6 yards
wide, under the present system of working the tops, you do not know the moment the ground is going to 
fall behind you, and block you in. -
1032. Ton mean it is unsafe to the particular worker ? Tes.
1033. Did you observe any water come in with any of these falls you have spoken of? iNb.
1034. Then the falls to he expected would not imperil the lives of the workmen generally ? iSo; not on 
the present system.
1035. 'Well, then, I am to argue from that there is no danger apprehended generally through the unsafety 
of the mine ? No; not in that way.
1036. It is only individual danger you refer to ? Tes; that is all.
1037. Mr. Nejlson.~\ Do you think the top and bottom coal can be worked with safety as you propose— 
you consider it would bo a waste of valuable property to leave the bottom coal ? I do.
1038. Mr. Usheri\ How long ago is it since you worked at Coxhoe and Kelhoe? I worked there in 1854.
1039. What seam did you work in ? I worked in the main seam.
1040. What depth was the shaft there ? I cannot say now.
1041. How thick was the seam ? About 4 feet.
1042. What size bords and pillars was the rule there ? I did not work in a bord there.
1043. At Kelhoe, what seam did you work ? I worked in what they call the main coal.
1044. In which of the Kelhoe pits did you work? Near DeafhiU.
1045. What size of pillars were there? I do hot remember,
1046. At Kelhoe and Coxhoe they used to draw the bords as quickly as they could wall through, did they 
not ? Tes; there was no background left there.
1047. Mr. Swmbum.\ Have you been in Maryville lately ? Tes ; I was there on Saturday last.
1048. Have you noticed any"timber standing there ? Tes; there is timber standing in No. 7 bord, “F” 
heading.
1049. Did you notice any signs of pressure there ? No ; some of ihe props had canted a little, that is all,
1050. Have you noticed a bord half worked in the old pit ■with the props 3 or 4 feet apart all the way 
down? Tes ; I have noticed that.
1051. How much would it take to repair all that ? Not much.
1052. If you had to retimber that yourself, it would not cost very much ? No, not a great deal. There
arc places I have retimbered when I was working shift work at Maryville. I cannot see much danger 
attached to it. The witness •withdrew.

94 ItOl'AXi COMMISSION ON COJJJKEIES—MINUTES OF ETIDENCE.

John Kobb sworn and examined :—
Mr. 1053. President.1 Ton arc a miner, Mr. Itobb ? Tes.

. Robb. 1054. Are you working at Maryville? I am not working at Maryville at present, I was about five months
loT--------' there. ‘ ■'

«g.,18S6,1055, What part of tho mine were you working in ? I cannot exactly say, but I think it was to the west.
1056. Were you working towards the wash-out ? Tes.
1057. Ton worked in the headings that pierced the wash-out ? Tes.
1058. Was the roof good ? It was not very good as it went towards the wash-out. It got worse.
1059. Tou leave the top coal on ? There is no top coal where I have been working; that is, there is a
little; hut as sand lies on the top of it, it is impossible to take it out.
1060. Tou timbered it very close ? Tes, in this heading.
1061. What width of bords did you drive in Maryville ? The onl3r width I wrought was 6 yards.
1062. Would you advocate wider bords than that ? 1 cannot say I would advocate wider bords.
1063. Have you more faith in wide bords than in narrow hords—which would you prefer in Maryville ? 
Weil, Maryville is a curious sort of a pit to work ; but to work it for tlie safety of the men, without any 
danger whatever, I would work with a narrow hord.
1064. The hords worked in Maryville are 6 yards wide, and the pillars are left 4 yards wide. Have you 
ever seen any pillars less than 4 yards wide ? I have seen pillars there 2 yards wide,
1065. Do you consider a 2-yard pillar safe or unsaie ? Well, in the case of a colliery like Maryville, a 
4-yard pillar would be much safer than a 2-yard pillar.
1066. Then you have more faith to place in wide pillars than in thin pillars ? Well, as to that, in Mary
ville the size of the pillars does not count much, owing to the soft roof; it comes away by the pillar. If 
it was a hard roof—rock—then a large pillar would of course hold it better. But in Maryville there is 
nothing but the soft stuff above it.
106/. Ihen, dealing with Maryville as it stands—it is, as you say, a peculiar colliery—would you place 
more confidence in a narrow Lord than in a wide bord ? I am not going to say it is unsafe to work in the 
bords that are going now—that is 6-yard bords—but a place 6 feet or 8 feet would uot he so dangerous 
as a place 6 yards or 8 yards wide, because in the former ease there would be no weight on it, and it could 
not come away.
1068. Considering the thickness of the clay above tho coal, how would you suggest that colliery should be 
worked ? Well, I consider that 6-yard bords are not very wide, but they are quite wide enough.
1069. I should like a more direct answer than that—state the width you would suggest? I mean it is 
not very wide for the men.
1070. Never mind that. It is the security and safety of the mine we are considering at present ? Well, 
if you are going into the question of safety, 1 do not think hords of any width at all are very safe at 
Maryville.
1071. Did you have a feeling of insecurity at Maryville ? Tes.
1072. For what reason ? 1 feared this place at the wash-out. There is nothing over that to hold it.
There is not sufficient support for the roof.
1073. Have you ever seen any falls of the roof at Maryville ? Tes. 1074,
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1074. "What came down ? Sand.
1075. Was it dry sand ? Yes. . . . .
1076. Did it run far ? Is’o, it did not run far. The only assurance 1 received in Maryville was the fact of
the sand being dry. If I had seen water I would not have worked in it for a day. u®'’ ‘
1077. There are two systems of working in Maryville: one is to work the bottom coal first, and take back 
the tops; aud the other is to work out the tops first. What is your opinion as to these modes of working ?
My opinion is that there is more danger in leaving the bottom coal.
1078. Do you think it would be to the safety of the men, and more profitable to the masters, if they were
to adopt the system of taking the bottom coal first, and taking what they want of the tops ? As far as 1 
can learn the bottoms do not pay to work, and that is why they are going for the tops. _
1079. Have you called the attention of the Inspector of Collieries to this new mode of working ? Yes;
we wrote to him. 4
1080. AY hat did yon write to him ? I wrote to him asking him to eome and see to the safety of the miners,
and confer with the manager as to this new mode of working; and I got a reply from Mr. Dixon that I was 1 ' ‘
to rest assured that the matter would be looked into.
1081. And what next happened ? A. few days after that I got a letter from the Examiner of Coal-fields, 
stating that it would he imposing too much responsibility on. the Government to interfere in the matter; 
that it rested with the owners of the property alone.
1082. Will you hand in to the Commission a copy of the letter that you wrote to Mr. Dixon, with the
replies that you received both from Mr. Dixon and Mr. Mackenzie ? Yes. _
1083. Then, have you formed any general opinion as to the mode you would suggest for working these
collieries in order to ensure tho maximum of safety—take the case of Maryville first? Well, I have not 
taken that much into consideration, as 1 did not think of coming before this Commission. _
1084. Do you think you could alter the opinions you have expressed already with regard to Maryville ?
I do not think so. ...
1085. Have you formed any opinion as to the working of any of the other collieries adjacent to the
harbour? I have not been in any of the others, and I only started in Wickham and Bullock Island on 
Saturday. _ ...
1086. How is it worked ? I ha’fe only been in my own place. The pillar I have seen 1 do not believe is 
6 yards.
1087. Can you say it is not 6 yards? Judging from my eye, I am certain it is not 6 yards, hut I have not 
measured it.
1088. AVbat size would you say it is ? About 4 yards. _ _
1089. Is the roof satisfactory in Bullock Island ? So far as I have seen, it is.
1090. You have only worked there one day ? A part of two days.
1091. Then you can make no suggestions as to Bullock Island? Ho; 1 cannot as to Bullock Island.
1092. A^ou agree that the best mode of working Maryville for tho safety of the men would he to break 
the tops coming hack ? Certainly ; it is a great deal safer, because, instead of going in with the danger, 
you are leaving the danger behind you.
1093. Mr. Jones.'] During the time you have worked at Maryville, have you heard any of tho men express
a fear of danger in working that colliery ? I cannot name them, but I have heard some of the men say it 
was dangerous, and T have neard men outside say they would not work in the pit. 1 heard a bad report 
of it before I went there. I was told that when tlie sand fell the water would rush in and close up five or 
six bords. But in the first fall I saw the hord was quite dry. _
1094. Then you did not leave Maryville in consequeuce of any feeling of insecurity''? No; it was not 
for that. I left because I could not get work. I think a practical man ought to he able to make his 
own place safe. •
1095. 3fr. Davies.] Is the carelessness of others not a source of danger to you ? No, not from what I 
have seen. Because, even if others were careless, I could make myself safe, as far as I have seen of 
Maryville.
1096. Supposing there was a large quantity of water there ? In that case I would not stop there two days.
1097. President.] So far as you have seen, there is no water? I saw no water. If there was water on
the top it would come in, and it will come in if they work under water. _
1098. Mr. Davies.] AYas there any discussion amongst tho men as to the safety of the mine ? There was 
when it was decided to work the top coal.
1099. And it was left to the Inspectors ? Yes.
1100. And nothing was done ? Yes ; nothing was done.
1101. Has anything been said about it since? Yes ; a meeting was held, and it was thought to publish
it in the paper, and Mr. Curley was written to, to see what he could do in the matter, and there the 
matter ended. _ _
1102. Do you consider the mine is a safe one to work in? That is a peculiar question.
1103. President.] It is a very simple question? AYell, a man has to consider himself.
1104. Mr, Davies.] I ask you if you consider Maryville a safe colliery to work in ? That depends upon
coming to tbe sand. _ ^ _
1105. President.] How do yon know it must come to the sand ? You must weigh all the circumstances
at one time, and give a general answer, without modification or qualification. _
1106. Do you think there is danger in working at Maryville ? That depends upon what is above.
1107. President.] There is about 100 feet of clay, and the rest is sand ? I may hear that, hut I do not 
know it for a certainty.
1108. Mr. Davies.] Did you not apprehend danger when you wrote to the Inspector ? Well, that was 
the general termination of a discussion at the meeting that was held.
1109. AYhat was your individual opinion? My individual opinion was that when the sand came down 
some one would be buried in it. But I can only speak for myself as to the danger.
1110. Then you thought it was safe to work in, so far as you wore concerned ? I could make myself safe 
—yes.
1111. I would like to get an answer, yes or no. AYas it a feeling of insecurity that prompted the meet
ing to ask you to write to tho Inspector ? Yes; it was from a feeling of insecurity. It was in considera
tion of the working of this top coal and leaving the bottoms, because it was felt that the top coal was 
hound to run out; we had had experience of this before, and it was tho fear of the men of this top coal. ■
running out that caused the men to take action. 1112.
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Mr, J. Robb. 1112, President.'] Tbo men had a doubt as to the safety of the jrroceeding ? Yes.
\ 1113. Mr. Davies.] But you arguo that if careful miners were employed there the place would be safe ? 

10 Aug., 1886, Uq . j would not say that. I say 1 could make it safe for myself. _ ^
1114. Mr. Gurley^] Have you worked in any of these places where they are working the tops first ? IN o.
1115. Then you cannot say whether it is safe or unsafe, so far as your own experience goes ? I know 
nothing about that, only where these places have been started on top of the bottoms. These places have 
all to go through the same ground, and as they approach the top it will, in my opinion, he dangerous. 
But the mischief would he confined to one place at a time in the absence of water; but if water was on 
top there would be danger as to the whole of the colliery.

The witness withdrew.

96 ROYAli COMMISSION ON COtLIEEIES—MINIITES OF EVIDENCE.

Cornelius Peters sworn and examined:—
Mr, C. Peters. 1116. President.] You were examined before, in the 3i'erndalo inquiry, Mr. Peters ? Yes.

r—1117. 'Where are you now employed ? At Maryville Colliery. 
lOAug.,1886. pus. How long have vou been engaged at that colliery ? About four months. _

1119. You aro an experienced miner, I believe ? Well, yes; I have been at it all my life. _
1120. Where aro you working in Maryville ? I am working in what they call the <l P ” heading.
1121. That is towards Throsby’s Creek ? Yes. . . ^ .
1122. Is your place towards the top of the heading? It is No. 10 bord, I think.
1123. Are vou working in the upper or lower coal ? The lower coal.
1124. Have you any fault to find with the roof? We are working underneath the top coal, I know 
nothing about tbe roof.
1125. What width of bords are you driving? 6-yard bords, with 4-yard pillars; that is, wc have been 
working G yards, but orders have been given to open out to 7 yards.
1126. Have the men in the next bords received the same orders? The next one to us has, but the one 
below is working in the tops.
1127. What size pillars will they leave? About 9 or 10 feet, I suppose.
1128. Have you ever been in any of the bords where the top coal is worked? I have boon in with a man
who was working them. _
1129. What did you think of that system ? I think it is safe enough as long as it stands up, but I have 
not seen much of the tops in Maryville.
1130. Do they work the tops going in ? There have been no tops worked going in; they are all worked 
out backwards.
1131. Do you consider that a safe enough system? Yes. .
1132. Is it within your knowledge that the system is altered, and that the top coal is to he worked going 
in ? It has just been commenced.
1133. What do you think of that system ? I do not think very much of it.
1134. Is that because you think the men have no chance of escape in case of a fall ? Yes.
1135. You would prefer working the bottom coal first, and the tops coming hack? Yes,
1136. Have you seen any of the soft roof come in at Maryville? Yes; there was one place a full 
occurred in “ E ” heading. The men had finished the tops in the afternoon, and when I was coming in on 
the front shift the bord came away. You could not soe it. It did not rush out into the heading, but 
jammed itself against tho coal.
1137. Did a large quantity of stuff come away ? Yes ; both sand and clay. By the noise it made 1 first 
concluded it was water, but it was the sand.
1138. No water came? No.
1139. And so long as there is no water on the surface you consider Maryville safe ? Yes, by working 
the tops coming hack.
1140. Have you any suggestion to make as to a more secure mode of working Maryville Colliery ? I do 
not know that I have.
1141. Are you satisfied with tlie width of bords ? Oh, yes; I do not think there is any particular danger
attached to the work there in any way. ‘
1142. Then you have no complaint to make or suggestion to offer? No.
1143. Have you any opinion to offer as to the working of Stockton or Bullock Island Collieries? No. I 
have not been down either of those collieries.
1144. And on that account you would not like to offer an opinon ? I should not like to offer an opinion 
upon a thing I have not seen or known anything about.
1145. Mr. JPeilson.] Does the tidal water rise over the place where the fall-in took place that you have
referred to ? Not that I am aware of. There is no tidal influence over any part of the surface of Mary
ville. .
1146. Mr. Davies.] Do you apprehend any danger, or do you consider Maryville a safe mine for men to 
work in ? "Well, I do not apprehend any danger under present circumstances, but I do not think the 
mine would be perfectly safe unless the men had another means of escape if necessary.
1147. President.] How long is it since Maryville was coaled, do you know ? I cannot say.
1148. Taking the men as you see them, and the mine as it is, Mr. Davies would like to know whether you 
consider the mine safe—a broad general question, to which we want a general answer? Well, I consider 
it would be safe, under the present system of working, if the men had another means of escape in tho 
event of anything happening.
1149. Do yon apprehend anything occurring? I cannot say that I have, unless anything should go 
wrong with the present shaft. I can give you one instance when 1 think the men were not altogether 
satisfied with the safety of tlie mine. It was when a bad boiler that was there started to leak, and orders 
came in for tho men to get out as quickly as possible. I was frightened, because I had been at Eerndale, 
and it naturally occurred to roc at the moment that wc were going to have a similar experience at Mary
ville, hut one of the deputies told mo that the boiler was leaking. When I came on to tbo main heading 
I saw the men rushing like madmen. The men at Eerndale had coolness enough to fetch their tools, hut 
these had left their tools behind in their hurry,
1150. But in a general way, you consider the workings safe? Yes ; that is, working tho present system 
of fetching the coal underneath the tops.

1151.
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1151. what about the new system of working the coal going in ? Mr opinion is that it would 
not be safe. “
H52. Mr. Usher.'] Have you reason to think that the Maryville shaft is not in a safe condition ? No, I 
have not, 10 Aug.,1886;
1153. Do you know whether the second shaft has been begun or not ? Yes; it has been begun. I think.
I was there about a month or six weeks ago, when it was down about 2 feet, I think, and it stands at that 
now.
1154. brom your experience at 1'erndale, have you no opinion to offer as to the working of Stockton or 
■Bullock Island collieries, which are similarly situated ? I do not know that ] have.
1155. You are a man of large experience, and have passed through some danger, and you ought to be 
competent to offer some kind of opinion P Well, it is a question I do not know much about. I con
sider that tbe mine is safe enough under present circumstances; but, as I have said, you want a moans of 
escape in case of emergency, because you never know what is going to happen in a place like Maryville.
1156. Mr. Thomas.] That is, you consider the old system safe, but condemn the new one ? Yes.
1157. Mr. Jones] Is that the reason the Inspector of Collieries was communicated with? I believe it 
was, so far that he should consult in connection with the management as to whether it would be safe 
or not.
1158. Mr. Curley.] Do you think it would be safe to work in that colliery under tidal waters ? No, I 
do not. Ifor one would not work in it under tidal water.
1159. Dor what reason would you not work there ? Because I should be afraid. In tbe case of the place 
I saw eome in at Maryville, had it been under tidal water T should have been lost, because there was no 
way of escape.
1160. What advantage would a second shaft be in sucb an emergency? Welt, if there was a second shaft 
in sucha ease, a man would at least stand a better chance. My opinion is that if the Derndale shaft hail 
been at the lower part of the workings very few of the men would have come out of that pit alive.

The witness then withdrew.
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Mr.
0. Peters.

Thonrns Williams sworn and examined :—
1161.
1162.
1163.
1164.
1165.
1.166.
1167.
1168.
1169.
1170.
1171.
1172.
1173.
there. " , ’
1174. Do you consider 6-yard bords sufficiently secure for the men ? Yes ; if they timber it properly it is,
1175. And if they do not? If they do not timber it, of course it will come in.
1176. Would it be more secure with 4-yard bords ? No ; I do not think so. .1. believe I could work it as
safe with a 6-yard bord as a 4-yard bord.
1177. You think so—are you sure ? I am quite certain that I could work it safely.
1178. Can other persons work it as safe in a 6-yard bord as a 4-yard bord? STes ; they ought to be
able to do so. ” "
1179. In the case of a colliery with solid strata over tbe coal, is that reasonable? Well, there are some 
places where there is strata above—as, for instance, where I am working.
1180. Does that improve the character of the roof where the strata comes in ? No ; it stood just as well
before. _
1181. Have you been in any of the bords where the top coal is worked ? Yes. I have not worked there, 
but I bave been in them.
1182. Do you mean where they are working the top coal going forward ? No, coming back.
1183. Which do you consider the safer mode ? I would sooner work the top coal going forward. There 
is still the coal roof left behind some 18 inches ; there is 3 feet of it altogether.
1184. What is the thickness of the top coal altogether ? I should say about 8 feet.
1185. What division of the fop coal is worked ? There are two bauds, and then the top band has a parting 
in it.
1186. Where is it worked up to ? It is worked up to the second band.
1187. That is 2 ft. 5 in. of coal, is that all ? I think there is more than that.
1188. The two bottom bands measure 3 ft. 3-J in., then there is a foot of coal and parting, and 18 in. or 
so of coal. Do you consider the 18 in. of coal sufficient to keep the roof in a 6-yard bord ? Yes.
1189. Suppose a fall took place in working the tops anywhere, how would you escape ? It could not if it
was well timbered. ‘
1190. But an eventuality might occur which no man could forsee? Well, there is a cut-through over
the pillars. '
1191. Suppose a fall took place between Ihe men and the cut-through. What I want to know from 
you is whether, in your opinion, it is safer to work the tops by breaking them coming back, or make a 
separate working of them, and work them going forward ? I think itis safer to work them going forward.
1192. Have you been long a coalminer? Yes; 1 worked for fourteen years in tbe A, A. Company.
1193. And before that ? I worked in the Burwood Colliery.
1194. Your experience has been gained in this district ? Yes.

991—N

President.] What is your occupation ? I am a miner.
Whore are you working at present? At Marvville.
Were yon at the sinking of any of those collieries ? I was at the sinking of Maryville. 
What do the surface deposits consist of ? Sand and shells on the top.
How many feet ? 32 feet.
And what next to that? A strong blue clav.
Had you any difficulty in sinking ? No. *
Yon met with no rock ? No ; all strong clay to tho coal.
Have you worked iu Maryville ever since ? Tes, ever since.
]n what part of the workings? I am working down the cross-cut now.
Is that towards the creek ? It is going towards the Chinaman’s.
In Maryville, they work 6-yard bords. I believe? Tes.
Is your bord 6 yards ? J have been doing shift work lately, but I bave worked in 6-vard

Mr.
T. Williams, 

10 Aug.,1886.

bords

1195.
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- 1195. Mr. Turnbull.'] In working tlie top coal before you in tlmtway, are tbe bords generally boled into
T. Willjains. another heading ? Yes. & J

f**-*-*^ 1190. And if the hord catne down behind you, you could go into the other heading, "Would it be safe to 
10 Aug., 1886. work the tops in front if you had no way to get out? Well, yerf; I think if they timbered them up 

well it would be impossible for them to como down.
The President impressed upon the witness that this was a new system of working, without cut- 

throughs or anything of that kind.
1197. Mr. Turnbull!] Suppose you leave the bottom coal and take away the tops, do you consider it safe 
to work that way with no road out? Yes; I can work them safe.
1198. President!] That is, your opinion is that you could work them safe P Yes. I am now working one 
which has been started about three weeks.
1199. Mr. Thomas!] How many bords bave been opened on this new system F About twelve or fourteen,
I think. '
1200. President!] Are you quite sure? I cannot say bow many bords there arc.
1201. Mr. Thomas!] Are you quite sure there are more than two ? Ob, yes ; I think there are about
twelve of them just starting. ‘
1202. President.] But bave they started ? Yes, just started off the heading.
1203. Is that the main heading ? It is in No. 2 heading; what they call the “ G- ” heading and “ S”
heading. "
1204. Is it an ordinary heading or a winning heading ? It is oyerthc main heading furthest to the north.
1205. Mr. Jones!] If the tops were not split as you have spoken of, would fhat tend to keep up tbe roof? 
I did not say so. There is about IS inches of it there ; they had a mind to split it but did not do so.
1206. Then if it has been stated here that it was split, that was wrong, I suppose ? Yes.
1207. You are a brother-in-law of Mr. Harper, arc you not? Yes.
1208. Mr. Gurley.] In working the tops, have you to shoot the coal, or do you get it down without ? Yes; 
we do not use any powder ; only one party is using powder, in the cross-eut.
1209. "What effect has that upon the top hand above ? I do not think it has any. None of them arc 
using powder in the bords.
1210. Ho you think that top band will have to be split to give them 5 feet height of seam ? Not in that 
part of the seam.
1211. What effect would it have, if you were to split the band, upon the portion that was left? It would 
weaken it certainly; it would be safer not to split.
1212. Would you like to work in a bord that was about 30 or 40 yards up there with a hand split—would 
you prefer to work in that or work in tlie bottoms, and take tlie tops coming back ? I would not like to 
work it with the hand split, but I do not think there is any danger where the band is left up.
1213. But if tho band breaks up, what is the position then ? Well, there is a formation of rock down in 
that portion of the pit. I have bored two or three holes going there.
1214. Hid you bore through the rock ? No ; I bored 6 feet into it.
1215. Have you ever noticed any falls there? I have seen a fall or two in some of the bords where the 
top coal has been worked.
1216. Have you noticed any water coming from these falls ? No ; nothing particular.

The witness withdrew.

10 Aug.,1886.1219.

1222.
coal?
1223.

David Hynd sworn and examined : —
Mr. D. Hynd. 1217. What are you, Mr. Hynd? 1 am a miner.

1218. Where are you working at present ? At Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery.
How long have you been working there ? Eighteen months.

1220. Were you engaged in sinking the shaft ? No,
1221. You have been engaged getting coal there since then ? Yes,

Then you have been employed at Wickham and Bid lock Island Colliery since its initiation getting
Yes ; pretty well from the beginning.

We understand that the system of working the coal at Wickham and Bullock Island is by 8-yard 
pillars and 6-yard bords, as a general rule? Yes, that is the rule generally observed. ^
1224. Is it according to the manager’s instructions or orders ? Yes.
1225. Practically, we know that the pillars may be a little thinner, and the bords a little wider, but it is
the general system, and as a rule it is adhered to. I. believe it is the lower part of the coal you work ? 
Yes. ^
1226. You do not touch the top coal then ? No.
1227. Is the roof sound ? It is pretty good so far,
1228. Have you seen any falls in that colliery ? Just trifling ones.
1229. That is of the top coal ? Yes.
1230. Did any rock eome down? No.
1231. Taking the colliery as a whole, would yon consider, so far as you have seen, that it is conducted iu 
a manner calculated to ensure safety ? To the best of my knowledge it is.
1232. Have you any suggestion to make as to any alteration in the system ? 
have.
1233. Then you are satisfied witli the system that has been inaugurated ? Yes; at the present time I am 
satisfied,
1234. That is, if the present conditions rule, aud the coal continues, you do not think there is any neces
sity to alter the system of working ? No.
1235. I understood you to say that no serious falls have taken place ? None of any consequence.
1236. Or any indications of a soft or tender roof ? No.
1237. Have you ever worked in Stockton shaft? No.
1238. Do you know the character of the surface above the rock that overlies the coal in Bullock Island ? 
Only from hearsay.
1239. What have you heard ? That it is generally sand and clay.
1240. Would you look upon clay as a protection against the water? Well, personally I am not much in
favour of it. “ 1241,

No ; I cannot say that I
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1241, Is clay impervious to water? As a miner, I would not have much faith in it.
1242. Is it bettor than sand ? I should say so,
124d. Then, in so far as it is bettor than sand, it offers so much more protection ? Yes.
1241. You have no experience as to surface deposits ? No.
1245. IVas 1 right in understanding yon to say that you had no suggestions to make as to safety in the 
mode of working ? There is only one suggestion I should like to make; that is, with regard to the work
ings being under water.
12I6. Under Throsby’s Creek ? Yes. That is, that the top coal should not be cut out there until the pit 
is otherwise worked out.
1247. I understood you to say that the top coal had been taken down? No ; but I have heard that the 
manager is going to open up under the creek,
1248. Then, so far as it has gone, the top coal has not been taken down? There was only a little bit of 
coal taken down to prove it.
1249. "With that exception, have you any other suggestions to make? No.
1250. And your suggestion is that the top coal should be left on going under Throsby’s Creek until the 
finish of the workings ? Yes; and I may state that that is the prevailing opinion among the men.
1251. Are you the mouthpiece or exponent of the men in this respect ? I caunot say that exactly.
1252. Have you formed any opinion as to the safest and best mode of working the coal under the harhour 
or under the sea? No ; I have not taken that into consideration.
1253. Mr, Curley.'] Have you ever made any inspection of this pit, Mr. Hynd? Yes. In March last 
there was an inspection regarding the present working pit, and the original pit, known aa the Wickham 
Little Pit.
1254. Can you furnish the Commission with a copy of the report of the inspection. Have you got one,
or can you inform us where a copy can be obtained ? I believe the Check Inspectors could supply you 
with a copy of it. '
1255. Was it entered in a book at the colliery office ? I do not know. Ou the occasion of the inspection 
the manager had not a book for that purpose; but I believe a record of the inspection was sent in to him. 
If I recollect aright the inspection was made on the 30th of March.
1256. Mr. Usher.'] Who were the Cheek Inspectors? Joseph Holland and Minekham,

The witness withdrew.

Mr. D. Hynd.

10 Aug.,1886.

George Minekham sworn and examined :— Mr.
1257. President.] Have you been working at Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery ? Yes; I am working Q'-^1D°kham,
there at the present time. ioa” 1886
1258. How long have you been employed there ? 1 have been employed there since they started the shaft. '
1259. Were you employed in sinking the shaft ? Yes.
1260 Just tell us about tho sinking. Had you any difficulty in sinking through the upper stratum of 
sand ? Yes, we had some difficulty.
1261. Was it quicksand ? It was nothing but oyster-sbells and saud—it was quicksand.
1262. And after going through, did you pass into a thick stratum of clay? Yes ; we gob into a solid body 
of clay after that.
1263. How thick was this clay ? After the first drift about 15 feet of clay.
1264. Aud after that ? After that we got a small coarse drift.
1265. Did it give off water ? Not a great deal of water.
1266. Thou practically you would have about 100 feet or thereabouts of clay mixed with sand aud gravel 
after you went through the sand on the top ; that is, there is about 163 feet of surface altogether, and 
then you are. in the rock—45 feet of rock, and then the coal ? I went through the whole of the strata
you mention, hut there was not 45 feet of rock. '
1267. How much is there? Only 25 feet.
1268. Are you perfectly certain? Yes ; I can take my oath on it. 1 went thro ugh 15 feet of shale over
hanging the coal. It is not a top for coal; but after that we got 10 feet of good blue shale—a good top.
Altogether, I consider there is 25 feet of rock. I put the first shot in the rock, and went right through it.
1269. And then you got the coal; what thickness was the coal? 10 feet of coal.
1270. What depth is the shaft from top to bottom ? I believe we struck the coal at 220 feet. But I only
go by the measurement that others have given me.
1271. Do you go by tbe same as to tbe rock ? No; not exactly.
1272. Wherein is the difference? Because ] took particular notice of the rock. .
1273. With what object ? With no particular object. I wanted to know the cover of the coal for my
own safety. '
1274. You have worked in the pit since ? Yes.
1275. Do you consider it safe ? No ; I do not consider the shaft safe.
1276. Why do you not consider tho shaft safe ? Because the tubing is broken. I have the record of
my inspections. '
1277. Who caused you to inspect? It is the check inspection. I inspected the winning shaft and the 
little shaft on the Wickham side.
1278. Have you had any experience in these tubbed shafts before ? I have no experience further than
this shaft. r
1279. How can you estimate as to whether it is safe or unsafe if you have had no experience. I suppose 
it is only your opinion ? I can give that opinion. When I am down the shaft and hear them going like 
cannons over my head I cannot consider it safe,
1280. In that case, why did you work there after that ? It was understood that it would be repaired.
1281. Was it repaired ? It was repaired in a sort of way.
1282. In wbat way was it repaired? There was a canvas screen put over it. 1 said at tbe time I would 
not go there again.
1283. Then why did you go when you said you would not ? Because 1 have to support myself by my work.
1284. Surely you could support yourself if Bullock Island were not in existence. You could support

yourself
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Q- kh Jjourself jour trade anywhere, could you not ? Is ofc always, sir. I have to risk my life to keep my

188G yflu consider you were risking your life, and did you tell acyoue as much ? Yes ; I have told
n®'’ ' my own lodge, uot only that, but that all the others were risking their lives.

1286. You should ho very careful what you say. This is a very serious statement. You have admitted 
that you are a man of no experience. Be very cautious how you express an opinion. "Where were the 
cylinders cracked ? About hve lengths of tubing below the ring which was put in to prevent the influx 
of water.
1287. "What distance down is the ring ? 1 think about 70 or SO feet down the shaft.
1288. How are they cracked ? They are cracked very badly.

' 1289. Tell us how they are cracked ? They are cracked for about five lengths of tubing, diagonally.
1290. Have any pieces come out of the flange? They are cracked right through the flanges, but nothing 
has come out.
1291. In what respect does that weaken the cylinders ? 1 believe that was about the heaviest ground 
they went through where the cylinders are cracked.
1292. What was the nature of the ground there ? It was drift and clay,
1293. How did you sink there ? The cylinders were forced down by pressure from the top ; and before 
I go any further I might as well state that the shaft is a little out of plumb, and I believe that has 
caused the cylinders to break.
1294'. Did any water come through ? Yes; plenty. I have spent many a shift blocking it. But since 
my last inspection there seems to have been no notice taken of it.
1295. Did you complain to the manager about it ? Yes.
1296. What did he say? He said it would be all right—that everything would be secure,
1297. Did you complain to the Inspector about it? Well, I reckon it was the Inspector’s duty to come 
and And it out for himself.
1298. Oh, no; it is your duty to inform the Inspector, and you know that ? The Inspector well knew it.
1299. How do you know that he knew it? Because we had a similar experience before,
1300. What was that ? .A deficiency of air.
1301. And what had that to do with the cracking'of the cylinders? Well, a great deal, I should
think. 1 was coming round to that, as it were, and if he did not do his duty m one way he might not in 
another. '
1302. I do not understand you , it is a little involved. What connection is there between a deficiency
of air and the cracking of these cylinders? Nothing. But if a man is manager of a mine, and a report 
is made about deficiency of air, aud the Check Inspectors recommend certain things to be done, and he 
does not do them-----
1303. But we are talking about cylinders, and j'ou have made a charge against tlie Inspector? No; I
make no charge against him. 1

Tho shorthand-writer read from his notes the answer to questions 1297-1301.
1304. Is not that tantamount to a charge against tho Inspector ? I do not make a charge.
1305. You first of all stated that it was the Inspector’s duty to ascertain the condition of the shaft, and 
then you stated that the Inspector well knew it,—is not that a charge ? 11c ought to have known it from 
my inspection, which shoidd have been public.
1306. Then suppose he had known of it and examined it, his opinion would ho as good as yours ? About 
as good as my own, but not a bit better.
1307. However, it is simply a cracked cylinder? Itis not simply one cracked cylinder ; there arc several.
1308. Are they joined ? Yes ; aud they are hound together by bolts and segments.
1309. Is it open at the cracks? Yes; about 2-j in, ; you could sec it open h’ke that (spreading out 
his fingers).
1310. And suppose it would let through the sand in that case ? It would have done had it uot been 
blocked.
1311. Did the cracks extend over five lengths ? Yes; over five lengths of tubing below the ring. If you 
had been down the shaft and heard them banging you would have thought them dangerous. The 
cracking was caused by the top pressure, the shaft not being plumb.
1312. Was there much weight upon the cylinders at that time? There was no weight on at the time I 
was down the shaft, only the tubing. But the weight of the tubiug, if the shaft is out of plumb, will 
break the cylinders.
1313. Then do you say the shaft is out of the plumb ? J will read my report, if you wish.

The witness hands in a copy of the report referred to.
1314. And has Mr. Gardner a copy of this? I believe so.
1315. Have you worked in Bullock Island since that time? Yes.
1316. And yet you do not consider the mine safe, is that so? AYell, I drew attention to the state of 
the shaft, and as no action was taken to repair the shaft, ] still consider it unsafe or insecure,
1317. That is quite understandable, but why does the report say you do not apprehend danger? I said 
I apprehended no immediate danger.
1318. Then as to the workings—what have you to say about the workings in that colliery: did you
consider yon risked your life there ? No ; 1 did not. "
1319. Have you anything to say as to the way in which the mine is conducted ? AYell, I think the 
bords arc sufficiently narrow to secure safety as long as sutficient timber is used.
1320. And do you think the pillars are sufficiently large ? Yes.
132L Then your objection can be reduced into a few words—you wish to call attention to that particular 
spot in the shaft ? Yes. *
1322. And that being secured, you would consider the colliery a safe colliery ? No; I do not say that.
1323. Then in what way do you not consider it safe. Well, a subsidence might take place, and there is
not sufficient means of exit. I recommended that a vertical ladder should be erected, in the report; but 
nothing whatever has been done since. *
1324'. Is there not an engine there? There is a sort of a thing ; but it would lake two or three hours to 
get up steam. If the shaft was to go wrong, the mine would be swamped; it would be nothing less than 
a repetition of Tern dale. Of course some people might consider me foolish iu saying this. 1325.

100 EOTAL COITMISSION OJT COLLIEEIES—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.
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3,325. I do consider you so. Tf I were you I would not mate these statements. The fact of your having ^ ubekhim 
worked at the sinking of that shaft, and having worked in it since, is a declaration to everyone that you ' _ A ' 
consider it safe. At least, that is the way in which ordinary people would look at it ? I did not consider ^gggi
it safe.
1326. That is to say, you had a doubt about it? I have to risk my life to keep my life in, and for the , 
sake of my family.
3327. 3f you consider yon are risking your life in any particular colliery, itis your clear andbounden duty 
not i o work in that colliery ? IV ho is to give me work in that case ? _ _
3 328. There are always hundreds of openings for one that can be filled, and there must be something 
wrong in your case ;—is is for you to explain what it is? I repeat that I risked my life in going down 
that shaft; I drew attention to it, and 1 do not believe it has been repaired.
1329. You told us that you heard the cylinders crack, which is not an uncommon occurrence in such 
cases, by the way, and you made a solemn vow that you would not go down next shift? I do not recol
lect saying that. I told Mr. Fairley, who was sinking tho shaft for Mr. Walker, and he did repair it in a 
sort of a way; but if I had said another word I should bave had to go.
3330. J know Mr. Fairley, aud I think you are doing him a very great injustice. I do not like to hear 
those motives imputed. Have you formed any opinion as to the mode of work that ought to be adopted 
to secure the greatest amount of safety to the men in other words, have you any suggestion to make as 
to alterations in the present mode of working? No ; 1 am perfectly satisfied as it is at present.
1331. ]' believe you have not worked in Stockton ? No; but I should think at Stockton they could work 
almost any way they liked, having such a good cover. They could take all the coal with that cover of 190 
feet of rock.
1332. What do you mean by “ taking all the coaF: ? Why, they can take right up to the band, and they 
Ihen have 190 feet of rock cover o\er that.
1333. Then would you work '‘longwall” there? That is for the manager to say. They could work 
it all “ longwall,” or they could work back and take out the pillars.
133d. Do you tliink that would be safe at Stockton ? Not without leaving pillars; that is to say, they 
should leave a pillar in occasionally, here and there.
1335. Mr. Jones.'] 3 understood you to say that if a ladder were placed in ‘Wickham shaft to enable the 
men to have an immediate outlet you would consider the Bullock Island pit to be m a perfect state of 
safety. You reason so? Well, so far as that goes, if a subsidence was to take place, or the shaft or 
cylinders were to break, that would be the only way they would have of escaping. It would be a great 
assistance, no doubt.
1336. That being done, which you have recommended, you consider the mine would be safe ? I believe it 
would secure the workmen.
1337. And that is the only thing you have to complain of ? Well, I do not think my recommendations 
have been carried out at all.
1338. Do you think that everything you recommend should be carried out ? Why not ?
1339. President.] You are here to answer questions, uot to ask thorn.
1340. Mr. Davies.] You have said that tho cylinder was repaired io ‘'some sort of a way”;—were you 
satisfied with the repairs ? No, I was not.
3311. You say they were repaired successfully in your report ? That was only for the present.
1342. You think if an accident were to take place if would bo from tho cylinders giving way, and the pit 
would cave in? ITes.
1343. President.] Wbat thickness is the metal of the cylinders? 1 suppose it is about 1£ inch.
1344. Mr. Davies.] Do you apprehend any danger from working uuder Throsby’s Creek? Not unless tlie 
top coal is worked.
1345. And should the top coal be worked, what would happen ? There would be danger then, because 
there is sand, with clay, on top of the coal. J explain that in my report,
1346. Did you enter the report in the office-bonk at the colliery ? They had no book.
1347. Did you ask for it? Yes. They said they bad no book.
1348. Have you never from that time to this made application to enter that report in the ollice-book ?
No, 1 have not.
1319. Then tho Inspector would have no chance of seeing that report, unless Mr. G-ardiner showed it to 
him ? Well, if Mr. Gardiner did not show it Co him I could have done so.
1350. Hut how was he to know that there was a report in existence ? He could take my word as well as 
Mr. Gardiner's.
1351. Did you send the Inspector notice of the report,J No.
1352. Then how,was lie to know of it? I did not say he did know of it. »
1333. Did you ever send a copy of the report to the Minors' General Secretary ? I did not,. .
1354. Mr. SVijjJf/rn.] Do you know the general duties of Check Inspectors? Yes, ] think so.
1355. Did you carry out those duties ? Yes, so far as 1 was able under the circumstances.
3356. I suppose you look it for granted that if the Inspector went to tho colliery he would sec the Check 
Inspectors’ reports ? Yes.
1357- How far do the cylinders go down in this pit ? They go down near to the coal.
1358. Can the whole of the rock be seen between the coal-head and the cylinders ? Yes ; 1 can point out 
the rock to anybody.
1359. Do you consider it would be safe to work the top coal under Throsby’s Creek with that cover? No.

The witness nilhdrew.

fi?YAL COMMISSION OS' COILIEBIES—MIKIfTES 01' EVIDENCE.

Alexander K. Morson sworn and examined :—
1360. President.] You are a physician ? Yes, practising in ’West Maitland. Mr.
1361. You arc interested in several mining properties in the Colonies ? Yes; I have a large interest in A.K,Morson. 
mining.
1362. And among others you have an interest in the Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery ? Yes; 110 Aug.,1886. 
have a considerable interest there.
1363. Are you a large shareholder? 1 have 4,500 shares.
1364<. Were they contributing or original shares ? All contributing shares.
1365, That is, you purchased them in the open market? Yes, in 1883 aud 1884. 1366,
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1366. May I aek why you selected this colliery iu which to invest such a large sum of money- ? "Well, for 
A. . loreon. two reasons. My brother-in-law, Dr. Mackenzie, who was chairman of directors, had a considerable 
lOAue^SSfi ^T1^eres^ in the Company; and also I heard Mr. John Mackenzie (the Examiner of Coal-fields) speak very

‘ highly of this colliery.
1367. Did you specially inquire of Mr. Mackenzie as to the nature of the investment before purchasing? 
Well, he said he had been down the pit, that they had a splendid seam of bright brittle coal, and ho spoke 
in general very highly of the colliery, it was principally on that account I bought into it.
1368. In consequence of the good report of the Examiner? Yes, and there was another reason. When 
I was in Sydney, Dr. Mackenzie showed me a letter from a Mr. Dixon, which spoke in most glowing terms 
of the colliery.
1369. Was Bullock Island shaft commenced when you purchased in 1883 ? I cannot toll you.
1370. You said that Mr. Mackenzie (the Examiner) had examined the coal—was fhat "Wickham pit, do 
you know ? He said he had been down the pit; I do not know which shaft.
1371. Was it subsequent to your investing that Bullock Island shaft was commenced? Oh, yes; I wont 
one day myself there, and I remember it distinctly, because they had commenced the shaft at the wrong 
place, and they had to start in another place. 1 held shares at that time. 1 did not buy the whole of the 
4,500 in 1883. I bought 2,000 in 1883, 2,000 in 1884, and 500 afterwards.
1372. Then the examination that Mr. Mackenzie referred to must have been flic examination of Wickham 
shaft P I suppose so.
1373. Was the Examiner of Coal-fields himself interested in the mine? I think he was.
1374. Was he an original shareholder or a contributing shareholder ? I believe he was an original share
holder, but 1 cannot be certain.
1375. Then he would be one of tbe vendors to tbe public? I cannot say ; I did not buy my shares from
him. * ^
1376. Do you kuow when the Examiner became interested in the colliery—was it before or after you
purchased? Oh, he held shares before I did, because that was one of the reasons why 1 purchased into 
the colliery, "
1377. Do you know Mr, Winchester, your brother-in-law’s assistant ? Yes.
1378. Had you any conversation or communication with MV. Winchester about this colliery? Yes. Mr. 
John Mackenzie told me that Mr. Winchester would sell me a lot of shares, and that gentleman offered 
me a considerable number; but as 1 got the shares at a very much cheaper rate from other persons in 
Newcastle, I did not purchase my shares from him, although 1 was in treaty at the time to purchase a lot 
of his shares.
1379. What report did Mr. Winchester give you with respect to the colliery? He gave me a very 
favourable report at the time ; but the most favourable report I had was contained iu a letter which Dr. 
Mackenzie showed me from Mr. Dixon to this Mr. Winchester, in which the colliery was described as 
being one of the foremost in tbe Colony, as, be said, they had the famous A.A. Company’s seam.
1380. The report was couched in plain language, and spoke favourably of the colliery? Yes.
1381. Have you preserved any of those documents ? Well, 1 wrote to Dr. Mackenzie some time ago, and 
asked him whether he remembered showing me a letter from a practical man some years ago before, and 
in implying to my letter he sent a copy of this letter to me.
1382. Can you exhibit it ? Yes. (Letter produced and read.)
1383. The reports you bave read have eome from persons who arc personally interested in the colliery? 
1 do not know that Mr. Dixon is personally interested.
1384. With the exception of Mr. Dixon ? Mr. Winchester spoke highly of the colliery ; also Mr. John 
Mackenzie, who, I believe, was a shareholder at the time.
1385. After you purchased into the Company, tlie Bullock .Island shaft was commenced—were you 
furnished with reports from time to time as to the progress that was being made ? 1 saw the usual half- 
yearly reports which were sent to me as a shareholder.
1386. Did your brother-in-law give you any information concerning the progress of the mine ? Yes. 1
went to his house when I went to Sydney, and we always spoke about that and the other raining ventures 
we were interested in. .
1387. Did the Examiner of Coal-fields give you any information as to the progress made? No ; 1 cannot 
say that he ever did ; I never asked him much about the colliery after J purchased.
1388. When the shaft was sunk to the coal-seam at Bullock Island, what reports reached you? They 
were of a very favourable character for some time.
1389. Did the Examiner of Coal-fields report to you favourably ? Yes ; I think so.
1390. Does the Examiner still continue to report favourably ? Not latterly.
1391. And have you heard from Mr. Winchester? 1 have not spoken to him since about it.
1392. When did tbe favourable reports cease ? I should say about six or eight months ago. I gathered
from Mr. Mackenzie’s conversation that ho held a different opinion of the colliery from that which he had 
hitherto expressed. ”
1393. Did he give any reason for his change of opinion? I think it was after the Eerndale Colliery 
accident; he said there might he a risk of the colliery being Hooded.
1394. Had be sold out his interest before that ? Yes.
1395. Did he inform you before he sold out? I do not think so.
1396. Did his favourable reports cease after be had ceased to be a shareholder ? Yes.
1397. And, as far as you know, wbile he continued to be a shareholder his reports were favourable ? Yes;

■ I think so.
1398. When did you become aware that Mr. Mackenzie had sold out his interest in Wickham and Bullock 
Island ? I tliink he told me he had sold out and invested his money in some of those silver mines.
1399. Did he give you any reason for his altered views ? No, he did not; but I surmised.
1400. What did you surmise? Well, he and his brother were at law at the time.
1401. Eamiiy differences ? Yes.

' 1402. Did you suspect any malice ? Well, we all know that when brothers are fighting there is generally
a good deal of warm feeling exhibited. However, it was only a surmise on my part that he sold out ou 

- account of his brother being Chairman of the Company, and as they wore at law with each other.
1403. Did he observe a certain amount of feeling against the Company afterwards ? 1 cannot say that. 
Be advised me to sell my shares. "
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Mr.

102

1404.



973
HOTAL COMMISSION ON COIiLTKIiraS—MINIITES OF ETIDENCE. 103

1404'. Did he give any reason? Simply that there was a danger of the colliery being stopped. Mr.
1405. Did this change of front disconcert yon ? 1 thought it strange, after he had spoken so highly of the A-K. Morson.
colliery, that he should so suddenly change his views, and I asked Mr. Tulip, who is interested in a mine at 
Morpeth, and who is a man of large practical experience, to visit Dullock Island, and report upon it for u®'' ‘
me. lie did so, and gave me an excellent report on the subject.

Report produced and read.
14-00. Did that report re-assure you ? Tes, it did. I still hold the 4,500 shares.
1407. Do you know if any of these damaging reports that you have mentioned emanated from the Coal-fields 
office ? No ; I cannot say that. Mr. Mackenzie simply told me that he had sold out his shares, and 
advised me to sell out mine.
1408. He gave you no cogent reasons for it? Simply that the mine might be stopped.
1409. Did yon ask Mr. Mackenzie whether anything had occurred in the circumstances of the colliery with 
which lie had been unacquainted with previously ? No. I told him that I thought it very strange he should 
have spoken so highly of the colliery, and then suddenly altered his opinion.
1410. Arc you, Dr. Morson, aware of any altered circumstances in the colliery ? No.
1411. You have stated that Mr. Mackenzie held a high opinion of the colliery after the coah was reached ?
Tos.
1412. And, having sold out, he suddenly changed it, and advised you to sell. Are you aware whether the 
circumstances of the colliery changed during the interval ? I do not think so, in the slightest.
1413. Did Mr. Mackenzie make any remark to you as to whether the nature of the roof had changed, or 
give any reason of a specific character as to danger iu the working ? No ; he spoke in general terms.
He said there was a danger of it being stopped—that there was always that risk. I combatted that view, 
by telling him that I got this gentleman (Mi'. Tulip), who was engaged in large collieries in Newcastle-on- 
Tvnont one time, to go and inspect the mine, and that he was of opinion that it was one of the safest 
collieries possible, and also that 1 had seen Dixon’s letter, in which he spoke venr highly of the pit.
1414.. Did Mr. Mackenzie ever say to you that the colliery would be placed under such restrictions that 
they must necessarily cease working, or words to that effect ? On one occasion he told me bethought the 
colliery would be stopped.
144 5. Dor that reason ? That the management had made a mistake, and had crossed the boundary.
1.41G. Into Grovemment land ? Yes.
1417. Then the colliery is leased from the Government ? Tes; we pay a royalty for every ton raised.
1418. Do you think that was a sufficient reason to give ? I do not know ; but 1 wrote to Dr. Mackenzie, 
asking him if the colliery was to be stopped, and he said no, it was not.
1419. .In consequonsco of these reports from the Examiner, have you sold any of your shares ? No; I 
bave not. After I received Mr. Tulip’s report I bad complete confidence, and accordingly held on.
1420. Did it occur to you while Mr. Mackenzie was conversing with you as to the probable stoppage of tbe 
colliery that he would be pleased if these restrictions were imposed ? No ; he said nothing to that effect.
1421. Did he impress you with the belief that he would rejoice under those circumstances ? I cannot say 
that. I knew that there was a bad feeling existing between the two brothers.
1422. Did the Examiner of Coal-fields ever suggest to you any scheme by which the anticipated restric
tions could be avoided ? No.
1423. Then he simply said he considered certain restrictions would be placed upon the colliery, if it was 
not stopped? He said he expected the Minister for Mines would stop the colliery on account of Mr.
Gardiner having gone over his boundary, or something to that effect.
1424. Are you aware whether, when the colliery was sunk, the scheme of intended operations was placed 
before the Examiner of Coal-fields ? I was told so by Dr. Mackenzie, but I had no conversation with Mr.
John Mackenzie on the subject.
1425. Then you have not lost confidence iu the colliery ? No ; I have not since receiving tips report from 
a first-rate practical man, who was brought up to the coal business from the time he was ten years of age, 
and who was in many of the largest collieries in Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
1420. Do you get the Newcastle papers ? Sometimes.
1427. Shortly after the Eerndale accident, was your attention directed to some correspondence that 
appeared in those papers relative to the unsafe position of certain collieries in Newcastle? I remember 
reading some letters by Mr. Croudace in reference to the Delta collieries.
1428. Did they alarm you ? Well, they did rather.
1429. What course did you pursue on reading those letters ? J went to Mr. Tulip and asked him to go 
and report upon the Bullock Island Colliery.
1430. Then it was after reading Mr. Croudace’s letters in the papers that you asked Mr. Tulip to make 
this sjjccial report? Tes.
1431. Do you know whether Mr. Croudace was ever down your colliery before he wrote those letters ?
I cannot say. "
1432. What impression did you form of those letters? Well, they quite unsettled me. I thought there 
was a chance of the colliery meeting with the same fate as Eerndale. His letters distinctly stated that 
there was an amount of danger in these Delta collieries. lie pointed out that they required to be care
fully worked, otherwise something like Eerndale might happen.
1433. Then Mr, Tulip's report was to have the twofold purpose of satisfying you aa to the management,
and also to satisfy you in a general way as to the safety of the mine ? Yes. .
1434. Did Mr. Tulip’s report have the effect of satisfying your mind ? Tes; if he had reported 
unfavourably of the mine I should most probably have sold my shares.
1435. Do you know what effect, if any, tho letters had upon the stocks of the company? It had the 
effect of depressing Ihe stocks from 24s. or 25s. per share to 17s., and then to 15s., at which they now stand.
1436. They have never recovered then? No.
1437. Do you know whether a number of the shareholders still look upon their investment with some 
little anxiety on account of those letters ? Several of the shareholders have spoken to me about it, and I 
have shown them this letter or report of Mr. Tulip’s, and that has also re-assured them to some extent.
1438. Tou are not practically acquainted with coal-mining ? No; I have only had to do with it as an 
investor. Mining has always been a bobby of mine—not only coal, but gold, tin. and other kinds.
1439. Mr. Neihon^] I understand you have not seen Mr. Inspector Dixon in connection with this 
matter ? No ; I do not Isnow him, even by sight. His letter was shown to me when I was at Dr.
Mackenzie’s, 1440,
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A.K..Moraon you awa,re whether the Examiner of Coal-fields is prohibited under the Act from holding any
a ' interest in coal or other mines ? I believe so, and 1 think that was one of the reasons why he sold out.

10Aug., 1886 dfr. Jwies.J I understand that up to the time of the Eerndale accident you had always received
favourable reports of the Bullock Island Colliery F So far as my memory serves me, I believe we did.
1442. Tou have stated that the letters of Mr, Croudace, which appeared in the local papers, had a serious 
effect upon the value of the Bullock Island shares? I think so. The accident at Eerndale Colliery 
probably also had some effect.
1443. Did it occur to you that there might be any animus on tbe part of the writer? No. Not 
knowing Mr. Croudace, I did not form any impression of that kind. 1 thought the writer of the letters 
was simply actuated by a desire to lay information before the public. I thought, of course, that what 
occurred at Eerndale might happen at Bullock Island, therefore I asked Mr. Tulip to come down and report, 
and if the colliery was dangerous and unsatisfactory, to sav so ; but if it was not, lo report accordingly.
1444. You fully believe that the letters influenced the public miud ? Tes; in con j miction with the 
flooding of Eerndale, no doubt,
1445. And afterwards you had reason to believe it was an overdrawn picture ? Tes.
1440. Mr. Sioirrimm.] Tou placed complete faith and reliance on Mr. Tulip's report? Tes.
1447. Mr. Jones.] Tou accepted Mr. Tulip as an authority in preference to Mr. Croudace? Tes ; I did 
not know Mr. Croudace, and I had known Mr. Tulip for over fifteen years.

The witness withdrew.

AU KOTAJi COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES—MTNI'T.KS OF EVIDENCE.

Taeob Miller sworn and examined:—
Mr, J. Miller. 1448. President.] Where are you employed? At Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery.

1440. As a miner? Tes. ‘
10Aug., 1886. 1450. How long have you been employed there? About four months.

1451. Have you been employed working the coal ? Tes.
1452. Were you one of the Check Inspectors ? No.
1453. Are you satisfied with the mode of working at Bullock Island as to width of hords, &c. r Yes.
1454. What part do you work in ? G-oing towards the smelting works.
1455. That is going'towards the north ? Yes.
1456. Is the roof tender in that direction ? No; it is a sound roof.
1457. Have you been in the advance headings ? No.
1458. How far away from the shaft are you working ? Not far from the shaft'.
1459. But your operations have not been confined to the shaft ? No.
1460. And you have found the roof to be sound in the part you have been working? Yes,
1461. You are aware that a portion of the coal has been left on ? Vos.
1462. And you believe that forms an excellent protection ? Tes.
1463. Do you anticipate any danger at Bullock Island ? No.
1464. Have you heard any of the men express a fear of any danger at Bullock Island ? No.
1405. Have you examined the shaft ? No.
1466. Have you heard any fear expressed as to the safety of the shaft ? No.
1467. Have you any suggestion to make as to a better mode of working the colliery ? No ; I have not.
1468. Tou are quite satisfied ? Tes; I am quite satisfied.
1469. Have you been employed in any of tbe adjoining collieries—Maryville or Stockton, for example? No.
1470. Have you had any experience of working under any important rivers or the sea ? No.
1471. Where else have you been engaged in coal-mining? In Northumberland, England.
1472. And you consider Bullock Island Colliery worked in a judicious manner ? Yes ; I am quite satisfied.
1473. 3£r. -Daeias.] Do you think the pillars are of sufficient thickness to prevent “ creeping” ? Suppose 
the top coal should be worked ? Well, I would not like to take that off.
1474. President.] Tou do not know the facts, 1 suppose, and vou simply give your evidence so far as

• your observation has gone? Tes. ' "
1475. Mr. Jonesi] Have you never heard of a report of a Check Inspector being presented fo the 
manager? No.
1476. Mr. Usher.] How far was Seaborne from the sea? 4 miles.
1477. And how deep was it ? 92 fathoms, J think.
1478. What was the size of the bords and pillars ? 8-yard bord and 14-vard pillars,
1479. How thick was the seam ? Erotn 5 to 6 feet. ’ “
1480. Have you not made a mistake about tbe width of Ihe bords ? I am not positive about it; perhaps 
they were 6 yards. We used to put throe shots across tho hord, I know.
1481. Mr. Davies.] Do you have a monthly inspection by Cheek Inspectors? Well, I cannot say; I 
have been off sick for some time.
1482. Do you remember the inspections made by Minikan and Homes ? I never saw them till the last 
meeting.

The witness withdrew.

James Henderson sworn and examined:—
Mr. 1483. Presidenti] Tou are a miner ? Tes, a coal-miner.

J. Henderson. 1484. How long have you been engaged in coal-mining ? Thirty years.
1485. Where have you followed your occupation principally ? fn Scotland.

10 Aug., 1886. I486. How long have you been in the Colonies ? Over three years now.
1487. Have you been down any of the harbour collieries? I have been down Stockton.
1488. How long ago? About nine months ago.
1489. Did you form any impression as to the character of the seam at Stockton ? Tes.
1490. Do you know the amount of surface that overlies the rock there ? J. am not certain.
1491. Do you know that there is a certain thickness of surface ? Tes; I know there is a considerable 
thickness.
1492. Have yon formed any impression? as to tlie safest mode of directing the werkings under the
harbour or under the sea at Stockton? I have not thought much of it, but 1 have seen some in the Old 
Country—the Eirth of Eorth. 1493,
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1493. AV linfi deptli w.is tlie seam ? It was 42 yards from the surface. Hr.
1404*. 13id you -work the coal under the sea? Yes, ** Henderson*
1493. How far did you go f AV'e went 150 yards, when we stopped, as the rise of tho scam brought us
rear to the water. 10 Aug.,1888.
149G. AVhat width did you work tlie coal there ? 4*yard hords, and pillars 12 yards,
1497. AVhat was the district custom as to the ividth of bords ? It was dependent upon tbe height of the 
coal. If they were going to take out the pillars they would leave big pillars going m, hut 4 yards was 
tlie general width of bords.
.1498. AVere you at the collieries at Prestonpans, or in tho valley of the Clyde, that worked under tlie deep 
river beds ? Yes.
1499. At what colliery? At lloss’a Colliery.
1500. AVhat system of working did you pursue there ? The same—4 yards wide.
1501. AVhat thickness was the coal ? The soft coal was 0 feet.
1502. Did the same width of bords prevail throughout the whole of the district? Ares.
1503. Do you^ know anything about tho Home Harm Colliery? Yes: I was there when it broke m; 
they wore taking out tbe pillars coining hack when the water broke in.
1004. AVhat was it broke in ? The Clyde.
1505. AA'as it an old channel that was unknown before? It was in the valley, where in old times there 
had evidently been a channel, which became filled up with river silt and mud. It was not known that tho 
colliery had worked up to this old channel, and ;u taking out the pillars coming back down came 40 or 50 
acres.
1.500. Has that colliery been opened up since? Yes; about four years and a half ago.
1507. AV as there much loss of life when the fall-iu took place that you have described ? No; only two
men perished, but all tlie horses were lost. '
1508. Have you formed any opinion as to the proper and safe mode of working in a colliery such as
Stockton? Yes ; I have been thinking over it. 1 think the proper way to work the coal there under the 
water is to have straight places, or headings well in advance, and to keep boros well in advance, so that if 
you camo upon anything unsound you can be ready to make provision for it, ■
1509. That is to ensure safety ? Yes.
1510. AVhat are your ideas as to width of bords and size of pillars in that direction ? I believe you 
should have from 10 ft. to 12 ft, of working bords.
1511. Yes, and what size of pillars ? About 8 or 10 yards.
1512. That is, you would leave in two and a half or three times the amount of coal in pillars to what you 
would take out ? Yes, according to the height of tlie coal.
1513. AVould you vary tho size of tho pillars according to the nature of the coal—whether it is hard or 
soft? Yes.
1514. AVould you expect soft coal to demand a larger pillar than a hard coal ? Yes.
151o. Then, arguing from that knowledge, you would need a larger pillar to support the same weight in tho 
ease of soft coal ? A. es ; you must keep that in mind, and the possibility of coining across faults under 
water. I have seen great crevices in the metals at Home.
1510, Have you examined the rocks that overlie tlie Borehole seam in this neighbourhood, and if so, have 
you noticed any disposition to form open joints or fissures ? AVcll, those arc thingsyou cannot see. You 
can see them better in the shafts.
1517. Then what is your experience in meeting with faults under the sea ? If you know that faults exist 
in these situations, should you approach them with great caution ?. ATes. You ought, ns I have said, to 
approach with bores under water. The bore will tell you wbat you are to expect.
1518. Do you think that is tho only advantage of bores ? That is the only advantage T can see.
1519. In case you came to a water channel such as you have described on the Clyde, would bores not be a
groat advantage ? Certainly. ■
lo20. Do you consider that extra precautions should bo taken in places, such as Stockton, that propose to 
work the coal under the ocean ? Yes.
1521. Have you examined tho coast-linc along Signal Hill and the Nobby’s ? Yes, all along there.
1522. AVhat kind of faults aro they ? They-appear to be soft there on the surface.
1.523. Are they basalt faults ? Yes.
1524. AVould you approach these faults underground with a considerable amount of caution ? Yes; I 
would exercise as much caution as possible, under water especially.
1525. Did you notice the coal that crops out just above the sea at Nobby’s ? Yes.
1520. AVhat coal is that ? AA7elI, I cannot say.
1527. Is it the Yard seam? I suppose it runs out to the A. A. Company ground, although I never 
worked there. I think it is the same seam as Minmi, where I have worked.
1528. Have you seen it at other places than Nobby’s ? I have seen it over hero near Shepherd’s Hill.
1529. Have you seen it where it lias been worked out in the A. A. Company’s pit ? Yes.
1530. Supposing you were told that that seam overlies the Borehole seam 130 feet, and that the seam is 
met with at a depth of 200 feet down the Stockton shaft, on the other side of the harbour, what inference 
would you draw from that ? I scarcely know what to say.
153 L It is found down the Stockton shaft, on the other side of thoharbour, a distance of 200 feet from the 
surface, and dips towards Newcastle ? I do not understand you. ,
1532. AVould you say any faults lie between-for example, why should it he 200 feet down at Stockton if 
it is above the sea on the other side ; that is, this side ? There must be a fault somewhere,
1533. T/?*. fisher,] Then, from what you say, I apprehend that you are of opinion that supposing drives 
\wne started away from Stockton shaft towards the harbour or the sea they should have bores in advance?
Ales, certainly. ’
1534!. Have you been down Maryville or Bullock Island ? No.
1535. However, would tho same remarks apply to these collieries, as to the precautionary measures of 
driving narrow bords and leaving large pillars ? Yes; I tliink 8 yards is far too wide to work under tho 
water.
1530. You would place a larger amount of faith in narrow bords than in 8-vard bords where danger exists 
above you ? Yes. ■'

The witness withdrew.
991—0 S.
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S. Baber sworn and examined :—
1537. President.} What are you, Mr. Baber, and where employed ? I am a miner, and am employed at 

10 A 18e6 Maryville Colliery.
Sl’ ' 1538. How long have you worked at Maryville ? Twenty months.

1539. Have you worked pretty well all over the colliery ? 1 have.
1540. We have been told that the bords are worked 6 yards wide, and that it is intended to leave pillars
4 yards wide;—is that so ? 1 am given to understand the bords are G yards ; I cannot say what size of
pillars.
1541. You knoiv about the width, I suppose ? About 4 to 5 yards.
1542. The top coal is left on as a roof, is it not? Yes.
1543. And above the top coal the surface deposits come down and lie on top of the coal;—is that not the 
case ? Yes, in several places.
1544. The exceptions being some places to the north-east where harder rock has been discovered? Yes; 
to the north-east it is harder.
1545. Up to the present time the practice in Maryville has been to work the lower coal, and in some cases 
to break the tops eomiug back ?' Yes, leaving a portion of the lop up.
154G. But a new system has been introduced of leaving on the bottom coal, and working the tops going 
forward. Ho you approve of the new or the old system ? My opinion is that you would get two crops 
out of the one ground by taking the bottoms out first.
1547. Yes. But as a matter of pure security for the men, which system do you prefer. The old system 
was to work the bottom coal, and drop the tops coming back ; the new system is to work the tops going 
forward—which method do you think the best ? I do not son tho difference.
1548. The difference is manifest. By the old system you worked the bottoms first, leaving the top up as a 
roof, but broke the tops coming hack, so that you always kept open a road to escape. By the new system, on 
the other hand, you work in the top coal going in, so that in case of an accident taking place you arc 
blocked in, and have no mode of egress ? In that case the old mode would be the best.
1549. Supposing that youere working in the bottom coal, and the surface deposits were suddenly to 
come down on the top of fjiis thin layer of coal that is left in tho top, do you think any amount of timber 
would keep that secure? I have timbered all over that place, and I have not seen any of it give way. 
The timber goes right through it.
1550. That is exactly what 1 mean. The timber would not keep it up. "Would you consider that mode 
of working safe under the creek ? It is some distance from tho boundary of the creek, I think.
1551. You know there is some 40 feet or 50 feet of quicksand lying on the top at the boundary of the
creek, and being quicksand, do you think the water would be likely to mingle with this sand ? 1 should
say so.
1552. Then in approaching the creek, do you consider that mode of working would imperil to any extent 
the safety of the operations in the mine ? Well, there is a certain amount of rock going towards the creek 
on that side ; I think it is harder there.
1553. But supposing the rock suddenly cheeked out, would there not be some danger? All I can say is 
that I believe in the old system of working with a second means of escape.
1554. Have you any suggestion to offer as to a better mode of working the coal at Maryville. Ho you 
consider that in working in Maryville you run any extraordinary risks? No, or I should not work there.
1555. Have you ever heard anyone express themselves to that effect ? No.
155G. Ho you know whether any of the men consider they run a risk by working at Maryville, or do you 
yourself consider there is any risk in working at Maryville without a second shaft? I do. I think they 
ought to have two means of escape.
1557. Then to that extent you consider you run a risk in Maryville. Have you worked in any of the 
adjoining collieries ? No. *
1568. Where were you working before ? At Cape Colony.
1559. And before that ? I was in England.
1560. 1 n what part of England ? In Bristol.
1561. Have you formed any opinion as to the safest mode of working tlicse comparatively shallow collieries 
under the sea? 'Well, I have not had much experience under the sea.
1562. G-enerally speaking, I mean ? Well, I should think the safest plan of working would he to take 
the bottom coal first and the tops afterwards.
1563. Then what about pillars ? That would depend upon the tops.
1564. Should not the depth from the surface he a guide in that matter ? Well, I have seen 400 or 500 
yards of pillars crushed out.
1565. What size were the pillars ? 20 yards square,
1566. Mr. Davies^] Have any steps been taken to have a second shaft sunk ? Ido not think so at present,
although I believe the material is all ready on the ground. '
15G7. You think the colliery perfectly sate to work in ? Yes.
1568. You have heard no other person express any fear? No, not in my presence.
1569. Mr. Usher.} Have you heard of anyone having expressed a fear as to the safety of the mine? 1 
have not.
1570. Mr. Jones.} Ho you know of the little tops being split in working tho top coal over here? They 
are in one place, lor a yard or two at the outside.
1571. In the new mode of working we have been told that they split the top band ? In one place it is 
split a yard or two.
1572 Then do you understand that it is not to be followed as a system ? I think not. I think that hand 
is to bo left n p.
1573. Mr. Davies.} Ho you think the new system is safe ? I see no danger.
1574. Supposing the roof were to come in, how are you to get away ? There is no way, hut it ought to 
be well timbered.
1575. Mr. Jones.} Have you observed any falls in that colliery? I have seen them after tho coal was 
taken out.
1576. Have you seen any water coming in ? No.
1577. Any sand ? It is principally all dry clay.

The witness withdrew. .
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WEDNESDAY, 11 AUGUST, 1886.

J. U. M. ROBERTSON, Esq., President.

Me. J. USHER,
Mb. J. T. KEJ LSON, 
Me. W. TURNBULL, 
Me. J. JONES,

Mr. A. DUR1E,
Me. J. SWINBURN, 
Me. W. DAVIES, 
Mr. J. CURLEY,

Me. J. THOMAS.
J. Evans sworn and examined :—

1578. President.'] You are the manager of Stockton Colliery, Mr. Evans ? ^ Yes._ _ Mr, J. Evans,
1579. "What experience in mining have you had? I had considerahle experience in mining atHome. . ^
1580. Hhw long have you keen connected with mining operations ? I have been connected with mining jj ^ug^iggg. 
at Home from the year 1875, when I was apprenticed to a mining engineer for three years.
1581. Then you have been connected with mining for eleven years and upwards—in what part ? In South
"Wales. _ ' . .
1582. After serving your apprenticeship, what experience have you had? After serving my apprentice
ship I spent two years at the Bristol School of Arts, _ _ _
1583. And after that ? I was appointed assistant manager for Harris’s Navigation Company.
1584. That is an extensive colliery ? Yes.
1585. What is tho output of coal per day ? 1,200 tons per day.
1586. Your profession is that of a mining engineer ? Yes.
1.587, How long have you been in tbe Colony ? Since the 16th June, 1885. _
15SS. Have you had experience of different systems of mining? Yes, both in the longwall, and bord, 
and pillar systems, but chiefly longwall. ,
1589. As an engineer, wbat circumstances do yon think ought to determine the system to be followed in
winning coal-seams ? Tbe general features of tho surface. $
1590. Or the character of tbe coal-seam? Yes ; the nature of tbe coal, the ndture of tbe roof, and the
nature of the floor. _ , ,
1591. Might a slight variation of these circumstances or conditions be sufficient reason for modifying tbe
system of working? Certainly. _ _ _ ,
1592. You would not consider a hard-and-fast or unalterable system of mining an intelligent system?
No; a man should make the system applicable to tbe circumstances of the mine.
1593. Is it your opinion that tbe system of working pursued in this district is tbe best that could bo
adopted for winning the Borehole seam ? In some circumstances I should say it is. _ _
1594. Docs the Borehole seam possess the same character in the different collieries? No; 1 do not think
it does. _
1595. Does the seam alter in character and thickness, and the nature of the roof? Yes, evidently.
1596. Have you observed that ? Well, I have not seen the Borehole seam myself, but from wbat I can 
learn it is of a different character from ours at Stockton.
1597. J. mean the Newcastle coal-seam ? It is evidently tho same seam.
1.598. Have you been in any of the adjoining collieries? I have been in the Co-operative.
1599. Does that seam of coal and roof differ from yours at Stockton? Yes. _
1600. Have you any exporiece of the Newcastle coal district other than what you have gained atStockton ?
None, except at the Co-operative, where I worked for three months. ......................................
1601. Did it occur to you, judging from your experience, that there was a disposition in this district to 
vary the character of the working to suit the conditions of the collieries? No; I have observed that 
there seems to be a desire for a uniform system of working; and, under any circumstances, each colliery is 
supposed to turn out so1 much coal per acre by followiug the same system.
1602. Is that, in your opinion, wise ? I do not think it is.
1603. Do you find there is any aversion to change tbe system ? I believe 1 do on the part of the workmen.
1604. That is, you find them disposed to run in the same groove? Yes.
1605. In what way do you find there is an aversion to change the system on the part of tho workmen ?
Well, from my experience of mining in this country, and the little I have had to do with the men, I find 
that the laws of the men are so arbitrary that it does not matter what advantages tbe seam of coal offers ; v 
there is a minimum here, not a maximum. _ _
1601. Then you are restrained from adopting a better system of miuing by empirical customs? Yes; 
and also the question of increased cost for getting the coal. _ _
1607. In your opinion, is a manager at Home fettered to the same extent by district customs ? No.
1608. Ho is allowed more latitude? Yes.
1609. Should a manager be allowed some latitude in choosing a proper system of working? Yes; the
manager is the person who should have such power within his own mine, as he is held responsible for tho 
safe and efficient working of it. _ _ _
1610. 1 suppose, iu your opinion, it would he to the advantage of all concerned in mining to encourage any
improved method of winning or working the coal-seams ? I think it should be; as regards the Delta 
collieries, certainly. _ ■
1611. 1 am not referring to the Delta collieries ; T am referring to the whole Colony—the whole world if 
you like. "Would it be to the advantage of a district if an improved system of mining were introduced ?
Evidently it would.
1612. Would an improved system of mining include increased care for the satoty of the men, as well as
increased facilities for gclting the mineral? Yes, in some cases. _ _
1(513. But in all cases would it be an improvement if you obtained these conditions ? 1 suppose it would.
1614. What depth were the shafts at Harris’s Navigation Company ? 765 yards to the 4-foot seam.
1615. Was your experience confined to that colliery? No. ^
1616. In what other parts wore you engaged at Home? Morthyn, Ahordare, Rhondda 1'alley, and
M vnvddvsdhvvn.
1617. Was (he same system of working pursued in all those collieries? No; at Aberdaro, (he 9-loot 
seam Ihero was worked on Iho principle of 8-yard bords and 10-yard, pillars.

1618.
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Mr. J. Evans. 1618. "What depth Was tliat? That was a depth, at the shaft, oE 100 yards; hut it went in under a 
mountain hundreds of feet in depth.

11 Aug., 1886.161Q, How did the system work ? We had a soft bottom and a strong roof there, and had to contend 
with very much “ creeping.”
1620. What is “creeping ” induced by? I believe it is induced by the fioor being so much softer than
the roof. ■
1621. Where was this ? At Aberdare, Bohndda Valley.
1622. In a well engineered or managed colliery—I want a general answer—are tbe pillars proper! ioned to 
the depth of the seam P !N~o, not in my experience. I find that in determining the size of the pillars you 
must take into consideration the nature of the strata and the extent of the coal as well.
.1623. Does not pressure increase with depth ? No; I do not think it does in tho light you look for pres
sure now. In the colliery of which 1 was assistant manager, where we worked a scam at 765 yards deep, 
the pressure was so great that we had to drive narrow places, while in a seam 60 yards below that there 
was not nearly so much pressure.
1624i. This question only admits of a categorical answer, Mr. Evans, and the question is, does pressure 
increase with depth ? Putting it in that light, no doubt it does.
1625. Putting it any light, the pressure must increase with depth ? But the nature of the strata is some
times such that the pressure is not observable.
1626. How would you, as an engineer, determine the width of bords and size of pillars—what circum
stances would guide you or would you take into consideration ? I would take into consideration tho 
nature of the strata from the surface to the coal.

, 1627. That is the depth and the nature of the strata? Yes ; also the nature of the coal and character of
tbe floor. I do not tliink I could fmd a hard-and-fast theoretical rule by which I could ascertain the size 
of pillars ; that could only be found by keen observation of the strata and circumstances.

■ 1628. But as pressure increases with depth, it follows that the greater the depth the greater must bo the
pressure upon the coal? Certainly.
1629. From an intimate knowledge of the coal, do you know the average weight which such a coal as 1 hat
of Newcastle, in situ, should bear ? 1 cannot say exactly what if should hear.
1630. Some of the very hard splint coals at Home contain a crushing pressure of 2,600 lbs. to the square 
inch. That being so, and tbe Newcastle coal not being splint coal, it would crush at a lower weight. 
You see the force of the question now, that as the pressure increases with the depth, necessity arises in 
increasing the size of the pillars in proportion to the depth of the seam ? Yes.
1631. Notwithstanding these laws, however, there are certain exceptional circumstances, such as heavy 
surface deposits or working under the ocean, winch would cause you to increase the area of the pillar and 
decrease the bord, irrespective of depth ? Yes.
1632. In your experience as a mine manager, is it considered good practice to leave pillars with a large 
margin to the good for resistance, to prevent pressure or “creeps”? AVcll, so much of that depends 
upon tho nature of the roof, as I have already said.
1633. I am asking whether in a well managed colliery it is the practice to leave pillars of ample sizo to 
sustain the pressure—to retain the integrity of the roof ? It depends entirely upon tho nature of tho 
roof, according to my experience, for 1 have scon greater risk uith largo pillars even than with small 
pillars.
163d. In wbat collieries did you see that? In the Aberdare, Khondda Collieries.
1635. What was the depth? About 100 yards deep, and working under the slope of n hill. In that 
place we worked a 6-foot seam below the 9-foot scam, and it invariably happened, if the pillars were left 
too large, the roof would cut up in the 6-foot scam.
1636. To what extent did tho upper seam influence the lower—1 have often seen pillars forced down 
from the upper seam into the lower? In this case, if the pillars in the bottom scam were left too large, 
they would cut up into the upper seam.
1637. Well, these are exceptional circumstances, only applying to particular cases, and the remedy suggests 
itself at the time. It is of very easy solution. But ui the case of a colliery working one scam, is it not 
considered good engineering to leave pillars of ample size to retain the integrity of the roof ? In one sense 
it does. But when pillars are left so much exposed to “ winding” the coal deteriorates very much on the 
outside.
1688. Is there a larger area exposed to “ winding” in large or in small pillars ? In small pillars.
1639. I think you would do well to recall your last explanation. Jf small pillars expose the larger area to 
“ winding,” then tho argument is in favour of large pillars? Yes, there it is ; but you must bear in mind 
you have to keep open your roadways.
1640. You have fewer roadways with large pillars than small pillars ? In the bords, but not in the 
headings.
1641. Talcing the whole field, yon must have a greater number of roadways with small pillars than with 
large ? As a rule the bord and pillar system is adopted in big seams, and the workings arc laid out in such 
a manner that the pillars may be drawn back.
1642. Could the pillars be drawn back if you left them too small ? No ; but where it is necessary to leave 
pillars in for ever they should be laid out with the least possible dimensions consistent with strength.
1643. Mr. Thomas.'] And sacrifice them altogether ? Yes.
1644. President^] You mean consistent with strength and the conditions of the colliery ? Yes.
1645. That does not alter the force of the question. Is it or is it not considered good engineering to leave 
pillars with a large margin for safety P It is good engineering, no doubt.
1646. What size of pillars do you leave at Stockton? They arc supposed to be 6 yards.
1647. In all cases are they 6 yards ? No, they are not.
1648. What size pillars are you leaving in the portions of the workings laid out now? 6-yard pillars, with 
4-yard bords.
1649. Do you know the prevailing custom as to pillars in the Newcastle District? It has been the custom 
here in many eases to draw the pillars out altogether, so that 1 do not think they can be said to have a 
hard-and-fast system here.
1650. Have you any system for controlling the size of the pillars. Do you drive tho bords by line, or fine 
the men for working wide ? No.
1651. Do you consider it an advantage to drive bords of a uniform size ? It would be a better system,
undoubtedly. 1652.
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1C52. Why not adopt some system whereby you could control the width of bords and size of pillars? In 
order to carry out that a largo amount of additional labour and cost would be involved.
1G5I3. In what way would it increase the cost ? It would necessitate a man being employed to look after 
the pillars, and make surveys, and do nothing else. ,
Itiol. If the bords wore driven away by plumbs, could not the overman, in going through the workings, 
control the thickness of the pillars, or, in other words, the width of the bords? Well, yes, but it would 
involve a considerable amount of labour. _ ,
IGoG. Suppose it took tlircc or four hours in tho fortnight to hang the plumbs, do not you tbink it would 
be a great advantage to secure a uniform thickness of pillars ? It would, evidently 
IGoC, Wbat thickness is your coal-seam in (Stockton ? The bottom seam of coal is 8 feet 9 inches, and 
the top seam 9 feet to 9 feet 6 inches.
1057. "Wbat thickness of strata divides them ? From G feet to 8 feet.
IGGS. Do you work the one coal-scam above tho other ? In one place I have. _ _
1G59. Have you prospected the field so as to prove whether the two coal-seams overlio each other similar 
to the way in which they appear in the shaft? Iso. not on that side. At one point they evidently do 
overlap one another, but I have not explored sufficiently to answer that question. _
1660. Supposing tbe two seams do overlio in that way, do you see any necessity for leaving pillars of ample 
sizo, the seams being separated by a thin divisional strata P Do you mean with the intention of working 
the two seams ?
IGGOl-. Yes, simultaneously? I do not think it would be practicable.
IGGOf. Why ? I do not think it would be safe, because we should be displacing too much strata, as I am 
afraid the strata dividing the two seams would not be strong enough in all cases.
1G61. That is, unless you cast the one pillar above the other ? Yes.
1GG2. Suppose you adopted that plan of casting one pillar on top of the other, do you see any reason now 
why they should be of ample size and stability ? In that ease they should be, undoubtedly. _ _
1GG3. Of what nature is tfie principal coal-seam—is it of a friable nature or otherwise ? Well, it is com
paratively soft.
1GG1. Is it not wbat you would denominate a soft coal ? No ; I would not denominate it a soft coal. 
1GG5. Compared with other Newcastle coals, is it not a soft coal ? It is not so hard as some in tho district.
1666. Are there any softer coals in the district ? That I cannot say, owing to lack of experience.
1667. There are several basalt faults shown on the plan—have these very much interfered with the 
workings ? They have.
1668. And added considerably to the trouble and expense of opening up the mine ? They have.
1669. In tho district to the west or south-west of the winning shaft, marked on the plan A within a 
circle, what is the width of the bords ? They vary from 8 yards to 9 yards.
1670. Are there any bords in that district above 9 yards in'width ? Yes ; I can show you a bord that has 
been abandoned eight mouths which is 11 yards wide.

11671. Can you give any reason for the bords being wider than S yards ? The hord I have referred to was 
not worked in my time.
1672. Are any of these bords proceeding to the west or south-west 10 yards wide ? They arc in certain 
places.
1673. And these bords are divided by pillars of wbat thickness ? From 4 to 6 yards.
1674. Do they go down as low as 2 yards in one place and 8 in another? I believe they arc as low as
8 in one place. ,
1675. Then why not say the pillars run from 2 to 6 yards in width ? Because if I were to say so I should 
be stating an untruth.
1670. At any rate they were between that and 6 yards. Who broke off those bords ? They were broken 
off in the time of the late manager, Mr. Hardy. •
1677. And you continued them? Yes. The part of tbe pit you refer to will bn abandoned, as wc are 
close to tho boundary ; and I am certain that the roof is excellent, the proof being that the bords have 
stood without showing signs of falling. I need not tell you (for reasons I know myself) that the colliery 
is labouring under disadvantages.
1678. Would it add to the expenses of tho colliery to reduce tho width of the bords ? Yes.
1679. You say there are no signs of “ crushing” towards the south ? No more than I can anticipate 
from atmospheric agencies.
1680. Then you have rather exceeded the margin of safety in respect to these pillars—in other words, 
the pillars can scarcely bear tbe weight that is imposed upon them ? That is an open question ; I would 
not like to say that.
1681. Then how do you propose to work the remainder of the field; do you propose to leave pillars 
of a uniform thickness of 6 yards? Yes.
1632. Why is there not a uniform system laid down and adhered to in collieries situated as Stockton is ? 
Well, I have not had very much experience in the district; but, judging from the experience of the past, I 
think I am perfectly justified, under tho circumstances surrounding Stockton, in doing what I have done. 
1GS3. But would it add to the expense to see that the men followed your instructions. You say you have 
laid down a rule, which is not always adhered to—would it add to the expense to introduce a hard-and-fast 
rule or method ? If the colliery was free from disturbed ground it would not perhaps, but it would now. 
1684. Ido not quite see it. but we have taken your answer. Then, at tbe point marked F within a circle, 
going towards the south, and approaching the waters of the harbour, you have opened out your coal; do 
you propose to work your upper coal in that situation in tbe same manner? Yes.
1635. Is it your intention to allow tbe men to come and go as to width of pillars, or do you intend to 
enforce obedience to instructions? To enforce obedience, certainly.
1686. Then do you consider it a good provision to impose fines in case of any departures from the rule 
laid down as to width of pillars ? Well, I think such a system would be desirable, although I do not 
know whether the fines could he imposed.
1687. Do you, generally speaking, know of any reason why these fines should not he imposed ? No.
1688. If you were told that it is the custom in the ad joining collieries to impose a fine in case of disobe
dience to orders, would you be disposed to adopt that method to enforce obedience to your orders as to 
tbe mode of working? 1 would. "
1689. Is the boundary of your estate at high-water mark ? No, low-water mark.
1690. Your estate does not extend under the harbour? No. 1691.

Mr.
J. Evans. 
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Mr. J. Evans. 1691. Towards tlie Pacific, have you secured any leasehold? Tes.
1692. What esteut ? 1,500 acres altogether.

HAug.,1886. jog;} To the north-east ? Tes.
' 169-1. What thickness of strata have you at present at the air-shaft ? Almost identical witli the strata

at the winding shaft.
1695. About 89 feet ? Something like that. _
1696. Do you know from the result of borings w'hether the surface deposits iucreaso or decrease towards 
the north and north-east ? They increase.
1697. Do you know the nature of the surface deposits in this 1,500 acres of leasehold? I do not.
1698. Do you think it would be advisable to have a knowledge of the superincumbent strata there? Yes ; 
I think it would be valuable information.
1699. How do you propose to work the coal under this ocean leasehold? That T have not decided upon.
1700. Do you ttiink it would be advisable to increase the size of the coal pillars under the ocean ? If the
strata is not of the same thickness, certainly I should. _
1701. But as you have no data to go upon, and as it may be difficult to obtaiu, do you think it would be 
advisable to take precautionary measures ? Oh, yes.
1702. And what precautionary measures would suggest themselves to you ? I would adopt a different
system of working. _ _
1703. What difference would you propose? ] would increase the size of the pillars, and lessen the width 
of the bords,
1704. Would it be advisable to carry exploring drifts well in advance of the bords ? Yes; and keep bores 
in advance of them again.
1705. Have you been notified by the Inspector and Examiner of Coal-fields to keep boreholes in advance 
of your drift workings ? Yes.
1706. At what drifts ? At drifts towards the north-east, within a circle, and going towards the east, and 
also going towards tho west.
1707. How far do you keep your bores in advance ? 10 feet.
1708. The necessity of keeping bores in advance of the drifts will bo much greater as you proceed under 
tho ocean, I suppose ? Yes. I do not think it is necessary with our present strata.
1709. Have you examined the cliffs at Signal Hill and Xobby’s, on this side of the harbour ? I have.
1710. Have you observed any indications of faults there ? Yes.
1711. At what part? Both at Signal Hill and Hobby’s, and the dyke.
1712. Have you travelled along the cliffs to the south of Signal Hill ? Yes.
1713. Have you seen any faults in the cliffs immediately to the south of Signal Hill? I have; there are 
two or three there.
1714. Do you think the faults there are the same as you have been encountering at Stockton ? Ho,
1715. Look at the plan, Mr. Evans, at Siguall Hill, marked B on the plan there are two faults going about 
north 10° east, and a little to the south is another fault going north 10° west. The line of that goes 
right through Stockton shaft. Do you think there is any connection between it and those basalt faults 
at Stockton ? Probably there may be.
1716. Further south than the last-named position of a fault there is a very large fault, that throws down 
the strata to the north, also running about north 10° west, which would take it to the west of Stockton 
pit. Do you think there may be some connection between those faults and the troubles you have mot 
with at Stockton ? Well, in the main drive, going east, the ground is more or less disturbed, and there 
are strong indications of a large fault there.
1717. Are you acquainted with the position of the coal-seam overlying the Borehole seam in the Hewcastle
District? No. .
1718. Have you heard of the Yard seam ? I have.
1719. It occurs in Stockton pit, about 153 feet down your shaft? Yes.
1720. The coal-seam at Stockton has a slight dip towards the harbour or towards tbe south. If you were 
told that that coal-seam was seen in the cliffs at Signal Hill, and also at Hobby’s, a few feet above the 
level of high-water mark, what inference would you draw with regard to the stratification between these 
points and Stockton ? I would infer that there was a fault somewhore between.
1721. Itunning, in all probability, in what direction ? It would run in a north-easterly and easterly 
direction.
1722. Do you think that fault may have had some influence on the peculiar conformation of the harbour 
at that point ? It might.
1723. Has a fault some influence in determining tho aspect of scenery ? Yes.
1724. Then, Mr. Evans, as the surface deposits increase in an uncertain way towards the northern
boundary of your ground, and as you know nothing about them under the ocean, you consider it would 
bo prudent and wise to keep narrow exploring drifts in advance of the bords going in these directions? 
Yes, I do. ....
1725. Considering the uncertainty that exists as to the thickness of the surface deposits in these direc
tions, have you any suggestions to make as to the most safe and certain method of winning the coal in 
those directions. In other words, have you any alterations to propose of tho present system ? Well, I 
should not adopt the 8-yard bord and 6-yard piilar system in those directions. I would arrange it the 
other way about—that is, I would be more inclined to adopt 6-yard bords and 8-yard pillars.
1726. Have you travelled along the beach to the north-east on the Stockton peninsula? Yes.
1727. Did you observe any rocks coming to the surface there within the first half-mile or so ? iNo.
1728. .If you were informed that north of the site of tho Lambion sinking the surface almost approached 
the top of the coal, and that further up thick hods of quicksand had approached the top of tho coal 
opposite your ocean leasehold, would it cause yarn lo be extra cautious in approaching that position ? 
Yes, it would, certainly.
1729. The knowledge of these circumstances would impress you with a belief as to the necessity of 
prospecting the cover of the coal in this 1,500 acres of ocean leasehold ? I think it is desirable.
1730. And so far as the Stockton present workings are eoneoriicd. do yon consider they arc in all respects 
safe and suit aide? Yes.
1701. That there is no necessity tor additional provs.-tons as to safety ? ISot with our present strata. 
1732. But you consider that the stability of your colliery would be increased by obeying a bard-and-fast 

* J ‘ " and

110 LOYAJj COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.



981

and undeviative system as to thickness of pillars ? As we get away from the shaft I think it ■would be J. Evans, 
desirable. I perfectly understand what you mean, Mr. President. But with the strata we are certain we 1i/'T'~>~TgA 
possess in the vicinity of the shaft, 1 do not think there is the slighest fear of anything occurring. '
] 733. That is scarcely the point. Without expressing any doubt as to the stability of the colliery, I have 
asked whether the stability would be increased by enforcing obedience to instructions to keep the pillars > 
of a uniform thickness ? Of course it would be increased—’that is a self-evident fact.
1731. If you inquired at the adjoining collieries, and discovered that a system of fines had been introduced 
in order to enforce obedience to these healthy provisions as to uniformity, would you be disposed to 
introduce tho same rule at Stockton? Tes, I should, unless I thought I could vary from them to suit 
my own circumstances. _
1735. Is it an evidence of good management to allow any variation from a good system ? I consider it 
was good management on my part to do what 1 have done at Stockton.
1736. Is your second shaft—the air-shaft—sunk to the coal ? No.
1737. Tou have not a second opening? No.
1738. How many men have you employed? 120.
1739. Hoes the Act provide for any limitation of time as to a mine with a second opening? Tes,
eighteen months. 1
1740 How long will it be before your second opening is completed ? It will be completed in the latter 
end of September. I think the shaft ought to be completed by the second week in October. It is let by 
contract.
1741. What thickness of metal are the cylinders ? I think they arc 1£ inch.
1742. That provides for an ample margin of security ? Tes.
1743. Mr. Jones^\ Are you quite sure as to the thickneft ? It is cither H inch or 1^ inch.
1744. ibwuVent.] Have any of the cylinders been cracked ? No; they aro quite sound.
1745. How much water do you pump from Stockton ? I cannot tell you how much the shaft makes at 
present. I can tell you what the pump does. We are winding water in a 400-gallon tank, but I could 
not tell you the quantity unless I counted the number of windings.
1746. About wbat quantity ? I do not think we make more than about 150 gallons a minute.
1747. That is about 9,000 gallons an hour? Tes. _
1748. Is the water salt? No; the water in the mine is fresh; but the water coming out of tho shaft is 
more or less brackish.
1749. Where does the water come from in the shaft? From underneath the brickwork.
1750. Wbat do the C3dinders rest on ? The rock.
1751. How do you account for the water coming from underneath the brickwork ? There must be a 
fissure behind.
1752. Are the cylinders in the Stockton winding shaft resting on a wedging curb ? Tes, I tliink so.
1753. Mr. Arei7som] In this western portion, marked “ E,” the two seams have come together in a dis
turbance that has taken place there ? The top seam appears to go out altogether—in point of fact wo 
have only one seam here. (The witness further explains, and says that the ground in this direction is 
subject to rolls, and he is in doubt as to whether two seams exist.)
1754. Then it is definitely arranged that you are to keep ahead your exploring places ? Tes.
1755. Mr. Ushr,r.~\ What expense would it involve to drive your places by plumb or line ; I understood 
you to say that it would involve a great amount of labour and expense. Will you explain ? I did not 
say a great amount of labour. My opinion is that if a system of that kind was to be thoroughly adhered 
to itTwould involve the necessity for a surveyor looking after nothing else.
1756. What amount would that cost per annum? Well, it would depend upon the wages you paid.
During the past, in Stockton, we have had such difficulties to contend with that it has not been so much 
a question of labour as expense, and we have been glad to get the coal any way.
1757. But what would be the cost of keeping these surveys ? At present I could do it myself, and I 
would have done it had 1 thought it desirable.
1758. President.At the point marked 11 C” within a circle it could quite easily be done ; it is simply a
question of pulling a tape along that heading. *
1759. Mr. ZMer.] Is it your intention to put in chocks of wood in the south-western portion of the
colliery? Tes; we are doing so. .
17G0. Why do you do that—do you consider it unsafe ? No; I have been asked to do so.
1761. By whom have you been asked ? By the Examiner of Coal-fields.
1762. Mr. Jones^] What reason was alleged? Because he thought tho bords were exceptionally wide.
1703. President^] Would it not be more economical to throw on a yard or two of coal, and save the
chocks ? I do not know that it would.
1764. Mr. Usher.'] Are you allowed to exercise your own discretion as to the width of bords and 
thickness of pillars ? Tes.
1765. Could you adopt any width or thickness at your own will and pleasure ? Well, I would not say 
that I could adopt 6-yard cords without consulting my directors, because it would mean increased cost,
1766. Have your directors complained to you at any time that you have left too much coal in the mine ?
No, I cannot say that; but they have pressed me to get as great an output as possible.
1767. I mean, have they seen fit to point out to you that you were leaving too much coal in the pillars ?
That is a question I do net feel inclined to answer.
1768. Have you seen an account of borings made to the north of tho present pit on the company’s 
estate? No, I have not. The only boring I have seen is a boring within 50 yards of our shaft.
1769. What does that boring show ? What are the surface deposits there ? Almost similar to the shaft.
1770. Have you a copy of that boring ? Tes.
1771. Tou are not acquainted with any other borings ? No.
1772. Or with some borings showing quicksand in official records? I am not aware of it.
1773. Do you not think it is desirable that you should be made aware of it ? I think it is dcrsiable that
one should get as much information as possible about such strata. ' • _
1774. Do you think that if tho borings to the north of the present shaft show beds of quicksand that it ‘ 
would be desirable to exercise great precaution in connection with your exploring drifts? It would be 
desirable to put headings and bores in advance—that is, in the main exploring headings.
1775. Do you know whether any mining engineer, other than yourself, has been consulted with reference
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Mr. J. Erana. t0 working tliis coUiery ? I do not know ol it. Mr. Ncilson may have keen consulted on behalf of the 
management.

11 Aug, 1886.1776t Then Mr_ Ne;lson is c]iecb viewer ? Yeg_
1777. Does he approve of the system carried on ? Tes, except as to exploring places.
1778. Have you any consulting viewer at your colliery ? bfo.
1779. Mr. Thomas.\ Has not Mr. Croudace been appointed to that position ? Not to my knowledge,
1780. Has he not been down your shaft ? Not since I have been there,
1781. How long have you been there? Since October last.
1/82. Then at the time Mr, Croudace wrote certain letters to the local papers he had not been down your 
colliery? No.
1783. ilfr. Jones,] Has he been down, then, lately ? No.

\^T' ^s\r'r^ ^ou recollect reading Mr. Cron dace's letters because you answered them at the time 
—did he not throw out some hints as to the Stockton Collicrv ? Not directly against Stockton, but 
indirectly he did. ' J °
1785. At all events, you saw fit to answer those letters ? Tes; I thought his letters were calculated to 
damage the reputation ot those mines, more or less, as well as the management, and in the inleresta of iny 
own^ Company I thought it was desirable on my part to answer them. .

Aod 1 suppose you still adhere to what you wrote at that time ? Tes.
1/87; Mr. JonesT] Tou have stated that there is a disposition on the part of the management in this 
district to pursue a uniform system, such as generally prevails now ? Tes.
1788. Did you ever suggest to your directors the propriety of adopting any other system at Stockton r 
JNo ; because, from a pounds shillings and pence point of view, I could not see my way to do it, owing to 
the minimum gettmg-pricc of coal in the distric# If I could have 6-yard bords free of yardage I would 
adopt the 6-yard bord system to-morrow.
1789. Tou say that the workmen hamper the proprietors in regard to the adoption of new systems of 
working ; would y0U give an instance ■when the workmen at any colliery have prevented the adoption of 
any other mode of working the mine? "Well, they do not do it directly, but indirectly they do.
1790. Tou mean they claim extra pay ? Yes, without taking into consideration advantages on their 

.. side, such as width of seam and clean coal.
T\csJimt^ taking out of pillars impair the safety of a mine—I mean the thinning of

pillars. If the system of 8-yard bords with C-yard pillars is adopted, would the thinning of tho pillars, or in 
other words, a departure from the system, impair the safety of the mine ? Yes, if you can prove that 
6 yards is the limit, but I do not say 6 yards is the limit.
1792. Have you seen any visible signs of pressure on the pillars ? I have seen what may be expected 
from exposure to atmospheric influence.
1793. Is such pressure visible when pillars have been left the full 6 yards? Yes.
1794-. Will you point out this on the plan? In these cut-throughs (pointing to the plan) they arc 
invariably G and 7 yards. ° t / j
1/95. Then the only reason you can give for having these thin pillars is pressure of circumstances ? That 
is one ot the reasons.
1796. Are there some others which you have not given ? There arc.
1797. Would you be kind enough to give them ? Well, X may say that it is generally the rule and custom to 
measure a manager s ability by the cost of bis output. More experienced men than myself have worked 
y-yard bords and 10- and 11-yard bords and taken the pillars out under watery strata in this district; and

, laving taken all things into consideration, believe that I have run no risk in doing what I have done 
as to keeping the pillars down and occasionally putting in a chock. lean show you bords that were 
-i^aunJ ^ , ,en Hardy was there, and which do not show the slightest signs of crushing.
1798. Supposing all the bords were 11 or 12 yards wide, and the pillars 2 or 3 yards wide ? Dot they
are not all so. i j j

^ adopted the 8-yard bord and 6-yard pillar system as a measure of safety, why depart from
it. 'Veil, you could put that question ivitb equal force to tho workmen themselves. Tou know it is 

t(7Tevenfc ^ ^together unless the deputy or overman is present all the time.
1800. How often do you measure your places;—supposing you measure two or three times a week, would 
not that be sufficient to control tho width of the bords ? Tes.
1801. Mr. Usher,] Have you deputies in your colliery? Yes.
1802. And an overman ? Tes. I may say there is a diversity of opinion about this.
1 had was an experienced man, about 50-years of age, and bis notion was to drive 
4-yard pillars in the place.
1803. President.] Did you appoint that man ? No ; I did not.
1804. Who appointed him ? He was recommended to the Company.

:£ken was he appointed over your head? He was appointed by the Company,
1806 Was he appointed against your will? I do not say that, but I had to dismiss a man in order to 
give him an opening.
1807. In point of fact you are leading the Commission to believe that he was tho manager, and not you ?
rani- J ^ te!, ^ you the facts as to his appointment, and what opinions he held.
wide ? Test/S/,e?'’ *°Ur ms1:ractions to llle miners were, I understand, to drive tho bords 8 yards

1809. Ami did he, in spite of those instructions, have the bords driven 10 yards wide ? It is not 
necessary for me to tell you that. My views and his clashed. Tou can draw your own inference, 
dismissed ^ ^ beGn diamissed 111 consequence of going contrary to your orders? lie has been

1811. Mr. Davies.] Do you think that the expense of an overman or deputy measuring the bords onec or 
CertainVno? Sh°ul(1 ^ allmvecL to sl!lud in the way of the bords being driven by line or plumb?

1812 If you think it necessary that tho bords should be driven straight, you do not consider that tbe 
cost ot a person being appointed to see it done for the safety of the men should stand in the way ? No : 
and it will not stand m tho way. J ’

Tl ^?.U a ma^*r cost? I say that in a large colliery it would be necessary to appoint
a man to look after the surveys, and have nothing else to do. Jin

The last overman 
10-yard bords and

1814.
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1814. But, ftS a measure of safety, you think it ought to he clone, notwithstanding the cost? Tea; and ttr. J.^Etops.
if I llad anticipated danger, I should have caused it to he done. _
1815. I understand the bords are turned away 8 yards wide with G-yard pillars? The bords are turned 1 u2-> •
away at 4 yards and widened out to 8.
1816. Then, in that ease, in the middle of the bords all of the pillars wouid bo worked out, or nearly so, 
if the bords are widened out to 11 yards ? Tea, if they are 11 yards, of course.
1817. Supposing.tbe bords on the other side were widened out again? Ido not want to suppose that.
We might as well come to “longwall ” at once. I admit that the bords have been widened, but 1 do not 
think that there is any danger in consequence of that. (
1818. The present system of working at Stockton, you think, would not be a safe one under tho ocean?
It would not; or perhaps I should say I would not be inclined to adopt the 8-yard system under the sea.
1819. Mr. Swinburn^ Do you, as a mining engineer, think it is possible for a manager to lay down a 
definite system of working a coal-field throughout; in other words, 'would you, as a colliery manager, he 
guided by circumstances as to the choice of a system of working ? Yes; I should vary my system 
according to the overlying strata, and all surrounding circumstances.

The witness withdrew.

B. Kennedy sworn and examined:—
1820. President.^ You are a miner ? Yes.
1821. Where are you working at present? At Stockton. _
1822. Have yon had largo experience as a miner ? Yes ; I have done nothing else since I was eight
years of age. _ _
1823. In what parts of the world have you followed your occupation ? I have been five years in tins 
district, five or six years in New Zealand, and before that in Northumberland; about fifteen years 
altogether,
1824. Is tbe coal at Stockton of a softer or harder nature than that in other parts of Newcastle? 
It is much about the same.
1825. What sized pillars do they leave in Stockton; what do the miners understand as the rule there ? 
The rule is 14 yards from the centre of one bord to the centre of another.
1826. That would be 6-yard pillars ? Yes.
1827. Is that rule adhered to ? I think it is,
1828. Have you seen smaller pillars there ? Yes, I have,
1829. Are the overmen particular as to the width of the pillars ? They were not until lately, but they 
are very particular.
1830. Have you any opinion to offer to the Commission as to any alteration in the mode of working that 
coal under the sea 1 No; I do not think so. I have wrought coal under the sea in the Old Country on 
the “longwall” system,
1831. In what part of the Old Country ? At North Seaton.
1832. What depth were you working then? The coal was 100 fathoms deep.
1833. Ho you consider it would be safe to work Stockton on the present system under the sea ? I think
it would. "
1834. You do not think any alteration would be necessary ? Well, they might work the pillars thicker, 
and be a little more particular, perhaps.
1835. Then you believe it would be necessary to leave larger pillars ? Yes, under the sea.
1836. What about the width of bords—would a narrower width of bords give you more security ? So far 
as I have seen in this district the wide bords work best; tbe narrow ones cut up.
1837. Supposing an alteration took place in tbe overlying strata, would that alter your opinion ? Yes ; 
but I do not tbink there is any great danger. When there is stone it will always choke itself.
1838. But supposing there is no stone? That is a different matter.
1839. You have not given this matter much consideration ? No; except that I value my own life as 
well as another.
1840. Then you have formulated no opinion as to the best mode of working the coal under the sea— 
whether a variation from, or adherence to, the present system would be advisable P ] have already said 
that I think the pillars should be thicker, and particular care taken when driving the bords 8 yards 
wide.
1841. Have you seen bords in Scotland 10 yards wide ? Yes.
1842. Ho you think tho men should be fined for a departure from tbe system laid down ? Yes; T thinlc so.
1843. There would be nothing heinously wrong iu compelling adherence to the rule ? No ; it is to the 
men’s advantage. Sometimes a man will become careless.
1844. We understand that Stockton has been somewhat troubled with faults that have interrupted the 
regularity of the workings to a certain extent? Yes.
1845. Mr. Thomas^] Have you noticed the strata on the opposite side of the pit—at Nobby's, for 
example? Yes.
1846. Ho you think that tbe rocks are as bard there as those that overlay the coal where you were working 
“ longwall ” at Home ? Yes.
1847. And quite as safe? Yes; I consider that Stockton is the soundest shaft in the country.
184*8. Mr. Davies,'] Were you at the sinking of Stockton shaft? Yes.
1849. Then you are able to judge from personal knowledge as to the character of the strata ? Yes; the 
metals are very sound.
1850. Bo you know anything about the strata overlying tho coal at Seaton in the Old Country ? It is 
much about the same, I think. There were about 15 fathoms of grey post next the coal there.
1851. You worked “ longwall ” there you say ? Yes.
1852. Bo you think it would be safe to work “ longwall” in Stockton ? No.
1853. Why would it not be safe, if the strata is as sound ? Because we have only one-half the thickness 
at Stockton.
1854. Then you do not think it safe to work “ longwall ” at Stockton ? No ; I would not like to work it.
1855. Mr. Jones.] Ho you think it would be advisable to have borings in advance of your headings in 
approaching faults ? I do not sec that it would be of any advantage.

991—P

Mr.
B. Konnedy.

11 Aug., 1886.

1856.
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Mr. 1856. Would it do any harm? Xo.
. cnne j. 1^57.^ Would it not indicate a source of danger if such were approached? It would in going towards old 

llAn workings,
’’ ' 1S5S. Have you never, iii the course of your experience, come across what are known as fissures in the

rock ? Yes ; I have seen them in Hew Zealand.
18o9. Is it not a common occurrence for water to come in from those fissures ? Yes.
1860.' Would not serious results follow from an inrush of water in Stockton, and would not a system of 
borings be tho means of warning you ? Yes.
ISG1. Then it would not be a useless system to inti’odueo? No; I would a.pprovc of anything for the 
safety of the men. ,
1SG2. Do you think it would he advisable ? Yes.
1868. il/r. Usher.'] Are you quite sure about the depth of the North Seaton Colliery ? No. I only know 
from hearing the workmen there say it was 100 fathoms deep. The Cairns Colliery, just across the water, 
was 110 fathoms deep.
1864 Did you know of any borings made at Cairns Colliery ? No.
1865. Do you know of any borings made there ? Yes ; they kept 15 feet in front.
I860. Did you work near the 90-fathom dyke in Northumberland ? Yes.
1867. Was “ longwallcarried on there to any great extent ? No.
1868. It was only a trial ? Yes.
1869. AT hat part of New Zealand did you work iu ? I worked at Green Island and on the West Coast. 
1 only heard the men talk about fissures there; I did not see any myself.

The witness withdrew.

John Kennedy sworn and examined:—
Mr. 18/0. President.] Are you a brother of the Inst witness ? Yes.

J. Kennedy. 1871. What has been your experience as a miner ? Very much the same as my brother ; I have worked 
in the same collieries.

II Arig., 1896.18/2. "Were you at the sinking of Stockton shaft ? Yes, and I am working there at present.
18/3. Are the cylinders in good order and of ample strength ? Yes.
1874. Whore does the water come from that falls down the shaft? Dart of it comes out of the 
cylinders, but wooden chocks were put in. and not so much comes out now.
1875. Does any water come from the bottom of the cylinders ? A little comes out of the brickwork on
which the cylinders rest. ”
1876. Why was not a wedging curb put in ? Well, my opinion is, that there is no necessity for it—there
is no pressure there, "
18/7. Do you consider the system of coal-getting that has been followed in Stockton the best that could 
have been followed ? Yes. They work on the same system as I have been accustomed to before.
1878. Where did you work at Home ? In Cairns.
1879. AVhat depth was it ? 100 fathoms.
1880. AVIiat width of pillars? 3 yards.
1881. Are you sure you saw 3-yard pillars in workings 100 fathoms deep ? Yes.
1882. You are quite certain ? Tes ; 8-yarcl bords and 6-yard bords, and 3-yard pillars in between them.
1883. Have you any suggestions to make as to the way Stockton Colliery should be worked under the
sea ? No; I cannot suggest any alteration. ' '
1S84. Do you think tho pillars at present left are sufficient for the support of the roof ? Yes, if they are 
kept of proper thickness, and are not allowed to bo cut into. ’
1885. There has been some irregularity as to the pillars up to the present, then ? It was so; but it has 
been remedied now.
1886. In what way? Ey driving the bords straighter.
188/. Is it the rule of the colliery to leave G-yard pillars ? Yes.
18SS. And 8-yard bords ? Yes.
1889. And do you consider that if the workings of Stockton Colliery were extended under the sea that 
the same system would ensure ample safety for the men, or can you suggest any alteration? I would 
not suggest any alteration, because, to my idea, if it stands as it is it would stand under tho sea.
1890. Would there not be more danger under the sea ? I do not think so.
1891. Can you be sure of the thickness of the surface deposits that are before you under the sea ? Of
course we do not know that. -
1892. Suppose you were informed that the surface deposits increased very much in thickness under tho 
sea, would it cause you to alter your system of working there? Yes, in that case.
1893. In wThat way ? By having narrower bords and bigge/- pillars.
1894. You know the rise is to the north-east; it naturally follows from that there is less cover on the toil
of the eoal in that place ? I do not know that. '
1895. Suppose you were told it was the case. At any rate you consider that in working under the sea it 
weuld he wise to increase the thickness of the pillars and decrease the width of the bords ? Yes.
1896. And would you advocate the carrying of exploring drifts in advance of the bords? I think that 
would be a very good plan.
189/. AVould you apqrrove of putting in bores in front and in flank of these drifts? It would be all 
the safer,
1898. Have you ever seen any open joints or fissures encountered in comparatively deep coal-mines at 
Home ? Yes.
IS99. Do you think you would be running any risk from the same fissures here ? I have not seen any 
signs of them.
1900. But, supposing such to exist, would it not be wise to know of such before working; the bords going;
up to them ? Yes, undoubtedly. "
1901. Have you given this subject consideration ? Well, I have in my own way. It would be better if 
we sounded towards the sea, in order to see if the surface was of the same thickness.
1902. Mr. Usher] In the workings from Stockton, going towards the north-east and under the sen,

suppose
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suppose yon came to a fissure, would that cause you tn think that some alteration in the system would he 
necessary ? Tes ; if it was that much further off. certainly. ”

The witness withdrew'.

Mr.
J. Kennedy.

11 Aug., 18b6.

James Harrison sworn and examined:—
1903. President!] Have you been employed at the Lamhton Company’s mine? Tes; I have been there Mr,
for sixteen years. ’ J- Harrison.
1904. Have you had some experience of sinking through surface deposits on the Stockton peninsula ?
Yes; I went down with Mr. Short sixteen years ago. 11 Aug., 1886.
1905. How far did you sink ? Down to the water-mark. •
1906. Can you point out on the plan the approximate position of the shaft? Tes (position pointed out 
on the plan) ; I have bored since then, and have a record of the strata in my pocket.
1907. 'Where was this put down ? I, should think it was about k a mile away.
190S. Did you boro down to the coal ? No : there is 102 feet 0 inches of sand. 2 feet 6 inches of clay, 
and 20 odd feet of sand again, then 7 feet G inches of clay, and 12 feet of clay again.
1909. At the position where you commenced the sinking of that shaft, what thickness of surface deposits
had you to pass through ? About 90 feet on to tho day. *
1910. And what followed the sand ? The cylinders did not go any further.
1911. What length of cylinders went dowui? 90 feet of cylinders ; they go down to the clay ; we had to 
stop as soon as we got to the level of the sea ; we had to press the cylinders down with weight.
1912. Can you explain to the Commission why such a small diameter of shaft was chosen—you had no
room to pump the water? No. *
1913. Then you did not succeed in putting that shaft down—you were defeated in your efforts ? Tes ; 
it was put down eventually by pressure from above, and faking the sand out.
1914. What caused them to stop operations there ? I was not there at the finish ; I left as soon as wo 
could not work inside; there were six or eight of us, and some of them died."
1915. Are the cylinders off the plumb ? Yes ; they are supposed to he.
1916. Hare you any other experience of sinking through the surface near fo Stockton ? No.
1917. Have you any experience as a miner in working coal under the sea ? No.
1918. Have you any opinion to offer as to the best mode of working tho Borehole seam under tbe sea— 
the same seam as you have at Lamhton ? Well, no; I would not say so; hut I have always thought they 
could not get the coal safely worked there.
1919. Supposing you had come to the coal where you wore attempting to sink, and found tho surface as 
bad as you have anticipated, would you have no mode to suggest of working the coal so as to ensure 
safety ? No.
1920. What do you think about 8-yard bords ? I should not like to wrork in a 1-yard bord.
1921. Do you think 8-yards rather wide? I do—the bords would break in.
1922. Aon think groat caution would require to be exercised? Yes ; you could not set timber enough.
1023. You think tho dead pressure of the surface would be so great ? Yes.
1924. It would depend upon the strata intervening between the sand and the coal ? Yes ; look at 
Berndale.
1925. Then you have no opinion to offer as to the safest mode of working the coal on the Stockton side 
of the harbour ? No.
1926. 3fr. N'eikon.] When you were sinking that shaft over there you had not to go far down before you 
came to the water ? No, and as soon as wc got to the level of the water were done.
1927. Did the water rise and fall with the tide? -----
1928. Then the water remained at its own level till the'shaft was abandoned? Yes, and tbe water is 
standing at the same level now.
1929. How did you got the sand out ? With some sort of patent that Short made—a sand pump.
1930. Then, in point of fact, nobody has been at the bottom ? No.
1931. Mr. Gurley.] Were not some divers down? Yes, but I left there after the third length of 
cylinders was in.
1932. Mr. Usher]. Was it a dry sand or a wet sand that you passed through in tho boring, the journal of 
which you have handed in ? It is a wet sand from top to” bottom.
1933. What you would call quicksand ? Yes.
1934. Were the bottom beds of sand more watery than the top beds ? It was all about the same from lop 
to bottom.
1935. Mr. Davies.] In your experience, you do not believe it is safe to win coal in tbe direction of Stock
ton? I do not think it safe, and would not work there.
1930. J/r. Jones.] You have no knowledge of the total depth from the surface to the top of the coal in 
that direction ? -----
1937. If you knew the quantity and quality of tho strata lying above the coal would it not possiblv alter 
your opinion? No, because I would not put a white man thereto work the coal after tho Forndale 
disaster.

The witness withdrew

Jas. Thomas sworn and examined:—
1938. President.] You are the manager of the New Lamhton Colliery ? Yes. Mr.
1939. Have you been long a manager in this district, Mr. Thomas ? Ycr, a good while. J. Thomas.
1.940. Do you know Bullock Island, Stockton, and the collieries adjoining the harbour? Yes. —v
1941. Do you know tbe general conditions under which they have worked the coal? 1 do not know 11iSSC. 
much about the formation there.
1942. You know they have gone through some thick surface deposits? Yes, but not from personal 
observation.
1943. Have you termed an opinion as lo the best mode of working tho coal, with safety to the men, from 
under the harbour or the sea :- -do you ihink'nny alteration in the district mode of working would be 
desirable? I do not think they should work the bords as wide a,s we arc working them.

1944.
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Mr.
J, Thomas.

11 Aug., 1886

1944. Supposing the case of a colliery with 160 feet of surface deposits, sand and clay, and 45 feet of 
rock intervening between the rock and the clay, do you think auy special form of working would be neces
sary? Yes.
1945. I am asking you to suppose a colliery working under tidal waters ;—wbat modification of the exist
ing system would you propose ? J should say narrower bords—say about 4-yard bords and 4-yard pillars.
1946. "Would it be advisable to increase the size of the pillars ? Well, you might go into 6 yards.
1947. That is 5- to 6-yard bords and probably G-yard pillars; but that would involve some alteration in the 
rates of hewing? It should not, I do not think there is so much difference between a 6-yard and an 8- 
yard bord.
1948. You tbink a 6-yard bord ought to be worked at the same rate as an 8-yard bord ? Yes.
1949. What is your experience with regard to the getting price of coal? It is too hard and fast.
1950. You tliink some latitude should be given to managers to alter or modify the system to some extent, 
according to the varying features of tbe roof or floor or superincumbent strata? 1 am coming to that 
now to a great extent. If I know I have a bad roof I try to get a narrow working.
1951. Do the men acquiesce ? They have no voice in the matter so long as I find the price.
1952. Then you find the price? Yes.
1953. Do I understand you to mean that, supposing an Act of Parliament were passed to enforce a nar- 
rower system of working, the men should work that narrower system of bords for the same money ? Not 
quite.
1954. You think there should be some alteration? Yes.
1955. Do you find any objection to modifications of the district custom of Newcastle;—do the men object 
to driving 6-yard bords ? No ; it is just a matter of expense.
1956. Then you recommend that in those collieries where it is probably necessary to drive narrow 
bords a little extra should be paid for working the narrow bords ? Yes, as the system now is, because a 
little more labour is involved.
1957. Mr. Davies] Do you think the price now paid for 4-yard and G-yard bords is excessive? Yes.
1958. Then, do you think that these collieries could he rendered comparatively safe by adopting that 
general system of increasing tho size of tho pillars and decreasing the width of the bords? It would go 
far in that direction.
1959. What is your opinion of carrying narrow places or exploring drifts well in advance of the bords? I 
consider that would be a measure of safety.
1960. How far would you carry them in advance—I suppose the further the better ? Yes ; for then 
you would know what ground you had to contend with.
196], What is your opinion as to the advisability of carrying bores in advance of those narrow prospect
ing places? I do not know that that is advisable.
1962. But it would be advisable, I suppose, if you were coming to a wash or fissure, as a means of addi
tional precaution, would it not? Yes.
1963. Can you always tell when you are coming to a fissure ? Of course not.
1964. President.'] Have you any experience as to basalt faults letting down water ? Yes, I know that,
1965. Then with sea-water in front of you, it wrould he necessary to ho very careful ? Yes, very careful. 
19CG. Then in that case you would advocate keeping bores in advance ? Yes.
1967. In tbe case of a colliery about 250 feet deep, with about 200 feet of quicksnnd above and 40 feet 
of strata between that; and tho coal, do you consider it would be prudent to prospect tho surface deposits 
over the area intended to be worked under the ocean ? It would be a wise precaution, because, as I have 
said, yon would by such means prove the ground you have to contend with.
1968. Do you think you aro as likely to meet with fissures under the ocean as elsewhere ? Yes, and more 
so, probably.
1969. Would you be inclined to even modify the views you have expressed as to the best mode of work
ing for safety ? No ; I would not modify the system to a greater extent than I have suggested as to 6- 
yard bords.
1970. Under present circumstances, when you drive the bords under a certain width they become unwork
able to profit ? Yes.
1971. Mr. Davies] Yon are aware that the water came through in Ferndale in a 6-yard bord? So far as 
as I can gather it was in a heading of broken ground.
1972. Are not fissures met with in all parts ? But not of that description—running up straight as was 
the case there.
1973. But you cannot tell when you may meet them ? No doubt, but if you prospect in front of the 
workings you must find them.
1974. Can you get as much in a 4-yard hord as you can in a 6-yard bord ? No; but I consider one man 
in a 4-yard bord is as good as two in an 8-yard bord,
1975. You know that when the price was fixed years ago it was on tho condition that the bords were to 
be worked 8 yards ? Yes.
1076, Mr. Jones] The safety of the property and protection for the lives of the workmen should be con
sidered in common ? Yes.
1977. Mr. Usher] Have you examined tho strata round Nobby’s and the coast here ? No.
1978. What acquaintance have you with the strata overlying the Borehole seam ? I have been at Minmi, 
Lamhton, and New Lamhton.
1979. Have you been to Nobby’s ? Well, I have not studied that much.
1980. D ave you ever been to 8hcpherd’s Hill, where the Yard seam comes out on the beach there ? Yes. 
.1981. Did you ever examine the hill overlying that ? Yes.
1982. Do you consider it would be safe to work under the sea there with G-yard bords ? No.

The witness withdrew.

Mr.
H. Haiyer,

1983.
1984.
1985.

llAug.,188e. 1986,

Henry Harper sworn and examined:—
President] You are manager of Maryville Colliery, Mr. Harper? Yes.
You have been long connected with the coal trade in Newcastle? Yes,
For how long ? About twenty-eight years.
What collieries have you been connected with ? The A.A. Company, in tbe first place.

1987,
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Mr.
H. Harper.1987. In connection with what coal-seam? Both the Yard seam and tho Borehole seam but not as 

manager there. I was a miner in the first place. _ .
1988.0Iii what shaft do you work the Yard seam ? In the P pit. * <> Ttr ±. 11 Aug., 1886.
1989. Bid the workings extend from this colliery to the west of bbepherd s Bill under tho harbour. Not

in my time. ] have heard so, but, I know nothing about it. ■ • n
1990. What system of working was adopted in the Yard seam ? Bold and pillar _Y

now Nearly so—the pillars1991. With the same width oi bords and thickness of pillars as obtains
were scarcely so thick. _
1992. What thickness was the Yard seam ? It varied from 2 feet to d teet d mciies. 9
1993. The system of working 8-yard bords with 4-yard pillars has bocomo the custom m this district.

1994 Bo you approve of that s\ stem of working under all conditions P It would not suit all places.
1995. It would be wise to vary it according to circumstances ? Yes.
1996. You have had some experience, I believe, in prospecting the coal-field adjoining the harbour, m the

way of putting down bores, have you not ? Yes. f
1997. In what situations have you put down bores P I have put down several bores not far from Maiy-

ville. ...
1998. And on the Maryville ground ? I put down ono on Maryville. ^ i ■ j;
1999. Would you indicate the positions as near as possible ? les (witness refers to the plan, and indi

cates positions of two bores). r
2000. Bid you get the coal-seam in both these places? Yes. , „ ir , . ,rr.f-'.n
^ Note i—Iii the boro to the N.W. of tho present working rfiaft, Mr. Harper states that he got oO

' feet of rock overlying the eoal. _ *
2001. And how much sand or surface deposiis overlying the rock ? 60 feet. oo rw-
2002. In the bore almost due W. from the present working shaft, what did you get. We got 22 toot ot

sand, and all the rest was strong stiff clay. vox'
2003. Much the same as the deposits overlying at the present shaft ? . , p
2001. And a short distance due W. from your present shaft, you come to a termination ot your coat-se. .

2005. Then tho bore you have marked on the plan is a few chains further west than the irregular line of

2006. How do you account for the eoal being found there? Wo never lost our coal anywhere ; the wash 
come down in the seam. Our seam, as a rule, is about 16 or 17 feet thick, and all at once
driving our heading, and about 5 or 6 feet from the floor, the men struck the wash
2007. Then you had afterwards a few feet of coal ? Wo had 5 feet of coal all the time.
2008. Coming to the N.W. you also lost the coal entirely there ? Yes; it went away entirely there.
2009. In the bords off this headiug you defined the line of the wash . lea. u. -i- UoHov
2010. Bid you lose thecoal in these bords? No; we expected to, though, and I thought it the better

201lf How many feet of coal did you get in the bore marked No. 2 ? It was smut and coal;
2012. In these A and B headings shown on the plan appears a wash-out—did you succeed m hading the 
coal ? No. Here (pointing to plan) it ran clean out, and there was no sign of coal; hut we had coal

more or less all the way through here. ^
2013. The coal ran through A and B headings more or loss? 1,'cs.
2014. What extent was it? About 3 feel 6 inches.
2015. With the wash on the roof ? The wash is not far away.
2016. How many feet of clay had you ? In the shaft wc had 100 feet of clay. , . . ,
2017. Bo you look upon that ckv as a valuable protection against the inroads ot sand and water .
2018. What is the width of the bords and the thickness of the pillars m tho present workings .
bords and 4-yard pillars. We did work some 8 yards at first. , tlmt T
2019. What reason have you to assign for making an alteration ? The ouly reason 1 can assi n is that I 
found it took a great number of props, which would break with the weight upon tlmm, and I found 

considerable relief through reducing the width.
2020. The clear section of your coal-seam measures 16 feet ? Yes.
2021. Boos that thickness of coal prevail all through your colliery ? I wish it did.
2022. With the exception of the wash I mean-in the working places ? Yes in most places we have tried.
2023. How much of the 10 feet have you hitherto worked ? We have becu hitherto working d teet 6 m.

2024. The bottoms or tops, is that ? The bottoms. . r £ <■ o • ,n ^
2025. What thickness is the bottoms ? Well, the whole of the props wo are using are o feet 2 inches to

2026^ Have you left the thick top coal on as a roof hitherto ? We have worked it in some places, and

towards the north-east wc have taken out the tops. . „ j n.vinohf
2027. ]n what way did you take out the tops ? After wc worked out the coal going forward we brought

2028. How do you propose to recover the coal in the future ? We purpose abandoning the bottom coal

now, and working the top coal. , ,r, __
2029. In what part of tho colliery is this ? In the E, E, G, and H headings, and I hca,dint). _
2030. In these headings you propose to work on the top of the bottom coal, and leave it for ever / Ao ,
not so far as I am concerned. . „ , , , ■ , i ,,
2031. Bo you consider this mode of working the tops is as safe as that which you described, ot drawing

the tops coming back ? 1 should say much safer. , , • r .v u i,_™ ir.
2032. In what wav? Well, in bringing hack the tops you have no foundation for the timber; you have to
put it on a made foundation. In this instance, on tho other hand, we shall have the solid bottom coal or 
’‘morgan ” to put the props on. And for another thing, I consider the area that will ho taken out mil be 

nothing like so much ; and if it does collapse it will he likely to choke itself. „ ,,
2033. But in the event of a fall taking place, it could only take place behind the men . Tes,
2034. Would not that expose them to considerahle peril ? 1 do not see it. „ . , ,
2035. In the former mode of working you took the tops coming hack, and the men had a tree right-

of-way? Yes. 2036i

I do. 
6-yard
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Mr.
E. Hnrpcr. 2036 Iu the proposed mode of working tin men will only hive one means of escape, and in the event of a 

inlht would cut oft that means of exit :J Yes. '
llAug.,lE8G. ^llfin-n,1 \IiatTa-v C0Illd the proposed mode he safer than the old system of working? Because 

thjnk u 1° 13 a'7 Pro^ility of it eomiug iu. We do not take the whole of the tops out. 
onno 1 °)i ““j1 do y°V ea™ m ? There is 3 foet or 4 fcet of coal there hi that top hand.

11 ‘ ii ordVVli’>' Places, how much coal do you leave in? There is about 1 ft. 7 in. of good market
able coal there which we have timbered up to. 6
2010. Is that a natural parting, that ono 1 ft. 7 in. of coal ? • Yes; there is a stratum of shale above
I Lin.li 11.
upward^™ ^°U liroved tke r00^ cd lho mine where you propose to work the tops ? Yes; by bores going 

20-t2. What is the character of the roof ? Strong day—a bluish clay.
2()'i3. The roof improves as you go north and east? Yes. "
2044. 1 lie washout to the west has cut off a large portion of your coal-field ? Yes ; it has to a certain 
extent, the coal is too thin to xvork.
ume has not sm'led on you going towards the west? No ; so far it has not.
onkin,keU ‘Y t 'lvll°le; do yOU consider Maryville Colliery is in a safe condition ? Perfectly safe 
^Ot/. (jiving tult_consideration to the surface deposits? Yes, J. do.
20IS. In your opinion, is that system of working that you are going to pursue open to auy further obiec- 
hon than 1 have indicated? 1 cannot say that it is. J J
20.10, Have the Check Inspectors urged any objections against the mode of working pursued ? No • not 
that 1 am aware or. ’
2030. fliis the Government Inspector spoken of it? No; I think he approves of it. He was down 
there last Saturday.

^’deu d'd Maryville Colliery reach the coal-seam? About two years am).
2032. Have you a second outlet ? Not at present. ‘ °
2053. Have you commenced one ? Yes.
2031, In what position is it? It is marked on tbe plan, to the north-west.

-J4 18 ®*0PPfd I see—have you fixed on another position ? No ; I do. not know why it is stopped 
20o6. lias Mr. Croudace visited your colliery ? Yes.
collicry^^'* do y0U ^now ^ 4 4ave no* heard with what object, except to report upon the

2058. Has he sent in a report ? Yes.
2059. Have yon seen it ? No.
2000. Ho you know from any source the tenor of it ? No ; not as I ought to have heard it. I have heard
Komot.iing or it which might have emanated from him. I bclievo lie made several complaints—everythin** 
was all wrong. x j »
2061. Were you prepared for this ? I had to be prepared for it.
2002. But it did not much surprise you ? Not at all. He complained that 
drove loo many headings. But if I had driven headings where he marked 
coal out at all; we should have gone into the wash.
2003. The line of this wash is very marked? Yes, it is.
2001. Have I delineated it accurately upon tho plan ? Y es.

i1avc 'T°u Proved ^ i'1 headings to the north-east ? There is no sign of it that way at all,
2060. Do you read the Newcastle daily papers? Sometimes.
206/. Did you observe Mr, Groudace’s letters in one of these papers in March last? I did- that is I 
remember his letters about the Delta collieries. ’ ’ '
2008. Did those letters distui‘b your peace of mind ? Not at all.

^1ave nn3r effect upon the minds of your directors ? I cannot say that.
2070. Do you know whether they alarmed the public mind? I think it did not do them any good to 
read such letters. I think the public were inclined to think the case worse than what it was 
20/1. Do you know Bullock Island and Stockton Collieries? Yes,
2072. Have you formed any opinion as to the best mode of working the coal-seam under the ocean or 
harbour? No ; it docs not concern me.
2073. As it concerns everyone else in the Colony, I should think it would concern you? If I was 
going to work it .1 would make it my concern.
2071. M hat alteration in the present system, if any, would you be prepared to recommend for working 
the coal towards the sea? WeH, I would work it somewhat smaller than we are doing here, and leave in 
large blocks of eoal.
2075. Would there be any harm in leaving larger pillars'? The only harm would be the loss to the 
proprietors.
20/0. Is not the safety of the men the first object to be considered ? Yes.
2077. Then, as a purely precautionary measure, and in order to leave a margin on the side of safety
would there be any ham m leaving larger pillars P I was thinking if you leave a barrier, say of several 
chains, it would not be a very large area of workings, and 4-yard iiillars might bo sufficient for a lon°- 
time with such large barriers. 1
2078. There is very little margin in 4-yard pillars ? Of course.
2079. Then you would have no objection to larger pillars, providing they would ensure greater safety ? 
No; .should have no objection to them at all; but if I were the owner of the property, I should 
probably advise that there should he 4-yard pillars.
20S0. Still you would take all the surrounding circumstances into consideration before coming to a 
< ooC.rnii'Jat'm1,; / 1 should study the lives of those in my employ before anything else. '
- M. ill-. f/iojiMfi.J vviih reference to this portion here, towards tbe west, which you know has no roof, 
do you depend entirely upon the top coal ? Yes. - ■ • i
2082. Are vou not afraid that there may be a subsidence ilierc long before you get to the boundary P 
-Although there is a heading driven there, none of that is worked, or can be worked, because a 3-foot seam, 
or even 3 feet <> inches, would nut pay us to touch it at all. That will remain intact.

i I paid too high wages and 
them I should have had no

2083. Have you no fear yourself of this portion of 
there between each of the headings, besides the pillars.

the workings? No; there is a barrier of eoal

2084,



989

2084. In the way yon propose now to open up on the top coal you admit that you go ahead of the Mr- 
danger, and whatever danger there may be is eonseiiueiitly behind you, in which case there is not out- ^ ®arPc:ri 
let for the men, is there ? hfo.
2085. Suppose you were to come suddenly upon one of these treacherous drifts, and it was to come in 11 Aug.,1886. 
suddenly, perhaps in the centre of a bord, what then ? Well, of course we might experience such a
thing, but J do not think it is probable that it would occur whore we have tried it so often. Wc have 
had no water conic in to speak of.
2086. But sand might cover any number of men inside of a cave-in with no outlet ? Whatever of sand 
we have is confined to the surface. Nothing but clay has ever come iu so far.
2087. But it will run sufficient to choke the place up for the time being ? What we have found is gravel 
with water in it, but not of any eonserpionce, and that drops to the clay. Wc have bored up to this 
beading to see what we have got over the top.
2088. jfr, Ourlay.'] How long is it since you commenced working the coal in Maryville? I am speaking 
from memory, but I suppose it is about fifteen months ago.
2080. How many shafts have you at Maryville at the present time ? One.
2 >00. Then, in the event of anything taking place in connection with that shaft, there would be no other 
readout? No.
2091. Has anything been done with reference to the sinking of a second shaft ? Only so far as I have 
stated. I can get it down in two months when I start; I have everything prepared for'a start.
2092. Have you not been ready for some considerahle time ? Yes ; for two months about.
2092. Then what has delayed your operations ? This report of Mr. Croudace, I suppose. They told me 
to stop all operations in connection with the sinking of the shaft.
2094. Is that since Mr. Croudace visited your colliery ? Yes, since that.
2095. Has any intimation been made to you with regard to the report from Mr. Croudace ? Nc ; only 
what I have said. Suggestions have been made as if they emanated from the directors, and not from Mr.
Croudace at all; hut I know very well they could only have come from Mr. Croudace.
2096. Have you had any intimation from the directors as to stopping work at the shaft? Only what I 
have told you; that is, I got a telegram to stop all expense in connection with the shaft.
2097. Perhaps you can supply the Commission with a copy of that ? Yes ; I can, if it is desired,
2098. Has Mr. Croudace been down Maryville Colliery recently ? Only once, about six weeks ago ; lie was 
down there about an hour and a half.
2099. Has Mr. Croudace sent in a report? Yes ; they say so ; I have not seen a copy of it. I saw a plan 
or tracing that he sent down, showing how the colliery should be worked.
2100. President^] Have you got a copy of that ? No.
2101. Mr. 0<irley.~] Do you consider it desirable to have a second opening at Maryville? Most decidedly ;
I would have had it down before now if I bad had my own way.
2102. Has the Inspector of Collieries visited Maryville lately ?' Yes.
2103. Has he ever made any complaints? Yes, several; we were fined once for not having a proper 
amount of ventilation.
2104. Has anything been said by the Inspector with regard to putting down a second shaft? Yes; he 
has continually urged it. I promised him seven or eight weeks ago that I would have it down at the cud 
of July, and so I would.
2105. Have you had an official communication from the Inspector on the subject? Yes.
2106. Mr. Davies.] Did not yon put down a bore this side of Little Bedhead ? Yes ; on the beach near 
the old smelting works ; I went down 172 ft. 6 in. to the Borehole seam.
2107. Did you get any sand drift on the top? No ; all solid rock from the start to the finish.
2108. How far is it from the sea? It is right on the beach ; we have had to run away from the tide 
there when we were working at the bore.
2109. And you had bard rock from top to bottom ? Yes.
2110. Would that be part of the estate leased from Maryville by the Burwood Company? No,
2111. You put a bore down on Mosquito Island, did you not ? Yes. .
2112. What sort of ground did you passthrough there? Wash, and sand, and gravel—about 40 feet; 
tben we got clay, and then we got down to the coal. We bored through two seams 30 feet apart.
2113. What depth was the bore? It was GO or 70 feet down to the coal.
2114i. Mr. Thomas.] It was of no commercial value, was it? No.
2115. Mr. Davies.] Did you put a boro down on the'north shore ? Yes (position indicated on the plan).
2116. Mr. Jones.] Do you intend to split any of the top band in the new mode of working at Maryville ?
What I want to accomplish is this : We have a good parting of about 4 ft. 6 in. from the floor, and a 
good parting of 1 ft. 7 in. above that. My object is cheap working, and to keep within the district rules 
you must have 5 feet of coal before you can get the eoal cut for 4s. 2d. a ton. 1 only want tbe men to 
take what coal will amount to the 5 feet. ‘
2117. You want to go a little above the 5 ft. ? Yes. I want to leave as much eoal up for a roof as J can.
2118. You say Mr* Croudace made a general all-round complaint. Has any very great saving been effected 
through.Mr. Croudace’s recommendations ? No. I have done all I could to save. I bad carpenters and 
blacksmiths employed for this new shaft, and 1 have knocked them off.
2119. There has been no great saving ? No. I may say that I have a large interest in the colliery. I' 
went there at a small salary to make tho thing a success, and I expected to make something out of if.
2120. You have a desire to work the mine in a safe and practical way? Most decidedly. It is to my
own interest to do so. "
2121. Afr. Usher.] YD)at is the thickness of the bottom coal you are leaving? 8ft, 2 in. of clean eoal.
2122. Below the “ Jerry ” ? Yes.
2123. Would it not be very expensive to properly timber that, after removing the loq) coal ? No; not 
so expensive as in working the bottom.
2124. Can you supply the Commission with a copy of the plan submitted by Mr. Croudace to your 
directors? I think I cun.
2125. And also a copy of his report? I have not got that. You might get it from the directors.

The witness withdrew.
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... Archibald Gardiner sworn and examined:—
Mi1. 2126. President.'] By profession you aro a mining engineer, Mr. Gardiner, I believe, and you arc now 

Gardinet. manager of the Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery ? Yes.
1 H;l've you had extensive experience in the management of collieries ? Yes ; I harm been thirty years

Ang,, 1886. connected with mining altogether; since 1873 I have been connected witli the management of collieries, 
and before that I was assistant manager.
212S. Where did you gain your experience ? In Scotland. I was a practical miner in the ironstone 
works, Ayrshire. I have also followed my profession in South Staffordshire, and in Ireland and India.
2129. And you have a practical acquaintance with all the different systems or inodes of mining? Yes.
2130. Is it in accordance with your experience that the mode of winning and working of coal-seams should 
vary with the character of the coal and the surrounding circumstances ? Certainly.
2131. And a slight variation of the circumstances or conditions might he sufficient to warrant a modifi-
eition of the system of coal-getting? Yes. '
2132. Does the Borehole coal-seam possess the same character in the different collieries throughout the 
district ? No; it varies, so far as my experience of tho collieries goes.
2133. What collieries have you seen here? I have been down East Waratah and Burwood.
2134. What collieries in Scotland were you employed at? I was engineer for ten years over all Colonel 
Buchanan’s estates in Lanarkshire, and in Stirlingshire and Benfrewshirc.
2135. Was the depth of tho shaft considerable in any of tho collieries that you superintended? I was 
in one of the deepest in Scotland—the .Kirkwood.
2136. What was the system of working? Longwall, and pillar and stall,
2137. Is it in accordance witli your experience of mining that the size of pillars should be proportioned 
to depth and pressure ? Yes.
2138. Docs the pressure on coal pillars increase with the depth? Yes.
2139. In the collieries you have mentioned, was the size of pillars varied in accordance with varying 
circumstances ? Yes,
2140. And the greater the depth the larger the pillar and narrower the bord ? Yes,
2141. Is it wise in practice to leave pillars with a large margin of resistance to the good? Yes, certainly.
2142. Was it iu view of some such consideration as the foregoing that determined you to lay out Bullock 
Island pit on tho present system ? Yes.
2143. What size pillars do you leave ? 8 yards.
2144. And what width of bords ? 6 yards.
2145. And do you maintain tins rule strictly ? Yes, rigidly.
2146. In case of there being a departure from that system, have you a system of fines to maintain tho 
rule? Yes; the penalty is lialf-a-crown per foot.
2147. You consider it so important to maintain regularity ? Yes. ■
2148. A.nd you fixed upon the system of working after considering all the circumstances of the mine?
Yes ; I considered carefully before I would go even 6 yards. . .
2L49. .What is tho thickness of your coal-scam ? About IS ft. 9 in. From a boring I have made I find 
there is not more than 3 inches Variation. "
2150. What proportion of tbe coal do you work? From 5 to 6 feet. I take out about 25 percent, of tbe
whole coal. *
2151. Do you propose in future to recover the thick top coal, or any portion of it? That is under con
sideration just now.
2152. Then it is not determined ? No, not determined.
2153. Wbat was your reason for leaving such a large portion of your top coal unworked. What does the 
roof of your coal-seam consist of? J.t is all rock—sandstone rock,
2154. Is this rock sound and hard ? Yes, so far as .1 have seen.
2155. Has any fall of importance occurred in Bullock Island Colliery ? No. Bart of the “morgan " has
once or twice fallen, hut nothing else. ' .
2156. Above this rock, what overlies the eoal—what stratification have you got ? It is all rock up to 
about 50 feet, and then we get to a section which 1 cannot see owing to (he cylinders. There is 45 feet of 
rock above the coal-seam.
2157. What is the nature of (he surface deposiis overlying the rock ? It is clay.
215S. For how many feet ? There are 70 or SO feet of clays.
2159. Do you look upon this clay as forming a protection from the surface deposits ? I do.
2160. What quantify of water have you in Bullock Island ? I do not think there is 65 gallons per minute 
in my pit at the present time ; .1 tested it the other day.
2161. Do you know the area over which this thick layer of clay extends? No ; I have no idea.
2162. Would it be an advantage to yon to possess such knowledge? Yes; no doubt there would he an 
advantage in such knowledge, but there might be a disadvantage in probing it too much.
2163. With bores ? Yes. with bores.
2164. Why should there be a disadvantage in that ? Because we might probe it through.
2165. Would it not squeeze together or close up again ? It might.
2166. Yo.u have sunk through the surface iu your shaft by means of cylinders 10 feet in diameter ? Yes.
2167. Are these cylinders perfectly watertight ? They are not exactly tight. The corroding nature of 
the water has an influence on the bolts.
2168. Was not a wooden joint left in between the segments? Yes.
2169. Could you not tighten these by wedging them ? Yes, that might he done.
2170. Are you certain about the thickness of the rock above the coal, Mr. Gardiner ? I have no doubt
about it. ■
2471. "Would you be surprised to learn that you have only 25 feet of rock ? Yes; I should be very much 
surprised, indeed—for wc measured 28 feet clear, with two members of the Commission present.
2172. How far have the cylinders entered into the rock ? I have been told by Mr. Fairley jtliat they enter 
into the rock about 20 or 30 feet. Tbe plan I have got gives the distance, and I have good reason to 
believe that the cylinders arc a considerable distance into the rock.
2173. Is the tubbing of ample strength ? Yes.
2174. Is it secure ? Perfectly.
2175. Are any of the plates cracked ? No; I do not tliink so; not to any extent.

2170.
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217G. Is there any opening 2 inches wide ? No, I do not tliink the cracks arc .half an inch.
2177. Do they weaken tho tubbing? No; they are horizontal cracks.
2L7S. Have you received any report on the condition of these plates from the Check Inspectors ? 
receive a report on one occasion. I can lodge it with the Commission.
2179. Have you done anything to remedy the defect in the cylinders ? No.
2180. IVhy have you not done so ? I did not consider it was necessary to do anything.
2181. In your opinion, is your shaft perfectly safe? Tes.
2182. Do you know Mr. Minekham, one of your sinkers ? Tes, i _
2183. Do you consider him an authority ? No ; I do not consider him an authority upon anything.
2184. Has he complained to you with regard to those cracks in the cylinders ? No.
2185. ]f he had told you that they endangered the lives of the workmen, what would you have done? I 
should have looked to see ; but lie never said anything to me.
2180. Jf he had told you that there was only 25 feet of rock above the eoal, and 15 feet of no value, what
would you have said ? "Well, I think I should have told him he was a fool.
2187. When did you last see Mr. Minekham ? I saw him to-day.
2188. Did he make any complaint to you ? No. '
2189. Could these cylinders be tightened, if necessary ? Yes. _
2190. Docs any water come from behind the cylinders ? None comes from behind the clyinders. Any
water that comes is from the bottom—where they commenced to put them on from the bottom. "We have
renewed the washers repeatedly.
2191. Has the Examiner of Coal-ficids or the Inspector examined your shaft P Not to my knowledge.
2192. Have they made any complaint or remark about it ? No complaint has been made. The Examiner 
of Coal-lields, on looking down the shaft, made the remark that it; was a very dry shaft.
21.93. Before commencing to work the coal at this colliery, did you lay out a scheme of operations before 
the Examiner of Coal-fields? I was not manager at the beginning; but 1 think Mr. Elctoher drew out a 
plan for the Examiner, who approved of it.
2194. Wo have been told, Mr. Gardiner, that some trouble arose a few mouths ago in consequence of 
your working beyond the boundary ;—is that so ? It was a little piece of ground that was said not to bo 
within our lease. I had written instructions when I took charge, but they were in it before I was 
appointed manager, and I continued the heading. I was appointed in May, 1885, and the heading was 
then into tho coal; and in June, 18SG, I was told wc had no right to it.
2195. Did you hear any reports going about as to the serious nature of tho position ? J. was told that 1 
was no bettor than the Tighe’s Hill robbers.
2199. Who told you so? The Inspector.
2197. Mr. Did tbe Examiner of Coal-fields make any remarks about it? No. He came to the
office, and asked mo by what authority I was working there, and I told him I bad a Board of Directors who 
gave hue instructions. _
2198. President.'] Was the Examiner aware that the corner of land referred to was outside the lease when 
tho scheme of operations came before him ? lie ought to have known, because on that plan the heading 
was drawn through the very place in question.
2199. Then, that was laid before him, and he approved of it ? Tes.
2200. And afterwards, when it was about worked out, ho took exception to it? Tes; I was nearly 
through it altogether.
2201. Then it was a kind of storm in a tea-kef.tlc ? Quite so.
2202. Do you propose to keep exploring drifts well in advance of your working bords ? Tes.
2203. And boreholes in advance of them again ? I do not sec much need for that.
2204. Have you been notified by the Inspector as to that? Yes ; the notification I received drew my 
attention to a certain clause and sub-section of the Act.
2205. How many acres does your leasehold extend over ? About 800 or 900 acres.
220G. Is it leased from the Government ? Bullock Island is leased from tbe Government.
2207. The property' is practically covered by sea-water at high tides, is it not ? About two-thirds of it is.
2208. Your leasehold includes what is called the dock ? Tea.
2209. Which is permanently covered by water? Tes, part of it.
2210. Does your lease contain any stipulation as to the method you arc to follow in working the eoal ? 
I am not aware that it does.
2211. Do you not leave barriers between your property and the other collieries ? I propose to do so ; but 
1 am not aware that it is mentioned in the lease.
2212. In what situations do you propose to leave barriers ? (Position indicated on plan.) I hear Mary
ville is encroaching.
2213. Do you apprehend danger from Maryville ? I propose to leave a barrier of 50 yards.
2214'. How often have the Examiner of Coal-fields and the Inspector of Collieries inspected your colliery 
workings? Inspections are made periodically—every two months, I understand. But the Examiner has 
only been once down the pit since I became manager.
2215. Have any complaints been made to you as lo your mode of working? None.
2219. Tho Wickham shaft is your escape shaft? Tes.
2217. Have you been requested by the Check Inspectors to put ladders in that shaft? No.
2218. Are you perfectly sure ? I am very certain. They came to me about an outlet, and I said I could
raise steam in two hours. They then said,l: What if such an accident as that at Eemdalc should happen ?" 
and I said if that was going to disturb them I' would put iron ladders down tho shaft the same as in a 
ship’s hold. ■
2219. If you had been requested bv the Cheek Inspectors to put ladders there, would you have done so ?
No. ‘ '
2220. Why? I do not think it necessary. The Examiner thought fit to interfere, and I was brought 
before the Court; but I defied them.
2221. Did the Inspector summons the Company for the want of these ladders ? No, for want of
communication. -
2222. Had communication been established at that time ? The communication was not quite complete. 
Wickham was originally a separate colliery.

' 991—Q. 2223.
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2223.^ Then, are they equally particular with regard to other collieries ? ]STo. It was iu consequence of 
the lixaminer's enmity towards us : it was well known over the whole district.
222-1. The surface deposits at Wickham are 1.60 feet thick or thereabout, aro they not ? About 163 feet. 
I think.
2225. And they come down to the top of the eoal ? I think so.
2226. How have they been sunk through P Well, a mixed system was adopted—partly with timber and
partly with iron. “
2227. Is it perfectly secure P Yes: now that the -water is gone, I tbink it is perfectly secure.
2228. How much clay have you in the Wickham shaft? I cannot say. I never saw a section of tho 
Wickham shaft.
2229. Have any falls taken place in the Wickham workings ? One or two.
2230. And what came down ? The wash of sand on top of the coal.
2231. Did any clay come 1 No, and the sand was quite dry.
2232. From that, would you judge that there is a stratum'of clay above the sand ? Yes,
2233. Have you any reason lo fear that this clay will he denuded over a certain area ? Probably it will, 
and particularly towards Wickham, for this reason : that I believe the bed of tho Hunter River followed 
that direction at one time.
2234'. The heading to the north of Wickham shaft has been stopped, I understand, and a wooden stopping 
put in ? Yes. The Check Inspectors, in passing through this place, where they saw the sand lying on top of 
tho coal, thought that, in vieiv of the Ferndale experience, it might be well to do something to choke it, and 
1 put a chock in.
2235. You have a fault to the N.H ;—do you consider that the occurrence of this fault has affected the 
roof over the heading P Yes. (Position indicated on the plan.)
2236. To the west of Wickham pit you have some 8-yard bords ;—do yon consider these consistent with
safety ? They arc not 8 yards. The extreme width measured by the Commission -was 21 feet. They are 
meant for 6-yard bords. I propose to carry my bords 6 yards wide if possible. '
2237. How many acres have the Company leased on that side of Throsby’s Creek ? About 40 acres in all.
2238. Have you given the subject of winning the eoal under the harbour or under the Pacific Ocean some 
consideration ? Yes.
2239. Have you arrived at any conclusion in your own mind as to the safest mode or system of winning 
the eoal in these situations ? Yes.
2240. What has been the result of your study of this question ? Well, I would take out 40 per cent, in 
the first working under the sea.
2241. Would it be necessary, in your opinion, that some information should be forthcoming as to the 
extent of the surface deposits over the ocean leaseholds? Yes; I am of that opinion.
2242. You know the Stockton leasehold ? Yes.
2243. Have you inquired into the borings that have taken place on Stockton Peninsula ? No; but I have 
heard something of them. If it is a fact that the surface deposits thicken towards the north there, I 
would not work the bords more than 4 yards wide,
2244. And do you think that, under any circumstances, care should be taken to proportion tbe pillars and 
bords to depth and circumstances? Yes.
2245. In the absence of any thick stratum of plastic clay above the rock, do you think it would bo advis
able to permit the working of eoal seams uuder the ocean bed with less than a given thickness of solid 
strata above the coal r I think they should be prohibited from working eoal from within a given distance
2246. Have you auy general scheme that you can lay before the Commission to ensure the maximum of 
safety ; it is a comprehensive question, and I ask you as a man who has had a great deal of experience ? 
Well, I have not set myselt to think about the matter, but answering the question directly, I think there 
should be a minimum fixed as to the rock to be left above the coal.
2247. And do you think that in other respects very great and particular care should he taken to diminish 
the width of bords and increase the size of pillars? Yes; I believe in substantial pillars for safety.
2248. Mr. Are*7sore.] You are acquinted with Peter Fleming’s (Wickham) pit, and that during sinking 
operations the men had to work with oilskins ? Yes.
2249. What is the state of that pit at the present time ? As dry as possible.
2250. Where has that water gone to ? Well, it has drained off.'

"^ou work with 6-yard bords, Mr. G-ardiner;—do you get these bords worked at the ordinary prices? 
I think the price is 3s. per yard beyond the district price,
2252. You ivork according to district customs ? Yes.
2253. Mr. Sivinbnrn.] Iu your opinion, as a mining engineer, do you not think it would be advisable to 
have soundings under the tidal waters from the surface to the rock head ? It would bo a good thing to 
have a knowledge of the geology of the surface, but I do not think it would lie advisable to put bore
holes where the water covers the surface.
2254. Mr. Davies.] You say that a report by tho Check Inspectors was sent to you some months ago ? 
Yes ; but I have not got it with me to-day.
22oo. Did they call your attention to the cylinders being split? Yes ; but did not point out any danger. 
2250. Have yon a Cheek Inspectors’ book at your office ? No ; they have not asked for one.
2257. Do you think that your second outlet offers sufficient moans of escape ? Yes.
2258. In case of danger, how long would it take to get up steam and get the men out? If takes two 
minutes to get up steam ; 1 think it takes me about fifteen to twenty minutes to draw them up the big 
shaft of Bullock Island—that is, about forty minutes the whole of the men.
2259. That is, if they were all going to Wickham? Yes.
2260. How long is it since anyone came up there? About two or three months since.
2261. A nd you say it is quite in order ? Yes. 1 keep a pump there, and will make itas secure as possible. 
I am making the shaft a down-cast; I have had two qualified sinkers to examine it very minutely.
2262. Is there a man kept in charge of Wickham pit? No.
2263. Supposing an accident occurred at Bullock Island in that ease ? I have a man at Wickham, my 
clerk, who keeps tbe steam up all day; there is also a caretaker, and between them they keep the fire up.
2264. Supposing I were to tell you that it has been stated there was no fire there for two or three days ? 

, 11 would be a lie.
,2265. Mr. Gitrlei/.] When the Inspector of Collieries makes his periodical inspections, Mr. Gardiner, do 
you accompany him through your colliery ? I have never accompanied him yet. 2266.
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2200, Do you know whether he inspects this little shaft or not? I do not know.
2207, Do you know whether he goes up and down the "Wickham shaft? I am sure he docs not.
220S. Do you know whether he has inspected the main shaft—that is, the hauling shaft ? 1 am not 
aware that he ever did.
2209. lias he ever drawn your attention to a defect in the cylinders ? ZSro.
2270. How often do you inspect the cylinders yourself ? ] have not inspected them for sonic time, STy
overman does it every other pay Saturday.
2271. Are you quite sure, Mr. Grardincr, that Mr. Minekham and his colleague Holmes did not make a 
special report of the two shafts and furnish you with a copy of the report? They inspected both shafts.
2272. Did they not complain to you of certain defects ? They only spoke to me of two things—one was
in relation to the chock in the north heading of the "Wickham shaft; aud the other as to a crack in the 
Bullock Island shaft. But he did not complain in connection with these things—he simply mentioned 
them. ‘
2273. Wc have evidence that he did ? Well, I have taxed my memory on the subject, and think I am 
right. However, I prefer to put the letter in which was addressed to me by these men.
227<Ji. You have stated that Mr. Mackenzie has only visited your colliery once during the time you have 
boon in charge ? He was only once down the pit; but he has been six or seven times at the pit head.
2275. Did he ever speak to you with regard to the financial success of tho Company or otherwise ? I do 
not recollect.
2276. Has anv other person visited the mine with the view of reporting upon it since you have been there?
No. ‘ _ _
2277. Mr. UsherDo you know whether Mr. Mackenzie, the Examiner, had an interest in Bullock 
Island Colliery ? He had a heavy interest in it at one time.
2278. And was Mr, Winchester interested too ? Yes; he aud Mr. Winchester were heavily interested iu 
the Company at one time.
2279. Did they hold the shares jointly ? I think not.
2280. Have you bored above the top eoal in Wallace heading ? Yes; I will give you a detailed section 
of that.
2281. Seeing that you cannot bore very well from the top where the tidal waters come, do you not think 
it would be advisable to bore in other places? It would give one a certain amount of additional con
fidence, doubtless, and would be very interesting ; but I think I am justified in placing confidence in tho 
roof above tho coal.

Mr.
A. Gardiner.

11 Aug., 1S8G.

Mr. G-ardiner lodges the following:—
Section of coal from top of big tops to rock on top of eoal seam in Wallace’s heading •

ft. in. ■
Coal ................................     3 6
Clay band ............       0 Ol-
Coal ..............................       0 6
Clay band............................................................................... 0 1
Coal ...................................................................................... 1 O
Clay band............................................................................  0 2
Coarse coal ........................................................................... 0 9

The witness withdrew.
Total 6 01,-

THURSDAY, 12 AUGUST, 1886.

J. R. M. ROBERTSON, Esq., President.
M«. USHER.
Mn. THOMAS.
Mn. NEILSON.
Mb. TURNBULL.

Mb. DURIE.

Mb. SWINBURN. 
Mb. CURLEY.
Mb. JONES.
Mb. DAVIES.

Alexander Ross sworn and examined:—
2282. President.'] You are manager for the Newcastle Coal Company ? Yes.
2283. You work the Borehole eoal seam in your collieries? Yes; it is known as the Borehole seam.
2284. At what depth has the seam been found at the B pit ? It is 190 feet to the bottom of the seam.
2285. Of which how many feet are occupied by surface deposits? About 70 feet.
2286. Does any portion of your royalty underlie the marshes that extend up from tho A.A. Company’s 
ground towards the sea-coast, opposite the junction? 1 do not think so.
2287. Does your royalty extend towards or is it bounded by tho sea-coast? Yes, it is bounded by tho 
sea-coast.
2288. Is it your intention to work the eoal under the ocean on arriving at the sea-coast ? I cannot say
that. _
2289. Do you pursue in the course of your workings the ordinary district system of 8-yard bords and 4- 
yard pillars ? We work 8-yard bords, aud generally leave S-yard pillars.
2290. Is it your intention to work the B pit with 8-yard bords ? So far as I see at present, 1 shall.
2291. What thickness is the coal? Twelve feet. _
2292. And should it be determined to work the coal under the ocean, would you be disposed to in auy way 
alter the system of working under tho ocean-bed ? Yes.
2293. On a level with the B pit the coal would underlie the ocean, how much ? I think about 180 feet, 
as far as my knowledge extends, from bores put down.
2294. Going towards the sea-eoast from that low-lying valley, do any rocks appear on the coast, or is it a
sandy beach? I do not know whether there is much rock there ; a great portion of it is covered with 
sand. 2295
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Mr, A. Boss. 2295. Would it accord with your judgment to prospect the surface deposits iu that direction before 
undermining them with coal workings ? I tbink it would be the safer plan to ascertain the nature of the 

12 Aug., 1880. ground in places where there was any doubt, _ i
229G, Would it accord with your judgment in undermining the ocean-bed to prove the strata above the 
coal, and before commencing operations to take soundings of the ocean ? I should advise soundings, and 
]. should advise bores being put down in front of the beach. ... .
2297. Wbat precautionary measures suggest themselves to 3rou as being advisable in approaching the bed 
of the ocean by underground workings—would narrow drifts in advance of the workings be a wise 
precaution ? It would toll you what there was in front, where doubt existed on that point.
2298- As the sea-coast, both to tbe north and south, is to some extent intersected with basalt faults, would 
it be advisable to keep bores in advance of these narrow drifts ? Yes, if you thought that there really 
were these faults to contend with.
2299. I say, as the evidence of the coast goes to show that, would it bo an advisable measure of precaution 
to take to keep these bores in advance of the face? No ; I should scarcely think so. _
2800. Suppose you suddenly came upon a fissure in one of those advance drifts, and it became inundated,
would the advantage of keeping bores in advance suggest itself to you in that ease d That is if the pit 
was inundated. ,
2801. To obviate that, I mean, would not the advantage of such a course suggest itself ? But suppose
there was no fear of that ? ■
2802. But is there not always a danger of that ? Well, I would not attach such importance to it as that.
2803. Wc know that the surface deposits in the neighbourhood of the harbour suddenly thicken, and as
there is always tho danger of this occurring suddenly and subjecting the underground workings to the 
risk of inundation, 1 ask would such a precautionary measure as I have suggested he wise, to provide 
against all risks? It might be where (he ground iu the neighbourhood is known to bo rotten and of 
uncertain character. ... - , f
2301. Wc arc also told by some of the older managers iu the district that the rocks arc suddenly intersected 
by fissures that extend upwards lor considerable distances; in that case I suppose there is as much 
liubilitv to cut such fissures under the sea as under the dry land ? \cs.
2305. to protect yourself against such dangers as these, would it be an advisable measure of pre
caution to keep a boro a few feet in advance of your drifts? No, I tliink not, unless you have cause 
to anticipate rottenness of the surface.
2309. But as you cannot anticipate that, or foretell it, and as the coal is found at a comparatively shallow 
depth, would it not be an advantage, as atlbrding you a measure of safety, to keep bores in advance of the 
drift. To put it in another way, would there be any disadvantage iu keeping boros a few feet in advance 
of those narrow drifts ? There is (he extra cost.
2307. You would prefer to run tho risk than incur the cost? No ; that is ono disadvantage, hut I do not 
give that as iny reason.
2308. You know that the coal seam in these harbour collieries is overlaid by surface deposits of sand and
clay of considerable thickness, and that somo ot these collieries propose to work the whole of their coal 
under the harbour or under the sea ;—have you formulated any scheme in your own mind as to certain 
conditions of safety for working those coal scams under sea ? Wbll, I think the bords should not bo 
more than G yards wide. _ .
2309. And wbat would you say as to size of pillars ? I should leave pillars of the same size ; and I. think 
in that case there would bo no great risk.
2310. So far as tho collieries have been opened up at present, tbe greatest, depth is about 340 feet;—would
you consider that G-yard bords would answer tho purpose at that depth ? ics. _
2311. Suggestions have Icon made lo the Commission that, in addition to driving the bords of a width some
what smaller than you have suggested, it would be also advisable to support the roof by means of timber 
chockshave you any observations to make on that suggestion? Only that, in my opinion, it would be 
unnecessary. i _
2312. Would you consider that if a G-yard pillar and a G-yard bord was unable to sustain tho weight for 
all time that auy additional security would be required in the direction of wooden chocks ? No ; 1 think 
G-yard pillars should be the limit for all time-
2313. What I want to draw your attention to is—in your experience as a mine-manager, do you find that
timber under a certain age decays quicker in a mine than on tho surface ? Yes. •
2314. And whatever strength and security might be given by wooden chocks for two or three years
would gradually disappear ? It would disappear. _
2315. Do vou see auy easy way of renewing these chocks in after years to maintain the same measure of 
protection ? It would be a difficult matter in the old workings.
2310. You think it is simply impraclicable ? I do.
2317. And that any scheme of precautionary measures proposed should be practicable measures that could
he easily carried out ? Yes, ^ _
2318. Have you examined the Stockton Pouiusula? Not closely ; I have seen it.
2319. Have you been along the beach ? Yes.
2320. And at’Lambton Company's sinking ? Yes.
2321. Have you inquired as to the thickness of the strata in that portion of Stockton ? Not at Lambton
sinking. I have not. -
2322. Do you know that the surface is considerably deeper there than at Stockton pit ? Yes.
2323. You know that the unconsolidated deposits laid down by the water at some period thicken towards 
tho north from Stockton pit? Yes ; I have heard that.
2324. Is it within your knowledge whether a groat thickness of quicksand exists on Stockton peninsula ? 
No ; I have not heard that.
2325. Is it within your knowledge that no rocks appear on the other side of the peninsula ? No; it is
not. ■ _
2326. Would you consider it absolutely necessary, for the safety of the workers in the peninsula, that 
accurate records should ho obtained of tbe thickness of these deposits along the sea-coast? Yes; I think 
it is necessary.
2327. In the ease of a colliery working coal under those great thicknesses of alluvial or surface deposits,
do you consider that it would be only wise to work the coal under (ho sea with a minimum thickness of 
rock cover overhead ? Yes; 1 think that would be a wise precaution. 2328.
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2328. In Uic case o£ a colliery with 40 or GO feet of solid roclt overlying the eoal covered by 110 feet of Mr. A. Hose, 
plastic elny, would you consider that a sufficient protection from the 30 or 40 feet of quicksand, provided "“■v
that the coal seam itself was worked iu the manner yon have suggested ? Yes; if the clay is of a plastic 12 Aug., 1880. 
nature.
2320. The coal seam is worked thus—about 8 or 9 feet of tho top coal is loft on; the bords are driven a 
maximum width of G yards, and pillars are left 8 yards thick ; would you consider that these conditions 
ensure safety ? Yes; 1 think those provisions should be ample.
2330. I'rom your knowdedge of tho rocks overlying the Borehole seam, do you tbink it would be safe at 
any of tho places here to undermine the sea? Yes; if sufficient pillars were left to resist any crush or 
impending danger in any way.
2331. President] In other words, if sufficient precautions wrere taken ? Yes.
2332. Mr. Thomas] Yon advocate headings being driven in advance of the herds? Yes.
2333. And above also put in advance horizontally? I have said .1 would advise soundings and boros
would he a precaution ; but I do not Ihiuk it would be necessary unless there was some apprehension of 
danger. '
2334. Soundings would only give you the doplh of the water? Yes.
2335. President] Do you think there would bo any barm in putting bores in advance ? No ; certainly
not. '
233G. Mr. Curley] You know' about tbe Forndale accident that took place some months ago ? Yes.
2337. You know the rock that was there? No ; only from what I have hoard.
2338. Do you not think, in view of that experience, and considering the comparatively shallow depth of 
the strata down to tho coal-head here, that it is absolutely necessary to put in bores in working tbe coal 
under tbe ocean ? No ; because I hold a very strong opinion that the strata here is very different 
altogether. _ In my opinion tho Ferndale ground is of a. rotten nature, and very uncertain ; but I have 
not that opinion of the sea-bound rocks on tbe coast. In fact, my opinion is quite the reverse as to the 
nature of the rock tiicre.
2339. In working towards the sea, and under the ocean, would you not, to a certain extent, be exploring 
what is termed the unknown ? Yes, to a certain oxleut it would.
2340. And in that ease would it not bo advisable or necessary to keep bores in advance? If you have 
any doubt as to tho rock it might.
2341. Can you always foretell wbat you aro to meet with? No; but you have a certain amount of
judgment. '
2342. Would there bo any other disadvantage, except lhat you have mentioned, in keeping bores in 
advance ? Well, it would throw a certain amount of distrust on the property, and it would throw on tho 
employees a certain amount of distrust as to where they wore working, in my opinion.
2343. President] It is a common prael ice at Homo, where such precautions are often taken, although 
there is no compulsion to do it; and I do not tbink the men or owners regard it in tho light of distrust.
2344. Mr. Davies] Then you think there would be no other disadvantage than that of causing alarm to 
the shareholders ? That and the fear of alarming the workmen.
2345. Would it not be an advantage in the direction of securing the property to the shareholders? Well,
] do not think it would tend greatly lo secure the property.
234G. Do you think tlie j>altry cost of putting in a boro or two in advance should weigh against the 
safety of the workmen ? If there was the least doubt on that head I should say by all mcaus have them.
2347. But is there not always a chance of danger ? Well, if it comes to that wc never know wkat may 
happen.
2348. Have you any knowledge that the rock underlying your estate is different from that at Ferndale,
which you say is unsound ? 1 do not know that it is unsound ; I said in iny judgment the two places do .
not boar any comparison. ' *
2349. You aro aware that the water broke in in Ferndale in a G-yard bord ? Yes,
2350. And that the fall assumed a bell shape? Yes.
2351. Have you not bad two or ihreo “crushes” in your collieries with 8-yard pillars? With 4-yard 
pillars—that is 4-yard pillars nominally, reduced to 3 yards,
2352. Mr. Jones ] You seem to have some doubt about tho propriety of putting in horizontal bores in 
advance of tho narrow' exploring drifts when approaching the sea; would it not be better to err on the 
side of safety in the matter ? Well, I have said if there was the least doubt as to the safety that should 
be done.
2353. But would not that tend absolutely I o ensure safety so far as tho human mind can go? Yes; if 
any of these large fissures are there which might inundalc Ihe mine.
2354. Would it not give greater confidence lo tho shareholders, as there would then bo no uncortainly, 
and hence the property and lives of the workmen would bo secure so far as human effort could secure 
them ? If the system was continued for years it might come to be regarded that way ; but I am afraid 
if it were adopted now it would create a scare at the start.
2355. President] Why, it is being done now in some of these collieries.
2356. Mr. Jones] I understand you to say you have no faith in wooden chocks as a means of preserving 
the roof ? Not iu the least.
2357. You have had some experience iu wooden chocks? Yes ; I have during several years.
2358. Wbat was the cause of putting wooden chocks in the colliery you are now manager of ? It was to
prevent further crushing. ’
2359. What was the crushing caused by ? By the weight on the pillars or weak pillars.
2360. Were they 4-yard pillars there ? Nominally 4 yards, but really 3 yards.
2361. Tho Commission has been informed of five or six bords with such thin divisions that the men in one 
bord could talk to those in another—would that bo correct ? Not since I have been there. I deny it in 
ioto, if it is said to have been in my time, and I know nothing of such a ease.
2362. I do not wish to hold you responsible in any way whatever. You have stated that in approaching 
the sea you would advise 6-yard bords with G-yard pillars ? Yes.
2303. Would you think it advisable to adopt coercive measures to enforce the rule, and impose fines for a 
departure from it? Yes ; if I saw a departure from the rule laid down, and if it appeared that Ihe men 
wore determined to work in quite a different manner, I would adopt a system of fines for a departure 
from instructions.
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Mr. A. Boss. 2364. Do you think it would he prudent to have the bords driven by plumb or line, to secure absolute 
e—^ measurement of the pillars ? Certainly; I would adopt that regulation if 1 were working under the sea or 

13 Aug., 188G. harbour. 1 tbink it would be necessary.
2365. Mr. Usher.'] Do you know that water bearing sand covers some hundreds of acres of the A. A. 
Company’s Estate ? No, not to that extent.
2366. Did you over see any reports in the press of an estimate made by one or more civil engineers f No.
2367. Is it not probable that faults may exist under the sand-beds in the N.E. comer of your property, 
seeing that so many faults exist between Nobby’s and Shepherd's Hill, up to that opening there? It is 
possible.
2368. Are there not faults observable between your northern and southern boundaries, particularly along 
the coast? There are some.
23G9. How many ? Well, T know one.
2370. Of what extent ? Twelve feet.
2371. In what direction ? It dips to the south.
2372. Mr. Turnbull.] Supposing you were working those harbour collieries approaching the sea or har
bour, wbat would you start away with ? I would start away with leading places or headings,
2373. "Would you bore ? Not horizontal bores. I would put down bores along tbe sea-coast to see what 
I had overhead, and the same along the shores of the harbour.
2374. Mr. JTeilson.] In driving these places by lines, do you ever find a variation in tbe facings in your 
headings ? I do.
2375. For a considerable time, Mr. Boss, you used to do the surveying atWallsend and other places. 
What is your general experience ns to the variation of the facings—near to the crop, and down to the 
dip, and so on? I did not find the facings vary more at Wallsend than where I am now situated in the 
Newcastle Company’s property. But X drive them all by plumb-line now to keep them straight, and 
these facings have to be broken—that is, in the main heading.
2376. We presume most headings must be kept perfectly straight. Coming to the ordinary workings, in 
cutting the walls or cut-throughs, do you not take them on the facings at certain distances ? G-enerally 
speaking, yes.
2377. Mr. Davies.] Dave yon any interest in any existing colliery workings under tidal waters, or in any 
colliery that is likely to work under tidal waters ? Is that a fair question, Mr. President ?
2378. President.] 1 think it is a fair question ; we do notask which colliery? Well, T have such 
interest.
2379. Is it your opinion that no matter what thickness of strata may overlie the coal-seam the pressure 
is the same in every case ? No; it varies.
2380. Mr. Jones.] In varying circumstances under the sea, would you vary the size of the pillars? Under 
varying conditions I would vary the system of working, certainly.
2381. Mr. Usher.] Do you think, after a careful study of the rocks on the coast, with special reference 
to the fissures that occur in those rocks, that you might see fit to alter your opinion as to tho size of bords 
and pillars, and the necessity of boring ahead of your exploring places, in working under the sea ? No ; 
that would not he likely to alter my opinion, proved already on what I have seen.
2382. Then you have given the matter mature consideration ? Yes.

The witness withdrew.

Henry J. Corden sworn and examined:—
Mr. 2383. President] You are manager of the Australian Joint Stock Company, Newcastle ? Yes.

II. J. Cordon. 2384. Were you one of the original owners of the Wickham Colliery ? Yes.
-----2385. In conjunction with others, I believe you supplied the means to start the colliery? Yes, in con-

12 Ang., 1886, junction with Mr. Joseph Wood, privately,
2386. And in consequence of your aid the shaft was successfully sunk to the coal seam ? Yes.
2387. Arc you practically acquainted with coal-miniug, Mr, Corden? No ; I know nothing of it except 
tho experience J have gained by paying for it.
2388. Were the reports furnished to you with regard to the sinking of a favourable or unfavourable 
character? They were decidedly favourable, both as to the proper working of it and the future of the 
colliery.
2389. Did you intend to work the coal from the Wickham shaft—that was the first shaft? Yes.
2390. Can you tell the Commission why such a small diameter was chosen for that shaft ? It is necessary 
to go hack to the state of things as then existing. The only shaft attempted to he simk was that at 
Stockton, which was not a success, and my suggestion was that our shaft—at any rate the first shaft— 
should be entirely of iron, and it was decided to sink a shaft 5 feet 6 inches hi the clear space.
2391. Did you intend to sink a second shaft? Yes.
2392. Of what dimensions ? That was not settled.
2393. From whom did the favourable reports emanate as to the quality of the coal seam ? I cannot say 
as to names and dates; but I believe the Examiner of Coal-fields spoke favourably of it.
2394. Did he descend the shaft aud inspect the coal seam ? Afterwards he did.
2395. That is, after the coal seam was reached ? Yes.
2396. And his report was of a favourable character ? Yes ; I always understood so; and of course Mr. 
Walker and Mr. Wilde, who were also proprietors, and who actually sunk the shaft, spoke favourably of 
it, as also did Mr. Wood. I speak of Mi1. Wood because he knows more about coal than 1 do. The 
impression generally wae that it was a splendid seam of coal, which could be worked properly.
2397. Did the Inspector of Collieries accompany the Examiner when he inspected the coal seam ? I can
not say with certainty.
2398. In what way was the amalgamation with Bullock Island estate carried out ? Well, I am speaking 
from memory, and it is three years ago ; but I think the first mention I hoard of it was from Mr. Walker.
2399. What was the purport of the communication ? I understood that'Mr. Winchester had mentioned 
it to him.
2400. Mr, Winchester is Mr. Maekenrie’s assistant? Yes.
2401. And did Mr. Walker say that Mr. Winchester had suggested it to him ? Yes, I think so ; and 
stated what an addition that area of land would be.

2402.
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2402. Then negotintions proceeded, and were carried fo n successful conclusion? Tes.
2403. A.nd after 1;ho amalgamation took place, the combined estates were offered to the public, and a 
public Company was formed? They never were offered to the public, but were registered as a Company 
under tbe Limited Liability Act.
214)1'. "Were you aware before the joint estates were formed into a Company that the Examiner for Coal
fields and Mr. Winchester were proprietors in Bullock Island ? No.
2403. When did you become aware that they were interested in the property P It was not until after 
the amalgamation. '
2406. Did you then become aware that they were interested before the amalgamation ? I believe so, but 
I won’t be sure.
2407. IIoiv did these gentlemen hold an interest in Wickham and Bullock Island ? I believe they bought 
in—both of them.
2408. Did they buy from the public, or in what manner, do you know? You must bear in mind that T
am speaking of what occurred three years ago. To the best of my belief, Mr. Mackenzie bought some
shares belonging to what may be called an original proprietor, who, for some reasons of his own, did not 
care to retain them. He bought some early in the day, before it was a public Company.
2409. Tben lie was interested before it became a public Company ? Tes.
2410. And, in your opinion, after tbe Wickham shaft was sunk? Oh, yes ; I think so. My own impres
sion is that he bought the shares from some gentleman who was an original proprietor; I would not be 
certain of the name—I think it was North.
2411. After the amalgamation and formation of the Company you proceeded to sink a larger shaft in 
Bullock Island for the purpose of drawing coal from that portion of the combined estates ? Tes.
2412. And in process of time that shaft reached the coal-seam ? Tes.
2413. Were the reports that came to you from time to time of a favourable character? Tes, very 
favourable.

Mr.
H. J. Corden.- 
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2414. Were you aware what opinions Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. Winchester held at that time? I knew 
they were favourable.
2415. Are you aware whether they continued to hold these favourable opinions for some time ? I think so.
2416. Do they circulate favourable reports about the Company now ? I cannot say, because I could only 
speak from hearing remarks passed.
2417. Have you heard rumours ? Tes.
2418. Have you heard any tangible reasons assigned for their change of opinion ? I have said that I only 
heard rumours or remarks.
2419. What did rumour say ? Well, it is only recently since both of them sold out, so far as I know.
2420. Did you hear auy unfavourable reports purporting to emanate from them? I have heard rumours 
to that effect; not, however, as to Mr. Winchester.
2421. After Mr. Mackenzie sold out, did you hear auy remarks as to a change of opinion on his part? 1
I would rather not say anything about remarks—I do not think it; is evidence. I have heard something 
of course, but-----
2422. Tou have heard what, Mr. Corden? Well, I have heard that Mr. Mackenzie had an unfavourable 
impression of the mine when he sold out.
2423. Have you heard any tangible reason assigned for these unfavourable reports ? I have no hesitation 
in saying—because it is publicly known—the assertion is that Mr. Mackenzie had had a difference of 
opinion with the doctor, his brother.
2424. Family reasons only ? Tes.
242A Have you heard anything as to danger being apprehended in the colliery ? I know that something 
of the kind has been circulated, but I do not connect them with the Examiner; I only know that he 
changed his opinion suddenly.
2426. Arc you a proprietor of the present Company ? Yes.
2427. Have you paid particular attention, as a proprietor, to ascertain whether the circumstances or con
ditions of the colliery have altered since the date when Air, Mackenzie reported favourably of the colliery ? 
I cannot say I have.
2428. As a matter of fact, so far as the condition of the colliery is concerned, does it remain the same 
now as when the favourable reports emanated from the Examiner? Tes; to the best of my belief the 
water is not so strong now as it was.
2429. Then in laying out your colliery you have had an eye to security ? Tes ; I, as a director, and the 
others also, 1 know, have instructed Air. Gardiner, the manager, that every consideration must be given to 
the safety of the pit.
2430. You gave general orders to bo particular in the direction of securing safety ? Tes ; and I know 
enough of mining to understand that the mine is worIced with 6-yard bords and 8-yard pillars, and that 
substantial support is left at the bottom of tbe shaft.
2431. And in communication with your manager you have received no information that would tend to 
disturb your belief in the value of your property? No.
2432. Do you recollect the accident to Ferndale Colliery? Yes, well.
2433. Do you recollect, a few days after that, when the public mind was naturally much excited, certain 
letters appearing in some of the Newcastle papers? Tes ; I recollect some written by Air. Croudace, and 
one from Air. Evans in reply.
2484. Did those letters emanating from Air. Croudace—a gentleman so welt known in the district—create 
a profound sensation in and about Newcastle in connection with the collieries he referred to ? Oh, yes, 
decidedly.
2435. Did they cause you to feel alarmed as to the condition of these collieries ? I cannot say that I 
felt alarmed for the Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery,
2436. In connection with any of the collieries I mean—Stockton, Maryville. Wickham and Bullock 
Island—that were mentioned? Well, yes, it had an effect upon me, and everybody else who had anything 
to do with them.
2437. Did these letters throw out any obscure hints as to bad management ? Yes, decidedly they did, as 
to bad management or unworkable seams. 1 do not mean to say that Air. Croudace absolutely said all the 
collieries were badly managed.
2438. Arou mean, I suppose, that he hinted at a system which, if followed, was an evidence of injudicious 
management ? Tes.

2439.
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24-3D. Are you aware wlictlier Mr. Croudace had been down Bulloch Island pit when lie wrote those 
H’ A ^_cn‘ letters ? I do not think he has been down Bullock Island pit at any time.
12 Auff 1836. ^0' He hazarded a statement ? Yes.

e'’ ‘2441. And thought proper to disturb tbe public mind on insufficient data? I do not know that he
wrote with that purpose.
2442. But what he did write had that effect, I understand ? Yes.
2413. And had an influence on your stocks ? Yes, rather.
2411 To what extent did it depreciate your stocks ? Well, that is one of those things which a man cannot 
swear to,
2415, What was the raliie of the shares before the letters appeared ? They had been sold at 27s. Cd. a 
share.
2445 J. And they dropped to what amount ? Tho lowest I have known them go was IGs. Gd. per share. 
2440. How much in the total value of your property did the shares depreciate in value? About £33,000, 
calculating from the extent to which they fell at about that time. I do not think myself that the extreme 
difference can be put down to these letters. The market will vary. My impression is, however, that the 
letters affected the stock to the extent of £30,000.
2447. Hid you,after the appearance of these letters, take steps to ascertain whether any change had taken 
place in the working of your coal scam ? Do you mean in the size of bords and pillars?
2448. Yes, any alteration in the system of working ? No further than inquiry of the manager.
2440. And were you assured by him that the system you had commenced was being continued ? Wo did 
not alter it in any way, To the best of iny knowdedge the system has not been altered since Mr. Gardiner 
took the management.
2450. Have you increased the area of your leasehold since the Wickham shaft was sunk—has the Bullock 
Island area been increased ? Yes, but not very much.
2451. At the date of the amalgamation, roughly speaking,how many acres bad you? I think it was 5U0 
acres. That is the lease on tho island.
2452. And how many now ? About GOO acres.
2453. Wc have been told it was 800 ? Our lease was a small one at first- I am not sure what area was 
ultimately granted, Then there was some applied for in (lie southern portion of the island.
2451. Then, so Jar as the value of the holding is concerned, it isa more valuable property now than it was 
at the date of the amalgamation ? Yes, very much.
2455, Mr. Usher.1 Are you aware of the fact that Mr. Hugh Walker made a present of a large number 
of shares to Mr. Winchester? I know if from hearsay. Mr. Walker has told me so.
2I5G. Do you know the cause of Mr. Walker’s liberality? Well, 1 think it was for services rendered in 
Walker’s interests (that would be our interests of course’) in the junction of the two companies.
2457. For services rendered by Mr. Winchester ? Mr. Winchester was promised by Mr. Walker so many 
shares for introducing and bringing the two parties’together, and thereby affecting an amalgamation which 
was mutually beneficial.
2i5S. Do you know whether the Kxaminer of Coal-fields had any interest in these shares ? No.
2459, Can you give the name of any person who told you the cause of Mr. Mackenzie’s change of opinion 
as to the value of the property? 1 do not think 1 can. It would be merely those persons in connection 
witli the Company, and immediate friends of the directors, who would speak to mo about it.
24G0. It was a matter of general conversation, is that what you convey? Yes.
24G1, Perhaps you recollect that in Mr. Croudace’s letter of the 25th of March he recommends what ho 
calls the Delta colliery proprietors to have competent and efficient management, and to engage consulting 
managers ? Yes.
2462, Did you act on that advice ? No.
24G3. Why did you not do so, seeing that Mr. Croudace is such an auLhorify? Well, we considered 
(]. am speaking for the directors of the Company) that in process of time it would be shown that the 
Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery was well and efficiently worked.
2404. You thought it efficiently worked, at all events? Yes.
24G5. And that you had an efficient management? Yes.
2466. And that you did not require tbe services of a consulting viewer? Yes.
24G7. And you are of the same opinion still ? Yes, quite of the same opinion.

The witness withdrew.

Joseph Wood sworn and examined:—
Mr. J. Wood. 24GS. President^ You are a merchant, carrying on business in Newcastle, I believe ? Yes.

2409. And, in conjunction with Mr. Corden, you supplied Messrs. Walker and Wilde with the necessary 
12 Aug., 1886. funds to sink Wickham shaft? Yes. ' '

£470. After the shaft reached tho coal, did you hear the general report of the district expert? on the 
quality of the coal seam ? Yes ; they were of a satisfactory character.
2471. From whom did these reports emanate ? Well, there was the Examiner of Coal-fields; he spoke 
favourably of it; in fact, he said it was one of the best collieries here. I do not remember anyone else 
in particular. We looked upon him as a good authority.
2472. Tho reports were of a satisfactory and refreshing character ? Yes.
2473. And immediately afterwards negotiations wore entered into and concluded for an amalgamation of 
Bullock Island with Wickham ? Yes.
2474. We understand the negotiations were initiated by Mr. Winchester ? Yes.
2475. And after the amalgamation was effected the present Company was formed ? Yes.
247G. And the Bullock Island shaft was sunk ? Yes.
2477. Before that time, was it within your knowledge that the Examiner of Coal-fields was interested in 
tho t oncern ? Yes.
2478. Do you know to what extent—was he interested alone, or did he purchase in conjunction with 

- others ? In conjunction with others, I believe.
2479. With whom? Air. Creer was.one, 1 think.
2480. Any others? 1 do not know. Air. Winchester was one also.
2481. Then he was practically one of the original proprietors, in so far as he was a proprietor before the
Company was made a public Company? He was—yes. 2482.
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24.82. Do you know wliether before reaching the coal in Bullock Island shaft Mr. Mackenzie continued Mr. J. Wood, 
to hold a good opinion of the eoal ? Yes, no doubt.
2483. You are a personal friend of Mr. Mackenzie? Yes. IS Aug., 1886.
2484. Have these favourable reports ceased, Mr. Wood? Yea.
2485. Have you heard any reason assigned for their cessation ? No.
248G. Is it within your knowledge that the Examiner and Mr. Winchester have sold out of the concern?
Yes, I know that. ■
2487. And did these favourable reports continue while these two gentlemen remained in the concern?
Yes.
2488. And ceased when they ceased to have any connection with it ? Yes; at about the same time.
2489. 'J'hcn, taking one thing in connection with another, have you any reason to assign for the difference .
m the opinions which these gentlemen have expressed—their change of opinion ? Well, I think it sprung 
from a fooling that the Examiner had against his brother, who was Chairman of Directors.
2490. What I want to know is, was any tangible reason assigned for the somewhat sudden change of 
opinion that Mr. Mackenzie was known to have held ? No ; not that I ever heard of.
2491. Would you expect to have some good and substantial reason for such a sudden change of opinion ?
Yes, I should.
2492. Have you heard any such reason assigned at any time ? No, I have not.
2493. And 1 suppose that would tend to strengthen your opinion that family differences may have been
the cause ? That is my opinion. .
2494. You are one of the Directors of this company ? Yes.
2495. Have you given any particular or specific directions to the manager as to the conducting of under
ground operations in your colliery ? The directors have given Mr. Gardiner instructions to he very 
careful, and to err, if at all, on the side of safety.
2496. That safety was to be his chief concern ? Yes.
2497. And acting upon the instructions, has he laid out his colliery in a manner that assures you that 
safety has been sought for ? Yes.
2498. Arc you practically acquainted with mining operations ? I have some knowledge of it.
2499. In what way has Bullock Island Colliery been laid out? It is worked with C-yard bords, leaving 
8-yard pillars.
2500. Has any coal been left on in the roof? Yes; wc never touch any of the roof coal at all.
2501. Do you know the thickness of the solid strata that overlies the coal ? I think it is 51 feet.
2502. Arc you sure of that? Yes; that is according to the report to tho directors.
2503. Is there a stratum of clay overlying the rock ? Yes; 100 feet.
2504. Do you look upon the presence of that clay as a valuable adjunct for tbe security of the men ?
Yes, I. do.
2505. Have any faults been reported to you as having been met with in Bullock Island ? No.
2506. Do you recollect some letters appearing in the local papers in March last, a few days after the 
Eorndalc catastrophe ? Yes.
2507. They wore written by Mr. Croudace and others ? Yes.
2508. In these letters Mr. Croudace specified certain collieries contiguous to the harbour that ho con
sidered to be in a state of danger ? Yes. I was very much surprised at a statement of that kind being 
made.
2509. Were you alarmed at those statements ? I was not alarmed for the safety of the mine, but I was 
alarmed at such statements being made.
2510. Did you think Mr. Croudace was justified in making such statements? I did not.
2511. Had ho inspected your property at tho time ? He never had.
2512. Do you think lie was justified in that ease in making statements calculated to damage your
mine, and to call public attention to alleged insecurity? 1 do not think he was justified at all. I think 
lie did very wrong. ‘
2513. Did these reports affect the public mind, Mr. Wood ? Yes ; it seriously nficcted the value of the 
stock to the extent of 30 per cent., I think.
2514. Mr. Corden says the stock was depreciated to the extent of £30.000 by these letters? Yes, 
about that.
2515. Do you look upon that as a serious affair, inasmuch as the company is a small one? Yes; very 
serious fora small company straggling to get on to its feet.
2516. Do you know who originally approached the Examiner of Coal-fields in any way to induce him to 
become interested in the Wickham and Kullock Island Colliery ? I do not knowhow he came to be a pro
prietor. I think his attention was particularly called to it by Mr. Winchester,
2517. Arc you aware who approached Mr. Winchester ? No.
2518. Do you know who Mr. Mackenzie purchased from? He purchased from a person named Murphy,
a promoter. ‘
2519. Was it after Mr. Mackenzie had sold out that he wrote you a letter as to the safety of the workings ?
Yes. '
2520. Was Mr. Mackenzie a shareholder when the company was formed ? I think so.
2521. Who formed the Board of Directors at that time? There was Dr. Mackenzie, Mr. Sawell, Mr.
Corden, and myself, and Mr. Garrett, I think.
2522. Do you think it desirable for the Examiner of Coal-fields to he interested in any colliery within his
province ? I have not thought of that. *
2523. Do you know whether it is a direct violation of the Coal-fields Regulation Act? No.

The clause of the Act referred to was read.
2524. Still I suppose his presence there inspired you with some degree of confidence? It was re-assuring 
to have a man in his position a shareholder in tho company, no doubt.
2525. Mr, Curlay.'] Between the time of the Eorndale accident and the appearance of those letters in the 
public Press, Mr. Wood, did your stock decline at all ? No; they were on ihe rise at that time.
2526. Did the Eorndalc accident not affect the market at all, or did the stock rise in tho face of the Eorn- 
dale disaster ? I cannot say I noticed any difference between the dates you have mentioned.
2527. Mr. Davies.'] Have you Mr. Murphy’s address ? I have not.
2528. Is he a resident of this district ? 1 think lie resides in Sydney.
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Mt^J^Wootl. 2529. I snpj)ose_ there would he very littte attention paid to Mr. Mackenzie or Mr. Winchester apart from 
' the official positions they hold. J suppose it was these official positions that gave weight to their opinions

uo-! ■ as to the value of the property? Yes ; and mostly so in the case of Mr. Mackenzie. They had no control 
whatever except as ordinary shareholders.
2530. Mr. Jones J] Did you ever hear of a report emanating from Mr. Mackenzie as to the probability of 
the colliery being closed by the Grovernment ? Yes.
2531. What reason was assigned for the report? Well, the alleged unsafety of the mine.
2532. President.] Were you served with a notice to that effect, or was it merely a rumour ? It was told me 
on undoubted authority.
2533. I must ask your authority, Mr. Wood ? Well, it came through Dr. Morson, of Maitland.
2534. '. Mr. Ushcr.'\ Dr. Morson is a large shareholder in the colliery, is he not? Yes.
2535. Do yon think the fact of Mr. Mackenzie being a shareholder in the company was calculated to 
advance its commercial value ? No doubt it would create more confidence with the outside public.
2536. And I suppose when he sold out it would have a correspondingly depressing effect upon the value 
of the stock ? Well, I do not thiuk there was any noticeable depression at tho time,
2537. Mr. Jones.'] Did you ever call in any other person to inspect and report upon your mine since the 
Ferndale accident ? No.
2538. And you have no intention of doing so—that is to say, you believe that your mine is efficiently 
managed? Yes.
2539. And have you any intention of carrying out Mr. Croudace’s suggestion as to duplication of the 
management by calling in consultation anyone from outside? I am perfectly satisfied at the present time.
2540. And you are not aware that it is the intention of the directors to supplement the management by 
the employment of Mr. Croudace or any other person ? No.

The witness withdrew.

j-**0 HOYAIi COMMISSION ON COLLIEBIES—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

Timothy O’Sullivan sworn and.examined :—
Mr. 2541. President.] You are interested in tho Stockton Colliery, Cantain O’Sullivan ? Yes : I am a director 

T. O'Sullivan. 0f. the Company.
1 a a" ^ ^42. And you have been interested in that colliery from its initiation ? Yes.

ug-j ■ 2543 You have, I suppose, watched the progress of the pit from the commencement ? Well, yes; I have 
been down there a good deal.
2544. You have sunk through the surface deposits by means of cylinders;—what condition arc those 
cylinders in ? In good condition.
2545. Are they of ample strength ? Yes, so far as I am able to judge.
2546. Have you any particular knowledge of coal-mining ? I have not.
2547. Aon are an observant man, though, and are willing to learn ? Yes, I am willing to learn all I can.
2548. In laying out Stockton Colliery, had you many obstacles to surmount? Wei], I do not know that 
wc had very many. We had to go through sand and clay, and rock and water.
2549. However, it was not altogether plain sailing ? No; not altogether.
2550. In laying out the mine, have you given your manager any special instructions as to conditions of 
safety ? He received instructions to lay out the mine with safety.
2551. In addition to the land you hold on the apex of the peninsula of Stockton you also hold some 
ocean leasehold, do you not ? I think so.
2552. Have your company in any way prospected the surface deposits overlying the eoal under the ocean 
leasehold ? They have not.
2553. Have you any intention of so prospecting the surface deposits in that direction ? I am not aware.
2554. Do you think it necessary ? 1 do not think it would be necessary to do so.
2555. You confess you arc not a coal-miniug expert? I am not, certainly.
2556. Have you given the management any general directions as to the width of bords or size of pillars ? 
I do not know that wc have. I do not attend all the meetings. Wc suppose the manager to he compe
tent to do all that.
2557. Do you recollect the Ferndale disaster ? Ido.
2558. Do you recollect a series of letters that appeared in the Newcastle papers a few days after that 
accident ? I know some letters appeared, hut 1. have not much recollection of their contents.

' 2559. Do you recollect a letter signed by Mr. Croudace in which your colliery was specified ? Yes.
2560. Do you think those letters appearing at such a time, and couched in the language adopted by 
the writer, wore calculated to create public alarm as to the condition of those collieries ? I think it 
would cause alarm to people who do not thoroughly understand the nature of the strata in those collieries.
2561. But the general public would not understand ? No. Ninety-nine out of every hundred would not. 
2502. Do you know as a matter of fact that public alarm was caused ? Yes, I think so. I know our 
shares went down. I wrote up the day after to buy some, hut could not get any. But I know that 
alarm was caused.

[The witness here entered into a statement as to the extent of the fall in price of the stock.]
2563. Were you annoyed at these letters ? I was, because I did not believe the statements they contained.
2564. Had Mr. Croudace examined your colliery before that? No ; nor has he since.
2565. Then he had no justification for hinting at deficiency in management or insecurity in the system of 
working the colliery ? None whatever.
2566. In what way were you annoyed at those letters ? I did not think they stated the position fairly ; 
and I do not think the word “ delta” is applicable to our colliery.
2567. Did you ever take particular notice of the width of the bords at your colliery. Captain O’Sullivan ? 
J do not think so—no further than when I was down with the Commission. I saw you measuring some 
of the bords.
2568. Do you think the directors have had a greater desire to get coal out than care for the safety of the 
workers? I do not think so. I do not believe the directors would wish to work the mine otherwise than 
for safety.

2569.
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2569. Do you know that the manager has been urged—that pressure has been brought to bear upon him 
to get the largest output possible P Of course any Board of Directors would ask a manager to get out as 
much coal as he could.
2570. Has there been any consultation at all as to the safe working of the mine? I know the instructions 
have always been to work the mine with safety. I know that I, with others, am responsible to the Bank 
for the safe conduct of the mine. M.y pocket would suffer if there was an accident.
2571. You have, I suppose, some idea about the pressure of strata upon the coal ? 1 do not know that I am
an authority, but so far as my own sense goes, I would not bo afraid to cut a street through from one side 
of Stockton to the other, even if there were no pillars at all. .
2572. Seeing that you are surrounded by sea-water, do yon not think it desirable to carry on your workings 
with some degree of caution ? I think it is necessary, certainly, and I hope we are doing so.
2573. Have you any idea how the workings are carried on at Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery? 1 
have not any idea how they are carried on.
2574. You have no idea as to whether they correspond with the workings of Stockton or not P No.
2575. Has the Examiner of Coal-fields ever for warded to the company any communication on this subject? 
I think not. lie has been down there two or three times, or perhaps four or five times, and Mr. Dixon as 
well.
2576. Mr. Davies^ Have you brought any undue pressure to bear upon your colliery so as to get a large 
output irrespective of the safety of those below ? Certainly not. A man would be fit for the lunatic 
asylum who would do such a thing.
2577. Mr. Suiinlurn^] As a director and shareholder, have you thought whether it would be advisable to 
have some information of the strata overlying the coal seam, to seo if there are any fissures present under 
the foreshore previous to working? I think we are right on the foreshore with our shaft.
2578. ’Well, in working under the tidal waters, do yon think it is advisable to seek for this information 
previous to working ? I do not think so. I do not think we could have a much safer pit than wo have got, 
seeing that the distance that we are underground at present, and the amount of rock cover we have. 1 do 
not see that anything would be gained by prospecting a few feet or yards closer to the water.
2579. In working under the sea, would it not be desirable to have some information as to the overlying 
strata ? If you could get it down there by the Oyster-bank no doubt it would be.
2580. Do you think it would be safe to work under these foreshores without having such information ? 
I think so, with the depth we have reached.
2581. In expressing your opinion, have you any idea of the character of the rock above the coal ? I have 
no idea except as to what we have gone through.
2582. Mr. Jones."] You have stated that the publication of Mr. Croud ace’s letters caused some alarm in 
the public mind, and that the shares went down in consequence—is that so ? Yes, they went down (that 
is Stockton shares) to the extent of 4s. or 5s.
2583. President.] To what extent would that affect the whole capital? To about £7,000 or £8,000.
2584. Mr. Jones.] Yon have already stated that Mr. Croudaee has not visited the Stockton Colliery ? Yes.
2585. Has he been invited ? I do not think so.
2586. Could he have been invited without your knowledge ? He was not invited by our Board that I am 
aware of, and I think they would let me know if he had been asked to go down.
2587. Did you ever complain that the pillars were too thick in your coDiery ? No, certainly not,
2588. Have you a consulting viewer at the present time—your company has not engaged one ? No.
2589. Do you know how many borings have been made on tbc Stockton Estate ? I do not; Mr. Dixon 
bas told me about some borings he made with Ins father there.
2590. Do you know of some borings that have been made to the north of your present shaft ? I believo 
tbero have been some.
2591. You do not know how many ? No.
2592. Have you any account of the boring there ? No.
2593. Are there any rocks on the Oyster-bank? Yes, I believe so; but not exposed.
2594. Mr. Turnbull.] You are one of the directors of Stockton Company? Yes.
2595. How often do you sit ? Once a fortnight. ,
2596. Has the manager ever laid a plan of the colliery before tho directors ? Yes.
2597. Does the plan show the size of pillars and width of bords ? He shows a plan of the workings of 
the mine, and I suppose it gives the size of pillars and width of bords.
2598. Mr. Meilsmi.] ’Would it not be advisable to put down bores on the foreshore before you advance 
your exploring places under the sea ? I do not think there would be any need of it, as 1 have stated, 
because wo are only a few yards from the foreshore as it is.
2599. Mr. Dames.] Has the manager of your colliery full control over the pit ? Yes.
2600. Has he the appointment of his overman or deputy ? The last overman was appointed by tho Board 
of Directors. We sent him down to ask Mr. Evans if he would take him on, supposing he suited. He 
was a certificated mining engineer, I believe.
2601. Mr. Turnlmll.P. Did the directors press this man on tho manager ? No.
2602. Mr. Swinbum.] Do you think it is judicious on the part of the directors to appoint any subor
dinate ? I do not sec any harm in it if the manager approves of the man. It is the same with a steam
ship company, the directors or manager of which might appoint an officer; but if he did not suit, tho 
captain would communicate the fact, and the officer would go. The manager in charge is responsible for 
the working of tho pit, and it is not likely that the Board of Directors would ask the manager or direct 
him to keep on a man who was incompetent or unsuitable. In tbc present case the explanation is this: 
A man applied for a situation at Burwood Colliery, and the directors (being the same as in Stockton) 
asked Mr. Evans to give him a trial as overman ; but they did not pull together, and the man left.
2603. Mr. Usher.] Arc you aware that your late overman advocated working with 10-yard bords, Captain 
O’Sullivan ? No; I never heard of it.
2604. Mr. Oitrley.] Did he bring any charges against your manager? No; there was some complaint 
about water-baling, or something of that kind, but no charge was made.

- The witness withdrew.

Mr.
T. O’Sullivan. 

12 Aug., 1880.

Mr.
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Mr. Thomas Broughall sworn and examined:—
Mr. 2605. President.] You are proprietor of one of the collieries at Tiglic’s Hill? Yos.

T. Broughnll. 2606. And yon hold a lease from the A.A. Company ? Yes. 
ipT^'^rsr 2607. How' long has the colliery been in operation ? I cannot say exactly.

Aug., lost). 20Qgi jjow ]ong i,ave yOU ’been"connected with the colliery ? About eight months, I think.
2609. And you work the Borehole coal seam? Yes,
2610. Is this {produced) the plan of your workings? Yes.
2611. What are the workings coloured yellow ? Green worked them.
2612. Green was your predecessor ? Yes, {The witness here indicated those yjorkkif/s which had: lecit 
conducted hy him.)
2613. One of your bords off the north heading has undermined Tighe’s Creek ? Yes.
2614. And was approaching some workings from Perndale? Yes, somewhere there.
2615. Have you been served with any notice from the Examiner of Coal-fields as to stopping these work
ings ? Yes; I received a notice to cease working in the pit. ■
2616. What did you do ? Well, I had stopped on the side you refer to before that, but I took no further 
notice.
2617. When the Commission visited your colliery you pointed out a position where you intended to putin 
a dam ? Yes.
2618. Who recommended you to do that ? It was recommended by Mr. Turnbull first.
2619. The dam has been put in in that advance bord, has it ? Yes.
2620. And is it now perfectly secure ? Yes.
2621. Then about the notice you received from the Examiner of Coal-fields or the Inspector, that notice
was a demand to cease work ? Yes, in all directions. .
2622. Did that cause you any alarm ? No.
2623. Did you expect it? No, [ did not.
2624. Then why did it not cause you alarm ? Well, it did, at first, in a way.
2625. Did yon employ your lawyer? Yes ; I employed Mr. Gorrick.
2626. Has any further action been taken ? No; I have heard nothing of it since.
2627. What height is the coal seam in that colliery? It is 14 feet.
2628. Of which you work 7 feet? Yes.
2629. Leaving the remaining 7 feet as a roof ? Yes.
2630. Do you propose to work out this 7 feet? No, not the whole of it.
2631. How much do you propose to take out ? About 2 feet S inches.
2632. What overlies the coal seam ? Clay, with sand on the top.
2633. Eor how many feet ? I think it is 41 feet.
2634. That is to the bottom? Yes.
2635. I believe the level of your shaft is only 2 feet above tidal-mark ? About that, or 15 inches above 
high-water-mark.
2636. Has that narrow elbow of flat land been subject to floods? Yes; but that was before the water 
could get away as well as it docs now. It is four years since I saw a flood there.
2637. What width of bords do you drive? 4 yards on the south side, and 5 yards towards the north.
2638. Have the workings ceased towards the north ? Yes; we have worked out to the crop.

Note:—The crop-out is marked by bold dotted peucil lines on the sketch-plan.
2639. The workings to the north of the shaft are stopped ? Yes; there are no workings there at all.
2640. Have you any top coal to remove ? Yes. It is proposed to work the top coal to the north of the
pit after the other portions of the mine have been exhausted. _
2641. To the south of your coDiery your heading has proceeded under a, branch of Tighc’s Creek; and is 
to be defined by a line over the bridge that carries flic Maitland Eoad across the creek.
2642. Where is the boundary of your ground ? About half a chain to the north of the Maitland Bead.
2643. In the advance places off the south heading approaching the washout, how far have these places to 
go ? Well, we cannot tell. I suppose as far as -we can find coal.
2644. ITom the southern beading you propose to work tbc coal in the usual way ? Yes.
2645. What size pillars do you propose to leave under the creek ? 4-yard pillars.
2646. And in that portion south of tho creek, what pillars will you leave ? 4-yard pillars there also.
2647. Do you propose to extract the pillars under the creek, or in the land to the south of the ‘
creek? No. »
2648. Are you acquainted with the coal-field to the cast of the Maitland Eoad? I have worked at 
Berndalc.
2649. Is it your intention to work a portion of the coal under the Maitland Eoad from Tigbe’s Hill ? No.
2650. Do you consider the system you arc pursuing ensures safety ? J. do.
2651. Has the Inspector of Collieries explained to you otherwise? No.
2652. Has he explained in any way the notice that was sent you to ccasc working ? The only thing was 
this bord being under the creek. That was what he said when I saw him afterwards.
2653. Did he point out danger in any of the other workings ? No.
2654. Have you any knowledge of the collieries adjoining the harbour ? No ; I have not been down any
of them. " ’ '
2655. Have you formed any opinion as to the most safe and effective mode of working the coal under tho 
sea in these collieries ? Well, I have not troubled about any except my own.
2656. Would you consider it safe to follow the district custom in working a colliery 300 feet deep, or loss, 
under the ocean bed? No; I would not work 8-yard bords under the sea.
2657. What width of bords would you have ? G-yard bords.
2658. And how about the size of pillars ? I would leave C-yard pillars.
2659. Is it in accordance with your experience that the width of bords and size of pillars should be varied 
in accordance with circumstances? Yes.
2660. You would vary the custom to suit the altered conditions under the sea? Yes.
2661. What is your opinion of the measures that should be taken to ensure uniformity of system on the
part of the miners. Would you favour the imposition of fines in the event of a departure from the rule— 
supposing a miner was eating into his pillar, for example ? I think a man ought to bo fined for cutting 
into hjs pillars. If there was not some restriction in that direction they would drive their bords just as 
they liked. 2662.
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26G2. Then you think that in working under the sea in these comparatively shallow collieries conditions Mr. 
of safety should be rigidly adhered to ? Tes ; 1 think so, certainly. Broughall.
2GG3. Mr. Gurley.'] You say you noticed a hood over the surface of your colliery four years ago ? Yos; '
that was over the flat, owing to heavy rain; but we have had nothing like it siuee. 12 AuG*>1886'
2GGi, Has a large fall taken place in close proximity to the shaft ? Not a great way from it. There 
were three or four falls there. ’ '
2G65. How is the shaft supported ? By timber.
2GGG. Have you ever examined tho shaft very closely to see if it is decaying ? Yes; it has only been in 
twelve months. There is no fear of it decaying.
2667. Mr. Swinbum.] In working from the foreshore, would it not be desirable to take measures to 
ascertain the nature of the overlying strata? Yes.
2668. Mr. Usher.] YVbuld you have G-yard bords aud 6-yard pillars, irrespective of the depth of the over
lying strata ? I.should vary the pillars aud bords according to the circumstances surroundiug me.
2669. Mr. Ncilsoni] As to the subsidence of the surface, where the pillars are taken out, does it go below 
the tidal waters ? It will be, but I intend to put up an embankment to keep the flood water out. I shall 
put up a 4-feet embankment.
2670. How long do you suppose the extraction of the pillars will occupy ? I dare say it will take three 
months.
2671. Mr. Davies^] Are you careful in having uniform pillars ? Yes; I have endeavoured to keep them 
of a uniform size.
2672. Ho you ever find bords udder than you have stated ? Yes; I have found them wider, but I soon 
stop them.
2673. Presidentb] With respect to working under the sea, Mr. Broughall, you have said you would vary 
the width of bords and size of pillars according to varying circumstances ;—would you consider it a wise 
measure of precaution to have narrow prospecting drifts well in advance of your bords ? It would be a 
good thing to do, undoubtedly.
2674. It would bo a wise precaution ? Yes.
2675. And considering that the Borehole seam is overlaid by rock that is subject to grey backs or fissures, 
would you advocate putting in bores in advance of these leadiug places or drifts ? Yes ; that would be 
a wise plan. It would be better to meet the water that might be in an open facing that wav than in the 
drift. I would approve of such a course if I found that the water was pressing.
2676. Mr. Jones.] But you cannot always ted ? No ; hut if you find the water coming you can prepare for 
the fault. I think precautions should be taken ; but I do not consider it necessary to keep boring where 
it is dry.
2677. Supposing you are going under theoeea,n-bed with 100 feet of rock cover, you have not a great margin 
of safety with simply a prospecting headiug ? Not a, great margin, certainly ; still it would show when yon 
would come upon water as well as a bore.
2678. As a purely precautionary measure, hare you anything to urge against it ? No.

The witness withdrew.

Mr. R. Baker.
Bobert Baker sworn and examined :— ,

2679. President. You are a miner ? Yes. I have been mining all my life.
2680. How long have you been resident in Newcastle ? About twelve years.
2681. Have you a general knowledge of tho district ? I hare been about a. good deal; but I do not know 12 Aug., 188S. 
much about the internal workings.
2G82. Ho you know of any borings at Stockton? I know nothing about Stockton.
2683. Ho you know whether the coal seam in the neighbourhood of the harbour is covered with quick
sand ? No. i know little or nothing about Stockton.
2684. If you were told that the Newcastle coal seam was covered by thick surface deposits—sand, clay, 
aud so forth, of between two and three hundred feet (hick, with a very moderate covering of rock between 
these surface deposits and the coal—would you consider the district custom of working with 8-yard bords 
and ordinary narrow pillars could be followed with safety ? 1 do not think so.
2685. If you were informed that there was a proposition to pursue the Newcastle coal seam under the 
ocean-bed under these conditions, would that strengthen you in the opinion you have expressed that 
extra precautions should be taken ? Yes, I think so.
2086. Then, from your experience as a miner, what line should tho precautions takein regard to the safety '
of the working ? As to width of bords and size of pillars, and so on, I should think the bord ought 
not to be over 6 yards wide, and the pillars of the same thickness.
2GS7. Would you vary the width of bord and size of pillars in accordance with the varying conditions of 
the roof and surface covering ? Yes, '
2G88. Supposing there was only a thin stratum of rock above the coal, would that be an additional reason 
for precaution ? Yes, I think so; I would in that case make tho width of bords narrower still, say 5 
yards.
2689. You would vary the system to tho particular conditions of the mine and surroundings ? Yes.
2G90. Then what is your opinion of driving in advance of the bords narrow drifts or headings, as a pre
cautionary measure? I think that would be a wise precaution to take.
2691. And in addition to narrow drifts, have yon any opinion to offer as to the advisability of putting 
boreholes in advance of these drifts ? I think that ought to bo done also.
2692. You think it would bo a wise precautionary measure, seeing that you would be working in ground 
that could not be properly prospected from the surface, it being covered by tho ocean? Yes.
2693. Mr. Usher.] And do you think it necessary to take soundings of the water above ? Yes.

Tho witness withdrew.

Thomas Stevens sworn and examined:—
2694. President.]] You are a miner, Mr, Stevens, and at present one of a Company working a colliery on 
Tighc’s Hill ? YTes.
2695. Have you been working at or in the neighbourhood of Tigho’s Hill for some considerable time?
1'or eight years last May. 2696.

Mr.
T. Stevens, 

12Aug!/1886.
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Mr.
T. Sirens.

12A«g., 1886

269(i. Were you working in Ferndale? Yes; we .left there to start a little pit on Tiglie's HiU.
2697. You are now opening another little colliery towards the Maitland Road, and almost opposite the 
bridge? Yes. _ .

' 26S)S. Is it your intention to work the coal seam underneath the road ? No We got permission to work 
under Tighe's Terrace-street—to drive a 6-foot liciiding. Our workings are on lease from Ferndale.
2699. Does your leasehold extend under Tighe’s Creek? Yes.
2700. Beyond Tighe’s Creek, have you any ground? No. This lease is to the left of Tighc’s Creek.
2701. Does not your ground extend to the south of Tighe’s Creek ? Yes.
2702. Then it goes through Tighe’s Creek? No; thecreok runs round our ground; the creek is our boundary.
2703. The Ferndale Company have land further to the south of Tighe’s Terrace-street;—do you hold all 
that ground? Yes; 13 acres.
2704. There is an old pit on it? Yes, to the south of ours—on the hill.
2705. What depth is it? 78 feet.
2706. Aud what depth is your pit? 54 feet,
2707. What thickness of coal have you ? 7 ft. 6 ius., aud the jerry 7 ft. G ins., and then (here is the
bottom coal. _
2708. The bottom and the top coals are divided by a band of 7 feet ? Yes; we are just on a “ disturbance.”
2709. Is it au up-throw to the north ? It is a down-throw where we are working.
2710. That is to the south ? Yes.
2711. What thickness do you propose to work to the south? About 4 feet wc have started; wo are
working 4 feet of top coal. _
2712. What thickness is the under coal ? About 2 ft 6 in. The unworkable coal gets thicker towards 
the south. The Ferndale Company put a bore down there, aud an old shaft was sunk years ago.
2713. Your shaft is about here {position indicated on the plan) ? Yos ; it is sunk in a disturbance.
2714. Is it not your intention to work the coal under the Maitland Road ? No. Wc only asked
permission to drive a narrow place under Tighe’s Terrace-street; we have just started, and have only 
proceeded 2 or 3 yards. ■
2715. How do you propose to work the coal ? We intend to work 4-yard bords with 4-yard pillars.
2716. Do you know the exact extent of the cover above the coal on the banks of the creek ? No ; I have 
no idea; there have been no bores put down that I know of.
2717. Do you not consider it necessary to know that ? Before we work under the creek wo shall try the 
surface by putting down bores. There may not he any coal under the creek; this disturbance may 
cut it off.
2718. What experience as a miner have you liad ? Well, I have been at it ever since I was able to go 
into a pit.
2719. In tins district? Yes, and at Home, in Nottinghamshire.
2720. Do you know anything about the collieries in the neighbourhood of Newcastle Harbour? No; I 
have never worked anywhere but at Ferndale since I have been in the country.
2721. You have no knowledge of the surface deposits above the coal, near the harbour? No.
2722. Do you think 4-yard bords safer than bords of a greater width ? Yes ; I think Lords of 4 yards 
will never come in, I worked a place for Mr. Pepper on tho Hill with 4-yard bords and 2-yard pillars; 
that is years ago, and it is standing now as good as when I left it.
2723. In the other colliery that you worked to the south of this road, wrhat system did you follow ? We 
had only just started, but Bevan had worked it a long while; it had been twelve months standing before 
we went.
2724. What thickness was the coal ? About 3 feet.
2725. Did you find that workable to profit ? Well, we were all working men, you see. We did not 
engage men.
2726. Then you do not purpose working the coal under the Maitland Road ? No.
2727. Arc you aware of the precise nature of the Ferndale workings under the Maitland Road ? Yes;
wo are about 60 yards oft according to the plan. _
2728. Mr. Curley.'] Has the Inspector ever been at your pit since you started operations ? Yes ; Mr. 
Dixon has been there two or three times; but ho has not been down, because when ho came we had not 
started work.
2729. Has the situation of Ferndale -workings been pointed out to you by the Inspector ? We have seen 
it by the Ferndale plan, but not through the Inspector. There is no water coming through in our shaft.
2730. Mr. Usher.] Do you rely upon the accuracy of the Ferndale plan? Well, that is what we are
going by. _ _
2731. Does the seam dip to Tigho’s Creek ? Yes. t
2732. To what extent? In 15 yards it has dipped 3 feet.
2733. Mr. Jonesi] Do you intend to work the whole of your coal in the present shaft? Yes.
2734. Mr. Neil son.] Have you no plan of your own ? We arc getting one made. We have only just 
started tho work.

The witness withdrew.

FEW AT, 13 AUGUST, 1886.
present:—

J. R. M. ROBERTSON, Esq., President.
Mr. USHER,
Mr. NEILSON,
Mr. TURNBULL,
Mr. JONES,

Mr. THOMAS.

Mr. DURIE,
Mr. SWINBUEN, 
Mr. DAVIES,
Mr. CDRLEY,

A. Fairley sworn and examined :—
Mr. 2735. President^] You are an engineer, Mr, Farley ? Yes; a colliery engineer.

A. Fairley. 2736. For some time past I believe you have been engaged in sinking cylinders for the new winnings 
—A‘——% near the harbour ? Yes.

13 Aug., 1886. 2737. At what collieries have you sunk cylinders? Bullock Island, and Stockton, and lletton ; and I 
put down those cylinders at Stockton sixteen years ago for Mr, Croudaee. 2738.
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2738.
2739.
2740.
2741. 
Yes.
2742.
2743
2744
2745

inch and a and 1 inch an £. Mr.
A, Fairley.

What thickness is the metal of those cylinders ? 1__ __ ________________ o
Is that an ample thickness ? Yes; it leaves ample margin on the side of safety.
Have these collieries been sunk successfully ? Yes. .
In the ease of Stockton and Hetton, so far as you have proceeded, arc the shafts perfectly plumb ? ^ 1S8G.

At Bullock Island, to what depth have the cylinders been sunk? 170 feet. '
What is the thickness of the rock that overlies the coal? 43 feet.
How far have the cylinders entered into the rock ? About 9 feet; that is, three cylinders.
How far is the bottom of the cylinders above the coal ? That 1 cannot tell you to a foot or two. 

But I have the distance of the cylinders sunk through in the rock.
2746. Brcm the surface, what is passed through ? 3 feet of rotten clay, 44 feet of sand, 9 feet of hard
bluo clay 2 feet of oyster-bed, 2 feet of soft gray sandstone, 30 feet of brown clay (very good), and 27 
feet of black clay (very good), mixed with shells. ■ '
2747. Is it something like the brick clay at Home ? Yes; a good puddle clay. Then there are sand and 
gravel, lo feet; white clay, 19 feet; yellow clay (very good), 9 feet; boulders and clay on top of the 
rock, 6 feet; and rock, 43 feet.
2748: What does the rock consist of ? Hard sandstone post, and coal 18 feet.
2749, That is 1GC feet of surface ? Yes.

yf>0 I'!lve ^een informed that the space between the top of the coal and the bottom of the cylinders is 
28 feet ? I never measured that.

2751. You see there is a discrepancy of G feet between your statement and the measurement. Could you 
measure the cylinders aud ascertain ? Mr. G-ardiner would be the one to ascertain that.
2752. Is it not possible that there may be more than three cylinders in the rock ? I think not.
27o3. Are these cylinders of ample marginal strength ? Yes.
2764. Of what thickness are the Bullock Island segments? 1£ inch.
2755. Are they plumb ? Well, there may be a few inches out iu the distance.
2756. Have any of tho segment rings cracked—have they sustained anv injury? I believe there is a crank
about 117 feet down, m the clay. '
2757. Docs that in any way impair the stability or strength of the cylinders ? No.
2758. Not in any respect ? No. J

?° tr0U consi£er that the cylinders iu Bullock i sland shaft are perfectly safe and secure ? Yes,I do. 
perfectly Jlett0n ftS fal‘ ;la J011 have gone, are tho cylinders perfectly safe and secure? Yes,

2761. Aud in Stackton shaft ? The same.
2762 Have you any record ofbores put down near Hetton shaft to guide you in the sinking? There
were two put down, but I cannot say how. b
2763. How aro the present cylinders standing ? They are 23 feet in the clay.
2764. Have you any water in it P No. '
2765. Is this great thickness of clay you have mentioned in Bullock Island impervious to water ? It is 
quite dry till you get to the gravel bed.
2766. That is in the centre ? Yes.

t t,>ere’s a bed of clay below that again ? Yes ; it is quite dry.
Ilf- f8 ™ere much water coming df the 15 feet of gravel bed ? 15 gallons an hour.
2769. Is that saltwater ? No ; it is brackish.
2770. Then what wc want, Mr. Fairley, is positive information as to the thickness of the rook. Wo have
been supplied with a section of the shaft that is nearly identical with tho record you have given us, except 
in tins one particular, that the rock is stated to be 45 feet, aud you state it to bo 43. Can you go over to 
Jiulloch Island pit and measure the distance between the coal and tho bottom of the cylinders ? I could 
not go to-day, it being pay Saturday. '
SS' J0neS^ .T™^to°d yOU to say that tho °yli,wtera ;lTO 1* inch thick in Stockton shaft ? Yes. 
2772. Do you consider them of ample strength ? Yes.
£2- ^“ulrV0t lihe ™ter have a c01T0slv0 action on the metal ? Yes ; it would cat into it;.
twtl S mt0 the x’T1 wou!d the cylinders. Is it not then only a question of time when
the} would become unsate ? Yes; but it would take a long time.
2775. Can you say how JougP No.
2776. Have yon given the matter any consideration? No.
2777. Mr. Do you thmk ample margin is allowed for some degree of corrosion ? Yes • I think
tliey are suniciently strong. ' *
ovln d suppose they are open for inspection at all times ? Yes.

AV p n£°U j V theo^0rd ofthe surface at tho sPofc where the Lambton cylinders were sunk to tho 
o1^1 ?A d \c sa waa 83 fcet> Wlth b]ue day bolow. We only went to the clay.
o7q?’ -urf ^;Cylmd0rB al1 ldumt ? 1 cannot S11/ exactly. Tlie water was never out.
2781. What thickness is the metal ? -§■ of an inch.
2782 _ Mr. Usher.-] Did yon experience much difficulty in sinking tho lambton shaft ? At first wc did. 
We first put in wooden tubes to keep the cylinders plumb, aud wc got down to the water when Mr
Croudaee sent some sinkers in, who took away the sand, and of course it came through, and we had to
commence the work over agam. &
eyed' Ar? you perfectly certain you had 43 feet of rock above the coal at Bullock Island ? Yes.
ovor' r K} y0U “efc Pald ^or 43 dce1; rocb ? I had nothing to do with tho payment.
2785. Did you get a certificate for 43 feet of rock ? No.
2786. Who got it ? I do not know.

The witness withdrew.

W. B. Pendleton sworn and examined:—
o7oo ^rcsifcni^ You are (Nsnager of Burwood Colliery, Mr. Pendleton ? Yes.
0700 a , wg h!l7c y°u eeeupied that position? About throe or four months.
noon * beior° tmt;Twllere were y°u engaged in this district? With the Waratah Coal Company 
2790. As manager? No ; as engineer. P y791 i* Aug.,i88S..

Mr; W: Ip. 
Pendleton.
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279.1. Have you liaA much experience in managing collieries in this Colony ? Ho. _
2792. Have you bad such experience at Home ? Fes; I had about five or six years of it, in the Midland 
Coal-field, near Claycron.
2793. Have you had any experience of mining under the sea ? Ho. __
2794. 'What system do you adopt in working the Burwood Colliery as to width of bords and size of pillars P 
In some cases I leave 4-yard pillars, in others 6-yard pillars, and S-yard bords as a rule,
2795. That is 8-yard bords, and pillars varying from 6 to 4 yards ? Tes.
2796. To the south, what is the size of the pillars ? Some are more than 6 yards there, hut as a rule I 
believe they were laid out to 6 yards.
2797. Have you departed from the rule ? I have run them down to 4 yards in places.
2798. What system do you intend to pursue in future ? That will depend upon circumstances.
2799. As a general rule, would you be in favour of altering the width of bords and size of pillars to cir
cumstances? Tes. - '
2800. Ton think the surrounding circumstances should, in a large measure, determine the mode of work
ing a colliery ? Most certainly.
2801. Have the Burwood Coal Company applied for any lease of the coal under the sea adjoining this 
land? I think not.
2802. And approaching the tidal waters, is it high or low water-mark that is your boundary ? I should 
say that it is high water-mark.
2803. Arriving at your boundary along tho sea-coast, do you know whether it is the intention of your 
company to apply for an ocean area ? X have not heard so.
2804. If they were determined to work the coal under the sea, what system would you propose to ensure 
safety? Well, the narrow bord is the only thing I could recommend. But I have seen a place 5 or 0 
feet wide come in.
2805. Judging from the few months experience you have had of Burwood, would you be disposed to 
recommend narrow bords in working under the sea ? Tes.
2806. And what thickness of pillars would you recommend ? Say 4 yards. That would be leaving in 
about 50 per cent, for the support of the roof.
2807. Do you think 4-yard pillars under the sea would ensure safety? I do, provided the roof was in an 
ordinary state.
2808. Is it within your experience that 4-yard pillars leave little margin for safety, considering the / 
liability to “ thin ” the pillars ? Butthey must not be thinned; otherwise they must he left thicker.
2809. Would it not be advisable to start by leaving them thicker ? It is possible.
2810. Would you have any objection to 6-yard pillars ? Not in the least.
2811. Burwood shaft, I believe, is about 270 feet deep ? J understood ft was 270 feet.
2812. What is the thickness of the surface deposits above tbc rock ? I am open to correction, but I 
believe about 70 feet.
2813. Are you quite sure as to the depth of the shaft? I am going by our ropes.
2814. Have you any reason to believe that the surface thins towards the coast? Ho. I fancy it runs 
about the same, judging from the contour of the rocks on each side.
2815. Are there any rocks visible on the sea-bcaeh about opposite the lagoon, or about tho same distance 
to the north ? Tes, especially on the north side.
2816. How far to the south of the lagoon do you travel before the rocks appear on the surface? About 
4 or 5 chains, or perhaps a little more.
2817. Before working under the sea, would you consider it wise to have some accurate data as to the 
character of the surface rocks overlying the coal scam before determining upon a system of work ? Tes; 
and also as to the depth of the water, and the nature of the bottom down to the rock.
2818. Do you know anything about Stockton or Bullock Island ? Ho.
2819. Would the same remarks you have made as to Burwood apply to these collieries ? It is just possible 
they would not apply to those collieries.
2820. Ton think tho particular circumstances of a colliery ought to determine the mode of working ? I 
think so; that is what you must go by.
2821. 1 would ask you to give a general answer to this general question : In all cases where collieries of 
a moderate depth purpose working coal nndcr the oeean-bed, do you think extra precautions arc necessary, 
and extra care in the laying out a proper system of working ? Ho doubt there ought to be extra care 
taken both in laying out and working, especially where the depth is shallow, as it is in the locality where 
I am.
2822. Then you would advocate extra care in maintaining the width of bords and size of pillars, whatever 
system-might be determined upon ? Tes; but] do not think danger arises so much from insulficient 
precautions in that direction as from cracks or fissures that may be in the roof, especially at these shallow 
depths, and dipping so rapidly as the shore does.
2823. Then you consider extra caution necessary in driving narrow places in advance of the bords— 
exploring drifts ? Tes; of course you would have to forewin the coal. I have seen exploring drifts 
break in.
2824. AVould you have any objection to bores being put in advance of these exploring drifts ? Wc should 
be compelled to in approaching the water,
2825. Ton think it is a sine <iua non ? I think it ought to ; I would have a good and sufficient area 
worked out inland to provide for any influx of water, and give it time to go away.
2826. In cases where a considerable depth of surface deposits came down to rhe rock'-head, would you bo 
disposed to advocate a minimum thickness of solid strata ? What ] mean is, that no coal should be 
worked under the ocean-bod unless with a known and minimum thickness of solid strata intervening? 
Certainly, I think it would he well if that were satisfactorily settled ; it is most necessary.
2827. Ton think there is as much likelihood of finding irregularity in the rock under tho sea as in dry land ? 
Tes ; there are mountains and valleys.
2828. Tou quite understand wc are talking of collieries working coal at a comparatively shallow depth 
under the ocean-bed ? Tes, I understand.
2829. Mr. Thomas.] The lagoon is close to your pit ? Yes.
2830. Have you driven under it? Yes,
2831. What precautions have you taken in driving under the lagoon ? We have driven in 8 yards wide.
2832. Do you consider that safe ? 1 do. 2833.
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2833. With 70 ft. of wash-ground overhead? Tes. Mr, W, B.
2834. And only 250 ft. to the bottom of the coal? Tes; but you must remember that wash-ground is ■^’en<fl°toii.
not all composed of sand, but clay and other matter. z-
2835. Can you give us a note of the surface deposits ? I could in a few days. Aug., 1886.
2836. You have an upper scam cropping out within 20 yards of the pit, have you not? There is, close to,
I believe.

2837. That is the winning shaft? Yes; about 40 ft. above the winning shaft, we have sunk tho upcast 
shaft, aud we have come on to the rock at about 30 ft.
2838. But you have carried out your workings in this ground with 8-yard bords ? Yes; they were carried 
out previous to my taking charge.
2839. Mr. Gurley.~\ How many places have been driven 8 yards wide under the lagoon ? Perhaps half a 
dozen.

Note.—The workings referred to are shown on the colliery plan. (See Appendix?)
2840. Mr. Davies?. What is tho depth of water in the lagoon over the workings referred to ? Not above 
knee-deep.
2841. Hoes not the sea-water break into the lagoon? No ; sometimes thelagooubreaks out into tbc sea.
2842. Ho not tbe breakers go over there? No.
2843. Is there not a possibility of the sea breaking in there ;—is there any barrier ? I do not think it 
would break in that portion ofthe lagoon near the pit.
2844. Does not a good deal of surface drainage come down to the lagoon and swell it above knee-deep ?
1 have never seen it more than knee-deep. 1 can wade through it almost any time.
2845. What is the extent of the lagoen ? A few acres.
2846. TiVere a fall to take place where you have uudermined tlie lagoon, would not a large quantity of 
water come in from the lagoon ? I have not much fear of that occurring eveu if there should be a fail,
2847. Why? Because tho clay would protect us.
2843. Then you depend upon the clay to protect you ? Yes.
2849. Have you ascertained how far you are in ? Yes. They are only just in. The pillars are standing 
with a good roof, and the bords aro stopped.
2850. Why were these bords stopped ? Because tliey arc up to the dyke, and it dips rapidly beyond that.
2851. In working that portion ot your mine, would you take soundings of the lagoon ? Yes; I think I 
would.
28u2. Mr. Jones.~\ Ho you know of any boro being put down below your shaft towards the sea at anv 
time? I think I have heard of it, but 1 have no knowledge, and there is no record of it.
2853. You say your Company 1ms not applied for the right to mine under the sea ? I am almost sure 
they have not.
2804. Do you know whether Mr.-------------- , the lessor, has ? I cannot say; hut I do not think it is likely.
2855. Mr. Usher.'] Why is it not likely, Mr. Pendleton ? Because if lie had done so, the Company would 
be the only parties likely to get that coal, and I have heard nothing of it.
2856. Mr. Jones.] Have you heard whether the A. A. Company have made such application ? Yes; I 
have heard that they are going under the sea.
2857- Mr. Usher.] Have you had much experience iu mining for coal where there was much water? Yes.
1 remember one instance, during the sinking of a pit, where a house was let down over a mile away, and 
the engine-house was pulled to one side. '
2858. What was the thickness of the overlying strata there? 300 feet.
2859. You were surveyor for the Waratah Company for some years ? Yes.
2860. Then you had an opportunity of making yourself acquainted with the underground operations, and 
also those on the surface ? Yes.
2861. Have you noticed any fissures in the rocks overlying the seam of coal at Burwood ? No ■ I think 
not.
2862. Haye you observed any fissures in the rocks exposed on the beach? Yes; but I took them to be 
weather cracks more than anything else.
2863. Have you anyone over you ? Mr. Croudaee is consulting engineer.
2864. In the ordinary working of the mine, does he decide the size of the pillars, &c. ? No.
2865. Then he is not directing engineer? No ; I think not. .

The witness withdrew.
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Andrew Tulip sworn and examined :—
2866. President.] You arc a colliery proprietor, residing at Morpeth, I believe ? Yes ; I am called a Mr. A. Tulip,
colliery proprietor or owner. 1, 1 ‘
2867. And you have bad long experience in the working of coal ? Yes. It isnow sixty-tbrceyears sincel 13 Aug., 1886. 
first went to the pits.
2863. Was that in the north of England? Yes.
2869. In what collieries were you engaged there? I was brought up at the Percy Main Colliery.
2870. Any others? Yes ; 1 was at Wall send and Pordau, South Hetton.
2871. Had you any experience of working coal under tho sea ? No, not nndcr the sea. The Percy Main 
Colliery was under the Tyne.
2872. At what depth was that ? Prom 125 to 140 fathoms.
2873. That is about 290 yards ? Yes.
2874. Aud what was the depth of Wall send? It was about the same depth,
2875. Is it in accordance with your experience of miring for coal to proportion the size of the pillars and 
the width of tho bords to the depth and surrounding circumstances, such as the character of the roof and 
floor, and the nature of the coal ? Yos, all these conditions I should take into cousideral ion.
2876. Is it in accordance with your experience? Yes : the size of the pillars and width of bords would 
be determined iu proportion to the nature of the roof, generally speaking, and the depth and nature of 
the coal would also be taken into consideration.
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Mr, A. Tulip, 2877. What experience have you had in the Newcastle (New South Wales) District ? Well, I was 
engaged with the A. A. Company at Homeland after coming out was with them here for some years.

13 Aug.,1886. 2878. What seam did you work? The Yard seam.
2879. In what pits ? In those pits just above the bank.
2880. Can you not mention their names ? Well, no: I can scarcely remember their names. The first was 
close by Steele’s house; then there was one on the lop of the hill.

Note.—It was explained that the pits in question wrere named alphabetically, and those referred 
to by tho witness were the A, B, and C pits, sunk to the Yard seam under what is now tho city 
of Newcastle.

2881. What thickness was the Yard seam? It varied from 2 ft. 8 in, to 2 ft. 10 in., but they used to 
call it the Yard scam.
2882. Was the Yard seam worked under the harbour ? Yes, but before I came. It was done by the 
prisoners. It is forty-five years ago next Christmas since J. came.
2883. Do you know what width of bords were driven under the harbour? Well,they were driven of
every size—every width. Tho work was all done by the prisoners. They would leave in a pillar perhaps 
8 yards wide, but the bords would be widened out till they took everything away altogether.
2884. They did not pursue a regular system of pillar and stall ? No; there was nothing like practical 
work.
2885. I believe yon were asked by Dr. Morson some time since to examine Bullock Island Colliery, Mr. 
Tulip ? Yes,
2886. And, in accordance with Dr. Morsou’s desire, yon paid a visit to Wickham aud Bullock Island and
examined tbe shaft and colliery ? 1 did not go down the shaft. It arose in this way: Shortly after tho
iFerndale accident some letters appeared in the local papers which alarmed the shareholders of Bullock 
Island Company, and the doctor asked me to go down and examine the place. I went accordingly, and 
the reason I had for not going down the shaft was that I could not by doing that see what strata they 
had gone tlirough. In order to accomplish what I had to do in the way of reporting as to the safety or 
the colliery it was necessary that I should haie a section of the strata above the coal.
2887. How did you know that you could not seo that by going down the shaft? 1 knew that I could not
from a knowledge of other shafts, because I should be obstructed by the metal casing; and besides that, 
when the cage is in wc have it all partitioned off.
2888. Did you look down the shaft ? Yes, and saw the cylinders. I saw the plan and a section of the 
pit, showing that it passed through stone, gravel, clay, and shells, and 45 feet of rock.
2889. Then you can say nothing more than is expressed in this report? No; not to give a reason for. Tho 
reason why I consider that one of the safest places I have been acquainted with is because 1 never in all 
my experience, either in the way of seeing, reading, or hearing, knew of a place so well adapted for keeping 
the water out. Nature has ordered things very wisely there. There is 45 feet of rock and a great body 
of clay overhead.
2890. You put a great dependence on the clay ? Yes. I was a sinker at Home, as well as a miner.
2891. You think clay is the best and most effectual means of battling with the water ? Yes.
2892. And protecting the rock from the influence of the water above ? Yes.
2893. You did not go down the colliery, however? No.
2894. This report of yours is the result of an examination of tho plan ? Yes.
2895. Have you any opinion to offer the Commission as to the best mode of working the Newcastle coal- 
seam nndcr the sea or under tbe harbour—as to the width of bords or size of pillars that should be 
adopted ? If I were undertaking such operations I should leave pillars of from 12 to 15 yards, and turn 
away the bords from 2 to 3 yards wide, and then widen them out to 5 or 6 yards; but not more than that.
2896. Then, in working the Newcastle seam under the ocean, you would approve ofthe pillars being left 
of ample size as a measure of precaution? Yes, with barriers at different points.
2897. That is under a shallow surface ? I would under any circumstances.
2898. I mean in the broad sense of working under tile ocean,—you would approve of leaving the pillars 
of an ample size, and working the bords not more than 6 yards wide, and probably turning them off a 
little narrower ? Yes.
2899. Have yon any opinion to offer as to tbe utility of driving narrow exploring drifts in advance of tho 
bords ? I should not drive them more than two yards.
2900. I am speaking j ust now simply as to the advisability of driving them in advance of the bords ? Yes. 
I would always be in advance as far as I could carry the air, and I would not drive the bords above 20 or 
30 yards before I put a cut through again.
2901. Have you any opinion to offer as to the use or utility of boring ia advance of the leading bords or 
exploring drifts in working the coal under the ocean ? I cannot say as to that.
2902. Is there not a likelihood of fissures coming down tlirough the rock ? Yes.
2903. Would it not be better to cut these fissures in a borehole than meet them in a drift? I think it 
would in t!iat view be advisable to keep bores ahead.
2904. Would you think it a wise measure of precaution to ascertain as nearly as possible the nature and
thickness of the surface deposits overlying the rock under the ocean-bed ? Yes ; 1 would do everything 
that might conduce to safe working. •
2905. Mr, Usher.'] Do you know anything ofthe Yard seam being worked to the west of the old Custom 
House or Market Square? That was done before I came. There were some shafts worked there 
formerly.
2906. Did you ever see a roll iu any part of the Yard seam approaching the harbour ? No.
2907. Mr. Curley.] Did you explore any of the old workings towards the harbour in any of these pits? 
No ; you cannnot; they are all closed up.

The witness withdrew.

138 BOYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

John Dixon (luspoclor of Collieries) sworn and examined :—
Mr. J. Dixon. 2908. President^] We propose to put a few questions to you, Mr. Dixon, on the condition of collieries 

adjacent to I’erndale. First of all with reference to llroughall and C ri Hi tbs’ colliery, you have before 
13Aug, 1886. given us information as to the thickness of tho strata overlying the coal, and. particulars of the thickness 

and mode of working the coal itself; and you intimated to us (hat you or the Examiner, or both, lud
notified
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notified tlie propnetors to withdraw the men aud cease working, shortly after the Ferndale accident? Mr. J. Dixon. 
Yes; I notified them myself, ‘
2900. What reason did you assign for notifying them ? For going under the creek. I always understood 13 Aug., 1886. 
they were not to go under the creeks.
2910. You brought under tho notice of the Examiner—at all events you brought under our notice,—that 
the workings from that colliery had before the date of your notification to the owners gone under Tighe’s 
Creek, and were rapidly approaching the advance herds from Ferndale ? Yes.
2911. Arid you thought there was danger ? Yes; I thought there was at the time.
2912. Bid they stop the workings going towards Ferndale? Yes,
2913. Are you aware whether they have put a good and sufficient dam in the most advanced of these 
herds ? I was there when they carried on the work and got to know the construction and shape of it. I 
have not been down since.
2914. Are you generally satisfied with tho principle of it ? Yes; I think it could not be better.
2915. So far as that part is concerned you think it secure ? Yes; I think that was the most dangerous part 
originally.
2916. You are aware that the workings of that colliery have gone under Tighe’s Creek or some of the 
branches of it ? Yes.
2917. Boes the surface—that is the overlying strata—in any way alter in that direction? Not that I 
know of. 1 should take it to be the same as at the winning shaft.
2918. They work the bords 4 yards wide there, I believe ? Yes, and leave on a considerable thickness of 
fop coal.
2919. And leave 4-yard pillars ? Yes.
2920. Generally speaking, are the workings at that colliery systematically carried on ? Yes,
2921. That is, they do not depart from the system originally laid down? I think the colliery is worked 
systematically. There is no more departure from rule there than in other collieries.
2922. AVould you consider it advisable for the top coal to be dropped over the area worked under 
Tighe's Creek? Not by any means. I would not think it advisable to touch any of the tops. It is 
the only safeguard they have got,
2923. In working that portion of the ground between a branch of Tighe’s Creek and the bridge and 
Maitland Road, would it, in yonr opinion, be advisable to work tbe tops back and take out the pillars ?
No, it would not.
2924. AVould you consider it safe if round tho margin of the creek an embankment 4 feet to C feet 
bigh was thrown up to prevent the creek overflowing during floods ? No ; I would not consider it safe 
to work the tops and take tho pillars out if the embankment was 40 feet higb.
2925. For what reasons? Because the ground would draw towards the creek if a fall took place where 
tbe pillars had been taken out, and the sand would come through the same as if no embankment 
were there.
2926. AVhat is your experience in dealing with quicksand;—is it not within your experience that a.
depression in one part affects a comparatively distant part? It will draw ft certain distance, no doubt 
It may seem curious, hut tho weather has a great effect when falls take place in this connection ; I mean 
the effect is largely controlled by the weather. "
2927. Is it within yonr experience that clay, unlike mud and sand, does not draw ? Yes.
2928. And, practically, there is no limit to the distance it will run ; that is, the sand? Yes; according 
to the nature of tho sand and the amount of water it contains.
2929. At Broughall and Griffiths’ Colliery, seeing that they have stopped the bore going towards Ferndale, 
and have put in a good and sufficient dam, do you see any objection to the proprietors of that colliery 
being allowed to follow the system of working they are pursuing,—do you see any danger ? AVell, that 
is rather a difficult question, because, when you come to look at tho place from the surface, you would 
think there was 11113' amount of danger; then, if you go below' and sound everything, there is no sign of 
danger. No man could say there is danger ■when he is below. For m3' own part, however, I would not 
lot them work under the crock.
2930. That is, because 3rou think there is an increase of danger there? Yes ; because you cannot tell 
how far some of the clay may have been washed out.
2931. Stevenson’s Colliery has been opened, ] think, since you gave evidence before this Commission ;—
They hold an area of land under Tighe’s Creek, do they not? That is what I am not sure of.
2932. One of the owners told us 3resterday that in addition to the 13 acres leased from the Ferndale 
Company they hold a number of acres under Tighe’s Creek. Boes the remark as to Broughall and 
Griffiths’ Co]lier3r apply equally to others working under Tighe’s Creek ? By all means,
2933. Bo 3'ou think it would bo advisable to insist upon the proprietors having accurate data as to the 
thickness aud character of tho surface contiguous to these creeks ? Yes, by all means ; of course wc 
know fairly well what the surface is about there, but not ns to the bed of the creek.
2934. They are working a piece of ground on top of a bolt of faulty ground, which alters the character 
of the coal ? Yes.
2935. Coming to Maryville, did I understand 3tou to say on a former occasion that you had notified tho 
management to withdraw the men? Yes, I did, thinking there might he some trouble there, especially 
when ] saw the manager turning the men into the bords and working tbe tops.
293C. About how long ago was that? About six or eight months ago.
2937. Then yonr attention was drawn to Maryville prior to the Ferndale accident? Yes ; I never 
thought about Ferndale at the time,
2938. A. ou are aware that at Maryville there is a thick surface of alluvial deposits, and that, at the 
surface, at all events, the surface deposits come directly on to the coal, and that towards the north-east 
the management have put up bores through the top coal, with tho result that they have proved more than 
6 feet of solid ground? So I am informed; butte he sure, I think I should like to be at the drill 
myself.
2939. AVith reference to tlie character of the overlying strata in that portion of the field, have you, in the 
course of inspecting Maryville, seen a fall that took place in one of the abandoned bords ? I think I 
have seen several falls that took place in Maryville.
2940. Have you seen a quantity of dry, greenish, uuconsolidatcd sand coming down? Yes.
2941. AVould 3'ou consider that rock stratified rock ? No—not ripeued,

2942.
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Mr. J. Dixon. 2942. "Would you consider the description I have given of it—that is green, unconsolidated sand—a 
true description P I should call it “ clod”—just the difference between stratified rock and the substance 

13 Aug.,1886. which forms that rock.
2943. There is no great stability to be expected from such a rock above the coal, I suppose ? No; I 
would not trust to it at all, because it would not bear its own weight.
2944. Iu working Maryville Colliery towards the west, and north-west, and south, the workings aro 
defined on the irregular line of the wash-out? Yes.
2945. And one of these headings towards the west has been driven through this wash-out in clay, and at 
tho face of the heading, tliey have again gone into a few feet of soft dirty coal at the bottom ? Yes. 
2-946. And are we right in drawing an inference from that that the passage of these headings through the clay 
defines the width of an ancient river or watercourse that has washed out the coal ? That is my opiuion.
2947. I believe the bulk of tbe workings in Maryville up to about a month ago was confined to working 
the bottom portion of the coal ? Yes,
2948. And leaving on a considerable thickness of tops? Yes; but it is more than a month or two since 
they started to work the tops.
2949. At first, when they commenced to work the tops, they dropped them coming hack, did they not ? 
Yes.
2950. And lately, for reasons that form no part of the business of this inquiry, they have seen fit to alter 
that system, and abandon the bottom part of the coal, and work tho tops going in ? That is correct,
2951. If it is safe to work the top coal at all, Mr, Dison, which of these two systems do you prefer ? 
Given the same roof, I would prefer the old system.
2952. As affording a double means of exit for the men in case of accident ? Yes, I would work the 
bottom first.
2953. Following the other system of working—considering the surroundings of Maryville, and the 
liability of the surface deposits to cheek out—would you consider that system attended by some little 
danger? "Well, any system is attended by some little danger. I was going to say that I notified Mr.

■ Harper, the manager of Maryville Colliery, that I considered it a dangerous practice to work the tops in
Maryville, owing to the soft nature of the cover; but while the report was in transit these very places 
that I was complaining about fell in, and 1 think went to the surface. I went there a few days after, and 
what was my astonishment to find that there was no sign of sand or water where it fell in. This affords 
an example of how a man may be mistaken. I had made sure that a fall there would let in the water, and 
when 1 went there again the place was as dry as possible.
2954. Tbe inference to be drawn from that is that tbe clay offers a considerable protection ? Yes, as 
a dam. If tbc clay comes down in a body there is no fear; but the dread I have is that the gravel might 
come in at the bottom of tho clay; this gravel was tapped going towards Islington, behind the shaft,
2955. Then every precaution should be taken to prospect tbe area over which the stratum of clay extends ? 
Yes, or any other stratum. It is my opinion that winning headings ought to ho started in all these places, 
even to the boundary.
2956. How long is it since Maryville reached the coal ? About sixteen months.
2957. Do you think Maryville has been expensively managed ? It is out of my province to express an 
opinion on that.
2958. I mean do you think too many heading roads have been driven ? Well, if you get into a bole you 
will try to get out of it, aud if you fail in one direction you will try another.
2959. You mean us to understand that it has not been all plain sailing in Maryville ? No, indeed.
29(i0. It is rather a unique colliery ? Yes; and I give tho manager credit for caution.
2961. With respect to the Wickham shaft, do the same remarks apply;—the surface deposits came down 
to the top of the coal-seam there ? Yes,
2962. The surface deposits have been sunk through by means of timber and iron cylinders ? Yes,
2963. And the coal-seam was found under about the same thickness as at Maryville ? About tbe same; 
scarcely as thick where the pit was sunk, I think.
2964. A few workings have been driven off this pit ? Yes.
2965. Are these workings at present going? Not that I am aware of.
2966. Do these workings also determine, in your opinion, tho proximity of a wash ? Yes.
2967. The sand comes down to the roof? Yes. I have seen the sand on the coal-head there.
2968. Do you recollect when the Wickham shaft reached tho coal ? I cannot say exactly. It is over two 
years; it may be three years ago. I know I had not been long in office when they started to sink.
2969. When they reached the coal, we understand, considerable rejoicings were held, and it ultimately 
resulted iu an amalgamation between Wickham and tbe adjoining leasehold of Bullock Island; and when 
the present company was formed the Bullock Island shaft was sunk in the position now occupied ? I 
believe there was an amalgamation.
2970. Do you know the thickness of the solid rock that overlies the coal-seam at Bullock Island at the 
site of the present shaft ? About 40 feet, I think; some of it is very hard.
2971. It is solid rock ? Yes.
2972. Have you inspected the cylinders ? I have not inspected them very minutely.
2973. You have made a general inspection ? Yes.
2974. Do you consider them safe? Yes, so far as I know.
2975. Would you consider li-inch metal strong enough ? Yes, for a pit of that size.
2976. Pressure increases according and in proportion to depth ? Yes.
2977. We understand the Bullock Island workings have been laid out with 8-yard pillars and 6-yard 
places, and leaving on 8 or 9 feet of top coal ? Yes. '
2978. Does that top coal form a good and sound roof ? It does.
2979. The solid strata you have mentioned at Bullock Island is also overlaid with a thick stratum of clay? 
Yes, some of tlie strongest clay I have ever seen in my life.
2980. And do you repose considerable confidence in that clay in resisting the percolation of surface, 
waters ? Yes.
2981. It forms a valuable adjunct to tbe rock that overlies the coal ? Yes.
2982. Do you consider, with regard to the width of bords and size of pillars, that this colliery has been, 
laid out with an ample margin of security for the men ? Given an 8-yard pillar with 6-yard bords, and 
the top coal being left up, I say it is sate.
2983. Have you seen any falls in Bullock Island pit? No.
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29S4. Have you seen any indications of tenderness in the roof or danger to be apprehended ? No. The Mr. J. Diion, 
only indication of anything giving way was when they left that “rnorgan” up. I have examined the col
liery carefully, and could sec no indication of danger. _ _
2985. Have you any reason to alter your opinion as to the advisability of proving the area and distribu
tion of clay to the rise of Bullock Island Colliery ? I think it ought to be proved.
2986. It would be a wise precaution ? Tes.
2987. Tou entertained at one time a high opinion of the coal-seam at Wickham;—have you seen any 
reason to alter your opinion ? No; the seam is right enough.
2988. Coming to Stockton, Mr. Dixon, the winding shaft is considerably deeper than that at Wickham 
and Bullock Island ? Tes.
2989. And the surface deposits are somewhat different ? Tes.

The solid rock is overlaid there by about 80 feet of surface deposits ? I think it is 60 feet.
To the south of the harbour tho rocks come to the surface ? Tes.
Tou know Signal Hill and Nobby’s ? Tes, I do.
Just above high-water-mark there a coal-seam crops out, and about 40 or 45 feet above that 

another and thicker seam ;—have you formed any impression as to what those coal-seams are ? I have 
not. Geologists differ about these things, and 1 do not bother my head about them.

To the north of Stockton you put down a number ofbores with your late father ? Tes.
Generally speaking, does the thickness of the surface deposits increase towards the north? Tes,
What is tho depth of Stockton shaft? 363 ft. to the bottom of the scam.
Tou are aware that the Tard seam has been worked in Newcastle, under the hill ? Tes.
And that the same seam crops out along the coast-line on a level with tho workings ? h1. cs.
Do you know the depth at Stockton shaft at which the same seam has been found? There is a 2- 

foot scam of clean coal at 181 feet, and there is a dirty seam above that of 4 feet 9 inches ; then there is 
the bottom seam, without anything between. _
3000. Throughout New castle there is no naincdcoal-seambetweentheTardscam and theBoreboleseam? No.
3001. Then, seeing that tho same seam which crops out along the coast-line as stated, and that it is met 
with in Stockton at a depth of 184 feet from the surface, would the inference bo, that between Stockton, 
on one side of the harbour, and Newcastle, on the other, a fault intervenes ? That has been my opinion

2990.
2991.
2992.
2993.

2994.
2995.
2996.
2997.
2998.
2999.

for twenty-four years, long before ever Stockton was thought about. _
Note.—The witness was here examined as to certain bores which he put down on Stockton Penin

sula in the year 1863, a record of which he had furnished to the Commission, and.the positions 
of these bores he indicated on the plan.

3002. In Stockton shaft the Borehole seam appears 1o have been divided by a few feet of rock into twm 
seams at the shaft ? I do not think so; it appears to be one seam.
3003. So far as one can judge, there are two seams of coal there ? I think it is overlapped ; I never 
could accept the “ two seams” theory,'
3004. At the bottom of this shaft, a basalt dyke intersects tbe shaft ? Tes. _ _ _
3005. The seam is divided by a layer of the basalt dyke which seems to be injected into the joint of tho
coal? Tes. _
3006. And proceeding 80 or 00 yards, the scam regains its natural appearance until tho dyke becomes 
apparent by another layer as you approach tlie basalt, from another or opposite direction. The upper 
coal is intact, and is being worked. To the cast the bottom is inconsiderably affected by the basalt. 
Then going inwards tho pavement seems to rise aud cut out the lower seam ; a little space intervenes, and 
a thicker seam comes in, in appearance identical with the upper coal, to the west of the shaft—Is that 
in the present face ? Tes; it is scarcely identical with the bottom seam,
3007. That seam to the vrest of the shaft—to all intents and purposes the thick or what is called the upper
coal-seam—is of a soft nature? Tes.
3008. This shaft is very much troubled with basalt dykes ? Tes.
3009. The workings are cut off in all directions by basalt faults ? Tes.
3010. And this has increased the difficulties of mining operations materially ? Tes.
3011. Do you know this “ sheth ” of bords (referring to tbe plan) towards the south and west, and towards
the harbour ? I do. _
3012. "What is the width driven—arc they correctly delineated ou the plan ? No; I think tliey are wider 
than 8 yards.
3013. Am I approximately correct when I say they vary between 9 yards and 10) yards iu width ? Tes.
3014. And the pillars ? They were correspondingly thin where I measured.
3015. Am I right in stating that in some of the “cut-thronghs ” tho pillars are between 2 and 4 yards 
thick ? Tes.
3016. Taking the depth of the seam from the surface and the overlying strata, the character of the coal-
seam, and the nature of the surroundings, do you consider that these bords and pillars are respectively 
too wide aud too narrow to support the superincumbent w-eight ? I do. _
3017. Have you noticed iu any portion of tins sheth of bords incipient signs of “ crush ” on the pillars ? 
No. In the top seam I noticed one pillar that was chipping, where one of the headings was going away, 
and I called attention to it, and notified the manager to have it secured, and to chock up all these aban
doned places.
3018. Do yon consider that in these collieries in proximity to the sea, or working in faulty ground, the
necessity exists for a perfect and regular system of working ? I do. _
3019. Do you consider it would be good mining to work a 10-foot seam in Stockton in the manner we have 
been narrating to you, with the intention of supporting the roof by means of wooden chocks afterwards ? 
No ; it would be better to leave the coal in.
3020. Would it be better to make some alteration in tbe width of bords and thickness of pillars ? Tes.
3021. Is it within your experience that wooden chocks are not everlasting? Tes; but I will back them 
against anything else as long as they will last.
3022. But"it is better mining to vary the width of bords and size of pillars to surrounding circumstances ?
Tes; and I would go further—I would have every pillar zigzag, aud every bord driven by line, I would 
not allow a man to exceed to tho extent of one inch. .
3023. Tou are an advocate of system and regularity ? Tes; I am a methodist. I could show you one
place there where one place was blown info another by the concussion of a shot the week before last. 
(Position marked on the plan 7 within circle to the N.E.) _
3024. Do you think that pressure has heen brought to bear upon the manager to increase his output pre
maturely ? I do, more to the shame of those who did it. 3025.
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3°25' 18 he 11 frec ;locut ? Well; I do not blame the mrmgement, and I told Capt, O’Sullivan so. The 
13 Aue. 1886. ono!?1'3^1'0 t0 |j[a:,nc^or g*Ting,™iiinely birth to places like that, and ruining tlie place for ever, perhaps, 

* dJ° you think an alteration in the existing Act ia necessary to prevent an inordinate delay from
a ving place before the second shaft is sunk ? I would make them put both thoir shafts down simul

taneously,
3027; Do you consider lhat, the provisions ot the English Act would be preferable to the provisions ofthe 
existing Coal-fields Regulations Act? Yes.
302S._ That is to say that there should not be more than twenty-five men at one time in the colliery kept 
working with the object of opening up a communication? Yes.
3029. You consider the provisions of the English Act superior to those of the Colonial Act? Yes ■ 
because in that ease self-interest would soon compel the owners to put down a second shaft, ’
that Ip* ^ ^ wou^ uo^ l5ay an extensive colliery to only have twenty-five men working in

3031. Do you know how many men work at one time in the Stockton Colliery ? I believe about 100 all 
toJd—iucu, boys, and horses in one shift.
3032. You have had unusual opportunities of forming an opinion of the character of the surface deposits 
qhqq i Jr i 1011, dmvar^3 dhe north the surface deposits thicken, do they not ? Yes.
3033. In the narrow neck of land opposite NA 5 bore, the surface deposits have been of au unusually 
treacJicrouscluiractcr, I believe P Yes; it is the most wicked ground I have come across.
a4' -m°U have no doubt lvalkcd al0nS the eastern beach, Mr. Dixon ? Yes.

3035. There are no rocks appearing on the surface there ? No.
3036. Are you of opinion that this thick deposit of sand may extend some distance under the sea ? AVell. 
my opinion is tiiat all round there, if you go a certain distance from Stockton, has been an old water- 
enannol, and that the same alluvial deposits go under the sea.

* 0theT words’ h*10 |JlcTlinsula of Stockton has been thrown up by the aid of the sea and winds? Yes.
3U3S. lou arc aware that tlie Stockton Company have taken on lease about 1,100 or 1,200 acres under the 
ocean? No.
3039. Then would you kindly look at this plan (No. 1), Mr. Dixon. The area coloured yellow is that 
™ j0!!!?1]?® Y-^T_e Company. The pit is sunk on the small area near the apex of the peninsula,

^ Mi'irr.-. ■■ -v w . r /I 1. _ J. . . . _ _ - . ml- I 1 l^r 'll! i.j . i 7. , ----- r"”^ MJ.CU AACtlJ. Irllti UJJUA UI. L-litJ UUJllUbUIU’,
and so^iar as the workings have gone they have proved that between the present shaft and the sea the

lal basalt or other faults. This large yellow portion, marked “ 1,160 acres,”
nnlrl Hliof linci tu-uin ________j.„.l j_i. _ on _ _i j . n i y>i

ground is intersected by several muiia. xuxs mrge yeuow poruon, inarKeo. i.inu acres,”
presumably is an ocean leasehold, that has been applied for and granted to the Stockton Coal Company, 
and opposite the centre of that leasehold, the bores (which you have placed at our disposal) on tlie 
narrow nock ot land have been put down. Would you consider, if surface deposits extend under the 
bed ot the ocean, that it would be possible to work this coal seam there, under the conditions you have 
approved of ? I do not think so. J
3010. Before any coal workings are allowed to be prosecuted under, high or low water-mark, would you
consider it absolutely necessary that the strata overlying the coal should be prospected in this area? Bv 
all means. if -
3041. And without very accurate data, would it be unsafe to work the coal ? Yes. I should consider that 
the same sort oi cover would probably be met under tbc sea,
3012. You are aware that several basalt faults curve round and intersect the workings of Stockton. At 
the apex ot Signal Hill certain basaltic faults appear, and also at Nobby’s, running in the same direction, 
and there is evidence tba.t the ground is faulty towards the east? Yes.

Note.—Mr. Dixon is referred to tho plan, and remarks that to the north for some distance the 
ofu'i m Penmsula °* Stockton lias been proved by bores showing faulty strata to exist. 
dU43. Jo put a general question without regard to any particular colliery, you are aware that the 
colliencs of Newcastle, in the vicinity of tho harbour or ocean, arc all of comparatively shallow depth, 
and that some of them are covered with thick surface deposits which reduce tlie solid strata overlying the 
coal to a minimum ? Yes. J b ^
3014 Now, generally speaking have you formulated any opinion as to the mode you would suggest should 
be adopted m w orking coal under the sea—with respect to width of bords, size of pillars, and exploring
Sr$b0rCh0lf m ad7‘'mCC’ 01' °Ttlier'vl8e? Ves, I have. In the first place, I would have prospect- 
in headings as far m advance as I could carry the air, which would leave the bords a good distance 
behind; and 1 would not confine them to one direction, hut would carry them forward in every direction 
that 1 intended to work. Thou about bores in advance of those headings, that would necessarily follow' 
I would keep a bore for, say 4 yards ahead of the face the whole time. I would have the headings in 
the winnings 6 ft wideband if possible leave the top coal in; and, finally, I would have the bords driven by 
fmo and thejpillars carefully kept of one thickness. There ought to be some strict regulations in regard 
to these matters. It is to the men’s own advantage that this should be so. In going under the sea I con- 
f’l0r the S-Prd bord is wide enough, and I believe that a uniform 8-yard pillar is good enough 

l nythmg. Wo have to bear m mind that there aro certain strata in this district that cut up very 
much. 1 have seen it go up 1G feet in the 2-yard place—that is,where you have a shaly roof. Looking 
at it in every way and considering the pressure that would be on these pillars, my opinion is that if they
were left of a uniform thickness of 8 yarfls it would be sufficient. 1 *
3045. It will depend very much on the nature of the roof and floor ? Yes; and another thing, you can 
never gauge one place by another. b’ J
Sr 55? I11.™"' of t},° irregularities of the strata here, do you think it sufficient to go
qoiv tv Hea",,-T0 ’1 'v,0ll d ra1dlcr not see tliem g° under the sea where the roof is bad. 
qj™1 i;0 y°u .thmk ^ would bo safe to work tbe top coal under Throsby’s Creek ? I do not.
3048. Do you know that it is the intention of the management to commence the removal of the top coal 
mere ? JNo ; 1 have not heard it mentioned. 1

1 am now abm,t t0 Put a painful question, Mr. Dixon, but it is only fair to you that it
Spwnw °yjer expressed your opinion of the value of Wickham and Bullock Island
Colliery to Mr. Winchester? Yes, I have.
3050. Was that a private communication? Yes.

J-f ?v“ contemplate that any use would be made of it for the purposes of speculation ? I 
demiwntertTnlr' t0 T was *iu.st Iilrc wliat ono mlm would say to another in the same
it will be the last^ ^ 1VElF tdc fimo I ever gave a private opinion concerning a mine, and

3052*
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3052. Then, just one question with regard to Stockton. Do you know that the rooi in the drifts being J- Dison. 
driven in the direction of the Xobby’s towards the sea has recently become so broken up .au 1d"T’^''7fiSK 
immense amount of timber has to be put in, and that it is with the greatest difficulty that the exploration 1 Au6-i s • 
can be continued? bio; i was not aware of it. It is only a fortnight since I was in the place; it must
have occurred quite recently,
3053. Mr. Jones.] In working the coal under the sea, Mr. Dixon, take Stockton, for example, do yon think 
it necessary that there should be a minimum of strata over the coal before being worked ? I am not a 
believer in rock cover going nndcr tlie sea, unless it is a very thick one.
3054. Do you think a certain thickness should be stipulated ? I am not certain about that, because you 
may get rotten stuff that could not be depended upon at all.
3055. President,] You have stated that you think a certain amount of pressure has been brought to bear 
upon the management in producing a large output from the Stockton Colliery. Did you ever seo 
Captain O’Sullivan in the mine ? Wo.
3050. Have you had a conversation with him about tho output, &c. ? Yes. _ _
3057. Do you think he has any knowledge of mining work—as to the bords and pillars, for instance ?
I do not think he has any knowledge about the work of a mine.
3058. Do you think he would be required to kuow about a mine as a director? Well, he ought to know, 
being what they call a working director.
3059. Wo have been informed that, although a director of tho company, he has no_ knowledge whatever
of the working of a mine? He has a knowledge of it, but it is within tbc last fortnight, perhaps, because 
I told him myself that the bords were too wide and the pillars loo thin ; I told him that I did not blame 
the manager, but that 1 blamed those who hounded him on to produce a big output. _
30G0. Mr. Davies] If anything should happen to the shaft at Bullock Island, is there sufficient means to 
get a man out quickly to ensure safety ? Steam is kept up alt tbe time at Wickham, and ropes are over 
tlie pulley-chain there, and ] am told that they are going to put a cage in, which I think myself will be 
better. _ ,
3061. President] Does the Act provide for that ? No ; it is simply by my talking to the manager quietly
that I perhaps got it done. _ _ _
3062. Do you think the law should be altered iu any way in regard to this ? In my opinion there should
he one open way for tlie men to get out—that is, to go up the pit in the same way that they can come out 
of the Wailscnd tunnel. _
3063. But where you have a tunnel you say that is a safe way for the men to get out? I.os.
306-1, Mr. Curley] Have you ever inspected the cylinders at Bullock Island? I have not inspected 
them closely. _
3065. Do you think it would be desirable to inspect them? It might; but I cannot do it without stop
ping the pit and keeping them idle; I have no real power to do that. I know tho pit has been inspected 
by two practical men working in the mine, one of whom helped to sink the shaft.
30GG. In attempting to remedy any of the defects you may have observed, have you had any consultation 
with the Examiner of Coal-fields ? No. I can effect the remedy myself, if it be possible, witliout consulta
tion with anyone. For example, perhaps I may inspect a place to-day, and, discovering some defect, 1 
may write a notification on the same day before 1 make my report.
3067. Were these remedies are not carried out that you suggest, what stops arc then taken ? I send
the report to the Examiner with a copy of my notification, and it is then out of my hands until 1 get 
further instructions. .
3068. Do you know whether Mr. Mackenzie, the Examiner of Coal-fields, was a shareholder in the 
Bullock Island Coal Company ? You will excuse me; I must decline to answer that question.
3069. I have a right to press the question, inasmuch as the Examiner of Coal-fields, I understand, stands
between the Inspector for Collieries and the Minister for Mines? I have just answered a question from 
tho President on that head ,

President] I understood Mr. Dixon to say this :—That when anything he suggested was not earned 
out the matter was referred to the Examiner of Coal-fields, and that he then waited until he 
received a reply cither from the Examiner himself or from the Minister.

Witness] If you look in the Act you will seo that I am bound to send all my reports to tho 
Examiner—he can do what he likes with them; hut they usually come back with a minute, the 
Examiner being my superior officer.

3070. Mr. Usher] In what way is he your superior officer, excepting that you have to send your report to 
him? It stands to reason that he is my superior officer; if it is not expressed in the Act. it is expressed 
in my communications with the Mines Department.
3071. Has the Examiner of Coal-fields ever told you that he was interested in the Bullock Island Colliery ?
I shall not say a word about bis private business—you bad better ask bim.
3072. Do you know, as the Inspector of Collieries, whether Mr. Mackenzie has openly and publicly 
violated the Coal-fields Begulations Act? No. I do not know anything about his openly and publicly 
violating the Coal-fields Regulations. I know he is always anxious to have the Act. carried out. _
3073. Do you consider, if he was interested in any coal-mining company, that it would he a violation of
the Act? 1 may answer that by asking another question ;—Can you find anything in the Act that would 
preclude him from holding such interest ? _ _

This line of examination was not further pursued, aud the witness withdrew.

Mr. A rchibald Gardiner recalled:—
Mr Gardiner produces copy of Check Inspectors’ report referred to in his evidence and that of 

George Minekham. (See Appendix] _ _
3074. President] Do you know the measurement between the bottom of the cylinders and tho top of the Mr.
coal in your shaft at Bullock Island? It is 28 It. 3 ins., or 27 It. 9 ius., 1 forget which. The total A.Gardiner, 
sinking for the pit paid to Mr. Hugh Walker was 52 ft. 0 ins. {including pump). t ----- ''----->
3075. Can you give us documentary evidence to-prove the whole of the thicknesses of the strata? No, I 13Aug., 1886.
cannot: the work was done before my time. _ _
3076. You say a certain length of cyh nders ent eivd into 1 he rock, aud Mr. Eairley says a different length .
Well, Mr, Fairley should know belter than I.

EOTAi COMMISSION ON COILTICItUiS—MINUTES OE EVIDENCE, 1^3
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FRIDAY, 27 AUGUST, 188G

Jittscnt:—
J. R. M. ROBERTSON, Esq., President.

Mr. TJSHEE,
Mr. NEILSON, 
Mr. TURNBULL, 
Me. JONES,

Mr. DURIE,
Me. SWINBUEN, 
Mr. DAVIES,
Mb. CURLEY,

Mr. THOMAS.

Hugh Walker recalled:—■
ir wrii- v' President'] In going over your evidence, Mr. Walker, I find that I did not question you as to the 

• a ■°r- thickness of solid strata that you passed through in Bullock Island ;—do you recollect what thickness itwas 
f. under the clay ? It is 44 ft. 9 ins, from the clay to the head of the coal.

27 Ang., 18SG. 3078. Then are the cylinders entered any distance into the rock ? About 13 feet.
3079. It has heen slated here that tlie cylinders have entered into the rock about G feet, and again the
distance has heen stated at 9 feet? In the first instance the cylinders were about 12 feet into the rock__

. that is, four cylinders, but they dropped a foot or two.
3080. Were you there during the whole time the shaft was being sunk ? Yes; from top to bottom.
3081. Then, according to your statement, tbc cylinders would be about 13 or 14 feet into tbc rock ? Yes,
3082. Lou have no doubt on tbe subject of thickness of tho rock ;—you are quite sure it is over 40 feet ?
Yes; quite sure. ' ’
3083. When the cylinders dropped away, did they do any damage ? Yes; one of them cracked.
3084. Did that in any way imperil the safety of tho shaft ? No ; not in the least.
3035. In your examination-in-chief you were asked—it was quite an unimportant question, and I did not 
press it—whether you recollected the names of the guests at a banquet you told us of, and I think you 
stated that the Examiner of Coal-fields was not there P Yes; and neither he was.
3086. Do you recollect a letter of apology having been sent by tbe Examiner of Coal-fields to you—when 
I put the question to you before you did not recollect? Yes.
3087. And did you receive a letter ? Yes.
3088. What was the purport of that letter? It was a letter of apology, expressing regret that he could 
not attend, and congratulating us upon our success. lie said it would be one of the best collieries we had 
iu the Newcastle District. It appeared in the Press, I think.
3089. Is any portion of the rock in the Bullock Island shaft of a soft or rotten nature? No ■ it is a
sound and solid post right through. ’

The witness withdrew.

A. Eairley recalled:—
3090. President.'] You have been recalled on your former oath, Mr. Eairley, with respect to a small dis
crepancy iu the statements made before the Commission as to the thickness of rock overlying the coal

27 Aue 1SS6 ^ Etiilock Island shaft. _You probably recollect hoiv the discrepancy arose, and having had an oppor- 
’’ ' YURVy °£ ascertaining which of the statements was correct, what do you now say is the thickness of tho

rock overlying the coal-seam? The same as I gave you before—43 feet.
3091. What is the length of cylinders in the rock ? From 9 to 10 feet.
3092. Still the discrepancy remains. The rock measures 28 feet above tbe coal, with 9 to 10 feet of 
cylinders in the rock, according to your statement;—how do you make 43 feet of that? Am I bound 
to tell ?
3093. Yea? Well, when we had sunk through tho gravel-bed there the cylinders dropped away some
feet—4 to 5. ^
3094. Then the cylinders are really more than 9 to 10 feet in the rock, owing to the dropping away? Yes.
3095. A.t present they arc about 13 feet or 14 feet in ? Yes ; it went from the surface right down.
3096. Who was in charge of the men during sinking operations ? I was.
3097. Did any one else have charge—if so, who were thev? There was Win. Sharp and another named 
Wallace, a Lanarkshire man. There were only the two shifts.
3098. Do you know where these men reside ? I know of one, that is Sharp ; he lives at Tighe’s Hill now.’ 
He was always on the day shift.

Tbe witness withdrew.

Mr.
A. Fairley.

John Mackenzie sworn and examined :—
i TirMv • ^res^enI~\ I11 your official capacity as Examiner of Coal-fields, Mr. Mackenzie, do you make

. ac oimo. yourself conversant with the borings and sinkings for the discovery of coal throughout your province ? 
‘Miur ™h0ne™r tlie7 are aenfc t0 me, but tho Companies are not compelled by the Companies and the Coal- 
‘ o-> * mines Regulations Act to supply me with records of borings. I may say, however, that a great many of

these borings and sinkings are done through tlie Department by the Diamond Drill Branch.
3100. Arc you acquainted with the geology of the tidal swamps around Throsby’s Creek and the harbour
of Newcastle ? Yes. & i j
3101. Generally speaking, do you know the thickness and the nature of tho surface deposits in these 
directions ? Well, they vary in depth and character.
3102. Are you acquainted with Broughall and Griffiths’ Colliery? Yes.
3103. Have you inspected tho underground workings of that colliery ? Yes.
.3104. When, and how often, can you state? Well, I cannot recollect from memory, but it is not very 
long since. It is since they were proposing to put a dam in there I was shown where they proposed to 
construct it.
3105. That was in an advanced bord ? Yes.
3106. Then your inspection was subsequent to the Eeradalc accident? Yos.
3107. Had you not boon down there before? Yes ; I believe 1 had been down before that occasion, hut
not m that particular part. 3108.
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3108. This collier)' is situated a few feet above the level of the creek, ou a narrow neck of land which Mr. 
was submerged during large floods ? Tes. ^ Mackenzie.
3100. The advance bord that you have referred to, and that was approaching the Perndale old workings, 
has been stopped, I believe, at your instance ? Tes. 27 Aug., 1880.
3110. Having regard to the inconsiderable depth of this colliery, do you apprehend any danger of 
the water at Perndale bursting into that bord? No. I believe the dam is a very substantial structure.
3111. But the dam would not prevent the water from bursting in. Do you apprehend any danger from 
the Perndale water bursting through the barrier ? No; not if there is no more working in that direction.
3112. Have yon given much consideration to tho conditions of this colliery witli respect to the safety of 
the men ? Tes. The Inspector has reported to me that ho has instructed them to he very careful, and the 
management has been told that in our opinion the tops ought not to be worked there,
3113. You are aware that some modification was made in the district system of working in this coUiery;— 
can yon tell us what modification that is with respect to the width of bords, for example ? I do not know 
that they have altered them from the original width ; of course they are narrower than the district rule, but 
no alteration has been made lately that I am aware of. It has been worked just tlie same from the com
mencement. The pillars are thicker, and the bords are not so wide as those generally worked in the district.
3114. Do you conscientiously believe that the colliery is working under conditions that endanger tho 
lives of the workmen? No. I have not seen anything to create that belief. There is danger of course 
in all mines, but I do not see that there is any danger to be apprehended at the present time—wo do not 
know what there may be in the future,
3115. During the former investigation, Mr, Mackenzie, viz., that of Ferndale, yon mentioned that you 
had served the owners with notices to cease operations and withdraw their men from this colliery;—is that 
so ? I really do not recollect just at the present moment.
3116. It was explained in the course of your evidence on the Perndale accident that you had nolified 
the owners of this colliery to cease working and withdraw the men? If I said so then I must have done.
3117. Tou stated at that time the reason for taking this step, and I want it repealed on the present 
occasion, as the question really applies more to the present occasion than in connection with the Ferndale 
accident? In what connection was the question put to me, Mr, President?
31IS. It was in connection with an idea of danger at Broughall and Griffiths’ Colliery, suggested by the 
disaster at Perndale, and it was explained that notice was sent from your Department that the men were 
to be withdrawn from Broughall and Griffiths’ Colliery, and the work to be brought to a close ? It would 
he Mr. Dixon who served them with that notice.
3119. But I suppose it was done with your approval ? Tes, it was with my approval certainly, hut he 
told me of it afterwards. Tou must understand there is no power under the Act for the Examiner of 
Coal-fields to take such stops ; it is the duty of the Inspector of Collieries.
3120. I was just going to ask you whether the notice referred to was the result of personal inspection.
After the Perndale accident, did you examine Broughall and Griffiths’ Colliery? I think it was after 
Mr. Dixon wont down and examined it. I am not very sure xvhether I wont down with Mr. Dixon or not.
8121. And respecting these notices, you explained that the oxvners consulted thcirlawyer, Mr. Gorrick, who, 
on his part, referred tho point to the Minister, who referred it to the Law Officers of the Crown ; and you 
received a reply from the latter to the effect that unless danger was not apparent you had no power to net, 
or something to that effect;—is that not so ? Yes. 1 can furnish you with that. {Sec Appendix.)

[Witness also quoted a passage from the “ Law of Collieries, by Fowler and Lewis, on section 40 of 
the English Act of 1876,” having reference to the point in question. (See Appendix.)']

3122. Then Mr. Dixon served this notice himself on his own responsibility ? Tes.
3123. Did you approve of the action taken by bim ?- Tes. He did as ho docs in all eases of the kind:
He simply reports to me.
3124. Do you recollect whether you discussed the matter with Mr. Dixon before betook up this position— 
that is, before he requested the owners to cease working, did you haveany conversation with Mr. Dixon as 
to the serious position you were placing tho owners in, previous to this notice being issued ? No; I have 
no recollection of any!lung of tbe kind.
3125. Have you any recollection as to a discussion at all—as to any points you did discuss ? I do not 
recollect at all. I have so many things to discuss.
3126. Then it is within your knowledge that some modification has been made in the working of this 
colliery, a departure from the district custom, to give additional security to the men employed ? Tes.
3127. Is the modification in respect to narrow bords and leaving on the top coal, in your opinion, a 
sufficient protection ? I think it is, if they do not work the top coal. I see no danger at the present time.
3128. Doubtless you are aware that some of the workings of this colliery are going under a network of 
creeks to the south ? Tes.
3129. And so far as you or tlie owners are aware, no material difference in the surface deposits takes 
place between this and the other parts of the mine? No.
3130. So far as you know, the sand comes down to the coal ? Tes.
3131. Owing to the -winding character of the creek, a considerable area of the coal to the south must bo 
under the waters of the creek ? Tes.
3132. Would yon consider it advisable to work tho pillars out in coming back in that colliery ? Certainly not.
3133. Tou fear that there might in that case be a subsidence ? Tes.
3134. And the effect of a subsidence in that colliery would be what ? It might endanger the lives of the
men, owing to the absence of strata above the coal. ■
3135. A regular subsidence would endanger the lives of the men ? Tes,
3136. Then you are perfectly clear on the point that under the creek no attempt should be made to work 
out the pillars and work the top coal in this colliery ? Yes.
3137. In the land to the south of the creek, and also to the north, would you consider it wise to work out
the pillars, and also take the top coal ? No. "
3138. Supposing an embankment several feet in height was thrown up along the hanks of the creek, to 
prevent the water of the creek from overflowing, before an attempt was made to take out the pillars or 
the top coal, would that embankment be a sufficient protection, in your opinion ? No. In my opinion it 
would be no protection at all. It would be a useless expenditure.
3138£. Do you recollect whether in examining the workings of this colliery you observed in the bords 
towards the west that a washout had been defined, and that the sand came down in front of the coal ? So 
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I hfive no recollection of it. I have aeon so many wash.t i • ^ar as my meniory serves me. I have not seen it.
J. Mackenzie. ou^-g one plaee an(2 another.

Respecting Stevenson's Colliery—a new colliery opened recently at tlie corner of I'ighe’s Terrace- 
27 Aug., 188G. stroet and the Maitland Road,—do you recollect the depth of this Colliery ? I think it is about 60 feet.

3140. At all events, they have the same coal as Rerndale to the north, and Broughall and Griffiths’ 
Colliery to the west ? Yes.
3141. ^Do you know whether it is tlie intention of the owners to work the coal under the Maitland Eoad, 
opposite the shaft P lSTo. They have made no application to mine under the stroet.
3142. And of course they cannot do so without applying P But; they do; that is tbe diftculty, and I get 
the blame for it. I cannot tell the men are working there until I find out. And until some one is pros
ecuted for stealing, I do not think it will ever be put a stop to.
3143. But application has to be made according to law ? Yes.
3144. And for disregarding that they bring themselves within the pains and penalties of the law ? Yes ; 
hut it is not enforced. I do tlie best I can.
3145. You see where the termination of the Ferndale workings arc,—do they correctly reoresent tbc

■ position ? I think they do. ^
3146. Then taking these workings to be correct, you can easily see the danger of working the coal under
the Maitland Road in approaching these workings. It would be surrounded by particular and especial 
danger ? Yes, there would he danger to the lives of the workmen, because they would bo drowned out 
there, to say nothing of injury to the road. '
3147. Then you have no intimation of an intention to mine under the Maitland Eoad P No.
3148. And you believe that the working of coal in that direction would be attended by particular danger ? 
Yes ; and uot only that, there would be danger also to tho public passing over the road. I should like to 
see something done to put a stop to it. I have done all I can.
3149. It is understood that the place which Stevensons iaitend to work is situated to the south of Tighe’s, 
Terrace-street? Yes.
3150. The Commission are informed that these parties have obtained a lease of several acres of coal-land 
under tho branches of Tighe’s Creek ? Tes.
3151. Do you consider that the working of coal under the saltwater creek there is attended by special
danger P Not if the top coal and proper pillars aro left. There is, of course, danger, speaking in a 
general way. '
3152. But looking to tho fact that in Broughall and Griffiths' Colliery the sand comes down to tho top of 
tbe coal, and that the creek flows over the sand, with no solid strata intervening between the coal 
and the creek, do you consider that a special element of danger? I think there is danger in all places.
3153. But is there not much more danger in working the coal under the sand than under the rock, 
especially where water flows over the sand ? Certainly.
3154.,Do yon know anything about the thickness or character of the surface deposits to tho south of 
Tighe’s Creek—have any bores beeiy put down to ascertain the nature of the surface deposits iu that 
direction ? ^ Yes. I cannot tell you from memory, but there have been bores put down, and I have given 
you the position on tho plan.
3155. In your opinion, would it add to tho safety in this direction to obtain information by as many bores 
as possible as to the exact thickness and character of the surface deposits ? Yes; and 1 think if I were 
manager of the colliery 1 would try to have it done.
3156. And you think that some accurate and reliable information should be obtained respecting the sur
face deposits above these workings ? Yes.
3157. Have you formed any opinion as to the best mode of working the Borehole seam under swamps and 
Creeks ? I think there should he 5-yard or 6-yard bords with S-yard pillars.
3158. Tou consider a greater amount of safety would be attained by narrowing the bords and thickening
the pillars ? Tes. ”
3159. That this method would give more support and stability to the roof, whatever it might he? Yes. 
But .1 do not think it would be necessary to leave S-yard pillars in this particular direction. I thought 
you were referring to navigable waters, in which case I would certainly advocate narrower bords and thicker 
pillars.
3160' Respecting Maryville, Mr. Mackenzie, that also has been sunk in the vicinity of flooded land 
adjoining Throsby’s Creek, aud a few chains to tho north-west of Wickham shaft;—is (iiat so ? Yes ; to 
the north-west.
311)1, And it is owned by a limited Company, Mr. ITy. Harper being tbe manager ? Yes.
3162. J believe the holding is of no great extent ? No. '
3163. Before the colliery was started, was the land proved by a series of bores ? It was proved by bores ; 
I do not know bow many.
3164. Did you receive a copy of them ? No. I got a section of the shaft.
3165. Do you know generally the particulars with respect to these bores, more especially with regard to 
the thickness of the surface deposits? No. I know what was found at the shaft, as I have said, and I 
know the general character of the roof.
3166. What thickness of surface deposits covers the coal there ? A. loamy sand and clay, aud a large 
quantity of clay above the coal.
3167. Do these deposits rest on top ofthe coal, or does si,rata intervene? They rest 011 top of the coal,
31.68. Did you visit the shaft during sinking operations ? Tes. "
3169. 1 believe tho shaft is lined with brick from top to bottom? Tes.
3170. Did you inspect the shaft ? T have gone down,
317.1. And did you approve of its stability ? Yes ; I never saw anything wrong with it.
3172. Dave you inspected the colliery workings at Maryidllo? Yes ; several times. I was there this
week, • "
3173. And how long before that? Some few months before,
3174. Have you traced the line of the washout to the south of tho shaft, and again to the west workings ? 
Yes ; J have beer, all round it. J went to the far end across it this week '
3175. What is the character of tho surface deposits overlying the coal seam ? Sand and clay.
3176. That is sand mixed with clay? It is principally sand.
3177. Did you find it dry or wet? It was wet at first, but not anything like what we expected. It has
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drained off. In fact, it lias rattier surprised ue. because I gave Mr. Harper nolice of tbe danger ire Mr. 
anticipated, and I have bis letter in reply, (liefter read. See Appendix.) ,

[To Ibis Mr. Dixon replied on October 20tb, ISSo; and I will also lodge a letter from Mr. Harper, dated ^ig., 1886. 
23rd June, 1SSG.]

3178. With respect to this notice, I see that prominence bas been given, and very properly so, to the 
advisability of having a second opening to tbc day;—has Ibis notification been acted upon in the 
case of Maryville ? Their time is not up yet. Their twelve months expired at tbe end of May. so that 
it will be November before the full term of eighteen months is up.
3170. Do you know if any action lias been taken to give effect to or comply with the notification ;—has a 
second shaft been commenced ? "Well, it has been commenced, but Mr. Harper says tbe colliery is not 
paying, and be cannot get the, proprietors to do anything more, and that it is a question whether the 
colliery will not be stopped altogether this month, as, unless he can show a better result, they intend to 
close the mine.
3180. You have stated that a kind of loamy sand and clay overlies tho coal seam—do you consider that 
this clay is as safe a covering as that afforded by the solid rock? No; I would prefer the solid rock, unless 
it was very jointed.
3181. Do you consider it would give sufficient support to tho superincumbent sand ? This sand some
times comes on top of tbe coal with the clay above il,and Mr. Harper thinks that this clay has kept the 
water up.
3182. Well, Mr. Harper's opinion appears to be home out by experience—that tho clay bas kept the 
water above; and the fact that the mine is being drained of water would bear out the record we have here 
that this clay does overlie the coal. You think this stratum of clay would prevent the passage through 
it of surface waters ? Yes.
3183. Do you recollect what width the bords wore driven when this colliery was first started—from your 
personal inspection, X mean ? No. I can only tell by tho tracing.
3181, Do you know what width the bords are now driven ? 1 forget. (Referring to plan). Some of
them have been worked 8 yards wide, but they are now working them 6 yards, and 4-yard pillars.
3185. Tlion when the colliery was started the bords were 8 yards wide, and at present the width has been 
reduced to G yards ? Yes.
318G. Can you assign any reason for the change ? It was to secure greater safety. ,
3187. You have inspected tbe line of the washout to tlie west ? Yes. _
3188. And you know of the occurrence of a very largo fall that occurred iu one of the advance headings
to tho west? Yes. _
31S9. The outcrop forms an irregular lino, and suddenly sweeps round due east, and circles the shaft? Yes.
3190. Is this due to denudation ? Yes.
3191. And where the sand was is now filled with sand and detritus ? Yos.
3192. There is another such at llroughall and Griffiths’ Colliery ;—do you think that these two washouts
aro connected? I do not. They are some distance apart. (Plan referred to.) _
3193. Is it nothin your knowledge that the top coal has been recovered at Maryville Colliery ? Yes.
3194. Do you consider this a prudent course lo pursue? No, I do not; but from inspection I find there
is no water coming in. I will read you a letter I wrote tbe manager respecting it. (Letter road, together 
with Mr. Harper’s reply. See Appendix.) _
3195. Then so far Mr. Harper’s expectations have been realised as to tbe draining off of the water? Yes.
319G. Can you explain to the Commission tbe mode of recovering tbe top coal at this colliery? They 
are working now about 5-yard bords, aud leaving 2 ft. G in. coal on the lop.
3197. Are you aware whether any change bas been made lately in tbc mode of recovering the top coal ?
Only by working tbe herds narrower.
3198. Hitherto they have worked the lower seam, and drawn the top coal coming back ;—was that a better 
system in your opinion than that of working the top coal alone? I think it is the safer plan.
3199. That is to work the coal going in ? Yes. _ _
3200. In recovering tho top coal, the stony band on tbc top coal is reduced to a minimum of thickness ;—in 
tbe event of a fall occurring in tbe process of working this top) coal, would not the men be afforded greater 
security by the old method ? I think they would be more secure with the new mode, because there is Ic.^s 
deptli of coal worked.
3201. But a fall can only occur behind tbc men in following the new mode, whereas in following the old
mode of recovering the coal the bords from one heading to another kept up the tops, and in drawing 
them coming back you had two ways of escape ;—is that not so ? Ido not know that it would make very 
much difference. _ _ ^
3202. The only difference is that you have a means of escape in the old way which is cut off by the new
mode of working, in the event of a fall taking place? That would be a matter for the Commission to 
decide. .
3203. I was desirous of knowing, Mr. Mackenzie, whether you bad formed an opinion on this point? I 
should say that there would bo more safety for the men in working the upper part of Hie scam.
3204. Asa matter of safety to the men simply, have you given the matter much consideration? No. It 
is a matte]1 that has never occurred until now.
320G. Do you consider this colliery safe as a whole? 3 do not anticipate any danger at present. I was 
down this week1, as 1 have told you, and there was no danger apparent. _
3206. And you cannot suggest to tho Commission any mode of working this colliery which would be likely 
to diminsh the danger that exists ? "Well, it aprpears that the danger you are anticipating has not occurred, 
and does not appeal' likely to occur.
3207. Generally speaking, you would place more confidence in narrow working-places, and pn-obably some 
slight increase in the thickness of the pillars ? They are working the bords narrow now.
3208. Would you repose any confidence in a system of supporting tlie roof in existing bords by means 
of wooden chocks ? It would give better security,
3209. Do you repose mucb confidence in ivood as a permanent support to a roof? Well, I wmuld place 
more confidence in thick pillars being left, as wood in time must r<.t. At tho same time, if good elmck1; 
were put in, the timber would perhaps last as long as it would take to work out tbc coal at Maryville.
3210. Do you remember the date when Maryville Colliery was sunk to the coal ? No; I cannot say from
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memory. All I know is that it was at the end of May, 1885, that they commenced to work the coal, and 
• they are allowed eighteen months from that time before being required to provide a second shaft.

3211. And they hare since heen working with one shaft only ? Yes.
' 8212. With respect to Wickham Colliery, Mr. Mackenzie, thatcolliery was, I understand, originally formed 
to work a small area of land on the Wickham side of Throsby’s Creek, and at a later date was amalgamated 
with the Bullock Island leasehold to work about 400 or 500 acres under and on the Bullock Island side 
of Throsby’s Creek, and the Wickham shaft was first sunk, I believo? Yes.
3213. Can you inform us when this shaft was sunk ? Not from memory.
3214. Do you know the diamater of the shaft that was sunk hero ? 6 feet, I think.
3215. That is the internal diameter? Yes,
3216. Do you consider there is any danger attending the working of Wickham Colliery, looking at it in 
its broadest aspect ? I see nothing different from Maryville or the others.
3217. I believe you have notified the management of this colliery as to the necessity of keeping boreholes 
in advance of the leading bords ? Yes.
3218. And that was in anticipation of coming upon washouts similar to those at Maryville ? Yes, or 
faults or dykes.
321S). Have they complied with your request in this respect ? Yes.
3220. Before notifying the management of tho Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery to keep bores in 
advance, did you or Mr. Inspector Dison satify yourselves by personal inspection that there was a pro
bability of danger ? 1 looked upon it that there was some probability in Stockton, Wickham aud Bullock 
Island, and Maryville. Of course we could not do more than judge from general appearances.
3221. Af/hat thickness of surface deposits did yon find above the coal at Wickham? About 21 feet of 
conglomerate and sandstone, and above that clay surface deposits.
3222. Do you know what thickness of clay overlies the coal at Wickham—does it materially differ from 
the adjoining collieries of Bullock Island ? Yes ; it is about 54 feet.
3223. Do you consider this clay offers a considerable protection to the coal seam? Yes.
3224. It is similar in character to that at Maryville ? Yes.
3225. The shaft was sunk by means of iron cylinders through the surface deposits ? Yes.
322G. Do you know the reason why such a small shaft was sunk ? I. think it was because Walker and 
Wilde had not very much money, and they wanted to get tho shaft down to prove the seam of coal.
3227. It was an exploring shaft, iu fact ? Yes ; but it was for a working shaft also.
3228. Did you visit the shaft during sinking operations? Yos.
3229. Do you know whether the surface gave considerable trouble? Yes,it did.
3230. Is there any solid strata above tho coal here ? About 22 feet.
3231. AVhat thickness is the coal scam ? A little over 10 feet.
3232. And whenlthe shaft was sunk, tho coal was worked in the usual way, I suppose ? Yes.
3233. AVas very much underground working done ? No,
3234. Do you know the reason why the work was not continued ? 1 do not recollect exactly.
3230. Did you make a personal inspection of the underground workings of AVickham pit shortly 
was sunk ? Yes.
3236. How often did you inspect the workings ? I cannot say.
3237. And I suppose Mr, Dixon would inspect them in the course of his usual periodical visits ?
3238. Did Mr. Dixon report to you the result of his inspections ? Yes.
3239. Do you recollect the tenor of his reports—were they of a paralysing nature ? Did he refer to the 
nature of the roof ? Yes, and that they came to a washout, and a letter was written to the management.
3240. Before AVickham shaft was sunk, had any boros been put down on the land ? I cannot say from 
memory.
3211. AVas not a bore put down on Fleming’s land ? Yes; I think so.
3242. AVhat impression did yon form of AVickham Col)ienr when it was first opened up? I formed tho
opinion that they had a splendid seam of coal. *
3243. And you made no secret of your opinion? No.
3214. Do you kuow what opinion Mr. Dixon and others formed of the colliery about the same time? I 
think Mr. Dixon was of (lie same opinion as i was.
3245. Did you think the colliery would be difficult or dangerous to work ? No ; I did not anticipate 
any danger.
3246. Your opinion was favourable with respect to the colliery ? Yes.
3247. Then coming to Bullock Island, adjoining AVickham to the west, it has a holding of about 400 
acres leased from the Government. Are you a shareholder of the AVickham and Bullock Island Colliery ?

3248. AVere you ever one ? Yes.
3249. Can yo u state when you acquired an interest in that colliery? Really, Mr. President, I do not 
know what this has do with the subject-matter of the inquiry. I really think it is going outside the 
limits of tho inquiry.
3250. Mr. Usher.] But if the Commission think otherwise, and desire to have that information, perhaps 
you will give it ? AVell, I have nothing to hide in the matter, so far as I am concerned.
3251. President.] AVas your interest held prior to tho amalgamation between Bullock Island and AVickham 
proprietaries? No.
3252. It was after the acquirement of tho leasehold ? Yes.
3253. AVas it an original interest or a contributory interest? I bought in. But really, Mr. President, I 
must object to this. It has nothing to do with the subject-matter of the inquiry. I have told you that I 
had an interest, and 1 have held coal shares, hut not for the last year have I held an interest in any coal 
shares. I really must decline to answer any further questions on this head.
3254. Mr. Usher.] Have you received any information as to the character of the evidence given by any 
other witness or witnesses before this Commission ? Nothing more than this : that in the course of con
versation wilh Mi-, Dixon once or twice I have heard something of the evidence given by bim.
3255. Is Mr. Dixon tho only one you have received any information from ? Yes.
3256. President.] Statements have been made, and will be made to tbe Commission. We knew perfectly 
well as to Mr. Mackenzie being a proprietor iu Bullock Island Colliery, but I wished to ascertain whether 
he held original shares, or whether he applied as one of the public for contributing shares. Because
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there is a very great difference in tho eharaclcr of the holdings. That is the position, Mr. Mackeuzic. Mr- . 
The question simply is, were you an original or a contributing shareholder ? I was a contributing share- "• Mackenzie, 
holder. I bought through Mr. Crecr, 1 believe, and paid, 1 think, £2f<0; that was after tlie amalgamation. oyT^^gge
8257. That is all I desired to know. The statement has been made that you purchased before the Com- ‘
pany was formed, and that you were to all intents and purposes a promoter P 1 hope you now sec I have
nothing to hido in the matter. But really it lias nothing to do with this inquiry.
8258. Mr, That is your opinion? It is my opinion, and I think I am perfectly right. _
3259. President.] Bullock Island was sunk and commenced in the usual way ;—did you visit and inspect 
the shaft during the process of sinking ? Yes,
3260. Did you approve of the mode in which the operations were conducted ? Yes.
3261. AVere you satisfied as to the stability of the shaft ? Yes.
3262. And the character of tho work? Yes.
3263. In other words, the shaft was properly sunk ? Yes.
3264. And you have reason to be satisfied with the work ? Yles.
3265. Is it within your knowledge that the area of land has heen materially increased since tho amalga
mation of tlie two companies took place ? Yes.
3266. Are you satisfied with the manner in which the underground workings are conducted ? Yes, 
perfectly.
3267. That is, having in view that the operations should be cautiously conducted for tlie safety of tho 
men ? I think so, certainly.
3268. Have you frequently inspected the underground workings? Yes.
3269. And have you heen generally satisfied with the mode in which the underground workings have been 
conducted, as a result of those inspections ? Yes.
3270. Cau you inform this Commission how the colliery is worked—as to whether any modification of the 
district system has been adopted? Yes. The herds are narrower than in the other collieries in the 
district.
3271. About what thickness is the coal scam? 16 feet.
3272. Are you aware whether any departure from the district custom has heen made as to pillars ? Yes; 
they are larger—S-yard pillars and G-yard bords.
3273. Is tbe top coal left on ? Yes.
3274. And do these precautionary measures—that is, reducing the width of bords, increasing tbe size 
of pillars, and leaving on the top coal—meet with your approbation? Yes.
3270. It was only as an additional precautionary measure, I suppose, that you advised the manager to 
keep boreholes in advance of your prospecting headings ? Yes; the same as I have advised with regard to 
Stockton and other collieries.
3276. And you did this without anticipating any specific danger, and purely as a precautionary measure ?
Yes; so that they may know whether tney are approaching any faults or dykes that might contain water.
3277. Have you had any experience of working collieries under the sea ? No,
3278. Do you consider that any special restrictions should be placed or imposed upon this colliery in 
working tho coal under tlie area of land held by them under tidal waters ? I do not think that any other 
system can be adopted than the present one.
3279. You think the present system may safely he relied upon ? Yes, I think so.
3280. You have no objection to the system pursued at this colliery ? No.
3281. Do you know the conditions of the lease under which this company hold their land from the Crown.
Do you know whether the lease or authority to mine contains any special provisions as to the mode of 
working the coal ? I have not seen the lease.
3282. You do not know to the contrary, however? No. That would come to me through the Mining 
Department.
3283. Have you recommended any special conditions as to the working the coal under this lease—have 
you advised the Department to insert any special conditions ? It has not come before me yet. I do not 
even know what the lease is yet.
3284. Mr. Usher.] You took no part in the preparation of the conditions of the lease? No. _ _
3285. Do you know whether it is usual for the Government to insert any conditions or provisions or
clauses compelling certain modes of working ? Yes ; there are regular mining leases.
3286. AVas any exception made in this case, do you know? I do not know.
3287. As to the area of pillars, width of bords, or proportion of coal to ho won—that is the meaning of
my question ? I do not recollect. '
3288. President.] Stockton Colliery is situated on the apex of a peninsula of that name to the north of
the harbour ? Yes. _
3289. On the Newcastle or other side of tlie harbour, tho A.A. Company have, in old times, worked a , '
coal seam situated above the Borehole seam ;—do you know the name of that coal? The “ Yard" coal.
3290. Have you any doubt as to the identity of that coal—whether it was the “ Yard" coal or some other 
seam ? AVell, I thmk it is very questionable whether it was the “ Yard ” coal.
3291. AVhat coal do you think it might have been? It might have the 4 ft. coal underneath. However, 
it looks like tlie Yard seam.
3292. It has generally been considered that the A.A. Company worked the Yard seam ? Yes.
3293. Mr. Davies.] Do you reckon that the seam worked in the If pit was the Yard seam? Yes.
3294. President.] Tho same seam, at all events, crops out at Signal Hill and Nobbys ? Yes.
3295. Do you know the thickness of tho surface deposits at Stockton? About 66 feet.
3296. Is there any clay above the rock-head? Yes. That is sand, GO feet; sand clay, 2 feet; and blue 
clay, 4 foot.
3297. This surface was sunk through by means of cast-iron cylinders ? Yes—15 feet in diameter.
3298. AVhen this colliery was sunt, did you frequently inspect it ? Yes.
3299. Did many difficulties interpose in the way of sinking? A'cs.
3300. Of what nature? There was difficulty in going through the sand and gravel.
3301. After the cylinders wore rested upon the rock, and sinking operations were commenced through 
the solid strata, can you tell us what seams of coal were passed through in sinking this shaft ? At 140 
feet there is a seam 4 ft. 2 in.; at 191 feet there is 2 ft. of coal, and at 341 feet tho “ Borehole.”
3302. AVith respect to the first one you have named, what, in your opinion, of tho district name of that

seam ?
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r irMir‘ • seam? Well, it is n quesiion whether that is the flirty ” scam. I fancy that the first one must be the
J. MarS™,o. » dirty » seam) and second onfl the „ yard ,, 8eam. J 3 06 1,16
StTZug^lSEG 3301. Considering that the Tard seam, or a seam of coal within a few feet of the position of the Tard seam, 

’ crops np above high-water-mark on the other side of the harbour, and that the supposed position of the same 
seam is found in Stockton Colliery at a depth below the surface of 190 feet or thereabouts, what inference do 
you draw ? "Why, that there is a roll, and also a fault between the two positions. J. think myself that 
there is a fault miming up the harbour between Stockton and Signal Hill and Nobbys. I think 80 feet 
of ’* down-throw ” exists between Stockton Hill aud Nobbys. "
:(305. Would it not bo better to say that tbe Stockton continuity of strata between the north aud south 
side of the harbour is broken by an SO-ft. fault ? Tes ; that would explain it.
330G. Have you any reason to be dissatisfied with Stockton shaft. As to all the cylinders, aro they quite 
secure, in your opinion ? I am not aware that, they are insecure. They have been tested.
3307. Are they securely rested on a bed of rock ? Tes. ^
3303. Where does the water come from that falls down the shaft? Some of it, I believe, comes from near 
the bottom of the cylinders.
3309. Ton have said that the sand rests upon tbe rock-head. If tlie water finds its way behind the 
cylinders, is it not possible lhat the water may carry sand with it ? Tes.
3310. If it docs to any extent, what would be (he result ? In time it would make a way for itself.
3311. And cause a space behind the cylinders ? Tes.
3312. Have you conferred with the owners or the management on the subject ? No; because I did not
ihink there was any special danger in it. '
3313. Do 3rou recollect when this colliery was sunk to the coal ? I cannot say from memory. It was 
bored through in 1879 or 1880.
3314. How many men are employed underground ? About 100.
33.15. There is no second opening, I believe ? No.
33Hi. Do you think it is in accordance with the spirit of tbe age that such a large number of men should 
be employed underground without a second shaft? I think the number is too largo.
3317. Tou think it would he advisable to harmonize the law here with the English Act ? Tes.
3318. Have you inspected the underground workings at Stockton ? Tes.
3319. U ow often have you inspected them ? Several times.
3320. And, roughly speaking, the coal-seam is covered by 2G0 feet of strata, taking all the surface ? Tes.
3;i2L, And what system is pursued—S-yard bords and S-yard pillars? The pillars are 4 yards in some 
places. *
3322. The district custom is closely followed ? Tes.
3323. Have you any objection to urge against this system as applied to Stockton Colliery ? It might be 
well to modify it.
3324. There is a certain sheth of bords going towards the south-west;—do you know them ? Tes.
3325. Have you examined them ? Tes.
332G. Hid you measure the width of the bords in these workings? Tes. 1 noticed one the width of two 
bords.
3327. Did you notice anything as to the thickness of pillars that divided these bords? They were verv
irregular. '
3328. Do you recollect tho height of the principal coal-seam ? 9 ft. G in.
3329. Is it of a firm and tenacious character, or soft and pliable ? 1 cannot call it soft.
3330. Could you roughly tell us the pressure on the coal that is exerted by the overlying strala ? No; 1 
have never gone into it,
3331. Ton have not calculated as to the margin of stability that these pillars possess ? No.
3332. Tou are aware that pressure increases with depth ? Tes.
3333. And arc 3'ou of opinion tbatt.be pillars should be proportioned to meet tbc pressure, taking also 
into consideration tbe width of bords ? Tes.
3334. And do you consider that it would be an advantage to increase tbe size of the pillars and .decrease 
the width of tbebords at Stockton ? Well, 1 think if they left 8-ynrd pillars it would be sufficient.
3335. At all events, you think tlie pillars should form some relation to the character of the coal and the 
thickness of the overlying strala ? Tes ; aud I think the size of tlie pillars should be shown as accurately 
as possible on the plan.
333G. Can you tell us tbe average crushing strain that Australian coals will sustain P I cannot tell you 
from memory.
3337. In those south-west bords, did you observe any signs of incipient crushing on the pillars ? Tes.
3338. Did Mr. Dixon report this circumstance to you? Tes; aud we have seen the manager with
respect to it. .
3339. Tou have advised the manager to alter his system of working? Tes ; aud lie was preparing to do it.
3340. Do you place much confidence in these wooden cheeks—will they be everlasting ? No ;
certainly not. ’
3341. Then how are they to he renewed ? Well, I do not suppose tho colliery will last for ever.
3342. But supposing that it lasts for fifty or sixty years ? I do not know of any other method. It 
would cost too much.
3343. You have written to the manager in respect to these wide bords ? Yrcs ; and I have written to him 
with respect to haying them shown on the tracing. (Letter read, together with reply. See Appendix.) 
3341. Then, in writing lo the manager, you had in view the fact that some of these workings were skirting 
the shores of the estuary, and approaching a network of basalt d3rkes to the east ? Tes.
3345. Have you any personal experience of cutting basalt faults under water or quicksand? Tes.
3349- Would you apprehend any danger Horn the water? Some of them arc impervious to it, aud others, 
are not! ' ‘ - ‘-•
3347. Is basalt rock not peculiarly liable to contaiu fissures ? I cannot say that the dykes met with here 
are of that nature.
3348. But basalt rocks do contain fissures—you are awaro of that? Tes.
3349. Is it impossible to guard against tbc occurrence of these fissures? Tlie only way is to put borings 
ahead of the workings.
• >350. Between the present workings and the ocean leasehold of Stockton, do you know whether the 
surface deposits have been properly prospected ? No." 3351,
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3351. Do you know, from the result of borings put; down by Mr. Dison’s father and others, that the Mr.
sand and surface deposits iucrease as you go north ? Yes, I know that. Mackenzie.
3352. Do you anticipate that this part of the liolding may be disturbed by basalt or other faults? It
maybe. But my opinion is with respect to this part that the river has changed its course, and the entrance 27 Aug., 188C. 
has heen on the other side. ,
3353. Have you observed any faults on Nobbys or Signal Hill that apparently run in the direction of 
this leasehold? Yes ; you can see faults at Nobbys, running in different directions.
3354. Would you consider it desirable that tho surface deposits above the coal-seam should be proved 
from Stockton towards tins ocean leasehold ? Yes ; I think so, certainly.
3355. You consider that information on that point would be necessary and essentail before proceeding
to work the coal there? Yes, and in all places similarly situated. -
335G. "Without positive information on this point, would you consider it safe to work under this lease
hold ? I do not seo how you could do under I he ocean
3357. It has been done often. However, are you satisfied with the mode of working the coal at Stockton 
at present ? I think myself that the system adopted in "Wickham and Bullock Island ought to ho 
adopted at Stockton. Under the ocean I would drive the bords 4 or 5 yards wide rather than 0 yards.
3358. Mr.Uuhr.r.'] A.nd what pillars ? S-yard pillars,
3359. President.] Then you are not altogether satisfied with the system that has been followed at 
Stockton in tbe past ? Well, it is a difficult colliery to manage. What ought to have been done in all 
these places was to drive exploring headings in all directions. I do not say who is to blame. Both 
Stockton and Maryville are working under peculiar conditions, aud they did not have sufficient money to 
start with. They ought to have commenced exploring headings in all directions in disturbed country like 
this.
33(i0. In working the coal-seam under an estuary or under the ocean, or any great thickness of quicksand, 
would you approve of making it compulsory to have a minimum thickness of solid strata above the coal ?
Yes.
38(31. Also that pillars and bords should be proportioned to the depth of the coal-seam, leaving a large 
margin for safety ? Yes.
3362. That levels should be taken to ascertain the points below ground, and bearings of tbc surface and 
soundings above these points ? Yes.
3363. And that tbc topographical features of the holding should be shown upon tlie plan contiguous to 
the point of danger? Yes.
3364. That the methods of mining should be adapted to circumstances and tbe nature of the coal ? Yes.
8365. And that these methods should take the place.of any arbitrary or empirical rule or system that
may be followed in a district where no danger is to be apprehended ? Yes. "
3366. Would you approve of suggestions such as these? Yes, certainly,
3367. Have you any other suggestions to offer;—would you, for example, approve of exploring drifts 
being carried in advance of your workings ? Yes.
3368. And in addition to these, would you, in working under the ocean, consider it a wise precaution to keep 
boros in advance ? Yes; 1 should certainly keep boreholes in advance.
3369. And in all cases, would you give a wide berth to surface deposits where they are of considerable 
thickness? Yes.
3370. In respect to Stockton Colliery, working towards the ocean and towards the north, where the 
thickness of .surface deposits increases, would you consider that to follow the district custom that has 
obtained in the colliery would be fraught with considerable danger? Certainly.
3371. A.nd for that reason, and considering the special circumstances, you would suggest a modification 
of that system ? Yes.
3372. With respect to the other collieries adjoining the Harbour of Newcastle, at what depth would you 
expect to find the Borehole seam, say due cast from the now winning of the A.A. Company;—is the 
coast in that position intersected with any faults ? Yes ; with faults and dykes.
3373. And so far as you know, are any precise particulars known of the sea-hottom along that portion of 
tlie coast ? I cannot tell you where soundings have been taken.
3374. Has any ocean leasehold been taken up in this direction? The A.A. Company have, I think.
3375. Would some accurate knowledge of the sea.-bottom be necessary before proceeding to work under 
the ocean here ? Certainly.
3376. Tlie flat land of the A. A. Company strikes a narrow valley to the south of Shepherd’s Hill, and 
abuts upon the coast-line. This is covered by surface sand containing water, and is probably the site of 
an ancient channel that joins the harbour to the sea ? Yes.
3377. Do you apprehend any danger from this water-logged sand, with pillars being extensively worked 
underneath ? No ; the A.A. Company have such powerful pumping machinery.
3378. Then you consider that sufficiently safe ? Yes.
3379. In the north and north-east workings from No. 2 pit, approaching the brewery, and where the 
surface thickens, do you know what extent of pillars has been left in that portion of tbe estate ? About 
two-thirds.
3380. And one-third has been taken out ? Yes.
3381. Do you know tbe G-lebe B pit? Yes.
3382. Is any portion of these marshes encroaching upon tbe land held by the Newcastle Mining Co. ?
I cannot say—I have not paid particular attention.
3383. You are aware that the surface deposits are of some thickness in that shaft? Yes.
3384. Do you think any special provisions are necessary to protect the workings from these marshes ?
I have not had time to consider that.
3385. Do you know whether they have modified the system in any way as to thickness of pillars ? I think 
they are working them in accordance with the district custom.
3386. Mr. Jones.] Do you know if the Burwood Company have obtained an ocean leasehold? I am not 
sure ; I believe it was applied for.
3387. Mr. Neilson^] A question has been asked about these leases—have you no knowledge of the teuor 
of them from the G-overnment? I expect they will be sent to me, but, so far as I am concerned, it never 
lias been tbe practice to send them to me. They have all been granted in tbe usual way, and no special
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J Mackenzie 1n'ov^R'ona ^ave teen insisted in respect to one colliery as distinguished from another, so far as I am aware. 
‘ ‘ 3388. Presideni] So far as you are aware, but arc they? I suppose they mil be, because they aro

authorities to mine.
27 Aug,, 138G. 3339. Never mind that. To all intents and purposes they aro leaseholds from the Crown, are they 

not? Tes.
3390. Do you know whether there are airy special provisions inserted in these authorities to mine, or 
ocean leaseholds, differing from the same authorities to mine or leases inland ? I know of none myself.
3391. Then the question is, whether, in your opinion, special provision should notbemadeto meet the special 
case of these ocean leaseholds ? Tes: I have already said so.
3392. Mr. Turnbull] Should there not be some plan laid down for collieries working under the sea? I 
think in all these cases there should bo an approved method of working,
3393. Supposing a manager lays out a plan for working his colliery under tho sea or tidal waters, should 
you be empowered to veto his plan of working and substitute another or different plan ? I do not think it 
would be advisable. The Government would in that case be taking a responsibility which, in my opinion, 
ought to rest upon tho owners. It will be for the Commission to recommend whether wc should have 
the power you refer to.
3394. Mr. Usher.'] Supposing a manager submits a plan to you and you disapprove of that plan P I ean 
give you a case in point, showing bow T acted upon one occasion where a difference arose. (See correspon
dence re Maryville Colliery, Appendix.)
3395. Supposing the manager of a colliery submits a plan to you as the Mineral Agent for the Govern-
incnt-Mhe check viewer—and you say, “ I object to that plan." who is to decide ? ‘Well, I do not think it
should he done, ft is not done in England. I do not think the Guvemment should take the responsibility. 
339G. ATelf supposing you see a colliery being opened out, and you disapprove of the method, which, say, 
you think highly dangerous, who is to test that? The Act already gives that power, and is the same as
the English Act, giving power lo deal with such eases.
3397. Then you think, owing to the great dissimilarity in circumstances that may arise, it would] he an 
absurd proposition to lay down any precise direction or rule of universal application ? Tes.

' 3398. Tou think it would be monstrous to attempt such a thing ? Tes.
3399. Tou believe it would prove inimical to the interests of coalowners and all concerned ? Tes.
3400. Tou are aware, Mr. Mackenzie, lhat evidence has been given here about your interest in Bullock 
Island? I have already said all I have to say on that point.
3401. Do you know Dr. Morson of Most Maitland? Tes.
3402. Did you ever advise him as to the value of 'Wickham and Bullock Island Collieries? I must 
decline to answer this question, Mr. President. Ton have got what Dr. Morson has said, and if not, lam 
ignorant.
3403. Are you aware that Mr. Inspector Dixon reported to Mr. Winchester as to Bullock Island Colliery ? 
No; I know nothing about it.
3404. Is it a fact that you at ono time, when interested, or about to be interested, in Bullock Island 
Colliery, reported very favourably of that colliery, and that in consequence of a dispute with your brother 
(Dr. Mackenzie) you afterwards reported otherwise ? Certainly not.
3405. Tou have staled in this room that you have no fault to find with the colliery? None whatever. 
What took place between Dr. Morson and myself was not with respect to the value *of the property at all. 
It was concerning something else that was happening.
3406. President.] I may say, Mr. Mackenzie, that reports were circulated, purporting to come from you, 
antagonistic to the intoresfs of Bullock Island? I can show that after 1 sold out the shares went np. 
The fact was that my brother being Chairman of the Company. I did not think it advisable to hold shares 
in it, especially as they were going under the railway, and I could not stop Walker and Wilde, who said 
they would go in spite of me, and I felt that in my position I could not longer hold any shares. ] sold out 
accordingly. I sold the last in dune, 1885, and the shares went up as high as 27s. With regard to Dr. 
Morson, I refused to advise him one way or the other.
3407. Mr. Usher.] Is it not contrary to the Act for the Examiner of Coal-fields to hold shares in a coal
mine? I do not think there is anything to prevent it. I obtained legal advice upon the subject, which 
was to the effect that the Act might apply in the case of an officer of the department being an owner of a 
colliery, and thereby interested in its working, but not to a mere holder of shares.
3408. Mr. Jones.] Tou have already stated that you consider the working of the tops at Broughall & 
Griffiths’ Colliery attended by danger? Tes.
3409. Arc yon aware that it is contemplated to work the tops there? No.
3410. Mr. Davies] Have you uo power to stop a colliery from working with one shaft if you perceive 
there is danger ? No.
3411. Mr. Curley] AVith regard to Stockton, Mr. Mackenzie, when did you receive intimation from the 
Inspector with regard to the width of bords that were being driven in some parts of tbc mine ? On July 
31st, 1S8G. Proceedings are being taken against tlie manager, and will come on next Thursday.
3412. Tou have referred already to the water coming down from the cylinders in Stockton shaft? Tes.
3413. Knowing as you do; the sand that was lying over the solid strata near the surface, do you think it 
advisable to make a close inspection there as to whether sand is coming down with tho water or not? It 
may be as well. I will take an opportunity of going there with Mr. Dixon, and seeing for myself.

The witness withdrew.
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Archibald Gardener recalled:—
Mr. 3414. President] Tou have been recalled, Mr. Gardener, in order to give evidence with respect to certain 

A. Gardener, discrepancies that have appeared in the evidence concerning the strata overlying tbc coal. Have you any 
additions to make to your former evidence ? Nothing that I know of. I may, however, hand in these sec- 

27Aug.,]88G, tions (produced), which formed the basis ofthe evidence that .1 gave before the Commission on the former 
occasion.
3415. ATou have no reason to doubt their accuracy ? No; no reason whatever. I have every reason to 
believe that Ibe plan which I have now lodged is an accurate record of the strata passed through in the 
shaft.

3416.
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34ilG. How many feet do you understand that the cylinders have entered into the rock ? About 17 ft. Mr.
3417. Then that would bring the rock up to 45 ft. 'i Yes. Gardener.
3418. It has been explained to us that, in addition to the distance that the cylinders entered into the rock,
tliey slipped away for some distanceis that the case ? Not to my knowledge. 2,7 Aug.,1886.
3419. It was before your time ? Yes.
3420. I n the meantime you lodge these sections ? Yes; these are what X based my evidence upon.
3421. Have you any reason to doubt their accuracy ? None whatever. X have every reason to believe that 
the plan I have now lodged gives the correct information as to what was passed through.

The witness withdrew'.
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Mr. T. 
Croudaee.

Thomas Croudaee sworn and examined
3422. PresidentHow many years, Mr. Croudaee, have you been connected with miniotr operations9 
About thirty-five, I think, altogether. '
It23’ w of England had you experience? In the county of Durham, principally. n
3424. How many years have you been in the Colony ? Twenty-four years, and more. It is about twenty- 27 Aug., 1886.
hve years since 1 entered the service of tbe Xjambton Company. L
3425. When connected with mining in England, what was the nature of your experience ? ]' was
educated as a mining engineer. ‘ r
3426. In a general way, has the working of the coal-seam in the harbour collieries here been conducted in 
any special manner r No ; they are very simple in their working.
3427. Then tlie conditions under which the Newcastle coal has been worked are peculiarly favourable and
easy ? 1 es ; particularly so, X should say. *
3428. Considered as a whole the Newcastle Collieries have been very free from gas ? Yes ■ with one or
two exceptions, almost entirely free. ’
S ^vaWhat “Ili®rieB h"1 y°u experience in tbe North of England ? In the East Hetton Collieries, 
flu 1,1(1 anJ' tho coal'8e6ms of those collieries extend under the sea or under estuaries? No • none 

oi these; but of course I have visited other collieries which have been under the sea, such as Monkwear- 
month,
ono'r Yhat 'Vere lllC IIet’tuu collieries ? They would vary from 400 to 500 feet, and 700 to 
oOU iGcfc.
3432. What system of mining was pursued there ? In some instances the longwall system was adopted • 
m others bord and pillar. ° v i .

i?aiv 70U ever any collieries at Seaton or Sealiam, where tbe coal seams are worked a con-
Biderabie distance under the German Ocean ? Yes,
Itlt' SJutCT \8 adoPted thcrc P T!ie simple system to which I have just referred.
feet ’ ihe °f the C°al m tll0ae Collieries is very considerable, I believe ? Yes ; from 1,200 to 1,800 .

34j6ASptuak,ing gen1erY>r’in the north of England, is it not the custom to regulate the width of the bord 
and the thickness of the pillars according to the depth and circumstances of the mine ? Well in some 
ot the western collieries they found it necessary to alter the system. ’
ftoo- Yjat deI?th of bord bad y°u in the Eaat Hetton Collieries ? About 4-yard bords.
3438. Did you follow the principle of graduating the pillars to the depth or circumstances of the mine ? 
Xc&; they would be guided by circumstances.
3439. The district system here is a somewhat free and easy one—witli 8-yard bords aud 4-yard pillars ?
Yes, very much so. ‘ J 1
3440. In which case very much is dependent upon the soundness of the roof at the comparatively shallow 
depths at which the coal has been won hitherto ? Yes.
3441. In the Newcastle District at present, and with one or two exceptions, would you consider that the 
same system is pursued, regardless of condition—that is, with respect to width of bords and thickness of 
pillars r 1 scarcely know what you mean,
3442. Should the depth from tho surface, and so forth, affect the size of the pillars ? Oh yes - for instance
it you are going near a creek or boundary, or anything of that kind, you would thicken the pillars and 
lessen the bords as a matter of prudence. '
3443. Would you not make any difference between the rise and dip workings as to tbe width of bords and 
size ot pillars r ^ No, not unless we were going near a creek.
3444. Is it advisable that every colliery should have the same system, and that every coal seam should be 
won upon similar lines ? No; at least I do not approve of it. Of course we know that the owners are 
bound to a system.
3445. Then to confine a management to one groove of working is not, in your opinion, conducive to
progress and safety ? Certainly not. *
3446. You are doubtless acquainted with the collieries contiguous to Newcastle Harbour and adjacent to 
±erndale f I have been down Ferndale and Maryville, and 1 know the other collieries as to position- 
but I have not been down them.
3447. These harbour collieries—namely : Ferndale, Maryville, Bullock Island, Stockton, and Burwood,— 
are situated in or eontaguons to the swamps or flooded lands that fringe Throsby’s Creek or the shores 
or tho Pacific ? xes ; with tbe exception of Burwood,
3448. And the workings of these collieries are covered by estuarine deposits of various thicknesses ? Yes.
3449. And these coal workings are covered more or less with the tide ? Yes ; I believe so. ’ ' ’
3450: Have you paid any particular attention to the character of the deposits in the neighbourhood of 
these several collieries ? I know, by boring at Stockton, and by report at Bullock Island, and by obser- 
■vation at Maryville and Ferndalej the different deposits.
3451. You have studied the various littoral deposits in these directions ? Yes,
3452. And before the collieries were sunk, did yon form any opinion as to the conditions under which the
coal could bo safely mined in these parts? Having property at Stockton in connection with my own 
company, I have thought it would entail much care upon the part of the management to work it safely 
and correctly. J
3453. Did you form any opinion as to the effect which this littoral and detrital deposit would exert upon
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the winning ? I consider it would have a very uncertain effect, inasmuch as you would have to deal with 
an uncertain element.

• 1886 ^ad you any experienco in the north of England with such surface deposits ? No ; I had no actual
' experience, but I knew collieries that were more or less affected iu that way. 1 knew one on tho estuary 
of the Dee, aud some collieries on the Cumberland coast, but it was simply as a casual visitor.
345d, I believe your company own laud to tho north of Newcastle harbour, embracing a narrow neck of 
sandy land that separates the harbour from the Pacific Ocean? Yes, we own that; and application has 
also been made for the whole of this sea-board here immediately to the east of Newcastle. It was a very 
old tenure of ours, and was renewed some years ago.

Note:—The witness indicated on the plan the area of seaboard in regard to which negotiations 
with the G-overnment were pending.

3456. President^ 'That is now known as tho Hetton property ? Yes. We have the old right to mine 
under the harbour and waters of Newcastle.
3457. Do you know at what date that was secured ? I cannot tell you; it is an old privilege in connection 
with our company.
3458. The surface of your Stockton property is elevated only a few feet above tho sca-level, I believe ?
Yres. _ *
3459. And the Newcastle coal-scam extends across the peninsula. ? Yes, a portion of it.
3460. It extends up to the narrow neck of land, at any rate ? Yes.
3461. And this coal is covered by a considerable quantity of quicksand and surface deposits, is it not? 
Yes, it is.
3462. Can you inform tho Commission of the thickness of the surface deposits that overlie tho coal on the 
narrow neck of land you have pointed out ? Wc were busy putting down a bore a few months ago in that 
direction, hut wc could not get the pipes forced down beyond a certain distance; 1 or 2 feet we found 
had broken when they were down 140 or 150 feet. That is when we ceased operations, and when wo 
drew the pipes we found that two of them were broken. We got nothing but sand, except a small bed of 
clay. _
3463. Did you find, from your boring operations, that tho sea-water seemed to run through the sand? 
The first few feet contained fresh water; then a few feet below we found the salt w atcr, which rose and 
fell more or less with the tide.
3464. Have you any idea of the amount of rock or sold strata that overlies the coal in tho narrow nock of 
land referred to ? I have not as yet, but 1 believe it is not very much. Tbe stratification thins towards 
the north, owing to the outcrop of the measures taking place there.
3465. Did you uot commence to work this Stockton property some years ago ? Yes.
3466. What was the size of the shaft ? About 7 feet diameter inside.
3467. Was it yonr intention to work tho coal with that shaft, or only to prospect? It was sunk with a 
view of being made valuable as a water-shaft. The object in sinking it in the first instance was to fulfil 
the conditions of the Act,
3468. The property is a leasehold ? Yes.
3469. To ivbat deptli have you sunk the cylinders ? About 81 or 82 feet.
3470. You did not penetrate to the rock-head ? No; we struck clay though.
3471. What thickuess of clay? The bearings gave between 40 and 50 foot of clay.
3472. In sinking the shaft, did you find that the water rose and fell with the tide ? Yes, to a certain 
extent, it did.
3473. That would mean that tho sand below the water-level was kept in a state of suspension by the sea
water ? Quite so. 1 may tell you that I first tried to sink with men, hut the sand rose np, and we had 
to adopt a different process.
3474. Do you consider that the winning of coal under conditions such as you have described attended 
with special and particular danger—in other words, would it be safe, in your opinion, to work under the 
sea with such a roof and such a thickness of cover ? No.
3475. If the workings were extended under the harbour of Newcastle, would you consider that they were 
likewise attended with danger? Well, I think there would be less danger than might he expected from 
the narrow neck of land at Stockton, because you have a better covering as you go south—the deposits 
thicken.
3476. &oing in a line with the narrow neck of land towards, say Hamilton, or towards the city of New
castle, you say the surface deposits thicken;—I presume you mean that the clay thickens ? The stone 
thickens, and also the clay to a certain extent, going south I mean ; but towards Hamilton, or going 
westerly, they would tend to thin.
3477. Do you place any reliance upon the plasticity of the clay to obstruct the passage of the surface 
water. Yes.
3478. Then you think it is a valuable adjunct ? Yes.
3479. Why did you discontinue the sinking of your Stockton shaft ? At that time the coal trade was 
very depressed, and it was not considered desirable to open out a new colliery. Since then I have heen 
anxious for our people to open it out, but troublesome times and one thing and another have prevented it.
3480. Then there was no fear of danger? No. Our only object then when sinking tho shaft was to 
comply with the conditions of tho Act, as I have already stated.
34fil. What opinion have you formed with regard to the working of the coal at Bullock Island, Mary
ville, Stockton, and Burwood ? Well, I do not compare Burwood with Wickham and Bullock Island. 
In one case it is all inland, with the exception of the small wash going out towards the sea ; in the other 
case the workings are under the alluvial deposits.
3482. Do you think there is danger in connection with these other collieries. Yes, I do.
3483. What influence would a thick stratum of plastic clay have in the event of pillaring operations being 
conducted iu these situations ? Well, I would not trust to it. Of course it might stand the pressure, 
but it is very difficult to say. If there happened to be any face or break in the clay, or a sort of clay 
parting, the water would flow down that, and scour as it came, and I do not think you wonld bo able to 
get to it in order to block it up,
3484. You are one of the proprietors of the Burwood Colliery, I understand ? Yes. I have two or three 
shares in it.
3486. Have you held your interest for any considerable time ? No. I visited the colliery lately, and was 
so struck with the seam that I bought two or three share in the Company, 3486.
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3186. Tou are consulting engineer for Burwood Colliery also ? Tes. Mr. T.
3187. In March last. Mr. Croudaee, you wrote several letters to the Teweastle daily papers calling alien- Oroudaea.
tion to the danger attending the working of tho Stockton and other collieries liy following a certain system 17',,
of mining ? Tes, hut I do not know that I alluded to any special system. J. think my letters were ug,, ’
directed more as a warning to he careful than with regard to any special system of working. I think it
■would be going beyond what I could fairly do to speak of a system.
3188. But you called public attention to danger connected with the working of these collieries P Tes.
3189. Ou the 25th of March ono letter appeared in which you advocated the appointment of viewers ?
Tes. . '
3490. "When these letters were penned, had you personally inspected tho actual working of tho collieries 
you refer to ? I had known Bern dale some time previously; the others I have Uot visited up to the 
present day.
3491. Then you did not satisfy yourself by personal inspection as to the system pursued in these collieries ?
To. I have not been down any with the exception of Jferndale and Burwood, and Maryville I visited the 
other day. .
3492. "What system did you refer to in this letter of the date mentioned? I probably referred to the 
wide-bord system and the taking out of pillars.
3493. But it you were informed that in some of the collieries referred to in those letters the wide bords 
had been discarded and thick pillars substituted for narrow ones, would you have made an exception in 
favour of these collieries ? Tes, provided they do not attempt to work in another direction again.
3494. Aud if you were informed that no attempt had been made to work out any of the pillars, would you 
have made an exception in that case ? Tes, I would; but it does not always follow that you can prevent 
a break-in, even under these circumstances. Tou must bo guided very much by the character of the 
superstrata,
3495. But if you had been satisfied that the manager in these collieries had been guided by circumstances, 
would you have made an exception in his case ? Yes, certaijily.
349G. what system would you propose as a substitute for the district custom of Newcastle ? I think
narrow work and the. judicious use of “ chocks,” according to stratification, might be adopted. But even
then it will be necessary to make a difference between one colliery and another. For example, between -
Stockton and say Maryville, on tho south-east of Ferndale, where I know that a large wash comes very
frequently on the coal-head.
3497. That is to say, particular circumstances must guide you inlaying out the system to he pursued?
Tes. I would not attempt to lay down a hard and fast system.
3498. Then, for all you know, some of tho collieries, on the 25th of March, might have been worked on 
the system you now refer to ? Yos, they might have been.
3499. I believe considerable alarm was created by these letters owing to your well-known character as a 
mining engineer. Do you think it was needful to create that alarm without making exceptions in favour 
of some of these collieries which might have been pursuing the very system that you have advocated ? If 
I had been awaro of it I probably should have done so, but my principal object was, knowing that, 
generally speaking, ono system was pursued throughout tlie district, to show that it was desirable to 
exercise more caution in attempting to work collieries in these directions.
3500. Then you expressed your opinion on all these collieries without knowing that they were attended 
witli equal risks and dangers ? Quite so.
3501. And you believed that the same system could not be safely adopted for all these collieries ? Yes,
that is what I believe. '
3502. In a general way, can yon state liow these collieries should be worked in order to avoid or minimise 
the danger? I would not lay down a general rule, because what might be a very good thing for one 
colliery might be a very harsh rule, I believe, for another. For example, 1 have not heen down the 
Stockton Mine, but I think I have ample proof to justify me in saying that the stratification overlying 
the coal there is different from what I have seen in Maryville and Ferndale, and what I might adopt in 
one section of either one of these mines I would not attempt probably in another section.
3503. But in a general way, and to secure greater safety, would you advocate in the working of these 
collieries a system of narrower bords and very much thicker pillars. ’Would it also contribute, in your 
opinion, to the general safety to leave on the roof coal ? Yes, if it were absolutely necessary. Of course 
I know that coal makes a very excellent roof where it is firm coal. But if thcrc is a strong post roof above 
that I do not know that very much would be gained by leaving on the coal,
3501, But it can do no harm? To.
3505. In the circumstances in which these collieries are placed, would you consider that it would he 
wise to have a clear and definite knowledge of the superstructure—that is to say, the character of the strata,
and especially of the surface deposits ? Tes, I think that is essentially necessary, and I had that very _ 
much in view when I wrote the letters that you have referred to. '
3506. In the case of clay overlying the coal-seams, I understood yon to say that you considered the clay as 
a valuable adjunct which adds considerably to tlie safotv of the colliery ? Yes.
3507. Would you consider it desirable to ascertain tho area of distribution of any clay that might overlie 
tho strata or the coal-seam ? Yes. I might state we are having that done on our own property at Stock
ton. Tubes are coming out from England especially for that purpose.
3508. Do you also consider it a desirable precaution to keep the headings as far as possible in advance of 
your working bords ? Tes ; I would follow that system without hesitation.
3509. Especially in proceedings under the ocean leaseholds, would you consider that sound engineering 
to have those headings much in advance of tho working-places ? I consider it would he most desirable, 
and would pursue that system myself.
3510. Tou considerthat these roads should have leading bores in advance ? Tes.
3511. Have you thought of the question that I put to you some weeks ago in respect to collieries working 
under these precarious surface deposits, with no clay deposited immediately on the rock-head, hut with 
sand coming down to the rock-head—have you considered further the question I put to you as to whether 
it wonld bo desirable for the Legislature to enforce some limit to Ibe thickness of solid strata overlying 
the coal-seam ? J did just at the time think about it, but cannot lay down any empirical law, as it were.
You might shut out some valuable coal, if this were the rule, from being worked in localities covered by 
tidal waters. ' ’
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Mr- 3512. Quite so : the questiou is necessarily surrounded by very great difficulties P Yes.
T. Croud act'. 3513. And a ft eels what is probably the most important industry in the Colony at the present time? Yes. 

27 Aue 1886 ^ ^ v^e'v 1 ^iave ^^hed you whether you considered it would he desirable to have any
°0‘ legislative enactment to deal with the question ? "Well, j do not think I could say so, because the difficulty 

is in establishing an approved system. You may, for example, entail a very extensive cost to the country, 
and at the same time you might be obstructing au important industry by debarring a valuable coal-field 
from being worked owing to doubts that it could not be worked in perfect safety.
3515. In the case of a colliery working the coal at a considerable depth—say 200 feet—and only a limited 
thickness of rock overlying the coal; supposing such a colliery were working under the ocean, would you 
consider that certain limits should be placed on its operations? If you were assured of the stratification, 
I should say so.
3516. Supposing you did not know the nature of the stratification ? In that case I would not like to run 
the risk of working it.
3517. The question I put to you was, whether you think a colliery working nnder such conditions should 
he placed under restrictions ? hlo, I think not.
3518. Now, Mr. Croudace, I should like to hear from you some explanation of the obscure hints in 
your letter of the 25th of March, as to the inefficient management of some of these collieries. Had you 
any information as to any of the collieries being inefficiently worked at that time ? "What I meant to say 
was this : That for the safety of the owners, as well as the workmen, it was in every sense advisable that 
there should be, under the circumstances, two managing heads, one of whom might act as a check upon 
the other, or might be consulted in the event of any emergency arising. You know as well as 1 do that, 
after going through the regular routine each day, a man is likely to become, to some extent, indifferent 
to appearances of danger; that is to say, he may probably come to take less notice of it.
3519. Do you not think it is a good plan to judge a manager by bis works; that is, to judge of him by the 
method in which he conducts his work ? Yes ; but I should also say that if a man is a success in his 
undertaking there must be something in him, and that, on the other hand, if he is not a success in his 
undertaking there is nothing in him.
3520. I am not putting it in that way. I am speaking as to the merits of certain systems. Do you think 
it is a good plan to judge of a manager by his works ? If a manager would proececl nnder the sea with 
very little cover, and a system of uidc and open work', in the same way as he would inland, I should say 
that the result of his work would in all probability be very had. A prudent manager would not do it.
3521. If you were informed that the managers of some collieries that you have named in the letter I 
have referred to left from 8 to 10 feet of coal on top, with bords from 4 to 6 yards wide, and left 8-yard 
pillars, and that they did not intend to work those pillars, would you bo disposed to doubt tbe efficiency 
of that management ? No; 1 think it would be excellent. But if on this 8 feet of coal there was nothing 
but sand, I should say it might require more caution than that.
3522. Then supposing there were 40 feet of rock, you think that the plan I have mentioned would bo both 
excellent and prudent ? Ides.
3523. Would it have caused you to alter the terms of your letter if you had been acquainted with the 
circumstances of the colliery ? "Well, no; 1 do not think so. My idea was to prevent, if possible, a 
similar occurrence to that at l^erndale at any of the other collieries. Had that accident not happened 
many of the mine managers might have been led to follow out the old-system (which has been to a certain 
extent forced upon us) without considering the danger overhead.
3521'. 1 on have stated as to Yerndalc. Also, in your present evidence, you have stated that precautions 
as to safety should include not only the wemking of narrow bords, but securing the roof with wooden 
chocks. Do you look upon wooden chocks as an essential to your scheme of safe working ? Yes ; in 
some instances I would.
3525. Is timber everlasting in a mine? Well, hardwood timber, fixed as chocks, would last more than 
one lifetime. I do not say that ordinary mining props would last, but I am speaking of solid chocks.
3526. Would it be possible to get solid chocks of hardwood sufficient for that purpose ? I think so. Of 
course it would be very expensive
3527. In case of decay, how would it be possible to renew the number of chocks that would be necessary 
for this purpose ? I would put them in between—a few yards hero and there.
3528. Would that he practicable ? Yes; but of course it would bo very expensive.
3529. Wouid not the prosecution of such a system entail a considerable increase in the cost of working ? 
Yes.
3530. In the working of these collieries, would it, in your opinion, be desirable to give any temptation, to 
the manager to effect economies and take the risk of any accident likely to accrue therefrom ? No; I do 
not think so at all.
3531. Then that is what it would amount to. The system you suggest would entail a very serious outlay, 
and of course collieries working with only a trifle oi profit could not afford to hear the expense ? No 
doubt; they would have to close up. We know of collieries that cannot pay.
3532. Do you know anything about the Stockton Colliery ? No.
3533. Do yon know how many men are employed there ? No; not personally. I have heard they employ 
somewhere about one hundred men.
3534. You say Borehole scam is subject to fissuresthat extend up to 400 or 500 ft. ? I think 1 say in my 
letter of 25th March (See Appendix) that breaks will be found through the Borehole seam to the surface 
from 100 ft. to 500 ft. at Waratah, Lambton, Wallscnd, and such like.
3535. In one of your letters you say “there is very great danger of a similar calamity (to that of Berndale) 
overtaking any of these collieries,” and that it will “ require extraordinary care to prevent such.” And 
you go on to say that fhis (Ferudale disaster) should bo taken as a warning ; that it should cause the pro
prietors to “ reflect as to whether they are pursuing a light system or not; to be satisfied that they have 
competent and efficient management; to duplicate such management by consulting management; to teach 
every workman that he is a shareholder in the safety of all; that he may not only jeopardise his own life, 
but, as in the case of explosions, he may imperil the lifeof every other workman.” ' What do you mean by 
the last sentence, as to explosions ? What 1 meant, was simply that explosions were often caused by the 
carelessness ot the workmen; and 1 meant also that if a workman at any of these mines came across a 
feeder in the course of his operations he should immediately acquaint those in authority with the fact.
3536. Did you moan to impress upon the management that they should take the special precaution of

calling
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cnlliug there workmen together and explaining to them the dangers they incur by departing from the paths ,
of rectitude in the directions yon mention? 3l might be done. T0U acc‘
d537. Do you think the management should take this course especially in the collieries referred to; or do
you think it is incumbent upon the management of any colliery to inculcate lessons of responsibility and Aug., 1836,
care in the performance of their duties ? Yes ; 1 think they should be generally impressed with that view
of their position. For example, supposing we wore troubled with much gas in this district very different
regulations would have to be enforced in order to enable the manager to carry on their collieries properly.
The managers would have to he invested with greater power than they have at present.
3538. AFith respect to Maryville Colliery, you have said you paid Maryville a visit—what was your 
impression as to the mode in which the colliery operations -were conducted? Well, it was a private 
matter, and I went there largely with the object of seeing whether tlic colliery could bo conducted on a 
less expensive plan consistent with the safety of the men, and 1 pointed out whore 1 thought a 
different method should have been pursued, though on a similar system.
353!). How has the coal been hitherto worked in Maryville ? On the Lord and pillar system, with 
6-yard bords.
3540. Some of the earlier bords were 8 yards wide, but are nowr 6 yards, is that so? Yes.
3541. How did you propose that it could be worked ? Mine was a different system of driving tho 
headings. They had headings all round the shaft, four or five different headings instead of one to work 
the whole of the coal-field.
3542. Mr. Joncn.~\ They were working the botton coal then ? Yes.
3543. President.'] Towards the west and south of Maryville shaft you saw where tho coal had been washed 
away forming the margin of an ancient river ? Yes; that is a portion of the great wash running through 
the district.
3544. You know the character of the surface deposits at Maryville ? Yes.
3545. Are they such as you suppose would form a sound roof? AY ell, I would not like to say so posi
tively.
3546. The flat land on which the colliery is sunk is liable to floods, is it not ? Y'bs, a portion of it is.
3547. Do you think the water would filter through a surface of 30 or 40 feet of sand and shells ? I have 
no doubt it would.
3548. A considerable thickness of clay overlies the coal, do you know if it is puddle clay ? 1 do not.
3549. Do you know if the extent of clay has been proved? A very short distance, I believe, because I 
recommended that three or four more boreholes should be put down.
3550. AY ere they put down ? X think not. 1 was asked to take the management of the place altogether, 
but I have not done it.
3551. Did Mr. Harper inform you of any bores put down over the estate ? Yes.
3552. Did he mention to you that iu any of those bores this thick hard clay was found to be of a harder 
and more impervious character than the clay in which the shaft was sunk ? I will not be positive.
3353. But you consider that the area and distribution of the clay should be known ? Yos, certainly.
3554. Do you know whether an outlet shaft has been provided ? Jt was commenced.
3555. Arid it was stopped ? A"es.
3356. Do you know whether a second shaft is about to be commenced? Yes, so I understood. I know 
that they were very anxious to got it down ; at least so the Obairuian of Directors told me
3557. You say you have seen some of the bords in Maryville 8 yards wide, in others they are G yards 
wid, with 4-yard pillars or less between. In some of these bords the roof-coal has been left in to support 
the superincumbent strata, and in others the roof-coal has been taken out ? Ares, the roof-coal was being 
worked in some of them when I was there.
3558. Did you inspect a large fall that had taken place in one of the abandoned bords ? Yes, I did seo 
a bord which had broken away there
3559. Did Mr. Harper inform you of the character of rhe deposits that came in ? Yes. At least I saw 
them myself—that is, I saw the stuff that came in.
3560. Do you mean in one of the bords ? lres.
3561. T mean those to the south and west, towards the washout ? Oh, yes ; 1 saw two places stopped 
up there.
3562. You have spoken about a large fall that had burst down in one of the abandoned herds—what came 
down there ? AYhut 1 saw was a rotten argillaceous shale.
3563. AYould it not be better described as a greenish unconsolidated sand ? No, I think not. Hut I am 
speaking rather with respect to tho north and east.
3564. Did you observe the different methods of working the roof-coal in Maryville Colliery—the one 
working the coal in the usual way, and at the termination of the bords, breaking tho tops coming back ; 
and the other leaving the bottom coal and working the upper coal going in ? Which of these methods do 
you prefer with a view to safety ? A\rell. 1 think 1 would prefer working on tho “Jerry5’ than taking 
the top coal going in.
3565. AVhat alteration, if any, iu the system would you recommend? AYell, 1 do not know that I would 
recommend anything specially. I should want boreholes to he sunk with a view to proving the super
strata before I would recommend anything special with regard to working. AYith the object of soeuring 
safety the narrower your bords and the more uniform your pillars the better.
3566. Then short of stopping the colliery on the ground of extra expense, would you consider that the 
present method is as free from serious objections as any ? Yes : T am bound to admit that. •
3507. Have you anything specially to propose as to the means you would suggest in working similar col
lieries ? No; I would bo guided entirely by circumstances. 1 would not attempt to lay down any hard 
and fast principle, because 1 think 1 should he doing an injustice both to the men and the proprietors.
3568. You know nothing about Bullock Island Colliery ? No.
3569 And have yon any suggestions to make as to a general scheme for working the coal under the 
harbour or the ocean that could bo applied to collieries of a limited depth ? No.
3570. That is, you have no suggestions to make in addition to those you have already made ? No ; 
excepting that, generally, grcatcaro should be exercised.
3571. Mr. Curley.] You have just said that you would be guided by circumstances in the working of 
collieries in this district in the localities that have been named. You give that opinion as a mining 
engineer ?■ Yes,
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3572. And you would be quite willing to allow any other mining engineer to follow tlie same line of 
action? Quite so. At the same time, as I have said, two heads are bettor than one. Ifor instance, if I

27Ausr 1S8C 1,vcrc working our Stockton property to-morrow X would have no hesitation in calling in some other 
’’ ‘ manager to discuss the circumstances of the position, and ask thorn what they thought—as a matter of

wisdom, propriety, and everything else.
3573. Would you suggest to your Company tho advisability of calling in anyone else ? I would do it. I 
think it desirable on account of the relief to one’s own mind. Of course it is a different thing with the 
inland collieries where we know the elements that exist.
3574. Mr.'Davies.] Supposing you and another in consultation were to disagree, would you have any 
hesitation in calling in a third ? Yes; I have no hesitation in saying that three would be better.
3575. What is your opinion as to the durability of wooden chocks ? Well, I have known timber to stand 
for eighteen or twenty years in my own experience.
3576. What timber is that ? It was hardwood, certainly, I do not mean small timber, of course.
3077. Would you recommend “ blood wood” in preference to other timber? I do not say that. Ti-tree 
is also durable, and iron-bark.
3578. What would be tbe additional cost of using chocks ? I could not say, unless I went into it. But 
the cost would be pretty considerable.
3579. Would it pay if they were to use chocks as a general principle, and obtain picked timber for tho 
purpose ? Of course not.
3580. JlZr. Jones."] I think I understood you to say that at tbe time you published your letters on tbe 
“ Delta” Collieries you were not awrare of tbe condition of the whole of the collieries mentioned ? No; I 
knew generally as to the width of bords—that some of them were driving wide bords probably.
3581. If you.were informed that some of these collieries wTcre working with 6-yard bords and 8-yard 
pillars, and that in consequence of your letters stocks had fallen to the extent of £30,000, would you have 
reason to regret having written those letters ? Not in the least. My motive was a pure one. I have 
had some of my own personal friends charge me with causing alarm, and I said to them, “ There is nothing 
to be in the least alarmed at; tell your friends so.” My only desire was to stay the prosecution of a 
system of working common to this district in that particular direction.
3582. Would you be one to adhere to any hard and fast rule of working under the sea, unless you knew 
the w’hole of the circumstances ? I would not be one to recommend the Legislature to shut up a great 
national industry without a really very strong case. To surmise a sot of circumstance would bo no 
justification for establishing a bard and fast rule.
3583. Yon have admitted that it would be desirable to prove the nature of the overlying strata by putting 
down bores. But knowing the whole of the conditions, would it not be prudent to have some limit or 
minimum of strata overlying the coal, rather than that speculators should be permitted to rush in and work 
the coal at any risk ? Well, I can scarcely imagine that speculators would be'so foolhardy as to risk men’s 
lives in that way. Supposing a man said to me, “ Go and work tbe coal out here,” in a manifestly 
dangerous place, I would not do it for love or money.
3584. Mr. UsherAre you aware that at the time of the publication of your letters in March last. Mr. 
Croudace, the stock of one of the Companies referred to depreciated to the extent of £38,000 ? I. do not 
know it. Some of my friends have told me that Bullock Island stocks have fallen.
3585. If you ascertained that as a fact, would it not cause you to regret the publication of those letters ? 
I never thought of it in that light. My ouly thought—my only desire was to prevent, if possible, what 
might be a much more serious accident than that at Berndalc. '
3586. Still you may think now that you erred on the side of strong writing. Would you have any objec
tion to furnish tbe Commission with a copy of your report on Maryville? Welt, yes; it was quite a 
private matter. It belongs to the owners of Maryville really, and more particularly as it refers to the 
financial question more than anything else. '
3587. Mr. Turnlnll^] Have you thought about the way to lay out a colliery on the const, where there
will be rock and sand and different kinds of minerals ? You might pursue a system of 4-yard bords with 
a certain system of “ chocking,” but that is only one opinion. You might find yourself in different 
circumstances, where it would seem permissible to double that width. *
3588. la there not a rule at Home for managers to consult with one another? Yes; and consider the 
stratification that lies over head.

They take everything into consideration ? Yes.
The witness withdrew.
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Wilson Rennie sworn and examined:—
President'] What are you, Mr. Rennie ? I am a colliery manager.
Where have you gained your experience ? In Scotland, principally.

- 1886 Have you had any experience in this district ? Yes; I wras manager of the Wickham and Bullock
»sb. jftlaud Colliery in this district, some eighteen months before Mr. Gardener came.

3593. How long have you been in this district ? About three years and nine months.
3594. Have you been in Newcastle during the whole of that time ? No; I was nine months in Sydney.
3595. Then you have been three years in Newcastle ? Yes.
3596. Have you made yourself acquainted with the different collieries round Newcastle ? I know a few
of them. ■
3597. Which are they? Well, besides Wickham and Bullock Island, I was a short time at Stockton— 
about four months.
3598. Did you commence working the coal at Wickham and Bullock Island ? Two or three bords were 
turned away.
3599. Were you at Wickham and Bullock Island before the coal was got—that is, during sinking 
operations? Yes.
3600. "What thickness was the rock above the coal ? About 41 feet.
3601. Did you consider the cylinders in all respects sound and substantial ? Yes.
3602. Do you know whether one or two of the cylinders are split? Not to my knowledge.
3063. Is a longitudinal split in a cylinder of any moment—could it be easily repaired ? Yes.
3604. Then you are not aware whether the cylinders were split? They were all spund under my 
inspection. 3605.
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3G05. Tou are quite satisfied as to the thickness of the rock ? Tes; 
and shaly rock 35 ft. 3 in.
3G06. What is the thickness of the coal-scam ? About 9 feet thick.
3607. Does a considerable thickness of clay overlie this rock ? Tes.
3608. Do you consider that clay is a valuable adjunct for safety ? I
3609. And that it afEords considerable protection ? Yes.
3610. How long do you say you were at Stockton ? About four months. I was engaged in the prepara
tion of surface requisites, i'ho cylinders were only down about 20 feet.
3611. Do you know anything of the Stockton working since the pit was coaled ? No.
3612. Have you had any experience in working under the sea? No; but I have had experience of 
working under water, such as canals.
3613. Have you any opinion to offer as to the safest mode of conducting colliery workings under the 
harbour of Newcastle or under the ocean ? My views un the subject would he to keep the headings well 
in advance of the bords, and occasionally putting a bore up and testing the thickness of the coal.
3614. Have you any opinion as to the width of bords and thickness of pillars that should he adopted 
under such circumstances ? I should say from 10- to 30-yard pillars and bords about 5 yards; 1 am 
referring now to coal such as it is at Stockton.
3615. Would you adopt a hard and fast rule irrespective of conditions? No ; I would alter the system 
of working to suit the particular circumstances of the colliery.
8616. Is it within your knowledge that pillars and bords ought to he proportioned to the depth from the 
surface? Yos.
3617. What is your opinion as to tho necessity or advisability of bores being sent in advance of pros
pecting drifts ? I do not think that is necessary without there is water or gas present. By driving 
narrow headings in advances of the bords you can prove all yon want to knew.
3618. Have you any experience of cutting basalt faults under tidal waters ? No.
3619. In approaching these, would it not be an advantage to ascertain their presence in the first place by 
a boro or bores ? I do not think it is necessary.
3620. Have yon heard of Prestonpans ? Yes.
3621. Are you aware whether a large colliery was drowned out there three or four years ago through 
coming on a basalt fault ? No; but I was in the district when the Clyde broke into Holm Farm.
3622. What width were the bords in Holm Farm ? 4 yards.
3623. Was itin one of these that an old channel of the Clyde broke in ? Yes.
3621, Mr, Usher.'] Have you seen that dyke in Nobbys that runs north and south; it is a very soft 
material, and supposing that to continue right through any part of the Stockton property, what would 
you expect ? Well, in a case like that, it would be necessary to have a bore in advance in approaching 
any heavy pressure of water; but you generally get an indication of what is going to happen.
3625. Mr. Ourley.] How far were the cylinders sunk into the rock in Wiclcham and Bullock Island ? 
6 feet into the white, hard rock, and the yellow clay was above that; the water was cut off GO feet from 
the surface.
3626. Are you quite sure tliat the cylinders are not sunk further into the rock than you have stated ? I 
am quite sure.

The witness withdrew.
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there are 6 feet of hard white rock, Mr-
W. Rennie.

27 Aug,, 1886.
do.

Documents
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Documents Repeiuied to Herein.
Sections of bores put down in district embraced in tins Report.
Opinions of Attorney-Genoral, and Letters of Inspectors and Managers, re “second shaft.”
Record of bores put down in the district. '
1. Check Inspectors’ Report—Bullock Island.
2. Letter of J. Robb to Inspector Dixon.
3. Letter of Inspector Dixon to J. Robb.
4. Letter of Examiner of Coal-fields to the saine.'5
5. Report of Commissioners, re Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery.
G. Report of Mr. A. Tulip, on Bullock Island Colliery.
7, 8, 0. Three Letters of Mr. Croudace to the Newcastle Press.
Plan No. 1.—Of district embraced in report, showing positions of tbe various collieries and lines of sections and boundaries 

of leaseholds.
Plan No. 2.—Showing outcrops of Borehole and Burwood coal-seams.
Plan No, 3.—Showing coal workings of Broughall & Griffiths’ Colliery ; positions of Perndale and conterminous small 

collieries.
Plan No. 4,—Showing coal workings of Maryville Colliery'.
Plan No. 5.—Showing coal workings of Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery'.
Plan No. 6.—Showing coal workings of Stockton Colliciy.
Plan No. 7.—Showing coal ivorkinga of Australian Agricultural Company’s New Pit.
Plan No. 8.—Showing coal workings of R Pit of Newcastle Coal-mining Company.
Plan No. 9.—Showing coal "workings of Burwood Colliery.
Plan No. 10.—Sections illustrating surface geology of part of Newcastle District, Sections through fi n, Zi h, cc, d d, Plan 1. 
Plan No. 11.—Sections through e e, do., Nobby’s and Signal Hill.
Plan No. 12.—“ Wash-outs,” faults, and mode of woikuig coal at Maryville, Tighe’s Hill, &c.
Plan No. 13.—Sections of the coal-seams worked in collieries adjacent to Perndale.
Plan No. 13a.—Soundings Newcastle Harbour and Sound.
Plan No. 14.—Sections of shafts of dollieries adjacent to Fomdale, and of coal seams sunk through.
Plan No. 15.—Section of Bullock Island Shaft. .

APPENDIX.
Reports and Correspondence of the Coal-Fields Department, re, Maryville, Bullock Island, and Stockton.

- Mr. Inspector Di ton to T. Broughall, Esq.
To T. Broughall, Esq,, Colliery Proprietor, New Lambton,— Glebeland, 20 March, 1SSG.

Sir, _ _
Di view of tbe inundation of the Perndale Colliery', and the consequent heavy pressure of water brought to bear 

on the eastern boundary of your colliery at Tigbe’s Hill, I hereby notify you of the 18tb sub-section, section 12, of the Coal
mines Regulation Act 1S7G, which “ provides for boreholes to bo kept in advance and on both sides of every working 
approaching a place likely to contain a dangerous accumulation of water.”

2. If you are driving towards the crook, I urge on you to use every precaution, as it is not properly known how far
some of the old bords have been driven from the other side ; and in my opinion it would not be safe to drive near tho creek 
at all. _

3. In conclusion, I have to urge that the above matter may leceive your immediate attention, so that proper means 
may be adopted to secure the safety of all persons employed in your Tighe’s Hill Colliery.

I have, &.C.,
JOHN DIXON,

Inspector of Collieries.

Mr. Inspector Dixon to Messrs. Broughall & Q-riiTiths.
To Messrs. Broughall & Griffiths, Colliery Proprietors, New Lambton,— Glebeland, 2fi March, 188G.

Gentlemen,
It having come to my certain knowledge that some of the bords in yonr colliery at Tigbe’s Hill, on the 

A. A, Co.’s Estate, have to some extent been driven under tbe creek known as “ Throsby’s,” and as I consider such a state 
of things is highly dangerous, and will tend to the bodily injury of all persons employed m said mine, I have, in pursuance 
of the provisions contained in the 25th section of the Coal-mines Regulation Act 187G, to give you notice to at once with
draw all persons employed in the Tighe's Hill Colliery, and to cease all operations in connection with the underground 
workings of said colliery at once, and henceforth. I have, &e.,

JOHN DIXON,
Inspector of Collieries.

Mr. J. A. Derrick to Secretary for Mines.
To the Honorable The Minister for Mines, Sydney,— Bolton-street, Newcastle, 31 March, 188G.

Sir,
1 have the honor to call your attention to the accompanying notice received by Messrs. Broughall & Griffiths 

(for whom I write) from the Inspector of Mines hero, and to say that the proprietors are incapable of giving it any effect, 
inasmuch as they are completely in the dark as to what is required in the entire absence of any particulars as to the manner 
in which it is considered the mine is dangerous or defective, or what is required to be remedied,

I am further desired to say that Mr, Dixon has not inspected the mine—winch is invited—and that a report of the 
state of things will show that the mine is one of the safest in the Colony, as attested by the miners working in the pit,

I have, &c.,
, J. A. GORRICK,

This letter may be referred to Mr. Dixon, Inspector of Collieries, for a report without delay.—J.P., 1/4/86, 
Inspector Dixon, Coal-fields Office, Newcastle. The Inspector of Collieries herewith,—H.W., for E.C.F., B.C., 3/4/86.

Mimrtes.
From this report it appears as if Mr. Dixon is not aware of, or does not recollect that, an authority to mine coal under 

the creek is granted to the late Mr. Bevan.—J.M., 9/3/S6. Under Secretary for Mines, B.C., 9/4/86.
The action of the Inspector is, I venture to think, praiseworthy ; any permit or authority to mine under a creek or 

other reserve will not withdraw the workings from the operations of the Coal-mines Regulation Act, or from the supervision 
of the Inspector. Submitted.—H.W., 27/4/86. Approved.—J.F., 30/4/86,

The Examiner of Coal-fields, B.C., 3/5/8G.—E.C., for U, S.

Mr. Inspector Dixon for report as to whether all operations in connection with the underground works of the col
liery have ceased. My remarks only referred to your having been informed by Mr. Green (uitfe page 2) “that the creek 
was not to he undermined on any account, ” although an authority to mine coal under it was then in force, and was issued 
in August, ] 883. I never intended it to mean that an authority to mine under a creek would withdraw tho ivorka from the 
operations of the Coal-mines Regulation Act.—J.M., G/5/S6.

Seen, and returned with further report.—J. D., 12/5/86.

Mr.
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Tlie Inspector of Collieries to The Examiner of Coal-fields.
Sir, Glebelancl, 12 May, 1SS6.

I beg to acknowledge your minute of Gth instant, re tho Tighe's Hill Colliery workings. In reply, I have to state 
that I went to said colliery to-day (Wednesday) and found it working the same as ever, tiicre being fourteen miners, two 
wheelers, one onsetter, and one deputy employed below. Tbe workings under tbe branch creek have been stopped, and 
operations arc now being carried on at tbe upper side of the shaft away from the creeks.

2. I may here state that I did not go below, bnt got the above information from tbe overman m charge,
I have, &c.,

JOHN DIXON,
Inspector of Collieries.

The Inspector of Collieries to The Examiner of Coal-fields. .
Sir, Glebeland, 7 April, 1SSC.

In reference to the notification sent by me to Messrs. Broughall & Griffiths on 26th March, last month, requesting 
them at once to ccasc work at their colliery, Tighe's Hill, and in view of tlie letter sent by Mr. Gorrick (solicitor) to tlie 
Honorable the Minister for Mines concerning tlie same matter, I do myself tbe honor to offer the following explanation :—

1. This colliery is situated on tlie A. A. Company’s land, near Tighe’s Hill. On tiiis land there is a mam creek and a 
branch creek, in botli of which the tide rises, and in fact ovcilknvs the hanks to such an extent at high tide as to reach 
within a short distance of the working shaft,

2. The working shaft is about 39 feet deep to tlie bottom of the scam. The height of the seam wrought is about 7 
feet, which leaves about 32 feet of cover over the working places. From the bottom of the creek J should judge the cover 
to be about 29 feet at most. The cover immediately over the bords is composed of coal for about 7 feet iu thickness, between 
which and tlie surface there is nothing hut clay. When this loyalty was first leased by Mr. Green I wras informed that the 
creek was not to be undermined on any account, aud knowing that Mr. Win. Turnbull, the A. A. Company’s colliery 
manager, had the supervision of the colliery, I naturally concluded that the coal under the creek would be left intact.

3. Being under the impression that the whole of the creek would be (and was being) left as a barrier between tlie 'Tigbe’s 
Hill Colliery aud the workings of Robinson’s old pit on the eastern side of the creek, f believe the Tighe’s Hill mine to be 
safe, both as regards the creek and the accumulation of water in Robinson's old woi kings. However, after the unfoitunato 
inundation of theFcrndalo workings, aud the consequent extra pressure of water fiomthe old ivorkings on the east, T mode 
it my business (as you will remember when at Tighe’s Hill with you on Friday, 19th March last) to go to tlie Tighe's Hill 
Colliery and call the overman out of the pit and ask him if any of the workings were under the creek. He (the overman) 
without hesitation, replied “ No,” and pointed to a stump some distance from tho creek, and said, “Thatis the nearest point 
we are to tlie crock.”

4. Not being quite satisfied about the workings, and having no record tracing of the colliery, I at once determined to 
notify Mr. Broughall not to diive under the creek at all. This notification I sent on tlie 20th March, last month, a copy 
of which I beg to herewith forward.

5. A few days after sending the above-mentioned notification it came to my certain knowledge that bords belonging 
to the Tighe's Hill Colliery had been to some extent driven nnder the creek and towards the old workings on the eastern 
side of the creek. Under such circumstances I believed that tlie persons employed in the Tighe's Hill Colliery wore in 
danger, and not being able (under pressure of other duties) to inspect the said colliery at the time, I wrote tlie notification 
of 26th March, concerning which the complaint has been made.

_ 6. On Thursday lask 1st instant, I made an inspection of tlie Tighe’s Hill Colliery, and I submit that when in the 
workings even under the creek there did not appear to be any sign of danger of the roof falling, and to all appearances the 
workings were safe.

The above, in my opinion, just goes to prove tlie rather curious position an Inspector of Collieries may at times he 
placed in. For there is the fact of a very thin cover being over the workings of the 'Tighe’s Hill workings, and the fact of 
two creeks being to some extent undermined, such creeks being subject to overflow their banks under tidal influence—yet 
it appears to mo that unless actual proof can be given that the workings arc falling in it is simply a matter of opinion as to 
the danger,

_ I here beg to state that on the day of my inspection there were twenty-three men and two wheelers at work in the 
Tighe’s Hill Colliery. The colliery was stopped one day after receipt of my notification of 20th March, after which woik 
was resumed and carried on ever since. -

7. I herewith forward a plan of the Tighe’s Hill Colliery workings which I got from Mr. Turnbull. This plan also 
shows the position of the creeks, &c. On the day of inspection I was m the face of the bord under tlie creek marked x on 
plan, but was not up to the face of the two adjoining bords, as there was a large quantity of water in them.

S. Jnroiielnston, I beg to state that in serving tiie notification complained of in Mr. Gorrick’s letter I followed my 
own convictions, and I submit, if in error, it was on the right side, for even now, after having inspected the colliery, I am 
not prepared to say that there is no danger to the persons employed therein.

I have, &c.,
JOHN DIXON,

Inspector of Collieries.

The Examiner of Coal-fields to The Inspector of Collieries.
Shi _ _ Coal-fields Office, Newcastle, 21 October, ISSii.

_ Referring to my inspection and examination with you of the heading and bord which caved in a short time
since, where two men were at work at the Maryville Colliery, the caving in having taken place immediately after the 
heading and bord driven by the two men reached a face of sand ami gravel, when a tremendous rush of water and sand 
ran therefrom into the workings, which washout, consisting of sand and gravel, is now haired back by a barrier reaching to 
the roof of the coal scam ; and in consequence of tlie disturbed nature of the countiy at this colliery aud others in tho 
neighbourhood, and the liability at any time of meeting with similar washes of sand and gravel, I have thought soiiously 
as to the necessity of the owners of the Maryville, Wickham, and Bullock Island and Stockton Coal Companies being 
compelled to keep boreholes at least 10 feet ahead in all exploring headings driven north, east, south, or west of their 
working shaft.

4 2. Do you not think it is a dangerous practice, knowing the disturbed nature of the country in which the Mary
ville and Stockton Collieries are, for them to be worked (as they now arc) by one shaft, and consequently only one means 
of escape for tlie men and boys, &c., working therein, and that a second shaft should bo commenced at once. If so, you 
bad better serve tho colliery managers with registered notices to that effect, under section 25 of the Coai-minea Regula
tion Act, 1870. lam, &c.,

JOHN MACKENZIE,
- ---------------- Examiner of Coal-fields.

Tlie Inspector of Collieries to A, G-ardincr, Esq,, Colliery Manager, Wickham,
Sir, Glebeland, 24 October, I8S5.

In consequence of the disturbed nature of tho country in connection with the Wickham and Bullock Island 
Colliery, and the liability of at any time approaching ground likely to contain a heavy feeder of water, I am directed to 
draw your attention to tho necessity of keeping a borehole at least 10 feet ahead of the working-face in every exploring 
bord or heading driven north, south, cast, or west.

2. I have therefore to urge (in pursuance of the provisions contained in the 25th section of the Coal-mines Regulation 
Act, 1S7G) that you would give the above matter yonr serious attention, with a view of having it strictly carried out.

I have, &c.,
JOHN DIXON,

---------------- Inspector of Collieries.
The991—X
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The Inspector of Collieries to H, Harper, Esq., Colliery Manager, Newcastle,
Sir, Glehelatul, 2J October, 1SS5.

Knowing tho ilisturbcd nature of the ground in connection with the Maryville Colliery, I have, in pursuance 
of the provisions contained in the 2oth section of the Coal-mines Regulation Act, ISTh, to notify you that I consider the 
practice of only having one shaft (and consequently only one moans of escape) to be dangeious, and therefore have to urge 
that a second shaft in connection with the Maryville Colliery he commenced at once, and carried on without delay, so that 
a second opening from the surface to the present workings may be completed as soon as possible.

2. Seeing that m Mary ville Colliery there exists a danger of tapping at any time loose ground liable to contain a 
heavy feeder of water, I am directed to draw your attention to the necessity of keeping a borehole at least 10 feet ahead 
of the working-face in evciy exploring place or heading duvcu north, south, cast, or west.

ii. I have therefore to urge that you would give your serious attention to the above matters at once, with a view of 
having them carried out without delay. I have, &c.,

JOHN DIXON,
Inspector of Collieries.
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The Inspector of Collieries to John. Evans, Esq., Colliery Manager, Stockton,
Sir, Glebeland, 24 October, 1885'

Knowing tho disturbed nature of the ground in connection with the Stockton Colliery, and that, notwithstand
ing my notification of 10th September, last month, no attempt has yet been made to put down a second shaft, I have, in 
pursuance of tlie provisions contained in the 25th section of the Coal-mines Regulation Act, 1STG, to notify you that 1 
consider the practice of only having one shaft, and consequently only one means of escape, to be dangerous, and have to 
urge that a second shaft be commenced at once, and carried on without delay, so that a second opening from the surface to 
the present workings may he completed as soon as possible.

2. Seeing also that in a new colliery situated as Stockton is there is a danger of tapping at any time a very heavy 
feeder of water, I am diiected to urge on you the necessity of keeping a borehole at least 10 feet ahead of the working- 
face in eiery exploring place or heading driven north, east, south, or west.

3. In conclusion, I have therefore to urge that you would give your serious attention to the above matters at once,
with a view of having them eanied out without delay. I have, &c.,

JOHN DIXON,
---------------- Inspector of Collieries.

H. Harper, Esq., to The Inspector of Collieries.
Dear Sir, Maryville Colliery, 23 October, 1885.

Your favour of the 24th instant came duly to hand, and your request I have carefully thought over. With 
regard to tho second shaft, I have already put down one Itorc to tlie westward of our pit with ft view of ascertaining the 
most suitable position of putting down a shaft. I am also putting in a bore ahead of some of my headings wherever I 
think there is tho slightest necessity n£ doing so. As far as wo can ascertain, there are other collieries adjacent who aie 
woise od'iu this icspcct than we are, but we will endeavour to comply with the various suggestions as far as piacticable.

Yours, &c.,
HENRY HARPER.

- •
Tho Inspector of Collieries io The Examiner of Coal-fields.

Sir, . Glebeland, 29 October, 1SS5,
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communication of 21st inst., concerning the disturbed state of 

the country in connection with the Maryville, Stockton, aud Bullock Island Collieries, and the necessity for the second 
shaft at Maiyviile and Stockton, &c

In reply, I beg to state that I most fully endorse your views respecting tho abovenamed coltieiies, and, according 
to your instructions, have notified tbe managers, under the 25th section of the Coal-mines Regulation Act, 1876, to com
mence, at once, tbe second shaft at Mary wile and Stockton, and to keep a borehole at least 10 feet ahead of the face in 
every exploring bord or heading driven north, east, south, or west, in the Maryville, Stockton, and Bullock Island Collieries, 
copies of w Inch notifications I herewith beg to forward. I have, Ac.,

JOHN DIXON,
Inspector of Collieries,

The Inspector of Collieries to H. Harper, Esq.
Sir, Glebeland, 13 November, 1SS5.

I hereby have to notify you of the vciy defective state of tlie ventilation in tbe Maryville Colliery, as found by 
me on my inspection of said colliery to-day (Fridayl, inasmuch as the total current of air circulating m the workings was 
only' about 2,000 cubic foot per minute, for about 40 men, Ac., being only about nne-half the quantity Of air required by 
sub section 3, section 12, of the Coal-mines Regulation Act, 1876, for the above number of men, Ac.

2. In pursuance of the provisions contained in the 25th section of the Coal-mines Regulation Act, 1876, I also 
notify you concerning the very defective state of tlie timber in tbe old bords, between the No. 3 and No. 1 headings, in the 
Maryville Colliery, for, knowing the soft nature of the roof, and seeing tiie great number of broken props in said bords, I 
am of opinion that m their present state they arc dangerous, and may tend to tlie bodily injury of sonic person or persons 
employed in the Maryville Colliery. I have, therefore, to request that said old bords be retimbered throughout with good 
props, and that the old bord ends, on the side of No. 3 heading, be stopped up by a barrier of dirt extending from the 
stopping to at least 12fcctinto each bord, and packed to the roof iu each instance.

3, I have to urge that the above matters may have your immediate attention, so that they may be remedied at once.
I have, Ac.,.

JOHN DIXON,
Inspector of Collieries.

The Inspector of Collieries to H. Harper, Esq.
Sir, Glebeland, 25 January, 1SS6.

I hereby have to notify you of the very defective state of the ventilation in the Maryville Colliery, as found by 
me on my inspection of said colliery to-day (Monday), inasmuch as the total current of air in the main return airway, near 
pit bottom, was only about 1,885 cubic feet per minute, being over 3,000 cubic feet of air per minute short of the quantity 
required by sub-section 3, section 12, of the Coal-mines Regulation Act, 1876, for the number of men, Ac., at work in the 
Maxyvillc Colliery at the time of my inspection.

2. On my inspection this morning I noticed that the top coal had been cut up and, to some extent, worked in three 
bords. Therefore, in pursuance of the provisions contained in tlie 25th section of the Coal-mines Regulation Act, 1876, I 
hereby notify you that, in my opinion, owing to tbe soft nature of tbe strata above the seam at the Maryville Colliery, it is 
a dangerous practice to work the top coal at the present time, more especially us there is only one shaft, aud, consequently, 
ouly one way of escape for the persons employed below, in the ev ent of a sudden inrush of water, sand, and gravel, which, 
in my opinion, may be liable to take place at any time after tiie removal of the top coal.

3. I have therefore to urge that the above matters may have your serious attention at once, with a view to the well
being and safety of all persons employed in the Maryville Colliery. I have, Ac,,

JOHN DIXON, _ _ 
Inspector of Collieries.

. Tho
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Tlie Examiner of Coal-fields to The Inspector of Collieries.
Re Maryville Colliery inspection of 18 June, 1880,

Dear Sir, ■ Coal-fields Office, Newcastle, 23 Jimp., 1886.
In reply to your report of the 18th instant, with respect to defective ventilation at the Maryville Colliery, and 

the letter you have received from the manager, you had hotter make another early inspection, and if the defects complained 
of have not been rectified yon must take the necessary steps to enforce compliance with the provisions of the Act.

2. You had also better write to Mr. Harper and again caution him respecting the serious loss of life that migfit occur *
should the mine be flooded through working out tho top coal, the roof of the bords falling in, or pillars of sufficient strength
to keep the roof or surface from falling down not having been left, and point out anything which you saw and considered 
to he dangerous when yon were iutho mine,

3. When did the Company commence working bords, and is the second shaft likely to be sunk to the llorehole coal-
seam within the eighteen months ? I am, &c.,

' JOHN MACKENZIE,
Examiner of Coal-fields.
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P.S.—How is it that no colliery record tracing has yet been received? Did you see the plan when last inspecting the mine, 
and when is it surveyed up to? It is very necessary that the workings of the mine he kept surveyed up, in accordance with 
the provisions contained in the 5th section of the Act, and if, after au inspection, you think it advisable to have marked on 
the colliery plans the progress of the workings up to the time of such inspection you should notify tho manager to that 
effect.—J.M,

The Examiner of Coal-fields to Tho Mining Manager, Maryville Colliery,
Sir, , Coal-fields Office, Newcastle, 23 June, 1886.

From a recent report received from Mr. Dixon, the Inspector of Collieries, with respect to an inspection he made 
of tho Maryville Colliery on the 16th instant, and a letter ho wrote you on 25th January last, in accordance with my 
instructions, after an examination of the mine, which I made with him, I fed it my duty to inform yov, that, considering 
the extremely soft nature of the strata overlying the coal seam at the Maryville Colliery, and the probability of a much 
larger sudden influx of water flowing into the mine than lias occurred on previous occasions, and a possibility of a serious 
loss of life to the men employed underground should it happen, that 1 cmiHider it a danijeroiK practice to work the top coal, 
as a more sudden influx of water, sand, aud gravel than has yet occurred might take place at any time. Mr. Dixon says 
that in the C heading four of the bords fell iu recently, and arc now blocked up by dirt stoppings ; that he also noticed a 
cut-through off C heading, where a heavy fall had taken place on the night prior to his visit, where ho saw two men at 
work putting in a barrier stopping in case of another rush taking place. And at J? heading, in the dip workings, he noticed 
that the top coal was being taken out of throe bords, and on the sanic heading the water is fairly streaming out of the roof 
in several places.

2. I am glad to hear that you have made a commencement with the sinking of a second shaft, which was so urgently 
required, aud I hope that i t will bo finished as quickly as possible, and within the time specified by section 12, suh-section 
1, of the Coal Minos Regulation Act 1876.

I have, &c.,
JOHN MACKENZIE,

Examiner of Coal-fields.

The Inspector of Collieries to The Colliery Manager, Stockton Colliery.
Sir, - Glebeland, 25 June, 1886.

You will doubtless remember the conversation we bad on Tuesday last, 22nd instant, whilst going through the 
workings of the Stockton Colliery, concerning the broken props in some of the bords, and my pointing out the necessity of 
having said timber renewed. ' -

I have again to bring the subject under your notice, and, in pursuance of the provisions contained in the 25th section 
of the Coal-mines Regulation Act, 1876, hereby notify you that, in my opinion, it is dangerous to allow broken props to 
remain standing in any bord in the Stockton Colliery, aud that such props should at once be taken out, and sound ones put 
in, so that the roof in every instance may be properly supported.

In addition to the above, I am further of opinion that in every abandoned bord a row of chocks should be built in 
the roadway, from end to end, for iu a high seam like Stockton, and where the bords are so free from refuse, a fall of roof 
might at any time be a source of danger to all persons employed below.

2. 'I have therefore to urge that you would attend to the above matters at once, with a view of having them carried 
into effect as soon as possible.

I have, Ac.,
JOHN DIXON,

Inspector of Collieries.

H. Harper, Esq., to The Examiner of Coal-fields.
Dear Sir, Maryville Colliery, Newcastle, 26 Juno, .1886.

Your letter of tho 23rd inst. came duly to hand, aud I have carefully perused the same. With regard to yonr 
remarks—the extremely soft nature of the strata overlying the coal scam at the Maryville Colliery,—I think you must 
have been misinformed respecting this formation. In tbe sinking of the Maryville working shaft the following is a true 
section of the formation we passed through :—In sand and marine sheila, 32 feet; strong stiff hard clay, almost impreg
nable with a strong grafting tool, 101 feet (one hundred and one feet); gravel and white marl, 2 feet, with a little water ; 
then coal and bands of fire-clay for 3 feet; then good coal, 11 feet. I have since put down a bore a little north-west of the 
working shaft, aud about 7 or 8 chains from the same, with the following section Sand, 20 feet; strong still hard clay, 
100 feet; coal aud fire-clay, 4 feet; good coal, 5 feet 6 inches. Tho clay in this bore was so hard that the auger would 
not cut 6 inches at a time before being drawn and cleaned.

These two sections do not, in my opinion, indicate a chance of a probability' of a sudden influx of water, even if there 
was an open body of water on the surface, which J maintain there is not on any portion of the estate. And my experience 
for the last forty years, which has been considerable in boring, sinking, and in the general working of coal mines, should 
bavc given mo some practical knowledge of the nature and formation of roof or cover over a seam to justify its safe and 
practical working. 1 consider that a cover or formation such as we have at Maryville is far more safer than if wo had a 
rock cover, with sand and water overlying it. The places referred to in Mr. Dixon’s report in F heading, 1 have no doubt 
bnt there is a rock cover making in this direction. As this F heading is not above 7 or 8 chains from a bore put down by 
me at Smedmoro, in which we had 60 or 70 feet of very hard conglomerate rock, my own opinion is that this rock, being 
porous, contains the water. But in all leading headings, especially those to the deep, I have invariably found water following 
and draining out of the roof, and as in this instance referred to by Mr, Dixon, probably in a fortnight's time these places 
will be drained and fresh places break out. This very same thing occurred in the A. A. Company’s No. 2 pit on the open
ing out of tlie workings in 1 S6'2 ; bnt it soon drained off. With regard to tho working of the top-coal bords, I have had 
the roof tested to-day, and cut up. Them is 2 feet 7 inches of good coal left up, and then 1 foot J inches^ of strong slate or 
shale over this, and these places not over 5 yards wide. I cannot see the slightest danger in working tins coal. Tlie 
placns that came in, referred to in Mr. Dixon’s report, were driven up towards a fault or washout, and they urc quite dry. 
I am taking every precaution I possibly can, and going to considerable expense by baring up in the leading headings 
every 10 or 12 feet, as we proceed with”them, not that there is the slightest necessity of doing so, but as an extra precau
tion, and acting upon Mr. Dixon’s advice,

Again,



1034

164 TtOYAT, COJOIISSIOS OS COT.IiTERIES—ATPEKMX

Again, referring to the formation of roof over the Maryville Colliery, and all those eollierieg that are now being worked, 
and to he worked, on those places that have a sand and clay formation on the surface, I will just refer to the A, A, Com
pany's No. 2 pit, which is down 1(}2J feet to the floor of the seam. In this shaft they had 28 feet rock over the seam. 
The balance was clay and sand, very much like the formation of the Maryville cover. In this colliery they have in many 
places taken out not only tho top coal, but also the pillars, and have brought on very extensive creeps, showing for many 
acres in extent on the surface, and doing no material damage below, as I am aware of, either hy water influx or anything 
else, I maintain that the Maryville Colliery is now working a similar formation as tlie A. A. Co. In every bore that I 
have put down in this district where there lias been a sand and clay formation on the surface I have always found the clay 
very hard and dry until 1 am through the clay. _ Then I have met a bed of gravel, varying from G inches to 2 feet 6 inches. 
This I found troublesome, and full of water. It is from this gravel hod under the body of clay that have ever given us any 
trouble at Maryville. Bnt it will soon drain off perfectly dry. In crossing this washout on the north-west side of Mary
ville workings we had this wash or gravel bed for many yards, which let off a great quantity of water, But it is now 
neatly all drained off, so I do not think there is the slightest cause for alarm at Maryville ; but, at the same time, wc will 
take every precaution possible to avoid the possibility of an accident.

I am, &c.,
HENRY HARPER.

The Examiner of Coal-fields to The Manager, Stockton Colliery.
Sh, . ' : Coal-fields Office, Newcastle, 7 August, 1S86.

. Referring to my inspection of the Stockton Colliery on 5th instant, along with yourself and the Inspector of 
Collier ics, w hen we measured the width of some bords and pillars, and found them not to be as shown on the plan of the 
workings, I have to requ cat that an aceu rate plan be made as early ns practicable, showing, as near as possible, the coal which 
has been extracted, and the coal loft for the support of tho roof. As it is absolutely necessary in a mine situated as the 
Stockton Colliery is (as Mr, Dixon says in his notification to yon) that when tho bords are driven an excessive width, and 
the pillars thereby thinned, the colliery plan should show it, so that when an inspection is made the Inspector may bo 
hotter able to form an opinion with respect to any probable danger from the roof falling in, and whether it is likely that it 
might lead to a flooding of the mine, and consequent loss of life.

I have, &o.,
JOHN MACKENZIE,

Examiner of Coal-fields.

J. Evans Esq., to The Examiner of Coal-fields.
Dear Sir, The Stockton Colliery, Newcastle, fi August, 18SG.

A our letter dated 7th August to hand, and I note what you say re preparing a plan showing the exact amount 
of coal extracted, and the pillars that arc left to support roof. Considering the small scale colliery plans arc usually 
made on, viz., 2 chains to tho inch, I consider my present plan practically correct; but, to meet your views, I will prepare 
a plan on a scale of 1 drain to the inch, wliicb will show with more accuracy the exact state of the mine, the coal that is 
worked and left.

. To do this will necessitate considerable time, so I shall have to re-survey the whole mine, and I cannot promise to 
get it done nnder a period of six weeks, I am, &c.,

JOHN EVANS.

Opinion r/y 25 Tic. Ko. 20.
Tim question submitted for my opinion is one which is not entiiely free from doubt, hut upon a very careful consideration 
of section 12 rule Ao. 1 and section 25 of the Act, 1 have come to the conclusion that tho making of a second shaft, under 
the circumstances referred to, is a proceeding for which “provision” or 11 rule” is already made by section 12 rule No. 1.
_ Tho second shaft would be in this case only necessary as a means of enabling persons to escape from accident which 
is not at present " threatening” or tending to bodilg injury of any persons, and which may never happen, I think therefore 
the colliery proprietors may claim the protection of the 12th section, and defer the making of the second shaft until the 
expiration of the eighteen months. '
12 March, 1S8G. J, H. WANT,

Attorney-General.

SECTION OF BORES TUT DOWN IN DISTRICT EMBRACED IN REPORT,

No. 1.—"Wnratali Staiths, on Hunter Kivcr,
Section of Strain bored, tbrougli by Dmmcmd Bock Drill for tho "Waratah Coal Company, on their property

at Port Waratah, near Newcastle.

Sand..........................................................
Yellow and white clay ...........................
Soft sandstone...........................................

Core lost ...........................................
Sandstone (harder)..................................

Core lost ............................................
Very fine bluisii sandstone .....................

Core lost ............................................
Very fine bluish sandstone ......................

Core lost ...........................................
Very fine bluish sandstone......................

Core lost..............................................
Very fine bluish sandstone........................

Core lost ...........................................
Very fine bluish sandstone ..................
Light red sandstone ...............................

Core lost ...........................................
Sandstone with light blue shale partings

Core lost ...........................................
Sandstone and shale partings .................

Core lost ...........................................
Sandstone, blue shale partings ............

Core lost ......................................
Bluish sandstone, shale partings.............
Blue shale.................................................

Core lost ............................................

Strata. Core lost.
ft jn,
45 0
3!) 0

ft. in. ft. in.

1 0
6" i

0 Si
0 s

I 1CA o’ (j
6 9*

1
b"?

2 04
2

1 0
1 04
1 0 o”'54
s i

0 10
1 0

1 4i
b"s

0 114
1 4
0 14

0 7
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Ko. 1—continued.

Blue shale .............................................................................
Sandstone full of shale partings...........................................
Sandstone with shale partings ...........................................

Core lost .........................................................................
Sandstone full of shale partings ...........................................

Coro lost .........................................................................
Sandstone full of shale partings ...........................................

Core lost .........................................................................
Shale with sandstone partings...............................................

Coro lost ........................................................................
Shale and sandstone in partings...........................................

Core lost .........................................................................
Bluish sandy shale..... .........................................................

Core lost ................ .......................................................
Blue shale with occasional partings ....................................
Blue shale .............................................................................
Reddish shale.........................................................................
Blue shale .............................................................................

Core lost ..................................... ...................................
Blue shale................................................................................

Core lost .............. ..........................................................
Blue shale................................................................................

Core lost .........................................................................
Blue shale...............................................................................

Core lost .........................................................................
Blue shale................................................................................

Core lost .........................................................................
Blue shale.......................................................................... .

Core lost .......................................................................
Blue shale..............................................................................

Core lost .........................................................................
Blue shale................................................................................

Core lost .........................................................................
Blue shale................................................................................

Core lost .........................................................................
Blue shale...............................................................................

Core lost .........................................................................
Blue shale with yellow partings...........................................

Core lost ...... .................................................................
Blue shale.................................................................. .............

Core lost .................................. .....................................
Blue shale................................................................................

Core lost .........................................................................
Blue shale... ............................................................................

Cora lost .........................................................................
Blue shale................................................................................

Core lost .........................................................................
.Shale and sandstone ..............................................................
.Sandstone with a little shale ...............................................
Very fine conglomerate..........................................................
Shale and sandstone in layers .............................................

Core lost .........................................................................
Sandstone with a little shale ...............................................
Blue shale ...........................................................................
Sandstone and shale ..............................................................
Sandstone with few bands shale...........................................
Shale with hands sandstone .................................................
Shale and sandstone layers ...................................................
Blue shale................................................................................
Shale and sandstone in layers...............................................

Core lost ........................................................................
Bine conglomerate.................................................................
Blue shale................................................................................
Coal ........................................................................................
Coro lost ................................................................................
Coal ........................................................................................
Sandstone................................................................................
Shalo and sandstone ..............................................................
Blue shale and sandstone......................................................
Blue shale................................................................................
Light brown sandstone..........................................................
Blue shale with fossils ..........................................................
Core lost ................................................................................
Blue shale and sandstone......................................................
Core lost ...............................................................................
Sandstone with little shale ...................................................
Core lost .................................................................................
Grey sandstone .....................................................................
Core lost ................................................................................
Coarse grey sandstone ..........................................................
Sandstone with little shale ...................................................
G rey sandstone .....................................................................
Core lost ................................................................................
Grey sandstone with shale ...................................................
Grey sandstone .....................................................................
Core lost ................................................................................
Coarse grey sandstone ..........................................................
Sandstone and shale in layers...............................................
Core lost ...............................................................................
Shaly sandstone....................................................................
Coro lost ................................................................................
Grey sandstone .........................■...........................................
Shaly sandstone........ ...........................................................
(Boy sandstone ............... .....................................................

Strata. Coro lost.
ft, in. ft, hi. (t. in.
o os
3 10f
1 0

0 4
0 8

o 74O
D

O

o 34
i i

6 6
0 8i

0 44
0 4|

0 6
22 10

1 0
0 3

12 10£
o e

5 4$
0 9

0 6
1 0

6 1
0 54

11 84
0 10

1 84
0 64

0 84 6 "54
0 3

0 8
3 9

0 7
i 04

0 5
2 84 6 44
2 104

0 5
0 94

0 74
9 4

1 44
i ii

0 74
0 54
o 104
0 24
1 44

0 7
6 9

11 0
1 2
4 7
0 8
6 7
8 0
1 7

0 5
0 5
1 0 255 5
2 0

0 6
0 6S
2 4*
3 5
1 7
2 5
1 4
0 8

0 3
1 2

0 10
2 0

0 4
i o

0 5
0 6
1 2
0 84

0 74
0 7
0 8

0 8
0 6
3 74

0 64
o 94

0 84
1 10
0 8
1 1 289 1
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No. 1—continued.

Coal ....................................
Core lost ............................
Coal ....................................
Cherty stale........................
Core lost ............................
Very fine sandstone .........
Core lost .............................
Fine sandstone .................
Core lost ...........................
Fine hard white sandstone
Core lost ........... ................
Fine sandstone .................
Cherty sandstone .............
Chert....................................
Cherty sandstone .............
Core lost .............................
Chert,..................................

Strata Core lost]
ft, in. ft. in. ft. in.J
0 21

0 5o i
0 Si

0 96 7
0 6b s
b ib

0 o
1 21

1 9i
0 10
2 2
0 61

0 SA
1 9

Total................................................. 271 7

Total................................................. 303 0

31 5

No. 2 Borehole.—Ferndale Estate.
ft. in.

Sand..................................................................................................................................  29 9
Rotten rock...............................................................   4 o
Conglomerate...............  28 0
Brown soft sandstone ...................................................................................................  1 0
Brown sandstone mixed with clay................................................................................ 2 3
.Shaly sandstone.....................................   10 0
Brown soft sandstone ...................................................................................................  0 7J
Shaly sandstone..................................................   9 ij
Shaly clay dark........................................................................   8 i'
Coal .................................................................................................................................. 0 3
Grey sandstone ........................................................    25 0
Clay parting...... .....................................   0 1
Grey sandstone ............................................................................................................... g 0
Clay parting ..................................................   0 1
Grey sandstone ............................................................................................................... 1 o
Shaly sandstone and post bands.................................................................................... 57 6

180 0

Bore No. 3.—Ferndale. 
In East Swamp, M on plan.

Loose sand .... 
Conglomerate .
Clay ...............
Coal ................
Soft band...... .
Coal ...............
Grey sandstone

ft, in, 
52 0 
43 6 
0 2 
1 0
0 5 
3 8
1 3

Total depth .................. 107 0

No. 4.—Ferndale.

To N and E above high-water-mark.
ft. in.

Surface.........................................   1 0
Conglomerate ................................................................................................................... 48 3
Shaly sandstone ...................................................................................................   5 0
Conglomerate ................................................................................................................... 11 0
Shaly sandstone...............................................................................................................  22 0
Shaly clay ....................................................................................................................... 9 0
Coal .................................................................................................................................. 1 10
Coal and dirt ................................................................................................................... 0 9
Coal ......................................................   3 2
Grey sandstone ........       0 G

Total depth .................. 103 0

Bore No. 5.—Ferndale.

In centre of flat, north-cast of pumping-pit.
ft. in.

Loose sand ....................................................................................................................... 61 0
Conglomerate ................................................................................................................... 22 0
Soft bed with gravel .................................................................     0 6
Shaly clay .............................................................................................................   14 6
Randy shale....................................................................................................................... 13 6
Coal ......................................................................................................................   0 9
Clay hand ...........................................................................................................................  1 3
Coal .................................................................................................................................... O 8
Clay band............................................................................................................................. 1 9
Coal ................................................................................................................................... 3 3
Grey sandstone ................................................................................................................. 0 4

Total depth 119 G
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Boke No, 6.—Ferndale.
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Ju cast swamp, contiguous to road to Smelting Works.

CI.-■iys

Coal

Shaly sandstone
Shale ...............
Coal ..................

Bore No. 7.

At pumping-shaft,

Brown clay .
Coal ...........
White shale.

Shaly sandstone 
Conglomerate ... 
Clay ..................

Coal

Soft coal

Coal ..................
Grey sandstone

Total depth .................. Ill

Bore No. 8.—Ferndale.

South of pumping-shaft, marked 0 on plan.

Clay, bed ... 
Oonglomerai 
Dark shale

Coal

Total

Bore No 9.—Ferndale.

Loose sand .
Clay ..........
Smut.............
Sandy shale. 
Brown clay .
Coal ............
Coal and claj
Coal ............
Shaly clay, v
Coal ............
Clay band....
Coal ............
Clay band ...
Coal ............
Grey post....

fc in.
0
0
0
3
G
2
G
0
G
8
0
9
9

..148 0

ft in.
0
9
9
4
4
5
G
G
G

. 20 0
3
G

10
G
8
3

, 0 G
.111 7

ft. in.
0
0
G
0
0
0
0
3
7

.Ill 4

pumpin
ft. in.

0
0
3
7
3
8
5

4 4
3
4
7
7
4
8

. 0 G

167

Total .140 9
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Boke No. 10.—Berndale,

Near I'iglie’s Bridge, soutli of Eobinson’s colliery.

ROTM. COMMISSION ON COLLIEBIES—APPENDIX.

ft. in.
Depth of shaft................................................................................................................... 0-2 0
Wore commenced.
Conglomerate ..................................................................................................................  UK 0
Shale.................................................................................................................................... fi 0
Soft coal ............................................................................................................................. 1 (J
Coal ....................................................................................................................................  3 0
Shale, with coal bands ..................................................................................................... 3 0
Coal .................................................................................................................................... 2 7
Grey sandstone ................................................................................................................. 0 C

Total .................. 100 7

Bore No. II.

Section of Bore, Maryville Colliery, west side of shaft.
ft. in.

Clay soil .......................................................................................................................... 2 0
Sand................................................................................................................................... IS 0
Clay, very hard and strong.............................................................................................103 0
Soft black smut ............................................................................................................... 0 10
Coal, strong.....................................  3 4

Total ..................127 2

Bore No. 12.

Section of Bore put down on the Sincadinorc Estate, north 35 degrees west of shaft.

Sand ...........................................
Strong stiff clay.......................
Soft sandstone........... ’...............
Hard conglomerated rock .....
Fireclay hand.......................
Dark grey sandstone ..............
Brown fireclay with coal pipes
Coal with clutter bands ........
Band of fireclay.....................
Coal, good ...............................

Total

ft. in. 
26 0 
54 0 
4 3 

30 1 
0 U
0 If
1 2 
3 1 
1 4 
3 7

124 21

Bore No. 13.

Copy of Bore at "Wickham, near Hudson Bros.
ft. in.

Sand.................................................................................................................................... 27 0
Clay .................................  100 O
Conglomerate ................................................................................................................... 3 0
Sandy clay ....................................................................................................................... 5 5
Coal aud dirt .................................................................................................................. 1 11
Clean coal...........................................................................................................................  7 11
Soft hand or jerry............................................................................................................ 0 6
Clean coal....................................................   5 1

Total .................. 150 10

Bore No. 14.

Bore No. 1, on Mr. Hangar’s ground, near the junction of the G.N.B.

Sand ..............................................
Clay ......................................... .
Pipeclay ........................................
Dark shaly clay ............................
Grey shaly clay ............................
Smutty coal....................................
Dark shaly clay with hard hands 
Post ...............................................

ft.
20
18
4

IS
57

0
25
0

• VI«
0
0
0
8
0
4
8
4

144 0Total



1039

Boke No. 15.

Boro No. 2, on Mr. Hangar’s Estate, near tlie A. A. Co.’s boundary at tlie creek.

EOYAL COMMISSION ON COLLIERIES—APPEND EE.

ft, in.
Clay ................................................................................................................................... (> 0
Sand ................................................................................................................................... ^ 0
Clay .................................................................................................................................  31 0
Sand ................................................................................................................................... 1 6
Red sandstone, soft ........................................................................................................ 6 0
White sandstone, soft .................................................................................................... 8 0
Grey shaly sandstone ....................................................................................................  Id 0
Shaly clay . . ..................................................................................................................  10 0
Shaly sandstone................................................................................................................ 30 0
Pipeclay ............................................................   1 0
Dark shaly clay ..................................................................................................................32 0
Post band.........................................................................................................................  0 G
Dark shaly clay .............................................................................   13 4
Grey post..........................................................................................  0 2

Total .................. 157 0

A List of the Bores on the Eerndale Estate. 

Bobe A.

Sand ..................................................
Rotten rock.......................................
Conglomerate...................................
Brown sandstone, soft ..................
Brown sandstone, mixed with clay,
Shaly sandstone ...............................
Brown sandstone, soft ......... ..........
Shaly sandstone...............................
Shaly clay, dark...............................
Coal ..................................................
Grey sandstone ...............................
Clay parting.....................................
Grey sandstone ..............................
Clay parting ...................................
Grey sandstone ..............................
Shaly sandstone with post bands .

Total

ft. in, 
.. 2D 9 
. 4 0 
. 28 0 

.. 1 0 
.23 

.. 10 0 

.. 0 7i 

.. 9 4* 

.. 8 1 

.,0 3 

.. 25 0 

.. 0 1 

..3 0 

.. 0 1 
. 1 0 
. 57 0

ISO 0

Bobe B, at Gravel Quarry.

Shaly sandstone. 
Conglomerate ....
Brown clay........
Coal ..................
White shaly clay 
Conglomerate .... 
Shaly sandstone.. 
Conglomerate ....
Olay ..................
Conglomerate .... 
Dark shaly clay ,
Coal ...................
Brown clay ........
Soft coal ............
White clay ........
Coal ....................
Grey sandstone ,

ft.
i)

42
0
0
0
2
1

20
0

20
5
1
1
0
0
3
0

in.
0
9 
9 
4
4
5
6 
G 
6 
0 
3 
6

10 
6 
8 
3 
G

Total .................Ill 7

Bobe C.

200 yards north of Gravel Quarry.
ft. in.

Surface............................................................................................................................... 1 0
Conglomerate...................................................................................................................  4$ 0
Shaly sandstone...............................................................................................................   5 4
Conglomerate ................................................................................................................... 8 0
Shaly sandstone...............................................................................................................  17 0
Shaly clay .......................................................................................................................  15 9
Coal, soft........................................................................................................................... 2 10
Band................................................................................................................................... 0 9
Coal ................................................................................................................................... 3 0
Grey sandstone .............   9 4

Total ................. 102 0

169

991—Y
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Boee D.

Mr. Spark’s well.

Coal, soft...
Coal ..........
Shaly hand 
Coal ..........

Total

No. 16.

now Wickham & Bullock Island Co.’s Leasehold.

Sand

Chert rock, hard.

Blue clay (slippery faces)..

Clayey sandstone
Conglomerate.....
Soft sandstone.....
Sandstone.............
Coat ......................

White indurated clay
Bituminous coal.........
Hard grey sandstone..

Total thickness

No. 17 Bore.

Junction of Maitland and Wickham Roads (Dangar’s lands).

Smut.

Shale................................
Sandstone............... .......
Hard post band ............

Sandstone................
Hard post band .....

Sandstone 
Shale.........

Shale...............
Smut and dirt..

Coal 
Clay 1 
Coal

Coal ..........
Hard band
Coal.........
Black band 
Coal ..........

ft. in.
. 34 0
. 50 8
. 5 0
. 1 6
. 3 0
. 3 0
. 2 7
. 0 5

.100 0

Ml■. Pel

ft. in.
, 40 0
. 3 0
. 42 0
. 0 9
. 15 2

2 6
. 8 0
. 3 6
. 4 G
. 0 0
, 8 0
. 3 0
. 2 0
. 3 0

2 3
. 0 (i
. 1 0
. 8 3

1 0
. 12 0
. 1 2
. 0 5
. 4 4

0 Oi
. 4 2

172 0i

ft. in.
. 44 0
. 42 0
. 3 0
, 39 0
. 8 0
. 30 0
. 1 G
. 0 0
. 1 G
. 6 0
. 0 9
. 9 0
. 1 6
. 12 0
. 0 G
, 10 0
. 2 O
. 10 0
. 4 G
, 0 3
. 1 101
. 2 6*
. 0 1
. 3 O
. 0 1

54
. 0 1
. 1 0
. 0 9
. 4 91

.250 G2
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No. 18, A.A. Co.

An account of strata passed through in No. 7 Borehole, on the A. A. Company’s Newcastle property, 
situate in lot 43, sec. B, near Woods Brewery ; bored by W. Steel, December 1877.

.Sand...................................
Olay blue ...........................
Oyster-sheila .....................
Clay', various colours........
Ratul and pebbles ..........
Clay, of various colours .
Caravel, atone ...................
Soft post and eoal threads 
1 lard post...........................

ft, in. 
5fi 0 
30 0 
0 9 

37 0r> o
Hi 4 
2 0 
2 0 
2 11|

Total.................. 152 0|

Bore No. 19, A.A. Co.

An account of strata passed through in No. 10 Borehole, on tho A. A. Company’s Newcastle property, 
between the Gas-works and duffer pit; bored by W. A. Steel, July, 1880,

Surface 1G’41 ft. above high-water mark.

Surface sand ...................................
Clay of various colours...................
Oravcl and large stones..................
Clay, mixed pebbles, and stones ....
Post conglomerate ...........................
Post and slate girdles ....................
Post, hard...........................................
Crusted post ribbed with ironstone 
Post and slate girdles..... .................
Coal and bands .............. ................
Post, very hard ...............................

ft. in. 
.. 55 0 
.. 42 0 
..8 0 
... 28 7 
... 4 0 
... 9 8| 
... 19 5J 
... 18 5| 
... 13 11 
J 3 li 
I 19 7i 
... 1 14

223 0

Bore No. 20, A.A. Co.

An account of strata passed through in No. 2 Borehole, on the A.A, Company’s Newcastle property, near
No. 2 pit.

Surface 13‘94 ft, above high-water mark.
ft. in.

Sand................................................................................................................................... 28 0
Slate-coloured clay..........................................................................................   2 fi
Sand......... .......................................................................    10 0
Clay .....................................................................................................   11 0
Clay .......   28 6
Coal smut, with blue clay slate forming with coal pipes .......................................... 15 0
Blue slate.................................       10 3
Chert bed...............       0 14
Blue slate and post girdles ...............................    5 G
Post and slate girdles ...........................   14 0
Grey post......................................     0 5
Post and slate girdles..........................................................................................   6 3
Grey post ........................................................................................................................... 0 9J
Post and slate girdles........................................................................................................ 5 34
Grey post.......................................................................................................   1 94
Post and slate girdles................................................................................................    1 6
Grey post......... ................................................................................................................. 6 G
Blue slate.............................................................................................   1 4
Grey post (shelly) ............................     2 9
Ironstone..............................................     0 5?
Grey post (shelly) .................         4 3
Crusted grey post .............     1 14
Blue slate...............................................................................................   2 0|
Crusted grey post ............................................................................................................ 2 74
Post and slate girdles .........................     1 4
Post ribbed ironstone...........................................................................................   1 94
Post and slate girdles .................................................................................................... 2 3
Conglomerate sand and pebbles ....................................................................................  3 10
Blue slate with several small beds of ironstone, post, and chert rock...................... G 1J
Slate ironstone...................................................................................................................  4 4|
Coal smut..................................................................................................   0 G|
Slate................................................................................................................................... 0 5
Coal smut...................   0 8J
Coal and bands ................................................................................................................ 17 0|

Total........................... 201 0J
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Bore No. 21, A. A. Co.

An account of strata passed through in No, 5 Borehole, on the A.A. Company’s Newcastle property,
near Bellingham.

Surface 15'21 feet above high-watermark.
ft. in.

Surface sand and several gravel-beds............................................................   30 C
Black clay mixed with pebbles .................................................................................... 10 G
Glay of various colours.................................................................   23 1
Soft eoal ............................   1 8
Blue slate......................................................................................................................... 2 G
Soft post .........................................................       1 G
Blue slate......................................................................................................................... 3 G
Grey post.................. ....................................................................................................... 1 10
Blue state ..............................................   4 G
Grey post..........................................................................................................................  2
Blue slate .............................................................   3 74
Post and slate girdles ...................................................................................................  2 4J
Post, grey..............................   2 04
Blue Sate........................................................................................   2 S|
Grey post............................................................................................................................ 4 44
Grey post and slate girdles ...... ...............................................   7 10j
Ironstone band ......................................................................     0 Oif
Grey post.............................................................   0 G
Ironstone band ............................................................................................................... 0 14
Grey post ...............................................................................................   3 4}
Ironstone band ..................................................................................................  0 14
Post and threads of ironstone........................................................................................ 3 2j
Post .................................................................................................................................. 2 14
Post and slate girdles ...................................................................................................  4 7
Slate.................................................................................................................................. 1 3J
Post and slate girdles ...................................................................  5 G4
Slate.................................................................................................................................. 1 51
Grey post ....................................................................................................................... 0 ft
Slate and post girdles ...................................................................................................  10 8
Post grey..........................................................................................................................  1 8
Ironstone.................................   0 2
Post and slate girdles ..................................................   8 Gif
Ironstone.......................................................................................................................... 0 G
Bluo slate ......................          7 32
Ironstone..........................................................................................................................  0 1
Slate aud post girdles ..................................................................................................  1 3
Ironstone.................................   0 12
Post and slate girdles....................................................................................................... 3 104
Dark slate ..................................................................................................................... 1 0"
Grey post..... ...................................................................................................................  4 102
Slate and post girdles ................................................................................................... 1 84
Slate, blue ...................................................................................................................... 3 0
Slate and post girdles ................................................................................................... 3 3}
Ironstone..................................     0 li
Blue slate.......................................................................................................................... 3 l|
Ironstone band ............................................................................................................... O 2
Blue slate.......................................................................................................................... 2 1J
Ironstone......................................................   0 G
.Slate crown .....................................................................................................................  1 02
Smut and clay ..... ......................................................................................................... 0 102
Fireclay .......................................................................................................................... 1 0
Coarse coal ......................................................................................................................  0 G
Coarse eoal clay partings ......................................................................   0 G
Fireclay ..........................................................................................................................  0 GJ
Coal and bands ...............................................................................................   16 5|
Post .................................................................................................  0 G

Total.................. 208 10i

Bore No. 22, AA. Co.

An account of strata passed through in No, 12 Borehole, situated near B pit, on A.A. Company’s Newcastle 
Estate ; bored by \V. A. Steel, February, 1884, to February, 1885.

Surface 43'36 feet above high-water mark.

Surface clay..........................................
Soft post ...............................................
Black slate and coal pipes ................
Coal, rather coarse................................
Coal, coarse and slaty ........................
Coal, clean ......... ................. ................
Slate band ...........................................
Coal, clean ..........................................
Slate and post......................................
Post aud ironstone band ....................
Post and slate girdles ........................
Post and ironstone bands....................
Slate .......................................................
Black slate and coal pipes....................
Coal and stone band f-in. thick.........
Fireclay ...............................................
Post with pebbles ................................
Post and ironstone-bods and ribs.,,.
Post, grey ..........................................
Slate ......................................................
Coal ...................... .............................. .
Slate ......................................................
Post, grey ...........................................

ft. in.
16 G
11 G

1 34
2 102
7 04
1 82
0 4i
2 34
G G4

14 U
3 02

12 7i
8 04
0 8
3 0
0 G

10 10.4
17 74

1 94
4 104
1 «i
2 Hi
5 5
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Boee Ko. 22—continued.
ft. in.

Slate................................................................................................................................... 2 9
Post, grey........................................................................................................................... 0 IIJ
Slate . ............................................................................................................................. 0 7±
Post (grey) and slate....................... ...............................................................................  31 H
Post, gvey, very hard........................................................................................................ 7 6^
Post and slate girdles .................................................................................................... 20 10,^
Post, hard, grey...............................................................................................................  12 1
Post and slate girdles .................................................................................................... 2 11J
Post, grey, hard...................................................     3 3J
Post and slate......................................   3 6^
Post, grey, hard...............................................................................................................  10 9J
Slate and post hands ................................................................     12 Oi
Coaly slate and fireclay ................................................................................................. 3 4J
Coal and hands .......................................................   18 8}

Total.................. 270 34

Boee No. 23, A.A. Co.

An account of strata passed through in No. 9 Borehole, on tho A.A. Company’s
tlie Gas-works ; bored by W. A. Steel, May, 1SS0. 

Surface 17'30 feet above high-water mark,
Surface sand .....................
Clay of various colours .....
Clay and pebbles.................
Slate (forming) .................
Coal ....................................
Fireclay .............................
Soft post ............................
Slate and post girdles.........
Post ...................................
Slate and post girdles .. .
Post ....................................
Slate and post girdles.........
Post and slate girdles.........
Post ....................................
Post with pebbles .............
Brown slate and eoal pipes
Fireclay ............................
Brown slate and coal pipes
Coal and slate bands.........
Coal and bands .................
Post ....................................

Newcastle property, near

ft. in, 
50 0 
30 0 
20 O 

5 0
1 7i
0 4
4 G 

44 5i
3 0 

12 Gi 
0 7i
5 2J 
5 5

22 9 
19 1U 

S 34 
0 5 
3 GJo e

is iij
2 4A

Total 254 9|

Bore No. 24, A.A. Co.

An account of strata passed through in No. 8 Borehole, on tho A.A. Company’s 
situate in the north-east corner of said property, near their Newcastle oilice; 
completed, January, 1880,

Surface 3'5G ft, above high-water mark.

Newcastle property, 
bored by W. Steel;

Surface sand...................................
Clay and pebbles...........................
Soft post ....................................... .
Bine slate............................ ...........
Hard black slate............................
Bine slate........................................
Coarse coal ...................................
Coal ................................................
Stone band ....................................
Coal ................................................
Fireclay ........................................
Grey post............................... ........
Post and slate girdles .................
Slate with fossil leaves.................
Coal ................................................
Brown slate with fossil leaves.....
Grey post...... ................................
Post and slate girdles.....................
Fireclay ......................................
Grey post.............. .........................
Grey post and slate girdles .........
Grey post.............. ........................
Grey post and slate girdles .........
Grey post.......................................
Grey post and slate girdles ........
Grey post........................................
Grey post and slate girdles .........
Grey post........................................
G rey post and slate girdles .........
Grey post with ironstone girdles..
Grey post and slate girdles .........
Brown coaly slate ........................
Coal and bands ............................
Hard grey post ............................

ft. in. 
20 0 
33 0 

7 114 
2 04 
i 04 o Hi
0 o
1 34 
0 02 
1 8
0 7 

23 8 
13 4

1 Gi 
1 Gi 
3 10 
3 0J 
1 Si
0 10i 
7 04

40 7 
13 2i 
5 8i
1 10i
2 8
3 104 
2 94

10 3
4 0 

37 8i
2 14 
2 3i 

22 2§ 
0 4

Total. .275 3i
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Bore No, 25, A.A. Co.
An account of strata passed through in No. 4 Borehole, on the A.A. Company's Newcastle property, near

the JT pit.

Surface 71'4G ft. above JiLgh-watcr mark.

Surface saixl .............;.............
Kandy loam of various colours ..
Coal smut.....................................
5 cry stiff1 clay of various colours
Clay and pebbles .....................
Coal smut ..........  ......................
Clean eoal......................................
Clean coal and 4 band ...............
Clean coal ...................................
Slate of various colours...............
Slate and post girdles ...............
Blue post.......................................
Blue elate.......................................
Clean coal......................................
Slate ..............................................
Grey post.......................................
Grey post and slate ...................
Slate aud post beds ............. .
Ironstone.......................................
Coaly slate ...................................
Blue post.......................................
Slate with fossils .......................
Grey post and slate girdles ........
G rey post and ironstone ............
Hard grey post ...........................
Blue slate.......................................
Ironstone .......................................
Blue post and slate girdles ........
Grey post and pebbles ................
Grey post and slate girdles .......
Blue post .......................................
Post and slate girdles...................
Grey post.......................................
Blue slate......................................
Grey post.......................................
Ironstone .......................................
Hard grey post ...........................
Blue slate.......................................
Grey post.......................................
Ironstone .......................................
Grey post.......... ...........................
Blue state.,...................................
Brown slate...................................
Coaly slate ...................................
Coal, coarse...................................
Slate, wine-coloured ...................
Slate mixed with coal pipes........
Coal (no sample)...........................
Coal and bands ......................
Grey post.......................................

ft. in. 
10 0 
30 0 

2 0 
20 6 
12 0 

1 0 
0 G
0 54
0 10i 
4 11

12 4J 
C 21 
9 5
1 7
3 4j
4
2 Oi
3 3 o 14 
0 Si
0 71 
2 21
2 Si
3 10
1 Oi
2 G 
0 1 
i n

10 92
3 3f
5 4
8 52 
5 42 
1 44
4 34 
0 02

16 9J 
0 9

12 10
0 34

17 51
9 11
1 81 
1 Gi 
1 0
0 5
5 9
1 72

13 1 
0 22

Total, .263 54

Bore No. 26, A.A. Co.

An account of strata passed through in No. 1 Borehole, on the A.A. Company’s Newcastle property.
Surface G'71 ft. above high-water mark.

Blue sandstone ............................................................................................................... 2
Ironstone hand ................................................................................ i.'.'".'""""!!,0
Blue sandstone ........................................................................................................   4
Ironstone band ...................................................................................................................0
Blue sandstone ...........................................................  5
Ironstone band ........................................................................................    q
Blue sandstone ............................................................................................................... g
Soft brown coaly shale ..........................................     4
Clean coal........................................................................................................................... ]
Blue slate with coal pipings............................................................................. !.!..!"!!. 2
Blue post.................................................................................................................1
Blue slate.................................................................................. " 1

in.
0
51
0
44
0
Gi
0"
71
Gi
9“
li
4

Blue post..............................................................................................................................3 u
Blue slate.......................................................................................................................... 1 Q
Blue post......................................................    1 Oi
Blue slate............................................................................................. I.".!!"".”!!!!!!!." 0 54
Blue post...................................................................... .....I!.!.!"!"!”""!"!""!"""!", o 7
Blue slate..................................................................................................................... ' ^ j gj
Blue post............................................................................................................................... 1 3
Blue slate........................................................................   2 01
5!«ep<>st............................................... i..!;'""!"""""";;””!;"!””"""";;'"""""; i si
Blue slate with threads of ironstone...................   5 44
Ironstone........................................................................................................................... g
Blue slate with hard post girdles .............................................................   1 3
Bine post.............................................................  c 74
Ironstone.................................................. ................. 0 8J
Blue post...............................................................................................................................0 64
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Bore Wo, 26—continued.

Hard blue slate .................................
Ironstone ...........................................
Hard blue slate ................................
Blue post............................................
Blue slate with post girdles ............
Blue post ............................................
White chert ....................................
Grey post............................................
Blue post with threads of ironstone
Ironstone........................ ...................
Grey post with small pebbles .........
Ironstone............................................
Crusty grey post................................
Soft grey post....................................
Grey post (hard)................................
Grey post and slate girdles .............
Grey post with ironstone ribs ........
Coarse grey post with pebbles.........
Black slate band................................
Grey post and slate girdles .............
Shelly post ........................................
Blue slate............................................
Soft black dant ...............................
Clean coal.............. .............................
Blue clay............................................
Coarse slaty coal ............................
Soft black dant ................................
Coarse slaty coal................................
Clean coal............................................
Blade smut ........................................
Clean coal ........................................
Slate and coal pipes .......................
Smut ...................................................
Blue slate............................................
Clay ....................................................
Coal and bands ................................
Splint coal ........................................
Blue slate............................................
Host ....................................................

ft.
.. 0 
.. 0 
.. 2 

! I
. 3 
. 2 

0
, 1 
. 4 
. 0 
. 6 
. 0 
. 3 
. 9 
. 6 
. 19 
. 7 
. 12 
. 0 
. 1 
. 0 . s 
. 2 

0
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 0 
. 1 
. 0 
. 14 
. 0 
, 4 
. 0

in.
6*
31
7i
01
5
4
G

111
H±

71
61
GS
7*
01
91
84
24
J4
04
2
5 
9
6 
411 
2
a*
7
44
24
2
84
5
14
35
14 
31
15
7

Total, 177 104

Bore No. 27.

At No. 2 pit, the following appeal’s to answer your inquiries :—
ft. in.

Sand and clay............................................................................................................... 99 0
Stone of various kinds................................................................................................ 27 0
Grey shale .........................................   24 0
Coal ............................................................................................................................... 9 6

159 6

Bore No. 28. '

Account of strata sunk through at the A pit, Burwood Coal-mining Company (Limited), furnished by Mr,

Black soil............... ....................................................................................................... 1 o
Gravel clay ........................................... ...................................................................... 23 6
Clay mixed with boulders............................................................................................ ]0 0
Grey sandstone ....................................................................... ................................... 1 0
Dirty coal mixed with black stone..................................................... ...................... 3 3
Soft sandstone with conglomerate girdles................................................................. 5 5
Hard groy sandstone .................................................................................................... 8 7
Coarse coal aud shale..................................................... .............................................. 3 0
Blue shale....................................................................................................................... 4 0
Hard blue shale .............................................................................   1 2
Grey post....................................................................................................................... 1 3
Bluo shale and girdles ................................................................................................ 21 11
Dark blue shale ............................................................................................................ G 0
Hard brown post with ironstone girdles ................................................................. 2 C
Blue metal ................................................................................................ 95ft. Cm. 2 0

Coal ............................................................................................................... 2 0
Baud............................................................................................................... 0 fi
Coal ............................................................................................................... 2 0
Band ............................................................................................................... 0 2
Coal ............................................................................................................... 0 G
Blue metal ................................................................................................... 1 8
Coal ............................................................................................................... 1 8
Black stone .................................................................................................... 1 8
Dirty coal.................................................................................... lift. Gin. 1 4

Blue metal with post girdles into ............................................................................ 13 0

120 0
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Bore No. 29.

Account of strata bored through with diamond rock drill at Flaggy Creek, near Glenrock Lagoon, 17th
March, 1881.

ft. in. ft. in.
Coarse conglomerate ............................................................................................... 42 0
Blue shale (with impressions) ................................................................................ 3 0
Sandstone with a little shale ..............................................................   9 0
Sandstone and chert ............................................................................................... 10 0
Indurated clay ................................................................   1 0
Coal (Burwood seam?)....................................................................  6ft. to 6 9 .......
Sandstone with chert aud shale (with impressions)............................................. 26 0
Blach shale mixed with coal ................... ............................................................ 2 10
Shale........................................................................................................................... 1 0
Sandstone and conglomerate.................................................................................... 5 0
Blue shale with black shale bands {full of impressions).................................... 33 0
Coal (dirty seam?) ...................................................................................................................
Blue shale (with impressions) ................................................................................ 13 0
Grey conglomerate and sandstone ............................................................    IS 0
Blue shale {with impressions) ................................................................................ 33 0
Coal (yard seam ?) ...................................................................................................................
Grey post and blue shale ....................................................................................... 77 0

Borehole seam—
Coal and shale bands.................................................................... I 0
Coal, good clean............................................................................ 3 2
Strong band.................................................................................. 0 1
Coal, good clean............................................................................ 3 S
Iron band.............   0 6
Coal, good ..................................   0 4
Baud .............................................................................................. 0 1
Coal, good clean............................................................................ 1 1
Band mixed with coal ................................................................. 1 6
Coal, good .................................................................................... 0 8J

----------- 12 11
Groy post and shalo .................................................................................... 46 0

334 51

Bore No. 30.

Tlie Newcastle Coal-imning Go mpauy (Limited).

Section of strata passed through in sinking B pit,

Bard yellow clay ........................................................................................
Yellow clay with a little sand mixture .....................................................
Soft clay with boulders...............................................................................
Coal, very soft...............................................................................................
Blue shale, soft ......... ..................................................................................
Blue shale, soft ..... ............ .........................................................................
Hard grey post ...................................................... .....................................
Blue shale.......................................................................................................
Hard grey post ............................................................................................
Blue shale.............................................................. ........................................
Hard grey post ............................................................................................
Blue metal, rather soft-...............................................................................
Grey post.......................................................................................................
Blue metal, rather hard................................................................................
Hark blue metal, mixed with sandstone hands .....................................
Coal ......................................... .....................................................................

ft. in,
30 0 
10 0
31 6 

1 6
11 0 
36‘ 5 
24 1 

1 6
3 6
5 8 
0 10 
7 6
6 5
4 7 
1 1 
1 3

Hark blue shale ..........
Coal top band..............
Coal, big tops .............
Bands ..........................
Coal, bottom lifts ......
Morgan..........................
Coal ..............................
Band.............................
Coal (little tops)..........
Jerry..............................
Coal bottom..,..............

Main seam 
coal 10 ft. S| hi. 

■hands, 1ft. lOJin.

12 ft. 7 in.

1 1 
2 10 
2 8£ 
0 1 
1 3 
0 6 
0 10
0 0i 
0 10
1 3
2 3

ft. in.
177 11

12 7

190 fi

Bore No. 31.

Section of present winding-shaft, Stockton.

Sand..........................................
Sand and clay ........................
Blue sand ...............................
Bed conglomerate....................
Grey conglomerate .................
Fireclay and blue shale mixed
Coal............................................
Baud ........................................
Coal............................................
Sandstone and blue freestone. 
Coal (clean) ...........................

ft. in. 
60 0 
2 0 
4 0 

24 0 
28 0 
10 9 
2 3 
0 3 
2 3 

49 0 
2 0
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Boee No. 31—continued.

Freestone ..........
Blue shale ............
Coal.......................
Band ....................
Coal.......................
Bluo shale ........
Coal with parting. 
Hard freestone ....

ft. in. 
130 0 
17 0 
2 6 
0 1 

12 6 
0 0 
9 6 

28 0

Total depth...................... 391 0

No. 32.—Diamond Drill.

Strata passed through at Stocktorij as near as could be ascertained, by the Diamond Drill.
2nd January, 1883.

ft. in.
Sand, coarse, with beds of shells................................................................. 58 6
Stiff blue clay ................................................................................................ 18 0
Coarse hard sand, comparatively dry ......................................................... 2 0
Loose conglomerate mixed with clay ......................................................... 10 1
Stiff clay of a yellowish hue..............................   3 0
Soft micaceous sandstone with small coal pipes ...................................... 10 0
Soft white rock like pipeclay ..................................................................... 0 11
Fine conglomerate of greyish colour .......................................................... 9 6
Shaly sandstone with clay bands .....................................   2 0
Fine conglomerate, light colour..................................................................... 3 6
Band of stiff white clay................................................................   2 9
Shaly sandstone, very soft, with a quantity of coal pipes ...................... 4 0
Fine clay............................................................................................................ 1 2
Coal, smuty, bad colour .........................   3 2

128 7
From tiffs depth to 328 feet is made up of strata as shown in bores and 200 0 

measures, 200 feet.
Deduct for waste, at the rate of about 8 per cent. ; tiffs high waste or 

loss of core is partially caused by the shale-beds being acted upon 
in the core-barrel by the hard grey and bluo pest.

The usual waste is about 6 per cent. --------
328 7

Coal with inch band................................................. ...................................... 13 0

341 7

JOHN OOGHLAN,
Proprietor, Australian Diamond Drill

v*

No. 33 Boee

Ad account of strata bored tbrougli near Stockton, in 1803, by tbe late Mr. Jonathan Dixon.
Quarter of a mile north of Patent Slip, and near Hunter Elver.

Dry sand.............. ..........................................
Blue clay ................... .....................................
Quicksand .....................................................
Bluo clay with shells ...................................
Running sand.................................................
Conglomerate with coal pipes......................
Grey metal .....................................................
Blue metal ............. .......................................
Grey metal and post............... ....................
Grey metal with strong post ......................
Blue metal with post......................................
Blue metal .....................................................
Grey post.........................................................
Blue metal .....................................................
Post girdle.......................................................
Blue metal with post.....................................
Brown post......................................................
Post with grey metal and coal pipes mixed.
Good coal.........................................................
Grey metal .....................................................
Post girdle .....................................................
Grey metal .....................................................
Blue metal mixed with post and coal pipes
Coal ................................................................
Band.................................................................
Coal .................................................................
Band, thickness to Stockton .....................
Coal ................................................................
Band........................ .......................................
Coal ......................................................... .......
Blue metal ......... ........................................

ft. in, 
..4 6 
... 4 0 
... 49 6 
... 82 0 
.40 

II 9 
..4 0 
.. 1 0 
.. 15 0 
..4 6 
.. 11 10 
.,3 2 
.. 2 1 
.. 6 1 
..0 6 
..4 1 
..0 8 
..4 8 
.. 1 3 
.. 7 3 
.. 0 2' 
,. 3 2 
. )0 5 
.. 0 Hi 
.. 0 6J 
.03 

.. 1 10 

.. 4 2i 
.. 0 04 
..4 3 
..0 6

Total depth..............  248 2
991—Z
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Ko. 34 Eoitu.
A litde further north, '

ft. in.
Dry sand...........................................................................................................  fi 0
Quicksand ..........  5y 0

Total depth..................  65 0

No. 35 Boee.

Still further north.
ft. in.

Dry sand .......................................................................................................... 14 g
Quicksand .................................................................................................  J4 7
Clay ................................................................................................................... 10 0

■ Total depth.................  99 1

No. 36 Boee.

Further north still.
ft, in.

Dry sand............................................................................................................. Ifi 0
Quicksand .......................................................................................................  07 fi
Blue clay............................................................................................................. fi3 fi
klixed loamy clay ...........................................................................................  4 0
Sand....................................................................................................................  13 0

Total depth..................  164 0

Section of No. 37 Boiikhole, '
About X mile from No, 1 Bore, and iu about the centre of the narrow strip of laud, 4 of a mile 

across from the Bluff, on the river-sido, to the sea.
ft, in.

Dry sand ...........................................................................................................  10 6
Quicksand ...................................................................................................... 90 6
Blue clay.............   2 0
Quicksand ...............................................................................................   14 fi
Blue clay............................................................................................................ 4 0
Quicksand .......................................................................................................  17 fi
Clay ............................................................................................................... I, 1 0
Sand....................................................................................................................  1 fi
Clay..................................................................................................................... 1 4
Quicksand .......................................................................................................  In 4
Blue clay...........................................................................................................  0 10
Sand................................................................................................................... 2 0
Clay.................................................................................................................... O 4
Quicksand ....................................................................................................... 8 8
Olay mixed with sand .................................................................................... 3 0
Sand.................................................................................................................... 3 C
Blue clay mixed with sand.............................................................................. 16 S
Grey post............................................................................................................. 30 0
Blue metal, mixed with post ....................................................................... y ] 1
Blue metal, mixed with post and coal pipes................................................... 3 0
Black shale with coal, pipes............................................................................. 2 1
Coal, mixed with black shale and hands ..................................................... 1 0
Coal ................................................................................................................... 0 4
Band.................................................................................................................... 0 3
Coal, mixed with brown l>ands ..................................................................... 0 5
Good eoal............................................................................................................... 5 7^
Band................................................................................................................... 0
Good coal........................................................................................................... 1
Grey metal with coal pipes ........................................................................... 2 Si

Total depth.................. 255 7

From the above it will be seen that bores Nos. 35 and 30 were only put down to the stone-head to tost the ground, 
and No. 34 was not bored through the clay. ’

Nos. 33 and 37 were bored to the seam, and were about I mile apart. No. 37 was the worst hole we had, as we were 
compelled by the nature of tho ground to have two sets of pipes in it. We had 40 feet of large pipes from the surface, and 
put 200 feet of smaller ones inside of them, aud had to drift them almost on to the coal head.

- No. 1. .
Check Inspectors’ Beport on the condition of tlie shafts and underground workings of the Wickham

and Bullock Island Colliery,
To Mr. Gardiner, Manager,—

Sir, ,
In compliance With the Act, we made an inspection of the colliery workings last Tuesday, March the 30th, ISSf, 

aud respectfully beg leave tesubmit the following report
We examined the little shaft on the Wickham side, aud found it was in a sound condition. Wc would recommend 

that the broken slides he taken out, and a vortical ladder placed in the pit for the gi eater scorn ity and egress of the workmen 
in the event of accident, either from water or a subsidence.

The winding-pit is also in a good condition. Wo made a csucful inspection, and found a few plates cracked—about 
5 lengths of tubing below the “ring.” These have been plugged to prevent an escape of water, and this has been done 
successfully. Wc apprehend no danger from these broken plates at pies ent. as the pit has been strengthened by buntings 
and slides ; but we would specially draw your attention to tlie necessity of securing these cracked cylinders by iron bands 
or splices to prevent any accident that might occur by a falling cage or skip displacing the woodwork, In
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In reference to the underground workings adjacent to the Wickham pit, we discovered a fail of coal and drift, which 
wo request you will immediately repair.

Wo consider the air, if properly conducted, fully sufficient for the purposes of good ventilation, but having no 
instrument of measurement we cannot determine what quantity of air is travelling in the air-courses and headings. Wc 
cannot therefore, on this head, give an accurate report. Our inspection in this respect is somewhat crippled, but to the best 
of our judgment, by visiting the working-places and by inquiry from the miners employed, we found the air in the majority 
of places to be good, although we heard a few complaints, notably in Davis and Weeks’s heading. We fonnd that the air, 
instead of going into the places, is partly coming back through the canvas screens. We therefore beg leave to suggest that 
doors bo used to conserve the air to its appointed use. We also suggest that the back headings be kept on a parallel as 
near as possible with the winning headings. We believe this plan will improve the ventilation in these places. We also 
found the roadways in good repair, and the men supplied with sufficient timber. We omitted to mention that the winding- 
pit below the cylinders requires some attention. A part of the coal sounded a little hollow, and if a portion of this fell it 
would place the hooker-on at least in some jeopardy,

JOSEPH HOLMES, ) „, . T - 
GEOKGE MENIKEN, \ Gheck frspectore.

No. 2.
The Miners' Secretary to The Inspector of Collieries.

Dear Sir, Linwood, Wickham, 20 July, JS86,
A proposal having been made by Mr. Harper, Manager Maryville Colliery, to work certain places on top of the 

bottoms, and the prices agreed to by tho miners, I am dirceted by the miners to respectfully request you to make an in
spection and confer with the manager in regard to the safety or otherwise of so working certain places. The subject of the 
strata overhead vrri3 fully discussed at a meeting held this evening, and a resolution embodying the above arrived at.

May I ask you to give the matter your most earnest attention,
I remain, Ac.,

JOHN ROBB,
Miners’ Secretary.

No. 3.
The Inspector of Collieries to The Minors’ Secretary.

Dear Sir, Glebeland, 22 July, 1886.
1 beg to acknowledge your letter of the 20th instant, which came to hand this morning. In reply I have to state 

that I have forwarded same to the Examiner of Coal-fields, and you may rest assured the subject matter therein contained 
will receive tho greatest possible attention. I have, &c.,

JOHN DIXON,
Inspector of Collieries. 1

No. 4.
The Examiner of Coal-fields to The Miners’ Secretary.

Sir, Coal-fields Office, Newcastle, 20 July, 1886.
I hog to acknowledge the receipt from Mr. Dixon, the Inspector of Collieries, of a letter dated 20th instant, received 

hy him from yon informing him of a proposal made to the miners at the Maryville Colliciy, by Mr Harper, for working 
certain places on tho top of tho bottoms, and the prices agreed to hy the miners, and requesting him to make an inspection 
and confer with the manager in regard to the safety or otherwise of so working certain places. In reply I beg to inform 
you, that he cannot comply with your request, as] by so doing the Government would Ire accepting a responsibility which 
belongs to tlie owners of the property alone. I have, Ac.,

JOHN MACKENZIE,
Examiner of Coal-fields.

No. 5. .
Eeporfc of Commission re Wickham and Bullock Island Colliery.

To tho Chairman and Members of Royal Commission,— Newcastle, 12 August, 1886.
Gentlemen,

W e, the undersigned, chosen hy you to examine the Bullock Island Colliery shaft, beg to state that we did so on 
the 11th instant.

We measured the seam at the bottom of this shaft and found it to be (including coal and bands) IS feet 9 inches in 
thickness, and the rock immediately above this seam, which Mr. Menekin said was 25 feet thick, we found to be 27 feet 6 
inches.

The manager informed us that the cast-iron cylinders were set into this rock, but he could not say how far.
Wo examined each of the cylinders in this shaft, and found that tho thirty-first cylinder from the surface was split 

longitudinally, crossing all the joints, and extending all round the shaft in this particular cylinder. This break was wedged 
up some of the way, and made water-tight with wedges g of an inch in thickness at the head.

We also found that the thirty-fifth cylinder was split in a longitudinal direction, and extended about two-thirds of 
the way round the shaft and crossing the joints of the segments. This break was also wedged up with wedges f of an 
inch in thickness at the head, and made almost water-tight.

These broken cylinders are situated in the clay stratum, there being about 29 feet of clay above first broken cylinder, 
and about 41 feet above tlie second broken cylinder.

Wc have, Ac.,
WILLIAM TURNBULL, )
JAMES CURLEY, j

Members of Royal Commission.

No. 6.
Keport by Andrew Tulip on Bullock Island Colliery.

To Dr. Moraon, Morpeth, 7 May, 1886.
Sir,

I went down to Newcastle, according to arrangement with you on Wednesday morning, and made my way to 
Bullock Island, and soon found tlie pit, and had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Gardiner, the manager, who gave me a cordial 
welcome, and i presented him with Mr, M'Kenzie’s letter whieh you gave mo. I told him that I wished to see the plan of 
the workings of the mine, and also to know the nature of the different strata they went through in sinking the shaft. So 
he took me down to tho office and showed me the plan of the workings which I carefully examined, and fonnd to he very 
satisfactory indeed, tho lairds being only 6 yards wide, and the pillars S yards thick, for which I highly commended 
him, as it is a great improvement on some systems I have known, and makes the mine very much safer. I also saw by the 
plan, that they have left a great many barriers in different parte of the mine, which I consider is of vast importance for safety. 
Cue place in particular I was exceedingly pleased with, and that is, where the two drives meet they have left a very large 
barrier of solid coal and only driven two narrow roads through it, and have provided places for dams, if ever needed. This

I
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I think, is an act of great judgment on their part which I cannot hut highly admire, and it also shows mo that in Mr. Gar
diner you have a very able manager. He tells me also that he is only taking between 5 and 6 feet of the coal away, at the 
present time, and leaves tho other for tops to be taken down at any time after. By so doing there is no fear of any 
breaking away or falling in of the roof for generations to come. In addition to this, I seo by the sections of the strata gone 
through in the shaft, that they have 45 feet of hard solid rock on top of the coal, with great beds of clay on top of this 
rock, so that I think you could not have a safer cover for the coal.

In concluding the report, I will say that I wish I had a few thousands that I could put into your company, for I 
would have no hesitation in doing it. I am sure I can with confidence say, that you have every reason to be thankful that 
you have so many shares in such a safe colliery. I am, &c.,

A, TULIP.
P.S.—I will call sometime to-morrow, and answer any questions you may ask,—A.T.

No. 7.
letter written by Mr. Croudace, aud published in the Newcastle Daily News, as follows 

THE FERNDALE DISASTER: ITS RELATION TO OTHER MINES.
]To the Editor.']

Sir, 25 March, 1886.
I desire, with your permission, to say a few words upon the “delta collieries’1 of Newcastle. I am led to do so 

by the expression of opinion promulgated by the writer of the sub-leader of your contemporary, the Miners' Advocate, in 
its issue of Saturday last, March 20th, Tlie following are the words I refer to :—

“ There are several other collieries in the district in a similar position to Perndale, so far as being worked under sand 
and water is concerned ; but the accident at Ferndale need not in any way intimidate the miners working in these collieries, or 
depreciate the value of the shares. It should, however, have the effect of inducing the Minister for Minos to take imme
diate action to introduce a Bill, giving him absolute power to decide the system of working to be carried on at all collieries 
with water overhead.11

Then, towards the end of the article, the following occurs :—“In the city, yesterday, the general theme of conversa
tion amongst all classes was the danger of working all collieries where there is water Or quicksand overhead. With ordi
nary care there is no such danger as apprehended, and however much it may suit keen speculators to depreciate mining 
stock on an occasion like this, the shareholders in such companies will be very much wanting in forethought if they sacri
fice their interests in consequence of an accident that may never occur again in tho district,” I must say, as one having 
some knowledge of mining under various circumstances, that I cannot endorse these views. In the first place, let us take 
a bird’s-eye view of Newcastle and neighbourhood. Tlie city is built upon an escarpment, which extends from Allan’s Hill 
southerly as far as the sand-drift. The country immediately surrounding this escarpment consists largely of mud, clay, and sand, 
whieh will be found overlying the Wallaby Plat, Broad Meadow, Wickham, Bullock Island, Honeysuckle Point, portions of 
Tighe’s Hill, Port Waratah, and numerous islands beyond. On the immediate north we have the peninsula of Stockton, 
dividing the waters of the harbour from the sea. The A.A. Company wore the first to commence mining operations within its 
limits. Then we had Ferndale and numerous small landsale collieries at Tighe’s Hill, and more recently Wickham and 
Bullock Island, and Maryville, then Stockton, and lastly Hetton. The various shafts for these collieries have all proved, 
to a greater or lesser degree, the influence of what I term the delta of Newcastle. Wo have had accounts given to ns in the 
public newspapers of the difficulties tliat had been met with during tho process of sinking them through mud, sand, gravel, 
&c. We know that the whole of these properties are, more or less, subject to the influence of tidal waters. River, as also 
flood waters and sea waters. We also know tliat they are subject to faults aud dykes, aud, I believe in some, fissures will 
be found.

Now let us compare this formation with that found beyond tho limits of the “ delta.” I allude to tho district sur
rounding such collieries as Waratah, Lambton, Wallsend, Co-operative, Minmi, Glebe, and Burwood, although it must not 
be forgotten the two latter arc bounded by tho sea on tiie east. No tidal waves can over affect this, each has a stratification 
of some hundreds of feet of good solid rock, and yet through this rock, during the process of working, breaks occur to the 
surface, a distance varying from 100 to 500 feet. Such being the case, it is evident that a similar system of mining cannot 
be safely followed within the tidal limits of this delta formation. It may he at tho A.A, Company, where their workings 
are beyond tidal influence, and at the outskirts of the delta; bnt such collieries as Stockton, Wickham, and Bullock 
Island, Maryville, Hetton, and Ferndale ought not to risk it, and the proprietors should sec that it is not attempted. A 
warning has been given to them : lot me beg of tlicin to accept it.

Now, who sliall say which is the proper and most efficient means for working such collieries? Certainly not the 
Minister for Mines, for this reason ; that whilst I admit at the present moment wc have a practical man as Minister, a few 
weeks ago wc had not such, and a few weeks hence wc may not have such ; but even supposing that we always may have a 
competent Minister, I say and maintain tliat it is not for the best interests of the public that the responsibility of such 
accidents as Ferndale should be thrown upon their shoulders, and such must most assuredly be the case if the mines are to 
be worked under the dictum of the Crown. I say leave the responsibility with those who venture into such undertakings, 
resting assured that the natural law of self-interest and self-preservation will compel them to adopt and pursue tho very 
best means. I have such faith in these natural laws that I am confident, alarmed by this sad accident of Ferndale, both 
the mine owners, as well as miners, are at this moment reflecting and taking more than ordinary care,

I here beg to disagree with the latter portion of the writing quoted, namely, “with ordinary care there is no such 
danger as apprehended.”

I say there is very great danger of a similar calamity overtaking any one of these “ delta collieries,” I further say 
it is not “ ordinary care” that will prevent such, but it will require extraordinary care to prevent such. Do not let us teach 
by any such writings the proprietors or those working underground that these collieries do not bear a similarity to each 
other, that one is so much deeper than the other, or any such fallacy ; rather let us tell them to take this as a warning, to 
take thought and reflect as to whether they are pursuing a right system or not; to lie satisfied that they have competent 
and efficient management; to duplicate such management by consulting management; to teach every workman that he is a 
shareholder in the safety of all; that ho may not only jeopardise his own life, but, us in tho case of explosions, he may 
imperil the life of every other workman.

I am not an alarmist, neither am I a keen speculator seeking to depreciate stock, nor am I one given to flatter 
masters or pander to men ; hut, in conclusion, I simply warn all interested, both masters and men, that should such au 
accident occur to any of the collieries named as recently occurred at Ferndale, they will not ho so fortunate in the results.

I am, See.,
----------------- THOMAS CROUDACE.

No. 8.
THE “ DELTA " COLLIERIES OF NEWCASTLE.

[To the Editor.]
Sir, 30 March, 1886.

I have very few moments to address you upon the above, but I am constrained to do so from sundry informa
tion given to me whilst in town on Friday last.

It appears that my recent letter has created some sensation amongst shareholders, and it is even said that shares 
are falling. The fact is, that before ever my letter appeared shares had Jallen. It is therefore evident there must have 
been some apprehensive minds, previous to my opinion reaching them. *

If shareholders will carefully and calmly read my letter over, I am confident they will realise that there is nothing 
therein to create any serious alarm ; but I hope there is a good deal to cause them to take every possible precaution to 
prevent a similar calamity to Ferndale, or perhaps a worse.

I have for the first time this morning seen Mr. John Evans’s letter, which appeared in your contemporary’s issue of 
Saturday. Owing to starting for Tamwovth to-morrow morning, 1 will not iiavc time to give a brief reply now, bnt I will 
do so on my return. There may be more m tliat letter to interest shareholders. Yours truly,

TITOS, CROUDACE.
No. 9.
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THE “DELTA" OOLL1EIUES OF NEWCASTLE

[To lltA JUflitorA
Sir, 12 April, 1S86.

1 iioav ilusiro to fulfil my promise of saying a few more won Is upon the abovenamed sulijoet, but at the same 
time I regret I have so little time at my disposal to discuss so important a matter.

_ During my absence at Tamworth, where I was acting as rjovernment Arbitrator in the ease ol J. Gills u. Commis
sioner for Railways, I notice three letters had been written, more or less in reply to my first production. 1 will aa briefly 
as possible deal with theqo, bnt not in any unkind spirit. As regards my friend Timothy’s inquiries, I would say I used 
the word delta because I could not find any more appropriate or correct term to use, nor do I tbink any intelligent man 
will attempt to deny tbe delta formation of a large section of ground 1 describe. Deltas are formed at the mouths of rivers; 
they will also be found in inland lakes, in the estuaries of tbe Mediterranean, and elsewhere.

I now come to Mr. Evans's letter. I must at once take exception at what he most unwarrantably terms "my preju
dicial view's." What can a perfect stranger to me know of iny prejudices—nothing whatever, unless it is a prejudice to 
desire to save men’s lives from being unduly jeopardised, or unless it is a prejudice to wish to protect the best interests of 
shareholders. If these are "prejudiced views,” thenT plead guilty. 1 scarcely think there is a minor or shareholder at 
any of the delta collieries will censure me for such view's, although Mr. Evans may do so, and knowing as 1 do when I first 
wrote to you that my motives were pure and my mews correct, that some “self-reliant, infallible spirit” compels me to 
uphold them.

I did not know before that “Stockton” had 354- ft. 6 in. of cover. I thought it was between 320 and 330 feet; hut 
I do know this, that it is not the deepest in the district by a “long chalk,” for instance, the Waratah Co.’s Raspberry Gully 
shaft ia 520 feet to the Borehole scam, and the Lymington Co.’s shaft is about 500 feet to the same seam.

1 also assure Mr. Evans that under the “ordinary method" of working throughout this district, I can show him at 
any of the following collieries,'Waratah, Xamhton, Wallsend, and A. A. Co.’s, breaks to the surface cover varying from 
100 feet to 500 feet.

Mr, Evans instances an explosion of gas occurring, and resulting in great loss of life, as being no reason why other 
collieries need be alarmed. Now, I will ask any old miner in this district, or any manager, as to what was the result at 
their colliery in England when they heard of a frightful explosion occurring near them. Was it not immediately to create 
a sensation of alann? Was not every workman and official cautioned to be extra careful? Were not any shortcomings 
immediately rectified ? And I have known, under similar conditions, where neighbouring collieries w'ere shortly afterwards 
put under consulting viewership, and where the resident manager most gladly welcomed the consulting man. Not only 
this, hut more—I assert that not merely the neighbouring collieries were so afieeted, but the news went through the whole 
of Great Britain, and extraordinary care was at onee put into force at every fiery mine.

I will now deal with the question of a consulting engineer or manager. I would ask any one connected with mining, 
more particularly if he be a shareholder, what is there so very obnoxious in this proposition? Js he a man called in to 
injure you? Assuredly not. What then? Simply to endorse or condemn, as the case may ho. The action of your resi
dent manager if lie endorse all that the manager has done or does, and has done, can you imagino anything more satisfactory. 
What a relief it must he to every shareholder to know that work and good work has been done, even should a calamity 
overtake the mine. Every one knows that all has been done that could he done by way of foreseeing, and as far as possible 
preventing. Now, let me suppose that he docs not endorse, but actually condemns some work or some want of foresight, 
surely such would only he done iu the very host interests of shareholders and all concerned, the manager included, ami 
such non-endorsement or actual condemnation would have to he to the satisfaction of the directors. I cannot imagine a 
compotent consulting man keeping an incompetent man under him; for, by so doing, he condemns himself. This is sug
gested by Mr. Jones, and, as I say, the result will be the condemnation of both. 1 can imagine the resident man being 
superior to ttie consulting, this will soon prove itself, and the remedy applied, viz:—getting a superior consulting man. 
Believing, as I do, that every one of the collieries I have named, requires more than mere ordinary care (and in this view I 
see Mr. Jones agrees with mo). I have no hesitation in saying that were I manager at any one of them I would, of my own 
free will, ask the directors to appoint a consulting man, and thereby divide a serious responsibility.

In the main, I consider Sir. Jones agrees with me, but I see he asks, “Why Mr. Croudace included ‘Stockton 
Colliery’ in his list of ‘delta collerics,’ and omitted Burwood, I cannot understand, unless, &C., &c.” I would tell Mr. Jones 
1 cannot recognize a similarity between “ Stockton and Burwoodthe former is situated on a peninsula not very wide, 
the western side is affected by the waters of the Hunter, its eastern side washed by the waters of the vast Bacifio. I am 
also aware that the proprietors lease the right of mining under the soa. The latter, or Burwood, I understand, is hounded 
on the east by the iron-bound rocks of the coast, and beyond this has no other water influence beyond the rains of heaven.

In my first letter I wrote as to how some of these collieries were affected by tidal waters, faults, and dykes, also fissures. 
All this 1 firmly believe, and, notwithstanding there may be even 2fi0 feet of rock at Stockton, I know such like agencies 
as just mentioned are the very source and essence of danger. Let me give you an instance : At the Hartley Colliery, in the 
north of England, and where the seam lies a great deal deeper than Stockton, and much further from the sea, a fault was 
struck which gave off saltwater. Largo pumps were erected, I think about 30 inches or 3 feet in diameter, but still the 
water for a time beat them. Then there happened one of those sad accidents which has sent a thrill throughout England, 
namely—the breaking of the pumping beam, tho destruction of the onlt/ shaft the colliery had, and the loss of upwards of 
300 men. I hope Stockton is in no way similar to this—I hope they are free from faults, and that they have at least two 
shafts, I think this must bo the case from the confident assertions made by Mr, Evans.

I feel that these letters may have a greater or lesser effect upon miners, other underground workmen, and share
holders, in accordance with their temperament. I would therefore desire above everything to assure all such, that the only 
object I have in view ia the safety of tho workmen and tho well-being of the shareholders. I would not have cither parties 
believe that under ordinary care and ordinary systems of work they are as safe as the inland collieries. I maintain, if they 
want to bo, and to feel, as safe as the other mines, they must use more than ordinary care, and they must not pursue the 
ordinary system of working.

1 further maintain and believe that, with extra care and a modification of the present system of working, with an 
improvement in the system of timbering, Ac., together with a guarantee to the public as regards the management in tbe 
line I have pointed out, the present shareholders may have every confidence, the public may invest, and the underground 
workers may feel safe.

1 do not think I can say more, but I feel bound to say as much, and I sincerely hope every one interested will accept 
my remarks in the spirit they are offered, namely—for the very best wishes for all concerned. Having recently had occa
sion to speak of Stockton, tho following are tho words I used :—“ I understand the seam is about 12 feet thick, and tho 
coal, although somewhat tender, is of most excellent character, very suitable for house and gas purposes, ” I scarcely 
think Mr. Evans will find fault with such an unprejudiced view. I am, &c.,

THOS. CROUDACE.

[Plans.]

Sydney: Charles Potter, Government Printor.—16S5.
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MEMO,:

The Diagrams and Plans connected with the 
Third Deport from the Poyal Commission on Col
lieries will he found in a Supplementary Volume.

991—
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

ACCIDENTS AT FEKNDALE AND LITHGOW TALLEY COLLIERIES.
(COMMISSION'S APPOINTED TO INQ.UIBE INTO.)

Ordered by the LcyUJ-ativc Assembly io be printed, 12L September, 18SG.

\Return, in reply to a Question, ashd by Mr. OlUffr, M.P , on the 2lst September 1S8C’' f?
instructions have been issued to the Commission lately ultmy to inquire into the accidents at the £et ndato 
and Lilhgou} Talley Collieries.]

VrcToniA, by the Grace of Grdd, of the United Kingdom of Great Britmn and Ireland, Queen, Defendci of
ihu I’aitb, and so forth.

AI.D., lMi.S , C.E, J.P.,

Joirs Usn an, Esquire.

J. Y. Xijllsos, Esquire,
,Tamj-:s SwisnuiiNK, Esquire,
.Ionx Thomas, Esquire,
■William Tuns nun., Esquire, and

To our trusty and well-beloved—
J. It. ji. Eobeutson, Esquire,
James Curley, Esquire,
William Davies, Esquire,
Jons Jones, Esquire.

Whereas bv Instrument under tbe Great Seal of our Colony of Xe-w South AVales, bearing date the 
tenth dav of "April instant, we did appoint you to make a dili-gent and lull inquiry into the ™s ^ 
accident that recently occurred to the Eerndnle Colliery, m the District of Newcastle, m our said Colon;, 
and also to report upon the condition of the Collieries adjacent thereto: And whereas it hath appeared to 
us to be expedient to extend your powers as our said Commission : Now therefore know ye that ve ot 
our special grace, have thought lit to and do hereby grant you full power and authority to make on 
inquiry into the disaster that happened at the Lithgow Colliery, and to report upon the working and 
ventilation of the coal-seams, and more especially the thin coal-seams of our said Colony.

In testimony whereof, we have caused these our Letters to he made latent, and the Great fecal ot
our said Colony of New South Wales to be hereunto affixed

Witness our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor Charles Robert, Baron Oar 
rtnoton, Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order o : Saint Michael and 
Saint George, our Governor and Comiminder-in-Cinef of our Colony ot New feoutli 
Wales and "its Dependencies, at Government Douse, Sydney, m New South W ales 
aforesaid, this twenty-ninth day of April, in the forty-ninth year of our Reign, and in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-six.

By His Excellency's Command, ---------
Entered on record by me, in Register of Ratents, No. ^ ....re

one thousand eight hundred and eighty-six. For the Colonial Secretary and Registiai ol
Rtcoid.. Principal Undersecretary.

Victoria by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of
. the Faith, and so forth.

To our trustv and well-beloved— „ „ . ■
J. M. It. Robertson, Esquire, M.D., E.R.S., C.E., J. V. Neilso.v, Esquire,

■ James Curley, Esquire, James Swisbcrxe, Esqune,
AVilt.iam Davies, Esquire, Johe Ihomas, Esquire
John Joses, Esquire, William Jurnbell, squu ,

Joejt Usher, Esquire.
Know yc, thaf wjrfposing great trust and confidence in your ability, zeiil. industry, di8erction,imd
integrity, do, by these presents, authorise and appoint you, or any five of you ns he«^
make a diligent and full inquiry into the causes of the accident that recently occuued to the Tundate

9.17—
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Colliery, in the District of Newcastle, in our Colony of New South Wales, and also to report upon the 
condition of the Collieries adjacent thereto: And we do by these presents give and grant to you, or any 
five of you, at any meeting or meetings to which all of you shall nave been duly summoned, full power 
mid authority' to call before you all such persons as you may judge necessary, by whom you may be bettor 
informed of the truth in the premises, - and to require the production of all such books, papers, writings, 
and all other documents as you may deem expedient, and to visit and inspect the same at the offices or 
places where the same or any of them may he deposited, and to inquire of the premises by all lawful ways 
or means : And our further will and pleasure is that you, or any five of you, after due examination of the 
premises, do and shall, within the space of three months after the date of this our Commission, or sooner 
if the same can reasonably be, certify to us under your, or any five of your hands and seals, what you 
shall find touching the premises: And we hereby command all Government officers and other persons 
whomsoever within our said Colony that they be assistant to you and each of you in the execution of these 
presents : And we do appoint you, the said J. M. E. Eobehtsox, Esquire, to be President of this our Com
mission ; and do give you power at your discretion to procure such clerical and other assistance as you 
may deem necessary for enabling you duly to execute this our Commission, which said Commission wc 
declare to be a Commission for all purposes of the Act 44 Victoria No. 1, intituled “ An Act to reaul-aie 
the taking of Evidence hy Commissioners under the Great Seal.”

In testimony whereof, we have caused these our Letters to be made Patent, and the Great Seal of 
our said Colony of New South Wales to be hereunto affixed.

Witness our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor Chables Egbert, Baron1 Cab- 
bington, Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George, our Governor and Commander-in-Chief of our Colony of New South 
Wales and its Dependencies, at Government House, Sydney, in New South Wales 
aforesaid, this day of April, in the forty-ninth year of our Reign, and in the

_ year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-six.
By His Excellency’s Command,

Entered on record by mo, in Eegister of Patents, No. page this day of
one thousand eight hundred and eighty-six. For the Colonial Secretary and Bemstrar of 
Eecords. ' °

Principal Under Secretary.

2

[W-]
Sydney; Thoiuns Ttichardf, Gorcranicnt Printer.—188(5.
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

DIAMOND DRILLS.
(NUMBER IN USE BY THE GOVERNMENT, &o.)

Ordered by ike Legislative Assembly to be printed, 27 January, 188G.

KETUPlN to an Order made on the 15th December, 1885, by the Honorable the 
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, and laid upon the Table of the 
House by the Honorable the Minister for Mines, “showing the number of 
Diamond Drills at present in use by the Government, specifying the respective 
districts in which they are being used, for what period, and at what cost.”

{J)r. Moss.)

RETURN stowing the number of Diamond Drills at present in use by tho Q-overnmcnt, specifying the 
respective Districts in which they are being used, for what period, and at what cost.

Drill No. Diet-riot in wbieli it is boring. Period in use there. Cost.

£ s. d.
A Clarence Siding, "Western Lines ... ... 8 months and 2 weeks ... 543 19 1
3 North Shore, Lavender Bay ... ... ... 2 months ... ... ... SO 0 4
4 Monkwearmouth, Minuii ... ... ... 9 months and 3 weeks ... 506 12 9
5 Penrith .................................................................. 4 months and 3 weeks ... 178 13 2
7 Dempsey Island, Newcastle ... ... ... 14 months and 3 weeks ... 1,179 0 11
8 Redhead, Charlestown ... ... ... ... Just arrived at site ... ...

10 Lucknow, Orange ... ... ... ... 10 months and 1 week ... 510 6 11
11 Heath cote, Ulawarra Line ... ... ... 8 months and 3 weeks ... C91 15 1
12 Pelican Elat, near Newcastle ... ... ... 10 months ... ... ... 781 6 5
13 Werris Creek ... ... ... ... ... 8 months and 1 week ... 687 0 0

£5,458 14 8

[3d.] 153—
[SOS copies—Approximate Cost of Printing (labour and material), f 1 8s. 6d.]
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1886-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

DIAMOND DRILLS.
(PARTICULARS OF.)

Ordered hy the Legislative Assembly to he printed, 13 July, 1886.

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New 
South Wales, on the 6th July, 1886, That there be laid upon the Table of this 
House,-—

“ A Return showing the number of Government Diamond Drills now in 
“ use; the cost from 1st July, 1885, to 1st June, 1886; the revenue received 
“ for their use during the same period; where they are now at work; for 
“ whom; and how long they have been in each locality.!,

{Mr. TV. J. Fergusson.)

Government Diamond Drills.

Number
of

Drills 
now in 

use.

Cost from 1st 
July, 1S85, 

to
1st June, 1S8C.

Revenue 
received from use 
from 1st July, 

1885, to 
1st. June, 1886.

Where at work. For whom working.
Length 
of timo 
in lo
cality.

I

7

£ s. d. £ s. d. months
r Clarence Siding ... Brookdale Company............... 15

Young Wallsend ... J. C. Bonnarius ... ... 5
Bundanoon ... ... Sydney and Melbourne Coal Co. 5

7,763 16 10 7.413 12 Redhead ................... Redhead Coal Company ...
Eallimore ................ Great Western Coal Company 3i-
Holt-Sutherland Estate Cumberland Coal Company ... 3

h-. New Lamhton . . Under Secretary for Works ... 5

The details of the above cost and revenue are:—

No. of 
Drills. Cost. EcYcnue.

Erom 1 July, 1885, to 12 September, .1885 ...............
„ 14 September to 31 December, 1885 .. ..
,, 1 January, 1886, to 27 March, 1886 ... ...
„ 29 March, 1886, to 1 June, 1886 .. . . ...

11
11
10

8

£ s. d. 
2,036 10 10 
3,008 13 8 
1,571 18 2 
1,146 14 2

£ s, d. 
1,604 9 11 
3,003 8 0 
1,583 10 10 
1,222 3 10

£7,763 16 10 £7,413 12 7

6S9—
[805 copies—Approximate Cost of Printing (labour and material), £1 8s. 6d.]
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MR. E. C. MEREWETHER’S MINERAL LEASE, KAHIBAH.
(COK11ESPONDENCE RESPECTING, Ac.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 2 June, 188G.

PlETURN (in part) to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly 
of New South Wales, dated the 30th March, 1886, That there be laid upon the 
Table of this House,—

“ Copies of all letters and papers connected with Mr. E. C. Merewether’s 
“ mineral lease No. 617, parish of Kahibah, county of Northumberland, 
“ including all papers connected with Mr. Alexander Lindsay's appli- 
“ cation to have a Government township laid out on such leasehold.”

{Mr. Neild.J

SCHEDULE.
NO. _ TAOE.

1. The Land Agent, Newcastle, to the Under Secretary for Mines, forwarding E. C. Morewether’a application for
mineral lease No, M, at Newcastle, of 2SG acres of land, parish of Kahibah, county of Northumberland, Ac.
10 March, 1876 ................................................................................................................................................................ 3

2. Memorandum of instructions—Mr. Licensed-Surveyor Tucker to re-mcasurc the land, plan, Ac. 26 August, 1878 3
3. Mr. Licensed-Surveyor J. J. Tucker to the Chief Mining Surveyor, transmitting plan and description of portion

No. 33, parish of Kahibah, Ac., as re-surveyed by him. 14 October, 187S............................................................ 4
4. Executive Council minute, approving of issue of mineral lease to Mr. E. C. Merewetlier, of the above portion of

land. Minutes thereon. Schedule. 2 November, 187S........................................................................................... 4
5. Lease for nineteen years and fifty days of mineral lease No. 617, of 287i acres of land (ex-road) to Mr.

B, C. Merewetlier, parish of Kahibah. 11 November, 1878 ................................................. ................................. 4
6. Government Gazette notice to applicants for mineral leases. 10 December, 1S78 .................................................... 8
7. Mr. E. C. Merewether to the Under Secretary for Mines, with reference to the issue of the lease and forwarding

balance of rent for broken period. Minutes thereon. 17 February, 1870 ............................................................. 8
8. Minuteof tho Under Secretary for Mines—Examiner of Coal-fields to report upon labour conditions j the examiner's

report with letter from Mr, Merewether with memo, of moneys expended by himself and others upon the land. 
Minute thereon. 26 May, 1884..................................................................................................................................... . 9

9. The Undersecretary for Mines to Mr. E. C. Merewether, calling upon him to show cause why mineral lease No.
617 should not be cancelled for non-obscrvance of conditions thereby imposed. 6 June, 1884 .......................... 9

10. Mr. E. C. Merewether to the Under Secretary for Mines, showing cause why mineral lease No. 617 should not
be cancelled. Minutes thereon, Ac. 4 July, 1884............................................................................... ........................ 9

11. The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. E. C. Merewether, informing him that his letter No. 10 will be referred
to the Examiner of Coal-fields for report, Ac. 11 July, 1834.................................................................................... 11

12. The Examiner of Coal-fields to the Under Secretary for Mines, reporting upon No. 10. Minutes thereon. 17
July, 1884 ................................................................................. ....................................................................................... 11

13. The Undersecretary for Mines to Mr. E C. Merewetlier, stating that the Examiner for Coal-fields’ report has
been received and that-the Secretary for Mines would be glad to see him before at riving at a decision. 26 
July, 1884......................................................................................................................... ........... ....................................... 12

14. The same to the same. Lease will not 1)6 forfeited, but imposing a fine of £50, and informing him that conditions
must lie complied with in future. 15 August, 1SS4 .................................................................................................... 12

15. Mr. E. C, Merewether to the Under Secretary for Mines, enclosing £50 fine. Minutes thereon, 19 August, 1884 12 
1C. Mr. Alexander Lindsay to the Secretary for Mines, drawing attention to the non-fulfilment of the conditions of

mineral lease No. 617. M inutes thereon. 24 August, 1884........................................................................................ 12
531—A
[805 copies—Approximate Cost of Printing (labour and material), £15 16s, 2d.]
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17. The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. A. Lindsay, in reply to above. 5 September, 1884.....................................  13
18. Mr. E. C. Merewether to the Under Secretary for Mines, enclosing application for permission to sublet mineral

lease No. 617 to Messrs. T. and M. C. Cowlishaw. Minutes thereon. 16 September, 1884 .............................. 13
19. Mr. Alex. Lindsay to the Under Secretary for Mines, objecting to the Secretary for Mines delegating to himseif

the power to accept a nominal fine, and giving certain statistics, &c. 18 September, 1884.................................. 13
20. The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. Alex. Lindsay, acknowledging receipt of No. 19. 30 September, 1884 ... 14
21. The same t& Mr. E. C. Merewether, informing him that the Secretary for Mines has granted the authority

sought in No. 18. 2 October, 1884 .............................................................................................................................. ]4
22. Messrs. Salter and Barker, on behalf of Mr. 13. C. Merewether, enclosing form of consent to mine for fireclay,

which they wish endorsed on the sub-lease. Minutes thereon. 8 November, 1884............................................. 14
23. Mr. Alex. Lindsay to the Secretary for Mines, applying for copy of reasons given by Mr. E. C. Merewether, why

mineral lease No. 617 should not be cancelled. Minutes thereon. 15 November, 1884 ..................................... 15
24. The Under Secretary for Mines to Messrs. Salter and Barker, in reply to No. 22. 17 November, 1884........  15
25. The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. Alex. Lindsay, in reply to No. 19. 17 November, 1884............................. 15
26. The same to the same, in reply to No. 23, declining to furnish a copy of Mr, Merewether’s reasons why lease

should not be cancelled. 28 November, 1884............................................................................................................... J5
27. Mr. E. C. Merewether to the Under Secretary for Mines asking that the rent of 5s. per acre for permission to

mine for fireclay be not insisted on as the band is a very small one, being only from 1 to 2 inches in thickness, 
and the coal cannot be worked without working it. Minutes thereon. 29 November, 1884 .............................. 15

28. The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. U. C. Merewether in reply to above, and forwarding license allowing him
to mine for fireclay. 23 December, 1884....................................................................................................................... 16
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Mil. E. C. MEREWETHER’S MINERAL LEASE, KAHIBAH.

No. 2.

No. 1. '
The Land Agent, Newcastle, to The Under Secretary for Mines.

Sir, Police Office, Newcastle, 10 March, 1876.
_ At the request of Edward C. Merewether, Esq., the applicant, I forward herewith application 

for Mineral Lease No. 14, at Newcastle, together with the plan and description of the land applied for. For plan eco
I have, &e,

HEN. BAKER,
------------------- Land Agent, Newcastle.

Mineral Lease Regulations, Schedule 2.
Form of Application.

To the Honorable the Secretary for Mines, Sydney, —
Sir, The Ridge, Newcastle, 17 December, 1875.

I hereby make application for a mineral lease of that piece or parcel of land situated in the county of 
Northumberland, parish of Kahibah, being measured portion No. 33, in the plan of said county, and containing 296 acres, 
of which I took possession on the 14th day of December instant, at the hour of 2 o’clock in the afternoon, for the 
purpose of mining thereon and therein for coal, by erecting a post at the north-west angle thereof. The datum point is 
also tho south-west corner-pin of James Mitchell’s 413 acres, and is distant about 2£ miles in a south-west direction from 
Newcastle.

Notice of my intention to make this application has been given in accordance with the Regulations in that behalf, 
and 1 hand herewith the sum of £74 sterling, being the first year’s rent in advance of the said land, and tho sum of £7 
sterling to cover the cost of survey.

I hereby acknowledge that this application is made upon the distinct understanding and condition that if 1 shall 
abandon or fail to proceed with it, or if it is refused the Secretary for Mines for the time being may deduct from the sum 
of £81 deposited as aforesaid any cost to which in Ids opinion the Crown may have been put in or about or in respect 
of this application ; and this application shall thereupon become and tie void, and the possession aforesaid shall cease 
cease and determine. And if the lease shall be granted I shall and will commence mining operations upon or in connection 
with the demised land within six months from and after the granting thereof, and shall and will employ upon such land 
not less than two men during the first two years of the term thereby created, and not less than sixteen men during the 
remainder of such term. And shall and will at any time when called upon in terms of the Regulations relating to Mineral 
Leases to do so, execute and take delivery of such lease, or failing therein for a period of fourteen days after being so 
called upon, I shall and will forfeit the said sum of £81 and all right, title, or interest in and to the said land and the 
possession thereof, and the said lease shall be forthwith cancelled.

I have, &c.,
EDWARD CHRISTOPHER MEREWETHER.

P.S.—I also enclose herewith plan and description of the land in question, and hog to state for your information 
that it was formerly in the occupation of and worked by the late Dr. Mitchell, and has recently been surrendered by the 
trustees of his will. In consequence of tho broken nature of the ground and other natural difficulties it has hitherto Ijeen 
worked by headings driven into it from other lands adjoining it on the oast, tho property of the late Dr. Mitchell, and of 
which I am now the owner in foe-simple, I propose to continue working the coal in tho same way, and for the same 
reasons ; but owing to a creek having broken into and flooded the headings first opened out it will Ik necessary to drive 
fresh ones, a work which must occupy a considerable timo, and on which only a limited number of men can be employed.
Under these circumstances I trust that no exception will he taken to the small number of men I propose to employ during 
the first two years of tho term. I may add, in conclusion, that if there be any irregularity in the application, or it be 
incorrectly filled in, it has arisen from ignorance, and not from any wish or intention to disregard the regulations.—Edward 
C. Merkwkthek.

This application was received by mo this 18th day of December, 1S75, at the hour of .10 o’clock in the forenoon, 
and is numbered 14.—Hen, Baker, Land Agent.

Mineral Lease Regulations, Schedule 6.
Notice of Application and Deposit.

The Under Secretary for Mines, Sydney,—
Sir, The Ridge, Newcastle, 18 December, )875.

_ I have the honor to inform yon that I have this day deposited with the Land Agent at Newcastle the sum of 
£74, being the first year’s rent in advance of 296 acres of land at Newcastle, for the purpose of mining for coal, and the 
sum of £7, being the fees for survey of the said land. The number of my application is 14.

I have, fee.,
EDWARD C. MEREWETHER.

No. 2.
Memorandum by Chief Mining Surveyor to Mr. Licensed-Surveyor Tucker.

[Urgent.] _ Department of Mines, Sydney, 26 August, 1878.
Mr. Licensed-Surveyor Tucker is requested, at his earliest convenience, to re-measuro portion 

33, parish of Kahibah, county of Northumberland. (A tracing of applicant’s sketch attached hereto for 
Mr. Tucker’s guidance.)

This land is applied for as application 14, at Newcastle, and was originally surveyed by Mr. Licensed 
Surveyor Maitland, but that survey being found incorrect and unsatisfactory, instructions to re-measure 
were sent to Mr. Licensed-Surveyor Stuart, 21st March, 1876, but that officer has hitherto neglected to 
furnish his survey and report.

This instruction, therefore, cancels those sent to Mr. Stuart, and is of a most urgent character.
Mr. Tucker will therefore have the goodness to give to it his earliest attention.
Application 14, Newcastle; E. C. Merewether; portion 33; 296 acres; parish of Kahibah.

ROBT. D. FITZGERALD,
_------ — Chief Mining Surveyor.

Plan and report transmitted to the Chief Mining Surveyor with my letter of this day’s date.— 
J. J. Tucker, 14 October, 1878.

No. 3.
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See No. 2.

I
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Sec No. 5.

I
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No. 3.
Mr. Licensed-Surveyor Tucker to The Cliief Mining Surveyor.

Sir, _ Newcastle, 14 October, 1878.
I have the honor to transmit to you herewith plan of re-survey of one portion of land, No. 

33, in the parish of Kahibah, county of Northumberland, containing 287-i- acres, applied for by 
E. C. Merewether, under clause 56 of the “ Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1874,” and surveyed in 
accordance with Charting Branch Memorandum of the 26th August, 1878.

I have the honor to report that, with exception of part of the south boundary, I found the portion 
moderately well marked, but with the exception of the north-east corner all the corners had to be 
established by intersection. I am of opinion that no portion of the area is likely to he required for 
settlement or other public purposes, except the reserve road shown on the plan, and which has been 
marked on the ground. I am aware that the length of the boundaries and bearing and distances of the 
road now given differ materially from those previously recorded. I have only to remark that those now 
stated are correct. . There was nothing to show what portion of the surface is likely to be required by the 
applicant for his mineral works. I have &c.

j. j! tucker.

Application No. 14, at Newcastle—Applicant’s locality, The Ridge, Newcastle.
Description.

County of Northumberland, parish of Kahibah, 287 acres 2 roods, ex. road, portion 33n : 
Commencing at a point in the bed of a small creek, being the south-west corner of James Mitchell’s (now 
E. C. Mcrewether’s) 950 acres, in the parish of Newcastle; and bounded thence on the cast by part of the 
west boundary-line of that 950 acres, bearing north 24 chains and 55 links ; on the north by the south 
boundary of a measured portion of 413 acres and 3 roods, now tbo property of E. C. Merewether, 
bearing west 52 chains and 52 links ; on the west by the east boundary-line of portion 29a, and part of the 
east boundary-line of portion 30a, bearing south 60 chains and 40 links ; and on the south by the north 
boundary-line of portion 34b, of 174^ acres, bearing east 34 minutes north 46 chains and 5 links; and on 
the remainder of the east by part of the west boundary-lino of portion 3, and the west boundaries of 
portions 2 and 1, all of 50 acres bearing north 33 chains and 98 links to tho bed of small creek aforesaid ; 
and thence by a lino down the creek bearing north 77 degrees 42 minutes east 6 chains and 62 links to 
the point of commencement.

No. 4.
Minute for Executive Council.

Recommending the approval of 13 applications for mineral leases.
i _ _ Department of Mines, Sydney, 2 November, 1878.

The applications for mineral leases of Crown Lands particularized in the accompanying schedule, 
are submitted for the approval of His Excellency the Governor and the Executive Council, in terms of 
the “ Mining Act of 1874.” W. H. SUTTOE.

The Executive Council advise that the several applications for mineral leases, specified in schedule 
be approved.—Axex, C. Bitoge, Clerk of the Council,

Minute, 28/47, 4/11/78. Approved.—H.R., 4/11/78. Confirmed, 11/11/78.

Schedule alluded to.

Not within a Mining District.

No- Name. Locality, Area. Date of Application.

Newcastle—14 ... Edwd. C. Merowetker .............. County of Northumberland,
Acres,

296 18 December, 1875.
parish of Kahibah.

No. 5.
Lease.

This Indenture, made the eleventh day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-eight, between Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, of the one part, and 
Edward Christopher Merewether, of Newcastle, in tho Colony of New South 'Wales (hereinafter called 
the lessee), of the other part—witnesseth:—That in consideration of the sum of seventy-one pounds 
seventeen shillings and sixpence, paid by the said lessee on the eighteenth day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-five, and of the rents hereinafter reserved, and of the covenants and provisoes 
hereinafter contained, Her Majesty doth by these presents grant and demise unto the lessee, his executors, 
administrators, and transferees, all that piece or parcel of land, containing hy admeasurement two hundred 
and eighty-seven acres and two roods, and more particularly described and delineated in the Schedule hereto, 
or in the plan hereunto annexed and numbered 33b, except the surface of that portion thereof, bounded 
by lines coloured red, containing acres, more or less, and all those mines, veins, seams, or
deposits of [the mineral or metal proposed to he worked] in, on, and under the said land (hereinafter 
called the said mine); together with all and singular the shafts, levels, drifts, works, ways, fixtures, 
erections, liberties, easements, advantages, and appurtenances which are now or at any time during tho 
term hereby granted may be held, occupied, or enjoyed therewith, for the purposes of mining upon and 
under the said land for coal; and also with lull power for the said lessee, his executors, administrators,

and
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and transferees, and his and their agents and workmen (including contractors, tributors, and so forth), 
to dig, sink, drive, make, and use excavations, pits, shafts, levels, tunnels, watercourses, and other works 
necessary for winning and raising the coal in, on, or under the said land; and to take and appropriate the 
same during the term hereby granted ; and to make and construct on the said land races, drains, dams, 
reservoirs, roads, and tramways ; and also to erect on tho said land all buildings, engines, furnaces, pumps, 
machinery, and appliances necessary for the purpose of winning and obtaining the coal in, on, or under 
the said land, and for effectually carrying on the works of the said mine ; and also to erect on the said 
land such offices, cottages, and dwelling-houses for the use of the agents, workmen, and persons employed 
in the said mine and works as the said lessee, his executors, administrators, and transferees shall think 
proper: To hold the said land, mine, and premises, with the appurtenances (subject nevertheless to the 
reservation or exception of that portion of the surface of the said land shown on the plan aforesaid, 
bounded by lines coloured red, and to such rights and interests as may be lawfully subsisting therein at 
the date of these presents) unto the said lessee, his executors, administrators, and transferees, for the 
term of nineteen years, and fifty days next ensuing, for the purpose of mining therein or thereon for 
working or winning the said coal and for no other purpose,—yielding and paying therefor unto Her 
Majesty, her heirs and successors, yearly and every year during the said term, the yearly rent of seventy- 
one pounds seventeen shillings and sixpence, in advance, tho first year’s rent having been paid as aforesaid, 
on the eighteenth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight, the next payment, 
being the rent of tbo said land for one month and twenty days, at the rate of fivepence per acre per 
month, from the eleventh day of November to the thirty-first day of December, one thousand, eight 
hundred and seventy-nine, shall be made to the Colonial Treasurer, in Sydney, on or before the thirtieth 
day of November, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight; and thereafter, on or before the 
thirtieth day of November in each and every year, the yearly rent aforesaid (being the rent of the land 
hereby demised, for the year commencing the first day of January next after each such payment) shall be 
paid to the Colonial Treasurer aforesaid, clear of all rates, taxes, and assessments to which the said land, 
mine, and premises are now, or at any time during the said term, may be subject or liable: Provided always, 
and it is hereby agreed that if the said yearly rent shall be in arrear for thirty days after the same shall 
have become payable, whether such rent shall have been legally demanded or not, any officer appointed or 
authorized thereto by the Secretary for Mines may, by himself or his agent, enter upon the said land, and 
seize and distrain all minerals, metals, and ores actually got and raised from the said mine; and all 
machinery, apparatus, tools, waggons, carts, carriages, engines, plant, and all other goods, chattels, and 
effects whatsoever in, upon, and about the said land and premises ; and in every distress thus made may 
take away, sell, and dispose of as in cases of distress for rent reserved in common leases ; and. out of the 
moneys arising thereby retain so much as shall be sufficient to satisfy the said arrears, and which shall at 
the time of such sale be unpaid; and all expenses incurred by him or them in or in respect of such 
seizure, distraint, removal, and sale ; and if there be any surplus such officer shall pay the same to the 
said lessee, his executors, administrators, or transferees ; and the acceptance or receipt of rent by or on 
behalf of Her Majesty, after breach of any covenant hereinafter contained, shall not be or be deemed a 
waiver of the right of Her Majesty, or of the Secretary for Mines, or other officer on behalf, of Her 
Majesty, to enforce observance of such covenant. And if the said lessee, his executors, administrators, 
or transferees shall mine for or win from the said land, mine, and premises any gold, or any earth, rock, 
stone, quartz, clay, sand, gravel, or soil containing gold, or auy mineral or metal with which gold is 
associated, or combined, without the express sanction first had and obtained of the Secretary for .Mines 
for the time being, the Governor, with the advice of the Executive, may declare, these presents void, and 
thereupon all the right, title, and interest of the lessee, his executors, administrators, and transferees 
under these presents shall cease and determine both at law and in equity. And the said lessee does 
hereby, for himself, his heirs, executors, administrators, and transferees, covenant with Her Majesty, her 
heirs and successors, in manner following, that is to say:—

1. That the said lessee, his executors, administrators, and transferees shall and will during the 
said term pay unto Her Majesty, Her Heirs and Successors, the rent hereby reserved, at the times and 
places hereinbefore appointed for payment thereof, clear of all deductions.

2. And shall and will after the expiration of six months from date of delivery hereof, upon and during 
all lawful working days, except when prevented by inevitable accident or during the execution of repairs, 
make, construct, and work the said land, mine, and premises in the best and most effectual manner, and 
to the best advantage, without interruption ; and shall and will diligently explore and search for coal in, 
on, and under the said laud, mine, and premises.

3. And shall and will, after the expiration of the 'said six months, employ in the construction of the 
works, or in mining operations on or under the said land, during the first month of the said term, and 
during the usual hours of labour, two able and competent workmen and miners at the least, and during 
the remainder of the said term, and during the usual hours of labour, shall and will employ as aforesaid, 
not less than ten such workmen and miners, unless prevented by inevitable accident, or during the 
execution of repairs, so that within the first three years of the term hereby created there shall be expended 
upon the said land, mine, and premises, such a sum of money as shall be equal to five pounds sterling 
upon each and every acre hereby demised: Provided that the lessee, or if there be more than one lessee, 
each lessee who shall work as aforesaid shall count as and be deemed for the purposes of these presents 
to be a workman or miner employed as aforesaid.

4. And shall and will during the said term effectually drain the said mine, and pump all water 
likely to cause injury thereto, or which would prevent or interfere with the working thereof; and if the 
said mine shall be aitected, or he liable to be affected, by the same flow or body of water as any other 
mine or mines contiguous thereto, shall and will, if and whenever requested so to do, contribute with the 
lessee or lessees or owner or owners of such other mines, a reasonable proportion of the machinery and 
labour necessary to free and keep such mine or mines free from water to a workable extent; or if the 
said mine shall be kept free from water to a workable extent, either wholly or partially by means of the 
machinery and labour of a contiguous mine or mines; or by reason of any works constructed or money 
expended by the lessee or lessees, owner or owners, of such contiguous mine or mines,—then shall and 
will pay to such lessee or lessees, owner or owners, as aforesaid, a reasonable proportion of the cost of 
such machinery, labour, or works, or a reasonable proportion of the money so expended, and the Secretary

for

5
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for Mines for the time being may. if and whenever he shall think fit, depute some efficient person who 
shall have access to and inspection of all such mines, to determine when the said mine is so freed or kept 
wholly or partially free from water, and what are the reasonable proportions of such expenses aforesaid, 
and to whom and when the same are to he paid,—such decision to be final and conclusive on all parties.

15- shall and will make such provision for the disposal of the detritus, dirt, waste, or refuse of 
the said mine that the same shall not be an inconvenience, nuisance, or obstruction to any roadway, river, 
creek, or private or Crown lands, or shall not in any manner occasion any public or private damage or 
inconvenience.

6. And shall and will erect, and keep erected, during the said term, a post, painted white, at each 
angle of the said land, and at such points along the boundary-lines as shall be necessary, so as plainly and 
accurately to define the boundary-lines and angles of the said land ; and each such post shall he fixed 
firmly in the ground, and shall project above the surface thereof not less than 3 feet.

7. And shall and will, as often as required so to do during the term, make and deliver to the 
Secretary for Mines for the time being, or any officer appointed or instructed to collect, obtain, or receive 
the same, all such true and proper plans and sections, returns, and statistics of the workings and 
operations of the said mine, made up to the last day of the preceding month (the truth and accuracy of 
which shall be verified by tho statutory declaration of the lessee for the time being, or the manager, or 
other officer having the charge, control, and direction of the works of the said mine) as the Secretary for 
Mines shall from time to time direct. And shall and will, whenever required by the Secretary for Mines 
so to do, deliver to any officer appointed or instructed as aforesaid, samples of the minerals, metals, and 
ores, or any of them, found in or upon such mine and land.

, S. And shall and will, during the said term, make proper and reasonable compensation to the 
occupier or occupiers, lessee or lessees from the Crown, of any adjoining laud in respect of any damage 
which may be sustained by him or them, by reason of the working of the said mine, or the carrying on 
of the works thereof or connected therewith, such compensation to be determined by the Secretary for 
Minos, or by some person authorized by him so to do.

9. And shall and will permit any mining surveyor, or other person duly authorized in that behalf, 
with all proper or necessary assistants, at all reasonable times, during the said term, quietly to enter into 
and upon the said land, mine, and premises, to survey and examine the state and condition thereof; and 
for the purposes aforesaid, to descend all pits and shafts, and to enter into and use all adits, levels, 
galleries, drives, and excavations, and to use all roads, ways, engines, ropes, machinery, gear, appliances, 
materials, labour, and other things in or on tho said laud and mine, which shall be by him deemed necessary, 
without making any compensation for the same, so nevertheless that in so doing no unnecessary interference 
is caused with the carrying on of the said mining works,

10. And further, shall and will at all times during the said term keep and preserve the said mine 
and premises from all avoidable injury or damage, and also the levels, drifts, shafts, watercourses, roads, 
ways, works, erections, and fixtures therein and thereon in good repair and condition, except such of the 
matters and things last aforesaid as shall from time to timo be considered by a mining surveyor or other 
proper officer authorized by the Secretary for Mines to inspect and report upon such matters and things 
to be unnecessary for the proper working of the said mine or any contiguous mine, and in such state and 
condition shall and will at the end or sooner determination of the said term deliver peaceable possession 
thereof, and of all and singular the premises hereby demised to Her Majesty, Her Heirs and Successors, 
or to the Warden or other officer authorized to receive possession thereof. Nevertheless, the Secretary 
for Mines may, if he think fit, permit the lessee, his executors, administrators, and transferees, within six 
months after possession shall have been received as aforesaid, to enter upon the said land, and to remove 
therefrom such machinery, plant, and apparatus as shall have been erected and fixed upon such land, and 
such earth, rock, ore, mineral, or metal as shall have been won from and raised to the surface of such 
mine.

11. And shall not nor will use or occupy, or permit to be used or occupied, the said land, or any 
part thereof, for other than mining purposes, or for pasturage, or as sites for dwellings, or garden ground 
for the persons employed in, on, or about the said mine.

12. And shall not nor will mine in or upon the said mine, land, and premises for any mineral, 
metal, or ore other than coal, without the express sanction of the Secretary for Mines.

13. And shall not nor will transfer, underlet, or part with possession of the said land, mine, and 
premises, or any part thereof, or mortgage, charge, or encumber the same, without the license first had 
and obtained of the Secretary for Mines for the time'being: Provided always that no such license shall 
be necessary in cases where, by operation of law or otherwise, a sale of the said land, mine, and premises, 
or any part or parts thereof, is made by any person or persons entitled to sell the same for the benefit of 
the creditors or a creditor of tho lessee or his transferees, or in cases where the lessee or his transferees 
desires to let the said mine and premises, or any part thereof, to be worked on tribute.

. 14. And shall not nor will close up or obstruct any adit or adits to or from any contiguous mine 
or mines, whereby fresh air is admitted or ventilation promoted.

_ 15. And shall not nor will plead acceptance of rent by or on behalf of Her Majesty as a waiver of 
the right of Her Majesty, or of the Secretary for Mines, or other officer on behalf of Her Majesty, to 
enforce observance of the covenants herein contained, or of the right of the G-overnor, with the advice of 
the Executive Council, to declare these presents void for breach of any such covenant: Provided always 
and it is hereby agreed and declared in manner following :—

16. That it shall he lawful for Her Majesty, her heirs, successors, and assigns to make and use in, on, 
or under the said land any levels, drifts, leads, shafts, watercourses, adits, roads, ways, and passages for freeing 
and keeping free any other lands or mines from water, or for conveying water to auy other lands or mines 
for mining purposes, or for supplying any other mines with fresh air, or for effectually working any other 
mines, or for any public purpose whatsoever, causing as little damage, obstruction, or interference as 
possible to or with the said mine and the works thereof. And if at any time during the term hereby 
created any part or parts of the land hereby demised, or any part or parts of the surface thereof, shall be 
required for the purpose of any township, village, railway, road, canal, watercourse, reservoir, or for auy

other
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other public purpose, it shall be lawful for the Governor, for the time being, with the advice of theExecutivo 
Council, on giving three months notice of his intention so to do, to cause to be set out the part or parts 
of the said land, or of the surface thereof which shall be so required, and as soon as the same shall be so 
set out such part or parts of tho said land, or of the surface thereof, shall cease to he included in tho land 
hereby demised, and the lessee, his executors, administrators, or transferees, shall not be entitled to any 
abatement of rent, or any compensation whatever in respect thereof.

17. And if the lessee, his executors, administrators, or transferees shall prove to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary for Mines for the time being that the said mine is unworkable from any cause whatsoever, 
or that the lessee, his executors, administrators, or transferees is or are unable, by reason of sickness or 
other sufficient cause, to work in such land or mine, or that the supply of water is insufficient to allow 
the working of tho said land, mine, and premises to be profitably carried on, tbe said Secretary for Mines 
may grant permission to suspend work therein or thereon, for any period not exceeding six months, without 
the lessee, his executors, administrators, or transferees incurring in respect thereto any forfeiture or 
penalty for breach of any covenant herein contained.

18. And lastly, that if the lessee, his executors, administrators, or transferees shall at any time 
during the said term fail to use such land bond fide for the purpose for which it has been demised, or if 
and whenever the said rent shall bo in arrear for thirty days after the time appointed for payment thereof, 
whether the same shall have been legally demanded or not, or if and whenever there shall be a breach of 
or non-compliance with the covenants and provisoes herein contained by tbe lessee, bis executors, 
administrators, or transferees, and the lessee, his executors, administrators, or transferees shall not have 
obtained from the Secretary for Mines for the time being, permission to suspend work as aforesaid, m 
case tbe breach shall have been for the non-compliance with the covenants for the employment of workmen 
or miners, or for the working of the mine, the Governor, with the advice of tbe Executive Council, who 
alone and finally shall judge and determine the matter upon the evidence or reports submitted by the 
Secretary for Mines for the time being may declare these presents void, and upon publication in the 
Government Gazette of notice of such declaration, all the right, title, and interest of the lessee, executors, 
administrators, and transferees, under these presents shall cease and determine both at law and in equity, 
and the production of a copy of the Government Gazette containing a notice, purporting to he signed by 
the Secretary for Mines, declaring the lease void, shall be conclusive evidence in all Courts whatsoever in 
the Colony of New South Wales of a brcacli of or non-compliance with the covenants and provisoes 
herein contained, sufficient to authorize and sustain such declaration having been lawfully made, and that 
the interest created hereunder has been lawfully determined ; and thereupon it shall be lawful for Her 
Majesty, her heirs and successors, or her or their agents or officers, or for any bailiff or other person, duly 
authorized thereto, or for any holder of a mineral license, who has tho permission of the Secretary for 
Mines for the time being, without any previous demand whatsoever, to enter forthwith into and upon tbe 
said land and premises hereby granted, and tbo same to repossess and enjoy as fully and effectually to all 
intents and purposes as if these premises had not been made, and the said lessee, his executors, adminis
trators, and transferees, to expel and remove without any legal process, and as effectually as the Sheriff 
might do in case judgment in ejectment had been obtained and a writ of habere facias possessionem, had 
been issued on such judgment; and in case of such entry and any legal proceeding taken in respect 
thereof, the defendant or defendants in any such proceeding may plead leave and license in bar thereof; 
and these presents shall he conclusive evidence of such leave and license by the lessee, his executors, 
administrators, and transferees, or other tho person or persons, plaintiff or plaintiffs, in such proceedings, 
for such entry or other matters complained of in such proceedings.

In witness whereof, His Excellency Sm Hercules Georae Kobert Koemson, Enight Grand 
Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. George, the Governor and 
Commander-in-Cliief of the Colony of New South Wales, hath, on behalf of Her Majesty the 
Queen, caused the seal of the sain Colony to he affixed to this Grant, and also set his hand at 
Government House, Svdney, in the said Colony, the day and year first above written, and the 
lessee has also set his {land and seal the seventeenth day of February, 1879.

HBKCULES ROBINSON. 
EDWARD C. MEREWETHER.

Signed, sealed, and delivered hy the within named Edward C. Merewether, in the presence of,—

Alex. Euhbdaihe, C.L.A., Newcastle.
17/2/79. W. H. Suitor.

7

SCHEDULE. .
Two hundred and cighty-seven acres two roods, county of Northumberland, parish of Kaliibah, portion 33b : Com

mencing at a point on the bed of a small creek being the south-west comer of James Mitchell’s, (now E. C. Merewether s) 
nine hundred and fifty acres in the parish of Newcastle, and bounded thence on part of the east by part of the west 
boundary-line of that portion bearing north twenty-four chains fifty-five links ; on the north by the south boundary of a 
measured portion of four hundred and thirteen acres three roods, now tbe property of B. C. Merewether, bearing west fifty-two 
chains fifty-two links ; on the west by tbe east boundary-line of portion 29a, and part of the east boundary-line of portion 
30a, bearing south sixty chains forty links ; on tho south by the north boundary-line of portion 34n of one hundred and 
seventy-four and a half acres, bearing east thirty-four minutes north forty-six chains five links ; and on the remainder of 
the east by part of the west boundary-line of portion 3 ; and the west boundaries of portions 2 and 1, all of fifty Mires, 
bearing north thirty-three chains ninety-eight links to tbe bed of the small creek aforesaid; and thence by a line down 
the creek bearing north seventy-seven degrees forty-two minutes east six chains sixty-two links, to the point of 
commencement.

PLAN.
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S«e N«. 1.

Copy not 
obtairmble.

8

PLAN.

B. C. Merewether,

Jas. Mitchell

HOW
E, C. Merewether.

413a. 2r,

Boundary.

ex. rd.

174a. 2r.
Scale : SO chains to 1 inch.

Note,—Dotted lines represent line; double lines represent red.
Registered in the Department of Mines, at Sydney, this 10th day of December, a.d. 1878, at the hour of 

10 o’clock in the forenoon, and numbered in the Register, 617.
_______________________________ T. C. BIN NT, Registrar.

No. 6.
Gazette Notice.

Notice to applicants for Mineral Leases.
< Department of Mines, Sydney, 10 December, 1878.

Notice is hereby given that the undermentioned applications for mineral leases of Crown Lands have 
been approved by His Excellency the G-overnor and the Executive Council.

_ W. H. SUTTOR.
No., Newcastle, 14; name, E. C. Merewether; locality, county of Northumberland, parish of 

Kahibah; area, 287 acres 2 roods; date of application, 18th December, 1875 ; date of commencement of 
rental, 11th November, 1878 ; lease No., 617.

No. 7.
Mr. E. C. Merewether to The Under Secretary for Mines.

Sir, The Ridge, Newcastle, 17 February, 1878.
On the 18th December, 1875,1 applied for a mineral lease of a measured portion of land in 

the parish of Kahibah, county of Northumberland, which was shown on the map of that county as con
taining 296 acres, and at the same time paid the C.P.S. at Newcastle the first year’s rent amounting to 
£74. ' ‘

I have recently received a notice from that officer informing me that the lease was lying at his 
office for execution by me, and on inspecting it I found that the area of tbe land having been reduced by 
the laying out of a public road to 287^ acres, the annual rent had been reduced to £71 17s. 6d., leaving a 
balance to my credit of £2 2s. 6d.

The lease, however, runs from the 11th November, 1878, and tho rent for the broken period of 
fifty days is stated to be £10 0s. lid. This, less tho amount to my credit, would leave the sum of 
£7 18s. 5d. still due to the Crown, and I beg to enclose herewith cheque for that amount, with £1 added, 
which I am informed is the fee payable on the issue of tho deed.

I have executed the lease and counterpart, hut cannot of course obtain the deed until I produce 
a receipt for the rent for the broken period, and I have therefore the honor to request that you will be 
good enough to cause such receipt to be forwarded either to the C.P.S, at Newcastle or direct to me at 
the above address with as little delay as possible.

I have, &c.,
---------  EDWARD C. MEREWETHER.

Rent may be received.—H.W., 18/2/79. Cheque, £8 18s. 5d.—T.C.B., 18/2/79. Treasury
receipt to Mr. Merewether, 19/2/79.

No. 8.



1067

No. 8.
Minute of The Under Secretary for Mines.

The Examiner of Coal-fields will please report whether the labour conditions of mineral lease G17, 
Newcastle. E. C. Merewether. lessee, are being observed,

H.W., B.C., 20/5/84.

9

Mr, Merewether being in Newcastle, and having been informed by his agent of my proposed 
inspection, he accompanied me on the 31st ultimo to his Redhead Tunnel on his freehold land (portion 19) 
adjoining tho 287£ acres. I find that no men are at present, or have been for some time past, employed 
on his 2871- acres mineral lease; but since the first week in January last, and up to tho present time, two 
and sometimes three men have been employed by Mr. Merewether in re-opening and draining the Redhead 
Tunnel with a view, he informs me, of driving tho tunnel into the coal under the 2S7( acres, which he 
estimates will have to he driven about 100 yards from its present face. At Mr. Merewether's request I 
forward liorewith a letter he has written me and a statement of moneys expended by him in rents, 
sinkings, and borings on mineral lease No, G1'7.

Under Secretary for Mines, B.C., 2/6/84.—J.M.
Let Mr. Merewether be called upon to show cause why the lease should not bo forfeited.—J. P, 

Abbott, 4/6/84.

Mr. R, Scott to The Examiner of Coal-fields, Newcastle.
Sir, The Junction, Newcastle, 27 May, 18S4. _

I regret that I was away from my office when you called there this morning, Should you, however, find it 
convenient to call again to-morrow, between the hours of 10 a.m, and 1 p.m., I will be glad to furnish you -with any 
information you may require. 1 am, -fee.,

ROBERT SCOTT.

Mr. E. C. Merewetlier to The Examiner of Coal-fields.
Sir, Burwood Office, Newcastle, 31 May, 1884.
" In reference to the visit of inspection which, accompanied by me, you, this day, made to the tunnel on my 

freehold land at Little Redhead, and also to the adjoining block of land which I hold under lease from the Crown, I beg 
now to enclose a statement of the moneys which I have expended on the said leasehold land since tho issue of the lease in 
1879, and also of sums expended by myself and the late ])r. Mitchell on the same block under a prior lease from the Crown, 
and have the honor to request that you will be good enough to forward this statement with the report, which you are about 
to furnish, to the Department of Mines. I have, &c.,

- EDWARD C. MEREWETHER,

Memo, of moneys expended by E. C. Merewetlier on the portion of Crown Lands in the parish of Kahibah, 
county of Northumberland, lield by him under lease No. G17 :—

£ s. d. £ s. cl.
Betwixt 22nd January and 12th August, 1880, in sinking a shaft 131 feet deep... 435 13 0 
Betwixt March 10th and 29th, 1881, in boring with diamond drill 290 foct to

bottom of Borehole seam .................................................................................... 482 18 4
Cost of boxes for core of same, which Mr, Merewether has presented to the

Mining Department ........................................................................................... 4 12 10
------------- 923 4 2

Rent of land for the years 1879 to 1884, both inclusive, at £71 17s. 6d. per
annum—5s. per acre...........................................................................................  431 5 0

Kent paid for same block, under the original lease, 6 years, at £74 per annum ... 444 0 0
------------- 875 5 0

Before the property came into Mr. Merewether's possession Dr. Mitchell or his
assigns had paid rent at same rate for eleven years (say) ............................................... 814 0 0

£2,812 9 2
No return whatever as yet. E. C. MEREWETHER,

31/5/84.

No. 9.
Tho Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. E. C. Merewether.

Department of Alines, Sydney, G Juno, 1884.
You arc hereby called upon to show cause, within thirty days, why mineral lease No. 617, delivered 
17th February, 1879, under which you are the lessee, should not be cancelled for non-observance of tbe 
conditions thereby imposed. HARR1E WOOD,

Under Secretary for Alines.

No. 10.
Mr. E. C. Merewether to The Under Secretary for Mines.

Sir, Castlefields, Bondi, 4 July, 1884. _
Acknowledging receipt of your letter of tbe Gth ultimo,11 requiring me to show cause within sec No, o. 

thirty days why mineral lease No. 617, under which I am lessee, should not be cancelled for non-observ
ance of the conditions thereby imposed,” I have now the honor to submit the following statement for the 
favorable consideration of tbe Honorable the Minister for Mines :—

The measured portion of land demised by lease No. 617 was originally leased to tbe late Mr. James 
Mitchell, and was worked by him or his assigns or representatives until tbe close of the year 1875, when 
the lease was surrendered by me, and 1 applied for a fresh lease of the land under tbe provisions of tbe 
5Gth clause of the Alining Act of 1874.

In my application I undertook, if the lease were granted, to employ two men during the first two 
years of the term, and ten men during the remainder of the term,

531—B In
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In a memorandum, however, appended to my application, to which I beg to refer you, I stated that 
for reasons therein given the coal in tbe land applied for had previously been worked hy headings driven 
into it from freehold lands adjoining it on the east, which had belonged to the late Mr. Mitchell, but were 
then my property ; that I proposed to continue to work the leasehold coal in the same way, hut that 
owing to a creek having recently broken into and flooded the headings first opened out, it would he 
necessary to drive fresh ones, a work which would occupy considerable time. At the time, I had every 
reason to suppose I should be able to do this, and bad let my tunnels for tbe purpose, but being 
dissatisfied with the way in which the men to whom I had let them were going on, I got rid of them early 
in 1876, and waited the issue of my application. ■

A lease was issued to me in January, 1879, and towards the close of that year I entered into a 
contract for sinking a shaft in the leased land down to tho first seam of coal known as the Victoria Tunnel 
Seam. The work was commenced early in January, 1880, and was completed in August of same year. 
The floor of this seam was reached at a depth of 131 feet, and the amount expended on the work was 
£435 13s. During its progress three and sometimes four men were employed.

Later in the same year I entered into negotiations with the Diamond Drill Company to put a bore 
down to prove the ground to a further depth of from 250 feet to 300 feet. An agreement to that effect 
was entered into in November, hut finding that the Diamond Drill Company could not undertake to 
commence the work for some time, I addressed a letter to you on the 10th December, 1880, asking that 
the Minister for Mines might he moved to sanction a suspension of my operations until the Diamond 
Drill Company were ready to proceed with the work. This request having been granted, the work was 
commenced in the month of February, 1881, and was completed at the end of March. The floor of the 
second seam, known as the “Borehole Seam,” was proved at a depth of 255 feet below the floor of the 
upper seam, but the bore -was carried down 49 feet further, making a total depth of 304 feet proved by 
the diamond drill. *
_ _ The cost, as shown by my books, was £482 18s. 4d. For reasons which it would take long to tell
in-writing, but could be verbally explained to you or the Minister in a short time, I then held my land 
until the month of October last, when I agreed with four or five working men to let them my tunnels on 
very easy terms, with the view of again winning the leasehold coal by continuing the headings already 
driven in my freehold land, more than one of which bad been stopped within a few chains of the eastern 
boundary of the leased land. Two, and sometimes three, of these men have been engaged ever since in 
freeing the tunnels from water and clearing the headings of falls, and they will, I confidently expect, he 
shortly at work getting out coal.

The headings originally driven into the leasehold land by my predecessors are, to use a technical 
phrase, drowned up, and must remain so until we arc able to approach them from another direction, as, 
although a strong dam was erected across them at the point where the creek broke in and is still standing, 
the water still gets through, and they cannot be used. The men to whom I have let my tunnels are 
earnest, energetic fellow's, and I have every confidence in their determination to push on the work.

_ I trust I have now said enough to showr that I took up the land in good faith, and although I have 
failed to carry out the letter of the lease in so far as the labour conditions are concerned, I have in great 
measure acted up to the spirit of it, as the statement of the amount expended on the land in works and 
rent, which is hereto appended, will show that I have spent nearly the full amount of £5 per acre, which 
the lease provides shall be spent in the first three years of the term.

I venture, however, to urge, in support of my claim for consideration, the fact that under the old 
lease, which was, I believe, taken out at the end of 1861, as soon as the Lands Occupation Act of that 
year was passed, large sums of money were expended on the land hy the late Mr. Mitchell or his assigns, 
and after his death by his representatives in works and rent; the latter alone, which is the only item I can 
trace, amounted to £1,036.

I may also urge that the leasehold block is surrounded on all sides hut the west by freehold lands 
belonging to me, and consisting as it does of rough broken country, can he worked to the best advantage 
from my land and tunnels, which it may be well to mention are connected by a private railway with the 
Great Northern Kailway and the shipping wharves at Newcastle.

I would further plead that I have been led to understand that the consideration I ask for has been 
extended to others under somewhat similar circumstances, and unless I am wrongly informed was so 
extended not long since in a case in which Mr. G. A. Lloyd was lessee.

I must apologise for the length to which I have carried this explanation, but looking to the great 
importance of the question to me, and the fact that I could only show my bona fides by going folly into 
the circumstances, I hope it may he excused.

In addition to the statement of expenditure, I append a rough tracing of the land and n portion of 
the works, which may help to make my explanation clearer, and in conclusion beg to add, that should the 
Minister for Mines be pleased to consider that I have shown sufficient cause why my lease should not be 
cancelled, but is not satisfied to allow further operations on the leasehold to remain in abeyance until it 
is tapped from the existing tunnels, I will undertake, if so required, to employ on the leasehold within 
one month from the date of notice to that effect, the number of men for which provision is made in the 
lease, though I cannot hut regard it as almost a waste of money.

I shall he glad to afford any personal explanation that may he needed, and now leaving the matter 
in your hands, I have, &c.,

--------  EDWAKD C. MEKEWETHEK.
In this case, I presume, there is no need to refer the matter to any officer for enquiry, as the 

lessee admits that ho has not literally complied with the conditions of the lease in regard to thc cmploy- 
ment of labour. There are precedents for allowing land to he worked from adjoining land, and in such 
cases for suspending the conditions until the underground works in the adjoining land reach the land in 
question. ’

Submitted.—H.W., 9/7/84. Vide application with note thereon.

Memo.
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Memo, of moneys expended on the portion of Crown Lands in the parish of Kahibah, county of Northum
berland, presently held by E. 0. Merewether under mineral lease No. C17, being measured portion 
No. 33 in the plan of said county, formerly containing 296 acres, but now reduced by Roads to 287£
acres:—

£ b. d. £ a. d.
Betwixt January and September, 1SS0, in sinking a shaft 131 feet deep to bottom

of Victoria Tunnel seam ................................................................................ 435 13 0
Betwixt February and April, 1881, in boring with Diamond Drill 255 feet from 

bottom of Victoria Tunnel seam to bottom of Borehole seam, and 40 feet
below Last seam (say 304 feet in all) ..............................   4S2 18 4

----------------------- 918 11 4
Rent of land for six years, 1870 to 1884, both inclusive, at £71 17s. Gd. per

annum, being at rate of 5s. per acre on 2874 acres........................................ 431 5 0
Rent for broken period, from 11th November to 31st December, 1879 ............. 7 18 5
Survey fee .............................................................................................................. 7 0 0
Deed fee .................................................................................................................. 1 0 0

----------------------  447 3 5

Total amount expended under present lease ......................................................  1,365 14 9

Rent paid for same block of land under old lease by the late James Mitchell, his assigns or 
representatives, for fourteen years, 1SG2 to 1875, both inclusive, at £74 per annum, being 
at rate of 6s. per acre on 296 acres.............. ........................................................................  1,036 0 0

Total amount expended on the block so far as can now be ascertained.............. 2,401 14 9
EDWARD C. MEREWETHER,

5 July, 1884.

Minute of the Secretary for Mines.
This letter may be referred to Mr. Mackenzie for report, and I wish him particularly to inform mo 
whether a shaft was sunk upon the area leased, as mentioned by Mr. Merewether; and if it was, then 
whether the amount stated to have been expended (£435 13s.) was a reasonable sum for the work so done. 
He will also report generally and fully upon the letter. Inform Mr. Merewether that 1 have referred the 
letter to Mr, Mackenzie for his report; that upon receiving it I shall he glad to see him before I decide 
the mailer.—J. P. Abbott, 10/7/84.

The Examiner of Coal Fields for report, B.C., 1J/7/84,—H.W,

No. 11.
The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. E. C. Merewether.

Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 11 July, 1884,
1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, in reply to see No. io. 

mine of tho Gth ultimo, wherein you. were called upon to show cause why mineral lease No. 617 should not See no. d. 
be cancelled, and I am to state that your letter will be referred to the Examiner of Coal-fields for 
report, upon receipt of which tho Secretary for Mines will be glad to see you before he arrives at a decision 
on the case. I have, &c.,

GERALD E. HERRING,
For the Under Secretary.

No. 12.
The Examiner of Coal-fields to The Under Secretary for Mines. .

Sir, Coal-fields Office, Newcastle, 17 July, 1884.
In compliance with the instructions of tho Honorable tho Secretary for Mines, conveyed to me 

under your blank cover of the 11th instant, on Mr. Merewether’s letter of tbo 4th idem, I have the honor sbbNo. n. 
to report,—

1. That I have been to Mr. Merewether’s Burwood office, and seen his agent, who showed me five 
tenders received by Mr. Merewether in 1879 for sinking a shaft, 9 feet in diameter in the clear, on his No.
617 mineral lease, of 2S7i acres, from the Crown, which are as follows :—

1. Cockhurn and others ..
2. Lee and others... ,.
3. Penman and others ..
4. Win, Little .............
5. Johnson and others .,

... at £4 15s. Od, per foot. 
... at £3 2s. 6d. do.
... at £3 2s, 6d. do.
... at £2 12s. Od, do.
... at £3 5s. Od. do.

No. 5, the tender of Johnson and others, was the one accepted, at 65s. per foot, the contractor to 
find all labour, tools, and all other materials necessary for the completion of the contract.

2. That the shaft is sunk upon No. 617 mineral lease, and I have seen in Mr. Merewether’s cash
book an account of the payments made for sinking it (copy of same herewith), and believe the amount 
stated (£435 13s.) is a reasonable sum for the work done.

3. That it appears from the colliery record tracing, forwarded herewith, that coal was wrought out 
from the Victoria tunnel scam under the No. 617 mineral lease up to December, 1868, and from the 
colliery plan in Mr. Merewether’s possession, that some coal was wrought out by a few bords after that 
date. (Vide tracing sent.)

4. I had no notification of, and therefore know nothing respecting, the fresh lease Mr. Mere- 
wethor says he applied for; what he undertook to do, or of the memorandum to which he refers, stating

that
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that for reasons therein given the coal in the land applied for had been previously worked by headings 
driven into it from freehold lands adjoining, by which headings he proposed to continue to work the lease
hold coal in a similar way, but a creek having broken into it and flooded the headings, it was necessary to 
drive fresh ones. I have, &c.,

JOHN MACKENZIE,
--------  Examiner of Coal-fields.

Submitted.—19/7/84. Inform Mr. Merewether that if he wishes to see me he can do so, 
and inform me as to particulars of Lloyd’s case, referred to by him.—J. P. Abbott, 23/7/84. Inform 
Mr. Merewether that I am satisfied that he has not complied with the conditions of the lease, but owing 
to the heavr expenditure he lias made I will not forfeit it; but in consideration of this he must pay a fine 
of £50 to the Consolidated Eevenue, and cany out all conditions for the future.—J. P. Abbott, 12/8/84.

12

No. 13.
The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. E, 0. Merewether.

Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 25 July, 1884,
SoeNo. n. Referring to my letter of the 11th instant, to the effect that upon receipt of the Examiner’s

report in the matter of your mineral lease No. 617, the Secretary for Mines would be glad to see you 
See No. 12. before a decision is arrived at on the case. I have the honor to inform you that the report has been 

received, and that the Secretary for Mines will see you if you desire to have an interview with him.
I have, Ac.,

HA ERIE WOOD,
Under Secrctarv.

No. 14.
The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. E. C. Merewether.

Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 15 August, 1884.
Referring again to the matter of the cause shown why your mineral lease No. 017 should not 

be cancelled, I am directed by tbe Secretary for Mines to state that he is satisfied you have not complied 
with the conditions of the lease, but that owing to the heavy expenditure you have made io connection 
with the lease he has decided not to forfeit it.

I am to add, however, that in consideration of such decision you are now called upon to pay a fine 
of £50 to the Consolidated Revenue, and in future to observe all the conditions imposed by the lease.

I have, &c.,
HARRIE WOOD,

Under Secretary.

No. 15.
Mr. E. C. Merewetlier to The Under Secretary for Mines.

Sir, Castlefield, Bondi, 19 August, 1884.
“ ' I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, informing tnc

that the Secretary for Mines, though satisfied that I have not complied with the conditions of my mineral 
lease No. 617, has decided, for the reasons therein stated, not to forfeit it, but that in consideration of 
that decision I am required to pay a fine of £50 to the Consolidated Revenue, and to fulfil in future 

f all the conditions of the lease, . _
In reply, I desire to express my thanks for the consideration extended to me, and herewith enclose 

mh Aug., 1884. cheque for £50, drawn on the Bank of Australasia, Sydney, of number and date as in the margin.
I beg to add, that I will take the necessary steps for complying with the labour conditions of the 

lease with as little delay as possible. I have, &c.,
E. C. MEREWETHER.

£50 cheque acknowledged, 23/8/84. See decision on 84-6659. The £50, being fine for non-
observancc of the labour conditions, may be paid into the Treasury.—H.W., 22/8/84. Paid into 
Treasury, 22/8/84.

No. 16.
Mr. A. Lindsay to The Secretary for Minos.

Sir, . Patrick-street, Newcastle, 24 August, 1884.
I do myself the honor of drawing your attention to the abandonment or non-fulfilment of the 

conditions of a mineral lease in the Newcastle division, No. 617, portion No. 33b, containing 287 acres 2 
roods, in the county of Northumberland, parish of Kahibah, date of delivery of lease, 17th February, 1879, 
to one E. C. Merewether, with a desire to have the said lease cancelled.

And I would most respectfully submit, for the consideration of the Government, of which you have 
the honor to be a member, that this land, now held under a mineral lease as above described, should bo 
laid out and put up for sale as a Government township, so as to give the working classes of this district 
an opportunity of obtaining a freehold home of their own for themselves and families—a thing quite 
impossible now for them to obtain, as the land for a considerable distance to the soui.h and west of New
castle is the private property of the before-mentioned person—E. 0. Merewether—and he will only grant 
a lease of his land on terms and conditions which seem to me both oppressive and arbitrary, a copy of 
which I shall forward for your inspection if deemed necessary.

And
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And .11 a further reason for forming this land into a Government township is the complete absence 
of any Government township on the south side of Newcastle, that is to say, between Newcastle and Lake 
Macguarie ; and as a further reason why it should be formed into a Government township is tbe elevated 
position this land occupies; in fact a healthier spot could not be found between this port and Lake 
Macquarie.

I sincerely trust tho above suggestions will be now received by you and tbe other members of the 
Government in the same friendly spirit in which I have written, and not to think that I have any desire 
to dictate as to what you should do in this or any other matter. _

Trusting you will take such steps in this affair as seems to you most desirable,
’ 1 ^ALEXANDER LINDSAY,

_____  Mining Engineer.
The forfeiture having been waived quite recently, in consideration of the payment of a fine, nothing 

can now be done so long as Mr. Merewether observes the conditions; but an extract might be made of 
that part of tbe letter relating to tbe survey of a township, and forwarded to the Lands Department.
H.W., 27/8/84. ... * , „ T. ,

Submitted. Approved.—J. P. Abbott, 1/9/84. Extract to Lands, 4/9/84. Mr. Lindsay 
informed, 5/9/84.

No. 17. .
The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. A. Lindsay.

Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 5 September, 1884.
"With reference to your letter of the 24th ultimo, in which you draw attention to the non- Nc. is, 

fulfilment of the conditions of mineral lease No. 617, with a view to having such lease cancelled, I have 
tho honor to inform you that the forfeiture of the lease in question having been waived quite recently in 
consideration of the payment of the fine, nothing can now be done in respect of cancellation so long as 
the lessee (E. C. Merewether) observes the conditions. _ ... .

I am to add that an extract of that part of your letter respecting the desirability of forming a 
township between Newcastle and Lake Macquarie has been forwarded to the Lands Department.

I have, &c.,
HAI1RIE WOOD,

Tinder Secretary.

No. 18.
Mr. E. C. Merewether to The Under Secretary for Mines.

g;rj Castlefield, Bondi, 16 September, 1884,
I have tbo honor to request that you will be good enough to lay before the Honorable tbe 

Secretary for Mines tbe enclosed application for authority to sublet, on the terms therein stated, tbe 
right to work the minerals underlying the lands demised to me by mineral lease No. 617.

I have, &c.,
E. C. MEREWETHER.

Mr. E, C. Merewether to The Secretary for Mines, 
g;,. Castlefield, Bondi, 16 September, 18S4.

' As the registered lessee of tbe mineral lands demised by a certain mineral lease granted by Her Majesty tbe 
Queen to me, dated 11 November, 1878, and numbered 617 in the Register, I have the honor to request that you will be 
pleased to authorize me to sublet to Messrs. T. and M. C. Cowlishaw, of Sydney, the right to work the minerals under
lying the whole of the lands so demised to me, with power to them to assign their interest therein to the Burwood 
Coal-mining Company. , .

The purpose for which I propose to sublet the land is to mine for coni and fireclay in connection with mines now open 
or hereafter to be opened in adjoining lands of which I am the owner in fee-simple, and the several terms, conditions, and 
restrictions to which tho sub-leases will be subject are— _ . .

1st. The due fulfihnent of all and singular the tenns, conditions, covenants, provisoes, restrictions, and reserva
tions, contained in the mineral lease No. 617 above mentioned, save and except as regards the annual rent 
therein reserved, payment of which will continue to be made hy me. _

2nd. The sub-lease will give no rights to tlm nse of the surface, except in so far as it may he required for the 
■ opening out of tunnels and the sinking of shafts. _ _ _ _

3rd. The sub-lease will reserve to me a royalty or tribute of one penny (Id.) per ton in every shilling of the selling 
price on all coal and fireclay wrought or raised from the said lands.

I have, &e.,
E. C. MEREWETHER.

£1 cheque.—T.C.B., 18/9/84. M. L. 617, E. C. Merewether. Delivered rent paid 31/12/84. 
Vide 84/8,611. Submitted.—T.O.B., 20/9/84. Mr. Benny—Any fee with this application P—G.E.H. 
(for U.S.), 22/9/84. Yes. Submitted.—G.E.H. (for U.S.), 22/9/84. Approved—J. P. Abbott, 
23/9/84. lufd., 2 October, 1884.

No. 19.
Mr. A. Lindsay to The Under Secretary for Mines.

Sir Patrick-strcet, Newcastle, 18 September, 1884, .■
I do myself tbe honor of acknowledging with thanks the receipt of your communication hear- bmnmT 

Jug date 5th instant, and numbered 84-8,811, “re the cancellation of mineral lease No. 617” in the 
Newcastle Division, and formerly held by one E. C. Merewether, _ _

In reply, I have to say that I am really astonished at the reply I have received ; in fact I cannot come 
to any other conclusion than this, that I must have got a reply that has been intended for some other 
person and sent to me by mistake. _

For in the first place bow can the Minister delegate to himself the power to accept a nominal fine 
for non-compliance, when it is clearly slated in the seventh line of the eighteenth clause of the mineral

‘ lease
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Sco No. 10.

►
See No. IS.

lease “ that the Governor, with tho advice of the Executive Council, who alone and finally shall judge 
and determine the matter upon the evidence or reports submitted by the Secretary for Mines for the time 
being, may declare these presents void, and upon publication in the Government Gazette of notice of such 
declaration all tbe right, title, and interest of the lessee, executors, administrators, and transferees, under 
these presents shall cease and determine both at law and in equity ?”

Again, .1 know for a certainty that others have been dealt with strictly in accordance with the 
terms of mineral lease, and had the land taken from them ; this I do not object to so long as all are 
served alike, but I cannot understand why flesh should be made of one and fish of another; you go on to 
say that a fine has been imposed for the non-compliance. Now admitting for argument sake that you have 
power to do such a thing, I think by going into calculations I will be able to show you that he has the 
best of the bargain. By a prospectus just issued I sec they contemplate working out the two top scams 
within fifty years ; take their own figures, 28acres at 12,024 tons per acre, will give a total quantity 
of 3,456,9*00 tons from 11 feet workable coal at lid. per ton,=£158,441 os.

Deduct amount payable to Government fifty years £ s. d. £ s. d.
rental under mineral lease at 5s. per acre ... 3,593 15 0

Proposed fine ... ... ... ... ... ... 50 0 0
—---------------- 3,643 15 0

Net profit to Merewether on round coal without any--------------------
outlay .................................................................................. 154,797 10 0

Saves under labour clause two men for two years at
10s. per day from ’79 to ’81 ................................................ 312 0 0

Saves ten men for three years at 10s. per day from
August, 1881, to August, 1884 ................................................ 1,560 0 0

Then presuming he paid no ground rent till he got his
lease three and two-third years, to 17th August, .
1879, at £7117s. 6d. per annum ... ... ......................... 263 10 10

14

Net profit by the transaction to Merewether..................................... £156,933 0 10

■ I think I have shown clearly to yon that there is very little mutuality in this bargain, not men
tioning the legality at all, and with all due respect to the Honorable the Minister for Mines, I enter my 
solemn protest against E. C. Merewether being allowed fo hold this mineral lease for the reasons I have 
already given. I have, <fcc.,

ALEXANDER LINDSAY,
--------  Mining Engineer.

Acknowledge the receipt.—.!. P. Abbott, 27/9/84. Acknowledged, 30/9/84.

No. 20.
The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr, A. Lindsay.

Sir, ■ Department of Mines, Sydney, 30 September, 1884.
I have the honor, by direction of the Secretary for Mines, to acknowledge receipt of your 

letter of the 18th instant, on the subject of mineral lease No. 617, in the name of E. C. Merewether.
I have, &c.,

G. E. HERRING,
____________________________ (For the Under Secretary.)

No. 21.
The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. E. 0. Merewether.

Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 2 October, 1884.
Referring to your letter of the 16th ultimo, in which you enclose au application for authority 

to sublet the right to work the minerals underlying tho lands demised to you under lease No. 617,1 have 
the honor to inform you that the Secretary for Mines has granted such authority.

I have, &e.,
G. E. HERRING,

(For the Under Secretary.)

' No. 22.
Messrs. Salter and Barker to The Secretary for Mines.

Sir, Longueville Chambers, Young-street, Sydney, 8 November, 1884.
On behalf of Mr. E, C. Merewether we have the honor of asking your attention to the following 

circumstances;—
By mineral lease, dated 11th November, 1878, No. 617, 287 acres 2 roods, county of Northumber

land, parish of Kahibah, were leased to our client under covenant (clause 12), that he should not mine for 
any mineral save coal and (clause 13) should not underlet without the express sanction and license of the 
Secretary for Mines. Our client has (subject to the Minister’s assent being obtained) agreed to sublet 
the lands comprised in the lease to Messrs. Cowlishaw Brothers for the purpose of mining for coal and 
fireclay.

"We have, on behalf of our client, to ask that you will be pleased to give your sanction to his under
letting as proposed, and to endorse on the lease a memorandum to include an express sanction to minefor 
fireclay. w"e enclose the form of consent we propose to endorse, and shall be obliged if you will kindly 
give the matter early attention. "We have, &c.,

SALTER & BARKER,
■ — - Solicitors for E. C. Merewether.

It
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' It is hereby notified that express sanction has been given to the within lessee to mine for and win 
and remove fireclay under the terms of the within lease; and also to transfer or underlet to Messrs. 
Cowlishaw Brothers, or any member of tbe said firm, for all tho interest of the lessee, or any portion 
thereof, but without prejudice to the lessees’ liability as original lessee, or to the terms and conditions of 
the said lease, save as hereby expressly enlarged.

Mr. Lindsay called to-day and stated that he intends to apply for a copy of the cause shown hy 
Mr. Merewether, with a view to proving that it is not based on fact, in the hope that the Minister will 
reconsider the decision. Perhaps no action should he taken on this application till Mr. Lindsay’s letter 
has been received and dealt with,—H.T\r., 12/11/81. Submitted.

I shall not reconsider my decision upon anything Mr. Lindsay may allege. I will approve of the 
transfer, but will not give permission to mine for fireclay, except upon payment for the right, at the rate 
of 5s, per acre per annum.—J. P. Abbott, 12/11/84.

Informed.—H.W., 13/11/84;. Messrs. Salter and Barker and A. Lindsay informed, 17/11/84.

No. 23.
Mr, A. Lindsay to The Secretary for Mines.

Sir, Patrick-street, Newcastle, 15 November, 1884.
I do myself the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your favour, bearing date 30th See Ko. 20. 

September, 1884, numbered 84-9,854, re the cancellation of lease No. 617, granted for coal-mining purposes 
to one E. C. Merewether at Newcastle, and your remarks thereon noted.

Would you kindly furnish me with a copy of tbe reasons given by tbe said E. C. Merewether, 
when called upon hy the Honorable the Minister for Mines to show cause why the said lease should 
not be declared forfeited so far as bo the said E. C. Merewether was concerned.

By so doing you will greatly oblige. I have, &e.,
' ALEXANDER LINDSAY,

--------  Mining Engineer.
As the matter has been decided there appears to be no reason for complying with this request,-—

H.’W., 27/11/84. Submitted. Inform Mr. Lindsay that Mr. Merewetlier gave reasons which satisfied 
me, and that I decline to give him a copy of those reasons.—J. P. Abbott, 27/11/84. Informed, 28th 
November, 1884.

No. 24. ■
The Under Secretary for Mines to Messrs. Salter and Barker.

G-entlemcn, Department of Mines, Sydney, 17 November, 1884.
Referring to your letter of the 8th instant, m which you ask on behalf of Mr. E. C. Merewether Seo N.°-K- 

that the Secretary for Mines will sanction the subletting of the land held under mineral lease No. 617, 
by your client the said E. C. Merewether, and endorse on the lease express authority to mine the land 
for fireclay, 1 am directed to inform you that Mr. Abbott will approve of the transfer hut declines to 
grant permission to mine for fireclay, except upon payment for the right at the rate of 5s. per acre per 
annum in addition to the rent received under the lease.

I have, &c,,
HARRIE WOOD,

Under Secretary.

No. 25.
The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. A. Lindsay.

Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 17 November, 1884,
Referring further to your letter of tbe 18th September last, in-which you protest against Soe No-19- 

allowing Mr. E. 0. Merewether to hold his mineral lease No. 617, 1 am directed by the Secretary for 
Mines to inform you that in view of all the circumstances lie does not see any reason for altering the 
decision already given. I have, &c.,

HARRIE WOOD,
Under Secretary.

No. 26.
The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. A. Lindsay.

Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 28 November, 1884.
Referring to your letter of the 15th instant in which a request is made for a copy of the See no. ss. 

reasons given by Mr, E. C. Merewether in reply to a notice calling upon him to show cause why mineral 
lease No. 617 should not be cancelled, I am directed by the Secretary for Mines to inform you that Mr, 
Merewether gave reasons which satisfied him, and that he declines to furnish a copy of such reasons.

I have, Ac.,
HARRIE WOOD,

Under Secretary.

No. 27. .
Mr. E. C. Merewetlier to The Under Secretary for Mines. '

Sir, Mount Wilson, Western Line, 29 November, 1884.
My solicitors, Messrs. Salter and Barker, have forwarded to me your letter of the 17th instant, 866 No-24- 

intimating that the Secretary for Mines declines to grant to me, as lessee of the land held from the Crown 
under lease No. 617, the right to mine for fireclay as well as coal, except upon the payment for such right 
of 5s. per acre per annum in. addition to the rent reserved in the lease. I
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See No. 18.

See ifo. SI.

See No. 22.

Sec No, 23.:

Sod No. 27.

I am sorry that in their application my solicitors omitted to state the grounds on which it 
proceeded, and venture now to bring them before you for the information of the Secretary for Mines. 
They are as follows:—On the 16th September last, I, by letter, applied for authority to sublet the right 
to work the minerals underlying the lands held by me under mineral lease Xo. 617, and in my application 
stated that the purpose for which I proposed to sublet was to mine for coal and fireclay.

By letter from your Department of number and date as in the margin, I was informed that the 
Secretary for Mines had granted the authority so applied for, and under the impression that that 
authority empowered me to sublet the right to mine for fireclay as well as coal, I directed the sub-lease 
to be prepared on those lines.

The counsel, however, who was employed to draft the sub-lease advised that for my own protection 
and the protection of my sub-tenants, the Secretary for Mines should be requested to give his express 
sanction either by endorsement on the lease or otherwise to the mining for fireclay, and hence the applica
tion recently made on my behalf by Messrs. Salter and Barker.

I beg further to state, for the information of Mr. Abbott, that the fireclay, which it is proposed to 
work, is a thin stratum that occurs in the middle of the Burwood seam of coal, and is only from 1 to 2 
inches in thickness.

The coal cannot be worked without taking out the fireclay, and as only a comparatively small 
quantity can be taken out in a year tho addition of 5s. per acre per annum for the rent for the privilege 
of taking it out would amount to a prohibition, and the clay would be thrown aside with other refuse and 
left in the mine.

I am not aware that any other fireclay of any commercial value exists in the land held under lease 
No. 617, and I trust that under the circumstances Mr. Abbott may see fit to reconsider his decision and 
give his express sanction to the removal of the thin seam in question without insisting on the payment of 
the additional rent. I have, &c.,

EDWARD C. MEREWETHER.

16

It might perhaps be well to instruct the Examiner to report upon the character of the deposit of 
fireclay and the rent that would be reasonable in view of all the circumstances.—H.W., 4/12/84.

Submitted. I shall not insist upon my previous decision. Mr. Merewether may transfer tho 
lease.—J. P. Abbott, 13/12/84, Prepare the license scheduled 14,—H.W., 15/12/84. Letter with
authority, 23rd December, 1884.

No. 28.
The Under Secretary for Mines to Mr. E. C. Merewether.

Sir, Department of Mines, Sydney, 23 December, 1884.
I have the honor to forward herewith a form of license allowing you to mine for fireclay on 

the land demised to you under mineral lease No. 617, as requested by your letter of the 29th ultimo.
I have, &c.,

HARRIE WOOD,
--------  Under Secretary.

Mineral Lease Regulations.
Schedule 14.

License to mine for other metals or minerals.
I, Joseph Paoiee Abbott, the Secretary for Mines of the Colony of New South Wales, hereby authorize 
you Edward Christopher Merewether, who appear to be the present legal holder of the mineral lease 
granted by Her Majesty the l/ueen to Edward Christopher Merewether, and dated the 11th day of 
November, 1878, and numbered in the Register 6L7, and your executors, administrators, and transferees, 
to work and win in the mine comprised in such lease for fireclay in addition to the metal or mineral 
mentioned in the said lease, for the residue of the term thereby granted, subject to the payment of rent 
at the rate of per acre of the land demised by the said lease, in addition to the rent reserved under 
the said lease, and to the following terms, conditions, and limitations, that is to say And this license is 
granted upon the express condition that the rent aforesaid shall be payable and recoverable in the same 
manner as rent reserved under the said lease; and the covenants, provisoes, and agreements in the 
said lease shall be applicable in all respects to tbo rent hereby made payable and to the fireclay hereby 
authorized to he worked, and the said lease shall be read throughout as if the said fireclay hereby 
authorised to be worked were demised by the said lease, and the rent hereby made payable was reserved 
and made payable in the said lease.

_ J.P. ABBOTT,
Dated at Sydney, this 23rd day of December, 1884. Secretary for Mines.

[Two Diagrams,]

[Ir. 3A]
Sydney; Thomas Biehnrds, Oorerament Printer,—1880.
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

RETORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE

PATRICK HANNAN’S MINING CLAIM AT
TEMORA;

together with the

PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE.

ORDERED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO BE PRINTED,

16 June, 1886. ,

SYDNEY: THOMAS RICHARDS, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

[3*] 591—
1886.
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1885-6.

EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Votes No. 04. Friday, 21 Mat, 1886.
iC. Pathicx Hanky’s Minino Claim at_ Tkmoba :-Mr. O’Sullivan moved, pursuant to Notice,- 

(10 Ihat a Select Committee be appointed, with power to send for persons and papers to inouiro
iTW^ rePf°rt fP°n t l0 mat,ter a c!ainl ma<le b>' Patrick Hannan, arising out of the supposed 
/i ? n„trtnsfer °1 a minln? cla,m bJ the Mining Ecgistrar of Temora. PP
g ) That such Comm,ttee consist of Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Harold Stephen, Mr. Dawson, Mr. Burke 
TJs mt0' \mms' Mr' Sprn,S’Mv- Lysaght, and the Mover. ’ ’
to such Commifteee°rt ^ Hele°' Committco of We331on 1883-4 on the same subject be referred 

Question put and passed.

Votes No. 78. Wednesdav, 16 June, 1880.

v^hosc consideration and report this subject was referred on 21st May 1886 
Ordered to be printed. ^ -rooo.

CONTENTS.

Exlracta from Votes and Proceedings

Eeport............................................................................

Proceedings 0f the Committee................

PAGE,
2
3

v,.- ^
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1885-6.

PATRICK HANNAN’S MINING CLAIM AT TEMORA.

REPORT.

The Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly appointed on the 21st May, 
1886,—“ with power to send for pet'sons and papers, to inquire into and report 
upon the matter of a claim made by Patrick Hannan, arising out of the supposed 
illegal transfer of a mining claim by the Mining Registrar of Temora f and to 
whom was referred, on 21st May, 1886, the Report from the Select Committee 
of Session 1883-4 on the same subject, have agreed to the following Report:— 

1, Your Committee having carefully considered the Report and Evidence
referred to them, find,—
(1) That Patrick Hannan was the holder of a twelfth share of six 

men’s claim situated at Temora, and known as “ Bourke’s Lease.”
(2) That on the 12th day of April, 1881, Henry Margules, Mining

Registrar at Temora, registered, in the name of William Oliver, 
a transfer of half of the said twelfth share of the said Patrick 
Hannan, without his consent or authority.

■ (3) That in consequence of this illegal transfer the said Patrick
Hannan was deprived of his interest in the said claim, at that time 
and for some time after of considerable value, as shown by the 
evidence of Mr. Warden De Boos.

(4) That the said Patrick Hannan was deprived of his mining share in 
the said lease altogether by the illegal action of the Mining 
Registrar.

2. That, in view of the above facts, your Committee recommend the case of 
the said Patrick Hannan to the favourable consideration of the Government.

E. W. O’SULLIVAN,
No. 3 Committee Room, Chairman.

Sydney, \%th June, 1886.
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PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE.

TUESDAY, 15 JUNE, 1886.

Me inn; e s Peesekt:—
Mr. O’SuUivaB, | Mr. Harold Stephen.

In the absence of a quorum, the meeting called for this day lapsed.

WEDNESDAY, 16 JUNE, 1886.

Members Peesent:—
Mr. O’Sullivan, I Mr. Harold Stephen,
Mr. Lysaght, | Mr. Dawson.

Mr, O’Sullivan called to the Chair.
Entry from Votes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee, and referring Eeport from Select 

Committee of Session 1883-4, read by the Clerk, 1
Printed copies of the previous Eeport before the Committee.
Committee deliberated.

' Motion made (Mr. Harold Stcphai) and Question,—“ That the Eeport brought up by a former 
Committee on this subject, and dated 25th June, 1884, be the Eeport of this Committee,”—put and 
passed.

Chairman to report to the House.

Sydney: Thomas Richards, dovcniroent Printer.—1865.
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1885-6.

EXTRACTS EROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OE THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMELY.

Yotes No. 98. Yriday, 23 July, 1886,
11. Claim op Matthew M'Iyob to a Tis-mine'at Pheasant’s Cehek:—Mr. Target! moved, pursuant 

to Notice,—
(1.) That a Select Committee be appointed, with power to send for persons and papers, to inquire 
into and report upon the claim of Matthew M‘Tvor to a Tin-mine at Pheasant’s Creek.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr, Fletcher, Mr. Melville, Mr. Henry Clarke, Mr. Suther
land, Mr. Levien, Mr. Dawson, Mr. Jones, Mr. Burke, and the Mover.
(3.) That the Report and Evidence from the Select Committee on the same subject, brought up on 
9th October, 1884, be referred to the said Committee.
Question put and passed.

Votes No. 11?, Friday, 27 August, 1886, a.m.

8. Claim op Matthew MTyoe to a Tih-mine at Pheasant’s Creek:—Mr. Levien, on behalf of 
Mr. Targett, as Chairman, brought up the Report from, and laid upon the Table the Minutes 
of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before, the Select Committee for whose consideration 
and Report this subject was referred on 23rd July, 1886; together with Appendix.
Ordered to be printed.
**###**#* * *
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1885-6.

CLAIM OF MATTHEW M'lVOR TO A TIN-MINE AT PHEASANT’S CREEK.

REPORT.
—-------------------------------- i

The Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on the 23rd 
July, 1886,—“ with power to send for persons and papers, to inquire into 
and report upon the claim of Mattlmo M‘Ivor to a Tin-mine at Pheascmt’s 
Creekf and to whom was referred on the same date the Report from the 
Select Committee of Session 1883-1, in reference to the said claim,—have 
agreed to the following Report:—

1. Your Committee having exa,mined the witnesses named in the List*
(whose evidence will he found appended hereto) and considered the Report referred 
to them, find as follows :—

(1.) That application for a mineral lease of block No. 9, of 20 acres, parish 
of Moogem, county of Clive, was made by Matthew MTvor 
on the 27th day of July, 1881, which application was duly received 
on the 5th day of August, 1881, by the Warden’s Clerk at Glen 
Lines.

(2.) That an application for a mineral conditional purchase of the very '
same land was made on 25th May, 1882, by one G. K. King. 4

(3.) That a mineral lease of the said land was duly granted on the 9th 
day of May, 1882, and afterwards issued to the said Matthew M‘Ivor, 
and a notification thereof appeared in the Government Gazette.

(4.) That the said Matthew MTvor complied with all the regulations 
respecting said land to entitle him to a lease thereof.

(5.) That in consequence of unnecessary and unaccountable delay in the 
Department of Mines, twelve months and five days elapsed between 
the time the application for lease was made and its being issued.

(6.) That no less than forty-eight applications for mineral leases made by 
other applicants, subsequently to Matthew MTvor’s application, were 
issued to them before the said lease was issued to the said Matthew 
MTvor.

(7.) That the said lease was signed by His Excellency the Governor as 
if executed on the 9th day of May, 1882, whereas actually it was not 
executed until the 3rd day of June, 1882; and in consquence thereof 
the said Matthew MTvor lost the said land in an action brought by 
the said G. K. King against him.

(8.) That the said Matthew MTvor had no knowledge of this illegal 
practice until the point was taken at the trial in the Supreme Court, 
and by it he lost, not only his land, but was put to very great 
expense, &c.

(9.) That, on the faith of the validity of the lease, other persons purchased 
large interests from the said Matthew MTvor, and that it is most 
probable that the mine would have been floated into a public 
Company, with a capital of £45,000.

2.
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2, Your Committee, in view of the foregoing facts, are of opinion:—
(1.) That as the land applied for was a measured portion, and as in the 

application the said Matthew M'lvor said “ the previous survey is 
accepted, being measured portion block No. 9,” the lease should have 
been issued shortly after the application was made.

(2.) That inasmuch as the said land was in a proclaimed Gold-field it 
was not legally open to conditional purchase.

(3.) That upon the evidence of professional and practical men of high 
standing (in this Colony and Victoria) the said land contains great 
mineral wealth.

(4.) That the claim of Matthew M'lvor is entitled to the most favourable 
consideration of the Government.

4

iVh, 3 Committee Room,

Sydney, hth August, 1886.

W. S. TAEGETT,
Chairman.
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PROCEEDINGS OE THE COMMITTEE.

1UESDAY, 3 AUGUST, 188G.
* Mehbeks Pkesext :—

Mr. Targett, | Mr. Dawson,
Mr. Henry Qarkc.

Mr. Targett called to tlic Chair.
Entry from Votes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee, and referring Eeport from Select 

Committee of Session 1883 -4, read by the Clerk.
Printed copies of the Eeport before the Committee.
Committee deliberated.
Ordered,—That E. T, Kirby and the Under Secretary for Mines be summoned to give evidence 

nest mooting.
Adjourned to Thursday nest at 2'30 o’clock.

THURSDAY, 5 AUGUST, 188G.
MEMUEna Pjiesent :—

Mr. Targett in the Chair.
Mr. Henry Clarke, | Mr. Burke,

Mr. Jones.
Roger Thomas Kirby called in, sworn, and examined. -
Witness handed in letter from Lands Department, also sketch showing the position of Mr. 

MTvor’s lots on Pheasant’s Creek, {Sec Appendix.)
Harrie Wood (Under Secretary for Mines), called in, sworn, and examined.
Eoom cleared.
Committee deliberated.

_ Motion made (Mr. Jones) and Question,—“ That the Report brought up by a former Committee 
on this subject and dated 8th October, 1884, be the Report of this Committee,”—put and passed. 

Chairman to report to the House. •

Kirby, Mr. Kogor Thomas 
Wood, Mr. Harrie ..........

LIST OP WITNESSES.
rAOE.

V
7
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1885-6.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE

X1ZEN EEEOEIJ

THE SELECT COMMITTEE

ON TJfE

CLAIM OF MATTHEW MTVOR.

THURSDAY, 5 AUGUST, 1886.

Me. BURKE, j Me. JOKES,
Mb. HENRY CLARKE. '

W. S. TAEGETT, Esq., ln tee Chair.

Mr. Roger Thomas Kirby called in, sworn, and examined:—
1. Chairman.] You have received a notification with reference to this land specified before the Committee Mr.
as No. 9 of 20 acres, parish of Moogen, county of Clive, made by Matthew MTvor? Yes. K T' Kirby.
2. Do you produce that document F The letter I received had reference to the lots adjoining No. 9 and
numbered 8 and 10. Thev were conditional purchases of Mr. IVTIvor, the complainant in this case, and 6 1880*
Walter Lee. They were held in the names of those gentlemen as conditional purchases for MTvor and 
Company. (Vide Appendix A.) ■
3. Is tbs the only document with reference to it P That is the only document with reference to it. I 
may state that as agent I applied for the refund of the money some time ago on the ground that the 
selection was on a gold-field. I also produce a sit etch showing the position of the blocks. No. 9 is the 
block tornung the subject of tbs inquiry, and Nos. 8 and 10, each portions of 20 acres, are the selections 
referred to m the letter prodneed from the Lands Department. (Vide Appendix B.)
A Mr. Jones, You put this document in for the purpose of showing that Nos. 8 and 10 were refused 

i.fif0, j 6 s, 1:1011 W!ia on a gold-field ? Yes, by the terms of that letter you will see that it is on a
goJa-neld and not on Crown lands open to conditional purchase.
5, And this application refers to 8 and 10 on a gold-field ? Yes, as shown upon the accompanying sketch.

Mr. Harrie Wood, Under Secretary for Mines, called in, sworn, and examined;—
G. Chairman.] Do you recognize the signature to this document {Appendix A) as that of Mr. Wilson? Mr. H.Wood. 
Mes, an oflicer in the Lands Department.

6 Aug., 1886.

CLAIM



CLAIM OF MATTHEW MTVOR.

APPENDIX.

A.
[To the Evidence of Mr, Tt. T, Kirby, August 5, 1SS6.]

The Under Secretary for Lands to T. M. Slattery. Esq., M.P., and Mr. J. Y. Hinton.
Gentlemen, Department of Lands, Sydney, 12 .Tuly, 1SS6.

I desire to inform you that the application made by W. Lee and M. Af‘Ivor, at Glen Lines, on the 6th April, 
18S2, for the mineral conditional purchase of 40 acres of land is void, as the land is not open to mineral conditional 
purchase, being within a gold-field.

2. Enclosed is a form which, on being filled up in accordance with the instructions thereon, and forwarded to the 
Treasury, Sydney, will enable you at once to obtain the refund of your deposit.

I have, &c.,
F. H. WILSON,

For the Under Secretary,

Portions 8, 9,10 are situate about the centre of the Timbarra Gold-field.

Sydney; Thomas Richards, Clovcrnment rrintor.-isafl'
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1885-6.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MINING ACT FURTHER AMENDMENT ACT OF 1884
(REGULATIONS UNDER, RELATING TO MINING LEASES.)

Jittgrentab to parliament, pursuant to JUt 48 Du. ^to, 10, sec. 4,

REGULATIONS RELATING TO MINING LEASES 
UNDER THE MINING ACT FURTHER AMEND
MENT ACT OF 1884.

New South Walks, 
to wit.

(L-S.)
Carrington,

Governor.

) Proclamation by His Excellency The 
j Right Honourable Charles Robert, 

Baron Carrington, a Member of Her 
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy 
Council, Knight Grand Cross of the 
Most Distinguished Order of Saint 
Michael and SaintGcorge,Governor and 
Cotnmandcr-in-Chief of the Colony of 
New South Wales audits Dependencies,

WHEREAS by the Mining Act Further Amendment Act of 
1884, tlic Governor is empowered to make Regulations for 

certain purposes, to be dealt with as Regulations made by the 
Governor under the principal Act; Now, therefore, His 
Excellency the Governor, by and with the advice of the 
Executive Council, doth irmko the Regulations following, that 
is to say ;—

I, The holder or holders of any Permit or Authority granted 
under the principal Act, and still in force, may make application 
in the form in the Schedule A hereto for the conversion of such 
Permit or Authority into a lease.

2, Upon receipt in the Department of Mines of such applica
tion, together with a sum of money equal to one year’s rent 
of tho land, and (if required) tho fee for survey of the land, 
(.he Governor may* subject to the rents or royalties, or both, 
and to the covenants and conditions hereinafter prescribed, and 
to such epeoial covenants and conditions as shall in certain 
oases appear to tho Governor necessary, grunt a lease of the 
land for tho term applied for, or subject to such modifications 
ns shall appear proper.

3. To obtain a lease of land referred to in section 2 of the 
said Act, not included in any Permit or Authority, the mode 
of taking possession, giving notice, and lodging application 
shall, whore practicable, be tho same as prescribed in the 
Regulations made under the principal Act, relating respectively 
to Gold-mining and Mineral Leases; and such Regulations 
ehall, except as otherwise expressly provided in these Regula
tions, apply to all other matters relating to applicul ions and 
objections thereto and to leases,—but tho restrictions in such 
Regulations as to the form and dimensions of the land and the 
position of the boundary lines in regard to any vein, reef, or 
lode, sliall not apply. Where, by reason of the laud being 
under water, or from any other sufficient cause, possession 
cannot be taken, the applicant shall attach to his application 
apian or sketch of the land applied for, and shall in tho notices 
and application give such description as will lead to the ready 
denti flection thereof.

4. The Regulations made under the principal Act relating to 
Gold-mining shall, except as regards tho form of application, 
the area and the dimensions of tho land, and the position of the 
boundaries in relation to any vein, reef, or lode, or as otherwise 
provided in these Regulations apply to any Special Lease for 
Gold-mining purposes. Every application for a Special Lease 
shall be in the form in the Schedule B hereto, aud ike extent 
of land demised by any such lease shall be in proportion to the 
number of men to be employed, and the capital to he expended 
in the purchase and erection of machinery, or tho construction 
of costly works for the purpose of working the land, not 
exceeding 2 acres for every man employed, and 1 acre additional 
for every £200 to be expended in machinery, dams, or races, 
provided that the area demised by any one lease shall not 
exceed 100 acres.

5. Upon approval by tho Governor of any application for a 
special lease, notice shall he published in the Gazette promising 
a lease of the land applied for or so mnch thereof as may be 
available upon condition that within a period to bo named in 
such notice, suoli a sum of money as may he approved by the 
Governor shall be expended in the purchase and erection of 
machinery or in the construction of works said in tho application 
to be necessary, and upon compliance within such period or 
such extension thereof as may upon cause shown, be approved 
by the Seewtary for Mines, a special lease of the land aforesaid 
shall forthwith issue to the applicant, but upon the applicant 
failing to comply with the conditions aforesaid, the Governor 
may revoke the prombe of lease and refuse tho application, or 
may reduce the area of the land applied for to the dimensions 
prescribed for an ordinary lease.

G. Every lease granted under the Mining Act Further 
Amendment Act of 1884, shall be subject to tho rents, 
royalties, and conditions following;—

7. Leases for mining for minerals, other than eoa! or gold, 
including the right to occupy the surface or some portion 
thereof, live shillings per acre per annum ; without the right to 
occupy any portion of the surface, two shillings and sixpence 
per aero per annum ; for land wholly under water, one shilling 
and sixpence per aoro per annum ; leases for coal-mining, 
including the right to occupy the surface or aomo portion 
thereof, two shillings per acre per annum ; without the right to 
occupy any portion of the surface, one shilling and sixpence 
per acre ; for land wholly under water, one shilling per acre 
per annum. Leases tor gold-mining, two shillings and sixpence 
per acre per annum. In respect of every ton of cool, tho sum 
of sixpence ; and in respect of gold, one pound per centum of 
the value of the gold raised from the land demised shall bo 
paid as royalty ; provided that if the royalty payable in respect 
of the coal raised during any one year exceeds the rent paid for 
such year, the amount paid as rent may bo deducted from the

301
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sum payable a? royalty, but if the royally as aforesaid in any 
one year amounts to less than the rent paid for such year, the 
lessee shall not for such year be required to pay royalty.

S. Upon or In connection with the land demised by any such 
lease, work shall be commenced within such period and be 
carried on by such a number of men in such manner within 
such limits and subject to such supervision as the Governor 
may in each case direct: Provided that the Secretary for 
Mines may at any time and for any period authorize the 
suspension wholly or in part of work upon or in connection 
with any such lease.

9. The term of any such lease shall be that named in the 
application, or such shorter term as shall be approved by the 
Governor, not beinv less lhau one year, and such term shall 
commence upon and be computed from the date on which the 
Governor shall approve of the granting of the lease.

10. The rents reserved under any such lease shall bo paid in 
advance to tho Colonial Treasurer, on or before the first day of 
each year of the term.

11. Tho royalties reserved under any snob lease shall, subject 
to the deduction of rent as aforesaid, be paid to the Colonial 
Treasurer at the expiration of each year, or within one month 
thereafter, and with each such nnyment a statement shall be 
furnished under the hand of tho lessees, or some one of them, 
or of the manager of the mine, setting out the quantity and 
value of mineral raised from the land demised, and the accuracy 
of every such statement shall be verified by the statutory 
declaration of the person making it. The lessees or lessee shall 
keep a proper book, in which shall be entered the quantity of 
gold or coal raised each day from tho demised land, and the 
value of such mineral shall also be entered from time to time as 
soon as known, and such book shall at all times be open to the 
inspection of any oQieer of the Department of Mines.

12. If any lessee shall fail to execute his lease when called 
upon to do so, or shall fail to par (.he rent or royalty reserved 
under his lease within the prescribed time, or shall fail to keep 
a- proper record of the quantity and value of the gold or coal 
raised, or shall refuse to allow such record to be inspected by 
any officer of the Department of Mines, or shall fail to observe 
and perform the other conditions or covenants of his lenso, or in 
Ihc ease of a special lease shall fail to expend iu tho purchase 
and erection of machinery, or the construction of dams, races, 
or other costly works, the amount of money proposed in the 
application to be so expended, ho shall forfeit his right to such 
lease, and the Governor may thereupon, or at any time there
after, cancel such lease, and upon publication in the Gazette of 
such cancellation the leaae shall be absolutely void.

13. From and after the publication of these Ecguiations, the 
Eegulotious relating to Mining Leases, under the Mining Act 
Further Amendment Act, 18b!, made by the Governor on the 
I6th day of September, 1884, aud published in the Gazette No. 
481, on the 19th day of September, 1884, are hereby repealed, 
but such repeal shall not affect any proceeding, matter, or thing 
lawfully taken, done, commenced, or rights acquired before 
these Regulations came into operation, nevertheless any 
application made under the repealed Regulations may be dealt 
with under these Regulations, and tho holders of any lease 
granted under the repealed Regulations may surrender such 
lease with a view to obtain a lease of tho same land under these 
Regulations, and upon such surrender being approved by the 
Governor, a lease in terms of these Regulations may forthwith 
issue to the holders of the surrendered lease.

Schedule A.
To the Honorable the Secretary for Mines,

being the holder of a granted
under Section of the Mining Act, 1874, to mine for

all that piece or parcel of land being 
, and containing

acres, more or less, do hereby apply for a lease of the 
said land for a period of years, with the right to occupy

acres of the surface thereof in such position as may 
be approved of, and undertake if such lease be
granLed to exocuto the same when called upon to do so, and 
•within days after the granting of such lease to com
mence work thereon [or upon adjoining land proposed to be 
worked in connection therewith, and to extend the underground 
works into such land wilh the utmost possible speed] and there
after to employ in mining upon [or under] such land 
men, and to observe and perform all the covenants and con
ditions contained in such lease; and herewith
tender the sum of , being the first year's
rent of such land, and the fee for survey of the land, and 

agree to forfeit such rent if fail to
accept and execute such lease when called upon to do so.
Dated at , this day of

Received at tho Department of Mines, Sydney, this 
dny of , 133 , at o’clock in the
noon.

Registrar.

Schedule R.
To the Honorable the Secretary for Mines,

hereby make application for a Special Lease for 
years of all that piece of land, being 

_ containing acres for the purpose of
Gold-mining. The deposit proposed to be worked consists of

, and by reason of
, requires for its proper development 

the erection or construction of the following machinery or 
works:—

the estimoted cost of which is £ , and propose to
employ upon or in connect,ion with such land men; and

herewith tender the sum of , being the first
year’s rent of such land and the fee for survey of the land, and 

agree upon notification of approval of this application 
to expend the sum of £ in the purchase and erection
of the machinery, or the construction of the works aforesaid, 
within of notice of such approval, and to accept
and execute the lease when ready, or foiling therein to forfeit 
the rent deposited herewith.
Dated at , this day of , 188 .

Received this day of , 188 , at the
hour of in the noon.

No. of application
[86-3,537] Mining Registrar.

Given under my Hand and Seal, at Government House, 
Sydney, this eleventh day of March, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-six, and 

* in the forty-ninth year of Her Majesty’s E^ign.
By His Excellency's Command,

JAMES FLETCHER. 
GOD SAYE THE QUEEN!

[3d.]

\

Sydney : Thomas Richards, Covcrnment rrintci',—1SSC.
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